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READER. 


3 Ince this Tranſlation of Caffandra was pat ito the 
DE Preſſe, the beginning of another by an accurat Pen 
bath bees pibliſhed to the world; which bad piven 

2 « Hop rotbs, "if it bad flill been in the power of bim 
Ir that did it, though a good part of it was already 
Primed, and thongb many wy. upon them to affirm that the other 
was not likely to proceed any farther. This comes not therefore to 
and in competition with it, but to acknowledge that as it ap- 
pear d firſt, ſoit deſerves the priority in all things elſe ; yet they 
in whom it bath raiſed an appetite (which are 1 dare ſay,as many 
as bave tafted it) may Pen. pon be contented to make up their 
meal with 8 diſÞ of the ſame meat, though not ſo skilfully ſeaſs- 
ed, nor ſo neatly garniſhed, He that is taken with the charms 
of _a Miſtreſſe preſented to bis fir$t embraces in the cofily orna- 
ments of her Bridall attire, will not certainly reje& ber conver- 
ſation afterward in an ordinary dreſſe of meaner apparel. Such 
3 this of CasS ANDRA here, baſtily and careleſly thrown 
about ber, which makes ber ſuffer a greater diſgniſe by un 
courtly Language, then by the plain Country garmems where- 
in ſbe was ſo long conceal'd; The former 'ts confeſied bath 
decked ber with an habit befitting both ber perſon and quality, 
this 3s onely ſuitable to her name and ber misfortunes. Her ten 
gears ſtory 7s ſo artificially comrived, and with ſuch exaG de- 
corn, that the truth whereon it is grounded, appears the greater 
feFron; yet neither can the ſtrange ſucceſſe of the Grecian Con- 
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 querour, the fatall deſtru&jon of the Perſian Monarcby, the de- 
plorable end of nnfortunate Darius, the afflified eftate of bis 
Royal Family in exile and Captivity, the eafie compliance of his 
ſubjecs with the prevailing Party, nor any other paſſage in it 
ſeem improbable tous, whoſe eyes bave in as ſbort a ſpace, been 
witneſſes of ſnch Revolutions ," as bardly any Romance, 
but ſure no Hliftory can parallel. She bath been receiv d in 
France, and many Forain Countries with too general an eſteem to 
confine ber ſelf within the limits of a particular addreſſe to any 
ſingle perſon now in England j| therefore ſhe preſents, ber ſelf to 
all that under ftood bby not befare, who\baving need of an Inter- 
preter, may perhaps excuſe the errors of an ill one. Let others 
delight themſelves with the beauties of the Origrnal,as viewing 
ſome curious pieceof TapiStry, rarely deſign'd in lively colours 
and perfect Symetry; without prying into the, imperfeions of 
the wrong fide, where the left handed Figures loſe the graceful- 
neſſe of their natural Pofiures ,. and where the multitude of - -—, | © 
thrumbs and kaots makes the work . courſe, andthe ſtory it ſelf 
but barely diſcernable. h 
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CALIST A 


| Ou have been pleas'd Calitatcocommand that 
my laſt follies ſhould be made publick, and 


have given that to thediverſion of the world, 
which I haddeſtind only to your own; ſure tisa want 
of goodnels,toa perſon that never wanted zeal or re- 
ſpect toyou,and who by this laſt proof of his obedi- 
ence hath teſtified with what ſubmiſs1on, he hath re- 
ſignd himſelf unto your will. If you had eſteem'd 
this W ork,you would have been more covetous of 
it; . andif you had conſidered it,as the 1ſTue of his fan- 
cy,who will never be but yours,you would not thus 
havelaviſh'd itto the people, who truly have no 
ſhare 1n the intention,that made me write it. Beſides, 
the ſucceſs of 1t is very uncertain amongſt them,& one 
ſhalvery hardly find charity enough thereto hopefor 
the pardon of many faults,w* you have favorably ex. 
cuſed,or which ſelf-love made y ou not perceive in a 
thing that was ſo abſolutely your own. But why do [ 
pretend you ſhould take any care of the reputation of 
my writings,ſince you never took any for the conſer- 
vation of my life, and that you haveſhown your ſelf 
more ſenſible of the fortunes of ſtrigers, the of onew* 
hath ever been of your own making? I have ſeen you 
as 1t were marry your ſelf tothe paſsions of my Heroe, 
andenter into his thoughts with ſuch marks of ten- 
derneſs and pity,as my real ſufferings have never been 
able todraw from you.l have ſeen your fair cies, thoſe 
cies which the Court hath, and doth yet look upon 
with dazling and idolatry ; ſhed tears at the recital of 
a ſome 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ome adventures, which are either feigned or which 
hapned very long agoe; and ] a thouſand times have 
ar your feet vainily 1umplored that pity, which you fo 
ealily granted to imaginary miſeries; Yes, at your 
teet have 1a thouſand times ſet forth the violence of 
my paſsion in tearms both more expreſs, and more 
rouching then thoſe thatdid ſo mollifie you;and Cif I 
may be permitted to ſpeak of my ſelt in ſuch aphraſe) 


I havenotbeen leG cloquent in declaring my reall 


thoughts toyou.then in deſcribing thoſeof a Mace- 
donian,or a >cythian ; and yet the ſame words,w® re- 
preſented their miſhaps to you, with ſo much ſucceſs, 
have not found in you the leaſt ſenſe of my own miſ- 
fortutes: You will tell mel have painted theſe illu- 
{trious perſons in colours which give them a very ad- 
vantagious ſplendor, and that their admirable qual1i- 
ties made you embrace their intereſts, by an eſteem 
which introduced that compaſsion into your heart. [ 
knoy,Caliſta,that Jam'very far from that ſublime de- 
oreeof perfection, which makes my Heroes worthy 
of your tears and friendſhip; but if they have advan- 
rages above me, by the qualities of their mindes and 
bodies, and by the glorious marks of their births and 
actions, l have above them the glory of having ſerv d 


Caliſta,nay of having ſervdher w«reſpects & adoratiss | 
worthy of her, & ofhaving through the whole courſ 


ofmy paſion,acknowledged with ſo muchuſtice the 
diſproportion there is between Caliſta and my ſelf,that 
inthat proud elevation of my ſoul.Cali/ta,as ſevere as 
ſhe is.could not condemn thoughts ſo full of zeal and 
ſubmiſtion, nor finde occaſion to threaten me with a 
fall which probably I ought to have apprehended. 


Behold my glory, Caliſta, behold my advantages and | 
if 
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if you pardon a littlepreſumption in him, who hath 
had ſomuch as to lift up his e1es to you, ] will take the 
liberty to tel you,that by my maner ofexpreſsingit un 
another,you nay judg vertue is not unknown to me; 


and that many only fail to practiſe it , becauſ fortune 


refuſes the the occaſions;of this you ſee an example re- 
markable enough in 2 Princes, whom | make to live 
in the ſame times, &whoſe fortunes are verydifterent, 
though their births and vertues be equal; and that 
by your own judgement the'moſt unhappy, and the 
leaſt known hath very conſiderable advantages above 
the other, who was moſt favoured by the deſtinies, & 
who by the help of fortune, hath in his glory,eclipſed 
the fame of all that followed him, as well as of all that 
went beforehim. You being generous as you are, 
have taken the part of the more unfortunate, and if 1 
dare reproach you with it, after your own confef$10n 
of it tome, you have been even in love with him ; 
bluſhnor, Caliſta, he was a Prince worthy of you, and 
without doubt the fates ſhould either have reſerv'd 
him till your Age, or made youto be born in his. But 
the Crods took care that his reputation ſhould come 
unſpotted toour times,and that his life ſhould'be pre- 
ſervd from ablemiſh, which you would 1nfallibly 
havecaſt upon it; his Princeſs deſerv'd his affe&tion 
wholly, and only you were capable,to withdrayrhim 
from that fidelity,which renders him ſodear to you, 
and ſo recommendable to all the world. WOES 6 
Hitherto ] have ſpoken toyouas to ( aliia, that is 
to fay,asto the Soveraign Miſtreſs of my life; and of 
all my thoughts ; now I ſpeak to you;as to her that. is 
to read this unworthy Piece again,and towhom J con- 
ſecrate it with my whole heart, and all my afteCtions, 
a 2 Beſides, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatiry. 
Beſides the conſideration cf my love, ] find in you all 
that can be deſired in perſons,to whem works of this 
naturearededicated, Your quality is moſt eminent, 
too eminent for my hopes ; it hath hitherto made a 
part of my misfortunes, & it is that w- hath made me 
paſs many years in your ſervice, without ante other 
advantage then that of being yours,& of being ſufferd 
by you. An intereflſed lover (or rather a captive, who 
1s your idolater)might ſeem ſuſpected in praiſing the 
beauties both of your mind and bodie; but the eies and 
hearts ofall Francetake my part,and bear witneſs ge- 
nerallie, that youare the moſt accompliſhed of all 
creatures. 'I is therefore under your proteCtion, that 
Caſſandra coms to put her ſelf;fhe boaſts of having ſom 
reſemblance of you, and tis with you alone,ſhe ſeeks 
for ſanQtuarie in the various changes of her fortune ; 
you wil not know hera great while, though ſhe keep 
you verie conſtant companie,and will wonder to ſee 
hergivethename to adventures.in which ſhe ſeems to 
have no part at all ; but you ſhall ſee her come out of 
the dark, when you hope leaſt for it, and will know 
her again,by lineaments that are not common; Yoy in 
her face may find apart of that which ſhines moſt vi- 
ſiblie in yours,and 1n her carriage you ſhall neither ſee 
anie thing that can injure you, nor anie thing you can 
difavow. If this Firſt Part divert you, the deſigne l 
- havetomind nothing but you alone, as the markof 
all my thoughts,will obligemeto give you quicklie 
the continuation of her Storie ; and though 1 be nei- 
ther DoCtor,nor a paſſablie Learned man, I am certain 
you will never inſpire me with mean, low fancies, 
ſinceyou haveinſpired into me the reſolution of 11- 


ving, and dying, Your,&c, 
, CASSAN- 


PON 'the Bank of the River Exphrater, 
not many Furlongs from Babylon, two 
Strangers alighted from their Horſes, un- 
der certain Trees, whoſe thick Leavineſſe 
caſt a very pleaſing ſhade : He of the two, 
who by the richneſs of his arms, and the 
reſpe& the other bore him, appeared to be 
the Maſter ; unbuckled bis Head-piece,and 
lying down upon the Graſs, buried all the 
iſquiets that troubled him, in a profound 
ſleep : But ſcarce had he taſted the firſt 
fweetneſs of it, when by the other that 
accompanyed him, and by a ſudden noiſe, 
interrupted in his repoſe, preſently ſtart- 
ing up, he took his Horſe and Cask again, 
and advanced upon the fide of the great 
High-way, whence he was newly come, to know the cauſe of it, He ſoon perceived 
it by the firſt obje that preſented it ſelf, which was a Combat of two Cavaliers, 
in whom, he inſtantly obſerved all the marks of an unuſtal valour, and great ani- 
moſity : their Javelins ſhivered in an hundred pieces under their Horſes feet, had 
givers place unto their ſwords, which they made ufe of with ſo much rage, 
and ſo little caution, that he quickly judged the deſigne of aſſaulting each other, 
hadin thoſe two Warriours , quite extinguiſhed the care of defending themfelves ; 
and that to each, the loſſe of his Enemies life was much more dear, or much 
more important, then the conſervation of his own. Till then the fight had balan- 
ced in the uncertainty of any advantage on either fide, when one of them,” whoſe 
black arms and plume of the fame colour, witneſſed the grief that was in his hearr, 
ruſhed upon” his Enemy with ſach fury , that by giving him two or three great 
wounds, he made him doubt of his ſafety; and preſſing him the more eagerly as hee 
found him grow weaker, had then without queſtion Eniſhed a Combat, which ſee- 
med too tedious to his revenge, if he who was the Spedtatour of -it,' had en 
B 1M- 
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himſelf between to part them, praying them to hold their hands, with the moſt 
civil intreaties he thought he could ule in that encounter, But he in the black arms, 
whom powerful reaſons made to defire the deſtruction of his Enemy , and whom 
the hope of Victory had already made confident , cryed out with a cerriþle voice ; 
Whoſoever thou art, wnleſſe thon be a Protettor of crimes , and an Enemy to vertne, 
and wuleſſe thou wilt draw upon thy ſelf the batred both of the Gods and Men, op- 
poſe not the deſtruttion of the moſt cruel and diſloyal man that ever was. And ſeeing 

im perſiſt in the deſigne of parting them, he charged him with ſo much readinels 
and force, that the Stranger, finding by thoſe firſt ſtroaks the valour of that new 
Enemy, loſt the care of anothers ſafety, to think of his own preſervation. True 
it is, that the ſhame of offending a man, who had already an Enemy to fight with, 


© made him for ſome time ſtand upon the defenſive, but ſeeing himſelf preſſed with 


ſo much vehemence by one whom he had not injured ; and ſeeing the. danger into 
which he did precipitate himſelf, by ſparing an adverſary againſt whottphe ſtood in 
need of all his force, he bad almoſt forgotten all conſiderations ; when he ſaw ten 
or twelve Horſe men, who coming up to them full ſpeed, and having known the 
Combatants, took the part of him that was wounded, whom his weakneſſe had 
already made but a looker on ; and two of the Company having drawn him aſide, 
to carry him off to Baby/on, all the reſt fell furiouſly upon him in the black arms, 
killing his Horſe with ſeven or eight wounds, which made him fall upon the place. 
Yet was he not ſo ſurpriſed, but that he diſ-engaged himſelf from his Stirrups, and ha- 
ving an invincible courage, he ſer himſelf in a readinefſe to diſpute his life gene- 
_ againſt them : When the Stranger ſeeing the inequality of the Combart,and 
deteſting ſuch exceſſive odds ; cryed out, Thy incivility ſhall nor make me fail to 
doe what becomes me; and ſince thou haſt more valour then conrtefie, I for thee will 
hazard that life , which thou wouldſt have taken from me : And at theſe words, 
falling in with a marvellous readineſſe among thoſe that were newly come, he laid 
two of them at his feet, with the two firſt blowes he made, and gave him that was 
diſmounted leiſure to leap upon one of their Horſes, and to come up to him, 
which he did with a wonderful dexteriry. This Cavalier ſeeing himſelf rehie- 
ved with ſo much generoſity, by a man whom he had uſed fo ill, at firſt admired 
his vertue ; but he became an Idolater of it, when he ſaw him lay two more of 
his Enemies dead upon the ground, and charge the reſt with ſo marvellous a cou- 
rage, that he ſeemed not to have any need of his help to defeat them all; bur in 
concluſion, having vigorouſly ſeconded him, and he that accompanyed the Stran- 
ger being joyned to his Maſter, they fought all three with ſo great valour, and fo 
good fortune, that in a ſhort time, they torced thoſe who could eſcape, to feek their 
ſafety in the ſpeed of their Horſes. : 

They ſtaid upon the place without purſuing them, and the Stranger feeling his 
Horſe fail, by reaſon of ſome wound he had received , forſook his back , and leapt 
lightly to the gronnd ; which he whom he had relieved perceiving , he alighted al- 
ſo from his, and puttingup the Beaver of his Helmet, went to ſalute him with a 
civility very different om his firſt reception, The Rraonger was much taken with 
his graceful faſhion, and when he ſaw his face at a nearer diſtance, obſerv'd ſome- 
thing in it that was not utterly unknown to him ; ſo forgetting all manner of enmi- 
ty, he embraced him with a very great affetion. Generous Stranger, (ſaid the other , 
or rather the moſt vertuous of men, if my life were dear to me , 1 ſhould be ge to 
him that had preſerved it ; but how great occaſion ſoever I have to hate it, ana what 
defigne ſoever I had to loſe it, I will forget bath to ſatisfie my engagment, ana will uo 
more diſpoſe of a thing which you have ſo gloriouſly acquired, aud which I ought to 
employ onely for your ſervice. My love to your vertue ties me much more ſtrongly 
then the obligation I have to you, and the knowledge you bave given me of it, makes 
me hope for pardon of an incivility , to which my juſt anger and deſpair transorted 
me ; Tou will without doubt excuſe it, when you ſhall hear the cauſe , and will judge 
Jou have not more obliged me by mine own ſafety, then you have injur'd me in that of 
the Traitor Perdiccas. The Stanger by this Diſcourſe, and by the name & Per- 

iccas, 
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dicc as, judging of that perſons quality, repaid his civilities with intereſt, and ſtriving 
ro recall the o\d [dea's, which time had almoſt blotted out of his remembrance, he 
ſhewed fo much the defire he had to know him , that the other marking his impati- 
ence: 1 ſhould be ingrateful; (faid he) If 1 ſhould hide his name, whoſe heart ſhall 
wever be hidden from you; 1 am the unfortunate Lylimachus, and now more wnfor- 
tunate then ever, figce I am conſtrained to prolong my miſerable life , to acquit my 
ſelf of what I owe to you. This name of Lyſgmachus.did abſolutely open the Stran- 
gers eyes, and looking intentively upon him, he no longer doubted but that he was 
the ſame, whom he had feen appear with ſo much fplendor in the Court of Alex- 
ander the Great ; he praig'd the Gods in his heart, for the opportunity they had gi- 
ven him, to ſerve ſo vertuous a perſon ; but not being willing to diſcover himſelf 
yet unto him, he only replyed, The name of Lylimachus us /s famous, as that of 
Alexander thgGreat « hardly more , and one muſt never have hcard ſpeak of has life 
to be — the wonders of yours : 1 did not expeft unto my ſelf ſo glorious an 
event of this encounter , and the ſatisfattion I receive thereby , makes me forget the 
reſt of my misfortunes. Lyſimachus anſwered fo obliging words, with all the kind- 
neſs chat can be uſed in a moſt perfeR friendſhip; whereof having made recipro- 
cal promiſes, and confirming their promiſes with an infinite number of | prongs wer Ka. 
Ly/imachus conſidered that Stranger with the ſame admiration, he had done during 
che fight, and truly his aſtoryſhment was not without a very juſt cauſe, ſince the 
Gods had endowed him with all the moſt excellent parts, that can render a perſon 
accompliſhed ; kis face was marvellouſly handſome, and through a beauty which 
had nothing of effeminate, one might obſerve ſomething ſo Martial , ſo ſparkling, 
and to Majeſtick, as might in all hearts make an impreſhon of Love, Fear, and Re- 
ſpe at once ; his ſtature exceeded that of the talleſt men, butthe proportion of it 
was wonderfully exact, and all the motions of his body had a grace, and liberty 
that was nothing common ; his age ſeemed to be then abour ſix or ſeven and twen- 
ty ; the Sun-burn and toil of a long Journey, had a little taken off the luſtre of 
his former beauty, andthe length and negligence of his hair, ſutficiently teſtified 
the litcle care he had to preſerve himſelf : Bur this forgerfylneſle of a thing, which 
the importance of his affairs, and the accidents of his life had nd Ho, him rp 
deſpiſe, hindred not Lyſimachns from obſerving ſd fair temajnders. of beauty , that 
he conlidered him as an extraordinary perſon , and the union of ſo many excellent 
parts, added to the obligation he had to him, imprinted ſo true an affection m; his 
hearc,as neither length of years,nor the accidents which after happen'd to them, yeere 
ever able to diminiſh. All things contributed unto it, they were alike in age z .the 
graceful behaviour of Lyfmachws yeilded little to that of the FT; er,” and if an 
exceeding deep ſadneſs had not ſomething impaired it,there woplc _ been bur little 
difference, The Stranger who by common fame, and by what he had ſeen of jt him- 
ſelf, was already well acquainted with his verge, diſcovering wah more heedful- 
neſle, as with more intereſt then before, ſo many rare qualities jn, him , conceived - 
a very high eſteem of his perſon, and made no reſiſtance againſt the powerful, jncli- 
nation which he felt take birth in him , toward a man ſo conſiderable. After their 
aſtoniſhment was paſt over, and-that they were come to themſglves out of the. exta- 
fie, in which the merits of each - qther had mutually held them : the Stranger begin- 
ning to ſpeak, 1f I feared not (ſaid he to Lyſimachus) that my curicfity migly aoſr 
pleaſe you, I world ask, the cauſe of thar hatred , wbich you ſbem you bear, againff 
Perdiccas, ſince knowing the reputation of you both, 1 never beard but that you. liped 
in the Court of Alexander the Great, with very good correipondenre; and 1 hit naw 
ſaw you ſo furiouſly exaſperated againſt bim, that the knowledge 1 bave of your ,no- 
deration, makes me judge, ſo great an animoſity ts cauſed by greater reaſons. Hes 
it was that Lyſmachus conſtancy vaniſhed , and: his tears over-Fowed with ſq AE 
violence, thatit was a long time before he coyld anfwer him ; and affoon as he was 
able to ſpeak again, lifting his eyes up mournfully to Heaven: (7reap Gods , (cryed 
he) ſince you have permitted me to ſurvive the greareſt perfe#ion you evex ſept 3utp 
this world ; If you deſtine me net to revenge thoſe illuſtriou perſons, add not one minpere 
" WY to 
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to this life, which I do but langniſh in with horrour, and which I can draw ont no 
longer withour ſhame. Ton oblige me,(continued he with an infinite number of ſighs) 
by Telieving I have ſo much moderation, as not to precipitate my ſelf with ſo blinde a 
rage, into a Combat, the cauſe whereof were ſlight or common; but I have ſo weigh- 
ty an one, that it is impoſſible for me to expreſſe the leaſt part of it , and it ſhall ſatis- 
fie me to tell you, I proſecute that infamous Perdiccas, as the myrtherer , or rather 
the butcherer of the fair Q neen Statyra , Widow to Alexander the Great, and of 
the Divine Parifatis her ſiſter , Widow to her dear Hepheſtion. He accompanyed 
theſe few words, with ſo many tears, and doleful lamentations, that any other 
heart except that Strangers, would thereby have been touched with compaſſion bur 
his _ too ſenſible tor it ſelf, to rake heed to the ations of Lyſimachw , he only 
changed colour twice or thrice, and looking upon him with a wandring eye , Ly/- 
mach, (ſaid he) I conjure you by all the Gods, tell me true, u Queen Statira dead ? 
It is but too true, ſhe is, (replyed Lyſimachns) and if you will hear her end in a few 
words : know, That as ſoon as Alexander the Great, was dead, pittyleſſe Roxana, 
who daring the life of that great Prince, had been racked with an horrible jealonſie of 
her, giving Order that that poor Princeſſe (who was at that time retired with her 
foſter to the Caſtle of Calcis) ſhould not be advertiſed of his death : wrote Letters in 
the name of the deceaſed King, earneſtly perſwading her to come with ſpeed to Babylon 
and to give a better foundation to that treachery, ſhe, and Perdiccas ſealed them with 
the Ring which that great Prince as he lay dying had pnt into the hands of that diſloyal 
man, and which he ſhorld have made uſe of to another purpoſe, then the deſtruttion of 
that which was deareſt to him. Thus were theſe innocent Ladies drawn into the ſnare, 
which had been ſet for them, and that very day this cruel Woman, and that horrible 
AMurtherer, _— Phem to be killed in their preſence , caſt their fair bodies into two 
Wells, and covered them with a great number of ſtones. The Stranger ſtaid not for the 
end of this Relation, bur lifting up his eyes to Heaven, Great Gods, (ſaid he, (with 
a tone quite different from his ordinary voice) to day it # that I receive the effeits of 
Jour promiſes, and that after a ren years perſecution, you grant me the Repoſe you have 
made me hope for in theſe (ountries. - And at theſe words, after having looked upon 
Lyſimachis, with an aftrighted countenance, in which death was already naturally 
painted, he drew his Sword, and ſetting the point of it where the defeRt of his arms 
ave way, threw himſelf fo ſuddenly upon it, that netther Lyſmachas,nor his Squire, 
ad means to hinder him,and fell at their feet weltring in a River of his own blood. 
At the noiſe he made in his fall, and at the cry of his Squire, 5. rages ſtart out 
of the deep ſtudy, -in which the renewing of his griefs had buried him, and helping 
the Squire, who in diſpair of that accident, diſ-armed his poor Maſter with crys of a 
man beſides himſelf, mingled his tears with his, with ſo great teſtimony of grief, as 
made him judge, that his friendſhip was already exceeding ſtrong , even 1n its very 
birth, When he was unarmed, they found he breathed (till, and obferving his wound 
as heedfully, as the trouble they were in could permit, they ſaw that the Sword (not 
having ſeconded his deſigne) had flipt along his Cuiraſſe, and had onely paſſed (lant- 
ing between his Ribs : this making them conceive ſome hope of him, cauſed them to 
apply all their cares to ſtanch his blood, the loſſe whereof had already ſo weakned 
him, that he had almoſt no longer ſtrength to move : while they were buſied about 
this necſſary office, the Gods ſent them two good honeſt Country men , who ſeeing 
them in that condition , and touched with compaſſion at fo fad an objet, charitably 
offered them their aſſiſtance. Lyſimach praiſed the Heavens for that happy chance, 
and having learnt from them that their Houſe was in a Wood, not above two or three 
hundred paces diſtant from thence, he reſolved to have him carried thither,not think- 
ing in that change of affairs, that there was much ſafety for either of them in Babylon: 
the Squire moreover having told him,there were powerful conſiderations, w** ſhould 
hinder his Maſter from retiring thither. This Reſolution being taken, they put him 
upon the Squires Horſe, he getting behind to keep him up, and holding an Handker- 
chief upon his wound, they began to follow the two Country men. Bur before they 
arrived: at their Houſe, Lyſmachs ſpeaking to the elder : Friend, (faid he) ir #5 or 
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thy good fortune, if thou knoweſt kow to make nſe of it, that the Gods have ſent thee 
this encounter ; and if thou keepeſt that fidelity to us, which we hope for from thee, thou 
haft found an opportunity to enrich thy ſelf. The Country man having made prote- 
ſtations ro him in very handſome Language, Lyſimachus law he was an underſtanding 
man, and havinp alſo drawn Oaths from him, that he would not betray them, he com- 
manded him to go to Babylon, and having furniſhed him with all the direions and 
inſtructions that were neceſſary, he gave him alſo two Rings, bidding him keep one of 
them for himſelf, and give the other as a token to his Phyſitian Amintas, and fome 0- 
thers of his ſervants, which he thought he ſhould need in that retirement, with Order 
to come preſently along with him, and bring all things that were needful for them, as 
well to cure the Stranger, as to defray their expences. Then having above all clings 
enjoyn'd him ſecrecy, he ſent him away, and being guided by the other , who was his 
ſon, came at laſt to the Houſe, where preſently they were well received by Women 
they found there, who being informed by the young man concerning the liberality 
ny fans: —as of their gueſts, offered themſelves to ſerve them with all manner of dili- 
gence ; after which, they laid the poor wounded Stranger in bed,loſfe of blood ha- 
ving already deprived him of all ſtrength and knowledge. 

Though Ly/i:achs misfortunes gave him matter of deſpair, and that being not to 
be comforted himſelf, he was little capable of comforting or helping another z yet 
his obligation to that Stranger and the intereſt he believed he had in a miſchief which 
he had occaſioned by his Diſcourſe, added to the inclinations he had already towards 
him, and to the incitements of his own vertue, made him reſolve not to forſake him, 
but to ſuſpend the remembrance of his own unhappineſle, that he might give him aſ- 
ſiſtance to the uttermoſt. Afterwards coming to make reflexion upon the. cauſe of 
that accident, and. how powerfully the Stranger was concerted in the death of the 
Princeſſes of Perfia, he could not divine the cauſe of it, and expecting rill he could 
tearn it either from himſelf,or from his Squire, he confirmed himſelf in the friendſhip 
he had vowed to him, guelling by the proofs he. had, that they were companions in 
fortune, and that the deſpair of both proceeded from the ſame cauſe. 

He was taken off from theſe thoughts by the return of od Polemon, and his Phy- 
ſitian Amintas, accompanyed with ſome Chirurgians, and other ſervants he :had ſent 
for; Lyſimachus praited their diligence, and having recommended the Strangers 
health to his Phyſitian, would needs fee his wound ſearched : affoon as eAmintas had 
proab'd it, he judged it not dangerous, and aſſuring his Maſter of his recovery, filled 
him with as much joy as hee was capable to receive. The faithfull Squire was quite 
tranſported at it,and waited upon thoſe that endeavoured his Maſters cure , with ſuch 
a zeal as did viſibly demonſtrate his affe&ion towards him. The Chirurgians having 
applyed the firſt remedies to his wound, poured a certain cordial into his mouth, which 
within a while after made him recover his ſpirits, fight,and knowledge. When he was 
come out of his ſwoun, he fixed his eyes upon the tirſt objects that preſented themſelvs 
unto him, and ſeeing himſelf encompaſſed by Lyſmachas his Squire , and thoſe that 
had dreffed him, hee for ſome time conſidered both the place where hee was, and the 
perſons that were preſent ; and doubting of the truth of the buſineſle, he turued hts 
eyes ſlowly upon thoſe that were neareſt him, and having lookt upon them awhile 
without ſpeaking, Cruel Enemies, { ſaid he, with a weak voice) what [ have done to 
Jon, that you ſhould perſecute me with (v much inbumanity ? Then feeling'the paine 
of his wound, he laid his hands upon it,and would have torn off the Swathes, if Lyj- 
machw knowing his deſign had not ſeized upon them;eafily holding him by reaſon of 
his weakneſſe. . The Stranger ſeeing himſelf hindred from his Reſolution, lookt firſt 
upon him with a threatning eye,and then finding himſelf too weak to execute what he 
had in his minde,he ſtrove to move him by ſome tears,which ran down his cheeks, and 
might have obtained any ching elſe of him, except what they demanded. Lyſimachu 
nearly touched with compaſſion, alledged all the Reaſons that might diſſwade him 
from his deſpair, and ſeeing hee vouchſafed not to hear them, and that in the end ir 
would be impoſſible to force him to live, he reſolved to try if point of Honour could 
work him to his own preſervation, Sir, (fatd he, with amore reſolute voice _ boy 
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fore) till now I believed you vertuons, but at laſt you force me to tell you, you injur 
the proofs you have your of it, by a manifeſt unworthineſſe ; and 1 conjure you by 14 
the Gods, {comines he) and by the memory of the Princeſſes of Perſia (if it bee true, 
that you did love them) ro aſſiſt me in the revenge I muſt takg of their deaths ; deſiring 
Jon to live bur ſo long, 4s to tear away the lives of their Murtherers , for whom 1 finde 
my ſelf too weak, wirhont your help : both they, and I doe beg it of you, and if you 
be as much concerned in their loſſe, as you would have it believed,know,that you cannot die 
but ignominiouſlyf you 40 not at leaſt endeavour it ,as well for your own honour , as their 
ſattsfattion : 1 have as much cau/e to die, as you can have; and ſince in thu extremity 
it 1s no longey time to conceal it know that 1 wonld not have out-lived the Princeſſe Parila- 
tis, if I had not believed my ſelf obliged to ſatisfie her Ghoſt by the blood of thoſe that 
raviſhed her from me. This Diſcourſe had ſo much power over the mind of this deſpe- 
rate Stranger, that having maturely weighed it, he was aſhamed of the deſire lee had 
before to die, without revenge, and witneſſed his repentance to Ly s1Macuvs by 
theſe words. Ton have overcome, LY $1MACHYV $, but remember the time you have de- 
manded, and never deſire me to lengthen it : In the interim , Araxes ſhall tell you the 
cauſe of my deſpair, and neither conceal from you the name, nor life of the miſerable com- 
panion of your misfortunes, After theſe words, he no longer oppoſed the will of the 
Chirurgions,and being forbidden to ſpeak for ſom few days, LY s1MAacuv s reſolved 
to ſpend that time in learning the whole Hiſtory of a Life,which he judged to be full 
of very remarkable accidents: But becauſe the night was already a good way advanced 
after having taken a light ſupper,and recommended the hurt Stranger to thoſe that had 
the care of him , he went to bed, and till it was day reſted,as much as his griefs would 
ſuffer him, 

The next morning aſſoon as he was up,he enquired after the health of the wounded 
Stranger, and being told he was aſleep, he led his Squire into a Garden,which the Ma- 
ſter of the Houſe kept trimm'd with very great care; the beauty whereof was extra- 
ordinary for one of his condition, being fitted with all _— that could make a place 
delightful : When they were come into it,they walk'd a while in the ſhade of a plea- 
ſant Alley, and after they had taken a few turns, LYys1MAacavs through a Hedge 
which parted two Walks, heard the voice of two perſons diſcourſing together, and 
having lent an ear with ſome attention, he diſcern'd that of old Polemon their Land- 
lord, who ſpoke on this manner: 7 am nor able to clear your doubts, CASSANDRA, 
but time,and the abode you will make in this place, may eaſily reſolve them , for my part 
I will laboxr in it all that I can poſſibly, and proreſt to you by all the Goas, 1 will ſhare 
neither my endeavenrs,no, nor my life it ſelf for your contentment. In the mean time, 
ſtrive to ſettle your minde,both from your frights and your affliftions, and believe thar 
CASSANDRA'S vertxe #5 too conſiderable to the Gods, to let it lie any longer under thoſe 
mucfortunes that perſecute it. Polemon making a ſtop at theſe words, the other with 
whom hee talked, after two or three ſighs, which were over-heard by Ly $1M a- 
CHVS, Was in probability ready to make anſwer, when both being come to the ends 
of their ſeveral Allies, met at the entry into another, which went croſſe them. This 
encounter made Lyſimachm ſee, that it was a Woman of very fair ſtature, cloathed 
almoſt in a meer Country habit, who was diſcourſing with Po/emon ; This was all he 
could diſcern, and ſhe who delired no witneſſes of her converſation , ſeeing her ſelf 
ſurpriſed by that Company,turned her back to him as ſuddenly as well ſhe could, and 
walking haſtily away, went out of the Garden at a little doore that led into an high 
Wood, which grew cloſe by the wall. Lys1Macxvs in whom the conſideration 
of his own miſhaps, had extinguiſhed that curioſity which is naturall to mankinde, 
fought no deeper into that adventure, nor enquired into a ſecret to which he was not 
called ; onely he lifted up his eyes to Heaven,in a reflexion upon his own misfortunes, 
occaſioned by the remembrance of anothers, and taking Araxes by the hand, led 
him to a 4 conggy hp e3 upon the edge whereof being fate down, and making 
bim fit by him, he put him in minde of his Maſters command, and prayed him very 
civilly to recount unto him all the particulars of his life. The Squire who had recei- 
ved ſuch Order from his Maſter,and who of himſelf was willing to obey him , after 

having bethought himſelf a while, began on this manner, The 


4X7 = =) @& Ja. -'% 5 SAG. AR. IEG i ed 


1 << OA kev 


a = 


4 
4% 
4 
LE 
LL: 
Th 
2 38 
. * 
- 
. K 


ATI 


== 


na a: CEPT: _ - 


© 


- 


k 


—— — _ 


Book 1. CASSANDRA., r| 


ww 


THE HISTORY OF 
OROONDATES:. 


N the Relation I am to make you Sir, you will ſee the true piture of the incon- 

ſtancies of Fortune, and ſince my Lords command, and the defire I have to {a- 

tisfie you, engage me to the recital of a life through the whole courſe of it full 

of wonders, I will endeavour to acquit my felf as well as poſſibly 1 can. And 
becauſe it were very ſtrange, if length of time, and the variety of our troubles,ſhould 
not have made part of the accidents that make it up,eſcape my memory, I wiil endea- 
vour to recal to minde, the moſt remarkable ones : and ſince I have the liberty to do 
it, I will diſcover to you things that are miraculous, and unknown to all the reſt of 
mankind. 

Although my Maſters inability to perform it himfelf, had not conſtrained him to 
give this Commiſſion to me, he would have had very great reaſan howſoever ſo tq do, 
ſince that in the miracles of his life,there have ſo many things paſſed to his advantage 
and glory, that his modeſty would never have ſuffered him to relate them to the full. 

zelides, I am ſo well inſtructed in them, having been preſent at the greateſt pact, and 

having learnt thoſe from his owg mouth, of which 1 could not bee an eyc-witnefle, 
rhat even to the ſtyalleſt ragyfflaricies, I am not lefſe knowing in ghem then him- 
elf. 8 1 

His name is Oro@Wates, which without doubt would be more knoyn to you then 
it is, if the necellity of his affairs bad not obliged hun almoſt ever ts conceal it. His 
birth is of the moſt illuſtrious in the world, being the onely ſon and lawful heir of 


' the Great King of Scythia : ſo powerful.and fo terrible to his Neighbours, that even 
| Alexander the Great himſelf, to whom almoſt the whole Earth ſubmitted,neyer made 


attempt againſt him, (as yourſelf can tell better then I) but ro his Joſle and canfu- 
(1100. ' 

As for the qualities of his Minde, you will know them, when you have a little fre- 
quented his company ; and for his Perſon, you ſee what it is : yet I may tell you, that 
how graceful an outiide ovy gon obſerve in him, his Griefs, and the toilſomeneſle 
of his Voiages, have taken off a Ur part of its excellency, having appeared with 
fo much luſtre,while Fortune ſmiled upon him, that even thoſe who were moſt inſenſi- 
ble,never beheld him with an indifferent eye. The King his Father finding in him from 
his very Infancy,the moſt excellent nature hee could wiſh,and in a body marvellouſ] 
handſome, a foul capable of all gallant impreffions, reſolved to nouriſh both wic 
ſo great care, that nane ſhould be ableto reproach him,for not having contributed all 
that lay in him, to fecond Nature who had fo liberally obliged him. It was about 
that time that I, with many others of my age, was given him for a witneſle and com: 
panion of his exercifes : but as he furpalſe us all in birth, ſo did he likewiſe quickly 
outſtrip us in the profit he made under his Maſters, which was ſuch,as ! believe I may 
tellyou without falſhood, that when hee was but fourteen years old, hee excelled in 
$kiltulneſſe, vigour, grace, and dexterity, either to ride a Horſe,dart 3 Javelin, and ufe 
all kind of arms; or indancing,finging,and playing upon the Lyre, both a}l thoſe 
of his own. time, and likewiſe all of former ages. Beſides, the graces of his body, 
they that were near him, obſerved much more advantapgeous-ones, in his manners, 
and converſation : His diſcourſe, and all his ations made appear the vivacity, and 
excellency of his wit; his ſweetnefle and goodnefle were adored by the whole world, 
and indeed he ſought for nothing with ſo much care, as the occaſions of obliging 
vertuous perſons, and when he met with them, he did it ſa handſamely , that his man- 
ner of obliging, engaged them a'great deal more then the qbligatien it ſelf. ' His 
liberality was ſuch, that he kept nothing for himſelf,and from his earlieſt youth, he di- 
ſtributed all the Revenue allotted him for his ſports and pleaſures, among young Gen- 
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tlemen of his own age,with ſo much nobleneſſe and freedome, as made known ſuth - 
ciently,he took as great delight in giving, as the moſt covetous perſons doe in recei- 
ving. In ſhort, all his aftions,and all his choughts,were truly Royal, and all Scyrhia 
with her King, looked upon this riſing $un,as the honour of his Country, and the prop 
of irs future glory and greatneſſe. To ſay the truth, their hopes were not ill groun- 
ded,and you will give me leave to tell you by the way, that his manner of education 
was more then nn ; and without doubt you will think it ſtrange among Scythi- 
ans, whom you Grecians, Macedonians , and other more remote Provinces, have al- 
ways held for barbarous,cruel, uncivil, and ſuch as lived only according to the Lzw of 
Nature ; and I will confeſſe to you, our forefathers were to, and that there are till 
ſome far diſtant places, where they yet retain ſomething of their ancient manners,and 
where they live with much leſſe politeneſſe then amongſt us. But in the Courts of 
our Kings, in the Houſes of perſons of quality,and in our good Towns, they live with 
as much pomp as the Perſians, are as much civilized as the Athenians, and have the 
fame Government that is among the Lacedemonians. Thomirss was one of the hiſt 
that reduced our ſtragling Scythians,within the compaſſe of wall'd Towns; and thoſe 
that ſucceeded her, laboured in it with fo great induſtry , that within a while, the 
brought that free,warlike people, void of all craft, under the ſame Laws with the reſt 
of Emxrope ; ſo thatI can aſſure you with truth, our great King Matthews, doth at 
this day poſſeſſe one of the greateſt, moſtflouriſhing, and beſt govern'd Empires 
of theworld. 


But to return to my Prince, whoſe infancy I will forget, to paſſe on to an enter- 


tainmehft more worthy of you : At fifteen years old , hee was of the ſtature of the 


; talleſt men, and endowed (beſides the dexterity I have already ſpoke of) with fo ex- 
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traordinary a ſtrength, that all the world admired the effeas of it: he was of a very 
healthful conſticution, patient of cold, hear, and all other incommodities, indefatiga- 
ble on foot,or on horſeback; nay, to fuch a degree,that atthar age,he had many times 
continued whole days, and ire 6 compleatly arm'd , and had already given many 
proofs of an undaunted courage. He wanted no opportunities to-ſhew them, for 
the implacable Warwhich was between the King his Father, and the King of Perſia, 
gave him a thouſand occaſions to exerciſe that matchleſſe valour, wherewith the Gods 

ad particularly bleſſed him. Not but that you have heard ſpeak of a War, the be- 
ginnings whereof are as ancient as thoſe of this Empire. Cyr the firſt Monarch of 
the Perſians, laid the Foundations, of ir, and promiſing himſelf the ſame facility in 
ſubduing that Warlike Nation, he had found in conquering the cowardly , and effe- 
minate Lydians,periſh'd in the enterpriſe with his whole Army. Darim,firlt of that 
name, deſiring to repair that loſſe , and the diſhonour of the Perſians, loſtan Army 
there of 100000 men; and if this cruel War had any reſpit during the Reigns of their 
Succeſſors,it was their mutual weakneſs,or the multiplicity of their other affairs,rather 
then any end of their diſcord,which gave them that intermiſſion, Bur this old hatred 
being renewed in the hearts of the late King Dariz, and of the King my Soveraign, 
thoſe two exaſperated Monarchs , ſolemnized it by the death of ſo many thouſand 
men, that the Land of the Maſſageres, will look white yet for many ages, with the 
bones of Perſians and Scythians, which there ended unfortunately their days. 

It was in theſe occaſions that young 0r95ondares paſſed his apprentiſhip,and that be- 
ing ſcarcely out of his Infancy, he made himſelf famous m-ſo many encounters, by a 
thouſand aQtons of courage and diſcretion, that the King his Father conſidering him 
as a man ſent miraculouſly from Heaven : the more to animate,and improve him, did 
not think much, before he was full ſeventeen,to give him the command of ſome part 
of his Cavalry. We had repulſed Dari to the hither (ide of the Araxi, (who 
a while before was entred in perſon into our Countries, where hee had loſt fifty 
thouſand men) and we lay upon the Bank of that River encamped, and entrench'd 
almoſt within ſight of one another,and fix'd in the eternal deſign of doing each other 
miſchief. There paſs'd few days without ſome light skirmiſhes, encounters, or ſingle 
combats ; but no occaſion in which Prince Qrd0ndates made not himſelf remarkable 
by ſome glorious ation, One day (a day alas moſt fatal to our quiet, and which fo 
many 
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many other unhappy ones have ſucceeded,) the King was advertiſed that the enemies 

Army, either through the negligence of their Commanders, or ſome other reaſons 

unknown to us, kept not ſo ſtrict Guards, as the Neighbourhood of fo terrible an 
{. Enemy,ſeemed to require, This intelligence made the King reſolve to aſſault them 
F by night in their Trenches, knowing well that for ations of that nature,the Scyrhi- 
ans have the advantage above all other people of the Earth. The Councel of War 
having been held, and all Orders =_ for that deſign, aſſoon as it was night the 
7 Forces deſtin'd for the execution of it, began to march, leaving in our Camp onely 
i ſuch as were neceſſary for its defence, The Enemies Scouts having diſcovered us, 
fan to give the Alarm to their Camp ; yet their diligence could not prevent us ſb far, 
but that having forced their Out-Guards, we were already upen the'edge of their 
Entrenchments , e're they had notice of us. Their Works were but of ſmall de- 
fence, and their little Trenches being fill'd up with bruſh Faggots, which we carried 
for that purpoſe, our Cavalry entred in a manner without refiſtance. The horrible 
noiſe of our Martial Inſtruments, together with ſo unexpeRed a Surpriſe,ſtruck ſuch 
a terrible fright into the Perſians, that before they could recover their fear, part of 
their Army was already deteated : Indeed this way of making War, was ſo different 
from theirs, that I doe not think it ſtrange, if in the horrour of the dark, an aſſaulc 
ſo little foreſeen, did cauſe ſome confuſion among Soldiers that were faſt aſleep. 
There was a great number ſlain in the firſt onſer, but in the end Aſazers, one of Da- 
ris his principal Commanders,Rallying ſome Forces as well as poſſibly he could, held 
part of oursin play, and gave Darizs leiſure to draw up the reſt into ſome form of 
Battel, But being deſirous to confine my Diſcourſe to Groondates ations, and ſpea- 
. king of others only inaſmuch 2s they are neceſſary to my Relation, I will tell you, 
gh that having charged at the head of three thouſand Horſe, he beat down all that en- 
deavoured to make any reſiſtance, diſdaining through generoſity, to embrue his own, 
or his Soldiers Swords in the blood of men aſleep, and without defence. Hee was \ 
eaſie to be known, though in the dark, by a great white plume of Feathers,  thar | 
waved over the Buttock of an Horſe whiter then Snow, and by a Stone extreamly 
precious among the Perſians, which they call a Pyrope, and which faſten'd on the | 
top of his Head-piece, caſt ſuch a flaming light, as was deſervedly to be wondred 
at. How many aQtions did he in that obſcuriry, worthy of the brighteſt day, and 
of the whole world to be Spectators. His Soldiers taking courage by his example, 
ſtrove all to follow him, and imitating that ſpirit which thruſt him on among the 
thickeſt blowes, were by that conſideration enabled toidoe actions which ſurpaſs'd 
br the ability of men: I was then with my Maſter, and to ſpeak truth, one of the 
2 neareſt to his perſon, which makes me the more knowing in thoſe things that hap- 
pen'd that fatall nighr, To be brief, his courage tranſported him ſo far, that hee 
diſcovered Darius Tents, and knew them by the number of the Guards that de- 
fended them : two thouſand Athenians (beſides the Perſians of the ordinary Guard) 
had taken that charge that night by Darizs Order , under the command of one 
Parro, who was alſo an Athenian, and had been ſome little time under his pay. 
This fight ſtirr'd up a violent deſire in the minde of our Prinee, of winning ho- 
nour, and in that of his Soldiers, of gaining ſo remarkable a Booty, as the Equi- 
Page of the Richeſt and moſt Luxurious King in the whole world. Theſe two 
different conſiderations carried them on to this aſſault, with ſo much eagerneſſe, 
and reſolution, that after a long and ſharp reſiſtance , in which wee loſt the better 
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es part of our men, and wherein all the Athenians fell with moſt honourable wounds, 
b we at laſt remained Conquerours, and were ready to break into the Tents with a 
._ confuſed throng, if the Prince who ſtrove to hinder that diforder,and deſired to pay 


Darius what was due unto his quality , had not ſtopr- us by entreaties and threat- 

nings. The profound reſpe& which every one bore him, as to a divine perſon, 
i cauſed an obedience without murmuring, and then alighting from his Horſe, ac- 
bp companied only by fifry of us which he choſe, whereof I had the honour to bee 
Co one, heentred, with his Sword in his hand, into the Tents, making all the reſt 
$92 ſtay in good order at the going in. But, O Gods, what an aſtoniſhment ou 
NG C is. 
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his, when in ſtead of Enemies which he ſought for , he by the light of an hundre4 
tapers, ſaw a troop of Ladies, who inſtantly ſent forth moſt lamentable cries, and 
ſufficiently teſtified the fright and terrour which the ſight of us had occaſioned in 
therg. They were (as we have known ſince, and as we gueſſed then , by the reſpe | 


the others ſhewed them) the old Queen Syſigambis , Mother to Darims , the Queen | 


his wife , and the two Princeſſes , Sratira, and Pariſatis his Daughters. 

You will not think this relation ſtrange , ſince you know that during all our Wars 
they never forſook him , and that the great number of their Chariots ,- and the good 
order of their Equipage made their abode in the Army , almoſt as commodious as if 
they had been in Perſepolzs. Darins was gon out of the tents , at the beginting of 
the alarm , haſting to thoſe places, where he thought his preſence was moſt neceſ- 
fary; he had (as Itold you ) left the charge of the Princeſſes to them that were of 
the Ordinary Guard , andto thoſe Athenians, who all died fighting obſtinately 
upon the place. Judge if theſe Ladies were affrighted , ſeeing my Prince all ſmear'd 
with blood, his ſword in his hand, and accompanied with ſo many of us in the ſame 
poſture, enter into a place of Conqueſt, with a fierceneſs which even inthe midſt of 
blood would have had ſomething very pleaſing , if the trouble in which they were 
would have permitted them to conſider it, The young Princeſſes more dead then 
living , ſhrunk cloſe to their Mother , and to old Siþgambzs, thinking themſelves 
in ſome _ neer ſo venerablea perſon. That great Queen , to whom the Gods 
had given a heart equall to her quality , blamed their deſpair , and waited for her de- 
ſiny with patience, when the Prince ſurpriſed at ſo unlook'd for an objet, which 
made him ſtand for awhile ſtrucken in a confuſed amazement, at laſt recovered him- 
ſelf, and made his addreſs to her with ſo humble a reſpe&t, that ſhe quickly ba- 
niſh'd all manner of fear , and prais'd the Gods, for having made Daris Family 
fall into the hands of ſo civill an Enemy. 


He had taken off his headpiece , and let the point of his ſword fall to the ground, 


which moved the Princeſſes, being a lirrle ſetled again, to look upon him with a 


heedfull conſideration. The heat of the fight , and the aſtoniſhment of that en- ' 


counter , had added a luſtre to his natural beauty , which in the opinion of thoſe 
Ladies, made him art firſt paſs for a God , but their eſteem grew yet toa greater 
height, when bowing down to the ground , and direing his diſcourſe to Siſigam- 
by , he ſaid inthe Perſian Language , (which he ſpeaks with as much facility , asif 
he had been born in Perſepolis: I ſhould not be pardonable, Madam, in the errour 
which night hath made me to commit , if '«ts darkneſs did not plead for my excuſe, and 
if 1 ud, net proteſt to you before all the Geds, that had I known the ſex , and quality 
of thoſe perſons 1 have ſo mortally offended , 1 would rather have been mine own deſtrutt;- 
en , than have diſturb'd their quiet, or have offred to come in among them ſo unreverent- 
ly ; if my Crime could be repaired, I ſhould not think, my bloud , no nor my life tvo dear 
for its expiation ; but ſince that is not in my power , be pleaſed to give me leave , Ma- 
dam , to conjure you, and theſe Ladies alſo, rocaſt away that apprehenſion , which ſo 
wncivil an entrance hath undoubtedly cauſed in you; Thoſe that are with me, obey my 
Orders , and neither they, nor I, pretend any greater advantage here , rhen the honour 
to ſerve you 4s Guards till the return of your own , and to have the oportumnity of leſſen- 
ing ” ſome ſmall ſervice , the ill opinion this rudeneſs has made you conceive of ns. 
hile he ſpoke on this manner , the Ladies were in ſuch ſuſpence between joy and 
admiration,that Syſgambss could not of a long time find words to anſwer the Civility 
of ſo generous a Conquerour : from a Priſoner which ſhe believ'd her ſelf, ſhe ſaw 
ſhe was not only free,bur ſtill reigning and abſolute over thoſe, tc whom ſhe thought 
ſhe had been captive : Before ſhe would have accounted her condition moſt happy , 
if ſhe could but have hoped to obtain the liberty of her ſelf, and her danghters , by 
a part of Darius Dominions : and this glorious enemy , not only gives up all kind 
of rights, and pretenſions to them , but even offers himſelf to be their defence a- 
gainſt his own Souldiers , and to do.the ſame offices they could have expeRted from 


thoſe, the Gods had made to be born their SubjeAs. The Conſideration of this , 


happineſs, and the admiration of ſo great a vertue , held her for ſome time in a ſu- 
ſpended 
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ſpended filence : but at laſt not to appear uncivil , ſhe aniwered lum with all che hu- 
mility her preſent condicion could require. Whoſcever you are, Sir , whether you be 
born amon? ſt men , or rather ( as your attions reſtifie ) you ſpring from the blood of the 
Gods ; neither I have woras to praiſe you, nor Darius Empires to acquit kimſelf of 
what he owes you , no norheaven it ſelf graces enow to recompence your wvertne ; the 
proof s you give of it , both to our coſt , and to our — , ſtrikg us with ſo much ad - 
miration of your valour , and ſo great a ſence of yoar gooaneſs , that we are doubly yorr 
priſoners ; yonr modeſty hinders you from giving us that title , but our knowleage of the 
ri ghts of war , makes us rake it , and that of your vcrtrne will enable 1s to bear it with 
much patience. She afterwards ſaid many other things to which he lent bur little at- 
tention , having by misfortune fixt his eye upon the face of the Princeſs Statira ;; 
& &. from whence he never withdrew it , till he left her his heart in exchange : A wonder- 
full thing ! who would have believ'd that this young Prince , ſhould finde his own 
loſs, in his firſt Conqueſt ; and that he who had with an indifferent eye, ſeen all the 
beauties af Scythia die for him , ſhould in fight, in blood, and in horrour, meet 
that which he had avoided in the midſt of eaſe, pleaſures, and delights ? And yet 
it is too true , he yeilded himſelf at chat one only ſight, and that was the firſt mo- 
ment of his misfortunes , or rather the womb from whence all his others have taken | 
birth. I ſhall not need to tell you that the Princeſs Sratira, who was then bur fif- | 
teen years old , was the moſt perfe& workmanſhip of the Gods, you have ſeen her \ 
ſufficiently to bear faithfull witneſs of it; I will only ſay that the trouble, and fear 
ſhe had been in, giving ſome addition to her beauty , made her appear ſuch in the 
eyes of my Prince, that he conſidered her not as a mortall perſon, His eyes and 
heart were ſo intentively fixt on her , that he neither thought on Syſgambris , nor 
himſelf ; and we heard a ſtrange noiſe of armes, and #n infinite number of cries 
without the tent , before he could get out of that deep extaſie in which her beauty 
had as it were entranced him. Art laſt one of -our Souldiers entring the tent in haſte, 
Tohorſe, to horſe, Sir, (cri'd he) unleſs you will be ſurpris'd by Darius , who us comiag 
here in perſon with the greateſt part of his forces. This was a moſt ſenfible blow unto 
the Prince , ſeeing himſelf conſtrain'd to depart from her , whom he had ſeen but 
too much ajready , and whom he had fo little hope to ſee again ; yet making a vertue 
of neceſſity , and difſembling his trouble : Ladies ( ſaid he') 1 hall withdraw my 
ſelf if yon pleaſe , ſince by the preſence of your own ſervants , I can be no longer uſefull 
to yo't, and that you will believe your ſclues ſafer nnder their proteftion , then in the 
grard of perſons , in whom yon have yee but little confidence ; At theſe words he made 
chem a low obeyſance, and putting on his headpiece , was going out of the tent , 
when the Queen , Darius his wife , who had not yet ſpoken to him, taking from 
her neck an Incarnadine Skarf , all Embroidred with flames of Gold , enterwoven 
with the Letters of her name, and that of Darizs together , put it over his ſhonlder, 
ſaying ; The Gods forbid, that haviag preſerv'd the honour and liberty of Darius h1s 
mother , wife , and daughters , you ſhould go away from- them without carrying ſome 
mark_of their acknowledgement along with you , keep therefore this poor teſtimony of it 
which 1 give yon , and with it the remembrance of them who are roo powerfully ingaged 
to you , tobe ever guilty of oblivion. The Prince received theſe Words, and the Pre- 
ſent upon his knee , and prouder of that ſpoyle , then of all he had fo generouſly 
deſpiſed , after having taken his lateſt leave , ſeparated himſelf ar laſt, though ex- 
treamly againſt his vill , from that 11luſtrious Company , leaving them a very ſenſi 
ble trouble for his departure, and carrying away with him a fire in his heart , which 
- hath ever ſince conſerv'd, anq which can never be extinguifhed , but with his 
ife. 
The alarm that had been given us, was a very true cone , and to return fo the fight, 
I will tell you in a few words , that' Darius , and Arrabaſrs , having drawn up the 
Army in Battalia , while AZazezs kept our men in play as well as poſſibly he could, 
charged our Troops with ſuch a vigour , that being much more powerfull in number, 
they quickly recovered their affairs, and our men were beginning already to retire, 
when Dari#s , by ſome of his Souldiers, was told the defeat of the Arherians, and 
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the danger of the Princeſſes, His love to them , made him forget all other things, 
and leaving the body of the Army to Artabaſus, he haſted with a ſtrong party to 
fall upon us. Oroondates was ſcarce on Horſeback when he came, and judging him- 
ſelf not ſtrong enough, cauſed a Retreat to be ſounded, and retired in very good 
Order, yet with the loſſe of two or three hundred Horſe. It began to be break of 
day, and our King, who fear'd leſt that ſhould diſcover his weakneſſe , made his 
laſt Diviſions file off, and cauſing Arrabaſus to be reſiſted by the beſt mounted of 
his Cavalry, he retired with the reſt of the Army, not without a conſiderable lofle 
by ſome Charges the Enemy made upon the Rear. 

But admire Orooxdates Fortune , and obſerve how all things cantributed to his 
engagement in an affection that has been ſo ruinous to him. It was already broad 
day, and we were come a good way from the Enemies entrenchments, endeavou- 
ring to overtake the body of our Army, which was Retreating, when by the ſide 
of a little Wood that was hard by us, wee perceiv'd a Combat of ſome twenty 
Horſemen: Art firſt we believd, (as it was true) that ſome of the Enemies ha- 
ving engaged themſelves too far in the purſuit of thoſe that retired, had found fo 
brisk an oppoſition,as made them obſtinate in the fight. Yet Oroondates, to know 
the truth of it, galloped diretly toward them ; we followed , and were witneſ- 
ſes of a fight that fill'd us all with admiration : It was a Perfan Cavalier , whoſe 
arms were all covered with precious ſtones, who ſurrounded by a ſcore of ours,de- 
fended himſelf with ſo wonderful a courage, that he was not far from making them 
all deſpair of the Victory : He had ns 4 a Rampart of dead bodies and horſes ; 
but belides thoſe which we judg'd he had lain, we ſaw thirty or forty more lying 
under foot, as well Scythians as Perſians, which made us know, he had not been 
alone at the beginning of that action, and that thoſe who accompanied him being 
kill'd in his defence, he was left alone, to diſpute his life ſtill againſt ſo great a num- 
ber of enemies ; we all conſidered his vatour as a marvellous thing, and if that of 
our Prince had not equalled it, and made us often ſee fuch Prodigies, we ſhould 
not eaſily have believed the teſtimony of our eyes; Our arrival daunted him nor, 
and being reſolved to periſh, rather then yeild, he refolv'd alfo to ſell his life as dear- 
ly as hecould, and ruſhing in amongſt the Scythians, with greater fury then before, 
made two more of them tumble breathleſſe at his feet; then feeling that his horſe 
wounded in many places, began to fail between his legs, hee ſprung lightly to the 
ground, and endeavoured to prolong his deſtiny by a more then human reſiſtance, 
when our Prince already paſlionately mm love with his vertue, and conſidering the dan- 

er in which he was ſpurr'd on his hack, into the midſt of them, and making him- 

If known to the Scythians, caus'd them to retire with reſpe4, and ſhame at the 
inequality of the combat : ('owards, (cryed he) have you fo little ſenſe of wer- 
twe, 4s not to be moved by that of this gallant Enemy, rather to ſeek, his conſervation, 
then his ruine? Then judging by the richneſſe of his arms, that he was of ex- 
ceeding high .qpe> he alighted from his horſe, and unbuckling his Cask , went 
to embrace him with all teſtimonies of affetion. Invizcible Warrior, (faid he to 


him) pardos the brutiſhneſſe of theſe men, who cannot reverence in you, what they ne- 
ver poſſeſ7d in themſelves; and if you think, I do you any ſmall ſervice, in cauſing 


you to be Convoyed into your own Camp, With all manner of ſafety , grant me for all the 
rights I can pretend, but the honour of your friendſhip, and I ſhall believe my ſelf 
moſt gloriouſly recompenced. The Perſian was infinitely ſurpriſed at an ufage fo 
little ordinary, and judging by the behaviour of our Prince, and by the reſpet 
we bore him, that he was a man of quality, he unbuckled his Helmet alſo, and 
let us ſee ſo rare a handſome face, that we began to loſe the opinion we had, that 
po mans beauty could equall that of Oroondares, They were in age alike, their 
ſtature little different, and we believ'd with fome appearance of reaſon , that the 
Gods had by fo unexpected an encounter, brought together the two moſt accom- 
pliſhed Perſons of the Earth. They beheld one another with admiration, but the 
Perſian highly obliged by the magnanimity, - and civility of the other, took his 
Sword at the point, and preſenting it to him with much fubmilſion , Generome 

Sir, 
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Sir, (ſaid he) hitherto I have diſputed my life and liberty ; but now ſince I can loſe 
meither of them, for one more vertnow then your ſelf, I render my ſelf your priſc- 
ner, with this ſatisfattion, that I yeilded onely to the braveſt of all men living. 
Oroondates ſtepping back with much reſpet: The Gods forbid, (ſaid he) that 1 
ſhould pretend any other advantage Poo this encounter , ſave the friendſhip 1 have 
deſired of you; you are free, unleſſe you be engaged to bear ſome little good. will to 
a Prince that ha's a moſt real paſſion for you ; and invincible, unleſſe you will ſuffer your 
ſelf to be overtome by my ſervices, The Perſian confounded , and excellively in 
love with the vertne of Oroondates, embraced him a ſecond time , with extream 
tendernefle, and faid with much waffeftion: Now it is that I am truly unhappy, 
ſince the Gods ſuffer me to be conquered ſo many ſeveral Ways, and that they can ne- 
ver grant me the means to acquit my ſelf of the beſt part of what I owe you; though 


if the Heavens had made me fall into the power of another, I might have offered him T rea-' 


ſures, and Provinces for my Ranſom, ſince I am Artaxerxes, Darius hi onely ſon, 
and lawful heir of all his Empires; for I think, I ſhould commit a crime (continu- 
ed he) if 1 ſhomld longer conceal from you the name and quality of a Printe , who 
i indebted to you for his life, and Whom the uſage he receives from you, together 
with the ſtrong inclination he ha's to love and honour you for your merit , have made 
entirely yours. Judge, I beſeech you of my Maſters joy, and aſtoniſhment, and 
whither he did not believe the Gods had taken care of his happineſſe , and that 
. they were guiding him to it by ways quite extraordinary. Certainly of all the joys 
he ever felt, that was the greateſt, and that which furpris'd him moſt ; he deſired 
nevertheleſſe to hide the occaſion of it, and to pay Prince eArtaxerxes as Darins 
his ſon, the reſpeRs he owed him as Sratira's Brother. After this knowledge of 
him, he renued his proteſtations with more reſpe&t and ſubmiſſion then before, and 
the young Prince of Perſia return'd them with fuch uſury , that beſides the intereſt 
Oroondates had in his afteion, the conformity of their perſons and manners, join'd 
to theeſteem they had naturally of one another, inflam'd them really with a moſt 
ardent friendſhip. They could never have been weary of giving each other teſti- 
monies of it ; but Orvondates ſeeing Prince Artaxerxes blood run down from ma- 
ny places of his body, began to be extreamly afflicted at it, and perſwading him to 
get upon his horſe, which he forced him to accept of , being the handſomeſt in all 
Scythia z he calF'd for another for himſelf, and getting him to take the way towards 
his Camp ; notwithſtanding all Artaxerxes could doe to diſſwade him from it , hee 
never would forfake him till he was within fight of his Entrenchments. This fe- 
paration was very unwelcome to them both ; and giving each other the laſt farewel, 
with mach trouble, the Prince of Perſia begg'd of Oroondates,with the moſt civil in- 
treaties in the world, to tell him his name, unleſſe he had fome reafon to conceal ir. 
But my Prince not judging that convenient for the defigne he had , thought firto tell 
him he was 0rontes Prince of the Maſſageres,a vaſlal and near kinſman of the King of 
Scythia's. Artaxerxes fatished wich this knowledge, threw his arm once more about 
his neck,and depanted from him with a moſt ſenſible grief. Oroondares was not leſs af- 
ficed at it, then he ; but on the other fide, he was fo joyful for his happineſſe, in 
having done that ſervice to the Brother of her, for whom he had already fo ſtrong 
a ww 3 chat he had much adoe to diſſemble it. When we were return'd to our 
Camp, the King who had been in care for his fon, and who was inforn'd of part 
of his marvellons actions , receivd him with an excefſe of joy and canſing hrs 
arms to be taken off in his prefence, he with much trouble perceived he had two or 
three ſmall wounds, but they were ſuch light ones, that the Prince hardly ever kept 
his bed for them. 

In the reſt of that Summers ſervice, there paſſed nothing memorable, and the 
cold beginning to incommode the two Armies, they both began to think of draw- 
ing away to their Winter Quarters, till the Seaſon ſhould be convenient to take 
the Field again : That of the Perfans diftodg'd firſt, and in its Retreat there were 
fome skirrmſhes , in which it received much lofle ; but being as 1 told you prefs'd 
by the Weather,and in great ſcarcity of proviſions and forage, we did not engage out 
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ſelves in their purſuit. And the = ſeeing the Prince perfeRly cured , after having 

iven out his Orders, and diſpoſed of his Army into ſeveral Gariſons, return'd with 
bis Court to 1ſſedon, or Serica, a Town in Scythia, where he makes his moſt ordina- 
ry Reſidence. 7" 

But though the Prince were in a good condition for the wounds of his body, thoſe 
of bis mind were really grown ſo much worſe, that he had loſt all hope of recovery; 
He ſtrove by a thouſand means to drive away an affection,in which he foreſaw much 
miſchief, and hoped for little ſatisfaftion ; he propoſed to himſelf all the ditticulties 
he had to break through, and all the dangers to which he was viſibly going to ex- 
poſe himſelf ; and the reſult of all his conſ1deratiens , ended in a full acknowledge- 
ment of his fault, but in no hope at all of amendment, Unfortunate Oroondares, 
(faid he to himſelf) by what extraordinary means the Gods have reſold to deſtroy 
thee, and of how great importance doe's thy miſery ſeem to be to them , ſince they lead 
thee on to it by ſo uncommon ways : was it not enough to make thee love with ſo much 
violence, unleſſe they alſo made thee love with ſo much impoſſibility of ſucceſſe-? For 
in ſhort, Wrertched man that thou art, what doeſt thou hope for * What wilt thou doe? 
And what will become of thee ? Think.ſt thou the King of Perſia will give his daugh- 
rer to the ſon of his morral and irreconcileable Enemy ? Doeſt thou believe he will pur- 


chaſe the loſſes he has ſuſtain'd by thy Fathers Subjefts, with ſo dear a price, and 


with ſuch an ingratitude for the death of ſo many thouſand men who have loſt their _., 


lives for his particular quarrel ? Knoweſt thou not that the War between theſe two 
Kings, 1s not of the nature of other Wars; and that neither the intereſts of their 
States, nor the deſire of glory and greatneſſe, laid the foundations of it, but that it 
#& fixt to rhe perſons of the Kings, and of the Royal families ; and that Matheus 
would willingly ſacrifice his Dominions for Darius h:s deſtruftion, and Darius would 
but ſmile at the loſſe of all hus friends, [o he might but overwhelm Matheus in their 
Raines * Hope no more therefore for his alliance, by ways of gentleneſſe, and thoughts 
of a reconciliation, which thou oughteſt not ro expett during the lives of theſe two Kings; 
ſince neither Darius will ever grant his daughter toe Matheus ſon, nor Matheus e- 
ver ſuffer hu ſon to mary Darius daughter : What canſt thou thes pretend to, 
fince theſe ways are forbidden thee? Canſt thou think_to win her by the Sword, and 
conſtrain Darius, the greateſt and moſt puiſſant Monarch of the world , to yeild thee 
that by violence, which thou oughteſt to obtaine by ſervices and ſubmiſſions ? 
But though thou ſhouldſt ſurmount that difficulry, ( which i not in the power of 
man) couldſt thou overcome Matheus his fpirit , aud teare that from him by force, 
which thou muſt never hope for with his conſent ? «And though by miracle thou hadjt 
broke through all theſe obſtacles, ſhoulaſt thou not ſtill have a more dangerous Enemy 
to combat * And doeſt thou believe that Princeſſe , who ha's ſuck'd thu hatred with 
her milk.,who has always been bred up in the Court of the King her Father, with a horror 
and deteſtation of the family of the King of Scythia ; can ever deveſt her ſelf of her na- 
tural inclinations, to love the hereditary enemy of all her kindred ? Oroondates argued 
with himſelf on this manner, upon all the croſſes he foreſaw in his affetion ; and 
theſe conſiderations tormented him ſo viojently, that a leſſe courage then his,would 
infallibly have ſunk under them ; but he having one invincible, and capable of the 
greateſt enterpriſes, paſs'd over the top of all oppoſition ; and grounding himſelf 
upon his moſt fortunate beginnings, upon the friendſhip of Artaxerxes, whom he 
had fo highly and ſo handſomly obliged, upon the eſteem of the two Queens, and 
of the Princeſſe her ſelf, (all whom he had defended from the violence of his ſol- 
diers, and uſed with ſuch eivilitie, though they were his lawfull priſoners by the 
right of War) and ypon the probability that Darizs himſelf whoſe mind and birth 
- were Royal, would not perchance be inſenſible of ſuch _—_— as happily hee 

had never received from his beſt friends : he began to diſhipate his former fears, 
and to theſe laſt conſiderations adding the neceſſity of his love, and the impoſſi- 
bility of being cured of it, he imbarqued himſelf more and more upon that ſea, 
the Tempeſts whereof he has endured for the ſpace of ten whole years. In ſum, 
ſeeingthem diſ-encamp, and that the King his father prepared himſelf to _ 
rae 
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the Araxis the next morning ; after having long diſputed wich himſelf, he at laſt 
rook one of the ſtrangeſt reſolutions, that ever tell into the minde of a Prince, and 
ſending for me at nighr, and calling me to his bed-fide, when he had commanded 
all thoſe that were in his Tent to withdraw, he ſaid to me with a voice a little 
troubled: Araxes, If among all my ſervants, I had not particularly obſerv'd your 
courage, underſtanding and affection to me, 1 wonld not have made choice of you, to 
truſt yoſt with the ſecret of my life, and to make nſe of you alone in a deſugne, upon 
which all my happineſſe and the ſetting of the whole remainder of my dayes, doth 
abſolutely depend; but after having carefully conſidered both your Perſon, and all 
your former Aftions, 1 believ'd you would have judgement enough to ſerve me in 
my Afﬀairs,valour enough to accompany me in dangers, and fidelity enough, never to 
deceive me. Theſe words obliged me to caſt my ſelf at his feet, and make ear- 
neſt proteſtations of my loyalty to him ; in which, he obſery'd ſo much affecti- 
on, that raiſing me up, and embracing me a thouſand times , he diſcovered his 
paſſion to me, and the deſigne he had newly taken, which was ſuch as you ſhall 
hear by the reſt of this Diſcourſe; then having given me his Orders, he com- 
manded me to goe inſtantly about the execution of them, which I did with much 
joy at the honour be did me, and aſtoniſhment at his ſtrange relolution : I choſe 
the four beſt horſes of his Stable, one for him, one for my ſelf, and two more 
for two ſervants, whoſe fidelity was well known to me, and whoſe attendance only 
he meant to make uſe of in the Voiage he intended to rake, After I had fitted this 
ſmall Train, and ſet things in a readineſle to depart before day, 1 went to wait up- 
on the Prince in his Tent, who inſtead of ſleeping, had in the interim employed 
the time, in writing a Letter to his Father, whereof as I remember theſe were 
the very words. 


PRINCE OKOONDATES. 


TO THE 
KING'OF SCTTHIA, 


SIR, 
Should not have left your Majeſty , if you bad not reſolved 
to draw into Garriſon for this colder part of the year, I 
beſeech you by all the affection , which bitherto you have 
honour'd me with, to pardon me the liberty I take, to make 
a little Tourney during this time of reſt and idleneſſe ; a youth- 
ful deſire draws me from your Court, together with a deſagne 
to mould my ſelf in firange Countries, and gain inſtruction 
' in all things neceſſary to be known, that I may become a wor- 
thy Soune of ſuch a Father; my Voiage ſhall not be longer 
then the Winter, and aſſeon as your Majeſty ſhall take the 
Field again, you ſball ſee me with you, to render you thoſe 
ſervices zou ought to expe from your Son 


OROONDATES. 
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Having ended this Letter, he wrote another to his Siſter the Princeſſe Beyrexice, 
of whom I have not yet ſpoken to you, and who nevertheleſle deſerv'd a particular 
commendations as well as her brother, ſince in the excellency of her wit and ver- 
tue, ſhe equalls not onely all the Ladies of her own, but even of all former ages. 
The King after the death of his Queen, whom he had loſt many years before, had 
taken care to have her bred up according to her birth, and the rare endowments that 
were ſeen in her: and the Prince her brother, who lov'd her infinitely, would not 
depart, without giving her proof of his rem&nbrance by a Letter ; having fol- 
ded them up, he gave them to one of his ſervants, commanding him not to deliver 
them till four days afrer. When he had done fo, cauſing all thoſe to goe out of 
the Tent, which were ſuſpe&ted to him, he took his richeſt jewels, and the moſt 
portable money he had, to ſupply our neceſſities, and giving it all into my cuſto- 
dy, he furniſh'd himſelf alſo with admirable good arms, and having paſs'd a great 

( part of the night in theſe employments, we took horſe a little before day, ridin 
the way towards Perſcpolus, and following the track of the Perfian Army, which 
\ had diſtodg'd ſome few days before. 

I will not tell you the Kings grief for his ſons departure, nor that of the Prin- 
ceſſe Perenice, to whom he was extreamly dear: you may gueſle at that as well 
as I, and you know it is of no importance to the reſt of my Diſcourſe ; nor 
will I ſpend time in telling you the particulars of our Voiage, ſince we had in ir 
but very ordinary adventures, and that the tediouſneſſe of them, wonld without 
queſtion tire you : beſides, I have ſo many things of moment to relate , that they 
have caus'd a great many of thoſe of leſſer conſequence to ſlip out of my memo- 
ry. It is enough therefore if I tell you, that the next day after our going away, 
we cloathed our ſelves in Perſian habits, which we had before provided, and Laving 
that Language reaſonable perfe, wee paſs'd without difficulty, both through the 
Towns of Perſia, and amongſt their ſcat'red Fortes which we overtook in our way, 
as they were marching to their Gariſons. We travelled at a good rate , and riding 
whole days, withourt other ſtay then what neceſſity compell'd us to, at laſt after a 
long Journey , we arriv'd at Peyſepolis , whither the _ and his houſhold were 

{ come ſome days before us, and where they made their moſt ordinary abode, as in- 
, deed it was the faireſt Ciry of all Aja; and if your Great Alexander can be bla- 
| med for any of his aQtions, it is for having conſented to its deſtrution, and to the | 
- firing of the braveſt and moſt ſtately Palace in the world. My Prince was over- | 
| joyed to ſee himſelf at the end of bis Voiage, and took a Lodging in the Towne, 
where we reſted a few days, framing our ſelves in the mean time to the manners and 
cuſtomes of the Country, and informing our ſelves of what was moſt neceſſary for 
us, till the Heavens ſhould offer my Maſter ſome fair occaſion of diſcovering himſelf 
to Prince Artaxerxes. It preſented it ſelf within a ſhort while , and the moſt ho- 
nourable that could be wiſh'd, for our Landlord told us news, that contented him 
extreamly, in the deſign he had not to make himſelf known, but in a handſom man- 
ner, and to the purpoſe. We learn'd of him, that within lefſe then a week , the 
Kings birth day was to be celebrated, according to the cuſtome of the Perſians, and 
of many other Nations : and to divert the Ladies from objets of War , and give 
them proof of their gallantry and dexterity , Artaxerxes and other young Lords, 
had obtain'd leave of the King to make a Match for Courſes and Combats on horl-. 
back, to which every body ſhould be admitted, and whereof the Princeſle Sratira 6 
her ſelf ſhould give the prize : This kind of Combating has been uſed a long time |; 
amongſt the Perſians, and of late amongſt us, and is on this manner. Two Cava- , 
liers arm'd at all points, with ſtrong Javelins, whoſe heads are blunted, run againſt * 
each other full ſpeed , and a in the midſt of the Carriere , ruſh with their | 
Shields and Javelins, fo imperuouſly at one another , that if their darts break nor, 
one of them muſt of neceſlity fall to the ground : the Conquerour is obliged to | 
bear the ſhock of the ſecond, third, and all the reſt, till ſuch time as hee bee beaten * 
down, or that he have no more enemies to eficounter. If he be overcome , hee , 
that hath had the berter of him, is tyed to the ſame conditions, till the laſt ; having | 
got 
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got the Vifory of all the reſt, goes to receive the pr.ze with a great deal of pomp 
and ceremony. Oroondates, who knew the conditions of Combars of this nature,and 
who in that exerciſe and all others, is one of the ableſt and moſt vigorous men in 
the world ; prais'd the Gods for that fair opportunity they afforded him,t» make 
his coming to that Court remarkable, and to let the Princefſe whom he adored, 
know, with how many graces the Gods had favoured him : $0 being reſolv'd noc 
to loſe that happy occaſion, he gave me order to provide what was neceſſary , and 
prepared himſelf for that day with all the diligence that was poſhble. 

Scarce Ci4 the day ſo much deſired begin to appear , when he was already up, 
and call d for his Arms : but our Landlord told us, the Courſes were not rill after 


the King had dined, which yet would be haſten d, that ſo much more of the day | 


might be beſtowed in that diverſion. Why ſhould I detain you any longer , and 
won the time of which my Maſter was extream impatient > The wiſh'd for 

owre comes, Oroondates compleatly arm*d, mounts on horſeback, and goes into 
the place appointed, being accompanied by none but mee. The magnificence and 
ſtate of that gallant Aſſembly, rook his eyes up for a while ; bur ſeeing the King, 
the Queens, and the Princeſles arrive, he deſpiſed all other objeQs, to fix his fight 
upon the moſt noble ones, and inſtantly ſought out her with his bodily eyes, who 
was always preſent to thoſe of his mind. The extraordinary richneſle of her Ap- 
parel, did not diſguife her from his knowledge, and ſhe who in a fleight Field ha- 
bit, by the light of a few Torches, in the terrors of fight , and the apprehenſion 
of her Captivity, ſhewed ſo Charming: Now amidſt all her Jewels in broad day 
light, and upon a ſtately Throne , appear'd -to him ſo glorious and triumphant, 
that his wounds open'd afreſh, and his flames were more then doubled. He was 
quite at a loſle in the conſideration of her; and if the ſound of the Trumpets had 
not rouz'd him out of the deep extaſie te was in, to make him think of the deſign 
that brought him thither , he would have ſpent the whole day in that delightfull 
contemplation. 

The Princeſſe Pari/atis was cloſe by her, little different from her elder ſiſter, ei- 
ther in the bravery of her dreſſe, her outward beauties, or inward vertues. The 
Queens fate a little above them, and the King accompanied by his brother Oxyarres, 
and attended by Artabaſus, Mazers, and a great many of his chief Others, whole 
age excuſed them from thoſe violent exerciſes, was under another cloth of State, 
not far from that of the Ladies. When Orooadates had looked upon them a little, 
he turn'd to behold Prince Artaxerxes, who at the head of all the young Cavali- 
ers, was mounted upon the ſame horſe he had given him at their parting, arm'd 
all in bright Arms,without any device. After they had by lot decided who ſhould 
run firſt, they began che Courſes at the ſound of many Trumpets , to the great 
contentment of the SpeRators, and to the praiſe of many young Gallants, who in 
them gave great proofs of their force and aQtiveneſſe. I will not tell you the par- 
ticulars of all, but only touch them that concern my Maſters affairs, and the thread 
of my Diſcourſe. You ſhall know then that after many brave Carieres, the honor 
yet belong'd to Cambiſer, Maze his fon, when my Maſter having no longer pati- 
ence, came into play among the reſt ; inſtantly the whole Aſſembly caſt their eyes 
upon him, and truly the habit he was in at that time, pleas'd me ſo much, that I 


muſt needs deſcribe it w you in two words. All his Armour was made of little ' 


ſcales of (ilver, edg'd with gold, and'in the moſt remarkable places, ſtones of great - 


life and value, the bottome of his Cafſack (which appearing under the lower parts | 
' of his Curaſſe, covered his thighs to the upper part of his knee) was purple,imbrot- 


dered with flames of gold very rare and artificial ; his (leeve (which coming out of + 
an antique work in gold, made like a Lions mouth, covered his arm unto the elbow) . 


' was of the ſame; his buskins were leather ſilvered like ſcales edged with gold , as ' 


his Curaſſe,  faſten'd- at the mid-leg with golden muzzles, like thoſe of his fleeves, 


+ 


and buckles of rubies ſer with excellent workmanſhip ; his head-piece made alſo of | 


ſcales, was covered with a filver Dragon, whoſe creſt, wings and claws, were gold; 


my 
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my Maſters head and ſhoulders were all covered with them : Yet not ſo much, but 
that one might eaſily ſee the $\arf he had received from Darizs his Queen,which ſuit- 
ed wonderfully well with the reſt of his attire, and in which hung a rich Sword, | 


| the blade whereof crooked as a Cymiter, was of the beſt in Syria, and the hilt of \ 
| the moſt curious work, His horſe was black as Ebony , with onely a little ſtar in 


his forehead, and of ſo perfect a ſhape, ſo full of ſpirit, and of ſo proud a cariage, 
in all his airs, that he did not ill accompany the grace and skill of his Maſter; and 


| he on the other ſide rode him with ſo much expertneſle and vigour, and put him on 
-into the Liſts with ſo Majeſtick a faſhion, that he preſently drew the eyes, and I be- 


lieve the hearts of the whole Aſſembly. Cambiſes not diſdaining an enemy of ſo 
brave a preſence, came to receive him in the midſt of the Courſe with more courage, 
then good fortune, for he not onely made him reel, but threw him out of his Sad- 
dle,with ſuch force, that fAlying over the crupper of his horſe, he made the prin 
of his whole body upon the ſand. There was a great cry among the whole com- 
pany at (ambiſcs fall , and Oroon ates finiſh'd his Carriere exceeding gracefully, 
He had overturn'd two or three others with the ſame facility, when Hydaſpes, Arta- 
baſus ſon, impatient and jealous of his glory, preſented himſelf at the end of the 
Liſt. My Prince received him with joy, and ſeeing him ſet forth at the ſound of the 
Trumpets, did the ſame, and ran upon him like lightning ; the courſe indeed was ve- 
ry fair on both ſides ; Oroondates roughly ſhaken by Hydaſpes blow, loſt both his 
ſtirrups, but he encountred Hydaſpes with ſuch violence, that hee threw him a good 
way from his horſe; and having ended his carreer with the ſame gracefulneſle , hee 
alſo unhors'd Beſſus and Ngrbaſanes; 1 ay, that Beſſns and that Narbaſanes, Mon- 
ſters of our Age, who have ſince daſely imbrued their hands in the blood of their 
Prince, My Maſter having diſmounted them, did the like to Mythraves, — 9 
Oxydates, Ariobarſanes, Phradares, Oriobates, and Cohortanus ; and proud of to good 
ſucceſs, ſet himſelf in order to receive the Valiant Afemnon , who turning with 
Love for Barſina, Artabaſus daughter, prepared himſelf to repair her Brothers dif- 
honour. You ſince have known them both, Barſna afterwards being Memmor's 
Widow, merited the Aﬀections of Alexander ; and that great Memnon did ſuch 
remarkable things againſt Alexander, that his memory will never dye amongſt the 
TRIS The Prince of Scyrhia knowing the reputation of this Man,who was already 
at that time highly advanced, gathered together his utmoſt force to preſery that honor 
againſt him, which hee had gotten againſt Hydaſpes ; and therefore when hee ſaw 
him move, he came to meet him in the midſt of his Courſe. The violence of this 
encounter was ſo great, that their Javelins broke in a thouſand pieces, and their 
Horſes not being able to bear ſo unuſuall a ſhock, yy backward, and could 
not recover themſelves without the help of the Spur, with which their Maſters having 
wakened them, got them again upon their Feet with much adoe, and made an 
end of their Carreer, ſo that one could not obſerve any advantage on either fide: 
A generall Shout ſolemnized the excellency of that Courſe, and they that were 
acquainted with Aemnon's Valor, already conſidered my Prince with admiration, 
while he alone deſpiſed himſelf; and vex'd with Grief and Shame, took another 
Dart, by the example of Memnon who had done the like, and ruſhing againſt 
each other more impetuouſly then before , they made the whole Aſſembly admire 
a Carriere more furious then the former, but of a different ſucceſſe. Qre- 
ondates was ſoundly ſhaken, and the valiant AMemnon, after having totteted 
a while , fell at laſt under his horſes feet. His fall caus'd great acclamations 
of wonder , which redoubling my Prince's courage , did at the ſame time work 
a contrary effe&t in ſome of thoſe that yer remained. But Prince Artaxerxes 
already paſſionately in love with my Maſters valour , would have made trial of it 
himſelf, and was advancing with that deſign, when hee ſaw Rheſaces in the Car- 
reer, and Spithridates at one end, to take the place of him that ſhould be overthrown, 
Theſe two famous Soldiers were they that made Alexander the Great, run ſo much 
hazard at the paſſage of the Gravicas, and who were both lain in that battail, one 
by Alexander himſelf, and the other by the hand of C/ysns; being both of them realy 
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valiant,they put my Maſter to ſome trouble, but having been diſ-mounted at the firit 
Courſe, they gave way to the impatience of the Prince of Perſia, who at laſt turned 
his horle to take his Carriere againſt Oroondates. Then it was that the whole place 
reſounded with an Univerſal ſhout, and that all the Aſſembly admiring the valour 
of this Stranger, and grounding their laſt hopes on their Princes courage, were in 
ſuſpence expecting the ſucceſs, and beheld intentively the Courſe of thoſe two Wa: 
riours. They ſet out at the tlurd ſignal of the Trumpets, but being ready to meer, 
my Maſter unwilling to offend the Prince of Pixſia, threw his Javeline to the 
ground, and covering himſelf with his ſhield, fate firm in his ſagdle, to receive the 
blow of ſo redoubted an hand : Arraxerxes dart was ſhiver'd in a thoufand pieces, 
and if it had not ſlipt upon Orcondates ſhield, he had run an exceeding grear ha- 
zard in that encounter ; his horſe was ſo aſtonied with it, that he lew back tive ot 
ſix ſteps, ready to ſet his hinder quarters on the ground ; but my Maſter reviving 
him with the ſpur, thruſt him forward , and ſettling himſelf in his ſeat, ended his 
Carriere, almoſt without ſeeming to have been at all diſcompoſed. All the world 
obſery'd this ation , and the King himſelf having conſidered it, witneſſed by the 
clapping of his hands, both the notice he had taken of it, and the marvellous eſteem 
he had of that noble Stranger. 

But Prince Artaxerxes, who had perceiv'd it as well as the reſt, and who by reaſon 
of his ſurpriſe, and the ſwiftneſs of his courſer had not been able to ſhew the ſame 
conſideration of him ; turn'd his horſe, quite aſtoniſhed , and coming ſottly to him, 
ſaid, being half netled at this ation: / kyow not why you ſpared me ſo , unleſs it Were 
in contempt ; yet I think not my ſelf ſo inconſiderable, but that he with whomſocver 1 
have to do , may ſtand in need of all his Forces ; however, if it be ont of any coaſiderat ic: 
of friendſhip , 1 remain much obliged to you for it , and ash, you pardon for the vain at- 
tempt of my armes againſt you. My Prince who could not detire a better occaſion to 
diſcover himſelf, rook his hand , and bowing in reſpe& to his very ſaddle , an- 
ſwered with a reaſonable loud voice. He that would only bear arms for you, will never 
make uſe of them againſt you; and is not come ſo far to ſeek you, that he might give you 
proofs ſo contrary to the deſire he ha's never to be but yours, 1 cannot contemn a vertae, 
of Which I have already had ſo many teſtimonies ; but ſince it hath abſolutely Woun me, 
diſdain not alſo the zeal of him , who hath dedicated the reſt of his life anto yonr ſervice. 
Artaxerxes more confounded then before , caſt his arm about his neck , and embra- 
cing him lovingly ; whoſoever you are (ſaid he) though it were the King of Scythia 
himſelf, I am already Wholly yours, and the knon ledge of your vertue , and m y obligation 
to you, engages me ſo powerfully to be ſo, thar nothing ſhall ever be able to ſeperate me from 
that reſolution. But I beſcech you ( continued he, untying the ſtraps of his headpiece) 
conceal no longer from me the face, nor name of him that hath ſo fully gain'd my heart, 
and to whom { have voWw'd my ſelf with all my affettions. 1 will obey you, replyed Oro- 
ondates, and though neither of them are much known to you, perhaps they may recall in- 
to your mine the Idea of a perſon , to whom out of meer goodneſs, you have promiſed 
ſome part in the hononr of your remembrance. At theſe words he unbuckled his belmer, 
and the beauty of hisface , and youth, producing their ordinary effe4, inſtantly 
drew the eyes, and the aſtoniſhment of the whole Aſſembly. Arraxerxes dazled 
as well as the reſt, knew him not at firſt, but having looked awhile upon htm, and ea- 
ily recalling to minde both the tone of his voice, and the features of his countenance, 
was ſo ſurpriſed with joy, and with amazement ,. that not being able to expreſs either 
by word, oration, heremain'd a long time ſilent, and unmoveable. When his 
wonder was overpaſt, and that joy had gotten the ſole place in his heart, it broke forth 
with a crie of gladneſs, and tears which he could not poſſibly retain, and then lift- 
ing up his hands, andeyes to Heaven z Grear Gods (cry'd he) moderate your mercy 
rome , if you will not either have me die, or be uathaxkfull;and having ended thoſe few 
words, he threw himſelf into Orooadates armes, and hugg'd him berween his with 
ſo much vehemence, that my Maſter found he truely and ardently loved him: 1y 
dear Orontes ( ſaid he, kiſſing hima thouſand times) # it poſſible thar it 1s you yore ſelf, 
and that really I ſee you , and embrace you? Good Gods if it be a dream, grant that it 
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may laſt eternally 3 and interrupting theſe words with infinite expreſſions of kindneſs, 
he would not have given them over of a long time , if the King who ſaw their aftions 
from his ſtate, but could not hear their words, had not ſent Bagoas, to let him know 


- he deſired to ſharewith him in his contentment, and in the {1ght of that gallanc 


Stranger. 

7 > had no ſooner received this command , but taking Oroondaves by the 
hand, he led him to his father , ſhewing in his face ſo exceſſive a joy, that every body 
judg'd he had ſome powerfull cauſe to love him. Both of them having alighted, 
went up the ſteps of the Scaffold, and being come to the King, my Prince kneeling to 
ſalute him after theFerſian manner, Artaxerxes at the ſame time ſaid, $zr,to oblige you 
ro pay this Stranger the honour that is due to him , 1 ſhall only need to tell you he us the 
Prince of the Maſſagetes. Darin having learn'd by his ſon, the uſage he had recei- 
ved from thatPrince, appear'd no leſs ſurpris'd then he , and rifing with a ſuddain 
joy, took himup , and embraced him with much love , and tenderneſs ; he began 
his kindnefſes often times afreſh, and obſerving things in him which were far above 
ordinary men, could not be content to make an end of them. Ay ſon (aid he) (fir 
ſo it is I may with juſt title call him, by whom I yet poſſeſſe this other which the Gods have 
given me ) what deſigne ſoever may have brought you ro this (,ourt , know that you art 
here extreamly welcome , and that affording me the ſight of one of thoſe two admirable per- 
ſons, whom I have ſo ardently deſired to behold, you makg me no leſs happie , then nhen 
you preſerv'd , and regave me my only ſon, If the Goas who have granted me Empires 
in ſubjcition, had not given you vertue enowgh to diſdain them, I wonld offer you part of 
mine , but ſince all that I poſſeſſe, ts below your merit, Ican only offer you our hearts, 
and an eternal deſire to requite your generoſitie, by all that ſhall ever come within onr pow- 
er. My Prince anſwer'd ſo obliging a diſcourſe , with all manner of reſpet, and 
ſubmiſſion, conſidering the perſoa of the greateſt King in the world , the kindneſs 
he expreſſed to him , and the advantage he pretended by it. Darizs having moreo+ 
ver kiſſed his cheek, ( a remarkable favour among the Perſians ) would himſelf pre- 
ſent him to the Ladies,and having led him to their Scaffold; Ladies(faid he,coming up 
tothem)give the Prize unto this Prince,not only of the Courſes but of the life and libertie 
of Artaxerxes.Before they could anſwer, Artaxerxes told them the pretended name of 
my Maſter,and thoſe great Princeſſes, ſeized with ſo unexpeRed a contentment, recei- 
ved him with teſtimonies of favour,which cannot be expreſſed ; the Queens embraced 
him,and the Princeſſes more reſerv'd,ſaluted him very civilly. After all the particulari- 
ties of this reception,the Princeſs Statira,by the Kings command,gave my Maſter the 
Prize of the Courſes, which was a Bracelet of Diamonds, the faireſt, and the 
beſt ſer that could be found in Aſia. There was a civil conteſtation, between him, and 
Prince Artaxerxes, to whom he would have yeiled that honour , which beingen- 
ded , he kneeled down to receive it, and then it was that all the Ladies conſidering 
him more nearly , thought they ſaw the ſame perſon from whom they had received 
ſo great a ſervice, and of whom they yet dearly preſerv'd the remembrance. Whilſt 
they were yet in doubt of it , the Queen caſt her eyes upon the Skarf ſhe had given 
him , where obſerving the Letters of herown name » and that of Darizs. It 55 too 
much (cri'd ſhe) Great Gods ! it 15 too much ; and ſhewing the Skarf to Syſgambrs, 
and the Princeſſes , made them ſee clearly who it was : then inſtantly they all roge- 
ther ſent forth cries of wonder which confounded the King, and the whole Compa- 
ny, and they ſo perfetly remembred all the lineaments of his face, that they were 
aſtoniſhed at themſelves for having been ſo long before they knew him. '7 x: he , 
(cri'd Syſigambss) *ris he. Yes Madam, (reply'd the Prince) 1 am he who having com- 
mitted againſt you an irreverence unworthy of forgiveneſs , come now ro preſent my ſelf 
at your feet , rather toexpett» puniſhments, then receive recompences from you. They 
were ready to have anſwered him , if the King, and his ſon already inſtructed in the 
cauſe of their admiration , and tranſported more then can be imagined , had not in- 
terrupted them , to do him honours which it is impoſſible for me to relate, Oxyar- 
tes, «Artabaſms, Nazers , and all thoſe that were neer Darius , ſaluted him with 
great expreſſions of friendſhip and reſpet: Even AMemnon himſelf, Hydaſpes , and 
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the reſbof thoſe he had diſmounted, paſſed many Complements with him, and ſhew- 
ed much joy to have yeilded only to that hand , which in one night had preſerv'd 
Darius his whole family. The King openly call'd him the Ange! Guardian of his 
Houſe ; and 1 remember, that at that time, he brake forth into theſe Prophetick 
words to thoſe that were about him : Ur cannot poſſibly be (ſaid he) but that /0 great, 
and unexpetted 4 happineſs, muſt needs threaten me ſome very ſtrange misfortune. Ne 
ſtuck but a while upon this thought, and getting up into lus Chariot again , made 
Oroondates accompany him to his Pallace , where he caus'd Lodgings to be appointed 
him , though he uſed great endeavours to avoid that honour : when they were come 
thither , the King entre into his Cloſer , whither calling only Artaxerxes, and my 
Maſter , he made the dore be ſhut, and ſeeing himſelf alone with them , Ir « im- 
poſſible ( ſaid he to my Prince) that being a Vaſſal and Kinſman to the King of Scythia, 
yon ſhould have left his Court , to retire to that of his mortall and irreconcileable Enemy, 
without very ſtrong and preſſing conſiderations; I beſeech you hide them not from me,and be- 
lieve that what canſe ſoever can have brought you hithcy, you in my Court ſhall have 
both all manner of power , and a moſt aſſured retreat. The Prince of Scythia, after 
having with all humility given the King thanks for his moſt obliging offers, made 
him this anſwer , which he had contrived beforehand. 

TheGoads are my witneſſes , that in the two ſmall ſervices Thad the honour to do your 
Majeſtics Family, 1 hadno other aim but that of my duty , and the reſpett I thought my 
ſelf obliged to bear to perſons of ſo high a quality; and that I never propoſed unto my ſelf, 
the glorious recompence 1 receive for them , without having merited the leaſt part of it ; 
Yet theſe whom 1 had moſt frequented , and who had leaſt cauſe to ſuſpett me , made not 
the ſame judgement of them; for aſſoon as I was retury'd unto the King , I was ſlandered 
for thoſe two attions, þy thoſe very men that had accompanied me inthem : whether it 
were that their bruti/hneſs diſapproved thiags [0 contrary to their 'nature ; 0r that they 
envied me the favours the Goas had granted me; or ( 45 it ts moſt probable) that they con- 
ceived this ſpleen againſt me, for having hindred them of the ſpoyle they pretended to in 
prizes of ſuch ineſtimable value; whatſoever it were , they accuſed me of treaſon, and of 
By intelligence with your Majeſt yzand by their prattiſes ſo ſtirred up the King againſt 
me, that he reſolv/d to put me todeath; I received divers advertiſements of it ,» from 
many of my friends, but I deſpiſed them all, truſting to mine own innocence , till walks 
one day with the Prince of Scythia, that young Prince who ever loved me, and wich 
whom 1 ws brought up ; having led me aſide to aby-place where hts attion could not be 
obſery'd by any body , wrote wpon the ground with the point of a Javeline he had in his 
hand , theſe few words which I read as faſt as he wrote them; Flye Orontes,oz thou art 
but dead; but flye today , if thou wilt not die to mozrow : and having put ont the 
writing With his foot , aſſoon as þs\ſaw that I had read it , he left me quite confounded, 
and went back, to the reſt of rhe Company. Thy advertiſcment had more power with me 
then all the reſt , and made me believe , that that young Prince being bound by Oath net 
20 tell bis Fathers ſecrets , had made uſe of that device to ſave me, without exaſperating 
the Gods againſt himſelf: 1 then ſaw plainly it waz a truth , and conſidering tht danger 
that threatened me , 1 departed that very night with as ſmall a retiune as poſſibly I could, 
without havins any other deſigne , then that of flying from the Kings anger. The next 
day being already got a great way from our Camp , 1 remembred the Prince of Perlia's 
goodneſs , and the promiſe he had made me, after the ſlight ſervice I had done him. I at- 
{ocall'd to minde the good fortune I had had in the Encounter of the © neens , and per- 
ſwaded my ſelf , that being in diſgrace only for thiſe two occaſions, 1 ſhould not at all do 
wnhandſomly , ia making your Majeſty my Sanftuary, and that yets would be {6 graci- 
ous 4s to protett an innocent Prince, baniſhed from his Countrey by tbe calmmmy of his E- 
memies. : 

He added many other words to this diſcourſe, acthe end of which , the King ſaid 
to him, If we did net receive a oreat advantage by your Diſgrace, we ſhowld conaole 
it with you ; but how great ſoever our Obligations to you are, wee cannot atrerly 
lay afide the affettion we bear our (elf : though the King of Scythia were nor 
mine Enemy, 1 am boung by ſo many conſiderations to protett you , ag _ 
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hazard my Empires , and my life it ſelf for your defence; and becauſe it were not juſt 
ou ſhould be unhappie only for having obliged us with ſo much generoſitie , believe that 
you ſhall finde as advantageous conditions here , as among the Scythians ; and that for the 
Province of the Maſſagetes which you loſe , I will give you choice of the beſt of mine, 
without pretending to engage you , either to reveal the ſecrets of your Prince , or to bear 
arms againſt him. Oroonaates caſting himſelf at the Kings feer, kifl 'd his hand in a 
thankfull acknowledgement of his favours, and retiring to his quarter , found or- 
der was already given to ſettle him a houſhould. Preſently they provided him an 
Equipage worthy of his true quality , and ſo great Penſions were allowed to enter- 
tain him , that he could not have been better fitted with all things, in the Court of 
the King his Father. 

See in what manner my Prince was received, and ſtaid by Darixs with ſomuch 
ſatisfaction, for his happy — , that heloſt the remembrance of all the dan- 
gers to which he expoſed himſelf , and of all the dithculties he had yer to overcome. 
I had forgot to tell you , that the name of Oroxtes Prince of the Maſſageres, was not 
an imaginary one ; the Maſſageres bad really had a Prince of that name ; of Oroox- 
dates age, and bred up with him, but they had loſt him at the firſt paſſage of the Arax- 
5s, by the fall of a bridg of boats, which ſunk unfortunately under him , and many 
others that periſhed with him ; this reaſon perſwaded my Maſter , to take the ſame 
name again , he had already given himſelf , at the encounter of Artaxerxes , belie- 
ving that if the newes thercof ſhould come into Scythia , he might paſs there for the 
true Orontes, who might be thought to have eſcaped drowning ; knowing alſo , that 
notwithſtanding all the diligence that could be uſed , they never by any means could 
finde his body. 

In the mean time the King of Perſia , who truely was one of the beſt , and moſt 
generous Princes in the world , ſeeing himſelf ſo highly obliged ro my Maſter, deſi- 
red to requite the ſervices he had received from him , by ſuch proofs of love, and ſuch 
remarkable favours, as might ſerve for an example to Poſterity, and a ſpur to 
thoſe that were coldeſt in his ſervice. And indeed he heaped ſo many preferments 
upon him, honoured him with ſo many offices , and aſſured him of his good will by 
ſo many tokens, that withina ſhort time neither Memnon, Maze, Artabaſm, rior 
Oxiartes himſelf were more conſiderable in the Court then hee. Many perſons, e- 
ſpecially ſuch as knew his obliging nature , made their applications to this new fa-_ 
vourit, and to ſay truth , { he had unreſiſtable charms to attra& hearts withall, and / 
wonderfull ſtrong chains to hold thoſe he had attracted.) All the riches he received 
from Darius , he ſhared among thole that werein moſt neceſſity, and ſtraitened him- 
ſelf in his Domeſtick expences , to follow his liberal inclination, All ſuitors for of- 
fices, or penſions, addreſſed themſelves only to him ; and though he carried himſelf 
very modeſtly toward theKing,and never asked a thing of him but with baſhfulneſs, 
yet did he proceed fo handſomly,and with ſo much moderation,thatwithout being ac- 
counted troubleſom, he afforded part of his favour to all thoſe that would acknowledg 
it. This manner of carriage , wrought an effec very extraordinary in the mindes of 
the Courtiers, who ſuppreſſing their envious nature , beheld his fortune with glad- 
nels, and never gave us any knowledge that he had gain'd himſelf one enemy, for a 
thouſand admirers ; whether it were that they knew him void of ambition , or that 
the marvellous aſcendent he hath upon all hearts exempted him ; or that (as it is alſo 
probable) he tyed them to him by good turnes, wherewith he obliged all the world, 
The Queens and Princeſſes moved by gratitude, and the inclination they had to ver- 
tue , together with the Kings command , ſtrove who ſhould favour him moſt, and 
deveſted themſelves of that gravity, which in Pez is uſuall among Ladies of their 
| , to give him proofs of their good opinion. In all Companies they ler him 

ce the particular eſteem they had of him ; contrary to the cuſtom he had free acceſs, 
and entrance into their Lodgings, and converſations , and by the Kings will and com- 
mand, he lived with them, in the ſame freedom as Prince Arraxerxes. But all the de- 
monſtrations of love he received from the King , the Ladies, and the whole King- 
dome , were weak in compariſon of thoſe that were ſhewn him by that Prince, He 
| gave 
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ave his heart ſo abſolutely to my Maſter , arid #ry Maſter engaped himſelf in ſo 
trict a friendſhip with him , that never were two Lovers linked with a more violent 

paſſion ; whether it were a hunting, or at other exerciſes, or in viſitirig Ladies, they 

were never ſeen aſunder ; At firſt Oroondares prefſed Arraxerxes to receive what was 
due to him from the Prince of the Ab__—_ : buthe fo often teſtified he was not 
pleaſed with thoſe reſpeAs, and conjured him fo ardently to forbear them , that my 

Maſter, after much reſiſtance, was at laſt conſtrained to let himſelf be overcome, and 

to live with him almoſt in the ſame faſhion, as he ſhould hare done if his true quality 

had been known. This freedome abſolutely conquered Orooxdatts, and pluhged 
him into that friendſhip , for which he hath ſince received ſuch ſencible aflitions; 

And truely I muſt conteſs to you , that the Sun never beheld any thing more loveh 

then Artaxerxes , and that I have not attributed any qualities to my Maſter, which 

that Prince poſſeſſed not as advantageouſly as he: You already know ſomething of 
his valour , his handſomneſs was admirable , his goodneſs went beyond it, and in all 
his aQions he had a grace fo little common, that it was impoſſible to know him , and 

not to love hith. 1 wonder not if my Maſter was bound to him with fo ſtrong a 

chain , ſince I my ſelf have felt the effeAs of his merits, with a paſſion which ſhall 

for ever make me feverence his memory. 

This remetnbrance rhade ſome tears fall from Ar.xes eyes, and Lyſimac hus who 
till then had heatk'ned without intertupting him , coming as it were ut of a trartce, 
in which his aſtofiiſhment and atrention to the recitall of thoſe extraordinary things, 
had buried hirm ; I hear a part with you (ſaid he) in your grief whatſoever it be z biut 
J0# have told me ſuch ſtrange advent tres,and wherein 1 perceive I ſhall have a very gredt 
ſhare, that it 14 impoſſible for me to expreſs the confuſion you have put me in: Tet proceed 
1 pray you , and fear not that I will interrupt you. 

The Prince of Scythia (continued Araxes) did indeed receive ſome ſatisf4Rion in 
the kindneſs of Artexerxes , in the favour of Darims , and in the love of his whole 
Family , and conſtrain'd himſelf as mach as was poſſible for him , to teſtifie his ac- 
knowledgement ; But his paſſion which was infinitely augmented by converfing 
with the Princeſs, could not be fatisfed with thoſe contentments ; and thoſe favours 
whetewith he was in a manner overwbelmed , how dear foever they were to him, 
began to be but troubleſome, when he turn'd his thoughts upon thoſe, whereon he had 
fixed his whole deſires, He ſaw the Princeſs daily , entertain'd her with much liber- 
ty , and was looked upon with a very favourable eye , that great and vertuous Lad 
thinking her ſelf obliged , to take off much of her ſeverity for his ſake , and at lea 
to afford 4 goodlook , to the preſerver of the whole Royal Family ; beſides, my 
Maſters rare endowments , already producing in her , fome of their afuall effe&s ; 
had made no light impreſſion in a minde already prepoſteſs'd with powerfull obliga- 
tions. This converſation perfected the undoing of my poor Prince , and diſcovering 
charms in the minde and manners of that divine Princeſs, which were miore at. 

traQive then thoſe he had obſerved in her face, he gave himfelf ſo over to his paffion, 
that by it, he loſt not only part of bis invincible courage, but alſo the whole remain- 
der of his quiet. The liberty he had with her , made him but the more ſad , and all 
he could do for himſelf in his preſent condition , was to be patient and wait the plea- 
fure of the Gods, without attempting any other remedy. To expreſs love to her as 

Orontes, he ſaw but little reaſon, and leſs hope of being favourably received; and to 
diſcover himſelf, was the utter ruine of all his projets, and too evident a danger of 
his life, which yer he would have hazarded without diffieutry , if he had ſeen but 
never ſo lictle probability in his deſigne ; Theſe conſiderations which he often did 
me the honour to communicate to me, made him tefolve to keep himſelf ſtill undif- 
covered ; And in the interim endeavour to win the Princeflſes favotr under the name 
of Orontes ; till being aſſured of it by ſome proofs , arid having made himſelf yer 
more powerfull with the King by ſome important ſervice , he might ſee more incou- 
ragement, and leſs dangerto declare himfelf. TE) 4 

In the mean time he continued his viſits, but he entertain'd the Princeſs with fo 


much reſpe&t, and warines, and with diſcourſes fo far from the inclinations he had 
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to her, that unleſs by his ardent ſighs he gave ſome knowledge of his paſſion, it was 
no eaſie matter for her to perceive it. Not but that he ſought all occaſions to pleaſe 
her, and to do her all kind of little ſervices with ſuch care and watchfulneſs as is not 
tobe found in one indifferent ; his looks alſo ſpoke ſufhciently to make him be under- 
ſtood by an intereſſed perſon : but his mouth was always ſilent, and his tongue ty- 
ed up by ſo profound a reſpeR, thar it left it's whole buſineſs to his eyes, and to his 
heart all the pain it ſuffer'd for the temerity he accuſed it of. He continued upon 
theſe termes two or three days, and his diſquiets fo —_ his humour, that grow- 
ing daily more melancholique, and leſs ſociable , he at laſt was hardly to be known. 
When I undertook to comfort him, and to condemn the weakneſs he ſhewed, he an- 
ſwer'd me with nothing but ſighs and ſobs, which piercing my very ſoul with grief, 
made me deteſt his ruinous paſſion : His body grew quickly fencible of his ma af- 
Alition , and his former good looks gave place to a fallow complexion, which left al- 
moſt no mark of that excelling comelynels , that was wont to work an aſtoniſhment 
in the Perſians. Artaxerxes who from day to day, obſerv'd ſo wonderfull an alte- 
ration, took a great deal of pains to finde the cauſe , but Oroondates ſtill put him of 
with ſome fain'd excuſe, and diſguiſed the truth from him by all the pretences he could 
invent. He tryed to divert him by all manner of paſſe-times, and exerciſes , bur ſee- 
ing all his cares were vain, he bore a part of his trouble with very much diſcontent, 
and was ſo exceſſively griev'd, that my Maſter __— his affection by thoſe viſible 
proofs, conſtrain'd himſelf in his preſence , and forced his countenance to expreſs a 
pleaſantneſs, of which his heart was utterly uncapable. The King, who lov'd him 
dearly, uſed his endeavours to infuſe mirth into him, nor did the Queens and Princelſ- 
ſes forget any kinde of divertiſement to withdraw him from a ſadneſs, which infected 
the whole Courr. 

One Evening the King being with the Queen his Mother , where the Queen his 
wife, the Princeſſes his daughters, and the taireſt Ladies of the Court were likewiſe ; 
the Company having long entertain'd it ſelf with the change of my Maſters looks 
and humor,and every one diverſly alledging the cauſe , the King giving his opinion : 
Without doubt, *ris Love, (ſaid he) that hath robb'd us of the Prince of the Maſſageres, 
and he hath infallibly left ſom beanty in Scythia, which perſecutes him here in Perſia, 
and ſo revenges her Country for the injury we doe it, in depriving it of a Frince, who 
is one of its chiefeſt ornaments. Artabaſus, who was near the King , replyed : Doe 
you think, Sir, that among ſo many Ladies as are here, there may not one be found, whoſe 
beauty might have produced an effeft ſo diſadvantageous to our contentment ? For my 
part, 1 believe *tis among the Periians, (}rontes has loſt that liberty he preſerv'd a- 
mong the Scythians, ſince he hath left that pleaſing humour, and thoſe freſh looks here, 
which he brought with him ont of his own Country, If it be ſo, (cryed the King ) and 
that among our Ladies there be any one ſo cruel, as to let him continue longer in 4 Ccon- 
dition ſo worthy of pity, 1 declare my ſelf her mortal enemy, and ſwear by the Sun, 
I will receive all the harſh uſage ſhe ſhall ſhew him, as done to mine own perſon. Ar- 
taxerxes to ſecond the King his Father, conjured all the Ladies one after another, to 
have compaſſion of his dear Orontes ; and the Queen his Mother added, / do nor be- 
lieve that among all our Ladies, there ts any ſo flinty as to rejef Orontes affetions,nor 
that the credit f a King,or interceſſion of a friend can obtain much, where hi merits have 
been able to do nothing. Oroondates, who was touched to the heart with all theſe diſ- 
courſes, would often have anſwered ſuch obliging ſpeeches, but fearing hee ſhould 
not have power enough over his paſſion, to keep himſelf from giving ſome knowledge 
of it, either by his words,or ation, he went to joyn Diſcourſe with the Princeſle 
Roxana, Barſina, and Memnon, who were converſing together near a window , and 
left them not till the King retired : but during their entertainment, he had his eyes ſo 
fix'd upon the Princeſſe, and ſhewed ſo much diſtraQon in all his talk , that Roxana 
was like to have ſuſpeRed ſomething of the truth. 

After that time,ſeeing how concern'd the whole Court was in his ſad or pleaſing 
humour, and in what manner his leaſt actions were obſerv'd, he ſtrove to diſſemble 
part of his diſcontent, and to give thoſe that werg moſt curious, leſle occaſion of in- 


quiry 


Bookl. CASSAND RA. 25 


quiry after the cauſe of ir,not being willing to diſcover that by his umprudence, which 

he hid with ſo much care, even to the loſs of all his repoſe and quietneſſe. Bur alas ! 

the diſeaſe was already too violent, and his foul was too full of paſſion, to afford a 
room for any other thing. This conſtraint made him ſtill grow worſe, and he would 

have waſted away inſenfibly to nothing, if that which happen'd to hum ſhortly af- 

ter, had not made ſome change, or rather alteration in his fortune. 

The fairneſs of a day extraordinary clear,and temperate for the ſeaſon it then was, 
invited the Princeſles,to walk in the Gardens of the Palace, the greateſt Gallants ' 
waited on them thither, and at their alightinp out of their Chariots, Oroondates took 
Statira by the hand, Hydasþes Pariſatis, Artaxerxes Roxana, and Memnon his dear 
Barſina; Rheſaces, Ariobar{anes, Orſines, and ſome others, led Arſinoe, Cleone, and 
other fair Ladies, whereof the Perſian Court was exceedingly well ſtored : It is not 
neceſſary for me to deſcribe the beauty of thoſe Gardens to you, you have ſeen them 
in their greateſt glory, before the inſolency of ſome looſe women, carried on your 
Great King to the ruine of the braveſt Palace, and faireſt Ciry of the world. After 
th-t the whole Company had walked together awhile, it divided it ſelf according to 
the ſeveral inclinations of the Ladies, one part ran to the Fountains, another ſoughr 
for ſhade in Arbours ; ſome fate down upon the graſs, and the reſt viſited the fair and 
{p:c10us Allies. Statira being her ſelf alone with Orvondates, in a by-walk, twenty 
or thirty paces from all the Company,reſolv'd to take that time to diſcover his tron- 
ble; and when ſhe thought no body could over-hear her , having looked a while 
earneſtly upon him ; Orontes (ſaid ſhe) after the proofs we. have had of your noble- 
meſſe and civility, have I not reaſon to believe you have alſo a readineſſe to comply with 
Ladies, and particularly withthem that eſteem you ſo much as I do: 1 lay, who unfeign- 
edly acknowledge your generoſity more, then all thoſe you have obliged? My Prince a- 
ſtoniſhed at the beginning of this Diſcourſe, was a while without anſwering ; but 
in the end, that he might not continue ſilent, Madam, (faid he, with a very low hu- 
mility) there i ſo much glory in pleaſing and obeying you, that though 1 were not enga- 
ged, both by duty and inclination to that compliance,and obedience, 1 find too high recom- 
pences thereby, ever to forſake either of them ſo long as I live. 1 expetbed no leſſe, (re- 
plied the Princeſs) from a civility ſo well known to me; but if 1 be not ſatisfied with 
words, and that the intereſt I take in your good will , makes mee deſire proofs thereof : 
will you not fall off from that obedience you promiſe me,and leave me the trouble end ſhame 
of a refuſal, which mine indiſcretion hath perchance deſerved ? Oroondates not knowing 
whither this Diſcourſe would tend, anſwered her trembling with love and reſpeR; No, 
Madam, 1 will zever fall back, frem the vow I have made ro obey you eternally, and 
ſhould 1 in that honour meet the certain loſſe of my life, it is too advantageous to me,not 
roembrace it, as my moſt glorious fortune. That's too much, (replied Statira)1 have ſenſe 

enorngh of my obligations to you, never to buy the greateſt good I could wiſh for, at ſuch 

a price; and indeed it is nothing but the defere of its preſervation that makes me carious, 

and perhaps indiſcreet, in urging you to things which it may be are both againſt your hu- 
mour, aud againſt your reſolution : In ſhort, Orontes, that which I deſire of you,(beth 

by the remembrance of your promiſe, and by the conſideration of that which you love beſt 

in the world) 1s nothing elſe but a confeſſion of the true cauſe of your afflition. I con- 

Jure you to it, Orontes, as much as it is poſſible for me, and I proreſt to yout it 15 not out 

of any curioſity in my humonr, that 1 intreat this of you ; but out of the real compaſ- 

fron 1 have of your trouble, and a deſire to procure its redreſſe, by all the means that 
ſhall depend upon my <ffrance, and the credit of the King my Father. If my Prince had 

been ſtrfick with thunder, he could not have been more ſuddenly deprived of all ſenſ 

then he wasat the hearing of theſe words; he was not able to keep himſelf from ſtep- 

ping back,and changing colour two or three times, with ations of a man quite beſide 

himſelf; and was fo inwardly touch'd,that the Princeſſe who conſidered all his carri- 

age with aſtoniſhment, repented her ſelf of having preſs'd him fo far: but much 

more,when lifting up his eyes,(from which he could not withhold ſome tears )and fix- 

ing them upon hers; 4h! Madam, (ſaid he, with the tone of his voice quite alte- 
red) What rt you 45k me ? He repeated theſe words twice, and then walking about 
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twenty paces with her, before he ſpoke, being entranced like a man in the agony of 
death, hee had a thouſand deſignes mm his head, all which in the end gave place to his 
laſt reſolution ; that being taken he made a ſtand,and turning toward the Princeſs,ſo 
chang'd,that ſhe was much troubled at it: Yes, Madam, (faid he) 7 will obey you, 
and though I ſee my death inevitable in what you deſire of me, 1 remember that in the | 
offers I made you, I exempred it not from the proofs of my obedience. The Princeſs as |? 
much ſurpris'd as he,and perhaps beginning to doubt the truth,was very ſorry ſhe had © 
gone ſo far,and interrupting him,ſaid, No, o, Orontes, 1 will have zone from you of 
that nature; 1 thought I had ached ſomething of ſmaller moment ; but ſince it us of ſo 
great importance, Iyif you pleaſe, will diſ-engage you q all you have promiſed me. My 
Maſter,who after a ſtrong confli,had already taken his reſolution, and who without 
doubt,would have been * ra to loſe an _—_ which perchance hee might not 
finde again in his whole life time, reſolv'd to break through that dangerous paſſage , 
and ſaid to her with a voice a little more confident ; No, no, Madam, 'ris now too late 
40. free me from a thing,to which I am already engaged,both by my promiſe,and by other too 
powerful conſiderations ; and that charitable care you expreſſe for the conſervarion of my 
life, will not be unuſeful to me,when you ſhall know it depends only upon your ſelf ; the 
Gods are my witneſſes, (continued he, lifting up his eyes and hands to Heaven ) that . 
nothing but your command alone,conld have drawn from my month, a confeſſion which will 
be moſt fatal to me, and which withoug your expreſſe injunttion, I would have carried 


with me ſecret and undiſcovered to my grave : Tes, donbtleſſe, I ſhould rather have choſen 


. to die in ſilence, then incur your diſpleaſure by ſo preſ _—_— a Declaration : but ſince 


that beſides the obligation to which your will has engaged me, I ſee my deſtruttion evident 
on all fides however, I ſhall think, it both more glorious,and more juſtifiable,when by your | 
own command, I ſhall have told you, that you your ſelf are the cauſe of it: Let not © 
this inſolent confeſſion ſurpriſe you, Madam,nor doe not turn away your eyes through hor- 


' ronr,or indignation, from this unfortunate man : 1t's true, Madam, T have ſaid it , and © 


if at the laſt extremity of my life, may be permitted to ſay't again, 1 die for you; and if | 
. One death be too poor to ſatisfie yon,accuſe the gods for having given me but one life, to make 


— 


reparation for an offence, the expiation whereof would require 4 thouſand. The Prince 

would have ſaid more, if the Princeſs touch'd to the quick with fo free a Declaration, 

and who knowing her ſelf to be daughter to the greateſt King upon Earth, thought 

no Prince in the world ought to ſpeak to her in ſuch tearms as thoſe, had not pull'd | 
her hand away from him,and fate down upon a green Bank, looking on him with eyes | 
full of diſdain, while this poor Prince leaning againſt a Tree,waited trembling, for | ® 
the ſentence of his condemnation. She bethought her ſelf awhile what ſhee ſhould | *: 
anſwer, mon—_ between anger, and compaſſion ; ſhe had already ſome good will 7 
towards him, and though ſhe thought her ſelf highly offended, ſhe alſo remembred ** 

what he had done for her and hers ; which indeed were ſervices conſiderable enough, © 
to blot a light offence out of the minde of one ſo nearly obliged : this reflexion ſoft- | 
ned her a little,but hindred her not from making this anſwer, with much coldneſs and 
moderation. Orontes, :f the obligations I have to you for my Brothers life, and the li- 
berty of our family, were not as great 45 the fault you are guilty of, I ſhould not want | 
means to make you underſtand the nature of an offence, which without doubr, your good 


reception in this Conrt hath encouraged you to commit : but ſinte whether 1 will or no, I + 


am much indebted to you, and that by mine impertinent curioſity, 1 have ſome ſhare in your 
fault my ſelf, I will conceal't, upon condition you ſhall never entertain me again with 


\ \ ſuch lik follies, and that you will utterly loſe all thought of them, on pain of my everla- 
' ' ſeing hatred. Theſe words went ſo near to Orcondates, that depriving him of ſpeech 


and ſenſe,they made him fall down art her feet, without any ſign of lite. The Princeſs 
touch'd at that object, with compaſſion,aſtoniſhment, and perhaps with an affetion 
then taking birth, caſt forth a great cry, at which two of her maids who were not far 
off came running, and after them Barſina, and AMemnon , and a while after Artax- 
erxes, and the whole company ; their grief was very violent, but not long, and my 
Maſter coming to himſelf within a while, drew them out of that apprehenſion, into #2 
which his ſwouning had put them. He was much aſhamed to find himſelf, in the 
mi 
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midſt of all that company, and in the arms of A-7raxerxes, who bedewed his face 
with tears z but when he had well recovered his ſenſe and reaſon, he feared he had 
by that accident diſcovered,what he ſo much deſired to conceal ; and riſing up, beg- 
ed pardon of the Company, for the trouble his indiſpoſition had given them; ſo 
taking his leave of them, and of his Princeſle by a look that had ſomething of fatal 
in it, he retired with Prince Artaxerxes,who by no means would forfake him , and 
with many others who accompanyed him to his —_— 

Araxes would have gone on with his Difcourſe, and Lyſmachs hearkned to him 
with ſo much attention, that he never thought of dining , and would have paſt the 
reſt of the day, before it had ever come into his minde,if Aminras, and Polemon had 
not come to —_ them for that purpoſe : They return'd into the houſe,and a 
machus having made fuch a meal as the diſquietneſſe of his thoughts would ſuffer 
him,went to viſit 0roondares, whom he no longer could behold without admiration ; 
he found him taking his reſt,and not being willing to diſturb it, hee took Araxes by 
the hand,and brought him to the ſame place where they had paſs'd the morning,ſuth- 
ciently expreſſing by that ation what he deſired of him. That faithful ſervant, who 
knew his meaning, and who was never ſo well ſatisfied, as when he was talking of 
his Maſter,without making himſelf to be entreated, began to continue his Relation on 
this manner. 


The End of the Firſt Book, 
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HE accident that had happen'd to my Maſter, paſs'd in the opinion 
of the whole Court, for an effet of his bodily indiſpoſition , and 
of all them that had been preſent, perhaps there was not one who 
Sueſs'd at the true cauſe of it. Aſſoon as he was in his Chamber, 
Prince Artaxerxes would needs have him go to bed, and take his reſt 

W the remainder of that day, without being diſturb'd by any body ; 

he did ſo to obey him, and was no ſooner laid, but the Prince after having cloſely em- 

braced him,and conjured him to be chearful,retired,and carried with him all the com- 
pany that waited on him : Aſſoon as Oroondates faw himſelf at liberty, his ſighs and 
tears broke forth with ſo much violence,that I thonght his ſoul would have gone out 
with them : Idrew near to comfort him,and to take that part I was wont to bear in 

his affliction ; but I no ſooner began to open my mouth , when, Ler me alone A- 

raxes, (ſaid he) and give this miſerable wretch leave to die in peace ; tie not thy ſelfe 

any longer to the fortune of the moſt unhappy man upon _ you of the whole Earth, takg 
all the Monie and Fewels I have left, return to thy friends and mine, and loſe both > 
E 2 [4 
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T4 and the remembrance of him that would overwhelm thee in his ruinesif thou ſhouldſt 
ſtill be ſo obſtinate as to kgep him company : I endured thy aſſiſt ance as long as I was ſuf- 
fered to live,but now that is forbidden me, and that I havereceived the cruel ſentence of 
my death,leave this unfortunate man for ever, and go rell the King of Scythia the fatal 
adventure of hu ſon ; tell him I am dead, by a Soveraign Decree, but a Decree pro- 
nounc'd by the faireſt month in the world ; tell him, That Darius takes revenge by his 
Danghter, for the Defeat of his Armies, and that I ſatisfie for the blood of ſo many thou. 
ſand Perſians, ſlain by him cruelly in the Wars. He faid many other things, which 
pierc'd my very heart with compaſſion, and made me anſwer wich a deluge of tears, 
which I pour'd forth at his bed fide; I would nevertheleſſe have alledged ſome rea- 
ſons, to ſettle him in better temper, bur he ſtopt my mouth, ſaying, Ut :5 enough, A- 
raxes,let's talk no more ont, Satira will have me die,and I am fally reſolv'd to obey ber ; 
oppoſe my intention no longer, ſince thou kyoweſt 1 am not ignorant of the means. Tes fair 
Princeſſe, (continued he, lifting up his eyes and croſſing his arms upon his breaſt) you 
ſoall be ſerv'd your own way,and you ſhall not at all ſtand in need of any bodies aſſiſtance, 
to puniſh me for the offence I have committed againſt you : you forbid me to ſpeak,, nay, 
you forbid me to think, of my affettion ; but then you ſhould have forbidden me to come 
inro your Tent that fatal night, in which I preſerv'd both you and 2 the inſc- 
lency of rhe Scythians, That ſmall ſervice for which you confeſſe your elf indebred to 
me whither you will or no, makes you conceal my crume ; but that which you call crime, 
ought to be a thouſand times more conſiderable to you then that ſervice. In ſerving you in 
that encounter, 1 did but an attion of a Prince; but in forſaking all my friends, and 
deveſting my ſelf of all the bonds of nature , to receive an mevitable deſtruttion at 
your feet, I have done an attion of a Prince that loves you, and of a Prince that dies 
for you; *tis true, you are ignorant of theſe obligations, but thoſe that are known to 
you, are conſiderable enough, ro make me expett the ſame ſucceſſe in thoſe that are un- 

nown. 

0 You threaten me with your eternal hatred; Ah! Crxel, and what have I done to 
you worthie of it > Examine the nature of mine offence, and you will ſee I am not ſo guil- 
ty, but that my death may free me from part of that ſeverity; ſhall your rad laſt 
longer then my life; And can you deteſt a ſoul that forſakes its body only to obey you ? 
No, no, dear Princeſſe, you are not ſs hard hearted, thar ſatisfattion will without doubt 
content you, and when I ſhall ceaſe to be, ſurely I ſhall ceaſe to be odious to you. 

He faid a thouſand other things to this purpoſe, and though I us'd all my endea- 
vours to make him take ſomerhing to refreſh him , he ſtill obſtinately refus'd, and 
paſed the whole night in complaints , that would have touch*d the moſt inſenſible 
hearts with pity. 

When I came to his bedſide inthe morning, IT found him in a burning Feaver ; 
Prince Artaxerxes who came into his Chamber afſoon as it was day, was exceedingly 
orieved at it, and ſending for his Phyſitians,forced him by my intreaty, to take ſome- 
thing in his preſence ; without his help I ſhould never have brought him to it , but 
for | bu he ſhould viſibly ſhow him his deſpair,he obeyed : yet aſſoon as he was gone, 
he refuſed all things, and mock'd at all the Phyſitians preſcriptions. The King came 
that day to viſit him, and expreſs'd ſo much trouble for his ſickneſſe, that his grief 
was redoubled by knowipg he had ſo many partakers in it. The Queens came thither 
alſo,and the Princeſs Pariſatis for the Princeſs Sratira, fearing that her preſence or 
countenance might diſcover ſomething , feigned an indiſpoſition to exempt her ſelf 
from that viſit. My poor fick Maſter,who made not fo favourable an interpretation 
of her abſence, was ſo touch'd with that iuhumanity, that his Feaver grew thereby 
much more violent. He paſs'd the ſecond night as he had done the fi FE; , and it was 
no ſooner day, but he preſently calF'd for his cloaths; he was in ſo unfit a condition 
to riſe, that it was long e're he could perſwade me to obey him ; but in the end ſee- 
ing he would have no denial, and that he began to be angry with the Grooms of his 
Chamber, I was fain to be patient,andexpet what would be the iſſue of his deſigne : 
when he was ready,he went with much adoe into his Cloſet, commanding me to let in 
no body but Prince Artaxerxes : he had ſcarcely ſhut himſelf im, but the Prince vs 
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tred the Chamber , and coming ſoftly to his bed , he admired when he found him not 
there, but more when I told him in how weak eſtate he was gotten up, and what 
charge he had given me. Before he ſaw him, I begg'd that he would employ his pow- 
er to perſwade him to have more care of himſelf, whegein he promiſed me to uſe his 
utmoſt endeavours. ” \ 
Aſſoon as he was gon in to him , and had bidden him good morrow , he ran with 
open armes to embrace him ; but my Maſter putting him back as well as his weakneſs 
would ſuffer him, No, no Artaxerxes , ( faid he) *r:s not to.me theſe kindaeſſes are any 
longer due ; you muſt now change your manner of living with me , and with your errour 
loſe a friend/hip which I have not #/erved , and which 1 can ao longer keep without de- 
ceiving you. Though the advantages 1 receive thereby are exceeding great , 1 cannot 
ſuſfer my ſelf to be guiltie of abuſing you, and having nothing more to fear , I have now 
no more need to diſſemble. Artaxerxes amazed at thus diſcourſe , expeted the end of 
it with trouble, and aſtoniſhment, while Oroondates forcing himſelf beyond the 
ſtrength his preſent indiſpoſition had left him,continued on this manner : Be not ſo ſoon 
tran{þorted with wonder Artaxerxes, and ſince you have ſo much defired to know the cauſe 
of my diſcontent, learn with it the crime, the name, and the qualitie of him you have ho- 
nonred with your friendſvip ; But rather (purſued he, taking a Daggar which-lay upon 
the Table, and preſenting the handle of it to him) rake this feel for a revenger of my 
crimes, and aſſoon as I have ſpoks the Word , ſtrike through the heart of this diſloyal man, 
Who hath repaid your open freedom with diſſimulation ; let not our friendſhip diſſmade you 
fromit , for though 1 dearly preſerve it's memory , *tWill quickly be at an end on your 
part ; think /not you ſhall infringe the remainder of it by this attion, ſince it ts ſafe for your 
Eſtate, pleaſing to all your friends, and ſince by ſending me our of this world , you will 
free your ſelf of an enemy , who were not to be defpiſed if his hatred were hereditary ; to 
conclude, conſider me no longer 4s Orontes, Priace of the Maſlagetes, who had the hap- 
pineſs to do you ſome ſmall ſervice , but as Oroondates Prince, of Scythia, and lawful 
Succeſſor ro him that hath ſo of ten dyed the Fields red in the blood of your Smubjefts , and 
whom (to make him compleatly guilty ) the Beauty of the Princeſs Statira your Siſter 


drew uo this ('ourt , where her hatred hath reduced him to that miſerable condition in 


which you ſee him: why do you delay ſtill , now you know all this ? you will not be tobe 
blamed for deſtroying him , whom you have ſo much cauſe to hate , the King your Father 
will thank you, and your Siſter, who before ſhe knew me , was taught to hate me from her 
Cradle, will thiak her ſelf extreamly obliged to you for it. 
Artaxerxes whom ſo unexpected a diſcovery had made more unmoveable then a 
Statue , knew not whether he were awake , or inaſleep, and not being able to i- 
magin ſuch ſtrange things could be other then a dream ; he was abſolutely like a 
dead body , favethat the tears which ran down his face , gave ſome teſtimony that 
he was alive. In the mean time Orooxdares perſiſted in his deſigne-,. and angry to ſee 
him ſo flow to take revenge ; theſe rears ( ſaid he) injure your conrage , and this irre- 
ſolution wrongs the generoſity of Artaxerxes ; let not this occaſion eſcape, to revenge your 
ſelf of a powerfull enemie, and to oblige a faithfull friend : my death will be more glori- 
0:45 , and more welcome from your hand, then from mine own , and though both ſhould re. 
fuſe to give it me ; Love, Grief , and Sickneſs will ſhortly ſatisfie my deſires. Artax- 
erxes who tillthen had hearkened to him with attention , waken'd at laſt as out of a 
deepſleep , and knowing that all he ſaw was moſt aſſuredly true, after having conſi- 
dered awhile, he threw himſelf ſuddenly upon him , his heart being ſo preſſed be- 
tween a mixture of grief and joy , that he was a long time before he could ger our 
one word, Though 0rooxdates loved him morethen his own ſelf, (the condition he 
was in rendring him uncapableto taſte any happineſs) he at firſt received his kindneſs 
very coldly, butthen coming to conſider, with what affe&tion , the Prince embraced 
him, after a Declaration, that ſeem'd juſtly to exempt him from it, he was aſham'd to 
let himſelf be overcome in generoſity , and hugging him in his arms , as clole as his 
weakneſs could permit, he made him quickly know, he had not put of the affection of 
Orontes , though he had laid aſide his name, and quality : They held one another a 


Sood while m luch ſtrait embraces, that they ſeem'd to be become one body ; but 
At 
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at laſt the time they ſpent in them having ſomething diſſipated A-raxerxes aſtoniſh- 

ment, and given him leiſure to recover his ſpirits, he ſaid to Oroondares , with a more 

ſettled countenance ; Great Prince, the errour your diſguiſe ha's made me live in , cau- 

ſes in me as much trouble, as the honour of ſeeing you un this place does joy for ſo unexpe- 

fed a happineſſe. I have failed infinitlie in my behaviour to\vard you, and if I were not 

—_ of your goodneſſe, I ſhould have no hope of pardon ; as you (if I may ſay ſuch a 

thing) ſhall be a good While before you obtain it, for an opinion that ha's mortally offended 
me. Cruel Oroondates, conld you believe that the change of your condition , and the 
batred of our Families, could change my affettion to you , and that Artaxerxes was [0 
cowardlie to lay hold of ſuch a baſe occaſion, to revenge himſelf of an Enemie , from 
Whom he ha's receiv'd both his life, and libertie? No, no generous Prince, Poſteritie 
ſhall not bluſh for a crime, the ſtain Whereof Would remain eternallit in the blood Royal of 
Perſia, and it ſhall never be reproach'd to me, that the knoWledge of Oroondartes , blet- 
ted out my remembrance of our Obligations ro Orontes ; T1 lov'd you as Orontes, but I 
will honour you as Oroondates ; and if the alteration of your qualitie allow me any 
remainder of your former libertie, I Will love you al\vaies more then my ſelf , ſince it 1s 
impoſſible for me to live without your affeftion ; receive great Prince , theſe new aſſu- 
rances I give you of mine, and refuſe me not the confirmation of thoſe I have recerved 
from you. If Statira (who is too much honoured by your love) have not the ſame in- 
clinations, and ſame ſenſe of the pains you have taken for her , I will diſown her, and de- 
clare my ſelf her moſt moſt bitter enemie ; 1 hope nevertheleſs that the knowledge FM your 
merits, and of your birth , added to the force of my perſwaſions , Will be able to do much 
with her, againſt whom I rake your part With ſo ſtrong a paſſion, that you foall ſoon per- 
ceive, ho dear your intereſts are to me. All the recompence I pretend to by it, #s nothing 
but to change your diſcontented manner of life, ſince I can take no pleaſure in mine , While 
you areſo afflitted, and that from henceforth you ought to relie upon my care , in Whatſoe- 
ver ſhall concern you. 

It is not poſſible for me to relate Oroondates joy and wonder, his hope raiſing it ſelf 
by ſuch ſweet promiſes, he became quite changed in a moment, and theſe teſtimo- 
nies of a friendſhip which was ſo dear , and fo advantageous to him , produced very 
ſudden and marvelous effeRs , both in regard of the health of his body, and of the 
quiet of his minde;and indeed, he ſo forgot his ſickneſs to anſwer Artaxerxes freedom, 
and engaged himſelf fo far in proteſtations of ſervice and friendſbip , that he would 
not have givenover of a long time, 1f that Prince who forſook not the care of his 
health, had not in a manner by force made him go to bed, refuſing to hear any more 
till he was there again. When he had yeilded to his deſires, Artaxer xes fate down 
by his bed fide ; and there being no body bur I left in the Chamber , he commanded 
me to recount to him my Maſters adventures, which till that day he was ignorant of. 
My Prince, notwithſtanding all Artaxerxes endeavours to hinder him by reaſon of |. 
his feaver, would needs make therecitall of them himſelf , not thinking any body 
elſe was able to expreſs the leaſt part of his paſſion ; he took up the Story therefore 
from the beginning of his love, not hiding from him the ſmalleſt particularities, even 
to the Princeſſes laſt words which had cauſed his falling into the ſwoune, the occaſion 
whereof Arraxerxes till then was ignorantof; and he related it ſo feelingly, that the 
very remembrance of it would have put himinto the ſame condition , if the Prince 
who had hearkn'd to him without interruption, had not comforted him with theſe 
words. © Though your diſtruſt, and obſtinacy in concealing your ſelf , from the 
<* moſt faithfull Friend you ever had, touches me very ſenſibly,I will not call to minde 
© that injury, ſince you have forgotten greater, and of more importance, and with- 
&« out conſidering the offence T commit againſt him by whom I came into this world, 
« I will employ my endeavours for you with ſuch care thatthey ſhall not be unpro- 
« fitable. © Statira loves me exceedingly, and youare exceeding lovely , theſe two 
* points make me hope for all manner of good fortune, if Fon depend only upon 
E - , ſince while Ientreat her as your friend , I will counſel her as her brother : I 
* aſſure my ſelf ſhe will hearken to us, and I already believe ſhe hates you not. conſt- 
©* dering that beſides the obligations for which ſhe is indebted to you, I dare "oy 

ere 
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© there are few Ladies inthe Court that have not ſome inclination to you ; loſe nat 
* this opinion for the words ſhe fpoke, they axe nofigne of averfion; and it 
* were very ſtrange if ſo unexpeAed an encounter with a ditcoutſe ſo unlogk'd for 
* from a man whom ſhe ever thought her inferiour , ſhould not have extreamly fur- 
* priſed her - you know the cuſtoms of her ſex, and eſpecially of thoſe of her qua- 
* lity: conſider them 1 beſeech you, and inſtead of caſting your {elf into a deſpair un- 
* worthy of your courage recover your former health, your former humour, and ex- 
* pet all manner of fſausfaction , from your own merit and my affiſtance. And do 
you, (repty'd 0roondates ) expert from me all that = ought to look for from a 
Prince, whom you haye drawn out of the grave, and who will not with lefs paſſtian 
embrace the occaſions of ſacrificing himſelf for you, then he would that excels of hap- 
pineſs you promiſe him. 

After thete paſſages and ſome others, 4rtaxerxes took leave of him to go labour 
for his comentment, and to give him liberty to take a little reſt. Ifay reſt, ſince in- 
deed he now began to taſte ſome in ſuch ſweet bopes, and that he forſook the deſire of 
death , vpon which he had fo firmly fixt his reſolution ; though the diſorder he had 
committed in riting that day , had ſomething moved him , yet was not his feaver the 
more violent for it. and within two hours after the Prince of Perſ;a's departure, the 
Phyſitians found leſs diſtemper in his pulſe, and more fignes of recovery in his voice 
and countenance. 

In the mean time Prince eArraxerxes giving the Gods thanks for their favour , in 
affording him the means to requite part of his engagements to my Maſter, reſolv'd to 
lay hold of the occaſion with fo much care that he might never be accuſed of ingrati- 
tude ; and not being willing to delay it longer, afſoon as he was out of my Maſters 
Chamber , he went ( as I have learn'd ſince) from Groondates , to Princeſs Statird's 
Lodging. He found her without any other company but her maids, and notdeſi- 
ring witneſſes of what he had to ſay, he pray'd her to go into her Cloſer. When th 
were there together and had ſhut the dore, the Prince making her fit down by him, at- 
ter he had a while look'd filently upon her, took her hands, and preſſing them gently 
between his: Siſter , (ſaid he, with a voice leſs confident then at other times) « it 
wot trxe that you love me well? © Brother (anſwered the Princeſs) I know not to what 
* end you askafſurances from me, of a thing which I believe you do not doubt, Bt 
1 mean (reply'd he) that it s with a friendſhip more then ordinary , and that you Will not 
refaſe to give me proofs of it, When 1 ſhal defire them from you, ©T hey muſt needs be very 
* difficult ones if I do ( ſaid the Princeſs) ſince itis not truer that T am Statirathen it 
* is that] loie eArtaxerxes more then all the world. 7 ack, nor ſo much (reply'd he) 
and 1 will never envie auother that which he hath deſerved better then I ; wonder not S- 
fter (continued he) if 1 a5k you queſtions, Which your manner of living dves without 


dowbr make you think ſtrange; I did really believe you lov'd me, and npon that belief, 1 


beve lai] « foundation for my life; but ſee wellto the confirmation you give me of it, and 
remember, that i} you have the heart to repeat you, When 1 ſhall _ proofs, you ought no 

longer to hold Antaxerxes for your brother ; but for the man whom you have the moſt 
mortally offended in the whole world , and for him, whom you Wl moſt infallibly ſend un- 

tohix grave, Till then the Princeſs was not moved at his diſcourle , bur ſeeing with 

how much earneſtneſs he ſpoke , ſhe anſwered him more ſeriouſly ; © The Prince of 
* Perfie.ta's ſo much aFeRion to his Siſter , that he will neyer deſire any thing from 

* her, uttworthy of either of them, neither will ſhee refuſe him her very life , if he 

** ask it of ber, for a proof of hers. I wit ever be ready to lay down mine, for the con- 

ſervation of yuxrs, (reply'd the Prince) and will rather conſent to mine own ruine, then 
to yorr diſadvenrage ; you have reaſon to believe it deareſt ſiſter , and 1 alſe will be- 

treve that defiring only things Which are eafie , and which you onght to do, you will not 

refuſe them, When your brothers ſafery is concern'd. In ſport, dear fiſter , nat #0 Aetain 

1ox loager, it 15 mine own life I beg g of you, in that of my dear Orontes, þoth of them de- 
pending abſulutely upon you, and you ought not to judge otherwiſe of the condition I am 

in, then by that to Which you have reduced him. If he die it us impoſſible 1 ſpould live, if 

be live, | foal be indrbred ro you for my preſervation ; and it # rather me , they hin Urn 
make 
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make to ſuffer the puniſhments of that preſumption whereof you doe accuſe him. Wonder 
not,Siſter,'tis in the laſt extremity of his life, that he has diſcovered to me what paſſed be- 
tween you; and tis in the ſame extreamity he hath made himſelf known , but known 
to be ſuch an one, that I may without injury to the Crown of Perſia, begge that of you 
for him, which you might refuſe Orontes. 
Stick, not therefore upon his qualitie, for it is equal to ours,and we have found him too 
powerful to have any reaſon to diſpiſe him : I muſt not Yep you longer in ſuſpence,beſides 
our obligation to him,and your love to me , you have alſo aiſcretion enough to deſerve to 
be truſted with a ſecret of this conſequence, and to perſwade me to diſcover to you, that 
it 1s no longer to Orontes, Prince of the Maſſagetes, you are ſo much indebted, but to 
the valiant Oroondates Son ro the Great Emperonr of Scythia, and lawful Succeſſor of 
the moſt Potent Empire of all Europe. Be not amazed, dear Siſter, bat take this I tell 
Jou for athing as true, as to you it appears ſtrange. He 1 no longer a F git ve Prince, 
who to flie the anger of his King, hath ſought for Santtuarie in our Court : but a Prince, 
who burning for love of you ever ſince that firſt ſight which-was ſo fatal to him, and [0 
advantageous to our family, hath abandoned the tender affeftion of hi» Father , and the 
Countries over which Heaven made him to be born a Soveraign, hath travelled rhus far 
into his Enemies Territories and hath expoſed himſelf to ſo many evident dangers to ſee 
you, and to dedicate a life unto you, which he would not preſerve but for your ſake. He 
would have gone on ſtill, when the Princeſs who had hearken'd ro him with much 
attention = moreaſtoniſhment,nor ſuffering him to proceed farther, cryed out, O 
Gods ! Brother do you abuſe me,or muſt 1 give credit to what you ſay 2*You ought 
** to do ſo,(replied heYfince I tell it you ſerioufly, and conjure you to receive him as 
** his birth, his merit,and the ſervices he hath done you,oblige you to do.What,would 
__ have me love the Son of our ſworn Enemy, (ſaid Statira ?) Sure if you conſider 
ow highly it will offend him ro whom we owe our being,you will not think it ſtrange 
if I diſobey you. © I ſhall think it a m_ cruelty then death it ſelf (anſwered Artax- 
** erxes) having vowed ſuch a friendſhip to the Prince of Scythia, that our fortunes 
'© henceforth are inſeparable : If you will not ſave his life, I beſeech you detain me 
** here no longer, and believe you never ſhall ſee Artaxerxes more,but at his Funeral. 
Is it poſſible , (replied the Princeſſe) you ſhould beſo paſſionately concern'd for 
him that hath ſo often ſhed the blood of. your Nation, and with whom you can 
hope for no peace,ſo long as his Father and yours are living > ** But is it poſſible 
** cruel Siſter ( ſaid a you ſhould conſerve the memory of that, after ſo many ob- 
5 lipations,which ought to have wiped it clean out of your remembrance ? Are your 
* intereſts in it greater then mine? And can you look upon him as Oroondates, who 
{* hath made his valour appear to our loſſe, when he knew us not, and that his duty 
© obliged him to it ; without conſidering him at the ſame time, as the man that ſaved 
* the honour, the liberty, and the life of you and yours,and who to ſee you,and ſerve 
* you, has made no difficulty to forſake his party, his kingdome, his fither, and his 
Ws life it ſelf, which he is come to deliver into the hands of his moſt mortal Enemies? 
© Shall a pretended injury,make you forget ſuch real ſervices > And can it ſo prepoſ- 
* ſeſſe you,as to keep you from knowing what you owe to the pains and hazards to 
* which he hath expoſed himſelf for your ſake > It is impoſlible (Statira) that ever 
© you ſhould be able to requite them;and ſhould you do much more in favour of him 
* then I demand, you would ſcarce diſ-engage your ſelf of a part of your own debt, 
* beſides what is due to his intereſts and mine. Let us conſider yours, Siſter , ſince 
& I proteſted I would never deſire ay thing to your diſadvantage ; can you wiſh for 
« a greater Prince,or a match more ſuitable to your birth > Would you have a hand- 
* ſomer man ; or rather is it poſſible ſo many excellent qualities,and that comelineſs 
& able to charm the rockieſt hearts, ſhould have ſuffer*d you to remain unſenſible? 
© No, no, dear Siſter, if you have been ſo hitherto, it is now time to let your ſelfe 
© be conquered; you have defended your ſelf too long againſt his merits,againſt the 
© obligations you have to him, and againſt the earneſt interceſſion of a brother,that 
& loves you far more then his own ſelf. 
To theſe words he added many others,able to ſoiten a more ſavage heart then Sra- 
tara's; 
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| Princeſle) /o Oroondates L5ve. Oroondates quite loſt in that ſudden ſurpriſe' of joy 
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tirs's ; in which, finding ſome inclination, they in the end forced her to yeild to 10 
many powerful motives. She was a long time in theſe reflexions, without anſwering 
her brother,who ſometimes embracing her with much tenderneſſe, and ſometimes fal- 
ling on his knees, forgot neither prayers nor tears,to move her to compaſſion. ' At laſt 
lifting up her head, and coming out of a deep ſtudy, ſhe look*d upon him with ſome- 
_ a kinder eye, and caſting her arm abour his neck , ſaid, © Well then, brother, 
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* what muſt I do to fatishe you ? The Prince tranſported with joy, after hee had 
ſtraitly embraced her, ** You muſt cure poor Oroondates (anſwered he ) by an uſage 
© contrary to that,which pur him into the condition you ſhal ſee him in,and by a life- 
* yowing of the words you ſpoke to him. ill that ſuffice for your ſatisfattion, re- 
plied the Princeſs ? © No, no, liſter, (ſaid Artaxerxes) when you have rais'd him a- 
* gain from the place where you have laid him, you muſt acknowledge his ſervices, 
« by giving him leave to hope for a friendſhip,which he hath ſo well deſerved. © Well 
* (an/wered Statira) I grant you all you deſire, fince you force me to it, and that it 
« js impoſſible for me to reſiſt any thing wherein you take ſo deep an intereſt ; For 
* your fake, | will give him leave to love me. . That's not enough,(cry'd Artaxerxes) 
&« his affection requires more then ſo, and deſerves that his own conſideration ſhould 
* oblige you to it ; add but that word (dear ſiſter) if you would have me the moſt 
* happy of all men living. You are very troubleſome (anſwered Sratira ſmiling) 
* yet ſince I have done ſo much, I will retuſe you nothing more ; but will leave to 
« you the whole care and management of an affeRion, into which you are going to 
* ingage me,and wherein I foreſee an infinite number of obſtacles ; your prudence 
** ſhall make way through them if it can, and remember I have but a ſmall ſhare in 
* the fault which you make me to commit. The Prince extreamly overjoyed, after a 
multitude of thanks,and dear expreſſions, ſtrove to make her caſt away all the fears 
that aſſaulted her,and telling her the particulars of my Maſters life, left her not ill 
he found ſhe had a great deal of good will toward him, and as much deſire to haſten 
his recovery. 

That it might not be delayed longer, Artaxerxes perſwaded the Queen his Mo- 
ther to go fe him that ſame Evening ; the Princeſſes her daughters accompanied her, 
and he himſelf would needs make one,in a viſit of his own motioning. The Princeſs 
Statira entred into his chamber trembling ; and conſidering what the was going to 
do, and what repugnancy ſhe found tn her ſelf againſt thoſe chings which her brother 
exaced from her , ſhe drew near my Maſters bed, with ſo much confuſion, that 
whoſoever would have obſerved her, might eaſily have found it in her countenance. 
Nevertheleſs having already ſome ſmall kindneſs toward him, and ſeeing him reduced 
tothat ſad condition,only by the love he bore to roy compleated the introducing 
of affetion,and made her reſolve to break through all dithculties, to ſatisfie her bro- 
ther, to requite her obligations to my Maſter ; and alſo to follow the incitements of 
an inclination which already __ to gather ſtrength in her. After the Queen had 
asked him how he did, and talk'd a while with him, the Prince her ſon, as if he had 
ſomething to ſay to her, rook her with one hand, and the Princeſs Pariſatis with the 
other,and led them to a Window,where he amuſed them with ſome Diſcourſe which 
he invented for that purpoſe. 

Then it was that Princeſle Sratira was in ſo ſtrange a confuſion, that ſhe had ve- 
ry much ado to get out of it,and to remember her laſt refolutions. My Prince trem- 
bling with love and fear, durſt hardly lift up his eyes unto her,and quite aſhamed that 
he was yet alive,ſeem'd to ask her pardon for it by his ſilence, and by fometears which 
utterly overcame her, and were like to have made herſhow ligns of her compaſſion, 
which without queſtion would have diſcovered the cauſe of it Bur ſhee reliſted 


 ſtoutly,and coming near my Maſter, ſhe faid ſo low that ſhe could not bee heard by 
- any body but him, #hat,will Orontes die then ? © Yes, Madam, (anſwered hee)hee 


** willdie,as he ought todo ; and if he hath ſo long deferr d to give you that proof 


" * of his care to pleaſe you, do not accuſe him for ir, {ince he hath done both whar he 


* could,and what he ſhould to ſatisfie you. Ler Orontes die if he will, (replied the 


and 
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and aſtoniſhment, was ſo ſtrucken for a time, that he could not finde words to make 
reply; yet ſecing that the Queen was ready to come back to him, he ſpoke theſe few 
unto the Princefſe. © 0r00ndates would live, Madam, if ſhe for whom he both will 
*« and ought to die, did but conſent unto his life. The Princefſe anſwered him in 
haſt, She mot onlic conſents toit, but alſo entreats , and if ſhe have anie power con;- 
manads it. 

The Queen,and the Princeſſe Pariſatis, who drew near, hindred them from ſay- 
ing more : but Prince Arraxerxes knew eaſily by my Maſters face,that that ſhort time 
had been happily employed for him ; he could not difſemble the joy he felt, and aſ- 
ſoon as the Queen and the Princeſſes were gone, he learn'd the ſucceſſe from my Ma- 
ſter, with ſo many marks of ſatisfaction, that I thereby knew the ardency of his 
friendſhip to him better then before. Itis not poſſible for me to expreſſe in the leaſt 
degree, how my Maſter was tranſported, what he did,what he ſaid to the Prince of 
Perſia, how oem he call'd him his God, and his protecting Angel, and how many 
proteſtations he made to him of an eternal fidelity. It ſhall ſuttice me to tell you, 
that the next day his Feaver was gone, and that this change of his life made ſuch an 
aiteration in his health, that within two days he was out of bed,and within two more 
out of his Chamber, 

Thoſe that were concern'd in his fickneſſe, heard of his recovery with much 
joy ; and I may truly fay,it was almoſt a publick gladnefle, Oroondares vertue having 
in that ſhort abode,gain'd him as many friends, as there were perſons capable to un- 
derſtand it. Aſſoon as he went abroad, he repayed his viſits carefully , and when he 
had ſeen the King, and the Queens, he went to the two Princeſſes Lodgings, where 
he found them together, and their Couſin Roxana with them. He made his addreſ- 
ſes with the ſame fear,which of late did ever —_— him in Sratira's preſence; 
but Artaxerxe: who came thither almoſt as ſoon as he, holding Pariſatz and Roxana 
in talk to oblige him, gave him as free liberty to entertain the Princeſle as he could 
defire. He was not willing to loſe the opportunity, and having look'd a while filent- 
ly upon her, he ſaid at laſt with an inward trembling, 7 kzow not, Madam, whither in 
giving me leave to live, you have alſo given me leave to ſpeak, but though I were for- 
bidden it for all things elſe, yet ought it at leaſt to be allowed me, that 1 may return her 
thanks who hath preſerv'd my life. 

The Princeſle to theſe words made anſwer : Our whole familie hath obligations to 
you of the ſame nature , and I ſhould have had little gratitude, if 1 had not contributed 
all that depended on me, toward the health of a perſon to whom we are all ſo much indeb- 
ted. © Thoſe ſmill obligations (replied the Prince) carry theirrecompence along with 
*them, and all the ſervices I ſhall be able to doe you, while I have breath, are too 
© sloriouſly paid already, if the charity you had toa dying man, be not extin& to one 
«* whom you ſee in better health. 7 did too good a work, (anſwered the Princeſſe ſmi- 
ling) when I aſſiſted your recoverie, ever to repent me of it while I live; and beſides 
my knowledge of your qualitie, your merits, and our engagements, my brothers ſarisfatti- 
on ts ſo dear to me, that I to it will alwaies ſacrifice the better part of mine inclinations. 
Oroondates with a deep ſigh replyed, ** Since the Gods have not been liberal enough 
&* of their favours to me,to make me worthy of my ſelf to ſerve you,l receive the for- 
* tune they ſend me as proceeding from them, and if by the moſt holy zeal and the 
© moſt reſpeQtive paſſion that ever was, I cannot merit the honour of being yours, 1 
*« ſhall eſteem my ſelf too happy, if for the conſideration of that dear brother, you 
© will exempt me from the hatred of our families, and if laying it aſide, you per- 
* mit me to liveas a perſon not indifferent to him that is ſo dearto you. 

The Princeſſe who truly lov'd him,and defired to favour him as much as ſhe belie- 
ved ſhe might, anſwered but with ſome violence to her refery'd humour, © I forbid 
* you not to make more favourble interpretations of what concerns you, and I ſhall 
*-not take it ill, if you believe you are conſiderable enough of your ſelf; true it 
© is, I was moved by my brothers ſolicitation, to the ation which you call charits- 

* ble, but I will confeſſe to you, that if I had believ'd T might nul, ought, I ſhould 
** have done that of my own accord, which I did by his perſwaſion, My Maſter 
was 
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was ſo over-joyed at theſe obliging words, that he was ready to caſt himlelf at het 
feet, and make known the nature of their diſcourſe by ls action ; but of a ſudce 1 
coming to himſelf, he preſerv'd judgement enough to conſider the place where hee 
was, and the perſons that were preſent, which made him reſtrain himſelf as much 
as poſſibly he could, fo that he only ſaid with, a countenance which diſcover'd the 
exceſle of his contenment ; I perceived well, Madam, from the happy moment which firſt 
gave me to you, that ſomething Divine forced me to reverence you in a quite extraordi- 
nary manner, and I receive proofs of that Divinity in the abſolute power you have over 
our lives; you took mine awey, by a ſentence which my temerity extorted juſtly from 
your fair mouth, you reſtored it me again by words which your compaſſion produced; and 
now you bleſſe it with ſo undeſerved a mercy, that I have much adoe to know my ſelf, 
being drawn out of an abyſſe of miſery, and raird toa glory that enght ro be envied Ly 
the Gods themſelves. The rapture he was tm, would have made him ſay more, if the 
Princeſſe had not interrupted him on this manner, Oroondates, 7 without queſtion 
do more then I ought, if I conſider who I am ; but if I likewiſe conſider who you ave, 
and what you have done for 5,and particularly for my ſelf, me thinks I ſhould be moſt 
ingrateful,if I did not ſhow [ome acknowledgement of that affettion, whereof you give mee 
ſo great and ſo dangerous proofs. Indeed 1 was not pleas'd that Orontes ſhould dare tv 
love me, but / nce my brother thinks fit that Oroondates ſhould,and that I ſhould ſuffer 
him, and that he being a Priace of quality equal to me , expoſes himſelf ro ſo manifeſt 
perils for my ſervice, 1 ſhould think I committed a fault both againſt friendſhip and a- 
gair;ſt duty it ſelf, if I abated not ſomething of my firſt ſeverity : abnuſc it not 1 pray 
you, but live in ſuch a manner both for your own ſake and mine , that the Prince of 
Scythia, and the Princeſſe of Perſia, may never be ſuſpefted ro hold intelligence, The 
reflefting upon this thought makes me tremble , and when thoſe obſtacles which frighred 
not you, come into my conſiacration, I am ſo confounded at your deſign, that I can only 
leave the condutt of it to the Gods, to your own prudence , and my brothers aſſiſt ance. 
Oroonaates already receiving marks of affetion from his Princeſs, which were beyond 
his expeRation,made her this anſwer : © The mercy of the Gods, and Prince A7- 
**raxerxes goodneſs, which have given way to the birth of a molt perfe&taffection, 
* will without doubt favour the ſucceſs of it; and that hereditary hatred which 
* makes my greateſt hindrances, will yeild, 1 hope, to juſter conſiderations : for my 
** part, Madam, ſince you doe me the honour tocommand it me, 1 will carry my felf 
**inaſucha manner, that a fortune I have never deſerved, ſhall never be ſuſpected; 
* and though the Prince of Scythia ſhould be diſcovered in the Court of Perſia, 
* the Princefle Srarira ſhall nor at all appear more faulty then the Princeſle Pari- 
"© ſatts, 

The remainder of their diſcourſe was cut off by the Princeſs Rexana, who being 
ſomething concern'd in it, came maliciouſly to interrupt them. Artaxerxes and Pa- 
riſatts join'd company with them, and they all together paſs'd the reft of the day tm 
an indifferent converſation. After that meeting , Oroondates employed his time 10 
well with his Princefſe, that he made a marvellous progreſs in his affairs, and preſs d 
her with ſo much diſcretion, that at laſt he receiv'd aſſurances botly by her words and 
actions, that hewas really beloved of her. This knowledge reſtored him to his for- 
mer health and humour, and made him ſuch in the eyes of the whole Court, that he 


"drew the hearts and admiration of all afreſh ; Prince Arraxerxes being reſolv'd to 


oblige him to the uttermoſt, did him all the good offices that might be, bur he within 
a ſhort time was but little neceffary to him for the gaining of his ſiſter; for that Prin- 
ceſs obſerving ftom day to day ſo many admirable qualities inthe-Prince who liy'd 0n- 
ly for her ſake,fuffer'd her ſelf to be infenſibly won to ſo ſtrong an affetion to myMa- 

er,that his paſiion had the advantage bur little over hers. She caried her ſelf neverthe- 
leſs with ſo much reſervedneſs, that the ſevereſt of the age, no nor Diogenes himſelf,of 
whom your King had ſo great an eſteem, could not havetold how-to condemn any of 
her actons,though they had been publiſhed to them:My Prince never imbolden'd bio; 
ſelf ſo far as to take the ſmalleſt favours of her, and accounted himſelf more happy 


' In a kind look; or an obliging word, then in the poſſeſſion of an Empire. Nor can-I 
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forbear to tell you by the by, (though perchance you know more of it then I )chat 
as I doe not believe ever woman was adorned with a more excellent beauty then that 
Princeſs, ſo neither doe I think that ever beauty was accompanied with a more rare 
and eminent vertue ; her wit was marvellouſly quick and apprehenſive ; her humour 
always equal, and fo full of ſweetneſs, that all the world found themſelves charmed 
withit; her courage (as you know) without being much ſhaken, has reſiſted the 
rougheſt aſſaults of fortune ; her diſcretion and modeſty, were wonderful ; and her 
, reſervedneſs ſuch, that though ſhe had a moſt true and real affetion, ſhe was always 
enough Miſtreſs of it, never to be carried to the ſmalleſt action, that was againſt the 
ſevereſt rules of duty, though the time and opportunities ſhe had, might have ſuthci- 
ently excuſed her. 

Groondates ſeeing this abſtract of rerfefion, was even beſides himſelf when he con- 
ſidered his own happineſs ; and thoughhe were infinitely taken with the beauty of 
her body, that of her minde had ſo captivated him , that not being able to love a 
leſſer vertue, nor make account of a more eaſie conqueſt, he found ſweetneſs in the 
very difficulties he met with in his deſign. His acceſs to her was =} open ; for the 
King and the Queens, thought they could do no leſs to him that had preſery'd their 
daughrers,then to allow him their converſation ; neither did he abuſe that liberry,and 
to give no matter of ſuſpition, he entertain'd the Princeſes Pariſats as often as, her 
ſiſter, and ſeem'd not to tie himſelf more to her, then to Roxana, Barſina, and other 
Princeſſes which he ſaw every day, and by whom he was look*d upon with a very fa- 
vourable eye. Artaxerxes was extreamly joyed, ſeeing ſo good ſucceſs in the purpoſe 
he had not to appear ingrateful, and took ſo good order to make him ſtill paſs for 0- 
ronter, that he was never ſuſpeted by any body. This happy change of his fortune 
reſtoring him his former looks, and humour, with more advantage then before, retur- 
ned him. the affetions of the whole Court, and eſpecially of the Ladies, who ſeein 
him excel in all things with a marvellous grace, had ſome trouble to diſſemble the in- 
clinations which ſo extraordinary a man produced in their hearts ; and if his paſſion 
to the Princeſle, had left him in a condition to be ſencible of that good fortune, hee 
had wherewithal to ſatishe himſelf in the teſtimonzes of affection he received from 
the faireſt Ladies of all Perſia. You have without doubt known many of them that 
were not exempt; but becauſe that Diſcourſe would be too long, and not important 
to wy Maſters life, I will only tell you what I cannot omit without concealing from 
you his moſt remarkable accidents. 

It wasat the Wedding of Memon and Barſina, that my Maſter diſcovered an ef- 
fet of his merit, which hath ſince been very prejudicial to him. The gallant Aſem- 
non having made himſelf conſiderable by a thouſand noble ations, after a long ſuit 
obtain'd'the fair Barſina, with the general conſent of her .Father Artabaſis , the 
King, and the whole Court, who thought themſelves much concern'd in that alli- 
ance. The high eſteem of the Perſons, madeit a Solemnity to all Perfa, and their 
quality obliged the King, the Queens, and the whole Royal Family, ro honour 
Artabaſus houſwith their preſence. My Prince, who for his vertue, had contracted 
a near friendſhip with A/ſemnen, was one in all the Meetings that were made to cele- 
brate his Marriage, and appear d every where with ſo much dexterity and magnifi- 
cence , that he ſhared the whole honour with the Prince of Perſja, who. likewiſe 
gave a thouſand proofs there of his gallantry, and activenets. When the Pomps of 
t eday were ended, there was a very ſtately ball, and the Queens , the Princeſles, 
with all the faireſt Ladies, and of the chiefeſt quality, were preſent ar it with ſo ex- 
traordinary a luſtre, and improved. their natural beauties, with ſo many ornaments, 
and with the _— of ſo many jewels, that truly my eyes were hardly able to be- 
hold ſuch glittering objeRs. - My Maſter was ſeated near the Princeſs Roxana , who 


was indeed exceeding/handſome, and very ſumpruouſly apparelled: you already 
know the rank ſhe held in rhe Court,as-daughter to Cohortarus, Darizs his Couſen 
German, and Governour of the Sacans. I will ſay nothing of her face, nor wit, 
you know much more of them then I; and we have ſo much cauſe to deteſt her, that 
it is hard for me to preſerve any remembrance of them to her advantage. 


When 


When 0roondates hid talk'd a while with her of the beauty of the Perſian Ladies, 

wherewith he confeſſed himſclf to ve dazled ; Roxaxa after ſhe had looked earneſt- 
ly upon him , and by the divers changes of her countenance teſtihed the inward 
trouble of her minde : Zr # it poſſible { aid ſhe, ſo low that ſhe could not be over- 
heard ) you ſhould have ſtill conſerv'd the cold ſſe of Jour Clymate among ſo mary 
beauties, and that the /ioht of all theſe wonders (as you tearm them ) ſronld rot hae 
made you loſe a little of that indiffere ncy which bath dijpleaſed them all? *© They 
* have too much of that themſelves to one ſo unfortunate as ] am (anſwered Oroox- 
&* dates) to be rouch'd with the inclinations I may have ; yet lam not fo unſencible 
* but I have ſuch to them, as one ought to have to the faireſt creatures of the whole 
* world. But, Madam,l do not want reſpe4, and I know how to conceal, what I 
* could not declare without temerity ; beſides that, indeed I uſe my utmoſt endea- 
* yours to defen1 my felf from a wound, whereof 1 could not, without much pre- 
* ſumption, hope for any cure. Tow are a diſſembler (replyed the Princeſle) and you 
underftand your ſelf well enongh, and ns roo, tv have thoughts quite contrary to your diſ- 
courſe ; the Latlics here know how ro valne perſons like Orontes, as well as in other pla- 
ces; and if I did not believe I ſhould be the Awuthor of too munch vanity in you, 1 would 
aſſure you there were few of them but would receive your affettion as 4 very happy for- 
tune. She bluſh'd fo as ſhe made an end of theſe words, that my Maſter was almoſt 
out of countenance for her ; and anſwered with a low ſubmiſſion, ** You may make 
* your ſelf ſport, M4dam,at the coſt of an unfortunate man, but can never draw him 
« by ſuch a kind of jeſting, from the opinion he has of himſelf. when you have 
ſuch a one as you ſhould have, (ſaid Roxana, interrupting him) you will hope for all 
you ſhall deſire. I think ſhe would have abſolutely diſcovered her ſelf, if Prince 
Artaxerxes who was deſtin'd ever to do my'Maſter good ofhces,had not come to take 
her out to daunce ; or if when he brought herback to her place, he had not fate diſ- 
courſing with them all the reſt of that Evening. 

When Oroondates was come home, calling to mind Roxana's words , and many of 
her former actions which he had not been concern'd enoughto take notice of before, 
he began to find that indeed ſhe loved him, and by ſome ſecret inſtin foreſeeing 
the croſſes that affe&ion hath caus'd him ſince,he look'd upon the birth of it with a 
great deal of trouble. He refoly*d nevertheleſſe if ſhe perſevered in that humour, 
ro uſe her as civilly as he poſſibly could,as well to render what was due to her perſon 
and quality,as not to exaſperate a minde which he knew to be very ative and unquier ; 
and ikewiſe that he might not give her any faſpition of his love to the Princelle of 
Perſia. After that time he received many other teſtimonies of it, and Roxana who 
thought ſhe had already broke through the greateſt difficulty, paſt by no occaſion to 
let her looks, and her diſcourſe give him tokens of her inclination toward him. 0- 
roondates difſembled all very cunningly,and feigning not to perceive it,carried himſelf 
to her, as he believ'd her birth, and her favourable uſage did much oblige him: ; but 
ſhe not being ſatisfied with ordinary civilities, and her good opinion of her ſelf being 
ſtrong enough to perſwade her,he only avoided the knowledge of her affeion,our of 
a fear that he was unworthy of it, reſoly'd to free him of that apprehenſion ; and-af- 
ter ſome difficulties ſhe found in her haughty humour, ſhe forced the laws of decen- 
cy, and one day lipt a paper into his ſleeve, which he found there when he was reti- 
red to his Chamber ; he ſuſpeRed not the truth-ac firſt, but having open'd it, he ſaw 
theſe words which he read before me, and which made him ſuthciently know che, per- 
ſon that had written them. 


Roxana s Letter to Orontecs. 


S It poſſible, Orontes, that my paſt aflions ſhould not bave 


diſcovered my inclinations 10 you; and that contrary to decen- 
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cy and modeſty, you force me to declare I love you ? *Tis true O- 
rontes, you do force me 10 it, but make not a wrong uſe of I pray 
you, and undervalne not ber, who hath ſufficiently undervalued 


her ſelf, in doing that for you , which ſhe ought to have expected 
from you. 


My Maſter who did me the honour to acquaint me with his moſt ſecret affairs, did 
not conceal Koxana's affeftion from me , and was pleaſed I ſhould uſe the liberty ro 
give him my advice, he reſoſv'd to take no notice of that paper, but, if that Princeſle 
ask'd him concerning it, to " that it was loſt, as it was probable it might have been; 
hereupon he began to ſee her ſeldomer then he was wont;and to avoid the occaſions of 
being alone with her, ſeeking as much as he could , without ſhew of a particular de- 
ſigne, the oportunities of entertaining Statira, to whom. nevertheleſs out of deſcre- 
tion he would never ſay any thing of her Couzens paſſion, hiding that for her, which 
he thought ſhe ſhould have concealed her ſelf. In the mean time he receiv'd ſo ma- 
ny ook of friendſbip from his Princeſs, as he had never wiſh'd for greater, and then 
it was, that he was truely happy , both by Artaxerxes aſſiſtance, and by Starira's in- 
clination; but Fortune that makes her paſtime of our Deſtinies , had only rais'd him 
to that hight of bliſs, to hurl him with more violence, into that bottomleſs ſea of mi- 
ſeries, in which he ha's been toſſ'd the remainder of his days. 

O Gods (continued Araxes, his face all wet with tears) can I not without blaſphe- 
my accuſe you of injuſtice , ſince you'have conſented to the greateſt loſs that 4/4 
could ever ſuffer, and that for the glory of one man, you have permitted the deſtructi- 
on of the chiefeſt Houſe in all che world? It is well(purſu'd he)that Groondares is ab- 
ſent, for atthis fatall relation you ſhould have ſeen him tranſported with the moſt fu- 
rious ſtorms of grief, that any ſoul is capable to feel, and indeed he ha's ſo juſt a 
cauſe that I ſhould never blame him for it, ſince I think that I my ſelf ſhall not have 
courage enough to recount a misfortune to you , which will infallibly draw tears 
from your eyes; yet will I do my utmoſt endeavour for your ſake , and having had 
_—_ enough to bear it, perchance I ſhall alſo have enough to make the recitall 
of it 

Although the cruel Wars between Peefie and Scythia, ſeem'd almoſt quite exti n- 
ory by the deaths of ſo many thouſand men, who had unhappily ended their 

ays in them, yet werethey bur a little ſmother'd,, and thoſe two Kings whoſe hatred 
was irreconcilable, ſtill keeping in their hearts a greedie defire of deſtroying one ano- 
ther , watch'd carefully for all occaſions that might _ their deſignes to an effec. 
The Scythian who the year before had been invaded by the Perſ;an, reſoly'd to pre- 
vent him the year following , and to carry the War home to his own dores. To that 
intent he took the field with an Army of two hundred thouſand men, and paſſing the 
'. Araxientred Perſia, where he did all aQts of hoſtility. The Siege of Selena a Town 
upon the Frontiers of this Kingdom, having put a ſtop to the progreſs of his Armes, 
the rumour of it came preſently after to Perſepolis. Darius who already had his Army 
on foot to have aſſaulted him if he had not been prevented, was not much ſurpriſed at 
the newes, and giving the Governors of his Province ſnch Orders as were neceſſary, 
prepared himſelf to go drive him out iu perſon ; but this deſign ewas thwarted by che 
news he received at the ſame time of Alexanders marching into his Countries. Alexan- 
der had already made himſelf famous by the defeat of theTriballians,and by the taking 
of Thebes ; and though Darizs the moſt Potent Princein the world , deſpiſed that 
young Conqueror , and threatned him with the rod as a childe, all his Counſellors 
not making the ſame judgement of him, gave advice that he ſhould oppoſe him in per- 
ſon, and in the interim ſend one of his Lievtenants againſt the Scythians. The per- 
ſwaſions of his friends carried it from his firſt reſolution , and in the Counſell whi- 
ther my Maſter was call'd, it was determined, chat an Army of two hundred thouſand 
men ſhould be ſent againſt the Sryhians, under the Conduct of Arrabaſuns, and that 
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to give him more credit and Authority, Prince Arraxerxes ſhould go along with him 
in perſon ; he having by reaſon of his youth, refuſed the Command of the Army, re- 
terring it to the prudence of an old renowned Captain, 

This was the reſolution taken in the Counſel; Judge I beſeech you of my Maſters 
perplexity , ſeeing himſelf conſtrain'd either to tight againſt choſe of his own Nation, 
or by _— to them, ruine his whole deſigne that was ſo fairly advanced, or ſtay at 
home with ſhame among the Ladies, whilſt his dear Arraxerxes was expoſed to dan- 
gers, and to the fury of the Scythians. Theſe conſiderations held him for ſome time 
in uncertainty ; but in the end, paternall duty , and the protection of his Countrey, 
yeilded to the love of Sratira, and to the friendſhp of Artaxerxes, and made him 
reſolve not to forſake a friend, to whom he was indebted for all his contentment, and 
all his fortune, Having heard he was alone in his Cloſſet, he went to ſee him , be- 
ing attended only by me; and found him as much afflitted as himſelf, for the deſpair 
of a peace which he had ſo ardently wiſhed for. Being ignorant of my Maſters in- 
tentions, he knew not yet what he ſhould look for from him, though he was fully de- 
termined never to be his Enemy , and rather to diſoblige him that had given him his 
being, then him to whom he had vowed ſo perfet a friendſhip. Their mutual trou- 
ble was the cauſe they walked a while together without ſpeaking , but in the end Oro. 
ondates broke ſilence with theſe words. Tow do nut donubt brother ( for now they call'd 
each other by that name alone) but that in this confuſion of affairs (which I think, For- 
tune manages on this faſhion purpoſely to ruine me) my aſtoniſhment us very great , ſince 
that indeed 1 ſhould have noſence of humanitie, if the tie of blood did not work, naturally 
in me; and if ſeeing the ſharp affisttions which the Gods now ſend me, inſtead of the happi- 
neſs Which you rats'd me to, 1 had conſtancie enough not to be touch'd with that alteration: 
No, I confeſs to you my conrage cannot bear this ſtroak,, With an equall countenance, nor 
Without yeilding ſomething to the ſorrowes I foreſee, knowing what Enemies Fortune 
gives me to fight againſt, and that 1 muſt neceſſarily commit one crime, to avezd a grea- 
ter : yet believe not dear brother, that this accident changes me, though it trowble me : for 
although I am Oroondates ,/on to Matheus King of Scythia, I am al/o Orontes, Stati- 
ra's faithfull Captive, and Artaxerxes moſt faithfull Friend : 1 ſhall not fear to betome an 
unnatural ſon, that 1 may be a Loyal Lover, and a Friend without reproach ; nor ſhall I 
make a conſcience to fight againſt a Father , who comes to overthrow that Fortune which 
my Friend ha's eſtabliſid me. That which 1 deſire of you, and which 1 ſhall moſt ardent- 
ly begg, ts, that the new cauſe you have tohate the Father, may not make your enmity de- 
ſcend unto the ſon, who ought not to bear any blame for his deſignes, ſince he not only 1s in- 
nocent of them, but does even dereſt them, and prepares himſelf ro ruine them. 

Artaxerxes having hearken'd to him patiently, anſwered ; © Brother, I had proofs 
* enough of your friendſhip before , not to believe that any accident could ſhake it, 
* and I wiſh the Gods may never look > ww.) upon me , if it be not infinit- 
* ly more dear to me then all the reſt of the world ; or if I deſire to live for any 0- 
* ther reaſon then t6 be Oroondares Friend , 2nd to merit his affetion by the teſtimo- 
©* nies of mine. I confeſs I was extreamly troubled to hear of the King your Father's 
" ny into the Territories of nag, as well out of the fear I had to loſe you, as be- 
* cauſe I could not hinder my ſelf from honouring him that ha's given { be world fo 
* lovely a Prince,and one ſo perfeRly beloved by Artaxerxes; but that this conſide- 
* ration ſhould have been able to diminiſh the friendſhip I bearto Oroondates, you 
* are cruel if ever you have harbour'd ſuch a thought : No, no, dear Brother, my 
* friendſhip isof ſuch a nature, that neither time nor accidents can alter it, I have 
* indeed conſidered as well as you, all the difficulties that preſent themſelves , I have 
* balanced the duty of a friend, againſt that of an obedientſon, bur in the end your 
* kale proving the more weighty , I have taken a refolution to refuſe the imployment 
* the King my Father gives me, to keep you company; if you forſake usto return into 
** $cythia, 1 conjure you to ſuffer me with you, inſtead of making one conſent to ſee 
** you fight againſt your own Countrey. My crime will certainly be leſs then yours, 
* my engagements to you being greater, and no body can blame me for laying down 
* my lite for him that was the preſerver of it. 0 Gods! reply'd Oroondates, car you 
Without 
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without diſſembling prefer the ſmall ſervice 1 have done you , before obligations that ne. 
ver can be valued ? and do you think that pretence will excuſe you for refuſing me a re- 
queſt that was made before yours ? Tour Friendſhip to me 1s ſtrong enough alone,to make 
you give me proofs of this high conſequence, and do you not know that beſides the [ame con- 
fideration, 1 have alſo my affettion to your ſiſter, which is a motive you cannot alledge ? do 
not therefore any longer oppoſe a deſire ſo full of Fuſtice, unleſs you will ruine the fortune 1 
hold from you, ſince howſoever, reaſon and my obſt inacy muſt carry it. © What will you 
* conſtrain me to inthe end (ſaid Arraxerxes) and what will you ſay of me, if I ſuf- 
* fer my ſelf to be overcome by your perſwaſtons, to conſent to a thing of ſo little e- 
* quity? I will ſay ( anſwered Oroondates) that having perfefty obliged me hitherto, 
ou were not willing to do the contrary,by the refuſal of a thing which I ſo earneſtly begg'd, 
and that you reſolv'd to do, what you could by no means avoid. * Art leaſt (reply'd A- 
* taxerxes) do not commit a crime without any neceſſity , and ſince you will not ſuf- 
* fer me to accompany you into Scyrhia, ſtir not from this Court at all, nor 0 to fight 
*with Enemies, that ought to be ſo conſiderable to you; though your company be in- 
* finitely dear to me, I love my (iſter well enough, to yeild her the fatisfaQion I reap 
* by it; and do not you hate her ſo much, as not to be able to paſs your time with her 
*til our return. Leave her not I conjure you , give her this teſtimony of the love 
* you bear her, and me of the friendſhip I require of you. 

If your other Propoſition diſpleas'd me (ſaid Oroondates) this offends me paſt expreſ- 
ſion, for beſides my friendſhip to you, which will never ſuffer you to run into any danger, in 
which I do not participare, I love glory, and hate infamy ſufficiently , not to ſtay among 
the Ladies, while you are fighting Battels. *If you eek matter for your valourto 
* work upon (anſwered Arraxerxes) you ſhall have enough here quickly, Alexander 
* isalready near the Granicus,and you may better employ that courage the Gods have 
* given you, againſt him, then againſt the King your Father. To theſe reaſons he ad- 
ded many others, which were all but vain, to remove my Maſter from the firm reſo- 
lution he had taken to accompany him; and the friendſhip he had vowed to that moſt 
deſerving Prince, made him not only forget the neareſt engagements of kindred, but 
alſo what he owed unto himſelf, and to the conſideration of Statira, from whom he 
could not abſent himſelf without moſt violent ſorrows, 

But ſhe poor Princeſſe was not to be comforted , for ſeeing the two perſons that 
were dearer to her then the whole world, readyto depart from her, to expoſe 
themſelves to howerly dangers, ſhe had not ſtrength of minde enough to diſſemble 
her affliction. In the mean time the beſieged preſſing the King to ſend them relief. 
He commanded eArtabaſis to march away with the body of the Army , but the Prin- 
ces, who needed not to move ſo ſlowly , ſtaid ſome days behind him , to take their 
leaves; they made almoſt all their viſits together , and eſpecially that to Roxana, to 
whom my Maſter would not pay that ceremonie alane, leaſt he ſhould afford her an 
occaſion, and conveniencie to proſecute what ſhe had begun. She was very ſenſibly 
troubled to finde how induſtriouſly he ſhun'd what ſhe deſired,and expreſſed fo much 
orief to him at that ſeparation, that he could not hinder himſelf from bezring part of 
it, The night before they went away , after having taken their leave of tie Queens, 
and the Princeſle Pari/ats, they went to Princeſs Statira*s lodgings, whom they found 
in her Cloſſet, ſo extraordinarily grieved that they deſpair'd of comforting her, yet 
did they their endeavours, though ſhe gave bur little eare unto them , and preſaging 
ſome ſiniſter accident; by her tears, they were forced to ſhed ſome with her, both to 
give their ſorrows vent, and to bear her company in her affliction. eAvrtaxerxes to 
oblige my Maſter went out of the Cloſſer, and going into the Chamber , paſs'd the 
time with his ſiſters women , while Orooxdates kneeling upon a cuſhion which was at 
his Princeſſes feet, and taking her fair hands, whereon he paſſionatly imprinted many 
laſting kiſſes: Madam (ſaid he) you Would do me wrong, if you were not moſt aſſured 
that your griefs are at leaſt as ſenſible to me, as to your ſelf; but if in the unhappineſs 
which ſeparates me from you, 1 might yet hope for any good fortune, O Gods , hoW infinit 
a one it Would be to me, if I could pretend to any ſhare in the tears I ſee you ſhed, and if the 
departare of a brother, whom aext to you I love above all the world, Were not the ſole occa- 
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ſon of them. * You were ungratefull (anſwered the Princeſs) if you ſhould ary way 
* doubtof my friendſhip, after the proofs I have given you ot it, and but dim-{ighted 
*if you did not perceive, that your going away does very ſenſibly afflit me; *cis true; 
© I love Artaxerxes better then my elf; but my affection to Oroondares does not at all 
* give place to that I bear tohim; the tears I ſhed ar your departure, are indeed for 
© both, bur if they can ſuffer a difference without injuring my kindneſle to my brother, 
*you may make a judgement of them to your advantage, and draw comfort from it in 
© our common aſflition, if you can take any in fo ſmall a matter, Bxt &« it poſſible 
(reply'd Oroondates) that this diſturbance your quietne[s receives from thoſe ſo near 
me, ſhould not in ſome ſort alter your firſt intentions, ard diſpence with you for the promiſe 
ou made to the Prince your brother ? No Madam, I ſee your noble ſoul ha's more regard 
ro a meſt ſacred affeitions then to the troubles our enemies are preparing for us; T ſay our 
enemies, ſince I Will never ackyowledge them but for ſuch , and that the conſideration of 
blood 15 too \veak, a thing, to oppoſe a paſſion likg this of mine. This exceſſe of goodneſſe 
Would Win my heart extreamly, if it could be more yours then it ts already ; but if I can 
yet obtain any thing more of you, give ſome reſpit to thoſe tears that kill me , and make me 
not die by your ſorroW, ſince mine own 1s enough of it ſelf ro take aWay my life, and that the 
cruel ſeparation I am conſtrain'd to reſolve upon, puts me rather in a condition ro beg com- 
fort from you, then to give you any; all Which I can receive, conſiſts in the hope I have, this 
abſence Will never be able to do any thing to my prejudice, and that you Will preſerve ſome 
remembrance of him , Who adores you with all the Zeal the Gods themſclves can deſire 
from you. Dear Princeſs; may I keep this belief Without preſumption? true it ts, if I con- 
ſider you, and then caſt mine eys upon my ſelf, this hope 1s ſtrangled in it's very birth, and 
turns to a fear that ſome more Worthy perſon * Cruel Groondates, ( ſaid ſhe, inter- 
* reptiag him) the grief I feel already,ſhould have been ſufficient to content you, with- 
* out giving it any new encreaſe by your diſobliging ſuſpicions, your own thoughts 
© muſt needs tell you, theſe jealouſies are bur feigned, and yet the aflitions they caule 
*in me are real; Ah! Oronres, or rather now Oroondates, how much more reaſon have 
© I to fear that abſence will wipe theſe light Idea's out of your memory , and make 
© you repent the pains you have taken for one, whom you had only ſeen by night, and 
*1na ſudden nr” ag and in whom ſince, time and long frequentation have made you 
* obſerve deteAs, which that darkneſs had concealed from you. There is ſo little 
probabilitie ja that (anſwered he coldly) that I will not make you any new proteſtations, 
zo put you out of an opinion, which I am confident you are very far from believing : and 
then having pauſed a while, Well Macam (continued he) ſince your fair month aſſures 
me of a happineſs, Which I never ought to bave hoped for, 1 beſeech the Gods to keep you ſtill 
in the [ame minde, and that they would never open your eyes , tolet you finde how little I 
deſerve (0 great a bleſſing. © And I (added the Princeſs) beleech them to preſerve you 
* from all dangers, and command you with all the power I have , not to hazard thar, 
© but to very good purpoſe, which is no longer yours , unleſs you will revoke the gift 
*you have made me of it ; and if you love my life , have ſo much care of yours, that 
* you may be able to giveme an account of it when I pleaſe. Nothing engages you 
*to ruſh headlons into dangers, and though your friendſhip to my brother, and that 
*you bear to me have perſwaded you to take our party , you have no animoſitie that 


_ *can incite you to ſeek your ruine in that of your own Nation. I have vowed you ſ0 


much obedience (repli'd he) that I will never erre from your commands, and Willpreſerve 
my ſelf in hope to ſee you again , With as great a deſire as I would have forbora this voy- 
age, if mine honour, and the departure of Artaxerxes, whom I neither can, nor on:ght ro 
leave, could have ſuffered me. But O Gods! (purlu'dhe , kiſſing her hand again with 


* incredible extaſies) What do not I ow to the care you have of fortunate Orontes, and 


What can he do to ackaoWledge the ſmalleſt part of it > © Keep what he ha's promis'd 
* me (repli'd the Princeſs) and in his diſobedience foreſee the utter ruine of his happi- 
*ne(s,if ſo be he gronnd it upon Statira's friendſhip. But alas! (conrinued fe weeping, 
* and raiſiag her voice a little ) Iknow not what itis that my ſadneſs preſages, and 
* though I ſtrive to put it off, becauſe I ſee you participate in ir, yet can I not over- 
* come my ſelf ſo faras to fotbear it, Att = words Artaxerxes being come in a- 

"= gain, 
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g#in,and ſeeing her all in tears. Siſter (ſaid he.) you ſhorld be aſhame ; 

courage to them, whom your grief 4k nw br = — = andy fy ; 
ſaw one of us carried in a ( offin, to receive the laſt anties of affeftion from you? © Ah! 
FM cruel Brother, (cryed Sratira) with what do you threaten me and with what un- 
© fortunate preſages doe you redouble my ſorrows ; will you not pardon theſe ſmall 
. teſtimonies of them, to the friendſhip I bear you , and to that you have given birth 
to? I am very much obliged to you for both, (replyed the Prince) bxt 1 ſhould be glad to 
ſee you bear rhu partin with more moderation ; ſo exceſſive a ſadueſſe, beſides that «t 

encreaſes ours, may make it be believ'd, that in this ſeparation, you lament more then 
Brother ; not but that the proofs of affettion you give my O —— rhe . 
me, 4s to himſelf ; but dear ſiſter, theſe rears were more excuſable if you fd. hs " 

of all hope to ſee him again, and if they were not prejudicial towhat we have hith my 
carefally concealed. * Well ; wy enemy ſhe) I will endeavor to bear w weary ſe 
6 amy —— _ but however, Orcondates, I recommend "rt 
x you, 8 +5009 xother have a care of Oroondates, fince you have commanded me 
After this Diſcourſe and many others, ſeeing the day dr | 
_— her ; oy _ had a my Maſter a begerket of hat ne ex yrfeer 

isarm,an 7 ), 
dents that happen'd to = AGE EET CO 
At break of day they went to receive the Kings c 
a thouſand times, and could not let them Son, omg on 
ting on horſeback, wee marched after the track of the Army , which by mo 
within three days. During the whole Voiage, they were inſeparable ; overtook 
racer who mndeogk i auf hewl, as commonl Þ ad, che hu 
ut very little of his umour left : and Or ; q 

on = _ an I, and againſt —rroconathe SOR nm 

ſometimes little leſſe then deſperate ; but the 2 Los aan 
into his mind,blotted out all Neſe a IÞ 5 tne Lon —_— coming agar 
———— _- abſence cauſed in him. C'S 6 0s reeds bn 

e Reaſons I have already alledged,will hi _ 
the particulars of this Ex en oy = from "rn ee oWaibink : _ 
was quickly brought to a concluſion. I will content my ſelf with t Uo, , which 
the Inhabitants of Selena, being advertiſed of our coming to reli a 65 you that 
themſelves with a valiant reſolution, and defended themſelves ſo ſton t _ 
gave us as much time as was neceſſary for us to come up to their Role? , that they 
very lucky, that that Siege amuſed ſo potent an Army, which with ief, and it was 
would doubtleſly have much indamaged Perſia. ' In the mean ti out that obſtacle 
great diligence,and being within a days march of Selena,a Comet by —mcnee< 
_ and there was a long debate what reſolution ſhould be taken . y yo ba wascall'd, 
neral opinion was, that they ſhould attempt to raiſe the Sie 4 % in : eend the ge- 
zard of a Batte], which they thought they might the votes; lh ouge with the ha. 
rage of their Soldiers was not yet abated, but that with loud c was ince the cou- 
be led on ſtraight unto the Enemy. Artabaſu encouraged b x. = they ſtill call'd to 
is ag RO of all the Commanders, prepared he nada +> wn Fog 
ay, and dividing the Army into thr . 00- 
Tiribaſus , a very rabiane uf and _ 4 uy oP wy] oy _——_ S his Brother 
grown no Fn experience. He left the Rere-guard to Narba _ 
Battel for himſelf, having beſides theſe three given his ſon H: zanes , and kept the 
five hundred Chariots of War, arm'd with ſharp Sithes on þ _ the command of 
chers, who that day did much miſchief to the Enemy , "nd n Sam Median Ar- 
four thouſand horſe, which being looſe from the reſt of the A o Prince Artaxerxes 
thoſe that ſhould have moſt need of it, this was all the impl my, Go —_ 
though Artabaſus with much ſubmiſſion offered to reſign == herh, fp nay w_ 
6 Ne, _ — yay ap who deſired to bee free from Ack —_— — 
poſſible for him, refuſed all command , and placed himſelf with the 
Prince 
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Prince.that he might fight near his perfon This order Having been taken in our Camp, 
we advanced into a great Plain fome thirty or forty Furlongs from Selena, free from 
all kind of Trees, and very proper for a place of Battel, The Enemy advertiſed of 
our eoming, was already incamped, and expected us in very good order, for this 
praiſe muſt be given to King Marhexs, that there are few Princes in the world , but 
muſt yeild to him in experience and condut. Night being near when we came thi- 
ther, Artabaſins gave it wholly to the Army to take their reſt, and to prepare for the 
day that was to follow ; and in themean time we incamped within ſight of the 
Scythians, whoſe fires we diſcovered in great abundance : but not being ignorant of 
their cuſtome,we ſer forth ſtrong out-guards, that wee might not bee ſurpriſed, and 
paſs'd almoſt the whole night in arms. 

Aſſoon as day appear'd, and that the two Armies faced one another, they caſt 
forth terrible ſhouts,which witteſling their marvellous deſire to fight, joyed the Com- 
manders with the hope of Viftory : yet Arrabaſus having adored the Sun, and cau- 
ſing ſacrifices to be made through the whole Camp, himſelf viewed moſt parr 
of the beaſts that were offered, whole intrails were all found defective, either in the 
liver or the hearr; 1nd the fire chey were burnt with , look'd all blewiſh, accompa- 
nied with a black thick ſmoak,and which inſtead of riſing up ſtraight ro heaven,ſpread 
it ſelf in great Clouds through the whole Army. Some Victims having received the 
ſtroak, eſcaped out of the Prieſts hands, and ran through the Camp with horrible 
roarings, which was the cauſe of a very great diſorder : Beſides theſe unlucky O- 
mens,which Artabaſus and the other Commanders underſtood very well, and which 
not to ſtrike a terrour into the Soldier, they yet feigned not to take any notice of, the 
day was ſo extraordinarily dark, that we had much adoe to fee one another, and fee- 
med all ready to have put on mourning for the death of ſo many thouſand men, to 
whom it was to be their jaſt. This hindred not the Armies from drawing near toge- 
ther in very good order, nor from ſhewing much impatiency to join Battel. I make 
you judge of my Maſters thoughts, who with his eye had already found out the 
place where the King his Father was to be, and felt ſtrong remorſe of a crime, for 
which he expeQed a near puniſhment from the Gods. 1 did not doubt, for my part 
but that my neareſt friends, which are of ſome note among the Scythians, were in 
their Army; yet having given over all thought but of my Maſters intereſts, I forgot 
the remembrance of my own, and was afflited onely with his difcontents. But 
Prince Artaxerxes trouble was incomparably 'beyond ours. His countenance was 
wonderfully ſad, and there being no cauſe to attribute the change of i to any want 
of courage; one might yet read in his looks an unwillingneſſe to go upon that ation; 
He came cloſe up to my Maſter, and ſaid to him in his ear, Brother, Tow ſhall know 
it ts by meer force, 1 march againſt your Nation, and you ſhall ſee I had rather die, 
then injure Oroondates 1a the perſon of thoſe he 15 _ to love. The throng of thoſe 
that incompaſs'd-them, hindred my Prince from anſwering him, and in -the mean 
time the Commanders paſſing through the Ranks, and ſhowing themſelves to thoſe 
that were fartheſt off, did with their words and geſtures encourage the moſt back- 
ward ; and finding in them as much ſpirit as they could wiſh, they gave the laſt Or- 
ders, and the Trumpets the laſt Signal to begin the. Batrel: Then it was that the 
faint Light of the day, of it ſelf but very gloomy, was even quite darkned with a 
Cloud of Arrows, ſhot from both Armies, and that the Earth became covered with 
an infinite number of dead and wounded men, by whoſe fall the firſt Ranks grew 
thin already. But that fighting at a diſtance, not ſatisfying the. eagerneſle of thoſe 
that were moſt fiery, they gave over the uſe of their Bows, and the firſt Bodies joi- 
ning cloſe together, began to fight terribly at handy-blows. This firſt ſhock was 
given with ſo much fury, that it quickly made the Earth change colour, and the 
Scythian and Perſian Squadrons mingled together pell-mel}, ſhowed an horrible face 
of cruelty, diſorder, and confaſion. The Scyrhians had ſome advantage in this firſt 
encounter, but the reſt of the Forces came up to them that were more advanced,and 
paaſper with his armed Chariots falling in among the Scythians, made a wonderfut 
laughter of their Infantry, and by his arrival recovered the difadvantage of the _ 
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fians. It is impoſſible for me to deſcribe the particularities of this Battel , for beſides 
that the tediouſneſle of the Relation would weary you, I could not be preſent in all 
places, nof witneſle of an infinite number of memorable ations , which were done 
that fatal day ; therefore I will only tell you, that in this general mixture of Forces, 
that little order, and obedience, which remained among the Soldiers, was in the end 

uite loſt; and the Commanders of both ſides being no longer diſtinguiſh'd in ſo 
| ke a confuſion, contented themſelves with fighting in their own perſons. Artax- 
erxes ſtirrd not from his place, but reſtraining the impatience of the party under his 
command, feign'd to ſtay ſtill in expe&ation of the ſucceſs,and to obſerve the weakeſt 
places, that he might ſuccour his own ſide to better purpoſe ; though in effeR, he did 
it to defer,as much as he could poſſibly, the pong gn thoſe, whom the conſ= 
deration of Oroondates made him love ; and while he ſtood thus delaying the time, 
he was charg'd himſelf by a Body of Horſe , which thundring in upon us with guch 
fury, nd us in the end to defend our ſelves.. He ſpared them yet as much as hee 
could, and had already received two wounds, before his Sword had drawn one drop 
of Enemies blood. Oroondates who perceived it , and ſaw how much that ſtrange 
temper, and moderation, might endanger him ; ridingup cloſe to him , Artaxerxes 
(faid he) if your friendſbip to me, makes you ſuffer your ſelf tobe kill d, my death ſhall 

wickly free you from that confideration. He had not ended theſe few words , when 
fheing him receive a third wound, he flew fo fiercely upon him that gave it , that he 
inſtantly laid him dead under his feet, and ſtriking down another with the ſame rea- 
dineſle, he ruſh'd in among the Scythians with an incredible fury. Artaxerxes whom 
neither his own blood, nor the care of his own life could move , ſeeing him in that 
danger , would not forſfake him, but. aghting for the ſafety of his friend, quickly 
ſhowed us proofs of an incomparable vatour. I did my utmoſt endeavors to fecond 
them, and keeping as cloſe to them as I could, I faw the Res, animated by their 
glorious example , fight with fo much courage , that the firſt Squadrons began to 
ſhrink, when a new Reſerve which came up to back them, compaſt us in on every ſide. 
There it was (O misfortune, which Aa can never recover 1) there it was that poor 
Artaxerxes being no longer withheld by any conſideration , but fighting for the life 
of his dear Orooxdates, whom he ſaw in extream danger, after his Sword had made 
a | heap of dead bodies,fell inthe end humſelf, loſing his hfe by an infinite namber 
of moſt honourable wounds ; the laſt teſtimony of his affeftion, was an attempt he 
made to turn his dying breath intoa farewel ro my Maſter , ſtriving to ſay, Adfen, 
Oroon He was only able to ſpeak the firſt ſyllables,and ſinking among the horſes 
feet, gave us a fad aſſurance,rhat he had breath*d his laſt. 

Though Araxes did all he could to forbear weeping at this forrowful remem- 
brance, yet fell the tears in ſuch abundance from his eyes, that he was conſtrain'd to 
allow them a free courſe, while Lyſmachs moſt ſenſibly touch'd with this fatal Re- 
lation and having his heart preſs'd with grief and compaſſion , witneſs'd the great- 
nefle of his trouble by a ſtream of tears, and by very doleful lamentations. Theſe 
expreſſions of pity having held them a quarter of an hower , Lyſmachws in the 
end ſpeaking firſt. This gallant man (faid he) whom you have fo well deſcrib'd, and 
whom your recital has made me perfeaMly in love with, died only for the glory of A- 
lexander ; and the Gods who had deſtin'd that great King to fo many glorious con- 
| facilitated his way to them , by the loſfle of a Prince, who would without 

oubt have retarded them, if they had ſuffered Peyſia to enjoy him ſtill, The be- 
ginnings of ſo brave a life did wonderfully take me; and theend of it moves me {0 
exceedingly,that it is impoſſible for me to expreſs it.Bur proceed I beſeech you, for you 
have ſo engaged me with your ſtory, that 1 am not leſle intereſſed in the paſſages of 
your Princes life,then.in thoſe that nearleſt concern mine own. Araxes havi teled 
himſelf a little during theſe words,and wiping his eyes, O Gods! td Raz 
do you think became of poor Oroondares at this woful fight > Imagine to your ſelf, 
Sir, all that rage and deſpair can produce ina heart like his, and then you may fancy 
ſome'ſmall part of what he did. Seeing him he had:ſo ardently loved, trampled un- 
der foot, by the inſolent Soldiers , he-made ſuch a laughter of them. in a ſhort _ 
| chat 
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that the bloud wherewith he was preſently befmear'd all over, made him look dread- 
Fully in a moment ; he ſought no longer for his life, but having reſolv'd td loſe 
ir, he meant to accompany it with ſo many others, that his friends ghoſt ſhould bee 
thereby fully ſatisfied. Ar that time me thought hee appeat'd bigger then lite was 
wont to be, and the horror that attended him which way foever he turr'd , and the 
blood wherewith he was died all over, making him hard to be known, ſtruck ſome 
terror even into me. Grief had quite taken away the uſe of his voice , but it had ſo 
augmented his ſtretigth,that ſeeming immottal and invulnerable,he made way on eve- 
ry (ide, and carried infallible death whither ſoever he went. The Gods know , that 
T us'd all che force I had, and though they left me —| life, it was not becatH{e of any 
care I took to preſerve it : Bat finding the way open'd,and without reſiſtance where- 
ſoever he led, I had no greart difficulty to follow ; yet in the end we muſt of neceſ- 
fity have lien by ir, and my Maſter in the points of a thoufand Swords, had found 
that dearth he ſv earneſtly ſought for,if che flight of a great number of our men en- 
gaging us in the midſt of them, had not cartied us away alſo, in ſpite of us. 0ro- 
onates ftrikes mdiffetently ar all, but his endeavors were in vain, and the crowd 
lifting him ont of his Saddle, drew him quite our of the Ranks, doe what he could 
in the world to hinder it. Aﬀoon as he was gotten free from that thfonging multitude, 
his loſſe of blood hxd brought him to ſuch a weaknefſe, that he fell down withorr all 
ſenſeor ſign of fife. ThoughlI wasextreamly wounded, I fate down by him, refolv'd 
that whittfoever became of me, I would neither forſzke him dead nor living ; bor feeing 
that our men by little and litrle left rhe Field, 1 dereritiined to look to his ſecurity , in 
cxſe he ſhonſ{dyet have any remainder of lifein him ; and making him be carried a ht- 
tle out of the Bartel, by three ſoldiers who offer'd themfelys to doe that Office, I mou. 
ted the firſt Horſe I could lighit upon, and followed them ina great deal of pam. Fr 
was juſt about the crime when che Sun was ready to fer, and that the ewo' Armies having 
fought moft obſtinarely , were both of rhem ina matiner utterly defezred. Thar of 
the Perſia, quitted the Field a little, by the'cowardiſe of Narbazynes (fince, the hor- 
rible murtherer of his King) who that day appear'd unworchy of the Charge hee had, 
and ſhaniefully rurning his back, pur the whoſe Rere-guard which he commanded, in 
diforder. But the Scythian# wetels weakned, by as great a loffe as that of che Per/s- 
ans, tl at they were nor iri a condition to purſue cher. 

Judge in the mterim of the woful conditiot'T was in, by that to which'Tfaw my poor 
Maſter reduced 5 when we were art a little diftanice' from the renmnants of the Armies, 
caoſing him to'be fet dowri npon the ground, I inbuckled his Head-piece, the freftrair 
made him come t6' himſelf; bur” ſcarce had he open'd his eyes, when rutning them 
wildly upon thoſe that ſtood about him, he cryed out weakly, Ah! Artaterxts ! and 
preſently ſhut them again,with all theſignes of 7 man drawing tohisend. There isdo 
doubr but char I ſhould inſtantly have eniployed{rhe fmall ftrength I had I&fr, to'niake 
arend of my ſelf, and keep hint cottipariy, if I hzd not been withfield by rtheSofdiets 
who had ſifted me, and who telling me that I could rotwithour infidelicy, ave 
him in an'eſtate which did ſo neceffarily require'my fervice, made nie rake fortie heart 
and conceiveſome hope of life in hini, We were but two howresriding from Brifz, a 
little Towngwhere my Maſter had left his Bigghpe, and ſorhe few ſetvaytsbefore the 
Barrel : Theretnenibrance of thecotiveniehcy I might have there, and rhe —_— 
thatrhat T6wn, tHough' bur a little one, was tiot ill providedof rhihgsneceffary 
his ſuccor, made me reſolve tocarry him thither as well as poſſibly T could, caufirig 
him therefore ro be ſer upori an horſe, and a good ſtrong nan betiind' him t&/Kee 
hit up, we went a reaſonable good pace; though my woutids had mike” nie f6- weak, 
tharI could hardly firupon'my Saddle. But ny ardent affe&ion to my Prince, puttitig 
ſpirits iri me;and beingfevore by the Mo60n;which ſeen'd pretty eletir; c6ming.after {o 
clowdy'a day, and' guided by thoſe charitable Soldiers, who knew'theC6tuntry, arid 
were perfedhin the ways, wee arrived atthe'gates of Briſa about rwo' howres within 
night. We had 'muchki ado ro get thenfopen'd;-but in the end Kaving r61{who we were, 
afrer the accuſtomed Orders at ſuch tinies,andupon ſuch occaſions, the Governor cau- 
ſed usto be adihittedin, Wewetit'to the boiſe where my Maſtersſervanis wor arid 
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having gotten him to bed, the Phyſitians, and Chirurgians of the Town were ſent for 
to look to him; though I was extreamly hurt, yet would I not goto bed, till I had 
ſeen his wounds ſearched, and had heard the Phyſitians opinion concerning them; af- 
ter a long diſpute among them, they ar laſt agreed , that he might poſſibly live if he 
were diligently looked to, and that no ill accident hapned to him, Having receiv'd 
this aſſurance , and ſeen the firſt remedies apply'd to eight or ten wounds he had , I 
went to bed in his Chamber, meaning not to leave him , though he had very carefull 
Servants, eſpecially thoſe two we had brought out of Scythia, who in that neceſſity 
gave him very faithfull attendance. 

I had five or ſix dangerous hurts, which yet the Phyſitians thought not mortall, and 
dreſſing them in the ſame manner as they had done my Maſters , they tryed their en- 
deavours to get him out of his ſwoun ; but notwithſtanding all the care they could 
uſe, it was day before he ever open'd his eyes ; Aſſoon as he was come to himſelf, he 
appeared wonderfully aſtoniſhed to ſee that he was yet alive, and cryed out as loud as 
his weakneſs would ſuffer him;O Gods !do you force me to live ſti/the then held his peace, 
and after he had look'd earneſtly upon all thoſe that were about him, imagining the 
truth of the condition he was in; Barbaroxs people (continued he) you ſtrivebut in 
vain to preſer ve my life, and the Gods who have permitted you thus far to prolong it, have 
not deprived me Gans means to take it away. He would have made an attempt to riſe 
out of bed, but he was ſo faint, that he was _ able to lift up his head , conſfide- 
ring himſelf in that eſtate , and putting his hands where he felt the pain- of his 
wounds, he light upon the plaiſters and rollers that had been bound about them, and 
thinking that to be the means to execute what his weakneſs would not ſuffer him, he 
began to undo them , as he would have done yeſterday in your preſence, when they 
that tended him perce:ving his deſigne, hindred him from going any further: hat wil 
you do, Sir, ſaid the Governour of the Town who was come to viſit him , Defend my 
ſelf from your cruelty ; anſwer'd he ſharply, and looking with anger upon him ; But 
do you nor think, (reply'd the Governor) that rhis deſpair , offends the Gods in the high- 
eſt degree, and that it 1s from them you ought to expett the end of a life you have received 
from thei4 hands? * Since they have taken away that of Artaxerxes (ſaid my Prince) 
* they have given over all care of mine,and having depriv'd me of the comfort, have de- 
, priv'd me likewiſe of the deſire of living. But Sir(added the Governor)what have you 
done With that great conrage, Which made you be eſteew'd ſo much through the whole World? 
It is that (a/Wwer'd Oroondates) makes me run unto this death, which will deliver me 
* from thouſand others; and I give you norice that all = cares are to no purpoſe, for 
*you cannot alter my reſolution, and that you may we | augment my miſery, by ma- 
* xing medefer the remedy of it, bur cannot hinder me from faſting till I have execu- 
* red what, my weakneſs and your cruelty deny me. ? 

My bed was ſo near to his, that I coyld _ hear all he ſaid, and indeed I could not 
utterly condemn him, knowing well that a friendſhip like that of his with Prince A+- 
raxerxes, cimented by ſuch ſtrong obligations, could not ſuffer ſo cruel a ſeparation, 
without exceeding great violence; and to ſay truth, the merits of that poor Prince, had 
imprinted ſo deep a ſorrow in my heart for his loſs, that I accompanied all my Maſters 
words with a flood of tears, and knew not what conſolation to give him, in ſo freſh, 
and ſo is fr] qo ; yet did I ftrive co difſlwade him from that obſtinate deſire of 
death, and his life being dearer to me without compariſon then mine own, 1did all 
that was poſlible for me to preſerve it. Sr, (faid I, withholding my tears as well as I 
could) 1s not your judgment yet come ſufficiently to you ro conſider What you do? Aſſoon 
as ever I ſpoke endeavouring to turn his head to that (ide whence he heard my voice 
come: *1s it thou Arax:s laid he, Tes Sir, (anſwered I) I ameAraxs: * Oh! prais'd 
* bethe Gods (reply'dhe) and if thou art ſtill my faithfull e4raxes, canſt thou ſuffer 
* the inhumanitie of theſe that perſecute me? Sir (ſaid I) I am as much wounded , and as 
weak, as yout are, and if 1 be able to do any thing, it us to advertiſe you, that you Will make 
the Guds your enemies, if you perſiſt this in your obſtinacy. © And thou mak'ſt thy ſelf 
* mine(repl!'d he)if thou perſiſt in thine,and if thou beeſt ſtill my dear Araxes, my cor- 
* tentment ought to be more pleaſingto thee , then the griefs to which from hence = 
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*ward thou wilt for ever ſee me expoſed,and for pitty( continned he with tears in his e yes; 
ſeeing that his faithfull ſervants ſtir'd not from him, but watch'd to hinder him from hi de- 
ſigne) * for pitty, favour him whom thou haſt made profeſſion to love, and if thy good 
* will to him be not utterly loſt, be not ſo cruel as to oppoſe this ſweet end of all his af- 
* flitions , now 1t is that I have need of thy aſſiſtance, and that I by my death, demand 
* of thee a proof of that fidelity which thou haſt ſo often vowed me. 

I wasſo plung'd in ſorrow, that I could only anſwer him with tears , while he made 
ſuch dolefull lamentations , as cleft the hearts of all that heard him with compaſſion. 
Dear Artaxerxes!(faid he, all drown'd in tears) sf chox haſt yet an 7 remembrance left thee 
of bim that 1ov'a thee beyond himſelf , deliver me from the Tyranny of thoſe that hinder 
me from following thee ; and if the memory of our paſt friendſhip be not quite blotted onr 
of thy heart comfort him by thy ſight at leaſt, whom thy loſſe makes to live in torments, 
much more intollerable then that dearth which ha's ſo cruelly parted us ; 1 have not had the 
happineſſe to give thee the laſt farewell, and if my memorie fail me not, thy laſt care was, 
ro let me ſee thy friendſhip forſ00k thee not with thy life : T had not ſo much as the means to 
cloſe thine eyes ; and mine alas are open ſtill, bur open only for tears, and for all dreadfull 
objefts. Unjuft and cruel Gods, if you were thirſty of mans blood, and that your cruelty 
could not be glutted by that of ſo many thouſands, whom the anger of the King of Scythia 
ba's ſacrific'd to yon, why did you not pore ont the poor remainder , that which yet runs 
in the veins of hs wretched Son, and preſerve that of Artaxerxes, though even at the coſ 
of all his own ; Tes, monſter of hatred! yes unnatural Father! I wiſh that the loſſe of thy 
life, could reftore me my dear brothers, and to recover it at that price, I would lay aſede all 
ſence of humanitie, as thou haſt deveſted thy ſelf of all manner of pittie, The obſtacles 
of thy Guards, and theſe of my Wwonnas, ſhould be but weak, to ſave thee , and 1 would fliz 
ro this revenge as eagerly as thou to thine , and to the ſatisfying of thine ambition. Un- 

fortunate Statira (continued he) how i! have I perform'd the charge thou gaveſt me; and 
how much aſhamed ſhonld 1 be to appear before thee , whom my cowardiſe ha's ſo mortally 
offended | what ſhonld 1 anſwer thee, when thou ſhould'ſt demand a brother from me, whom 
thos hadſt [0 _ recommended to my care,nay a brother that had built my Fortune,and 
a brother to whom 1 was indebted for all my happineſſe? He brought forth theſe words 
with ſo many ſobs, that the moſt infencible prom muſt needs have been touched 
with chem : For my part, not being able abſolutely ro blame them , I thought fir to 
let paſs chat firſt extremity of his ſorrow, without exaſperating him any further, be- 
lieving one might better help that with time , which in its firſt violence $f wr incu- 
rable , then by perſiſting to argue him out of ir ſo preſently. By good fortune the 
Governor was gon, and they that tended him, not being too quick witted , aſcribed 
this talk ( which was enough to have diſcovered him ) to a light headedneſs which 
they thought his feaver might have cauſed. It was to ſmall purpoſe to tell him that 
the making of thoſe vehement lamentations did prejudice his health ; he was deaf to 
all ſuch perſwaſions; and if he made them any anſwer at all , it was only entreaties 
that they wonld ſuffer him to die, or to let him be quiet : He ſpent the greateſt parr 
of the day in theſe firſt paſſions without taking any thing, and without heark*ning to 
any thingz if 1 open'd my mouth , herebuked me as well as the reſt , and I ſhouid 
have deſpaic'd at laſt of doing any good, if I had not bethought my ſelf to bury the 
remembrances of his friendſhtp, in the conſiderations of his love ; and to make uſe 
of Statira's power, to preſerve her him , who lived only for her ; when he had tor- 
mented himſelf a great while on this manner , his weakneſs made him give ſome reſpit 
to thoſe furious fits ; and ſeeing him with his eyes lift up to heaven, ſigh and ſob eve- 
ry moment without ſpeaking a word ; Sir, (faid I) 1 will not perſWade you to receive 
this affliftion, with an unmoved countenance ; but like a man that u 4 little maſter of his 
paſſions ; 1 cannor condemn ſuch lawfull tears , but neither can I approve your diſpair, 
your Weeping ſhevwes that you are a man, and that 4s ſuch you reſent the croſſes wherewith 
it pleaſes heaven to affiff your but yonr Wilfulneſs ro deſtroy your ſelf, would prove yon ro 
be none, ſince you haveſo little reaſon at this time When it 2s moſt neceſſary for you; now ſince 
all theſe conſiderations can do nothing with you, and rhat one muſt no longer ſtrive ro com- 
fort you, either by reaſoning or by the fear of the Geds Which you have forgotten ; ſuffer 
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me I beſeech you Sir, to repreſent unto your eyes, that Princeſs to whom you had dedicated 
the remainder of a life, which you will now make away without her conſent : Conſider [ 
pray you whether you can juſtly do it , and whether this cbſtinacie to diſpoſe of your ſelf 
without her leave, muſt not needs mortally offend her ; remember your ſelf of the vows you 
made her of an abſolute reſignation, and do not overwhelm her with ſo many loſſes, ſince 
that ſhe hath already, is enough to ſend her to her grave, unleſs ſhe preſerve her ſelf for your 
ſake z yes Sir, it is for you that ſhe will certainly preſerve her ſelf ; but ſhe ha's need of 
your aſſiſtance, and you ought not to abandon her in an afflition, in which the conſolation of 
a perſon ſo dear to her as your ſelf, will be ſo neceſſary. Think upon it Sir, Tbeſeech you, 
and believe that if thus con/'deration ha's no power with you , ſhe will have juſt cauſe to 
think, you never loved her. To theſe words I added divers others with all poſſible ear- 
neſtneſs,which wrought a very great effet inthe mind of my deſpairing Maſter hean- 
ſwered nothing for the preſent, but muling deeply upon them, gave me liberty to urge 
many others of the ſame nature, and though the Phyſitians gave me order to hold my 
peace for my own health'ſake , yet would I never give over , tilLJ ſaw he was a little 
ſetled. Ar laſt he began to complain with leſs violence, and ſuffered his wounds to 
be open'd and dreſſed, and took ſomething that was given him ; bur ſtill with ſo many 
ſighs and groans, that I was not without {ome fear his ſorrow alone would be enough 
to kill him. Seeing him ina way to permit the endeavours that wereuſed for his 
recovery , 1 beganto think of mine own, and to obey the Phyſitians , who injoyn'd 
me ſilence. My Maſter allo in the end, diſpoſed himſelf to follow their directions, 
and to prolong his life to ſee Sratira again , that he might begge leave of her to 
loſe it, 

The third day after the battell, we heard by the Governor, that the Scyrhians ſee- 
ing themſelves roo weak to ſtay longer in Perſia, were drawing off their broken For- 
ces, and that part of them had already paſſed the Araxzs; but that before their depar- 
ture, tothe end they might not leave the dead bodies of their Countreymen to the 
mercy of wilde beaſts, they had made a huge fire in the Camp, and burn'd all that 
great number of Carcaſſes, both friends and enemies, which was a new ſurcharge of 
affliction to us, loſing by that means all hope of paying the laſt offices to the Corps 
of Artaxerxes. Withintwo days after we learn'd that Arrabaſus, having in the bat- 
tell loſt his ſon Hydaſpes , and his brother Tiribaſis ; had encamp'd with the remain- 
der of the Army between Briſa and Selena; but that ſeeing the Scyrhians diſlodge, and 
having receiv'd Letters from Darius, which call'd him back to ſerve againſt Alexander, 
who was already come into his Territories , he began to march away toward Perſepe- 
lis, when he had left ſuch Orders as were neceſſary upon the Frontier. 

I will nottell you Dari his grief, northat of the Queens and Princeſſes for the 
death of a ſon, and of a brother, to whom it was ſo due, we were too far off to be wit- 
nefſes of it ; but we have known ſince, that the King bore that loſs with leſs patience 
then that of his Dominions, and that the Princeſſes by whom he was ſo ardently belo- 
ved, being weary of their lives when he was gon, were like to have followed him to his 
grave ; and one may truely ſay, that never Prince was ſo generally bewailed in eſa, 
though it were already much burthened with your Forces, and that the conſideration 
of mens privat loſſes, might have taken away their ſence of thoſe of the Royal Fami- 
ly. For us, I may tell you that being in a place , where we were attended with much 
care, and looked to by men that were skilfull enough in their art, we were within a 
ſhort time out of danger; but our wounds, eſpecially my Maſters, were ſo great and 
many , that we were forced to ſtay above ſix months for the cure of them. Do but 
uy at my Princes impatiency, who having given himſelf over to grief, had deferr'd 

' his defigne of dying only to fee Stratira, and by thoſe troubleſome wounds, ſaw him- 
ſelf retarded from that ſight, in a ſeaſon when both his honor and his love call'd him a- 
way to her. He had her nameeternally in his mouth, and a thouſand fimes a day 
kiſs'd the bracelet of her hair, which ſhe had given him at his departure. Aſſoon as 
he ſaw ſome probability of my being curee, he reſolv'd to ſend meto the Court, that 
he might hear from her , and let her know what was become of him ; but ſcarce had 
he begun to give me my inſtrutions, when I was taken with a cruel releps, or 
| brought 
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broughtto ſuch extreamity, that I was fain to keep my bed longer then he : this acci- 
dent was like to have kill'd him with griet, and not daring to truſt a Meſſage of that 
conſequence to any of his other ſervants, he refolv'd to take patience, and wait till 
we were both recovered, which he did; though with ſuch diſquiets as you are not a- 
ble to imagine. 

We were viſited every day by the Governor of the Town, a good old man, wl.oſe 
converſation was very pleaſing, and who made us partakers of all the news he heard. 
One day we faw him com into the chamber extraordinarily ſad, and my Maſter having 
ask'd the cauſe. Ah! $ir,(faid he) now it is that the Gods indeed forſakg us,and that the 
Royal Family of Perſia 4 threatred with its rnive, and this Fmpire with a general deſc- 
lation. Theſe words having ſtirr'd up a deſire in my Maſter to preſſe him farther , he 
fate down by his bedtfide,and ſaid, © Know, Sir, that this young Conqueror Alex an- 
* der, whoſe fame is already fo far ſpread,has paſs'd the Granicxs, and with an handful 
* of men roured all the Forces the King had ſent to hinder his paſſage. The wonders 
* he has done, make him now paſſe almoſt for a God; the obſtacle of a deep, ſwift 
© River, the Banks whereof were of an inacceſſible height , and cover'd with an infi- 
* nite number of Perſian Squadrons, have not been able to abate his courage, nor re- 
*tard a Victory which he has moſt glorioutly obtain'd ; but leaping himſelf firſt into 
© the water, and by his example,teaching his ſoldiers to deſpiſe a danger,which he bra- 
* ved with ſo much aſſurance, he waded through, and gain'd the ſhoar in ſpite of our 
* oppoſition ; ſo fighting firſt with his Javelin, and then with his Sword, he with his 
* own hand flew Rheſaces and Spithriaates, two valiant Commanders, whom withour 
* queſtion you have known. 

* The Macedonians imitating the valour of their King, did prodigious ations, and 
* to be brief, for thirty or forty men they loſt, they kill*d thirty chouſand of ours, 
* and putall the reſt to flight,remaining Maſters of the Field , and of all the _ 
* Baggage. Bur that's not all, this Victory hath made ſo great an alteration of af- 
* fairs,and imprinted ſuch a terror of his name among the Perſians, that even Sard:ss 
*it ſelf, the capital City of the lower Provinces near the Sea, has yeilded to him 
* without reſiſtance;and all the reſt have followed it with the ſame facility, except M:- 
* letum and Halicarnaſſus, which made ſome defence ; yet he forc'd them in a ſhort 
*time: and making himſelf Maſter of all the Neighbouring Country , with little 
* trouble, his heart was ſo puff'd up with that proſperity , and the little reſiſtance 
* he met, that he over-ran all the Coaſt of Pamphiliain a few days : but that which 
*is thought ſtrangeſt of all, and which makes the Perſcans believe, the Gods take a 
* particular care of his Conqueſts, is, that that ſhoar, which was never wont to bee 
* without ſtorms, and which in its greateſt calm, is as much troubled, as other Seas 
* are in the moſt furious Tempeſts, nay,which beſides is hardly Navigable by reaſon 
* of the many Rocks that lie hid, all along the Coaſt in great abundance, ſubmitted it 
* ſelf voluntarily to him, and during his Voiage, was ſo ſmooth and quiet, that the 
*like was never known before. He embarked at Phaſelide,, and paſs'd the place 
* commonly call'd the Scale, then aſſaulting the Pyſdians, he overcame them , and 
, ——+—— all Phrygia, in a very ſhort ſpace. Now he turns his arms toward Pa- 
* phlagonia, and Cappadocia, to take his March into the higher Provinces of Aſia. The 


_ *King whoſe courage is not lefſen'd with all theſe changes, is now near Sa, where 


© he is recruiting his Army , to ſtop the conrſe of this impetuous torrent, thar lays 
* waſte his Territories with ſo ſwift a fury. *Tis thought it will grow to three hun- 
* dred thouſand fighting men, againſt whom this Alexander, how valiant and invinci- 
* ble ſgever he appear, will not be able to ſtand with but thirty thouſand Foot ,. and 
* five thouſand Horſe, which ate all the Forces his Army is compoſed of. True it is, 
* they tell wonders of the goodneſſe of his Forces, and of the order that is obſer- 
*ved among them ; Fra all his men are old ſoldiers, and moſt part of them bore 
*arms under King Philip, where Alexander knew them , and choſe them all himſelf 
*for this Expedition: they all ſeem to be Captains,all their Captains Kings,and they 
*that have ſeen them, make very advantageous reports of a great number of Princes 
*that are near his perſon, and fay that one would take them all for Alexander. _ 
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This was the Relation the Governor made unto my Maſter , who accompanied it 
with an infinite number of fighs, and with words which ſuthcieatly reſtified the ſor- 
row that oppreſſed him, ſeeing himſelf forced to keep his bed, while poor Darizs and 
chat family which was ſo dear to him , were upon the very brink of ruine ; Great 
Gods | cryed he, are you ſo much concern'd in the glory of one man, that to raiſe him 
np, you will deſtroy the image which comes neareſt to a? rom ? Ab! howjuſtly 
doe yer puniſh the meanneſſe of my ſpirit, and how dearly do you make mee buy rh life, 
which 1 ſo wretchedly langniſh out fince the death of Artaxerxes! Then complaining 
to the Phyſitians of their cediouſneſle, he promiſed them exczſhive recompences,if they 
haſten'd his cure, and 1 know not whither his deſire to be well, contributed any 
thing toward it, or that indeed he was more carefully look*d to, but one might dif- 
cern a viſible amendment in him ; and to make ſhort, within one moneth after,we were 
upon our legs, and like to be quickly in a condition , to endure the hardſhip of a 
Voiage, for which my Prince prepared himſelf. 

Before our departure, we heard that Alexander was Maſter of Paphlagoaia, and 
that he within a few days,expected the ſame ſucceſle in { appadecia, with the ſame fa- 
cility. Oroondates who beſides the intereſt of Darizs,was already prick'd with emula- 
tion of Alexander's glory, being jealous of the ViRtories hee obtain'd fo gloriouſly, 
was no ſooner able to get on horſeback , but hee left ZBrij/a with his retinue , after 
hee had taken his leave of the Governor, from whom he had received great teſtimo- 
nies of affection, and to whom he gave very rich Preſents at his departure. If my 
Maſter had not known the hatred of the King his Father to the King of Perſia, hee 
would have turn'd ſhort into Scythia, and begg'd ſupplies there to affiſt him with ; 
bur being well aſſured that King Mathers would contribute all that lay in bim to ad- 
vance Darins his ruine, he loſt all hopes on that ſide , and refoly'd while the Gods 
ſhould make ſome change in their affairs, to go ſee Sratira again, and ſerve the King 
her Father with his own perſonas long as the fates ſhould pleaſe ro continue his life. 
With this defign having taken guides, we travelled great days journeys toward Sa, 
where the King was recruiting his Army : but ſcarce had we ridden three or foure, 
when we learn'd that having gotten it up to the number, the Governour of Briſa had 
made him hope for, he was marching toward Cylicia, to meet Alexander, who being 
already Conqueror in Cappadocia, was coming towards Syria toencounter him. This 
inrelligence made us change our Road, and caus'd us to come later tothe King, then 
elſe we ſhould have done. Before we arrived there,my Maſter received news, whereat 
he was exceedingly grieved,which was the death of the valiant Mfemnon, the braveſt of 
all Darius his Commanders,and him that Alexan/er apprehended moſt, as indeed the 
hearing of his death, was that which confirm'd him in his reſolution of invading the 
higher Afafeing it wasno longer defended by ſo redoubted a Warriour. Orconda- 
tes gave ſome tears unto his memory, and to the affliction of his fair Barſina, but his 
foul was yet ſo full of mourning for the loſſe of his dear Artaxerxes,chat he was much 
the leſſe ſenſible of all others. 

Araxes would have continued his Diſcourſe, if the night which was very near, had 
not made them retire, referring the continuation of it till the next day : Lyſimachmus 
had hearken'd to him with fo much delight, and grew to have ſo na intereſt in the 
wonders of the life he related, that he very unwillingly yeilded ro that intermiſſion, 
but being conſtrain'd to it by many conſiderations, he return'd into the houſe,and ran 
to the Chamber of Oroondates, whom hee found in a condition good enough for the 
hope of his recovery ; but his minde was in ſo fad an eſtate,that one lefſe concern'd in 
it then he, would have been deeply rouch'd with compaſſion; he would not make him 
ſpeak that Evening, knowing how much it might doe him hurt; and fearing to give 
him occaſion to talk, he wiſh'd him good reſt, and withdrew into his Chamber, where 
after a light ſupper he went to bed, and paſs'd the night, as he had done that before. 


The End of the Second Bock. 
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Ur ſorrowfull Oroondates, more nearly touch'd with the loſs of his Prin- 
ceſs, inſtead of taking any repoſe in a place which ſeem*'d to have been 
created purpoſely for it , did there linger out the houres of his con- 
demnation (for ſo he call'd the neceſſity that conſtrain'd him to live) 
in pains more ſharp, and inſupportable then death ir ſelf. Nighe 
with ir's darkneſs bringing back horrour and filence into his Cham- 

ber, brought back alſo moſt diſmal objeRs into his minde, and repreſented to him the 

wretchednels of his preſent condition, in ſo many, and ſuch terrible forms, that he 
was like to lofe his life, with very grief that he was forced to keep it. Then it was 
that all the paſſages thereof, as well the moſt pravay as the moſt fatall came into his 
memory , and that heſaw himſelf moſt cruelly aſſaulted , both with a remem- 
brance of the bleſſings he had loſt , and a fence of the miferies inwhich he was over- 
whelmed, | 

He made reflexion upon the ſtrange birth , the marvelous progreſs, and the tragi- 
cal ſucceſs of his affe&tion, and from all three, he conjeRured that the Gods had ne- 
ver ingaged themſelves with ſo much intereſt through the whole courſe of his misfor- 
tunes, but to ſhew in his life a dreadfull example of their wrath, and of the aſflitions 
into which thoſe men precipitate themſelves, whom they have forſaken ; He em- 
bark'd again upon that tempeſtuous ſea , which had roſs'd him for the ſpace of ten 
whole years, and recalling to minde all the moſt memorable accidents of that time, 
where there was any matter of trouble, he afflicted himſelf really , but if there were 
any occaſion of joy or comfort, he was fo little ſenſible of that, that he eaſily found, 
his ſoul being prepoſſeſs'd with impreſſions of grief, had no entrance at all left for any 
thing elſe, nor ſence of any other touches then thofe of diſpair. But when having 
overrun all , he arrived at the bloody Cataſtrophe of his love, and that after the cru- 
elties, abſences, impriſonments, jealouſies, quarrels, and rigerous commands of his +» 

Princeſs, he came to imagin her death, nay a moſt certain bloody and inhuman death; 

then it was that his any utterly forſook. him , and that conrage which had not 

yeilded to the reſt of his miſhaps , funk under the burthen of an affliftion of ſo high 
a nature, He fancied before his eyes that fair and magnanimous Queen , remainder 
of the lluſtrious bloud of Perſia, and widdow to the greateſt man that evet was, bol- 
ding forth her naked throat to the ſword of Perdiccas, and to. the bloody executioners 
of pittilels Roxana; he repreſents her to himſelf all bloody , and disfigured with a 
multitude of wounds, which make that fair body hideous, and ſcarcely to be known: 
he then ſeeks her inthe bottom of a well , under a heap of ſtones that buried her, and 
his imagination working very ſtrongly, made him behold her in the ſtrangeſt and moft 
eaſtly ſhapes his minde could poſſibly conceive. Then it was that he plung'd himſelf 
headlonginto his grief, and forgetting his reſolution of being cured , he' ſent 
forth cries of lamentation, and gave humſelf quite over v0 ſighs and groans ,, ſwim- 
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ming as it were in a river of tears , which ſtreamed from his eyes astwo eternal ſour- 
ces. He broke the ſilence that was enjoyned him for his recovery , and the abſence of 
Lyſimachus, Araxes and the Phyſitians, gave his tongue liberty to eaſe his heart of ſome 
part of it's ſorrow. Fair Qxeen (cry d he with an interrupted ſpeech) if your ſoul be 
not mtterly unlooſed from all earthly —_— and if you ſtill conſerve any remembrance of 
your faithfull Orontes ; Fair Queen, beautifull Statita, divine ſpirit look yet upon this 
miſerable man, and if you be the ſame Statira ſo religiouſly adore 
that I am ſtill the ſame Orontes, by whom the divine Statira hath been ſo religiouſly ado- 
red: Yes I am ſtill the ſame , 1 declare it to my own ſhame and confuſion, I am.the ſame, 
wnlg{s 1 be changed by that meanneſſe of ſpirit which I have ſhewed im ſurviving you; yes, 
dear Princeſſe, I live ſtill, though you , al! ave dead; but if you know my affettion well, 
you cannot doubt but 1 will ſhortly follow you; this cowardiſe of n hich I accuſe my ſelf, u« 
only a co\Wardiſe in appearance , but us indeed an effect of my courage, and of my love to 
you. I do reſolve to die Statira, aſſoon as you are reveng'd , and the numberleſſe deaths I 
ſuffer in expeftation of my laſt , oughrto ſatusfie you better then one alone, whereby you 
have outoon me. One death great Queen was enough for you ; but this unhappie wretch 
that was the occaſion of it, this unfortunate cauſe of Roxana's hatred, ought to ſuffer ten 
thewſand,to recompence that one life he made you loſe. He ſtopr at theſe words,to turn over 
a thouſand furious reſolutions in his minde , and to invent as many kinds of revenge, 
which all ſeem'd roo light to his indignation, fireand ſword ſeem'd too gentle tor 
his ſatisfaction, and Roxana, and Pergiccas too mean, too feeble ſubjeRs to wreak hig 
anger ; he wiſh'd the Gods would reſuſcitate an Alexander to defend them , or that 
the whole world would take up arms for their protection. Nay ,he whoin the whole 
former courſe of his life, had ever appear'd moderate, and moſt religious, fell now to 
conteſt with the Gods , as if he meant to force them to take the part of his enemies, 
Great Gods (ſaid he) you who to raiſe an Alexander to that pitch of glory, Which never 
any man before artain'd, bave deſtroyed the Royal Family of Perſia, and beaten down the 
pride of ſo many mighty Kings; you who have ſubmitted ſo many Empires, and ſacrificed 
ſo many thouſand lives to hus ambition; and who on the contrarie have mage me linger 
out my miſerable youth in love, in irons, in unkyoWn Countries , without name, without 
glorie, and without fortune, though you had given me both as eminent a qualitie as his, as 
high a ſpirit, and perhaps a Soul capable of as great defignes : If you abhorr'd her for be. 
ing lov'd by me whom you have ever frowned on, why did you not at leaſt protett her for 
being (0 dear to that great man upon whum you ſhowred down all your Favonrs?*Wa it (a 
great 4 crime in Princeſs Statira,to have bin lov'd by Oroondates, that the glorie of ha- 
ving maried Alexander could nor blot it outiWere you not ſatisfied with having tormen- 
ted,afflifted,and perſecuted me from my childhood, by the violence of my paſſion,by the death 
of my dear Artaxerxes , by long and inſupportable abſences , by the captivitie of my 
Princeſſe, by an infinite number of wounds, by long impriſonments, by the loſſe of Dari- 
us and bis Empires, by the marriage of Statira, by her anger,by the perſecutions of Rox- 
ana, by my baniſhment, by ſuch toilſome and dangerous voiages, and briefly by ſo manie 


hazards , by ſo manie pains, and by ſo manie croſſes as the courage of your Alexander- 


would infallibly have fainted under; waleſſe with my life you alſo rob'd me in the verie 
haven, of that Prize which 1 Was upon the point of receiving, and which I had ſo glo- 
riouſlie deſervy/d ? Blind Divinities ! by what offences have 1 drawn your hace ſo 
viſibly upon me ? He ſpoke many other things of thisnature, cill at laſt with rormen- 
ting himſelf ſo extreamly , his ſenſes were a little dulFd, which made him fall into a 
ſlumber, burying the thoughts that afMlied him, in ſome repoſe : But ſhe that was 
eternally in his imagination while awake, appeared to him likewiſe in bis ſleep, and 
having entertain'd himſelf with her the reſt of the night, at break of day he verily 
chought he heard her voice at his beds head , which having often pronounc'd his 
name ; went on, ſaying, Ah! 'tis hee, Dzontes; my dear Dzonfes / Thele 
words which he did effectually believe he heard, waken'd him in a ſtart, and drawing 
the Curtain of his Bed, which wasa little open, he fancied that he ſaw in his Cham- 
ber the very face of his dear Sratira. This belief having marvelouſly ſurpris'd 
him , made him caſt forth a loud cry , and thruſting his head out of bed to ſee ber 
| more 
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more diſtinaly, her image ſuddenly vaniſh'd from his eyes. The poor Prince trou- 
bled with this viſion, and not being able to diſtinguiſh whether the force of his ima- 
gination, had repreſented a ſhape unto his fancy, which had not appear'd indeed; or 
whether the Ghoſt of his dear Princeſs had really preſented it ſelf unto his ſight, re- 


mained in a ſtrange perplexity ; but the laſt perſwaſion being the ſtronger , he abſo- * 


lutely believ'd that Srarira came either to comfort him inhis affliction , or to animate 
him by her preſence, to the vengeance ſhe deſired of him. In this conceit he cry'd 
out, Whether flie you fair Princeſſe, whether fiie you? vaniſt not ſo ſoon from him that 
dies for you; dead as you are, you appear no ul charming to me then when you Were 4- 
live, and I ought not to be more hatefull to you nov, then When I Was your dear Orontes. 
He had ſaid more , but that he ſaw Lyſmackhu enter , who comingto his bed ſide to 
bid him good morrow, and ſeeing him all in a cold ſweat, asked him the cauſe of thar 
diſtemper ; The Prince extreamly moved, and crofling his arms upon his breaſt, ſaid 
to him with a very deep ſigh, Ah! Lyſimachus , what have I ſeen? Ah | What have I 
ſeen, Lyſimachus ? and ſtopping at thoſe few words, we ſo much amazed, that 
Lyſimachws his deſire encreaſed to learn what was the cauſe of it, and having conjur'd 
him to tell him ; hy do we delay, Lyſimachus (reply'd the Prince) why do we longer 
defer this revenge , to which We have obliged our ſelves ? Our Princeſſes come to ſummon 
4 10 it themſelves, and at the verie moment you came in , Statira vaniſbed from my 
eyes; my eyes , my own eyes have ſeen ber without illuſion, and my ears heard that ſame 
voice, which while ſhe liv'd, was wont to pronounce my Oracles ; I tell you ſeriouſly, and 
in my right ſenſes, I ſaw her, fairer, taller, and more animal then ever, and mA [ ſaw 
her but as a flaſh of lightning, yet had I no _—_— to know the features , which I have 
ſo deeply engraven in my heart. Lyſimachus at this diſcourſe joyning his hands to- 
gether , and ſhrinking up his ſhoulders; © Great Gods (ſaid he) ſince you have bin 

pleas'd our deſtinies ſhould be link'd together, never ſeparate them , but give an end 
* quickly, to theſe miſeries, which have laſted too long already. 1 do not doubt at all 
( continued he turning toward the Prince) © of the truth of what you ſay, ſince I my 
* ſelf had juſt ſuch another adventure, tor paſſing through a long Entry near this 


* Chamber, the Ghoſt of the Princeſs Pariſars appeared to me, ſhe had her very fa- | 
© ſhion, and her very countenance, I would have caſt my ſelf ather feet, but ſhe ya. | 


* niſhed away ſo ſuddenly, that were it not for what you tell me hapnedto you alſo, 

© 1 ſhould beleive my fancy abuſed me,.and that I had only ſeen in imagination, what 

© L indeed ſaw really, and without deceit. Orooxdates hearing Lyſmachus his confi- 

dence ; Let's doubt no more on't Lyſimachus (ſaid he) Let's doubr no more ow't : Our 

Princeſſes did without queſtion come to viſit us, to comfort ws, aud to ſollicite us to that 
revenge which we have promiſed them ; perchance they likewiſe demand the laſt duties of 
. us, and that their fair bodies which have yet had no other T omb but a heap of ſtones, expett 
Funeral hononrs from u5,more ſnitable to their quatitie: that's it which makes their ſpirits 
wander ſtill amongF#t us, and makes the churliſh Ferriman denie them paſſage , as long as 
they are deprived of the Rites of Burial. Come Lyfimachus, let's go make them a gal- 
lant Monument of he ruins of Babylon , and appeaſe their Ghoſts by the Sacrifices we 
oWe unto them ; We know the obligations they require, let's go qud offer them, aud mingle 
our own innocent blood , . with that of thoſe barbarous people that rauiſb'd them from us. 
Lyfimachus anſwer'd him coldly : * Aſſoon as you arein a better condition to execute 
*your juſt reſolutions, 1'll bear you company in all things , and will inſtrut you in 
© what eſtate are the affairs of Perdiccas , Roxana, and of all the ſucceſſors of Alex- 
* ander, In the mean time I will employ this day in ſome particular facrifices, and in 
* viſiting a Temple of Apollo, which is but a little diſtant from this houſe : there I may 
* pay ſome part of what we owe to the memory of our Princeſſes, and there I may 
* conſult the pleaſure of the Gods, both for you, and for my ſelf, our fortunes being 
* ſo chain'd together , that we have need but of. one Oracle for us both, Ar my re- 

* turn I will entreat Araxes, to continue the relation of your Adventures, and after 
*thar, I will acquaint you with mine , and with ſome particulars.of your own, which 
* without doubt you are ignorant of, ſo ſhall you'ſee what ſhare Lhave in them, and 


* know the mixture of our Intereſts ,, which from henceforward can _ more be 
COR | | eparated 
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ſeparated. 1f my Fortunes Were better then rhey are( reply'd Oroondates ) I ſhould be 02 erjoyd 
to have ſuch a Companion in them as your ſelf : but being ſuch as by rhis time you partly 
finde them to be, I cannot but be extreamly troubled, by learning that my unhappineſſes are 
common to you : Ill wait for your return, and ( ſince you Will have it ſo ) for the health 
likewiſe which is wanting to thus miſerable bodie, that I may ſecond you in our juſt deſignes ; 
but after that, what anſwer ſcever you receive from the Gods, I am fully reſolv'd not to lane 
guiſh always ina life which I cannot ſpin ont longer without ſhame and horroxr, *©I do 
"not at all love mine better (anſwered Lyſimachus) then you do yours, and if I till 
* leave the diſpoſing of it tothe Gods, *ris to obtain facility in ourrevenge, and to 
* pay the dutie I truely owe them , according to the precepts of Phyloſophie which I 
x hone learn'd , and co the leſſons of that good Philoſopher Calliſthenes. They had 
yet ſome other diſcourſes, after which Lyſmachus took leave of Oroondates, and went 
out of the houſe, attended only by his {quire , and the ſon of their Landlord , who 
was to be his guide. 

They took their way toward the Temple Lyſmachs meant to viſit , and becauſe 
it was not far off, and that they went a reaſonable good pace, they arriv'd atthe Gate 
of it in leſs then an houre : *Twas contrary to the ordinary cuſtom of the Territories 
ſubje& to the King of Perſia, that that Temple had been built in that Countrey, for in 
almoſt all the other Provinces, they made their ſacrifices in the open air , and upon 
the rops_ of mountains : but King Artaxerxes, one of Darius his Predeceſlors , out of 
ſome particular devotion, had caus'd this to be built, within forty or fifty furlongs of 
Babylon, and not above five or ſix from the River Exphrates: he had alſo taken care to 
enrichit with a great number of Preſents, and the Oracles that were delivered there , 
made it quickly very famous through all 4fia : the Platform of it wasa Pentagone, 
and the Frontiſpiece appeared in Perſpective, between two rowes of trees of an extra- 
ordinary height, which made a long Walk, whoſe other end reach'd to the bank of the 
River. This Front was marvelouſly high, beautified with many Statues, and particu- 
larly with two Marble Pillers of an exceſſive height, upon which the God Apollo, and 
the Goddeſſle his Siſter, were placed in their Chariots. The Gartes were Cedar ſtan- 
ding on the top of five or ſix Steps, of the faireſt Parian Marble that wasever ſeen : 
the Floore of the Temple was Paved with the fame, and the Walls were all adorned 
with Pictures which repreſented the moſt famous actions of that God : There was his 
birth in the Floting Ifland, with the puniſhment of thoſe that were turned into frogs, 
the Victory of Python, the Metamorphoſis of Daphne , whom the Gods ſeem'd ſtill 
to embrace moſt ardently, inſenſible as ſhe was, the death of Coronzs, and the tranſ- 
formation of the fatall Crow,the Loves of C!ytiz, and of the daughter of Orcham, 
who being half buried, jimplored the aſſiſtance of the God that lov'd her, the Deſtiny 
of fair Hyacinth, and that of poor Cyparzſſ#s; and in ſhort , all the moſt remarka- 
ble Stories the Poets had ſung of that God, were painted there by an excellent hand, 
and enchaced in Corniſhes whoſe materials were very precious. The Acceſs to the Al- 
ter was hindred by a Baluſter of Braſs, which reach'd untothe Arch of the Temple, 
the form of it was round, and upon it ſtood the God of the Stature of a man , his 
head invironed with raies, and ſo glittering with Gold Diamonds , and other Stones 
of great value, that human eyes were hardly able to endure the luſtre of them. Be- 
hind the Altar was the hole of the ſacred paſſage or Tunnel whence the Prieſts drew 
that fury which made them pronounce the Oracles : but the coming toit.was not per- 
mitted to any but them alone, who carne thitherthrough a Vault under ground, 
which led from their quarter to the Alcar. 

Lyſimachus came into the long Alley , at the ſame time when a ſtranger who had 
newly _—_ there, was walking near the Gate , and expeCting when it would be 
open'd : ſcarce had he left his horſe , but he came up to him, and ſaluted him moſt 


courteouſly : although he deſired not to be known, yet was he not willing to appear 

unmannerly, and ſeeing that he had put up the beaver of his headpiece, he diſcovered 

his face alſo , and return'd his falute with all manner of civility. Beſides the decency 

that obliged him, he was likewiſe moved to 1t by the ſtrangers handſome faſhion, and 

conſidering him more nearly, he-obſerv'd ſo much Beauty and Majeſtic in his 95 
| an 
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and ſtature, that though he had been bred near e-//exander the Great, ina Court, 
out of which ſo many Kings had iſſued , yet did he not believe he had ever beheld 
any thing that could _ it. Hethought nevertheleſs that he had ſeen the like fea- 
tures in ſome face or other ; yet he ſpent no timeto ſtrengthen that conceit , but fol- 
lowed the inclination which —_— moved him to ſome kinde of reſpet , and affe- 
ion to him ; The Stranger alſo who ſaw ſomething extream gracefull , ſprightly , 
and martial in his carriage, conſidered him with admiration, and began to ſpeak to 
him in the Perſian Language,with fo ſweet and fo obliging a countenance, that Lyff= 
machus looked upon him, and hearkened to him, as an extraordinary man. 7 believe 
Sir (faid the ſtranger) that the ſame defigne leads ns both hither, but I pray the Gods, you 
be not broxoht by ſo ill a Fortune as I am. 

© The goodneſs you expreſs to me, (repl/?d Ly/imachn) and the eſteem I have alrea- 
* dy for a perſon of ſo winning a behaviour, make me beg of the ſame Gods , to ſend 
ou rather any other fortune, then one like mine, 7 world to heaven ( anſwered the 
ſtranger with a deep ſigh) 7 were as ſurely equal to you in the good qualities which donbr- 
leſſe you poſſeſſe, as 1 go beyond both you, and all men living, in misforrunes, ©If to have 
© no more hope, but in the grave (ſaid Lyſmachns) and to have loſt by a cruel, and un- 
* uſual death, the perſon a man loved, or rather the only thing for which he lived , be a 
* condition that can ſuffer any parallel : I confeſs there may be found very miſerable 
* ones; butif all thoſe to whom misfortunes of the like nature have hapned , have 
* not hd paſfions as ardent as mine , and for as lovely objeAs as that I bewail, they 
© muſt needs yeild a prize to me, which I, in ſpite of me, carry away from all the reſt of 
* the world. 

May the Gods be pleas'd to comfort you (repli'd the ſtranger) ſince I ſuffer ſome addi- 
tion ro my gr-ef5 by the knowledge of yours, for I am very far from that humour, which 
makes unfortunare men finde ſome ſweetneſſe in meeting with others as unhappie as them- 
ſelves : For my part, I who hope no more almoſt for any but in death, and whobeſides mi- 
ſeries of the ſame natare with yours , have alſo ſuffered many others, mnder the burthen 
whereof 1 ſhonld have ſnak., but for the particular aſſiſtance of heaven will wait its plea- 
ſure with the ſame heart, which hath made me bear a thouſand loſſes without murmnring, 
the leaſt of which ought ts have ſent me to my grave. ©This courageous reſignation 
(added Lyſimachm) © is a moſt perfet mark of your vertue, and accuſes thoſe Gods, 
*ro whom you ſo voluntarily ſubmit your ſelf, of cruelty and injuſtice; they will par- 
* don me this liberry of ſpeech , which neither comes from a want of reſpe&to them , 
*nortrom an impious humour inclined to blaſphemy ; butif I may continue withour 
* offending them ( /aid he walking nnder the trees) and if we may be permitted to rea- 
* ſon of things that areaboveus , methinks thoſe cruel ſcourges wherewith they have 
*aidted you, ſhould rather have been deſtin'd to the puniſhment of Parricides, and 
*of many other crimes , which ambition , or other motives, daily make the mort- 
*ſters of the prelent, and paſt ages to commir ;- and yet we ſee them fortunate , and 
* cometo extream old age, without being croſs'd by any accident to trouble the repoſe 
*of their proſperity, We have ſeen an Occhus, predeceſſor to Darixs, bloudy with 
* the murder of fifty of his brothers, his father Arraxerxes the murtheref of his own, 
*of his eldeſt ſon; and many other Princes who for reafons of State, havenort 
*forborn any kind of crime, reigne and live peaceably to their hundredth year, with- 
*out any trouble, and withour any ſenſible croſs; and we ſee poor Darims, a g00d 
*anda generous Prince, with all his illuſtrious Family, the mirror of vertue, conſtan- 
* cy and generoſity, perſecuted by heaven and fortune, and breathing out their lives at 
*laſt by ſtrange, and cruel ways, which ſeem to accuſe this Soveraign providetice. We 
* lee an Alexander, known enough through the whole world, taken away in the flower 
*of his age, andalmoſt in the birth of his hopes, and with theſe a great number of 0- 
* ther perſons truly vertuous , who ſeem to have come into the world for nothing elle, 
: - to make ſport for the inconſtancy of Fortune, or to ſerve for the Butt of her pet- 
*fecutions. | 

The ſtranger who hearken'd uietly to him , after he had wiped away ſome teas 
which this diſcourſe drew from kis eyes, anſwered with much moderation. hy + 1 

ave 
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have made the ſame obſervation with you, and in rhe diverſity of things which 1 have ſeen, 
have ſometimes faſten'd upon conſiderations like to yours ; 1 have indeed known many ve. 
ry vitious perſons, Who have lived to a very great age , and very happily , at leaſt in ap. 
pearance, and I have ſeen many vertuous men, harſhly uſed by fortune, and grven over to 
all manner of infeliciries; but this hath never made me accuſe the Gods of injuſtice , nor 
of want of providence in human affairs; and if you will give me leave totell you my opi- 
nion , Thave alWaies believ'd that there Were as manie different kinds of happineſſe, as 
there are ſeveral kinds of humors, and that as the true ſoveraign geod conſiſts only in the 
contentment of the mind , the verie varietie of inclinations may make the difference. Sq 
we may often deceive our ſelves, by accounting a man happie When we ſee him poſſeſs trea- 
ſures, which perchance he diſdains, to deſire the poſſeſſion of a perſon whom he loves ; aud 
likewiſe make verie falſe judgements of the Fortune of another , ſeeing him enjoy a Mi- 
ſtreſs , whom he would willingly forſake for thoſe treaſures that are denied him ; On this 
manner may Wwe abuſe our ſelves in the opinion Wwe have of the happineſſe of vicious men, 
who though they ſhould obtain that felicirie which conſiſts in the ſatisfation of the minde, 
and the fulfilling of the deſire, the remorſe of their guiltie conſcience makes a War within 
them unknoWn tous, and N—_— their quiet by continual aſſaults, renders them incapa- 
ble of taſting that ſweetneſs which they propoſe to themſelves in the fruition of things de 
fired, or in « being freed from thoſe they hate, or apprehend, Do you think, that Occhus 
could feel any pleaſure in his Vittorie over the Armenians,or finde any tranquilitie in thoſe 
Eſtates which he had ſecured by ſo many murthers, When he ſer before his eyes the death of 
ſo many brothers , with whoſe blood he had cemented that greatneſſe wherein he lived the 
ſpace of many years? and do you not believe that Artaxerxes deteſted the length of his life, 
when to ſecure it he ſaw himſelf conſtrain'dto ſacrifice that of a ſon whom he had dearly 
loved ? (certainly if you makg reflexion upon them, you Will judge t hat the number of e- 
vils, theſe perſons (happy in appearance) feel, is much greater then that of the goods, which 
make us believe them tobeſo; but though I ſhould grant you that theſe cruel men, theſe 
Parricides, and theſe monſters, did taſte areal happineſſe, and that enjoying all they could 
wiſh for, they were neither troubled With ambirion, love, nor remorſe of conſcience ; may we 
not believe that the Gods have preſerv'd them ſo many years, to make uſe of them as Inſtru- 
ments of their 7uſtice, and ſcourges whereWwith they have puniſh'd others, as faulty, and as 
wicked as themſelves? What do we know, whether they gave Occhus ſo long a life for 
his own happineſſe, or for the deſtiny of his brothers ; and Whether it were rather their love 
ro him, that made them preſerve him, to deſtroy them, then their hatred to them, Whoſe incli- 
nations perchance Were worſe then his ? Ought We nor alſo to believe that they ſuffered 
Artaxerxes to [ive to his hundreth year , only to uſe him for the puniſhment of a ſon , that 
was to attempt againſt his life? This is my opinion for what concerns the proſperity of evil 
men, and the adverſitie of good, though truly it be an affliftion ro all that have any vertne, 
yer me thinks alſo it no way ſhocks Divine Providence ; perhaps thoſe that ſeem'd moſt ir. 
nocent to us , were not ſo before the Gods, whoſe fudgments are very different from ours, 
and are puniſh'd by the miſeries ts which we ſee them expos'd for ſome crimes that are con- 
ceal'd from us : but if theybe free of them , it 1s without queſtion to make tryal of their 
vertue, andto give it the brighter luſtre, that they ſend them ſuch affiittions,The example 
of thoſe you alledge to me. 

The ſtranger ſtop'd ſhort at theſe words, and as he was about to have gon on with 
his diſcourſe, he ſeem'd prevented by ſome lo preſſing remembrance, that it would not 
ſuffer him to proceed further. Lyſimachus who had hearkned to: him with much 
attention, and who admired his gracefulneſs, both in his diſcourſe, and in all his 
ations, would have begun their converſation again, if at the ſame time the Gates of 
the Temple had not been open'd, giving them libertie to go in to their Devotions. 

They entred both together, and ſtaying bur little to obſerve the Pictures, and 0- 
ther beauties of the Temple, they kneeled down near the Baluſter, and after they had 
pray*d ſoftly a while, the ſtranger raiſing his voice , and addreſſing himſelf ro the 
God to whom the Temple was dedicated , pray'd on this manner : 

Dwerfull Divinity, who doſt not only diſpenſe thy light to mortals, but aiſo doff 
truely give being unto all things; Thou independent 1Being , vpon mn 
other 
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others do depend : if the pzayers of a miſerable man may yet be heard, behold, (thot! 
Father ofthe Day) the moſt unfoztunate one living , p:oftrate at the foot of thine 
Altar , one who fozſak ing all hope of human ſuccour oz-conſolatfon , expects neither 
but fco:m thy Divine goodneſs. Zhou knowſt all mp miſcrte, thou knowſt mp loſſes, 
and thou knowf great God in what a ſea Ihave floated the ſpace of mante years. 
If thy Jaſtice be ſatisfied with ſo many loſſes , and if after having taken ſo much 
from me, thou yet p2eſer veſt that in the wozlv, which A ſeek with ſo much dilfgence : 
Enliahten me thou Authoz of light, and guide my ſteps in the track of what J have 
loſt: J part with all things elſe untroubled , but great God reſto2e me that I love, 
reſtoze me that which makes me live, 02 at leaſt reitoze me a hope, which hath alrea« 
die fozſaten me, 

Thus the ſtranger ended his Prayer, and Lyſimachzzs who had hearkned to it very 
attentively, and with as much compaſſion for his diſtreſſes, as the remembrance of his 
own would permit, ſeeing that he had done, and that the Prieſt being gon behind the 
Altar, waited at the hole of the ſacred Tunnel, for the anſwer of the God, he proſtra- 
ted himſelf with all humilitie, and made his Prayer unto him in theſe words. 


PRight Star of the day. tho! Gie that beholveſt all things » ard by whom all 

things ſubſiſt, wo miſerable wzetchcs who have but one Deftinte » caſt them- 
ſelves down at thy feet , to render what they owe the , rather then to beg relief oz 
alteration of a Foztune, in which they are void of all manner of hope , ſave that of 
death : they have loſt all that they could loſe , and all that they deſired to keep, and 
can expca no help from thee , unleſs tho1 fn favour of them ſhouldſt once again uſe 


that power, which thou didſt commuyicc.te to thy * Son,and unleſs thou ſhouldft re: * E/cu- 
ſtoze the lives of thoſe Jiluftrfous pecſons, to whom they'rs were wholly dedicated. /'** 


Aſſiſt themonly in a moſt juſt revenge, a" in the deſigne they have to pay what is 
due tothe Dpirits of them they have ſo perfectly loved. 

Lyſimachus ended theſe words with bowing himſelf to the very ground; and a while 
after the Prieſt came back before the Altar , fo chang'd that one had much adoe to 
know him, he ſeem'd taller then ordinary, he had a wild affrighted look,and being tranſ- 
ported with the God that poſleſs'd him, hein his rapture pronounced theſe words 
witha dreadfull voice. 

The ORACLE. 


Et 1he Dead wait for the Duties of the Living, and let the , 

, Living hope for the aſſiſtance of the Dead; the Dead ſhall 

build the Fortunes of the Living, and the Living ſball eftabliſh 

the repoſe of the Dead. In the mean time I will bave the living 

live, andthe dead reſi; and both the living and the dead, expect 
my pleaſure upon the banks of Euphrates. 


After that the Prieſt had prononnced theſe words, he came by little and little 
to himſelf again, and though at the entreaty of Lyſimachw, and the ſtranger, he went 
back to the Hole again , yet would the God give no other anſwer , and left them in 
an uncertainty both of the ſenſe of the Oracle, and to which of them it was addreſſed. 
Each took itto himſelf, but not being able to comprehend any thing by it, they re- 
ſolv'd to wait for the fulfilling of it , without informing themſelves any further : and 
after they had offered ſome {mall ſacrifices , according to the Cuſtom , and to the in- 
tention which obliged them to it, they took leave of the Prieſt , and went out of the 
Temple as ignorant of their Deſtinies , as they were before. 

If the Aﬀairs of Lyſmachws , and thoſe of the ſtranger, or rather the forrowtull 
condition of both could have ſuffered them to endure company , they would not 
have parted ſo ſoon, for they had already conceived ſo high an eſteem, and ſo much 
=: will for one another, that they could not bid farewell, without ſome trouble; 

ut being call'd otherwhere by urging conſiderations, they both got on horſeback,and 
the ſtranger departing his way , LySmach likewiſe took his towards Polemons houſe 
where he had left Oroongarecr. I fe 
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He rode that ſhort way without ſpeaking a word, ſeeming to be buried in ſo deep 
a ſtudie, that they that accompanied him, durſt not put him out of it; when he was 
within two or three hundred paces of the houſe, he ſaw upon the right hand, near the 
River, an exceeding high wood, which appeared to bim ſo deſert, and ſolitary , that 
he thought it a fit place to pals ſome of his melancholique houres, and to entertain his 
ſad and dying thoughts ; with this incent alighting from his horſe, and commanding 
his Squire to lead him back to Polemons houſe, he thank'd his ſon for having guided 
him, and diſmiſſed him alſo, entring alone, and on foot into the wood, where he wal- 
ked up and downin the moſt gloomy ſhades he could finde, and ſuch as were moſt re- 
tired from the company of men, There he revolved the words of the Oracle in his 
minde a hundred times , and after having as often examined them , he underſtood fo 
little, that he gave over all care of finding out any more of the meaning of it, In this 
ſolitude his tears had liberty to break forth, and being not ſeen by any body that could 
accuſe him of weakneſs, he made lamentations and complaints , able to have moved 
the very trees to pitty : The remembranceof the viſion he had ſeen that morning, 
coming then into his minde , made him conjure the ſpirit of his Princeſs to appear 
once more to him, and that with the moſt ardent prayers, and the moſt tender moving 
words his paſſion could ſuggeſt. 

Divine Pariſatis (ſaid he walking very ſoftly with his eyes lift up to heaven, and his 
arms a croſſe upon his breaſt );f norwithſtanding your Divinity, you have already vouch- 
ſafed to comforr this unfortunate man by your ſight , and to lay aſide the ſplender that in- 
virons you, to make your ſelf a fit objett for the weakneſſe of hs eyes, do not now refuſe him 
the ſame favonr , ſince he 1s ſtill the ſame, and that in ſo ſolitary a place you may with more 
liberty, honour him with the commands he waits for from you. Diſcourſing with himſelf 
on this manner, he continued his walk under the trees , till coming near a great Oak, 
he ſaw words cutinto the bark of it, and then looking about upon the other trees 
which were neareſt to it he ſaw they were almoſt all marked with the ſame CharaQers; 
he drew near without deſigne and lifting up his head toward the neareſt, he perceived 
the names of {ASSANDRA & EURIDICE, ingraven upon the bark 
in great Letters, and indivers places : After this ſight, being at the foot of the great 
Oak, and caſting his eye upon the writing which reach'd down almoſt to the very root 
of the tree, he read theſe words diſtinly which he found there. 

Whoſocever thou art, whom (hance or Deſigne ſhall bring into theſe ſolitary places, bee 
wail the misfortunes of deſolate Caſſandra : here it is that unhappy She weeps and will 
weep the remainder of her days, both for What ſte ha's loſt by her ovon fault, and for what ſhe 
ha's loſt by the anger of the Gods : by her tears ſhe will deplore what the Gods have taken 
from her, and by her tears ſhe Will teſtifie to thoſe ſame Gods, and to the memory of that 
which was ſo dear to her, the full repentance of her crime : She lov'd that which ſhe ought 
to love, ſhe ſtill loves that Which 1s now no more, and to her grave will conſerveboth her firſt 
and laſt affeftions , pure and inviolable. Lyſimachus was touch'd with-compaſlion at 
the reading of theſe words, and lifting up his eyes to heaven; © Great Gods ( ſaid he ) 
* it is not upon me alone you poure forth your wrath ; and the number of the unfor- 
* tunate is almoſt as great as that of men z then going on yet a few ſteps further , he 
Taw a little Rock ſtanding upon the edge of a pleaſing brook , all covered over with 
the like CharaQers ; he there ſaw the names of {ASSANDRA & EURIDICE, 
Interwoven a hundred ſeveral ways, and underneath theſe words graven with the ſame 
hand of the former. Strive nor O Charitable Euridice, to aſſWage my miſeries by the 
conſolations thou giveſt me, that Which 1 lov'd and which I ought to love, either 1 10 
longer in this World, or 1s no longer in it for me, conteſt no more therefore with me about as 
advantage which thou haſt injuſtly diſputed for ; though thy loſſes be of the ſame nature 
with mine, thou haſt defended thy ſelf better then 1 from that violent paſſion, which makes 
mine ſo ſenſible to me, and 'it is only the conſideration of my misfortunes , Which makes the 
greateſt part of thine. 

Lyſimachus his own afflitions hindred him not from bearing a great ſhare in thoſe 
of this unknown Caſſandra, but he was yet more deeply touch'd with them, when be- 
ing ſet down upon the bank of chat little ſtream , he ſaw theſe words alſo at the _ 
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of the Rock, inthe ſame manner of writing. Fair remaiadirs of What I have 3 
dearly lov'd , whether part of you be placed in the rank, of the Gods, or that part of yon 
wanders ſtill among ſt men, ſince this heart Which was open to you as long 4s it conld, and as 
it 0::ght leaves you ſtill an entry, Which ſhall never be open but to you, behold with how ma- 
ny tears I ſolemnize your memory, and content your ſelf with the laſt duties I pay , buth 
to the aſhes and remembrance of that Which Was the better part of my ſelf, the thonghr of 
my other loſſes hath no part in my aſflictions , and as all my felicities were bounded only in 
your, ſo your loſs alone hath ſettled this ſorrow in my ſoul, which can never be ſeparted , 
om ir. 
gf 7s could not make an end of reading theſe words without letting fall ſome 
tears , and the knowledge of others misfortunes, calling to minde che remembrance 
of his own, afflicted him ſo deeply that he remained almoſt withour ſence or motion; 
when he was come a little to himſelf again , he took off his Cask, and ſtretch'd him- 
ſelf all along by the ſide of the brook which running upon ſmall ſtones made a very 
pleaſing murmure, There it was that his eyes after having ſhed aboundance of tears, 
were cloſed by a gentle ſlumber, caus'd both by his wearineſs , and waking the nights 
before ; and that his body as overburthen'd as it was with the paſhons of his minde, 
let it ſelf be ſweetly lull'd into a quieter repoſe,then his preſent condition feem'd capa- 
bleof. And indeed he made a mends for his former want of f{leep by ſuch a ſound 
one, that night was already well advanced before it left himz neither perchance would 
he have waked fo foon , but for the noiſe which two men made , who were talking 
together very near.him. When he had rouz'd up himſelf, he wondred to finde that 
he was ina place from whence darkneſs had already driven away the day , yet lifting 
np his eyes toward heaven, he perceiv'd through the boughes which rob'd him of part 
of it, a pale faint light, by favour whereof he reſolv'd to ſeek out his way to Pole- 
mons houſe, not doubting but his ſervants were already inpain for his long ſtay ; yet 
as he was apon the very point of riſing, he heard the ſame voice that had wakned him, 
and though he was looſe from all other choughts ſave thoſe of death, yet ſome remai- 
ning ſpark of curiofitie made him defireto learn what the diſcourſe of thoſe perſons 
might be, in ſuch a place, and at ſuch an houre. They that ralk'd , were ſet cloſe by 
him, and making uſe of the delightfull coolneſs - the evening afforded , entertain'd 
themſelves freely without fear of being heard. Lyſmmachus lending an ear, heard that 
one of them ſaid? Bur Aſtiages, would you not hold me for the moſt Wicked of all me; 
living, if 1 ſhould follow ſuch pernicious advice, 1 believe your friendſhip only obliges 
you to give it me; but conſider alſo Who I am, and againſt Whom you counſell; ſuch an 
attion beſides that it would be ſhamefull, and horrible to the remembrance of all the world, 
world allo draW the vengeance of the Gods upon one, and Would never leave my mi{erable 
conſcience atty quiet. 
'Thoſe that are much in love ( reply*dthe other ) will never ſtick upon theſe {light 
* conſiderations, and though inother matters the tear of the Gods be to be commen- 
*ded, inan enterpriſe of this nature it can paſs for nothing bur weakneſs ; a violent 
* paſſion may excuſe all, and thoſe that are overborne by ſuch an one, commit no 
*crimes but ſuch as are very pardonable : ſhut up your eyes, Sir, againſt all that may 
* diſſtvade you from your deſigne,and call that no longer vertue,which is indeed a faint- 
* hearted andan unreaſonable patience, Bur # it poſſible (ſaid the firſt ) rhar they 
who love perfettly can ever bring themſelves to do ations that diſpleaſe the party whom 
they love; and that you have ever been capable of thar noble flame, you 1 ſay who give coun: 
ſel /o contrary to the maxims of all thoſe that are touched with it? 
'I havelov'd moſt perfe&tly (anſwered Atiages) but not as theſe ſpeculative Lo- 
* vers that content themſelves with a glance, or with a ſigh, who diſcover their atfeRi- 
* ons, and Idolize a face ten years togerher, without pretending to any other fruit by 
- their adoration, but the ſight and entertainment of their Miſtreſs, My Love, as1t 
*1s more real, demands alſo more real and ſollid favours , and cannot feed upon thoſe 
*Chimera's which fatisfie the imagination of theſe emptie melancholy wits. - Will 
*you have me ſet the difference ? know Sir, that among thoſe thave love , ſome loye 
* imply outof an affetionto the thing beloved , and others out of love unto _ 
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© ſelves; the firſt have no other aim but the perfeQtion of their objet, and ground 
* their happineſs only upon their own paſſion ; they love(or believe chey love )a beau- 
* ty,not to be repaid with an affeRion by the perſon that poſſeſſes it, but meerly be- 
* cauſe they judge it lovely, and theſe, Sir,methinks are void of common ſenſe : The 
* latter, to whoſe maxims I have always ſtiffely adhered, ſeek after a real good, and 
© their own contentment, as having only reaſonable opinions, and ſuch as natural in- 
© ſtin& is able to furniſh them withal. They love, upon hope that they ſhall bee e- 
* qually repaid , and that they ſhall taſte that happineſſe in the enjoyment of the 
* thing belov'd , which they propoſed unto themſelves, before they imbarked into 
* their paſſion ; and theſe ingage not themſelves ſo deeply, as to continue their love 
* when they have loſt their hope : but let us leave both in their opinions, and ler us 
* ſtick only upon what concerns you ; you think, that by a ſweet, pleaſing violence, 
© you ſhall offend her you love ; had you that conſideration, when you pull'd her 
© out of the arms of her friends > or did you think you ſhould diſpleaſe her leſſe by 
* that action, then by this which would make her intirely your own ? 

Ab! Aſtiages (interrupted the other) this rhowght alone makes me tremble ; and 
conſider I pray you, that my Princeſſe us not onely daughter to one of the greateſt Kings 
in the world, but ſhe us the daughter of mine own King, and that the very attempt you 
propoſe, would deſerve a thouſand thunder bolts. 

© You ſhould have had this thought (replyed Aſtiages ) before you came to the 
© tearms you are now upon ; but in the ſtate your affairs are at preſent, your condi- 
© tion cannot be worſe, and loſing no hope but what you have already loſt, you ſhall 
*1abour your own fatisfation,and enjoy a contentment for which you have forſaken 
* all others. 

But after all, (ſaid the firſt) whar happineſſe can one taſte by forcing the poſſeſſion of 
4a thing, in which the will alone gives all the ſweetneſſe , and with what delight can one 
make much of the body, if the minde doe not lend its conſent to welcome it ? © They that 
* love, for the love of themſelves, (anſwered Aſtiages) make no difference in thar, 
* and favours are ſtill favours, which way ſoever they are obtained ; think upon ir 
* therefore, Sir, ſince it is high time, and that all things are favourable to you ; make 
* uſe of the power you have in this place, and conſider how great your grief will be, 
* if you letllip a prey out of your hands, which would never fall into them again, 
* I promiſe you, that after this ation, you ſhall be poſſeſſor both of the body and 
* minde together, for all that's paſt will vaniſh out of their memory, and ſhe will do 
* that by neceſſity, which ſhe would not do by inclination. He made a ſtop at theſe 
words , and ſeeing that the other anſwered him nor, he continued on this manner: 
* Set before your eyes, Sir, the little hope you have to enjoy her any other way ; re- 
* member how many vain prayers you have ſpent ; how many unprofitable tears you 
© have ſhed, let your paſt ſubmiſſions make you aſhamed, and bluſh for having ſub- 
* jeted your ſelf ſo much, to her whoſe inſolent diſdains make heralmoſt unworthy 
* of your affection ; talk no longer to her as a ſlave, but asa Maſter, and inſtead of 
* beſeeching heras you have done hitherto, ſay boldly, /w;/, and if ſhe reſiſt after 
* that knowledge of your deſire, make uſe fearleſly of that power which the Heavens 
© have given you, and never apprehend the anger of the Gods, for a fault whereof 
* they themſelves have ſo often been yo example. 

After that the other had hearken'd ſome time to this Diſcourſe, coming of a ſud- 
den as it were out of a deep ſleep; Aſtiages (faid he) tho haſt overcome, thy reaſons 
are ſo ſtrong that it is impoſſible to defend ones ſelf againſt them ; and notwithſtanding all 
the reſiſtance I can make, I feel my ſelf ſo gently forced toconſent to what flatters mee ſo 
pleaſingly, that it 1s very difficult for me not to yeild. I'le follow thy advice, and if the 
firſt means (which ! will try yer for a while) prevail not, le have recourſe to thine, 
and whatſoever comes on it, Will accuſe none but thee,of a fault I ſhall commit by thy per- 
ſwaſions. © The Gods bee thanked, (replyed Aſtiages) who have at laſt given you 
* thoughts worthy of you ; follow my counſel, Sir, follow it boldly,and fpare not to 
* lay all chefault, andall che puniſhment you fear, upon me. But, Sir, (continued 
he, after he had held his peace awhile) we may perchance ſtay here too long, it ts _y 
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dy lare,and the Mon which tegins to ſhine will now diſc 026- toms the ways, which ave no; 
nnhbnown to mee ; let's get out of this Wood, ard return to thoſe is whons onr ſtiy may 
have bred ſore apprebenſions. 

Ar theſe words they aroſe, and Lyſmachs who believ'd fo by the end of rheir dif- 
courſe, and by the noiſe they made in going away,roſe upalſo ; The concluſion of 
their entertainment had informed him of the 11] deſign they had , and although his 
affliction was able to ſmother all other thoughts in him, his hurrour of wicked ati- 
ons made him reſolve to crofle their intention, and as much as poſſibly he could to 
hinder it. The night being reaſonadle clear, he followed them for ſome rime, eying 
them ſtill before him ; bur in the end notwithſtanding all his care, hee loſt fight of 
them among the Trees : he endeavoured a good while to tinde them again, bur after 
he had gone up and down the Wood to no pnrpoſe, he came to the bank of the Ri- 
ver, and knew the greatRoad to Babylon, and the path which led to Pelcmons houſe, 
Scarce had he gone hifty paces in it, but he met ſome of his own ſervants, who were 
come out to ſeek him ; he quickly put them out of the trouble they had been in, and 
return'd with them and Polemox, who was their Guide to the houſe, which was not 
tar from thence. 

Though it was late when he came in, he would not go to bed, nor ſup,without ſec- 
ing Oroondates, when he knew by Araxes that he was not afleep, but would be ex. 
tream glad to ſee him, having expreſs'd much trouble for h:s abſence ſince it was 
night. After he was entred into his Chamber, and that being come to his bedlide, 
they had embraced one another ; Well, Lyſimachus,(fid Oroondates to him)what do 
the Gods ordain 1 ? They have explain'd themſelves very ill, (anſwered Lyſmachi) 
* fortheir will is exceeding ditfcult to be underſtood : I know not whither you will 
* bea better interprerer then I; and whither you can penetrate into the meaning of 
* the moſt obſcure Oracle that ever was. Art theſe words, after having recounted his 
Journey, and his Encounter with the Stranger, he told him the words of the Oracle 
which he had moſt carefully remembred. Oroondares conſidered a while what expli- 
cation might be given them, and after he had muſed a little, 1 know not ( faid hee) 
what obſcurity you finde in-ir, but me thinks there was never a clearer one pronoun- 
ced, and that the Gods never diſcovered their wills more openly, nor more intelli- 
gibly. Ler the dead (ſays the Oracle) wait for the dmries of the living: Thelewords 
are all expounded of themſelves ; the ſenſe withour queſtion is, that thoſe fair ſouls 
expe& the laſt duties from us, and that the Gods reproach us for our ſlackneſſe and 
delay. And let the living hope for the aſſiſtance of the dead: There 1s no doubr but thar 
in what we have yet to ho for the ſatisfaRion of thoſe dear ſpirits, their aftiſtance 
is neceſſary for us, and if wee bee weak a ſuch powerful enemies, the remem- 
brance of thoſe we lov'd, will infalhibly redouble our Forces: This is that chey come 
to offer us, and is certainly rhe cauſe of the Viſions we ſaw this morning. It is by 
this aſſiſtance, that rhe dead ſhall build rhe fortunes of the living, and the living ſhall 
eſtabliſh the r. poſe of rhe dead, All our fortune from Fonks- os conſiſts in the dearth 
we ſeek, and tte revenge we hope for ; and by this revenge, and by the duties of bu- 
rial, we ſhall eſtabliſh the repoſe of rheſe poor ſpirits, which wander yer about while 
their bodies are deprived of Funeral rites. » the mean time { will have the living 
live, and the dead reſt ; and both the liviag and the dead, expe*t my pleaſmre upon the 
banks of Euphrates. I ſee more impoſſibility in the execution of this command, then' 
difficulty in the interpretation of it : If the Gods will have me to live, they muſt re- 
ſtore me my Princeſs;as for the dead,they may eaſily reſt,and expect their pleaſure, ei- 
ther upon the Banks of Emphrates, or thoſe of Cocyru : and ſee deare Lyſimachur, 
how theſe poor ſouls obey them, and how,though deveſted of their bodies,;they dare 
not forſake this place,carefully rendring to the Divinity, thar duty which it yer exact- 
eth from them. Ly{machss confirm'd him in this belief , and after ſome difconrſe 
they had upon that ſubje&,he told him the ſeveral encounters he had in the Wood. 
He repeated part of the words, which with the name of Caſſandra, were ingraven 
upon the Trees, and upon the Rock, and then he related the conference of the two 
perſons,whom he had not been able to hinder from their evil deſign, They "_ 
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their wickedneſle together ; and Lyſimachw ſeeing it was very late, wiſh'd co0d reſt 
to Oroendates, and retired into his Chamber,where after having eaten moderately, he 
went to bed, paſſing the reſt of the night as he was accuſtomed to doe. 

The next —_— Araxes came to give him the good morrow, and Lyſimachs af. 
ter having enquired how his Maſter did; I fear he 1s yet ſo ill, (added he) that I ſhall 
not dare to beg the Continuation of that Reetal from him,which you began to mee 
ſuch a long-winded Diſcourſe would doe him a great deal of harm: bur if you have 
ſtill the ſame defire to oblige me you have expreſſed, I beſeech you to go on with it, 
and to tell me the reſt of a life,which is more dear to me,and more conſiderable then 
mine own, Araxes expected not to be more intreated, but fittting down in a chair, 
which was near his bed, after having thought a little what he bad to ſay, he began to 
purſue his Relation on this manner. 
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be ſo much more, by that which yet remainsto be told you : we are now going 

to launch into the open ſea,and you will judge by the reſt of this recital, that the 
ſmall misfortunes wherewith my Maſter had hitherto been aſſaulted, were but the 
Lightnings of that Thunder which threatned him, and the miſts which fore-ran that 
ſtorm which was to fall upon his head. You might ſpare mee part of the things I 
have to tell you, ſince without doubt you know them already , but I will paſſe > o#- 
ſleightly over, and will tell thoſe more at length which are unknown to you. 

Aſſoon as my Prince with the death of valiant Memon, and the other ill newes 
told you, had heard alſo of the diligence the two Kings us'd to meet, that they might 
decide the Empire of Afa by a ſecond battel, he was much afraid he ſhould not bee 
preſent at that memorable day, and ſhewed his impatience ſo much by ſtraining his 
horſes, and making them travel ſuch long Journeys, that he kill'd them within a few 
days; but having gotten others for money, and others again after them, wee haſted 
on with ſo much ſpeed, reſting almoſt neither night nor day, that vve came up to Da- 
rius his Army, the m_ befor that Bloudy battel of 7ſſ#s. My Maſter neverthe- 
leſſe reſolv'd not to make himſelf known till after the fight, and to doe Darizs ſuch 
ſervice firſt, as might make his Diſcovery more dear and welcome to him: 

We arrived in a great Plain near the River Pindar, time enough to ſee the Ar- 
my paſle by in Barralia, and becauſe their order in marching, appear'd to me extra 
ordinary and magnificent, I obſerved it very heedfully, and vvill tell it you in a few 
vvords, if you have not heard it already from ſome body elſe. Darizs his Army was 
compoſed of the moſt part of thoſe ſeveral Nations that vvere under his ſubjection, 
at leaſt of thoſe that vvere neareſt to him ; for the more remote as the Arrachoſ- 
ans, Zogdians and Indians, vvere not ſummoned, becauſe of the haſte vvherewith the 
King rais'd his Forces in that preſſing neceſſity. Of natural Perſians he had thirty 
thouſand horſe, and threeſcore and ten thouſand foot, all proper handſome men, 
gallantly mounted and richly armed. The A/edes had brought ten thouſand horſe, 
and fifty thouſand foot ; The Battrians two thouſand horſe, arm'd vvith Battleaxes, 
and little light bucklers, and ten thouſand foot arm'd in the ſame manner, The 4r- 
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».enians forty thouſand foot, followed by ſeven thouſand Hircanian hore, tlie braveſt 
of the vyhole Army. The Dervices, a barbarous people, ſubject allo to the King of 
Pirſia, tad no more then two thouſand horſe, but torty thouſand foot , the greateſt 
part whereof, by reaſon of the ſcarcity of Iron in their Country, were arm'd onely 
with Pikes and Javelins all of wood, having harden'd the points of them in the fire. 
From the Caſpian Sea, and other Prqvinces of Aſia, there were come four or five 
thouſand korte, and ten thouſand foot. Beſides the Forces which he had drawn out 
of the Nations under his obedience,the King had alſo thirty thouſand Greeks in pay, 
young valizntmen, in whom he had a more perfe& confidence then 1n all the reſt. 
Thus have I briefly numbred the men w f the Army was compoſed, their order in 
marching was this. Before all the Fo paſs'd the ſacred tire, (which among the 
Perſians is held in particular veneration) carried upen filver Altars, and followed 
by three hundred three ſcore and five Mag: , who ſung after their uſual manner, 
and as many young men cloathed in purple robes, this number being ordain'd, be- 
cauſe it is the ſame of the days that make up the year, according to the ancient ce- 
remonies of Perſia. Theſe Altars were followed by Z»piters Carre, drawn by twelve 
white horſes, led by men in white robes,with golden ſwitches in their hands. After 
the Carre came the largeſt and moſt beautitul horſe that could be found, which they 
call'd the horſe of the Sun, not ridden, bur led by men in the ſame habit as the for- 
mer. Then came the Kings ten armed Chariots, all glittering with gold,and ſtones 
of price, much fitter for ornament then ſervice. The Cavalry of the ſeveral Nati- 
ons, quite different in their arms, cuſtomes and language, marched next, divided in- 
to many Squadrons, whoſe number I need neither tell you, nor the names of thoſe 
that commanded them: I will only let you know,that the firſt were thoſe the Perſe 
ans call Immortals, a ſelzRed body , compoſed of ten thouſand men, cloathed in 
Cafſacks edg'd with gold, over which they had arms all gilt, and above them great 
rich chains, wherewith they adorn themſelves to go to fight, as if they went to 
ſome Aſſembly of joy and triumph. A little after them wee ſaw the Doriphores ap- 
pear, ('tis by that name they call the Kings kinſmen) being fifteen thouſand in num- 
ber, more ht to adorn then to defend a Camp, the riot of their apparel, and the 
ſleightneſle of their arms,making them almoſt uncapable to doe ſervice. My Maſter 
ſeeing them trick'd like women, looked upon them with ſcorn , and quickly turn'd 
his eyes from them,to fix them upon Dari»s, whom he ſaw paſſe by, elevated high 
upon a Carre, with much Pomp and Majeſly, 

This Chariot was ſo ſparkling with Gold and Jewels, that it could not bee beheld 
without dazling , the fides of it were inriched with many images of the Gods, im- 
boſs'd in maſſive Gold, in a moſt rare and excellent form , the Seat was covered 
with an Eagle of the ſame metal, ſtretching out his wings to ſhelter the King from 
the Rain,the Sun, and other inconveniencies of Weather. His habit was purple,im- 
broidered with little Sunnes of Gold, over which was a Mantle that reach'd to the 
very ground, of Cloth of Gold, very light, buckled before with two Hawks made of 
Gold, who tighting together ſeem'd to hold each other faſt by the beak; in an ex- 
tream rich Girdle, hung a crooked Cymeter, whoſe Scabberd was of an entire preci- | 
ous ſtore; the Cidarr (as the Perfgans call it) which he wore upon his head was of 
pure white Linnen, rowed with blew, but there appear'd very little of that, by reaſon 
of the great number of Diamonds, and Pyropes wherewith it was beſet. The Cha- 
riot was incompaſſed with two hundred young Perſian Lords of the neareſt to the 
Crown,and of the moſt eminent Families of the Kingdom, who being exempted from 
all command, becauſe of their youth, were to fight near the Kings perfon ; theic Arms 
were wonderfully rich, and their Javelins headed with Gold inſtead of Steel ; theſe 
were followed by ten thouſand Pike-men of the Kings Guard , whoſe Pike heads 
were all of ſilver, and by four hundred of the Kings horſes, led in mens bands, after 
which followed the reſt of the Infantry. 

About the diſtance of a Furlong from the Rere of them, appear'd Queen Syſgam- 
bz in her Chariot, and Queen Statira her daughter in law in hers, and the two Prin- 
ceſſes likewiſe in theirs,accompanied with above forty others, which carried ___ 
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dies of Honour , and the chief Women that attended them in that War, the reſt 
were on horſe-back,and in other Chariots which they call Armamaxa, vvherein ordi. 
narily are the Governours of the Kings children,and the Eunuchs of his houſe, who 
are not deſpiſed among the Perſians,as in other Nations : The Kings mony came at- 
ter theſe, | ok or carried by fix hundred Mules, and three hundred Camels, guar- 
ded by fifteen thouſand Archers, and ſome Squadrons of Cavalry. Then came with- 
out order a great number of Women, vvho accompanied their Husbands, or their 
Sons in that Voiage ; and after all an infinite many ſervants and boyes, and all the 
Baggage, vvherewith your Soldiers inriched themſelves within a tew days after. I 
could not much obſerve theſe laſt things that paſs'd before us, being obliged ro fol- 
low my Maſter, who had not daign'd to conſider the reſt, when once his Princeſs was 
paſt ; he accompanied her vvith his eye, till he ſaw her alight vvith the Queens to go 
into the Pavillion , vvhich vvas already prepared to receive them, and eaſily to bee 
known by a Sunne made vvith marvellous Art, vvhich vvas ſet upon the top of ir 
vvithin a Chryſtal. 

Though my Prince had very much adoe to conceal himſelf longer from her, for 
whom alone he had conſerv'd his life ; yet having taken a reſolution (as I told you) 
to make himſelf conſiderable once again to Dari, before he diſcovered himſelf ; he 
perſiſted in his deſign of expecting firſt the iſſue of the Battel, and ſeeing the night 
approach, that he might be the farther from the Kmg, and from thoſe that might 
know him, he thought beſt ro Quarter among the Athenians, who were under the 
Kings pay, and whom Parro their Commander, had recruited ſince that fatal night, 
wherin myPrince had defeated them,while they ſo gallantly defended Darizs his tents. 
Orooxdates diſcovered himſelf only to Patro, and took of him a horſe of ſervice, fit 
for the occaſion he thought he ſhould have ; but within a little after, wee diſ-encam- 
ped, and while it was night, poor Dariw ill counſelled, and impatient of a Victory, 
which he held for certain, fearing leſt Alexander ſhould eſcape him , advanced for- 
warder, and ingaged himſelf in narrow places,which cauſed him the loſle of the bat- 
tel. My Maſter knew well the fault he committed,and advertiſed Patro of the diſad- 
vantage that ground would bring him ; for indeed, if in the Plain he quitted , hee 
had imbatteled that infinite number of men and borfes, whereof his Army was com- 
poſed, and had expeQted you in good order, without precipitating himſelf as he did 
between the Sea, the Mountain, and the River Pindar#« , he might commodiouſly 
have made uſe of all his Forces : whereas having ingaged himſelf in thoſe ſtrait, un- 
even paſſages, your advantage was equal to his, and your men came up in Front a- 

ainſt the firſt of ours, who could be but very little ſuccoured by the bodies that 
Followed them ; beſides that, the Infantry whereof your Army chiefly conſiſted, 

fought with leſſe confuſion in thoſe narrow places, then our Cavalry could do. 
Darius, Artabaſis, and Mazews, found the Error afſoon as it was break of day, 
when they ſaw Alexander nearer then they believ'd him. They would have retired 
to give themſelvs more room, but *twas too late, and the Armies were already ſo cloſe 
together, that there was no more poſſibility of going back, nor of prolonging the de- 
ſtiny of ſo many Perſians, as periſhed in that bloody day. 
I will not tell you the particularities of a Battel,in which you without doubt were 
one of the firſt, you know both the beginning,and the ſucceſs of ir, you ſhall onely 
hear from me,that in the firſt skirmiſhes, my Prince having left the Athenians, went 
and put himſelf among the young Perſian Nobility, who fought without any com- 
mand, either near the Kings perſon, or in other places where they thought there was 
more danger to be hazarded, and more glory to be acquired. He was mounted upon 
Patro's horſe, which was a wonderful brave, and fiery one, his Armour was black, bis 
Coat of Arms, his Plumes, and the Horſe Tail that ſerv'd him for a Creſt , were all 
of the ſame colour, for ſince the death of Artaxerxes, he would never wear any 0- 
ther: I never ſtirr'd one ſtep from him, andI ſaw him do things,which to ſay truth, 
ſurpaſs belief. Good King Darius did very gallantly in his own perſon, infomuch 
that you know he cloſed up to Alexander himſelf , and that they had fought ſome 
time without advantage, when they were parted with the throng of their Forces; but 
in 
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in that ſeparation Darizs was thrown out of his Chariot, and ſurrounded with a 
great number of Macedonians , who would certainly have {lain him , if he had not 
been reſcued by my Maſter, who fought hard by him , and hearing the report of thar 
great Kings danger , which came from one to another, turn'd his horſe turiouſly a- 
gainſt thoſe that were about him, and encountring Phi/otas, the firſt, and the moſt ea- 
er to have taken him , he ruſh'd upon him fo violently , that he ſent him among che 
Fork feet, he alſo overturn'd C/yt«s with his, and making room which way ſoever 
he moved, ſcatter'd that croud fo well , that he got Darins from amongſt them; and 
making me ſtop Phy/oras his horſe , he gave him leaſure ro mount him again ; ſcarce 
had he done him that fervice , when Alexander fierce in the purſuit, return'd himſelf 
to the ſame placez My Prince knowing the danger the King might run, ſecured him in 
a Squadron of his men, and turning about to Alexander, went to receive that famous 
Conquerour withan incredible joy. Ei OO 
That was the firſt time ever I ſaw him, andif 1remember well , bis headpiece, 


' andthereſt of his armour were of ſuch __ and poliſh'd ſteel, that the Snn- beams 


ſtriking dire&tly upon them, made it almoſt impoſſible for ones eyes to endure to be- 
hold im. He was all enrich'd with Jewels, and his Coat of Arms embrodered with 
Dyamonds; his Cask was covered with great white Feathers, with a horſerail in the 
midſt of them as white as ſnow, and which reached almoſt to the Crupper of that he 
rode. This great Prince did not diſdain an Enemy like my Maſter , and knowing 
that it was he who had diſmounted Clyrus, and Philoras, and faved Darims from the 
attempts of the Macedonians, he clave the preſs of his own forces, to make way to him. 
Their ſhock indeed was very ſtrange,and their horſes having met head to head, Bucepha. 
lus had the advantage of my Maſters,and thruſt him back upon his gaskins, but Oroon- 
aates ſpurrins him up again,and ruſhing cloſe to Alexander right (ide,ran him into the 
thigh with his Javehn, and coming up to him again cut the ſtraps of his Cask , with a 
flaſh of his ſword ; and ſhewed his head bareto allchat were about him; *rwas then 
indeed that Alexander was in great danger, but he was quickly relieved by his own Sol- 
diers, who got before lum; and all rogether charged Oroondares , and thoſe that were 
with him. 

Here Ly/imachu interrupting eAraxes; O Gods! { ſaid he)hat's this T hear from 
Jon ! that Cavelicy in black armonr who wounded Alexander , and did ſo many gallant 
things in that t attel, w.s he your Prince then ? * It was even he, anſwered Araxes. 1 am 
witne/s, {added Lylimachus) of ſome of hrs ations, and I w.ts one of thoſe that were nea- 
reſt ro Alexander when he was wounded. I was likewiſe one of them that firſt oppoſed hzs 
fury, aur 41d | eſcape ſome of his blowes , he beat down alſo Craterus and Neoptolemus, 
in ear ſight, and | muſt tell you true, that Ptolemeus, Seleuchus and my ſelf, were much 
taken Youth his courage, and would not ſuffer him to be proſecuted ſo eagerly as without 
donbt he woul1 have been, but for our hindrance, Onr King Who without knowing him, 
gave him very great praiſes, ſheWed himſelf pleas'd with us for that attion, and talk'd not 
of him bat as a prodigie, or a man ſent by the Gods for the defence of the Perſians. ©* My 
*Prince (reply d eAraxes) hath moreobligations to you that you know not ; *twas 
* thereby you were to knit this friendſhip, which ought to laſt as long as your lives,and 
_ ewas only your own vertue that gave you a love to his, which was fo profitable to 

1m. 

True it 15 tliat T perceived the A{acedonizns purſued us but coldly , and my Maſter 
in his retreat cook notice of their remiſsneſſe, which he imputed not unto that cauſe : 


- He retired, but heretired like a Lyon, and knowing that the King was ina place of ſate- 


ty, after many warnings and ſignals to come off, he yeilded to the number of Conque- 
rors, and to the darkneſs which began to ——— the earth, and rob the Aacedoni- 
ans of a part of their Victory, Yet was it ſo great an one that Dariis loſt a hundred 
and ten thouſand men, his Chariot of War, and all his equipage , except what he had 
left at Damaſcus, which after the taking of that Town fell all likewiſe into your hands. 
My Maſter oppreſſed with grief for the unhappineſs of Perſia, of its King, and of che 
whole Royal Family, which was reduced unto fo ſad a condition , would not fortake 
them in their misfortune , but reſolved to periſh with them , ſince Love, Friendſhip, 
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and Honour obliged him to accompany them unto the utmoſt. In this deſigne he 
commanded me to follow him , and not ſo much as enquiring after his own baggage, Þ 
which we had left ſome days journeys off, he croſſed over the Camp, into which your © 
Soldiers already came thronging, and informing himſelf of thoſe that fled, which way | 
the King had taken, he followed the track of him till the obſcurity of the night would 
no longer ſuffer him to have the leaſt ſight of ir. The darkneſs ſtopt him not, nor 
the wearineſs of his horſe , wounded with ſome light hurts ; he had alſo receiveda 
few himſelf, but ſuch inconſiderable ones that for the preſent he was bur lictle troubled 
with them, We continued our way , committing our ſelves to the tuition of the 
Gods, from whom my Prince implored no other tavour but to ſee his Princeſs again, Þ 
and that poor King oppreſſed with ſo many loſſes. His grief kept him from ſpeaking, Þ 
and his courage from making lamentations — of him, bur by ſighs drawn from 
the bottom of his heart, he expreſſed the nature of his afition ſo movingly, that all | 
the night long I durſt not open my mouth to interrupt him. You your ſelf may 
judge what his thoughts were, and in what manner he bore the ruine of a Family he 
had ſo dearly loved. The Countrey through which we rod was very rough and un- 
even, and the trouble of the dark , together with that of the way , would perchance 
have made us fall into ſome precipice, if we had not often been overtaken by runa. 
ways, after whom we ſtill went enquiring newes of the King, Queens, and Princeſſes, Þ 
At break of day we ſaw a body of horſe appear, which retired before us, and ſtraining 
our horſes to get up to them , we reach'd them within a little while. Ir was Prince 
Oxyartes, Darius his brother , with Afithranes, the Eunnch Bagoas, and Patro, he Þ 
to whom alone my Maſter bad made himſelf known beforethe battel. They were. 
followed by two or three hundred horſe , among which we mixt our ſelves without 
ſhewing our faces, or diſcovering who we were, till Patro _— my Maſters arms, 
and the horſe he had given him, after he had looked a while upon him, doubted not 
at all but that *cwas he. Afſſoon as he believed it certain, he cried out with ſome kind 
of joy, and riding up to Prince Oxyartes, Ha ! Sir, ( faid he) See here the proteftling 
Angel of the Royal Family , he who yeſterday preſerved our K ing » and did things that 
ſurpaſſe mans belief, thoſe are his very arms , and that the very horſe I gave him befor: 
the battel, and which he made uſe of ſo gloriouſly for himſelf , and ſo fortunately for u. 
With theſe words drawing near my Maſter, he himſelf diſcovered his face to him, and 
filled Oxyartes, and all the reſt with joy and aſtoniſhment, He had already learn'd 
from him that that gallant man to whom Perſia was ſo much indebted for the ſafety 
of its King, and for ſo many brave ations as he had done in favour of it, was the 
noble Orontes,for whom the whole Court had wore — and who had been ab- Þ 
ſolutely thought buried with Arraxerxes This ſight ſurpriſed them ſo,that the remem- F 
brance of their preſent fortune could not hinder them from mixing a great deal of Þ 
joy , among the thoughts of their ſorrowfull condition. Oxyarres embraced him a Þ 
long time with demonſtrations of friendſhip , which drew ſome tears from both, 1 F 
always hoped moſt brave Orontes , (ſaid Oxyarres to him) that if you were alive, you Þ 
would not forſake us in the misfortunes which the heavens have precipitated us into; come, 
come ſee a King yet once again, who as Well as his whole Family, 1s indebredto you for hu 
life, Which the Gods have preſerv'd only to ſerve for matter of your glory , your ſight wil 
comfort him in his loſſes, and your preſence will raiſe his hopes again , which were read) Þ 
utterly to forſake him. | 
My Maſter anſwered with all the expreſſions which the ſenſe of ſo much kindnes F 
could furniſh him with, and after the firſt civilities, and embraces of the chief men of 
thatTroop, Oroondares with impatiency asked newes of Darizs , and of his Family. 
Oxyartes anſwered him, as they ſtill rod on their way, the Kings confidence of an in- 
fallible ViRory , perſwaded him to take the Princeſſes along with him in his army, 
without providing for their ſecurity; but aſſoon as he began ro doubt of it, by reaſon 
of the diſorder he perceived among his Forces, he call'd Megabs/es, and the Eunuch 
Tyrens, and commanded them to fetch them out of their Tents, and to condut 
them ſecretly, and ſpeedily towards Damaſcus, whether moſt part of the Court Ladies 
were retired; and giving them three thouſand horſe for their Convoy, he — 
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ded them to the great Oroſmades, and then taking care of the battel again, he enga- 
ged himſelf among the Enemies, where he had undoubtedly been loſt, if you had nor 
reſcued him by effects of more then human valour ; Afterwards being forced to 
yeild to his ill fortune , and to the prayers of thoſe about him , he ſent me word by 
Bagoas; that he was going towards UVncha a little Town upon the bank of Pindarus, 
ſome four hours riding from this place, and that he would expe newes of us, and of 
the Ladies, ina little wood we know , and which is not above ten or twelve furlongs 
from thence, bur fo privat and retired from the abode of men, that he could not have 
choſen a more convenient one to avoid the purſuit of his enemies , and to fit himſelf 
at that town with freſh horſes, and things —y for his retreat ; this is known but 
to very few, and I diſcover it only to them whoſe friendſhip and fidelity I am well ac- 
quainted with; after this diſcourſe they redoubled their pace, but my Maſter by hea- 
ring of this newes, was put into great perplexity, his love perſwaded him to leave the 
way toward Darius, and run that which led unto the Princeſſes , and to that purpoſe 
he was often ready to goe from Oxyartes , that he might follow the incitements of his 
paſſion ; but the conſideration of his honour quickly baniſhed that thought, and 
made him facrifice his Intereſts to the care of his reputation, and to the remembrance 
of Darius his misfortunes ; beſides , he call'd to minde that whether Oxyartes and 
thoſe that accompanied him, interpreted his departure according to the truth, or ac- 
.cording to other appearances, the judgement they ſhould make of it either way,could 
not but be hurtfull to his repoſe, and difadvantageous to his glory. With this laſt reſo- 
lution he purſued the way in We Bagoas,and ſome guides conducted us: and to be 
brief, we came before it was naſF$n tothe wood, where the King was retired two hours 
before. Our Guides who knew the ſecreteſt pathes, after many turnings, brought us 
into the thickeſt part of all, cloſe by a fountain, upon the ſide whereof we found the 
King, attended only by Mazems, Artabaſus, Cohortanus Roxana's Father, and about a 
ſcore of his moſt truſty Officers, and ſuch as had been moſt diligent in following 
him. That great Prince was ſet at the foot of a tree, uponthe mantles of ſome of 
his ſervants, leaning his cheeks upon both his hands, along which one might perceive 
ſome tears fall to the ground : thoſe that were with him ſtood waiting round abour, 
ſeconding his ſorrow with a profound ſilence, and ſuch an unmoveableneſs, as made 
them ſeem ſo many Statues, Though the King was deeply buried in his thoughts, he 
was rais'd out of them by the noyſe of our horſes, and being ſurpris'd with a kind of 
fear, ſtart up from the place where he ſate ; but aſſoon as he knew his brother , and 
ſome of the reſt, his apprehenſion vaniſh'd,and he came a few ſteps forward to receive 
him, but with ſo fad a countenance, that I eaſily found his heart as Royal and as ge- 
nerous as it was, could not hold out againſt ſuch violent aſſaults of fortune, After a 
falute intermingled with ſighs, and with ſometears , the King embracing the chief of 
our Company, caſt his eyes upon Oroondates , arid obſerving his armes rather then his 
face, O Gods (cryed he, ſtepping back a little) /s not that the man, or rather the God,that 
ſaved me ſo miraculouſly, and did aftions for my relief, that ſurpaſſe the ability of men? 
* It is the ſame ( aſweredOxyartes) and moreover he is a perſon very dear to youfor 
* many obligations of the like nature. At theſe words my Maſter having pull'd off his 
headpiece, caſt himſelf at his feet, and taking his hand kiſſed it with much reverence 
and affection. | 
Darius at laſt opening his eyes, and looking more earneſtly upon him, knew him to 
be the ſame Orontes to whoſe loſs he had given ſome of thoſe tears, which he ſhed for 
Artaxerxes; nay that Oroxtes, who not content to have preſerv'd his wife , his mo- 
ther, his ſon, and his daughters by ſo many as of a tranſcendent vertue, was come as 
it were out of the lower world to fave bim likewiſe , out of a danger whence nothing 
but the prote&ting God of his Family could have delivered him. Ask me not how 
aſtoniſhed he was, you may conceive that ſufficiently your ſelf, and *rwill be enough 
for me totell you , that if he had not been upheld by a tree cloſe by him , he was al- 
ready dejeted enough, not to bear ſo ſtrange a ſurpriſe without falling backward; and 
truly he was longer before he recovered his ſpirits, in that unexpeRed encounter, then 
n all the former accidents of his life ; but in the end coming out of his deep amaze- 
K 2 ment; 
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ment, and lifting his hands and eyes to heaven : Great Oroſmaides (cryed he) ſince thou 
haſt reſtored me the ſaviour of my houſe , all Alexanders /ucceſſe does no longer terrifie 
me , and [by thy goodneſſe finde rhat hope to revive in me , which but even now was quite 
extingniſhed; - and then turning toward my Prince who was ſtill upon his knees before 
him, and _— his face with intermingled tears of grief aud joy. Ay Angel 
Guardian (ſaid he to him) Who never forſakeſt us in thoſe extremities , wherein we have 
need of thy afiflance : My Son, my dear Orontes, cr rather my dear Artaxerxes, ſince the 
Gods taking him away from me, have in thee left me the better part of him, and alſo of my 
felfs ' come rake again the ſame place in my affettion, and likeWiſe in my Court iich I had 
given thee , / and which cannot Without injuſtice be poſſeſſed by any man but rite alone. 
Though theſe words pronounc'd withan exceſs of affection, and an infinite number of 
embraces, were able to have drawn the envy of all the by-ſtanders, and particularly of 
Oxyartes, yet was he ſo generally beloved, and his vertue ſo perfectly known, that nei- 
ther hee, nor any of the reſt ; made the leaſt ſhew that thoſe kindneſſes had difſpleaſed 
them, and I know not whether they gave my Maſter the boldneſs to do what he did, 
or that be had ſo reſolved before , but I ſaw him do an action, and heard him bring 
forth words , which either his deſpair , or his confidence in the Kings affettion drew 
from his mouth, when 1 leaſt expected it. 

The King ſtill embracing him with much tenderneſs, and again calling him his dear 
eArtaxerxes , endeavoured to raiſe him from the ground , but my Prince continuin 
ſtill upon his knees, © No Sir (/aidhe with a louder voice then ordinary)do not ſo light- 
* ly give that name to him you know not yet, and who mult loſe it preſently , as alſo 
* that be hath hitherto taken upon him, together with his life, and your affeRtion: That 
* which he ha's done for you, ought to have been done by any Prince, and by all ver- 
* tuous perſons : but that which his friends have done againſt you, cannot be repaired 
* but by the loſs of thatwhich is deareſt to them : In ſhort Sir , I come not hitherto 
* demand recompence for what I have done for you , but to receive puniſhment for 
* what they have done againſt you, and to eaſe your preſent and paſt afflitions, by 
the ſatisfaction you may receive in revenging Arraxerxes, and fo many thoufkend 
*men as waited upon him to his grave. The King of Scythia ha's rob'd you of a fon 
*hatwas perfealy worthy to be loved:do you take a ſon from him whom he loves moſt 
* perfectly: and by a lawful exchange, puniſh in the perſon of his ſon,the murtherer of 
*yours. Inthe falſe Orontes, you behold the true Oroondares, Oroondates Son to the 
* King of Scythia, your mortallenemy : Oroondates who burning with love for the 
* Princeſs Statira, ever ſince that fatall night that gave him entry into your tents,chan- 
*ged both his name and quality to ſerve ber, though utterly unworthy ; 
* and under that deceit hath abuſed your real affettion. In fine, Oroondates (who 
* hath perfectly honoured both you and yours ; but ha's not been able to ſave you and 
* yoursfrom the dammage you have received by his friends ) did believe while your 
«* loſſes were-equall, that without crime he might avoid the puniſhment of thoſe he had 
* innocently commitred: bur ſince the King of Scythia ha's bereaft you of a ſon whom 
* you loved, who lov'd him,and whom he loved above himſelf : he thinks he ought no 
* longer to ſhelter his from your juſt indignation , and hide him under the name of a 

** perſon whom you have honoured with your affection. 

He would have ſpoken longer , if the King more aſtoniſh'd then if he had been in 
another world, had not retired a ſtep or two folding his arms upon his breaſt, and con- 
ſidering him twice or thrice from head to foot , witheyes and with a countenance 
which ſutficiently teſtified the alterations of his minde,and the ſeveral thoughts where- 
with he was aſſaulted. Allthat were preſent were as much ſurpris'd as he,and looking 
upon one another with admiration , expected the event with doubt and impatience. 
When the King after having a while balanced his hatred to Mathers with the love he 
bore Oroxtes , and the injuries he had received from the former inthe death of his ſon, 
and ſo many thouſands of his ſubjets ; with the ſervices the latter had done him in 
his own preſervation, and that of all his Family ; and beſides conſidering with what 
a grace, and what a greatneſs of courage he came to ſubmit himſelf to him, ata time 
when nothing could make him ſeek his friendſhip nor allyance , but his meer generoſi- 


ty, 
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ty, he yeilded in the end to ſo many motives, to his own inclinationsto Orontes,and 
to the incitements of his own vertue ; and coming towards him again, he raiſed him 
up by the arm, and after having kiſs'd his cheek he ſaid to him with much gravity, 
accompanied with a certain ſweetneſfſe, which was very natural to him. The Gods, 
Prince Orsondates, ſend an addition to my affliftions, by giving me the knowledge of you, 
at a time, wherin I cannot,as [ could have wiſn/d,expreſſe how conſiderable it i to me; and 
if you judge xot of my hear: by the generoſity of your own, you will withour doubt believe 
that the neceſſity of his affairs, his weakneſſe, and the fear of his enemies, make a conque- 
red King, cveveſted of the beſt part of his eſtates, abandon'd by his friends, and ready to 
fall himſelf into the power of his adverſaries, receive a friendſhip now, which the hatred 
of our families, and the lvſſe of a dear ſoa, might perchance have made him rejett in his 
proſperity ; but if with the Royal guy, which the Gods have wot jer taken from mee, 
they have 41, o left any credit to the word of a King, 1 ſwear to you by Oroſmades, that 
knowing you as I do, in what condition ſoever 1 had been, the loſſes I have ſuſtain- 
ed by your Father, ſhould never have extinguiſh'd mine inclinations to your ſelf; 
nor ſhould the injuries I have received from him, ever have blotted out the obligati- 
ons I have to you. 

T his ts all I can proteſt to you, in the ſtate you now behold me, and if you can yet de- 
ſire the alliance of a Prince, reduced to ſuch pitifl tearms , I offer it to you With prote- 
ſtation,that by my conſent,thar daughter of mine, which you honour with your affettion, 
ſhall never be but yours, and that 1 Will no longer eſteem you but as my ſon, and as the 
perſon that us deareſt to me in the whole world. 

My Prince more over-joyed then one can imagine,at ſuch obliging words, and ſuch 
advantageous promiſes, caſt himſelf at his feet again, and embraced his knees with 
tranſports of an incredible affection : but the King having helped him up, embraced 
him tenderly,and then Oxyartes followed his example, and all the reſt were preparing 
themſelves to do him honour, and to rejoyce at their knowledge of him, as much as 
their preſent ſorrow would permit,when they ſaw a Troop of horſe-men come toward 
them,whom they preſently knew to be Megabi/es,and ſome of thoſe that had accom- 
panied him to convoy the Queens and Princeſſes. This ſight made the King to ſtar- 
tle,and going towards him without ſtaying till he came up; Well Megabiſes, (cryed 
he to him) here are the Ladies * Megabiſes caſting down his eyes , anſwered him 
with a trembling voice, © Alas! Sir, They are no longerours. How ! (replied the 
King, very much troubled) Are they no longer ours ? © No,Sir, (ſaid Megabiſes)They 
' are Alexanders priſoners. Alexanders priſoners ? cryed the King again, * Yes,Sir, 
* (anſwered Aegabiſes) tor ſearce had 1 gotten them five hundred paces from the 
* Camp, to conduct them to Damaſcrs , as your Majeſty had commanded me, but I 
* was followed by Parmenio with part of Alexanders Cavalry; we could not make 
© our retreat from them by reaſon of the Ladies,and of the incumbrance of their Cha- 
* riots, lo that we were conſtrain'd to ſuſtain the Shock of the valianteſt AZacedonians : 
* they tought like gallant men,and the Doriphores your Majeſty gave me, like fearful 
* women, who after a faint reſiſtance faced ſhamefully about, and F armenio not trou- 
* bling himſelf to purſue them,ran to the fair prize they had abandoned : The Gods 
*are my Witneſles, I would have periſh'd there, if my death could have done the 
* Queens any ſervice ; but ſeeing my ſelf alone, and wounded in five or fix places, I 
* thought fit to imploy the life I had lefr, in telling you what perchance you' mighc 
* have heard from ſome other body with leſle certainty. 

The King hearken'd not to theſe laſt words, but being too ſenſible of this new 
aſſault of fortune,he threw himſelf upon the ground, = muffing his face with his 
mantle, began to lament with ſighs and groans, which would have rent the moſt 
ſtony hearts with, pity. | 

My Prince leaning againſt an Oak, and croſſing his arms, lifted his eyes pitifully 
to Heaven, and in his thoughts accuſing it for that ſudden alteration of his fortune, 
expreſs'd his grief more truly by his looks,and by his ſilence,then he could have done 

dy all the words in the world. Oxyartes, (ohortanus,and Arrabaſus, accompanied his 
ſorrow with theirs, and all there preſent were ſo ſtruchen and confounded, that pu 
an 
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and deſolation never appeared in a more perfet form. The King after having con- 
tinued ſometime in the poſture I have told you, diſcovered his face, and ſitting up. 
right: 1r is roo much,O fortune | Peryed he) it is roo much ; though thou didſt per- 
ſecute meas a K ings onghteſt to have ſpared me as a private man,and to have conten- 
ted thy ſelf With the loſſe of my eſtates,Wwithour burthening me alſo with the loſſe of my 
family : It was enough that Alexander triumphed over my Empires, thou neededſt no 
have made him triumph alſo over the honour of my daughters, and over mine own too, and 
thou ſhowldeſt have been ſatisfied with bringing him into my Throne, withour bringing 
him likewiſe into my very bed ! 

This thought violently rormenting him,made him do things miſ-becoming the gra. 
vity and dignity of ſo great a Perſonage, he tore his hair and his cl jealouſie 
made him utter ſuch deſperate words, that all that were preſent trembled for fear,and 
wept for compaſſion When he was a little ſettled, he made Megabiſes begin his Re- 
lation again ; but not having patience to hear the endof it, Ah! Coward, ( cryed 
he to him) haſt thou then preferr'd a ſhameful, infamons life, before a brave and gloriou 
death, and when rhou mighteſt have fallen ſo honourably at the feet of thy Queen, couldeſt 
thou deſire to prolong thy days,only to ſhorten mine ,by ſo fatal a news , and ſo prejudicial 
to my honour and quiet ? With theſe vvords darting a furious look at him , he put 
his hand upon the hilt of his Sword, but Megabiſes quite beſide himſelf with fear,got 
= of his preſence , and by that ſecond flight eſcaped the danger that threatned 

im. 

[ could not in this accident, but admire my Maſters courage, and the power hee 
had over himſelf : I doubted not, having ſo much knowledge of his love, but that 
his grief was at leaſt equal to that of Darizs, yet how violent ſoever it was, his con- | 
ſtancy of minde was ſo great, that he never ler (lip one word that could accuſe him of 
weakneſs, or increaſe the afflition of a King, who being both Husband, Son and Fa- 
ther, ſeem'd utterly to give himſelf over to it. When he ſaw the firſt brunt of his 
ſorrow a little paſt,he came up to him vvith a vvonderful temper, and faid with a fa- 
ſhion vvhich kibevered the greatneſs of his courage ; * Sir, alrhough my paſſion for 
© the Princeſs your daughter,and the favour your Majeſty has lately granted me,had 
* not made me ſo highly concern'd in this your laſt,and greateſt loſs,the Gods can tell 
* how large a ſhare I ſhould cake in your affliction, and with what pleaſure I ſhould 
*lay down my life to recover the repoſe of yours. The Truth of this, and the Ho- 
©* nour I hope your Majeſty will do me in believing ir, give me the boldneſs to repre- 
* ſent unto you, that it is no longer with tears you muſt remedy your misfortunes ; 
* they are not perchance fo great as your apprehenſion imagines them : though A- 
* lexandey be a Conqueror,and young,yet is he a Prince and vertuous ; he in the per- 
* ſon of the Queens and Princeſles, vvill vvithout doubt conſider the Royal dignity, 
* and the care of his own reputation. In the mean time your Majeſty may rede- 
* mand them of him,and offer him Treaſures and Provinces for their ranſome : I will 
* accompany your Ambaſſadors, and viſit them unknown,to vvhom your intereſts and 
* my paſſion make me flye ; if your offers cannot move him, and if by my careful en- 
* deavours [ cannot releaſe thoſe T!luſtrious Priſoners out of his power, Vle either kill 
* that Conqueror with this hand, which he hath already felt, and reſtore a Calm to 
* your Eſtates ; or die gloriouſly, diſputing with him to the laſt drop of uy blood, 
* the price of my ſervices, and the fruit of that infinite favour your Majeſty has gran- 
© ted me. 

The King hearkned attentively to him,and caſting his arm about his neck ; 7 dee 
not doubt Son, (faid he) but that you love us very much, and that you Would caſt your 
ſelf into any danger for perſons that are ſo dear to yow ; neither did I expeft any thing 
from you, but ſuch effetts as are ordinary with you ; and I ſhould rather hope to ps; 
my quiet by your aſſiſtance, then by the help of all my Forces; but how great a change 
ſoever your valonr might bring unto my fortune, I cannot reſolve to let you goe awa) 
from me, in a ſeaſon Wherein your ſight us ſo dear, and your conſolation ſo pleaſing to 
me: We may uſe ſome other remedies, and how loW ſoever I ſeem, I have yet powerful 
means to riſe againz for though Alexander hath ſeiſed on 4 part of my "_ I 
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have ſtill ten times as much as ever his Anceſtors poſſeſsd; I am going toward the 
Euphrates, Where / can yet raiſe a Million of men, and will cover the Fields of his new 
Conqueſt, with ſuch vaſt numbers, that in ſpite of all his fortune, le make him know 
the difference there 1s Let ween the Perlian Monarch, anda petty King of Macedon. 

* While you are making thoſe Levies (replied Orvondates) Fle labour for the deli- 
*verance of the Princeſſes, and if Alexander reſtore them williagly to your Amn- 
© baſſadors, 1'le wait upon them to your Majeſty ; not that I can leave you in this 
* condition, without a very ſenſible grief, nor that my paſſion could draw me from 
* you, if my misfortune, and the King my Fathers obſtinacy,h< not made me unable 
* to ſerve your Majeſty with more then mine own perſon ; for the King of Scyrhia's 
© hatred, and my knowledge of his nature, hinder me from offering you his aſliſt- 
*ance; ſince then I can be no other ways uſeful here,then as a fingle perſon, be plea- 
*ſed to give me leave to go to Alexander , vvhere I may ſerve you vvith much more 
* efficacy. Your Majeſty ſhall give no Battel, vvherein if I am alive , I will not 
* fight by your ſide, and poſſibly before you are in thoſe tearms, I may have made an 
* end of all your Wars alone. 

They had yet ſome other conteſtations, which the hazard the King might run if he 
ſhould have ſtaid longer fo near his Enemies, made them put anend to, and my Ma- 
ſter having at laſt obtain'd his permiſſion to go to Alexanders Camp, perſwaded the 
King to get upon freſh horſes which were brought him, and having taken his leave 
of him, of Oxyartes, and the whole company, with many tears, he ſaw them take 
their way toward the Exphrares , ſtaying behind with Aſithranes, and thoſe that 
were to accompany him in his Embaſly. We followed the poor King with our eyes 
and thoughts, and my Maſter having loſt fight of him , appear'd ſo ſad, and fo at- 
fliaed, thatif his grief had not been abated by the hope of ſeeing his Princeſs quick- 
ly, he had been utterly incapable of any comfort. 

After this parting,I began to think upon our vyounds,not judging that my Prince 
ought in that condition to ingage himſelf among the Enemies, where perchance he 
might not finde that help and that repoſe which were neceſſary for his cure ; he gave 
ear unto my reaſons, and riding with ythranes toward that little Town, which was 
not far off, we got thither within an hower: There we had our wounds dreſFd, 
and reſted the remainder of that day, and the day following. The morning after, 
we received a Letter which Darius had written to A/exander, and another to the 
Queens, to give the more credenceto my Maſter ; that good King knowing they 
would not be unprofitable for him, and believing hee vvould be glad to carry them 
himſelf ; but the next day Alexanders Forces under the command of Crater , came 
and ſummon'd that little Town, which finding it ſelf too weak to ſuſtain ſo much as 
their approaches, caſt it felf into the arms of the Conquerouts. 

We had liberty to march away, and going out in the ſame Equipage we came in, 
we bethought our ſelves of another retreat, where we might ſtay the cure of our 


' wounds, which were not great,but grown much worſe by our want of care to get them 


look'd ro in time. We learn't of the Aacedonians,that Alexander was gone toward 
Mararhon , which he already caus'd to be beleaguered, with an intent to be at the 
Siege in perſon , though he was very much troubled with the wound in his thigh, and 
that he had ſent Parmenio with part of the Army to Damaſcus, where all the remai- 
ning wealth of Darizs his Army, with the Wives of the Princes, and Sarrapes of Per- 
fia, were under the charge of Artaban the Governour of that Town. My Maſter 
being yet very unfit to perform his Embaſly to Alexander , was by this news per- 
iwaded to put himſelf into Damaſcas, which was not above a days journey and an 
half from us, with an intention to ſtay there till his wounds vvere cured, to ſee the 
fair Barſina,Widow to the valiant Memnon, and many other Ladies of his acquain- 
rance,to whom his aſſiſtance might perchance be neceſſary in ſuch an encounter ; but 
his laſt and chiefeſt motive was a deſign to uſe his utmoſt endeavours to doe Darizes 
ſome ſervice in the conſervation of that place , which was of ſo high conſequence, 
and though ſtrong enough to endure a Siege, yet he feared in ſome danger of being 
loſt;for having formerly known Artaban in the Court, he who could very well judg of 

men, 
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men, had obſerv'd ſomething in his carciage, which made him believe ſo great a truſt 
might have been put into better hands. 

Theſe conſiderations made him take the reſolution of going thither, yet bcing un- 
willing that the ſolicitation of the Princeſſes liberties ſhould be io long negleRted, he 
delivered Darixs Is Letter to eAlexander unto Mithranes, whom he perſwaded to 
go direMly to Marathon, after he had earneſtly deſired his ſecrecy in whatſoever con- 
cern'd him, and made an appointment to meet; him at Alexanders Army , whi- 
ther he intended to come to him, in caſe he ſhould ftay there any time : fo taking a 
Paſsport from Crater, and a ſmall Convoy which he gave us to Damaſers, we ſet 
forward that way, and arrived there the day following before the Sun was fer. We 
had a very favourable encounter in this Retreat, for we found our baggage , which 
having joyn'd with ſome part of Darixs his, was with it gotten into that Town, and 
the firſt we met as we entred, were my Princes two faithtul ſervants, He was very 
glad of that ny, bur though his wounds troubled him much, yer would 
he not go to bed till he had viſited the fair Barſina, and rendred to that noble Wi- 
dow, what he thought himſelf engaged to pay her merits, and the memory of gal- 
lant Memnon. 

I have nottime to tell you the ceremonies of this meeting, the reception hee had 
from her, in a viſit ſhe ſo little expeted, and the tears on both {ſides in the remem- 
brance of their mutual loſſes: Ir will ſuffice if I tell you that my Maſter received 
all the kindeſt welcome he could look for from a vertuous Lady, who had ever /:ad 
a great inclination to his deſert, But the fatisfation of this viſit was moderated 
by the vexation of hearing that the Princeſs Roxana (whom he believ'd to have been 
taken with the Queens) was in the Town, and that Prince Cohortanus her brother, 
who was ready to retire among the Sacans,whoſe Governour he was, had ſent her in- 
to Damaſcus, with his mother, and many other Princeſſes, among which were the 
daughters of King Occhus, Darius his Predeceſſor, the wife of Pharnabaſms, who 
had ſucceeded Memnon in all his Offices, the daughters of Menror; and ina word 
all the principal Ladies of Perſia. Although he was exceeding ſorry for the encoun- 
ter of a perſon, in whoſe love he foreſaw many croſſes and incommodities would be- 
fall him, yet would he not omit to pay her all that the quality of ſuch a Princeſs, and 
her neer alliance to his, could require from his civility, and from that very moment 
he reſolv/d not to deceive her any longer ; but if ſhe perſevered in the ſame humour, 
to let her know his minde in tearms as little diſ-obliging as he could poſſibly. Hee 
went to viſit her as he came from Barſina, but ſhe was F, ſurpris'd at & ſight of him 
and ſhow'd him ſuch extraordinary kindneſs, and fo little ſuitable to her quality an 
modeſty , that Oroondates eaſily ſaw his long abſence had not ar all diminiſhed her 

aſſion : She had bewail'd him as dead, or at leaſt as dead to her, and this ſo ur- 
oped recovery of him, fill'd her with ſuch an exceſſive joy, that ſhe loſt the remem- 
brance of all her loſſes, and of the general misfortune of her Country. 

It was fo late when my Prince came from her, and beſides he was fo troubled with 
his wounds, that he could by no means make any other viſits, wherefore hee com- 
manded me to go make his excuſes,and went home to the Lodging that was appointed 
for him,where he found Phyſitians and Chirurgions, who making him get to bed,be- 

an to fall to work about his cure. The next day he was viſited by the Govenor, of 
whom his ill opinion was not caulleſs ; for that Traitor who in his heart had alrea- 
dy ſold his Country, did by the coldneſs of his Diſcourſe ſufficiently expreſs the lit- 
tle contentment he received at his arrival in a Town which he was upon the point of 
delivering into the enemies hands. This behaviour encreas'd my Princes former dif- 
like of him, to ſomedoubt of his fidelity, and made him reſolve that aſſoon as hee 

was in a better condition, he would openly oppoſe all the deſignes he feared he might 
have againſt the ſervice of his'King. Yet did he diſſemble his thoughts for the pre- 
ſent, and waited for a fitter opportunity to declare himſelf, Aſſoon as Artaben was 
one, his Chamber was full of Ladies, Roxana, Barſina, and her mother Artabaſws 
1is wife, the Princefles Occhus his daughters, and all the reſt I named came to con- 
gratulate his rerurn, and to teſtite unto him che confidence they had in his vertue,at 
a 
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a time wherein it was ſ6 neceffary to them : aſter having ſaid awhile, they went 4- 
vvay all but Roxane, who for that purpoſe came laſt, and meant to ſtay alone ; feer 
the reſt, that ſhe might entercain him with more liberty. After the company was 
gone, ſeeing none in the Chamber but her Women, and fome of my Prince his ſervants, 
but both theſe, ad thoſe far enough from the bed, ſhe took that time to ſpeak more 
clearly to him; then ſhe had formerly; and to draw a knowledge from his mouth, 
which ſhe had not yet been able to draw from any of his ations. Her face ſpoke a 
great vyhile for her, and the divers changes of her colour which fore-ran her dicourf, 
prepared my Maſter for a combat, vvhich he could no longer avoid ; ſhe began with 
aſſurances of her joy for his return; of the ſorrow his long abſence had caus'd in her; 
and of the fear ſhe had, ſhe ſhould have loſt him in thoſe dangers,out of which the 
prayers ſhe had made unto the Gods, had perchance delivered him, My Prince an- 
ſwered her vvith his ordinary civility, and expreſs'd his acknowledgements in the moſt 
—_—_ tearms one could make uſe of in ſuch an encounter. But Koxana, who was 
not fatished vvith his civility, —_— from him marks of ſuch a paffion, as he vvas 
not capable of for her,ftel! into her difcourſe again,vvith a preat ſigh, and ſome tears, 
which it was impoſſible for her to retain 

1 would it had pleas'd the Gods, Orontes,(faid ſhe to him) thar the firſt moment I c- 
ver ſaw you, had been the laſt of my life ; and that the ſame ſhaft which wounded my 
heart for you, had ſent my body to the grave. 1 ſhould not then have been in that ex- 
rremity, to which my misfortune, and your iaſenſibility have now reduced me, neither 
ſhould 1 at this time have done a thing ſo unworthy of the Bloud-Reoyal of Perſia,of a little 
beanty where\vith ſome have hitherto flattered my belief,and of that vertue whereof I have 
always made ſo ſevere a profeſſion : It is needleſſe, Orontes, for me to tell you again that 
1 love you, my paſt attions have ſhow'd it you, a writing of my own hand has confirm'd 
it to you, and it 1s ſor you in ſhort, I utterly loſe that baſhfulneſſe, which ſo well becomes 


young Ladies of my quality, and which ought never to have forſaken me but withmy life. 


1 have wreſtled long with my ſelf, before I conld make this De-laration to you, and 1 long 
expetted that from you, which 1 recei-/d from a thouſand others, and which my vanity 
made me hope for, from a perſon leſſe inſeaſivle then I find you are ;but ſince you alone have 


| wndeceived me , 1 ounht with the falſe opinion of my beanty , to loſe alſo ſome part of my 


pride; and torell you once again to mycorfuſion, that it us true I love you, and that it 


will be very hard for me to live, wnleſſe I be belov'd by you again. Tet ts it likewiſe true, 
that this paſſion Which deſerves the tearms of decency aces not withdraw me from tho(e of 
vertue; 4nd that if I had ſtill 4s much power over my tongue and countenance, as I have 
pureneſſe in mint intentions, I ſhould not bt blameable for my affetion to you : I have al- 
Ways regulated my defires to modeſt and lawful pretenſions, and I have prevemed my Fa- 
thers choice onely in the reſervations I owe him,' and after my kaowledge of his great efltexs 
of you. If my affeftion be not odions ro you, Pbeſeech you to have rhat opinion of it, 
and doe.nor hate a Princeſſe, Who commits faults onely for your ſake, yer ſuch as it is in 
your power to make very laWful ones. Reds 
Sheended theſe words ſtammering , and caſting down her eyes with an action, 
which did enough expreſs her ſhame, and confuſion , for having laid ſo much. ''My 
Maſter more in diſorder then ſhe, remain'd a great while unable to anſwer her,-tumb- 
ling over a thouſand ſeveral deſigns in his head : but at laſt they all ended'in the re- 
ſolution he had taken to undeceive her, and not to repay a true affection with diflimu- 
lation, and with a feigning which would quickly be diſcovered, and which his heare 
was not capable of, eſpectally with ſuch a perſonas Roxana, who was not of a quali- 
ty to deabuſed : belides thar, the overture he had made to Dariws tn the preſence of 
Cohortanus himfelf, would not ſuffer hinv ro uſe diſguiſe any longer ; not doubting 
but that Roxana would quickly be advertiſed of a love,whereof he had already made 
ſo manifeſt a Declaration ; he thought fit therefore to prevent alt others,and by + free 
ingenuous confeſſion, oblige her to be content with what he eould do for her, and by 
thoſe proofs of truſt, make her to change the nature of her affe&ion, Ir is trye, thar 
he was long ſearching out tearms to ſweeten what hee had-to ſay to her ,-and that not 
finding any but ſuch as were hard enough to be digeſted, chat demurre and rreſoluti- 
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on put her into a very ſtrange perplexity ; but ſhe was much more daſt'd, when after 
ſo long a ſilence ſhe heard theſe words. 

* Wonder not, Madam, at the confuſion in which you ſee me, and let the trouble 
* of my minde excuſe my incivility. I confeſs, that I am more then confounded, both 
* atthe honour you do me, and at the part I am forc'd to play ; if your quality and 
f deſert were meaner,and that I had weaker inclinations to honor you really, and un- 
* feignedly, I ſhould be lefle uncivil with you, and ſpeak to you with leſſe freedome : 
* but ſince my reſpec to you, and my obligations to your goodneſſe, forbid mee all 
* manner of diſſimulation, I muſt break through a paſſage that is very ditficult for 
© me, and diſcover unto you the obſtacle which the Heavens have put ina fortune 
© whereof I acknowledge my ſelfe moſt unworthy. The Gods are my witneſ. 
* ſes, Madam, that the proofs I have hitherto received of the honour of your affe- 
* tion, (though the knowledge I have of my ſelf hindred me from taking them 
* otherwiſe then as effeAs of your goodnefſe) would without queſtion have made 
* me raiſe my thoughts to the ſervice of ſo divine a perſon as your ſelf, and that I 
* ſhould have been the proudeſt of all men living, to have liv'd and dy'd for a Prin- 
© ceſs, that makes all the Princes of Aſia to ſigh E her : but, Madam, before I had 
* the happineſle to ſee you, this heart which is capable of all thoughts of honour 
* and reſpetto you, was fo no longer of any impreſlion of love, and that deſtiny 
* which brought me by night into Darixs his Tents , made me leave that liberty at 
* Statira's feet, which elſe ſhould have been due to you, and which a foul leſle pre- 
© poſleſs'd, or prepoſſeſs'd with any other objet,would without doubt have dedicated 
*to you; 'tis for her I have burn'd ever ſince ; *tis for her I have left my Country, 
, nd that I have diſguis'd both my name and quality, to expoſe my ſelf unto my ene. 
* mies; and in ſhorr, *tis ſhe alone that caus'd me the honour of your ſight,and does 
* now cauſe ſo much trouble in me, that I cannot otherwiſe then by my reſpeRs, ac- 
* knowledge that friendſhip wherwith you vouchſafe to honor me. Ar laſt the Maſque 
* is taken off , Darias himſelf hath heard both my name and mv deſigne, from mine 
* own mouth, he has learnt the one, and approv'd the other in the preſence of Prince 
* Cohortanus your Father ; and by his Royal word, has made me raiſe my pretenſions 
* to the glorious poſleſſion of the Princeſle his daughter : Judg whether this ingage- 
* mentbe not powerful, and whether beſides the conſiderations of love, theſe latter 
© are not very ſtrong ones ; the Gads know with how much ſorrow I make this De- 
* claration to you, with what a ſenſe of acknowledgement I receivethe grace you do 
© me, andat how a dear a price I would buy the occaſions of ſacrificing my elf for 
© your ſervice. But, Madam, this is all that my want of power , and my engage- 
© ment will ſuffer me to do, and if you have not as much goodneſs to conſider it, as 
© you have ſhowed in your good wiſhes to me; I ſhall die in appearance the moſt in- 
* orateful, and in effect the moſt unfortunate of all men in the world. 

He ended theſe words with tears, which the compaſſion of Rauxasa, and the re- 
membrance of his afflictions drew from his eyes; and looking upon that Princeſle, ro 
finde by her countenance which way ſhe had received them, he ſaw in it all the marks 
of grief and deſpair; and indeed ſhe was fo touch'd with them, that but for the ex- 
tream force ſhe uſed in ſtriving to contain her ſelf, her grief would certainly have 
broken out with violence ; ſhe was almoſt half an hower e're ſhe could ſpeak a word, 
ſighing and ſobbing, with ſo much vehemence , that her Women thinking ſhee had 
been | Fu preſently to give her their aſſiſtance ; but making them retire,and reco- 
vering her ſelf a little, ſhe with much adoe got out theſe words as ſhe was riſing up. 

Orantes, Statira, I confeſs, 5s more worthy then I; but ſhe is nat for you, ſhe is A- 
lexanders (aptive, he will ſhortly be hers, and he is new her Maſter ; Neither Darius 
nor Statira car doe any thing for you. now; for ſhe is utterly loſt unto you both, The 
* Gods (replyed my Prince) may ordain what they pleaſe concerning it ; butif after 
* that loſſe,l can conſerve my life , I ſhall doe it onely for your ſake. 7f you give 
me rhat aſſurance (anſwered Roxana) 1 ſhall be half comforted, and. for my particular 
intereſt ſhall make prayers contrary to the. good of my Conntry,and of the howſe from whence 
1 ans deſcended. | 
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After this diſcourſe having taken leave of him, ſh2 went away ſo fad, that it was ea+ 
fe in her face to read all the marks of a moſt powerfull affliction , and left him ſo 
touch'd with her grief, and fo ſtrucken with her threatning predidion, that it was im- 

ſible to ſetcle him all the reſt of the day. After that time ſhe ſaw him almoſt dai- 
ly and entertained him with her paſſion, as much as her mothers abſence would give 
leave; he always anſwered her with the ſame civility, and conſtrain'd himſelf fo much 
not to diſoblige her with unkind tooks, that ſhe loft not the hope of being belov'd by 
him, at leaſt in default of Sratira, who in all appeararcce was not like to eſcape eaſily 
out of Alexandeys hands. 

He was often viſited alſo by the Princeſſes, Occhas his davghters, by the wives of 
Pharnabaſin and Artabaſns, and by the fair Barna, whole vertue and rare qualities; 
wonn all the inclination which his fidelity and the remembrance of Sratira could al- 
low : ſhe (as you are not 1gnorant ) was ofa very pleaſing converſation, very know- 
ing in many Sciences , and particularly in the Greek, Tongue , but above all ſhe was | 
endowed with a marvelous diſcretion , and modeſt freedom, 

This knowledge of her moved my Maſter to diſcover himſelf particularly to her, 
and to tell her all che accidents of his life , except the love of Rexana, which his di- 
ſcretion , or rather his misfortune made him ever conceal from her with much care. 
His wounds had ſuffered ſo much by his negle&t of them at firſt , that he was forced 
ſill ro keep his bed, and while he was in that condition, he received fo ſenſible a grief, 
that ſince the death of eArraxerxes | had never ſeen him fall into ſo great a paſſion; 
It was for the loſs of the bracelet which Sratira gave him at his departure from Per- 
ſepelzs, and which in all his unhappineſs he had dearly preſerv'd as his only conſolation. 
he was wont to kiſs it a thouſand times a day, and in the delicate hair whereof it was 
woven , ſeeing ſomething of the perfon he adored, and that wrought with her own 
fair hands, he reccived an exceeding great fatisfaRtion by it in all his diſcontents ; but 
one moxning putting one of his hands to the arm about which he commonly wore it, 
he miſs'd that preciovs favour which he valued at fo high a rate ; inſtantly all hjs fer- 
vants were employed to ſeek it, but when he ſaw their diligence was vain , and that he 
believ'd it abſolutely loſt , he made ſuch pittifull coinplaints, that all that heard him 
were deeply touch'd with a ſence of his lamentations ; he wept, he tormented himſelf, 
he threatned his ſervants,and uttered words misbeſeeming the greatneſs of his courage, 
taking it asan Omen of deſpair, and interpreting the lols of that gifr, as a preſape of 
that of the giver; all that day he was not to be comforted but in the end, that heart 
which had reſiſted ſo many croſſes of another nature, was fain to paſs over that like- 
wiſe, or at leaſt diſſemble it, to think of afiairs of more importance, 

He was advertiſed by Barſina that Artaban was ready to deliver up the Town,and ſo 
many perſons of eminent quality as had taken refuge there , into the enemies hands, 
and that to that intent he had diſpatch'd one J{ardixs to Parmenio, who was encam- 
ped within a ſmall days journey of Dumaſcus. This information confirming his own 
jealouſie, made him leave his bed to oppoſe as much as he was able, the deſigne of that 
diſloyal man ; bur if by his perſwaſions he could not bring him back into the path of 
vertue and fidelitie to his Prince, - he ſaw no poſſibility of doing good any other way, 
being all alone in a great Town where he was known to none bur Ladies, and where 
all the Soldiers and the Inhabitants themſelves were at the Governors Devotion , be- 
ſlides, they had all taken ſuch a terrour, that they trembled ar the very name of Alex« 
ander, and made no reſiſtance againſt the deſigne of that Traytor, who had deſtin'd 
to him ſo conſiderable a prey. He refolv'd nevertheleſs not to ſpare himſelf in the bu- 
lineſs, and to give poor Darims in his adverſity ,. all the proofs he ought ro hope for 
from his friendſhip - for that purpoſe cauſing himſelf to be made ready , and reſting 
upon a ſtaff by reaſon of a little wound he had received in his thigh , he went to the 
Governors Lodging, whither he rook no body with him but me, I being already 
nearer cured then he was. Artaban received him with a feigned demonſtration of 
Joy for his being ſo well recovered , but my Prince having. defired him to go into his 
Cloſſer, and entring with him, after having been awhile ſilent : Artaban (laid he) 1 
kroW you, and the obligations ou have to ydur good King too well, to believe you have any 
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intention to diſ-ſerve him; it 1s 4 rumour which your enemies ſpread atroad, and which you 
ſhould do well totake ſome order in, that you may make appear to the whole world, the faith- 
fuil reſolution you have for the ſervice of your Prince. 

Though the Governor was a little moved at this advice, yet being upon the point of 
pulling off his vizor, he diſſembled his rhoughes, and anſwered coldly. * They that 
© make ſucha report of me, Orontes , are little acquainted with my delignes, which 
© ſhall ever tend to what they ought, while no more is exacted from me then I ma 
© perform. Tow may ( replyec. Oroondates) do Darius a moſt remarkgble ſervice in the 
conſervation of rhis T own , and ſo many perſons of quality as he ha's depoſited in your 
charge ; the place ts ſtrong enouoh to endure the ſiege of a more porent army then that of 
Alexander, and thoſe under your command are zealous enongh for hu ſervice, mot to for- 
fake you in ſo commendable a reſolution , Which you are obliged to by your birth , by your 
Oath, and by the conſideration of your honour. 

The Governor who began to be angry at this remonſtrance , anſwered my Maſter 
ſharply : © Do notinform your ſelf concerning my deſignes, Orentes , nor teach me 
* my duty in a place which had not been truſted into my hands, but that I was known 
© capable of commanding in it; you are yet too young to give me my Lefſon, and 1 
© am bur little obliged to receive it where 1 my ſelf am Maſter. At theſe words he 
roſe up without ſtaying for my Prince's anſwer , and going out of the Cloſler, left 
him ſo ill ſatisfied , that wirhour taking other leave he preſently went away to Barſ- 
»a's houſe, and told her all the diſcourſe that had paſs'd between them , aſſuring her 
of the loſs of Damaſcus and of their Liberty , unleſs the Gods relieved them by ex- 
traordinary ways. He ſpent the reſt of that day in getting ſome to ſound the afteti- 
ons of the Inhabitants, and to waken their ſouls ro ſome remembrance of Loyalty, 
and courage againſt the Garriſon which ſold them baſely to their Enemies ; but 
they anſwered thoſe that ſollicited them, ſo faintly, that my Maſter could-do nothi 
more for that time but deteſt the poorneſs of their ſpirits, and deplore Darixe his mil 
fortune, and the Captivity of ſo many noble perſons as would be involved in the ta- 
king of that Town. 

The next day at ſun-riſing all the Forces were in arms by the Governors order,who 
ſetting Guards upon the ſpoyle, that he mighr deliver it entire into A/exaxders hand, 
caus'd the Gates to be opened that he might go out to meet Parmenio who was not a» 
bove ten or twelve furlongs fromthe Town, then it was that my Prince ſeeing all loſt, 
reſolv'd to hazard all , and making his armes be put on, and mine likewiſe, he got on 
horſeback, and being followed by me alone, went to the great Market-place , where 
the Aſſembly was made , and whether by the Governours command the Ladies were 
already brought; as he paſs'd through the ſtreets he cryed out to thoſe he met, 4h! 
Syrians heretofore the prop and honour of the Crown of Perlia: Giddy people | whither run 
you ? conſider What a Prince you forſake, and to What Tyranny you ſubmit your ſetves : 
He ſaid ſomething elſe ro them in paſſing by , but thoſe faint-hearted and affrighted 
ſouls, gave no eare to his incitements, but ran on blindly to their captivity, as the only 
means to avoid death , the fear whereof had wholly ſeized them ; when he was come 
into the Market-place which he found full of armed men , and that by the meeting of 
the Ladies (already priſoners) his anger was rais'd to the extremity : People of Da- 
maſcus (cryed he) poor people, blinded by the perſwaſions of a Traytor, ſtay , hearken ro 
the ſon of a King that ſpeaks to you, and will die with you; what terrour ha's ſeized yomt 
whar loſſes have weakened you? are not your Walls ſtill as ſtrong as ever? are not your For- 
ces ſtill on foot? ſee whither you precipitate your ſelves, and by What baſeneſs you are going 
to proſtitute your wives and daughters to the snſolency of the Macedonians ; you go 10 
fetch them in your ſelves, thoſe happie Conqueronrs, and without coſting them one drop of 
blood you Will bring them into your houſes, and into your beds, never conſidering What you 
owe unto your King, What you owe unto your Families, and What unto your ſelves > 308 
£0 t0 offer your hands to the ſhackles that are already prepared for you, but Wilt not vouch- 
ſafe to emyloy them for the conſervation of your Honour , of your Liberties, and fitr- 
chance alſo of your lives. And you (faid he to thoſe whom he judg'd the moſt conſide- 
rable) you men of Honour, whem the cotvardiſe of theſe miſerable Wretches Wanld burie 
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in their ruins, think_yet #pon your ſelves, and reſolve either to dic with me, who Will die for 


your defence, or oppoſe the treachery of thoſe that have ſo untvorthily ſold you. 


Theſe exhortations did but very little good , and of all that great number of men, 
there was none but young 1/ionexs, Artabaſus his ſon, Ariſtogiron, Dropides , and Le- 
vertes, Athenians; Per fippits, Onomaſtorides, Omains, and Callicratides, Lacedemonians; 
who preferring a glorious death betore a ſhamefull captivity, joyn'd themſelves unto 
my Maſter, with thoſe few men he went to meet the Governor, who advertiſed of the 
endeavours he uſed againſt him, came to oppoſe them with all his Troops. As ſoon 
as Oroondates faw him ; What? Artaban (cryed he) #« it then in good earneſt that thou 
berrayeſt thy Prince, thy friends, and thine own honour , and that no conſideration can diſ- 
[Wade thee from that infamous reſolution? Artaban looking ſcornfully upon him : © Scy- 
* thian (faid he) retire, and do not longer exaſperate my goodneſs which permits thee 
* this retreat, unleſs thou wilt die for the quarrel of the King of Perſia, having quit- 
* ted the ſervice of thine own. 

Ah diſloyal wretch (reply*d my Prince) 1 muſt die once, and I Will never receive fa- 
vour froma Traytor. Attheſe words , his eyes ſparkling fire through the beaver of 
his Helmet, he cook a dart out of Ariſtogitons hand, and rayſing himſelf upon his ſtir- 
rups, flung it with all his force at Arraban : that treacherous man by ducking down | 
his head, avoided the blow,and the dart thrown by fo powerfull a hand, ſtruck through 
ewo inen, who fell inſtantly among the horſes feet. Oroondares mad that he had miſt 
his aim , drawes outhis ſword _ falls in after Arraban, who had already crouded 
himſelf amongſt his men, to eſcape the death that threatned him, and while he fierce- 
ly perſiſted to make a paſlage to him , his horſe was killed with an infinit number of 
blowes, andfell ſo ſuddenly, that my Maſter having neither had the leaſure , nor the 
thought to diſengage himſelf from his ſtirrups,, lay under him oppreſſed with his 
weight, and at the mercy of his enemies : 1 would have run in to him, but thatT had 
the very ſame miſchance , and then it was that my Prince had certainly loſt his life 
with a thouſand wounds, if Artaban thinking he ſhould better his conditions, by de- 
livering him alive to Alexander . had not forbidden to kill him, but made him be dif- 
arm'd and ty'd, with thoſe that had accompanied him, who indeed reſiſted gallantly, 
but were at laſt fain to yeild to numbers, and followed my Princes condition as they 
bad done his brave reſolution. | X 

Orcondates when he ſaw himſelf bound, turn'd his eyes on all fides, and ſeeing Rox- 
azaand Barſina near him, Ladies (cry*d he) we run the (ame fortune, and We all yeild to 

that of Alexander; hecould fay butthoſe few words to them in the Choller thar 
tranſported him, fearing he might do ſomerhing misbeſeeming his ordinary moderati- 
en; the Ladies look'd upon him with a very ſenſible grief, yet mingled with ſome 
kinde of joy, for ſeeing him out of a danger , wherein they had deſpaired of his life 
eArtaban cauſing him to be ſet upona horſe, with his legs tyed under the belly ;: an 
his hands bound behind him , cleft the hearts of all that beheld him with pitty, and 
putting the ſpoyl, and the Garriſon into the'order which your ſoldiers found them in, 
went with us inthis equipage unto Parmenis. 

I will ſay nothing of his reception, nor of the order that Parmenio took about the 
ſpoy!, you know thole paſſages better then Ido, and not being willing to entertain 
you with any thing but my Maſters life, I will only tell you that Parmenio having re- 
ceived the Ladies, and the more confiderable priſoners very civilly, and put both an- 
der ſtrong Guards, Artabaz preſented my Maſter to him. Parmenio conſidered him 
intentively, and much taken with his gracefull faſhion, asked the Governour for whar 
crime he had fo tyed that handſom. young man; my Prince preventing Ar tabar's an- 
wer ; Let himrell you the Traytar that he ts (faid he to Parmenio) awd by a trae relati- 
wn, oblige you to give me the puniſments that ave' ane to me, and' him the recompence he 

deſerves. bY 

P armenio who truly was very generous , was exceedingly pkaſed with my Maſters 
confidence, and hearing all that had paſs'd fram Artabar's own month, he no ſooner 
knew the truth, but looking upon the Governour with contempt; 7 do mor wonder(laid 
he to-him) char you puniſh attions which are ſo-contrary to your humonr ; and I —_— 
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think.t ſtrange that Darius with ſo many millions of men, defends his Eſtates ſo ill , ſince 
vertue us ſo unworthily handled in them ; bat the Macedonians Who are your Maſters, dy 
reverence it in another manner, and inſtead of Fetters which you give it» preſent it with 
Crownes which it better deſerves: Art theſe words turning toward my Prince, he com- 
manded him to be unbound, declaring him free, and giving him power to chuſe which 
party he liked beſt. My Maſter received that tavour withour pride , or meannels of 
ſpirit, and having asked the ſame for me , with great civility received arms which Par. 
menia cauſed to be given him, 

But Artaban extreamly vext at his liberty, and fruſtrated of the recompence which 
he expected from Alexander for delivering him, or rather running to meet his deſtiny, 
Sir(faid he , addreſſing himſelf ro Parmenioj think Well what you do, it i not Darius 
his friend whom you ſet at liberty ; but Alexanders mortal Enemy , he that wounded him 
ar:the battel of 1ſſus, and who by a ſolemn Oarh ha's engaged himſelf to carry hu head 
#nto Darius: My Maſter looking upon him with an eye ot indignation, *Ah! perfideous 
* fellow (cry'd he)is it poſſible thou ſhould'ſt open thy mouth 1n the preſence of a ge. 
*nerous man, and that having branded thy ſelf by an infidelity without example, thou 
* ſhould'ſt before him condemn ſuch aRions as his vertue makes him to approve? Ar- 
taban emboldened by Parmenio's preſence , near whom he believ'd himſelf in ſafety, 
made this reply. In preferriag the party of Alexander before that of Darius , 1 only 
geild unto the (onqueror, and follow the pleaſure of the Gods , who will have all the earth 
ſubmir it ſelf to that great man ; but thou in forſaking before me, and without neceſſiry, 
thine own party, and the ſervice of thine own King, diaſt commit a treaſon without excuſe, 
and in contratling a feigned friendſhip with Prince Artaxerxes to ſacrifice him , and car. 
ry him to the ſlaughter among thine own Conntreymen , where thy ſelf gave him his laſt 
Wornds, thou art guilty of a double perfidionſneſſe , which never any former age could pa- 
rallell. 

I am not able, Sir, to repreſent to you my Princes fury, you may gueſs it when I tell 
you, that the remembrance of Arraxerxcs waken'd it felf ſo powerfully in him, and 
made him ſo ſenſible of theſe reproaches, that he loſt the uſe both of ſpeechand rea- 
ſon, and tranſported with rage , never conſidered that he was before Parmenio whoſe 

riſoner he was, nor that he was without all hope of any afliſtance that could ſecure 

im; but drawing out his ſword , flew inſtantly at Artabaz , not being able to bring 
forth one diſtint word, The Traytor grew ſtraightway pale at that obiect, and caſt- 
ing himſelf behind Parzenis, and the reſt there preſent, ſtrove to avoid that death 
which he ſaw before his eyes. But Oroondares even beſides himſelf with grief and 
rage, and not finding any obſtacle able to ſtop ſo juſt a fury , made himſelf way a- 
mong all thoſe that Rocket him , and with his ſword clearing his paſſage to that diſ- 
loyall man, ran bim twice through the body, in the face of rwenty thouſand men, who 
had not the power to hinder him, the villain fell upon the earth , and with his blood 
vomited out his baſe and faithleſs ſoul. 

After this execution ,  Oroondates laying aſide all anger,and recovering his former 
temper, turned toward Parmenio, and putting up his ſword into the ſcabbord , ſaid to 
him with a ſetled countenance, Great Parmenio, ow chart Darius and 1 areboth reven- 
ged, diſpoſe of my deſtiny with the Gods, Irefuſe nor your ſhackles, being free from thoſe of 
this Traytor, and 1 Without trouble. offer theſe hands to you, Which bave puniſhed his per- 
fidionſneſſe,and Which Were inſtruments in the want of reſpett I have ſhewed you. Parmenio 
more aſtoniſh'd then I can expreſs, ey'd him often from head to foot , with an admi- 
ring look, and with inward motions full of irreſolution ; this ation of my Prince's, 
' wherein he had ſhewn o little regard or conſideration of him, after ſo late and fo hi 
an obligation, exaſperated him infinitely againſt him, and made him incline to his de- 
ſtruction : and on the other (ide, that rare generoſity which he had in one day teſtif- 
ed by ſo many gallant effeds , together with the grace wherewith he accompanied and 
authorized all he did, ſtifled his firſt reſentments , and made his interefts yeild inſenſi- 
bly to theaffeion and eſteem that he had for him : but withall making reflexion up- 
on Artabans words concerning his oath againſt the life of Alexander , and judging by 
ſo boldan execution , what ſuch a perſon was capable of , he feared he ſhould fail 
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in duty to his King, if he ſhould preſerve him ſo conſiderable an Enemy : ia the end 
his perplexity being a little over, * Whotoever thou art (ſaid he) thou deſerveſt either 
© death or liberty ; but the Gods forbid I ſhould give death ro fo valiant a man, ot 
* liberty to ſo dangerous an enemy of Alexanders; if the Gods had rais'd him up 
© but two more ſuch, he might give over the hope of his Conqueſts,and Darims might 
* recover that of getting up again into the Throne of his Predeceſſors. At theſe 
words he gave him into the cuſtody of his moſt truſty ſoldiers, charging them to 
uſe him well, and tobe anſwerable for him, upon peril of their lives. 

Diſloyal Artaban was puniſhed on this manner , his body remaining a prey to 
Vultures, and his head (as we have learnt ſince) was cut off by a Perſscan,and ſent to 
Darius, who by that fight receiv'd ſome eaſe in his misfortunes. Parmenio after having 
put a Gariſon into Damaſcns,and given ſuch orders as were neceſlary for the Province, 
took his way toward Afarathon, which Alexander had beſieged, and where hee knew 
he ſhould finde himyet. We arrived there in four days, and Parmenio leaving the 
priſoners under ſtrong guards, went to preſent his duty to his King, 

After he had given him an account of the ſtately ſpoils he brought him, he made men- 
tion of my Maſter, and extolled his generoſity in ſuch tearms, as made him better ſa- 
tified with the taking of him, then with that of Damaſcus,and all Darixs his wealth; 
and advertiſing him of the deſign hee had againſt his lite, according to what hee had 
heard from Artaban, and what he had teſtifhed himſelf in the laſt Battrtel , whereof 
Alexander yet bore the marks, he gave him a greater apprehenſion of him alone, then 
he had of all the Ferfia# Armies, All theſe conſiderations made him deſire to ſee him, 
but, Sir,it is not neceſſary to repeat that to you which paſs'd between them, you were 
without queſtion preſent, and that encounter was memorable enough for you to have 
ſti]! preſerv'd the remembrance of it. 

Lyſimachus ſeeing that Araxes made a ſtop, ſaid to him, I was at that timeabſent 
from the King, and AMeleager, Polypercon, and my ſelf,were by his command gone to- 
ward the Ifle of Arada, which pur it ſelf into our hands without refiſtance:an1 though 
1 have ſince been told ſomething of it, *twas with ſo much confuſion and uncertainty, 
that you will oblige me very much, by purſuing _ recital without interruption. 

Since you defire it (replyed Araxes) Vle tell you that Parmenio, knowing the 
Kings pleaſure, caus'd my Maſter to be brought into his preſence; he was not bound, 
but without arms, and ſo well guarded,that it was impoſſible for him to make eſcape; 
Aſſoon as ever he vvas before Alexander, the gracefulnefſe of his perſon produced 
its uſual effefs, and as vve judg'd by the actions of that King , drew his admiration, 
and more reſpect then the greatneſſle of his fortune,ſuffer'd him to ſhow to other met : 
vwherher it vvere the Majeſty of fis countenance, or the relation he had heard of him, 
or that vvhich he had felt himſelf in the Bartel, vvhich caus'd him to ſer that value on 
him. h 

My Prince was then but in the twentieth year of his age ; yet his ſtature vvas alrea- 
dy ſo advantageous, that hee vvas taller then Alexander by almoſt the head, and ir 
vas form'd vvith ſo exa& proportion,and accompanied vvith fo great a vivacity in his 
eyes,and ſo marvellous a grace in his behaviour, and in all his ations, that hee vvas 
conſidered by thoſe that vvere preſent asa very extraordinary petfon ; and his out- 
ſide eaſily perſwaded them to give belief to the report that already ran of his vertue, 
and the greatnefſe of his courage. Oroondares did not ſalute Alexander with that 
low ſubmiflion vvhich hee afterward exated , nor with a fawning humilicy vvhich 
might have ſeem'd to beg favour from him that had an abſolute power ; neither did 
he affe& an uncivil and unſeaſonavble pride; but keeping himſelf in a juſt moderation, 
he paid him yvhat he belieyd he owed, in perfect liberty, to aman of his quality , fa- 
mous by the conſideration of ſo many Victories. 

Alexander receiv'd him courteouſly; and having look'd twice or thrice attentively 
upon him : Ts ir poſſible (ſaid he) that you are that valiant man, that did ſo many ex- 
ploits in the Battel of Iſſus, and whom [ encountred with ſo little advantage to niy ſolf, 
that I yet bear wery troubleſome marks of it ? Oreondates obliged ts Alexander for the 
praiſes he gave him, anſwered very modeſtly , * I did fo ſmall a matter in that _ 
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* tel, that but for the cowardiſe of choſe of my party, my actions vvould not have 
© been taken notice of, and the glory | receiv'd by them, is onely that I turn'd not my 
© back, till I had tryed the valour 4 a man vvho had put three hundred thouſand ty 
* flight. | 

- "oY vvas extreamly pleas'd vvith this modeſt, confident anſwer , and look- 
ing upon Hepheſt:on and Prolomens, he by his approbation of it, obliged them to expreſs 
the like, and then turning toward my Maſter ; Zat is it trwe, (ſaid he) that you have a 
particular deſigne upon my life,and that you are one of thoſe whom the hope of a thouſand 
talents has made to promiſe my head unto Darius ? Though my Prince ſeem'd offend- 
ed at thatqueſtion, as I found by the colour that came up into his face, hee replyed 
vvithout being moved, © The hope of a thouſand Talents, nor that ot a thouſand 
* Empires,ſhall never make me undertake any thing but what honour and vertue ſhall 
* command ; but the conſideration of what I owe unto Darizs, ſhall make mee al. 
* ways attempt both againſt you, and = all his enemies, whatſoever a vertuous 
* King can deſire from a friend, againſt the Uſurpers of his Dominions, and the Perſe. 
* cutors of his life. 

This anſwer netled Alexander; but it alſo fill d him vvith admiration and eſteem 
of my Prince, and caus'd him to reply, J1f Darius had had many friends like you, 1 
ſhould perchance have been ſtill on the far ſide of the Granicus ; but if he had any one of 
mine un hu power, and that he ſhould hear ſuch a Declaration from hu mouth, I believe hee 
Would put him to death, and | ond his life by the lfſe of ſo dangerous an enemy. *If 
* you have the ſame fear, (anſwered Oroondates, without being Ganed) you have the 
* ſame power.and | have ſtill the ſame intention. Alexander more ſurpris'd then be- 
fore,remain'd a long time ere he ſpake again, ſhowing an unreſolvedneſſe in his coun- 
tenance, while all that ſtood by,waited impatiently for the ſucceſle of this adventure 
and 1 aſſure my ſelf, that the moſt vertuous of his friends , though they would have 
been very glad to ſecurethe life of their Prince by the death of one of his enemies, had 
already fo much inclination to him, that they could not have ſeen his withour dif- 
content; for my part 1 confeſle 1 was afraid for him, and trembled in the expeQation 
of ſo uncertain an event. 

But in the end, Alexander after he had long held his eyes fixt upon the ground, tur- 
ned them on a ſudden upon my Maſters face, and riſing from a chair, where he had 
ſtill continued fitting, becauſe of the wound in his thigh, he ſaid, rouching him with 

" hishand ; whoſoever thou art, Greek, or Perſian, Prince , or private man , 1 know 
\ thee to be too generom,and too gallant, to attempt againſt my life by ways contrary tover- 

tue, and I account my ſelf ſtrong enough to defend it whenſoever thou ſhalt aſſault it a 
a man of honour ; 1 Will not ſecure it , the loſſe of thine, but will endeavour to make 
thee ſhare the danger , when the advantage ſhall bee ſhared between us. I there 
fore leave thee thy life and thy liberty, which from henceforward thou mayeſt employ for 
Darius. 71 fear thee not enough, to endeavonr to Win thee ta u4,after ſuch a Declaration 
as thou haſt made ; neither do 1 deſpiſe thee ſo much, but that if I could now With he- 
nour, I would prefer thy friendſbip before the beſt Province of Aſia. Go thy way When 
thou pleaſeſt, and if thou beeſt at the Battel, make thy ſelf known,and remember thy brave 
reſolution, there it is that we will fight for my head, and there, (more handſomely, then 1 
ſhould now) I may endeavour to take {atisfatt.on for the wound thou gaveſt me. 

If my Maſters magnanimity pleaſed Alexander , that of Alexander ſo deeply 
wrought npon my Princes keart, that it took away all the hatred he had againſt him; 
or if there yet remain'd any reſentment in him, *twas leſſe for Darizs his loſſes, and 
for the Captivity of his Miſtreſs, then for the grief he ſuffered by ſeeing himſelf 0- 
vercome in generofity. And indeed he has ſince confels'd to me, that he had ſeldom 
receiv'd a more ſenſible one ; and at that time,he by the diſcontent that appeared in 
his face, did viſibly enough expreſle the trouble he felt for that occaſion ; anſwering 
Alexander only with theſe vvords, in aſadder tone then he vvas commonly wont to 
ſpeak: * *Tis now that I deplore Darims his fortune, and that I hold his Empire loſt, 
$ by the anger of the Gods, {ince they have rais'd him up an enemy, that wins hearts 
* as well as battels. Heſaid nd more, bur taking leave of 4/ex.a»der, hee refuſed 
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the Preſents he offer'd him, except Horſes and Arms for himſelf and me, which hee 
received at laſt in exchange of thoſe that had been taken from him. He alſo took 
his Equipage again, which Alexander caus'd to be reſtored to him entire, and conten- 
ted himſelf with the ſafe condu he gave him, refuſing the Convoy which he offe- 
red, to bring him in ſafety to any of the Towns that were yet in Dariz his poſſeſſi- 
on. Thus parted thoſe two gallant men,keeping in their hearts ſuch an eſteem for 
one another, as by theſe paſſages you may well _— 

Araxes was in this part of his Relation, when he was intreated by Lyſmach, 
to £0 into Oroondates his Chamber, to make his excuſes,if he ſaw him not that mor- 
ning, and to alledge unto him the impatiency hee had to legrn the remainder of his 
life. Araxes did as he deſired; and ſeeing his Maſter vvas reaſonably well, hee came 
back to Lyſimachws, and fitting down again in his chair, at his requeſt, he continu- 
ed his Relation on this manner. 


The End of the Third Book, 
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ROONDATES having parted thus from Alexander , cartied a- 

way with him fo high an eſteem of his vertue, and conceiv'd ſo true ari 

affetionto his magnanimity, that he gave over all deſignes againſt his 

life, or at leaſt took a ſtrong reſolution never to aſſault him, bur at the 

head of his Army , and when he ſhould be forc'd to it, either by the 

conſideration of his honour, or by that of the ſafety of Darizs, and of his Princeſs ; 

nor vvas it vvithout a moſt ſenſible diſpleaſure,to ſee himſelf croſs'd in his intentions 

by obligations of ſuch a nature. Burt that high vertue which he loved,and reverenced 

even inflis very enemies, would not ſuffer him ſtill ro continue them , and would 

have made him more vvillingly conſent to his own deſtruction,therrto that of ſo gene- 
rous an adverſary. 

Then it was that he wiſh'd the poſſeſſton of his Fathers Crown, to difpute vvith 
him upon equal tearms, both for Empire and Vertue ; but neither did the hamour 
of his Father permit him ſuch a hope during his life, nor his affection ro Srarira ſuf+ 
fer him to forſake Perſja, no nor ſo much as to leave the Camp where ſhe was derai- 
ned. When vve were out of fight of Alexanders Tents, my Prince turning tc- 
ward me, Araxes, (ſaid he) now it 5 that all our induſtry Will be neceſſary,and though 
we be habituated in Perſia to live amongſt our Entmies,We have need now of a more then 
ordinary Warineſſe : We muſt change both our names and habits; and the better to a» 
void the knowledge of thoſe that may have obſerv*d my face, you muſt paſſe for my Mas 
fer, and ſtudy to att that part rkilfully ; by rhat means we may live among _ Mace- 

M onians 


$2 CASSAN DRAMA. Parr 1, 


donians with more ſafety, and perchance the Gods Will facilitate me ſome way to ſee my 
Princeſs, and to proenre her deliverance. | 

After theſe vvords, having given me ſome other inſtructions , we were come quite 
through the Camp of the Macedonians, and finding a Wood very commodious for our 
pes. he commanded Cloaths of the Macedonian faſhion to be taken out of. his 
Sumpter, which he had caus'd to be made exprelly at Damaſcus; for before Arta- 
bar's treachery broke out, believing that Siege would keep him ſo long, that he ſhould 
not be able to meet Mythranesin Alexanders Camp,according to appointment, he fur- 
nifhed bimſelf vviththoſe habits , with a deſign, if Dari: his Embaſly ſhould take 
no effeF, to diſguiſe himſelf with them as he now intended , and attempt ſome way 
to procure his Princeſſes liberty. We having ' them on, he commanded mee to 
take ſuch Jewels and Money, as were of eaſieſt carriage, and keeping onely his two 
Scythian ſervants, who were apparelled in the ſame faftionto attend us , he gave or- 
der to the reſt to goe with all his other things to Babylon or Perſepolis, and to expet 
news of him near Darius, to whom he wrote Letters, which hee delivered to them 
with Alexanders Paſs-port, that they might make uſe of it, in caſe it ſhould bee 
neceſſary for them, to paſſe withthe more aſſurance : having diſpatch'd them with 
full directions, we got on horſe-back again,and return'd to the Camp, where we arri- 
ved juſt when Marathon had newly furrendred it felf, and that the King was making 
his entry into it ; we retired to a quarter as private, and as far from the King's,as we 
could conveniently finde; and my Maſter having ſhowed me a place where I ſhould 
come to him again, ſent me into the Camp to hearken after Darizs his Ambaſſador, 
Bnt having ſought him long in vain, I learn'd that he had had his audience, and was 
Fone away very well ſatisfied, having obtain'd nothing from Alexander , but very 
ſharp Letters, which he had written to Dari. 

I afterward inform'd my ſelf cunningly, and without ſeeming to have any deſign, 
concerning the Queens, the Princeſles, and the other Ladies that were priſoners, and 
I learnt they were all under the cuſtody of Philoras, and Nicanor, Parmenio's ſors, 
that they were waited on with all manner of reſpe& and civility, and that of all the 
things befitting their quality, they wanted not any elſe but liberty ; they were guar- 
ded with ſo much care, that it was almoſt impoſſible to ſee them, and that thoſe that 
had been taken at Damaſcus, as Roxana, Barſina , the daughters of King Occhus, and 
the reſt, were not yet vvith the firſt, as the King had commanded; but that they 
all were kept fo retired from the commerce, or frequentation of men, whether Perſ- 
ans or Macedonians, that they were not ſo much as ſeen,except by very few. 

I brought back this news unto my Prince, who was exceedingly well ſatisfied at the 
uſage they received,and very much troubled at the difficulty of ſeeing them; he reſgl- 
ved nevertheleſſe not to leave the Army, hoping that the Heavens would ſuffer him 
ſome favourable occaſion. | 

The next day the Army march'd from Marathon, and entred into Phenicia ; wee 
followed them all that Journey,my Maſter making me ſtill go firſt, and doing me ſuch 
ſervices before company, as hindred ſuch as ſaw us from taking notice of him. Our 
ſtay among the Macedonians was much facilitated by the liberty which Alexander 
gave to all perſons to retire amongſt them, and the welcome that both Perſians and 
other Nations received, who came in daily, and of whom his Army was already in 
you part compoſed. The very firſt days march,we ſaw the Queens and the Prince 

es paſſe by in their Chariots, they were all in black, and wearing a habit ſuitable to 

their preſent condition, drew tears from the eyes of all that conſidered them ; but 
the acceſſeto their Chariots was forbidden by ſo great a number of Guards , thatit 
was neceſſary to be ſatisfied with looking on them, without expeRing any other ad- 
vantage. 

My Maſter was ready to die for being limited onely to the fight, and almoſt loſing 
the remembrance of his reſolution, was even upon the point to make himſelf known, 
and ruine himſelf, The ſecond day we ſaw Hepheſtson, Perdiccas, and your ſelf, Sir, 
riding by the Chariots, and entertaining the Queens and Princeſſes ; you were I re- 
member upon a white Horſe, which you made go ſo gracefully before the Ladies,that 

it 
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itmoved us to ask your name,and thoſe of the two other Lords, © The third day -wee 
had no more favourable ſucceſſe, nor in all the reſt of the March, till. we came- to- $y- 
den, where Alexander reſolv'd to make ſome ſtay,as well by reaſon of the fairnefle of 
the Town,as to depoſe Srraro, and pur another in his place. + [7 
My Maſter dying with impatiency, paſs'd all the nights near the Queens Tents' or 
Lodgings, to watch ſome opportunity to ſee them, and to, make/ himſelf knbwn to 
them, but it was impoſſible for him to tinde any: 1 indeed had. obſerr'd the 'Eu- 
nuch Tyres, but we could never.finde an opportunity to ſpeak- with him in- private. 
The fift day after our arrivalat Sydon, we ſaw them goe out of the Town; -and with 
their Guards, take the way towards the Garden of Abdolominus, that name is ſuffici- 
ently known to you, and the beauty of that Garden, which that good Man, (whoſe 
fortune within a few days after was fo ſtrange) kept trimmed: with. an extraqrdinary 
care, Thoſe illuſtrious priſoners found ſo much delight in walking there, as they 
got leave to be deſired of the King,that they, might go thither again ——_ 
the abode they were to make in Sydon ; which being granted ,. and the Princeſſes pai- 
ſing almoſt noday without ſeeking that diverſion there, which they were then capable 
of : Oroondates thought he might by that means obtain what was with ſo much ſtrict 
neſſe forbidden bim. ben? 9% 4: 6 EO at 
To that end: he went very early one morning to Abdelominus, and being inſtrutted 
in his poverty, he atfirſt coming preſented hinr with Gold,and Jewels, and» conjared 
him by the nioſt ardent prayers his paſſion couldinvent, to give him admitrance-into 
his Garden, and that if he could poſſibly he would not ſuffer him to be put out of icall 
that day. Abdelominus having conſidered the grace, and winning faſhion, where- 
with he made his ſuit, let himfelt be overcome with his intreaties ; and refuſing his 
Preſents, Whoſocever you are(laid he) you know me but littlegsf you believ'd your vithes 
could doe any thing With me z .. my Trees are dearerito me;then all treaſures, and my Gar= 
den furniſhes me with enough to ſaticfie my ambition z ' but if you aſſure mee that you have 
10 4ll intent, as your counrenance mould eaſily perſwade me,lle grant you yonr defregthough * 
it be moſt expreſly forbidden.; neither ſhall 1 believe I offend rhe Gods, in diſobeying' thoſe 
to whom they have not made me be born a ſubjett, to oblige a min of ſo good preſence, and 
who makes Ls requeſt with ſo handfome a grace: - © | | 130 200777 
* My Prince proteſted to him that his intehtionwas no other, then to ſee(if ke'could 
* poſſibly) one of his ſiſters, who'had been taken with the Priticeſs S:4tira; tiwhom 
*ſhe had the honour to belong; and that if he night obtain that contentmjentby*his 
* favour, he would endeavour to requite it þy hisſeryices, ſince he faw his vertuemade 
* him deſpiſe the Gold and Jewels which he prefented to him. | ''The good 'iman-rbu- 
ched with that winning carriage which gainh'd the heart of all-rhe world;” and appro- 
ving ſo commendable a deſign, did not only giant what he demanded, but alſo: offe- 
red him his houſe, the retreat whereof might be:commodiousfor him dutingithe ftay 
Alexander ſhould make in S:don and havingforced him to accept that c ie; he 
brought us himſelf into the Garden, where he lett us, after having ſhewed utprivar 
Walks,Grots, and ſecret Arbors where we might: hide'our ſelves intinie oÞ meed;”'!: 
It is not neceſſary for mee to deſcribe the-heauty of a place which yout have 6ften 
ſeen; for my part I was of opinion, that the Gardens of Zebatana, thoughtleywere 
more coſtly,and artificially adorn'd, were bgt little more delightful: yer noy/Maſter 
not ſo much as regarding the pleafantnefle of it, waited there forthe arvivaſi ofthe 
Ladies, with an unſpeakable impatience, and pals'd part of the:day in anianquietiieſs 
that cannot be imagined. In the end we were not deceiv'd of our expetation;" and 
when he-begari almoſt to deſpair of it, we:ſaw the ſo much long'd'fot perſbiisappear. 
Alexander had/always had that reſpe&t for them,that he ſuffered nor any body:ts-come 
into their Chambers, nor int their converfations, withour bein: introduced by-their 
own pleaſure, leaving them thoſe marks. of Royalty, even inaheir ſervitude; : This 


Priviledge was vety convenient for us,for aſſoon as they were come in wich -the:Ladies 
of their Fraine, and ſome Eunuchs of their Houſe, the door was ſhut-again 3+ the 
Guards contented themſelyes with incompaſling the Garden;, and: hindringall kinde 
of perſons from going in or out, without order from Njcaves, 'who had tliat hg 
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that day. It is very difficult for me to expreſle unto you the inward motions of 0: 
y oondates at the fight of his Princeſſe,he trembled with love and joy;and was upon the 
point to have gone and.caſt himſelf inſtantly at her feer, and have diſcovered himſelf 
to all the Ladies ; but upon better conſideration, hee deſired to do it with lefle ſut. 
priſe, ad watch'd for ſome occaſion to ſhow himſelf to Srarira alone, ratchet theh to 
them alrogether ; which preſented it ſelf within a little while,and as lucky a one 4s be 
could have wiſh'd..We were in a very cloſe Arbor,yet from it we might ſee the gate of 
the Garden, and know all that was done -in it, without being perceiv'd.  Wee' ſaw 
theLadies part ſevetal ways,according to their different inclinations : the Queehs be- 
ganto walk in a broad Alley, which went along the ſide of a little Stream. :'The 
Priricelle Pariſatrs, with Apamia and Arfence, Artabaſas his daughters;and ſiſter; t» 
Barfina, withdrew inco an Arbour,and the Princeſle Srariya, making a great Cuſhion 
to be carrjed by Cledze the deareſt of her Maids of Honbur, walked toward a Grot 
where there was 4 pleaſing Fountain, My Prince having feen her paſſe by,gave her:rhe 
leifure'ts retire 4s ſhe intended, and a while after _ through a covered Ally,which 
led unſeen unro that Grrot. Hee gave me leave to follow him, and going ſoftly, 'and 
without noiſe,we came unto the entry of it. My Maſter trembling with love and re. 
ſpe, was even like a loſt man, but he was much more ſo when drawing near his Ptin- 
cefſe, he ſaw het laid along by the edge of the Fountain,and already faln aſleep upon 
the Cuſhion which Cleore had brought her. {7eone to let her take her reſt, was gone 
out of the Grot,anil walk'd gathering flowers in places from whence ſhe could n& 
diſcover us. Orodxdates drew near Statira ſo tranſported, that he hardly knew whert 
he was,and ſeeing. herftaſt aſleep, he kneeled on the pround, and began to look upoh 
her in ſuch an extahe ascannot be expreſs'd to you but by him that felt it. Then it was 
that numberleſs different-choughts aſſaulted him, and that he was ſeiſed with a greater 
apprehenſion then ever he had had in-any battel : he feared that his Miſtreſs by to long 
anabſence, might have bletted him out of herremembrance ; that her minde might 
have receiv'd ſome impreflion diſadvantageous to him, and favourable to ſome other 
that-having only lov'd him.to obey her brother,ſhe might believe her ſelf diſ-engaged 
by his death from continuing thoſe proofs of her obedience ; or that after the miſs 
fortune of ſo _—_ a loſle,it might bee thought a crime in him , to appear alive before 
her whoſe laſt parting wotds ——_— fo ſtrict a command upon him, to be care- 
ful.6f that charge : -thefe appre ris tormented him in ſuch a manner, thatth 
were eaſily to be read-in his eyes and countenance, and made him fear to waken her, 
leſt perchance her mouth ſhould.give him.proofs of a misfortune, which hee was comt 
to ſeek ſo far,and with ſo much pains and hazard. His Princeſs was laid upon her ſide, 
leaning her head upon one of herarms;arid-the other negligently ſtrerch'd our apdn 
her thigh, Her beauty, though grief had abated ſomething of her fleſh, and of the nvws 
city: of :her colour, wasalready come to-perfetion; her neck was half uncoverek 
arid her {leeve being a little turn'd up,ſhewed part of an arm, to whoſe whiteneſs ſnow 
was but-a mean comparifon ; the blackneſs of her habit did ſer it off with the greavet 
luſtre; and her hair which was of the fame colour, playing by the help of a genitk 
wind upon ſo much of her cheeks as appeated unto our ſight, difcovered the delicate- 
neſs of her complexion fo well by that oppoſition, that Ivory and.Ebony: were nevet 
better/match'd together.' Her eyes though cloſed, had left free paſſage to ſome tears 
which ſtealing along her cheek, ran down to her mouth,where they ended their cour, 
6 GONG place that was able to equall the beauty of the ſources from whence they 
owed, HOW OS 1RERTAS, F240 and bale 901 v 

I could not forbear making this little Deſcription to you, (though -nnſeaſonable, 
and ne way proper in-our affliction) ' wheh 1 remembred the time my:Maſter ſpent'in 
conlideting her, which wis indeed fo long, that I feared, he by bisvwn-fanlr, woald 
loſe the fair opporttinity-the Gods had ſent him, He: cook notice of -it hin\ſetf'' 
laſt; -and-tecoveringa little courage,after two or three deep fighs, which be could-m% 
poſſibly retain, he bowed his head gently down to ſteal 'a kiſs of thofe tempting rt 
bies, but the firſt touch of eliem ſtruck him into ſuch a raptare , that -nor conſideri 
what he did; he faſten'd his lips upon.them with fo much ardour, thar his very 
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was all at his mouth, and had like to have ſtsIln from him in chat exceſs of love and 
contentment. The Princeſs wakei'd by fo cloſe and paſſionate a touch, arid ſeeing 
her ſelf in a mans arms, ſhe, who though a Captive, had never feen any approach 
her but with ſuch reſpects as ate paid unto Divinines, was ſerſed in ſuch a manner, that 
ſhe could not expreſs how much ſhe was ſurpris'd and frighted any other way then 
by a loud crying out ; but when ſhe ſtarted up to defend het {lf againſt the violence 
of that enemy, and that ſhe had fix'd her eyes upon Orvondates his face, whoſe memo- 
ry was always preſent with her, ahd ro whoſe ſuppoſed death ſhe gave thoſe tears, 
wherewith her cheeks vvere then bedewed, her aſtoniſhment turrn'd into a cold ſhie- 
vering, vvhich deptived all her ſenſes of their funtion, and made her after a ſecond 
oy. fall ſtretch'd out in his arms, without any fign of life. My Maſter quite be- 
fides himſelf, and tranſported with his paſſion, prefs'd her betweetr his arms, bent her 
forward, and ww het face with his tears, took kiſſes which had never been permit- 
red him with ſo mach liberty, not had he ever ventured on them with ſo much bold- 
neſs. - In the friean time I Repping to the Fountain, and ſeting how little help ſhe 
receivedfrom my Maſter, caſt water ſeveral times upon her face ; but ſhe was in ſo 
deep a ſwoun, that ſhe came not to her ſelf 5 and we werein an affliction bard to: be 
expreſ®d, when Clrore drawn by the Priticefſes cry, camerunning frighted to us; 
atid at the ſatnie time through another Ally the Ptinceſs Parifarn, Apamin, Arinve,and 
many other Ladies. Imake you judge, Sir, of their aſtoniſhment and fear,” both for 
the Princeſs whom they ſaw in a ſwour,or dead in the armPof. two ſtrange men, and 
for themſelves whom the cond::i0n of their preſent fottune made apprehenſive of e- 
very thing : they began already to ſend forth cryes , which, vyould in the end have 
been over-heard by their Guards, when I riſing up, and leaying my Maſter intent a- 
bout an employment which cheir coming made him not fc  addreſs'd my ſelf un- 
to them,and diſcovering my face which was not unknown to them, Ladies, ( ſaid 1) 
you may deſtroy us; but in ruining Orontes. you loſe the man who of all the world is mnft 
affettionate to your ſervice, and who comes to die here, for no other end, but to give you 
proof of it by the loſſe of a life Which he lays down - your ſakes. 

Thefe Ladies though they were more dead then living at this accident, ceaſed their 
cryes at theſe words, and remaining immoveable, ———_ the iſſue of ſo ſtrange an 
adventure. Inthis interim Cleone kneeling ro Srariraunbuckled her robe, anCthrgw 
ſo much water in her face, that at laſt ſhe open'd her eyes :. Afſoon as ſhe begin to 
come unto her ſelf, ſhe cryed out, 14h! Orontes, and ſeeing him ſtill preſent; ſhe Was 
like to have fainttd aWay a ſecond rime. My Prince kneeld down before her, arid while 
Clone, more touragious then the reſt, held her in her arms, he-kiſs'd her hands, and 
bathed them in his tears with fo many ſobs, and broken ſighs, that ſhe being a lircle 
recovered, ventured at Jaſt to lvok upon him , and rhe reſt beroming confident dy 
her example, began to come al round about-bym. When ſhe faw ber ſelf fortified by 
the preſence of ſo many, her fear began to paſſe away, and fixing her eyes upon m 
Prince's, after having looked awhile without ſpeaking, Ar2 yon alive (laid ihe) o. 
rontes, or do 9: come after your death," to viſe Proſouersgo whom Jon were {0 deat dn- 
ying your life ? My Prince re-aſſumed by rhoſe words, and embracing her knees with 
Tudden raptures of affetion, which catnothecelated, made anſwer : *Yes,Matain, 
"I afnalive, and being only botn to live; an{to die for yoo, Leorhe ts; hve , and 
* die here at your feet, and render to you, and yours, the ſervice 1 owe to borh till 
"the laſt moment of my life. ET 

After theſe words; the Princeſs Pariſats,, and rhe Ladies: brig a fitthe Tecdled, 
came nearer to him, and my Prince kneeling to Pary/atb,; and aluting all che other 

dies with infinite civility, drew them by degrees out of. the fright they had been in, 
and fil'd them al wich as much joy as they rould receive #n theit Captivity. Stari a 
was forry my Prince had given fo many proofs df - bis paſſion beldce thoſe. {Airs but 
he who knew Darimns his pleaſure, . and who was yponthe point of makinga more ati- 
ple Declaration torhem, was not trouble at it. In the hithet titne Azve wetn to 
finde out the Queens, to prepars thetn for\this news , and ifree them from: beiky as 
much ſurpfiſed 2t it, as hey Gente had been. The amazement of thoſe moe 

rin- 


86 CASSANDRA Paxil, 


Princeſſes was not to beequalled, and not being able to credit what Arſznce ſaid, nor 
to ſtay for my Maſters coming to them, they were going to the Grot , but as they 
weat they met him, who with the whole company was coming toward them ; afſoon 
as he was near them, he fell upon his knee, and thoſe good Queens having lifted him 
up, embraced him a thouſand times, with tears of joy and affeHion, and expreſs'd all 
the kindneſs to him,which they could have ſhowed to Prince Arraxerxes, if the Gods 
had rais'd him from the dead again > ere you alive then,Orontes ? (ſaid Queen Syſi. 
gambu to him) and have the Gods preſerv*d you to be a witneſſe of our misfortunes, and 
of the rnine of poor Darius > *7'ss now indeed, you ſee us truly priſoners, and priſoners 
of a Conqueror leſſe =Y then you Were, who from the jſt minute of our being ta- 
hen, \ we 5 that liberty of your own accord, Which Alexander refwſes both to the pray- 
ers and preſents of Darius. * Madam, (replyed my Prince) the Gods have ſaved my 
© life,after a loſſe that made me hate ir, becauſe they had reſoly'd, that I ſhould nei- 
© ther keepit, nor loſe it, but for your family. 1 willingly obey them, and the pow- 
* erful inclination that has forced me from Darius, to come and die in your preſence, 
© orto employ my ſelf in your ſervice, to the laſt drop of blood that I have left. 

Darius his Queen learning by my Maſters words , that we had ſeen the King her 
husband, after having expreſs'd new favours to him, began to enquire after that good 
Prince, and Oroondates drawing the Letter he had ſent him, out of his pocket, preſen- 
ted it to them, meaning by the reading thereof to prepare them for the Diſcourſe he 
had to make. Syſgambi#took it, and after ſhe had looked upon the ſeal, which ſhe 
knew to be the King her Sons, ſhe broke it open, and read theſe words, as near as1 
canremember, 


lt. 


King Darius to Queen Siſegambis his moſt honoured Mother, 
and to Queen Statira his deareſt Wife; 


HEALTH. 


E that comes from ſaving my life, goes 10 ſavethe reſi 

of my Family, Orontes, whom the Gods bave raiſed again 

for my ſafety, goes to labour for yours, and to employ himſelf 
for your liberties, with that marvellous affe&ion, which makes 
bim to forget bis own Intereſts to think of ours. But receive bim 
ne more as Orontes, and repair by your ſubmiſſions the faults 
you bave committed. Honour in the perſon of a Prince, that ba 
ſo perfefly obliged you,that of Oroondates Prince of Scythia, 
who has drowned the hatred of bis houſe, in a friendſbip which 
is ſo adwvantag ous to you, and which amidſt all our loſſes, ought 

zo ſerve for our conſolation, Our daughter Statira, whom the 

Gods have given us for our happineſſe, 3s bis, both by the merit 

of bis ſervices, and by the word of ber F ather,and of ber King. 

Uſe him therefore as our Saviour, and as our Son,and ſince that 

after ſo many loſſes, his generoſity is ſo great, as ſtill to deſire onr al 

liance,endeavour to make it clear to him, both by your acknow- 


ledgement, and by the teſtimonies of your affeFion. 
DARIUS. 
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The Queens finiſhed the reading of this Letter with an incredible aſtoniſhment, in 
which the Princeſſes kept them company, and particularly Srarira , whoſe diſcretion 
wasto be admired , in diſſembling her joy in ſo ſudden and happy an encounter;their 
knowing of the Seal , and of Darius his own hand, hindred them from donbting in 
the leaſt manner of the truth of the Letter, but their experience of my Princes nature, 
gave them yet a ſtronger belief. They began to uſe him with more reſpe then or- 
dinary, and making appear that they expected a greater light into his affairs, by his 
own diſcourſe, they went together intoa cloſe arbour, and being ſet down upon feats 
of green turf, they deſired him to declare the truth of his life unto them ; he yeilded 
obedience to their commands , and in a few words made them an abridgment of what 
I have told you , excepting only the love of Kexana, and the proofs of affection he 
had received from Sratira.T hat Princeſs was extreamly fatisfi'd with his difcretion,and 
all the reſt amazed at the laſt adventures you heard, as well in the battel of 7s, and 
the reſcue of Dariws, as the generous paflages with Arraban, Parmenio, and Alexan- 
der. When he had ended his ſtory to the perfe& contentment of the Queens, and to 
their great admiration of his vertue , they rendred him fuch honours and civilities as 
almoſt confounded him, and expreſled their joy both for the knowledge of him, and 
of his defigne, by fuch advantageous proofs , that he thought himſelt glorioully re- 
compenced , bothfor all the pains he had nndergon;, and for thoſe which in appea- 
rance the Gods had ſtill reſerv'd for himto ſuffer. 

After many diſcourſes, Queen Sratira turning toward the Princeſs her daughter: 
Daughter (ſaid ſhe) though you Were not moved to the arknowledgement of what you 
owe Prince Oroondates by the remembrance of our obligations to him, and by an incli- 
nation from Which I believe you not exempt , and for Which no body can lawfully blame 
you; the Command of the King your Father is ſo expreſſe, and that of the © ueen my 
Mether, and mine oWvn likewiſe ſo juſt, that it is impoſſible for you to diſobey them , With- 
ont draWing the continuance of theſe misfortunes that perſecute us , moſt deſervedly wpon 
your head. Diſpoſe your ſelf thrrefore, toexecute ( aſſoon as it ſhall pleaſe the Goas to 
maks an alteration in owr Fortune) your Fathers will, andours , ſince with thepermiſſion 
of rhe Q ween my Mother, I declare that it is conformable to his. 

My Prince at fo obliging words caſt himſelf at the Queens feet, and Princeſs St 
tira, making a low obeyſancereceived the command , without anſwering otherwiſe 
then by a modeſt bluſh , wherewith her cheeks were overſpread. They then began 
tothink of the means of meeting again, and of deceiving the vigilancy of ſo many 
guards ; whereupon Oroondates told the Queens the diſcourſe he had had with A6- 
dolominus, and the offers that good man had made him of his houſe , which was with- 
inthe incloſure of the Garden ; it was reſolv'd he ſhould ſtill make uſe of that re- 
tre}, and'thar he might do it with the leſs danger , he ſhould quit his preſent habit, 
totake one more ruſtick, and leſs ſuſpicious, wherein we might paſs for workmen im- 
ploy'd to dreſs the Garden ; and they on the other fide promiſed him , thatduring 


their abode at $:doy, they would not let paſs one day,without taking their walk there, 


fince that liberry was permitted them. 
After having taken his reſolution, ſeeing it began to grow late, and fearing ſome- 


. body might come in, and ſurpriſe them together ; the good Princeſſes bad him fare- 


well, and getting up into their Chariots, were carryed back unto their Lodgings. We 
returned into Abdo/ominus his houſ,cand my Maſter having embraced him a thouſand 
times , conjured him more ardently then before, to affiſt him, and excuſe him if be 
treſpaſſed ſo far upon his pom as to accept the offers he had made him, and ſee- 
ing the good man diſpoſed to help him in his deſires , he diſcovered to him , the de- 
figne he had to diſguiſe his condition under the habit of a Gardiner , and begg'd ſo 
earneſtly of him for that employment, that he conſented to his requeſt, and furniſh'd 
us with ſuch clothes as we demanded, laying ours up for us, and allowing us to con- 
tihue in his houſe while Alexander , Or the Princeſles ſhould ſtay at Sidon. Toxars, 
and Loxcates our two Scythian ſervants kept our armes, and horſes at the Town , and 
took care to bang us meat, though Abdolominus would not bave ſuffered it , but my 
Maſter to whom his poverty was not unknown, would not put him to any p—_ 
an 
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and did all he could to perſwade him to take his preſents, which he ſtill refuſed with & 
much generoſity and greatneſs of courage, that we often judg'd him worthy of the 
tortune which befell him within a little after. 

The next day Oroondates expected the Ladies arrival in the Garden, with an impati. 
ence equall to that of the day before, true it is that his minde was much morequiet, 
and that having nothing more to overcome but eAlexanders fortune, he thought him- 
ſelf in a high degree of felicitie ; they came at the accuſtomed hour, and found him 
G_ ina plain grey ſuit , yet not unhandſom, and ſuch as did not much dimi- 
niſh the gracefull faſhion he had in his ordinary habit. Their firſt diſcourſe was of 
their affairs, and of the means that might be found for their deliverance ; but after 
they had ſtudied for that in vain , and conſidered the impoſſibilities that thwarted it at 
that preſent , they reſold to wait ſtill for the occaſions that heaven might offer them, 
and not to uſe an unſeaſonable haſte that would but ruine their deſignes,and take away 
all the facility that might be found for the future:their converſation was long upon that 
point, but the Queens judging of my Maſters impatience by their knowledge of his 
Love; and not doubting bur that after ſo long an abſence, he deſired ardently to en- 
tertain his Princeſſe , were willing to leave him alone with her, and taking their walk 
in theſe pleaſant allyes, they obliged Pari/arz: and the other Ladies to do the like;only 
(leone remained with Sratira, but I taking her by the hand, walked at a little diſtanc: 
with her, who not oppoſing my Princes happineſs, was content to afford him an entire 
liberty. 

Then it was that this paſſionate Prince, threw himſelf before his Princeſſes feet, and 
that cementing his lips to her fair hands, he entertained her with the violence of his 
affeRion, in tearms which it would be hard for me to repeat , though I have learn'd 
part of them from his own mouth. There by a deluge of tears they ſolemnized the 
death of Arraxerxes, and endeavoured to comfort one another, for a loſs which was 
equally ſenſible to them. After they had given ſome time to that remembrance, 0r0- 
ondates wiping his eyes, Madam (ſaid be) I hold certainly have died, to keep company 
with a perfon whom 7 lov'd better then my ſelf , if my faithfull Araxes , being leſs poſſeſ- 
ſed with grief had not put me in mind of what 1 owed to. you ; I confeſſe Madam [ yeilaed 
to that conſideration, and my friendſhip to Artaxerxes , nor being to be overcome but by m 
love toyou , my love got the vittory of my friendſhip , aud made me preſerve that for you, 
Which 1 had reſolvd to loſe With him , and which I ought to have loſt for him , in acquit- 
ting my ſelf better then 1 did of the charge you gave me. 

The Princeſs who had a mind to divert him from fo ſorrowfull a remembrance; 
© You have put that life (/aid fe) but in too much hazard , which I fo dearly recom- 
* mended to you ; yetſince you diſobeyed meſo ſoon., I beſeech you do ſono more; 
* if I havethe power of it, I command it you, and fince it is impoſſible for us to fetch 
© back my poor brother to life again, let us take care that he never die in our remem- 
© brance , where we will raiſe him an everlaſting monument : and in the mean time 
* revive your ſpirits as much as you can, and as our preſent condition will give you 
© leave, and knowing that all your griefsare as ſenſible to me as to your ſelf, re- 
* cover your former looks, if you will have me tinde thoſe features in your face , that 
* made me loveit. 

She pronounced theſe laſt words with ſo obliging a tone, and looked upon ny 
Prince with ſuch a piercing eye, that he fell out of one extream into another, and pal- 
ſing from grief to joy in a moment, ſuffered himſelf to be ſo tranſported with his 
paſſion, that it made him loſe part of his reſpe&, and drawing nearer his Princeſs , he 
ſurpris'd her lips with his, and ſeal'd them with ſo much ferventneſs, or rather forgot 
himTſelF with ſo much ſweetneſs, that heſeem'd as if he never would have parted from 
them, if the Princeſs had not gently thruſt him back, ſaying, 1c #5 enough Oroondates, 
abuſe not the priviledge ſo ſoon which Darius hs conſent ha's given you , and ſtir not up 
the Gods yet more againſt us, by ſeeking pleaſures while our Family u affiifted with ſo ma- 
ny loſſes, you will not be leſs ſatisfied when you ſhall know I love you by other proofs , nr 
ſhall I love you leſſe , though I urge you ſtill ro continue that reſpeft which _ pleaſe 


P 
me, and Which becomes you ſo extreamly well ; My Prince alittle aſhamed to ſee hides 
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* ſo reproved, anſwered her , © Madam your goodnels will pardon theſe tranſports, in 
* con{ideration of their cauſe which pleads excuſe for them , and I hope you will not 
© think it ſtrange that I pay my ſelf in one moment, for the pains of a whole year, 
© nor that a man grown inſolent by the approbation of the King and of the Queens, 
© emboldens himſelf to a liberty which their conſent ſeems to authorize, Not that I 
© will make uſe of it if my Princeſs be difpleaſed , for I fear much more to offeng her, 
* then that I ſhall ſtirup the Gods againſt us, by the effeRs of my pailion, andby 
© moſt innocent intentions. But Madam, oughtI to truſt my fortune, and may] eh 
© ſome appearance of reaſon believe that your favour to me will continue ever firm? 
* ought I not to tremble at the remembrance of Alexander, and fearthat that Conque- 
*ror of men may prevail alſo with the other ſex, and overcome your minde, either by 
* his fortune, by his merit, or by the power he now hath over you? That queſtion 
diſobliges me (reply'd the Princels) and if you think, me fickle enough ro yeild to any of 
thoſe conſiderations , you eſteem me but little, and by conſequence cannot love me much, 
if it be true that perfett Jove us RR upon the eſteem; of the perſon beloved ; I love you 
Oroondates, both betanſe you deſerve it very well, and becauſe I believe you love me, and 
my affeftion cannot ceaſe, ſo long as thoſe two cauſes continue, and though they ſhould both 
fail, 1 know not whether 1 ſhould have reaſon enough left ro Wean my [elf from it : Fear 
not Alexander therefore any longer, ſince neither that fortune, nor that merit Which you al- 
ledg, no nor the power he hath over me,will ever be able to ſhake the reſolution 1 have taken, 
and the promiſe I make to be never but yours, unleſſe you change your humonr firſt, and 
wnleſſe you repent your having lov'd a Captive , the Daughter of a Prince diſpoſſeſſed of 
his Eſtates, and one who hath nothing of her former quality left , except her courage. 
My Prince raviſh'd with the beginning , and deeply touch'd with the end of her dif- 
courſe: © Ah! Madam (ſaid he) do not accuſe me of a baſeneſs which 1 never can be 
* guilty of; he that feared not thedifhculties that oppoſed his firſt deſigne of ſerving 
© you, will never conſider the changes of fortune, and if for mine own Intereſt [ 
* might have been permitted to make prayers that were prejudicial to you , I ſhould 
© always have wiſh'd that the Gods had made you be born without that greatneſs , 
* which I would have rais'd you to, that I might not have obliged you to abaſe your 
* ſelf to me, nor to believe that the height of your quality gave the leaſt increaſe to a 
* paſſion, which I conceiv'd for your perſon alone ; butſince that notwithſtanding 
*you are all divine , you yet vouchſafe to ſtoop ſo low asto me , and that this great 
* difproportion hinders you not from giving me ſuch lofty hopes, the Gods are my 
* witneſſes that I envy not their condition , and that I would not change my fortune 
* with eAlcxander, no nor with the Gods themſelves. 

Beſides theſe diſcourſes they had many others, whoſe length keeps me from repea- 
ting them, and when they were fully ſatisfied by the mutual afſurances they gave of an 
eternal affedion, they thought it time to returne unto the Queens : So they weat out 
of the Arbour where they were,and having call'd us, joyn'd company with them again 
in one of the Alleys, and continued with them till they departed. | After that day the 
paſs d many others in the ſame tranquility ,, and my Maſter for that time was ſo catif 
fied with the condition of his love, that it almoſt made him forget that of 'Darixs his 
affairs, and of his Princeſſes Captivity : but within a very little after , thatcalm of 
Fortune was ſomething troubled, and it was by the arrivall of the Ladies that had 
been taken at Damaſcus , who being brought to S;dvx were putamong the reſt. My 
Prince was glad indeed at the coming of Barna, and in ſhew for that of Roxana, and 
that Princeſs to whom then both the trueaffection,and true quality of Oroondares were 
no longer unknown, for ſome days forbore her importunities, butſhe fell into them a- 
gain a while after in ſuch a manner, that ſhe. made him loſe much of the good: will, 
and eſteem he had for her, yet did he conceal her love with fo much care ,- as well to 
follow the incitements of his own vertue , which obliged him to hide the faults of 'a 
perſon who committed them only for his ſake, as becauſe he knew her wit wasable to 
croſs him in his affetion , and percance utterly to ruin it, uf he ſhould abſolutely have 
offended her. 

Inthe mean time Alexander fell in love with Barna, and as you know that new 
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paſſion made him ſee the Ladies often, whom before he viſited not at all, through an 
affected continence ; which many times had made him ſay , that the Perſian Ladies 
troubled the eyeſight, One day when they were in our Garden, and my Prince with 
them in his ordinary entertainment, the defire of ſeeing Barfina brought him thither, 
your ſelf was with him, and Hepheſt ion, Perdiccas, Leonatws, and divers others, Af- 
ſoon as ever my Princeſaw him come in, heſlunk away from the Ladies, and retired 
into a corner of the Garden, where he feign'd to bufie himſelf in a Trade wherein 
he was not very skilfull, not giving over that imployment , of all the time the King 
continued in the Garden , and every time hetook the like walks, he hid himſelf fo 
carefully that he ſuſpeRed not any body could obſerve him, In all other occaſions we 
kept our ſelves exactly upon our guards , but within a few days after we had a terrible 
fright, whereof you know the cauſe well enough , though I believe not the effect it 
wroughtin us, 

We were with Abdolominrs in his houſe two or three days after the King had been 
there, when we ſaw a great number of his Guards come in, and a man at the head of 
them who ſeem'd their Captain, I began preſently to tremble, but my fear was infi- 
nitly increaſed when Abdo/ominus advancing toward them , and asking them the cauſe 
that brought them thither; he that was the chief of chem made anſwer , we come to 
ſeek for a Prince that lies hid here, diſguiſed in a habit nothing ſuitable to his quality 
he muſt come before Alexander to whom he is not unknown, and receive from ſo ju 
a King the recompence that is due to him. Judge Sir , of my Maſters aſtoniſhment, 
then it was that he thought himſelf abſolutely loſt , and no longer doubting bur that 
ſome of Alexanaers attendants had diſcovered him in the Garden, his minde was pef- 
tered with ſeverall thoughrs, ſuitable to the condition in which he was; but he was 
quickly eafed of his apprehenſion by the ſame man who had already ſpoken, and 
who addrefling himſelf ſtill to Abdolominus ; Prince Abdolominus (ſaid he) be not 
ſtruck, with wonder, but come and receive from Alexander the Crown of your (ountrey, 
Jour vertue cannot continue longer hid, and great Hepheſtion ro whom the King he's 
left the deſpoſing of it, chuſes you among all the Sydonians, to command a people that give: 
an univerſal teſtimony of your Wiſdom and integrity ; Leave off therefore theſe clothes mit 
worthy of your preſent condition, and purting on thoſe that are appointed for yow , come 
and give thanks to Alexander and Hepheſtion, for the preſent which they make you and 
for the eſteem they have of your merit. 

Our aſtoniſhment was diffipated by theſe words, but that of Abdolominus was ſuch 
as you may imagin, he could not believe of a long time but that they mocked him,and 
when he ſaw them perſevere, he received that change of his condition as a misfortune 
ſent him from beaven , and behaved himſelf before them , and before Alexander as 
you.know.,. and asall eſa ( to whom this Story is ſo well know ) ha's highly 
publiſhed. | 

Lyſimachus interrupting eAraxes at theſe words, I was with eAlexander ( ſaid he) 
when he was brought before him,and the King after having confidered him awhile, Let 
#6 hear { {aid he) ſince we deſtine theeta a CroWn, in what manner thou haſt ſupported thy 
poverty. © I beſeech the Gods { reply'd eAbdolominis without being moved) that I may 
* ſupport the Crown with the very fame mind. This anſwer pleaſed the King ſo much, 
and he found it ſo conformable to the relation he had heard of him, that he confirmed 
Hepeſtions choice ,” 'and.added to the Territories which S:ato was wont to poſleſs, 
ſome other neighbouring Provinces, of which that good man remained peaceable King 
with a general approbation. My Prince ( reply*d Araxes ) was extream glad of his 
goodfortune, and prais'd the Gods for a ſucceſs fo marvelous, and fo full of Juſtice. 
This new King expreſſed great kindneſs to us, and made us many advantageous offers, 
favouringus in our defigne , as much as he could poſſibly ; but within a few days at- 
ter Alexander reſoly'd to: remove from $ydor, to go unto the fiege of Tyre. My 
Prince was much troubled at that reſolution which put him beſides all his convenien- 
cies, and reduced him to a neceſſity of ſeeking new intentions to ſee his Princeſs. The 
day before they were to go away, he conſulted a long time with the Queens, and ther 
laſt concluſion was, to make uſe of Barſinu's friendſhip , andfof the power ſhe had 
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. over Alexander to obtain from him,that during the Siege of Tyrehe would leave thein 


in that Town, . which was but a ſmall days Journeys from thence, Barſina was glad 
of that occaſion to ſerve them, and to free her ſelf from the diſcommodities ot the 
Army, and that very Evening being viſited by the King, ſhe ſo well repreſented to 
him, how the tenderneſſe of the Queens and Princeſles , and her own likewiſe was 
ſuch, that they were not_able to endure the want of accommodation which they 
muſt ſufter neceſſarily in that Siege ; belides how the unwholeſomeneſs of the aire 
(it being a Sea-Town) might prejudice their healths, eſpecially that of Darizs his 
Queen, who was not very wellalready, and of $i5gambis, whoſe conſtitution was 
weakned with years, that the King who truly loved her , and who likewiſe conſide- 
red, how their being there would incommode his Army, granted all ſhe deſited, and 
gave them all permiſſion to remain at S7doy, during the Siege, leaving a ſtrong par- 
ty there to guard them. The joy of the Princeſſes was incredible at this news, but 
my Maſters was far greater, ſeeing his happineſſe continue , when hee expected no- 
thing but the end of it. 

Alexander departed on this manner, and Orooxdates remain'd in his former. ſatisfa- 
Rion, and to compleat his good fortune, the Ladies having defired to lodge at Abdo- 
lominus his houſe, that they might with more liberty make ufe of the Garden, it 
was willingly granted them by Nicanor and Selexcus , in whoſe cuſtody they were 
left: Thus my Maſter, who under the habit that diſguiſed him , had free entrance 
thither, was for the moſt part with them, and then he was in an high degree of con. 
rentment z the proofs he daily receiv'd of Statira's affeftion, having rais'd him to 
ſuch a point of felicity, that except the liberty of his Princeſs. and the ſatisfaQtion 
of Darims, he had nothing more to wiſh for; true it is, that hee otten bluſh'd for 
ſhame, to fee himſclf idle, and obſcured in a habit ſo unworthy of his birth, while all 
Aſia was in arms; and conſidering himſelf in that eſtate, Araxes -(faid he often to 
me) art thox nut ſorry for my miſerable condition, and for that hard neceſſity Which for- 
ces me to att a part ſo contrary to my courage, and to rhe beginnings of my life * muſt 
T remain with my arms acroſſe, and languiſh under this mean apparel, nſing nothing but 
a pruning hook, while Alexander ſwears under his (uraſſe, and wins Empires with the 
eage of his Sword? O Gods, what a ſhame, or rather what an unjuſt conſtraint is this! 
and yet Araxes (purſued he) it 5s impoſſible for me to Congere. it, and theſe conſiderations 
of mine honour, cannot draw me from a place, where theſe of mine affetion have tyed me 


He often made theſe reflexions, and was moſt ſenſibly aflited with them ; all his 
deſigns were for the liberty of the Ladies, but though he attempted many, not any 
of them could be effeRed, and they were fo carefully guarded, that he loſt all hope 
of delivering them any other way, then by Dar his getting ſome Victory, or by the 
generoſity of. eAlexander. ' <1. 2.21] 16 * 

In that time he was exceedingly perſecated by Roxana, and that Princels . not ; bes 
ing taken off by the little ſucceſs ſhe ſaw in her love, preſs'd. him with ſo much obſti- 
nacy, thatin.the end ſhe forced him to an averſion : true. it is, that ſhe brought him 
toit by a thouſand malicious tricks, and by as many little \inventions” ſhe ſtrove to 
make ſome breach between him and his Princeſs, and yet though he theteby felt moſt 
killing diſcontents, his diſcretion was always ſuch, that he would never difcover the 
cauſe of them, and that at the price of his own repoſe, he ; preſerved a confideration 
of her, which afterward proved very hurtful to him. He often ſaw'the fair Bqr/fna, 


* and lived with her in a modeſt liberty, having found ſo much: vertne in-that Lady, 


and ſo much freedome to him, that he thought himſelf obliged to honour the'-one, 
and to acknowledg the other by all manner of proofs of. his good will : It-utas upon 
theſe foundations, that Roxana built her treachery ; 'ſhe firſt (cunningly , apid with- 
out ſeeming to have any deſign): made the Princeſs take notice of their familiarity ; 
ſhe made her obſerve the care he took to entertain her qu mer: , their kind look- 
ing at one another, and that confidence which they had not in others, and berhought 
her ſelf of ſo many little ſubtilties,all grounded upon ſome probability ,. that it the 
end ſhe made-ſome impreffion in Starira's minde, and began to perſwade ber, _ 
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ſhe who at firſt ſight had captivated the heart of Alexander the Great , might by a 
long frequentation have gain'd ſomething upon that of Oroondates. To theſe thoughts 
ſhe added the remembrance of the Journey he had made to Damaſcus, whither he 
had been careful to retire, to no other purpoſe but to ſee Barſina, and from whence 
he would not have ſtirr'd, if he had not been forced, having been carried to Alex- 
anders Camp with her, and having ſtaid there only for her conlideration. 

All theſe things which malicious Roxana blew into Statira's ears, whenſoever ſhe 
found opportunities, began to move her, and touch'd her in the end ſoſenfibly, that 
the grief of her ſoul appeared quickly in her face ; ſhe receiv'd my Prince more 
coldly then ſhe was wont, and by little and little, grew to live with him in ſuch a 
way, that not knowing what to impute that change unto, he was even ready to 
die with excefſe of ſorrow ; and deſiring to finde what it was, afſoon as might be, 
he laid hold of the firſt occaſion that offered it ſelf; nor was it hard for him to find 
one, for the liberty he had to entertain his Princeſs every day,did facilitate the means 
unto him. To that purpoſe, having met her one day in the ſame Grot, where 
he had found her aſleep, there being no body with her but Clone, to whom their 
love was not unknown, he kneeled down before ber , and ſeeing that ſhe kept her 
eyes fixt upon the ground without regarding him, he ſaid to her with ſtrange inward 
motions, accompanied by a deep ſigh, It is exceeding hard for me, Madam, to ima- 
gine the cauſe of your coldneſſe toward mee, but it us much harder for mee tobeare it 
without dying; pardon me I beſeech you, if I take the liberty to tell you , that 1 think, 
this alteration very ſtrange, and that the manner of your carriage to me for ſome fev days 
of late, has put me into torments which I cannot poſſibly nw ; if Thavetrangreſſed, 
ſentence me to death,fince the leaſt faults I can commit againſt you,deſerve not any lighter 
puniſhment ; if you have found in this miſerable man, any new defetts that were unkyown 
ro you, diſcover them to me for charities ſake, to the end 1 may either correft them, or for 
ever baniſh from your ſight, a perſon too defettive to be loved by you : but if 1 be neither 
more guilty, nor more defeftive, then 1 Was before this fatal change, make me not die with 
fo much injuſtice,and ſolittle ; po of my crime. 

He ſpoke theſe words with much action and vehemence, and the Princeſs anſwe- 
ring only by ſome tears, which it was not poſſible for her to withhold, after having 
in vainexpeRed her reply; what, Madam, (continued he) are theſe then the tears 
you give unto my dearh, after having reſolu'd upon it * Have you charity enough to 
beWwail my loſſe, and yet not leſs enough to let me know the cauſe ? 

The Princeſle at ſaſt lifting up her head, and looking upon him with an eye, which 
though full of tears, inflamed him more then ever; made anſwer without being mo- 
ved, * Orontes,Orontes, neither I am capable of change,nor you of tranſgreſling; your 
* inconſtancy is not to be blamed,ſince it makes you forlake a Captive, for the Miſtreſs 
* of her Conqueror, and of her Maſter. My Prince underſtood not the meaning of 
theſe words, and replyed in great diſtrattion ; 7 beſeech you, Madam , explain your 
ſelf better, and draw a man that u already beſides himſelf, ont of the confufson into which 
you have put him; whatſoever you intend to accuſe me of, the Gods knoW that I ams moſt 
innocent, and I expoſe my head to their loudeſt thunder, if 1 be guilty to you-in the leaft 
theught. *To love Barſina (anſwered ſhe) is not to be guilty, ſhe is truly fair and 
* lovely, yet all her good qualities cannot give you a diſpenſation for your Oaths 
* to me, nor abſolve you from the infidelity you commit againſt the daughter of Da- 
* /i4, and the ſiſter of Artaxerxes, for one of their ſubjects. Doe not change your 
© countenance, Oroxtes, (continued ſhe, turning toward my Maſter , who was quite 
* ſurpriſed, and confounded at ſo unexpected a Diſcourſe) the truth is diſcovered at 
* laſt, the cauſof your Journey to Damaſcus, and of your ſtay amongſt us is no lon- 
* ger hid, and I have found at laſt, againſt my will, that I ſerved for nothing but a pre- 
* tence , and cloak of your new affe&tion : but well, (purſued ſhe with tears in her 
: Je) follow this laſt inclination, I oppoſe not the advantage you find in this = 
* change, and though I cannot ſee it without grief unto my ſelf , yer will I fee it 
* without any reſentment that may be prejudicial to you. 

My Prince quite amazed at this adventure, and not knowing where to finde m_ 
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that could juſtife the conſtancy of his affetion, was able to doe nothing at firſt bur 
embrace her knees, and ſhed ſo many tears upon them, that by his ſighs, and the ve- 
hemency of his aQtion, ſhe began already to believe him ra innocent . and to loſe 
ſomething of her former opinion. But when he lift up his head, and that ſhowing 
her a face all drowned in tears wherein his real paſſion was too lively painted, he was 
preparing to ſay ſomthing in his own defence ; he ſaw Barſna all alone paſſing cloſe 
by the Grot, and of a ſudden, without RN his action might diſpleaſe his 
Princeſs, he ran diſtractedly to her, and drawing her by the robe unto the entry of 
the Grot, he fell down upon his knees before her, and raking her hands with an a&ti- 
on that marvelloully ſurpriſed her; Barſina, (faid he) / conjure you by the light of the 
Sun, and by the power of Orolmades,and of all the Goas that hear us,by the head of Da- 
rius, and by the memory of Memnon, to draW me ont of the Gulf, into Which you have 
precipitated me; and to declare before the face of Heaven, and of thoſe Gods I have in- 
voked, if ever by any of my words, or by any of my ations, I have expreſs d any affettion 
to you, and if ever either here, or at Damaſcus, or at Perſepolis, 7 have liv'd with you 
in any other faſhion,then I might have done with mine own ſiſter. 

Theſe words pronounced with a tone quite extraordinary, did ſo ſurpriſe Barſina, 
that of a long time ſhe could not anſwer,and when ſhe had a little recovered that deep 
aſtoniſhmennt, ' Prince Oroondates, (ſaid ſhe) I know not why you require ſuch a de- 
' claration from me ; but whatſoever you may ſuffer for my conſiderauon, I proteſt 
* to you by the ſame Gods you mentioned, that I am moſt innocent, and declare be- 
* fore the Princeſs, that I never received , nor pretended to any of thoſe things from 
*you, Which are due to her alone, and which I deſire to yeild her while I live. 

Although Sratira by her countenance, witneſſed the amazement this ation cauſed 
in her, yet was ſhe very well ſatisfied with it, and not being able to attribute that in- 
diſcretion (in a man whom ſhe had always known moſt diſcreet) to any thing but the 
violence of his paſſion ; ſhe began to fall a little from her jealouſie , and to ſuffer 
Oroondates, who was now a little ſettled, to perfe the —— of her, by the aſ- 
liſtance of Barſina, who repreſenting unto her the little probability there was in her 
ſuſpitions, and the advantages the Gods had given her, above her, as well in beauty,as 
in deſcent, left not any mark at all of the impreſſions ſhe had received, and when ſhe 
found ſhe was cured of them, and that ſhe learn'd from her mouth, how much Rex- 
«1a had contributed to them, * It muſt neceſſarily be (continued ſhe) thatthis ma- 


* *licious woman either loves Oroondates, or hates us ; but, Madam,lend her your ear 


*no more, and believe that *ris not without ſome intereſt ſhe takes fo great care to 
© makea difference between you. 

My Maſter bluſh'd at thoſe words, but he diſcovered nothing of Roxanz's affei- 
on, and importunities ; and addreſling himſelf to Statira, Madam, (faid he) the 
Gods without doubt have rais'd her up,to keep me from loſing the IP of my ſelf, in 
the happineſſe to which 1 am exalted, by the favour you have done me ; bat ſince by ano- 
ther of the ſame nature, you draw me out of the graue, which ſhe had prepared for me, 
I conjure you not to hearken to her any more, to my diſadvantage, and never to f1 him 
of infideliry, who can never poſſibly be guilty of it. *© And I ( added Barfina) for my 
* part, if I were handſome enough to give you juſt cauſe of jealouſte , I proteſt to 
"you, that aſſoon as ever I had my liberty, I wotld retire, and deprive my ſelf for 
* ever "uy Oroondates his fight, though I value both his company, and his perſon very 

much. 

The Princeſs aſhamed of what had happen'd, asked pardon of them both , and 
caſting her arm about Barſina's neck, conjured her earneſtly to forget it. In this 
manner they were reconciled, and my Prince grew thereby more ſatisfied then be- 
fore, in the aſſurance of being loved by his Princeſs. This little accident ſerv'd to 
make him diſtruſt Roxana; and from thence forward, hee avoided her as much 
as poſſibly he could; and liv'd with Statira, in better intelligence then ever, ſhe 
_— open'd her eyes, andconſidered the little reaſon ſhe had in her fuſpi- 

ons. 
But ſome few days after, Alexander wearied with the length of the Sy of 
Jre 
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Tyre, came to refreſh himſelf a little at $;doz ; it was believ'd to be for Barſins's ſake, 
and perchance that was his firſt intention : but ineffeR that day he ſpoke to Princeſs 
Statira, and which is more, ſpoke to her of love. The Princeſs wi1o !.ad ever 
been made to fear that misfortune, anſwered him with much modeſty, and conſide- 
red the condition ſhe was reduced to, without forgetting the quality of her birth, 
The next day he entertain'd her with the ſame Diſcourſe, and before they parted, he 
made her know, that he was really in love with her. She conceal'd not the truth of 
their converſation from che Queen her mother, nor from Syſigambis, Pariſatis, and 
her companions : But ſhe aiſcovered nothing of it at that time unto my Prince, be- 
lieving that the knowledge thereof would afflit him, and that eexander's paſſion 
might vaniſh as ſuddenly as it was come, without my Maſters hearing any thing, of 
what could not chuſe but be moſt unpleaſing to him. But Roxana did not the ſame; 
and contriving new kinds of malice upon this occaſion, two days after Alexander was 
gone back, ſhe came to my Maſter in an Ally of the Garden, and took her cime 
well, that notwithſtanding all the care he uſed to avoid her,yet was it impoſtible for 
him to get away. Tox fly from me, Oroondates,(ſaid ſhe, coming nearer to him ) and 
you follow thoſe that fly you, or at leaſt theſe that deceive you, and deſpiſe you. See what 
it is not to know how to take your aim better, a Lady of meaner quality then the Prin. 
ceſſe of Perſia is unworthy of your affettion ; but alſo a Prince of leſſe power then A 
lexander i #nworthy of the Princeſſe of Perſia's. I always told you that Statira was net 
for you ; but that pride you have ever had, made you mock, at my prediftions. I an 
now alittle ſatisfied, fince I am revenged; and if generoſity would ſuffer mee to maky 
ſport with anothers unhappineſſe, 1 ſhould now have a fair occaſion to bee even with 
on. 
: Oroondates heard theſe reproaches patiently, and waited the end of them with 4 
marvellous coldneſs, though he was already touch'd with a deadly apprehenſion; 
and when ſhe had done ſpeaking, © Well, Roxana, (ſaid he) whither do all theſe re- 
* proaches tend, and with what new misfortunes, or what new affliftions doe you 
* mock me? Ah the inſenſible man) (replyed Roxana cunningly ) Oh the Fhiloſe 
pher | how well he kyows which Way to take a reſolution in hw croſſes, and to bear the aſ- 
faults of Fortune with an equal tountenance ! do not diſſemble, Oroondates, or do ny 
fain a conſtancy, of which I judg you nor to be capable ; you are mortally ſtrucken , anl 
if you have lov'd as truly, as you deſired I ſhould believe , you Will have much adoe 
ear thu loſe. 

Though my Prince knew that young Lady was full of ſubtilty, yet was he troubled 
at this Diſcourſe, and croſſing his arms upon his breaſt; * Bur, Roxana, (ſaid he to 
* her) will you tell me nothing elf ? . har, (replyed Roxana) would you have me then 
believe, that you alone are ignorant of What 1s unknown to no body elſe, and that you only 
have not heard of Statira's fortune ; you I ſay,that have more intereſt in it, then all the 
that know it? *T have indeed ſo much intereſt in it, (anſwered my Prince ) that it 
© ſhall ever be the maker of mine; bur I have heard nothing yet to perſwade me ſhe 
* is changed. How ? (ſaid Roxana) do you not think, her happy then, in having efft- 
Fed her deſign, as ſhe has done, to make Alexander in love With her, and in having wa 
the heart of that great man ſo much, by the induſtry, Which ſhe, and the Queens have 
uſed for that purpoſe, that he us diſpoſed to marry her within a few days, and by that 
alliance to reſtore peace unto Perlia, and that ſplendor unto rhe family of Darius whichit 
has loſt ? . 

My Maſter at firſt knew the malice of Roxana, but when he made reflezion upon 4- 
lexandeys Journey to Sidon, and that he remembred he had ſeen. him ſpeak often to 

Statira, which he had never done before, he began to fear part of what ſhe fſaid,and 
anſwered her with an un-aſfured voice, * Madam,by your malicious talk, you hae 
* already been like to ruine me ; I know not what your deſign is , and though” you 
* ſhould ſend me to my grave, I am ignorant what ſatisfaRion you can draw from M 
* death : this you fay is not only. unknown to me, but you muſt pardon meif I t 
*you, it is your own invention, and that Sratira will never uſe any induſtry. to-make 
* any body love her, ſhe who is ſogenerally beloved by all thoſe that know her, and 
*W 
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*who can win the heart, not only of e4:x.424er, bur of all men living without crou- 
© ble, and without uſing any artifice. Though Roxana felr her ſelf ſtung with thoſe 
words, yet did ſhe anſwer without being moved ; Tor may believe what you pleaſe of 
it ; but be it as it will, you ſhould never have heard this news from my month , if thoſe 
affairs were in rearms of being concealed ; you may lears the truth of the firſt you mecr, 
ard of Statira her ſelf, who will not be able to diſſemble it much longer from you. 

At theſe words ſhe left him in ſuch a confuſion of thoughts, that he knew not where 
he was, he fate down upon a ſeat hard by him, and calling to minde all thoſe things 
that could confirm, what Roxana had ſaid, he fell into a mortal agony : trueit is,that 
his knowledge of her malice,and the late proofs ſhe had given of it in a buſineſs of 
the ſame nature, kept him a little from the deſpair which threatned him ; he paſt the 
reſt of that day in ſtrange diſquiets, and the next appear'd fo ſad , and look'd fo ill, 
that he was ſcarcely to Fe known ; he walKk'd in the moſt retired Alleys, and Sratira 
who was troubled to be ſo long without ſeeing him, ſought him at laſt her ſelf, being 
attended by none but (cone, and having gone over almoſt all the Garden, ſhe found 
him laid along, cloſe by a ſtream that ran thorow ir, his belly toward the ground,and 
his head leaning upon both his hands, down which ran tears that fell into the water. 
The Princeſs ſeeing him in that condition, hearing him ſigh two or three times,made 
a ſtop uncertain what to doe,while my Maſter, not thinking himſelf over-heard by a- 
ny body, and not being able to retain his thoughts. 7r is roo mach, great Gods , (ſaid 
he) it 35 roo mach; and if my misfortune be true, you onght not to have prolong'd my 
life by ſmch extraordinary ways, to tear it away from me aow by one more extraordinary; 
but [ominned he) he ſhall not long enjoy this glorious conqueſt , and that generoſity 
which diverted the anger of an enemy, ſhall not ſtop the fury of a rival. Hehad taid 
more if his reſtleſneſs would have ſuffered him to continue long in the ſame poſture, 
and if tarning upon one ſide, he had nor perceiv'd the Princeſs, who hearken'd to him; 
he was aſhamed to have been ſurpriſed in that manner, and wiping his eyes, he aroſe, 
and bowed to the Princeſs with ſo ſad a face, that ſhe read part of his forcow in it, bur 
not deſiring to be free from any that he felt, fJow ow Orontes,(faid ſhe to him)whar 
new diſaſter afflifts you, and what ought I to fear by thoſe tears 7 ſee you ſhed , by that 
ſadneſſe I obſerve in your looks, and by thoſe words I heard you ſpeak ? 

My Prince conſtraining himſelf exceedingly, to make anſwer, * Madam, (ſaid he) 
*that Alexander loves you, is an effe& of the Al merit that forced me to do fo ; bur 
*that by your care you ſhould win him to it, and that to gain his heart, you ſhould 
* uſe an induſtry unworthy of your ſelf , is a thing which deſtroys the proteſtations 
*you have made me, and takes away a life which you were once pleas'd to deſire I 
*\hould preſerve. The Princeſs ſurpris'd at this Diſcourſe, and touch'd with pity, 
replyed in offering him her hand, That Alexander /oves me is a thing moſt difficult for 
me to hinder, but that 1 ſhould ſeek. his love, or ever conſent to 1t While 1 live, 15 a thing 
you cannot ſay without offending me, and which you cannot have from any body but Ro- 
xana. *Iris true, (anſwered Oroondares) Roxana gave me the firſt hint of it, but fince 
* fo many things have confirm'd it,that I am but too well inſtruQed in 1t, to have any 
* quiet, or rather to have any life. 

Statira looking upon him with a more chearful countenance, and with an eye able 
to drive away all fear replyed, 1 ever doubred, that thar malicious creature wonld take 


. Cccaſion from what is paſt, to trouble our contentment , but dear Oroondates, 1 wiſh 


the Gods you invoked the other day for yonrr juſtification, would make me periſh before your 
eyes, uf ever you had more canſe, then at this very time to be (atisfied with my affettion. 1 
confeſſe Alexander has talk'd to me of love, whether it ge to divert himſelf , or that 
perhaps he be truly in love with me; but if his Courtſhip has wrought any effeft upon 
me,and if I receiv'd it from him any otherWiſe, thea as from the dak oyer of our family, 1 
defire to ſuffer all the torments which Oroſmades inflicts upon th perjur dſouts; true 
t i, I conceal'd it from yort alone, as the perſon whoſe quiet was conſiderable to mee, 
and to whoſe quiet 1 thought it moſt prejudicial ; but dear Ofdondates , doe not fear 
this rival, and receive yet once again the promiſe 1 make you, thar ſo long as I believe 7 
have joy affeftion, neither Alexander, nor any other man but your ſelf, jhall have the 
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leaſt part of mine; and that no reaſon of State, ſhall ever make me violate the ſaith 1 
give you, and which I will preſerve unto my grave. O Gods | What a ſtrange condition 
is that of lovers, and how ſubjeft it is to ſudden and marvellous viciſſitudes, A minute 
before theſe words, my Prince deſired nothing but death, and now he falls out of an 
exceſs of grief, into an exceſs of joy, which 1s notimaginable, he inſtantly recovers 
his former livelineſs, and deteſting the malice of Roxana, imprinted a thouſand 
kiſſes upon the fair hands of his admired Princeſs, with tranſports,and raptures, that 
are incredible. 

Thus was his minde quickly cured again, and Roxana deceived in the projet ſhe 
had to advance her own affairs by that means. From that time forward, they both 
began to hate her, and reſolv'd not onely never to give credit to her words any more, 
but not ſo much as to have any communication with her , they did according to this 
determination, and four or five days after, my Prince having mer her, and deliring 
utterly to break with her ; Madam, (faid he) your plot has not taken effett, and the 
Gods have hitherto preſerv'd us from your malice 3 but if you think to win a hearth 
ſuch extraordinary ways, and ſo contrary to thoſe that 1r. commonly pratliſed tc gain 
aſfeftion, I give you notice that you are infinitely deceived ; and as 1 open'd my minae to 

ou at Damaſcus, with all manner of freedome, I do ſo now again, with the very ſame, 
and tell you plainly, whether I will or no, that it is impoſſible for me to love you; *r:5 nu 
Wirhout confreinins my humour very much, that I rell you this trmth ; and that 1 con 
jnre you to let him be quiet, whom you have been already like to ſend nnto his grave. He 
ſaid not to hear her anſwer, but going away, with a low reſpe&t, left her in ſuch a 
confuſion as you may imagine, and from that day avoided her converſation fo dil 
gently, that he was no more importuned by her. 

Two days after the Princeſs meeting him, and taking him into an Arbour, * Oroox- 
* dates, ſaid ſhe, I will let you ſee how exact I am in my promiſes, and how carefully 
* I will labour for your contentment; my new ſervant is not cooled fince his depar- 
© ture ; 1 have juſt now receiv'd a Letter from him, which here I bring you, and to 
* which I deſire that you your ſelf would make the Anſwer , if you think fit 
* ſhould write any; fſayinglo, ſhe gave him a paper, and my Prince having open'd it, 
*found theſe words. 


_—— > ——— 
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King ALEXANDER to the Princeſle 
STATIR A. 


He Conqueror of your K ing dome, lets himſelf be conquered 

by you alone, and you alone hawe been able to doe, what all 
Alia bath attempted in vain. 1 deliver up my Arms fair Prin 
ceſſe, and take more glory inmy defeat, then I have taken in al 
my victories; but uſe not that with cruelty,which you have ob- 
taind with juſtice, and deal not with him as an Enemy, who de- 
clares himſelf your Captive, 


ALEXANDER. 


My Prince was exceedingly troubled at this perſeverance of Alexander's, and from 
the very beginning foteſaw thoſe misfortunes,which have ſince befaln him; he judgd 
it not convenient for her to exaſperate him,in the condition ſhe was in, leſt ſhe ſhoul 
bring upon her ſelf the indignation of a Conqueror, and of a Maſter; and thatther- 
fore ſhe was obliged to return an anſwer ; ſhe would have had him diQate her La 
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but he excuſed himſelf, and remirted that care to her own diſcretion, and the prudetrice 


of the Queens, ſo having asked their advice and agreed with them, ſhe anſwered him 
in theſe tearms. 


The Princeſe STATIRA to King ALEXANDER. 
oy | 'HE quality you give me, ſuits ſo lictle with the con- 
c 


dition I am reduced to, thac it is almoſt impoſlible for 
*meto keep them both ; you are ſtill unconquered,and ſhall 
*ever be invincible, unlefſe you be overcome with other arms 
*then mine; the fortune of our houſe having confin'd my 
*eycs to no other employment, but only to weep for the deſo- 
*Jation of ir, will not ſuffer me to make uſe of them, to any 
' other purpoſe, nor to acknowledge you for other then my 


Conqueror, and my Maſter,fince | am really your priſoner, 
ST AT IRA. 


The Princeſs ſent this Letter by him, that had brought eAMlexanders,and within two 
days after ſhe receiv'd another, whereof as I remember theſe are the words. 


King ALEXANDER to the Princeſle STATIRA. 


T# E Maximes of Lowe,are ſo different from thoſe of Warre, 


that the condition of a priſoner, and that of the Miftreſſe of 
my beart , are not incompatible, you need not keep them long to- 


gether, but may quickly looſe the former, if you pleaſe 10 accept 
the latter : Tf you conſent, we will make an exchange , aud if you 


diſdain not the paſſion of a King that dies for love of you, I'le 
quickly pay the ranſome of your liberty by that of 
: ALEXANDER. 


The Princeſs by the advice of the Queens return'd him this ſecond anſwer. 
The Princeſs STATIRA to King AL EXANDER: 


©T'IS but to divert your ſelf from the toils of War,that you 
* 2 ſpendtime in entertaining y our Captives,I will ſtil pre- 
* ſerve that title, acknowledging my ſelf unworthy of that 
* which my misfortune forbids me to accepr,and I ſhall never 
*delire my liberty, but with the freedome of the Queens, and 
' the happineſs of Darizs ; the honour you doe me ſhall not 
' make me forget my miſeries, nor take from me the remem- 
*brance of what is due to Alexander the Great, from the un- 
*fortunate STATIR A. 
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I know not whether Alexanders ambition was at that time ſtronger then his love,and 
that he would not engage himſelf further by Letters to reſtore the priſoners to liber. 
ty, and peace to Darize his Eſtates ; or whether ſome other reaſon diflwaded him, 
but the Princeſs received no mote of them wlule we ſtaid at Sion; and niy Maſter 
very well ſatisfied with his ſilence and coldneſs, did yet for ſome time freely enjoy 
all the contentments whereof his ſoul was capable. 

But fortune grew weary of favouring him fo long , and the taking of Tyre, quick- 
ly rob'd him of thoſe delights, which he taſted unleaſonably , while all Aſia was in 
mourning. That ſtately Town was taken, as you know, after a ſeaven months ſiege, 
and Alexanders Forces which he left at $idon, receiv'd order to come to joyn with the 
reſt,” and bring up the priſoners. Judge Sir , of my poor Princes trouble, and ima. 
gin that he was intinitely ſenſible of it, though he had already prepared himſelf for 
that change. He bewailed thoſe good Princeſſes, who were going to ſuffer the in- 
commodities of an Army , true it is that they were accuſtomed to them witl; 7 im, 
and that with Alex.:2der they were but little worſe accommodated ;* for indeed the 
King had taken care to bave them uſed like Queens, continuing their houſhold ſer- 
vants about them, and endeavouring to make them bear the misfortune of their con- 
dition, by the noble uſage they received ; they never heard a rude orunbcſeeming 
word, norever ſaw any body but ſuch as rendred them all the reſpeas they could have 
required from Dariz his own Subje@s; but Sir, I forgot to whom I ſpake, you knoy 
more of this then 1 do, and I am confident were not ignorant of many things I hae 
related to. you. 

Toproceed, I will tell you that my Prince was ina ſtrange irreſolution , he could 
net reſolve to forſake his Princeſle, and to leave her a prey to Alexanders pattion; bur 
on the other ſide he knew no means to ſee her as he had done, and though the Gods 
ſhould have offered him a ſecond opportunity as favourable as the former, his know. 
ledge of Roxana's malice, would not ſuffer him longer to hope for any ſafety ſo nexr 
Alexander : and he fear'd with ſome appearance of reaſon , rhat her unquiet ſpint, 
infinitely exaſperated againſt him, would inthe end Cifcover all his practiſes tothe 
King, and flie to all extremities, rather then ſuffer any calm in that happineſs, which 
ſhe often had openly diſturbed. Beſides (and that reaſon was indeed the ſtrongeſt) 
the noiſe of arms awaken'd him , and as eAchilles beheld himſelf with ſhame among 
the daughters of Lycomedes, while all Greece was running to the Siege of Troy, he 
contemned the life he led , while all the world was fighting, and while Darius was al 
ready inthe Field, to recover what he bad loſt, or to decide the Empire of e4ſ;a by 4 
final battel. This laſt conſideration made him reſolve upon a cruel parting,and knowing 
that Darius was near Babylon,with the Army he had ſet on foot, he purpos'd to go bad 
to him again, and to run his fortune in whar part of the world ſoever he ſhould fight; 
having art laſt concluded it, after a very fore conflict with himſelf , he communicatel 
his intention to the Queens and Princeſles , they did all they poſſibly could tokeey 
him longer with them, but havingalledged to them the conſiderations that forced him 
to depart,and particularly that of his honour, and of the ſervice he owed unto Dari, 
he inthe end madethem conſent to it, It is impoſſible for me to tell you their ſad A- 
dieus; imagin to your ſelfall that ſorrow can produce in hearts like theyrs, for ſo crw- 
el a ſeparation, and you may conceive a ſmall part of what they felt: the Queens 
embraced him a thouſand times, Pariſatis and Barſina gave him a thouſand teſtimo- 
nies of their trouble , and of their affe&tion : but his Princeſs was like to die indeed 
when he. took his laſt leave of her. She held him a great while in her arms , drown 
ing him in tears, which flowed from her eyes as two ever-ſtreaming ſources, ſhe 
ſpoke the kindeſt:, tender'ſt wordsto him , that Love and grief could pur into het 
mouth., and brought him into ſuch a condition , that nothing but his tears bore wits 
neſs thar there wasſtill ſome little life in him, When ſhe was upon the point to get 
upinto her Chariot, to obey the cruel Ordinance of the Conqueror , embracing him, 
and kifling him for the laſt rime, Farewell Orooadares (aid ſhe) remember always thu 
poor Priſoner, and be as exatt in the obſerving of your promiſes, as all the world ſhall ſet 
me reſulute to die, rather then break. that which I have given you: *And you Madam(e 
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* ply'd my Prince) never forget your faithfull 0-00xdares, and to fave his life, which he 
* will employ only in your ſervice, reſiſt Alexander: affetion,; and defenid him from 
Roxana's malice. 

They departed in this manner to go to Tyre, and from thence to Gaza, which Alex-. 
avder was preparing to beſiege; Good King eAbdolominus was very lorry for their 
going away, but he would needs detain my Maſter two dayslonger , as well t6 enjoy 
his company, as to ſtay for a Paſsport from eAlexander, without which he would bave 
found it very dithcult to get to Babylon eAbdolomians procured it as for a friend of his, 
and till it came, expreſſed all the endearments to my Prince, he could any way invent, 
giving him ſo many proofs of his affetion, that being extreamly obliged to his kind 
freedom , and moſt aſſured of his ſincerity , he in part diſcovered to him his qualitie, 
and the paſlages of his life: but he was ſtrangely ſurpris'd when at the return of him 
that had been ſent to eA/exander, he faw with him a page whom he knew to be Roxa- 
nas, he wasa little troubled at it. but not to appear utterly uncivil he heard his Meſ- 
fage , and receiv'd a Letter which ſhe writto him; having open'dit, he found init a 
Bracelet of hair delicately wrought , and folded up; and drawing anevil omen from 
that Preſent, he read alſo words to this effeR. | 


_ — _— —— — — —— _ 
———_— — — 


The Prin 
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celle ROXAN A To the Prince of Scythia. 


] | Ow great ſoever the rigour you have ſhewed me is, I can- 
| not imagin your beart ſo hard, and ſavage as you diſſemble 
it; the wildneſſe of your Countrey |may well bave comributed 
ſomething towards that harſhneſſe you expreſſe , but I aſſure my 
ſelf, your deſire to pleaſe another , is almoſt the only cauſe of it. 
Give it over from benceforth Oroondates , and with it the hope 
of poſſeſſrng one who already thinks no more of you,, and to whom 
the Gods have deftin d a higher fortune. For my part, Ithink 
it not handfom in you to diſdain that I have already offered you, 
and my belief that you will acknowledge your fault at loft , makes 
me ſiill continue the remembrance of you, and perſwades me to 
ſend you this Bracelet of my bair, which you will keep tenderly 
if you be wiſe, and if youthink your ſelf worthy of the fa- 
VoRnrs of 
RoxaNa. 

Oroondates was ſo amazed at this liberty, or rather at this impudency of Roxana,that 
he knew not what judgement to make of it : © O Gods! ſaid he , hath this woman 
*loſt her wits, or if ſhe perſiſt ſtill in the deſigne of gaining an affe&tion, does ſhe ſo 
* littrle underſtand the way? See here Araxes (continued he, ſhewing me the Letter) 
*in what terms ſhe writes, and do but mark if they ſeem not choſen' purpoſely to abuſe 
*me, and to make her felf be hated ; but ſhe ſhall recerve ſinall ſatisfaction by it, and 
*if ſhe will force a Letter from me, to play me ſome new trick with Sratira , ſhe ſhall 


be ſure to ſee nothing init to her own a _—_ : inthis humour he caJl'd for paper, 
and following his firſt inclinations, he wrote to her to this purpoſe. 
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OROONDATES To ROXANA. 


* T F you were of opinion that I diſſembled,you were not at 

<< all deceived; | diddiſiemble I confeſle in my comply- 
« ance to you, but I diſſemble not in my paſſion for one more 
© loyely then you are ; you have indeed made me forſake a 
« place, which your importunities made me hate. | leave 
« you therefore, but I leave you without any trouble, and 
© without any deſigne to advantage my ſelf, either by your re- 
<* membrance, or by your favours ; I obtain'd them with to9 
© much caſe to value them, and becauſe the Preſents of Ene- 
« mics are always fatal, I ſend youback your Bracelet, and re- 
«© tainnothing of you , that can trouble the repoſe of 


OroOONDATES. 


My Prince wrote this Letter againſt his humour , and againſt the reſpe& he had e- 
ver born to Ladies ; but _ much diſpleaſed with Roxana , and judging that ſhe 
had written to him in ſuch diſobliging terms, with ſome malicious deſigne , he meant 
to thwart her intentions by an anſwer, from which ſhe might not be able to draw any 
advantage in caſe ſhe would make uſe of it againſt him; that was it that made him 
write on that manner, though he hath ſince repented himſelf ſufficiently , and havi 
ſealed up the Bracelet with his Letter, in another paper he delivered it to the Page, = 
ſent him back to his Ladie. The next day he took leave of Abdolominus, and thay 
good man at his departure, made him all the kind profefeſſions , and all the obligin 
offers he could hope for from a perfect friend ; my Prince return'd him thanks wi 
much civilitie , and great acknowledgement of his favours , and could not part from 
him without ſome addition to the ſorrow, which oppreſſed him already for his ſepara- 
tion from Statira. 

Thus it was that we went from Sidon, and taking our way toward Babylon, we haſt. 
ed on with great days Journeys, ſtaying as little any where as we could poſſibly : Our 
Macedonian habits, and Alexanders Paſsport favoured us much in the Territories of 
his Conqueſt ; but aſſoon as we had paſſed them , we put on our Perſian ones again, 
and travelled with the more facilitie in thoſe Countreys that were yet under Dariu 
his obedience. I ſhould loſe time, if Iſhould tell you the particulars of our Voyage 
in which we had no memorable encounter , beſides, we made fo little ſtay in the pla- 
ces where we paſled, that we obſerved not the diverſities of them ; at laſt we arrived 
near to Babylon, and having paſſed the Tygrz, we found the whole field between that 
River and the other of Exphrates covered with ſo many thouſand men , that we were 
in a greater admiration then ever of Dar: bis power , who after ſo great loſſes, was 
able yet to raiſe ſo great recruits. 

True it is that he uſed his utmoſt endeavours to make theſe lateſt Levies, and that 
beſides the Batrians, the Zogdians , and the Indians , he had likewiſe drawn into his 
pay ſome of the Scyrhians , that inhabitin Aſa on this ſide of Mount Imaus, who 
notwithſtanding the enmity of their Kings, had offered to ſerve him againſt the Com- 
mon Enemy of eAjia: My Maſter having paſs'd through all theſe Forces , came to 
the Gates of Babyloz , and to make ſhort, entred into the Palace where the King at 
that time made his abode : all thoſe to whom he made himſelf known as he went by, 
welcomed him with gladneſs , rendring him ſuch honours as they thought due unto 
his merit, and the newes of his arrival which ran from one to another , being ar laſt 


brought 


= a BP Mk RV =<« a NÞ — 


—— 


OY W cu HW -v - - - a 


PIER — AM SS Ja Ac <4 8 Acad "X#c«d!>S a\þ K« A _  Kac@ 


* a” tm IRS OY AG & wr FY TS * 


iS (> +» ke. 1+_CÞ, 


W 4 ww WOT cy 


r* 


_ ww 


or 


BookIV. CASSANDRA. t61 


brought unto Darius , the good King ſurpriſed with a joythat cannot be imagined 
came out to meet him with all the Lords that were then about lum : He found lim on 
the top of the Stairs , and my Prince kneeling upon one knee to ſalute him , King, 
raiſed him up with fo many dear and tender expreſſions, that his affection to him dit- 
covered itſelf moſt viſibly by thoſe proofs , ' and by the tears which fell down his 
cheeks for joy. Ay ſon ( laid he holding him in hisarms) may I 'betieue my eyev, that 
I ſee you again, and can it be that fortune having forſaken me, ſhould ſtill leave me the con- 
ſelation 1 look, for ' from you? Great Oroſmades [purſued he, tookingup toiheaven ) 
if the ruine of my hawſe be inevitable, haſten it not jo faſt but that I may bave feafure to 
[atisfie ſome part of what 1 owe this Prince. | t 44.2413 (bs 

+ Sir (reply dmy Maſter) lamtoo glorioully fatisfied by the honour you do me,:and 
* though I ſhould dieat your feet; I could never acquit my ſelf: of thoſe favours 1 
*have received of your Majeſtie,, I come hither to ſeek the occaſions of it ,' and: ]for- 
* fake the glory to which your goodneſs had raiſed me , for that of running the ſame 
© fortune with you. After ſome other paſſages of the like nature , the King gave time 
to the Princes and Lords of his attendance , to-welcom him in their curns ; they did it 
with exceſs of civilitie, and Prince Oxyartes, Mazzts Governor of that Countreyand 
Lieutenant General of the Kings Army, A#riobarzaves, Oriohates ,, and many vthers 
whoſe names and perſons have been known:ito you ſince , ſtrove who ſhould honour 
him moſt, and ina manner confounded him with their Complements and teftimomies 
of reſpe&t and affection. | of 7 FE | 

This firſt reception being paſt, the King-appointed him a lodging in his Palace, and 
from that time forward uſed him as his ſon,and as the only man upen whom he groun- 
ded the remainder of his hopes... Our Equipage' had been there a long time before, 
and Darius having by thoſe that came with it , -and by the Letters they had bronght 
him,learn'd all that had happen'd to my Maſter before their departure, he himſelf rold 
him whatſoever had befallen him fince,, except thoſe things which his diſcretion mgde 
him to conceal. . Darius who could no longer contemn Alexander , was troubled at 
the proofs of his vertue, which he received by my Princes relation : and believ'd it 
would be very difficult for him to conquer ſo generous a perſon, and one who. by fo 
many vertuous actions, drew both the Gods and men unto his party ; but yet he alſs: 
received ſome contentment, in the hope he had that the gaod uſage of the Queens, 
and Princeſſes ſhould ſtill continue. My Mafter. heard | _ him that he had made! 
aTruce for two years with the King of Scyrhia his:Father ; who had yeilded tg it, 
by reaſon of ſome troubles that aroſe in his Dominions, and of the threats he bim-- 
ſelf received from «Alexander , againſt whom he made preparations with a;cour. 
ragious reſolution to dies upon his Frontiers , rather then endure the Yoke to which: 
all eAfa ſubmitted ; he allo was very glad to fee the Scythians thag were under Da 
rius his pay, and having made much of rhejr Commanders that came to wait upon! 
him, he promiſed to fight atthe head of them hunſelf ; and being yery well pleaſe, 
that he was able now to do Darixs better ſervice then formerly he had dane, af} 
patch'd two of the principal Officers with Orders, money and Commiſſions, to make 
more Leavies in their Countrey. : ; ic] 

We were four or five months in theſe preparations for the War, and my Maſter la-: 
bouring in them with much diligence , and eaſing Darius as much as be could, made. 
him, Mazews, Artabaſus, and all the old Commanders, wonder both at his viyacity.in 
all his aRions, andat his experience in ſo green years , as ſeem'd almoſt incapable of. 
Kt. Darixs who admired thoſe excellent qualities the heayens had given him, wag ex- 
treamly fatisfied with his daughters happineſs, and feem'd to lament her captivity. 0n- 
ly becauſeitretarded the means of his gaining ſo accompliſh'd a fon in'Law. . Wherr 
we had ftaid at Babylon as lang as I have told you , newes came to Dariys that Alev- 
axder being returned from the Temple of ?«piter Hammoen , and having already crof- 
led rbrough Egypr, was marching dire&ly towards us with all his Forces, beingrelol- 
ved to proſecute him, into what part of his Dominions ſoever he ſhould revire. . This 
Intelligence made him haſten his preparations the more , and when he faw his Army 
in the condition he deſired, he went from Baby/ox withan intention to meet eAlexar- 
d&r, uponthe way he heard he was coming. 
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Ttell you all theſe things ſuccinctly, as not concerning my Maſters Hiſtory particu. 
larly: ;- -and to go on with my recital as briefly as I can : 1 will tell you that Darin 
made'a general review of his Army , where there were ſo many different ſorts of Na- 
tions; Armes, Habits, and Languages, that it is very dithcult ro reckonthem , neither 
is it neceſſary , and beſides, you have heard enough of them ſince to eaſe me of that 
trouble. + About that time my Prince's Levies which he had ſent to raiſe upon the 
Frontiers of Scythia, came up alſo, they were above thirty thouſand men, in ſo good 
order;pthatthe King grounded part of his hopes upon them , and provided for their 
pay-and quarter more carefully, then he did for the natural Perſians. 

With theſe Forces he paſs'd the Tygr#, and learning by Spies he had in your Camy, 
That «Alexander was not far off , he ſent forth Sryaropaces. with a thouſahd comman- 
ded horſe to diſcover, and diſpatch'd Afazexs with ſtxrhouſand more, to cut off paſ. 
ſages; and: ſpoyl the Countrey where your Army was to encamp,believing with reaſoq 
thatby.that means he ſhould incommodate your Forces,who received their ſubſiſtence 
only from the field::  yourfelt the efteftsof it, and I affure my ſelf that within a while 
afteryou found the Corn deſtroyed; and the Villages burn'd, and yet ſmoaking with 
thetire he: had ſer them:on by the Kings .command. : the vitual of our Army was 
broughr part by land in waggons, and part by help of the river : we quartered at Ar 
belaa Village till then of very ſmall-note,”but {ince famous by our defeat, and having 
; with a Bridge of Boats paſs'd the River, Zycxs in five days time, we went to encamy 
' near the Bomele another River, where the fertility of the Countrey, ,and the vaſt ex 
rent of the Plain, gave the Kingas much conveniency as he could deſire, to range the 
grearmumber of his Battalions ar liberty ; he likewife:cauſed all uneven places to be 
levelled , the Trees tobe fell'd , and all things beaten down that could take away any 
part of his advantagesy but while hewas carefully bufied in that employment, here 
ceived ill newes by Mazers, who retutn'd into the Camp, being repuls'd by your For- 
ces;':andnot having been able to keep the Paſs of the River , where Stratopaces with 
his thouſand horſe had been cut in pieces by eArriſto» Commander of the P eonian:: 
Upon this, and the Intelligence he gave us that e4/exander was not above a hundred 
andfifcy furlongsfrom us, we began to diſpoſe our ſelves in good earneſt to the bat- 
rel 6: : | 


- For this purpoſe the King viſited'all his Squadrons in perſon, caus'd Arms to bede- 
livered to ſuch as wanted , and made his Chariots to be armed with ſharp ſiches, and 
heads of Javelins, butwhile he was taken up with theſe buſineſſes, and that witha 
marvellous diligence, he gave thoſe Orders that were neceſſary, a man was brought un- 
ro him, wbom his Sentinels had taken as he was coming over from eAlexanders Camp, 
ro-ours:; His eyes were full of tears, and when he was near enough to be obſerv'd, the 
King, my Maſter , and many others knew him to be 7'yrexs the Eunuch who having 
beetytaken with the Queens, had continued with them ever from that time : The ſight 
of him, and the fadneſs that appeared in his countenance wrought ſo upon the King, 
that fearing ſome misfortune , he durſt hardly inform himſelf of the occaſion of his 
—_ , and yet wanted patience to expe&t what he would o ». foreſceing he had 
brought ſome fatal newes. Intheend, after having looked long upon the Eunuch 
trembling, Thy face (ſaid he) preſages ſomething mortal, but I prithee diſguiſe not the 
trath from me, and flatter not him , whom cuſtom ha's made ready to receive all manner of 
diſaſters. Doeſt thou not come, Tyreus, to tell me the diſhonour of my houſe , and to affiit 
a hutband, or a father, with the ignominy of his Wife, or daughter ? | 

Tyrews anſwering with much adoe , and lifting up his eyes, which till then had 
been fixed upon the ground : ©I weep not Sir (ſaid he) for the diſhonour of your F#- 
©milie, it hath ſuffered none, bur that of Captivity, and truly, hath received from the 
© Conqueror, all thoſe reſpe&ts, and marks of honour , which it was wont to have 
* while with your Majeſty; bur Sir,l weep, (continned be redoubling his ſighs) I weep fot 
*the deathof an illuſtrious Queen your dear Conſort, and my good Miſtreſs, who 
©hath lately breathed our her foulin che armes of your daughters, and of the Queen 
"your mother. '. - 

Although Darius had taken a ſtrong reſolution to reſigne himſelf wholly to A 
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will of the Gods, and witha Royal courage to bear all the miſerics they ſent hins, 
yet could he not at this ſo new, and fo ſenſible affition, remember that brave determi- 
nation, but receiving this lols , as an arrow that had ſtruck him to the heart, he ſunk 
almoſt without figne of hte, im the arms of thoſe that were about him , and when 
le recovered his fence and ſpeech, he made ſuch wofull lanzentations, as rouched them 
all moſt deeply with compathon ; and the whole Camp learning this misfortune of 
one another, was iil''d in a moment with froans, and Funeral cryes. My Prince 
bewailed that Queen, as her vertue, the proofs ſhe had given him of her love , the 
intereſt of his Princels, and that of Darizzs , together with his own good nature obli- 
ved him ; Burt ſeeing the King in ſuch a mortal grief, he difſembled part of his own, 
to give him that conſolation, which he received more willingly from him then from 
any other. Dari:# was a long hour, ſighingand tormenting himſelf, not able to 
ſpeak one word with a ſetled judgement , and when by the aſſiſtance of my Maſter, 
of Oxyartes, and the reſt, his pation was brought to a little leſs violence, he refleted 
upon his loſs, and ſtill doubting (though what Tyrexs had faid might have made him 
hope the contrary ) that his vertuous Queen died for the defence of her honour ; 
0 Alexander ( cryed lie ) What have I dove againſt thee or thine, that ſhould make thee 
uſe me with ſo much inbumanity ? Was 1 one of the Murtherrs of King Philip, or of a- 
ny other perſon that Was dear to thee ? thou hateſt and perſecuteſt me , though I have gi- 
ven thee no canſe to do eithir; Brut though thou dſt aſſault me in a fair War, what glory 
canſt thou draVy from this defeat , and What trophyes of honour canſt thou acquire , by the 
death of a poor Weman, Who never injured thee, and Who only defended thar by duty, Which 
thou perhaps diaſt attempt by violence ? 

The Eunuch hearing thefe words, addreſſed himſelf unto the King, and ſaid, * Sir, 
*I beſeech you uſe rot eAlexanders vertue, with ſo much indignity, and do not fo ill 
* requite thoſe honours he hath paid to the deceaſed Queen , and to the reſt of your 
* Majeſties familie yet remaining with him, he hath ferv'd them all with great reſpect, 
*and for her death ſhed r.ot many fewer tears then your Majeſtie; 1 proteſt to you 
*Sir, before all the Gods, Alexander received this newes, as you have done, and was 
* as much afflicted at it, as for his brother or for his own ſon, he rendred the ſame du- 
* ties to her corps,which the Queen his mother could haveexpeced from him, and for 
* his grief one could hardly have diſcerned a difference *twixt yours and his. The King 
looked earneſtly upon the Eunuch while he ſpoke, and having hearkned to him atten- 
tentively , hefell in a moment our of one ſupicion into another , and his jealouſie 
joyning it ſelf unto his grief, began to torment him with exceeding violence, He roſe 
up from the bed he lay upon , and taking the Eunuch by the hand, led him into an 
inward chamber , where ſeeing himſelf alone with him; Now ir is Tyreus 
(faid he) thar I require proofs of thee, both of the fidelity thou oweſt me, and of 
the zeal thou haſt had for the ſervice of my Family , behold the face of thy King , and if 
thou yet find'ſt any Majeſty init » or any cauſe of reverence , which the change of my 
fortune cannot exempt thee frem , ſpeak, to me With the truth thou ovweſt both ro thy paſt 
caths, and to the preſence of the Gods that hear us. I do not threaten thee with torment s 
to force ir from thee , for if the misfortune of thePerſians, have not made thee turn Ma- 
cedonian, the command of thy narnral King , will ſooner draw it from thee, then fear of 
torture ; I conjure thee therefore by the power of Oroſmades, by the light of the Sa 
which We adore, and by all that then deft acknowledge to be moſt holy, and moſt ſaired , to 
aiſcover unto me the true cauſe of Alexanders lamentations , aud of the ſorrow he expreſ- 
ſed for the death of the Qucen thy AMiſtreſſe ; for what ſo moving pitty can he have for 
the Wife of his enemy, who ha's nor the leaſt ſparkof it, for the deaths of ſo many thouſand 
men, 4s he ſacrificeth to his ambition , without kaving been at all offended by them? how 
can her loſſe ſo deeply touch him, whom my misfortunes, my entreaties, and my offers could 
ot move at all * andin ſhort, What chaſte fricndſhip can a young Conqueror have, wi th 
the wife of a man Whom he uſes with ſo much cruelty? 

Tyreus who underſtood the Kings meaning by theſe words , caſt himſelf inſtantly 
at his feet, and ſhedding tears upon them , * Ah! Sir, {cry'd he) deal better with the 
*memory of the moſt vertuous Queen that ever was, and diſhonour not her _ 

ir 
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© her death, who honoured you ſo perfealy during her lite : She, was an example of 
© yvertue, chaſtiry, and conjugall affeion, and Alexander is one of generolity, conti- 
© nence, and moderation : neither the Queens, nor the Princeſſes your daughters haye 
© ever felt their captivity, but by your Majeſties abſence ; and your enemie has ne- 
« ver uſed them otherwiſe, then as he would Ol/impias , or you Queen Syſpgambis. 1 
© proteſt this to you Sir , by the Veneration I owe your ſacred Majeſtic , and by the 
* power of the Gods whom you invoked, and if inall chat i have faid, | have ſwerved 
* anything from the truth, I conjure the Great Oroſmades to ſtrike me dead with thun. 
© derat your feet, | 

The Eunuch accompanied theſe words with many oaths and tears, which cleared 
the Kings minde of the ſuſpicion that harboured in it. When he knewthe innocence 
of his For wife, he began to be at a little better quiet, and having nothing to perplex 
him but his griet alone, he gave way tothar, and litting down wept for ſome time with 
his face covered ; but when he was a little ſerled , he aroſe from his ſeat, and came 
back into the great chamber where he had left all the Princes , then lifting up his eyes 
to heaven, and claſping his hands togerher ; Great Gods (ſaid he) if the prayers of him 
whom you have abandoned may yet be heard, be ſo merciful unto me as to reſtore ſucceſs t 
Perſia, and ſet me again by your aſſiſtance in the T hrone to which your goodneſs raiſed me, 
to the end that in my Vittory and re-eſtabliſhment in my Dominions, 1 may be able to acquit 
my ſelf of the ebligarion 1 have to Alexander, for the noble uſage my Family hath recei- 
ved from him ; but if in your divine Ordinances, Whoſe decrees are irrevocable it be de- 
termined that I muſt fall, and that I muſt make room for more happie ſucceſſors , gram 
O great Gods, that never any other of mine enemies except Alexander , may ſir after me 
#pon the T hrone f Cyrus. 

He ſpoke theſe words with ſuch an action, and ſuch a tone , as made all that were 
preſent know, they came from the botton of his heart, and havins taken a little reſt, 
at the entreaty of his friends, he ſuffered himſelf to be ſpoken to,and gave them leave 
to alledg all thoſe reaſons that could bring him any conſolation. 

The next day , though he believed himſelf much more powerfull then Alexander, 
and that according to probability, he might hope for the victory over him, he was lo 
ſenſible of his great humanity and vertue, that it made him chink ſtill of peace, which 
Alexander had refuſed twice already , uponthe conditions he had propoſed to him; 
To this effec he ſent ren Ambaſſadors, of the moſt conſiderable perſons of his Court, 
with ample power to treat with him , and to offer him thirty thouſand talents for the 
Ranſome of the priſoners, and his daughter Par:i/ats in marriage, with all the Ter- 
ritories in Dowry, that lie between Exphrares. and the Helleſpont. 1 need not tell you 
who know ſo well , how Alexander received them , bur at their return, they brought 
anſwer to Darius from him, That heaven could not ſirfſer rwo Suns, nor earth tWo Sove 
raigne Emperours, that if he would yeild him the firſt place, and be contented with the ſe- 
cond, he would grant him the peace he deſired, but if he Would not ſubmit to that conditi- 
on, he ſhould prepare himſelf to battel.. 

Darius hereupon deſpairing of Peace, turned his thoughts wholly upon war, and 
diſpoſed himſelf in good earneſtto the encounter. To this end having made a gene- 
ral Rendezvouz of all his Forces, inthe great Plain where they were encamped, he 
divided them into two bodies. Ar the point of the left wing , he placed a thouſand 
Battrian horſe, a thouſand Dahes four thouſand Arrachoſcans and Suſans, theſe firlt 
Squadrons were followed by a hundred Chariots armed with Sithes, after which 
marched Beſſs, with eight thouſand Ba#rian horſe, ſeconded by two thouſand Maſ- 
ſageres ; then ſtood the infantry of ſeveral Countreys, ſeparated according to their 
Nations, and Commanded by Officers of their own Provinces ; Next theſe appeared 
the Perſians, Mardes, and Zogdians Commanded by Aricbarzanes, and Oriobates, 
with many other mingled Troops (whoſe names I neither know nor their Officers) 
and fifry Chariots under the charge of Cradates, Commander of the Caſpians , Indi 
ans, and people near to the Red Sea, uſeleſsin fight, and who were rather to make up 
number then do Service ; theſe were followed by fifry other Chariots armed with 
Sithes, and ſharp cutting blades, and by part of the Forrain ſupplyes that were __ 
the 
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the Kings pay z After them marched thoſe of the lower Armeria. the Bal ylonians, 
Bellires, and thoſe that inhabit the mountains of (ſa, and then the Gorrvans a peo- 
ple of Exbea, the Phrygeans, the Cataonians, and laſt of all the Parthians: Theſe 
were the Forces whereot the lett wing was compoſed : Upon the right were the Sy- 
rians, the Meder, and thoſe of the greater Armenia, the (*adwcians, and the Cappadoci- 
ans, with fifty Chariots as the former : All the Army confiſted of fifty thouſand 
horſe, and two hundred thouſand foot. Afterit was imbartelled in this Order, the 
King m ade it march' about ten furlongs forward, and finding the plain very commodi- 
ous tor his deſigne,he commanded it to make a ſtand, and refoly'd thereto expe rhe 
Enemy in good order,and with a good delire to hghr. 

The next day Afazems being gon out of the Camp again, with four or five thoufand 
horſe to make diſcovery, came back within a ſhort time after, wirh certain intelligence 
that Alexandeys Army was very near, and that they were already upon the top of a 
hill whence be was newly come : This newes made the Per/ians ſtand to their Arms 
all the reſt of the day, and of the night following; Darizs who believed that 
eAlexander by reaſon of the diſproportion of their Forces , wonld rather fall up- 
on him in the night, then diſcover his weakneſs in openday , and in a Plain where he 
could receive no advantage from mountains and rivers, as he had done in Cylicia, fer 
forth very ſtrong out-guards, cauſed an aboundance of fires to be lighted , and uſed 
all neceſſary circumſpection to avoid a ſurpriſe. The night was ſpent on this manner, 
and afſoon as day appeared, we diſcovered your Army encamped cloſe by ours 5 both 
of them began to ſhout moſt terribly , and the ſight of one another wrought ſeveral 
effe's, and ſhrr'd up very different thoughts in the hearts of the Soldiers : My Ma- 
ſter entring into the Kings Tent gave him the good morrow, and found ſome of the 
Commanders already with him. Darizs exprefſed much favour to each of them in 

articular, and teſtitying the confidence he had ih their valour, obliged them by the 
Com he did them, to employ their urmoſt forces, not to contradi't his good opini- 
ou of them ; bur addreſſing himſelf eſpecially to my Prince, after having embraced 
him a thouſand times, he asked him what command he pleaſed to accept of; and at the 
head of what Troops he would tight; Oroondates having communicated to him a de- 
ſigne he had and left a Commanderin chief, over the Body of Scyrhians in his ſtead, 
choſe out only a thouſand from amorig them, and the moſt valliant Perfans, ro make 
uſe of them, afſoon as he ſhould find an oportunity. 

The Counſell of War having been held, Orders given, and Sacrifices offered, the 

King put oh his Arms, and with hum my Prince, Oxyartes, Artabazxs,; and the Princi- 
pal Otticers of the Army, and :when they thought ictime they got all on horſeback, 
except Darius, who having ſeated himſelf in his Chariot, went up and down the ranks 
every where , to animate with his voice and preſence, the moſt faint-hearted, and raife 
them to a contempt of danger; his countenance had an extraordinary Majeſty, his 
voice was louder and clearer then it was wont, and becauſe I was very near his Chari: 
ot, I heard him ſpeak to his Soldiers, in thefe or fuch like words. | 


DARIUS his Speech unto his Army. 


ww E have been Maſters heretofore of all that the Ocean Waſhes, and of all the Hel- | 
keſpont environs , but we have loſt it all, and fight no longer now for the yecove- | 
1) of thoſe Countreys, nor for glory which is mort conſiderable then our eſtates, but for + 
eur ſafery; and foy our Liberty, which is dearer to #5 then our lives : Heretofore we [* 
ew ſupplies, and places of refugeq we could recover in Cylicia, What we had loſt near 
the GIAncus, we conld retire into Syria, When we were beaten in Cylicia, bat now we are 
reduced ro ſuch extreamity, that onr places of rerreat, our ſupplies, our Goods, our (ities, 
and all our lateſt hopes, are ſhut up within the circuit of this Camp; here therefore it ts, 
that we muſt either C onquer to ſave What remains, or lay our bones in the preſence of your 
wwe: and children; who have no ether ſecurity but that of your defence. This ts the fa- 
P tal 
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tal day, that muſt either eſtabliſh , or mtterly deſtroy this Empire , which for this two 
hundred and thirty years has been terrible to the whole World. The Gods are Witneſſes that 
1 have done my part for its conſervation; 1 have rais'd Forces,l have arm'd them, T have 
brought them to face the enemy, and now the reſt depends on you : do but dare to conquer, 
and never be frighted at a vain reputation , which can make no impreſſion in men of cou. 
rage. It is but raſhneſſe,which hitherto you have feared, miſtaking it for true valour ha- 


ving vented its firſt fury, like Serpents that have loſt their ſtings, you ſhall ſee it faint 
jou, languiſh. T his plain diſcovers that Weakneſſe which the Mountains of Cylicia con; 


cealed, behold the thinneſſe of their ranks, and mark how their Wings ſtretch/d ont ta the 
utrermoſt length, have left their battel empty, and Without defence : 4s waliant as you 
count them, We eaſily may trample them. under our horſes feer, and if we win this battel, 
the War is ended, They have no Way to ſcape,being ſbur up between to Rivers,and rheij 
Camp burthen'd with our ſpoils,is cumberſome, and diſabled ro retreat ; what they hari 
taken from us, Will facilitate onr vittory, in which you Will both finde your ſafety, and've- 
cover all that you have loſt. '2 | | 

This Alzxander, whoſe name ſtrikes ſuch a terrour in the fearful, is a man as well « 
the worſt of you, happy rather by our cowardiſe , then his own valour. Though fortum 
has given ſucceſſe to his temerity, her favours will nat laſt for ever, whereas reaſon alon 
makes our felicity durable. Perhaps the Gods have thus afflitted Perſia, onely ro make 
this Empire, (proud of an univerſal command) acknoWledge a Soveraign power and think 
pon the frailty of humane affairs ,Which in proſperity does often eſcape our memories. Wee 
have formerly made War againſt the Greeks, upon their Territories, noW We repel it is 
our own; theſe are the viciſſitudes of fortune, but if you be aſſaulted with them, your 
King hath felt them much more heavily ; for beſides the publick, calamities , the miſeriet 
of my family, ought to move you to compaſſion. | 14 

My Mother, and my Danghters, your Queen and your Princeſſes are in the bondage of 
your enemy,who brings them along in triumph that ſhould command you ;, and bur that { 
ſtill reſerve my (elf for you, 1 ſhould ſay, that 1 my ſelf were a Captive in my better part, 
Deliver my bowels ont of ſlavery, and reſtore me my children for Whom 1 ref uſe not death, 
My Wife your & neen has already expired in bonds, and all that remains of her and me, 
ſtretch out their hands to you, and conjure you by the Gods of your ( ountry , and by tht 
love you bear your own, to free them from chains, and from a Captivity, which is ſhameful 
both ro you, and to them that mere born for you. I conjure you ro the ſame my ſelf, and 
pray you by your houſhold Gods, by the eternal fire we carry upon our Altar, by the light 
the Sun Which riſes within the limits of my Empire, and by the memory of Cyrus, who ads 
ded that of the Medes and Lydians wnto it, that you wonld ſave both rhe name and Nati 
of the Perſians, from its utter raine, and from its utter infamy , and leave that gleryns 
your poſterity, which you received ſo entire from your Anceſtors. Tox carry in your on 
hands, your goods, your lives, your liberties, and your furure hopes, and in your fact 
a moſt aſſured Viftory, TI read it in yorr eyes, and in your March; © he that deſpiſe 
death, avoids it beſt, and it ſooneſt carches the fearful that fly from is ; Let's on therefart, 
(fellow ſoldiers) whither ſo many conſiderations call us, I ſee the Enemies Army move 
and receive them conragionſly, or rather folloW me, for I refuſe not to lead you on, and 1 
be your example either of yaloxr or cowardiſe. 

The King ſpoke theſe words with a great deal of vehemence, and the ſoldiers at 
ſwered them with a ſhout, that —_ the very clouds, from which he drew a good 
omen of the Victory, But the two Armies being ſo near, that they were upon te 
point of joining battel, all the Commanders ran to their charges, and my Maſter 
parting from the King, who gave him: his laſt embrace, 7, (faid he) 1 will either 
die generouſly to day, or reſtore unto your Majeſty ſome part of what you have loſt. 00 
* Son,(faid the King) may the Gods take as great care of thy ſatery, as of mine ow, 
* and be fo gracious, that i may ſee you again with as much joy, as I part from you 

* with ſorrow. We left him on this manner, and my Prince placing himſelf ar the 
head of a thouſand horſe which he had choſen, went aſide from the reſt of the Army, 
while the Signal being given on both ſides, they preſently cloſed battel, with gref# 
terror, and (laughter, I will omit to tell you any thing concerning it, you ny + the 
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beginning, progreſle, and event of ir, much better then I can tell you , beſides char I 
Song along with my Maſter, could only be a witneſſe of the meeting of the two Ar- 
mies. 
After we had beheld cheir firſt encounter at adiſtance, my Prince made himſelf be 
conduded by Guides, whither he had a defign to I ; He, by Tyrem,and by ſpies he 
had in your Camp, had learn'd both the place where the priſoners were kepr, and 
the number of thoſe that guarded them, and taking a great compaſſe, that he miphc 
not be diſcovered by your Army, he went almoſt quire round both the Camps, and 
paſſing under the favour of a httle Valley, he came at laſt within fight of the Tents, 
where the Princeſſes were: True it is, that by the way he wavered ofcen full of ir- 
reſolution, and remembring the laſt words Alexander had ſaid to him , he feared his 
abſence might be cenſured a kind of cowardiſe, and as an avoiding the combat, tv 
which he had chalenged him : This thought was like to have made him turn ſhorc 
about, to ſeek him in the midſt of all his Troops, and decide all differences with him 
by an encounter , to which he believ'd himſelf obliged by honour, and by intereſt ; 
but in the end the conſideration of his love ſtranpled this thought, and made him 
take that opportunity to deliver his Princeſſe, not doubting but he ſhould find occa- 
ſions enough to fight with Alexander, whereas perchance he might never light of 
ſuch another, of giving thar relief to her he lov'd, which he aſſured himſelf the ex- 
pected from him: This conſideration having carried it from his former, he turn'd 
toward thoſe that accompanied him, and lookitig upon them with an eye, able ro have 
infuſed courage into them, if they had wanted it; *© My friends, (ſaid he) to day ir 
* is, that we ſhall gain a reputation, which will never die in the memory of men, and 
*that we fhall doe a ſervice to Darizs, which will be thore conſiderable to him, then 
* the conſervation of his Dominions; I ſhould not have undertaken this exploit, 
* with ſo ſmall a number, if I were not well acquainted with your valour , and with 
* the intereſt thar moſt of you have in the ſucceſs of this enterpriſe. Some of you 
* muſt fight to day for the Leliverante of your Queen, and Princeſſes, and ſome for the 
* liberty of your fathers, wives and children, who ate priſoners with them ; but all 
* for your own honours, and the ſervite of your King; Let us fall on therefore (my 
*dear companions) with confidence,and fight gallantly,or elſe die gloriouſly with me, 
* who will not refuſe to loſe my life in your quarrel. 

After theſe few words, he flew like an Eagle, \upon thoſe that guarded the priſd- 
ters , _— ſeconded by his party with cties which ſtruck a terrour in them, and 
gave ts much facility in the victory, They that accompanied us,were indeed the flow- 
er of the whole Atny, and that day they ſhowed ſo remarkable | of it, that 
my Prince repettte@ not the choice he had made of them, and redoubling his hopes 
by the brave ations he ſaw them doe, he forced the firſt guards without difficulty, 
and breaking through thoſe that made any refiftance, with a fuddenneſs that is not 
to be imagined, he i a moment covered the whole Field with dead and dying bodies. 
Aſſoon as thete began to be a confuſion among the Macedoniant , the priſoners roſe 
up with a os ſhour,and crying liderty,caine and offered themſelves to our titeff, who 
taking off their bonds arm'd them with che weapons of their enenttes , and ftirrin 
them up by their example to fight for their own liberty , encreaſed our party by al- 
moſt the half; this addition of ſtrength abſolutely defeated the Afacedonizys ; and 
my Maſter charging the firmeft Squadrons with an extraordinary fury, put them all 
co the Sword, and in a ſhort time made himſelf a free paſſage ro the Tents of the 
Queenand Princeſfes. ES Ee 

Here Lyfmachur interrupting Araxes, you had time enough ( faid he ) to d6e it, 
7nd the Kms refuſal to ſuccour thoſe you had defeared, gave you all the leiſure 4nd 
convetiteticy You could defire ; He had already tnade Dariz# his firft Battzhods fare 
about, and was eager in the proſecution of his Victory, when Polydamas Fare to 
him from! Pamvenio, to tell him thoſe that guarded the priſoners, ar4 the! Bgage 
row eel, and to advertiſe him of the dapper of loſing them, unlefs he fertt ſome 

y relief. | 

The King'titning towards us that were about him, Parmenio (faid- hee)! has wo 
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his wits to day,and does not conſider that if we conquer,we ſhall not only recover our 
own baggage, whoſe loſle he fears, but alſo make our ſelves Maſters of the Enemies, 
and that if we die, we ſhall ſtand in need of neither, With this anſwer he ſent back 
Polydamas, and would not ſuffer any body to ſtir, till the battel was abſolutely won, 
_ that having long purſued Dari, he had loſt all hope of overtaking him ; Then 
he began to think of Parmenio's ——_ and to march againſt you, bur it was {6 
torg firſt, that I have often admired, why you made fo little uſe of your ViRory, and 
employed the time fo ill, whereof you had as much as you could with 

Learn then the cauſe of it, (ſaid Araxes, going on with his relation) and with it the 
ſad adventure of my poor Maſter ; afſoon as he had forced the paſſage he deſired, 
and that having no more enemies to oppoſe him, he came covered with duſt and blood 
unto $ ſgentye Tent, he alighted from his horſe, and entred with his Sword in his 
hand, attended by a few of us, leaving the reſt round about in a condition to make 
defence, againſt the relief that might be ſent. When the Ladies ſaw him come in, 
looking almoſt in the ſame manner he did the firſt time they ſaw him , they were a lit- 
tle-troubled, bur ſeeing him addreſs himſelf ro,them with reſpet, they began to be 
re-aſſured, eſpecially when my Maſter turning towards the Queen, 7Zadam, ( faid 
he) you are free, by the aſſiſtance of the Gods, let's not loſe time in ralk,, but if you pled, 
make haſt to lay hold of this good fortune ; having ſaid ſo, he took off his Cask,, and 
made himſelf kye\vn to the whole company. 

The Queen who had received his words with a moderation worthy of her, and 
had ſhowed no ſign of joy unbeſeeming her gravity , look'd alſo more coldly upon 
him then ſhe was wont : My Prince not —,- able to divine the cauſe, and alcribing 
it only to the ſurpriſal of her minde, after having made an obeyſance ſuitable ty 
her quality, went to caſt himſelf at his Princeſſes feer, and embraced her knees in an 
inconceivable extaſie ; But ſhe having beheld him a while with an eye of difptraſure 
and indignation, turn'd away her face from him of a ſudden, and freeing her ſelfe 
roughly out of his hands, broke awayo the other ſide of rhe Tent, leaving him ina 
contuſjon that can hardly be imagined, much lefſe expreſs'd; yet the necelhity of the 
time made him riſe up, and,looking round about, he ſaw a} their countenances ſo cold 
to him, that he himſelf became more cold then marble , and not being able to gueſle 
the reaſon of his misfortune, O Gods, (cryed he) what ſtrange adventure is this ? then 
conlidering his Princeſs, who fate in a Chair not daigning to regard him and the reſt 
of the Ladies in a profound ſilence, he was as much amazed, as if he had been faln 
from the Clouds; yet taking a little courage , and kneeling down again before his 
Princeſs; Madam, (ſaid he) have you quite forgotten me , or doe you in your preſent 
trouble, takg me for a Macedonian? The Princeſs at this broke filence, and not 6 
much as turning her eyes roward him, * No, (anſwered ſhe) but for a Scyrhiay, and 
© by conſequence for a more cruel Enemy then any AZacedonianu, Though this word 
was as a thunderbolt to my poor Prince, yet did he ſtrive to keep up his courage, in the 
need he had of it, and looking upon her with an eye, able to have baniſh'd all her as 
ger, if ſhe had vouchſafed to conſider him; Afadam, (ſaid he) this 25 not a fit ſea 
ſon to make trial of me, I think, the reality of my affettion, ts not unknown to you , and 
though you ſbould have juſt occaſion ro reproach me, you ought ro take a more convenien 
time, and employ this, in perfetting that liberty, which the favour of the Gods, and the 
4/ſrance of your ſervants have procured yow: Statira then, darting an angry look 
at him, and repreſſing ſome ſighs, which would not ſuffer her words to come ſmooth 
ly forth ; * Ir is not by thy aſſiſtance (ſaid ſhe) that I will be free, and I ſhall al- 
* ways prefer Captivity, nay, death it ſelf, before a liberty I ſhould receive from thee. 
©If Dari be Conqueror,l ſhall be free without thee, and if he be conquered, I had 
* rather follow his fortune, then bee behoking to the relief of our moſt mortal & 


nemy. | 
My Prince hearkned to theſe words more then half dead ; and the Princeſs not ſtir- 
ring from her Chair, after ſhe had wiped away ſome tears which fell , whither ſhee 
would or no,continued on this manner : * Art thou return'd then perjured man? 


* and has the Truce between our Fathers, made thee take up thoſe thoughts agait 
*WhIC 
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* which thou hadſt loſt ? nay, rather being but half ſatisfied , thon coineſt back tv 
© compleat thy Treachery, and to overwheim a family by thy laſt pert:diouſneſs which 
©;s already t00 near its ruine ; but go thy way difloyal man, leave her now at quier, 
* whom the change of her condition, and the misfortunes of hee houſe, have made 
© thee baſely to forſake ; I am not ſo abandoned by the Gods , but that I may tinde 
© as good a fortune; Alexander loves me, and though I cannot love him, I will give 
* my ſelf to him, to puniſh this heart of the fault, which thou madeſt it ro commir. 
* Get thee gone from betore me tor ever, and free me for ever from the {ight of an e- 
© nemy,that hath ſo mortally offended me, and uſed me ſo unworthily. | 

My Prince who was ſtill upon his knee, and hearkned to her quite beſides himſelf, 
could not forbear interrupting her at theſe words. 7, Jad.m? ( cryed he) have 
I mortally cffended you,and uſed you unwvorthily > * Yes,perhdious man, ( replyed the 
© Princels) thou thy ſelf,and for Gods ſake (peak not one word in a juſtification which 
*;s deadly to me, and indifferent tothee ; I have proofs of it, which thou neither 
© canſt, nor wouldſt gainſay, and thy guilty conſcience does futficiemly reproach thy 
*crime; but if the memory of Artaxcrxes had ever any power wat thee, I con- 
© jure thee by the remembrance of him, and by thoſe Gods whom thou haſt ſo often 
© invoked, inthe falſhood of thoſe Oaths that have abuſed me, leave me to bewail 
* my fault in quiet, forſake this hated Country for ever,where thou haſt been but tov 
© long to my unhappineſs, and never preſent thy ſelf again before her , who cannot 
* behold thee bur as a dreadful obje4. 

When ſhe had ſaid thus, the roſe up from l:ec ſeat and notwithſtanding all my Ma- 
ſter would have alledged for his juſtihcation , ſhe would neither hear him, nor ſo 
much as look upon hum. He was fo deeply touch'd with fo unexpe@ed an accident, 
and with ſo untoreſeen a change, that he was like inſtantly to have died with grief, 
and ſeeing that death was not. quick enough in ſeconding his deſire, hee turn'd the 
point of his Sword againſt his breaſt, but then conſidering the undeſervednefle cf 
that uſage, he received from a perſon to whom he had given ſo many, and ſo gallant 
proofs of his love, for whom he had done ſo many remarkable actions, and whom 
he had fo often obliged, with the hazard of his own life , and the lives of his Fathers 
ſubjects which he had ſacrificed for her ſake,he reſolv'd to fall more nobly, and riſing 
up of a ſudden, after he had look'd a while upon her with an eye that ſparkled with 
love and indignation both together, Jr is rrwe, (ſaid he) Madam, 1 am treacheras, 
unworthy ,and diſlozal, but if 1 be,tis to my Father, and my King, to my Kindred and my 
Comntry, Whom 1 have betrayed, and forſaken for yon and yours, and tis by theſe rreach- 
eries, and theſe diſloyalties, that 1 have often ſav'd bath you, and all your family from 
Captivity, ſrom death, and from diſhonorr ; 'tis by theſe treacheries 1 have often emp- 
tied all the blond of this miſerable body, and briefly *ris by theſe treacheries, that I have 
ruined my ſclf alone, while you, and all your friends have profited by them. Theſe art 
all the reproaches I can fear ; but this uuworthineſſe you: accuſe me of, is truly tobe found 
in your ſelf, you feion that 1 forſake you in your misfortunes , that you may therety take 
a pretence to forſake me, when I had already delivered you ent of the hands of that Enc- 
my, whom you unWorthily prefcr before me: That's the true baſene(ſe indeed, it is this 
Conquerour has made you forget him,who forgot his kindred, his eſtates, and himſelf, to dv 
ſervices to you and yours, which neither you nor yours,will ever be able to requite : I leave 
you therefore for ever, both to make place for one more happy, and to free you; not ſrom 4 
dreadful objeft, but from an objeft that would make you bluſh for the falſeneſſe of your 
Oaths, and would fer ever reproach your ingratitude and infidelity. Think, no more of 
#nforti.nate Oroondates, if you world have your conſcience be at reſt, and I will keep 
my ſelf from thinking of you by my death which is very near, bur a death, which I will 

rrve tv accompany with that of the rival, for whom you have forſaken me. 
 Atthele words putting on his Cask again,ſo furious that none of us durſt look him 
in the face, hewent out of the Tent without faluting any body, juſt uponthe time 
when we heard the noiſe of your Troops,and that Amintas with part of your Caval- 
ry was already hard by. He leapt upon his horſe , and commanding the Trumpets 

to found a Charge, he ran to meet himwith a fierceneſs, I know not which way by 
expreſs; 
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expreſſe. Amintas ſuſtain'd his firſt blows a while, bur after he had received two or 
three wounds, ſeeing his Troops cut in pieces by the valgur of my Maſter, and thoſe 
that accompanied him, he turn'd his back, with thoſe he had left,and ran to ſeek a new 
ſupply. My Prince guided by his deſpair , purſued him till he faw the body of the 
Army appear,and e-7/cxander himfelt at the head of all his Forces. Oroondates who 
knew him by his horſe, the richneſs of his arms, and by the rank he held among the 
reſt, ran up to him with a terrible cry, and advancing above an hundred paces before 
us all, Alexaner (1aid he, witha loud voice) I am he that come from defeating thy 
T roops, I am he that Wounded thee at the battel of Ifſus, and I am he to whom thou ſince 
gaveſt a life which I come :0 loſe here by thy hands : Pardon me this ingratitude, I have 
lov'd thee as an enemy, but 45 a rival I cannot ſuffer thee to live, wnlefſe thou takeſt away 
my life, as then haſt taken Statira from me. 

At theſe words he flew upon him like lightning, and che Troops being join'd , the 
ground was quickly covered with dead bodies on both ſides, © Alexander forbad his 
men to touch my Prince,deſiring to have the glory toconquer him without aſſiſtance; 
but they ſoon found the ditticulty he would have, and therefore many of them fal. 
ling upon him, parted them whether they would or no; and delivered the Kingfrom 
the danger which certainly threatned him in my Maſters fury, When he ſaw him- 
ſelf in ſpite of him, ſeparated from Alexander, he fell upon the firſt of thoſe that op- 

ſed him, and with his Sword open'd a way large enough to have faved himſelf, if 
be would have fled ; but being reſoly'd to die, he ruſh'd in among the valianteſt of 
the Macedonians, with ſo much rage, and ſo little circumſpeQion, that in the end he 
received ſo many wounds, as made him tumble among the horſes feet, without any 
appearance of life in him. I ſaw well that Alexander was diſpleaſed at this ation, 
but I not deſiring to live after my dear Maſter, crowded in fo far among the enemies, 
that after having received many wounds, 1 fell cloſe by him, and did all I could to 
embrace him dying, and to give him that laſt teſtimony of my affection , in the hiſt 
moment of a life which 1 thought was at an end. Bur, Sir, the Thread of my Dif. 
courſe has miſled me without queſtion, and made me tell on ina few words, a paſ- 
ſage which was not unknown to you before. It is true, (ſaid Ly/imachws) 1 wasa 
witneſs of that ation, where I ſaw the King in as violent grief for him, as he had ever 
felt; and certainly your Maſter, who was not known to any body, did ations that 
ſurpaſs the power of man ; beſides the number of thoſe he flew, he ran Hepheſtion 
through the right arm, hurt Perdiccas in two ſeveral places , and overthrew ("&n0, 
and Menidas dangeroully wounded ; Menidas as he fell, kil'd his horſe under him, 
and he was ſurrounded by ſo many others , that in the end he kepr company with 
thoſe he had beaten down. After the Field was cleared, and all the Per/;ans defeats 
ed, the King commanded Exmenes to make the body of that valiant Warriour be 
ſought, and to render him the honour of burial as the greatneſs of his vertue deſetved; 
he ſhed many tears for his loſſe, and ſpoke of him after, with exprefſions that ſhow- 
ed he eſteemed him as a miraculous perſon; but when my turn comes, I will tell you 
more of x. 

Araxes would have proceeded in the relation of his Maſters ſtory, when Amine 
the Phyſitian came into the Chamber,giving Lyſmachus notice, thar it was very late, 
and that Oroondates deſired very much to ſee him and to dine with him. Lyſmachw 
who adored him for the knowledge , which Araxes Diſcourte had given him of his 
vertue, got up, and having made himfelf ready, went into his Chamber, where he 
gave him the good morrow, and enquired after his health , with perfe& teſtimonies 
of affeftion. Oroondates return'd his kind endearments ina moſt obliging way, and 4 
while after they had dined, Ly/imachus who was in great impatiency , intreated him 
to allow him alſo that afternoon to learn the reſt of the wonders of his life,and reti- 
ring with Araxes into the Garden, they fate down together, and the faithful Squire 
beginning again where he had left, continued his recital in theſe terms. 


The End of the Fourth Book. 
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; Fter the defeat of our party,'the TZactdonians diſarmed and ſtripp'd the 
dead bodies ; I believe it was that which made me come to my ſelf, for 
' "when they hadTtaken of my Heid-piece, the freſh air reviv'd my fpirits 
reſtored me my underſtanding : - I no ſooner opened mine eyes , but I 
| A} chought of my poor Maſter, and raifing my ſelf up with a great deal of 
pain, I fate looking on all ſides, and faw him ſtill lie cloſe by me without any fign of 
life. Teaſt my arm yer orice more about him, * and groveling upon his face I began 
to bewail his misfortune, as much as my weakneſſe would permit me; while I was 
thus employed; 1 ſaw Cxmexes come and a great many others -with him ; he ſoughr 
my Maſters _ among the dead, according to the order he had received from 
Alexander :' and in the end , being in the place where it was, and ſeeing mee 
alive, Canſt -rhox not tell me - (ſaid he) which i the body of the valiant man that com- 
manded you, and who to day charg'd the King 'forgle ſo comragionſly * That queſtion 
made.me redouble my lamentations, and hanging down my head again ovef his face, 
I cryed out, * Ah! my Prince, my Prince: Theſe words were obſerved by Eume- 
ne, and having asked me the ſame queſtionagain, * Sir, (faid I) he whom you ſeek 
*foris my Maſter : I have never forſaken him yer, nor will T leave him now, if you 
* have charity enough ro make me be carried away with him : I have waited on him 
* duriug his life; and I conjure you by all the Gods, not to ſeparate me from him, 
* but ſuffer me to follow him alſo to his grave.” Thy fidelity (ſaid Emmenes) deſerves 
an exceeding great reward : 10 cauſing my Prince to be laid upon a band-barrow , hee 
made me be put upon another, and both of us fo be taken from among the dead. As 
they were going, one of thoſe that carried my Maſter, perceiv*d him ſtir a little, he 
preſently told Exmexes, who coming to the body,and finding yet fome warmth in it, 
This man (ſaid he to them that accompanied him) is not quire dead,and 1 ſhould think_! 
commirted 4 great offence, if 1 neglefted the: ſafety of ſo conſiderable a perſon : Doe but 
judge, Sir, if theſe vvords were vvelcome to me, T lifted up my head with joy,” and 
addreſſing my ſpeech to Exmenes, * Sir, (faid I) if my Maſter have yer any life in 
* him, ſave I beleech you, for meer generoſity, both the moſt vertuous man, and one 
* of the greateſt Princes in the world. | pe 
 Emmenes having given ear to what I ſaid,commanded us to he carried into his Tent, 
and making us be gotren © bed, caus'd our vvounds tobe look'd to with much care. 
The Phyſitians with many feveral experiments, brought my Maſter at laſt unto him- 
ſelf, and conſidering his vyounds very attentively,they vvere long in doubt, wherher 
there was any hope of good fucceſs ; they believed that mine were curable, and be- 
gan to uſe their endeavours for both vvith a great deal of charity. My Prince could 
hardly fpeak all that day,nor the night following. #4 
; e 
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The next morning, Exmenes being obliged to go after the King, who was already a 
great way off, in purſuit of Darizs, gave order to have us carried to Arbela ; his ſer- 
vants obeyed him carefully. and having removed us gently to that little Town, putus 
into a good houſe, and recommending us unto the Maſter of it, gave him money tg 

et us looked to according to the command they had received from Eumenez. Afﬀer 
their departure, our Hoſt ſeeing me in a better condition then my Prince, came and 
asked me his name ; bur ſcarce had he learn'd it was the Prince of Scythia, whom he 
had ſeen paſs by two days before with Darizs , when lifting up his hands to heaven, 
he vrais'd the Gods for the occaſion they offered him, of doing his..King yet ſome 
ſervice, ip the help be might give to one that was ſo dear to him, and” from that time, 
movgd by a bearty zeal, ke ran to the Phyſitians, and CEE of the Town; and 
beſought them to take care of my Princes ſafery, with words full of tenderneſs and 
affetion, Thoſe good men wrought upon by his prayers, and the knowledge they 
had of us, employed all their art for our recovery, and not being ignorant in ther 
profeſſion, after having long conſulted, they agreed in opinion, that if withour inciſi- 
on they could get outthe head of a Javelin which was in my Maſters body, their re- 
medies with the aſſiſtance of rhe Gods, might ſave his life ; Thereupon they preſent- 
ly fell to work about it, and by the help of their Inſtruments which they handled ve- 
ry skilfully, they in the end drew it out without any inciſion ; but with ſuch exceſſive 
pain , that my Prince ſwouned many times, and was like to have died immediately. 
Atſoonas the Chirurgians had pot it, out, they dreſſed us with more ſatisfaQion then 
before, and injoyned ws reſt, 'and filence for many days, I was ſo much obliged to 
my Maſter, that aſſoonaxs he could ſpeak he enquired after me , and being told that 1 
was in the ſame Chamber with him, and,that I was in better health then he, he expreſ 
ſed much joy at it :, But aſſoon as his' memory was come to him again,. and that he 
call'd to minde the cauſe of his wounds, and the cruel uſage he had received from Sa 
tirg ; this grief aſſaulted him with ſo much violence, that that remembrance was like 
to have made him loſe a life, whoſe preſervation was laboured with ſo much dilligence; 
yet did he appear more maderate then after the death of Artaxerxes; whether 
were that his heart accuſtomed to misfortunes, had l2arn'd at laſt to ſupportthem with 
more patience , or that with more age, he had gotten more ſtrength of reaſbn, and 
firmneſs of minde, or that in effeR, he in a generous and juſt deſpite, thought be ought 
not to die for one, who after having received ſuch remarkable ſervices from him, had 
us'd him ſo ingratefully and ſo unworthily. 

True itisindeed , he complained in tearmsable to have cleft the moſt rocky heart 
with pitty, and ſhewed awonderfullconzempr.of his life, but he was not ſo obſtinace- 
ly bent to loſe it as the orher time, he tore nat off the plaiſters from his wounds, nor 
did he oppoſe the induſtry the Phyſicians aſed for his recovery. It is certain that ſpite 
fortified him very much, and that making reflexion upon all his ſervices; and upon 
Statirg'singratitude, his reſentment ſtifled part of his ſorrow, and of. bis love; and 
made him almoſt repent of what he had done for her , and of the deſigne he had had 

to die for ſo ingratefull a perſon; for in the end after having examined all the a&tions 
of his life, he Sund chem ſo full of innocence, and of the proofs of a real affeRion, 
that hecould notattribute her change to any thing, but the inconſtancy of her hw 
mour, and to a meanneſle unworthy of her birth, which made her preter an enemy, 
becauſe great and vitorious, before a Prince who had ſo faithfully ſerved her, and to 
whom ſhe was engaged by ſo many oaths, and fo many obligations ; He repaſſed in 
his thoughts all the progreſſe of his love, full of ſo many memorable events, and of 
ſo many brave effedts of his paſſion,and ſeeing all conclude (againſt all the likelyhood 
in theworld) in a perpetual baniſhment, he ſtood in need of all his courage indeed, 
not to ſink under fo powerfull an afflition; ſometimes when he was more ſharply tor- 
mented with theſe cruel remembrances, and that he call'd to minde the laſt words of 
Statira, which were too deeply ſettled there to be forgotten : * Is it poſſible ſaid be, 
* Statira, that it ſhould be you yourſelf, who pronounc'd this cruel ſentence of my 
* baniſhment ? you, I ſay,who had ſo many ways teſtified unto me that you loved 
* me, and had by ſo many proteſtations engaged your ſelf that you would love wry 
ternally : 
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' ternally : you who had ſworn a thouſand times that you would never be but mine, 
. and who by a thouſand proofs of my affeftion were moſt aſſured that I would never 
| be but yours? Are not you that ſame Statira, whom I ſav'd from the violence of 
.the Scythians, the ſame whoſe moſt deſerving brother I preſerv'd from death and im- 
_ priſonment ; ſhe for whom I forſook my Father and my Couttry, for whom I dil- 
- Euiſed my quality, and expoſed my ſelf ro nutnberleſſe dangers, in the midſt of my 
greateſt enemies ; ſhe for whom I fought againſt mine own Facher, and my King, 
. and receiv'd wounds that brought me fo near unto my grave ; ſhe whoſe Father [ 
_ reſcued fromſo great danger, with the peril bf my life ; ſhefor whom I ſuffered the 
captivity of Arraban, Parmenio; and Alexander, for whom I reſiſted the affetions 
. of the fair Rexana,for whom I laid afide all conſideration that I was the ſon of a 
great King, to become a poor contemptible Gardner, and ſhe, that very ſhe, whom 
* but a moment before my ruine I with the price of my blood had ranſom'd from 
* the bondage of Alexander ? Yes, you ate the ſame, nay,more youare alſo the very 
* ſame who after ſuch powerful obligations, has had the heart to ſay, Get thee gone from 
before me diſloyal man, and deliver me for ever from the ſight of my moſt mortal enemy: 
- Yes, Statira,l am your enemy,and all theſe ations which I now reproach you with, 
*are indeed the ations of an enemy ; but if you give that nameto me,whom will you 
*call your friends? From which of your beſt and neareſt friends, have you received 
* better offices then from this enemy ? Is it frotn that Alexander whorn you prefer be- 
* fore me,and for whom you forfake me? Has he left his Eſtates t6 ſerve you ? has 
* heoften ſay'd the life, the honour, and rhe liberty of both you and yours > Outra- 
*ges then, and mortal ifuries paſſe with you inſtead of obligations, and ſervices 
*of the nature of mine, are noma unpardonable offences. Hee that has 
* deſtroy'd your Country , burnt your Towns, ſlain your ſubjeas, diſpoſſeſs'd your 
"Father of his Dominions, and perchance by this time of his life, he that hath kepr, 
* anddoth yet keep your ſelf and all your family in a cruel Captivity , has without 
* queſtion both us'd you very well, and done you very good ſervice, and I am he that 
* hath us'd you unworthily and mortally offended you. Alexander loves me,fay you, 
"and I will give my ſelf to him; you make him a preſent,which he has highly deſerv'd 
"indeed, it1s a recompence due to the infinite ſervices he hath reridred you, and you 
' know his affeQion to you by many gallant proofs,and by a number of great obligati- 
"gations q nay, rather ſay vvith more truth, Alexander is Maſter of all Aſia, and of a 
' good part of Exrope, and I am baſely ambitious and inconſtant, which makes me 
* change vvith the ics of fortune, and ſcorn any thing under the Conqueror of the 
* world. Orcondates loves me indeed, Oroondates hath done me ſervice ; but 0r001- 
' dates is vvithout power in his Fathers Dominions, and perchance is hated and caſt off 
' by him for having lov'd me : I will therefore follow the better of theſe two condiri- 
* ons, and forſake him that loves me,ſince he is unfortunate,for him that loves me nor, 
; lince heis great, happy and viRorious. *Tis thus you reaſon with your ſelf, Sratira, 
and *tis thus that from hence forward I vvill reaſon vvith my ſelf; 1 vvill forſake Sra- 
tra, not becauſe ſhe is unfortunate, not becauſe her Father is diſpoſleſs'd of his Do- 
minions, not becauſe ſhe is Alexanders Captive, but becauſe ſhe has not an heart, 
worthy of her birth, becauſe ſhe is baſe, becauſe ſhe is faithleſs, You may well 
pardon me theſe vvords, Statira, fince you have ſo eaſily pardon'd him whom you 
now love, all the miſeries you have ſuffered by him, and chat you can ſo quickly for- 
get both injuries and ſervices. 
- He would often fay many other things,which all' ended in the deſign of forgetting 
ſo ungrateful and ſo ons hn a woman,and of leaving Perſia for ever, to return into 
his own Country, and there to recover that repoſe, which he had voluntarily loſt, for 
ſo many years. Afſſoon as Ifaw him in that minde, 1 endeavored to confirm him in 
it, by all the reaſons I could alledge : ſometimes he vvould ſeem abſolutely reſolv'd 
upon it ; but within an howre after, Statira appearing to his fancy more fair,and more 
charming then ever,took away all thoſe former reſolutions; and I perceiv'd againſt 
my vvill, that he vvould have a mighty difficulty to free himſelf of a paſſion, that vvas 
like to laſt as long avhis life; Yer he having a vvonderful great courage, his indigna- 
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tion wrought powerfully upon him,and ſeeing himſelf driven away with ſo much dif- 
dain, by a perſon whom he thought he had ſo dearly bought,and fo well deſerved, he 
made a conqueſt over his paſſion,worthy of him, and diſpoſed himſelf in the end not 
to love her no more, for he was not able to pull up a fo deeply rooted affeRtion ; bur 
at leaſt to obey her, in depriving himſelf for ever of her ſight In the mean time the 
Chirurgions laboured effectually in our cure, and within a little time they no longer 
doubred of my Maſters recovery. But the uſage he had received from Darims Nis 
daughter, hindred him not from thinking upon her father whom he _y lov'd, and 
whoſe misfortunes he lamented with as much ſorrow as his own ; when he had often 
inquired news of him,he heard that he paſs'd through eArbe/a the ſame night after 
his defeat, yet that he ſtaid there but a very little vvhile and that ſince he was gone 
into Media,with a deſign ſtill ro levy new Forces,and to fight as long as he had a man, 
or a drop of blood in his body : that Alexander had purſued him,with a reſolution to 
ſeek him, in what corner ſoever of his Territories he could retire to, judging that the 
end or the continuance of the War conſiſted in his perſon alone; and that ſo long as 
Darius was alive or at liberty, he muſt not hope for any calm in the States he had vu. 
ſurped from him ; and this was all we could learn at that time. I will not trouble 
you vvith telling how vve paſs'd all the time that our wounds forced us to ſtay at Ar- 
bela, it would be but tedious,and to no purpoſe, let it ſuffice if 1 tell you that they 
were ſo great, that notwithſtanding all the care that vyas had of them, vve could not 
be in a condition to get on horſeback in four vvhole moneths : true it is, that my Ma- 
ſter's grief did much retard his cure, and made him relapſe twice or thrice, very dan- 
pory inthe apprehenſion of thoſe that had us in hand : yer at laſt he mended res- 

onably well , and though his aflidions rather then his wounds , had made his face 
hardly to be known, he1n the end grew able to endure a Journey. But when we were 
preparing to depart, vve heard very doleful cries through the vyhole Town , and 
ſaw our Hoſt come in vvith tears in his eies, and geſtures of a man in very great ſor- 
row. Ah! Sir, (ſaid he to my Prince, as heentred into the Chamber ) what we 
ful neVvs doe 1 bring you ? Poor Darius oxr good K ing has ended his life by the treachery 
of his own ſubjetts, and had no other comfort in his death, but what his ſpiris may receive 
by having been bewailed of Alexander. 

Theſe vvords vvere like a thunder-ſtroak unto my Maſter, and though his own dil. 
aſters, had in probability left him but ſmall ſenſe of anothers misfortune, yet vvas he 
ſo deeply touch'd to hear this loſſe, that our Hoſt, and all that vvere preſent,thought 
he vyould have died with grief. 1will not repeat all his complaints, he made no fewer 
for him, then for eArtaxerxes, and for two whole days he would not ſuffer any bo- 
dy to ſpeak that came to comfort him, the third day being a little ſettled by the r& 
membrance of his own miſeries, he permitted our Hoſt to make him the relation inz 
few words, of what he had heard concerning the death of that poor Prince, which 
he did on this manner. Ky 


"Sir, (faid he) or good King being come to Ecbatana, the Capital City of Me" 
t 


© dia, where he was often vvont to make his abode in the Summer time,found himſelf 
« deſtitute of all his Forces except thirty thouſand Foot, whereof four thouſand were 
© Grecians under the command of Patro; and three or four thouſand Batrian bork 
* commanded by the diſloyal Beſſw , having made ſome ſtay in that Town, he heard 
* there how Alexander had already made himſelf Maſter of Baby/on, by the means 
© of Maze who delivered that place, the Province,his children, and himſelf into bs 
* hands without reſiſtance ; that eAb»lires Governor of Syſa, and Tyridates Govet- 
* nor of Perſepolis, had followed Mazexs his example, and that without drawing 
* Sword, he had gotten all that Country in lefſe time, then he could vvell have ſeenit; 
© and that he vyas coming with very long Marches toward him, being not very far off 
* already. The Kingat this news reſolv'd to fly no farther, bur tory his fortune for 
* the laſt time, and to die hogourably if he were Conquered : with this deſign hee 
* rook the Field again to meet him, and holding a Counſel with Arrabazxs , Beſſm, 
* Nyrbazanes, and thoſe other Commanders that yet remained with him,concerning 
* what was beſt for him to doe, Narbazqnes bad the impudence to adviſe him to * 
**pol1te 
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* poſite the Empire for ſome time into Beſſs his hands, under whom Fortyie would 
* perhaps change her countenance. Oo 

«The King was ſo offended at this motion,that drawing his Sword, he would have 
e kjll'd chat inſolent fellow , it he had not been hindred by thoſe that were'preſent : 
© The Confpirators ſeeing their evil deſign difcovered, reſolv'd to put it in Execution, 
© and for that purpoſe ſecretly ſeducing the hearts of the Soldiers already weary with 
* ſo long ſufferings, they drew them all unto their party. Patro who commanded the 
© Grecians,had tome information of what was plotting, and being truly generors and 
* faithful he earneſtly beſeech'd the King to eceive him ahd his men for the guard 
© of his perſon, and in a few vvords laid open to him the conſpiracy of the Traitors ; 
© the good King hoping no more for any ſafety after ſo many loſſes, or not deſiring to 
* live any longer,after he was forfaken by all his ſoldiers, gave him kind thanks for 
* his advertiſement and offer, but made no uſe'sf either, and being that night reti- 
"red into his Tent, with his ordinary Guards, he ſaw himſelf abandoned by all ex- 
cept only eArtabazus,and ſome few Eunuchs. Aſſoon as he plainly petceivd his 
* misfortune, he gave Arrabazu a parting embrace, and praying the Gods to recom- 
* pence his fidelity,he conjured him vvich the moſt prevailing words he could deviſe,t6 
* 50 away from him, and from thenceforth follow a berter fortune : bnr when he 
: ja eArtabazus would not obey him, he made him be pull'd away by force , and 


« conſtrained him whether he would or no to take his way toward Parthia; After ' 


| his departure he diſmiſs'd his Eunuchs, rewatding them as well as he was able in his 
* preſent condition. Go, (ſaid he to them) think of your ſafety , and tye your ſelves 


no longer to the fortune of a Maſter that muſt die very ſhortly, but had rather die by the 
rrime of another, then by his own. & 


| * Preſently after Beſſs, and Narbazanes eathiein,and without any reſped ſhackling 
' ©*him in manacles of Gold, they made him be pur by force into an il|-favoured Chari- 
; © ot covered with skins, drawn by unknown horfes, and driver by men in an unknown 
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 * livery, carrying him many days in that manner, fothat no body knew what vvas 


* become of him ; but when they heard that Alexander vvas at their heels, they ran to 
*the Chariot and commanded the King to get on horſeback;to ſave himſelf with them 
* out of Alexangders hands ; but the good Prince preferring any other condition be- 
* fore the company of thoſe Traitors, refuſed what they would have had him doe, 
' with ſo much conſtancy and reſohution, that thoſe Monſters exaſperated by his re- 
* ſiſtance,and fruſtrated of all hope of making good conditions with Alexander by 
f delivering him up, wounded him mortally in divers places, and cutting the hamſtrings 
f of the Chariot horſes, ſaved themſelves by flight. Within a little while after, a Ma- 
' cedonian named Polyſtratus running to a Fountain, found the good King in the pangs 
* of death, and having known him by his own diſcovery, he gave him water at his en- 
' treaty, and good Dariz taking it very kindly from him,Thi#(faid he ):s the 1ſt of my 
misfortunes, that having receiv/d this courteſie, I have not the ability to requite it ; but 
Alexander ſhall recompence thee for it ,and the Gods him for his noble nſage of my mother, 
wife, and children. 


Q_2 When 
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Whenyye vvere on our, way,he tho all objeas in Perſia brought Starira ints 
his remembrance, and deſiring to free himſelf from thoſe perſecutions, he reſolv'd ty 
et out of it aſſoon as poſſibly he could, and for ever to forſake a Country , wherein 
e had been overwhelmed with all manner of loſſes and afflictions, Thus re$exion 
made him believe that all the miſeries he had felt,had beg fent him from Heaven as 4 
puniſhment of the crime he had commicted in leaving his Fathers party, for a fooliſh 
conſideration of love ; and ſerving in his own perſon, his moſt mortal enemies againf 
him,which fault he repented as much as the violence of his affe&ion would ſuffer him, 
and being willing to xepair.the trouble which he doubted not but his abſence had cau- 
ſed in his friends, he determined to return to them again, noping that Is abode ih 
Perſia, and what be had done for Darizs , was yet -unknown to them : Ask me not 
whether I. confirm's him in this deſire,' and whether Ivvas joyfull to go receive the 
vvelcomes of my kindred, and to retire with him from thoſe continual diſaſters which 
had perſecuted us in Perſis. This reſolution being taken, we travelled through Me 
dir, and then entred into Zattrieafter that we went into Hircanis , and having paſ: 
ſed the e4raxis came intg the Afiatiqne Scythia, through the Province of the Maſ- 
anpies. 
4 __ know that Scybie is divided jmto two parts, one whereof is in Earope,and the 
other in Aſia, they axe ſeparated by the Mountain [mars and are both ſubje& to 
| King Mathezs, who makes his abode at 1ſedon in Exrape. You vvill diſpence with 
me, if (as I could) Irelate notthe particularities of our Voiage, in which we had no 
conſiderable incounter z and beſides the recital of them would be ſo long , that I had 
berter tell you only matters of more importance, and not trouble you with accidens 
of ſo little conſequence. I will only ſay, that my Prince was ordinarily ſo fad , and 
ſo weakned,and altered with his aflictipns, that I my ſelf ſhould hardly have knomn 
him, and 1 was almoſt out of hope of being able to bring him ſo far as Iſſedos. After 
we had crofs'd throug the eAſatique Seythia, we pals'd Mount Imaw, and entred 
into Ewrope, where in the firſt Village we came at, my Prince deſired to inform him- 
ſelf alittle of the ſtate of the Kingdome, and enquiring of our Hoſt, as a ſtra 
moved with curioſity , he got him to tell him all be knew concerning the Kingki 
Father,and the whole State. 
* Qur Kingdome (faid the Hoſt)-thanks be to the Gods, is in very great tranqui- 
* lity, except ſome Provinces far remote, which having riſen up in arms not long ſince, 
* forced the King to ſend. an Army againſt them under the Command of eAr/aces,who 
* has already defeated them in two great battels, As for Forain Wars , we have not 
* been moleſted with any ſince rhe Truce with Perſia, and our King keeps his neigh- 
* bours in ſuch a fear of his power, that they are content to enjoy their own Territo- 
* ries peaceably, without attempting any. thing againſt his. Some two years ſince he 
* married a ſecond wife,whoſe name was Srraronice 2 Princeſs, but his ſubjeR,and ſiſter 
* tO Arſacomes Prince of the 1ſſedoxs.. All the Kingdome blamed this Marriage, ſo un 
* equal both for age and quality, and the leaſt paſſionate were of opinion , rhat the 
* King hearing no news of our Prince, and having beſides him no other childe by his 
* former wife bo the Princeſs Bernice, had a delire to get a ſucceſſor ro his Empires. 
* True it is, that the King ſeems to doat in his affeRion, and to pleaſe his new Queen 
* has as it yvere forgot the care of his Dominions, repoſing all the charge of then 
* upon. his brotheri1n Law Arſacemes, yvho governs with more liberty now that e#r- 
*ſaces is abſent. ff | 
My Prince interrupting our Hoſt at theſe vvords, 7 know Arſacomes well , { ſaid 
he) but I cannaz tell why thas Arlaces i, of whom you have now made mention to'met 
ewice., *Itis he (replied the Hoſt) who ſtands in competition with «4r/acomes fot 


* the firſt place in our Kings favour ; but he diſpures ic onely by vertue, the other 
* by the power of the Queen his ſiſter. . Not but that. A»/acome; is truly valiant 
s libergl, but they that know Ar/aces doe publiſh wonders of him which 1 amn® 
* ableto. relate ; he's gither 8 Battries,or a Parthiandy birth, and of ſome late yeats 
* has been in the Court ;' he came thicher at firſt as a_private man, and ſerv'd witho®t 
*name or othce in our Armies, butſince his vertue having made ic Mf\known in mt 


*ny 


PI” 5” ww WO _* we ww = 


* 
"—_ 


Book V. CASSAND RA. TT 


* ny ſeveral encounters, he was advanced in the Court by Theodares: heat his firfl 
* coming in, did the King ſome remarkable ſervice, and being raken notice of as an ex- 
* traordinary man, ke followed his affairs ſo well, rhat from ſtep to ſtep ke is riſen to 
* ſuch a height of tavour, that he hath no equall in credit but efArſacomes. It is true 
* zndeed thatallthe world is pleaſed with his 500d fortune, and that it is by his good 
* counſels we have been eaſed of many burthens which oppreſſed us before. At 
* this time he is abſent, as ! have already told you, and is gone to chaſtiſe the T awyo 
* Scythian, and eAgatir/iaz Rebels, whom ſince his departure he ha's beaten in two fer 
* bartels, and this 15all I am able to tell you concerning eAArſaces, Arſacomes15now 
* with the King, and.it is believ'd that bis favour ha's fo blinded him,that by the afli- 
* ſtance he recerves from the Queen his {iſter, be ha's not only rais'd his thoughts 
*tothe Princeſie Berexice, but doth alſo pretend unto her openly. Theſe are the pal- 

«ſages we can hear by rhoſe that come from Court, when you come nearer to it you 
* will learn other newes above my capacity , and wherewith it would neither be ealie 
*nor ſcemly for me to entertain you. 

This was all we learn'd of our hoſt , and my Prince who in another ſeaſon , would 
perbaps hayermpatiently born the marriage of his Father, was hardly ſo much as mo- 
yedatitihen, fo farhad the intereſt of his love ſwallowed all others, and rendred 
him unſenſible of any other care; we proſecuted our voyage , and atter many days 
journeys we en the end arrived at /ſſedox, where the King was at that time; we paſs'd 
chrough the {treess without being known of any body, and entring into the Palace, 
my Prince wentto do his duty tothe King,who was of eaſie acceſs to al kind vf perſons. 
He found bm inthe Garden, with the Queen, the Princeſs his ſiſter, « Arſacomes, and 
many others of the chief of Scythia, and kneeling upon one knee before him, he kiſ- 
ſed his hznd with an exceeding preat reſpect ; the King knew him not at firſt, and 
asking his name many times, har Sir (faid my Prince, does not your Majeſty then ky1ow 
him to whom you gave his brinug;and 15 the face of your ſon Oroondates /o altered that you 
have loſt : rhe fearnres of «© ? Theſe words, and the tone of his voice, open'd the 
eyes of all the company , and they 'all having conſidered him with more attention 


then before, knew all che lineaments of his fate, though his ſorrows had very much dif- 
guiſed them, 


I was allo obſerv'd by my friends, and the ſight of me facilicated rhe kgowing of my 
Maſter;fo unexpected a return,produced verydifferent effeds,and the King beings reti- 
red three or four Reps extreamly ſurpriſed and aſtoniſhed, the Princeſle Bere nice's re. 
ſpect to {1m, could not keep her from falling about her brothers neck, with ſo many 
tears of real joy,that he by them receiv'd a great teſtimony of her affeion toward him; 
he repaid her embraces with the ſame tenderneſſe, and being in the end got looſe from 
ber, to receive thoſe he expected from his Father, he was in a great amaze to ſee him 
change colourtwice or thrice, and inſteadi of affeHionate welcoms, to hear him ſpeak 
theſe words ; har (faid be, darting a furious leok at him) are you then Oroonda- 
tes, not ny ſex Oroondates, Ext Oroondates the crneltſt of all my exemies? art thou th. t 
unnatural for; who baſely forſook. the Party of | bit Father and hus King , and who goins 
over tothe Fnemy , fought With his own hand againſt an «Army Where I was in perſe, 
kill'd my muſt faithful Subjetts almoſt before' mine ovn cyes , and perchance ſought ont 
me my ſelf to embrew his Parricide hayds in the blood of him to whom he owes his birth? 
He that ba's: ſþcat-whole years in the Court, and inthe Service of my irrcconcileable E- 
nemy, while ] was oppreſs'd with Domeſtich Wars, and Who ha's ſought his alliance with 
abaſements nnwvorthy of his quality , while he in the interim laboured my deſtrutlion? 

My Princewas ſo confounded at theſe reproaches, that he was not able to ſpeak to 
hun of a long time ; he was nor at all prepared for that reception , not believing his 
Father ſo well inſtruQed in the paſſages of his life; and having nothing to replya- 
gainſt the eruth of what he faid ,- he was a great while ſtudying what anſwer he 
ſhould make ; butin the end lifting up his head, and looking upon him with an eye 
able to have made him relent, *Sir ( ſaid be) it is true, Love hath made me to commit 
*follies, which one that wete nota Father, and a very good Father, would not eaſily 
* pardon ; but Sir, beſides! my repentance of them which 1 come to teſtifie at your 
| feer, 
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* feet, and the ſubmiſſion wherewith I came to expoſe my ſelf ro all che puniſhments 1 
* have deſerved, | have ſuffered fo cruel a pennance , that your juſt anger would not 
* have enjoyned meſo ſharpan one, 

The King no way mollifyed by theſe words : Xp, perſedious wretch, (ſaid he) think 
not to ſoften me by a forc'd ſubmiſſion, thou dideſt not believe | had been ſo well acquainted 
with thy crimes, but thou ſhalt receive a puniſhment for them, Which ſhall ſerve from 
hence forth fur an example to all unnatural children, and Parricides like thy ſelf ; take a- 
way this ingratefull ſon from before me (continued he, turning roward the Captain of 
his Guard) and let him be carried to the Caſtle of Serey, wee'll firſt take order fer hu ſe. 
carity, and then conſider What kind of puniſhment u due to him. At this ſentence my 
Prince aroſe from before him,and believing he had ſatisfied what he owed unto his Fa- 
ther, he was ſodiſpleaſed with him for ſo inhuman an uſage after ſo longan abſence, 
chat he daigned not to ſay one word to him in his juſtification z but tollowed the 
Captain of the Guard , after he had only demanded thar I might not be taken from 
him. 

We were brought to the Caſtle of Serey, not far diſtant from the Town, it is a very 
ſtrong place, deſtin'd tor the impriſonment of Princes, and furniſhed with all things 
neceſlary f or recreation, as a fine Garden, a fair Park, and all other ornaments that 
can befit a Royal Palace. We'were ſhut up and kept there two whole years, without 
being able to pacifie the Kings anger. He was ſerved according to his quality, butfo 
ſtrictly guarded, that all hope of liberty was forbidden him : True itis he laboured 
not at all for it, nor ever made any attempt to eſcape, or ſo much as ever got the King 
to be ſpoken to for his enlargement. | 1 believe the  Princeſle his Siſter, and all vertu- 
ous perſons ſollicited it with much induftry, but the power of the Queen his Mother 
in Law, to whom his death, orat leaſt his captivity was very important, wasſo great 
over the Kings will, that her conſideration alone, ſtrangled all the good motions which 
nature, and the counſell of impartial friends could work in him ; we believed indeed 
that the impreſſion ſhe gave him, made him perſiſt ſtill in that diſpleaſure, and that s 
long as ſhe had credit with the King, ſhe would oppoſe my Maſters liberty , bur be- 
ſides that , we knew his nature {low to be angred , but ns {lower to be reconciled, 

As long as Darius was alive (ſaid he to thoſe that ſpoke in favour of him) we /aw him 
not, nor ſhould we ſee him nowy if his Fortune were yet on foot, and 1 will make him kyow, 
that we could have ſpared the ſight of him ſtill. 

In the mean time my Maſter, to whom neither his liberty , nor the pleaſures he 
might bave enjoyed in the Court were at all conſiderable, endured his Impriſonment 
very patiently, and found a much greater quiet in it, then he had done in the throng 
of aftairs, andin the converſation of the world : his mind was now become ſo our of 
love with ordinary diverſions , that nothing but ſolitarinſſe alonecould pleaſe him: 
and in that humour, © eAraxes (would he lay to me ſometimes) if the King knew how 
* gentle a puniſhment this reſtraint is, he would without queſtion ſer me ar liberty, and 
* would not ſuffer meto enjoy a tranquility wherein I taſte ſome ſweetneſle, bur rather 
* would precipitate me into thoſe innumerable misfortunes which I have but too much 
* feltalready. It were of great importance to me to ſee ſome Scythian faces, after 
* having ſo long ſeen, and loſt the ſight of my fair, and faithleſſe Srarira, and 1 might 
© by their help recover, what her infidelity ha's made me loſe. That which is moſt 
* lovely among them, ha's ſome reſemblance of what is moſt imperfe& in her, and the 
* converſation of Scythians would be wonderfull delightfull to me after that of Dari 
* ws and eArtaxerxes. Invent thou King of Scythia, another kind of chaſtiſement 
* for him who is no longer in aneſtate to receive any addition to his griefs by all thy 
* cruelties; Fortune ha's done what ſhe could againſt me,and my ſoul ha's no free place 
* left for thee to afflic. 

He often entertain'd me withtheſe and the like diſcourſes, and led a life that made 
me wonder a thouſand times how he could outlaſt ſo many days: but the Gods whole 
wrath was not appeaſed , and who deſtin'd him yer to ſharper ſorrows, and to his laſt 
loſſes, were pleaſed to prolong the courſe of them, leaſt they ſhould loſe the ordinary 
ſubject of their cruelties.No body was ſuffered to come into the Caſtle to us,and of bo 
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that begg*dit of the King, only the Princeſſe Berexice obtain'd permiſſion to ſee her 
brother rwice in two years of his impriſonment z bur both times with ſuch vigilant 
witneſſes which were ſer on purpoſe , that ſhe could never ſpeak one word to him a- 
lone, though ſhe expreſs'd a wonderfull deſire of it, and requeſted it with great im- 
portunity. The Prince her brother who lov'd her dearly, was extreamly troubled at 
it, and entreated her to procure a greater liberty to viſit him if it were poſſible. In 
the mean time he waſted himſelf daily by his ſadneſſe, and withdrawing into the moſt 
remote and ſolitary places of the Park , plunged himſelf into firs of melancholy in 
which he ſometimes ſpent whole days. Then the Image of Srarira repreſenting it 
ſelf unto the eyes of his minde more beautifull, and more attraQtive then ever, made 
all the reſolutions vaniſh which he had taken to forget her : ſometimes he fancied her 
inthe ſame condition he had ſeen her in; when he received the firſt teſtimonies of her 
affection, he found the ſame ſweetneſle in her eyes, and heard the ſame words where- 
with ſhe drew him back almoſt from his grave ; he taſted ſome pleaſure as long as this 
thought poſſeſſed him, but afſoon as it made way for another, and that inſtead of that 
gentle, ſweet, obliging Sratira, he ſaw a Starira arm'd with wrath and thunder a- 
gainſt him, he yet trenibled with fear and was ready to die with ſorrow : and in both 
imaginations he ſigh'd, as well for the miſeries he felt, as for the felicities he had loſt. 
Behold (would he ſay ſometimes) a youth extreamly well ſpent, and gallant hopes bronght 
into a very fair haven ; behold a happie ſucceſſe of ſo many labours, anda fortunate con- 
cluſion of a love grounded npon ſuch marvellous beginnings; it was exceeding neceſſary to 
expoſe my ſelf ſoto many croſſes,and to ſo many diſaſters,as this miſerable life ha's been;per- 
etually toſs d Withall, to reap this brave, this glorious recompence. O Statira, the beſt be- 
lod, and the moſt faithleſſe of all woman-kznd , how generouſly you have dealr with me, 
and in hoW fit a ſeaſon, and how handſomly you have 4gain taken up the thoughts of that ar - 
cient hatred of our Families , certainly you have gain'd an infinit glory by this laſt atti- 
on, and bave fairly reveng'd the Perſians of thoſe loſſes they had heretofore received by the 
Scythians. O bow happy art thou Alexander, ro have attain'd unto the end Which 1 ſpi- 
red to by ways ſo contrary to thoſe 1 prattis'd, and ro have wonn that by bloud, by impriſon- 
ments, andby outrages, Which I have loſt by ſomnch love, by ſo much fidelity , and by 
ſo many ſervices ; and how well ſatisfied art thow Roxana, 10 ſee thy Prediftions accom- 
pliſhed, and this ingrarefull, this brutiſh, and this uncivil man, puniſhed according to thy 
wiſh, With a chaſtiſement that Was moſt juſtly due to him. 

Thoughts of this nature were his ordinary-entertainments, and ſometimes lying 
along by the fide of a Fountain whoſe ſource he often augmented with his tears, when 
the water of it was a little ſetled fromthe trouble which their falling into it had cauſed, 
and that he could read the marks of his affliction in the alteration of his face; Were it 
poſſible (would he ſay) rhar Statira could ſee me in this condition, rouch'd with pitty, 
and that ſhe could behold the change of my countenance and not bave ſome remorſe for that 
of ber oWpn heart. 

Theſe were all his paſtimes, and if he went ſometimes a hunting in the Park, where 
tiere was great ſtore of game,he was ſo inſenſible of the pleaſures which were wont for. 
merly to dvert him, that we judg'd in the end, his diſeaſe was utterly incurable. He 
never enquired after the affairs of theState,and had ſo given overall kind of other cares; 
except that of his grief, that he ſeem'd no longer to have any intereſt in the world. 1 
ſtirr'> not out of the Caſtle no more then he, and though x fo leave was offer'd me, 
upon canditian I would come in no more, I would not accept it, but perſever'd in the 
reſolution I had taken, to fix my ſelf inſeparably to the good or evil fortune of my 
Maſter ; he lamented my condition, and often ſaid tome, eAraxts, be no longer 0b- 
ſtinate r0 accompany my deſt inie, it 1s ſo unfortunate that *twill entangle thee in my deſtr u- 
tion, and I am ſo ſorry to ſee thee ſpend thy youth in ſo unhappy as eſtate, that my griefs 
as thereby receive a moſt ſenſible addition, retire from me I prithee, and if 1 be not able as 
T ought, and 4s 1 could wiſh, to requite the good ſervices I have received from thee, ſatisfie 
thy ſelf with my good deſires, and expett thy reward from the Gods, who Without doubt 
will not ſuffer rhy fidelity to go without a recompence. Theſe words drew tears out 


of my eyes, but not the defigne out of my heart, which I had ſettled in it never to 
forſake him while I lived. A. 
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A year was already run outſince the beginning of our impriſonment, when we 
learn'd by our Keepers that the Aacedonians were centred Scythia under the com. 
mand of Arimbas , and my Prince asked the Captain of our Guards what order the 
King took about it ; * Sir ( anſwered he) it is but very few days ſince Arimbas Gover. 
*nor of Pontws for Al:-xandey , is come into our Frontiers with an Army of fo 
* thouſand men, he ha's done no great matters yer, andasthe King was thinking tg 
* raiſe Forces to ſend, or lead thither himſelf for the defence of his Countrey; he heard 
* that the valiant eAr{aces was coming home victorious with his, after having done 
© ſuch actions of courage, and good conduct againſt his rebel| Subjects, as ſurpaſs he. 
* lief; The Newes made him change his Deſigne , and inſtantly he diſpatch'd a Mef. 
* ſenger with all ſpeed unto eArſaces, ſending him Order to march with his whole 
* ſtrength againſtthe Macedonians, while he rais'd more to come, and joyn with him 
* under the command of Ar/acomes ; every body hopes for a happy ſucceſs of ths 
* War by the valour, and good fortune of Arſaces, and all the Kingdom prepares 
* cheerfully, to oppoſe this enemy of the whole earth. 

Do but ſee Sir , how love, and grief , thoſe two fatall and ruinous paſſions, had 
chang'd my Maſters mind as well as his body, and how they had diveſted him of all 
his former inclinations, to Jeave no acceſs for any but themſelves, Informer times he 
would have been extreamly moved atſuchan occaſion, and would not have been able 
to endure his impriſonment, when it was needfull to take up arms for the defence of 
his Countrey, and that the King his Father was fain to ground his hopes, and the pro- 
tection of his Dominions, upon the valour and fidelity of a ſtranger, of mean and ob- 
ſcure birth; but then he receiv'd this newes as the relation of a Story in which he was 
not at al concern'd,and made no ſhew in the world either of ſorrow tor the troubles of 
his Countrey,or of envy to the glory of that Arſaces who poſſeſſed his place,and rer- 
dred thoſe ſervices to his father,which in all likelyhood he ſhould rather have expe&ed 
from him; he only ſaid to him that had made him that relation ; 1f I were not ſocri- 
minal as 1 am, and that the King would honour me With this enterpriſe, I would ſerve hin 
in it, perhaps with leſſe prudence, and leſſe valour , but at leaſt With as much fidelitie a 
Arſaces, Two months after the advancing of theſe Forces, newes came to Cou 
and to us alſo , that Arſaces had you battel to the Afacedonians, that he had kill'd 
their General Arimbas , and had gotten fo abſolute a victory, that ſcarce a man 
eſcaped. 

All Scythia made bonfires for this good ſucceſſe, and they of Iſſedo» prepared to re. 
ceive Arſaces, who all covered with Lawrels, was returning into a Countrey which he 
had reſtored to quiet by many viRories gloriouſly obtained ; within a few days after 
we heardthat he was come, and that the King, the whole Court, and all the people had 
rendred him honours worthy of his vertue and ſervices; but within a week more we 
were told how the King withoutany conſideration of his deſerts, had caus'd him to 
be put in priſon, the reaſon of his diſgrace being known but to very few. My Princqws 
ſorry for his Fathers ingratitude,and would wilingly have diſpoſed himſelf to help that 
gallantman,if he had had any powerto help himſelf: To what purpoſe Sir,ſhould Trice 
you longer with ſo tedious a thing, and tel you the particulars of our impriſonment, 
which are not of any conſequence:I will therefore paſle by theſe ſmall matters, and lt 
you know!that two years were almoſt expired ſince ourgreſtraint, when my Maſter boy 
by ſome of thoſe that waited on him, that the King his Father was at the Caſtle ga 
and that he was coming in to ſee him with a ſmall Train. Oroondates was ſurpriſed 
with ſo unexpeRed a viſit, from him who ſeem'd to have laid afide the name of Father, 
ro take up that of his moſt mortal Enemy, and not loſing time to conſider what might 
be the cauſe that brought him , he went out of his Chamber to receive himz he met 
him in the Court of the Caſtle, attended by ſome of the Principal of his Officers, anl 
having ſaluted him with an humble reſpe& and ſubmiſſion, the King us'd him ina ver 
different manner , from the reception he had given him at his arrival in Scythia , and 
having rais'd him up with a kinde embrace. So (ſaid he) you have ſofiered\ enough fat 
a fault, Which to ſay truth, deſerv'd ſome puniſhment, but now I come my ſelf to releaſe 
you ont of an impriſonment, which the inveterare hatred of our Family againſt that of by 
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lia ha's perchance maae to laſt too long. The Prince without expreiling any joy at this 
newes of his enlargement, reply'd, © Your Majeſty next to the Gods, may diſpoſe of 
* my Deſtiny, and either baſten or retard my liberty, according to the greatneſs of my 
* fault, and according to your Royal pleaſure. well ſon (anſwered the King) ler s 
blot what us paſt , ont of our remembraxce , and endeavour both of us to make amends by 
attions contrary to thoſe that made this difference between its, 

After this diſcourſe, thoſe that attended the King, ſaluted my Prince with tears 67 
joy, and ſuch expreſſions as viſibly teſtihed, that the affeftion which his rare vertues 
had kindied in the hearts of his friends, was not yet extinguiſhed, and that all Scyrhis 
which mourned for his captivity , would receive his Freedom as the beſt fortune that 
could betall it z when he had return'd their embraces, the King leaving the company 
inthe Hall, entred into an inward room whether he call'd only h:s fon, and Ar/aco- 
mer, and having walk'd a turn'or two , he began to ſpeak thus unto my Prince. 

*You mult needs confeſle Oroondates , that you have infinitely failed in what you 
* oweto me, in what you owe unto your Countrey, and in what you owe unto your 
*ſelf: and 1 will confeſle too, that I perchance have likewiſe proceeded againſt you 
* witha rigour very contrary to the former teſtimonies of my affection, and to what 
*you might have hoped for from a father who had not ſeen you of many years : we 
*have bin both of us ro blame, but the knowledge of our mutual faults,can neither wipe 
* out of our mindes the engagements of nature, nor thoſe of vertue; and as I inde 
* that the remembrance of yours, hinders me not from conſidering you ſtill as my ſon, 
* nor from giving you proofs of my former love by the contidence i will have in you: 
*$0T hope allo that the remembrance of the uſage you have received from me,will not 
* hinder you from conſidering me ſtill as your Father , nor from giving me. proofs of 
*your former obedience and tidelity , by ufing that confidence I have in you as you 
*oughtto do. This aſſurance { Son) together with the belief 1 have that. you have 
*loſt nothing of that vertue, whereof from your firſt years you gave ſuch pregnant 
* hopes, encourages me to put you again into employment z you have now a brave 
* occaſion to make your ſelf remarkable, and I ſhould think I did you a mortal inju- 
*ryif I ſhovld truſt that commandunto another, which by right is due only unto 
'you. Know then that ſince the defeat of emibas, Z opirio his brother, Governor 
'of Thraciator Alexander, ha's paſt the Boſphorus at Byzantium with an Army of 
' fifty thouſand men, and is entred into our Ferritories, where he does all as of ho- 
* ſtility, his coming ha's wrought ſuch an effe&t among the people whom the name of 
' Alexander ha's ſtruck with terrour, that moſt part of the Towns upon the ſhore of 
"the Exxixe Sea, and upon the banks of the River Boriſthenes, deliver themſelves up to 
* bim already, and ſtay not for the coming of Alexander, who with a much more pu- 
* ifſant Army , is advancing himſelf as a deluge to overflow our Dominiens ;' you 
* have here a gallant occaſion to defend yourg{zountrey againſt the Uſurper of the 
*whole Earth, and to decide your old quarrels with your particular Enemy : My Age 
* Which makes me now unable to bear the toyls of War, will not ſuffer me to oppoſe 
*his Conqueror in mine own perſon, nor to go and fight with him upon thoſe lmits 
' Which never any body yet invaded , but to their loſſe and confuſion; I have prote- 
*Ctedthem againſt his Father, and you my ſon ſhall go and defend them againſt him- 
"ſelf. Someof my Counſellers oppoſed the choice I made of you, and repreſented 
to me that my rigorous uſage of you, did in'part diſpence you from the fidelity you. 
owe me, and forbad me to truſt you with an Army , upon which I have grounded 
* our ſuppert .and conſeryation ; but my knowledge of your good nature, cf 
*your love toglory, and of theemulation you ought to have againſt Alexander, 
: ha's drowned alltheſe ſuſpicions, and I have moreover conſidered that you will fighr 
. alſo for your ſelf and that in deceiving me,you would but deliver up unto the Enemy 
thoſe people thar muſt hereafter obey you, and thoſe Eſtates you muſt hereafter 
po fleſſe. I have drawn thoſe Forces out of Garriſon, that returned home with A- 
'[aces, and have already made them begintheir march toward the Exxize Sea where 
 Copirio makes his progreſſe ; you ſhall go forth from hence, and overtake them, to 
command them while ] make new Levies, which ſhall follow you as ſoon as they are 
in 
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*ina readineſs, and by which addition you may increaſe your Army before the atri. 
*valof eAlexander ; but I mean you ſhall away to morrow morning, without ma- 
* king any longer ſtay, without coming into 1ſſedox, and without ſeeing any of your 
* friends, but thoſe that ſhall make the Voiage with you ; 1 have particular reaſons tg 
* diſpatch you with this diligence, and ro morrow you ſhall finde at this Caſtle pare, 
* all your Equipage in Order, and all thoſe that muſt attend you in this Expeds | 
tion. | 
The Prince anſwered this long Diſcourſe of his Fathers , no otherwiſe but with 4! 
tow reverence, and ſome proteſtations of his deſire to do him the ſervice he was obli.$ 
ged to, Yet though he was almoſt abſolutely taken off from all thought of State 
Afﬀairs, that deſire of glory which ſtill remained in him, and the love of noble a&+ 
ons, which his ſorrow Pad not extinguiſhed, made him vvith joy receive , not the" 
news of his liberty, but of an occaſion to bear arms again, and to diſpute of valour-! 
with Al-xander, at the head of an Army, which happineſle hee yet had never had, 
though he always had moſt ardently defired it. He demanded leave of the King to 
ſee the Princeſs Berenice his ſiſter, but it was refuſed him, and the King commanded 
him not to enquire the cauſe that made him ſend him away ſo ſuddenly, and fo & 
cretly. The Prince refign'd himſelf to his Fathers pleaſure , without murmuring, 
and ſpent the reſt of the day vvith him in receiving Orders and Inſtructions for that 
War. | ; 
The next morning aſſoon as it was day, the King himſelf led him out of the Cx 
ſtle, where my Prince found a very brave retinue, and amongthe Officers appointed 
for his houſe, he knew Toxarts and Loncates, thoſe two exon ſervants which he 
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had loſt at the battel of Arbe/a, and who a while before(were return'd into Scyrhia, 
after having run through an infinite number of dangers, and endutr'd a long captivity 
among the Macedonians. My Maſter was extreamly glad to ſee them,and having uſe 
them with great kindneſs, as the faithful companions of his fortune , he with much 
civiliry embraced all thoſe who by his Fathers election were to attend him. The King 
ſaw him get on horſeback,ahd having taken his leave of him,return'd to Iſſedon,afſoon 
as we were gone. 

My Prince being accompanied by Arſacomes, Theodates , my Father whoſe name 
is Cleoreſtes, and two or three hundred of the chief men of all Scythia, followed 
the Army, which was two or three days march before us, and took the way toward 
that part of Scythia which is called Sendica ; and which is ſituate between the Euxis 
Sea, and the River Borifthenes, The fourth day after our departure, we got upto 
our Forces, and upon the banks of the River Hypasis, my Prince made a generall 
muſter of them ; hefound them very weak, and admired the King his Father wonld 
ſend him with ſo poor a ſtrength againſt the Conquerors of the whole world. The 
Iſſedens had arm'd fix thouſand horle, gthe Sarmazes four thouſand , the Maſſagetes 
5000, the Agatirſians 3000, the Tanroſcythians 3000,the Agripeans 2009 , the Ne- 
madians three thouſand, the Hyleans, the Baſilides, and all thoſe that are neer the 
Lake of Bzges (ix thouſand, and the Satarchians two thouſand ; he had no Infantry 
at all, for you know the Scythians never make uſe of any but in great Expeditions, 
and where they are conſtrain'd to bring up all their Forces. 

The Prince baving found by his Muſter Rolls, that his whole Army conſiſted of 
no more then five and thirty thouſand horſe, divided it into three bodies, he gave 
the firſt of ten thouſand to Arſacomes, the ſecond of a like number to Theodates 
Prince of the Sarmates, and kept a third of twelve thouſand forhimſelf, making my | 
Father © 09 a his Lieutenant, and giving him the command of that body in tus 
place, whenſoever he ſhould be forced to goe to any other part of the Army where 
his preſence was neceſſary. There yet remain'd three thouſand horſe, and my Prince 
was pleas'd that I ſhould have the honour to command them as a looſe reſerve, to 
give relief to thoſe that ſhould firſt ſtand in need of aſſiſtance. 

This being ordered, the Army march'd ſtrait to the Boriſthenes, and having paſs'd 
it over a Bridge of Boats, advanced toward the City of Olbiopolis, which was then 
beſieged by Zopirio, being the onely place that had had the courage to make a gene- 
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rous defence. - I believe, Sir, you will be content I ſhould cut off as much of the dil- 
courſe of this War, as I can poſſibly. I will tell you therefore, (omitting many par- 
ticularities of ſmall importance) that the ſame day we paſs'd the Boriſthenes , we re- 
ceived intelligence, that Zopirio advertiſed of our haſty advance toward him , had 
raiſed his Siege from the place which he had block'd up before, and was coming to 
meet us with Colours flying, 

Oroondares gave the Gods thanks for his brave reſolution , and though he knew 
* the weakneſs of his Forces, yet would he not ſtay for the Supplies the King his Fa- 
£4 ther had made him hope for, but thought he would encourage thoſe he had, ſo well 
P by his example, that he ſhould infallibly obtain the Vicory : with this confidence 
”” hemarch'd ſtrait toward him, and to ſhorten this relation, the chird night after, wee 
diſcovered the fires of his Army in a great Plain which is between the Cities of 0161- 
 opolis, and Aileropelis, and the Boriſthenes, and the Danube. Thus {ight put courage 
into the Scythians, who indeed are the moſt Warlick of all men living, eſpecially 
| for the defence of their Territories. 

My Prince had much adoe to keep them in that night , and aſſoon as ever the 
Sun began to reſtore his 1;ght unto the world, the rwo Armies ſaluted one another 
with ſuch dreadful ſhouts, that the Banks of the Danube ecchoed with them,and ma- 
ny birds aſtonted with the loud ſhrilneſs of that noiſe , fell down afrighred among 
the ſoldiers feet. Oroondares at the very firſt peep of day , had caus'd the ſignal of 
the batte] ro be fet up on the top of his Tent, which was in a field Gwles , two crofle 
Javelins proper. The Scythians no ſooner ſaw it appear, but they ſent forth a ſecond 
ſhour, full of joy; and eagerneſle to fight, from whence my Prince drew a pood pre- 
ſageof the Victory. When he was gotten up, he offered ſacrifices in company of all 
the Commanders to 7apitcr, to Apollo, and to the Goddeſs Tellzs, and to Mars the 
faireſt horſes of the Army ; and having given out Orders to the principal Otticers, 
he ſent them away unto their charges. A while after he put on all his arms excepr 
his headpiece, which Toxaris carried after him, and mounting on horſeback, he vitt- 
ted all the Troops one after another,obſerving,and carefully correcting the deteRs,gi- 
ving all inſtrutions neceſlary for the winning of the battel , and exhorting them to 
: do gallantly, by the moſt preſſing words, the deſire of Victory could pur into his 
d mouth, Ay friends (laid he tothem) theſe you have now to fight Withal are not the 
. Perſians, your ancient enemies whom you alwayes conquered more eaſily then you 
; could meet With them ; 1 will not flatter you , nor make any ſcruple to tell you that 
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0 which might ſtrike terror into cowards, but will ouly add vigour to that noble conrage 
| Which always accompanies. you upon ſervice, and which hitherto has made you vitloriou 
d over all thoſe that have dared to encounter you. They are Macedonians, they are Thra- 
_ clans, two valiant, warlike people , and to be plain they are part of thoſe Forces that 
es have made their King the Emperor of the world : They are the Uſurpers of all the earth, 
of Who not being ſatisfied with that Tyrannous domination they have got by violence over 
* all Aſia, Africa, and the better part of Europc, would yer extend ther Empire over 
: your liberties and your lives: Let this difference of your enemies raiſe you to extraordinary 
b 


atchievements z- you cannot conquer them without difficulty but neither can you conquer 
them without gloty,-nor Without fruit; upon the Winning or loſing of this day , depends 
D the repoſe or utter r#ine of the Scythians. If they prevail, Alexander will without que- 
ſtion, have a free entrance into-onr poſſeſſions, and that mighty eArmy whereWith bee 
marches already againſt us, will advance without reſiſtance into the remoreſt parts of 
ly Scythia, aud into the ſecreteſt places of your abodes, and families ; but on the contra ., 
by their defeat he Will give over the deſign of invading you, or if he. ſhold perſevere 
mus, you will howſotver gain an infinite advantage, by having learn'd fo Conquer thoſe 
that were never conquered. : 
He ſaid many, other things to this purpoſe, and finding they had produced the effect 
: he deſired, he made the Army = in Battalia ſtraight unto the Enemies, who ad- 
vanced likewiſe in very good order. Then it was that I obſerv'd a chearfulneſs in his 
countenance, I had never ſeen there, ſince the unhappy accidents of his life, which 
ah had quite takeh away hjs lively humour : 1 had never =o him before at the head of 
2 an 
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an Army under his own command, and I conſidered him there with ſo much plex 

ſure, that it is hard for me to paſſe over in filence, his gracefulneſs,both in comman- 

ding, and in all the ether Functions of his charge. He had ſo noble, and yet {6 

lovely a fiercenels in his arms, that he moved both love, and fear in all that look'd 

upon him ; when the Armies were drawn rieat to one another, he put on his Cask, 

all covered with plumes, and ſtones of value, and ſetting himſelf at the head of the 

Battel , hee commanded Ar/acomes who led the Van-guard, to begin the Charge, 

Scarce had the Trumpets given the Signal , when che firſt Squadrons clos'd with a 

fury hard to be expreſs'd ; the Thracians had not the leiſure to make uſe of their Ar- 

rows, for the Scythians falling in .pel-mell forced them to fight at handy-blows : 

This firſt encounter was very bloody, bur after having long conteſted for the better, 
our Cavalry began to put;their Foot into diforder,when Z opirio prong my nem up 
with the main Body of the Army, and thundring in upon our men made a terrible 
ſlaughter of them, before they could be reliev'd by Oroondates. I kept upon the 
right Wing, with my three thouſand horſe, and obferving the diſadvantage of our 
ſide, Iruſh'd into the midſt of the Enemies, and recovered our affairs a litcle again; 

while my Prince moving forward with his Battalion made the fight ſothething leſs un- 
equal. Zopiriowho,as well as my Maſter, had parted his _ into three Bodies, 
made his laſt advance, and Theodates by his example, and by the Princes command, 
led on the Rere-guard to oppoſe him. Then it was that the two whole Armies being 
ingaged, fought with marvellous courage and obſtinacy, each having taken a reſo- 
lution to conquer,or periſh upon the Freld; and I may well affure you with truth,that 
of fo my thouſand men as fell that day, there was hardly ſo much as one that re 
ceiv'd his death in running away ; The Thracian and Macedonian Infantry , ſeeing 
chemſelves trampled under foot by the Scythian Cavalry, kil'd their horſes with 
Javelins, and keeping cloſe _— covered themſelves with their ſhields, and bore 
up ſtiffely againſt them to hinder their being utterly roured. Our Enemies ſurpaſs'd 
us in number, and they were much better arm'd then we, but the valour of our Ge- 
neral, and his wonderful readineſs in giving ſeaſonable relief where there was moſt 
need, made them loſe all the advantage, which their number, and the difference 
of arms gave them overus. He had already done miraculous things, and by reaſon 
of the blood that was all over him, could hardly be known bur by his ſtature, and 
the blows he gave ; when Zopirio pou , the day incline already to our party , obſer- 
ved him among all the reſt, and conſidering that the greateſt part of the Viftory 
conſiſted in the death of that Commander, he broke through his own men, and ha- 
ving a ſtrong Javelin in his hand, after he had defied him with a loud cry, he raſttd 
upon him ; and ſtriking him while he was otherwiſe employed, the point of his 
Javelin paſſed between the mailes that defended his atm, and gave him a ſlight hunt 
in the hinder part of his ſhoulder. . Zopiriv ſeeing his Javelin engaged in my Ma- 
ſters arms, let it go, and was already lifting up his fword , to ſecond his firſt blow, 
but my Prince turn'd about to him with ſo great a fury, and ſo admirable a readineh, 
that Zopirio frozen with fear, began to repent his boldriefs, when the blade that fel- 
dome fail'd of making a mortal wound, finding paſſage through the defeR of his Cu- 
raſs, under the arm which he had heaved up, ran him quite through. the body, and 
made him drop down dead among the horſes feet. The death of their Genera} did 
much abate their courage, and the Scythians who ſaw him fall, ſent forth a fierct 
cry, which ſtruck yet a greater terrour into them, and without doubt haſten'd thei 

defeat. Certain it is, that we found not ſo much reſiſtance amorig them as before, 
and that in the end the Victory declared it ſelf openly for us. To what prpegy 
it, Sir, to keep you in a tedious Relation, the Enemies were defeated, as without que 
ſtion you have heard, but their obſtinacy was ſo-great, that not one of them eve 
if his back, or ask'd quarter; and our Victory was fo abſolute, that after the 
heat of the Fight, my Prince had much ado to ſave a ſmall nurhber , though aſe 
rably hack*d by the ctuelty of the Scyrhians. Six thouſand of ours were {lain upo? 
the place, and more then ten thouſand wounded : After this notable ViRory , my 


* Prince having giventhanks unto the Gods, retized into his Tens, andWould not = 
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fer his wounds to be dreſs'd, till the bodies of the principal Officers were ſought,and 
particularly Zopirio's, which he commanded to be honourably buried, as if he ha& 
heen the beſt 6t his friends, Of fifty thouſand fighting men that had followed him, 
not one as I told you avoided the fury of our arms by flight,and all the reſt died moſt 
gallantly upon the place, except thoſe few priſoners which my Prince ſav'd from: the 
like deſtiny, whoſe ranſome he pard himſelf ro thoſe that had taken them ; and fer 
chem ar liberty, giving leave to thoſe that would to ſtay in his Camp till their wounds 
were healed, allowing them wherewthal to pay for their cure, arid ſhowing them as 
much kindneſs as they could have hoped for from their own kindred. He alſo gave 
order to have the wounded men of his own Army carefully dre'd , ro have thofe 
that had fought well recompenced according to their deſerts, and to have the ſpoil 
diſtribured with juſtice, and without confulion He had three hurrs himſelf, yer but 
light ones, and ſuch as kept him =_ three or four days in bed. Aſſoon as be was 
well enough to ride on horſeback again, he made his Army diſ-incamp, and ſending 
his fick and wounded men to 0lb;epotis, in Waggons, he marched with his Forces to: 
wards Miletopelis, and the other Towns which had ſhamefully deſerted their Kings 
pafry, to recave the yoke of the Macedonians. Miletopolu was the firſt he laid ſiege 
to, and that City which had not had the courage to oppoſe their Enemies witty ho- 
nour and juftice, had yet the ſtabbornneſs to Rand out againſt their lawful Prince, 
and to refuſe him entrance, whether it were becauſe they were diſ-affeted to rheir 
King, or that the knowledge of their fault , putting them out of hope of pardon , 
made chem refobve toexpect relief from Alexander, or bury themſelves in their own 
runes, 

The place was very ſtrong, and kept us a moneth without the walls ; but ir the 
end after the lofle of fome of our men, our Prince having ſtorm'd it m_— on 
alt ſides, carried it by affaulr, and his mercy was fo great, chat-afſoon as he faw him- 
ſelf Maſter of it, he ſtopt the execution, and being fſarisfied with the death of thoſe 
that were ſlairs upon the breach, he generouſly pardon'd all the reſt, rhoughr chey 
had not ſo much as a hope of it, and placing a reaſonable Garriſerrim rhe Town; fut- 
fered che Inhabitants to enjoy a}l their former Immunities and Priviledges. This 
At of Clemency was blamed by many of his party,who could nor zpprove hi fo grear 
gentleneſs, to a place ſo 6bſtinarely rebellious, and who-maintai'd that to reeritie 
fuch as were guilty of the fame crrme;, and were yet to be fubdued, he ſhould have 
utterly defttoyed m. 

But my Prince fmiled at their Maxittis, and following the inclinations of his own 
generous nature, «tain'd by that moderation, to the end which they would have'tiad 
him tend to by contrary means; for within a few days after, rhe'report of hismild- 
nefs being ſpread through that revolred Province, all the Countrey fubmitted ir ſelf 
voluntarily unto- him ; and within leſfe then three months, fourteen Towns char hed 
dectared for Ale #ander, returns again to their obedience , and put themfelves mts 
tis hands. T agus, Caliorbia, and Orchilachia, ſeated upon' the Frontiers of Tax 
Cherchoneſws ſtood out the deſtiny of Miteropotis, and having' refiſted to the fait ex- 
_— ; were taken by force hke it, and' received ahnoft che like favourable e- 


I paſſe lightly over theſe things, to ſhorten the Relation of matters not muck in- 
portant, that I may come to the concluſion of my Princes loves: I willtell you 
therefore, that while we lay before Orchilachia, my Prince ſaw two or three of his 
Guard come into his Tent. who preſented a man unto him. Orocondares having as- 
ked them why they brought him before him, Sir, (anſwered they ) he is newly 
come out of the T Wn; and being fallen into the hands of our men , he prayed them to 
bring him unto you, to whom he Would rell ſomething of great conſequence ; we neg- 
letfed not todo ſo, and though he ſpeaks the Scythian T ongue ſ0 ill, that we had much 
adoe ro wnderſtand him, and thade 1s eaſily ſte rhat he is wot of this (Country, we be- 
lie dyet, that jour knowledge in Forain Languages, wowld aſſiſt you to draw that bene- 
fit, Which you may hope for from his Intelligence. | | 

NYeenaares who while they were faying thus, had conſidered che Stranger, _ 
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ved features in his face that were not unknown to him, and having call'd me, to re- 
quire help from my memory, the man after he had ſaluted him upon his knee,flaid tg 
him in the Perſaz Tongue, * I ſee you have forgot me, Sir, but it you pleaſe t9 
© call to minde choſe perſons I have ferv'd, you will remember, that I have had the 
© honour to do you ſome ſervice alſo. 

Theſe words, and the tone of his voice, put us out of doubt, and made us knoy 
him preſently, to-be the Eunuch Tyres, that faithful ſervant to the Princeſſes gf 
Perjia, who had been taken with them by Alexander , and had never left them, 
but to carry the news to Darius of the death of the Queen his wife , and who hag 
led us himſelf to Syſigambis his Tents, where he had continued after my Maſters fx 
tal adventure. This knowledge of him infinitely ſurpriſed my Prince, who riſing up 
from his Chair, embraced the Eunuch with great kindneſs, and with tears which he 
could not refrain, at the remembrance which his ſight awakened in him, 0 T Jrew, 
(aid he) is it poſſible that I ſee you, and that you have been able to forſake rhe Lays 
you ſerv'd, ro come into Scythia ? * Sir, (replyed the Eunuch) it my being in this 
* Countrey has ſurpriſed you, the cauſ of it will ſurpriſe you a great deal more ; Yle 
* tell iryou when you pleaſe to give me the liberty, and will give you a faithful ac- 
* count of the charge that has been-truſted to me. 

The Prince ſtartled at this Diſcourſe, and was afſaulted with ſo many ſeveral in- 

ward motions, that the changes of his countenance witneſſed the bilturbence of his 
minde ; his mouth was open twice or thrice to ſpeak ; But in the end he came to 
himſelf, and conſidered that without queſtion the Eunuch had things to tell him, 
which required not ſo many witneſſes. That was it that made him reſolve to ſtay 
ſome few howres, that he might diſcourſe with him , and hear what he had to ſayat 
better liberty ; with this thought, well, Tyrexs, (aid he) we will ralk, together « 
non at night with more leiſure and conveniency, in the mean time 1 Will aſſure you, that 
what buſineſſe ſoever brings you hither, you are very welcome into a place where I have 
ſome power, and where I will endeavonr to requite part of the conrteſies 1 receiv d fras 
Jou in your Country. 
-» After theſe words he afforded me the liberty to embrace him, and to renew the ac- 
quaintance which we had made together in Perjia. I took care to give him accommo- 
dation to reſt himſelf, to welcome him with all the good intertainment 1 could 'gire 
him, and to divert him the remainder of the day , while my Maſter thought of the 
affairs belonging; to the Siege as much as his new impatience would permit him, 
When it was night, and that my Prince after ſupper had gotten free fromthe Com- 
manders, and other - Officers that had buſineſs wich him , he retired into his Cham- 
ber, and afſoon as-hewasin bed, he ſent me to call in Tyrexs, and cauſing ſtools ty 
be ſet by his bedſide, .he commanded us to fit down, and to make every body elſe 
go forth. We were no ſooner left alone , but addreſſing himſelf to the Eunuch; 
Tyrews,(faid he) now we are at liberty, or rather I am now ready, to receive by your 
Diſconrſe, moſt ſenſible renewings of my grief, and perhaps ſome change in my preſent 
condition : Speak, without flattery I- pray you, to him who can neither have any addition 
to his ſorrows, nor hope for any kind of joy. The Eunuch being fate down by his com- 
mand, and having bethought himſelf a little of what he had to ſay, began his Re- 
lation on this manner, ff 
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"IT E. Diſcourſe 1 am to make urito-you, Sir; will fatisfie you, and afflit you 

both together, and I think that .never any news was ſo'<qually divided betwee® 

joy and grief, as that I bring is like to be.to you. - I ſhall tell you ſome things which 

I could not-be preſent at.niy felf,but I learn'd the truth of them from Cleowe,and _ 
: [0 


| thatafter his departure, one day, (a 
| mainder of her life, and moſt contrary to yours as we have ſufficiently known ) the 
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the Princeſſes own mouth, and inſtructed my ſelf very well in them, before I under- 

took the buſineſs that was impoſed upon me. 
After that by eAlexanders command, the Queens and Princeſſes were gone from 
Sidon ; and that with a moſt ſenſible ſorrow, they were ſeparated from you by the 
orders of the Conqueror, they removed *o Gaza, which he had already cauſed to be 
block'd up ; during that Siege they were lodgdin an houſe near the Town,where A- 
lexander vifited them often, and where he renewed his perſecutions of Sratira, That 
generous Princefle remembring her obligations to you , and the promiſes ſhe had 
made you, reſiſted all his importunities with a wonderful courage, and yet with fo 
much civihty and gracefulnefſe, that Alexander inſtead of. being taken off, was ra- 
ther the more inflamed by her coldneſs, and finding by converſation the beauties of 
her minde, as he had already obſerved thoſe of her body, he gave himſelf abſolutely 
to her, and forgot all the paſſion he had formerly had tor Bar/ina. The Princeſle 
was extreamly troubled art it, but having an admirable diſcretion, ſhe diſſembled parr 
of her thoughes,and diſcovering the reſt, behaved her ſelf in ſuch a manner,that with- 
out exaſperating a yong Conqueror whole power was abſolute over her, ſhe gently 
extinguiſhed thoſe hopes, which her civility, and favorable uſage might make him to 
conceive. True it1s, that Alexander had ſo many imployments , that ſhe had much 
reſpite by them, and during that time of quiet, her entertainment was onely con- 
cerning you z {leone hath given me aſſurance of it, and told me that the knowledg 
the Queens whole family had of your affe&tion,allowing her the hberty to diſcourſe of 
t with the Pririceſs her ſiſter, Barſ6na,and thoſe other Ladies that were deareſt ro her; 
the fweeteſt conſolation ſhe had in her misfortunes, was to ſpeak inceſſantly of you, 
and to hear the praiſes thoſe Ladies gave you in her preſence, as welt to bear witneſs 
of the truth, as becauſe they knew the ſatisfaction ſhe received thereby. After the ta- 
king of Gaz.4,we were fain to go from thence into Egypr,and the King giving order to 
hare the Princeſſes brought upon the Ni/e,to Mcmphzs,came thither the ſame way alſo 
himſelf. There it was that reſt made him fall into his old profeſſions, and he ſpenc 
all his abode in that Town in proſecuting his love: The Princeſſe uſed him as ſhe 
had done befoxe,and carried her ſelf to him with ſo much moderation and vertue,thar 
ſhe increaſed his eſteem of her the more, and was commended by the Queens and by 
all thoſe that obſerved her deportment and-diſcreet behaviour. But that great Prince 
not being able to continue idle,and not ſuffering the thoughts of Love to bury thoſe 
of War, which bad ever been predominant in his minde, departed from Memphrc, 
where he left the Princefſes,and if the mean time overranall Zgypr,which he brought 
under his obedience,and having taken a ſudden reſolution,went to viſit the Temple of 
fupiter Hammon, 1 will not entertain you with his Voiage, but will onely tell you 
fo alas.! fatal to the repoſe of the whole re- 


Princeſs being alone in her Chamber, was told that a ſervant of yours was come,who 
deſired to ſpeak with her from you. She trembling with joy,commanded him preſent- 
ly to be brought in, but not having patience to ſtay his coming, ſhe ran out to meet 
him, and preſently knew him to be Arbates,one of the Officers of your houſe, whom 
you had takenin the Court of Perſ;a. 

My Prince interrupting Tyres at theſe words ; 7t z5 true, (ſaid he) we lefr him 
at Sidon, with mony to go whither he would, he having excn(ed himſelf to me , that hee 
conld not wait » pon me 1nmy fonrney, by reaſon of ſome indiſpofition he had. Afſoon as 
he was come into her Chamber with "an (faid Tyrexs, going on with his Relation) 
the Princeſs enquired news of you with great impatiency : I left him in Hyrcania, 
(anſwered Arbates) ready to paſs the Araxis to retire into Scythia, and from thence 

ſent me back into this Countrey, to bring you this Letter : The Princeſs who 
m_ you had been with the King her Father,was infinitely troubled at what ſhee 
heard, and taking the Letter ſhe brake it open with ſuch an aking heart, as preſaged 
thoſe afflictions which ſhe ſince has ſuffered by it; aſſoon as man or taken off the pa- 
per in which it was folded up, the firſt objec that preſented it ſelf unto her eyes,was a 
Bracelet of hair, which ſight made her tremble, and took away her courage , fo -_ 

P 


128 CASSANDRA. Pail, 


ſhe was hardly able to read the Letter ; yet ſtriving to recollect her ſpirits, ſhe read 
theſs words with all the ditficulty in the world. 


FF you Were of opinion that I diſſembled, you were not at all deceived, I did diſſemble 
I confeſſe in my compliance to you, but I diſſemble not in my paſſion for one more lovely 
then your ſelf ; you have indeed made me forſake a place which your importunities made 
me to hate, I leave you therefore, but [ leave you Wwithont any trouble, and without any 
deſigne to advantage my ſelf, either by your remembrance,or by your favours; I obtai- 
ned them with too much eaſe to value them, and becauſe the Preſents of Enemies are al- 
ways fatal, I ſend you back, your Bracelet, and retain nothing of you that can trouble 
the repoſe of 
OROONDATES. 


When 0r00xdates heard the words of this Letter , not permitting the Eunucly to 
proceed, © Oods ! (ſaid he) Tyreus, whar's this you tell me ? what, was that Letter 
then which I Wrote unto Roxana, carried unto my Princeſs,as being addreſs d to her, and 
did her Bracelet which I ſent back, fall into the hands of Statira > Not that you ſent 
her back, replyed the Eunuch, but another, which{(if you remember) you loſt at Da- 
maſcus, and which the Princeſs afſoon as ever ſhee ſaw it, knew to bee the very fame 
which ſhe had given you, when you weat away with Arraxerxes to fight againſt the 
Scythians ; but hear the reſt I beſeech you,and your wonder will be ſutficiently cles- 
red. | 

Judge,Sir, of the Princeſſe's aſtoniſhment, at the reading of this Letter, the hand 


whereof was ſo well known to her,and at the fight of that Bracelet,whereof ſhe had. 


neither forgotten the work, the hair, nor the faſhion, having received both by a-man, 
who ſhe knew belong'd toyou,and was of fome account in your family; ſhe made him 
often repeat what he had ſaid, that ſhe might not be deceived, ſhe often looked-ear- 
neſtly upon every part of the Bracelet, and often witha ſettled eye , read over and 
examined every word of the Letter. She ſaw ſo little probability inthis adventure, 
that ſhe could neither give credit to her eyes, her ears, nor her memory ; ſhe believed 
ſhe was either aſleep, or beſides her ſelf, and ſtrove either to get awake,or recover her 
ſenſes; but when ſhe was aſſured of her misfortune, by proots which it was impoſſi. 
ble for her to contradi, her courage, and her ſtrength torſook her, her ſpirits fail'd, 
and letting both the Letter and Bracelet drop out of her hand, ſhe fell into a ſwoun, 
and ſunk backward in the Chair ſhe fate upon. Cleone who onely was preſent at that 
accident, ran to her Miſtreſs, | and unclaſping her rode, did all ſhe could to bring her 
to her ſelf, but finding ſhe was too weak to doe it alone, ſhe calf d her companions 
to her aſſiſtance ; when ſhe was come to life again by their endeavors , ſhe looked 
upon them all with a dying eye, and commanding C leone ſoftly,to bid them all with- 
draw, ſhe made her ſtay ſtill with her, being as you know more truſted by her then 
all the reſt. Then it was that ſhe gave her ſelf over to her grief, and that ſhe uttered 
complaints of your ſuppoſed infidelity, which C/eone could never repeat to me, witl- 
out tears; ſhe wept all that day, and would not hear one word of conſolation, ne 
ther would ſhe be ſeen by Barſina, nor Pari/atis, no, nor by the Queens themſelves; 
ſhe paſs'd the whole niglit in lamentations, and the next morning {!coxe, who truly 
ever honoured you molt perfeQly, going about to alledge ſomething for your juſt- 
fication ; Hold thy peace, (ſaid ſhe) rhos fool, againſt thine own opinion , and againſ 
common ſenſe, open not thy mouth to defend that treacherous man; can he deny hu ow» 
hand in this Letter ? Is it not ſealed with his own ſeal ? Can he diſavow his ſervant thit 
brought it ? eAndcan we miſtake this Bracelet which we Wrought with our own hand-, 
the hair whereof thou didſt cut off thy ſelf? Is there any matter of doubt ? 1s there & 
ny trick, of Roxana's, or any ſhadoW of hope, that We may be deceived ? Doe but ſpeake 
now, Cleone, and believe 1 ſhall be moſt perfefUy obliged ro thee, if thou canſt find an 
invention to diſguiſe my misfortune, or if by any reaſon thou canſt perſwade me that I 4 
out of my wits, or that I am aſleep. 


{cone was dumb at this Diſcourſe, and having nothing to anſwer againſt -_ - 
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ſible teſtimonies of your falſhood, ſhe could neither excuſe you , nor condemn the 
reſentment of her Miſtreſs. Since her ſwouning, ſhe had riot ſeen e4rbares, ro ask 
him more particulars of his Maſters infidelity, (you will pardon me, Sir, if 1 uſe 
that word, fo it was ſhe call'd your change, and all the names ſhecould pive it vyere 
pardonadle _— fo juſt an anger, as hers was in appearance) and Fe force of 
ker ſorrowfull diſpleaſure wrought ſo powerfully upon her, that ſhe fell exceeding 
ſick. Although ſhe had taken a ſtrong reſolntion to conceal the cauſe of it, from 
thoſe perſons that were deareſt to her, yet was it abſolutely impohible ; and aſſoon 
as ſhe was viſited by Barſina, the Princeſs Pariſatis, and by the Queens, fhe could 
not forbear breaking our into a floud of tears, and ſhewing them the farall Letter 
which had brought her into that pitiful condition, fhe confeſs'd unto them rhe ſtrong 
inclination ſhe had had to you of along time, and asked pardon for the fault ſhe 
had committed, in giving way , by eArraxerxes his perſwaſions, to that affe&tion 
without their conſent, exprefling her pop ro ſuch fad and moving tearms, that 
ſhe quickly fil'd them all with compaſſion of her,and deteſtation of you;they all con- 
demn'd your proceeding as moſt contrary to generoſity, to the ſanctity of your oaths, 
and to ewiliry it ſelf, and moſt unworthy of a Prince of your quality, or of a man tou- 
ched with any ſenfe of vertue. Nay, even Bar/#na, who tillthen had borne a won- 
derful great friendfhip to-you, was one of the readieſt to condemn you, and raking 
the part of that afflicted Princeſs, ſhe ſhewed a ltorrour againſt the uſage ſhe had ſut- 
fered from you. X | 
Roxana viſited her ſometimes as ſhe was obliged, and ar firſt ſpoke more moderar- ' 
ly of it then the reſt, avoiding alt occaſions of diſcovering by any of her aQions , the 
intereſt ſhe had in the buſinefs ; but'when ſhe faw her fully confirm'd in the belief of 
your infidelity and that ſhe found the time proper to ſtrike her blow, ſhe negleRed not 
the opportunity ; Madam, (would ſhee often ſay to her) the Gods have at laſt been 
pleas'd, that you ſhould be diſabuſed, and that the ſincerity of my mtentions ſhould bee 
wade manifeſt nnto you; 1 gave you notice ſufficiently of the humour of thar diſ- 
heial man ; but my faithful advertiſements were ſuſpetted , and you rejefted that With 
ſcorn, which I ſþake out of a real affeftion; but you are not the only one he has dece'd, 
he made ſheWw here to ſigh for many others; Barlſina though ſhe diſſembles it, is not ex 
empr from his perfidronſneſs, and fince'We are no longey in terms to diſgniſe any thing from 
10#, ſuffer me now to confeſſe unto you, that I my ſelf have been deceivd by him,and' that 
that falſe man, has a thouſand times in your abſence, taken the ſame Oarhs , and made the 
ſame Proteſtations ro me, which I donbr not but you received from him : bnt the 
Gods Were at leaſt ſo merciful to me, that I never gave much credit to thems nov ever gran- 
ted him any favor, which he can brag of among our Enemies. 
She us'd to ſay many things to her of this nature; and though the Princefs neither 
loy'd her, nor had any great faith in her , yet being ina condition fit to believe any 
thing, that confirm'd your infidelity, ſhe would give her the hearing with ſighs,and an- 
lwer her onely with tears and ſobs; butaſſoon as ſhe was alone, or none but {7evne 
with her,ſhe would pour forth her reſentments in words able to-make the rougheſt 
natures melt into grief and pity. * 1s itpoſſible, (would ſhe ſay) that Oroondates the 
*ſor- ofa King,and one whoſe vertae in appeararice was equal to his quality, hee that 
* forſook his Country and Friends,to ſerve me,and who teſtified his love to me by ſuch 
* gallant proofs, ſhould be capable of a baſenefs ſo unworthy of his birth, and'ſo con- 
*trary'to that vertue, and to thoſe proofs of his pafſion ? Bur isit poſſible that I 
* ſhould doubr of it, after the afſurances he has given me of it with his own hand ? 
* Of rather is ir pofſible I ſhould live, after ſuch unqueſtionable marks of my unhap- 
* pinefle ? No, Sratire, credulous Sativa, facile Statira, amorous Statira, and un- 
* fortunate Srarirg by thy credulity, by thy facility; and by thy amorouſneſs; thou 
\oughteſt to die for the expiation of ſo many faults, for the reparation whicti thou 
'oweſt to the i[luſtrious blood of Perſia and inſeparably to tie revenging furies to the 
x heart of chat diſloial man,whom thou haſt believ'd,, whom thou haſt ſuffered, and 
\ whom-rhou haſt loved. Diethen, miſerable Sratir, linger not out a life full of ſo 
* many diſaſters; full. of ſs much ſhame, and full of ſo much repentance ; doe og 
S * ſur- 
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© farvive the ſcorn of that inſolent Enemy, but by a favorable death, prevent the laſt 
* misfortunes of thy family ; thou mayelt yet die like a Princeſs, and like the daugh. 
*ter of a King, and if thou ſtay a few days longer, thou maiſt perchance ſee the ruine 
*of him, and all his friends, and die deveſted of all the marks of thy former quality, 
* Go thy way to that dear Brother, who innocently precipitatted thee into thoſe mid 
* ries that are the cauſe of thy deſtruQion ; reproach him with the infidelity of his 
* friend, and ſhew him thy repentance for having out-liv'd a brother, whom thou lo- 
*vedſt ſo dearly, chough his riendſhip has proved moſt fatal to thee. 

She would continue for ſome time in this deſign of dying , and then of a ſudden 
changing her reſolution, and diſcourſe, © What, (would ſhe ſay ) ſhall I die for that 
* Traitor, who uſes me with an indignity which is beyond example, and which was ne- 
* yer practiſed againſt Maids of the moſt vile and mean condition? Shall 1 diefor that 
* ungrateful man,who after having received a thouſand proofs of my affeRion , is not 
* aſhamed to tell me that he diſſembled with me out of compliance, that he ſighs for 
* one more lovely, that he leaves our company onely to ſhun my importunities , that 
© he forſakes me without trouble, that heſlights my favors becauf he had obtain'd them 
* too eaſily, who ſends me back my hair, as a fatal preſent of his moſt cruel enemies, 
* and who will retain nothing of me that can trouble his repoſe, and his new, or real 
* affetions? No, no I ſcorn to die for him, Ihaye done enough without dying,and 
* that would be my utmoſt ſhame,and his utmoſt vanity, hee would bee too proud of 
*chat,the Traitor, and would = with too much inſolence, that hee had made the 
* Princeſs of Perſ6a, and the daughter of his Fathers Enemy, die for love : | will ra 
* ther live to hate him, and to deſpiſe him, and though I begin too late, and am onely 
* wiſe to my own coſt, and to my own confuſion, it is no matter , though 1 change 
*laſt, I change at leaſt with juſtice, and have the fatisfaftion to doe that without 
* a crime, which he has done with a baſeneſs deteſted both by the Gods and Men, 

She many times would fall into theſe and ſuch like ſpeeches, which it would be 
hard for meto repeat; and inthe end with time, and the conſolation of the Qu 
of her ſiſter, and of her other friends, ſhe arm'd her ſelf ſo ſtrongly with deſpite, 
reſentment of the injury ſhe had receiv'd from you, that if ſhe could not reſolve to 
hate you, ſhe reſolved at leaſtto uſe all her endeavors to do ſo, and to blot out of 
her minde as much as ſhe could poſſibly, a remembrance that could not but be moſt 
fatal to her. This reſolution made her receive thoſe remedies that were given her for 
the curing of her ſickneſs, and it was laboured with ſo much care,that within a while 
after ſhe recovered, and left her bed, healthful in all appearance, bur in effed& o ill, 
and ſo much changed, that ſhe moved compaſſion in all chem that frequented her, and 
by her converſation, engaged themſelves in that affetion, which none that ever 
knew her could avoid. She then ſtrove to baniſh you quite out of her minde, forbad 
{leone ever to name you to her, tore all yourLetters, and pray'd her Siſter and her 
Friends, not to bring any thing into her minde, by any of their actions or diſcourſe, 
that might make her fo much as think of you; yet was it not without ſtrange violences, 
nor without feeling thoſe bitter pangs, which you may well imagine, if you have tru- 
ly lov'd her. 

During our ſtay at Memphis, Alexander *s abſence ſheltred her from his perſecuts- 
ons ; bur after his return from the Temple of 7«pirer Hammon, he found her 6 
mach altred, that he was extreamly ſenſible of ir; he tried all the ways he could pol 
ſibly to learn the cauſe, and not being able to diſcover any thing , he believ'd that 
her Captivity, and the misfortunes of her houſe,werethe wy reaſons; this conſide- 
ration obliged him for ſome time to importune her leſſe then he was wont, and inthe 
interim he made her and the Queens alſo be ferv'd with reſpects and honours, ableto 
have partly abated the unhappineſs of their condition. About that time he gave 0r- 
der for the building of the new City of eAlex andria,and leaving Pexceſtas, and Eſchi 
lus to command in Egipe, he caus'd usto depart from Memphss , to go toward Baby 
lon , whither he had heard Darizs was retired ; and his diligence was ſo great, 
within eleven days,we incamped upon the Bank of the Exphrares, and having paſs 
it with a Bridge of Poats, within four days after we came unto the 7ygrs. The _ 
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' rage of the King, was indeed to be admired, in the paſſing of that River , he entred | 
' incothe water hrſt himſelf, and inviting all his ſoldiers by his example , made his : 


whole Army wade through that Current, which is the moſt rapid and impetuous in | 
the whole world. From thence,after having defeated Srratopacer, and ſome other of 

Darixs his Troops, he came upto him within an hundred bacloagy, In the mean 
time Darixs his Queen, worn out with toilſome Journeys, and her ordinary afiti- 
ons, fell ſick, and died within a few days after. You may Judge, Sir, by your know- 
ledge of the nature of the Princeſſes, how ſenſible they were of fo great a loſſe, and 
with how many tears they deplored the death of a moſt vertuous Princeſs, and a mo- 
ther that had always moſt dearly lov'd them ; I will not enlarge my felt upon that 
ſubje&, for beſides that the Diſcourſe would be troubleſome to you, you have alrea- 
dy heard the particularities of it, and likewiſe you know that then 1 lett them, to bring 
the ſorrowful news unto Darizs ; Ifaw in what manner you receiv'd it, and within 
a few days after, I with you ſaw the iflue of the bloody Battel of Arbe/a; 1 alſs 
conducted you if you remember, unto the Queens Tents, and having been witneſle 
of the wonders you did for their deliverance, I was witneſs alſo of the uſage you re- 

ceived from the Princeſs ; I at that time thought it very ſtrange, but havins continu- 

ed with them, after you went out, I ſince learn'd the cauſe of that unlook'd for re- 

ception, and wondred no more, as I had done, at a fault which could not be excuſed 

by a leſſer cauſe then that which I have faithfully related. 

Tyrews having made a little ſtop at theſe words, / do not marvel, (ſaid my Prince, 
wiping ſome tears which that remembrance drew from his eyes) 5f that poor Princeſſe 
ſo maliciouſly abus'd, could not endure the ſight of him, who with ſo much probability, 
ought to paſſe in her opinion, for the baſeſt of all men living. Alas ! how juſt was her 
diſpleaſure, and how cunningly, and artificially was that plot contrived! but proceed, 
Tyreus, for 1 Well imagine this 1s not the laſt of my misfortunes. 

After the Batrel of «Arbe/a (purfued 7 yrews ) I remained as I was before, in the 
ſervice of Sy{gambzs, and the Princeſſes, andthe day after that bloody defeat, I de- 

parted with them, and paſſing through Arbela we arrived at Memninm in three days, 
and from thence march'd with Alexander direQtly to Babylon. Bur ſcarce were wee 
upon our way, when Afazexs the Governor of that Province, came to meet him 

' with his children, all his friends, and the principal Inhabitants of that City ; and 

/ preſenting him the keys of it brought him in, and accompanied him himſelf within 
the Walls. Bagiſtanes, Governor of the Cittadel, and Keeper of all the Treaſure, 
delivered up both into his hands, and the Citizens having hung the Streets with rich 
hangings, adorned the Walls of their Houſes, with their moſt coſtly Furniture, and 
ſtrewed the ground all over with Flowers, receiv'd him asa God, rather then as a 
Man, and ſubmitted unto the yoak with an Univerſal applauſe. eAlexarnder usd 
Mazers. Bagiſtanes, and all the Inhabitants, with much gentleneſs, and entring in- 
to the Town at the head of his Forces,, he took poſſeſſion, of what the cowardiſe 
of his new fubjeAs gave upto him. 

In this interim, it would be a hard matter for me to repreſent the ſeveral incli- 
nations, which the Princeſſe had toward you, after your coming into the Tent; 
how much ſoever ſhe ſtrove to hate you, ſhe could not be contented with your death, 
and believing you were ſlain in the Battel, ſhe was certainly like to die with grief; bur 
being come to Babylon, ſhe heard: Alexander ſpeak of you, and heard from him, that 
the valiant man, who had done ſo many wonders for her liberty, was not kill'd and 
that Exmenes having by his command taken him from among the dead bodies, had 
eaus'd him to be caried to eAybela, where they had left him alive, and with hope of 
recovery. The nobleneſs of her heart, rather then her love, made her rejoice at this 
news, and remembring- out of how many dangers the Gods had delivered you, ſhee 
deliev'd you might eſcape thatas well as the reſt, and though ſhe no longer had any 
deſign upon you, yet did ſhe make ſome prayers for your conſervation , and begg'd 
of the Gods to bring you back happily into Scythia, for a recompence of the ſervi- 
ces you had done her family, out of your meer generoſity, it was to that vertue a- 
lone ſhe did aſcribe them all,and though Cleone put her in mind of the laſt you m_ 
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have done her, and that Barſina remembred her of your laſt words, ſo contrary ty 
thoſe of your Letter, and to the report of Arbates, who ſaid he had left you in Hyrca. 
nia, ready to paſſe the Araxi, whereas ſhe had ſeen = with Dari, fighting for 
her ſafety to the laſt drop of your blood; ſhe anſwered that in thoſe words , Tow had 
diſſembled, as Well as in your former profeſſions, that being upon the point of entring .ints 
Scythia, the anger of the King your Father (who perhaps had been adverriſed of Jour & 
bode in the Court of his Enemy) had without doubt made you return to Darius , where 
your Valour had made you fight, with your ordinary ſucceſſe. And when Barſina prel- 
ſed her upon that conhideration, and faid to her ; © But Madam; how valiant ſoever 
* he be, or how ſtrictly ſoever baniſh'd from his Countrey, what could thoſe paſſio. 
© nate words he ſpoke to you ſerve him for , and to what purpoſe was that deſpair 
* which he ſo viſibly teſtified, if really he did not love you? 

Bnt Barſina (replyed the Princefle) what conld the ſending back of my bracelet ſerue 
him for, and to What purpoſe was that Letter ſo ſharp, and ſo full of injuries and indigni- 
ries, if really he had lov'd me? Do you think, theſe latter ſignes of his love, clearer then 
thoſe former proofs of his hatred and contempt ? Or can you imagin any thing that ſbould 
have obliged him to it, or any dazeling of our eyes, that ſhould have made us miſtake bu 
Letter , and my Bracelet? beſides {puriued ſhe) if you rock, notice , he never ſpokg on 
word to pacifie me, and after he had contented himſelf,with relling me, inſtead of a juſtifica 
rion, that if I had aay thing to reproach him with, I might take a convenient ſeaſon, he ar- 
rogantly upbraided Ime with his ſervices, and Went out of the Tent, without ſo much 
vonchſafing to give me a ſalute. Do you not judge Barlina, that in permitting me to make 
reproaches other wherehe confeſſed 1 had and todo ſo, and that in not daigning to bend hi 
ſpirit to ſome Word of juſtification, he had loſt all the reſpett he had, or had feigned to haw 
heretofore #:ato me ? Though the Princeſle diſcourſed on this manner , yet did ſhe 
not ceaſe often to make reflexion upon your laſt words, and upon your laſt ations, 
and in the uncertainty they caus'd in her, ſhe remained in ſuch tupence between her 
firſt inclinations, and the reſolution ſhe had raken to love you no more, that ifyou 
had return'd at that time, you might without queſtion have. blotted out much of thoſe 
INT ; but not hearing any newes at all of you , ſhe in the end abſolutely belie- 
ved, that you had.utterly torgotten her. 

In the mean while eAlexandey expreſſed his love to ber by an infinit number of 
proofs, and during the ſtay he made at Babylon, ſhe hardly paſs'd one day withoutv- 
ſiting her : One time when he was in her company with Pro/omeus, and Lyſimachw, 
falling with them upon the diſcourſe of the battel of Arbela, and of the diverſeer 
counters he had had with you, he deſired the Princeſle very earneſtly to tell him your 
name and quality, and ſhe having anſwered that ſhe knew you not ; Whoſoever bebe 
(reply'd the King) sf hs birth be equal r0 his vertne and graceful faſhion, he us exctr 
ding Worrhy tobe loved, but though his valour Was able alone to make me eſtcem him, the 
declaration he made in coming up to me, of his love to you , made me take a more expreſl 
care either of his ſafety, or of the honour of his burial. *T « by this Madam ( continued 
he) you may know the natnre of the love I bear you, ſince he Who by his own confeſſion had 
ſo great a thirſt to rake aWay my life, finds the preſervation of his oWn, in the care of hu 
very rival ; and ſince 1 loſe the remembrance both of mine own intereſt, and of mine own 
ſafety , to ſerve a perſon who loves you to the prejudice of my happineſſe and of my lifeit 
ſelf. This ts to have an affettion very pure, and very free frm common conſiderations, and 
if you conſider it as you ought, you Will certainly loſe much of that humour, which makts 
0u diſdain a Prince who us dying for you, | 

The Princefle anſwered him very modeſtly : * Sir, I diſdain not ſo illuſtrious a pe 
* ſon, neither do I receivethe honours you do me , any other way then as the ſtate 
* my preſent condition may permit me, I confeſſe I have great obligations to you, 

* by their greatnefſe , I ſtriveas much asI can poſſible, to counterballance the evil 
* you have done us; but Sir, what particular marks ſoever you give me of your affecti- 
* on,which way would you have me to receive the proofs and expreſſions of your low, 
* while you perſecute my Father with ſo much cruelty , and that not being ſatisfied 
* with the uſurpation of his dominions, you aim fo eagerly at his life , and refuſe wr 
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* the rerreat of a little corner, which is all he hath left of {o/ many Commireys te for- 
© merly poſſeſſed? Which way would you have me recetve the offers you Trike te 
© of your liberty, ſo long as 1 am deprived of mine own ?- and how will y6utrave me 
« believe my felt your Queen and your Miſtreſſe, fo long as I know I am really your 
* priſoner, and your Captive? Alcxander was aſhamed at this diſcourſe, and with 
his hand hiding the bluſh which came into his face, Toxy reproaches Madam (laid he) 
have much reaſon hitherto, but the cauſe of them ſhall quickly ceaſe with the War; Which 
if I have made againſt Natius, it has been for Pipire, and for glory, and if T be firm in 
the proſecution of my Vittory , it is leſſe to baye the bonowy of Conquering bims'y then to 
have the means of uſing him generonſyy; it :5 that 1 may my. {elf '1eſtare that tokimgwhbich 
I have gloriouſly taken from him, and to make you Miſtreſſe of Alia by the gift you ſhall 
receive of it from me, rathep then by ſucceſſion. "M78 

* When we ſhall ſee theſe effects (reply'd rhe Princeſſe) of your goodnefle, and of 
i the affection you profeſle to me, neither Darius will be fo ungratefull as not to ac- 
* knowledge that obligation as he ought, nor I ſodiſobedient as not to' firbhmnt unto 
{the command he ſhall lay upon me, to honour you, and to- eſteem your perſon, both 
* according to the greatneſle of youractions, and to the favours yau ſhall da us. 
Though eAlexander was not ſatisfied with this anſwer, he feigned nevertheleſſe to be 
ſo, and from that time forward he laboured to win ber love, by all che ations which 
he thought might be pleaſing to her. TE ke IR 

After we had ſtaid a month at Babylon , wee were to remove from thence to Su. 

eAbnlites the Governor of that Town, did as Mater hat done, and coming to meet 
Alexander upon the bank of the River Hydaſpes, delivered it up into his hands, with 
infinite ſtore of ſpoyle , and fifty chonked talents. That Town put an end to the 
Princeſſes voyages, and Alexander finding by Statira's countenance and diſcourſe, 
how much ſhe was troubled to run after all his expeditions, and to endure the incom- 
modities of his Army, gave them leave to recide in that City, from whence they have 
never ſtirr'd ſince.that ume, having left the charge of them to Archelaws, Xenophttres, 
and Callicrates, with three thouſand feleted Maredonigns for their Guard, and for 
the Garriſon of the Town. Before his departure he' went to.take his leave of them, 
and talking with Srarira, while Hepheſtion who was in love with Pari/atzs, and fa- 
voured by we King in his affeftion was entertaining her. adam (laid he) { am for- 
ced to leave you, but though T go from htnce,my thoughts ſhall not be ſeparated fom you ; 
perhaps 1 ſhall come back one day to lay all my Vittories at your feet, and | pray the Gods 
to grant that I may be able to conquer your minde, as they make me able to conquer King- 
doms, and that I may find you as much ſoften'd at my return, as I leave you obdurgte at my 
departure. : 

"The Princeſle reply'd, © You ſhall always finde me moſt ready to acknowledge 
* both your worth, and the favours you do me, andI1 will never rule my actians other. 
* wiſe then by the will of my Parents, and the uſage they ſhall receive from you. If 
the Princeſle had followed her own inclinations 5 fhe would have repulſed him with 
leſſe obliging terms , but being extreamly diſcreet ſhe would riot exaſperate a young 
Victorious Prince by her difdains, nor give him occcaſion by her deportment,to caſt off 
that reſpe& which he had ever ſhewed her. He departed on this manner from Snſa, 
and left them by his abſence in a very great tranquility : it laſted for ſome time with- 
out interruption, but within a while after the Queen was earneſtly ſollicited by Mada- 


tes her Nephew, and Governor of the Province of the Vxians, who. hayng incnoſed 


Alexander by his reſiſtance, and nor being able to obtain pardop, .implor cxedic 
with him from a Town where he was beſieged, and reduced to extremity.) Sy/igame 
r Neart 9 

make any requeſtto Alex.zzder , but in the end being foxced tq,1 by che importunities 
of Madates, who had ſtirrd up that diſplealure only by his fidehty, ſhewroteto him 
in his favour, and beſought him to grant her only the lif of her Nephew.,; Ewas dis 
ſpatch'd to the King with her Letter, and I obtain'd not only A{adares his ſafety, but 
alſo his re-eſtabliſhment in all his Commands, and the conſervation of the Priviledg- 
es of his people, with the ſame immunities and advantages they - enjoyed under Darin 
#5. 
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4. ' He ſent back ſome of his ſervants with me, who brought a Letter to the Qu 
and anotherto the Princeſſe, that to the Queen contained only Civilities, and the g- 
ther to the Princeſſe was as near as I can remember in theſe words. 


ALEXANDER cothe Princefſle STATIRA. 
Give Madates bis life to the Queen who aſkd it of me, and] 


give the whole Province to my Princeſſe who ack d me nothing, 
I would it pleaſ'd the Gods that ſhe were as eaſie to be entreated, 
ard that ſhe would loſe all her rigor to me, as quickly as the remen- 
brance of her bath diſſipated all my anger againſt thoſe that have 
relation to ber. It 3s only of you fair Statira that 1 implore the 
Jame mercy which theſe vanquiſt'd people bave obtained, ſince it 
is for you alone that 1 ſuffer much ſharper pains, then thoſe which 
they apprehended ; uſe me but as I uſe them, and do not diſhonour 
your Conqueſt by ſbewing cruelty in bis deſtruction, who bath rex- 
dred himſelf without any reſiſtance, hope for this effe& from you 
generoſity , and only ſrom your goodneſſe for the ſafety of 


ALEXANDER, 


The Princeſſe Par;/atss received one alſo from Hepheſtion, but I having no intereſt 
in it, never deſired to learn what it was : The Princeſle Sratira by the Queens ad- 
vice anſwered Alexander to this purpoſe. 


The Princeſs STATIRA to King ALEXANDER. 
* Oth in the ſafety of Madates, and inall your aGtions, 


*© wereceive proofs of your vertue, I ſhall always have 
«<a moſt juſtly deſerved value of it, and forthe favour our 
«friends have received from you, defires full of acknowledge 
<« ment andeſteem,; this is all that a Captive can do for her 
*Lord, andallthat Great Alexander can expe& from the 
* anfortunate 


STATIRA 


She received yet ſome other Letters, which it is not neceſſary for me to repeat, and 
after theſe Meſſages, O Gods! can I have the heartto tell ic you? theſe poor Princel- 
ſes received the fatal newes of the death of poor Darixs , and within a few days tht 
_ of that great Prince which Alexander ſent them, to beſtow upon it the honours 
of 


urial. Be pleaſed Sir, to give me leave to be brief inthis ſad Story, and (as the, 


induſtrious Painter) to cover that ſorrow with a Vail which I am not able to ee 
It will ſatfice me to tell you that all the moſt dolefull and lamentable expreſſions 


priet and deſpair, appeared then to the full in the ations of thoſe Princefles, and that 


ing overwhelmed with ſuch a bloudy ſurcharge of afflition, they with all hope of 
conſolation, loſt all their remainder of courage and reſolution; they lay many days | 


proſtrate 
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proſtrate _ the ground, vailed and ſeparated from all converſation, and foletni- 
zed this laſt loſſe with ſo many tears, that we doubted their lives would finde a paſ- 
ſage through their eyes. I will not weary you with reckoning up the ceremonies 
which were obſerv'd at the funeral of that great King, they were too deeply afflided 
to affe& any extraordinary pomp in ſo ſorrowfull an action ; and Darims was too 
deeply buried in their hearts , to ſuffer them ro imploy their cares inthe Fabrick of a 
Monument, lefle ſenſible, and leſſe worthy of the aſhes of that great Prince. Upon 
his Tombe they offered tears of blood, locks of their hair, and made imprecations a- 
gainſt Alexander, but ſcarce had they allow'd any reſpit to their firſt tranſports of grief; 
when he arriv'd at S»ſa,whether the deſignof viſiting them,and giving them ſome con- 
ſolation,had brought him with ſom of his friends Among thoſe that accompanied him 
was Prince Oxiartes the deceaſed Kings brother, who had bin found among the priſo- 
ners, and whom the King after he had favoured him as his quality and vertue deſer- 
ved, had received intothe number of his frieads, and ſettled again in all his dignities: 
he would needs wait upon him in a viſit to perſons that were ſo near and dear to him; 
and indeed the fight of him gave them all the comfort which this laſt blow of For- 
tune had left them capable to receive. He ſadly mingled his tears with theirs, and for 
Darixs his death expreſſed allthe reſentments of a good Brother, and of a verru- 
ous Prince, | 
Alexander found thoſe poor afflifed Ladies in a chamber the windows whereof 
were cloſe ſhut up, and ſcarce could he perceive them in ſo gloomy and mournfull an 
obſcurity. By the light of certain great Tapers , he ſaw ſo many tears fall from the 
eyes of his Princeſſe, that his heart was nearly touch'd with compaſſion. That firſt 
day he did nothing but weep with them, the next he endeavoured to give them ſome 
conſolation , he ſpent many others likewiſe in that imployment, and never deſiſted 
from that care till he ſaw their grief a little abated, when he found they were ſome- 
thing in better condition, and that he judg'd the Princeſſe capable of other diſcourſe, 
he fell again into profeſſions of love, and renewed his proteſtations with ſo much ar- 
dour, that ſhethereby underſtood the violence of his paſſion better then ſhe had ever 
done before. Her grief was very ſenſibly redoubled by it, and having ſuffered him 
ſome time with patience, when ſhe ſaw he perſevered with obſtinacy, ſhe could no 
_ —_— her indignation, nor hide the reſentment ſhe had againſt him who had 
deſtroyed their houſe z and one day when he had urged herextraordinarily, after 
having looked upon him with an eye inflamed with anger, Sr (ſaid ſhe) you are yer 
djed with the blood of Darius,and by thoſe winning marks of your affeion,you would oblige 
his Danghter to love you;the D neen my Mother lately expired under the pains ſhe ſuffered 
in ber Captivity;and you Would have me look, with a loving eye npon him that has ſent her 
to er grave,che fields are yet covered with the carcaſſes of a million of our Subjetts, and 
ef the moſt eminent of our kindred, the ruins of our faireſt Cities are yer ſmoaking with 
the fire that has devoured them , and all the Countreys Which heretofore obcyed the King 
wy Father, are at this preſent objetts only of terror and deſolation, and you would have me 
give my ſelf to him Who has laid them Waſte, ro the murtherer of my neareſt friends, and 
to the cruel deſtroyer of the Kingdom and Family of Perſtia, No, no Sir, *ru not by ſuch 
likg obligations, *rs not by the bloud of her friends, nor by the ruine of her Eſtates, that the 
beart of a Princeſſe 1s to be Wonn, how great vertueſoever ſhines viſibly in you and what 
marks of greatneſſe ſoever I acknowledge, I cannot con/ider you other Wiſe then as the mur- 
therer of my mother, and rhe murtherer of my father. Give at leaſt ſome truce to her whom 
J0# have deprived of a father that was the greateſt of all the Kings of the Earth, of a 
worher Who moſt tenderly lov'd her, and of the hope of the moſt flouriſhing Empire in tle 
world. Enjoy that peaceably which they and 1 reſigne to you, 1 neither envie you your vi- 
tories, nor your Kingdoms, envie not me therefore the repoſe 1 beg, and ſuffer that all that 
remains of Darius, may ſpend the remnant of her life in tranquility, in ſome little corner 
of thoſe Territories which were formerly his. 1t us not till the extremity Sir, and after the 
leſſe of the hope you had given me of Darius his ſafety, and re-eſtabliſhment, that 1 maky 
this requeſt ro you, and this declaration. I have carried my ſelf toward you hitherto as 4 
Princeſſe,who though ſhe had a thouſand cauſes to hate you , had yet a father to pray 
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and I ſuffered an affeftion Which the death of the Queen my Mother, and that of ſoma- 
ny thouſands of our Subjefts, ought ts have made me rejett with horror, only to make uf; 
of it, to the advantage of a Father, whom the Gods had yet been pleaſed to leave my, 
Tou have deprived me of him ſince, both contrary to pity, Which is natural to men, 
contrary to the veneration due to ſacred perſons , and contrary to the promiſes you had 
made me your ſelf; you have proſecuted him to the laſt moment of his life , and neve 
gave him over, till you had ſcen him breath out his ſoul by ſo crmel a death, that your ſelf 
and all that wear a Crown, ought to tremble at it with horror. Nyw that I have fs 
red all, and loſt all, 1 have nothing more left to apprehend , nor nothing to deſire, and| 
need no longer diſſemble with a perſon, whom | no longer fear, and from Whom I no longer 
hope for any thing. 1 am not ignorant, Sir, of the power Which Vittory, and Vſwrpation 
have given you over me, bu neither ans 1 ignorant of the means to free my ſelf Fav it, 
aſſoon as I ſhall ſee you endgavorto abuſe it, and the Gods Who have cans d me to be borns 
Princeſſe, have taught me the way to die alſo like a Princeſs. 

Thele words ſtruck eAlexander with a yery great aſtoniſhment, and ſhe had hard- 
ly ended them, when riſing from before him , ſhe went into another Chamber, and 
would neither ſee him, nor hear him any more, notwithſtanding all the intreatie 
that were uſed to her, and all the commands ſhe received from the Queen, Alex. 
ander admiring the greatneſs of her courage, and not being able to contradie the 
truth of her reproaches, was yet fo ſtung with them, that he proteſted before 5j. 
gambis, he would never importune her more while he livd,and that he would c 
the delign he had had for her advantage, unto the favor of ſome other Miſtreſſe. $ 
without making any longer ſtay at S»{a, he took horſe vvith thoſe thar had atrend& 
ed him, and carrying back Oxiartes with him, he return'd unto his Army,which ws 
inthe ſame place where he had left it a few days before. 

Before he went away,he gave order that the Queen and the Princeſſes, with all the 
companions of their fortune, ſhould be no longer kept as priſoners , knowing wel 
that after the death of Dari, and the loſle of all they bad, their ſureſt retreat wa 
under his protection ; he therefore ſettled great allowances to maintain them , and 
lefc them in a perfect liberty. Hereupon many of the Ladies whoſe husbands, and 
Fathers had continued till at their own houſes, or had been re-eſtabliſhed in them, 
and their commands by Alexaxder, went home again unto them , RoxMr's Mother 
was one of that number, being ſent for by her baked who having retired into hi 
Government, had nor yet felt the power of Alexander. She departed from Suſz, 
when ſhe had taken her leave of the Queen and Princeſfes, and took her daughts 
Roxana along with her. Statiza who loved her not, was not _— her going + 
way, and though cunning Roxana ſhed ſome diſfembling tears at that ſeparation, the 


Princeſs to whom her malice was well enough known, ſhowed bur very little troubk Þ 


for parting with her. 


The daughters of King Occhws, fair, and vertuous Princefles, and the daughtersd 


Mentor, remained ſtill at Sa. Barſina would not forſake Srarira, with whom ſh 
was knit ina moſt conſtant friendſhip, though ſhe heard within a vvhile after thu 
her Father Artabazus with the reſt of his Family, had been courteoully receiv'd by 


Alexander, and placed in the number of his deareſt, and moſt conſiderable friend, | 


and certainly his vertue deſerv'd that uſage, for having preſerv'd fo inviolable a &- 
delity to bis deceaſed King, that the changes of his fortune, had never made him 
pable of change. 

The Court of $«/a would at that time have been reafonable fair, if it had not been 
compoſed of perſons, whoſe faces were the true pictures of ſorrow and deſolation; 
the ſituation of that Town is very pleaſant, and the conveniency of the Walks in- 
vited the Princeſles often: to divert part of their melancholy in them. They ſpent 2 
whole year there without being troubled with any new diſquier, and hearing 
day the marvellous progreſs of A/zxanders Forces, they learn'd how he had vanqur 
ſhed che Mardes,and conquered all Hyrcama, how he had ſubdued the Draches, the 
Evergetes,the Hydaſpians, and all the people that inhabit near Mount Caxcaſi, how 
he hadallo made the Battrians and Zogdians ſubmit unto-him, and how allthe Ter: 
ritqries 
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ritories that heretofore were under Darius , had already receiv'd the Macrdonian 
yoak, and lived under them in a ſtill calm, and a very perte& obedience : The moſt 
pleaſing news they heard, was that of the puniſhment of Beſſws , whom after hee 
had ſeiled upon Zattria, eAlexander had taken, by his own cowardiſe, and the con- 
ſpiracy of his friends ; and that great King,deteſting ſo wicked a fellow ſtain'd with 
the murther of his Prince,had delivet'd him into Oxiarres hands , who to revenge the 
death of his brother, had caus'd that Paricide to be put to death, by ah extraordi- 
naty kind of execution ; he made four Trees to be bended down by a great number 
of men, and cauſing the legs and the arms of that diſloyal man to bee taſt tied unto 
the branches of them , they being all let lip vvith violence, tore every one its 
quarter; and diſmembred that miſerable wretch, with marveltous ſuddennels. Alex- 
ander pardoned Narbazanes at the interceſlion of the Eunuth Bageas , who was in 
greater fayor with him, then he had been with Darizs. 
After this news, they heard another, at which they were very much ſurpriſed, and 
that was the Marriage of Alexander to Roxana, which by the haſtineſs of it, fill'd 
his whole Court; and all «fa,with aſtoniſhment. At theſe words, my Prince inter- 
rupting the Evnuch, har, (laid he) has Alexander then married the wicked Roxana? 
Yes Sir, (anſwered the Eunuch) and learn but in two vvords how that adventure was 
related to us. eAlexandey being come into the Province of the Sarans, Roxana's fa- 
ther who was Govetnor of jt, after hee had delivered up all the Townes, and the 
whole Country into his hands, made hima very ſtately reception, and a moſt mag- 
nificent entertainment. _ His faireſt ornament in the Kings eye, was his daughter Rox- 
ana, who accompanied by thirty othef Ladies, choſen among the moſt beautiful of 
all that Province, waited upon the King all the while he was at meat, and that Prince 
who had formerly ſeen her near the Queens, with an indifferent eye, thought her at 
that time ſo attractive, that he became paſſionately in love with her, and having by 
long abſence, by his great imploiments, and partly by diſdait quenched the afection 
he had borne Szatira, be refolv*d to make Roxana his wife, and not deferring longer 
$0 effe& ir, he declared his intention to his friends, and to the Father of that Princeſs, 
and having the confent of all, either through fear, or through compliance, hee con- 
ſummared the _ the ſatne day, and rais'd that proud, malicious woman, to a 
fortune whech ſhe had never pretended to. 
The Queen, and the Princeſſes were amazed atthis news, and though they did 
not at all envy her advancement, their knowledge of her humor made them apprehend 
her power, and fear ſome part of thoſe misfortunes which have ſince befallen them. 
Yet S$ratira was exceeding glad that ſhe was by that marriage delivered from Alexan- 
ders importunities, and began to live with more tranquillity, then ſhe had done fince 
the lofle of Darin, and the belief of your ſuppoſed infidelity: In the mean time 
notwithſtanding all the care fhe had taken to blot you out of her remembrance , yer 
could ſhe not utterly do it, but you returr'd into it int ſo many, and ſo different torms, 
that ſhe hardly knew you any more. 
Scarce id you begin to appear unto her imagination , as that brave 0/c0ndates by 
whom ſhe had been ſo perfectly loved, and from whom ſhe had received ſo many er- 
* vices, but preſently a new fancy repreſented you, as that faithlefſe, and diſ.obliging 

Price of Scyrhia, who had fo cruelly forſaken her , and! fo mortally injured her : 
She ſpent the moſt part of her life in theſe different thoughts, and ſeem'd fo looſned 
from all other cares, and all other divertiſementts, that the Queen, the Princeſs her 
ſiſter,, and her beſt friends, had with the hope; given over alfo the endeavor of ma- 
king her forget her ſadneſs. | | | 

It is not neceſſary for me; Sir, to tell you all the leſſe importaar particulars of!! 

her life ; duting «Alexariders abſence there hapned nothing temarkable at S#/a, bur, 

 intheend two years after his departure, we heard he was returning thither, having 

ſubdued the Indies, and all the people that inhabit on this'ſide of the River Ganges., / 

The Princeſſes receiv'd this news, with their ordinary moderation, and to ſhorten 

this Diſcourſe, within ſome days after they ſaw him come back with a Triumphant 

Army, laden with the Spoils of the greater part of the world. Aſſoor as hee - 
T arriv 
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arrived, he went to viſit them, and rendred them all the civilities and honors they 
could have expeted from thoſe whom the Gods had made to be born rheir ſubjetts, 
Heentertain'd the Princeſs with Diſcourſes full of reſpet, and remembring the reſo- 
lution he had taken at his departure, & the affe&tion he had promiſed ro lus Queen Ke. 
xana,he continued a few days in a my great coldneſs,and converſed with her 1n terms 
full of indifferency. But in the end the ſight of her waken'd his paſſion which was 
but laid aſleep, and the charms of that fair Princeſs working their uſual effets, wiped 
out of his minde both all his reſolutions, and all the impreſſions which the beauty, 
and ſubrtilty of Roxana had made init. 

That new Queen had ſtaid behind at Paſargada, by reaſon of a fickneſs that hin- 
dred her from accompanying the King to S»/a, and it was her abſence that gave him 
4 fuller liberty to fall again into his old affeftion, He began his Courtſhip afreſh 
with more earneſtneſs then before, and confirming himſelf by the cuſtome of Perfic, 
which permits the marrying of many wives, he return'd unto the ſervice of Sratirs 
with that deſign, and labored to gain her conſent, by all the proofs it was poſſible to 
Sive her of his love. He found her the ſame he bad left her when he went away,and 
received anſwers from her xhat would a thouſand times have repulſed , or a thouſand 
times made deſperate another man, whoſe courage had been lefle firm and con fam, 
Burt that great Prince being invincible in all things, perſevered with ſo ur” + en 4 16 
ſolution, and combated her minde with ſo much patience, that the Pri.:.efs confide 
ring with what ſubmiſſion, and reſpec he ſerved her, being in a condition that gare 
him all manner of authority over her, began to loſe ſome part of her aver::on, or of 
the reſentment ſhe had againſt him ; and accuſtomed her ſelf ro receive him, an4 ſof- 
fer him with more mildneſs,and comphance then ſhe was wont before ; not tiat ſhe 
could diſpoſe her ſelf to love him, and ſway her minde into a ſecond paſſion , after 
_— been ſo uphappy in the former ; for having been ſo ill dealt withal by the firſt 
man ſhe had ever lov'd, ſhe had conceiv'd a general indignation againſt all others; 
but at leaſt ſhe brought her ſelf ro look upon him as the greateſt Prince in the world, 
and as he, who of all men living, did at that time expreſs moſt affetion to her. Alex+ 
ander was contented for a while with this alteration, which he rhoughc very advar- 
tageous to him, hoping that he might win her inſenſibly,and rhat having obliged her 
ro ſome ——_ and eſteem, he might ar laſt engage her in the affeFion hee f 
much deſired ; but when he found that all his hopes were vain, andthat ſhe conti- 
nued ſtill in the ſame terms, he thought beſt to beg the aſſiſtance of her friends, and 
of thoſe that had any authority over her, and having vainly employed the credit of 
Cleone, Apamia, and of the Princeſs Pariſatss her ſelf, he addrefſed himſelf ro Queen 
Syſigambis, and diſcovered his heart, and paſſion unto her,in ſuch moving, and obl- 
ging words, that meeting with a mind already full of eſteem of him, he wrought in it 
alſo a great willingneſs, and deſire to procure his ſatisfation in that deſign, When 
ſhe was retired, ſhe ſent for the Princeſs into her Chamber, and having commanded 
all to withdraw, ſhe ſpoke to her Grand-child to this purpoſe, 7 always believ'd (my 
Statira) that this reſiſtance you have ſhown againſt Alexanders affettion, had been antf- 
felt of that great courage, which you drew from the illuſtriouſneſſe of your birth , fron 


the example of your eAnceſtors,and from the reſentment you ſtill had for the loſſes of om 


Family, againſt him that is the Anthor of them ; and truly I have hitherro fonnd ſo 
much juſtice in thoſe thoughts, that I have not condemn'd you for them. But now that 
fortune has wholly rejefled us, and abſolntely (ubmitted us to him,who ſubmits himſelf ab- 
ſolntely to s,me thinks we ſhould part with a little of our ſeverer reſolations, for him tht 
parts with much of the rights he hath over us, aud no longer ſeek, our own ntter ruine,iv 
an unſeemly, and unſeaſonable generoſity. Alexander our Conqueroyr, and our Maſter, 
Wooes you with the ſnbmiſſions of a ſlave, to a thing whereof all the glory, and all the at- 
vantage Will be yours, and he who by all manner of rights, may obtain all thar he can de 
fire of you, upon terms that are moſt ſhameful, and very. different from thoſe he offers = 
deveſt s himſelf of all his power, to preſent you the Empire of the whole world, with Tt 
ſpetts, and humilities which arevery extraordinary. 


Conſider it, (Statira) and do ot ſtill perſiſt in a rigor, which would prove deſtruftrot 
to 
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to you, and which 1s no longer conſiſtent with reaſon , no, nor With genereſity it ſelf ; if 


ſome of his aftions have given us cauſe of tears, and of complaints againſt him, let us be- 


lieve that the Gods who had deſtined him to'an univerſal Monarchy , and to the ruine of 
our family, could not have made the Reliques of it fall into the hands of a more geatle and 
indulgent Conqueror 3 and let us conſider that the evils he has done n, and which by the 
will of the Gods, he Was decreed to do 1s, if they can be connterpeiſed by obligations, are ſo 
by thoſe he voluntarily hath laid upon us. 1n ſhort, Statira, fear,ov rather let w49 all fear; 
he may change his humor, and groW Weary at laſt of mntreating her whom) without pmintſh- 
ment he may conſtrain : This us the counſel I give you, both fer your own intereſt and 
ours 3 and ſince that by the death of my dear children, thire remains none but my-ſelf, 
who hath any lawfal power over you, I command you as much as I can do nov, not to re- 
þſt his affettion any more, ſo long as be ſhall ſne for yours by means that are ſo glorious to 
you, and by offers of a Crown Which raiſes our houſt again to a much greater ſplendor then 
that from Whence it is fallen, | 

Having ended theſe words,ſhe left the Princeſs alone, with liberty to digeſt them: ſhe 
at firſt Tooghe it extream difficult, and defended her ſelf a long time againſt the con- 
ſideration oft her obedience to the Queen, againſt the dangers wherewith ſhe threat- 
ned her, and againſt the advantages ſhe propofed unto her ; but being ſome few days 
after urged again, with the like, or more preſſing arguments, and ſeeing her ſelf perſe- 
cuted by thole friends ſhe eſteemed moſt, ſhe open'd her eyes to the truth of thoſe 
reaſons they alledged, and looking upon Alexander, whom till then ſhe had beheld 
only with diſdain, ſhe ſaw nothing in his perſon that was not truly great , and truly 
amiable. He1s (as you know) a very handſome Prince, in the flower of his age, and 
endowed (beſides that valor which has made him the greateſt of all men living )with 
al the qualities that can render a perſon moſt compleat. The Princeſs conlidering theſe 
things, without that animoſity, which before had hidden all the luſtre of them from 
her, and — that by your infidelity, ſhe was more then diſpenſed with, for the 
promiſe which ſhe had made to you, and of which ſhe believed you would never ex- 
at the performance, ſuffered her ſelf -in the end, (though with very mach adoe ) 
to be overcome by ſo many appearances of reaſon, and by the perſwaſions of all thoſe 
that had any credit with her. 

Oroondates could not forbear interrupting the Eunuch in this part of his Re'ation 
with ſo many ſobs, and ſuch lamentable complaints, that he forced him to break off 
the thread of his Diſcourſe, and melt into tearsof compaſſion. His fire was kindled 
again by this recital, and ſo much of his affe&ion as was ſmothered by the belief of 
his Princeſſes infidelity, broke forth again into ſach a violem flame, by rhe knowledg 
of her innocence, that he became more ardent, and more paſſionate then ever ; He 
was a great while before he could ſettle again, and when Tyres ſaw him a little re- 
covered, he went on with his ſtory on this manner. 

I will notrelate unto you, Sir, the joy of Alexander, nor the ſumptuous prepa- 
rations for the Wedding, but will only tell you, that within a few days after he had 
her conſent, he married her publickly at S»/a,with all the pomp, and all the magnifi- 
cence, which the high quality of two ſuch eminent perſons could require, and crown- 
ed her Queen of all the people that lived under his obedience. That Wedding was 
not celebrated alone, for with the liking of the King, Sy/ſigambis, Artabaſus, and of 
all thoſe that had intereſt in them, Hepheſtion married the Princeſs Pariſatss , ant 


| ſhortly after 'Prolomers, and Enmenes, Apamiaand Arſinoe, Artabaſus his two youn- 


ger daughters, and many other Princes, and Lords of the Court , were wedded to 
the Princeſſes, and Ladies of Perſia. The King then ſecing himſelt peaceable poſſeſ- © 
for of that beauty, for which he had ſigh'd ſo long, deſired to ſtifle the remembrance 
of all paſt misfortunes in an univerſal joy, and reltored thoſe happy days to Perſia, 
which had fo long been baniſhed thence. Syſgambis took the ſame place with him,ſhe 
had enjoyed with Darins,& really gave him the affeQion, ſhe had born unto that deac 
lon.Oxiartes and Artabaſus,were in greater ſplendor and authority then they had been 
under him,and all the Perſians began generally under the Tikinef of his Reign, to xe- 
cover breath after that tedious burthen of their miſeries,& hope of that quiet peace - 
2 a 
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had forſaken them. The King having got fo rich a prize of Beauties # took his re. 
venge upon them , for all the diſquiets on had made him ſuffer, and made much 
of his fair Queen, with ſo dear a tendernefle, that ſhe began to approve that out of 
affection , which ſhe had yeilded to only out of reaſon of State ; ſhe began to con. 
demn that obſtinacy , which had ſo long made her fly from her own happineſle , and 
by the ſtrength of her virtue, baniſhing all thoſe remembrances, that could withdray 
her from the love ſhe owed unto the husband which the Gods had given her, ſhe gaye 
herſelf to love him in good earneſt, as her dutie, and the proofs of his affetion oh- 
liged her, Then it was that to pleaſe him, ſhe drove away all thoſe ſorrows which 
were wont to appear in her troubled countenance , and by a compliance worthy tg 
be eſteemed, ſhe ſet forth her beauties with all the ornaments, ' which the misfortune 
of her houſe had caus'd herto lay aſide. 

But ſcarce had ſhe begun to taſte the ſweetneſſe which this change of her condition 
might have brought her,when Queen Roxana came to Su/a;ſhe had not yet fully reco- 
vered the (ickneſfle that had retained her at Paſargada, but having got a hint of the 
Kings relaps into his old paſſion, and of his defigne for a ſecond marriage, ſhe reſoly'd 
to break it-by the means ſhe had ina readineſle ; but being advertiſed of it too late, 
ſhe arrived not at Sa till eight days after the wedding. I can very hardly tell you 
the greatneſle of her diſpleaſure at it, and the words which jealouſie, and the compe- 
tition of a rival ſo much advantaged above her , made her to bring forth. It bet 
no longer in her power to hinder a thing already done, ſhe took a reſolution at | 
to alienate their minds as much as poſſible ſhe could, and to put Statira again into her 
firſt affetion, thereby to withdraw her from what ſhe owed to a husband, whom ſhe 
deſired to poſleſſe alone. With this determination ſhe went to viſit her the next day 
after her arrival, and after a ſalute full of civility and diflimulation , and an hour of 
indifferent diſcourſe, ſhe pray'd her to withdraw into her Cloſſet, for ihe had ſome- 
thing to ſay to her in privat ; The Queen did as ſhe deſired, and ſhutting the dore, 
when they were alone, Roxana broke ſilence in theſe words; It is hard for me Ma- 
dam , longer to conceal the obligation which you have to me ; and the deſire I have tobe 
better beloved of you, then I have been heretofore, forces me to declare that *tis to me alone 
you owe this eſtabliſhment, and this greatneſſe to Which you are now raiſed. 

The Princeſle aſtoniſhed at this beginning, would have reply'd, when Rowana per- 
ceiving her amazement, purſued onthis manner, Let not this diſcourſe ſurpriſe you 
Madam, I ſay norhing but truth, and Twill quickly make you ſee it by infallible proofs ; 
yer to ſpeak. > a , when 1 laboured for your happineſſe » 1 did not pretend 
that I now poſſeſſe ; for perchance I ſhould not have been ſo good a friend as to procure that 
Fortune for you to my own prejudice, which ſince that time the Gods have granted tomy 
ſelf; bur —_ always belies d, that only the Daughter of Darius was worthy to be the 
wife of Alexander the Great, 1 uſed all my endeavours to diſpoſe her to love him, andt1 
drive out of her minde all thoſe thoughts that might withdraw her from a felieity Which ſie 
rejefted out of conſiderations that Were juſtly to be blamed. That Was it Which made me 
often go about to make a difference between you and Oroondates, and Which made me at 
laſt finde a means to baniſh him out of your heart, and v0 introduce an affeftion that would 
be more advantageous to yow. Trueit 1s Madam, that my knowledge ho firmly you were 
fixt upon a perſon as unhappy as your ſelf, made me take recourſe to all kind of invention 
that I might, to give you inclinations more prifitable to your ſelf; I feigned to love him, 
thereby to Win him from you; and though I labonred but in vain, and that he ever prefer 
red hs fidelity to you inviolable, I fortunately drew the means from that diſſemulationg! 
make him utterly loſe your favour, and to make him paſſe in your opinion, for guilty 
diſloyall , though he were in effeft the moſt fairhfull , and the moſt innocent of all m® 
living. 

Ming interrupting her at theſe words, © Ah! Madam (ſaid ſte) what is this you 
* tell me? Was Oroondares innocent after the proofs he gave me of his infidelity,which 
* are ſoclear and viſible, that it is not poſſible for him to diſavow them himſelf if he be 
* yetalive? He was ſo Creplyed Roxana coldly) and I would net confeſſe unto youtht 
treachery 1 uſed, if my deſigne had not been very good, and the ſucceſſe very _— 
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for you:and to make it appear ro you Madam(continu'd ſhe)all the knowledge you ever had 


of his inconſtancy, comes only from the ſending back of the Bracelet you gavehim, and 
from a Letter which you received by one of his ſervants ; as for the Bracelet it never Was 
in his hands after the time he Was at Damaſcus, where I made it to be ſtollen from him by 
the ſame Arbates, Who brought it to you, and whom [ by gifts corrupted to deceive his 
Maſter, and afterward'to forſake him to ſerve me in the deſign 1had againſt him. Then 
for the Letter it was not intended to you, and if you have it ſtill you may obſerve it hath 
no Swuperſcription upon it, but that by Which it was diretted to you, was written #Pon. a- 
nother paper, in Which both the Letter and Bracelet were folded up. Beſides, there is no 
great probability, thoſe Words ſhould have been written to one for whom he had taken 0 
much pains ; if their ſenſe had ſome reference to your condition , it agreed much more 
with mime, and indeed I was the perſon to whom it was addreſſed ; being the eAnſwer of a 
Letter 1 writ to him to Sidon, by a Page that Went along with the man, who came from 
Abdolominus ro fetch a Paſt-port for him ; the Bracelet he ſent me back, was one of my 
own hair, and the Letter I Wrote, Was in the moſt diſ-obliging tearms I could invent, to 
dravv ſuch an Anſwer from him as I deſired : by good fortune he return'd me ſuch an owe 
as I could have Wwiſd for my deſign, and to let you ſee I have not forgotten them , theſe 
were the very werds of both. With that ſhe repeated firſt her own, and then that ſhe had 
receiv'd from Oroondates, without omitting a ſyllable, and then conrinued ; Seeing it 


| ſo proper and in tearms that ſuited Jo Well with w/ intention, I put his true Bracelet with- 
| init, andhaving ſent for Arbates, whom I ha gorten to leave his Maſter at his depay- 


ture fromSidon, he readily undertook_the carriage of it; and did not only fold it up in a 
looſe cover juſt as it was before, but counterfeiting Oroondates his hand exattly, diretF- 


| edittoyou, and furniſiied me alſo with a trick, to take the perfett impreſſion of his Seal. 
' 1have heard ſince that he acquitted himſelf likewiſe in the delivering of it as well as 1 


cold have deſired, and aſſured you that he had left his Mafter in Hyrcania, though 
ou may have learn'd ſince that at that time he had not ſtirr'd from Darius. 

After theſe words ſhe laid open unto her all the reſt of her treachery, and made 
it ſo clear and ' viſible to that poor Queen, that there remained not the leaſt doubt ei- 
ther of her wickedneſs, or of your innocence. + This diſcovery touch'd her heart 
ſo deeply with grief and repentance, that al her blood retiring thither, left her fair 
body pale, cold, without motion ftrerch*d upon the bed where they were ſitting, Wic- 
ked Koxana, who would have been gladder to have ſeen her dead then in a ſwoun,go- 
ing to the door call'd ir onely Ceone, and ſhowing her her Miſtreſs in that caſe, could 
dono lefle though againſt her will,chen affiſt her endeavors to bring her to life again, 
and having throwncold water in her face, they atlaft ſaw her open b eyes, and be- 
ing ſet up by their afliſtance, ſhe look*d round about her with ſo ſorrowful an eye, 
that without doubt ſhee moved compaſiion even in her, who had pur her into tha, 


| eſtate, 


Roxana coming with a feigned officiouſneſs to comfort her, *Madam', (ſaid the 


| © Queen to her) let me alone I pray [you , you by your wicked inventions may well 


* vive me my death, but ſhall never by Orooxdates his innocence, make me fail againſt 
* what I owe unto the King my Lord and Husband. I know how to die for the ex- 
*piation of the crime I have committed in forfaking and making deſperate a Prince to 
* whom I was ſo highly obliged z bur I ſhall alſo know how to defend my ſelf as T 
* oughtfrom a remembrance which I can no longer lawfully preſerve. Be ſatisfied, 
* Madam you ſhal quickly poſſeſs Alexander alone, but healone ſhall poſſeſs my heart 
* and all my affections , during the ſhort' remainger of my life. 

At theſe words Roxana going away, left that poor Princeſs, with no body but C/c- 
one, inſuch an exceſſe of grief,” that I want words to repreſent it to you. And cer- 
tainly all that a moft paſſionat ſorrow, and the remorſe of ſuch a crime could pro- 
duce in an afflicted foul, tormented hers fo cruelly, that (cone was deſtitute of all 
hope, of her ever beingable to hear that laſtaſſaulr of fortune, though ſhe had ſup- 
ported all her former ones with ſo much courage. Thenit was that your laſt words, 
and your laſt actions came all into her memory , and making a juſt reflexion upon 
them, ſhe found ſo many marks of your love and innocence, that ſhe could notima- 
gine 
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gine by what charm ſhe had been bewitched to believe a thing ſo far from all appez. 
rances of truth, I cannottell you, Sir, what a Floud of tears ſhe ſhed ar this re. 
membrance, nor what complaints ſhe made for a loſſe, which ſhe had cauſed untg 
her ſelf by her own credulity, Cleone got her to bed, where ſhe preſently fell inty 
a violent Feaver, within two howres after ſhe was vilited by the Princeſs her liſter, 
now wife to Hepheſtion, and by the fair Bar/ſina. Aſſoon as ſhe ſaw them come in 
ſhe could not forbear ſending forth a loud cry, whereat they were extreamly ſurpr. 
ſed. * Ah! my dear ſiſter; Ah! my dear x an , faid ſhe to them, and ſtop. 
ping at thoſe firſt words, leftthem to judge by her ſilence, of the confuſion of her 
ſoul. Theſe two Princeſſes aſtoniſhed at that reception, drew near unto her bed, 
and Cleone cauſing all the reſt that were in the Chamber to go out, gave them libeny 
to ask her the cauſe of her afiction, in a time when ſhe ſeemed to have buried all the 
remainders of her diſcontent, and the Queen opportunity to diſcover the pround 
of her ſorrow tothem ; and ſo ſhe did, but with ſo-many ſighs and tears, that thok 
two Ladies who were well acquainted with all the particulars of her life, and who 
had ever been much concern'd in all the accidents of it, by thatſhe came to theend 
of her relation, appeared in a condition little different from hers, and accompanied 
her with a deluge of tears, which her preſent grief and: the remembrance of your 
misfortune, made to guſh abundantly out of their fair eyes. © Well now, (purſued 
* the poor Queen, when ſhe had told they the treachery of Roxana ) to what do 
*you condemn this credulous, or rather this faithleſs, this ungrateful Woman ? and 
G by what expiation do you believe ſhe may repair a fault of the nature of hers > Who 
© can reſtore her that dear Oroondates, which ſhe has loſt by her inconſtancy 2 0tr 
* rather though ſhe ſhould recover him, who can give her the power to love hin 
* without a crime, whom ſhe hated without a cauſe, and who had lov'd her with 
* out. any reſervation? Poor Prince, how well thy fidelity has been requited ! And 
* what an happy concluſion of ſo brave a paſſion asthine, was this laſt uſage of thi 
* unthankful woman, which made thee fly from her, and from a life that was much 
© leſs dear to thee then ſhe! How fortunatly haſt thou imployed thoſe years,which 
* thou haſt ſpent in ſerving, and loving. her more then thy ſelf! And how j 

* the loſſe of thy youth, of thy Eſtates, of thy Kindred, of thy repoſe, of thy blood, 
* and peradventure of thy life hath been recompenſed ! 

She made many ſuch like complaints, nor could the conſolation of thoſe dear friend 
diminiſh any thing of her affliction, and indeed they appeared fo deeply touch'l 
with it themſelvs,that they were bur little able to comfort her,by their Ditcourſ, Af. 
ter ſhe had a long time accuſed her ſelf of her fault,ſhe gave way to another thought, 
and juſtifying her ſelf to you as if you had been there ; * But dear Orooxdates ( cor- 
* tinued ſhe, if ar leaſt my preſent condition may permit me without offence, to ſpeik 
* to you ſtill by that name) how guilty ſoever | am, yet am I not without ſome &- 

cull ; and as you were moſt ſharply ſtung by your knowledge of my change,ſo ws 
*it very hard for me to be inſenſible of ſo many appearances of yours; and though 
* Ilov'd you, I was a vveak, fimple yvoman, and too innocent to dive into a treac 
* ery, ſo maliciouſly contrived, and ſo cunningly managed ; I have loſt you, buthe 
© lieve rather that I have loſt my ſelf, and if I have caus'd ſome diſcontent to you, | 
* have made my ſelf a hell of rorments, for the remainder of my miſerable life. ' 
© have given my ſelf unto another, thinking that you no longer deſired to have me; 
* but though the preſent I have made to him of an unhappy creature, give him the et- 
© tire poſſeſſion both of my body and of my minde, he ſhall not enjoy them long, 
* and my duty which will not ſuffer me to give Oroondates that which ought only to 
© belong to Alexander, permits me to give that unto my grave, which it forbids meto 
© take from eAlexander, and which my inclination forbids me to refuſe Oroondates. 

After theſe ſhe ſpoke many other ſuch like words, and would not have put ane 
to her lamentations, if the King advertiſed of her being ill, had notentred into bet 
Chamber, He came cloſe to her bedfide,and expreſſing his affliction by the diſquierneb 
into w® that ſudden alteration of her health had put him, he made her preſently repent 
all the kind motions ſhe had had to you, and fortified her ſtrongly in the — 

e 


Book V. CASSANDRA. 14.2 
ſhe had raken to keep her affeftons entire for fo worthy a tusband, of whom the 
was ſo pertettly beloved. 

She concealed the cauſe of her-ymdiſpoſition from him,as vvell as poilibly the c>114 
1nd the Kings having kiſs'd her very ardently ; Madam, (fatd he) if 1 conta teſer 
to have my life, and my health dear ro you, 1 woul1 confure you ty preſerve bith of thim 
in your own, ſpnce it 15 ampoſſible, your ſhould feel any fickneſſe, but 1h4at T ſhall be ar left 
ns /enſeble of 3t 4s your felf. | | 

* The honor you do me, Sir, (replyed the Queen) in cheriſhing my hfe;fhall mas 
' me:endexrvor to preſerve itfor you, and your confideration, fhall always make it 
* dearer to me then mine own. The King arifwered her with thofe 'kindrefſes that 
were permitted him, bur they were fuch as had little conformiry't#th the fiurmor iti 
which rhe Princeſs vvas at that time , and te would perchance have Rard a Sreat 
while vvith her, if her ſiſter Pari/zris, vho caltly judg*d m vrhat a conftraihe The 
was, in the prelence-of a great many vvho had #ccompattied him, had nor delired her 
hosband Hephe/#0n to get him away. That Favorit whoſe power vvith the King isabſo0- 
lute, put hit mind how imcommodions fo tong a viſit might be unto the Queen, 
which conſideration inſtantly moved him to retire. Afoon as ever he 'vvas gone, 
* Poor Oroondates, (cryed the Queen) I nbwam able to do nothing for thee, content 
«thy ſelf with the tears I give thee, and conteſt no longer for my heart, againſt the 
(lawful poſſeſſor of it; rhe Gods vwho will not ſuffer me to doe any thing bur 
veep for thee, have given'me wtirely co htm , and if thou. haſt Jov'd me perfectly, 
thou ouphteſt never to with that I for thy fake ſhould abate any of that vertie that 
* obliged thee to love me. | 

She held her peace,becauſe S —_— catne iti, to whom, out of reſpet,. ſhe faid 
nothing at that'time of vvhat Had happen'd to her, and having paſs'd rhe reſt of the 
day in the company of thoſe dear frtends , ſhe fpent the night in diſquiers and co0n- 
flids which it 15s impoſſible for me to repreſent. Love and 6 fought a long time 
a ber breaſt, but in the end dury got the maſtery , and made her relolve rather to 
faffer death, then any blemifh info pure, ani fo unſpotced a life. Nevertheleſs ſhe 
thought ſhe vvas hog cn to juſtifie her felf fome vvay to' you, and fince your inno- 
rence Vvas known to her, ſhe parpofed likewiſe to give you afſutance of hers , and to 
ake away that impreſſion yon might have of an infidelity, vvhich vvere fiot pardona- 
ble after fo great obligations as hers to you.” Within a vvhile after the news came to 
Suſa, of Zopirio's deteat, and it vvas affured at Court that the Prince of Scyrhi. 
bad kill'd him vvith his own hand, and that he in perfor commanded the Atiny of 
the King his Father. Alexander vvas troubled for the loſs of Zopirio, and of his 
Army, and thereupon gave order thac his whole Court ſhould wear mourring for 
three days ; bur he did not prepare l1mſelf to take revenge , though there was a 
ſtrong rumor ſpread abroad, that he would come in perſon into this Country ; for 
indeed Zopirio had not undertaken that War by his Orders, but unknown to him, 
and out of an unjuſt deſire to make bimſelf great. 

The Queen was infinitely pleaſed to hear news both of your life, and of the place 
where you were, and when ſhe had long conſulted with {cone what meanes ſhee 
ſhould uſe to give you ſome ſatisfation, and whom ſhe ſhould employ in the bu- 
lines, at laſt they caſt their eyes upon me, in whom they had found fidelity e- 
nough to be truſted with a matrer of that importance ; and aſſoon as the Queen 
was ableto leave her bed, where her indiſpoſirion kept her for fome days thee ſenc 
for me into her Cloſer, whither ſhe admitted no body but Cleore, and after having 
look'd awhile upon me; Tyrexs, (ſaid ſhe) 1 have known nothing by you hither - 
to, that ſhould give me occaſion to doubt of your fidelity, but the ſervice I deſire from 
you now, tu of ſuch a nature , that it forces me to exatt new Oaths from you of it, 
and Proteſtations, that you will not deceive me in a buſineſſe which I will truſt to none 
but you alone. : 

Ar theſe words, 1 caſt my ſelf at her feet, and kiſſing the hem of her robe ; 
Madam, (faid 1) I proteſt unto your Majeſty, by all the duty I owe to great 0roſ- 
mades, by the memory of King Darixs my Soveraign Lord, and by the head of «4- 
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« /exander the Great, that co my grave, Iwill preſerve the fidelity I have ever had 
* unto your Family, and that I will lay down my life with joy , if your Majeſty 
© can draw any ſervice, or advantage from the loſle of it. 

I expetted no leſſe from you, (replyed the Queen) and that #5 it that obliges men, 
make choice of yow among all my ſervants, to give you a ( ommiſſion, not of ſo much 
danger, 4s importance. Cleone will inſtruct you fully in ir, and when you have leqr 
ned from her, what I have given her charge to tell you, you ſhall knoW the reſt from m) 
own month. 

Having faid ſo,ſhe return'd into her Chamber and lefeme with (7eone, vvho infor. 
med me at large of all the paſſages I have now related to you, - and added many par 
ticulars of the Kings Loves, which the fear of being tedious, hath made me forbex 
to repeat;and when ſhe had made an end of inſtrufing me,That which the Queen 6 
fires of you, (continued ſhe) is, that you ſhould go and finde out the Prince, an 
deliver him a Letter, which ſhe writes to him for her juſtification, and for the pexc 
of her own conſcience. Tothis end, you muſt go into that part of Scyrhia, wher 
he has defeated Zopirio; and if it pleaſe the Gods you meet him, you muſt make 
him the recital of theſe things I have told you, and repreſent unto him the Queen 
innocence, inthe ſame manner you have heard it. 

When ſhe had thus taught me my leſſon, ſhe went unto the Queen, who coming 
back with her, gave me the Letter, which ſhe had written to you, and charged met 
bee ſecret, and c_ in my Volage, ſhe furniſh'd me with Gold and Jewels, 6 
ſupply thoſe neceſſities that might befall me, and diſmiſs'd me vvith a commandy 
ſet forward aſſoon as I could poſſibly, 

I departed from Sa the next morning , and having informed my ſelfe of the 
way, Ithought I ſhould get more eaſily into this part of Scythia , where wee ar, 
through Thracia, and by the Boſphors, then by Hyrcania,Battria, and the Moun 
Imawus ; and with this deſign, being after a reaſonable long Journey arrived at 5 
zantinm, 1 embarqued in a Veſſel that was bound for this Countrey and going t 
ſer Sail, there being already a free commerce among thoſe people, ſince the time th 
your ſubjeAs had 1 themſelves under the dominion of the Macedonians. Being Lu 
ded at the neareſt Port unto this place, I came ſtraight unto this Town , and th 
next day after my arrival, you began to lay ſiege unto it; this morning having > 
ceiv'd new aſſurances that you commanded the Army in perſon, I ask'd leave ofthe 
Governor to come forth, which was eafily granted mie, and by that means I obtaid! 
the happineſle to ſee you once again, and to acquit my ſelf of the Commiſſion thi 
had been given me, 
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HE Eunuch ended his Relation on this manner, and my Prince who 

had hearkned to all the latter part of it in a mortal agony, and had 

accompanied every word with a ſtream of tears, having heard the 

concluſion, gave himſelf ſo over to his lamentations, that it was not 

poſſible for him to fettle himſelf at all, in above an howre. In the 

beginning he had prepared himſelf for the worſt events he could apprehend , ' and 
though in Sratira's _— he had tearnt nothing but what he had ever expeRted, 
the aſſurance he receiv'd of his Princeſſes innocence and repentance, reviving all thoſe 
flames, which his deſpite, and an abſence of three years had almoſt extinguiſhed, 
plunged him into his firſt paſſion vvith mbre violence then ever, and the knowledge 
of her engagement and of her vertue, forbade him ever to hope for any relief from 
her, who was no longerin a condition to requite, nor perhaps to ſuffer his affeRion. 
In theſe way thoughts, he receiv'd her Lettet which the Eunuch preſented him, 
and having open'd it tremblmg, he knew the Writing of that fair hand, which, he 
had kiſs'd with ſo- much ardorg and which he deſpaired ever to, kiſs again; while he 
livd ; he join'd his lips to thoſe lovely ChataQers, and bedewed them with {6 tnany 
tears, thathe was almoſt like to have waſt'd them our, this fear made him rake them 
os ; an caſting his eyes upon them, after having begun with a deep ſigh ,, he read 
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Oueen STATIRA To Priace OROONDATES: 


; | Know not generous Prince, how you will look npon che 
" A Lerter of this guilty, or rather of this unfortunat creature 
that wrires to you.” If you turn away your eyes through: a- 
verſion or reſentment, caſt them yer upon it, through:com- 
| paſlion andgenerofity ; and refuſe not to ſee theſe ſorrow- 
; tul,and theſe laſt marks of my grief, and of my repentance : 
— They ateall chat I now can'give you, nay, F make my (elf 
faulty inſtill conſerving a remembrance , which I. can no 
longer cohſerve without a crime,” and which # loft when I 
could nog lofe it without ingratitude, But how great foe- 

V ver, 
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«© ver that ſeverity of vertueis, which ties my affeGion to a 
© Husband whom L love, as I ought co love him; 1 think my 
* ſelf obliged to ſatisfic a perſon , by ſome proteſtations of 
© my innocence, to whom beſides my life, my honour, and 
© my liberty, 1 owe much more. You will learn part of it 
fromthe mouth of Tyrexs, and if you yet conſider with ſom Þ = 
* ſpark of goodnelle, the weakneſſe of a woman maliciouſly ÞW 
, baſed, and the force of thoſe appearances that deceived | = 
© me, you will have more pity for my misfortune, then indig- 
© nation for my change ; and judging of my heart by the SN 
*neſle of your own, you will yer do me the favour to believe, 
© thatall the Empires of the Earth, could never have been. 
*ble to work any thing upon me, if I had thought I had til MW + 
© hadany part in you. Give credit to this truth out of com. 
© paſlion, and ceaſe to hate her,who loy'd you more then her 
* ſelf, while ſhe could, and beliey'd ſhe might, and who noy 
* thatſhe canno longer, loves you ſtill more then ſhe ought; 
©this remainder of an affe&ion which was heretofore mol 
<3uſt, continues with me to torment mefor my crime ; but if 
©I cannot blot itout of my ſoul, I will keep it there only fa ſ & 
© tmy puniſhment, and'convert it to an uſe which ſhall not in ſ 4 
*;ure that I owe untoche husband whom the gods have givaf }; 
*me, | ſhallalwaysremember you, as him, to whom of all #4 
© men living, my affe&ions were moſt lawfully due, and fron { 
© whom the Gods have taken them, onely becauſe they kner n 
*me nnworthy of his : I'will confider you, as the proreCting 
Genius of our Family ; I will make prayers for your pro. 
© ſperity, and will begge of Heaven to recompence what you 
© havedone for us. This isall I am able to render you, for { 
© many great bbligations, and it is all you could. now hg 

©forfrom this unhappy creature, if you ſhould yet afth: 
* any moment of your life to the remembrance of the wr 
© fortunate 


STATIR A. 


I know not how to expreſle into what a miſerable condition this Letter put A po 

oor fad Prince, helet it fall upon his bed with a great cry, and began to ſigh 

fo much violence, that I fear'd his ſorrow would inftantly have deprived him of bu 

life; be was a long time before he was able to ſpeak one word that could be undes Þ © 

ſtood, then of a ſudden crying ont ike a man beſide himſelf ; *Ah 1 Sratira, (fd A 

* he) how unſeaſonably your repentance comes ! And how much tos late are wu hi 
* unde- 
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* undeceived ! Why do you acknowledge me for innocent, when you will no lon- 
* ver acknowledge me for yours > And why do you ceaſe to bate me, now you can-! 
* not love me without @ crime, fince you ceas'd to love me, when withour a crimeyou 
* could not hate me? Why do you kindle thofe flames again, which you will never 
* be able to extinguiſh while you live? And why do you force me to love you till; 
* fince out of duty, you force your ſelf to love me no more ? | 
He remained a while in this thought, then falling preſently into another 5 

*No,no, Statira, (purſued he) you ſhall nor get free at ſo cheap a rate, Iam not 
' ſo ealily to be ſhaken off, nor can ſuch loſſes as 1 have ſaffered , be fo lightly re- 
* paired ; Four prayers for my proſperity cannot content me, and *ti5 in vain you be- 
* lieve to ſatisfie me by making requeſts unto the Gods for my happineſs, and for my 
* repoſe ; you who are the only creature that has deſtroyed my happineſs and my re- 
* poſe, and who haſt caſt ine — from that high degree of felicity , ro which 
' I was riſen oy any ſervices, into that depth of mifery, in which you would have me 
* ſpend all the remnant of my days ; ask therefore of thoſe Gods to whom yau re- 
* commend me, that they would annihilate what 1s paſt,that they would revoke your 
* marriage; - and- that they would reftore you again to the condition in which you 
* were when you forſook me ; behold the means to fatisfie me, bur ſince you hope 
'not for it, no, nor ſo manch as deſire it, and that the affeRtion you bear your huſ- 

* band, permits you not to make wiſhes in my favor, and to his difadvannage, reſolve 
© Statira, tO ſuffer that puniſhment, you propoſe unto your ſelf, not only a remem- 

*brance of Orvondates, nota faint remainder of the love you gave him heretofore, 
* but 0roondares himſelf from whom you have not yer eſcaped, you ſhall yer ſee him 

* again at your feet, you ſhall yet hear his reproaches, and perchance he yet may 
* have the happineſs, to breath our a life in your preſence, which cannot poſſibly be 
* but yours. 

Aker theſe and. ſome other paſſionate Diſcourſes ful of love and deſpair, , he com- 
manded us to retire; and while I carried the Eunuch to take his reſt,” and, chat 1 my 
ſelf endeavoured to get as much as my ſenſe of his misfortune would ſuffer me , he 
languiſh'd out the night in diſquiets a great deal more inſupportable then death ir 
ſelf. 1t was no ſooner day but he ſent to call us, and aſſoon as we were alone by 
his bedſide, eAraxes, (faid he to me) we muſt abroad again, and ſince the Heavens 
have made thee nnhappy in my friendſhip to thee, thow muſt keep my miſery company un- 
to the end ; 1 was infinigely troubled to hear this reſolution, bor being i{tedfaſt in my 
deſign of running his fortune throughout, and never to leave his ſervice while I had one 
moment of life, * Sir, (replyed I) 1 never will forſake you, and into what Corner of 
*the world ſoever you go, Araxes will not part from yon, nor will ever die but at 
*your feet. | | 

My Prince having tenderly embraced me, at that anſwer ; Dear f#iend, ( ſaid hee) 
the Gods will give thee the recompence thy fidelity deſerves, and if by their mercy there 
happen any change in my condition, thou ſhalt have ſuch a ſhare in my fortune , that 
tho ſoalt not perhaps bewail thy youth, which thox loſeſt in company of this miſerable 
man; ſince rherefore thox ſtill perſevereſt in thy firſt affeftion, 1 give the ſame Order 
for my departure, that I gave for my firſt Votage into Perſia, 1 Will have but the ſame 
Equipage, andthe ſame perſons that went Wirh us, but we ſhall need a Barque to paſſe 
over to Byzantium, that's the Way 1 mean to take my Jonrney , endeavour therefore to 
procure me one, and to ſet our buſineſſes in ſuch a forWwardneſſe , that we may depart 
within to days. wy x ; | 

When I had received this command, I wetit inſtantly from him, and was no ſoon- 
er out of his preſence, but I remembred, that in the Army we had a man of Afilerc= 
polss, nearly obliged unto my Prince, wha might eaſily accommodate us with a Bark, 
and carry us himſelf unto Byzantium, where he had a great dealiof acquaintance; I 
had made a particular friendſhip with him, baving known him to be a very honeſt man, 
and going immediatly to ſeek him, I diſpoſed him.to all I defired; and fent him away 
ay to the Port of Hypoleoy, to ſet the Veſlel in a readineſs rhat was to _ 
us: I ſpoke nota word concerning my Maſter, but promiſed thr 1 would be wit 
bim within three days. | V 2 My 
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My Prince was overjoyed at this happy ſucceſs, and by good fortune the Town we 
beſieged, was ſurrendred that very day, and left almoſt no more matter to continue 
the Warre in that Province.  Oroondates being refolv'd to depart the next day at 
night, ſettled ſome 'neceſſary Orders in the Army , and provided himfelf of what 
he thought moſt uſeful for his Joutnty ; two bowres before he went away , hee 
wrote this Letter to Arſacomes, commanding one of his Officers to give it him after 
his departure. 


Prince OKOONDATES, to ARSACOMES. 


Y cruel deftiny forces me away from you, without ba- 

wing the time or means to bid you farewel; you will 
command the Army which Ileawve you, and which I conld ant 
commit into better hands then. yours'; enquire not. after tht 
cauſe of my departure, nor tbe place of my abode, and let th: 
King my Father know, I forſook n0t the Army be badgiven m, 
while this Conmirey had any need of my preſence, and he'd 
the ſervice of oY | | 


OROONDATES. 


We took horſe two howres within night, and being followed only by Tyrem;T+ 
xaris, and Loncates, we travelled the way toward Hypoleon, which is a very noted Ha 
ven upon the Exxir Sea, and riding by Moon-light , we arrived there by break of 
day. We found our Barque in the beſt readineſs we could have wiſh'd, and-the 
wind very right for our deſign : My Prince commended the diligence of him I had 
employed, and promiſing: him great recompences, went a Ship-board,"then making 
che Marriners hoiſt Sail, we lanch'd out ſtraight toward Byzanrizm.” 

Now, Sir, make a little reflexion upon my Maſters fortunes, call ro mind the fil 
ations of his life, remember the beginnings of his love, the marvellous continuation 
of it,” and think upon the end which the Gods ſeemed to have put unto it; and fron 
this conſideration, draw a knowledge of the perſecutions of Heaven , and of theit- 
conſtancy of Fortune : He in the courſe of his affection, had ſuffered all that the 
courage of man was capable to endure, and when Fortune after having taken 4l 
from him, made ſhew to promiſe him ſome ſhadow of quiet, yet bur a falſe one, and 
bought with the loſle of his true quier, and of all his hopes, that unſtable Goddeb 
envied him, even that appearance of repoſe which ſhe had granted bur by force, and 
took that alſo from him, which he enjoyed againſt her will. 

Behold my poor Maſter, yet once again in the wide world; behold him more 
paſſionate then ever, and behold him burning and flaming, even in the midſt of the 
waves that carried him ; his Barque though it cut them. with a wonderful ſwiftneb, 
feem'd too ſlow by half to his deſires, and though the winde carried us with a ſti 
and favorable gale direQly toward Byzanrium,yet did it not ſwel our Sails ſufficiently 
to fatisfie the eagerneſs of his love, nor blow impetuouſly enough to ſecond the in- 
patiency that tranſported him ; he diſcovered it by a thouſand a@ions contrary to 
tus former moderation, and by a thouſand ſayings which retain'd bur little of the - 


lidity-of his wonted Diſcourte: ſometimes he ſeem'd to us reaſonably chearful, and: 


ſome glimpſe of hope which ſhin'd yer into his ſoul through the -midſt of ſo many 
obſtacles, pur him: fora few moments into ſomething a more pleaſing humour : he 
then revolv'd the paſſages of his Princeſſes Letter in his thoughts, and calling to hind 
choſe words wheran ſhe expreſſed the remainder of her affe&tion moſt to the = 
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laid new foundations for his happineſſe upon them, and found matter to taiſe his 'de* 
jeted hopes which had been buricd fo many years. 

Who forbids me to hope (aid he) bar that thy Princeſſe may again take uy her affe1i- 
on, with the knowledge of mydove, and of mine innocence ? but what ſhould make me doubt 
it, ſince ſhe aſſures me of it her ſelf ? aors ſhe not ronfeſſe that ſhetoves me ſtill, and that 
ſe will conſerve her affettion for a puniſhment of her crime ? 1am certain then ſhe loves 
me, and by ronſequence 1 am moſt aſſured that I am happie; and that I amn contented, ſince 
'ris upon hey Iove alone that 1 have ever groanded my happineſſe and my contentment; ts 
{atiſfied therefore Oroondates, ſince thy P rinceſs loves thee,and that morcoter ſhe Went!d [ce 
thee, for to Whar othey end did ſhe cauſe thee to be /onght 021 with ſo much careg and ſomnci 
hazard of her reputation and quietneſſe ; and to What intent ſhould ſhe yet Write ſo paſſic- 
nate a Letter to thee, if ſhe did not defire to draw thee to ber once again? She lowes thee 
then, and ſhe Would ſee thee, comfort thy ſelf therefore, and obey her, fince by that conſulut:- 
on and obediente, thon recovereſt all that thon haſt loſt, ;24 goeſt tolive in a happiey eon- 
dition then then conldeſt hope for. | 

This thought would keep him for ſome- time reaſonable well pleaſed , but then of a 
ſudden the marriage of his Princeſſe comingagain into his memory, together with rhe 
conſideration of her vertue,and of what ſhe owed ,and would undoubredly pay 'to ſuch 
a husband a&> Mexander,ſhe whom he knew to be of an hamourrto hold her felf tothe 
ſeverity of her dutie , though toa man much lefſe'confiderable then fo great; 'and ſo 
allant a pefſon, thinking alſo upon the proteſtation which ſhe made to him-of it'her 

Fe and *the aſſurances wherewith the' Eunucly had confirmed-it, all his hopevrva- 
niſhed, and he-became more fad, and melancholy'then before. *'Tis true (ſaid he ) 
* Sratira loves me, bur ſhe loves me for her puniſhment, and not for my ſarisfaRion ; 
* this is but a new matter of prief for me ; 1t'I trere ſhll hated by her, 1 ſhould only 
* ſuffer my own torment, but now ſeeing het-languiſh in anaffteRtion, which by her 
*own confeſſion ,” muſt, only ferve to make her unfortunate, I ſhall be unbappy 
*bdoth through her miſeries, and through mine own ; her Letter is only a mark of . her 
* acknowledgement, and a durie ſhe renders to'hiuny whommhe had uſed ſo itt, and by 
*whom ſhe had been fo faithfully ſerved ; ſhe had been very cruel if ſo many expre!- 
*hons of my love, and the knowledge ſhe has lately had ot mine innocence, had not 
'extorted from her at leaſt as obliging words as thoſe of her Letter ; iris a' great deal 
*lefs then ſhe owes me after all that 1 have done. for her , and though ſhe had ask'd 
*councel of «4/exaader himfelf,; he would.not-have taken it ilt chat ſhe ſhou!d give 
*me this light fatisfa&tion, ſo long as ſhe gives her ſelf entirely to him. 

This laſt chought caſt him down again ſo extreamly, that as often as it camcinto his 
mind, he would lie immovable, and ſtretch'd out'upon the deck with very litrle appea- 
rance of life 'in tim ; then of a ſudden coming our of a deep ſtudic in which that re- 
membrance had buried him, © Gods (cry'd he) perchance at this very moment While O- 
roondates weeps and ſighs, Alexander # taking. kiſſes from the inviting lips of 'my. deay 
Princeſſe,and perhaps that face which I have ſo much adored, is ar this inſtant cemented to 
hs, who has been the murtheres of her Father and Mother, and the deſtroyer of ber Whole 
Family ; that fair body, that excellent mind, that admired All is now his own; that otori- 
vs, that happie rival peaceably poſſeſſes both, and Aiſdainins what I after [0 many ſervi. 
ces got only now and then by ſtealth , he with authority reaps thoſe ſavonys, Which Wy re- 
ſpeft ſearce ever ſuffered meſo much as to have a thought of. . In this and tuch like enter- 
cainments he fpertewhole days and nights, and having had no other employment, we 
entred the Haven of Byzantium, with a very favourable wind, which had continued 
during all our paſſage thither. | 

_ My Prince would not go into Byzantizm till it was night, and the next day keeping 
within dores, in a by-lodging,which he thatprovided us-our ſhip,had taken for him; l:e 
made 7 yrexs and T oxar:s, buy Perſian habits,with ſuch other things as were moſt ne- 
ceſlary for our Voyage,and the morning after, we took horſe to travel by Janf{dire&- 
ly to S»/a. 'The way was long, and all the while we were going'ir , my Ptince pal. 
led his time only in ſuch thoughts as thoſe that had taken him up while he was at fea ; 
and for the moſt part was in fo profound a muſe, that to pleaſe him, we let him _ 

whole 
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whole days without interruption : after we had ſpent many in our Journey , and had 
encounters which I will omit becauſe they were not of any moment, we at laſt diſco 
vered the great City of S»/a. Art ſight of it my Maſter could not retain his ſighs, nor 
forbear to utter ſuch words. as though they were addrefled to things inſenſible , did 
not the leſle feelingly expreſle the perſecution he ſuffered by his thoughts. 

Alexander and thoſe of his Court had never had but one hour to take notice of his 
Face, and ſince that time, his three years abſence, and the greatneſſe of his ſorrowes, 
had madeſuch an alteration in it, that *ewould have been almoſt impoſſible for per. 
ſons by whom he was ſo little known, to obſerve any features that could have diſcove. 
red him; yet would he not put himſelf in hazard, butas little as poſſible he could; 
and judging what caution was neceſſary for the importance of what he undertook, he 
ſaid rill day had given place unto the night, and entring the Town when it was dark, 
he took a lodging by Tyres his direQion, in one of the leaſt noted, and the leaſt fre 
quented places, and very near the Gates of the Ciry. There he commanded me again 
to take the perſonage of his Maſter, before company, and defired T yrexs to keepthe 
houſe for a few days, and not ſhew he was returned, that in the interim he might watch 
an oportunity to diſcover himſelf unto his Princeſle, as he intended. 

He was tormented all the night by the moſt cruel thoughts, that a ſoul can be aſſi 


Qed with, .and conſidering eAlcxanders feliciry , and the difference of their preſent 


conditions, though they were both ſhut up within the compaſle of the ſame Walk; 
* Is it poſſible (faid he )that that Princeſſe of whom I was heretofore ſo much beloved, 
* ſhould now have buried all the remembrance of poor Or00ndates, in the embracesof 
* that happie husband, and that ſhe ſhould not at leaſt interrupt his — 
* ſome ſigh in ſavour of him ? But isit poſſible poor-ſpirited Oroondares, that whi 
© he hugs her in his arms, thou ſhould'ſt lie ſtill with thine acroſſe, and letthat unjuſt 
* Uſurper poſſeſſe her quietly , who ought only to be thine, and whomthou had'ſ 
* bought with ſo much blood, and ſo many ſufferings? No, no, Oroondartes , waket 
* thy ſelf, to make him ſleep eternally, he muſt not live, that injurious raviſher of thy 
* happineſle, that rormentor of thy foul, and that irreconcilable enemy of thy repoſe; 
* Hee's not immortal whatever Divinity he hath vainly affeted , and the bloud thou 
* haſt drawn already from his veins, tels thee at leaſt he is not invulnerable : he mult 
* die therefore, and thou by his death muſt recover-her, who cannot be thine while he 
* hath life, and who while the Gods leave thee any , cannot, nor ought not to be 
* his. Scarce had he taken this reſolution, but the remembrance of Alexanders ver 
ture altredit : That glorious Enemy had twice given him a life , which he miglt 
lawfully have depriv'd Fim of , and which the conſervation of his own obliged hin 
to deſtroy : Thoſe two generous actions had ſo wonn his heart, that it was no lot 
Ser able to hate him,nor to have any other inclinations but thoſe of love and eſteem./f 
my Intereſt (ſaid he) obliges me to take away his life, was he leſſe intereſſed in the loſe 
mine, by his knowledge that I had deſignes againſt his , and by the proofs he had alreah 
that I was not an Enemy to be deſpiſed? But if I Were inſenſible of the motives of un 
rue and acknowledgement, have 1 forgot what 1 owe unto my Princeſſe? He her boſ- 
band, and mereover ſhe loves him : I could nor attempt any thing againſt hz life, withon 
offending hers, nor without making her an accomplice of the death of a hushand ,, whis 
moſt Worthy of her and of her affeition ; let us therefore preſerve our reſpefts to him fort 
ver, let us reverence what ſhe loves, and what ſve ought to love; and if our life have alrtt 
dy reach'd the term the Gods had appointed, let ns not endeavour to prolong it by the loſſes 
the moſt glorious one that ever Was. ; 
He argued thus with himſelf in eMlexanders defence, and continued a long whilein 
theſe vertuous motions, but the violence of his love beginning again to torment 
drove away part of thoſe conſiderations, and the day which began to appear whilebe 
was in theſe debates, found him till unreſolyd what he ſhould do ; heſeem'd neve- 
theleſs to incline a little to revenge, and his paſſion not leaving him the free uſe of 1% 
ſon, thruſt him whether he would or no upon thoughts , which it is moſt di 
for humane nature totally to avoid. 


Not long after he was up, Loncates who had been walking abroad near way 
rou 
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brought him home word, that Queen Statira was to take the air after dinner , alons 
the river ſide, which as you know, runs cloſe by that Town. This newes made a ſud- 
den alceration at his heart, and after he had muſed a long while in an uncertainty, he 
commanded three horſes to be made ready, and having dined remperately , he got on 
horleback , taking Toxars and me to wait upon him z Our lodging was near one of 
the City Gates , ſo that without being ſeen of many, we got out into the felds; and 
taking the way that led us toward the River , we arrived in che place whither the 
Queen was to come, but my Maſters impatiency having made him come abroad too 
ſoon, we ſtaid a long while looking for her coming, and my Prince alighting under 
-cerrain trees , oy our horſes to Toxaris, made me lie down by him upon the 

the time we werein this expectation , he broke forth into the moſt 
paſſionate expre 10ns,that human thoughts are able to imagin. 

In the end we ſaw the Chariots appear, and my Prince ſtanding up, waited with an 
inward ſhivering for the approach of her he adored : we were at a little diſtance from 
che place where che Chariots paſſed, but near enough to to diſcern Sratira, and to ob- 
ſerve that the King was with her, This ſight made my Maſter tremble every joynr, 
and put him again in thoſe diſturbing conflicts that had kept him all night awake, he 
changed colour many times, and ſecing him in ſuch a caſe as I had never ſeen him in 
till chen, I apprehended the effe&s of ſome ſuddain and violent reſolution. Afrer he 
had continued a good while in theſe trances, he began to be a little ſettled, when the 
Chariots made a ſtand right againſt the place where we were; eleager mounted up- 
on a wonderfull handſom hor, was talking with the King who fate on one (ide of the 
Chariot : ' After ſome diſcourſe which we could not hear, Meleager alighted, and the 
= leaping out of the Chariot , went to that gallant hotſe to ger upon him ; the 
horſe was extream ftery and unruly, and though two or three men held him, the King 
had very much adoe to throw himſelf. into the Saddle ; but afſoon as he made him 
feel the ſpur, he fell a plunging and running fo furiouſly, that the Kings ſtrength and 
$kill, were both uſeleſſe to govern him, he no longer obey'd the hand nor heel , and 
having made 100 bounds, withour giving the King leaſure to caſt himſelf off, nor thoſe 
that were round about to ſtop him, he took a full carrier toward the River, the bank 
whereof was ſomething high, and lang himſelf headlong into the Current. But Sir, 
you perhaps-were preſent at this do , and without queſtion you know part of 
thoſe things that paſſed there; Lyſimachme preſently making anſwer, I wasat that 
time (ſaid he) in a condition which would not ſuffer metro be there;and though I have 
heard-part of it, I beſcech you interrupt not your diſcourſe , ſince I am hitherto ig- 
norant , whatſhare your Prince may have in that buſineſſe. The horſe (continued 
Araxe:)baving thus precipitated himſelf into that deep and rapid ſtream, weat to the 
bottom with his burthen, and-within a while came up _ without it. This miſchance 
did infinitely ſarpriſe the whole company, and with affrighted cries looking what was 
become of the King, they ſaw him a lirrle lower, ſtrugling with the waves, which ſom- 
times toſfing him-up, and ſometimes ſwallowing him again, made moſt of thoſe that 
were preſent diſpair of his ſafety 5 you know he could never ſwim , and that he was 
wont often to complain of the careleſsnefle of thoſe that had had the government of 
him, becauſe they had not made him to be taught in his yourh; many leapt itito the ri- 
verto fave him, but it was ſo impetuous, and the banks of it ſo ſteep, that *twas im- 
poſſible for them to help him ,- and two or three being drowned, took off the edg of 
all them thar had yer any deſire to hazard theif own life for that of their Prince. My 
Maſter and 1 were alſo run to the river ſide, a little below the reſt of the company,and 
being likewiſe wirneſſes of the Kings manifeſt danger, we were aſſaulted with yery dif- 
ferentthoughts :- I am aſhamed Sir to confeſs my own unworthineſs ; though the 
peril in which 1Gw this great Pfince, ſtruck me with ſome trouble and compaſſion 
awell asthe reſt; :yetmy Maſters iprereſt it th&lofs of a life, which was incompati- 
ble with his, gave me ſome rouch'of joy, and trade me hope this accident would put 
anend to his misfortunes : butwhile I was-rejoycing at his ineſs, 'T faw him 

plunge himſelf into the water,with a marvellous ſaddenneſs, dividing the waves with 
foamch force, that in a moment he ſwam unta the King, who deprived of ſence, made 
| ng 
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no longer any reſiſtance againſt the violence ot the ſtream that carried him away : M 
Prince catch'd him by the hair, and ſwimming with one hand, drew him to the ſhore, 
with a wonderfull ſtrength, and with ſuch ditficulty that any other man but he, would 
infallibly have periſhed inthe attempt : I had thrown my ſelf into the river after him, 
and knowing his generous intention, ſeconded him as well as poſſibly I could. Aſſo 
as we were gotten to the bank, my Maſter lifting up the King by the feet , made hin 
caſt up a great deal of the water he had ſwallowed , and recover his fences, but with 
ſo litel underſtanding, that he could not diſcern any thing that was done in his 
ſence : Not being ſatisfied with this ation, he rook him 1n his arms, and forgertj 
the caution he formerly had of diſcovering bimſelf , he carried him through the 
company to the Queen his wife, who more dead then alive at this accident, did hy 
her tears expreſs her true affetion to her husband. 

My Prince laying him gently down before her, Madam, (ſaid he) receive yet on 
ſervice more from him, of whom you no longer expetted any, and by the natare of thu, 
acknowledge what you owed to all thoſe others I have done you. The Princeſs wash 
troubled at the firſt accident, that we could not judge by her countenance, whither 
the amazement we obſery'd in it, proceeded from her knowledge of my Maſter, 
from her former fright, neither indeed had we the leiſure to learn, for —_ upit- 
ſtantly, he went with all poſſible haſt through the company that ſtood round aban, 
and running to our horſes, he vaulted readily upon his , and inviting me by hise 
ample to do the like, we clapt ſpurs to them, and riding away full ſpeed, loſt fight 
of the company in a moment. X 

_ ſtoprt eHraxes in this part of his ſtory, crying out, Good Gods i 
it poſſible that our Age ſhould have produced ſo vertuous a perſon > And wet 
your Prince then, to whom Alexander was indebted forhis life? Was he the mat 
who vaniſt'd from every bodies eyes like lightning, he,wbo was thought to have bea 
miraculouſly ſent from heaven for his preſervation, and he to whom the King, and 
the whole Court afterward offered ſacrifices as to a God ? Did Oroondares, to whon 
the Kings death was of fo great conſequence, and-{d neceſſary, and he who but a me 
ment before had had ſuch excuſable deſigns againſt his life, hazard his own ſo vibbh 
for its conſervation 2 Certainly this generofity has no example, and of all the ſoub 
|-thatever were created, none bur only his could be capable of it. While Perdices, 
AMeleager, Leonatus, and many others who were preſent, ſuffered him to periſh with 
out relief, he receiv'd his life from him, to whom it gave a death, and whoſe own could 
not be ſaved but by his deſtruction. Lyſimachns __ his peace after theſe words 
eAraxes took up the thread of his Diſcourſe again, and thus went-on with it. 

We gallop'd away ſo ſwiftly, that in lefle then half an howre, we were gotteg/ 
bove threeſcore Furlongs from Alexander , and thoſe that accompanied him. Ye 
could we not ride without much trouble, the coldneſs of the water in a ſeaſon thi 
was. not very hot, had half benummed us, and our Cloaths yer full of it, were 
craordinary heavy: True it is, that they disburthen'd themſelves of a good partdf 
it by the way, and we marked our track ſufficiently, to diſcover. whither we were 

one, if any body had had a minde to follow us, but they vvere all ſo concern'din 
the Kings condition, that I believe their care of. him took them up wholly: for the pre 
ſent; we ſtruck out of the way, and rode croſle the Fields, and within an how 
diſcovering certain Cottages, far from the great Rode, my Prince thought good we 
ſhould $0 thither to dry our ſelves, and paſle the reſt of the day; ' When we fit 
alighted, the Maſter of the houſe at my intreaty, made us a great fire,- and fitting# 
couple of ſuch beds as his poverty allowed bim, we went. into them, leaving thecaf 
of our horſes and of drying our cloaths unto Toxaris. While wee ſtaid there, 1 
could not retain my thoughts, nor forbear extolling my Princes generoſity t0: 
face, expreſſing how much I had been troubled, to fee him ſc char' happt 
himſelf, .which che Gods had viſibly ſent him, But: his madelly.Geſ cut off it 
courſe of thoſe praiſes I was running on withall, and then the greatneſſe of his cor 
rage quite ſtopt my mouth. i] it 35h vole 
eAraxes, (aid he to me) Jer ws nos pretend by. baſe ways, to that Which # mo. 
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zo (uch as are capable of baſe inclinations z if the Gods Will not by other means reſtore 
what they have taken from me, let reſolve rather to bear the boſe then recover it with 
ſomnch fhame, and meanneſs of ſpirit: Alexander has no fortune, but what he has 
very Well deſers/d, and if the Gods who have deſtined to him the Empire of the whole 
Earth, have not extmpred from it what I pretended to, let us not oppoſe their Wils , or 
at leaſt let us oppoſe them With more glory, and by the ſame ways, Which gain'd him that 
we would difp mre for. 

* Bur, Sir, (replyed I) though you ſhould not have obſerv'd in what manner Hea- 
©yen laboured ſo viſibly ro your advantage, what ſhame had you received by ſuffe- 
' ring what Meleager, Perdiccas, and divers others ſuffered without caſting them- 
«ſelves into the danger, whereinto you precipitated your ſelf ; and what cauſ would 
© Alexander have had to complain, if his mortal enemy had not given him that ſuc- 
©cour, which he found not among his chiefeſt friends? 

1 ſhould have been extreamly aſhamed, (anſwered Oroondates) if by my fault, I had 
let periſh the greateſt of all men living by whom 1 am injured only through my own __ 
tune, and by whom I have been obliged only through hs generoſity ; beſides, one contd not 
without infamy have avoided the danger there was in helping him, nor without inhuma- 


| nity could 1 have refuſed my Princeſſes tears the ſafety of a husband whom ſhe loves, 


and whom ſhe ought to love. Though Alexander had had no canſe to complain of me, [ 

ſhomld have had a great deal to complain of my ſelf, and being my own ſatisfattion ts dea- 

rer to me then his, the reproach I might have us d unto my ſelf ( for having fail'd to doe 

a noble attien, either through fear of danger, or conſideration of intereſt) would have been 

much more ſenſible to me, then that 1 conld have receiv'd from him , of whom I neither 
retewd to thanks, xor recompences. 

With this and other ſuch Diſcourſe, we ſpent the time till our Cloaths were dry, 
and when the night was near, we got our ſelves ready, and taking horſe again nor 
long after Sun-ſet, we made our Hoſt bring us into the great High-way, and as it 
grew late rode ſtraight to S«ſa, where we arriv'd within little more then an howre. 
The Gates of the Town did not uſe to be ſhut, and in ſpite of the darkneſs we found 
our. lodging where we alighted. Afſoon as my Prince was in his Chamber, the im- 
patience of ſeeing his Princeſs, fet him upon the rack more then ever, and being re- 
ſoly'd to execute what he had forethought, he call'd 7yrews ro make uſe of him in 
that occaſion. His ſo long abode with Darius had gotten him a great number of 
friends, who at thattime held the ſame place near Alexander, which they had enjoy- 
ed during the life of the deceaſed King; He was moſt aſſured of Prince Oxiartes bis 
friendſhip, that of eArrabaſus was not unknown to him , neither did he doubt of 
Mazews, Oxidates, Bagoas, and many others, ro whom he believ'd he might with 
lafery commit his perſon, and the ſecrecy of his affairs. Among the Ladies alſo hee 
knew divers, to whom he would have made no difficulty to truſt himſelf: the Prin- 
ceſs Pariſatzs, and even Queen Sy/igambzs, had expreſſed too much affetion to leave 
him any ſuſpition of their good wils. Apamia and Ar/ince then wives to Ptolonens 
and Ewmenes, the daughters of King Occhus, and the daughters of Mentor , had 
appeared too affectionate to his intereſts,to make him fear any alteration in them. But 
amongſt all theſe, he thought the fair and vertuous Barſina was ſhe in whom hee 
might have the greateſt confidence, and from whom he might hope for the beſt aſ. 
ſiſtance, and when he call'd to minde the modeſt friendſhip , whereof ſhe had gi- 
ven him ſo many proofs, and the report 7 yrews had made him of her perſeverance in 
taking his part in the deepeſt of his diſgrace, he judg'd he ought not to diſcover him- 
ſelf ro any other, and that he ought to give over the care of the remainder of his 
life to her alone. 

Having taken this reſolution, he would not defer the executing of it, and for 
that purpoſe going out of our/lodging, accompanied only by 7yrews, and my ſelf, 
he went unto Barſina's, being guided by Tyrexs, who knew the ſtreets and turnings 
of Suſa very perfe&tly, and who had been often ſent by the Queen his Miſtreſs unto 


| her houſe. Tyrews having made himſelf known to the Porter brought us in, and b 


the heſp of the Candles that were upon the ſtairs, conducted us into a privat Hall, 
X Zarſina 
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Barſina having ſupp'd, was retired into her Chamber, where by good fortune ſhe was 
at that time without other company fave one of her waiting women ; Tyres who 
knew thehouſe, and was known by every body in it, went up to her without diff- 
culty ; but no ſooner did Barſi»a fee him, when ſurpriſed at his arrival, ſhe ran tg 
him to enquire after the ſuccels of his Voiage. After ſhe had welcomed him, and re. 
ceived him very civilly, O Tyrexs, (faid ſhe, ſpeaking reaſonable ſoftly) what new; 
doe you bring us ? *Nonebad, Madam, (anſwered he) but I have left two men be. 
© low in the Hall, who will tell you more certainly what I bring you, if pleaſety 
* admit them to ſpeak to you in privat. 

Barſina without informing her ſelf any farther, either of their names or condition, 
entred into her Cloſet, and once again bidding 7 yrews welcome, ſhe prayed him ty 
fetch thoſe perſons from vvhom ſhe expected very pleaſing news. Tyres came back 
ro us, and telling my Prince how Barſina had receiv'd him, led us through a Gallery 
to a door that went ihto her Cloſer. It was preſently open'd to us, and my Prince 
finding Barſina there alone, judg'd by her impatiency of the truth of her friendy 
affetion. Aſſoonas ever we appear'd, ſhe aroſe from her ſeat, and came toward us 
with much civility, but ſcarce had ſhe caſt her eyes upon my Maſters face, whenin 
ſpite of the change which ſome years had made in it , ſhe knew him by the light of 


; many tapors which made the place as bright as day : At firſt ſhe was amazed , and 


— 


by her ſilence teſtihed the confuſion ſhe was ip, but within a whule after, recovering 
her aſtoniſhment, ſhe could not forbear caſting her arm about my Princes neck, and 
embracing him with ſuch kindneſs as diſcovered the freedome of her friendſhip to hin 
more then ever: Good Gods, Sir, (ſaid ſhe) isir you, and are we yer indebted t 
your love, for a happineſſe we never expetted again, and which We had no reaſon in the 
world ro hope for * Has not then the ingratitnde you have found among ſt us, and theli; 
of what you had ſo gloriouſly acquired, kept you from coming again into a Country, when 
you have ſuffered ſo much, and where you have gained ſo little ? Doe you come, ( c0l- 
cinued ſhe with tears, which grief and joy ſhared equally between them) do you com 
to ſee her in the arms of another, whom ſo many ſervices, and ſo many gallant attions in 
favour both of her, and of us all made ſo lawfully yours, and Whom your common mufar 
tune rather then the famlt of either of you, has unjuſtly robb"d you of ? 

This thought rouch'd them both 1o ſenſibly,that it was impoſſible for Barſina toy 
more, and for my Prince to anſwer her otherwiſe, then by a ſtream of tears, which he 
pour'd forth out of intereſt,to ſecond thoſe which ſhe ſhed out of charity;but whenhke 
was a little ſettled , and that having return'd her kindneſſes in (ilence, he was ſet dom 
by her, he look'd upon her a while with an eye able to make her die with pity , and 
then taking her hands, which he preſs'd with tranſports of grief, and tendernth, 
* Madam,( faid he) bebold this caſtaway of Heavens anger is return'd , this miſerable 
* baniſh'd man,or rather this faithlefs, this unworthy man, whom you have oftentins 
* condemned your ſelf unto the torments he has felt ; behold him more ardent, an 
* more paſſionat then ever,and as if his paſſion receiv'd increaſe from his misfortuns 
* as they grew up,and reach'd to the greateſt height they could attain to, ſo Faſt like 
* wiſe did it re-double, and mount unto the higheſt pitch ro which there was a poſſ> 
© bility forit to riſe. I return, Madam, but] return to die in your preſence,or tore 
*ceive that aſſiſtance from your goodneſs,which you have been always pleas'd to afford 
* me; you: helped me charitably in my proſperity, and forſook me not in my adv 
* fity,- you alſoare the only perſon to whom | now have recourſe, and from whoml! 
* come to beg ſome relief, and ſome conſolation in the ſmall remnant of my lik; 
* do not refuſe, ſweet Madam, to take this unfortunate man under your prote&ion, 
* and to doe ſomething for the conſervation of a life, which he no longer hopes for 
* but/from you. .I require from your friendſhip, no proofs that may be prejudicil 
* either to yout vertue, or to what you owe to eAlexanders perſon, or condition: 
© the inclinations I have, and have ever had to you, are full of too much reſpett, 
* and thoſe I have had unto the Queen are too noble, and too pure, to change thei 
* nature now; I have not with my. hopes, loſt my remembrance of what is due © 
* her, and to yourſelf, and all the favour I look for from you, and which I beg of 
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*you, by that pity which your tears expreſs to me, is nothing but to ſee; and to dif- 
© courſe with my Princeſs, which you may eaſily procure me without danger to her,or 
*ro your ſelf. 1f I may bur yet tell her upon my knees, that I am, and have been al- 
© ways conſtant, and that I was never faithleſſe, 1 ſhall then die ſatisfied, and no lon- 
' ver envy eAlexanders happineſs, but confeſs my ſelf obliged to you alone, for ſo for- 
©runate a concluſion of my life. 

My Prince brouglit forth theſe words , and ſome others which he accompanied 
with ſo many ſighs, that Bar/iza's heart being touch'd with grief aud compaſſion, ſhe 
was not able to anſwer him, and when ſhe had a little recovered her countenance,and 
wiped away the tears, that had bathed both her cheeks and neck, ſhe replyed with a 

reat deal of trouble, * Sir, the Gods are my witneſles, that 1 was not much more 
(deeply griev'd for the loſs of my dear Memmnon, then I am for your afflitions, and 
*rhat crow which brought me ſo near my grave, had bur little advantage over that 
©] ſuffer for your misfortunes; Yes, Sir, 1 proteſt to you, by the memory of that 
* dear Husband;I would willingly reſtore you part of your contentment, with part 
© of my life, and ſhould beſo far from conſidering eAlexanders intereſts, that 1 would 
* not at all conſider mine own , to ſettle you again in that happineſs, which was ſo 
© lawfully your due, and which you fo unjuſtly, atd unfortunatly loſt, 1 am too 
* much concern'd in your affairs, to have laid aſide the remembrance of them , and 
* your vertue has too powerfully won me, to leave you any belief, that I can rece ve 
* the occaſions of ferving you , otherwiſe then as my greateſt bleſſings. Make not 
* uſetherefore of any farther conjuration, to oblige me to do for you, all that fo yet- 
© tuous a Prince can ever deſire; i will labour for your ſatisfaction with much ea- 
* serneſs and fidelity, and perhaps with more ſucceſs then you expeRcd, require the 
* reſt from your own courage, let it ſupply my weakneſs, and the Queens want of 
*power, and finde in it a love wherewithal to fatisfie a noble and generous ſoul like 
*yours; perchance the Gods will make ſome alteration in your fortune ; this day 
* wanted but little of being; the happyeſt you ever ſaw, and he who is now the obſta- 
*cle of your joys, is commonly expoſed to ſo many dangers, that it 1s not likely that 
* hindrance can continue long, This ſight you deſire of me , ſhall not be hard ro 
* be obtained ; I have that good fortune, that the Queen in all the accidents of her 
*life has honoured me with her firſt affeftions, and I yet have hopes that the endea- 
*vors I ſhall uſe in it, will not be unpleaſing to her. 

My Prince not being adle to ſuffer her to ſay more, caft himſelf down upon her, 
and embracing her knees with raptures full of affetion, ſaid all that his acknowledg- 
ment of ſo great an obligation would put into his mouth, and made proteſtations to 
her, which might have been thought due only to Starira. Barſina having rais'd him 
upwith much reſpe& and ſhame, to ſee a perſon of ſo high quality in that poſture,re- 
newed her promiſes to him,and having given him encouragement to hope much from 
her aſſiſtance, and made him abate ſomething of the violence of his grief, ſhe began 
to enquire after the paſſages of his life, for choſe years he had ſpent fince he went 
from Perſia. 

My Prince was willing to content her, and to that end, related ſuccin&ly all that 
had befallen him in Scythia, and the moſt important particulars ſhe was ignorant of; 
but when at the concluſion ſhe learn'd that it was he who had ſav'd «Alexander that 
afternoon, ſhe vvas ſo ſeiz'd vvith adiniration, that ſhe could not forbear expreſſing 
it,by exclamations full of vvonder and amazememt, OGods ! Sir, (cryed ſhe) have 
Jon then taken ſo painful a Veiageby Sea and Land, to give that enemy his life , Who 
gives you your death, and did you ſo viſibly expoſe your oWn, to preſerve one that 1s ſo fa- 
tal to you? O miracle of vertue and generoſity | there Was no other attion remain- 
ing but this alone, to crown all thoſe gallant ones you had done before; if you had come 
to Suſa but one day later then you did, or that you had been but a little leſſe generous then 
Jeu are, you Would noW perchance have been the happieſt of all men living ; but great 
Prince, hope from ſo many marvellous events , for an advantageous ſucceſſe unto yotr 
ſelf; you have merited Statira by ſo many rights, that its impoſſible but ſhe muſt be one 
day yours, and the Gods were very unjuſt, if ſo great a vertue ſhould not in the - Cn 
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ſtrain fortune to yeild it the viftory, After theſe,and ſome other ſayings, which her 
aſtoniſhment produced,ſhe in exchange of his recital, gave him ſome account of the 
life, which the Queen and ſhe had led during his abſence, ſhe inlarged her ſelf a little, 
upon ſuch matters as he had not learn'd from 7yrc,and ended with thoſe that hap- 
pen'd fince that Eunuchs departure, | 
My Prince informed himſelf curiouſly how ſhe ſtood affeRted to him at that preſent, 
and heard that her inclinations to him were little different from thoſe ſhe had exprel. 
ſed in her Letter; and that knowing herſelf obliged co love her husband, ſhe endea. 
voured by all manner of ways,to bury the remembrance of my Prince ; not that ſhe 
has any hope (added Barſina) to effec it, but her vertue is ſo perfe@, and the proofs 
ſhe receives of the Kings affection are ſo great, that ſhe makes incredible attempts, tg 
root thoſe thoughts out of her heart, which are hardly conſiſtent with the love to 
which ſhe believes her ſelf ingaged ; but how ſtrong ſoever her reſolution to that 
purpoſe is, we ſcarce can paſs one day without ſpeaking of you, and no ſooner hasthy 
mention awaken'd you in her memory, but her ſoul is ſo afflicted, that the perpleniy 
Iſee her in at thoſe times, has made me often reſolve to avoid all occaſions of that di 
courſe. eAnd for Roxana, (ſaid my Prince ) how ts ſhe employed now ? * In bewailing 
© her ſelf (anſwered Barſina) for the little affeQtion the _ expreſſes to her, having 
* siven himſelf ſo wholly to the merits of Srarira,that he ſeldom ſo much as beſtowe 
©a viſit onthat other Queen ; ſhe is fallen into ſuch a jealouſie, and vexation at it 
*that ſhe is not to be comforted, and they were ſaying to day at my Fathers, that not 
© being able to endure the Kings viſible negleR of her, and his extraordinary fondnef 
© of Statira, ſhe is reſolv'd to go away within a few days, to paſs over her ill humorat 
* Babylon ; the loſs of her company vvill be but little lamented by any of us , and wee 
* have all conceiv'd ſuch an eden againſt her, that vve vvait impatiently for the 
© hower of her departure. 
Ah the wicked creature ) cryed my Prince,and making a ſtop at thoſe vvords , 
ear tothe reſt of the news Barſina vvas telling him. it vvas grown very late vyhi 
they entertain'd one another on this faſhion; and Oroondares not to incommode Buy 
fina any longer, vvould have retired unto his Lodging ; but ſhe vvould nor ſuffer hin 
to £0 from her houſe, and commanding that ſome Chambers a little out of the way, 
ſhould be made ready for Tyrexs and thoſe that vvere vvith him, ſhee caus'd us to 
conduRed to them, not accompanying my Prince her ſelf, for fear thoſe honors ſhoull 
diſcover ſomething of his quality. She bad him not good night, till ſhe had prom- 
ſed him, that he ſhould ſee the Queen the next day, and making us paſs for 7m 
his friends or ſervants, took away all the ſuſpition her people might have had of m 
Maſter. Ask me not how he palſs'd the reſt of that night, in the expeRation of un 
happineſs he had been incouraged to hope for ; the day appear'd before he could clok 
his eyes, and ſcarce could the length of his former watchings cauſe him to take a littk 
reſt in the morning: It was reaſonable late vvhen he avvaked, and vvas not yet got 
. tenup, vvhen Barſina ſent to know if Tyreus vvere ready ; vvee knew very vvelli 
vvas my Prince vvhom ſhe inquired after, and Tyres vvent into her Chamber to gie 
her the good morrow from him, vyhere he told her how he had paſs'd the night: Af 
ſoon as ſhe vvas dreſs'd, and that ſhe knew my Maſter vvas fo too, ſhe came into hs 
Chamber, beingatrended only by a Waiting vvoman, vvhoſe fidelity vyas vvell know 


to her, and vvith vvhom I had formerly made a friendſhip. When ſtie had bidder: 


him good morrow,and us'd him vvith all the modeſt kindneſs ſhe could invent, ſhe let 
him through a Gallery,into the Cloſer, vyhere they had converſed the night before, 
and after ſome Diſcourſ vvhoſe length hinders me from repeating ir, ſhe commandel 
the Table ſhould beſerv'd in her Cloſer, vvhere ſhe dined vvith my Maſter, not admit 
ting any body but that vvoman,and ſome ſervants vvho could not know us ; yet how- 
ſoever ſhe before them gavethe chief honors to 7yrexs, to keep Oroondates : more 


from being diſcovered. Aſſoon as vye had dined, and that ſhe beliey'd the Queen ## 
riſen from the Table, ſhe gave order to have her Chariot made ready to go to 

Palace, but before that vvas done, they brought her vvord that Queeu Starira , Wi 
coming to viſit her as ſhe often did, and that ſhe yyas already at the Gate: So unes 
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ed a good fortune, made my Prince's heart leap for joy, and tremble with ap” 
henſion : It is hard for me to expreſs his inward motions to you , bur it is true, 
that he was ſo beſides himſelf, that in his whole life time I had never ſeen him in ſuch 
a condition ; In the mean time Barſiza having given him charge to ſtay in the Clo- 
ſet, ſhut the door, and randown to meet the Queen,ſhe found her at the bottom of 
the ſtairs, and having receiv'd her as ſhe vvas wont to do, ſhe help'd her by the arm in 
her coming up, and waited upon her into her Chamber. The Queen who made that 
viſit, todiſcourſe with her in privat, bad all thoſe that came with her, to ſtay in the 
out-Chamber, and taking only Cleone in with her, commanded her to ſhut the door; 


that of the Cloſet was a little open, and my Prince coming gently to it,ſaw her enter, 


butſo charming, and ſoraviſhingly beautiful, that he was like to loſe his ſenſes in the 


extaſie, which he was ſtruck into by the ſight of her. Good Gods ! how will it bee 
poſſible for me to repreſent this incounter to you ; and to make you comprehend the 
agitations of, his minde, and the tranſports unto which his ſoul was elevated ; he at 
firſt became as cold as marble, but afterwards that Ice giving place to the fire which 
was more eſſential to him, he appear*d more ardent and inflamed then ever, yet not 
without quaking and trembling in ſuch manner, that he had ſcarce ſtrength enough 
to ſtand upon his legs. 

In this interim the Queen was ſet down, and making Barſina fit by her, her face 
changed colour divers times, and in all her ations ſhe ſeem'd fo troubled, and pre- 
pofſeſs'd either vvith ſome new thought, or ſome new accident, that it was a long time 
before ſhe was able to ſpeak ; after ſhe had continued a while in this perplexity,which 
put Barſina into ſome diſquiet, Dear Barſina, (ſaid ſhe at laſt) / am the moſt con- 
founded of any woman living,and* tu the confuſion I am in, which makes me run to you, as 
ro her in whom of all the world I finde the greateſt conſolation ;'the accident that has happe- 
wed to me, will without doubr ſurpriſe you, and1 aſſure my ſelf that you Will partake in 
my joy, or in my grief, or in them both together. 

She made a ſtop at theſe words, and ſeeing that Barna hearken'd to her atten- 

tively, and by the alterations of her countenance witnefſed how deep an intereſt ſhee 
took in all things that concern'd her fortune,fhe' went on thus : Know that the ſame 
accident, which had like yeſterday to have made me loſe my husband, made me recover O. 
roondates, bxt 7 only recovered him to loſe him again ; and the ſame moment that pre- 
ſented him to my fight,robb*d me alſo of him for ever ; I ſaw him With theſe eyes, him that 
« in the World for nothing elſe but the ſafety of all that have relation to me, and the ſorrovs 
I was in at that time, hindred me not from knowing the air of hs face, from diſcerning the 
tone of his voice, nor from underſtanding the ſenſe of his Words. *T vas in his arms 1 
ſaw my hushand cold, and in a trance, and *twas from him that I received him,as a preſent 
be made me of a good which I had loſt. *T was he himſelf, (my dear Batſina) or if *rwere 
mor bus body, ( 45 the ſuddenneſſe Wherewith he vaniſhed from our fight makes me to fear ) 
"Was at leaſt the Ghoſt of him Who having been crtated only for me and mine, came ont-of 
the Elizian Fields juſt at ſo fatal a minnte,to preſerve all that T had yet left to lofe ; my 
tears dreW him thither Without doubr, and ſtifling in him the conſideration of his own inte- 
reſts, moved him to the conſervation of that ay.) Which rained him. «Alas ! (continu- 
ed ſhe, breaking forth into tears , and letting her head fink gently upon Barſna's 
ſhoulder) Alas; dear Oroondates ! and too dear for my quier, and too dear for my duty; 
Whether it be that thow ſtill loveſt me alive, or that thy ſoul deveſted of its body, Lk fill 
preſerve its firſt inclinations to me ; Why doeſt thou return now, both to diſturb my quiet, 
and to aſſail my duty ? If my quiet was dear to thee, my duty alſo ought to be conſiderable; 
wor canſt thou trouble the one, without arming thy ſelf againſt the other, with thoſeſame 
arms, againſt which I never could defend my ſelf. 

| Her ſobs interrupted the progrefs of theſe words, and Barſina taking her in' her 

arms,and mixing her tears with hers, © Madam, (ſaid ſhe) comfort your felf, ſince 
You haveno new cauſe of aMfiition, and that if your ſoul be yet capable of any joy, 
;Jou have leſſe matter of grief then conſolation. Oroondares is living without queſti- 
,9", andyou have really receiy'd a ſervice from him, which a ſpirit without a body 
could not poſſibly render you. | 
Ah) 
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Ah! dear Barſina, (replied the Queen, with a deep ſigh drawn from the bottom 
of her heart) if he be dead,it 1s impoſſible I ſhould live; but if hebe alive and neer w, 
what do you think, nill become of me? how ſhall I receive him Whom 1 have u#d ſo ill 
and how ſhall I uſe my ſelf if 1 receive him otherwiſe then as being the wife of Alexander 
Shall 1 baniſh him once again, him to Whom I am engaged, by ſo much affettion, by |, 
many Oaths, and ty ſo Fl C_—_ ; and if I cannot baniſh him, how ſhall 1 ſe 
him ? how ſhall I ſuffer him, whom 1 can neither ſee , nor ſuffer without mortally offen- 
ding my husband , and mortally offending my ſelf ? how ſhall I love him without blame, 
whom 1 neither can nor will hate ; and how ſhall I hate him without blame , Whom 1 nei. 
ther ought, nor can lawfully love ? dobut ſee Barſina, the miſery of my condition, 1 cax- 
zot conſent ro Oroondates his death , nor can 1 conſent to ſee him yer alive ; 1 muſt ther- 
fore die my ſelf ; by that means my grief will be ſatisfied, and my dutie Will remain un. 
blemiſhed ; I ſhall acquit my ſelf to Oroondates , and ro Alexander, of what 1 owe 
both, and ſhall likewiſe pay what I owe to my dutie , and tomy affettion. She woul( 
perchance have ſaid more , if my Prince quite beſides himſelt, and in the condirion 

ou may imagin this diſcourſe had put him, could have had patience longer, and if he 

had not thruſt open the Cloſſet dore , running to her with ſo much ardency and ſud 
denneſs, that he was at her feet , almoſt before ſhe perceived he was in the chamber, 
Judge Sir, in what a caſe that poor Princeſs was at the fight of him, ſhe firſt gave 
oreat ſhreek , and then letting her ſelf fall into the arms of Barſna and Cleoxe, who 
made haſte to hold her up,ſhe remained with fo little ſence or motion, that ſhe ſeem'l 
rather to be dead then alive. Tyrexs and I came in at the ſame time, and were witne{- 
ſes of the moſt moving ſpeRacle we had ever ſeen, and certainly there is no heartin 
the world ſo barbarous, that would not have been touch'd with compaſſion. My pot 
Maſter lay proſtrate before the Queen, and kiſs'd her feet with raptures able to hax 
carried forth his ſoul along with them ; and the Queen looking upon him in that p- 
ſture with a dying eye, had neither aſſurance enough to ſpeak to him , ſtrength & 
nough to raiſe him up, nor as I think, underſtanding enough to know what hedid, 
the whole room was in a profound ſilence, and Zarſina intentive upon their aRion, 
ſeem'd as much aſtoniſh'd as they themſelves, and made no attempt to draw themout 
of the condition they were in. 

My Maſter open'd his mouth to ſpeak three ſeveral times , and as often his "gh 
and ſobs ſtrangled his words e're he could get them out , but in the end, recalling hi 
great courage a little, in that neceſlity he had of it, he ſtrugled ſo with his paſſin 
that he at laſt brought forth theſe words in reply to thoſe laſt his Princeſs had ſpoken 
* Trouble not your ſelf any longer Madam , to think what ſhould become of you, 
© nor to _— what reſolution you ſhould take, for the intereſt of your dutie. al 
* for the eſtabliſhment of your quiet; he who by your own confeſſion, came intothe 
*world for no other end but meer]y to ſerve you, andto pleaſe you , returns nott 
© you now, to trouble a quiet which muſt needs be dear, norto aſſail a dutie whichs 
* conſiderable to you ; neither come-I to reproach you, or to challenge you of you 
* word which you have broken , and which you are nowno longer in a condition to 
* keep, your own heart, and your own conſcience ſpeak enough to you for me, and 
© have nothing to recall into your memory which both of them have not often reptt- 
* ſented to it; Ireturnonly, Madam, to ſee yet once again, the perſon for whomot 
* ly I have lived ; to favethe life of a husband who is dear to you, and who oughtto 
* be ſo for the conſideration of his vertue; and to yeild up a life at your feet, which! 
* have kept only for your ſake , and which I will keep no longer , ſince you have no 
* drawn from itall the ſervice it is able to do you, ſince it is prejudicial to your quit, 
* and to your dutie, and finceit is not pleaſingenough , to give me any deſire to pi 
*long it, Behold thereaſons, Madam, that wor fo me hither, but how ſpecious\& 
* ever they may ſeem, they ſhould not have recall'd me from that baniſhment to which 
* you had condemn'd me, if you had not revok'd it your ſelf, andif I had not learn'l 
* that mine innocence was not unknown to you , and thatI was faulty in nothinge 
* but in havingrais'd my thoughts to a happineſs, which eAlexander alone c 


* lawfully aſpireto; the Gods have granted him a fortune', which was due to = 
* but 
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* but him, and have given you him for a husband, who of all men living is leaſt unwor- 
{thy to poſſeſs you; let him live without any fear of loſing, what cannot worthily be 
{but his ; and do you live without any remembrance of the oaths which you have vi- 
« olated , 1 quickly will deliver him from the apprehenſion of a rival as fearelſs as 
* himſelf , and you from a remorſe that may trouble the calm of thoſe delights you 
* ought to enjoy. 

The poor Prince would have ſaid more, but the Queen , who during his diſcourſe 
had rais'd herſelf a little out of the aſtoniſhment in which ſhe ſeem'd to have been bu- 
ried, hearken'd to his words with conflias, which it were impoſſible to repreſent, and 
look'd upon him with eyes, which though drowned themſelves, made him live and die | 
athouſand times in a moment : then it was that love and dutie renewed their diſpute 
afreſh, and that both of them diſtraQed the minde of that poor Princeſſe with incre- 
dible vehemence. But in the end though duty got the upper hand, yer was it not able 
to hinder love from giving ſuch expreſſions, as it could not have forbidden without in- 
humanity : and that fair Queen after ſhe had long enough conteſted it, let her ſelf 
fink at laſt upon my Prince, and caſting herarm about his neck, joyn'd her face to his 
with ſuch a tranſported ardency, that both of them were like to have yeilded up their 
ſouls , oneby the ſweetneſs of chat reception , and the other by the violence of that 
ſweetneſſe, The mixture and force of their different paſſions , had put the Queen 
ſo beſides her ſelf , that ſhe appeared inſeparable from my Prince, and ſeem'd to have 
forgotten her ſelf in his arms; and my Maſter who could not die more happily, nor 
more gloriouſly then in hers , beg'd of the Gods either to prolong his bliſs , or ro fi- 
niſh his days in that condition : The Queen in that 'action had not the ſtrength to 
bring forth one word, but the name of Oroondates only, which ſhe repeated twice or 
thrice, with ſo much tenderneſs and affeQtion ; that ſhe expreſſed her meaning there- 
by more eloquently, then ſhe could have done by all the words which the eſtate ſhe 
was in at that preſent could have put into her mouth. In the end ſhe withdrew her 
ſelf from her kindneſſe, and fitting down again upon the bed fide, where ſhe fate be- 
fore, ſhe ſeem'd extreamly out of countenance for an action that had ſo viſibly teſti- 
fied her want of power over her paſſions, and put her hankerchief up to her face, to 
m_ the bluſhes which diedir , and to wipe away the tears which ran down her 
cheeks, | 

When ſhe had a little recovered her ſelf, ſhe looked awhile upon my Prince with 
aneye, which dying as it was, commanded him to live, and then with much adoe for- 
ced out theſe words , though they were ſo interrupted with her ſighs that they were 
bardly to be underſtood. what teſtimonies ſoever you have newly received of the af- 
fettion I ſtill bear you, I know not (Prince Oroodates) which way 1 can carry my ſelf 
toward you now ; If 1 conſider my preſent condition, and what 1 owe to my lawfull huſ- 
band, and to mine own hononr , IT can neither ſpeak, to you, hear you, nor ſee you; but if 1 
remember what ts paſt, and recall him into my memory Who was my dear Orontes , who 
was my life, who was my all, tus not by fþcaking to you, by hearing you, or ſeeing you, no 
nor by giving you my heart, my ſoul, and the little life I have yet remaining, that 1 can ſa- 

tisfie the leaſt part of my obligations to you : What will you therefore have me do, and tv 
what do you deftine this unhappy creature,Who had deſtined her ſelf to you alone, and who 
had never been but yours, if the Gods and her 8Wn misfortune rather then yours, had not 
diſpoſed of her to another ? - I know all you can ſay againſt me, and all I canalledg for my 
J#ſtification, but you are too generous to confound a wretched woman with your reproaches, 
and I am both too guilty, and too much obliged to you, to goabont to clear my ſelf of a fant: 
which I cannot repair, and for which 1 ſuffer at leaſt as much as you. It us true moſt no- 
ble, and moſt faithfull Oroondats, I ought to have been yours by all manner of rights, and 
by all manner of reaſons, and you ought to have been mine by that ardent and pure affefti- 
0n which 1 really bore you; but you le the heavens had otherwiſe ordain'd, and the Favut> 
of our love, has not been able to defend ns from the anger of the Gods, nor from the malice 
of our enemies. Now my dear Oroondates,(1 ſay my dear Oroondates, ſince in ſpite of all 
the reaſons that can forbid me, you are ſtill, and to my grave ſhall always be dear to me) 
ſince by that cruel decree which has ſeparated ws for ever, 1am able now to do nothing for 
you, 
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you, What do you require of me? you know my want of power, my reputation 1 ans ſun 
1s dear to you, and that vertue which made you yeſterday run into the jawes of death, to ye. 
ſexe him from thence, who has ſent you thither , puts me in ſafety fron all thoſe thought; 
that might offend it. By What means then can 1 preſerve unto my Lord , that which cay 
be no bodies but his, and ſatusfie part of thoſe deep ingagements you have laid upon me? 0 
Gods (continued ſhe, lifting up her hands and eyes to heaven) Gods who have powret 
down all your cruelties upon the Reyal houſe of Perſia, Why did you not bury me in the rg. 
ins of it, and why aim'd you not all thoſe darts of vengeance at me alone,which were the dj. 
ſiruftion of poor Darius, and Which rob'd us of our dear Artaxerxes ? 

Her tears which overflowed moſt violently , would not ſuffer her to go on, and! 

muſt confeſs to you Sir, that Barſina, Cleone, Tyrews, and I, kept her ſuch faithfull 
company in that imployment , that we were incapable of giving her any conſolation, 
My poor Prince who had not ſtirr'd off from his knees , and who ſtill embraced hers 
with raptures of affection which cannot beexpreſſed , nor ſcarce imagined , received 
ſome comfort indeed by finding that her love was not extinguiſhed, but he was ſo ſen- 
ſible of the grief in which he ſaw her overwhelmed, that his own thereby was unſpex- 
kably redoubled, He nevertheleſs drew ſome relief from his great courage,and uſing 
infinite violence upon himſelf to ſertle his paſſion (o far chat he might be able to ſpeak, 
* Ceaſe Madam (ſaid he) ro give me a double death , my grief is | —— enough alone 
* to ſend me to my grave without the help of yours , nor ought you to be longer in 
* pain which way to fatisfie me, ſince the tears you ſhed for this miſerable man, have bu: 
* roo fully requited all he ever did for you; weep no longer fora misfortune, in 
* which your charity only makes you be concern'd, 1alone ought to bewail it, ſinceit 
* belongs to mealone: the Gods could not more equally match the moſt perfet of all 
* women, then with the greateſt of all men, and you ought not to murmur for what 
© they have done againſt me, ſince for you they have done all that in reaſon you could 
; with. Poſleſſe without diſquiet, and without ſadneſs the Empire they have reſtored 
*you , enjoy the tranquility wherein they have re-eſtabliſhed you, and never diſturb 
*1t with he remembrance of this unhappy wretch, whom you have juſtly abandoned, 
© and who will quickly abandon himſelt to the laſt, and moſt aſſured of all remedies. 
Theſe words were ſo ſharp unto the Queen , thatit was impoſſible for her t2 ſuffer 
them longer without interruption, 

Crxel Orgondates (faid ſhe looking ſidewiſe upon him) you honld rather keep yow 
{elf to the juſt ice of your canſe, rhea make your ſelf faulty by rejroaching me With ſo much 
inhumanity : reproach me With your ſervices if you Will, reproach me With the falſeneſe 
of my oaths, and the violation of my faith Which I had given you, and I will confeſſe all 
fs reply; for though 1 be innocent in my intention, 1 am too guilty i the effects, ever 
ro pretend to juſtifie my ſelf; but reproach me no more with a baſeneſſe Which 1 never ws 
capable of, I have ſhun'd Empire roo much, ever to give occaſion to have ir believ'd that | 


found any ſWeetneſſe in it, and the repugnance 1 have ſhewed againſt that I now enjoy, hu 


given cauſe enough to have it thought 1 eſtabliſhed not my happineſſe in that. I am indeed 
more happie then 1 ought to have hoped, in the poſſeſſion, and in the love of a Prince wor 
thy of a better fortune : bur I never found any felicit y us that Wherein you eſtabliſh it fr 
me, and 'tis only the conſideration of my duty that has made me taſte any ſweetneſſe, where 
my inclination made me to feel a bitterneſſe: you are not therefore unfortunate alone, uti 
ther ſhall you run to death alone, if all ſuch as are ſo muſt r#n thither ; 1 do nor love that 
Empire and that tranquility you reproach me With ſo well, but that I'll keep you faithful 
company, and if it be thereby that you defire proofs of my affeftion , that Withour dot 
will be more eaſie ro me , and more lawfully permitted then the leaſt of thoſe I now could 
giveyou. Thoſe you have received too day, though weak, and fruitleſſe, are yet truly tobe 
blamed, and 1 can nolonger without fault, diſpence with my ſelf totaks thoſe libertie! 
which are now forbidden me ; but I have given them for this once , to the memory of 
you have heretofore doxe for me, to the reparation of a crime which I cangot better repair, 
to the pains you have raken in coming to me again after the loſſe of your hopes, to the Nite 
of a husband, whom you ſo generouſly reſtored me, and in ſhore to the remainder of a yaſſt* 
on which 1 Was not Miſtreſſe of. eAll theſe conſiderations render my firſt ſlips excuſs - 
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and you from henceforth Will have ſo much regard of me, as not to deſire to makg her more 
criminal whom you have lov'd ſo perfetity. 

Oroondates knowing the aim of her diſcourſe, ſuffered her not to continue it,and af- 
ter he was riſen up, croſſing his arms upon his breſt, and retiring a ſtep or two, * Yes 
* Madam (ſaid he) you have done too much for me, and you have reaſon to repent 
« theteſtimonies I have received to day of your friendſhip, I have merited them fo lit- 
* tle, thatyou ought to bluſh for having granted them , and this miſerable man who 
*is of ſo {mall value, and has done you ſuch poor ſervices, could not juſtly hope for 
© ſuch favours from the greateſt Queen in the world. 

The Queen drawing a ſigh from the bottom of her heart, reply'd; Tox are too blame 
Oroondatrs, to pat me yet ag ain in minde of the merit of your perſon and ſervices, you 
know that I am ignorant of neither; and 1 have already confeſſed to you, that the gift of 
my heart, of my life, and of my very ſoul, could not acquit me of any part of what [ owe 
you, and ſhall owe you to my grave, how much ſoever 1 ſtrive to ſatisfie youw. Nd Oro- 
ondates 1 am not ignorant of it, nor do I diſavow it, the Gods alſo are my witneſſes, that if 
I were at my own diſpoſing, 1 would give my ſelf entirely to you ; and that if they bad left 
me a thouſand lives, 1 would willinoly loſe them all ro 1equite part of my obligations; but 
what can 1 do more to eſcape ingratitude; and what can you pretend to, or What can you 
hope for from me, beyond that confeſſion and that deſire ? Do you not knoW the ſtrift rules 
of my dutit ? and do you not know that 1 am. ſtill the ſame Statira , in whom you here- 
tofore have lov'd ſome little vertue? | 

My Prince who hearken'd to her attentively, and who while ſhe ſpoke ſeem*d to 
devour her with his eyes, interrupting her of a ſudden ; © Well Madam (faid he with 
an extraordinary tone) © do you live in this ſeverity of your rules, and I will die it rh& 
* ſeverity of my oathes, and of the proteſtations I have made you ; I approve your 
*noble reſolution ; and I approve that entire affe&tion you bear to a husband worthy 
* of you ,; but you alſo muſt approve, that not being able to live without that hope 
* which forbad me to die; I breath out a ſoul at your feet, which ever was, and nevet 
*can be but yours. With theſe words inſtantly drawing out his ſword, and clapping 


. the pummel of itto the floor, he ruſh'd uponthe point with fo furious a ſuddenneſs, 


thatif Barſina who was cloſe by him had nat given the hilrof it a kick, which ſtruck 
the ſword a good way from him, he bad run himſelf through, before we could have 


+ been able ro hinder it. My Prince fell all along upon the boards, but he was ſo aſha- 


med, and ſo affliced to have miſf *d his deſigne, that his grief was not far from execu- 
ting preſently, what Barſina's ſpeedie aſſiſtance had diverted, We ran all ſpeedily to 
him, but he appeared ſo confounded for haviug ſo ill effeted his intention , that he 
durſt ſcarce lift up his eyes upon us that ſtood about him : The Queen exceflively af- 
frigbted, caſt her ſelf upon him, and embracing him with mortal trances, endeavour- , 
ed to drive away his diſpair by the ſweeteſt kindneſſes, and the moſt effeual words 
here affeRtion could furniſh her withall, hat, my dear, my beloved Orontes (ſaid ſhe, 

holding him ſtill in her arms, quite fainting and dejefted) you that were heretofore, and 

who in ſpite of the rigour of my deſtinie, are yet my life, had you a will to give me my death 
by ſo cruel a means ? had you then ſolittle care of my life, and of my reputation, that you 

had a minde to ſacriſice borh unto your ſorrows, without conſidering that for you alone my 

life 1s ſubjeFt to the moſt bitter afition that any ſoul i able to bear ? e Ah) hard hearted 

Oroondates ! if your reſentments require blood, and that you wonld have me die; 4s this 

attion did viſibly teſtifie, content your ſelf with making me ſuffer ore death alone, thru 
the point of that cruel ſword againſt this breaſt I offer you , pierce this heart which once 

was yours, and in which you are ſtill ſo deeply ingraven, that autie can ſcarcely introduce 

him, it obliges me to receive into it ; 1f one of us muſt die, *tis 1 alone, I alone am guilty, 
perjured, faithleſs, and you are ſtill innocent, ſtill firm, ſtill conſtant ; Iam ſte who have 
un orthily betrayed you, and baſely forſaken you , and you are he Who hath too generouſly 

and too faithfully lov/d me. | | 

She ſaid many other words to hit with ſo much vehemence and tendernefle, thar 

a heart of Adamant would doubrtleſſe have been ſoften'd by rhem z My Prince an- 

wered her not but with his eyes, and caſting looks at her in which death was — 

| Y y 
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ly painted, hee made her underſtand ſufficiently, that he was but little capable to rel. 
liſh her arguments nor to take the reſolution ſhe would have given him. The Queen 

| whoapprehended the effets of his deſpaire, and who fear'd he ſtill preſiſted in the de. 

ſigne of dying ; refolv'd not to omit any thing to draw-him from it, beleeving thatin 
ſuch an extreamity, gratitude and pitty Commanded her to ſlacken ſomerhing of that 
ſeverity to which ſhee had tyed her ſelfe. For this effeR, uſing a little violence upon 
her humour,and ſeeing that he opend not his mouth to reply. hat my deare Oronte, 
(ſaid ſhe) world you then have me to beleeve that you no longer love meand that with th 
power 1 had over my ſelfe, I have alſo loft all that you had given ne over you ? cont ty 

Jour ſelfe a little for my ſake and conſeder that you are nor ſo unfortunate, as perchance yu 
have beleeved, I am ſtill Stacira, if you be ſtil{ Oroondates, and ſince in ſpite of allth 
lawes of duty, and of decency you force me to confeſſe it, if you love me ſtill alittle, 1 lon 

you ſtill above my ſelfe ; do you defire any more ? 1 ſubmit my ſelfe to your judgment (m 
deare Orontes)and if you thinke 1 can do any thing more, 1 am ready to obey you ; if yu 
have yet your reaſon about you, this declaration will ſatisfie you without queſtion, amlif 
you yet have any friendſhip to me you will be contented with thoſe proofs I am able to give 

on 07 mine. . 

: Though my Prince knew wel that the ſweetneſs of theſe words, tended only to alter 
his deſign of dying,and that through theſe kindnefles, he perceiv'd the _ abated 
_— of her reſolution, yet did heſeem a little ſettled, and taking her hand which 
heſeal'd with many laſting kiſſes, * Madam, (faid he) I call Heaven to witneſs, tha 
© I have never ſwerved from the vow I made to obey you all my life, and I pray the 

' *Gods to ſend me (if they can) greater evils then thoſe they have already made ne 
* ſuffer, ifro my laſt moment I perſevere not in that reſolution. The deſire you har 
* to ſee me yet endure more, ſhall hinder me from giving that end which I had deft. 
* ned to my miſeries; I will live,ſfince you command me, and moreover I will live the 
* way that you. command me ; if you will but ſuffer me to love you,and fee you,l will 
* ſatisfie my ſelf as well as I can,withthat friendſhip you promiſe me, ror will I ever 
. urge any thing from you, either cotitrary to your humour, or to that duty youop- 
* poſe me with. 

Upon theſe conditions (replyed the Queen) 7le endeavonr to let you ſee, that I will 
not be wngrateful toward you, and notwithſtanding 1 know how great a fault 1 commit, 
and to how great dangers I certainly expoſe my ſelf, le break_through all for him, Whi 
I am more ft I can or ought to be, and Whoſe I wonld have been entirely, if the Godshul 
been pleas d ro ſuffer me. 

I ſhould never have done, Sir,if I would repeat all the Diſcourſe they had togerthe; 
it laſted as long as did the day, and the concluſion was,that by Barſina's incermitſion, 
they might ſee one another again ſometimes, and that my Prince ſhould content hin- 
felf with words and looks,withour ever pretending to any other proofs of the Quees 
affection ; nay,and ſhe ſaw ſo much ditficulty and danger even in them , thar ſhee 
could not refolve upon that liberry without mortal apprehenſions. They parte 
when it was even almoſt night, and the Queen getting up into her Chariot again, | 
my Prince at Barfna's in an eſtate that ſurpaſſes my expreſſion. The loſſe of bs 
hopes was the tomb of all his joys, and the happineſſe of his rival, who had for ever 
diſpoſſeſs'd him of what he had > lawfully pretended to, was ſuch a matter of affiift+ 
on to his ſoul, as left him not any roam for a real conſolation; yet how great an 
verſion, or how great an inſenſibility ſoever ſhe ſhewed for the | ers of his fe 
city, his knowledge of the affetion which his Princeſs had ſtill toward him,did mud 
allay the ſharpneſle of his grief, and fattered him art leaſt with this kind of comfer, 
that the misfortune which deprived him of the poſleffion of her body , did yet la 
him ſome intereſt in her mind. 

In this conſideration he found wherewithal to leſſen part of his deſpair, and 3# 
ſina, who moſt affeRionatly concern'd in his contentment, ſet it often before his 6&5, 
and endeavoured by all the reaſons ſhe could alledge, ro make him paſs his life a tktle 
lefle unpleaſantly ; but befides the conſolation ſhe gave him by her Difcourſ,rhe gool 


offices ſhe did him contributed much more unto it, and indeed ſhe laboured for - 
qui 
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quiet with ſo much affefion and fo diſcreet a cariage,that my Prince wil never loſe the 
remembrance of it,nor the defireto requite it though with the loſle of that life which 
ſhe alone prolonged. She feign'd a ſicknels,and for ſome time ſhe kept her bed, to give 
the Queen prerence to viſit her, and thoſe ro whom the friendſhip that great Prince 
bore her was not unknown,thought it not ſtrange that ſhe went to ſee her every day : 
In theſe favourable occaſions, my Maſter found both an abatement, and a redoubling 
of his ſorrows, for taſting inconceivable delights in thoſe ſmall favours ſhe granted 
him,he found death in the reſtraint of others,which were reſerv'd for one more happy; 
he often complained of” it to the Queen, and being as a man he could not be utterly 
looſened from his ſenſes, he now and then took liberties beyond what vvere voluntari- 
ly permitted him,and by ſome of his ations reſtified that he was not abſolute Maſter 
of his deſires. Burt that diſcreet Princeſs,though ſhe could not juſtly condemn them, 
reproved them with a pleaſing Majeſty,and uſing the Empire ſhe had over him, hand- 
ſomely, and without tyranny,ſhe reduced him by reafoning , within the limits of his 
former obedience. 

Beſides the viſits which Barna received from the Queen, during her feigned in- 
diſpoſition, after ſhe came abroad again, ſhe had recourſe to other inventions for my 
Prince's ſatisfation ; ſhe would never ſuffer him to leave her houſe, and being per- 
fe&tly lov'd and honoured by all thoſe of her ſervants, who of neceſſity were to ſee 
him, ſhe kept him there vvithourt any great danger, & us'd him with ſo much ſweetneſs, 
& ſo many teſtimonies of friendſhip, that ſhe made him recover part of his more lively 
humor: She often procured him the ſight of the ny a fair Garden ſhe had withour 
the Town,& ſending us out þf the houſ before day, ſhe would come with the queen to 
the garden inthe atternoon,gnd bringing her eicher alone, or attended only by Cleone 
into private Arbours, where my Maſter waited for her, gave him the convemiency of 
entertaining her now and then an howre. Tyres was gone home again to the Queen, 
and his fidelity being very well known to her, by his means their interviews were for 
the moſt part effeed. Three or four moneths were ſpent in this manner of life, my 
Prince never diſcovering himſelf all that while, to any body bur Burſina, though(as I 
have already faid) he had a greatnumber of friends of both ſexes in the Court, whoſe 


fidelity he did not at all ſuſpect z but his conſideration of the Queens honour and qui- 


er,made him ſo cautious, that he would not ſhow himſelf ſo much as to the Princeſs 
Pariſatis. The Gods know with what affe&tion both fhe, and Queen Syſigambrs, as 
likewiſe Prince Oxiartes, and eArtabaſus, with many others would have welcomed 
him, and with what joy they would have made him partaker in their fortune ; but 
the intereſt of his love, had ſo baniſhed all thoſe out of his minde , whom elſe hee 
would gladly bave receiv'd into it, that his ſoul was no longer capable of any thought 
without the compaſs of his paſſion. Their moſt ordinary meetings were at Barſina's, 
and one day they were there together, when the King as he return'd from Hunting 
heard at the entrance of the City, that the Queen was at that Princeſſes houſezwhere- 
upon without going to the Palace, he alighted at her gate, and went up ſtairs, without 
giving any notice of his coming: Scarce was Barſina advertiſed of it time enough, 
torun and meet him without the Chamber door, and my Prince furpris'd with fo un- 
expefteda vifir, had hardly time to get into the next room, where he fate down in a 
dark corner, on the farthet ſide of a bed. From thence he heard the King as hecame 
in,ſay to Barſina in the Queens preſence, Afadam,yon have robb d me of my Miſtreſs, 
and theſe frequent viſits Will at laſt make me jealous ; ſhe has given her ſelf ſo Wholly to 
ou, that I can ſcarce enjoy her a moment. The Queen anſwering for her, *© Think it 
* not ſtrange (replyed ſhe) and believe it is an effe& of thoſe rare qualities which you 
' found in| her, and that I have too much ſympathy with your Majeſty to have inclina- 
tons different from yours. 
| They had many Difcourſes,after which the King being weaty with the toil of hun- 
ung, bad a deſire to fleep ; and having a while ſtriven againſt it, he ask'd pardon of 
Barſina for the liberty 4 rook at her houſe, and being well acquainted with the 
ambers, he went into that where my Maſter was retired , to throw himfelf upon 
the bed, which he remembred he had ſeen init. Hepheſtion, Prolomers, Seleucia, Anti- 
of gonus, 
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gonus, Leonatus, and many others, ſtaid with the Ladies, and the King aldne went to 
rake hisreſt, where my Prince had taken ſanctuary. O Gods ! with how many dif- 
ferent thoughts was he aſſaulted, ſeeing him come into the chamber ; the antypathie 
he had againſt the caviſher of his happineſle , the delire to free himſelf from a rivall 
whoſe life was the deſtruction of his own, and his belief at firſt that he was diſcovered, 
and that he was the cauſe of the Kings coming into that chamber, made him put his 
hand upon the hilt of his ſword, with a deſigne to run him through the body; bur af. 
ter that firſt motion was over, his care of the Queens reputation , which that ation 
would viſibly have ruined, the conſideration of Barna to whom he was ſo nearly oh. 
lized , and the remembrance that a good number of «Alexander: friends were inthe 
next chamber, ready to oppoſe his intentions, and to make him periſh himſelf if heat. 
tempted any thing, withheld him, and made bim reſolve not to make any noyſe, nor 
to ſtir out of his corner if he were not forced to it. 

In the mean time the King not diſcovering him, by reaſon of the darkneſle of the 
place where he was, threw himſelf upon the bed, and lay ſo near him, that he wanted 
but very little of touching him ;. my Prince ſtirr'd not at all, nay and kept in his very 
breath as muchas poſſibly he could till he was aſleep, which was not long, for the 
King had ſcarce laid his head upon the pillow, before he fell into a {lumber ; Alas, 
what were then the thoughts of this poor Prince, ſeeing himſelf ſo near to him, whom 
the free poſſeſſion of what he had deprived him of, permitted to take fo iweet 
and pleaſing a reſt ; and whata conſtraint did he uſe upon himſelf, to keep in thoſe 
ſighs, which this conſideration drew from the bottom of his heart ? 

* Thou ſleepeſt (faid he within himſelf) thou ſleepeſt happie Alexander, and *tis not 
© ſomuch the poſſeſſion of thy Empires, as that of my Princeſſe, which gives thee this 
* calm andquiet repoſe ; thou ſleepeſt without being interrupted by any care, and 
* without being troubled by the remembrance of any loſle, but 1 wake whole days and 
* nights , not out of envie I bear thy ViRories, but out of the grief which thou haſt 
* ſettled in my heart for cver ; thy eyes are ſhut to give thee peacefull reſt , and mine 
* are open only to thoſe tears whoſe ſource proceed from thee ; thou takeſt that ſleep 
* without diſquiet, which thou haſt rob'd me of for ever, and thou enjoyeſt that with 
* tranquility, but alſo with injuſtice, which was lawfully due to none but me. Ah! 
© thou who art the ſtealer away of my repoſe, and the tormentor of my days,thou who 
* though faſt aſleep,utterly defenceleſſe, and abſolutely expoſed unto my mercy, dolt 
*yet cruelly and unjuſtly tear away my life ; behold thine own is in my power, 

* with how much eaſe I could deprive thee of that, which thou takeſt from me with 
* much inhumanity. 

In the middeſt of theſe thoughts wherein he floated with mortal agonies, he 0 
ed the curtain a little, and ſeeing eAlexanders face turned toward him, he was aflaul- 
ted with inward motions, which carried him beſides himſelf, and left him almoſt void 
of ſence upon the chair where he was ſitting. He had oftentimes a mind to draw cloſe 
to his ear, and ſay; © Awake eAlexander, awake, is it poflible thou ſhouldeſt(leep fo 
* near thy greateſt enemy, does the courage thou haſt proved in him, make thee ſo ſt 
* cure, that thou haſt no ſuſpicion of foul play > how generous ſoever thou knowelt 
© him to be, doeſt thou believe that in this diſpair whereinto thou haſt precipitated 
* him, he is ſtill capable of all the incitements of generoſity ? up eAlexander, riſe to 
* diſpute upon even tearms, for that happineſs. which is not afſured to thee ſo long as1 
* have any life. Statira cannot be thine while Iam living , diſpatch me out 0 
* world, and when I am dead thou may'ſt ſleep ſecurely; thou ſhalt do thy ſelf no it- 
* jury to meaſure thy ſword with mine, my quality is as eminent as thine own, and'tis 
* only fortune that advantages thee above me, by the Empires ſhe has given thee. He 
continued for ſome minuts in the deſire of ſaying thus unto him, but after he had a lit- 
tle bethought himſelf, the conſiderations I have already alledged difſwaded him from 
ir, and aſſoon as he found that he was faſt alleep,he roſe up gently from his place,and 
walk'd as ſoftly as poſſibly he could toward a dore, which led through a gallery to s 
own chamber, without paſſing through Barſna's ; but as if his grief had blinded him, 

and kept him from looking carefully to his feet, he by chance ſtumbled againſt a ſtool, 
an 
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and fell all along upon the floor , wigh ſuch a noiſe that the King waken'd in a ſtart ; 
he fate up inſtantly onthe bed, and drawing open the curtain, he ſaw a man of an ex- 
traordinary ſtature, and a majeſtick faſhion, who was cloſe by the dore, ready to g0 
out; the King was frighted at it, and asked him aloud who: he was , but my Maſter 
ſeeing himſelf diſcovered, opened the dore without replying, and ſhutting it after him, 
got to his own lodging, eAlcxander role up a little ſurpriſed, and going into Barſona's 
chamber, told the company into what an apprehenſion the ſight of that man had par 
him ; the Queen and Bayſina both changed colour , but Bayſina making it up as well 
as ſhe could , without doubr ( faid ſheto the King) 'tis ſome one of my ſervants, who 
came in not knowing your Majeſty was in the chamber ; and then perceiving the er- 
rour he had committed, got out amazed, without having the confidence to give your 
Majeſty an anſwer, The King was fatished with this excuſe, and within a while af- 
ter going away, and taking the Queeaalong with him, he gave my Maſter and Bar/;- 
14 leaſure to entertain themſelves with that accident the reſt of the day. 

The Queen refieing afterward upon that encounter , uſed more warinefle in her 
viſits then ſhe had done before, and took care with all imaginable circumſpeRtionthat 
her ſtolne meetings might not be diſcovered. 

'Twas about that time that the whole Court was poſſeſſed with the Kings ſorrow, 
and that by his command it changed. both face , and habit for a while. The death of 
Hepheſtion Alexanders favorit , or rather his ſecond ſelf , and husband to the Prin- 
cefſe Pariſat:s, was cauſe of this deſdlation; I will neither tell you of the Kings mour- 
ning, nor ofthe Pomp of that Funeral, thoſe things are ſuthciently known to you al- 
ready, nor will I entertain you with the lamentations of that fair, noble widow, all I 
ſhall ſay is, that my Prince was very ſen(ible of her misfortune, and that he was excee- 
dingly troubled he could not viſit her in her affliction, and give her ſome conſolation, 
if ſhe had been capable of any in ſo freſh a loſſe. The Queen. bore a great ſhare in 
her ſiſters grief , and complyed fo far with that of the King her husband , that for 
ſome days ſhe kept her chamber, and for many after ſhe went abroad, viſited only the 
Princeſſe her ſiſter, to whom her affeRion was ſoreall , that ſhe had as great a fence 
of her ſorrow as ſhe her ſelf. | 

This diſaſter deprived my Prince of the ſight of ke:,but there paſs'd few days where- 
inſhe comforted him not in that tedious abſence , by rwo or three words under hee 
band, which 7 yrews brought him to Barſcna's, and which my Prince read, and kils'd 
with ſuch exceſſe of contentment, as alone was ableto diſcover the greatneſle of his 
jaſſion. I remember one day he received a Letter from her, the —_ whereof were 
ſomething to this purpoſe. 


Oueen STATIRA to Prince OROONDATES 


JT? were not juſt , while my husband and my poor Sifter give 


themſelves over to thetr grief, that I alone ſhould run to ſubjebis 


| of joy, and I am pardonable, if for a ſhort ſpace, Tloſethe fipht of 


what 1 lowe, to comfort her, who has newly lofi for ever, what 
ſhelow'd ; compaſſion and decency enjayn me this puniſhment ; 
but believe my Otontes , that it js as harſh to me as to your ſelf, 
and that it 3s as difficult for Statira to keep her ſelf from ſeeing 


Jou, as it is blameable in the wife of Alexander to deſire it, 


Ay 
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My Prince anſwered her to this effeR. 


Prince OROONDATES to Qzeen STATIRA. 
o "Th juſt that I ſhould ſuffer while the whole world isin 


* mourning, andlI have too much intereſt in what 
« concerns you , to ſuffer the affli&ion of the Princeſle you 
« ſiſter , without the mixture of my own misfortunes : ſhor- 
«tenthem I beleech you as much as you areable , and giw 
«* reaſonable limits to that compaſſion, and that decency, un- 
« lefle you will give very ſhort ones to my life ; not that [ 
« ought to love it, {ſince it is troubleſom co you, in obliging 
* you to aQions which you think are blameable , but neither 
« can I hateit, ſince by the violences you ule upon your own 
* humour for its confirvantia , You teſtifie that it is dearto 
*© yOu. 


They wrote many others, which did a little ſweeten my Maſters weariſom impati- 
ence ; and the fair Barſina took ſo much care to make the time of his baniſhment | 
tedious , that if he was not really ſatisfied , he feigned ar leaſt before her to bevey 
much pleas'd with the charms of her converſation. 

The days of preat mourning being expired, the Queen had the liberty to ſee hin 
again, but ſhe had much more conveniency within a while after, when the King hy 
ving rendred thoſe honours to his dear Hepheſtion , which only the Gods exa& From 
men, caus'd the Mains, and Tails of Horſes tobe cut off, the Battlements of City- 
Walls to be beaten down, and made his Funerals famous by the expence of rweke 
thouſand talents, departed from S»/a (as you know ) to diſcharge his grief uponthe 
Coſſeans a barbarous people near to S»/a, againſt whom he ran, as at ſo many will 
beaſts, callingthat expedition the ſacrifice of Hepheſtions Funerals. You knowl 
that Queen Statira ſtirr'd not from S»ſa , but wicked Roxana having had the libeny 
to do ſo, retired to Babylon, and delivered her rival, and all her friends, from afight 
that was very inſupportable to them. 

The abſence of thoſe two perſons, afforded my Prince great facilities in entertaining 
the Queen, and there paſs'd but very few days, wherein he had not the happineſſeto 
ſee her, either at Barſna's houſe, or in her Garden, or in that belonging to the Pi 
lace, whether 7yrexs brought him by Cleoxe's directions, and where he ſpent whole 
hours with her, in extaſies and raptures, which cannot be conceiy*d but by thoſe who 
have lov'd like him, and which would abſolutely have ſatisfied him, if he hadnot 
thought of the advantages which A/exander had above him,and of the command that 
had been laid upon him, never to pretend to greater. In the mean time that vertuows 
Princeſſe behaved her ſelf toward him in ſuch a manner, that though ſhe expreſs'd het 
acknowledgement , and rendred him what ſhe believ'd ſhe owed to one thathd 
done ſo much to ſerve her, yet ſhe never exceeded the bounds of her duty, nor ever#- 
bared any thing in his favour, of what ſhe knew only to be due to her husband ſhe n&- 
ver let ſlip one word againſt him, and when my Prince by any of his ſayings, or any of 
his actions , made appear that he had a deſigne againſt a life, the loſſe whereof alone 
was the eſtabliſhment of his, ſhe would check thoſe motions ſo gracefully, and accon- 
pany her ſpecious reaſons with ſo many tears, and ſuch urging prayers, that ſertling 
him more then ever inthe admiration of her vertue , ſhe alſo confirmed him ſtrongly 
in the reſolution of never diſpleaſing her, by any of his actions while he lived. One 


day 
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day when in her preſence and Barſina*s, he let *ſcape ſome threats ”m_ him, and ac- 
culed himſelf of the cowardiſe he ſhewed in ſuffering him to live,the Queen after ſhe 
had a little ſharply reproved him ; Dear Oroondates (continued ſhe) I may, and 
exght 10 confeſſe 10. you without doing you any injury, that 7 love the King my huſband as 
much as 1 ought ro love him, and that no body can attempt againſt his life, without ſtri- 
tins direftly at mine ; but though I Were void of rhoſe inclinations I have and ſhonld have 
tolvards him, and that I could without grief ſee the loſs of him whom the Gods have given 
me for my huſband ; What do you think I owe unto my own conſideration , and with what 
ge do you believe the care of my reputation Would ſufter me to look upon my huſbands mar- 
therer ? do you judge that I could With decency receive him for my ſecond huſband, whoſe 
hands were ſtained with the blood of my firſt ? and thongh 1 ſhould ſhut mine eyes againſt 
all theſe conſiderations, and ſhould throw my ſelf blindly into yours arms , what opinion 
would you your ſelf have of me, after ſo ſhamefwull and ſo baſe a lightneſſe? No no, dear 
Orontes, never exatt any rhing from me, that on, injure the vertue which obliges you to 
love me ; 1 Will keep my ſelf in your eſteem, ſince I was not able to keep my ſelf Wholly for 
you 3 and I will keep a huſband who deſerves it, and Whom next ro the Gods I hold only from . 
your ſelf. © But (reply'd the Prince) ſince your reaſons arefſo plauſible , what will 
«you have me to-do? [ world have you live and ſuffer (anſwered the Queen) as 1 
live and ſuffer 3 and 1 wonld have you Wait, as 1 do, the pleaſure of the Gods , Who per- 
chance Will brivg ſowe change tithe to your fortune , or your inclinations. In the mean 
rime content your ſelf With what 1 do for you, and thongh ir be very little in compa- 
riſen of what you have done for mt, you ought yet ro valne it, if you conſider What it coſts 
me, and what I hazard to afford it you. 

With theſe and ſuch like words ſhe for ſome little time would moderate the vio- 
lence of his different paſſions ; and when ſhe ſaw him ſofar tranſported by the power 
of the obje& that moved them, as to make attempts, and take advantage of oportuni- 
ties, to the prejudice of her vertne, ſhe would uſe her authority fo handſomly, andin 
the midſt of all rhoſe charms that made her lovely, ſhe likewiſe would appear fo ter- 
tible, chat in a moment ſhe made him repent the thought of a deſigne ſhe diſapproved; 
mo ſhe not ſo much truſt to the power ſhe had over him , or tothat ſhe had over 

ſelf, as that ſhe would often caſt her ſelf into the occaſions of exerciſing it, but to 
wid them as much as ſhe could poſſibly in'thoſe interviews, ſhe was commonly ac- 
<mpanied either by Bay/ina, or Cltone,or at leaſt was art ſo little a diſtance from'them, 
that ſhe ſeldom gave him the means to perſiſt in a behaviour that diſpleaſed hee. They 
lved fome months on this manner without any remarkable crofle ; but in the end,the 
Queen who felt a remorſe, and a tepugnancy to her humour, in a kind of life which 
ſhe believ'd ſhe could not continue with innocence, and who (after having vainly con- 
ſulted with Barſa,and with my Prince himſelf, to what all thoſe praiſes conld rend) 
ſaw no help nor remedy if rhey ſhould be diſcovered, refolv'd to cut off the courſe of 
them ,chough with them ſhe ſhould have been fain to car off that of her life, and be- 
ginto prepare my Maſters minde, with words premeditated to that purpoſe ; Bur at 
the firſt overtures ſhe made to him concerning it, he fell intaſucha paſſion and waſh- 
ed her feet with ſo many tears, that ſhe left all hope of making him reſolveeaſily up- 
on it, but not the deſigne of reſolving her ſelf, upon what ſhe believ'd ſhe ought ro 
do.” Ithink indeed , it was not without ſtrange conflits of minde, that this remem- 
brance of her diitie carried it from her affetion, and we found by'the changes of her 
countenance, and by the ſadnefſe which for many-days preceded her declaration, that 
the brought not her ſelf to it without exceeding violence : About that time ſhe recei- 
ved Letters from the King, who having deſtroyed the —_ was gone toward Baby- 
lon, and entreated her to come thither to him, affbon as ſhe cold poſſibly. 

This defire of his which ſhe teceived as a'tmoRt abſolute command, perplexed her 
minde with different thoughts, and pave -/ 45 view marter of. contriving new expedi- 
ents to continuethe life he led ; Barfna who'tneant to accompamie the = = whe- 
therſoever ſhe went, offered him the ſame aſſiſtance at Babylon / tre received from her 
it $a, butmy Maſter knowitts how great an inconvenience -itwisto her, wonld nor 
abuſe her noodnes roward him ; he nevertheleſs was reſolved tomake the ſame voy- 
age, 


. 
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age, and to ſeek out ſome other inventions to continue his like , which thencefort 
ſeem'd only to ſubſiſt by the ſight of his Princeſſe, and by thoſe remainders of affegi. 
on which ſhe yet teſtified unto him: But in the interim this vertuous Queen was a ie. 
tle mote reſery'd then ordinary in her carriage co him, aud no longer afforded him her 
ſight and converſation, without marks of a very deep ſadneſs, and aQtions which yig. 
bly expreſſed with how great conſtraintſhe contributed what ſhe believ'd ſhe ough 
not to his repoſe. 

My Prince could not perceive it without ſuch grief as cannot be repreſented, an{ 
drawing an evil omen from her ſilence , which of late time was grown uſual to hin, 
he ask'd her the cauſe of that alteration, but he ask'd it with ſo much fear, and fo kt. 
tle aſſurance, as made her ſufficiently know , that he was more afraid then deſiroy 
to learn it. The Queen ſuffered her fie to be urged for ſome days ; but whenthy 
of her departure toward Baby/on was come, after ſhe had arm'd her felf with a 
reſolution, ſhe went unto Barſina's: my Prince who expected her there with impat- 
ence, having receiv'd her with his ordinary joy, threw himſelf down before her, an 
endeavoured by all the words his paſſion could luggeſt, todrive away that melanchs- 
ly humour, in which of late ſhe had ſeem'd buried : after ſhe had been long preſſe 
to it;the Queen lifting up her eys which were fixed upon the ground, and caſting then 
upon my Maſters, ſtrove all ſhe could to retain her tears , and having ſtuddied a while 
for tearms to expreſs her ſelf, ſhe ſpoke to him on this manner, *] take the Gods to 
* witneſs, Prince Oroondates,that 1 have lov'd you hitherto with the moſt pure and per 
* fetaffection a ſoul is able to conceive, that I do ſtill love you more then my ſelf 
* and that I will love you all my life as the ſervices you have done us, the affeRion you 
© have teſtified tome, and my own inclination oblige me. If I ſpeak not truth, 6 
© Oroondates, I wiſh the Sun (whom we worſhip) may never ſhine upon me more, and 
* that great Oroſmades may bury me in deſtruction with thoſe of my Family , thatar 
* gon beforeme. Afrer this proteſtation, which I conjure you to beheve, I will alþ 
* proteſt to you with the ſame truth, that it is not without extream violences, and grief 
* of heart which Iam not able to expreſle, that I declare my intentions to you,and tha 
© L moſtearneſtly beſeech you,by all the love which yet you bear me, not to impute ts 
* inconſtancy of minde, or want of affetion, what I do that I may notbe the mol 
© loſt of all women living, and the moſt unworthy of your good opinion, and of tha 
* greatneſle to which the Gods have raiſed me, With this caution I will declare us- 
*to you, that if the heavens had made me to be born for you , my deſires were moſt 
* readily diſpoſed to it, I would have deſpiſed the hope of all the Empires of the world, 
* and all the felicities which the moſt happie creatures yet ever knew , to have that 
* being yours ; but ſince my cruel deſtiny hath oppoſed it, and that contrary toall v- 
* pearance, and to my firſt intentions, it hath given me to another, you ought notto 
* think it ſtrange , if I withdraw that from you, which you can no longer lawfully 
* keep, and which I can-no longer afford you, without the loſs of my reputation , the 
* loſs of a quiet conſcience, and the loſs of my ſelf; 1 confeſs I owe you much, but! 
© have not new the ability to pay you, and be your reproaches whatever they can, it 
* is fit I ſhould repreſent untoyou, thatthe husband whom the Gods have given me, 

* 15notſo little conſiderable, bur that he deſerves all my affefions : what rights ſoevt 
* your paſt ſervices, and my inclinations have given you over my life, you have now no 
© longer any to diſpute them with him , nor 1 ſtill to grant you, whatcan be no be 
*(dies but his. Give me leave therefore Sir , to conjure you with theſe tears which it 
* is impoſſible for me longer to refrain, to forbear the courſes, which we canriot cot 
* tinue any more without our ruine, and not to think any more of this unhappie we 
* man, who is no longer worth your carcs, -nor in a condition to requite them : orit 
*you wil yet preſerve any remembrance of her,thatyou would carry it far from hence, 
© and no longer waken by your prefence , thoſe Aames which dutie ought alreadyto 
* have extinguiſhed, and which death ſhall extinguiſh for it , if it cannot draw that 
« power from your abſence : beſides the conſideration of what I ought to do, the e&- 
« ſtate you are in, the pains you take, and the hazards to which you expoſe your {l, 
« for ſome ſhadow of favour, ſo light andempty that it merits not the leaſt of you! 
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"endeavours, doreally ſtrike me with cotnpaffion of you, you are deſtin'd to beter 
* imployments, and worthy of a better fortune , and the Gods would puniſh it upon 
* me, if I ſhould longerretain in ſo pittiful a condition, the moſt accompliſh'd perſon 
* they ever created. Go then, Sir, carrie toſome other place thoſe admurable quali- 
* ties, which had gained you this unfortunate Princeſſe, and which yet will gamyou 
© one more lovely, and more happie, and leave her to the conduct of her wretche\ de- 
* ſtinie, who can no longer pretend lawfully ro you, and from whom you can no lon- 
* ger pretend any thing, I make you this requeſt, by all that you acknowledpe to be 
*moſt ſacred, and conjure you by allthe friendſhip you heretofore have promiſed me, 
* and by all the Empire you have given me over your will, to leave this miſerable crea- 
* ture for ever, or at leaſt never to appear before her , till ſhe be ina condition to re- 

*ceive YOU. 

I make you judge Sir, what effe& theſe words wrought upon my poor Prince ; he 
had hearken'd to them with changings of his countenance, and alterations able to melr 
the moſt frozen hearts wich pitty, and when he heard the concluſion of them, and faw 
them end in an eternal baniſhment , notwithſtanding all the ſuccor he required of his 
courage, he could not getenough from ir, to make him proof againſt ſo violent an aſ- 
fault; he broke not forth into cries, nor into rears, thoſe ſhewes of grief were to0 
weak for thegreatnefs of his; but he had not power enough over bis ſences, nor over 
his forces, to keep them from forſaking him, his eyes cloſed themfelves, his head ſunk 
gently upon his ſhoulder, and by little and little, his whole body fell cold, andim- | 
movableupon the bed where he was fitting. - » - 

The Queen who had prepared her ſelf for all the worſt events that could happen, 
could not ſee him in that condition , without a moſt ſenſible affiition , nor without 
making war with her fair hair, and lovely face, which grief had altered almoſt to an 
impoſſibility of being known ; ſhe ſpoke the moſt compaſſionate words, that ever 
ſorrow made thoſe perſons utter, who have been the moſt deeply touch'd with it; and 
did ſome aQions, which if they had not beenexcufable by their cauſe, would have been 
a little unbeſeeming her modeſty and quality ; bur yet ſhe never ſtirr'd from her laſt 
—_— , and diſpoſed her ſelf rather to die , rhen retraXthe ſentence ſhe had pro- 
nounced. | 

Barſina, Cleone, and T, were about my Prince, and laboured to fetch him again by 
all the remedies that can be made uſe of in ſuch an occaſion,. but he was inſo-deep a 
fwoun , that it was above an hour ere we could-obſerve the leaſt ſigne of life ir him. 
Though the Queen was once reſolv'd not to ſtay for his complaints and' reproaches, 
yet could ſhe not leave himin thar eſtate, but afſoon as ever ſhe ſaw him open his eyes, 
ſhe roſe up from beſide him, and wiping away her tears, compoſed her countenance as 
well as poſſibly ſhe could , and prepared her {elf ro give him the laſt farwell, My 
Prince havingrecovered his fences, and ſecing us all buſie about him, rurr'd bis fight 
lowly on all ſides, and ſeeking her our with his eyes, when he was come to himfelt e- 
nough to remember the command ſhe had newly impoſed upon- him , he ſar& only 
thele words to her with a feeble dying voice. 1 Will obey yow Madam, never, fear i, 1 
will obey you. The Queen not permitting him to go on ; * I hope ſo my dear Oroox- 
*4:tes (aid ſhe) and with this aſſurance, I give you the laſt farewell, and the laſt kiſs. 
Writ theſe words,coming cloſe to him ſhe kiſs'd him for the laſt time indeed;and ger- 
ting looſe from him , without ſtaying for any other aniwer, ſhe went our of. the 
chamber ſo beſides her ſelf, that I believe ſhe hardly knew'/how ſhe got unto hen Cha- 
riot, 

My poor Maſter accompanied her with. his-eyes as far as heconld, wichour ſtitvting 
from his place, and cryed out after her , with a voice that ſhewed\ how weak he was; 
Farewell the moſt belvved, avid the moſt ingravefwlt of all women living ; farewell far e- 
ver inhuman Statira. Farewell, ſince yon fear tobe preſent ar my death, and. yet feared 
"vt 10 give it me. He uttered many other complaints; and was preſently ſeized: with-a 
moſt violent feaver. Barſng would not'lexve him'in that. condition, ant{ though ſhe 
hadpurpoſed to have gone along with the Queen, Sy/;gambss, and Pariſatis, who all 
Ceparted that very day ; ſhe made her excuſes to them, promiſing the Queen to wait 
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upon her at Babylon, aſſoon as my Prince was recovered : thus the Queens went a. 
way from S»ſa, and Barſina returning to her houſe, began to take care of my Maſters 
health. 

We had already got him to bed, and that good Princeſs , knowing the violence of 
his Feaver, ſent for all the moſt skilful Phytitians, and imployed them in his cure 
with a diligence that cannot be imagined ; ſhe was ſo handſomely induſtrious, and 
ſo affeionately careful abour it, that ſhe viſibly exprels'd the reality of her triend. 
ſhip to him 3 bur the poor Prince vvas fo ill handled by his ſickneſs, that within 4 
few days, the Phyſicians began to deſpair of his recovery. Do but judge, Sir, of 
my aſfliction, and of Barſina's, to ſee a perſon that vvas ſo dear to us, and whoſe ex. 
cellent qualities we were ſo well acquainted with , die in her houſe, and in our arms 
Certainly it is very hard to repreſent it to you; and when vve refleged upon af 
the accidents of ſo marvellous a life, and that we ſaw the admirable events of ir, 
end all in ſo ſad, ſo tragical a concluſion, vvee appeared to bee more touched 
with his ſickneſſe,then he himſelf. In the mean time he lay in a continual ſtudy, and 
for many days was deprived of all manner of knowledge, bis frenzy made him ſpeak 
many extravagant things, and the Phyſitians aſcribing all to that, made nothing of 
them, though they wereable to have diſcovered ſome paſſages of his lite. 

They continued many days ina belief that he would die,and the Gods are my wit 
neſles, that not being able to think of ſeeing Scythia again without him,vor of liy 
after him, I took a reſolution to accompany him in the grave. But when wee "= 
expected it, a favourable criſis gave ſome glimpſe of hope, to thoſe that had him in 
hand z and to make ſhort, that I may not keep you longer in a narration, whichal- 
ready exceeds a reaſonable length, his youth, #, vigorous conſtitution ſaved him,an( 
in the end leſſened the danger wherein he had lien for many days. Aſſoon as the Phy, 
ſitians began to give me aſſurance of his recovery, and that by the diminution of hi 
feaver my confidence of it was increaſed, I rurn'd my thoughts to the ſetrling of his 
minde in quiet, butnot ſeeing the leaſt hope of it, while his fortune was fuch, I rook 
a reſolution ſomething ſtrange, but worthy of the affection I bore my Maſter , and 
after having a while Goeſted it, I came to his bedſide, and knowing that no body 
over-heard me, * Sir, (ſaid I) ſince the Gods have fo viſibly delivered you fromy 
* death which without their particular afliſtance was infallibly very near you , they 
* have without doubt thought of the eſtabliſhment of your life, and do not reſtoret 
* you, beyond the hopes of all thoſe that have look'd to you in your fickneſs, tro make 
you languiſh it out in misfortunes and diſaſters. You muſt live, but you muſt lix 
* happy, and to that end you muſt baniſh all ſcruples that detain you in your preſent 
* miſery. Since Alexanders life is incompatible with yours, he muſt die,and you mult 
* loſe all thoſe conſiderations, that may diſſwade you from a thought, in which alone 
* your ſafety is to be found ; if the Queen loves you, her defireto be intirely , and 
* peaceably yours, will make her bear that loſſe with patience; and if ſhe love you 
' not, the fear of diſpleaſing her, ought not to be more conſiderable to you, then your 
* own life, yet to keep you clear from a crime , vvhich you might believe you ſhould 
* commit in diſobeying her, Araxes vvill take that charge upon him , and this hand 
* ſhall free you from that enemy, before your own be able to undertake it: If I be 
* ſo fortunate as to do you a ſervice of that importance, I ſhall prefer my condition 

* before that of any man alive, and if I periſh in the difficulty of that enterpriſe, | 
* cannot fall more gloriouſly, then in ſacrificing my life to the repoſe of him,to who 
* I have wholly devoted it. 

My Maſter having turn'd his head toward me while I ſpoke, caſt hisarm about my 
neck, and embracing me a long time, Dear eAraxes (ſaid he) 1 am ſo neerly oblige 
to the fidelity of thy affeftion, that thy conſideration alone, us enough to make me deſire 
live ftill, that 1 may requite part of the good ſervices 1 receive from thee , thy thoughts 
are more generoms,then they are juſt, and thou doeſt as much agree with mine in propefn 
the death of Alexander, as thou croſſeſt them in offering thy ſelf to be the attor of hi Te, 
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Alexander mwwſt dye, 4nd my reaſon no ſooner return'd to me again, but I decreed bus r:- 
ine, be ſhall die, that Conqueror of tht whole earth, but he ſhall die only by the hand of 
Oroondates, 1 will tay no longer then till I have recovered my ſtrength, and 1 Will ei- 
ther oblige Statira's affettion by giving her the means to ſattsfie what ſhe owes me,or puniſh 
her ingratitnde,by ſacrificing him before her eyes, Whom ſhe ought never to have lov'd 
wnto my prejudice z in this deſpair whereinto ſhe has precipitated me , all conſiderations 
are extinguiſhed, and 1 am now quit with both of them by ſo many attions in their fa- 
vour, and to their advantage, 1 have paid Alexander all 1 was indebted to hhm, by ſa- 
ving his life which hs beſt friends ſuffered him to loſe, and ſince it us deſtruftive of mine, 
he ought not to think it ſtrange, if 1 aſſault it fairly ; I will ntither uſe poiſon; nor have 
reconrſe to any ſhameful ways, to ſend him out of this world, but I will divide the danger 
ſo, that the greater ſhare ſhall infallibly be mine own. If 1 periſh in the enterpriſe Stati- 
ra, you ſhall for ever be delivered from the importwnities of this miſerable man, and you 
fall with tranquility enjoy that greatneſs for which you meanly have forſaken me. 

He ſaid many things of this nature, and knowing his humour, I perſiſted not to 
conteſt with him about the Propoſition I had made. During the reſt of his ſicknels, 
he perſevered in this reſolution, and I know not whether it haſtned his cure, but in 
effec by the cares of Barſina, and of thoſe that bad him in hand, hee recovered his 
health ſooner then was expeRed, and left his bed two moneths after the day he fick- 
ned, but he was yet ſo weak, that of another whole one, he was not able to ride on 
horſeback. | 

This Relation is too long, Sir, but to come to a Concluſion of it; I will tell you, 
that aſſoon as he had gotren his ſtrength again, and that he found hirhfelt able to ex- 
ecute what he had in his mind, he prepared for his departure, But before he went 
trom S»/a,the diſquietneſs I felt for his misfortunes perſwaded me to conſult the plea- 
ſure of the Gods tor him ; and for that purpoſe viliting the Temple of Oro/maader, 
where famous Oracles are given; after I had made my prayer on his behalf, the God 
commanded us to ſeek our repoſe ypon the banks of Ezxphrates, atid without giving 
meany other anſwer ſent me back, with ſome little hope,and ſatisfaction. My Ma- 
ſter alſo was ſatisfied with it, and xnowing that Babylon,where Alexander then made 
his abode, was ſituate upon that River, he believ'd his intention was conformable to 
the will of the God that ſent him, whither he already had -defign'd to go. You may, 
be pleas'd to diſpence with me, if I omit to tell you what paſt at the parting of my 
Prince and the fair Barſina, you may eaſily judge your ſelf, that the ſeriſe of her laſt 
obligations, together with the remembrance of ſo many former ones, put into his 
mouth the moſt acknowledging words, and the moſt hearty proteſtations of friend- 
ſhip he could deviſe, and that he went not from her without exprefling his trouble by 
many tears. 

A whole day was ſpent in their farewels, and my Prince not having diſcovered his 
deſign unto Barfina, contented himſelf, with ſaying he would ſee her again cre long, 
and that he would not make his Journey toward Scythia, without taking leave of her 
once again. That good Princeſs was a little comforted with that promiſe, but ſhee 
could not ſee him take horſe, without beingextream ſorry for his departure. Thus 
did we go from S»ſa, and take our way towards Babylon ; you may well enough ima- 
gine the thoughts that entertained my Prince during that Voiage, without my ſtand- 
ing to deſcribe them to you ; he perſiſted ſtill in his laſt reſolution, and his imparti- 
eficy haſtned him on ſuch manner, | that the ſpeed of his horſes ſcarcely could futtice; 
ſometimes when he was moſt ſharply perſecuted with his remembrances; he could not 
forbear crying out, - Thow ſhalt die Alexander, thou ſhalt die, and thou no longer ſhalt 
pole! her, whom thou hindreſt me from poſſeſſing ; his ſadneſs was fomerimes allayed 

y this thought, and the fierceneſs that ſucceeded it, was viſibly to be found in his 
countenance, 

Thus did we paſs the time, till we arrived within three days journey of this place ; / 
and when my Prince was moſt animated,and moſt firmly reſoly'd upon the death of 
his ehemy, he heard that he had ended his life in the arms of his friends, and that <4 
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the wickedneſs of ſome of his domeſticks, who were ſuſpected to have poiſoned him, 
Statira was a Widow, he freed of a rival, and the Earth depriv'd of the greateſt man 
itever bore : In ſhort, there it was we learnt that the great and victorious Alexander 
; was dead at Babylon three days before. | 

You will have much ado to believe, Sir, what Inow ſhall tell you ; I know you 
doubt not but that by all manner of reaſon, my Prince ſhould have rejoyced at this 
loſſe, as the beſt fortune that could befall him ; for my part I confeſs I was infinitly 
over-joyed atit, and was ready to have faln down upon my knees, to thank the Gods 
for the mercy they had granted us ; but I ſtaid my ſelf by conſidering my Maſters 
countenance, who after having held his eyes long fix'd upon the ground, ſhed tears 
ſuddenly, and ſpoke words ſo far from what in all probability, one ſhould have loo. 
ked for, that I ſhould have ſuſpected any other body of hypocrifie and diffimulation, 
but I was ſo well acquainted with his generoſity , that I queſtioned not the reality of 
his grief, but hearkned with admiration to the moan he made, for the death of a 
; man whom he was reſolv'd to kill , and which he ought to have defired as his own 
' life. He underſtood well enough what an advantage that loſſe was to him, and Ihe. 
lieve that at firſt hearing, he was touch'd with ſome ſenſe of joy, but coming to re- 
fle& upon the admirable qualities of that deceaſed Prince, his noble ſoul was ſo mo- 
ved with that remembrance, that it was impoſſible for him to refuſe, what he, belie- 
ved due from all vertuous perſons to the memory of the greateſt man that ever was. 
This change of his affairs, made him alſo change his reſolution, and after he had paſ- 
ſed the night in the thoughts which that revolution caus'd, we took horſe aſſoon as it 
was day,and proſecuted our Voiage. This report vvas confirm'd unto us by all wee 
met, and moreover we heard the diſpute that roſe among the Princes, about the ſhy 
ring of his dominions. 

My Maſter being come within a days Journey of Babylon, diſpatch'd Toxars thi- 
ther, with order to inform himſelf of what paſſed, w' to enquire news of Queen 
S$ratira, and bring him back word, to a place which he appointed him within 3 or four 
howres riding of that City. Toxarzs parted from us, but he made us wait all the 
day following without hearing of him. My Prince being in pain for his long ſtay, 
ſent Loxcates after him with the like Commiſſion. Loncates return'd no more then 
he, and my Prince impatient of their delay, after having expeRed that vyhole day al- 
ſo, went that way himſelf, with an intention to ſend me likewiſe, and to ſtay for my 
coming again, near the place where we met with you, and where after the news 
which (in ſpite of the tears my Prince had ſhed) had rais'd his hopes, and had made 
me believe, that we were for ever gotten under ſhelter from the perſecutions of for- 
tune, we learnt from your mouth, the fatal death of that great and vertuous Queen, 
for whom alone he had preſerv'd the remnant of his life. 

Behold, Sir, (purſued Araxes , ſhutting up his relation) behold the end of ny 
Prince his adventures; if the courſe of them have touch'd you with admiration, the 
concluſion of them will vvithout doubt touch you vvith pity, and you will judge in- 
fallibly, that never vertue has been ſo perfetly tryed, that perchance never man carr- 
ed it to ſo high a point, and that fortune never fixt her ſelf ſo obſtinately to perſecute 
any man ; ſhe never gratified him with any of her favours , but inſtantly ſhee was 
ready to throw him headlong into a bottomleſle pit of miſeries ; and when after an 
infinitnumber of ſtorms,ſhe ſeem'd to have brought him in to the Haven, there it ws 
ſhe made him finde his ſhipwrack, and ruined him by the utmoſt croſle that he could 
and by the onely one vvhich he had not yet endured. 

Araxes thus finiſhed his long narration, and Lyſimachus vvhom the recital of © 
many vvonders, had ſtrucken vvith great admiration, after he had remain'd for ſome 
time deeply buried in a ſtudy, lifting up his eyes ſuddenly to Heaven, * O Oroondate! 
* (cryed he) the braveſt of all men living ; thou miracle,both of our age, and of all 
* ges paſt ; have 1 prolonged my miſerable life, to ſuffer with you as I do, in the ms- 
© fortunes of yours, and muſt I carry to my grave, the ſorrow I feel for the miſeries of 
* ſo divine a perſon? Was not the conſideration of my own, ſtrong enough to = 
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«me thither, and vvere not my own diſaſters ſenſible enough, vvithout the mixture of 
© yours ? COS (continued he, turning toward eAraxes) if that fortune vvhich 
© followed deceaſed eMlexander vvith ſo much conſtancy and affetion , had but de- 
*lared her ſelf a little in favour of your gallant Prince, he vvould not only have ob- 
* cured his glory, and cut off the courſe of his great viRtories, but alſo have blotted 
© ut of the memory of men, the luſtre of all thoſe that went before him, and have 
© ſubmitted all che habitable world to his Dominion. eMlexander had no quality 
* which your Prince poſſeſſes not with all manner of advantages, and he appears fo 
* free from all his vices, and from all thoſe that can give the leaſt blemiſh to his admi- 
©rable vertue, that only his misfortunes make us know him for a man, whom ſo ma- 
© ny miraculous aftions might with juſtice make to paſſe for a God, 

Lyſmachus would have ſaid more in the affeRion that tranſported him, if it had 
not been already night ; that conſideration made him return into the houſe, that he 
might not longer loſe his company, whoſe tranſcendent vertue had ſo powerfully gai- 
ned him, and whoſe abſence he no longer could endure with patience, 


The end of the Sixth Boook, and of the 
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F OE you not believe, Califts, that 'tis an inbu- 
D) man thing to troublethe repaſeof the dead? 
And are you not ſatisfied, that. by cealing to 
live, Iceaſe to diſpute with you for any ad- 
vantage, unletle you violate the priviledge 
of Tombs,and pul me from my grave,where 
[ havereſted two thouſand years, ,to draw homages, and ac- 
knowledgements from me, which hicherco I never owed to 
any body ? If they juſtly are condemned, who by words of 
conjuration,call up (pirits from the inferpal ſhades, what doe 
you expe tor the violence you uſe ro me ?, For to ſay truth, 
fair Caliſta, 'tis you alone that bring me back 1nto the world, 
whence | departed ſo many ages ſjnce;& the Empite you have 
ver him who makes me live again, recalls mice now out, of the 
dark, where'my abode has been obſcure indeed, but fall of 
great tranquillity. My former life was ſubje& to {6 many 
misfortunes, that the remembrance | Rilf retain of them, 
makes me ſear this ſecond, for which you ciuſe ine tobe bbth 
again z butithad likewiſe lo mapy, notable adyanrages: 2s 1 
cannot with juſtice complain of him that revived mee, (ough 
Ju cc mpJ1amn +4 $5 Tran ae Wright 
be renew my griefs ro publiſh 4. 1 Ht to the Whole wbiId 
The troubles of the A geLlivdin, .the difaRt&is of ty! fainity 
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and the brightneſſe of that flaming light which in a few year 
kindled almoſt all the Univerſe,did in part abate the luſtregf 
itz but this necceflity which your commands have impoſe( 
upon the Author of my new lite, makes me come forth fron 
under an heap of arms, and of dead bodies, from under the 
ruines of our houſe, and from under the flames that conſumed 
my Countrey, to dreſſe my {elf up again in my former ors. 
ments, and to breath a more gentleair, anda more quiet lik 
under your protection, Iask you pardon therefore, O Cal: 
ſta, if my firſt words expreſſed ſome reſentment againſt you, 
you ought to receive them, as coming from a perſon not yet 
well awake, and who having much ado to ſhake off a ley 
of twenty Ages , had not yet time enough to know who yo 
were. Now that by the beams of your fair eyes, this fir 
Cloud of my ſtill dazeling fight is diſlipated, and that you ap 
pear ſuch to me, as I my felt appeared heretofore to my ill 
ſtrious adorers, I come to wait upon you without murmuring, 
and I ſhould fayl eſtabliſh my retreat at your very tect, if with 
all France I did notknow you are too generous, and too good, 
to require ſuch ſubmiſſions from a perſon of my ſex and qual: 
ty. :1 wasa Woman as you are, I was beloved by the great 
eſt Perſonages upon Earth as you are, and if I dare! fay tols 
liſta, 1 was fair as you are 3 It is but by my Authors & 
ample, makethis compariſon,he ſeems to have drawn my pi- 
Rure by your face, and becauſe hee is born in an Age too fat 
diſtant-from mine,to recover my true image, he has paintedme 
ſuch as you are 1n his heart, and he believed with a great deil 
of reaſon, that tobe infinitly handſom, I muſt of neceſliry re 
ſemble you. He could not have form'd an[dea more advantage 
qustop.me, and tofay he has made me like Caliſta, is enough 
to make known toall the Earth hee has made mee like the 
higheſt perteGion that can be found in it. Theſe praiſes cat 
not be ſuſpeRed of flattery,in the mouth of one who would be 
your Competitor, if ſhe returned into the world, withany & 
ther intention then, to ſerve you ; 'tis with that defign | haic 
already told you the beginning of my adventures, and 'tisby 
your expreſſe command,I am diſpoſed to give you the contr 
nuation of them ;, if a thoufand perſons whoſe fati«factionl 


regard not,do after you, finde cither diverſion or tediouſnell 
in 
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in them, let them thank, or accuſe no body but your ſelf. But 
if your Soveraigh will injoin my Author ſtill to goe on with 
them, give me leave,Califts,to do an office below my ſelf, and 
to forget both the greatneſle of my birth, and the ſeverity of 
my ſex to implore your favour to him ; if he be little worthy 


of your affeQion, he is allo but little confident to beg it, and 
beſides, your commands reduce him toa neceſſity of defiring 
ſome relief. Jt is very hard for him in the violence of the 
pains he ſuffers, to deſcribe the paſſions of others pleafingly, 
and it is juſt you ſhould conſider both the greatneſle of his re- 
ſpe, and the dignity of the perſon that intercedes for him. 
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PL<SS9d. Ary wonder at the title of this Work, and ſearch 
A I. fortbisCASSANDR A,of whom 1bere 3s ſcarct 

& ſo much as a light mention made in the firſt 

S parts: but if they have the patience to wait 
© for the Concluſion of theſe adventures they ſbal 
P finde her tobe a perſon conſiderable enough t 
give them ber name. As for other matters, ſezk neither for Sci. 
ence,nor fine Diſcourſe, perchance thou ſhalt find neither in this 
Piece, and I may ſay unfeignedly it is written with too little 
pains, or rather with too little care, to hope for any thing ſtudyed, 
or delicate in it. In what I write(after my obedience to an abſolute 
command) my only aim is to divert my ſelf, I find no other advan 
tage in this employment, and I am wery far from pretending glory 
from a thing which I have not own'd, and which I will forſak 
when I can no longer diſavow it. Ithink nevertheleſſe, though 
other beauties be wanting in it , one ſhall at leaſt find few thing: 
that thwart either probability or decency; nay,to that degree,tha 
I find moſt difficulty to accommodate thoſe paſſages to a likelihow, 
which are really in the Hiſtory. Me thinks it does not ill mingled 
with Romance; and of thoſe accidents that are feign'd, there art 
not many in which I could be contradicted if I would make then 
paſſe for true, I ſay nothing concerning the faults eſcaped in Prin 
ting, the fir$t Part is full of them, and T believe this will bee but 

little better. 


= 
— 
7 
oy 
_ 
= 
t- 
ag 
hs 
x 
> 
= 
- 
a+ 


CASSANDRA 


PA/ZzD 4 


4» 
{ | 
» 


© 
1I>- 
SU 
-* 


4 = ” 
O) w Wa, 
F Sy 


CASSANDRA., 
T he Second Parr. 


— 


B O OK I: 


> RAXES Diſcourſe made ſuch an impreſſion in Lyſmachs, that 
he looked upon Oroondatts as a God, and conſidering by what 
gallant proofs his vertue had ſhowed it ſelf, he could hardly 
imagine how the Gods had endowed one man with ſo many ad- 
mirable qualities: After that by a thouſand expreſſions , and 
a thouſand endearments full of teſpe& and affeQtion , hee had 
teſtified how much the Relation of his life had wrought upon 
LDN LL him, he retired into his Chamber, and going to bed, imploy- 
ed the beſt part of the night, (which his griefs would not ſuffer him ro ſpend in ſleep ) 
in the remembrance of thoſe wonderfull events, which eAraxes: had recounted to 
him. 

Aſſoon as it was day, he left both his Bed,and Chamber, and going out of the 
houſe, took his walk in the neighbouring Wood, which he had dedicated to the en- 
tertainment of his ſorrowful thoughts. Scarce did he perceive the firſt beams of the 
riſing Sun, ſhine through the boughs, but he turn'd away his eyes, either through 
ſhame to en{oy its light, after the loſſes he had ſuſtain'd, or through anger to ſee 
that witneſſe of his paſt felicities, and of the change of his preſent fortune. When 
he had held them a while fixt upon the ground, on a ſudden lifting them up to that 
glorious Star. Divi#ity of Perſia (cryed he) # ir poſſible thou ſhouldſt appear Wwith- 
out a Cloud, and that thott ſhouldſt wear no mourning for thy moſt illuſtrious Adrers, 
and fy the moſt worthy perſons thou ever ſhinedſt upon ? Art thou then alone nnſeuſible, 
and diſ-intereſſed in theſe ſtrange revolutions, #n which the whole world is ſo much con- 
teri'd? Omwbata viſeble mark of thy Divinity, is this impaſſible nature of thine, in this 
encounter! And hovy powerfully does rhe inconſtancy of our eſtate, and the immittabili- 
ty of thine, perſW.de thoſe that are leaſt touch'd With ſeriſe of Religion, that thou art ri- 
ally a God | 

He reaſoned thus with himſelf, ahd walking ſoftly under the Trees, he ſtrove by 
Diſcourſes of the ſame nature, toengage in his fortune, all the obje&s that preſeri» 
ted rhemſelves unto his ſight. Then after thoſe firſt motions,which made hitn blind- 
ly talk to things inſeuſthle, he made a long reflexion upon all the paſt accidents of his 
life, afd running lightly over the firſt of them, he ſtuck upon the laſt with ſo thrich 
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rief and reſentment, that the remembrance of his misfortunes was like to have made 
im loſe a lite which his misfortunes themſelves had not taken away. His deep my- 
ſing, led him before he was aware, near the River ſide, and when he thought leaſt of 
any ſuch thing, he ſaw himſelf cloſe by a man , who had newly alighted under thoſe 
Trees,and who having left his horſe with a Squire that waited on him, walked up and 
down with an intention like to his. This encounter made Lyſimachw lift up his eyes, 
and fixing them uponthe Strangers face, he in it obſerved ſuch admirable features, as 
made him remember he had ſeen him ſome where elſe. This thought cauſing him to 
look earneſtly upon him, hequickly knew it was the ſame Stranger, whom he had 
met at the Temple of Apollo, with whom he had long diſcourſed , and with whom 
the Oracle had been confuſedly pronounced to him. This Stranger who had dearly 
preſerv'd the Idea of Lyfmachus, knew hirs alfo as eaſily, and having accoſted him 
very civilly, they embraced each other with much affetion, and ſhewed as much joy 
for that unexpected meeting, as the remembrance of their misfortunes would ſuffer 
them. They renewed their kindneſles many times, with as great demonſtrations of 
friendſhip, as if theirs had been eſtabliſhed many years, ſo ſtrong are the charms of 
vertue to make it ſelf be loved, and ſo eafily do thoſe perſons that bear its marks di. 
cern one another, and ſeparate themſelves from the common, by that powerful cha 
racterit hath imprinted on them. Lyſrmachw after ſome words of civility, ſpoke thus 
unto the Stranger: I know not, Sir, what fortune detains you ſtill in theſe parts,Which[ 
thought you had forſaken, but whatſoever it be, *tis a great advantage to me, ſince| 
thereby reap a bappineſſe,which I hoped not for, and which I receive as a moſt eſpecial 
favour from the Heavens. 

The Stranger obliged by theſe civilities replyed, © If at our firſt encounter, the 
* company of a man,whoſe misfortunes have made him of a very unpleafing humour, 
* had been to beendured,I would not have left you ; and whatloever neceſlity of af- 
* fairs had called meother where, I would have deferred the execution of them rather 
* then have parted from ſo vertuous perſon. 

T his good opinion you expreſſe, (anſwered Lyſimachmns) is ſo glorious to me, that if 
you have it really, 1 eſteem my ſelf exceeding happy, and exceeding well recompenced f 
the ſtrong paſſion | have to honour you, both through my knowledge of your worth, and 
through a moſt powerful inclination. After thele paſſages, and many others of like 
nature, the Stranger willing to give Lyſmachwus an account of his abode in that Cour 
trey, * The cauſe (ſaid hee) of my ſtay upon the banks of this River, is without 
* doubt the ſame that retains you alſo, and the command we received together from 
* the Gods,to wait their pleaſure upon the banks of Exphrates , keeps me ſtill herein 
© ſome hope,that their goodneſle to me is not abſolutely extinguiſhed. 

May the ſame Gods, (replyed Lyſimachus) whom you ſerve ſo religiouſly, and whit 
part you took ſo zealouſly at our laſt meeting, make your fortune equall to your vertl, 
and | proteſt to you by thoſe Powers themſelves , my heart will then be as truly touch's 
with a paſſion whereof 1 no longer thought it capable,as it could be by the recovery of thi 
happineſſes I have loſk, The Stranger highly obliged by the Cabs of this Di 
courſe, caſting his arm about Lyſmachus his neck made anſwer, *You know mee 6 
* little, that I cannot but blame your goodnefle, which makes you ſo eaſily grant your 
* friendſhip to one that has not deſerved it,and who could not juſtly hope for it, but 
© by the knowledge (which you cannot yet have) of that which he really bearsto 
* you. 

*T is true,(ſaid Lyſimachus) 1 am yet ignorant of your name #nd birth, but your wv 
te diſcovers it ſelf by ſuch viſible marks, and the Gods have accompanied it With ſo me 
ny graces of nature, that I cannot be accuſed of lightneſſe for having given my ſelf entirt- 
ly to you, Without requiring a more particular knowledge of what you are ; not but rhit 
the intereſt 1 noW taks in you makes me long infinitly to learn a name which muſt need: be 
wery famous,but I will always regulate my defires,according to the will of thoſe that att 
ſo conſiderable to me as your (elf, and 1 will never exatt proefs of friendſhip from 
friends,which may either be troubleſome, or prejudicial to them. | 
The Stranger coming out of a little Study,in which this Diſcourſe had buried L- 
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lifted up his head,and looking upon Lyſmachws, © Your fatisfation (ſaid he) ſhall 
t ever be ſo dear to me, that 1 can receive no trouble by being made acquainted with 
* your deſires, and though indeed ſince I came into this Countrey, I never diſcovered 
| *my ſelf roany body, I ſhall make no difficulty for your ſake, to break a reſolution I 
© had taken only for ſuch as are leſſe conſiderable to me then your ſelf. I was born 
*in one of the Provinces, which heretofore were ſubject to Darizs , of parents very 
© noble;but very unfortunate ; force and invaſion having made them loſe the Crowns 
* their Anceſtors had worn, my name hath gone ſo little out of thoſe Countries where 
*I have paſs'd my days, thart I believe it hath not yet reach'd your ears, and I know 
{1 ſhall learn you nothing of my life, when I ſhall tell you I am cald Arſaces. The 
| Stranger would have gone on, when Lyſimachw interrupting him at the name of Ay- 
ſaces, What ? (ſaid he,ſtepping backa little, and looking intentively upon him) Are 
* you that valiant Arſaces , Whoſe name reſounded ſo loudly through all Europe, who de- 
| feared Arimbas with his Forces , and reſtored peace to Scythia by ſo many ſignal vi- 
tories ? 

The Stranger ſhewing ſome aſtoniſhment at this diſcourſe , anſwered Lyſimachus 
; very modeſtly, * I did not believe that aRions of ſo ſmall moment as mine are , had 
*croſs'd the Countries which ſeparate us from thoſe where they were done ; but ſince 
* notwithſtanding the ſleightnefle of them, they have come unto your hearing, I will 
* confeſle to you, I am that ſame eArſaces, who had the honour to command the 
| *King of Scythia's Army, when Arimbasentred upon his Territories, and when the 
*juſtice of his cauſe, gave us the victory over him. | 
| Lyſmachws at this Diſcourſe embracing him with great affeRtion, 7 eaſily gneſſed, 
| (faid he) that ſome illuſtrious perſon, was hid under ſo handſome an ontſide, and what we 
bave heard of your marvellous attions, has ſuch conformity with thoſe marks of greatneſſe 
which ſhine viſibly in you, that the ſight of you ſtrongly perf? wades me to believe all that hath 
been told me concerning them. 

Arſaces was going to reply to theſe words, with a like civility,when he was hindred 
by a noiſe, which made them turn their heads,and caſting their eyes towards that (ide 
where they had heard it, they ſaw a Cavalier of a more then ordinary ſtature, armed 
all points, who came riding toward them full ſpeed. How great ſoever his haſt 
kemed to be, by the diligence he uſed, and by the ſwiftneſſe of his horſe, he made 
a ſtop when he came nearthem, and addreſſing himſelf ro Arſaces his Squire , asked 
tim the way to Babylon ; and the Squire having ſhewed it him , he ſpurr'd on at the 
lame rate as before, and was a great way from them in a moment. The Beaver of 
bis Helmet was up, and Lyſmachus having had time to obſerve his face, ſaw that he 
was a man of very good preſence. But eA-ſaces had ſcarce-caſt his eye upon him, 
when knowing him by the ſtrong 7dea, which was ingraven in his heart, he changed 
| colour twice or thrice in an inſtant, and by a general trembling ſhewed the greatneſs 
| of his aſtoniſhment and ſurpriſe ; but getting ſuddenly out of ir, by reaſon of the 

neceſſity that forced him to ſhake it off, Great Gods ! (cryed he, very — )behold 
| the beginning of the performance of your promiſes\\With theſe words,calling for his horſe 
and Cask he hardly allowed himſelf time to take leave of Lyſimachus, and beſeeching 
him in a few words to pardon the important neceſſity which conſtrain'd him to leave 
him for a while, he buckled his Cask, and vaulting upon his horſe, gave a looſe in the 
track of him that was paſt by, with ſo much ſpeed and fury, that though the other 
was already a great way off, he was not out of hope to overtake him. Lyſimachmus 
was ſo farpris's at his precipitate departure, that he had not the leiſure to offer him 
his aſſiſtance, and beinga foot, and unarm'd, he knew he was notin a —_— to 
follow him, wherefore judging that though he ſhould return unto Polemons houſe to 
furniſh himſelf, he could not be able to reach them who made away ſo ſwiftly , hee 
ſtood ſtill with his arms a croſſe, and quickly looſing them in the'duſt that roſe from 
their Horſes feet, he was very ſenſibly troubled at that accident. The figbt and 
knowledge of Arſaces,had produced in Lim a moſt powerful effe&t, and having vowed 
him a firm andreal friendſhip, he was much grieved at ſo ſudden a ſeparation. This hin- 
dred him from walking there any longer, ſo be return'd into the houſe, meaning _ 

re 
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tell his encounter to Oroondares, With this delign,and that of ſeeing him,he wentin. 
to his Chamber, where he found him in reaſonable good health, and Amintu aſſured 
him that within a few days he would be able to leave his bed. LZy/imachzs drayi 
near unto him;bade him good morrow with his wonted affection , and atter hayins 
enquired how he did, he related to him his encounter with «A-{aces , and ſpoke of 
him in tearms which diſcovered the ardent friendſhip, he already had conceived to. 
ward him. Oroondates was ſurpriſed at that adventure, and thinking upon the oh. 
gations his Country had unto that man, he wiſh'd himſelf in a condition to ſeri 
him in his affairs, 

He asked Lyſimachis many queſtions concerning him , and ſeeing with whar prii 
ſes he extolled his good qualities; he ſaid to hyn with a forced ſmile , 1f all rhat hary 
feen,and conver(ed With Arſaces in Scythia; ſpoke not of him as you doe, and publiſhed 
not thoſe wonders of him which you have obſerved, 1 ſhould be jealous of the friendſhip 70 
expreſſe toward him, fearing it might perchance makg me loſe a part of that you have jr. 
miſcd me; but truly I have heard ſo much good of him, that 1 think not that ſtrange, | 
have heard from you. 1 knoW not what occaſion can have brought him into theſe Conn 
tries, nor which way he has eſcaped out of the impriſonment wherein he was detain'd by th 
King my Father ; bur [ receive ſome conſolation, in this beginning which the Gods hay 
given to the accompliſhment of their promiſes ; By his encounter of that Stranger, aftr 
Whom he made ſuch haſte, he conceives that {they are working his repoſe, ana you know the 
Gods promiſed it us together , and that they declared their wils and intentton.s ro by the 
ſame Oracle. 

* Thope you will quickly be able (replyed Lyſmachws) to aſſiſt in it your (elf, ani 
* the health they are now reſtoring you, is a great ſtep to what we wait for from the 
* Heavens. In the mean time 1 will inſtru you in the condition our Enemies are, 
* and after your knowledpe of that,we will conſider what courſe we ſhould take inou 
* revenge. 1 net only deſire that information from you (anſwered Oroondates) but if yu 
remember the promiſe you made me, demand the recital of your adventures, Which you ar 
engaged to, both by your Word, and by the intereſt I rakg in all that concerns you , ſine 
beſides that which friendſhip gives me in yours, my on are likewiſe intermingled wit 
them,and I from you may learn ſome particulars of my Princeſſes life, which hitherto han 
never been Weli known to me. 

* I am willing to obey you, (replyed Ly/imachws) and though this Diſcourſe he 
* moſt ſenſible renewing of my griets, I will ſtrive to bear it both to give you fat. 
*faRion, and to acquaint you with things, which itis very juſt you ſhould know. At 
theſe words he made a ſtop, and being fate down upon the bedſide , after having 
thought a while upon what he had to ſay, he began his Story on this manner ; 


The Hiſtory of 
LYSIMACHYU S: 


A Lthough my birth perhaps is not unknown to you, I will tell you, not only that 
L£ X Iam borna Prince among the Macedonians, he that I am of the ſame bloud 
with deceaſed eAlexander, that Philip his Father, and Amintas who was mine, were 
Couſen Germans, and that my Grandfather wore the Crown, which by right of & 
derſhip omeny upon Philips Father. . I will not entertain you with the particulars 
of an infancy, which had nothing conſiderable but my education with Alexander 
The rank I held in Macedonia, as one of the neareſt to the Crown, obliged King Phi- 
lip to cauſe me to be bred up with his ſori ; and Prince Aminras my Father, contrib 
ted all that depended on him, to repair my defects of nature; by the induſtry of tht 
Maſters he provided for me. 1 was five or fix years younger then Alexander, which 
hindred me from hearing the LeQtures of Ariſtotle the Philoſopher ; under who! 
he had already profited very much, before I had reaſon and folidity enough ro draw 

any 
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any benefit from the inſtructions of that learned man : Burt in requital the wiſe Cal- 
liſtener, rook care to read to ine, and us'd his endeavoursto form my manners accor- 
ding to vertue and to the true Philoſophy , whereby if I was not bettered , I ought 
only to accuſe the perverſity of mine own nature, The ſame care was taken, to make 
me expert in all exerciſes of the _y and 1 may ſay without vanity; that with facili- 
ry enough, I learn'd all things fit and neceſlacy for a perſon of my quality. I was nor 
above fourteen years old, when Philip took me with him to the ttege of Bizantizm, 
where Alexander ſerved his Apprentiſhip, under the moſt prudent, anc moſt politique 
Commander of all thoſe that were before his time, and I was not above ſixteen when 
I departed with him, to bear him company in his Expeditiohs. My Father was dead 
a few moneths before, and though my kindred us'd ſome endeavours to keep me ſtill 
with them; my love to the King, and the deſire of glory, which begah already to be 
kindled in my heart, carried it from all their intreaties, and conſiderations of my 
youth, which was the only cauſe of all their apprehenſions. I left Aſacedonia then 
with the King, who as young as I was, made ſome account of me, and had already 
put me in the rank of Ptolomens, Hepheſtion, Craterus, and of thoſe other Princes who 
were moſt dear, and moſt conſiderable to him. Since it is an abridgement of my life 
alone which you require, you will diſpence with me if I relate not that of Alexander, 
with which mine has always been interwoven; and beſides not thitiking it neceſſary to 
repeatthe leſſe remarkable particularities, I will paſſe over all events that hapned to 
me before that fatal hower, wherein I begari to love. And I may aſſure you with 
truth; that at that unhappy moment, I began a new life, and that the importance of 
thoſe accidents, which have befallen me ſince, hath blotted out of my remembrance 
all chat my heart was able to feel in a condition of indifferency, and tranquillicy, I 
will not therefore ſay any thing of Alexanders progreſle in Greece , of the Siege of 
Thebes, nor of the defeat of the T riballians, which were the beginnings of our Con- 
queſts. 'Neicher will I entertain you with our pallage into eAſa , nor the famous 


| Battel of Graxicus, where the King, with ſo much danger of his own perſon, gave 


ſo many proofs of an admirable valour. You have ſufficiently learn'd his marvellous 
luccefles, after that notable Viory, the taking of all the Towns upon the Sea (ide, 
bs proceedings upon the Coaſt of Pamphilia, the Conqueſt of Phrygia, of the Py- 
þ4ans,and of {appadecia in lefſe time, then others would have nb, to ruri through 
them, and the reſt of thoſe paſſages which we related to you , during your ſtay .at 
Bir{a, until that bloody battel of 7ſſz, where your ſelf did things that ought never 
to periſh in the memory of man, the greatneſſe of which actions did in ſome ſort 
make amends for the cowardiſe of ſo many thouſands, whom ſo glorious an example 
could not animate to their own defence. It was that fatal day I was a loſer as well 
35 Darixs, and being of the victorious party, was perchance the only man who was 
conquered, and the only man who lamented his misfortune, while the whole Camp 
relounded with ſongs of triumph and rejoyring. 

After a thouſand ſpectacles of deſolation and cruelty , which uſually accompany 
defeats of that nature; the Sun was beginning to declitie, when being engaged with 
a thouſand horſe which 1 commanded,'in the purſuic of, certain Perſians, by. whoſe 
refiſtance we were exaſperated, chanced to meet Parmenio, returning into the Camp, 
with the Queens and Princeſſes of Per/;a priſoners. This prize began already to be 
divulged there, arid the confirmation 1 received of it by this encounter, | touched me 
for that time only with compaſſion, and with ſome conſiderations of humane miſery 
upon occaſion of ſo remarkable an example. Parmenioreſpeted me enough, to give 
me liberty to draw near the Chariotsin which they were, I was invited to it by cu- 
riolity; ' and by the: deſire of doing ſuch ſervices to thoſe illuſtrious perſons in their 
misfortunes, as their preſent condition could expeR from one of my quality. Thoſe 
that were about the Chariots made way for me to come up to them ; and when I was 
neer enough to be taken notice of by the Queens, and Princeſſes, 1 ſaluted them with 


all the humility, which the greatneſle of their birth could require fromthe meaneſt of 
their ſubje&s, They return'd my falutation,and I conſidering their faces; obſerved 
inthe countenance of the Queens, and patticularly of Syſigambzs ; more COMO: 

| | then 
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then the change of their fortune ought in probability to have allowed them. Thy 
great Queen ſeemed to have received that blow from Heaven without being moye 
at it, but the Princeſſes in whom age had not yet ſettled that firmneſle of minde, & 
preſſed their griefs morefreely, and by their tears which ran down from their fair 
eyes,conform'd themſelves to the ſtate of their preſent condition. This obje& toy. 
cled me with a compaſſion which it was impoſſible for me to diſſemble any lo 
and receiving the impreſſion of that deſolation which appeared in them, I had no troy, 
ble to compoſe my countenance to ſuch a ſadneſle as decency required in that occal. 
on. I thought my ſelf engaged to try if I could ſweeten their ſorrows by ſome work 
of conſolation, and make them judge by the opinion I ſhould give them of the ff 
Macedonians they met withal, that they were not fallen into the hands of barbaroy 
people, and that their Captivity ſhould not bee ſo difficult to bee born, as they per. 
chance had apprehended. 

For this purpoſe, drawing neer to Queen Syſigambs.,I ſpoke to her in the Perfu 
Tongue which I had learnt in Macedonia, and which I had perfeRted fince my coming 
into Perſia; Madam, (ſaid 1, riding along by her Chariot,and bowing downt 
reſpe&,to the very ſaddle bow) if your Mazeſty will vonchſafe to hearken to thoſe whin 
their duty, and the misfortunes of War have made Enemies to your family, and Wh 
theſe cruel reaſons have contributed to your unhappineſſe, 1 ſhall conjure you , not to 
prehend your Captivity otherWiſe then by the abſence of your friends, to believe, my 
that inconveniency ſhall make you finde you are a priſoner ; 1 am ſufficiently acquainel 
with the Kings vertue,to give you this aſſnrance 0n bus behalf, and 1have conversdenug 
»with the Macedonians, to je a you alſo that the preſence of your Majeſties will in 
print a great reſpett in their hearts and give you the ſame authority among them a am 
the Perſ1ans. 

The Queen having inform'd her ſelf of my quality by ſome of them that were abot 
her, or having conjectured it by the honours they paid me, turning toward mee with 
much civility replyed ; * If among the Macedonians we finde many like your ſelf, ox 
* Captivity will be much more ſupportable then we hoped for , and if fortune reſtor 
* us not that liberty ſhe hath deprived us of, we will endeavour to ſweeten the loſled 
* it, by the hope of ſuch uſage as is wont to be received from vertuous perſons. Ico- 
feſſeto you that while Sy/;0ambs ſpoke on this manner, my conſtancy was leſle tha 
hers, and that though "4 nn forth theſe words without tears, *twas not with 
our great difficulty that I withheld mine. 

After ſome diſcourſes of the ſame nature, which I had with the Queen her daugh 
ter in law, leaving Parmenio to entertain them, I went to the Chariot of the Prince 
ſes; the luſtre of their admirable beauty dazeled me art firſt, and ſorrow appeared 
their countenances with ſo many charms, and ſo many advantages, that they ſeemel 
to have borrowed an extraordinary addition from it. The Princeſlſe Statirg's right 
arm lay upon her ſiſters ſhoulder, and the Princeſle Pari/ats leaning one of her cher 


| againſt Srarira's face, their tears mixt themſelves confuledly with ſuch a grace, thatia 


that amiable diſorder , wherein love ons with pity , ſadneſſe appearedinis 
chiefeſt triumph z their necks were almoſt quite uncovered, rather through theinje- 

y which in the violence of their grief, their tair hands had done their apparel, then 
through any affected deſire, to ſet forth their excellent beauties to our view ; ther 
hair by the ſame violence was half untied, flowing upon their cheeks and ſhoulder; 


| and the brightneſſe of Pari/ats's treſles, mingled it ſelf in the blackneſle of Sratird', 


with ſuch a pleaſing confuſion, that the eye of the minde loſt it ſelf in the care of wr 
mixing them.They did not ſo much as caſt an eye upon any objeR about them, buth- 
miting their looks to one another, ſeemed wholly taken up in the conſideration of thet 
diſaſters. The little heed they took of me, gave me liberty to obſerve them carefully, 
and conſidering them as then , onely with eyes of admiration and reſpe& , though] 
found ſomthing extraordinary within my ſelf, yet did I fertle no judgement, nor frame 


; any delign, only I inferr'd by what fell under my, ſenſe, that thoſe two fair afflied 


Ladies, were the two moſt beautiful perſons that ever the Gods created. I rode 4 
long time by the ſide of their Chariox, before they deigned to caſt their eyes upos yr 
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and aſſoon as ever they turned them toward me,I ſaluted them with the ſame ſubm iNi- 
on I had ſhewed unto the Queens ; but they return'd my falutation, with ſo langui- 
ſhing a faſhion, and put themſelves again in their former poſture, with ſo little likeli. 
hood of taking farther notice of me, that I had not the conrage to ſpeak to them; 
and interrupt their ſilent entertainment. 

We march'd on thus, till we came to the entry of out Camp, and though the day 

was ſo far ſpent, that there was hardly light enough left to diſcern any thing , the 
firſt obje that preſented it ſelf unto their ſight, redoubled their grief with ſo great 
violence, that we believ'd it would have killed chem; it was King Darims his Chariot 
which he had quitted,retiring himſelf, with his bow , and part of his arms. This 
ſight perſwaded the Princeſſes he was dead, and then it was they fill'd the aire with 
Funeral cties, aud ſuch ſad proans, that the moſt batbarous of our ſoldiers, were 
thereby deeply touch'd with compaſſion; they pronounc'd Darins his namealoud,and 
forth imprecations againſt us, which made us judge that this laſt afition proceeded 
ſent from ſome other cauſ then a Caprtivity,which they began already to ſupport with 
more moderation. I addreſſed my ſelf to one of their women, and asking her the 
reaſon of thoſe new lamentations, I learn'd that they were caus'd onely by the meet- 
ing of that Chariot, and by their belief that the Maſter of it had periſh'd with his 
Forces. I was deſirous to free them from that fear, and being confident Darims was 
neither ſlain, nor priſoner, and that he had left his Chariot only to ſave himſelf on 
horſeback ; I ſuffered them no longer to continue in that apprehenſion , wherefore 
drawing neer the Princeſle Pari/atzs, and having often beleeched her to hear mee; 
Madam, (laid I) He whoſe loſſe you bewail, is in ſafety , and I proteſt to you with 
truth, that King Darius zs neither dead, nor priſoner. 
The Princeſſes ſettled themſelves a little at theſe words, and Pariſats looking up- 
on me, with eyes wherein through grief, one might ſee ſonie beams of joy break 
forth, *Whoſoever you are (ai ſhe) that comforts us in our aſflictions, with this 
"welcome news, may the Gods be pleaſed to recompence you for it, but I beſeech you 
"Aatter not our ſorrows by a deceipt which would only ſerve to prolong ,. and aggra- 
'ate them. She ſpake theſe words with ſuch a grace and Majeſty, that from thar fa- 
ulmoment, I felt ſuch inward motions, as compaſſion alone could not ſtir upin my 
beart, and deſiring to draw her out of that doubt wherein ſhe ſtill remained, Par. 
menio and I confirm'd what I had ſaid, with ſo many proteſtations , that their fear 
degan to vaniſh, and their cries to ceaſe. 

In the mean time they alighted from theit Chariots, and Parmenio conduing 
them inito certain Tents, where he continued to guard them , 1 went to wait upon 
the King, and give him account of ſo important a prize z | found him in Dariz this 
Tent, and in the Bath which that King had cauſed to be prepared to waſh himſelf af-. 
terthe Battel, but Alexander filed his room, and having from me learnt the arrival ; 
of the priſoners, he commanded Leonatus to go and viſit them from him, and encous- | 
rage them to hope for all manner of civility,and good uſage ; rhen giving us leave to 
withdraw and refreſh our ſelves after the toils we had undergone , every one retired 
unto his Tent to take his reſt, When I was iri bed, the paſſages of the day came into 
my memory, and calling to mind the face, and words of Pariſars, Ifound ſomthing 
about my heart, which I was not wont to feel, and was troubled with diſquiets of 
which I had never been ſenſible before. Beſides the effe& which her face had produ- 
ced in my ſoul, the ſweetneſſe of her words had penetrated intoit with ſo delight- 
ful a found, and her looks alſo had made ſo deep an imprefſlion there, that I perceiv'd 
my irclination to lean rather toward her, then the Princeſle her ſiſter. I ſpent part of 
the night in very pleaſing 1dea's, and my love not being yet ſtrong enough to tormenc 
me with any violence, ſtrove to deceive me, by diſguifing it ſelf under. the veil of 
compaſſion, till irs Forces were encreaſed to ſucha height , that it mighr declare it 
ſelf, with that tyranny, which ſince it hath praQtifed upon me. Not but that the 
Princeſſe Pariſatis was capable to ſtir up paſſions moſt violent even in theit very birth, 
but 1 had ſeen her ſo little, and till that day,had found o little diſpoſition in my heart; 
to torgo its liberty, that I think it not ſtrange if at that firſt moment, her beauty did 
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not ſettle ſo abſolute an Empire over it, as her admirable qualities have ſince eſtabliſh. 
ed there, for the remainder of my life. | | 

The next day, the King went to viſit them himſelf, and ſeeing me at his making 
ready in the morning with many others, Coxſen (ſaid he) ſince you are already knows 
to theſe Princeſſes, I mean you ſhall facilirate my acceſſe to them ; goe 1 pray you, and 
difþoſe them to ſuffer my viſit, and prepare them for the ſi ght of a man, to whom without 
queſtion they bear little friendſhip. 1 received this command very joyfully, and ſeeing 
thatthe King was almoſt ready to goe out of his Tent, I went to theirs, whither [ 
would not enter without being introduced by their command. Afſoon as I had oh. 
tained permiſſionto ſee them, 1 vvas led into the Chamber vvhere they vvere toge- 
ther,and having humbly ſaluted them, I acquainted them vvith the Kings comming, 
and the hm had given me. Sy/igambrs who vvas a vviſe diſcreet Princeſſe, re- 
ceived my Diſcourſe with much civility , and by her vvords exprefled a great ſenſe of 
the honour the King intended them. He came in preſently after, and brought He 
pheſtion with him, having our of reſpect left all the reſt of his attendants at the door, 
Hepheſtion-as you know, poſleſſed his heart moſt abſolutely, and certainly notwith- 
ſtanding what has paſſed between us, I muſt give this teſtimony to truth-, that the 
King amongſt all his Followers, could not have choſen a man more worthy of his 
favour; You have ſeen him enough to remember that he was perfe&tly well faſhio- 
ned, and that in valour, wit, and gracefulneſſe, he yeilded to none among all the Mz 
cedonians ; he had a great dexterity in managing the Kings will, and uſed his for. 
rune with him ſo well, that it was never ſhaken. His ſtature being taller, and his 
garb more Majeſtick, then eAlexanders; Syſgambr at firſt took him to be the King, 
and caſting her ſelf at his feet, paid him what the believ'd was due from a Captive to 
her Conqueror, and her Maſter ; but Hepheſtion ſtepping back yvith a great deal of 
modeſty, ſhewed her the King,and by his ation made her perceive her miſtake, Sy/- 
gambis thought ſhe had committed a very great error, and to obtain the Kings par- 
don for it, kneeled down again vvith her daughters, beſeeching him to excuſe the ig- 
norance of a vvoman, vvho had never had the happineſle to fee him. Alexander rar 
ſing her up vvith much reſpe&t, you Were nor at all deceived Madam, (aid he) for be 
indeed is my ſecond ſelf. 

After that he comforted her vvith the kindeſt vvords civility and generoſity could 
furniſh him withal, and by aſſurances of the ſame uſage ſhe could receive from Dar- 
uw. Their grief vvas ſomething abated by that hope, and the King vvho vvouldnoi 
make his frf viſit too nd his promiſes again, and vvent out of their Tent, 
leaving them as well ſatisfied 3s they could be intheir misfortune. He kept his worl 
exactly vyhich he had given them, and from that very day gave order to ſettle ther 
houſhold again according to the greatnefle of their quality, to furniſh chem with 
thoſe Othicers they vvanted, and vvith guards for their perſons, reſtoring them all 
that ſplendor which their Captivity ſeem'd to have taken away. In this interim my 
condition vvas very much changed, and that ſecond ſight of *Pari/atis, had fo veak 
ned my heart, that it vvas no longer able to defend it ſelf , nor to avoid thoſe mortal 
vvounds, vvhich it hath ſo dearly conſerved, and vvhereof it neither can nor vvil 
be cured but by the end of my life alone. Sorrow appeared ſo charming in the coun: 
tenance of that fair proſtrate Lady, and her eyes though full of vvater, threw ſuch 
ery, piercing darts at me, that being quite ſurcharged vvith love and compaſſion, | 
vvent forth vvith the King in ſuch a perplexity, that I had much adoe to know vyhett 
I vvas. When I vyas gotren into my Tent, her /dea came yet more ſtrongly intomy 
remembrance, and notwithſtanding all the attempts I made to blot it out, my paſſion 
being vvhetted by that ditticulty, aſſaulted me vvith greater violence, and-ſeem'd toil: 
fame it ſelf vvith anger, at the reſiſtance I made againſt an affection that vvas ſo glo- 
rious to me. Doeſt thou defend thy ſelf ſo obſtinately (ſaid Love) againſt the bean 
Patifatis, and muſt the moſt accompliſhed of all creatures have ſo much adoe to mitt 
duce her ſelf into thy heart ? Doeſt thou think, thon canſt owe thy liberty , for which 
thou ſtruggleſt ſo undecently, to a more fair or more illuſtrious perſon ? Or doeſt rhob 
believe thou ſbouldſt doe a mean ation, unWorthy of thy caurage, if thaw ſnouldſt "_ 
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vp thy arms to the greateſt, and moſt perfeft P rinceſſe in the world ? © | 

Thus Love argued to compleat his ViRory, but Reaſon replied thus in my defence , 
*That which thou alledgeſt, O Love! vvere powerful enough to procure thy. entrance 
{into a ſoul leſs capable of.thy impreſſions;but thoſe ſame advantages which make Pa- 
* i[ati3 worthy to be adored, do likewiſe ſettle a deſpair in us, vvhich is the cauſe vyhy 
© ve oppoſe thy birth. Fortune has not enriched me vvith Crowns, which he ought ne- 
«© ceſſarily to wear, who ſhall dare to declare his affettions to the daughter of the grea. 
© teſt King upon Earth 5 neither has nature endowed me vvith qualities to vvin the 
© love of the moſt accompliſhed of all creatures. True it is, ( continued I, raking 
* part vvith my Reaſon) that it vyould be a ſtrange preſumption, tv raiſe my. thoughts 
© to her, who juſtly might diſdain even eA/exander himſelf, as victorious as he is ; 
| and who with truth, believes ſhe may bvaſt to have noequal in the world , unleſſe 
« her ſiſter may Uifpute that advantage with her ; bur cough the Gods had raiſed me 
*to as high a pitch of greatheſſe as that of Darizs, it is not probable his daughters 
ſhould be reſerv'd for his moſt morrall enemyes. 

By cheſe conſiderations I ſtrove to hinder Love frym entring, but my arguments 
were too weake , and notwithſtanding all my endeavours to keep it out, either by the 
remembrance dof Pariſ/ari:'s birth, or by the thought of that hatred, which it was likely 
the houſe of Darizs bore to all Alexanders patty, I did but vainly bppoſe its forces, 
and the power of my deſtiny. In ſhort, I began to love, but to love with fo much 
violence, thatno affection ſettled with length of time, did ever torment a foul with 
more vehemenece:- then mine expreſſed even in its very birth, Alas ! when theſe firſt 
thoughts return intomy mind, and that I refle&t upon the beginnings of my Love, I 
finde how much reaſon I had irideed to reſiſt it; and how great an obligation I had to 
my good Genius, which to withdraw me from that paſſion ſo fatal ro my repoſe, did 
tharitably repreſent unt6 me all thoſe evils, which I ſince have felt. In the mean 
time I lov'd, a8 I have already told you, but I loved with ſo much ſilence and diſcre+ 
tion, and with ſuch power over my tongue and actions, that it was hard forthe moſt 
intereſſed perſons, to finde any other alteration in me then that of my countenance, 
And truly my affection ſertled it ſelf with ſo much reſpect, that for a long time I con- 
fidered Pariſatis as a Divinity,to whom I ought to pay my vows,no otherwiſe then as 
acorationsand ſacrifices ; having formm'd ſo high an /dea unto my ſelf, that I believ'd 
the whole Earth was infinitly below her. I had the happineſs to ſee her oftentimes 
with the Queens;and the Princeſſe her {iſter, and the acquaintance I had made with 
them the day they were taken, added to many petty ſervices, which in their misfortune 
1 did them with much diligence and affection, gave me a freer acceſle to them, then 
all tlie other Princes of eAlexanders Court. | 

It is true, that my quality afforded me ſome advantage above many of them, and 
though my youth exempted me from many Offices, which their age was more capable 
of then tine; yet was I conſidered in the Court as one of the neareſt ro the Crown, 
and among thoſe Illu{trious Princeſſes, as he who of all the Princes was moſt ſubmiſ- 
ſive tothem, and who moſt ardently ſought the occaſions to lefſen their misfortune 

by all mariner of ſervice and good othices ; the tondition they were in preſerited op- 
portur.ities every day,cither intheir own perſons, or ſome belonging to them, and I 
Jaid hoid of them with ſo much joy, thatinthe end I obliged them allto ſome particu- 
lar good will toward me. Ithitk Hepheſtions love took birth aſſoon as mine; but 
though the Kings favour gave him great advantages; he abuſed them not of a long 
time, and conſidering how much Pariſatis was above him though a Captive, he looks 
ed upon her always with the ſame reſpe&t, ſhe could have required from him in the 
Coutr of the King her Father. He viſited her very often, and the power be had with 
the King, 'giving him a thouſand means to oblige thoſe illuſtrious Captives; made 
his Company the more conſiderable ro them, | | 
We wete at the Siege of Marathon, when the King receiv'd Darizs his firſt Let- 
ters by the hands of Mythyanes, you know what they contain'd , and the. Anſwet 
which «Alexander teturn'd* but I will tell you that he was exaſperated not onely by 
the tearms of that Letter, which truly were too im:perions for one making a _—_ 
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but alſo by the ſuperſcription which Darizs wrote to him as to a private perſon, with- 
out giving him the Title of King. eAlexander was ſo incenſed at it, that he refy- 
ſed all he deſired of him, and ſo the Princeſſes loſt the hope of liberty for that time 
I would not carry them that unwelcome news, but I was there when Mythranes ha- 
ving had permiſlion to wait upon them before his departure, came to tell it them 
himſelf. They receiv'd it with much trouble, but alſo with much moderation, and 
the Queens keeping themſelves within the bounds of their ordinary conſtancy, per. 
mitted rhe young Princeſſes to deplore their Captivity with ſome tears. I had much 
adoe to forbear accompanying theirs with mine, and I gave them ſo many teſtimo- 
nies of the ſhare I took in their ſorrow, that they thereby received no. (light marks 
of my affetion. Drawing near to the Princeſle Pariſats, who fate upon a Chair 
with an handkerchief wiping away the tears which fell from her fair eyes, AMadem 
(ſaid 1) the Gods are my Witneſſes, that the honour of your fight, is more precious to me. 
then the Empire of Alia, and that 1 cannot defire your liberty , withour making wiſhes A 
gainſt mine oWwn happineſſe, bnt thoſe ſame Gods will alſo refb e for me, that 1 would nn 
only forſake mine own intereſts,to reſtore it you, but that I would give my life with joy, if 
the lofſe of it could be any Way advantageous to you. 

The Princeſs thinking her ſelf obliged by this Diſcourſe , took the handkerchief 
from her eyes, and turning them toward me with an air, which as ſad as it was, ex- 
preſſed her acknowledgement, replyed ; © Ly/imachw, theſe are the efte&ts of your 
* ordinary generofity,and your compaſlion of our deplorable deſtiny, puts thoughts in. 
* to your mind, which are indeed worthy of you ; 1 know not what fatisfaQtion you 
* can draw from the fight of miſerable afflied creatures, but I may truly aſſure you 
© both for the Queens, and for our ſelves, that in our misfortunes your conſolation 
* is dear to us, and your perſon moſt conſiderable. 

I had a fair occaſion enough to diſcover my ſelf abſolutely, and matter good & 
nough to ſpeak, but fear forbad me, and reſpeX tyed up my tongue , only allow- 
ing me to make this reply. -/ reap ſo great a glory from the honour you doe me, in ſuffe 
ring me, and ſeparating me from the number of your enemies, that if this felicity continue, 
1 will never envy the forrune of the moſt happy perſons upon Earth. 

Having ſaid thus, 1 drew near the Princeſs Sratira, endeavouring by the like dif- 
courſe to ſweeten the ſharpneſle of her grief; true itis, that ſorrow appear'd more 
lively in her, and now making reflex:on upon it, 1 beheve that beſides the misfor- 
runes of her Captivity, the thought of your abſence, or of your loſſe, was the 
greateſt part of her affliction ; ſhe never gave any reſpite to the deepneſſe of her 
melancholy, and how great care ſoever was taken to divert her,ſhe never was ſenſible 
of any of thoſe things, which perchance gave ſome abatement to the grief of the 
Queens, and of the Princeſle her ſiſter. After the taking of Aſarathon, we wentin- 
to Phenicia, and during all the Voiage, I had the happineſſe to march near their 
Chariots ; it is true, that _ of whoſediligence I began to be ſuſpicious , and 
many others with him, often Kept me company, but I had at leaſt my ſight free, and 
the preſence of my riyal,and of my companions,did not deprive me of a liberty, which 
I ſhould not have taken in the greateſt ſolitude. The fourth or fifth days march, 
while I was delighted in their converſation, and that by the abſence of Fepheſtion, 1 
poſſeſs'd my Princeſsa little more peaceably, Cleander (the moſt brutiſh of all men 
living, and he of whom Alexander ſince made uſe for the death of great Parmenio) 
having that day charge of the priſoners, and of the Baggage,came upto the Queens 
Chariots, and with inſolent words expreſſing his anger to ſee chem go ſo ſoftly, con 
manded the Charioteers to drive on faſter, 

This dif-reſpe& touch'd the Princeſſes very nearly, and reading their diſpleaſure 
in their countenances, I could not forbear blaming C/eanders carriage, and ſhowing 
him that ſuch perſons were to be us'd with greater reverence ; but that unmannerly 
fellow, after having replyed that I was too young to give him inſtructions, redoub- 
led his command, and not thinking himſelf readily enough obeyed , ſtruck the 
Queens Charioteer in their preſence, and one of their Eunuchs who would have ſaid 
ſomething in his juſtification, This action making the Princeſles ſee they on ally 
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Captives, aflited them ſo ſenſibly, that they could not diſſemble their diſcontent,and 
enflamed me with ſuch anger, that I loſt all conſideration and fear of diſpleaſing the 
King, and crying out to Cleazder to defend himſelf, I took a Javelin out of a foldi- 
ers hand, and ſpurring up my horſe dire&ly to him, aſſaulted him fo ſuddenly , that 
all he could doe, was to lift up his arm, and receive me with the point of Jus ; it glan- 
ced upon my arms without doing me any hurt, and the fury wherewith I precipitated 
my ſelf againſt him, hindring me from finding the defets of his Curaſſle, made my 
blow miſle of its effet, and my dart fly into five or ſixpieces, The tears which that 
affront had drawn from the eyes of my tair Princeſs, had ſo animated me, that with- 
out being moved by the cryes of thoſe who endeavoured to part us, I drew my 
ſword, and coming up to him again more enraged then before, after having receiv'd 
a ſecond ſtroak with his Javelin, * which gave me a light wound in tbe fide, 1 ran my 
ſword under his right arm, which finding free entrance to the very hilt, appear'd al- 
moſt all of it behind his ſhoulder ; the wound was not mortal, but yer ſo great,thar 
{leander fell among his horſes feet with very lictle ſtrength, and knowledge. I made 
a ſtop ſeeing him fall, but I could not forbear to ſay, Get thee gone into the other world 
thox inſolent fellow, to injure Queens and Privceſſes, and to teach thoſe Wbo are likg thee, 
that puniſhment us inſeparable from crimes of this vature. 

By his fall my fword remained ſtill in my hand,and putting it up into the ſcabbard, 
1 drew near to the Chariots and addreſſing my ſelf to Syſigambss, Madam, (aid 1) 
pardoa I beſcech you a raſbaeſſe full of irreverenge, in a man whoſaw himſelf wounded 1n 
the moſt ſenſible part of bis ſoul, and believe that if this rude fellows fault had beew of 4- 
rather zature, we wonld not have ended the quarrel in your preſence. 

Thoſe good Queens, and thoſe fair Princeſſes were ſo troubled at this accident,that 
they had much adoe to ſettle themſelves, and after a good white Sy/gambis anſwered 
me thus, © I generolity is great, but our injury was-not conliderable enough, 
*torequire ſuch violent remedies,and the offencewe xeceiv'd was.too lightto be repat- 
'red with the blood, and perhaps with the life .of ſuch a perſon, 

Though ſhe {aid thus to me, and that their goodneſs made them ſorry for Cleav- 
&;milchance, whom all believ'd to be moſt dangeroully wounded, yet did I never- 
tileſs perceive by their faces, they were not diſpleaſed with thatjaQion, and I found 
euſe to hope that proof I had given them of any,reſpet , and af the part I took 10 
their intereſt, would not be unprofitable-tome. Jn the mean time C/aonder Was.ca- 
fied away , and the noiſe of this accident being come tothe Kings car, and to all my 
frends, Prulomers, C raters, Philotas, Antigonts, Seleucts, Meleager,Palypercon,and 
all thoſe who had ſhewed any affeRion to mezcame and offered me all.the aliſtanges 
Icould expect from their friendſhip. Some of chem thonghr pet for me to.abſent 
my felf, and avoid the Kings anger for a time, while they laboured to make my 
peace , and that we ſaw what would become of {leaders wound ; But the reſt whoſe 
Qpinion | refolv'd upon, believ'd irbetter for me nat to ſtir from rhe Camp, and that 
my ation not being ill, I ought not to fear any thing,from-ſo juſt , and generous a 
Prince as Alexander. It hapned according,to their hopes, and.the,King)beipg infor- 
med of the truth , though Cleangers friends endeavgured to diſguiſeat, inſtead of 
blaming what I had done, condemned,Cleander, wnluch a way, as might-have made 
his friends afraid for him, if he had not been-puniſhed .enough 'for þis;faylt already-. 
The King excuſed it'to.the Queens himſelf, and ſatisfied them abſohnely'by .warcs 
which ſhewed how much he diſapproved that ation. Inthe meantime,we axrived at 
$540nand notwithſtanding my ſlight, wound.for which; never keptimy Glamber., 1 
had the happineſs to ſee 4 Princeſſes every day. When they ſlaw;me.alone,aod that 
they knew Cleanders recovery was.nat deſpaired of, the remembrance of what d had 
done for their ſakes coming into their minde . made them full of acknowledgement, 
and moved them to return me ſuch civil, obliging thanks, thautherehy I knew-well 
ingraticude findes.no, place in ſouls that.aretruly noble. But this acknowledgement 
= general amongſt them, and Pari/atis whom I was.deſjrous to.oblige to.a-particu» 
he 800d will, and to whom I every day gave.particular marks of. my.affection, catied 

erielf to me.as the Princeſle .her fiſter, and-not.taking notice with-how.great dili- 
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gence I tyed my ſelf to her ſervice, kept her ſelf ſtill within the limits of civility ag 
eſteem. 1 cannot better repreſent unto you the condition I was in, then by the de. 
ſcription eAraxes made to me of yours, when you were in the ſame tearms T he. 
came ſad;and melancholy like you, I avoided company, and the fociery of my frieng 
like you, and like you I loſt a good part of my health, and better looks. I came ty 
my Princeſle an hundred times with a firm refolution to diſcover tny felt, and to dy; 
by her command,and for the puniſhment of my temerity, rather then periſh languiſh 
ing, or inthe violence of a torment, which without being known would infalli 
bring me to my grave. But as often as I purpoſed that deſign, ſo often my ref 
made it vaniſh, and the preſence of Pariſati: diflipating all the courage I had | 
ſettled me again in my intention to die infilence, rather then offend her by a preſun- 
ptuous declaration. On this manner I paſg'd all the time we were at $:4o», arid al 
that we ſtaid at the ſiege of Tyre. Judge of my ſufferance by the length of my (. 
lence, and of the greatneſle of my reſpeR, by the violence I uſed upon my elf dutin; 
a whole year: The King, and all my friends,wondred at the alteration of my humg 
and countenance, they often ask*d me the reaſon of it, and I laid it upon ſome bodi 
indiſpoſition, without diſcovering the true cauſe. Prolomers the deareſt of all 
friends, us'd his utmoſt endeavors to finde it out, but though my moſt ſecret though 
had never been conceal'd from him, I then diſguis'd the truth to him, as well ast9 « 
thers, and of a long time he could not draw a true confeſſion from my mouth. 
After the ſiege of Tyre, the Ladies (as you know) were caried to the ſiege ofG+ 
24% there it was thatmy wounds =o worſe by the continual preſence of Pari/ati, 
and my deſpair alone, made me reſolve to bear the worſt events J could apprehend 
from —_— my ſelf, It was not without great conteſtations, and great dithtul. 
ties, J obrain'd that effe& from my courage ; but conſidering the miſerable conditian 
of my life, ] determin'd to hazard the remainder of it, to eſtabliſh a better; br lok 
that which ] only lingred out in pains, and torments that were inſupportable. With 
this deſign, coming one day into her Chamber,and finding her alone employedinthe 
reading of Homers Iliads which ſhe underſtood as well as her own language ; the 


' fearof diſturbing her,made me retire a little, but ſhe perceiv'd me, and laying down 


her Book npon the Table, call'd me back , andart the ſame time wiped hereyeshy 
reaſon of ſome tears which ran down along her cheeks: my apprehenſion of aty 
thing that concern'd her, moved meto ask the cauſe of her trouble ; but ſhe inſtatt, 
ly compoſed her countenance,and making a pleaſing ſmile ſucceed her tears , I cams 
conceal my weakneſſe from you, (ſaid ſhe) but muſt confeſſe, I Was nor able to read At- 
dromache's [amentarions for the loſs of her dear husband,without being touch'd Withem- 
paſſion, nor Without accompanying with mine,thoſe tears which probably ſhe ſhe4 pan thi 
Occaſnen. 

This difcourſe drawing a ſigh from the bottom of my heart, obliged me after agret 
confli& in my ſelf,to ſpeak to her on this manner: © ] cannot think (Madam) of thedd- 
* ferent cauſes, & different effects of pity, without reflefting upon my own misfortuns, 
< which ought to draw from me,for mine own intereſts, a greater abundance of tea, 
* then you have beſtowed upon thoſe of the ſad Andremache; nor without blaming tht 
* injuſtice of Nature, which gives you a ſenſe of compaſſion, for perſons you nei! 
* knew, and yet would without doubt refuſe it you, for thoſe that are moſt affeRionat 
* to your ſervice : you bewail the loſſe of Hettor, who died in thequarrel of his on 
* Country, and not of yours ; who neither lov'd you, nor knew you, and to whol 
* death you did not at all contribute ; and yet you would without any touch of pr 
* ty, ſee him die at your feet ; nay, which is more, die for you, who of allme 
* living, weremoſt perfe&tly yours; you would ſee him breath out his life without 
© being moved at it, and without ſweetning the cruelty of his deſtiny by one look, by 
* one ſigh, or by one word in his favour. 

Though the Princeſſe was of an apprehenſion quick enough to underſtand the ſea 
of theſe words, yer did ſhe notdive into it at the firſt, and without making a longe 
reflection upon them, ſhe replyed, 7 am little obliged to you, Lyſimachus, for think®% 


me ſo ill narured, 1 know not from which of my ations you have drawn that opinion, 4 
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] do not believe I have ſhewed my ſelf ſo unſenſible in the misfortunes of my friends, and 
of rhoſe whom nature,or any reaſon engaged me to love, or eſteem, and 1 doleſſe think, I 


ſhould without a real compaſſion, and without being nearly grieved, behold the ruine of a 


perſon, Whoſe deſtruttion I had canſed, and towhom 1 ſhould be obliged for any particular 
affettion. 

þ would not ſtay the execution of my deſfgn any longer, and judging that I ought 
not to loſe ſo favourable an occaſion,lI tell upon my knees hefore her, and not heark- 
ning tothe commands ſhee laid upon me to riſe ; * The Gods, Madam, ( faid 1) 
[the Gods who are witneſſes of the Declaration you make in favour of me, are alſo 
© witneſſes of my thoughts, and know that it is nottill the laſt extremity of my life, J 
' beg of you the effects of that pity for one that dies for you. It istrue, Madam, 1 
* yeild up my ſoul at your feer, unlefle you fet that compaſſion awork which you 
f boaſted of ; you will never have a more juſt occaſion to make uſe of it, and you 
*can never uſe it to a man that will ſerve you, or adore you with a more profound 
*reſpe}, aud a more holy zeal then mine ; 1 have ſuffered before I come to this laſt 
fremedy, all that a ſoul is able to endure without making it known ; and have on- 
*ly declared my paſſion to inſenſible witneſſes; and if my eyes,and the change of my 
# looks, and humour, have given you any knowledge of it, *twas without the con- 
* ſent of a ſoul, which opens not it ſelf unto you now, without a violent conſtraint : 
' In ſhort, Madam, Lyſimachs adores you, if it be a crime, he comes to confeſle it 
* before you; if this preſumption muſt be repaired by death , Lyſmachus comes 
*ro ſyfferit at your feet. And that he may end his life by the 27 glorious of all 
* deſtinies, he begs of you ſome ſleight mark of that compaſſion, which you have for 
'the unfortunate, and to which you have engaged your ſelf for him. 

J had ſaid more in the rapture that tranſported me, if looking upon the Princeſle, 
Thad not ſeen her countenance change twice or thrice, and of a ſudden bedewed with 
afew tears, which ſhe could not poſſibly retain. As we are ready to flatter our ſelvs 
inthe belief of what we ardently deſire, ] took them at firſt to my advantage, and 
thought pity had drawn them from her fair eyes indeed ; but within a moment after J 
tound diſdain was the cauſe of them, and thar her diſpleaſure at hearing a Declarati- 
on of Love from one of Alexander; followers, had forced her to ſhew thoſe marks 
of her grief, and of her indignation. She darted a ſcornful look at me, and then of 
aſudden turning away hereyes ; 1 knew the mufortune of wy condition (faid ſhe) e- 
nough before, Without your putting me in minde of it , and Was ſufficiently confirm'd 
that I W.#s a priſe oner, Without this neVW aſſerrancg : Tes,Lylimachus,/ am / 0,4nd more- 
ever [ am expoſed to all unhappineſſes which Captivity carries inſeparably along With it. 
This conſideration exempts you from that reſpett,Wwhich in another ſeaſon would be due to 
the Princeſſe of Perſia, and ought to ſtifle that reſentment in me which 1 am no longer ip 
a condition to expreſſe. 

Theſe words pronounced with an accent divided between grief and anger, ſtruck 
me (0 to the quick, and wrought ſo deeply upon me, that J remained in a confuſion 
which J am not able to repreſent ; ] repeated me a. good while for having diſpleaſed 
my Princeſs, and in that thought durſt not ſo much as lift up my eyes to her , bur 
floated in a ſtrange irreſolution. Yet in the end coming to conlider, how unjuſtly 
ſhe accuſed me of want of reſpe&, J purpoſed to "oſtifie my ſelf, and let her know 
it was not the change of her condition,that had encouraged me to commit that fault; 
with that intent though ſhe look*d no more upon me , but lean'd her elbows upon 
the Table, and her head upon her hand, I ſpoke to her again on this manner: *] 
* acknowledge, Madam, J have been infinitly to blame, and that the diſproportion 
* there js between you and all men living, ought either to have ſtrangled my paſſion 
*11 1ts birth, or this confeſſion in my mouth , which hath offended you. J know 
* You are both the moſt accompliſhed, and the greateſt Princeſs in the world,nor will 
'J alledge for part of my juſtification, that J am born a Prince, and that all my An- 
*ceſtors have worn thoſe Crowns, which ] want, to dare ( with any probability of 


' lucceſs) pretend to the daughter of the oreateſt of all the Kings upon Earth. This 
conlideration cannot excuſe me for a fault,which your will, and my knowledg have 
con- 
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*condemn'd ; but if guilty as ] am, ] may yet beg any favour from you, J conjure 
* you by all that you account moſt holy and ſacred, to believe that the conditigg 
* which the chance of war has reduced you to, did not atall authoriſe my Declarz. 
*tion; and that ] could not have conſidered you with more reſpect , and fubmiſſig 
©*/n the Throne of Darius, no,nor in that of the Gods themſelves, then J do in thi 
* Captivity, to the misfortunes whereof you would impute my crime; my courages 
* not capable of ſo much baſeneſs, and to what eſtate ſoever, Fortune ſhould eithe 
* precipitate,or raiſe you up, ſhe cannot deprive you of what the Gods, and you 
© birth have given you ; nor diſ-engage me from a ſervitude for which alone J wy 
* born, and for which alone ] will die; though it is not in my power to tepair th 
* offence ] have committed againſt you, ] have both power and courage enough t 
* puniſh it, and with my blood to pay the price of thoſe tears which my temetiy 
* hath drawn from your fair eyes. 

] pronounc'd theſe words with an accent, which made 'Pari/atis believe ] had fon 
delign againſt my life, and ſeeing ] was riſen up, and that after a low obeiſance, | 
was going from her, ſhe rais'd up her head, and call'd me back again. Although he 
lov'd menot, nor had any intention to engage her ſelf to me in any other affed 
then what civility, and the acknowledgement of ſome ſmall ſervices obliged her to;ye 
did ſhe not hate me enough to fee me die,and that for the expiation of a fault, which 
after —_ little digeſted ir,ſhe judg'd not worthy of ſo ſevere a puniſhment. Thy 
was it which perſwaded her to call me back, and ſeeing me return trembling, and with 
a&tions of a man quite loſt in his paſſion, after ſhe had a while ſought out tearmsty 
expreſs her ſelf, ſhe ſpoke to me on this manner : Lyſmachw, I cannot ſhaky off tha 
trouble, which your words have ſertled in my minde, but I am willing to baniſh the belif 

had, that my Captivity alone had enconraged you , to diſcover your thoughts to me 

ith too much liberty. 7 knoW that you are 4s generous, 45 f have found you bold, al 
7 Will onely accuſe my misfortune, and the eaſineſſe of my humour, for the diſpleaſur] 
recerve Fakes will ſuffer the puniſhment of it, and } will inflift no other upon you, tha 
what you before impoſed upon your ſelf ; my tears Will be better recompenced by your þ 
lence, then by your blood; 7 eſteem you enough never to contribute to your ruine, and w 
are enough obliged to you, to take care to prevent it ; this is all 7 can doe for you, ant if 
You be not contented With a particular eſteem which F have had of your perſon, and whit 
by the repentance of your fault you may yet hope for, F acknowledge my ſelf very unablet 
give you ſatisfattion. 

Theſe words pronounced with much Majeſty and moderation, gave me indetl 
ſome knowledge of the good nature of that Princeſs, and of her generoſity which 
could not conſent to the deſtruction of a perſon that lov'd her , and to whom ſt 
thought ſhe had ſome light obligation ; butthey gave me no mark at all of that 
fection which J required,nor any hope to engage her to it; and yet they wereh 
ſweet to me,and wrought ſuch an effeft upon me, that they baniſh'd a good part 
my deſpair, and drove away that deſire of dying, which thoſe ſhe ſpoke before hal 
ſettled in my mind, ] kneel'd down again before her, and kiſſing the hem of ber ga 
ment, with a profound reſpe&, * Madam, (faid }) this guilty man deſerves not the 
* mercy you ſhow him, but ſince you conſent to the conſervation of his life . whic 
* his raſhneſs gave you juſt cauſe to hate, he will regulate it in ſuch manner,that you 
© ſhall never repent your goodneſs ; and not being able to free it from that violent 
* paſſion which you om condemned, he by his (ilence and diſcretion will repair the 
* greatneſs of lus fault: I will offend you as little as poſſibly J can, with my dt 
* courſe, and freeing you from being troubled with my tongue, J will content myſelf 
* that all my actions andall my looks, tell you what ] have in my heatt. That pat 
* ticular eſteem you make me hope for, is too high, and too glorious a recompence 
* for me, and if J ſhould pretend to more, from a perſon all divine as you are, | 
* ſhould bee the blindeſt and moſt preſumptuous man upon the Earth, 

The Princeſs was going to reply, ] know not whether ſharply or mildly , when 
two of her maids entred the Chamber, and interrupted our converſation : The 
Princeſs Statira came in within a while after, and we ſpent part of the day in - -4 


£ 
| 
| 
| 


_ Gpu_—_, ia Aww... 4. ©. Am... Elo tcas —_ —— 8” '" "0 


ne os Ot TR CS 06 - 0% 0 -W- 06 > Ob iO, & © Op OO 


FS 


n- 
Fe- 


"4 


Bookl, CASSANDRA. © 193 


different entertainment, but if the ſorrows of that Princeſs would have ſuffered her 
to be concern'd in the affairs of others, ſhe might eaſily have found ſomething extra- 
ordinary in the trouble that appeared in both our faces. Pariſatis could not look 
pon me without _— and when I took notice of the confuſion I caug'd, and 
chought upon the diſpleaſure I had ſtirr'd up in her,l fix'd my eyes upon the ground, 
and anſwered the diſcourſe of the Princeſs her fiſter, with ſo much diſtraction , thar 
if her mind had not been powerfully prepoſleſſed, the muſt needs have obſerved the 
diſturbance that was viſible in mine. | 
After that day I paſs'd many others, not without violent diſquiets , but at leaſt 
with a little more repoſe, and with this conſolation, that what I tuffered was known 
unto my Princeſs, and that I was not hated of her ; this was to me the moſt advan- 
tageous thing I could believe, and how great teſtimonies ſoever I gave her both of 
the continuation, and ſincerity of my paſſion, by the aſſiduity of my ſervice, and by 
athouſand ations full of reſpe and diſcretion, ſhe kept her ſelf always, with ſuc 
a moderation, and with ſo perfet a ſeverity within the limits of that eſteem ſhe had 
made me hope for, that I fear'd with a great deal of probability ſhe would never be 
touch'd with any other inclinations toward me. I ſaid little to her of my love, and 
when any word of it eſcaped me, I repaired it with ſubmiſſions, which abated part 
of the diſpleaſure ſhe received thereby : As I ſtrove to make ſome progreſs in my 
deſign of winning her heart, Hepheſtion on his ſide ſpared no endeavors to introduce 
himſelf into it. I am ignorant how he diſcovered his paſſion to her, and how Pari- 
fart received the firſt overture of it ; but this I know his fortune was no better then 
mine, and that ſhe us'd us both with ſo much equality, as it was very hard to obſerve 
a difference ; yet at that time I found that Alexanders aſſiſtance upon which my ri- 
val grounded himſelf, gave me rather ſome advantage z and that my Princeſs fear- 
ing her favourable uſage of him, ſhould be attributed to ſome mean compliance for 
Alexander, took an occaſion contrary to Syſigambis *s advice,to deſpiſe him, for that 
- Which made him conſiderable to all others ; not that ſhe hated or difeſteem'd him, 
Hepheſtion was of too graceful a preſence, to cauſe any averſion, and his valour and 
good qualities were ſutticiently known, to make her eſteem him very much. , . Wee 
met often at her Lodgings, and though we had ever been good friends before , the 
hindrance we were to one another began to alienate our mindes, and afterwards 
conſidering the diligence, and the ations of each other, with more heedfulneſs, as 
with more intereſt then we had done formerly, that which deceiv*d indifferent per- 
ſons, could not long abuſe us that were concern'd; and our fight piercing more 
clearly into the intentions of a rival, diſcovered them quickly to us with ſo perfe& a 
knowledge, that we no longer doubted what we had feared , but gave that jealouſic 
an entrance into our ſouls, which hath ſince tormented them with ſo much violence. 
You know that after the taking of Gaza, and ſome ſtay the King was conſtrain- 
edto make there for the cure of two wounds he had received in that Siege , we took 
| our way toward Egypr, andthe King, the whole Court, and the Ladies,went by boat 
' upon the Nj/e to Memphis. During that Voiage,and our abode in that Town, He- 
pheſtion and I vied who ſhould get the greateſt ſhare in Pariſaris 's favour ; I forgot 
none of thoſe little cares, that could make the truth of my affe&tion be taken notice 
| of, nordidI let paſſe any occaſion to ſet before her eyes the greatneſle and purity of 
my zeal, with all the reſpeR, and diſcretion ſhe deſired. The King who already was 
paſſionately taken with the Princeſſe Srarira, gave her many teſtimonies of his love, 
and (which was more hurtful, and more inſupportable to me) having perceiv*d that 
of Hepheſtion to Pariſatis, he ſwell'd his courage by the aſſiſtances he promiſed him, 
and gave him the boldnefe to ſerve her openly. Theſe difficulties did not diſheart- 
en me, bur fortifying my ſelf againſt the obſtacles I foreſaw, I reſoly'd not to aban- 
don ſo glorious a deſign but with my life. In the mean time the King departed from 
Memphzss, to viſit the Temple of 7 upiter Hammon, and not being willing to take the | 
Princeſſes along, in ſo painful, and ſo dangerous a Voyage, left them at Memphzs 
under the guard of part of his Forces. My-duty , and my honour obliged mee to / 
wait upon him, and carried it againſt my inclination, which made all places bateful 
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to me, where my Princeſſe was not. Hepheftion who ſtirr'd not from the Kings per. 
fon, went the Voiage alſo, which was no ſmall confolation to me. Before our de. 
parrure, having watch'd my © ——— my rival was with the King, and that 
the Princeſſes were in the Gardens near their Lodging, | found means to addreſſe my 
ſelf to Pariſatis who was in an Alley with eApamia, Arſince, and ſome of her maids 


\ having given her my handto help ber in her Walk, the Gentleman Uſher that led her 


withdrew, and yeilding me that honour, left me the libercy to entertain ber ; when 
we were far enough from the other Ladies not to be overheard, and that I faw them 
buſied ina particular converſation, I took occaſion to ſpeak unto my Princeſſe, 1. 
dam, (faid ]) it 1s not to trouble you with the remembrance of a paſſion Which you dif. 
approve, nor to call into your minde a fault Which you have condemned, that 1 open my 
month yet once again before you; butit ts ro proteſt to you at this rigorous departare,that 
in being ſc mh from you, I amreally ſeparated from my ſelf ; and that the moſt ſeng. 
ble grief | eel * that abſence Will deprive me of the occaſions of doing you ſome ſmall (er. 
vice ; nor but that you have imprinted a great deal of reſpett in the ſouls of rhoſe that 


ftay behind wirh you, but the duties of a perſon, tyed by a moſt powerful inclination, an 
very different from thoſe, Which are paid onely to your quality, and to your merit ; and | 


moreover which Way ſoever they ſerve you, 1 ſhall envy their bappineſſe ſo mach, that 
the remembrance of their good fortune will moſt ſenſibly aggravate the diſcontents of thi 
tedious and cruel Voiage, to which I ſee my ſelf condemmed, 1 doe not repreſent my ſuf- 
ferings to you, to oblige you ro an affettion which with juſtice I can never hope for, butt 
draw from your goodneſſe ſome mark_ of compaſſion , for this glorious , unfortunate 
man, Who without murmuring endures the gallanteſt, and the moſt cruel of all tor- 
ments. 

The Princeſs, ſeeing I held my peace at theſe words, replyed, * I ſhould be yery 
ingrateful, Lyſmachwus, if I did not acknowledge my ſelf obliged to the good will you 
© expreſs to me with ſo much diſcretion and reſpeR, but I ſhould alſo be a diſſemb. 
* let if Jcould hide the trouble you cauſe in me by your perſeverance in a deſign, 
* which J oppoſed in its birth ; not through any averſion, or undervaluing of your 
Q pork but through the knowledge of the ditticulties you would meet withal may 
* tumour, and of thoſe which the Heavens do ſo many ways produce againſt your in. 
*tentions. J know your birth is illuſtrious, and ] have eyes as well as others, to dif. 
© cern the advantages of your perſon : This conſideration hath indeed grven me all 
© the eſteem, you can a reaſon deſire, from a Princeſs who knows you, and is obl- 
*sedto you ; but J am not thereby exempted, from what J owe to my own quality, 
© andtothoſe perſons to whom my birth hath ſubmitted me; it is from them alone 
©T will receive __ beyond that eſteem I have of you, and if you ſhould ſee me 
© engaged to it for ſome other body, accuſe only my obedience, and not an inclins- 
© tion which ſhall never declareit ſelf in favour of another, rather then of Lyſime 
© chus. ] doe notthink you have any reaſon to complain of a confeſſion, J make to 
© you with a great deal of freedome ; neither do J believe, that without a deſigne to 
© offend me, = can defire any more. 

She bluſh'd at theſe words, as aſhamed to have favoured me ſo much; and 
though being well explain'd, ] found very little change in my condition, J received 
them as a moſt advantageous obligation ; and nor being in a place where J could 
caſt my felf at her feet, to give her thanks for it, ] bowed down with much reſped, 
and anſwered ; I never hoped ( Madam ) that my fortune ſhould attain that pitch yu 
have rais'd it to, and having adored, as ſoon as lov'd you, I always believ'd, that fo 
the accompliſhment of my glory and happineſſe, it was ſufficient my vows, and aduratr 
ons were not unpleaſing to you, without pretending to any acknowledgement , which 1 
conld not aſpire to without much preſumption. 1 ſee tvo Well, the obſtacles that opp 
my more perfett felicity, and I Will expect from Heaven, and from your ſelf, bath the 
alteration of our fortunes, and what you ſhall ordgin concerning my life. In the meas 
time, Madam, be pleas'd that at this rigorous departure, I may for my conſolation make 
wſe of that hope you give me, and that to ſave me from deſpair, 1 may believe, that He- 


ph not being more xealom, nor more paſſionate, ſhall neither be more he oof 
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Lyſimachus, J ended theſe words with ſoine fear of having diſpleaſed her ; but that 
| Princeſſe, who had no weakneſſe at all in her minde,was but little moved at them, and 


{ having ſtaid a while before ſhee made anſwer z * Lyſmachw (ſaid ſhee) I pardon 


« this liberty for the ſame cauſe, that made me patdon the others you have taken, and 
© ]iot only excuſe it; but to let you ſee I am not cruel, 1 will alſo confirm_the pro- 
© miſe I have made you. Jt is true I ſuffer Hepheftion, both for his merit,and by the 
* command of the Queens, and becauſe it is from their will only, next.to that ot Da- 
*7;549, that 1 will receive the rule of my whole life ; but be certain ; that if my in- 
* clination alone can eſtabliſh the happineſs of both, Hepheſt5on by it,ſhall never have 
* advantage over you. | | 

] was going to reply; and it was likely our converſation would have laſted longer, 
if the King had not come into the Garden; and with him Hepheſtion, Perdiccas, Se- 
lexcws, Antigonus, and many others,who interrupted us, The King drew near to the 
Princeſs Sratira, and Hepheſtion coming up to Pariſatis ; took that hand which hee 
found free, and being ari obſtacle to me all the reſt of the day, had alſo the diſplea- 
fare, to ſee me take revenge on him the ſame way, and deprive him by my preſence, of 
the means to entertain her in particular. | 

We took our leaves that evening, and the next morning by break of day, we got on 
borſeback,and travell&d roward the Teinple of Z«piter Hammon. I will not. trouble you 
with the particulars of our Volage, you have without queſtion heard ſpeak of it;and 
the relation of it is but little itnportant to the knowledg of my life. My adventurts 
were like to thoſe of the reſt bf the company, but my thoughts were without doubr 
more rioble; and the abſence of Pariſaris;forced thoſe complaints from me,which the 
toil and the incommdities of that journey drew from indifferent um This. Voi- 
age was the ſharpeſt;and the moſt painful of any that ever was undertaken : The in- 
ſupportable heat that ſcorched us in thoſe dry, deſert fields we were to paſſe; the want 
of all manner of water,and the deepneſſe of the ſands which heretofore have buried 
whole Armies, were like to have been the deſtruRtiou of our party , and without the 
particular aſſiſtance bf Heaven, we could never-have eſcaped. - We broke through 


; all theſe difficulties, and artived at that famous Temple, whoſe Oracles are ſuperſti- 
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tioully adored through the whole world ; and there itwas, that whether by chance, 
or by corrupting the Prieſts, or by the will of the Gods; the King found the. cauſe 
of that inſupportable vanity, which hath ſince made him commit ſo many faults,and 
txaQt adorationsfrom his friends; which have coſt many noble perſons their lives. Af- 
ter he had obtained the anſwer he deſired; he returned preſently.; and paſſing neer 
the Iſle of Pharos, gave order for the buildingof the ſtately City of Alexandria, and 
having drawn the plot of it himſelf,and ſet workmen abour it, he went back to Aem- 
phis, not doubting but that Dariw, fortified by his abſence; was again recruited, and 
already in a condition, with his Forces to trouble his new Conqueſts. . He turn'd a- - 
ſide by the way, to puniſh the revolt of the Syrians, who bad cut the throats of their 
Garriſons, and burnt their Governour A»dromachu alive; and having given ſach 
orders as were neceſſary for thoſe unſettled Provinces, we at laſt drew neer that town 
agun, where the King, Hepheſti6x, and my ſelf, had left our hearts with the Captive 
Princeſſes. Hepheſtion and 1 met every day , but jealouſic had extinguiſh'd all our 
_ friendſhip, and had made us ſo cold, that we hardly ſpoke to one anothet all 
e Youape. * 
 Wefound all things at Memphis in the condition we had left them, and obſerv'd 
no change eitherin out affairs, or inthe heafts of our Princeſſes. Pariſatis us'd me 
at my arrival in the ſame faſhion as ſhee had done at my departure, and made mee 
know by that perſeverance in her ordinary moderation , that her minde was none of 
thoſe lightones which are capable of all impreſſions, and that my good or. evil for- 
tune, oupht neither to make me hope; nor fear a change, Wee made no ſtay at all 
in that City, and the King drawirig his Forces out of their Qyarters, march'd ſtraight 
toward Darins,with ſo much diligerice , that in eleven days wee encamped upon the! 
danks of Exphrares, and having paſs'd ver it upon Bridges of Boats;which the King 
Cauſed to be inade; we croſs'd the Plainthat lies between it arid the River Ty rh, | 
Cc 2 whic 
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which we, waded thtqugh, and having reach'd the bank with an incredible diffic 
we found all the Country burnt, and. yet (moaking, for AMazemhad ſet it on fire 
Darius his command ; The King lay there two nights, to reſt che Princefſes whg 
were wearied with that haſty Voiage, and.in ſpite of the Eclipſe of the Moon which 
put ſome terrour 41 his men, and wes taken by the more fearful ,far a very ill 
augury , the third be marched with the ſame aſſurance toward the enemy, Here 
I cannot 'omit to ,vecall unto your memory, an actident which overwhelmed y; 
all with ſadneſs, and &o make. you gudge of my grief by the aflition ofmy Prig- 
ceſle.. - | * Ty | 

I was with the King when one of the Queens Eunuchs , came to give. him nqtige, 
that Dari his wife was dying, and thatſhe was already, ma a ſound in the —_— 
Princeſſes her daughters. Certainly how great ſoever my ſurpriſe was 3tithe hearing 
of this news; the Kingfhewed little lefle, and laying /afide all bulineſles,whereia he 
was employed, he ran unto the Queens Tents, with a ſorrow which appeared mot 
viſibly in-him. But O Gods ! how great was our 'aſfliftion, when at our .comy 
into the-Chamber, we ſaw her expire, and our fair Princeſles faint away, atiſo (ad. 
ſpeRacle. | _# | 

This ſudden death of hers ſurpriſed us the moregby how much it appeargd extrapr- 
dinary: and though a few days before I had heard her complain of ſame-indiſpoliugg 
cauſed by the troubleſomeneſle of that Fourney, yet had-we never ſeen her in a cax 
ditionthat could give us any apprehenſion of a death gyhich did almoſt prevent hy 
ſickneſſe. ' All the mo mouraful expreflions that ever; grief ſent forth, ſhewed 
themſelves viſibly in our Princeſſes; and the greateſt ſephibility it ever ,produced, wa 
imprinted really in my heart. The King comforted the. Queen Mother , with the 
ſweeteſt and moſt obliging words, - compaſſion could furniſh him withal. zJepbeſtir 
on held Pariſarss head, who languifhed with little ſhow 'of life ; 1did: the ſame.@ 
Statira, who deeply buried in her (osrow, {eem'd:to prepare ber {elf t9. accompay 
to her grave, a mother ſhe bad moſt perketly bogpured ; and mingled my teat 
with hers, endeavouritgto comfoft her as much as ay. own affliction; would pt 
mit, I did not hear what Hepheftios laid to 'Pary/ats,, . and though I enwed him: the 
happineſſe of having prevented me, | grief ſwallowed up my jealouſie for a few as 
ments, and made me without trouble behold the ſervices he did her. It is not necely 
1y I ſhould enlarge my ſelf farther upon this matter, I ſee this diſcourſe draws ty 
from your eyes, and you have alreafly ſufficiently learn'd all 1 can tell you, of-ihy 
ſad adventure ; I will only ſay, that ,A&xander, after having wept a long while,axd 
paid unto Syſigamb all the could have expeRted from Prime himſelf, rendred al 
unto the deceaſed Queen all the honour-that could have been required from that &&# 
husband, he caus'd hertg be interred with a pomp worthy of her quality, and of 
the glory of her Anceſtors. Some days were ſpent in that ſolemnity, and immed- 
atly- afterthe King prepared himſelf to give battel, having ſent back Darjus his Ants 
baſſadors with the anſwer you have heard. | | 

I will not entertain you with the particularities of the ſucceſle of that blpody bat 
tel, + wherein you did ſo many miraculous ations , and wherein your deſpair 
you ſeek .a death among the arms of the Aſacedonians, which they refuſed you, aa 
which you had ſo dearly ſold them. You ſhall only learn that after that cruel day, 
the incommodity of two wounds I had received, deprived me for ſome time of i 
fight of my Princefſe ; and *twas not till I came to Babylon, (where we were brought 
in by AZazems within a while after) that I received an honour I had not deſerved; 
Thongh the Queens and Princeſſes were ſufficiently to. bee excuſed fox not hy 
thoſe who had been wounded only in fighting againſt their neareſt friends , Bays 
they the goodneſſe to doe that honour to Hepbeſtion, Perdiceas, and my. ſelf ; wht 
ther it were thatthey thought themſelves obliged to it, by the ſervices. we had dave 
them, or that their complacency made them give Alexander thoſe marks of theit & 
ſteem, for perſons that were either dear, or conſiderable 40 him; - I received 
honour as too high a fortune for me, and not being able to give Parsſat/« particu 
thanks for it, . in che preſence of the Qyeen, and of a great many others, hy +> + 
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looks exprefſed my acknowledgement of that favouc, and thanked the Queen, with 
the moſt reſpe&tful words the greatneſſe of thatobligarionicould. fupgeſt. The King 
4 mewith a viſit while they: were there, and I remember it was m my [/Chitnber 
he ſpoke of you tothe Prineefſe $32:ira, and chat be held that diſcourſe wich her 
which you bave heard ſince from Tyra. Hlephaſtion 4nd Prvuiicvds, who had thren 
alby your hand. r:cerved the ſame honot and within a fewYdays after 'weteft 
our beds, and were in a condition to repay thetr-vifits with ulury.: From Babyton he 
went to $a, and there it was' the Princeſlesiput a period 20 thei Journeys; ' and 
that the King-choughtfi co exemmpt-them for the fotute, . from the wearrſommetſſe of 
bisVoiages.” Durmg our abode there we viſited themvevery ddy;. and the;/King pa{- 
fonately. in love with Staring,  ſotticited her with a great deal'of vbſtmacy, but yer 
accompanied with very much reſps and civility, And Hepheſtior ſoeing himſelf favo- 
ted.in his paſſion by the King, roſe to ſuch aprade, that hee declared 'it openly; 
and pretended in the fight of the whole world, 0 her whoth hee- was not worthy ro 
look upon without adorations. - Syſgambes gave way to it through prudence, and 
reaſon of State, yet Pari/atz could not forbear expreſling tq*Hepheftion, how much 
that preſumption had offended her ; but as hee naturally was vety eloquent, and 
graceful in all his ations, he excuſed it fo many ways, and atledged ſo many reaſons 
forhis juſtibeadon, that ſhe was conſtrained at finſt to diſfemblexc, and a while after 
tbſolutely to pardon him. Bur the: remerity 'bf dis proceediag', - wrought ſach a 
biplcaſure inmr,: and fuch an hatred againſt him, chat fromthatame I fought an 
occaſion to quarreLwith bim, wirhour offending my Princetfe, :and without exaſpe- 
rating the King, who took his part moſt ſtrongly ; . but 'for wiach conſideration, 1 
ſhould not have.deferred my. reſertments. His thoughts were little different from 
mine, and his belief that I was an obſtacle tb his intentions, and that 1 was: m-hef 
fayur at leaſt as much as he, kindked him with ſuch a rage againft me, thar he had 
auth adoe to ronceal it, 1) lh F001 © LATTE 
. 'Twas about that time that Prolomens , my drateſt friend; undone of the'moſt 
faliaot, and vercuous Princesin the world, fell in love with «puns, eArtubaſrs bis 
agbter, and Zxmenes with ame het ſiſter. .. .Pralowmiens Uiſcovered hid paſſiori 
bme with a great deal of freedome _ and obliged me in ſuch matter by the.operinel 
of lus carriage,that I was conſtrained to lay my heart naked ro/him;and cruſt han with 
(thing I had-ſo racefully hidden fromall che reſt of mankind;he gave me great conſo- 
lation, and offered himſelf ro ferveme apaitiſt HepheſFios , in albericounters whicli 
that competitiot+ might produce: between us. | Within a ſhorttime after, we depar- 
ted from S#/a, but before we went, away, I preſs'd my Princefs with ſo much love, 
and diſcretion, that ar laſt I drew this confeſſion from her mouth. That > thoſe 
ferſpns ro whons her birth had given tht power over her will , ſhould enjoyn hey 46 lovt we, 
ſee world receive that command in my favour, With leſſe diſptexſhre and more ſartrfalt;- 
0m; then for any ather man liviag. | | : 
- This affuranceproduced a joy in me,which-it would be very hard for me to expreſs, 
and gave me1ll the comfort I could receive,for an abſence rhar-was like ty bee-6f long 
continuan:e.I know not how Hepheſtioa was us'd by her,bur a while after our itlepar- 
ture being inthe Province of theUVxiazs,he took the boldneſſe ro wrice toher, and rg 
ſend his Letter with thoſe the King wtote to Syſgambs, and to the Princeſs Sratit4, by 
the Meſſengers that came from them to intefcede in the behalf of Aſadures.. I knew 
hothing of x arthat time, but fhorcly after being at Pe#ſepolis ,- rwo'or -thtee days 
before it was ſet on fire, webeing bothin che Kings Palace, he paſſed by ne looki 
upon a Letter, 'and making a ſtop av it were to finiſh the reading of ir,” he broughe 
it ſo near my eyes, that he gave me leiſure to obſerve Pariſarit's hand, andthe thara- 
ters of her Letter z and nor ſatisfied wirh having given me thar knowledge; he 1ec 
fall at my fret, as by chance, and ſome of thoſe that were abour us ſtepping for- 
ward to fake it up, - Leave this honour to my atoxe, ( ſaid hee, with an inſupportable 
pride) all rhar cones from my Polen, 1s ſo divine and ſacred, thus only Hepheſtion 
worthy ro roncly ir. Though thas ſaying offended all choſe who had offeted to tor 
bim that ſervice; his eredit with the King kept them from replying, but I had ay Ao 
ame 
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fame conſideration, and my jealouſie laying before my eyes, the advantage hee had 
above me, and the belief that thoſe words were meant to none but mee?, I was not 
capable of thoſe arguments that ſwayed others, but without conſidering the place 
where I was, I came a little nearer to him, and taking my time as he roſe apai 

he had takeri up the Letter,and that to ſpite me the more he had kiſs'd it, & ſtood fol. 
ding it up again before me, I ſaid in his ear with a reaſonable loud voice, Hepheftin 
i leſſe worthy of that honour, then any body elſe. | 

Hechanged colour hearing me ſay ſo, and turned briskly toward me ; but as he 
was going to reply with as much ſharpneſſe, as the place where we were would ſuffer 
him to expreſle, all rhoſe that had taken notice of our ation, ſtept between us, and 
the King having heard of it, came to us, and reproved us very ſeverely. When he 
had told us of our fault, Hepheſtion, (continued he) 1 woxld have you to confiderthy 
Lyſimachus is a Prince , bar alſo Lylimachus, 7 would have you r tha 
love Hepheſtion as my ſelf; 1 know nor what intereſt obliged you ro make him that n; 

ply, but I doe not mean that you, nor any body in the world, ſhall croſſe him in thi 
ſign of ſerving Pariſatis, ſince it is 1 that inſpire it into him, and will aſſiſt bim in ts 
gainſt all the world. 

heſe words went very near mee , but the command hee laid upon us to embrace 
each other in his preſence, was bur little more pleaſing ro me ; we obeyed him with 
much coldneſs, & though afterward /he commanded us to love one another, it wasant 
poſſible for him to gain theſe proofs of our obedience. Inthe mean time I was mol 
ſenſibly aflited, and the fight of Pari/atis's Letter, had wakened my jealouſie 
violently, that it was oo ible for meto taſte any repoſe , my eyes were no longet 
capable of ſleep, and while others unwearied themſelves in their beds; from thok 
toils- and labours which are inſeparable from the profeſſion of arms; I ſpent whale 
nights in mine, in the conſiderations of my misfortunes, arid of the advantages whid 
_— to Pariſatir's promiſe, Hepheſtion had viſibly obtained above me: . *Mat 
* then (faid I) the moſt accompliſhed of all creatures, and ſhe upon whom the he 
* vens have poure1 down all their graces; be blemiſhed with that vice, which of 
* others I ſhould leaſt have ſuſpeRed her to be guilty of>2W hat reaſon,6 fair, but cha 
* geable Pariſatis !What reaſon moved you to give me thoſe glorious hopes , whers 
* with I believed my paſſion too highly recompenced, if you had a deſign to favar 
* another with them, both to the prejudice of my life, and of your own promil! 
* What offence have I committed againſt you ſince then, and what ſervice haveyi 
* received from Hepheſtion, that ſhould have obliged you , not onely in favour « 
* him to change thoſe promiſes you had made me, bur alſo to grant him honoun, « 
* which I never yet ſo much as pretended?2 Ah, Zyſmachus , (continued I) iti 
* with juſtice the Heavens chaſtiſe thy preſumption, thou haſt rais'd thy thought» 
* a Princeſle too divine for thy unworthineſs, and the Gods make uſe of Hepheſtin, 
* not to procure him a fortune which he merits no more then thou, but to puniſh the 
* for thy fooliſh raſhneſle, as they ſometimes have made uſe of thee to croſſe a up 
* pineſle to which he undeſervedly hath pretended. 

Incheſe thoughts I pa&'d the night of the defolation of Perſepolis , and thus i 
was I entertained my ſelf, while elexander himſelf with a torch in his hand; 
fire upon the faireſt Palace, and braveſt City in the world. 

The King after he in the ruines of that ſtately Town, bad left marks of his ft 
ry, and debauch, took the Field again, to proſecute Darims to the uttermoſt, 
not to hold you inthe recital of things you know already, within a while after, met 
heard of the lamentable death of that great King, and were witneſſes of the moſt 
pitiful objeR that ever was beheld. You know the ſorrow Alexander expreſs'd upo! 
that occaſion, with how many tears he bewail'd that death, and with what pomp ht 
ſent the body to the Q, his Mother, and to the Princeſſes his daughters,to render 
the laſt dutjes of burial.I will only tell you that my paſſion for the Princeſs Pari/#!, 
and rhe conſideration of that great Kings misfortunes, plunged me in ſo deep af0r- 
row,that of a long time I was not to be comforted and that only love,and the deſire d 
ſceing my Princeſle again furniſhed me with ſtrength enough to wait upon the __ 
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the Journey he made to S»/a, to viſit, and comfort them in their extreameft. Mix 
&ion; You know how he arrived there, how he was received by the Queens and 
Princeſſes, how he teſtified unto them, the ſhare hee bore in their ſorrow:fqr thiat 
lofſe, and what uſage he found from the Princeſſe Sratira, when after the ©c- 
caſions ſhe had to hate him, he would needs renue the diſcourſes of his paſſion. LI 
will onely tel-you what concerns my ſelf, and let you know that I was fo deeply 
afiRed, both with my Princefles ſorrow, and that which my own jealouſie caus'd 
in me, that I had no difficulty to accommodate my countenance to the grief whith 
appeared in thoſe fair deſolate adies. Afﬀeer that the firſt days of the greate&mour- 
ning were expired, and that they were capable of other entertainment, then thac of 
graves, 1 addreſſed my ſelf to Princeſſe Pariſatis, and fell again into my old-path, 
notwithſtanding all the King had ſaid, who as I have told you,' had forbidden me 16 
croſſe Hepheſtions deſigne ; but I not onely deſpiſed that command, but ſhauld have 
diſobeyed the Gods themſelves, if they had required any proofs of that nature from 
my obedience. I found no alteration in my Princeſſes humour, more then what her 
laſt loſſe had cauſed, and though ſhe receiv*d me not with ſo lively a countenance as 
before, it was not the more ſevere for being more dejefted. I did not all accompany 
her ſadneſſe, and I exprefſed mine to her ſo many ways, that two days before:our 
departure,being alone with her, ſhe asked me the reaſon of-my trouble; and eci 
that I fixt my ſight upon the ground, and anſwered her only with a ſigh, ſhe prayed 
me a ſecond timeto tell it her. With that I lift up mine eyes, and having looked up- 
on her a while without ſpeaking, Madam, (laid 1, at laſt) my paſſion for you, cannot 
be equalled but by the reſpeft that accompanies it ; as alſo the greatneſſe of my reſhe#: to 
you, canuot be compared but unto that of my paſſion : 1t is that reſpett, Madan, which 
keeps me in that perfett reſignation, Wherewith I have laid my life, aud all my thoughts 
at your feet, and*tis that reſpeft, and that reſignation, which make me ſuffer in flence, 
ard without murmuring, receive all thoſe uſages that can open me a paſſage to ney grave, 
« from my Soveraign, and from her that cannot erre un her _— towards we : For 
proof 1 proteſt unto you, that if you had not impoſed your command upon me, you ſhoutdl 
never have learnt d =" an from my month, Which you diſcovered in my face, over which 1 
have net had the ſame power. I will tell you therefore, fince you enjoy me tot, that fe 
ter the pardon you had granted to my fault, and the gvodneſſe you expreſſed ia rolerating 
itt contiuuance, 1 had baniſhed that deſpair out of my minae, which gan th fertle it ſelf 
there, and eſteemed m elf moſt happy in thoſe limits you had given unto my hopes,. and 
in the promiſe you rebr e me never to grant my rivall any advantage over me; 1 ron» 
feſſe this hope had begor 4 pride in me, bxt Hepheſtions vaniry quickly caft it down, anil 
his ſhewing us your Letter, made thoſe fair hopes quickly vaniſh , Which 1 had anjwftly 
conceived, bat yer not Without your permiſſion : TI confeſſe to you, Madam, this change 
of my fortune has tonch'd me ſo nearly, that I have not ny enoxgh to bear it ; and 
though perchance 1 have enough to diſpmee for you;,with Hepheſtion co the laſt momevt of 
my life, I have uot any that ts proof againſt the Declaration you make in favour of him; 
I doe not at all urge the promiſe you made me, there is no engagement of a Soveraigs. to 
his Subjeftts, and 1 have no right to exatt that from you, which you were pleas d to grame 
me out f meer mercy. | 

 T ended theſe words with the ſame confuſion I had ſhowed at the beginning of my 
diſcourſe, and the Princeſle after ſhe had hearkned patiently to me, replyed without 
being moved ; *It is true, Lyſmach, T have in favour of you taken a lt to doe 
; what I might well have forborn ; - but what fault ſoever I commirted, I forgot noc 
' thoſe reſervations it was neceſſary for me to add, and I remember I often-repre- 
"ſented to you, with what dependance I am tyed to the will of thoſe perſons to 
. whom my birth hath ſubmitted me, and my own intention never to ſwerve froni..it 
"While 1 live. This ſufficerh for my juſtification, and as you have learn'd that I re- 
 furned an Anſwer to Hepheſtions Letter, you ſhall learn alſo when you pleaſe that E 
4d it by the Queens expreſs command, and that if I can be blamed in that adtion, 
. Us only for the reſiſtance I ſhowed in obeying her, doth chrough the repugtiance I 

found in my ſelf, and perhaps through your conſideratioa, Without her yg 
© order, 
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* order,l would not ſo niuch as have receiv'd his letter,but ſhe was ſolicited by Alexay. 
* ters 'entreaties, to which ſhe could refuſe nothing in the freſh obligation ſhe had tg 


© him,and the deplorable condition of our affairs. Behold what I believe due to your fg. 
* tixfacion ; and for mine own I will tell you, that > bor ought not to think it ſtran 

© hereafter, if I =_ the only perſon to whom the Gods have left any lawful power 
© over me; and although I eſteem you at leaſt as much as Hepheſtion., and that per. 
© chance in my inclination you have ſome ary above him , bee certain that gg 
* long as 1 live, I will follow only thdſe motions the Queen ſhall give me. 

It would be hard for me to repreſent unto you the different effects this diſcourſ pro. 
duced in mezon the one ſide,the care my Princeſs took to juſtifie her ſelf ro me,and the 
prey of me before Hepheſtion, by her own confeſſion, did extreamly joy me, 

ut the proteſtation ſhe made, to regulate her will totally by that of Syſgamby, 
which I knew to be for Hepheſtion rather then for me, overwhelmed me in a mort] 
ſorrow. Theſe two paſſions wrought each its effet, but they were fo confuſed x 
that time, that th kindred one another from breaking forth in my Princeſſes pre. 
ſence, Imade as Toa a reflexion upon them as poſſibly I could, and aſſoon a [ 
was come to my ſelf again, lifting up my head, and looking upon my Princeſle with 
a languiſhing countenance) Magdawr, (aid I) I doe not deſerve the care you vouch 
ſafe-to take for my ſattfattion, neither was it indeed to complain of you, nor to demand 
reparation, but onely to obey you, that 1 made this confeſſion of my misfortune. If_the 
wall of Syſigambis alone, eſtabliſh Hepheſtions happineſſe, 1 ſhall bear it with more ps 
rience, then if it came from your own inclination, and the favenrs T ſhall receive purely 
from your ſelf, will be much more dear, and much more conſiderable to mee, then thoſe 1 
which others ſhall contribute; but this 1 kyow that from what hand ſoever my unhappin; 
comes, 1 ſhall never be able to end my hopes but with my days, nor ſuffer the loſſe of then 
but with that of my life. I dowbt not but the favour of Alexander gives thoſe advante 
ges t0 Hepheſtion, which my birth ought to give me above him ; nor doe I doubt but the 
conſideration makgs the Queen declare for him, and by ber authority deſtroy all my haps, 
bat if my miſery be inevitable, the happineſſe of others is not very certain,and ſince I hav 
had the conrage toſerve you, 1 ſhall alſo have ſo much as never to give over that dejqy 
but with the laſt drop of my blood. | . 

I brought forth theſe words with ſo, ſad a tone, that ſhee was touch'd with con- 
paſſion, and would perchance have given me farther marks of it, if we had* not hee 
interrupted by Hepheftion, who entring into the Chamber, came and took his place 
on the other ſide of the Princeſs. That troubling of our converſation, redoubledny 
hatred of him, and during the ſtay we made yet at S»/a, wethwarted one another a 
much as poſſibly we could. 1 could entertain my Princefle in particular, but once 
more before our departure, and then I conjured her , with the moſt ardent prayer 
my paſſion could invent to grant me the favour Hepheſtion had obtain'd already 
to be pleas'd, rhat ſince he had gowen that - wnjs of me in an abſence which ws 
but ſhort, IT might be permitted during an abſence which was to be a very long one.t0 
write to her, and by that only comfort ſweeten the rigours of ſo cruel a ſeparation ſhe 
was not offended at that requeſt, but ſhe ſtopt my mouth by ſaying, *rhat it ws 
* only by Syſgambis's command , ſhe had received Hepheſtions Letter, and that if] 
* could obtain the ſame permiſſion of her ſhe would ſhow no ditticulty on her paſt. 

1 faw well enough that anſwer was a refuſal of what I deſired, bur being within 
the rules ſhe had eſtabliſhed to herſelf, and wherewith I had promiſed to be contet- 
ted, I had nothing to reply againſt it, 1 doubted not but that the Queen, and many 
others had already perceived, or at leaſt ſuſpeted my intention, but 1 would as 
hazard my ſelf to. beg that favour,from her who already declared her ſelf for mu 
val. I teſtined my ſorrow by the ſaddeſt words I could invent, and took my Kitt 
of her,without being able to obtain any thing elſe. | 
' :2We departed from Suſa, as you have heard , and the King having left the Lads 
inthat City, in: perfe& liberty, went to join with his Army again upon the wot 
ward P.:rthia. © You may well exempt me from relating all our Voiages , and all 4: 
texander: victories,” you have learn'd a good part of them already, and that diſcov 
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would require many whole days, beſides they contain nothing particularly of my ſelf, 
but the wounds I receiv'd in ſeveral encounters, and the diſquiets my love made mee 
ſuffer. I will onely tell you, that we entred into Hyrcania, and that having fubdued 
thar Province in a few days, we marched againſt the Afardes , whom we conquered 
with the ſame facility. 

After them wetamed the Agriaſpes, and the Arrachoſians, and after the raking of 
the Ciry of the Aamacenes, we made warre againſt ſome Provinces which draw 
their original from the Sc yrhians, and live wholly according to their manners,though 
they are not under the dominion of the King your Father. After that we paſs'd 
the Tanais, and entred into the Territories of the Z ogdiqns, where the King proſe- 
cuted his Conqueſts with the ſame ſucceſs, and having made himſelf Maſter of that 
Countrey, he advanced into Baria,where be defeated the diſloial Beſſ#s,and ſettled 
that great Province under his obedience. It was in thoſe Countries his manners 
were corrupted, and that among delights he loſt all that he had left of the Grecian 
Diſcipline. Then it was he began tb ſpend whole days, and nights in debauches, and 
diſſoluteneſſe, and that he exacted adoratious from his Followers, which alienated 
ſome of their hearts, and exaſperated him fo far againſt his beſt friends, that by their 
deaths he gave moſt fatal teſtimonies of the alteration of his nature. He caus'd the 
unfortunate Phi/oras , to end his life in torments, made the ou and renowned 
Parmenio, to whom he owed a good part of his Conqueſts, to ſuffer death by the 
hand of Cleander and with his own killed C/irus,one of his moſt neceſſary and moſt 
Faithful friends, True itis, that Philos and his Father were ſuſpeted of a conſpi- 
racy againſt his perſon, and that Clirws by his inſolent words, drew the Kings anger 
upon him; but in the death of the innocent, and vertuous Calliſthenes, my old Tu- 
tor, whoſe intereſts were like to have buried mein his ruines, he ſhowed marks of 
the greateſt cruelty, and ofthe moſt blameable ambition that ever was. The ver- 
cue of that great man, which could not be ſwayed to thoſe baſe adorations, which 
he ſaw part of the Macedonians ſtoop to, did fo animate that Prince jealous of his 
gory, that he commanded that Learned Philoſopher to be pur in irons, and accuſi 

im for having medled in the conſpiracy of Hermolaxs, he caug'd his noſe, lips, an 
ears, to be cutoff, and ſhutting him up in —_ refuſed him even.death it ſelfe, 
for a concluſion of his miſeries. I could not ſuffer the deplorable condition both of 
ſo vertuous a perſon, and one to whom I was infinitly obliged , without ſhowin 
ſome marks of compaſſion, which were like to have been my deſtrution. 1 viſited 
him in prifon, and having with tears (which that pitiful objet made mee ſhed in a. 
bundance) offered him all the ſervices I could doe him in his misfortune, and which 
he was in a condition to hope for; he deſired me to _ him to poiſon, but he deſi- 
red it with fuch urging prayers,that I could not refuſe him ſo cruel a mercy jand yet 
the onely one he could with reaſon wiſh,in the woful eſtate to: which he was ceduced. 
I ſent him that fatal Preſent ſecretly, and with it the means of ending by: one death 
alone, the miſeries of many others, to which he was inhumanely deſtined. ; The 
King having been advertiſed of it, was kindled with ſo great a fury againſt me, that 
he commanded my perſon to beſeiſed on, and in the firſt motions of his wrath, was 
ready to make me feel the moſt harſh, and cruel uſage his referttment could ſuggeſt; 
but in the end he remembred I was a Prince, and the conſideration of the alliance 
that _ us together, aſſwaged part of his anger, and ſaved my life, againſt which 
he had already pronounced the ſentence of death. He cauſed me to be fet at liberty, 
but with the moſt bloody threats, his diſpleaſure could bring forch, and a proteſta- 
ton, never to have a on any more to my quality, if ever I was ſoinfolent; . or ſo 
unfortunate as to croſle him in his intentions. True it is, that beſides that cauſe of 
tomplaint, the manner of my carriage toward Hepheſtion , had given him many 0- 
thers ; he had often commanded me to be his friend, and had found me ſo little diſ- 
poſed to obey him, that he was thereby infinitly exaſperated againſt me ; we never 
poke to, nor never ſaluted one another, and'in a quarrel he Fad with Crateras, 1 
offered my ſelf unto his enemy, .and preſſed him with ſo:much eatneſtneſſe to accept 
my ſervice, that all che world ſaw eaſily, it was rather my hatred to Hepheſtion, then 
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my friendſhip to Crater, that made me embrace his intereſts with ſo much affe- 
&ion. In the mean time I was tormented by my paſſion with ſuch violence, that ab- 
ſence in which other ſouls finde remedy and eaſe, ſeemed to have produced a contr 
effet in mine. Inall occaſions where eAlexander fought, (in which I may lay with- 
out vanity, I was not the laſt) the image of Pariſats was always preſent to my me. 
mory, even in the midſt of diſorder, blood, and confuſion ; and all the moſt diſmal 
and moſt dangerous objects, could never put her out of it for a moment, I diſcour. 
ſed of her onely with Prolomers,and the near confidence we had in one another, ſuffe, 
red meto declare my moſt ſecret thoughts to him alone. We were at Maracands, 
when I told him the trouble it was to me, that I could not write to Pari/ats, not hy. 
ving been able at my coming _ to obtain that permiſſion, which I had 
of her. Ptolomens thought a while upon what I ſaid, and being ſenſible of the 
ſadneſs which he found in my words and countenance, after he had conſidered a li 
tle, Dear brother, (ſaid he) the Gods doe Without dowbt inſpire me a means for your ſe 
risf ation, and if you approve of what I ſhall propoſe to you, 1 believe you may ger Le 
zers conveyed to Pariſatis. 

| embraced him dearly at that Propoſition, and beſeeching him moſt earneſtly 
diſcover what he knew toward my happineſs; The Gods, and my good fortune (cor 
tinued he) have bren pleas'd, that in ſpite of the obſtacles I have met Withal, and of tle 
difficulties I have overcome, 1 by the greatneſs of my love, and by my ſervices, bave inn 
the favour of Apamia, as you have heard already 7 2. me: That Princeſſe is as dew 
co Pariſatis, as her ſer Barſina is zo Statira, and 1 believe rhat of all the Ladies wa 
her perſon, there is not any hath a more free acceſſe to ber , ſhe trufts her With ber nf 
ſecret thomghts, and prefers her viſibly before all thoſe ſhe loves. I am vain enough t 
promiſe my ſelf, that ont of hey friendſhip to me, and her eſteem of you, fhee will nit 
void the occaſion of doing you good offices, and that if you rruſft a Letter to her, for wil 
not onely deliver it to Parilatis, but will alſo make her Well ſatisfied with her liberty , «nl 
pardon youre; ſte bath a great deal of dexterity, a great deal of freedome, and a great dnl 
of power with Pariſatis. Tomorrow } will diſpatch Lycaſtes rhe moſt faithful nl 
wnderftanding of all my ſervants, with Letters to her, if you ſend any one of yours aln 
with hins, to bring you back. word Whaz for hath done for you. 7 aſſnre my ſelf 
will receive ſatisfattion from her ; and 7 will beſrech her ſo ardently to ſerve you, the 
my prayers ſhall not be nnprofitable. 

accepted Prolomens his offer with much joy, and though I was in a continual 

of difpleaſing my Princeſſe, ] paſſed it over at that time, and aſſuring my ſelf upon 
eApamix's difcretion, that ſhe would not give her ry Letrer without ſuch precaut- 
on as was neceſſary, I in the end refolved to write to her ; and with that intention 
having left Prolomers, that he might have leiſure to think of his diſpatch, I went + 
way todo the like, and after having long bethought my ſelf of words to {weetenthe 
fault Icommitted in ufurping a fayour,which had not been granted me,I at laſt wrote 
co her in theſe cearms. 


LYSIMACHUS to the Princelle PARISATIS. 


Madam, 
F the Queens permiſſion had been neceſſary for the liberty 
take, I ſhould have followed your Orders with a mo#i perft# 
obedience ; but not addreſſing theſe lines, witbout the mediatios 
of one that is dear to you, erther ber conſideration will make y0% 
pardon my fault, or ber diſcretion will keep it from your know 
ledge. If theſe words bave the happineſſes to employ your % 
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for ſome few moments, they will recall into your memory the image 


of the moſt fairbfull of all men living, and the remembrance of 
thoſe glorions bopes, to which you have given me leave to raiſe 
my thoughts. Were I but dear enough tothe Gods to hope you 
had ftill conſerv/'d the Idea of him who adores you with all the 
reſpect we owe tothem, I ſhould ſuffer the rigors of this cruell 
abſence with a conrage, which begins to forſake me with my hope, 
and ſhould only fight to obtain glory, whereas now 1 doit only to 
ſeek adeatb,to which my miſeries make merun,as to the only reme- 
dy not forbidden me. But if my unhappineſſe be as great as my te. 
merity, and if the 1dea of this unfortunate man, be either trouble- 
ſom to you, or be ſlipt out of your remembrance, be will without 
ſorrow lay down alife, which he cannot keep without hope, and 
will die without any other grief,then that of depriving you there- 
by, of the moſt zealous, and mo$t faitbfull of all thoſe, that ever a- 
dared you. 


This was what T wrote unto my Princeſſe at that time, and having given it to 
Prolomens, he ſhowed me a note he had written in my favour to eApamia, which hee 
folded up in his Letter with mine. I think the words of it were theſe or to this. pur- 


pole. 
PTOLOMEUS To the Princeſſe AP AMIJ. 


F Lyſimachus bzs ſafety were wot much dearer to me then my 

own, 1 ſhould not demand proofs of my Princeſſes friendſhip, 
of the nature of thoſe I now deſire; I put my life with that of 
this dear friend into ber hands, and am enconraged by her good- 
neſſe to hope ſhe will bave ſome care of their conſervation ; ſhee 
bath all power with the Princeſſe Pariſatis, and if 1 have any 
with ber, I conjure ber to get her ts receive Ly ſimachus bs Let- 


.ter,and 10 doe ſomething more (if it be poſſible) for his ſatisfa&i- 


on: T1ſball takethis fawvonr as the greateſt I can receive from 
ber, next to that of ber friendſhip. | 


When we had ſealed our Letters, Prolomews ſent away Lycaſtes, and I cauſed him 
to be accompanied by my Squire C/eanres, in whom I had moſt confidence of any man 
abour me, and whoſe fidelity I had made trial of in many encounters, We gave them 
charge to make all the haſte they could, with order to come back to us into the 
Countrey of the Sacans, whether the King was preparing to enter, We went from 
Maracanaa ſome few days after, and croſs'd the Xenippa, where we defeated certain 
Troops that were drawn together to hinder our paſſage, and from thence we came 
into the Province of Naura, That Countrey by oo mediation of Prince Oxyartes, 
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ut it ſelf into the Kings hands, and from thence he marched againſt che Sacans; but 

rince Cohortanus Koxang's Father, who was Governour of that Province, cametg 
meet him, and receiving him as his King , made very magnificent entries for ug 
through all the Towns of his Government, and without drawing ſword ſubmittedt 
him, all the Countrey under his obedience. You have heard how courteoully the 
King ufed him, and moreover how it was there he fell in love with that crafty wo. 
man, and accompliſhed that mariage which was diſapproved by all his friends , and 
which hath caus'd us ſo many misfortunes, and ſo much ſorrow. 

The whole Court was taken up with the pomp of that fatal marriage, and Roxan, 
was in the higheſt pitch her ambition had ever made her aim at, when Pro/omens his 
Squire, and mine return'd from S»ſa. Ptolomers by his, received a Letter from 4. 
pamia, but mine came back empty handed. I began to be afflicted at my misfortune 
and to expreſs my grief for a thing, which nevertheleſſe I was prepared for before, 
vvhen Ptolomews found a little note in his Letter, which we believe contained an an. 
ſwer of the Commiſſion he had given unto Apamiaz He read her Letter,the word 
vvhereof I do not remember, beſides the recital of them is no vvay importantty 
that of my life ; and after that vve open'd the note in which we found theſe words 


The Princeſſe APAMIA , to Prince PTFOLOMEUS, 


* T Udge by the ſucceſſe, with what care I have laboured for 
** K your friends intereſts, Pariſatis's minde is not eaſily to be 
* managed, butL have fo perſecuted her, that without dont 
©*T have drawn more from her then you expected; doe not 
*accuſe mec if you bee not both ſatisfied, and believe will 
© lole no occaſions of doing your friend all the good offices 
*he can hopefor, from a perlon who hath a molt particular 
* eſteem of his merit. 


A little below theſe lines we ſaw others, vvhich vve inftantly knew ro be my Prit- 
ceſſes hand, and caſting my eyes upon them vvith incredible tranſports, Prolomen 
and I read theſe vvords, 


© Apamis is the moſt troubleſome creature in the world; 
* ſhee is not contented with having made mee receive Lyſims 
« cbxs his Letter , but will alſo make me aſſure him my felfe, 
© that L have not forgotten him, and I am willing to give 
« her that teſtimony of my friendſhip to her, and Lyſemachu 
© that of my eſteem of him. 


T read theſe words over a thouſand times, and kiſs'd the Letters as often , vvith 
fach'excefs of joy, as J am not able torepreſent. See vvhat my condition vvas, 
in vvhat manner J acknowledged the meric of that Princeſs, and the price of her f- 
; vours, ſince after a fervice of many years, J was fo overjoyed to receive VV 
vvhich ſcarce ſaipaſſed the limits of ordinaty civility.; and yer it is moſt true , thit 


' | perhapsnever Lover vvelcomed the favours he had moſt ardently defired,vvith great 


raptures of contentment, then J ſhowed at theſe flejght markes of my Prince - 
metn- 
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membrance, J vvould not ſtop at ſo happy beginnings , but making uſe of the ſame 
conveniency, and of eApamia's goodneſs, vvho aſtiſted ie vvith ſo much freedome, J 
vvrote to her many times during the reſt of our Voiage, and vvas us'd by her vvith 
thatequalicy, vvhich J bave ever found in her moderate humour, Within a few days 
after, Crater and ] were ſent vvith a flying Camp againſt Ha»ſtenes, and Catexes,the 
moſt inſolent Barbarians that ever vvere, and vyho yetrefuſed the yoak to ,vyhich all 
Aſia had ſubmitted. We defeated them in a pirch?d bartel, and Carenes being kill'd 
by my hand, and Hawſtenes taken priſoner, the King found nothing more to doin that 
Countrey,but prepared himſelf for his march into the Zndies. It vvas at that time 
that the misfortune of the Philoſopher Callithenes, and mine alſo hapned as ] have 
told you already, and although I ſtood then upon very ill tearms in the Kings. opt- 
nion, yet would J not failto attend him through honour in that Expedition , as the 
moſt dangerous of all thoſe he had ever undertaken. You have heard the facceſle | 
of that famous Voiage, how we entred into the /xdies, the Towns we ſtormed, the / 
batte's we gave, and the notable Victory the King obtained of Porus, to, whom hee / 
ceneroully reſtored his kingdom. From thence we yyent into the Countrey of the | 
Sophiter, took the City of the Oxydrakgs, by aſſault, where the King with fo great 
danger of bis perſon, ſhowed ſo many proots of an admirable valour ; we aſd the 
Gedroſia, and oyer-ran all the [zdies with the ſucceſs that, accompanied the King in 
all his Expeditions. Why ſhould I keep you longer in a ſuperfluous. Relation? /.In 
ſhort, after having done things that ſurpaſs belief, and made the bounds of his Em- 
pire almoſt as vaſt as thoſe of the whole Earth, the King vvich his Triumphant Ar- 
my took his way toward S/a, and arrived there two years after his departure from 
thence, I have told you ſuccinAly, what paſy'd in many years, but J will recount the 
more important accidents of my life , ſomerking more at large, and the recital of 
them vvil without doubt be lefle tedious to you, You heard from T yrexs the Kings re- 
ception into that Town, after vvhat manner he carried himſelf to the Princeſſes, and 
how by the ſight of Srarira, he grew more inflamed then ever , in that love, which 
the rigorous uſage of that Princeſle, a two years abſence , the great employments 
he had, and the charms, or rather the artifices of wicked Roxana, had almoſt extin- 
guiſhed ; you know how he fell to ſerve her more ardently chen before, and how 
that courageous Princeſs continued a long time the proſecution of her former 
rigour, and generouſly diſdaig*d that authority yvhich the chance of war, and the 
misfortunes of her family had given him over;her. 1 will notte[l you how I vvas.re- 
ceived by the Princeſſe Pariſars, I found her the very ſame, and that modergipn } 
had always obſerved in her, from the birth of my affeRtion, had not forſaken ber; nor 
never parted trom her ſo long as the Gods were pleas'd to continue her amang mor- 
tals: Certain it is, I never law fo great a firmneſs and ſolidity ja a mind, nor did I 

ever ſee her vvaver in any reſolution her duty made her take. | 
Yet I may ſay vvithout vanity, that at my. arrival, ſhee went a little beyond the 
bounds of rhateſteem, within which ſhe ſeemed to have limited my pretenſions; and 
that if ſhe did not expreſs ſome love to me , ſhe at leaſt ſhowed me marks af 4 grege 
deal of good will: I receiv'd them as the Soveraign felicity,to yvhich I had eyey rai- 
fed my thoughts, and began to hope for the moſt advantageous change in my fartuge, 
that I had ever propoſed unto my ſelf. I return'd thanks to the Princeſs Apamia,ag- 
4 ſwerable to the greatne's of my obligations,and found her ſo diſpoſed co the contiay- 
ance of her good offices, that J abuſed her goodneſs oftentimes, to entertain my 
Princeſs at her Lodgings out of Hepheſtions preſence. And truly J was not {o unfor- 
tunare, but tkat by the length and diligence of my lervices, I. gain'd all that could be 
precended to, from a perſon of her humour, and likewiſe hopes of being preferred. be- 
tore Hepheſt ion, if it depended abſolutely upon her own choice; ' but how great aFu- 
tances ſoever } received of her favour, | could never perſwade her to makerany reli- 
ſtance againſt the vvill of S$ygambis, nor ever to- follow any other Laws while thee 
lived, then thoſe ſhe ſhould preſcribe her. That vvas my misfortune , and my utzes 
tune, and my rival fortified by the Kings aſſiſtance, employed his interceſſion {6 
powerfully to $7/igambss, that that ambitious Queen, finding greater gw Tr 
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matching her daughter to Hepheſt ion, vvho had an abſolute power vvith eAlexander, 
took his part openly, and declared her intentions publickly. She commanded the 
Princeſſe her daughter to receive his ſervices, as from one whom ſhe deſtined for her 
husband, and whoſe alliance the change of their condition made them to accept 
with joy, as that of a Prince, who by the favour of the greateſt man upon Earth,was 
at that time the ſecond perſon in the world : I heard from Apamiathe firſt news of 
the misfortune I had ever feared, ſhe was vvilling to flatter me, by the relation ſhee 
made of the grief this command had wrought in Pariſatis ; but 1 vvas eaſily unde. 
ceived, and judg'd vvith probability, that albeit ſhe inclined to my ſide, the graceful 
faſhion of my rival, his valour, and the other good qualities he poſleſs'd very advan. 
rageouſly, would quickly comfort her, though ſhe perhaps had receiv'd that com- 
mand with ſome diſpleaſure. I nevertheleſle beſeeched Apamia, to help me to the 
means of ms. her with more liberty, then I ſhould have from thencefor- 
ward at the Palace,and Pari/ati« was content to give Apama that proof of her friend- 
ſhip, and me that recompence of the ſervices I had done her, ſince my ill fate forbad 
me ts hope for a greater one. I had the happineſs to ſee her at that Princeſſes Cham, 
ber, and having caſt my ſelf at her feer, I faid all that a moſt violent paſſion could 
put into the mouth of a deſpairing-man ; I ſpared neither vvords nor tears to move 
her, but though I ſtirr'd up ſome piry- in her , and that I found her touch'd vyith 
ſo much tenderneſſe and compaſſion, it vvas impoſſible for me to make her change her 
reſolution, or draw her in the leaſt manner from the tearms of that obedience, to 
which ſhe had ſabmitted her ſelf. 7 doe not diſavow, Lyſimachus,(ſaid ſhe )bat tha 
your ſervices full of reſpeft,and diſcretion, have really Wrought in me ſome gooa Will te 
Ward you, and 7 give you proofs of it, Which you cannot but acknowledge, if you hav 
or chang'd your humour ; yet neither can you deny bur that through the whole courſedf 
Jour affettion, and in all the aſſurances } have given you of my eſteem, have uſed al 
thoſe precantions that might free me from your reproaches : Teſteem you very much, and 
5f you force me to ſay more, 7 bear a good Will toward you, which goes beyond an eſter, 
and which 7 never bore to any other body in rhe world ; but I have not ſo ſtrong an 4 
ftion to you, 4s to make me forget what I owe unto my ſelf , and to commit faults t 
World wonnd my reputation, and doe a mortal injury to that illuſtrious blood whence I 
am deſcended. | 

* Madam, (faid I, interrupting her )I demand no proofs of you,that can offend the 
© ſevereſt vertue,I do not require that you ſhould openly oppoſe the Queens will, nor 
© that in ſpite of her commands, you ſhould tye your {elf to the fortune of a miſeti- 
* ble man;; But what wrong ſhall you doe your ſelf,or your birth, or your reputt- 
*tion,though you ſhould take the pains to repreſent unto her the ſincerity of my aff. 
* ion, and though you ſhould let her know , you copfd receive a command in ny 
* favour, vvith more ſatisfaQtion, then one to the advantage of my rival ; ſhe will not 
* accuſe you of meanneſs of ſpirit, nor vvill ſhe think it ſtrange you ſhould be pleas 
* vith the ſervices of Lyſimachm,ſince ſhe ſuffers,and furthers the ſuit of Hepheſtin, 
* who, bate the King favour, cannot boaſt of any advantage over me. 

Lyſimachu, (replyed the Princeſſe) never deſire thoſe things of me, Which I neither 
ought, nor will ever be of an humonr to grant you; f value Hepheſtion very much, 7 
am obliged to him for the ſervices he has done me, and } have no averſion to hus perſon, but 
notwithſtanding this declaration, which I makg to you with truth, if you can perſwade 
the Q ween to ach, me my inclinations, and to leave it to my oWn diſpoſing whether 1 vil 
make choice of Hepheſtion or of your ſelf, I proteſt to you it ſhall never be but in J07 
favor. Behold the greateſt you can ever hope for from me, and? beſeech you to deſire 
More. | | 

This was all I could obtain of her, and retiring a little from me, ſhe left me, in 2 
mortal afflition, accompanied with an unprofitable conſolation. In former times 1 
ſhould have received ſuch a diſcourſe, vvith tranſports of joy , but then my misfot- 
tune vvas too near, and effects were too neceſſary for me to be ſatisfied with words 4- 
lone; it was not enouph that ſhe wiſh'd, it was requiſite to doe ſomething in MY 
favour, and J was no longer in a condition to be ſatisfied with fruitleſs deſires. 1 pat 
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all che night after,in choughts full of irreſolution, and in conſiderations of my misfor- 
tune, which were like to have ſent me to my grave : All my deſignes ended in the 
death of Hepheſtion ; but before I came to that extreamity, -vvhich vvas indeed a way 
to my revenge,butnot to the free poſleſlion of my Princeſs, I refolv'd to try the means 
I had yet Jetr, and uſe ſome endeavours to tutn Syſgembito my lide ; I flaw but lit- 
tle poſlibility in it, but I vvould not negleR any thing that could ferve for my pre- 
ſervation, I could not entertain her in particular of all the day following, bur the next 
after, hearing ſhe vvas alone in her Cloſet, I deſired admittance,vvhich vvas very civilly 
ranted me. Aſſoon as I vvas alone vvith her, I fell down upon my knee , and not- 
withſtanding all ſhe did to make me riſe, I continued ſtill in that poſture, and ſpoke 
to her on this manner: Jr  #o longer tire, Madam, to ack, you pardon of a favulr, for 
which 7 ſee my ſelf ſeverely puniſmed, and for which I have already ſuffered aff the parns 
that could be due ts the blackeſt crimes. I have been infinitely to blame, for having rai- 
ſed my thoughts unto the Princeſs Pariſatis , who cannot bee worthily ſerv*d, but by the 
greateſt King in the world : but *tts a fault, which certainly ſhe hath forced me to com- 
mit, and againſt which I have made all the reſiſtance, a juſt knowledge of my own deme- 
rit could inſpire. 1 have done amiſſe, in having without your conſent , ſerv'd her who 
dravvs her birth from you, and all whoſe intentions are -governed wholly by yours; but 
that ſame knowledge which made me defend my ſelf Jong againſt her charms kept me from 
declaring te you ſuch ambitious deſugnes, and Would fill tye up my tongue, if the fortune 
of my rival did not authoriſe my preſumption, Sinct you ſuffer Hepheſtions prerenſionr, 
1 may withour offending you, make confeſſion of mine, and takg the boldneſſe to declare my 
love, from the alloWance,you afford to his. . T howgh fortune,or his deſerts have given him 
the favonr of a King, the Heavens have made me to be born, with ſome advantage above 
him, and I am of a blood to which he thinks it an honour to be allied in a very remote 
degree. 1 lay theſe things before your eyes, onely to obtain pardon for 4 fault, which you 
have pardoned in him, and no to draw from your Majeſty, a conſent to my bappine/-, 
Which 1 can neither hope for by my birth, nor merit : *T is onely my paſſion, the pureſt, 
and moſt perfeft that ever Was, that intercedes to you now in favor of me, *tis that Which 
makes me embrace your knees, and beg a life of you, which I Will not keep but for the ſer- 
vice of your family ; be pleaſed to ſuffer me toſerve Pariſatis, with the ſame hopes that 
Hepheſtion doth, andincline onely to hins who of us two ſhall make himſelf moſt conſide- 
rable by his ſervices, or who by his adorations ſhall oblige the Princeſſe to favour him 
with her choice ; it is a mercy full of juſtice which 7 beg of you,and which f conjure you 
_— me 7 the memory of Darius, and by all that you acknowledge to be moſt holy,and 
venerable. 

; Tended in this manner, kiffing the hem'of her garment, and embracing her knees, 
with actions which mollihed her without doubt, and made me diſcover ſome maxks of 
compaſhon in her face. But after having patiently heard me, and made yer forthe at- 
tempts to raiſe meup, ſhe replyed in thefte words; © The Gods are-my witfeſles, 
* Lyſimachne, that your perſon is very conſiderable ro me,-and that your Diſcourſe 
* has touch'd me very ſenſibly 4 I know the greatneſſe of your birth, and am acquain- 
*ted with the merit of your perſon, both of them Fee me juſt inclinations for you, 
"and make me accountmy daughters happy, to finde in their misfortunes, and in the 
* ruine of our Family, thatſuch as your elf, yet turn their eyes upon them. And I 
* beſeech you to believe, it isnot the favour of | Alexander, neither the need. we'bave 
* our preſent calamity, of a ſupport near the King, that makes me prefer Hephe- 
* ſion before you ; nor yet lefſe any advantage I have obſerved in his perſon more 
*then yours, that moves me to approve of his defignes , but his having made them 
- known to me'ſooner then you, and the promifes whereby I am engaged to the King 
* and to hitn 5 you are not ignorant, that among perſons of our quakty they are in- 
* violable z and you know beſides, that they ro whom I have given my word , are in 
" acdndition to make me keep it, and that I am little capable to diſpure ir with them. 
0 hope, Ly/imachw, you will be ſatisfied with theſe reaſons, and that you will not at- 

tribute a pure effe& of my misfortune, to any want of good will, -or reſpect. 
This was the aafwer I had from Syſgarmbir, and Lby it was ſo morrally — 
wit 
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with grief, that it was impoſſible for me to difſemble it from the Queen ;/I roſe 
from 0 her, okhearomieing, and went out of the Cloſet ſo changed ; hat 
could hardly have been known. | . 

Hitherto Orcondates had bearkned to Lyſmachus, without —_—— him , bu 
when he was in this partof his relation, he could not forbear ſaying to him with a dee 
ſigh, Ah, Lyſimachus ! What a reſemblance onr misfortunes have to one another; an 
how much you will afflift me by the recital of your diſaſters. I ſhall be too much concer. 
ned in them, to hearken to them With curioſity ; but *tis no matter, let's break, throw 
theſe dangerou paſſages, and ſince the remainder of ony lives is deſtined only to miſerig, 
let 4 not henceforth entertain each other with any thing bur matters of affliftion. 

Oroondates holding his peace after theſe words, and diſpoſing himſelf to lend at. 
tention, Lyſimachus went on with his Diſcourſe on this manner. 


The end of the firſt Book. 
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Hich way ſhall ] be able (great Prince) to deſcribe the exceſe 
of my affliction, after the cruel ſentence of Syſgambi ? Imw 
gine to your ſelf, all that love, jealouſie, grief, anger, and dv 
ſpair, can produce in a ſoul mortally agitated with all theſe pal. 
10ns, and you may £0 near to conceive the motions that tor- 
mented mine. I paſs'd the reſt of the day in tranſports of a man diſtracted , which 
cauſed a fear in Pro/omens, who forſook me not in my misfortunes, that I was in ſome 
danger of loſing my ſenſes. But for his hindrance I ſhould not have deferred my 
reſentments longer ; but he perſwaded me to try yet the Kings favour, thereby to 
free my ſelf from thoſe reproaches | might receive one day, of having offended him 
injuſtly. To ſatisfie him I wentto the Palace next morning, and getting the Ki 
moved, to grant me leave to ſpeak with him in youens he ſent for me alone into hs 
Cloſet, Idrew near to a window upon which he was leaning, and having made my 
obeiſance to him, with a countenance quite changed, he in my eyes found marks-of 
my deſpair ; I think he doubted what was the cauſe that "_ t me, but he diſſem- 
bled it, and having asked me very coldly, 1 come, Sir, (faid |) robeg of your Me 
jeſty, what a Prince who bath the honony to be of your blood, hopes he may obtain, and 
what a moſt juſt King may lawfully grant to one that hath moſt faithfully ſerved him; 
T require of you neither Treaſures nor Provinces for the price of the blood I have leſt in 
your ſervice, my ambition 1s more noble, and more legitimate, and if it be blameable it 
having made me raiſe my eyes to the Princeſſe Pariſatis, 7 have preſcribed juſt _— - 
thoſe 
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thoſe deſires it hath bred in me ; ſinct it is not that Princeſſe I demand for rhe recompence 
of my ſervices, but onely the power to ſerve her with an advantage equal to that of my 
rivals ; let your Majeſty be pleas'd but to reſtrain your avthority , and not te declare 
your ſelf F, Hepheſtion, againſt a perſon who hath the happineſſe to be neer you ; leave 
but Parifatis the liberty of her choice, and thoſe that ſerve her, the hope of being recom- 
penced according to the merit of their ſervices. 1uſtice ſpeaks in favony of my intereſts, 
and its conſideration alone, may move a King, who hath alway? followed it exattly, to 
orant,\What he Wonld refuſe to my birth, and ſervices. | 
" The King would not ſuffer me to ſay more, bur interrapting me tartly ; * Ly ſima- 
| chus, (ſaid he) my intentions were ſufficiently known to ybu, to keep you from 
* asking me a thing which I neither can, nor will grant you z; 1am not ignorant of 
«your birth and ſervices, neither are you pram: of the friendſhip I bear Hepheſti- 
©,» ; nor of the promiſe J have made to aſſiſt him in an affeion which he diſcovered 
© to me before you did yours, and in which ] ſtrengthned him my ſelf by the hopes J 
© have given him, This knowledge ought not onely to have diſſwaded you from a 
*moſt unjuſt requeſt, but ought alſo to have curbed choſe deſignes which you have 
* nouriſhed to the prejudice of my intentions,and of the command I gave you to the 
* contrary. | 

Theſe words wentſo near me, that it was impoſſible for me to ſiffer the continua- 
tion of them without interruption ; and though the death of C1y#F, had baniſhed li- 
berty of ſpeech from Court, my rage blinded me ſo far, that I could not forbear to 
make this reply. 

I never failed of my obedience to your Majeſty, while you required no other proofs of 
it, but ſuch as were within my power ; and Hepheſtion never obeyed you more readily 
then 1 whenſce're you commanded us to aſſault a wall , or charge into a Battalion ; but 


; when you forbad me to lovePariſatis, I confeſſe I diſobeyed yow , as I ſhould have done 


the Gods themſelves, if they had impoſed the ſame command upon me ; I love her, and 
ſerve her , and I muſt love her and ſerve her to my grave ; my paſſion. for her never 
withdrew me from any occaſion whether y our ares call'd me ; I bear the marks of it, 
all over my body, and ſuch as this happy Favourite cannot ſhew the like. I1f by the num- 
ber of my Wounds I cannor diſpute wah him for Alexanders favour, 1 will diſpnte with 
him to the laſt drop of my blood, for the poſſeſſion of Pariſatis ; ler your Majeſty be but 
pleas'd to give us leave,to decide our pretenſions with our ſwords ; let Pariſatis be his, Who 
us the more valiant, or the more happy, and let death be the portion of him that # the wea- 
ker, or the more unfortunate. | 

The King could hardly contain himſelf at the hearing of theſe words,and his anger 
breaking out through his eyes,and in the changes of his countenance, would without 
doubt have terrified a- werdpa from whom , his diſaſters had not taken away that 
affedion which we naturally bear to life. But J beheld him without fear, as likewife 
without fear I heard him make this ariſwer. 

*This isnot the firſt time, Lyſimachns, that you have given proofs of your irreve- 
* rence, and contempt of him to whom you are born a ſubjeR, -I remember it ſtill ve- 
3 well, and I ſhall beableto bring you again within the limits of your duty, when- 
* ſoever you ſhall take the boldneſs to go beyond them: In the mean time I forbid: 
*you not only to croſs Hepheſtion in his love, but ſo much as ever to look upon Parj- 
*/atis; and I proteſt to you by Iupiter Hammon,and by the foul of King Phil;p,that 
*if you diſobey what Icommand, by all the authority I have over you,] will have no 
* reſpec at all unto your birth, but will ſubmit you to the ſeverity of our Laws, as the 
* meaneſt Macedonian. 

He brought forth theſe laſt words with ſuch a thundring voice , that they eaſily 
were heard by them it the next Chamber,and not ap ng me any leifure fo reply, he 
opened the Cloſer door himſelf, and went outto the Company,who quickly obferved 
in his face, the ill humour J had put him in. Icame'out after Im, and paſs'd.through 
the Chamber ſo blinded with grief and rage, chat J hardly knew my deareſt friends 
as.] went by thetn. Prolomems followed me,and Antigone, Polypercon,C: raters, Em 
menes, Meleager, and many others, whom favour did not baſely make to _ ho 
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friends,came preſently after to my Lodging, and offered me all the aſſiſtance I could 
deſire from their friendſhip. 1 wasſo tranſported,that I had fcarce the judgement tg 
thank them for their offers, and Prolomexs having eas'd me of that care, they retired 
within. a while, and left me at ynaqs boy _ my anger, and to let my grief break 
forth with violence. Then it was that I diſcharged my heart, by words full of paſ- 
ſion,and that] poured forth againſt Alexander: injuſtice, all that rage, and af... 
ment.could put into the mouth of'a deſperate man; 1 walked faſt upand down, and 
making a ſtop now and then with furious exclamarions, I ſtruck a fear of my ſafety 
into them that were about me. Ck 

What 1(faid,1) will they then thus by authority takg Parifatis aWay from meand my ſoul 
with her? Shall a Tyr ant diſpoſe thus of What 1 alone have lavofully acquired, and ſhall hi 
Minion triumph over my life for a reward of. his flatteries ? Np,no,Hepheſtion; No,u, 
Alexander, you are. yet,at the end of your deſigns, and to give you notice that Lyſj- 
machus x a/4ve, is enomgh te per/wade you, that you ſhall not carry away theſe illuſtriau 
ſpoils without blowdſtad;, Ter ival,l have an heart ſtill, and 1 have alſo an hand to pierce 
thine athauſand.times; and; with thy life, tear an image thence , which it is unworthy 
to conſerwe. 

Inthe like ſpeeches, and motions full of fury, I ſpent the reſt of the day, all Pt4- 
lomens his Cou nd.thoſg of my, other friends, who came to viſit, me , not being 
able any- way.toYbate my ſorrows, nor moderate; the violence of my reſolutions: 
When Pro{omens ſaw, I was reſolv'd; to run to extreamities, and that I no longer gaze 
ear to the reaſons he alledged, he gave over arguing againſt my intentions, and onely 
told me,cthat whatſoever my.deſign was, he would blindly follow my fortune, and ne- 
ver ſeparate. himſelf from my intereſts, I thanked him tor his affection, as much a 
I could in that condition, and- having aſſured him, that 1 would not refuſe the prod 
of it,when they ſhould be neceſſary. for me; I begg'd'of him to viſit Apamia, and. to 
attempt yet. ſomething in my behalf. When I was rid of him, J bethought my {lf 
of. the meanes to ſee Hepheſtion, and not figdingit.very eafie, by reaſon of a grat 
number of perſons whom fayour kept ſti]l cloſe p = him. ] believd J could os 
declare my intentions to him otherwiſe then by a Letter, which J might without && 
ficulty get delivered. to him, by ſome ſervant of mine who were not known unto 
his Family, With. this deſign J call'd for paper, and wrote to him in theſe tearas 


LYSIMACHUS To HEPHES TION. 


y | T. is not by the Kings favour, Hepbeſtzon, that P ariſatiis 
** Þto bediſpured for, that Conqueſt 1s too illuſtrious tobe 
* obtain'd by any other price, then that of our blood ; our 
*« Swords ſhall decide our conteſtations, and ſhall give the 
* Conquerour that glorious recompence of his valour and 
**death to the conquered for the puniſhment of his ambition. 
© Theſe ſhall be the Laws of our Combat, and 'tis to obſerve 
*them, that I ſtay for you in Saturn's Field, with my ſword 
* alone, other arms would butretard our deſigns,and would 


* ſuit ill with the deſire of Conquering, or. dying preſently. 


Having written this Letter I called Timantes , who of.all my ſervants. was leaſt 
knownat Court, but not leaſt capable of ſuch a Commiſſionz ] inſtructed him in 
what he had to doe, and having injoined him ſecrecy upon his life, J paſs'd the night 
inthe impatiency you imagine. 
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All the Court was full of our Aﬀairs, and very few were ignorant of the cauſe I 
had to quarrel with Hepheſtion, but there were fewer who believed, that after having 
received ſo expreſs a command tothe contrary from the King, and ſuch freſh threats, 
] would ſo quickly run to extremities wherein niy deſtru&tion appeared inevitable. 
This was it that facilitated my deſign, and hindred Hepheſtions friends ai'1 mine from 
keeping with us, as they would have done, if that opinion had not made them a lit- 
tle contident. Yerdid I notdoubt but that Hepheſtio would have a great many with 
him at his riſing,and that Pro/omers,and ſome others of my friends would come early 
to my Lodging, whereupon I got abroad by break of day, and mounting my beſt 
horſe, I went out of the Town alone, after having given Tymantes ſuch other orders 
and inſtructions as were neceſſary ; he diſcharged that truſt very diſcreetly, and I 
will tell you the manner asI learn'd it from himſelf. Scarce did the day begin to ap- 
pear, when he wasat Hepheſtions gate, he went into the Court , up ſtairs, and into 
the great Chamber withour difficulty, theentry thither not being hard for a man of 
any faſhion, but po near the door of the anti-chamber, with many others,who 
waited for Hepheſtions riſing, he knocked ſoftly, a door-keeper _ it a little,and 
having rebuked him forthe noiſe he made,while Hepheſtion was aſleep, * I know the 
* orders well enough, (ſaid he) to pay him that reſpect if I were not forced to break 
*it, by aſtronger conſideration, tell your Maſter that I have a very important ad- 
* vertiſementto give him, and that for the ſafety of his life, he ought to admit me to 
* the ſpeech of hum without further delay. 

See how far this man hazarded his life to ſerve me, there is no doubt but if He- 
pheſtion had not been truly generous, he had been in manifeſt peril, and ir was that 
knowledge made me make uſe of ſo dangerous a way. The door-keeper having 
made ſome of Hepheſtions principal ſervants acquainted with what Timantes had faid, 
they were of opinion together, x wo the buſineſle was of conſequence enough ro wa- 
ken him for it, and thereupon going preſently to his bedſide, they interrupted his 
ſleep to tell him what they had heard from Timantes. Hepheſt;on preſently comman- 
ded him to be brought into the Chamber, and to his bedſide, and ſeeing Hepheſtions 
ſervants were retired, he delivered my Letter to him, ſaying, hee in that paper ſhould 

finde the advertiſement he had to give him. 

I know not what Hepheſtion Fought when he ſaw himſelf ſo deceiv'd, but Timan-, 
tes told me heread it without being moved, and without ſhowing any other marks 
in his eyes and countenance, fave of anger and fierceneſs. When he had made an end 
of reading it, he ſaid ſo low that he could not be over-heard by thoſe that were on 
the far ſide ot the Chamber, you are 4 diſcreet max, and I am not leſſe obliged ro you 
then your Maſter. 

With theſe'words, hecall'd for his Cloaths, and commanded his beſt Horſ ſhould 
be made ready, and brought preſently ro the Gate ; Being extreamly reſpe&ed by 
his ſervants, he was obeyed withour tarther informing themſelves of his intentions, 
and was no ſooner drefled,but he went outof his Chamber, and not ſuffering any 
of his people to attend him, came down into the Court, and took the Horſe he had 
given order for. The place | had appointed him vvas futficiently known ; it was there 
the King us'd often to exerciſe his Troups, being a Field not above ten or twelve fur- 
longs from the City. He gallopt his Horſe full ſpeed through the ſtreers of S»/a, 
and carried by an impatiency like mine,went out of the Town, and came to me much 
ſooner then I expeted. When 1 ſaw him appear, all my blood was moved, and all 
my paſſions ſtirr'd-up with ſo much vehemence, that they deprived me of the judge- 
ment, I was wont to make uſe of in ſuch like encounters: Iran to meet him with 
my Sword ready drawn, and with athreataing cry, not having modeſty enough to 
forbear ſaying; Hereir is, thou unjuſt rider of my happineſs, that we will de- 
cide our pretenſions, otherwiſe then by the favour of thy Maſter, and thou ſhalt ci- 
ther loſe Pariſat, with thy life, or win her, with mine. Hee ſtaid not to anſwer 
me, neitherindeed did I give him the leifure, bur ruſhing upon him with more fury . 
then judgement, I was received ſo vigorouſly, that at that firſt encounter, our ſwords 
having met withour effe&, our horſes were liketo have touch'd che ground hg oa 
Ee 2 aut 
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haunches, we rais'd them up again with the ſpur, and having taken a little career tg 
make them recover the ſhock, we turn'd about and cloſed up to one another, with 
the ſame impetuoſity as before, but with a different ſucceſs. I wounded Hepheſtiay 
with the point of my Sword in the ſhoulder, and Hepheſtion ſtriking at me with his 
gave me,a very ſleight touch on the head, but his Sword coming down upon the poll 
of my Horſe, he received a wound wherewith 1 was much more incommodated then 
with my own, That vigorous beaſt, feeling himſelf hurt, fell a leaping and boun, 
ding, and in ſpiteof all I could doe to ſtop him, ran away with me above an hun. 
dred paces; Hepheſtion followed exceeding hercely , and holding his Swerd al. 
moſt at my reins, Ah ! Lyſimachus, (ſaid he) & ir thus thou fighteſt for Pari 
ſatis > 

Theſe words kindled fuch rage in me, as I cannot poſſibly repreſent, and having 
tamed that firſt fury of my Horle, I turn'd his head at laſt againſt Hepheſtion , why 
had overtaken me, and preſſing violently upon him, his Sword ſlipt along my ribs 
withoutentring into my body, and I thruſting mine under his arm, ran him through 
the thigh, and nailed it to the cantle of his Saddle ; the difficulty was to get my 
Sword out again, and judging that J could not have time enough, without giving 
great deal to my _ I quitted it, and flew to the hilts of his, which he had lift- 
ed up, and catch'd faſt hold of itwitha deſign to wreſt it out of his hand ; Hepke. 
ſtion had not foreſeen my intent, and therefore it was not hard for me to effec it, ] 
ſeiſed upon the guard ſo to my advantage, that ſpurring my Horſe, at the ſame tine 
Hepheſtion was conſtrain'd to letit goe ; but he neither loſt heart,nor judgement, for 
pulling mine out of his thigh,with an GN courage, he had already got it ig 
his hand, before I could turn about, and came back ro me more furious then at the 
beginning of the fight. 

At that third encounter our deſignes were both the ſame, but our precipitation 
made them vain, and fortunate to one another ; inſtead of tilting the points iptoad 
others bodies" as We had reſolv'd, we ran both into the ſaddle bowes, but with fuch 4 
force, that my Sword broke into three pieces, and Hepbeſtion's bending to the wy 
hilrs ſprung out of his hand, and fell amongſt our Horſes feer. With that, ſeeingour 
ſelves deprived of our Swords, we began another kind of combar, and claſping one+ 
. nother faſt about the body,and at the ſame inſtant clapping ſpurs to our Horſes, we 

pull'd each other our of our ſaddles,and fell down together upon the grafſe , where 
, we began to ſtruggle for the upper hand ; we ſtrove a great while for = advantage, 
and won it,and loſt it many times, bur after a long conteſtation,we grew weak aud[ 
may ſay without vanity, that Hepheſtiox's wound, and the abundance of blood ths 
ran from it, made the victory incline already to my ſide, and gave me probable hoyes 
of obtaining it, when we were ſurrounded by a great many Horſemen , who had envi- 
roned,and parted us, before we ever perceived them,ſo much were we tranſported with 
rage,and blinded with the deſire of victory. They were our common friends, who 
having been advertiſed by our ſervants,of our departure, had taken horſe in all haſt 
and run after us with all the diligence that was neceſſary, to hinder the ſuccels of out 
combat. Amongſt mine, I ſaw Prolomens, Meleager, Antigonus, Craterusand li 
ny others, and Hepheſtion among his,ſfaw Perdiccas, Selencus, Leonatus , Caſſandn, 
Nearchns, and divers more, whom either the conſideration of his power , or that 
his vertue, had engaged to him, but at that time they none of them took ſides, but 
were contented with ſeparting us, not expreſſing any animoſity at all. Hepheſtiow 
friends carried him back to S»/a, and mine ſtaid with me, not thinking in har fe 
of my affairs, there was any ſafety for me at Court. Alexanders oath and threat 
nings, made them apprehenſive with much reaſon, and they all believed, I could not 
without manifeſt danger of my life appear, till the Kings anger were over. I was 
ſuch a rage at the iſſue of our Combar, and at the knowledge that my condition v4 
but made worſe, and my hopes the more weakned, that J ſhut my ears along time 
gainſt all they propoſed for my ſafety. I would have return'd boldly into wt 
Town, and have expoſed my ſelf to «Alexanders fury, fince by his injuſtice he 


deſtined me to a death, which I judged a thoufand times more cruel, then any be 
cou 
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could have made me ſuffer. The Gods forbid (ſaid ]) that I fbould fly for Hepheſti- 
on, and that that happy Favourite ſhould trinmph over me in Suſa all manner of Ways, 
while 1 hide my (clf ſhamefaully to ſave my life ; neither my birth, nor courage , will 
permit me t0 yeild to him; and if the wrath of a King be to be avoided , *tis onely by 
thoſe, who have drawn it upon themſelves by evil aftions,or who love their lives ſo atar- 
ly, that they are afraid to loſe them ; for my part 1 have ever deſpiſed mine, and have ſo 
many canſes to hate it, that the care of its preſervation ſhall never make me doe any thing 
contrary to my inclinations, nor to that generoſity you have inſpired into me by your ex- 
amples. It ts for cowardly ſouls to fear like ſlaves 1 am born a Free man, and a Prince, 
and will never do a baſeneſs,that might make you bluſh for me, and render me unworthy 
of the glory of my eAnceſtors. 

I ſaid theſe things,and divers others, but on the other ſide they alledged ſo many 
reaſons to me, and uſed the power they had over me ſo imperioully, that J was con- 
ſtrain'd to obey, and go whither it pleaſed them to have me, before the King could 
be advertiſed, and cauſe me to be purſued. They carried me to an houſe which A- 
buliter had, about an hundred furlongs from $»ſa, it was in a Wood, far from any 
High-way, and my friends believ'd I might lie there to be cured of my wounds, while 
they uſed their endeavours to make my peace with the King. They left the there with 
Prolomeus, who ſtaid to keep me company, and a while atter they ſent me Chirurgi- 
ans, and ſuch of my ſervants, as were moſt neceffary for me ; my rage was riſen to 
ſo high a pitch, that of a long time I was not capable of any diſcourſe, and Pro/o- 
mers had very much adoe to perſwade me to let my wounds be drefs'd ; they were 
ſuch light ones,that I hardly kept my bed at all for them, and within a fottnighrt they 
were perfealy healed. Iheard news every day from S#/a, by my friends, who came 
to viſit me,and gave me a faithful account of all that paſs'd at Court. From them I 
learn'd the extremity of the Kings anger, and in what manner it had broken forth; he 
was not ſo wel able to diſſemble it,but that he loudly redoubled his threats againſt me, 
and proteſted I ſhould never obtain his pardon. He ſeemed neverthelefſe to be fa- 
tified for the preſent with my abſence, and not believing I was fo near him, he uſed 
no great induſtry to have me taken ; but if he had, my friends were always at watch, 
and ready to remove me from the place where I was, affoon as they ſhould finde 
I was there in any danger; I believe notwithſtanding that it was eaſie for my enemies 
to ſuſpect the place of my abode, being fo neare them , arid ſo often viſited by my 
friends, but they were very circumſpe& in their viſits, and I think that either Hephe- 
ſtion nmſelf, out of generoſity, hindred the ſearch which elſe would have been made 
for me, or that my friends prevented it by their authority in the Court , eſpecially 
Ptolomens, and (raters, whoſe vertne, and quality , were ſo conſidered,that the 
had no equals in credit except Hepheſtion. I learn'd alſo that mine enemie's wounds 
were not dangerous, bur that that int his thigh! was great, and required time for the 
healing of it, tharthe King ſpent all che time athis bedfide , which hee paſ#d: nor 
with Starira, and that they waited for norhing bur his cure to accompliſh the rmrarri- 
age. Thisnews drove me back again into my deſpair, and into the moſt violent reſo- 
lutions that rage could ſuggeſt. Let him nor think he has eſcaped me, (faid I to'thoſe 
that ſpoke to me concerning him)and let him acconnt his pretenſions but nictrtainwhile 
Lyſimachus is alive ; 1 will live to trouble his repoſe eternally, aud into the midſt of a 
thouſand guards, will T carry him a'death which he believes he has avoided. After that 
ffett of my desþair, ler Alexander dve his worſt, and When I amt ſatisficd, let hinh poxy 
the moſt Dead ſtorms of his indignation upon me, let him renew the memory of Phito« 
tas ad Calliſthenes, iz the perſon of his near kinſman, and let him make his cy#elties be 
as much talked of as his (conqueſts , to Which I have contributed the bet part of my 
blood ; 1 wit expett it all Without rerronr, provided I be revenged; and 1 will langh at 
my oWn deſtruttion, (0 my rival may be buried in my ruines. | 

Theſe were my ordinary diſcourſes, and *ewas-in theſe; and-more' violent diſquiets 

L paſs'd all the time my wounds kept me at thar houſe, where'I wasconfined. Afoon 
3 I was 1n better condition, it was impoſſible for me to ſuffer the'ablence of Pariſa- 
tis, and in ſpite of the counſels of all my friends, I would needs returry to Le 

They 


214. CASSA ND RA. Parr Il, 


They in vain oppoſed that intention, and all they could obtain from me , was that ) 
would not go into the Town bur by night, and that I would retire to Prolomew his 
Lodging. 1 obeyed them in that, and when it was dark, 1 took horſe with them, ang 
being very well accompanied, I went to the City, and to the houſ of that dear friend 
My retreat wasſecret Po and would have been ſo a great deal more, if 1 could 
have contained my ſelf within the limits that were fet me,and without the thought of 
ſeeing Pariſatis. Burt ſcarce was I at Suſa, when that deſire awakened it ſelf trons. 
ly in me, and I conjured Pro/omens to make — endeavour my fatisfaftion, Tha 
faithful friend undertook the employment moſt affetionately, and had no great dif. 
culry to perſwade his Princeſs to favour my deſires with her good othices, yet in the 
condition my affairs were in, ſhe neither thought it very eaſie, nor very fate for ne, 
Syſigambis was already reſolv'd upon Hepheſtion's marriage, and the Princeſs hayi 
heard her laſt intentions , had diſpoſed her ſelf to be obedient ; eApamis's perfet 
knowledge hereof made her foreſee the ditficulties ; ſhe propoſed them to Prolome- 
4, but he urged her ſo earneſtly, that to pleaſe him ſhe was willing to try all way 
imaginable to content me, With this deſign, after ſhe had bethought her ſelf in ya, 
of other means, ſhe feigned her ſelf not well; Pariſatis who could not be without 
her, having wanted her company a whole day, ſent to know how ſhe did, and heari 
ſhe kept her bed, gave her notice ſhe would ſpend the afternoon with her ; Apamig, 
by the Meſſenger that came from her, begg'd that honour with as little companys 
ſhe could, that ſhe might have the opportunity to entertain her in particular. Pt- 
lomers aſloon asit was break of day , and before there was any company ſtirringty 
diſcover me in the ſtreets, had brought me to eApamia's, and that Princeſſe having 
ſhut us up into her Cloſer, I waited for Pariſatis's coming, with ſuch an impatieng, 
as you may imagine. She failed not to come at the appointed hower, and when ſhe 
was fate down by Apamia, and had enquired concerning her health,that Princeſs ſee. 
ing ſome of her Maids there,wl o might perchance have bin gained by Hepheſts0n,com- 
manded her own to divert them,and to carry them into a Garden while ſhe diſcourkd 
' with'Pariſatis. Thoſe cunning Wenches obeyed her, and aſſoon as the two Prince. 
ſes were alone, Prolomens and I came into the Chamber. P ari/atis no ſooner ſawne, 
but ſhe changed colour, and turning towards Apamia, Ah! Couſen, (ſaid ſhe) 
have put a trick, upon me. 

I gave not Apamis leaſrue to reply, but anſwering for her, and caſting my ſelf ut 
Pariſatis's feet; ©* Madam, (faid I) if this fair Princeſle has deceived you to favour 
* me, you may pardon her an effe& of pity,which generoſity forbad her to refuſeto 
© the moſt miſerable of all men living ; true it is,that ſhe was touched with compaſſion 
* by the knowledge of my misfortunes,and ſhe believed ſhe owed that conſolationto 
* him who hath 1o perfectly ſerv* LW and fo religiouſly adored you. Doenot 
* you therefore (moſt divine Princeſle 
8 —_ uu ſervice, and ſince my hopes are extinguiſhed, pe not jealous, if i havethe 
* good fortune, yet once again to renew thoſe proteſtations at your feet, which I haje 
* made to live and die for you, 

Pariſatis would not ſuffer me to proceed, but having commanded me to riſe, ſhet 
made anſwer with her ordinary moderation. 7 is rrxe, Lyſimachus, char your fight 
did really ſurpriſe me, and that ? ſuffer it with ſome trouble, not that } envy your cas 
tentment, or that I am ſorry for your happineſs, Heaven is my witneſs that ſhall ev 
wiſh you a good fortune, and that to procure it you, 7 ſhall with much joy contribute all 
that depends on me; 7 am tov much obliged to you, ever to have other thoughts of bes 
and ? eſteem your perſon too much, to deſire any thing to your diſadvantage : but, Lyir 
machus, 7 am no longer at liberty to follow my own inclinations, nor can } longer ſu" 
the continuance of your deſignes, after the charge the Queen hath given me to think," 
more of any body but Hepheſtion, The Gods Ko how ? —— chat command, w 
5s it neceſſary 7 ſhould tell you again What f have confeſſed already ro my confuſioit, 19 
Jou have exaſperated matters,and ſtirred up the King againſt you by the violence of 108 
proceeding. ? ſee you witha great deal of fear, knowing that you ſee not me without a gres! 
; dralof danger. Behold the reaſons, Lylimachus, which oblige me to be troubled at Ys 
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fyht and which forceme alſo to conjure you to breake off thefe conrſes , and ſubmit Jour 

Ife as 1 doe to the laVv that is impoſed upon me. 

Theſe words touch'd me ſo nearly that Lhad much adoe to forbeare interrupting her; 
[retired a ſtep or two, & croſſing my arms upon my breſt;* What? Madam(ſaid I)have 
* you then taken the laſt reſolurion,to ſigne the decree of poore Zyſimachs his death? 
© 2nd ſhall this unfortunate man who hath ſo faithfully ſerv/d you, haveno other re- 
*compence for al{his ſervices, but the glory of having rendred them to you, and the 
* griefe of ſeeing them blotted out of 02s remembrance ? doe you then oucof ſome 
© conſideration of fortune, or ſome phantaſy of Syſigambises , preferre Alezanders 
© fxyourite before me, hee who of all his followers has contributed moſt ro your loſſes 
©:nd who hath neither lov'd yow perfe&ly ,. nor ſerv'd' you diſcreetly: ? and can 
have the heart to ſee him die at your feet , in whom you have nouriſh'd ſuch faire 
"hopes, and who-hath adored you thele five, or ix yeares , withail the ſubmiſſions 
© wee owe unto the Gods themſelves 2 Can you'without grief ſee him breath out his 
*foule, who never was but yours ; and will os give your ſelfe to his rivall while he 

facilitates his happineſle by the loſſe of a lite which. he had dedicated toyou ? Have 
*you then reſolv'd'it Madame, andidoes this eruell reſolution come from the! heare 
*of Pariſatis ! Pariſatis whom I have alwayes confidered as the moſt accompliſhed 
* Maſterpiece ofthe Gods, and whom I-never thought capable of ar injuſtice, and 
* of an in humanity, which muſt needs blemiſh the faireſt life thar'ever was ? P ariſat # 
barken'd patiently ro this diſcourſe, and:with much adoeretaining ſome teares which 
compaſſion would have forced from her, ſhe replyed. Tow! ave w3juſt Liſimactius, ro 
accuſe me of your misfortune, I have contributed norhing towarar it but the obedience t» 
which I Was obliged, and for which I thought 1 had'-prepared you. Nor but that He- 
peſhion» (lince you-conſtrain me tv- ſa 5 is worthy.of as good a' fortune, no» that [ 
have any occaſion to be unſatisfied with Js ſervices ; bur'if the Gods, and the Q neenes plea- 
ſare had deſtined me to Liſimachus, 1 ſhow!d have reverved that command Wwithout' mwr- 
muring Which perhaps 1 receiv d now without much [atizfattion. After this laſt confeſſion, 
bope.for nothing from me, but compaſſion of your misfortunes; anil Wiſhes for your proſp>- 
rity ; 1 ſhall be eternally indebted to you, and will confoder you while I live-as the man of all 
«hers, in whons 1 have obſerved the rareſt qualities , and to whom I am the moſt oblsged. 
This is all you-can require of mee, and if it be true that you have low'd meveally, you ought 
uo longer to oppoſe that which my duty exatteth from-me, and to which mywill «s ſwayed as 
it owght'to bee, Thieſe laſt words abſolutely ſettled deſpaire in+ my heart, an{ bi- 
niſt'd from thence a part of that reſpeRt' which'till' then had' ſo imperionſly-reigned 
there; my blindneſle ſuffred me not to-:confider avy longer that'I'was in the- prelence 
of Pariſat#;and'the feare which was wont ever to accompany me in her'{ight, having 
forſaken me at that time, I could not forbeare-ſaying ; © Madam, your” reſolutions 


' *are commendable, but you will be likewiſepleaſed that 1 declare mine to you; know 


*that Syſgamb3s, and the King diſpoſe vainly of you; and wy ought never to'h6pe 
* that Hepheſtion , nor any other man in theworll ſhall poſſefle-you, fo long as'" Zy- 
* bmachus is living ; it is through his blond they muſt 'make'their paſſage to you , at 
*'tisin cheyrs I will find my repoſe. and my revenge. Let Hepheſtiow defend himſelf 
*if he-can, from this hand, which he has felt' alteady, letthin} ſhathimſefeup,- lee! 
*him ſtrengthen himſelfe with a million of guards, it ſhall bein the very midſt of them, 
*thar I will ſtab this enemy of my life, and that I will make; him find hisfuneral?,- in 
* ſted ofthe marriage which he hopes for. This laſt thought ſo tranſported me; thiat' 
being no longer my owne man in the rage that pofſeſFd mee, J went'our: of thei Peirts- 
ceſſes chamber,without ſo much as ſaluting them, or taking any-leave of them! Proto 
mens was gone away before,while wee were diſcourſing, not beleeving-] would appear” 
in broad day light in the ſtreets: of - Syſa ; and his departure: gaveme'the- ntore fav- 
cility in mine. ] went downe the ſtaires, and finding a horſe below whieh'] 'caus'dro* 
be beld there, ] leapt inſtantly upon him, and without further reaſoning; J rooke'my-* 
way towards Hepheſtions Lodging, being fully reſoly'd either to be'ſ{lamein the at-/ 
tempt, or to kill him'in the middeſt of all hispeople. Conſider a little into-whar a'* 
blindnefſe my paſſion had precipitated mee, J wentabout a-buſinefſe whereof the'ex-- 
| ecution 
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ecution was impoſſible, and wherein my deſtruction was inevitable ; and indeed ] ex. 
pected an infallible death, for if J had had the leaſt care of. my life, J ſhould not hyye 
gone headlong into ſo manifeſt a danger, and out of which J had fo little likelyhog 
to eſcape. J ran full ſpeed through the ſtreets of S#/a and being come to the pate gf 
Hepheſtions Lodging, I entred into the court with the ſame fury ; but ſcarce had. 
lighted, and turn'd toward the ſtaires when the guards having knowne me got with 
the dore, and preſenting the points of their balberds , forbad me toventer. There i 
was ] perceived the vanity of thoſe deſignes which paſſion alone inſpires into us ; by 
being reſolved for death, J had allready drawne my ſword, to make my paſſage 
chrough the guards, or find the end of my life in the points of their weapons, when the 
King who came often to viſite Hepheftson , entred into the Court. attended by mary 
of his followers, and his ordinary guards, He ſhowed a great aſtoniſhment at that 
encounter, and commanding meto be taken alive , ] was preſently environed on al 
ſides. The Gods know and ſodoe ſome of thoſe who were preſent at that action, tha 
] made a reſiſtance which was not ordinary , and that if the Kings often redouble{ 
command had not been more powerfull then their reſentment, J urg*d them ſuthe- 
ently to give me my death, J wounded Leonarms in two places, J ran Egilocher 
through the right arme, and made ſome of the guard fall at my feet who never roſe 
again ; but while ] by this defence endeavoredto exaſperate them againſt me, | felt ny 
ſelfe ſeized upon behind, throwne downe, and diſarmed. The King commanded] 
ſhould be tyed like ſome furious beaſt,and being commonly not Maſter of his paſſion, 
he ſuffer'd himſelfe eaſily,to be ſo farre wy 1 by his anger, asto make it appex 
by moſt ſevere, and fatall reſolutions : at that time he could not containe himſelteh 
well, but that looking upon me with eyes ſparkling with indignation, he ſayd thusty 
me. Tow have not only mock'd, and ſlighted my commands Lyſimachus , bar you hav 
alſo offended me in the | on pars of my ſelfe. The dignityof all Kings #s concern'dinm 
affront, and never did ſubjett abuſe it ſo contumacionſly,and ſo unworthyly; bur I willn 
venge their quarrell with mine owne , and will find our puniſhments Which ſhall be abl » 
tame this rage. I did not vouchſafe to anſwer thoſe high threats, but looking upon hin 
with an eye which teſtifyed how little Iwas affrayd of them, I exaſperated hum more 
by that diſdainfull ſilence, then 1 ſhould have done by ſome ſharpe reply. Het: 
ned toward thoſe that were about him, and ſaid. Lylimachus z a Lyon, but wee wil 
»ſe him likg a Lyon, and ſhall perchance be able to quell this fierceneſſe. After theſe wotb 
he commended! I ſhould be carryed tothe dungeon, and kept like a Tyger , or fone 
other more furious creature; I was ſhut up ina very cloſe priſon, and guarded with 
ſuch care as was neceſſary for the cuſtody of a man of my humour, and condition. Al 
my freinds fell downe at the Kings feet, and repreſented to him whatſoever thei 
freindſhip could make them ſay on the behalf of a Prince of his blood, and of a man 
that had done him faithfull ſervice, but he was ſtill inexorable , and not only refulel 
them my life, but knowing how much J deſpiſed it, he reſolv'd to make me feele my 
deatli by the length of thoſe torments , and by the ſbame of thoſe puniſhments to 
which he deſtined me, Jn the meanetime ] was ſtrictly impriſoned, and judging that 
by my captivity J had loſt the hope of that revenge J had propoſed unto my ſelfe, Jd- 
ſired nothing more then toend all my paines, and avoid the reproach of ſeing Hephef 
tion triumph over me during my life, and of enjoying Pariſatis before my death. 10 
ich might ſerve my deſpaire,and not 
having ſo much as my hands free, ] reſolv'd to ſtarve my ſelfe with hunger, and by1 
death J could ſo eaſil compaſle avoid the infamy of that, which the King intended 
me. Thereupon] refuſed the meate they brought me,and continued neare two whok 
days without receiving any nouriſhment at all. None of my freinds had the liberty 
to ſee me, and ſcarcely was 7 ſuffred to have a man to ſerve me. But Prolomers having 
learn'd my obſtinate reſolution from my keepers, was like to have dyed with grief, 
and taking recourſe to all inventions that could prolong my life, he at the laſt be 
thought himſelfe with efpamia, of an expedient to preſerve me a while longer , and 
wrought ſo well by her meanes, with th ePrinceſs Pari/ats, that 7 received this note 
from herin my priſon, when I had loſt all hope of hearing from her any more. by 
| | e 
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The Princeſſe PARISATIS to Prince LYSIMACHUS. 


Should never have believed that Lyſimachus could bate 
| a life which hath been, and js yet wery dear to me, I 
conjure him by all the affe t10n be hath born me, to conſerve it, 
andif I have ſtill any power with him, T forbid bim to end 
it, but bythe will of the Gods, and of Pariſatis. 


* O Gods ! (cryed T1, as I made an end of reading theſe words ) inhumane Pari- 
* {atis, for what torments doe you reſerve me yet ? Are you not ſatisfied with thoſe 
* I have already ſuffered, and doe now ſuffer for you, being deprived of all hope of 
* recompence, but you mult deſtine me to endure pains which yet Ihave not felt? you 
*defire without queſtion to have me ſee you in Hepheſtions arms, nor are you content 
*to have medie, unleſſe you aſſemble at my death, all that can make it odious to 
* me. Wellthen, Pariſatis, Iobey you, and the Gods are my witneſles, J would 
© obey you as blindly, if you ſhould impoſe upon me yet greater difficulties, 

This was the invention Prelomers uſed to make me eat, and it wrought the effe&t 
he had imagined ; I took the meat they brought me, and though my life was as 
hateful to me as before, Pariſatz*s command, and the knowledge ſhe gave me, that 
it wasnot indifferent to her, hindred me from doing any thing to put an end to it. In 
the mean: time my friends ſtirr'd not from the Kings feet, nor left any thing unat- 
tempted xo fave me ; but Prolomers was ſo urgent in the buſineſs, that the King ftear- 
ing leſt in the extremity he might cauſe ſome revolt, and knowing his credit among 
the Macedonians, made his perſon to be ſeiſed upon, and put into a place of fecurt- 
ty. My other friends were extreamly griey'd at this ſurcharge 'of affliction, though 
they vvere in no fear of Prolomers his life, which they knew was very conſiderable 
ro the King, but they nevertheleſſe were not'at all the colder, and not content with 


their own endeavous, they made the Queen and Princeſſes to intercede for me.” Pa- 
-riſatzs who ſaw me reduced to that miſerable condition onely for her ſake, imployed 


-her fiſters credit with the King ; but all their intercefſions were vain, and he alledg- 
«ing his Oath, and the importance of the example would never ſuffer - himſelf to bee 
perſwaded.'.' He thought tit ro obſerve ſome form of juftice in'my death, and to that 
-purpoſe, ſent Pcrdiccas, and Nearchus, to. prifon to me, ' with Judges to examine 
and arraign.me, They cameinto the place where I was kepr, 'and ' having made me 
acquainted with their Commiſſion, and the command they had received from-the 
King, they would have examined me ; I did not deign to' anſwer' the Judges; and 
onely turning toward Perdiccas, with an aſſuredneſſe which fufficiently diſcovered 
the little fear Thad of their proceedings ; Tell the King, (faid I) that "tis 'm0t need- 
ful ro examine him , who declares his crime aloud, and that the tortures of miſerable 


' Philotas are nor neceſſary to force a confeſſion from my month, ' ] would have kill d He- 


Pheſtion;, I world kill him yet-if 1 were at liberty, and the hope of my life ſhall -never 
make me give over the deſign I have againſt his, unleſſe he give over his for Pariſatis. 

think this ts all my crime, and tis of a natitre not to be diſavowed, ſince it draws no infa- 
my along withit ; 7 neither hope,nor 45k, for pardon, nor ſball 7 complain of a deſtiny, 
like that of Parmemo, Clytus, and many others, Who like me,have often Mot life 
of Alexander, with the hazard of their own, and who in a thouſand occaſions have 
ſpent that ſame blood for his ſervice, the remainder Whereof he poured out to ſatufie his 
cruelty, Tell him moreover, Perdiccas, that 7 am of his Family , you' are allied to ir 
your ſelf, and that conſideration ought to oblige you, to help me to a dearh, either among 


the arms of ſoldiers, or the pawes of wilde beaſts, without the infamy of - executioners ; 


'tis your intereſt as Well as wine, and Alexander himſelf alſo is concerned in it, 


This 
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This was what I ſaid to Peydiccas, and notwithſtanding all the queſtions the Judg. 
es a5ked me; they received noother anſwer, bur an intreaty not to trouble me agy 
more. They return'd on this manner, and related to the King what they had done 
and what I had ſaid : That liberty of ſpeech, and the contempt I ſhewed of him 
did tb exaſperate hitti againſt me, that *rwas impoſſible for him to difſemble his rage 
* Lyſmachw, (ſays he) braves us like a Lion ; but we have tamed both Lions 3 
* lephants, and will make his grave in the bellies of rhoſe beaſts he imirates. So with. 
out deferrihg atty longer, he (notwithſtanding all that could be alledged to dif. 
ſwade him from ſo crael a reſolution) condemned me to be devoured by a Lion. 

I know not whether the words I had ſaid unto Perdiccastouching the kinge of my 
death, moved him to appoint me that, to free his blood from the ſhame of an inf;- 
mous puniſhment, or whether he intended by the fury of that cruel beaſt, to quel the 
rage] hadexpreſs'd in my laſt ations. But whatſoever it were, that was my doom, 
ind Penceſtas, Python, and Neaptolemws, had the charge to pronounce my fentence 
and cauſe it to be execyged. TI have this obligation tothe memory of Pariſarss , that 
the news touch*d her very nearly, and her knowing the King could hot be mollifi. 
ed, afflited her ſo ſenſibly, that ſhe fell ſick with it. *Twas an effe of her compaſ. 
ſion, and of her generoſity, for I never vvas vain enough to believe ſhe loy'd me, 
bue to ſay truth, I have heard ſince, this accident produced the ſame effe&s in her 
that could be hoped for from that paſſion, and that ſhe deplored the misfortune of 
a Prince,who periſhed only for her, with all the tears, and all the vvords compaſſion 
could draw from the eyes and mouth of a generous perſon. My Judges came unto 
my priſon attended by a great number of guards, and Python having pronounced my 
ſentence, teſtified a great deal of ſorrow to me both for my misfortune, and for hs 
which had conſtrain'd him to take that office by the Kings expreſs commarid ; His 
fellow Commiſlioners made the ſameexcuſes to me , and though I knew them to be 

riends to Hepheſtion, I believ'd they were not much joyed at that employment. 1 

rkned to the ſentence of my death , without changing countenance, and fail 
to them with an aſſured voice ; The King obliges me in putting ſome difference b 
this hind of death, between me and baſe Malefaftors; Let's goe Python, ad let i 
how him we can brave death for his ſervice , and receive it jeyfully when 3t delivert us 
from his cyuelties, and from the tyranny of our fate. 

Aﬀeer theſe words I went out of my priſon, without ſtaying to be bidden, and mil. 
ked without terrour in the midſt of the ures through a Gallery, that led to the 
Court which was appointed for me to ſuffer in. 1 tooked upon it without any ap- 
prehenſion, butthough I had no deſire at all tolive,yer had La mind to let eMlexa 
der ſee by the laſt action of my life , that in putting me to death, he did not deprive 
himſelf of the moſt inconliderable of all his fubjeas ; and chat perchance I had de- 
ſerv'd his proteRion, and his aſſiſtance in ſtead 6f the puniſhment to which he coo. 
demned tne. This little deſire of glory, made me turn toward Pexceſtas , and his fel- 
low-Commiſſioners, and looking upon them with a countenance, which ſeem'd to de- 
mand ſome ccourteſie. ' The King (ſaid I) bath ſeen we kill Lions for the defence of 
his perſon, and he knows that ſo long as 7 had arms, I never feared any kinte of enemy; 
but being bound 4s now 1 am , 1 ſhall be but an unpleaſing ſpeftacle to you, and you Wil 

ſee me tarn-n pieces Without any refiſtance ; if your Commiſſion do not forbid it you, [tt 
we have but my hands free, and let one of your Guards lend me bat his Gantlets, 1a 
neither Sword nor Javelin of you ; without arms I cannot free my ſelf from death; ne- 
ther is that my intention; but only to give you ſome divertiſement at the end of my lift, 
and ſome knowledge of the difference there is between Lyſimachus and ordinary ptr- 
ſons. - , 

I.made no difficulty of ſpeaking ſome words of vanity at my death,which I ſhould 
not have utter'd in another ſeaſon. My defire was not granted at the firſt, as con- 
trary to the charge they had, but Pexceſtas praying his friends to defer the execution 
till his return, made haſte co the Palace, and falling upon his knee before the King, 
beſought him earneſtly to grant me that favor; at firſt it was refuſed him, bur in the 


end the King was ſo much preſs'd by thoſe that were abont bim,and by Syſgam#: o 
c 
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ſelf who hapned to be there; that believing my:death way infallible __ I ſhould 
beunbound, he granted me a favour which he thought would be unprofitahle to me: 
Aſſoon as Pr#ceſtas had obtain'd it, he came back to us, and having told his fellows 
the permiſſion the King had given him, he causg'd me to be unbound, and gave mee 
a pair of Gauntlets, I received that Preſent from him very civilly, and having em- 
braced him, and his fellow Commiſſioners, who had tears in their eyes, I went chear- 
fully down the ſtairs which led into that fatall Courr, where I was to find the.end of 
my life, The Gate of it was inſtantly ſhut, and my Judges remaining in the Gal- 
lery,ſaw me walk fearleſs up and down. waiting for the enemy that was appointed 
me, The door of a little room where he was kept, being drawn up, that fieree.crea- 
ture no ſooner ſaw the light, but he came qut of his Den, and turning his head on 
all ſides with horrible warnings, ſtruck a terrour into the hearts of my very, Judges, 
and Guards ; he ſtretch'd his legs twice or thrice, as to ſhake off the ſluggiſh - =. 
had lien in, and whipping his Flanks with two or three laſhes of his Tail; he began 
to walk gravely toward the middle of the Court, at firſt he turg'd his ſparkling fiery 
eyes toward the Gallery and diſcovering a prey that was out of his reach,teſtihed his 
anger, by roaring again, far more dreadfully then before, which made the ſpeRta- 
tors believe they themſelves were hardly in ſatety. But aſſoon as he perceiv'd me, 
and ſaw me come ſtraight toward him, he gave over the changes of that prey.to run 
toia nearer,and a more eafie one. Then it was that the Beholders bewailed my miſ- 
fortune, and expreſſed their trouble by a loud cry ; but before that furious beaſt aſ- 
faulted me, O Pariſatis ! (cryed ]) receive this noble ſacifice, and cheriſh at leaſt the 
memory of him who prefers death, before life without Pariſatis. 

I had not made an end of theſe words, when the Lion flew at me ſo fiercely,and ſo 
ſuddenly, that I had much adoe to avoid the firſt encounter; I ſav'd my felt never- 
theleſs, and half one of my ſleeves was torn off by one of his pawes ; he would 
haveturned head, but catch'd faſt hold of the long hair that hung down upon his 
ſhoulders, and railing my ſelf with ſtrengch-and nimbleneſſe enough, I leap'd upon ' 
hisback. That burthen to which he was not accuſtomed; made his reins bend to | 
the very ground, and knowing the diſorder I had put him in, I ſtampt upon his feet ' 
with mine, and griped him ſo cloſely with my knees and heels, that J got him ab- 
folutely down. He then inſtantly rolled himſelf about with the, and we began a 
dangerous ſtruggling, wherein ] ſtill endeavoured to keep my advantage ; yet could 
I not avoid being wounded with his nails in divers places ; bur ſeeing his jaws open, 
and froathy with foam and blodd, J chopp'd my hand ſuddenly into his throat ; my 
Gauntler defended me from his teeth, yet not fo well, but that be dinted it in ma 

laces,and almoſt broke it in pieces; in che mean time I took him'by the tongue,and 

ving pull'd it out of his mouth , I join'd niy left hand to my right, and ſetting m 
knees ſtiffely againſt the hinder part of the Lions head, and my feet as ſtiffely again 
the ground, I tugg'd with ſo much violence ,.;that I tore it out by the very roots : 
The Lion loſt all his ſtrength by the extreamity of that pain, and diſcharging the 
reſt of his rage againſt the Earth, which he digg'd up vvith his teeth, and watred with 
his blood, he gave me the leiſure to beat his skull in pieces with my Gauntlets, ..- 

Oroondates Who till then had hearkned attentively to Lyſimachus, interrupted him 
inthis place,ſaying; 1f 1 deſired to hear this aftion from your own month,it Was not be- 
cauſe [ Was ignorant of it, the fame" thereof is ſpread 4s far 4s the reputation of Alex- 
ander, and that proof of an admirable valour , ſhall never 'periſh in the memory of 
wen, | | as 

* Twas not ana of valour, replyed Lyſmachus, but an effe&t of my deſpair, and 
' of the anger of the Gods, who would not give me leave to die in.the beginning of 
* my ſufferings, and who deſtined me to more ſenſible ones, which 1 felr jvm" 


'and to theſe laſt which I now partake with you. ' Aſſoon as this furious .beaſt had 
Vomited his life out with his blood, 1 diſ.engaged my ſelf from his paws, and roſe 
up all ſmeared with his blood, and with mine own which ran down from divers pta- 
ces of my body, Scarce was I up but I ſaw my ſelf environed by Pexceſtas, Python, 
and Neoptolemm wha#were come down into the Court, and who with tears in their 
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eyes came to rejoyce with me for that victory, I appeared the leaſt joyful of all the 
company, and looking apsn my Judges with a very moderate countenance, Send forth 
another Lion more furious then this, Fad I) or command that a great many be let loo 
rogether, if you Would have them kill Lylimachus without difficulry. 1 made not this 
reſiſtance to Sos my ſelf, nor doe I pretend to be more free by this vittory , then whes 
my hands were bound; cauſe Tygers, Leopards, or Elephants, to come forth againſt mg, 
and do not defer the execution of Alexanders pleaſure, which I retarded only to give you 
at the end of my life a ſpeFlacle worthy of his preſence. 
©The Gods forbid, (replyed Pexceſtas ) that we ſhould proceed farther without 

*new orders from the King, you too well deſerve a life which you have defended with 
*ſo much valour, nor can he refuſe it you, without drawing upon himſelf the hatred 
* both of the Gods and men. 

At theſe words they made me return the fame way they had brought me,and though 
I ſollicited them, not to defer the effefting of their Commiſſion any longer, they cat- 
ed me back-itito my ordinary priſon,and having left me with my uſual Keepers,withity 
while after they ſent me Chirurgians to dreſs thoſe fleight hurts I had received; Pw 
riſatis$command was therein moſt powerful over me, and the order I had from her, 
to let my life laſt ſtill, made me ſuffer the remedies that were uſed to heal them. Then 
it was that my ſad thoughts renewed their war againſt me, and though I was viRor- 
ous over a Lion, yet was- I not fo over my' misfortunes , much lefſe over thoſe crnel 
wry om which tormented me with ſo much inhumanity. I was ſerv'd that day «1 

ad been before, but the next after, the cauſe of it being unknown to me I began ts 
be better uſed then I had been formerly, but I was ſtill. kept with the ſame care, and 
the entrance of my priſon was ſtill refufed ro my friends, and to all thoſe that could 
bring me any intelligence of what paſſed: The ſecond day after this change, 1 wv 
ceived a Letter from the Princeſs Pari/ates by the hands of my Keepers. Although 
my hope was quite extinguiſhed; my flames were not at all abated, and | read thok 
lovely CharaRers with raptures, as-I thought I had no longer been capable of. 
If Ir remember well, thefe were the words of her Letter. 


PARISATIS' wo, LYSIMACHUS. 


[ Partake as. much in your Viciery, | as I did before in your mis 
fortune ; I will aſſure you I comributed not at all unto it wik 
lingly, nor will I ever, but by the neceſſity which duty impoſe 
upoume; yet what Laws ſoever it preſcribes me, be mo$t certan, 
that which I am preſſed to ſhall-never be ohtain'd, but by the ſaſt 
ty and liberty of Lyſfimachus. In the mean time | conjure yu" 
to live, and to believe it 15 the moſt acceptable ſerwice, I can ext 


receive from you. IT hope for this proof of your affeGion , and, 


defire it of you with all my heart. 


This ſecond command of Pari/atis was neceſſary,to make me reſolve to ſuffer tht 
tediouſnefle of my reſtraint ; and but for the fear of offending her which neverfor 
ſook me, I was no longer capable of that reſolution. Truly the condition I was 
was the moſt lamentable one that ever vyas, and had it not been for ſome glinyl 
hope, which my Princeſſes care made me to conceive, my grief alone would vvithon 
doubt have executed , vyhat my hands durſt not undertake. for fear of diſobeyith 
her, . Lwas waited on.vvell enough, but with an eternalſilence,and what news ſoever 
enquired of my Keepers,concerning Pars/atis, Statira, Hepheſtjon, and Tag 


could never hear any thing at all. This perſiſting to conceal from me., what a 
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at Court, made me ſuſpe& the truth of my misfortunes, and I believed it was not 
without an expreſs order, they ſo obſtinatly refuſed what I ſo earneſtly demanded. 
wondred why the King delayed my death ſo long, and ſometimes ] ſaid unto my Kee- 
pers, What hinders the King from throwing the laſt darrs of his cruelty at me, and 
vwhy does he not free himſelf from fear, by freeing Hepheſtion from his enemy ? Jf 
the life of that Favourite be dear to him, vvhy does he nyt provide for his ſafety, and 
why does he not diſpatch that man out of the world,who will never ſuffer him to con- 
tinue in it, if he be once at liberty? Js it not, (purſued ]) becanſe he deſtines mee to 
deaths far more ſenſible then that ] haveeſcaped, and that he will not have me die till 
] have felt my utmoſt miſeries, and with mine own eyes beheld happy Hepheſtion in 
the arms of Pariſaris ? This thought tranſported me fo exteedingly-, that ] was 
ſometimes whole howres beſides my ſelf, nor could I fix my thinde upon leſſe fatal 
remembrances. 

* O Pariſaris | (cryed I then) what favour doe wo believe you do me, in labou- 
* ring for my ſafery,and for my liberty > I have loſt one of them for you, ahd will 
© not have the other without you, Demand rather my death of the King , or rather 
© demand it of your ſelf whoare the onely Miſtreſs of it; intercede for me to that 
"cruel Pariſatzs, who has forbidden me to die, and give not my rival the price of 4 
* ſafety which I abhor without you, and which I cannot receive if I loſe you. 

In fach like Diſcourſes, and in ſuch like thoughts, I paſs'd full twenty days without 
hearing any news of Pariſaris, Prolomems, or any of my friends ; But I detain you 
too long upon a tedious ſubjeR, Imuſt ſhorten the recital of it, ſince theſe par- 
ticulars are not important. I wondred at the length of my impriſonment, or rather 
a that of my life, and I could not deviſe what ] ought to expe from that myſtery, 
when one day being in my ordinary entertainment, |] ſaw my Chamber door open; 1 
vouchſafed not to lift up my head,to ſee who came in, when an extraordinary luſtre 
ſtriking my eyes,made 1ne look up, to conſider the perſons that came to viſit me. 1 
am not able to tell you my aſtoniſhment, when ] knew them to be the Princeſs $:a- 
tira, the Princeſs Pariſats her ſiſter, eApamia, Arſince, Cleone, and Prolomens, and 
Eumenes with them, and many other Ladies that attended them. This objeR inter- 
rupted my melancholy thoughts, and made me ſtart up from my feat to meet and re, 
ceive them according to the greatneſs of their quality , and of the honour they did 
me. Icaſt my ſelf inſtantly ar their feer, but thoſe great Princeſſes intreated- me to 
riſe, and after they were ſate down by the care Prolomers took to pay thoſe civilities ] 
was obliged to in my Chamber, the Princeſs Pari/ats, when ſhee had bethought her 
ſelf a while what ſhe had co ſay, ſpoke to me in theſe rearms. 

If this viſit have ſarpriſed you, Lyſimachus, the words } have to ſay, will ſurpriſe 
you more ; ſothat Were } not aſſnred by 100 many trials that Lyſimachus harh perfettly 
lov'd me, and \vere not my conſcience clear from all the reproaches he can uſe, I ſhould 
never have ventwred to make a neceſſary Declaration, and to ack him much greater, and 
much more difficult proofs of hu friendſhip, then all thoſe he has already ſhowed me. In 
fort, Lyſimachus, 1 come ro give you the laſt marks of my affeftion, and to receive the 

laſt reſtimonies of yours. But before } declare what f have done for you, and what 1 
deſire of you, be pleas'd that by the remainder of that Empire you have given mt over you, 
} require [ome aſſurance, and engage you to grant What 7 hope for from you,of what na- 
twre [ocver it be, | 

The beginning of this Diſcourſ cauſed a ſtrange perplexity in my mind, and made 
me gueſſe part of my misfortunes: Bur while I waited trembling for the continua- 
tion of it, I ſaw the Princeſs had made ſtop to hearken to my anſwer. I caſt my ſelf 
at her feet a ſecond time,and lifting up my hands and eyes, * ] proteſt ro you, Madam, 
* (faidJ) by the reſpe& we owe to the Divinities that hear us, and by that) owe ur 4 
*40 your ſelf, which is much more conſiderable to me, that there is but one only thing 
*wherein J can diſobey you, and that if you forbid me not to love you, 1 will'execure 

'all your Commands as religiouſly as you can deſire. 

| The Princels ſeem'd fatieffed with this Diſcourſe, and having commanded me to 

riſe, ſhe continued hers on this manner : eAfrer this afſurance , Lyſimacktus I wil 


mak - 
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make no move difficulty to open my heart to you , to lit you kyow What ir Would be hard 
for you to be longer ignorant of, and to make thoſe requeſts to you, which I diſpoſed my 
ſelf te, With a great deal of fear, and diſtruſt of my forces. Know then that the Canſe 
which brings us hither, is no other then to bring you from hence, and —_—_— liberty 
reſtore you the Kings favour, and much greater advantages near his perſon , then tha 
you have loſt. The Yucen my Mother hath been carefully induſtrious in the buſineſt, 
the Queen my ſiſter refuſed the King her Husband the conſent he deſired of her, till fin 
had got 4 cerrain grant of your ſafety ; neither did ? eild that which was required o 
me, till the Kings word had freed me from thoſe fears Noe in for you ; but only He 
pheſtion could obrain, what all of us had begg'd in vain ; and in ſhort,'tts to that 
you ar? indebted for your life,and liberty, he imployed his power in it, handſomly and with 
ſucceſs, and rouch'd my heart more by the generoſity of that ation, then by the memory of 
all his ſervices. But withal, Lyſimachus, *ris for the price of your ſafety that Alexan.! 
der has obtain'd Statira for his wife, and that Hepheſtion has married Pariſatis, By 
not aſtoniſhed I beſeech you, (ſaid ſhe, ſeeing me grow pale, and almoſt like to faintin 
Prolomewus his arms)but call up your great courage in a misfortune. for Which you Vere al 
ready prepared,vr at leaſt ought to have been ſo,by the reaſons f have often alledged to you, 
True it is Hepheſtion is my Huband ; the Gods, the © neens command, my duty, ant 
the merit of his ſervices have given me to him: 7 Will not urge for my juſtificatim, 
what 7 have told you a thouſand times; but f will onely conjure you, by all the power 6 
ver you F have yet left, to conſent to this alteration of my fortuno withour attempti 
any thing againſt your ſelf, to change that violent paſſion which has brought you oy 
great extreamitics, unto 4 more moderate friendſhip | ſuch an one as 7 heretofore could 
bs defired from Artaxerxes, and which } Will requite by the ſame inclinations } hal 
heretofore for that dear brother ; and laſtly (which I moſt earneſtly veg of you) # 
attempt nothing againſt him whom the Gods have given me for my Huaband. ? wil 
not alledge What he has done for you, after that you have done againſt him, and in ſir 
of your threats and daily defignes againſt his life ; this ſervice is too inconſiderable 1 
firangle your intereſts, and generoſity alone obliged him to ſave the life of an enemy i 
the loſſe whereof he might have ſecured his own. But in ſhort, Lyſimachus,he 5s m 
band, and you cannot touch his life, without making your paſſage to it through min, 
You cannot hurt Hepheſtion, without wounding Pariſatis, nor can you behold him a a 
enemy, and net look with an eye of hatred upon her you have ſo perfeftly loved. I though 
fit to repreſent this unto you, though the promiſe you have already made me, _ han 
freed me from that care, but *tis to let you ſee, f Will neither abuſe your affettion, mr 
make any requeſts to you that are not reaſonable. Who Will furniſh me with words, ( g& 
nerous Prince) toexpreſs the motions of my ſoul, at rhe concluſion of this ſad diſcow(, 
or rather Who will furniſh me with an heart, to remember this miſerable part of my life 
and not expire in your preſence * But why ſhould 7 die at the remembrance of a miifor- 
tune. ſince 7 ſupported the misfortune it ſelf without dying, and that } have conſerv' 
my life, after events which Were yet more fatal ? 

It is true, this cruel Declaration, and theſe rigorous commands kill'd me not, but 
the condition they reduced me to, was little different from that of a dead body, | 
ſunk down between Prolomers his arms, with very little ſenſe or knowledge,and look 
ing upon Pariſatis without ſpeaking or —_— by that filence and unmoveableneh,, 

'- expreſs'd my grief more to the life,then J could have done by the ſaddeſt words which 
the greatneſs of my afflition could put into my mouth, All the company ſee- 
med to participate in my ſorrow,and Pariſaris her ſelf had not conſtancy enough to 
diſſemble her compaſſion. Her fair eyes ſhed ſome tears in ſpite of hey, and tw 
in ſpite of me that J remained alive, after that fatal ſentence of my death, ' And 
truly when I reflect upon that deplorable part of my life, I can acguſe nothing for 
its conſervation, but the ſame anger of the Gods, who ſaved me from the paw of the 
Lion, and which prolonged my days ſtill, to reſerve me ro my utmoſt misfortunes. 
When I had continued a long time in trances which deprived me of ſpeech, and ſet- 
med to forbid me the uſe of all my ſenſes, I began to be aſhamed of my weakneſs,and 
did my beſt endeavours to ſhow ſome marks of courage in the moſt dangerous occt 
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fon Thad ever met. It was with much difficulty it gave me ſtrength enough to ſertle 
ty ſelfe, and to conſider the condition I was in, and all the reſt of thecompany ; 
their faces had borrowed fome of the ſadneſſe of mine, and thoſe defolate perfons 
ſeem'd rather to have been corn thither to pronounce the decree of my death, thento 
reſtore me my liberty. 

I turn'd my eyes flowly upon Pariſatfes , and having look'd upon her a while 
without ſpeaking, at laſt with a broken ſigh I ſaid to her. © Are you then Hepheſtions 
* wife Madam, and was it to give me that pleaſing ſpetacle you forbad me to die ? 
1 ferbad you to die (anſwered my Princeſle ) becauſe 1 ſhonld have been very ſeuſfoble of 
four death, and becanſe your life ſhall ever be very deare to me; and I commanded you to 
tive, that in you 1 might preſerve him whom I will love as my brother , ſince I cannot 
love him as my hnsband. *1I am infinitly obliged ro you (replied I with a feeble voice ) 
© and I receive no light marke of your affeRion, in the command you lay wpon me, to 
' ive that paſſion to Hepheſtion which I have had for you. 7 doe nor require of you 
(faid Pariſatis) that you ſhould love him as ardently as I beleev you have lod me, but 
1 with all my heart beſeech you not to hate him Who from hence forth muſt be the berter part 
of my ſelfe, and not ro injure in his perſon that of Pariſatis , to whom you have expreſſed 
wore affeftion then ſhee deſerved, and more then ſhee was able to requite Nor do I forbid 


you to love mr, on the contary 1 beſeech you to live that you may love me, and 1 aſſnre my 


ſelfe my huſband will not be jealons of the affeftion which I yet defire from you ; but I en- 
treat you to redace it within ſuch bounds as may permit me to ſuffer it, and to cnt off all 
vidlences, conſerving only 4 pure good will towards me, as 1 will toward you ſo long as [ 
tive, Doe you not promiſe it me Lyſimachus ? At theſe words making a ſtop, ſhee put 
forth her hand to me, as to give me a pledge of the frendſhip ſhe offered me, and to 
aske aſſurance of that ſhee required from me. Although I ſaw my death infallible on all . 
fides, I would yet die handſomely however, and till ny laſt gaſp give her cauſe to 
commend the ſincerity and pefechon of my love. With that defigne, not reſiſting 
any longer, © I anſwer'd : Yes, Madam, I promiſe you that I will never diſobey you 
* while 1 live. 1 will lay my neck under Hepheſtions foot if you delire it, and with re 
*ſpe& and ſubmiſſion will kiſſe the very hand that murthers me, if you command me; 
*I will do mote yet, and iffor the ſmall remnant of my life I cannot change the na- 
'ture of my affection, at leaſt proteſt to you that you ſhall never be troubled with it, 
*and that neither you nor your husband, ſhall ever have any cauſe to complain of 

' words, or aftions. Having ſaid thus I took her hand which ſhe held out wo me, 
and kneeling down upon one knee, I kiſſed it with a-profound ſubmiſſion. That was 
the only time in my whole life I ever had that favour, and though the Princeſſe 


; blnfl'd to ſee me give my ſelfe a liberty I had never taken before, yet did ſhe not envy 


mefo ſmall a ſatisfaction in the loſle of all my hopes. After this ation all the Ladies 
came kindly to me, and endeavoured by words of conſolation to ſweeten the excellive 
priefwherem Iwas buried, but Iwas infenfible of al thofe teſtimonies of their goodwH, 
and appeared fo prepoſſeſſed with my misfortune, that they almoſt loſt hope of ever 
77 bas while ] liv'd. Jr would be hard for me to tell you Prolomeres his kindneſles, 
and the proofes I receiv'd of his afte&tion;after the rime that he had been fet atliberty, 
he might have marryed Apamia, for he had her conſent, as likewife Arrabaſus wnd the 
Kings ; and if he had pleas'd his marriage might have been celebraved with the Kings, 
Mer ions, and many other Lords who matchd themfelves with the Perfanr Ladies, 
bat he wasnor able to reſolve upon actions of rejoycing white I was in danger and 
raptivity, and therefore would needs defer his happyneſſe till the alteration of th 

forrume. 'Ar/;noe had kept her fiſter company, #nd had retarded her wedding wit 

Eumenes out of the fame confideration. I gave Ptotomexs thatikes for tha taftefli- 
wony of his freindfhip, as well as ] was able ina condition; which made tne incapy- 
ble of afl things, Before J went our of Prifon, Jlearn'd from him mote ar lerge;that 
ifter my victory over the Lyon, the Queen, and the two Pritceſſes her da had 
een tipon their knees'to the King tobegge my pardon ; that Puri/arss Statira 
employ all the power ſhee had with him, and that ſhee her ſelfe tad made Hrpheſtsvr: 
teſpaire of poſleſſing her, otherwiſe then by my fafury-##dliberey, That Srpheſtion 


either 
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either ſet on by that conſideration, or by his own generoſity, nobly embraced that gc. 
caſion of ſerving them, and that wounded as he was, he waited upon them to the 
King, and fell down with them at his feet, and never ſtird from thence till he had oh. 
taind that ] ſhould be ſet at liberty, and reſtored to the ſame favour I was in before 
my diſgrace, That the King granted them their requeſt, with this reſervation that ] 
ſhould continue in priſon till his marriage and Hepheſtions were accompliſhed; feari 
leaſt I ſhould trouble their weddings by ſome new folly: That after this aſſurance 
my life, order was given] ſhould be better uſed then before, but that my keepers were 
forbidden upon pain of death, to tell me any thing that paſſed at Court, or to letin 
any body kr en could give me the leaſt notice of it ; that this was the cauſe why I wy 
ignorant of thoſe fatall mariages, -which were celebrated with much pompe and mag 
nificence, preſently after Hepheſtion was cured. He added for my conſolation, tha 
the Princeſſe Pari/atzs was like to have died with griefe upon her wedding day , and 
that all they who had ſeen her in that condition were affraid her marriage bed would 
have been her grave ; that ſhe had fainting fits in the Temple,and that by her ſadneſſ, 
ſhee had abated much of the publique __—ng. After all this diſcourſe which 1 
hearkend to without being moved, and as a perſon who no longer had-any intereſtig 
the world, the Princeſſes would needs have me out with them, and accompany then 
to the King, whom they intended to preſent me to that very day. J ſuffered my ſelf 
to be guided by their wil,as a man who had none left of my own,nor any other motion 
then what was given him. They cauſd me come up into their Chariot;and carried ne 
with them as a victim to the Altar, or at leaſt as a mandeprived of ſence , and Knoy- 
ledge ; all thoſe wee met as we went in, renewed their proteſtations of trendſhip t 
me, and followed in a croud to Syſgambiſes chamber, where the King was, atendel 
by the chiefe of his Court, except Hepheſtion, who would not redouble my griefe 
his preſence, without having cauſed me to be prepared to ſee him. Aſſoon as wet 
tred into the chamber, the King came forward to meet the Queen, who held nely 
the hand, and withour giving her time to ſpeake, or me hardly to kneel down, he gut 
me his hand, and lifting me up ſaid, Let's nor talke of what is paſt Lyſimachus, w 
have both done amiſſe, and our faults are mutuall, but my will :s. that from this time ſv- 
Ward we hold a better correſpondence, and drown the remembrance both of my rig our, a 
of your diſobedience, in better uſages, With theſe words he embraced me tenderly, 
though my ſorrow ſeem'd to have extinguiſhd in me all ſence of any thing, thew- 
neration ] had ſtill remayning to the perſon of my King, made me ſenſible of lus 
vour, and obliged me to anſwer ; * Sir, I confeſſe my ſelf as guilty as a man can be, 
* but your Majeſty has not been unſenſible your ſelfe of that paſſion which has been 
© the cauſe of all my faults, nor can J alledge any thing but love for the juſtification 
* of my crimes. Lets ſpeak no more of it (replied the King) Love me as Alexander, aw! 
will alwayes remember you are Lyſimachus, ſaying thus, he embraced me a ſecond tine, 
and having expreſſed a great deal of kindnefle to me, he exalted my .combart againſtie 
Lyon with | way which made the whole company know he eſteemd that action 
finitely, and that it had touchd him more then all the prayers which had been made 
to him in favour of me, After theſe diſcourſes and ſome other, to which I was dt 
able to make anſwer, ſo exceedingly was I caſt down with the violence of my afflid 
on, the Kingask'd me if for his ſake, and Pariſariſes 1 would not ſee Hepheſtion,.1W 
queſtion made me tremble, and change colour, and if the King had obſerved my cout- 
tenance, he might have found the alteration he had cauſed in it;yet ] forced my {elit 
anſwer, That 1 Wwenld neither diſobey him, nor the Princeſſes Parilatis while I 1iv/d,(t 
ſider a little I beſeech you, and with all admire the wonderfull change of my humour, 
ſee how mild was grown , and how different from that furious Ly/imachi whobit 
a tew dayes before, ran with his ſword drawn unto Hepheſtions houſe to kill him inthe 
middeſt of all his followers, and who to ſatisfy bis en , had blindly precip 
himſelte into a moſt evident death, who had deſpiſed the Kings threats , out-d! 
the puniſhmemts prepared for him, and ſhut his eyes againſt all manner of confident 
tions to content his rage, ; 
Certainly when I make reflexion upon this ſudden Aeramorphoſes, I cannot gr 
ent 
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/ ently admire the power of Pariſatis, whoſe will had in a moment carried mine from 
| oneextremity to the other, nor forbear concluding by this proof, that never man e- 


qualled me in the perfetion of Love, Ir is a ſmall matter to undertake Combats, to 
cun headlong into dangers for a perſon that one loves, glory alone can inſpire us with 
theſe '3 but to deveſt ones ſelf of the moſt preſſing and molt violent thoughts 
a ſoul is able to conceive or ſuffer, to caſt off the intereſts of a mans own life, to e- 
Ntabliſh the repoſe of his enemy, by the loſſe of his own, and to paſs from an exceſs 
of rage, to ſuch ſubmiſſive reſignations, is that which weſee in very few perſons ; 
and if in what you did at S»/a for the ſafety of Alexander, you had not ſhown an 
admirable example of a generoſity of this nature, I ſhould ſay, it were that which 
appertains to no body but Lyſmachws alone. In the mean time m- T7 to whom 
che King had ſent to give notice, came into the Chamber ; and though I had done 
all that poſſibly I could to diſpoſe my ſelf to that interview, and to recall all the cou- 
rageI had left, for that ation, I could not keep my ſelf from waxing pale, norfrom 
trembling and expreſſing thereby, and by the trouble of my countenance, into what 
a perplexity that ſight had put me z I was like to havefaln in a ſwoun, and if I had 
not been upheld by ſome ot my friends wh near me, I ſhould without doubt 
have ſunk to the ground, and by that Rog have laid my ſelf proſtrate before my 
Conquerour, and the poſſeſſor of Pariſatic. © Hepheſtion without farther ceremony, 
and withour ſtaying for the Kings command, came roward me with open arms, and 
though my confuſion made me uncivil, and kept me from going to meet him, he was 
content to come the whole way, and was ſo modeſt as to accommodate his counte- 
nance, not to the happineſle of his condition , but to the misfortune of mine. | Hee 
embraced me many times, without _ repulſed by the coldneſs of my reception, 
and with much tenderneſſe made proteſtations of friendſhip to me, which 1 had nor 
conſtancy enough to anſwer. The cauſe of my ſadneſs and confuſion was ſuffici- 
ently known to procure pardon for my incivility from perſons who knew that inano- 
ther ſeaſon, and in another condition, 1 ſhould have behaved my felf otherwiſe ; 
and —_— eaſily excuſing it himſelf, d1d not ſeem cooled by my ſilence, but ſaid 
co me with a very obliging faſhion, / would it pleas'd the Gods, Lylimachus , that I 
coutd buy your friendſhip with any ether price except Pariſatis ; they are my Witneſſes, 
that } have nothing ſo precious, but I Would give it joyfully ; and that after that of my 
Princeſſe,and of my King, 7 ſhould never account any /0 dear. 

Notwnhſtanding the trouble,or rather the diſtration I was in, I was not utterly 
inſenſible of this Diſcourſe, and drawing afigh from the botrome of my heart, *O 
* Hepheſt ion ! (ſaid I) how lawfully is: P a#iſatis due to uu and how well bath the 
*King placed his affeftion ; enjoy both peaceably', and forget what rage produced 
*in him who was not capable of it for any thing bur Pariſaris. 

After theſe words, we embraced one another again many times, and the King 
made mee promiſe him , that I would bee Hepheſtions friend all the reſt of my life. 
Certainly he deſerved that friendſhip very well; from any other body except L yſima- 
<<, and his good qualities, wrought as greatan eſteem in me, as in thoſe to whom 
he always had been dear. Beſides, his manner of carriage obliged me to a good will 
towards him ; but if I was content to love him as Hepheſtion, who was gallant, no+ 
ble, generous, and one who behaved himſelf toward me in a very winning faſtuon ; 
I could not look npon him as Pariſatis's husband , without conſidering him as the 
raviſher of my happineſle, and the deſtroyer of my repoſe, and of my life. The 
King, and the Queens, but above all the Princeſſe Pari/ats expreſſed a great deal of 
Joy at this reconciliation, and within two days after Prolomens ſeeing ſome change 
in thecondition of my affairs, married his dear eApamia, and Emmenes the Prin- 
cels Arſinove her ſiſter. The whole Court intereſſed it ſelf in this alliance, and upon 
that occaſion renewed the rejoycings of the former Weddings. But though I was 
Ptolomews his neareſt friend, and that | participated in his particular joy, Ihad no 
ſhare at all in the publick, nor did 1 make one in any of thoſe meetings wherewith 
his marriage was ſolemnized. The next day after it Roxana came to S»/a, and with-. 
in two more, I ſunk under the burthen of wy aſfiRions, and not. being able 
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to reſiſt the violence of my ſorrow any longer, I fell fick. Thenit was I prais'd the 
Gods, believihg I might let them and nature work, without diſobeying Pari/ars; it 
ſufficed me not to lay violent hands upon my ſelf, and to take the remedies preſcribed 
me,that J might notrebel againſt her commands ; but J was not Maſter of my grief, 
andif it effected of it ſelf, what my hands had not the liberty to execute, I was not 
to be condemned for that. This was the account J gave her,and that which I alledg. 
ed for my juſtification, when fhe complained of the little care I had to pleaſe her in 
the conſervation of a life which ſhe had recommended to me. 

The King whoſe former hatred was changed into a real affection to me , and who 
looked upon my ſorrows with much compaſſion, expreſſed a great deal for my fick- 
neſſe ; The Queens appeared afflicted at it, and did me the honour to viſit me often, 
but Hepheſt ion was le who behaved himſelf the handſomelieſt in that occation ; hee 
was not ſatisfied with being every day at my bedſide, nor with ſhowing himſelt next 
Prolomers the moſt diligent of all my friends ; neither did he think it enough that 
the Princeſs his wife came many times to ſee me, but he accuſed her himſelf of ill 
nature, and ſolicited her co viſit me oftner ; he brought her divers times himſelf, and 
going away withourher, gave meas much liberty to entertain her.as I could wiſh: 
True it is, that by long converſing with that Princeſle, he had a perfet knowledge of 
her vertue, and his aſſurance of it made him the leſle fevere in guarding that which ra 
no hazatd under fo-fafea cuſtody. So cinil, fo free, and ſo obliging a comportmen, 
gained very mach upon me, bur it impaired my condition ; for Pariſatis 's affection 
to her husband, was redoubled by the frankneſle of his proceeding, and by the conk- 
dence he had of her ; and it wroughit a belief even in me, that J could not withox 
baſeneſs undermine the affeRtion ſhe owed unto fo generous a husband,and to when 
I was nearly obliged. This conſideration and that of her vertue kept my mouths. 
moſt always ſhut,and hardly permitted meſo much as to complarn in ber pr 
thoſe torments which brought me ro my. grave ; true it is, that my looks ſpoke to 
with eloquence enough, and thac through them ſhee eaſily might read, all thatty 
mouth could have made her comprehend.. Truly] have all the cauſe in the world 
acknowledge her good nature, whereof 1 could not deſire any proofs which I res 
ved not from herevery day, ahd though ſhee no way abuſed the liberty Hepheftw 
gave her, but was rather vbliged by .bis freedome to live with more reſervednch, 
then ſhe needed to have done if her husband had been leffe generous ; yet did ir 
forget nothing ſhe could oriought to.de, that ſhe might not be accuſed: of ingrit 
ride, She was by my bedſide with' Ar#aor,and Aſpaſia one day, which was the mel 
dangerous of all my ſickneffe, the Phyſitians being at that time almoſt in deſpair of 
my recovery ; the knowledge my weakneſs gave me,chat I was drawing near my nl, 
brought mea real conſolation ; and the hope I had, that I might perchance be ſo hi 
py asto'finiſh my days in the ſtghrof my:Princefle, made me turn my eyes {lowly to- 
ward her, and tooking apon her ky reſpe&t which 7 had ever perfectly conke- 
ved, after two'orthree highs drawn friom-a weak and dying breaſt , 7 with the little 
ſtrength ? hadeft, ſpoke'to heron this manner : To day it i, ( Madam) f ſhalt 
rive at the end of that vace Which 7 have glorionſly run, and 7 ſpall ſee that happy car 
cluſion of my pains, and of my life, which } ever propoſed wnto my ſelf ; 1 call theGl 
that hear us, to be witneſſes of the laſt proteſt ation Imntke to you, that through the whit 
corsfe of that yoble paſſion I have had for the Princeſſe Pariſatis , -/ never afpired 144 
more adv antageviar fortune then that of dying for ter. Not but that rhe greatneſs 
my Toe, andthe excommugement of your promiſes, had raiſed me to hopes that Wwerew 
high, and hai blotted owe of my mind the knowledge of my ſelf, to make me pretend 
nou prize which Þ conld not Worthily took, upon ; but if at the laſt moments of u lit 
which 7 lefeifur you, y6u onght ro give any credit tomy words, } conjareiyon tobelitt, 
that } — > dreFremad cheſs two advantages , topuſſeſſe Pariiatis , ur rite 
for Pariſatis : the Pit has bern denyed me,and the Gods have granted me rhe laſt. it 
pheſtion has rhehippineſſe ro poſſeſſe her, and Lyſitnachus the glory ro the:for ber. * if! 


- have been jealous of Hepheſtionsforrwne, he ought to my deſtiny ; and if tis pa 


"n cola wor be mite happily recompered,, mine could not have n more hononrable conoluf 
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mn. After the Declaration f maks to you of this truth, ſuſfer me, 1 beſcech you, Madam, 
[uffer me for pirie's ſake, to tell you once again at the extreamity of my life, that 7 die 
yours, and that 1 eild up to you a ſoul pure, and clean even to the ſmalleſt rhought ; a 
ſoul that was never touch'd but for you alone, with that paſſion which drives it from this 
body, to make it take a more gallant flight ; a ſoul that parts not from its body to forſake 
your ſervice, but to tie it ſelf inſeparably unto you ; whitherſoever you move your foot, 
this faithful fpirit ſhall wait upon you, but Will nor borrow any ſhape that may affright 
you, and being neither viſible nor palpable, it without being perceiv'd by you, will taſte 
the moſt ſolid happineſſes, its nature is capable to enjoy. Be not jealous of its good for- 
tune, ſince it ſhall not be incommodious to you, and if I yet may be permitted to 1mportune 
you with my prayers, give me leave to conjure you to afford ſome moments of your life, to 
the remembrance of the moſt faithful of all thoſe that have ever loved you, and Who with 
a moſt perſett joy bequearhs you a life Which he had dedicated to none but you alone. 

My weakneſs would not ſuffer me to ſay more, and ſcarce had I ſtrength enough 
to pronounce the laſt words qpanr But how great conſtancy ſoever Pariſaris 
had ſhown through the whole courſe of her life, it was impoſſible for herto difſem- 
ble her compaſſion, and to retain tears which running along her cheeks, fell down 
from thence upon mine. That ſight gave me all the conſolation I could receive , but 
aſſoon as ever ſhe had wiped her eyes, turning them towards mee with an air that 
was languiſhing, and imperious both together. 

* No, Lyſimachws, (ſaid ſhe) I will never conſent unto your death, nor can you 
* without putting mine in danger abandon your life as you do ; it is as dear to me, as 
* you can, and ought to wiſh, neither can you negleRir after this knowledge, without 
* a manifeſt rebellion. 

I was not able to reply, and when I would have put forth my hand to give her the 
aſt aſſurance of my fidelity, my ſtrength failed me, and I fell into ſuch a weakneſs, 
as made me loſe both all knowledge,and the uſe of all my ſenſes. The Phyſitians'de- 
fired the Princeſle to retire, and they laboured about me with ſo much care,that they 
brought me to my ſelf again; thereſt of the day was ſpent in applying remedies, and 
contrary to their opinion,and to that of the whole world; the night following I had a 
very favourable cri5s. In ſhort, the Gods would not ſuffer me to dye, and from 
that day they that waited upon me, obſerved a viſible amendment. All my friends 
ſhewed an extraordinary joy, and Par/atis appeared not the leaſt ſatisfied at it; they 
all continued the proofs of their good will toward me, and contributed whatſoever 
depended upon their aſſiſtance,toward my recovery. Why ſhould I hold you longer 
in this tedious Narration > Irecovered in the end, and whether I would or no, got 
up again from that ſickneſs, upon which I had grounded my laſt hopes. I left my 
bed, and my chamber, but not that mortal ſorrow, which ought to have brought me 
to my grave, yet had notthe ſtrength to ſend me thither, ſo ſoon as I deſired. I faw 
the Court again in greater pomp and ſplendor then ever it had been, and I obſeryed 

joy in all faces except my own, and Queen Sratira's ; the reaſon of her ſadneſs was 
unknown to me, yet now 1 no longer doubt but that it was cauſed by the diſcourſes 
of. Roxana, and by the knowledge of your innocence. 

All objects of joy to me, were objets of deſolation, and though my friends uſed 
all their endeavours to comfort and divert me, and that the King was very kinde and 
liberal to me; . their cares were all unprofitable,and did nothing but aggravate a ſor- 
row which was no longer in a condition to ſuffer either remedy or conſolation. The 
King ro make mee amends for the loſſe of Pariſatis, would: have married mee to a 


Princels of the fame quality,the daughter of King Occhus, Darius his Predeceſſor, an 


exceeding fair and'yertuous Lady. ButI thank'd him for that honour, in tearms that 
made him ſee T was-not capable of a ſecond affe&tion. In the mean time I lived as: a 
man who deſired only to die,' and 1 drew mattet of ſadneſs from all manner. of en- 
counters ; if I ſaw the King ſometimes, I could riot look upon him as other then the 
Authour of my.unhappineſs, and the unjuſt arbitrator of my-miſerable fortune; if 
I faw —_— F could not confider him as other then the'murtherer of my life,and. 
tie raviſher of Pari/aris ; and if. I caſt my eyes wgon Parsſatis, 1 beheld her no lon-. 
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Ber as the Miſtreſs of my ſoul, but as the wife of Hepheſtion, This burthen of ai. 
Rions made me reſolve to leave a place where all objeds were fatall to me. To tha 
end, having asked the Kings leave for a few days, I went from S»/a with a ſmall train, 
and with eAbslites bis permiſſion, retired to that houſe of his where ] had been dre'd 
and had lien concealed for ſome time after my combat with Hepheſtion ; the ſituation 
of it was very pleaſing, and ſuitable to my ſolitary, thinking humour, it ſtood inan 
exceeding high Wood near the River Hy aſþer , and was beautified with Fountai 
Grots, Allies, Arbours, and all manner of ſuch like ornaments. I ſpent ſome time 
there, in an entertainment conformable to my preſent condition; ſometimes I ſo 
out the gloomieſt ſhades in all the wood, and lying down at the foot of ſome Oak, J 
recall'd into my memory the paſt accidents of my life ; and making a mixtture of fad 
and delightful thoughts, 1 was ſo _—_ in tormenting my ſelf, that I drown'l all 
the pleaſures and contentments I had felt, in the remembrance of my laſt misfortuge, 
Other while ſitting by the River ſide, and fixing my eyes upon the waters, which rol. 
led impetuouſly away, I compared the laſting of the delights I had enjoyed , unto 
the ſwiftneſs of their ſtream, and Pariſatis's coldneſs to the coldneſs of that element, 
That Princeſs had at leaſt this cauſe to praiſe the fidelity of my love, that in allmy 
deepeſt melancholy, I never accuſed her in the ſmalleſt thought, nor ſpent onemo. 
ment in the deſire of ſhaking off the yoak ſhe had impoſed upon me for the remain- 
der of my days. I never complained of her , J never made any wiſhes againſt the 
pleaſures ſhe enjoyed with Hepheſtion ; nor did I ever repine at the years I had ſpent 
in her ſervice with ſo little fruit: I kept my ſelf always without wavering in my firt 
inclinations, and never repented that I had =o my life to her,who had given her ſelf 
to another. The place of my retreat,was known to very few, and not being willi 
to be troubled in my ſolitude by the viſits of my friends , I hardly diſcovered it 6 
much as to Prolomeus. Yet could 1 not hinder many others from learning where] 
was,nor my ſelf from being often viſited by thoſe that were moſt affeionate to mee; 
They attempted in la to leg me back to Court,and inſtead of working that deſire 
in me by their diſcourſe, they made me think of ſeeking a farther retreat that mi 
be unknown to all men living. I was not only viſited by my friends, but in my fol- 
tarineſs ] received alſo a Letter from Pariſatis, which ſhe wrote to me,as I have lea 
ned ſince, by Hepheſt5ons conſent. Although I ſeem'd unſenſible of any happineh, 
yetwas I ſufficiently touch'd with one of that nature, and the inward motions whe. 
with I read her Letter, were very far from that indifferency I ſhowed to all things elk, 
The words of itIthink were theſe, or to this purpoſe, 


PARISATIS to LYSIMACHUS. 


Hongh I hawe nt at all comributed to Lyſimachus bis ex 

tle, the whole Court asks me what is become of bin, and 
they accuſe none but me for his voluntary baniſbment ; I envy ut 
the delights you tate in your ſolitarineſſe, but I pity your friends, 
whom bis retirement hath deprived of your company, and par 
ticularly Parifatis, to whom it ſball ever be wery dear. 


]f this Letter had commanded me expreſly to return to Court, there is no queſt 
but how great an averſion ſoever | had to it, the perfe&t obedience wherewith I ba 
reſign'd my ſelf wholly to the will of Pars/atis, would have made me forfake my de- 
fart ; but ſeeing ir left me ſtill the liberty of that abode, 7 ſtirr'd not from thence,but 
ſpent ſome moneths in my melancholy thoughts, and in reading the works of 
| Coltifthenes, which he had bequeathed to me alone, as to the deareſt of all his ſcholar 
and he who had che moſt perfetly honoured him ducing his life. 1n that yy 
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phie J ſonght for ſome conſolation in my misfortunes, and doubtleſfe ] found a greac 
deale more in it, then in the converſation of my freinds; the ſolidiry of his reafonings 
affording me wherewithall to lll my afflitions aſleep for ſome few moments, 

In the mean time this langnifhing decayed me inſenfibly, and had wonderfully al- 
tered me,when my fortune receiv'd a ſtrange revolucion. 1 heard by Prolomens that 
Hepheftion was ſicke, and that Pariſatis tended him in his ſickneffe with a care thar 
viſibly reſtified her affeRion to him. I deſired Pro/omer to viſite her from me,and af- 
ſure her, that if his fickneſſe laſted, or grew more dangerous, I would forfake 
retirement to wait upon him, and repay part of his civilities. ] beleiv'd neverthe- 
tefs he would not be much pleas'd to ſee one that had fo great intereſt in his death , 
and ſo great cauſe, to delire ir, — to all rhe appearances in the world. © This 
conſideration, together with my hatred of the Court, hindred me from leaving my 
ſolitude. But within a few dayes after Prol/omers came to me again , and affoon as 
ever he ſaw me,Cheare »p wg” 0 or" he) takg contage, and change your manner 
of life, in changing your condition, Hepheſtion i dead, and has left Pariſatis for Lyſima- 
chus. Tam not able to tell you the aſtoniſhment theſe words caufed in me, nor to 
exprefle the motions that agitated my ſoul. J was ſtrack mute, and anmoveable, and 
Prolomens had talked to me a good while before 1 thought of welcoming or anfwe- 
ring him. When ] was come a little to my ſelf. © Oh Prolomews (cried ]) what doe you 
* rell me, is Hepheftion dead ? He is, (replied Prolomeus ) and that above two howers 
befere I came from Sula. At this confirmation I remained more ſurpriſed then before, 
and in the greateſt confafion of thoughts my mind was ever intangled in: I proteſt 
truly to you ] was ſorry for If er 4p well by reaſon of the freſh obligations ] had 
to k1mm,as of theeſteem which the merit of his perſon had wronght in me as well as 0. 
thers, and becaufe ] knew Pari/atis would be moft ſenfibly afflifted. Yet will F nordiſ- 
ſemble ro you, chat in this encounter J could not forget my intereſts, and that J had 
not generoſity enough, to make my ſorrow for his toſs drownche hopes it revived in 
me; lov'd my felfe ſo wel as to find comfort for his death,in the advantages it brought 
me, and ] was modeſt enough to difſembte the farisfaRion which in probability ir was 
like to grve me. Burt not being able to conceale any thing from Pto/omews, ] could 
not long diſguife my thoughts to him, nor the divers alterations that news Pro wn 
inme. His thoughts were conformable to mine, but being really my freind, and ry- 
ing himſelfe infeparably ro my fortune, the remembrance of my intereſts was ſtronger 
then the griefe ] might elſe have had for ſo great a Man, and made him paſfe overa 
death which alone feem'*d to eſtabliſh his freinds life. When we had difcourſed | 
upon that accident, and that hehad told ' me che particulars of hisdeath, whic 
were no other then what are ordinary in naturali ficknefle , he perſwaded me 
wreturneto Sx/a, as well to pay my refpeQsto that 'Jiluſtrions widdow , as to wait 
upon the King who was no way to be comforted, and who by his words and aQions 
made ſome beleeve he would accompany Hepheſtion in his grave, J refiſted not his 
deſire, but referring my ſelf to be guided by hari, and by fortune whoſeem'd to have 
changed her countenance toward me, J return'> with him ro Su/a. You were in the 
Town at that time, and therefore may diſpence with me for relating the things that 

pafſd there, as well about the Kings mourning asthe pompe of He _ funeralls, 
both which rofe to ſach an exceſſe, that the whole world talked of em with aſto- 
nſhment; the Kings treaſures were like to have been exhauſted with the expence he 
made at his obfequies, and the great courage of eAlexander which in a thouſand dan- 
gers had feem'd invincible, was like to have ſunke under the weight of that afflition, 
J durſt not come into his preſence, fearing he would not look well upon him, who 
according to all appearance was not like to be much troubledfor the loſfe, which bee 
bewailed with ſo many teares, and fo many other ſignes of a mortall forrow z neicher 
Gid ] know with what face to ſee Pariſatis, nor which way ] could gain beliefe of the 
affurances } ſhoutd give her of the part J bore in her affliction. Theſe conſide- 
rations made me keep my lodginga few dayes, but in the end I pafſd them over , and 
ſaffring my ſelf to be led by the ſtrength of my inclination, I reſolved ,co give my firſt 
"ite to Pari/arss ; but before } eproſed my felfe-ra that bazard, ] chought beſt ro 


ſound 


- —— 


230 CASSANDRA. Panrll 


ſound her pleaſure by eApamia, and find by ber meanes whether ſhe would be con- 
tent I ſhould waite upon her. That Prixceſſe who had really loy'd Hepheſtion, 8 
her duty, and the merite of ſuch a husband obliged her, could not reſolve to ſee me 


| ſo ſoon, and got eApamiato defireme that I would defer my intention for a while 

| andnotto thinke it ſtrange, if ſhe was not able yet to diſpoſe her ſelfe to ſee me, 

' received this command without 7 and changing the order of my vilites, { 
c 


went to the Palace with Prolomenus, I found the King in bed , and his Chamber full 
of the Principall men of his Court, who by dejeted countenances, and a profound 
ſilence, ſtrove to accompany the ſorrow of their Prince ; Indeed it was immode 
and it ſometimes tranſported him to cries, and aftions unbeſeeming his quality , and 
the greatneſle of his courage. Thereaſons I have alledged made me come with fear 
into his chamber, and hindred me from making my addrefle to him with aſſurance, * 
but he deceiv'd me in the reception he gave me, and calling me to him aſſone as eve . 
he ſaw me, he put forth his hand, and-made me come cloſe to his bed fide. I kiſſed 
his hand which he offered me, and the King wiping away ſome teares, wherewith his 
cheeks were yet wet. At laſt, Hepheſtion's dead (ſaid he ; and having madea ſtop 
at thoſe firſt words,) To have loſt your rival Lyſimach (continued be ) but 1 aur 
my ſelfe you are generous enough nor to rejoyce at it. I anſwered him only by ſome 
teares, which thoſe ſad objets made me ſhed, and which confirm'd him in that opi- 
nion, This knowledge,(added he) moves me to love you very well , and cauſes me me 
only to forget ail you did againſt the poore man that 15 now gone, but alſo obliges me to giv 
ou a great ſhare, in the place he poſſeſſed in my heart. 1 replied only with an humble 
obeylance, and retiring among the reſt, I conform*d my countenance, and my ſilence 
to that of all the company. The King kept his bed yet a few dayes, whereof I let nc 
one paſſe without dozng my duty to him diligently ; In the end he lefthis chamber 
having commanded the whale court to put on mourning, and his firſt going a broad 
was with no other intention then to viſite Pariſatzs. Hee a me to waite 
eu him, after having caus'd the princeſle to be asked if ſhee would give way toit, 
eyeelded to it out of complacency, not hating me ſo much as to refuſe a favour 
Iſo ardently deſired. 1 went along therefore with the King to make that viſite, and 


_ following him into the Chamber -of that faire. widow , 1 found her in an' obſcure | 


night, and in a condition ſuitable to the greatneſle of ker afflition and of her vertue, / 
The Queen her mother, the Queen her ſiſter, Barſina, eApamia, and many other 
Ladies were with her,and by their eies, and by their diſcourſe ſolemnized her griefinz 
very mournfull faſhion; The King _—_—_ neer to her bedſide, mingled his tears 
with, hers, and made her ſufficiently know he was come rather to keep her company 
in her ſorrow, then to give her any conſolation. They continued along timeina 
mute entertainment, w as ſoon as their - 5 would give them leave to ſpeake, they 
ſaid the ſaddeſt words, it ever produced in thoſe that have been the moſt 
touch'd with it. After that dolefull converſation, the King call'd me, and pr 
ting me himſelf to Pariſatzs, prayed her to receive me as a man who had ndt rejoy- 
ced at Hepheſtions death. My looks gafily ſeconded his words, and the ſight of 
Princeſſes face having touch'd me wich a moſt ſenſible griefe, made mine but little dit- 
ferent from hers. Pari/atzss ſeeing me could not retain ſome ſighs, and having bow- 
ed her head to me, made me know that in that eſtate ſhe was not capable of giving 
me-any other reception, and that though the ſight of me did ſomething renew 
ſorrow; her misfortune did not make her hate a perſon who had not at all contrib 
ted toit. At that firſt viſit ] ſaid nothingto her, as well by reaſon of the Kings be- 
irig preſent to whom out of reſpeR, we left her whole converſation , as becauſe 
thought her little capable in that condition, of any other entertainment, ſave that of 
her loſſe. I talked a while with the Queen her ſiſter , butic was of matters "J 
far from the thoughts which poſſeſſed me, and which as innocent as they were, c 

not bur paſſe for very criminallin ſo freſh an afflition. I ſaw my Princeſle dayly, 
for a good while,but I bore her ſo much reſpeR, that J left the care unto my lookes 
declaring my intentions to her, and conſidered her ſo far in her ſorrow, thatI never 
mingled any thing of love, among the diſcourſes of conſolation. P! , 
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This conſtraint nevertheleſſ: was very hard to me, and when I was alone with her, 
1 had much adoe to conceal my thoughts, but I had at leaſt this atisfaRion , that 
were not unknown to her, and that my ſilence was eloquent enough to make it 
ſelf be underſtood. You know that within a little after Hepheſtians teeth , the 
King having heard that the Coſſeang a barbarous people near Su/a, werereyblted, de-o 
rted thence, and marched ſtrait againſt them with a deſign to ſacrifice them to his 
friends ghoſt. Ar our going = I treſpaſſed upon my reſpet, to let Pari/ats 
ſee, I was ſhll Zyſimachs. With that deſign , having the liberty to entertain her 
one day before we deparced, after I had prepared her by my looks, for the Diſcourſ 
I had to make, 1 ſpoke to ber on this manner ; Madam, if 1 were not wpin the poine 
of 4 departure; which perchance will ſeparate me fedm you for ever, 1 would nat open my 
mouth to 3nterrupt your ſad remembrances With that of the faithful Lyſimachus ; you 
know that ſinte your loſſe I bave forgot my intereſts to afflitt my ſelf with on , and 1 
proteſt to you 1 would perſevere in the ſame courſe if 1 Were ſtill td continue here, and if 
1 were not returning to places mhere the chance of War which hath fpared me bitherto to 
ſerve you, may probably make me fall as well as others. That conſideration alone forces 
me beyond the reſpett I have inviolably obſerved toward you, and an wy me 10 aeclare 
to you, that if the Gods have diſpoſed of my deſtinies, -1 ſhall die without ſorrow, provi- 
ded you ſuffer me to die yours, and that you diſown not him at the end of hus life, who ſer- 
rats moſt religiouſly as long as you were in a condizion to permit him, Who troubled you 
not while you Were in another eſtate, and who in ſpite of his own imtereſts , doth partici- 
pate very much in your affliftions. If the Gods who have delpvered me from many dan- 
gers, bring me 7 arr to you again, 1 will without murmpring, follow the Lays you 
ſhall impoſe upon me, and will keep my ſelf ſeverely within that abſolnte reſignation, 
Wherewith 1 may boaſt I have ſubmitted to your will: give me leave only at rhus departure, 
to flatter my jel with an hope that I am not indifferent ro you, and #0 believe for the re- 
poſe of this ſoul which never was but yours that the memory you uve to the aſhes of Hephe- 
ſtion,hathnot blutted onr of your minde the remembrance of Lyſimachus. 

The Princeſs remained a while without anſwering, as being aſhamed to haye lent 
anear tofuch words in a time that ſeem'd to coydemn them, bur art laſt. ſhe ſpoke to 
mein theſe tearms. * This Difcourle, Lyſimachw, is ſo unſeaſonable in the conditt- 
*on 1 now am, thatT was not able to hear it without being moved ; not that I chank 
*x ſtrange from you, to whom) I have obligations enough , ro make me bear with 
*much greater offences ; but it is fo little conformable to my. preſent eſtats, and my 
*lofſeas yet fo freſh, that I cam neither approve, nor hearken to what you [a , With- 
*out a lightneſs extreamly to be blamed ; I am content nevertheleſs ro pardon this 
*faultin him, co whom 1 am much indebted, and will moreover aſſure him, ghar zf 
* after the death of my dear Husband, I could be capable of a ſecond affetign, it 
* would never be.to any body but Lyſimachw. I baleech you to prefle me no-farther, 
* nor to defive any thitig more from me, in a ſeaſon that makes Toourſes of this na- 
* ture very oondemnable. | 4 PILING 
- Ithoughtnor this reply ſtrange, and though Par/ats ſeem'd by her words to for- 
'bid her felf a ſecond atiection, 1.excuſed itwithout lofigg, my hopes , knpyung that 
her grief, and decency itfelf required ſuch an anſwer. Ihexefgre urged hex no fac- 
ther, andteftifying - I was exceelltng}ly ſatisfied with hex inclinations towayd me, I 
took my leave of her, and departed with the King, + Ly 37379113 ©; 

We marched againſt the-Coſſeans, and the King:tranſparted by his grief,. and exal- 
perazed by the rebellion of that;people, dic:notonly defeat ghem-in batte tibugt- 
-mgithem out,inithe moſt retired places where-zhey hid themſelves to axard tus fury, 
tacrificed themall:to Hepheſtions. Ghoſt, withthut exceptianof age, ſex, or condition. 
He appeared\fatisfied after this execution, hut ſtead of getuniag to Sx{a, be went to 
Baby/ox andiſent to the Queens and Princefles to come thither ro him. Y,pu know 
what paſs'd inchat time at Swſa, yourſelf made a part of the.moſt memarghle events, 
and were agaitiſt your will, awitneſs of thedeparture af .xþofe illuſhrigus,geclons. 1 
irrd notfrom the King who then made extraordinary .much.of me, and mc a 
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os. In the bartail againſt the Coſſeans, where he himſelf led the right Wing, be fayg. 
red me with the command of the left, and having ſeen me defeat the Enemies If 
againſt, he did me honors,and gave ——_ which I neither deſerved nore 

and not being at all ſatisfied with expreſſing his favour to me, by the honours and gf. 
® fices he raiſed me to, he promiſed me openly the poſſeſſion of the Princeſs Pariſa;, 
& engaged his word that he would get herto conſent unto my happineſs. Thar 
revived a joy which had ſo long been extinguiſhed in my ſoul,and made me bleſsthog 
ſufferings that were to be ſo gloriouſly recompenced, In the mean time we march 
towards Babylox but by the way we met the Sooth-ſayers of Cha/dea , vvho came ty 
the King purpoſely to diſſwade him from that Journy ; they aſſured him from ther 
God, that it vvould be fatal to him, and that he was threatned with an infallibl 
death, if he entred into that City, but he laugh'd at their preditions , and paſfd 
without giving any farther ear to any of them : He knew he vvas attended there 
the Ambaſſadors of many Kingdoms, which his repuration forced vo ſubmit then- 
; ſelvesunto him, and to receive without reſiſtance, that yoak he meant to impoſeyp 
| onthe whole Earth. 

i; Thisreaſon made him haſten his Voiage, or rather the power of his deſtiniesfor 
 ced himto itin ſpite of pteſages, and the counſels of his friends. Being nearthe 
walls,a flock of Crowes after they had fought a great while before him fell ſomef 
them dead at his feet z but he mocked at that adventure, and told his ſoothſayen, i 
was not able to daunt a gallant courage. He entred into that fatall Town, wherele 
wasreceived with great pomp and magnificence, and finding there the Deputies « 
Greece, and of many remote Provinces, he gave them audjence, and ſent them hone 
with rich Preſents. Within a while after the Queens and Princeſſes, with the reſt 
the Ladies artived there, where the Court was greater and fairer thenever, and [ 
ſrmachus fortified with the hopes the King had given him, and with the good recep 
on he had from his Princeſs, was more chearful and more contented then ever he 
been in his life : Within a few days after our arrival, the King himſelf preſentedne 
to Pariſats, and holding me by the hand, Siſter, (faid he) you muſt receive L 
machus for my ſake; before 1 gave you the man , Who of all the world was b 
me; and now T offer you him Sos [ eſteem moſt , Who us neareſt to me, and whila 
beſt deſerved you. 

*Twas in Syſgambis *s preſence he ſaid thus, and the Princeſs having look'd un 
her, anſwered the King only with a low obeiſance, and though ſhe was Miſtreſs 
her perfon, and of her ations, ſhe left it to her Mother to make reply, which tte 
did very civilly, and as muchto my advantage as I could wiſh. In ſhort, all thang 

an to contribute to my happineſſe, Pariſatis's humour grew diſpoſed toward i, 
and made me hope for a Declaration in favour of me, when once the time of he 
mourning was expired, and that ſhe might receive me with decency. But aboutthit 
rime Queen Sratira was not very well, and the Phyſitians adviſing her to take ſome 
Country air, the King perſwaded her to retire for ſome days to the Caſtle of Cale, 
which was not above two or three hundred Furlongs from Babylon, and the Princes 
her ſiſter who lov'd her dearly, and could not brook her abſence, would needs keep 
her company. I had waited upon them, if ſome imployments the King gave me 
bout that time, had not in conſideration of my honour kept me with . The 
ſtay there was to be but for a few days, and yet I was mortally afflicted at that ſepat 
tion, andthe great violences my heart ſuffered upon that occaſion, were but the owes! 
of thoſe ſtrange revolutions which hapned within a little after. Alas | when It 
member the words which that ſecret and unknown preſage made me ſpeak to Pariſe 
tis, and the grief which contrary to all ſhow of reaſon oppreſs'd me at her 
for ſo ſhort a Journy,I cannot ſufficiently admire the fore-knowledge the Gods often 
give us of our misfortunes, Theſe fair Princeſſes went from Court , but they well 

rom thence for ever ; and within a ſhort while after fell that ſhining ſtar, which did 


| already ſpread his light over the whole Earth. In brief , the fatal hower of the 


| greatneſs and beauty of the world was come, and the royal dignity was to ſuffer a 
Eclipſe in'the perſon of the greateſt King that ever was. He felt hamſelf ill fiſt , Fo 
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the houſe of Theſſa!us a Mediaz, and inthe midſt of the Feaſt among all his friends, 


' he ſent fortha loud cry on a ſudven, and ſunk down in the arms of thoſe that were | 
: about him, as it he had been ſtrucken with a mortal blow. I was one of the firſt that 
| rantohim; andasking him with others the cauſe why he cryed out;and the nature of 


his ſickneſs; Let me be carried away, (laid he) I am bat a dead man. 

Though this accident amared us all, his command was executed;and he was carried ' 
preſently from Theſſa/ws his houſe unto his own Palace; he was inſtantly viſited by 
his Phyſitians, but they could finde no fign of his diſeaſe upon his body, and though 
at the ſame time he was ſeiſed with a moſt violent Feaver, it was impoſſible to diſco- 
verthe cauſe of it ; the King ſaid that at the ſame moment he cryed out, he felt be- 
eween his ſhoulders ſomething like a ſudden ſtab with a Dagger, and that from that 
time he was tormented with an exceſſive pain. The skilfulleſt Phyſitians did all that 
was in the power vf Art and Nature for the recovery of their Prince ; but he grew 
viſibly worſe and worſe, and at laſt began to make them fear their indeavouts were ail 
invain : the moſt general opinion was that hee was poiſoned, and that belief made 
them who had him in hand ſtrive to ſtrengthen him with Antidotes, and to drive away 
the venome by the moſt Soveraign remedies. Queen Roxana fortified by the abſence 
of her rival, kept ſtill cloſe by his bedſide , and Syfgambis ſtirrd but very little 
from him ; ſome would have had Queen Statira advertiſed how he was, but the King 
abſolutely forbad it, and knowing ſhe was not well before her departure from Baby- 
lon, he was affraid that news would redouble her ſickneſs. The fourth day after he 
fell ill, the ſoldiers cryed out that their King was dead, and that out of ſome conſt. 
derations that misfortune was concealed from them. The contrary was affirmed to 
them, but they perſiſted intheir belief, and coming to the Gates of the Palace with 
cries'and tears, deſired that if their King were alive, they might have leave to ſee him; 
The King being told of their impatience, commanded the Gates to be ſet open, and 
that they ſhould be ſuffered to enter one after another ; all the Officers had that 
honour firſt, and after them the Soldiers. The ſight of their Prince drew tears from 
the moſt flinty of them, and the Aſacedonians conſidering him in that bed as in his 
grave, bewailed his loſs with moſt pitiful complaints ; the King was thereby touch- 
ed with compaſſion, and looking upon thoſe who ſtood neareſt to him weeping; com- 


fort your ſelves my friends, (ſaid he) theGods will have a care of you, and will give you 


after me, a Prince worthy to command ſuch generous Forces, 

The Kinps patience was to be admired in this ation for notwithſtanding his being 
ſo very ill , hee kept himſelf till in the ſame poſture, and ſuffered all the ſoldiers to 
come one after another to his bedſide, and to kiſs his hand which he hetd out of bed. 
When that ceremony was ended, and that only the Princes, and the moſt conſidera- 


{{ ble of the Court were left in bis Chamber, he laid himſelf a little berter at eaſe,and 
| turning towards us, We mwſt yeild, (ſaid he) ro the fate of the Aacides, from whom 
| Tam deſcended, who almoſt all dyed in the thirtieth.year of their age. | 


The next day he cauſed himſelf ro be removed to the Palace which is on the other 
fide of the Lake; bur there as well as in the other place,he was tormented with ſuch 
violent pains, and ſo weakned, that at laſt he ſaw his hower was come, and that it 
was time to forſake the Earth which in ten years he had reduced almoſt all under his 
Dominion, This aſſurance moved him to aſſemble us altogether ; we were ſo con- 
ſtantly near him, that it was not hard for him to do, and when he ſaw us about his 
bed, he embraced us all with much tenderneſſe, and pulling a ring off from his fin-) 
per he gave it to Perdiccas, commanding him to take care of his Burial, and to cauſe | 

ls body to be carried to the Temple of ?upiter Hammon, Perdiccas in the name of | 

all thereſt, ask'd him to whom he would leave his Empire z To him that is moſt wor- 
thy of it (replyed he) andy that anſwer he ſhowed the greatneſs of his courage, 
which'in the laſt moments of his life, made him preferre vertuous perſons, before 
thoſe whom nearneſs of blood, and kindred, might have made conſiderable to ano- 
ther. His brother eAvidews was living, and amongſtus;-and. Qyeen Roxana was 
with childe ; and yer theſe conſiderations hindred him not from adjudging the Uni- 
verſal command to him that beſt deſerved it. Perdiccas asked him laſt of all, when 
H h he 
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he defired to have thoſe honours given him, which are due unto the Gods, and & 
thoſe who like him , had glorioully acquired a place in the Heavens. When you (faid 
he) are all happy, andin peace. 

Theſe were th laſt words, within a while after his ſtrength failed him, and the uf 
of ſpeech forſook him with his life. 

Behold in ſhorr, what the end was of the greateſt man the Earth gver bore, an( 
of whom poſterity to the laſt ages of the world, ſhall never ſpeak but with aſtoniſh. 
ment. He remain'd cold, and unmoveable amongſt us, and his death dejeded wy 
on ſuch manner, that we all ſeem'd to have breathed out our ſouls with him, Never 
was ſo great a conſternation feen in ſo generous | ome y and the courage of ſo many 
gallant Princes, who in a thouſand dangers bad made themfelves a thoaſand 
remarkable, ſeerm'd to have taken flight with the ſpirit of Alexander. I will not d& 
fcribe the height of our affliction particularly , it ſhall ſuffice me totell you thats 
was ſuitable toour toſs, and that the Macedonians bewailed him as their God, and 
the Perſians as their lawful King, and the greateſt that ever had reigned over then, 
And im brief, you need only make a little reftexion upon the life of that potent man, 
-. to comprehend the effeRts his death produced in all thoſe that knew him. 

For mine own part, I will affure you with truth , that his loſs imprinted ſuch 1 

rief into my heart, that I was hardly to be comforted , and though I had receive 

uch uſage from him , as was enough to alienate the affeftions of the mot realow, 
the laſt teſtimonies he gave me of his love, had wiped them all foclean outof my 
memory, that there remained not the leaſt ſign of them ; and the remembrance 
that great Prince his admirable vertnes, fettled fo deep a ſorrow in my bueaſt, as fir 
ſome time I ſuſpended the thoughts of my love,to give them wholly to the conſiders 
tion of our general loſs. 

The next day we met altogether in the Palace with a generall conſent , anf 
admittingnone into our Aſſembly but the Princes, and the moſt conſiderable Con 
manders, we yo to deliberate what honours ſhould be rendred to the body of or 
King, and who ſhould be his Succeflor. Perdiccas having placed the Kings Chair it 
the midſt of the Hall, upon which was his Crown and his Arms; laid the Ring ther 
alſo which the King had given him at his death, and by the fight of that object dry 
new cries and tears from the whole company , which of a long time afforded hn 
not that ſilence he demanded. They all were willing he ſhould ſpeak firſt, and whe 
he ſaw the Aſſembly ſettled, he began his Diſcourſe with the praiſes of the deceaſel 
King, and with the revenge that was fit to be taken for his death upon thoſe Pane 
cides {if they could be difcovered) who by poiſon had ſhortned ſo brave, andh 
glorious a life. He went on with recommending thoſe hogours that were to be tw 
dred to his body, and to his memory, and ended with the care that was'to be taken 
in the cleQion of a Succeſſor worthy to poſleſle the place of our late King. To tha 
end, he mentioned Roxaxd's being with childe, and concluded it fit to wait till fave 
were delivered, that her iſſue might enjoy the Crown of its Father, Perdiccac is 
motion was feconded by fome of the company, but a great many others oppoſed i, 
and particularly Nearchns, Prolomens, and my ſelf , who knowing Roxana *s {pin, 
and her enraged jealouſie againſt Queen Statira, and the Princeſs her ſiſter, delivel 
to prevent the ftorm which threatned them in che authority of that ambitions Pet 
ceſs. Prolomers repreſented unto the Afﬀembly that the condition (of our aff 
would not permit the ſtaying for an uncertain birth , nor the Government of 1 
child who perchance would prove of a different ſex from that vvhich ought to fa 
the command over us, and then propoſed toekeR a Prince by plurality of voices , & 
mong thoſe of the blood-Royal, and toyeild the Empire to -him with an Univerka 
confent. J believe rhat his friendſhip ro me,pe him partly to give \that cout 
fel to the Aﬀembly , knowing that by nearneſs of alliance I was like'to have:;gool 
pretenfiens'toit. Prolomexs his authority procured him inſtantly the attention ofthe 
whole Company, and preſently after « Ariſton nominated Perdiceas, Alexaniers SW 
ceſſor, Some of his adherents approved that Ele&ion z but we oppoſed it ſtiffely, 
and 4ſcleager one of the boldeſt , and valianteſt Commanders in all the Army, - 
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of a faRious turbulent nature, vvas not ſatisfied vvith contradifting thoſe that voted 
it favour of Perdiccas ; but after having alledged the ihjury it vvas to other Princes; 
who vvere more conſiderable, he crowded through the preſs, and putting himſelf a- 
mong the Soldiery, began to ſtir up a ſedition. All things were going into a ſtrange 
diſorder, vvhen I bethought my ſelf of the wrong that was done to Alekanders law- 
ful heir, and rhough my own intereſts were ſufficient co have ſtoprt my mouth if I 
had been of an humbur to prefer them before juſtice; I could not ſufter them to go 
on farther; vvithout propoſing vyhat my conſcience, and the conſideration of the de- 
exaſed King enjoyned me; and addreſſing my felf to the vvhole Aſſembly ; har 
need is there, (faid 1) ro waver longer in the Eleftion of a Prince, Whom the Gods have 
left and who is tmongſt ws? Is not Aridzus, Alexahders brother, and the ſon of 
King Philip? Why will you deprive bim of the Crown, Which belongs to him by right 
and by ſucceſſion? And why will you fruſtrate him, of what Reaſon and Nytiye have 
given him ? Theſe words appealed all the tumulrt, and the Princes having digeſted 
them a little; though their intereſts made them of a differeat opinion, beliey'd 
could not vvith juſtice oppoſe ſo lawful an Eleftion. Aridews thereupon vvas call d; 
and Meleagey to ſpite Perdiccas, having guarded bim into the Hall with an armed 
Band; he vvas ſaluted King, and natned Philip by the Soldiers. Though this Ele- 
Qion appeared moſt juſt, rhe Princes vvere not very well pleas'd vvith it, and-know- 
ing there were ſach defects both in the body and mind of that Prince, as rendred him 
m a manner incapable of ſo important a charge, they deſtined it. to the ſonne that 
ſhonld be born of R»xa»a, vuben he ſhould be of a fit age and condition to execute 
i, and named Perdiccas and Leonarrs bis Guardians, ſubmitting themſelves unto the 
hew King, until ſuch time as A/exanders fon ſhould be able to hold t 3 place, ' This 
was that which gave Roxana that authority which hath proved ſo fatal ro us, and the 
conſideration of the King: her husband, -hindred me from oppoſing thoſe advantages 
which were aimed at for her ſon, | AE 
This order appeas'd the uproar fora day or two, but S_ after it broke forth 
again more ſtrongly then ever. Many Afacedonians loſt their lives in it,, and AMelea- 
go was aſſaſſinated in a Temple by the command 'of Perdiccas , who had uſurped 
reateſt authority. Theſe diſorders obliged us to aſſemble our ſelves again, and 
fot being able ts agree about the EleRtion of a Prince, we reſolved to ſhare the Ter- 
titories «Alexander had conquered, towards which-we had contributed the. beſt parc 
of our blouds, We lek King Philip ſome ſhadow of Soveraignty amongſt us, . and 
with a common conſeht divided the Provinces that were at our difpoſing,on this man- 
ner. Ptolomers had Egypr, and part of Africa; Syria, and Phenicia, fell to Lao- 
medon; Cylicia to Philotas; Lycia, Phrygia, ant Pamphilia, to Antigonus; (aria to 
Caſſanger, and Lydia to Menander z; Enmenes had Cappadecia, and Paphlagonia; Le- 
onats the leſſer Phrygia, with the Coaſt of the Helleſpont, and I for my part had 
Thracia, Pontiss , and Media; the remainder was divided among the reſt , ahout 
which 1 will not enlarge my ſelf, and Perdiccas keeping the Superigtendence of Ba- 
Yrs was contented with governing the King, and being General of all his Armies; 
aying ſtill with Roxana, in expeRation of the birth of her childe j whoſe Guar-, 
dian he was declared, retaining by that means the greateſt ſhare in the authocity by 
reaſoh of Philips weakneſs, who did nothing without him ; and who followed no 0+ 
ther counſels bur his. This order having been taken in our affairs; I left the care of, 
mine to Pro/omexs, and weht from Babylon,to pay unto Statirs what I owed' ynto © 
her aftet the greatneſs of her loſs, and unto the Princeſs her fiſter all che teſtimonies 
of affection ſhe could expe from me in the change of their affairs. Care had bin' 
uſed to conceal that misfortune from them, and it was done but with tod. much in- 
duſtry. Hete ir is, ( —_— Oroondates) that you have need of all your courage, 
and that you muſt reſolve to hearkento the fatat, bloody us our lives ; I' 
l eell-you nothing which you have not learn'd from: me already; but if this. re« 
newitig of ſorrow, produce in you the fame effects it doth in me; you will not be ex-. 
empt from*rhat perplexity which Inow am in, and which hardly leaves me ſtrength 
© finiſh this dolefu] relation, | | TT 
, H h 2 Lyſps, 
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Lyſimachus made a ſtop in this place, as to recover new Forces, and wiped a 
the tears wherewith his cheeks were already wet, while Oroondares by bis fi —_— 
ſed how ſenſible he was of that recital, and prepared himſelf to hear the lamen 
concluſion of his Diſcourſe. After ſome moments ſpent in ſilence, Lyſimachs: pro. 
ſecuted his Narration thus. I came to the Caſtle of Ca/cis, where I believ'd I ſhould 
finde the Princeſſes, but my aſtoniſhment was not to be equalled , when I ſaw the 
houſe empty, and learn'd from ſome ſervants who were left behind, that they wer 
ne away the day before, baving receiv'd Letters from the King, which call'd 
ckin haſt to Babylon. This news ſurpriſed me infinitly, and made me appre 
part of thoſe misfortunes which were befallen, I knew the King had been dead fivg 
or ſix days, and that he could not bave writ that Letter which had made them de 
ſo ſuddenly. 1 would not ſtay to talk longer where J could hear nothing more, ani 
taking horſe preſently again, I return'd with all ſpeed to Babylon, Iran inſtancly to 
Queen FStatira's Lodging, but being told ſhe was not come thicher, I went full of 
aſtoniſhment and confuſtonto Qyeen Syſigambir's, and as I went up ſtairs the bez 
ing of my heart foretold me, the Tragick adventure I ſhould meet there , and when 
I was brought into the Chamber, I was witneſsof a ſight that made me divine a 
of my-mifortunes. All Syſigembs's Maids were ſtretch'd upon the floor, . and Ut 
the room with moſt woful cries and groans, and that great Queen having her 
covered vvith a Vail, lay oo her ſelf, and with the force of her courage, reſtrain, 
ing her cries, ſhe expreſſed her ſorrow more to the life,by that morral ſilence. Hard 
by them lay a man all bloody, whom in ſpite of the trouble I was in, I knew quickly 
to be the faithful Eunuch 7yress, Notwithſtanding the ſtrange ſurpriſe this encoun- 
ter had cauſed in me, I forbore not to draw near unto the Queen, and kneeling domg 
upon one knee, I conjured her to tell the cauſe of her new afflition, to him ben 
would dieto ſerve her. She hearing my voice , lifted up her Vail a lictle, and faid 
Ah ! Lyſimachus, the whole race of Darius « exrintt, f leave the care to you ro reveny 
with ir, the memory of Alexander,and of your ſelf; 1 am aſhamed to die the laſt of dl 
wy Family; but if I have ſurvived the loſe of Darius, 7 will not out-live that « 
Alexander,end of my daughters. | : 

At theſe words ſhe covered her face again,and put her ſelf in her former poliuags 
which as I have heard fince,ſhe continued till ſhe had ended her days, Judge, I! 
feech you,vvhether her diſcourſe and ation did not touch me ſenſibly,I turn'd towal 
Tyrexs from vvhomT believed I might get a more particular knowledge of vvhat ws 
hapned, and asking it him vvith impattency, Sir, (faid he) the Gods have left wn 
thus remnant of life, to diſcover the murther of our Princeſſes , and to publiſh that hot 
ble parricide, which the darkneſs bas concealed from the whole World , and to Which th 
Suzx world bave abhorred to lend bis light. 1 defire no more ſtrength of them then Wha 
will ſerve my twru to mak this fatal relation, and then 1 ſpall without grief forſaky « 
life, which 1 cannos conſerve after the loſſe of my ng Miſtreſs. 

This Diſcourſe did fo ſurpriſe and dejeR me, that having deprived me of part « 
my ſenſes, it ſcarce left me my hearing free, to ms hr, Tyrews his words, who 
continued on this manner. 

I will notentertain you, Sir, vith the divertiſements, the Queen and the Princes 
her fiſter found at the Caſtle of Calc, vvhither the Queens indiſpoſition bad cauſel 
themto retire ; this recital vvould be but lictle imporcant, and leſſe feaſonable at ths 
time, beſides I feel my th decay ſo faſt, that it will not ſuffer me to enlarge 
ſelf upoa that ſubjeR; it vvill ſuffice if I tell you, that by the change of air,the 
had recovered her health, but by a mortal ſadneſs , vvbich ſeldom had a minures tt 
ſpite,ſhe her approaching misfortune, and hardly found any abatement « 
her ſecret griets, in the converſation of the Princeſs her ſiſter. She languiſh'd out dt 
life on that faſhion to the end, and to come to it in a few words, know that yeltt 
day an hower or two before Sun-ſet, ſhe vyas told that one of the Kings guard 
brought her a Letter from him, ſhe commanded him to be brought in,and asking 
news concerning the King, he only preſented the Letter to her, and by that action 
her . - _ omething of her diſaſter. Having open'd. it trembling, ſhe read 
yvo 


King 
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King, ALEXANDER to the Queen STA TIRA.. 


[| commanded that my ſuckneſſe ſboxld be concealed from: you, 
| ſolong as T boped for arecovery, but now that I feel the «pj» 
proaches of death, I ſhould be wery . ſorry to depart this whrld, 
without ſeeing you, and giving you-- the left farewel. ''Þ jn- 
treat you, therefore to come thitber, vr my weakneſſe ET LR 
ſuffer me to goto you, and reuſe not this left teſtimony of your of- 
feehidy, to bim who loves you more then bimſelf. ot 


| ALEXANDER. 
- Although this Letter was notwritten withe | 


he Kings own hand, irwas ſealed with 
the Signet, vvhich he vvas vvont to uſe, and the Kings ſickne(s kept che Queen from 
fſpedting any thing, She made artend of xeadinp it yvich a loud cry, and riot wa- 
vering at all abont che reſolution ſhe ſhould take, 'ſhe gave order to have dep! ari- 
ots preſencly made ready, and by her eety patience, preg the greactiefs and 
ſincerity of her affe&tion to her husband.” t was already. neat at hand, and 
ſome of her ſervants periwaded her to defer her Journey 'till che nexr day, but ſhee 
was diſpleaſed at that motion, and | 


began already to overſpread the 
wap; mh yvith the Phe \ $4 ſiſter? and ſet 


face of the Earth, ſhe got up into her V 
forward on her way,being attended by a very ſmall Train. Het impatiency to ſee the 
King,made her cauf her horſes to be driven at fucha rate, that ſhe was near Babylon in 
eſſe chen three howres; but when vve vverevvithin five or ſix Furlongs of the town, 
ve vyzreenvironed by a Troup of armed men, who haying ſurrounded the Chariot, 
©6.amanded us toretire, or they would kill us; and putting themſelves in a readincſs, 
to do as they had threatned, they ſoterrified thoſe fearful ſouls,that the fear of death, 
made chem take flight, while rhey rurn'd out ef the way with che Queen, and Prin- 
c&f- roward an houſeof Roxana's without the City. Bur I bore my Miſtces a ſtrong- 
& affe. ijon, then thoſe baſe ſervants, and I reſoly'd to follow her to the utmoſt, and 
never to forſake her but with my life , which 1 could not value out of her ſervice. - 
Theſe good Princeſſes ſeeing themſelves Captives, and alone among thoſe ſtrangers 
ſent forth moſt lamentable cries, and fearing ( with obability)ſome violence againſt 
their honours, they would have revered their deſtinies vvith their own hands, and 
had done ſo, if they had not been hindred by Crone, who alone had acconipaniied 
them, becauſe ſhe alone was in the Chariot with chem. We arrived at that houſe 
of Rexana's, which I preſently knew, and from that knowledge drew moſt fatall 
preſages ; there they made them alight, and the Commanders of rhat Troup;in ſpite 
of their criesand reſiſtance, forced them to go up a pair of ſtaits, and from thence 
enter into a room, where I had been many times before; under favour of che dark- 
nef; I gotin among the reſt, and nor loofing ſight of my Princeſſes , 1 ſaw thera led 
mothar Chamber, which we fonnd hung with black, and che wicked Roxana. in it. 
The Caprain of the Fronp having diſcovered his face, was known hkewiſe t6.be Pep- 
dccas, and theſe poor Princeffes ignorant as yet, what they were deſtined to,waited 
for the end of the Tragedy with fome apprehenſion, but with a great deal 6f conſtan- 
(. Roxanacoming up to them, Madam; ( faid ſhe to rhe Queen )- Alexander i 
dead, if you lov'd bim well, you Will not be ſorry to foliovy him ; nor # it 1#ſt this you 
yours ſhould one day diſpute for rhe Empire with the heir that ſhall be born of him; "tus 
againſt my will I conſent to your drftruttion, but [ cannot ſecure my {clf by other means. 
' The Queen was fo furpriſed with Roxana's firſt words, which intornfd "_ * - 
| usban 


238 CASSAND FA, Part II, 


husbands death, that ſhe had ſcarcely ſtrength to hearken to the reſt,much leſle to re. 
ply;nor indeed had ſhe the leiſure given her, for Perdiccas making her & her ſiſter and 
( leone go down a backNidir,led them into a little Conrt a for their execucion, 
while Koxana looked out at a window,to be witneſle of that doleful ſpetacle, How 
ſhall be able, Sir, to relate what in ſpite of the darkneſs, i ſaw with mine own eye, 
yes;*twas with mine ow eyes, ] beheld thoſe pitileſs Bucchers , facrifice thoſe 4 
vine Prigceſſes to the malice of Roxana , and preſently throw their bodies into twy 
Wells, and a great number of ſtones after them, Thele great Princeſſes receiv'd thei 
death without murmuring, bur I ſent forth cries, which quickly made me to be known 
and.cas'd thoſe executipners to turn their ſwords againſt me, and put-me into the 
condition in which-you ſee me. 

Tyrew would have proſecuted his Þiſcoutſe to fell me which way he got to Sy 
oamby's Palace, but be:was ſeized with ſuch a weakneſs, as took away his ſpeech with 
his ſtrengeh. Neither indeed was 1in a condition to hearken to. him. any longer, this 
fatal relation having left me but as much life as was neceſſary to revenge the Prince 
ſes. With that deſign I recolleRted all my Forces, and courage, and only crying out, 
Are you dead them, Pariſatiz> 1 went out of Syſgambis's Chamber,without ſpeaking 
a word more. Iranneinſtantly to Perdiccas kis houſe , fully reſolv/d to facts 
fice him firſt unto my Princeſſes ; but I heard be was gone out of the City xt 
che Gite which led towards Z es... I call'd for my Arms and an Horſe , an 
without more company, I went after him with a reſolution never to returt to 
{on,, but to pierce my. beatr with my own iword, after baving dyed it ih the bloods of 
Perdiccai and Roxana, "Some ſoldiers i knew,whom } met without the Gare, aſſured 
me they had ſeen that diſtoial, man gaſſe by alone, and that he in their preſence hal 
ſent away ten or twelve Horſemen that were of his company, to whom he had given 
ſome Commiſſion or other, T his ngws made meride after him with che greater con- 
fidence, and within a little while L met himin the place, vybere you retarded my juſt 
revenge, and where by the hindrance you gave to ſo lawful a deſign ; you urg'd mety 
an incivility, which would. have merited,no pardon, if the cauſe of it had beend 
leſſe importance ; but which neverthelefſe could not keep you from ſhowing matt 
of your ordinary genetoſiry to him that had fo little deſerv'd it,and vyho by the 
pineſſe of your encounter, hath receiv'd all the conſolation he was capable of in 
exceſs of his misfortunes. | | | 

Lyſimachus ended his Narration thys, and Oroondares vvhom the recital of thele 
laſt accidents had put into a ſtrange perplexity, at firſt only lifted up his eyes and 
hands to Heaven, and by his ations and filence , expreſs'd a ſorrow which allthe 
vvordsin the vvorld could not repreſent. But after he had continued ſo awhile, 461 
Lyſimachus, (cryed he) /er « die , fince our Princeſſes are dead; we have liv'd tn 
fore, and my ſoul burns already with impatience to follow that of my lovely Statira, - 
e made a little pauſe at thſe vvords. - then mY on of a ſudden, No, no Ly- 


ſimachus, (continued he) lee ws nor die till our Princeſſes be revenged, my Wornds can- 


not detain me longer; and Perdiccas aud Roxana, have »o Sanituaries that can ſecm ' 


them from our hands. 

Lyfimachms anſwered theſe tranſports only vvith ſome ſighs vvhich this renewing of 
his grief forced from the bottom of his heart, and Oroondares having for ſome time 
kept him company in that entertainment z and having alictle paſt over that firſt vi 
lence; Dear companion of my fortune, ({aid he, vvith a more ſettled voice) / hajt 


fonnd in your life ſo many marks of your virtue, that I am extremely ſorry } never t®. 


Jojed the happineſſe of your friendſhip rill the concluſion of my days;be wor diſpleas'd ar tht 
occaſion that gave it me ; but if you be troubled at the delay } interpoſed in your revenſt, 
believe the Gods had ordain'd it ſo,that I might not be Guſbrared of the ſame ſatisfattin, 
and 19 you 5n ſo juſt an enterpriſe, might have a companion who hath an equal inter 
With you 3n it. 

* There is no doubt (replyed Zyſmachs) but that I feel tny ſelf infinitly fortified 
* by your affiſtance, and that your conſideration alone has made me conſerve & lif 
* which nothing elſe vvas able to make me prolong ; bur it is alſo true , that my / 
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i for not having known you , till 'now that I ſee you periſh by the ſame deſtiny, will 
© moſt ſenſibly redouble thoſe ſorrows which will accompany me to my grave. Ore- 
dates vwould have made anſwer, and they were going to proſecute their ſad conver- 
ſation, when their ſervants came into the Chamber, and forced them to take a repaſt, 
which they could willingly have forborn, in the condition they were in, if the preſer- 
vation of their ſtrength had not been neceſſary , for effeRing the delign of their re- 
venge. 


The end of the Second Book. 


RAP 


ny SEN 6 » 4 "* bas Þ NN oy . Po, 
DIE VEE ROT LEST OY 
FP UILERLIIY. ak 


40 4, 4” x | 
E403; +47 GS. | | 
- y . NT's F, 1 1x : Ax 


f\J '20,' \# | 
ry 4 Ip hy,” Ay 


} 


4 
0.00 


CASSANDRA- 


wy 


B O O K IL. 


HE two Princes employed the reſt of that day in contriving what 
meanes they ſhould uſe for their revenge , and their int from 
thenceforth being inſeparable, as well by reaſon of the tie of friend- 
flnp, as of the union of their fartunes, they open'd , their hearts mu-. 
tually to one another, and refolv'd co die to , appeaſe che 
ghoſts ot chexr Princefles by the blood of their Enemies, by their own. 

For that end,they determined that in the interim while Orooxdares was recovering, 
Cleantes, Lyſmachus his Squice, ſhould go ſecretly. to Babylon, where he ſhould in- 
form himſelf under hand, concerning the eftate both of their enernies , and alſo of 
theirfriends, eſpecially of Pralamexs, who :but'ai few days before, had a body of 
an Army, and in whoſe affiftance Lyſrmachws had grounded part of his hopes. Cte- 
antes departed with this charge, and the Princes. remained in their ordinary enter- 
tainment. 

The next day Qroondarer by the Chirurgians permiſſion, left his bed , and began 
to walkup and down his Chamber. Lyfrawachne was gone out betimes inthe ng, 
accordingto his cuftome, to converſ with his forcowful theughts in the Wood wh 
be had deſtined to that employment. They led him co che bank of the Emphrares, 
where lying down, he mingled ſome of histears with the waters of the River,, and 
teplored his fate in words very ſuitable to the condition of his fortune. Hee was 
(reply buried in a melancholy ſtudy, when he was put befideit by the noile of .cer- 
tun Horſes which ſeemed to come toward him ; he ſate upright, andturning his 
head to that fide whence he had heard chem coming, ſaw three men on Horſeback, 
#hereof one compleatly armed, and bravely mounted , appeared to be the Maſtor 
of two Squires, that attended him. 5% 

They had left the great Road, to draw neat unto the River, and when they were 
upon the bank, alittle below Lyſmachus , the Stranger alighting took one of his 

. Squires 
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ſquires with him, and leaving the horſes with the other, while he watred them, ſought 
a place fitto reſt him ſelfe after the wearyſomneſle of his journey , and leaning upon 
his ſquire came to lie down hard by Lyſmachw , but where by reaſon of the buſbes 
he could not diſcover him. 

Though Lyſimachw was little concerned inothers fortunes, and little moved ata 
other conſiderations fave thoſe of his own: miſhaps, he could not forbeare lookin 


.upon that ſtranger, who was of a very faire ſtature, and whoſe armes were very rich, 


SC. 


his Cuiraſſe ſeem'd to be of ſilver damask*d with gold, and the caske of the ſame mat- 
ter, and of the ſame work was covered witha plume of black , and white feathers 
which waved negligently upon his ſhoulders. Ly{mach loſt ſight of him as he lay 
down, but in requitall he could heare what he ſaid without being perceived, and lend- 
ing his care with ſome attention, heard thar after two, or three violent ſighs he ſpoak 
thus unto his ſquire. / abſolutely forbid theeever to take mp the defence of that tray- 
rour any more his infidelity can never be juſtified,and that aijloyall Scythian, ozght never 
ro bope for any thing but death, for a reward of bis perfidiouſneſſe : and*tis only to give 
it him, that 1 will ſeek. him ſo long as I live ; 1 will returne into Scythia, Whither ple 
he ts already retired, to ſtab him with athouſand blows in the midſt of all bus freinds, and 
give an examplary PIET a treachery without example. The ſtranger accon- 
panied theſe words with deep ſ1ghes, an his ſquire ſeeing he had don ſpeazing. * The 
© Gods forbid ( ſaid he) that ever I ſhould oppoſe your anger,or undertake to juſtife 
* Orontes , Who is apparently guilty of a moſt horrible ingratitude ; but how do wee 
* know whither he be in a condition to your threates, and whither death hay 
© noc already ſtolne him from your revenge? eh ! freind ( replyed the ſtran- 
ger ) zf Orontes be dead, I will quickfy follow him ; but if he be yet alive, he ſhall dit 
for the expiation of his ingratitmae ; I eaſily incline to that beleife , nor _ I to hav 
hoped for other uſage from a Scythian, though he be a Princegand that bis birth ought n 
have exempted him from part of the inhumanity of his county, after ſuch obligations a 
he hath to me, and ſuch uſage #s I have rereiv'd from him , nothing but his death cas 
Satisfie me ; 7 will therefore diſpatch him if he be alive, and this ſame hand which for hi 
ſake 7 had deſtined to another uſe , ſhall free the earth from that monſter of infidelity, 
Lyſimachus whom the name of Oroxtes had made attentive, hearkend to this diſco 
with more intereſt, then he had taken in it at firſt, and finding by the purſuit of it 
what-an illdeſigne the ſtranger had'apainſt Orontes Prince of Scithia, he beleev'd his 
threats could be adrefſed to none bur his freind, who was Prince of Scirhia, and who 
had paſld his timein forraign Countries under the name of Orontes. This beleife, 
kept him from hearkning longer to the talke of his enemies, and not being able to 
ſuffer him to be tbreatned, and injured in his preſence, in whom of all men living he 
had found the greateſt vertue, and to whom hehad vowed the greateſt freindſhip: 
He aroſe ſuddenly from his place ; not regarding what noyſe he made, and adyat- 
cing toward them he ſhowed himſelfe, and made them ſee he had heard all their di. 
courſe, The ſtranger ſurpriſd ar his coming, and diſpleas'd to have been overheard, 
and interrupted, ſtartup, and putting the beaver of his caske halfe way down, which 
before was up, he gave not Ly/machws leyſure to quarcell with him , but preventing 


| him withan angry voice ; Whoſcever thos art (ſaid he.) rhox ſhoweſt thy ſelfe indiſcret 


r0 interrupt thoſe that call thee not to their converſation. Lyſimachus who ſaw himlelfe 
prevented in hus intentions, and who came not to make excuſes replied,briskly, *© The 
© converſation J have interrupted, concern'd me too much to ſuffer the continuance 
*of it; and I heard thee injure and threaten a man the ſight of whom would make 
* thee tremble, and to whom J am too much a freind to pardon the wrong thou doeſt 
*him. The Stranper at theſe words ſtepping back, and lifting up his eyes to heaven, 
cried out, O Gods ! ſhall F be ſo fortunate as to find a man that takes the part of that tray- 
tour, and againſt whom } may diſcharge part of my juſt indignation from which you hide 
him ? 7f thox.wilt havebur a minutes patience (ſaid Lyſimachmn ) «tt give thee that 
ſatisfattion, 1 have armes and horſes hard by here, and though perhaps my ſword alom 
Were ſufficent to defend my freinds intereſts, thy choyce of ſo conſiderable an enemy , maki! 
me beleeve rhee roo conrageons,to takg the advantage thou haſt. The ſtranger 'enflam 
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with anger, and making his fury ſparkle through the ſight of his helmet, * Go thy 
« way (laid he) Go fetch a borſe, and armes preſently , I am content to delay thy 
« death ſo long, but ſee thou come backe again, unleſſe thou wilt put meto the trouble 
«© of ſeeking thee,and give me cauſe to publiſh,thatall Orontes his freinds are as baſe as 
© he himſelfe. Ly/omachus ſtaid not to anſwere, but returning a pace unto the houſe, he 
went in at the door which led out of the wood into the garden: He paſſed through it, 
and went up into his chamber , where finding one of his fervants, he call'd for his 
armes, and commanded a horſe to be madeready. He was obeyd without reply, and - 
putting on the ſame blacke armes he wore when he fought with Perdiccas, he went 
down to the ſtable, and vaulting lightly on horsback he bad one of his ſervants follow 
him, and tooke his way toward the place where he was expected , giving his ws 
order to tell 0r00xdare- if he aſked for him, that he would be back again preſently , 
and that a buſineſle of importance obliged him to leave him for ſome few moments. 
He gallopt away toward the river, and within a very little while came up to the ſtran- 
who.wayted for him with an impatienceas preat as his. No ſooner did he fee 
im, but inſtantly he got upon his horſe, and taking a litle carreere to quickeri him, 
he appeared to haveſo good a ſeate, and to be, ſo firme in his ſaddle, that Lyj- ' 
machu conceived an exceeding high opinion' gf -him. The ſtranger having ſtopt 
bis horſe, drew neare him with a gentle pace, and without uſing any other civility ; 
1 find thee couragions enough (ſaid Fe ) for the fteind.of a traytour , but ſince thou haſt 
wndertaken it, reſolve to pay for him, and to waſh aWay his infidelity with thy blond. Theſe 
words rays'd Lyſimach his choller to the higheſt degree, yet made he no reply ; but 
having looked on him with eyes that ſparkled with fury, he turn'd about his horſe, 
and taking a dart from the hand of his ſervant thag had followed him, while the ſtran- 
ger did the like, he trotted off a little to make his carreere; when hey had taken a rea- 
ſonable ſpace for it, they faced about, and ſetting, ſpures to their horſes , ran at one a- 
nother with an impetuouſneſſe which can be compared to nothing but that of thunderz 
the ſhocke was wonderfull furious, and their javelings being broken to ſhivers even 
within their very gauntlets, without ſhaking them, they ruſh'd againſt each other with 
their bodies, and ſhields fo forcible that their horſes roo weake to ſuſtain ſo potent an 
encounter, fell backwards, and caſt their Maſters-both upon the ſand. They got 
up again with a great deal of nimbleneſle, and drawing their ſwords came cloſe toge- 
ther ina moment, and laid on ſuch weighty blowes, that their mutuall knowledge of 
one anothers ſtrength made them fight with more circumſpeAneſſe and neglet no- 
thing againſt ſuch redoubled enemies. This refle&ion ſav'd them a great deal of 
bloud, and having fought almoſt an hower without being able to draw any on either 
ſide, the ſtranger ro whom that tediouſneſſe ſeem'd inſupportable, forgot his fencing, 
and throwing his ſheild hehind his back, he took his ſword in both hands, and ſtruck 
ſuch a heavy blow, upon Lyſimachms his head, that he was aſtonied with it, and ree- 
led backward two or three ſteps. The ſtranger proud with that good ſucceſle, preſſes 
his enemy, and thinking to beat him down with a-ſecond blow, only fetch'd him a- 
gain out of his aſtoniſhment, and not being any longer defended by his ſhield re- 
ceiv'd a thruſt which paſſing between the mails of his {leeve, wounded him in the 
right arme. The heat of the fight kept him from feeling the pain of his hurt ar 
firſt, but within a while after, loſfe of bloud ſo weaken'd his arme, that he had fcarce- 
ly ſtrength to hold his ſword, and without the help of the left hand he was no longer 
able to make uſe of it. Lyſimachus perceiv'd it by the feebleneſſe of his blows, and 
by the bloud he ſaw run down upon his arms, and though that ſtranger's pride , had 
rais*d his anger to the extremity, yet could he not forget his naturall generoſity ; and 
returing a little ; Thos arr no longer ina condition (laid he) torevenge thoſe wrongs up- 
} on me, which thou haſt receiv'd from the Prince of Scythiazour Combat ſhall end here if 
de tho Wilt, but after this tryak I have had of thee , I Would not connſell thee to meaſure 
at thy forces With his, which are above mine Wwithont compariſon, The ſtranger whom 
the {ight of his bloud had kindled with fury , and who beleev'd himſelfe mjured by 
Lyſmachus his words, anſwered only with a great ſtroke, which glancing upon the 
ed fide of his cask gave him a light wound upon the ſhoulder, and feconding it with 
Ii many 
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many others, made him quickly know, he vvas not capable of hearkening to what he 
faid, nor of thanking him for his offers, and advice: Lyſimachw then loſt all the con. 
fideration he had ot him, and ſtriking him a back blow under his chin cut aſſander 
the ſtraps of his headpiece, which fell upon the ground, leaving his head naked, and 
diſarmed. 
Lyſimachw had lift up his arm again, when looking upon his enemies head, he ſay 
a faire, long hair, which forcing certain knots , and fillers wherewith it! was ill tied 
up, inſtantly covered his ſhoulders, and part of his _ , and conſidering his face 
more heedfully, heat laſt perceiv'd it was a woman, and one of the faireſt in thy 
world, againſt whom he had fought with ſo much animoſiry. While he was begin. 
ing to repent himſelfe, and let fall the point of his ſword, ſtepping back a lirrle, that 
Warlikedame, to whoſe cheekes ſhame and anger had given a collour which & 
creas'd her beauty, flew at him more fiercely then before, and thraſting her ſword at 
his very eyes, with a threatning cry , Fly nor, (ſaid ſhe) neither be aſhamed to ham 
uſd thy armes againſt a Woman, Who hath often died the feilds , in the bloud of ſuth at 
thon art ; 1 am not ſo weake, that thou ſhould'ſt need to deſpiſe me ; and there 1 mm 
honowr to be Wonne with me, then thou thinkeſt for. Shee accompanied theſe worth 
with a ſtorme of blowes, and etirage@ by the contempt ſhe thought Zyſmachin ſhoy- 
ed of her , ran upon him withſo muth fury, and ſo little caution, that he was often 
affraid ſhee would give herſelfe a death with thoſe armes which he no more would 
turne againſt her ; he retired ſtill-warding her blowes, which che wound in her am 
allready made bur fairit ones, and when he ſaw he was out of their reach, and thatthe 
faire Amazone was forced to give him ſomereſpite, tothe end ſhee might take breath, 
Madam (ſaid he) I will rather turn the point of my ſword againſt my own heart ; tha 
make uſe of it againſt you, I'hnow roo well What us ane to your ſexe , and to your beany, 
and 1 ſhould be glad if I conld with a goed part of my own blond , repaire the loſſe of tha 
Which my ſacrilegions hands have draVon from your fair body ; if thus ſatisfattion conten 
ou not, pierce this breſt which 7 offer to you, 1 will take off my cuiraſſe,that you may th 
more eaſily , doe it, andin the ſad eſtate of my fortune which makes me wiſh for death, 1 
cannot hope for a more glorious one then that 1 ſhall receive from ſo faire a hand, Hoy 
exceſſive ſoever the anger of this valiant Lady was, ſhecould not but abate part if 
it, at ſo great reparations, and ſo profound ſubmiſſions ; and beholding Lyſmachs, 
with eyes wherein even through the rage that enflamed them, one might obſerve ſone 
gentleneſle ; © Icannot (ſaid ſhee) gheſle at the cauſe ne thou ſlighteſt me thus; 
thou haſt not yet had ſo much advantage over me, as to find reaſon to contema me, 
I will never pretend to any greater (replied Lyſimachus ) then the occaſions of ſerving 
Jon, and you are armed ſo many ſeveral wayes to conquer men, that the vittory Will alway: 
be yours infallibly. * deſire none (anſwered the eAmazore) but what I can winne 
*with the point of my ſword, and thoughI bea woman , my profeſſion is to fight 
* with men; nor have I gained fo little regutation in that excerciſe , that you ſhook 
* need to be aſhamed of our Combat: it ſhall end here ſigce you will have it ſo, and 
*thatitwould be ignoble in me to perſiſt in it, but I could wiſh alſo you would quit 
© the intereſts of a traytour, who never deſerved the affeftion of ſo vertuous a perſon 
* as your ſelfe, Theſe words were enough to have renewed the quarrell if a man had 
ſpoken them ; but Lyſfmachus who had not been able to endure them from one of # 
nother ſexe and who would have taken up the defence of his friend againſt the molt 
valiant living, thought fir to combat the reſentments of a woman with mildneſſe, and 
was content with anſwering thus, as he put up his ſword. 7 kyow not what injury 10 
can have receiv'd from him, Whos really the moſt generous and the moſt reſpeBtive to Li- 
dies of all the men in the world ; [ have ever ſeen him moſt averſe from ſuch crimes # 
thoſe you taxe him with, and in the recitall which has been made me of his life , I did-nt 
heare that ever he had any buſineſſe with you ; but if he be ſo unfortunate as t0 
have offended you, 1 will engage my ſelfe that he ſhall give you all the ſatisfaftion you can 
defire of him, For that } eff my word to you, and in the mean time, Madam, be pleaſed 
to accept the offer make you of a place hard by, Where your Wounds may be areſſed ; | 
have ſervants there Who are skillf mll in that art, you may be there more privately , 4 
alſo 
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| alſo more conveniently then at Babylon, and in that place it us you ſhall receive all man« 
mr of duty and ſubmiſſion from Orontes. | | 
Atthele words the Ladies countenance was dyed with a colour, _ Lyſimachid 
knew not vvhether he ſhould attribute to joy, ar anger. And after having wavered a 
kong time in the conſideration of what anſwer ſhe ſhould return.* 1 believe,Orontes,ſo 
« far from hence, (ſaid ſheJand fo different from what you report of him,that I know 
* not what ſatisfaftion you can make him give me ; but yer your offers are ſo-civil, 
«that I cannot refuſe them ; and ſince you deſire to bave it ſo, I will go along with 
* you to get remedy for the wound I have received from you... 
; Saying thus, ſhe put forth her hand to him, and calling her Squires, ſhe leaned 
| upon the arm of Hyppolira, the perſon with whom ſhe had talked ; and who alſo 
was a woman, and went with Ly{machus roo toward the houſ; it was. ſo near, - that 
| they got not on Horſeback, and Lyſimachas ſending his ſervant who had been ſpe- 
| ' ator of the Combat, before to prepare a Chamber, led her thither ſoftly by the 
| Garden Gate They found Po/emon there, who was come out to meet them, and 
| to uſe the civilities he was obliged to in his houſe ; his wife caried the fair eAma- 
| zone to her Chamber, and offered her all the ſervice ſhe could expeR from thoſe of 
ber own ſex. While the women undreſs'd her to put her to bed , Lyſimachns with- 
| drawing out of reſpe&t, werit into Oroondates his Chamber: That was the firſt day 
he had left his bed {ince his wound, and Lyſcmachys giving bim an exact accompt of 
all that had hapned, ſurpriſed him with a marvellous aſtoniſhment. | 
After having lent him a very quiet attention ; / finde (faid he) rWwo things in this 
adventure very remarkable, Lyſimachus his friendſhip, and this womans hatre4; I be= 
| lieve I have deſerved neither of them, and 4s I never obliged Lylamachus ſo mach as r6 
afford me a bare good will, ſo likewiſe I doe not think, that ever 7 by. any of my altion! 
| gave this Woman cauſe to hate me ; theſe are the effetts of chance, which blindly ſends 
| us both good and evil fortune; but ſince after having ſo generouſly defended my | 5200 
| you have alſoengaged your ſelf for me, 1 will free you from that obligation , and if this 
| fair Lady be capable of recerving a reparation for thoſe wrongs ſhe prerends } have done 
| ber, 7 will giveit her ſo fully, To o# ſhall have nothing more to deſire for the diſ=enga- 
ging of your word. ? will go into = Chamber-With you, aſſoon as ſhe is in a condition 10 
receive our viſit, and } will ſubmit my ſelf to ſuffer whatſoever her re/enrment ſhall 
enjoyn me. | 
While they diſcourſed on this manner ; Lyſmachns his Chirurgian waited upon 
the Amazone Lady, and having ſearch'd her wound , he found there was neither 
| nerve norartery touch'd, and though her arm was runquite through, he promiſed 
\ her a ſpeedy cure. After he had applied the firſt remedies, he went to the Princes, 
and having given them an account how ſhe was, he look'd upon Lyſmachs his hurt, 
who already bad put off his arms; he found it fo Qlight a one, chat he thought he 
ſhould not need to keep his bed, nor his chamber above two days; when he bad 
drely'd it, they ſent him back to the Lady to know whether it- would not be incom- 
modious for her to be viſited. She received the Meſſage very civilly, and having told 
eAmintas (he ſhould be extreamly well pleaſed to ſee his Maſter, he no ſooner heard 
it; but he went into her Chamber with 0r-00ndares ; ſhe gave them a receprion full of 
civility, and commanding Hyppolita, to ſet Chairs by her bedfide,they fate down and 
preſently the Lady having thank*d Lyſimachns for his care of her, turn'd her eyes up- 
on Orooxdates, who in moſt civil tearms expreſs'd his trouble for her wound, and ha- 
ving anſwered his firſt words exceeding courteouſly; ſhe look'd very intentively up- 
on him. His wound had taken off ſomething of that lively colour, which was wont 
to increaſe the luſtre of his natural handſomneſs,and his ſ6rrows had in great meaſure 
| abated ir, yet he had features ſtill left, accompanied with fo great Majeſty, that ſhe 
| conſidered him not without admiration. 
| While ſhe was in the ſame aſtoniſhment at the gracefull preſence of thoſe two 
Princes, that they were in at her excellent beauty, Lyſimachns ſpoke thus unto her; 
| cannot expreſſe, Madam, the trouble ? receive, is ſeeing you reduced to this condition,by 
im, who of all the men in the world, Will while he lives be moſt unwilling to offend HT J 
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buy theſt are the fruits of the profeſſion you follow, and as you have extrean great ad. 
Vantages above all the reſt of your ſex, ſo are you likeWiſe ſmbjelI to thoſe accidents, from 
which they commonly are exempted ; © the moſt ſenſible grief for it ought ro be mine,whoſe 
prophane hands have born arms againſt a perſon totally divine ; and dowbtleſſe it Will be 
re od, if after the promiſe 7 have made you, 7 fhonld not cmmribate whatſorvex 
you could defire, for fatisfattion; 7 have found the Prince whom you complain of, 
moſt readily Wbeſit ns ſubmit himſelf to any you can wiſh, and "tis for that end f 
have bronght him into your Chamber. | | 

© Into my Chamber, (cryed the Lady interrupting him) and where is he? With 
theſe work ſhe threw the curtain of her bed quite open, and _ no body elſe in 
the Chamber, ſhe looked apon Lyſsmachns, with an eye that accuſed him of deceiph 
and inhumanity, and which obliged him to continue ; Ter, Madam, be is in your 
Chamber, and in your preſence ; Tow ſee before you, (added he, ſhowing her Oroonde. 
res) tht Prince of Scythia whom you accuſe of infidelity ; and if your reſentment ag ain 
hinsbe #4 great as you have teſtified, 7 wonder you have been [0 long before you kyew bin. 

Lyſmachns holding his peace at theſe words, Oroondates began to ſpeak, and while 
the Lady look'd earneſtly upon him, © If I be ſo unfortunate, Madam, (ſaid he) y 
* to have offended you, I will give my life for the expiation of my faults, the Gods 
* are my witneſſes, I never had ſuch an intention, and that I am ignorant of the re 

'* ſong you have to complain of me;, but be they vyhat they can, you ſhall find ne 
* moſt ready to give you ſatisfation,: and to dif-engage my friend of the word he hy 
*givers you for me. 

Oroondates having faid thus, remained ſilent, and the fair Stranger drawing a ſigh 
from the bottome of her heart, conſidered him awhile without replying, and then 
a ſudden turning toward Lyſimachus, and beholding him with a diſconrented eye, | 
always donbted (aid ſhe) that you knew not my Traitor, fince you were ſo forward tom 
brace his intereſts, With theſe words ſhe turr'd her head on the other fide, and ha 
ving continued a long time ſilent, in the conſtraint ſhe ſuffered ro force back ſome 
fighs that would have burſt forth, whether ſhe would or no ; ſhe art laſt, lift up be 
eyes to Heaven, and joining her hands upon her breaſt: © Fortune ( cryed ſhe ) } 
ask, thee pardon, 7 Was to blame to roncerve any glimpſe of hope , and 1 o::ght ro ham 
known thee better, after ſo long a time as thou bet perſecuted me. 

When ſhe had ſaid ſo, ſhe ſettled her ſelf a little, and looking m heedfully upen 
Oroondares, It is true, Sir, (purſued ſhe) chat you never offended me, but it is true all, 
that you are not Orontes, at leaſt northat Orontes, whom I complain of, and whom | 
accuſe of infidelity. *I confeſs, (replyed the Prince) that Oronres is not my true name, 
* but *ris that under which I have pats'd- part of my years,and which I have ever bom 
* in Forain Countries. Beſides I am a Scythian,and a Prince as he whom you accuſe, 
* and I know very well that Scythia hath-now no other Prince who is called Orontee. 

The Lady having hearkned to him patiently ; And what is become then (faid ſhe) 
of Orontes, Prince of the Maſlagetes,aud Nephew tothe King of Scythia ? * It is true, 
* (anſwered Oroondates ) the Maſſagetes had heretofore a Prince of that name , who 
© was very dear to me, both by a of his merit, and of the near alliance between 
© us,vve vvere of the ſame age,and were bred up togerher, but impartial death robb' 
* us of him, juſt when he vvas grown marvellouſly hopeful to all his friends. 

* The fair Stranger gave ear tothis diſcourſe vvith trembling , and not bing able to 

ſufferthe continuance of it without interruption And about what time, Sir, (ſaid tht 

much troubled) dyed that Prince Whom you knew ? **Tis eight, or ten years, ( re- 
(7 > > Oroondates) ſince he was drownedin the eAraxs, by the breaking of a bri 

* of Boats, which involv'd part of our Army in his loſſe. The Ladies Be at 
words came to its former colour, and expreſſing a little more tranquillity, then had 
appeared in it a few minutes before; Would it had pleas'd the Gods. (ſaid ſhe, with 
a great ſigh) that the fairbleſſe Orontes had dyed then really, as he did in the opinion of 
every body, my ſoul perhaps wonld yet be in its firſt repoſe , and perchance I ſhould wt 
now be the moſt unfortunate Princeſſe in rhe world. Without doubt , (continued ſhe 
turning tO Orcondates) you muſt needs be Prince Oroondates, Son to the King of = 
thia, 
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thia, 1 have heard from Oromees, that he was bred np with you, and your comntenance 
aaſely per ſWades me to believe all be told me to your advantage. | 

Oroondatres caſting down his eyes through modeſty ws; refpe&t, © Iam indeed(faid 
0 * that nnforcunate Prince of whom yu ſpeak, and though hitherto I have con- 
© fels'd it but to very few perſons, you ſhall ever be one of thoſe, for whom I will 
© have parnicefar conſiderations. 1 am aſhamed to own him for my kinfman, whom 
© you accuſe'of 'infidelity, and by whom you have been injured, but how faichlefſe 
c Lever he be, it 1s true, that that Oronres whom you complain of, is ſon to the Prin- 
© ceſſe Themuria the King my Fathers ſiſter ; 1 know not whether he be ſtill alive ; bur 
*notwithſtanding his nearneſs to me, I ſhall be one of the firſt to conderant him, and 
<dechare my ſelf againſt him, if he be capable of infideliry toward you. | 
+ The fair Amazoreanſwered theſe words with a great deal of civility , and aking 
kim pardon for the errors ſhe had commirred before his _u_y was known to her, 
the learn'd from him alſo the name of Lyſmachus, That knowledge comforted her 
inthe diſadvantage ſhe had in the combat with him, and by moſt obliging words te- 
Kifying her eſteeni of his valour ; Jf you be that Lyſimachus (ſaid he) who was al- 
; ways ſo near to Alexander the Great, u it poſſible that the face of Thaleftris ſhould be 
| #nkno\vn to yow, and that you ſhould not remember you had ſeen me upon the Frontiers 
; of Hyrcania, i» an Equipage remarkable exongh to have preſerv'd ſome memory of it ! 
| Lyſimach ſhowing a great aſtoniſhment atthefe words, * What, Madam, (aid he) 
are you then that great Queen of the Amazones, who came to'meet Alexaxdernpon 
©the confines of Hyrcania, with ſo ſtately a Train, and to whom the King ſhelved 
f reſpe&s worthy of the birth, and vertue of ſo great and fo generous a Princeſs ? 7 
aw the ſame Thaleſtris, (anſwered the y hoes, om vifired the Conre of Alexander, 
for conſiderations very different from thoſe, to Which perhaps ſome attributed ny Journey. 

*I was at that time (replyed Lyſimachw) gone upon an Expedition, where the 
*King had ſent me with Craterme, and Prolomers, but when I came back tro Court, it 
b was yet full of the fame you had leftin it, nor did any body talk there of the fair 
*Queen of the eFmazores, as other then a wonder that had fill'd our Army with a- 
*ſtoniſhment. The fair Queen made anſwer with a great deal of modeſty, and their 
converſation would have laſted longer; if Aminras had not deſired the two Princes 
to ler the Queen take herreſt the remainder of that day, and not to engage her lon- 

in diſcourſe which might be hurtful ro her. The Princes obeyed, and having ta- 
Bo their leave of her,retired into Oroondates his Chamber. 

Though Pelenzon their Landlord lived plainly , and out of the confuſion of the 
Court, yer was he of one of the Families in Baby/on,very rich for a man of his quali- 
ty,and the houſe whither he was then retired,one of the faireſt, and of the beſt receit 
any where near the City ; this made the abode of the Princes the more commodious, 
and they were lodped there very bandſomely , and with room enough. Scatce had 
they dined when ( /eantes Lyſrmachus his Squire, return'd from Babylon, whither his 
Maſter had ſent him che day before. They preſently enquired after the ſucceſs of his 
Journey,and ( leantes to give them account in a few words. The face of affairs(faid 

he) is not much altered ſince your being here; Roxana is till abſolute in Bebytor, 
*by the ſubmiſſion of Pexceſtas, who is at the devotion of her and of Perdiceas, who 
©1s now almoſt quite recovered of his wounds. They have uſurped ſo Soveraign an 
* Authority , that nothing is done but by their ceders, eſpecially ſince the greater 
* part of the Princes retired into the Territories that are fallen to their ſhare. Ari» 
' road is already gone towards Lycia, and Pamphilia ; Emmenes into Cappadotia ; 
* Leonarus to the leſſer Phrygia ; C « "py is upon his way into Caria ; Laomedorin- 
*to Syria; and Menander into Lydia ; Ptelomews concerning whom I infortned my 
*felf moſt, and from whom I learn'd what was become of rhe reſt, would nor tic 
without hearing of you ; I found him, Sir, (continued he, addreſſing himfelF to 
* Lyſmachns) incamped with an Army two hundred Furlongs on the other (ide of 
"Babylon ; and if 1 had not told him where you were, he was coming back with his 
*Forces to make Prydiccas give an account of you , upon the report of your having 
* fought with. him, I am not able to tell you how vvelcome I was to him, nor _ 

* muc 
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© much he participates in your ſorrows; he would have come hither with me, but 
*that I aſſured him you would be with him wc ſhortly, and I prayed him to ſtay 
* with the Army, to preſerve a power which woul perhaps be neceſſary for you. He 
* yeilded co my intreaty with much ado,and commanded me to bid you be confident he 
* would be ever ready to give you all the proofs you can deſire trom his friendſhip, 

Cleantes having to this diſcourſe added many particularities of his ſhort Journey, 
and anſwered many queſtions Lyſimachns asked him ; the Princes began to delibe- 
rate what they ſhould do, and after long conſultation of the means they ought to 
uſe for their deſign, they agreed that in the interim while Oroondares were perfettly cy, 
red, Lyſimachns ſhould 0 up to Prolomers,and with him arm all his friends, to take 2 
ſolemn revenge for the death of their Princeſſes ; He had a great many whom he be» 
lievd he could eaſily difpoſe to his intention, and Perdiccas and Roxana ſtood tog 
_y upon their guard, to be ſurpriſed and PoE for their crime any other way; 
then by open force; and to ſay truth, (added Lyſmachm) the death of thoſe twg 
perſons would not ſuffice alone for the reparation of our loſſes ; whole Armies ought 
to periſh for the expiation of their guilt, and it ought to be waſh'd with the blood of 
their whole faction. We muſt drown all Zabylor vvith it, and offer a ſacrifice to our 
Princeſſes, that may be yvorthy of them ; 1 vvill join all the vertuous Princes that are 
among Alexanders ſucceſſors unto our party, and our confederacy ſhall be ſo ſtrong, 
that the T raitors ſhall infallibly be overwhelmed. Oroondates approved Lyſimach 
his thoughts, and conſented to his departure the next day , though his Chirurgion 
—_—_ him to ſtay a day or two longer by reaſon of his wound, which might be 
ſomething incommodious to him ; but Ly/imachus was too impatient to hearkento 
his advice, and Prolomens was too near him to defer ſo ſmall a Journey longer, When 
they had fully reſold it, they ſpent the reſt of the day in their ordinary converſati 
on, and the next morning no ſooner did the Sun appear, but Lyſimachus was up,ant 
called for his arms. Oroondares aroſe aſloon as he, and notwichſtanding all «Amine 
eas his perſwaſions, would needs go down, and accompany Lyſemachw to the Gate; 


1 could do no more ( ſaid he) if my life were dear to me, then take ſuch care for its pre 


ervation. 
F With theſe words he went forth, and reſting himſelf upon a ſtaffe, and upon a4. 
raxes his arm, he waited upon Lyſmachs down the ſtairs, The Horſes ſtood my 
in the Court, and Lyſmachs taking onely (leantes with him, left the reſt of his Ot- 
ficers to ſerve Oroondares, and the Amazone Queen. Lyſimachus had taken his leave 
of her the night before, and had aſſured her he would return again within a weekat 
the fartheſt ; he pave the ſame promiſe to the Prince of Scythia , who burning with 
impatience to accompany him, and bidding him farewell with tears: Go,Lyſimachus, 
(aid he) godear brother of my misfortunes, labour for our common repoſe, and leave me 
not long unprofitable; though 1 can ſerve you but as a ſingle man, I will ſerve you as on 
that is moſt highly and ad concerned. 
© I prefer your aſſiſtance (anſwered Lyſimachw)before the help of all the world 
* I ſhall march more boldly with you,then if I were invironed by all the Troups whi 
© heretofore accompanied Dari. After ſome other diſcourſe full of afte&ion , of 
proteſtations of friendſhip, and of an inſeparable union in their intereſts, Ly/ms 
echws got on horſeback, and taking his my roward Pro/omens his Camp, left Oroonde 
ces ſenſibly grieved at his departure, bur having an exceeding firm courage, he com 
forted himſelf with the hope of his ſpeedy return, and the neceſſity of that ſepars 
tion, 

He vvould not go up again into his Chamber, and although eLraxer preſs'd himto 
it very earneſtly, he negleed his entreaties, and feeling he had ſtrength enoughto 
walk, he vvent into the Garden,and viſited the pleaſant Allies, which till then he had 
not ſeen. Araxes helped him in his walk , ws the Prince having with his afli 
taken a turn or two,in the Garden, vvent out atthe little Gate which led into tl 
Woad. Having a while conſidered the fair ſpread Trees, the Rocks over-grown 
with moſſe, and the many little ſtreams which rolled along upon the gravel with a 
very pleaſing murmure ; What a delightful place is this, Araxes, (ſaid be) for one py: 9, 

£0naewn 


= = 2n £0 =& I = &o— myo om 


OY OOTY 


ka — w- —_— NY © —_—_ "_ 


SB Ss S TP T T TT cy 7 Ws 


$53" 
- = 


#) 


£108 


Book IIT. CASSANDRA 247 


condition, 1 dedicare a good part of my time to be ſpent in ir, and dir #ot Wonder if Lyli- 
machus fownd conuſolarion here, 


Having ſaid thus, he took a beaten path,and following it ſoftly,came to the ſide of a 


' fountain, which vvas very beautiful for one that vvas beholding to none but nature; he 


fate down on the bank of it, upon .4r4xes his Mantle, and caſt his eyes upon a Brook, 


/ which taking its ſource from thencegempried it felf about two hundred pares off into 


the Ewphrazes, While he was in his deepeſt muſe, he thought he heard ſome perſons 
talking hard by him, and having his imagination ſtill prepoſſeſs'd with the remem- 
brance of Sratira, and the viſion he had ſeen a few days before being (till preſent to 
his memory , he believ'd he heard ſomething of the tone of her voice, and of the 
Princeſs her (iſters ; he rouz'd himſelf in a ſtart, and lending an ear vvith more at- 
cention. Didſt thou hear nothing ? ſaid he to Ayaxer, who vas by him in a ſthdy ; 
* No, Sir, anſwered ez Araxes. Ah! Without donbr ( replyed the Prince) 7 deceived 
my /elf, and only my wounded fancy brought this ſound wnto my ears. 

He was confirm'd in that conceipt, when he could hear no more noiſe, and letting 
himſelf looſe to the conſideration of his misfortunes, he continued near an hokvet in 
an entertainment ſuitable to his preſent eſtate: in the end he grew weary of ſitting 
there,and riſing up vvith eraxes, he vvent on farther into the Wood, and following 
the courſe of the Brook, he came inſenſibly to the place, vvhere Lyſmachns a fey days 
before had found the names of (aſſandra, and Exridice,engraven upon the Rocks and 
Trees. Oroon4ates had been told that adventure, by Ly{ſmachns, and knowing the 
place by the tokens he had given him of it. Heye ir # (faid he) Araxes , that ſome | 
wafortwnate perſons likg us give themſelves eaſe by communicating their diſaſters to things 
inanimate. OGods | have they not reaſon to complain to them, is they finde you ſo lit- 
tle ſenſible ? | 

WW you be,(continued he, caſting his eyes upon the names of Caſſandra,and 
Enridice) afflicted ſouls, comfort your ſelves, by the encounter of ſuch as are in the ſame 
condition , and ſuffer not your ſelves robe caſt down by misfortunes, Which ordinarily 

ſecute the vertnons. 

A ſudden fancy that came into his mind, hindred him from going on with that Diſ- / 
courſe, and making Araxes calt up his eye, Look, here with me I pray thee (ſaid he) / | 
and tell me, if theſe charatters, are not very like my Princeſſes : the bark, and ſtone 
upon Which one cannot engrave with ſuch facility as one may Write upon paper, have a lit-| | 
tle di/gniſed them, yet if thy memory be good, thou canſt not deny but that many ſtroaks 
have a great reſemblance. 

Araxes was of his opinion, and this encounter obliged hitn to read the ſame Lyma- 
thus had done before; he had gone bur a very little way in it when he cryed out, 0 
Gods! Araxes, What i this I ſee? Is it poſſible (the deſtiny of this afflifted Caſſandra, 
ſhould agree ſb much with that of my Princeſſe, if ſhe were yet alvve?> Certainly if the 
Gods had continned her in the world after the loſſe of Alexander, and that ſhe had preſtr- 
ved wc in her remembrance, 1 ſhould have believed ſhe her ſelf had writ theſe words, 
But alas ! Araxes, ſhee's dead, and if any ſpirit, nnder the name of Caſlandta, bath 
| Avg them: here to recall her into my memory , and to put mein mind of What I ove to 

r, that care ts very needleſſe, ſince there is no moment , but that remembrance, and 1 
are inſeparable: | 

Having ſaid thus, he went on, with his reading, and the farther he read, the fnore 
he was confirm'd in his opinion, After he had ſpent ſome time in that employthetir, 
his reſtleſſe thoughts made him deſire to go to ſome other place , fo following the | 
curfent of the ' rook, he came to a pleaſing grafly place, where he found two wo- 
men afleep ; their habit was very plain, and little different from that of Polemors 
wife and daughters. They were laid along upon their-ſfide , and embfacing otte a-- 
tother, their faces with the help of their looſe bair , hid each others mutually. A- 
Mares had formerly told his Maſter the encounter Lyſimachus and he had in the Gat- 
den, of that unknown Caſſandra , and remembting that ſhe was apparelled as thoſe 
two women, he believ'd it vvas ſhe her ſelf, and that Earidice whoſe name was ih- 


terwoven with hers in ſo many places. That which Oyoondares had read concernirig 


the 
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he fortunes of thoſe two women, and the reſemblance he found in them to thoſe of 
Statira, and the Princeſſe her iſter, would have been enough to have ſtirr'd up a de- 
fire of knowing them,in a man leſſe aflited ; bur his ſoul vvas ſo taken up with grief, 
that there was no room init for curioſity ; beſides he believ'd them to be of a quality 
anſwerable to the habit they wore, and to the condition they were in , not being i 
norant that Love and Fortune exerciſe their tyranny equally upon perſons of all e& 
ſtates, 

He paſs'd on vvithout interruptingthem in their repoſe, when Ayaxes more curi. 
ous then he, turning back to conſider them, ſaw an open paper fall from one of their 
hands, which the wind carried preſently to his feet ; He took it up, though his Ma- 
ſter would have diſſwaded him from it,and bringing it with him to read it when th 
werea little farther off, they walk'd on gently, and taking an Allie they met withal 
returned into Polemons Garden, Araxes led his Maſter to the Fountain, where he 
had related the beginning of hislife unto Lyſimachus , and when they were fit down 
by the (ide of it, Araxes — out the paper he had taken up ; *See here, Sir, 
* (faid he to his Maſter) that which will learn us ſomething of this unknown Caſ. 
© /andra, who mingles her misfortunes thus with ours. 

At theſe words he looked upon the Writing, but ſcarce had he read the firſt line 
when giving the paper to his Maſter, * Ah ! Sir, (faid he) what's this I ſee > Look 
© I beſeech you, yourſelf, upon CharaRters, and words that confound me : The 
Prince taking the paper from Araxes his hand, had no ſooner caſt his eyes uponit, 
but he cryed out, Ah! Araxes, there is no donbr but this Writing us direftly like that 
of my deceaſed Queen. Read the firſt words ( replyed Araxes ) and without queſtion 
your aftoniſhment will be tucreaſed. Oroonaates infinitely ſurpriſed at this encounter, 
began with ſtrange inward motions to read theſe words, 


The unfortunate and happy Caſſandra ; unfortunate by 
the change of her fortune,and bappy by the fidelity 
of  Orontes ; To her too faithful 


OkroNnTESs. 


Gods, (cryed the Prince) what doeI ſee? Will Fortune mock me, or am1 

that Oyontes to whom are directed the words of this {aſſandrs, whoſe writing, 
and whoſe thoughts are ſo conformable to thoſe of my Princeſſe > Ah ! no, (purſu- 
ed he) *tis without doubt to the revived Oronres, Prince of the Maſſagetes , and this 
Caſſandra to whom his fidelity is ſo dear, is infallibly the cauſe of the complaints of 
the fair Quen Tha/eſtris : he whoſe name I have ſo long uſurp'd, muſt needs have ſome 
mixture in my adventures ; but, O Gods! is it poſſible that two perſons ſhould 
write ſo like, and have fo equal deſtinies? Read, Sir, (ſaid Araxes) that which is 
under this Inſcription, and perchance you may draw ſome farther knowledge from 
_— The Prince followed his counſel, and beginning to read again , he went 0n 
aus. 

*I know not in what manner I ought to looke upon my fortune ; two different re- 
*membrances, O faithfull Orontes , conteſt within my ſoul, for you, and againſt you. 
* What doe I not owe unto Oroxtes ? but alſo what doe I not owe to my condition, 
*and to an illuſtrious memory? my inclination, and my duty put my mind: into an 


 *equall balance, and both have very weighty reaſons ; but all the reaſons of my ite 


* clination yeeld unto my duty, and all thoſe of my duty vaniſh in preſence of myit- 
* clination. Alas ! if wecould makean accommodation betweenthem , how happy 
* would bethe deſtiny of Caſſandra, and how little would ſhe be troubled for the 
* change of her fortune, if a more conſiderable loſſe, had not ſettled a more lawfull 
* ſorrow in her heart ! ſhe nevertheleſſe loves her faithfull Orontes , as much 3s 

* can, and ought to deſire;but ſhe has ſome ſcruples remaining, which ſhe cannot over: 


come, 
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© come if ſhe will be worthy of his affe&tion. It is a continuation of the anger of the 
© Gods, who only preſent happyneſles to her, when ſhe is no longer in a conditi- 
« 0n to receive them. We had, found a haven indeed (my dear Orontes) but it is worſe 
* then ſhipwrack, and if you love me as I beleeve; and as I know you doe, you ought 
*r0t to deſire of mee. 

Oroondates turn'd over the leafe to make an end of reading the letter, but he ſaw 
nothing written on the other ſide,and judgd that the party had either wanted time, or 
will to finiſhit. Alas ! with how many different thoughts was he aſſailed at the 
reading of theſe words : he peruſed them again many times, and being in a confuſion 
full of perplexity, he could not expreſle it better then by his ſilence. 

He looked upon Araxes, holding his armes acroſſe upon his breſt, and having con- 
tinued a long time without ſpeaking, ( Araxes ſaid hee atlaſt ) where am I? Sir (an- 
ſwered Araxes) Iam as much ſurpriſed as you. Bur (replied Oroondates ) is not this 
Statira's hand, and are not theſe the very words I ought to have expected from her, 
if ſhe had ſurvived her Illuſtious husband 2 doeſt thou not find in this diſcourſe, that 
ſame ſevere vertne, which made part of my misfortunes and vyhich vvould have pre- 
pared new difficulties for me, ifthe Gods ſhould have ſpared her ſtill unto the world. 
Ah ! without queſtion it is her ſpirit that hath infpired theſe words into Caſſandra, 
and that hath guided her hand , to frame Characters ſo like to hers. «Araxes an- 
ſwered not his Maſters doubts, but muſing upon this adventure ſtrove to draw from 
it ſome cauſe of conſolation for him. Whardoe wee know Sir (ſaid he ) but that 
the Gods may miraculously have preſerved that vertuousQueen,and whither this un- 
perfect letter, may not by ſome chance or other have fallen into the hands of theſe 
women vve found aſleep > Ah Araxes (replied Oroondates) let us not flatter our ſelves 
fooliſhly, the Queens death is too certain tobe ſtill doubted of, and it is now un- 
known to no body ; yet I ſhould beleeve ſhe had vvriten theſe vvords after Alexander: 
death, if two difhculties did not ſtagger mee ; the firſt is that till her own death ſhee 
knew not of the King her Husbands', and the other this name of (aſſandra, which 
brings all out of ſquare,and puts me into aſtrange confuſion. Whatſoever it be( ſaid 4- 
raxes) I will return if you think fit, to the place vvhere vvee light upon this letter, and 
if I find thoſe women there ſtill, I may perchance draw ſomething from them ro clear 
our doubts and give you comfort. Run eAraxes; (cried the Prince) run, I pray thee 
and thoughlT be no longer inan eſtate to conceive any hope, offer at leaſt,our afliſtance 
unto that perſon, whoin ſo many things is conformable ro my Princeſſes. eAraxes 
riing from his Maſter, went out of the garden, and the Prince ſate ſtill by the foun- 
tain, ſo taken up with the conſideration of this laſt adventure, that he never in his-life, 
had been in ſo profoutid a muſe. ' After having berhought himſelfe every oy , he 


| could imagine nothing elſe but that Caſſandras letter was without doubt intended to 


Orontes Prince of the Maſſageres, and that ityvas neither impolſible , nor un heard of 
tharthe writings, and fortunes of two ſeveral} Perſon ſhould reſemble one another. 
He had continued above an hower in this confulion of thoughts , vvhen Araxes came 
backe to him agait,, and aſſured him he could not find theſe vvomen in the place 
where they had-left them, and that he had ſought them in vain all over the wood , 
and along the bankes of the river Oroondates was exceedingly troubled at it, and reſfol- 
ved to ſeek them himſelfe,when he had gotten a'little more ſtrength. After ſome diſ- 
courſe whereof this encounter furniſhed them vvith matter enough, he roſe up,and go. 
ing out of the garden return'd into his Chamber: Afſſoonas he was there, he ſent ro 
know of Hippolita,if he might ſeaſonably viſite the Queen her Miſtreſſe , and having 
had an anſwere,he went into her chamber to wait upon her. He faid nothingto her of 
the ſuſpicions he had concerning Orontes,for fear of afflicting her, and of ſtirring up a 
hatred againſt him which allready was very violent. He dinedwith her ſhe having deſi- 
red him,and aftet diner ſhe beleeched him to give her a little better knowledge of his 
adventures then fortiine yet had favoured her with al;hereapon the Prince made her an 
abridgment of his life, and though out of modeſty he blemiſhed the luſtre of his moſt 


-Ballant actions, he fill'd her with an admiration, and an eſteem w-h made her conſider 


lum as ſomthing more then mortal. This recitall was not fo ſhort but that the remain- 
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der of the day was ſpent in it,and the cloth was laid for ſupper , and lights brought in 
before he had made an end. TheQueen raviſhed with the wonders ſhe had heard,made 
a ſhort meal, and being willing to requite Oroondates his freedom, who had made her 
a franke confeſſion of the moſt ſecret paſſages of his life, offred her ſelfe to give him 
the relation of hers, with the ſame truſt and aſſurance. Oroondates teſtified that he 
would receive that favour with a great deal of reſpect, and having ſetled his attention, 
he heard the faire Queen begin her Hiſtory in thele termes, 


The Hiſtory of THALESTRIS Queenof 


the AMAZONS. 


| v ] Ith how great vertue ſoever a ſoul is fortified , human nature hath weakneſſes \ 

which it cannot diſavow ; and how great reſiſtance ſo ever it make, through | 

' principles of vertue, againſt —_— motions, if it be not ſupported by an eſpecial wy | 
Vi- 


vidence from heaven, it is very hard for it not to yeeid ſometimes, and give mo 
ſible markes of frailty ; the paſſions have gotten ſuch an Empire overit that it cannot 
without great difficulty ſhake them off, agd if we ſomtimes win the victory. I hold 
it a much more advantageous one, then thoſe we obtain againſt forraign enemies, ] 
would it pleaſed the Gods, this were not ſo great a truth , and that it gave me not 
matter for a diſcourſe which cannot chooſe but be unpleafing. It is not to be wondred 
atif my adventuresare mingled with thoſe of a Scythian, nor is it ſtrange if I recount 
them to a Scythian Prince, fince I alſo:gm a Scythian my felfe, and that the-firſt oti- 
ginall of the e Lmazons came from that yery Scythia you ought to command. Per- 
haps it is not unknown to you, but to refreſh your memory I will tell it you again in 
a few words. "Ty. 


 withtheir lawes, but will 58 tell you, that having decreed not to ſuffer 
a 


their right breſt from whence in praceſle of time , they took the name of Amazon 
Having eſtabliſh'd this order amongſt themſelves, which ever ſince hath been — 
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bly kept, they choſe two Queens,to whom they ſubmitted themſelves, ahd while one 
of them enlarged the bounds of their Monarchy by the Sword , the other ſtaid at 
home to governthe Countrey, The moſt famous among the firſt were Lampede, and 
Marteſia, who not content with the Territories they peaceably poſſeſs'd , rais d two 
mighty Armies, came a great way into Exrope , ſubdued a good part of it, uſurped 
divers of the Cities, and Provinces of Aſia, and conquered a large extent of ground, 
which their poſterity ſince hath not been able to conferve. Ortrera,and Axtiopa, ſucs 
ceeded them, thoſe two Queens againſt whom Herexnles made War, and whoſe two 
fiſters he carried away. - Menalippa , and Hippolita , who afterwards was wife to 
King T heſers. » 
dfeer theſe reigned that valiant Penthafilea ;, who was ſlaine at the fiege 
of Trey, by the hand of Achilles, and who as ſhe died made her Conquerour 
ſo muchin love with her. I will nottell yon the names of thoſe that followed her, 
nor will 1 fay any thing of all that paſs'd among them till the Reign of Qyeen Aſine- 
tea my Mother, who is deſcended in a right line from thoſe gallant Queens I have 
ſpoken of. She had but newly began her Reign, when ſhee brought me into the 
world ; ſhee preſently —_ extraordinary tender-of me, inſomuch that ſhe would 
not ſuffer my right breaſt to be cut off, as had beer done to all that were before me ; 
whether it were that ſhe feared the danger that might come of ir, or that flvg defi 
to preſerve my body from that deformity, I ——_— up with wonderful care, 
and the affetion of the Queen my Mother, making her ftinde more beauty and grace- 
fulneſſe in me, then I really had, cauſed her 80 improve both with ſuch induitry, as 
could notproceed, but from ſuch a paſſion as hers: ſhee deſired to have my man- 
ners form'd to ſome ſweetneſle and civility, and.antong the Martial ſpirits that were 
infuſed into me, ſhe likewiſe made ſome morality- to be mix'd , and to the exerciſes 
of the body, added alſo ſome exerciſes of the minde, able to purge it from thoſe 
bloody humours, that were predominarit amongſt out women. 

I grew expert and vigorous enough in thoſe of the body, and by the coil of hut- 
ting whenſoever I had any ſpare time, - and by the care of my Miſtreſſes, I became {6 
ſtrong, and fo skilful, that when I was but 16 years old, there were but few women a- 
mong our Amazoxs, whom I could not diſmount,and whom I was not able to inſtru 


either how to draw a Bowe, or how to fight 6n Foot, or how to ride an Horf vigo- 


roully. Theſe were our ordinary paſſe-times;” and upon the banks of the rapide 


Thermodoon, wee drew up Battalions every day, and keptup that Watlike humour, 


which had maintain'd them for many Ages. The Queen my Mother bred mee'to 
that averſion againſt men, which is general amongſt us, and exhorted me daily, ra- 
ther to ſuffer death, then to ſlacken any thing of our ancient cuſtomes, or fibertc 
my ſelf to that ſex, which hath arms | ſo tyrannical an Empire over oars. I would 
ithad pleas'd the Gods (great Queen) that I had followed thy counſels , I ſhould 
not then have drawn Heavens anger upon me for my diſobedience, nor ſhould I have 
_—_— my ſelf into misfortunes, which I can-attribute to nothing but that a-« 

ne. I will notentertain you with the particulars of my childhood, which are too 
trivial for your hearing ; but will paſſe them over,” and content my ſelf with tel. 
ling you, that I had compleated my fifteenth year, when the Queen my Mother at 
her return from an Expedition, in which by reaſon of youth, I had not waited: 
on her, peſented the valiant Orithia to me; a perſon of a ſtature extraordinary a- 
mong(t us,of a moſt Martial Garb, and of a moſt excellent Beauty, She was yet 
all arm'd, when the Queen my Mother brought her into my Chamber,and I thought / 
her fo handſome, that 1 found nv difficulty in obeying the command ſhe gave me to 
love and eſteem her particularly. | 

T hu generous Lady, (faid S Queen to me) though ſie was not boyn among us, 
yet having the ſame inclinations ; hath caſt her ſelf voluntarily intd our party, and in 
all the encounters wee have had with the Cilicians, ſhee hath ſhowed proofs of ſuch un 
admirable valor, that I rook_ her a long time for Bellona, whom I thought the defence 
of her ſexe , had armed in our favour. In onr laſt attion fle diſ* engaged mee fron a 
throng of Enemies, where elſe I bad infallibly Tha , and ſuctogred me in ſo great 
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extremity, that I cannor deny but that 1 am indebted to her for my life ; ſhe in my ſight, 
killed the moſt valiant of all owr enemies With her own hand, and overthreW all that 
wade any oppoſition againſt her ; In ſbort, ſhe bath begot in me ſo mxch admiration, and 
ſo much love, that next to my only daughter, ſbe ſhall ever be ro me the deareſt perſon in 
the world. 
ww WP theſe words embracing her, and by her example, obliged me to wel. 
come her with an extraordinary kindneſſe. Orithia receiv'd it with great ſubmiſſion, 
and'made proteſtations of fidelity to me, in ſo refpettful, and fo civil rearms, that 
from that very moment, I eſteem'd her extreame worthy of the judgement the 
Queen had made of her. *©I am moſt readily diſpoſed (ſaid I to her) to ſecond the 
© Queens affeRions with mine, and to requite the vertye of this fair Stranger by all 
the proofs ſhe can deſire from my friendſhip. 0richia kneeled down upon one knee, 
attheſe words, and kiſfing my hand which I put' forth to raiſe her up: Madan, 
(ſaid ſhe) [ muke @ vow, never tobe but yours, and from this inſtant 1 dedicate my 
ſelf wate you with a paſſion, Which ſball never end but With my = | 
'Shee pronounced theſe words ſo gracefully, that I was touch'd by them vvith an 
affection, and caſting my arm once-more about her neck, I promiſed her an eternal 
friendſhip. Shee went out of myEhamber co put off her arms, and return'd chi 
ther within a while after in her 'Womans apparel, in which I chought her {o lovely 
and ſo well ſhapd, that I gave her the advantage above all thoſe of our Countrey. 1 
renewed my endearments at that ſecond ſight, and begg'd of her not to leave us, in 
tearmy which ſhee accounted. very abliging. O Gods! when I remember the 
proteſtations ſhe made ta me of -an:&ernal fidelity , and the oaths wherewith ſhee 
accampanied thoſe proteſtations , I cannot ſuthciently admire the patience of the 
Gods, that ſuffer ſuch perjured ſouls, without darting their loudeſt thunderbolts 
ainſt them > After 1 bad given her all the proofs ſhe could defire of the friendſhi 
e ſued for from me,. I pray'd ber to tell me who ſhe was, and what fortune ,: 
brought her into our Coyntries. ' This new Amazoxe having bethought her ſelf x 
while what to ſayſpoke to me at laſt on this manner. 
. * Although you fee me now inthe exerciſe of arms,I have not been bred up in it,and 
* that little yalour the Queen your Mgther exalted vvith more aftection then juſtice,is 
*rather an effe& of ty misfortunes, then of my nature: I am the daughter of the 
* deceaſed Prince of the Mafſagetes,and Niece to the King of Scythia, to whom our 
* Province is Tribatary : Death having deprived me of my Father in my very infan. 
* cy, I was bred up in the Court of Scythia, with the Princefſe Berenice, and my Rro- 
- = Orontes, With Prince Orocondates his Couſen ; 1 ſpent ſome years in that Court 
* with pleaſure enough,but the War between the Scythian and Perſians, breaking out 
* afreſh, Prince Oroxtes my Brother, march'd along with the Prince of Scyrhia, and 
* ſcarce had he begun to ſhow ſome proofs of his valour in ſo early a youth, whenby 
* the fall of a Bridge he was drowned in the Araxis, and allthe fair hopes he had g- 
* yen, were buried with him in the wayes of thatRiver. Iwill not trouble you wih 
* the Diſcourſe of my ſorrow for that dear Brother, *tis enough if Itell you, chat his 
* death making me Heireſſe of the Province of the Maſſagetes , moved divers Princes 
* ta caſt their eyes upon me. I had a natural averſion to men; but itwas viſibly 
* mented by the offer the King made me of one of his Favourites,whoſe birth was 
© ſcure, and his perſon unhandſome. TI received the firſt overture of it as a mortal 
* injury, but the King who defired with my fortuneto recompence the ſervices that 
* man had done him, was not at all repulſed by my denyal, but uſing his Authoriy 
* on the behalf of that unworthy Favourite, commanded me abſolutely, to reſolve 
©to marry him. This forcing of me, redoubled my. hatred, and I ſhould infallibly 
© have rather choſenmy grave,then his alliance, whom I beheld as no other then a 
* deadly enemy, and a monſter appointed to devour me. I need not tejl you how 
* many tears Iſhed, how often I caſt my ſelf at the Kings feet, and bow many- in- 
p precations I uttered againſt his.tyranny ; the recital of theſe would be as uſcleſſe, 
they themſelves were unprofitable. In ſhort, I ſaw my ſelf reduced to the crac} 
, * neceſſity of marryinga man; againſt whom 1. had a mortal averſion ; -but havi 


* begg'd 


— 


BookIIl. CASSAND RM. 254 


* begg'd aſliſtance from the Gods, and calf d for help from my own toutape; I re- 
* ſoly'd by flight to avoid the miſery that threatned me; and knowing my ſelf to be of 
* a reaſonable ſtrong conſtitution, I diſcovered my ſecret to nv body, but one of my 
* women, in whom I had a perteR confidence, and by whoſe means I procured a fit 
* of mans Apparel, ſo getting away with her, the night before that day which was 
« appointed tor my fatal Wedding, 1 left [ſcdox without any other deſign, then that 
* of flying to the worlds end, but I would avoid the misfortune intended me. tQ 
© went out of the Kingdome with a great deal of trouble, and incommodity, bet by 
* litcle and litrle, I became inured to the toilſomneſle of travel ; and finding wy ' 
{ſtrong enough to bear arms, the general indignation I had againſt men ; made me 
' reſolve to do my uttermoſt againſt them, and to conquer the weakneſs of my na- 
* ture, to follow the incitements of my hatred. My knowledge that you were theit 
* implacable enemies made me take my Journey this way, andto abridge ati vnne- 
* ceſlary relation, after the weariſomneſle of a long Yoiage , I arrived at the Army 
* of the Queen your Mother. The Maid that came away with me frotn /ſſedo», for- 
* ſook me not,. and except her company , I was left quite alone, without ſu , of 
* acquaintance, if the Queen had not charitably received me; and if the Gods had 
* not increaſed my Forces, to make me doe that great Princefle ſome conſiderable 
* ſervice. 

In theſe tearms Orithia recounted her adventures ſaccin&ly to me, and the know- 
ledge of her quality obliging me to look upon her with more reſpet then before, I 
began £0 uſe her, as if ſhee had been my ſiſter; Iconfirm'd the aſſurances the Queen 
had given her of our proteCtion, and offered her our aſſiſtance for the recovery of 
her inheritance, and to take fatisfation for the violence that had been ufed to her. 
She thanked me for my offers with very civil, and paſſionate expreſſions, and prote- 
ſted ro me that her higheſt ambition, was to ſpend the remainder of her life with 
me; / prefer that advantage (ſaid ſhe) before the Province of the Maſlagetes , nay, 


before all Scythia; and if my Princeſſe diſdain not my ſervices, and affettions, I Will ne- 


ver part from her , but to be carried to my grave. 

- Ianſwered theſe words no otherwiſe then with a thouſand kiſſes, which I pave her 
with a great deal of innocence,and affection, and having teſtified that her compatry 
ſhould always be moſt dear to me, I obſerved more joy in her countenance, theti the 


; condition of her fortune ſeem'd in reaſon to permit : From that day 1hv'd execce- 


ding freely, and familiarly with her ; ſhe was lodg'd in Chambers near to tnine, and 
the Queen preſently ſettled her a Family ,and furniſh'd her with all ſervants necefſa- 
1 ſaw her every day, and though art firſt ſhe expreF'd her ſelf with ſore diffi- 


' eulty in our Language, ſhe had quickly learr'd it, and fpoke divers others ſo flietits 
' ly, and gracefully, that her converſation was. wondrouſly delightful : We wete ak 


ways together at one exerciſe or other, and ſeeing her far urore expert, then it was 
probable ſhe ſhould be, for the lictle time ſhe had pratiſed them, 1 receivd inftea- 
dions from her, and admiring what nature had wrought irt her in fo ſhort x ſpace, T 
form'd my ſelf by her example, in a profeſſion I kad ever uſed. I was alfo defirons | 
to learn fome of thoſe Tongues ſhe knew, fhe taught rhe tlie Greek, the Prpftan, 
and fome others, which ſhe ſpoke very pleaſingly, and did it with ſo much mildieſs, / 
took ſo much careto frame ty mind and matiners, and inal her aQions reſtifiet? (6 
firm a friendſhipto me, and fo profound a refpe&, that ſlie wort thy heart thfnitely, 
andtied meto herwith ſuch an affetion; as yet I ha@ not Born ro any body bit the 
Queen my Mather; Within doors, abroad's hunting, an@ itt all our ordiniry paſs- 
times, we were inſeparable, and if ſomerimes I ha been but x whike' wirtout feritig 
ber, Iran to her with open arms, and gave her kiſſes which ſhe receiv'd witli incor 
eeivablejoy,and delight. IF ic had not beentavoided by herſelf, we had: liert roge- 
ther, I often propoſed it to her, but her not accepting, hindred me from prefiing if 
farther. Ideclared to her rhe averſionT had againft divers of 6ur cuftorttes, arid my 
reſolution rather to-ler the, Crown fall ro anerher Family, theti to give it ar FANerts 
trix. by thoſe ſhameful ways our former Queens had taken. Oyichia approved tliat 
modeſt intention, andcontirm'd me in ir by reaſons; whicti made me yet motEin tove 
with her vertue. - In 
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Inthe mean time, when we were hunting together, if ſhe ſaw me obſtinate in the 
rſuit of any dangerous beaſt, ſhe would withhold me gently, and when the beaſt 
ing preſs'd home, turn'd to a bay againſt us,ſhe would caſt.-her ſelf before me, and 

expoling her ſelf to the danger for my ſecurity , made me viſibly tinde my life was 

without compariſon dearer to her then her own. All theſe actions, rogether with the 
grace wherewith ſhe accompanied them, and her charming converſation , abſolute 

Maſtred all my affeRtions, and made me even fooliſhly fond of her. She liv'd on ths 

manner a whole year amongſt us, giving me no proofs of her love, but ſuch as were 

very innocent. ; | 

In this interim our neighbours made many incurſions into our Tertitories , and 
we entred often into theirs, and in all thoſe occaſions 0rithia ſhowed ſo many proofs 
of an admirable valour, and of a prudence infinitely beyond her age, that the Queen 
my Mother gave her moſt important commands in her Armies,& undertook no Expe. 
dition ofany moment, without her advice.I about that time began to go into the wary, 
and deſiring to paſſe my Apprentiſhip with Orithia, I never ſtirr'd from her ſide, ſhe 
was often troubled at it, and her care of my ſafety hindred her from running on into 
dangers, as ſhe did when ſhe had noother life to look to but her own ; ſhe youre 
ally blamed theardour that carried me into the thickeſt of our enemies, and though 
her commands often call'd her otherwhere , ſhee would not move a foot from mee; 
and when ſhe ſaw the point of any Sword or Javelin turn'd againſt me, ſhe oppoſed 
the paſſage of it, and negleRed all the blows that were made at her, to break thoſe 
that might have wounded me. Alas ! dear and faithlefſe Orichia; how welcome to 
me were thoſe firſt teſtimonies of thy affe&tion, and how ſweet is the remembrance 
of them ſtill unto my memory ! Certain it is, thou forgotteſt nothing that could be 
done to make thy ſelf be loved, and that thou livedſt only for Thaleſtrs, neither was 
ſhe ungrateful co thoſe proofs of thy affe&tion , but gave her ſelf ſo abſolutely to 
thee, that Orithia as ſhe was Orithia , could not delire any thing ſhe poſleſs'd not 
entirely. We had beſieged Phryne, a City in Ci:/icia, upon our Enemies Frontiers, 
and our Rams had made a reaſonable breach ; Orithia at the head of fix thouſand 
Amazons, prepared to aſſaultir: I would needs fight by her ſide, and notwithſtan- 
ding all her prayers to diſlwade me from it, I was fo obſtinate in my reſolution, that 
ſhe was conſtrain'd to ſuffer my company. She march'd through the midſt of our 
Enemies Darts and Swords, with ſuch a fierceneſſe as froze the hearts of the Tre 
jans, when Afinerva ſhook their Walls, and with her dreadful Gorgon , carried 
terror, and death into their City. 

She went undauntedly up thoſe ruines defended by valiant men, and deſpiſing a 
cloud of arrows, and ſtones that came pouring upon her ; ſhee covered me with her 
ſhield, and encouraging our women by her glorious example, in ſpite of the refi- 
ſtance .of our Enemies, got to the top of the breach. Wee fought already at 
handy blowes, and I may ſay without vanity, that I had already lain ſome, and gi- 
ven proofs of valour conſiderable enough in one of my age, when I was ſtunned ei- 
ther with the ſtroak of a club, or with ſome ſtone, and fell down at Orithia's feet 
withour ſenſe.or motion,and certainly it was my great good fortune,to fal ſo near her, 
ſince that without her aſſiſtance my death had been inevitable. Never was Tygreſ 
when robb'd of her young, ſo furiouſly ſenſible of her loſſe,as Orithia was obſerv'd 
to be by them that were near her,from whom I heard it ſince ; ſhee flew with a great 
cry,upon fome of the Enemies,who went to make an end of me, and ſheltring me with 
her body, and her Target, gave death to all that came near her, and having made a 
Rampart of dead bodies, vvhich left her free room enough, ſhee rook me up in her 
arms, and turning towards Menalippa one of our vvomen who rant ng vvith 
her; Aenalippa Lead ſhee) the vittory us ours, take care to proſecute it, I can neither 
fight, nor live, wnleſſe the Princeſſe be in ſafety. 

At theſe vvords continuing to make way with her Sword, ſhe came down with her 
burthen,through the paſſage ſhe had open'd her ſelf before , and carried mee out of 
the Fight with ſuch impatiency,and ſenſe of ſorrow,as ſhe afterwards expreſs'd to me, 
and as only ſhe was able to repreſent. Aſſoon as ſhe had taken off my Cask,the freſh 
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air 1 rook, reſtored me to my ſelf,and Orithia ſeeing me open may eyes,was like then to 
have died with joy, as before ſhe was with grief. 1 obſery'd-the mixture of joy and 
fear in her countenance ; and deſiring to aſſyre her, * Tis nothing (ſaid 1) my dear 
© Orithia, 1 was only fell'd, and I need nothing but a lictle reſt; - Her face grew lettled 
at the hearing of theſe yvords ; but not being t9o confident of them;ſhe look'd up- 
on my head, where ſhe found no wound at all, by reaſon of the goodneſs of my 
Head-piece which had defended me ; and that ſight compleating her joy , ſhee took 
me in her arms,and carried meon into my Tent,where ſhe laid me upon my bed; but 
all the way her face was firmly cimented to mine,and I receiv'd kiſſes from ber,vvhich 
might have made me know the difference there vvas between her affeQion and that 
of our other vvomen, The Queen vvho vvith a good part of the Army, had conti- 
nued in arms vvithin the Camp to give Orders, and who had in vain endeavoured to 
keep me vvith her,no ſooner heard the news, but ſhe came running frighted to me; but 

ing me reaſonable vvell, and knowing ſhee was obliged only to Orithia for my 
fafery,ſhe made ſuch dear expreſſions to her, as it is umpoſſible for me to repeat ; but 
that valiant eAmazore, no ſooner had ſeen me in a place of ſecurity, and learned 
from our Chirurgians that there was no danger of me, but forcing her affe&tion, ſhe 
left me, and went back to the aſſault, from which no other conlideration but mine 
could have been able to draw her. o 

Her preſence there was very neceſſary and the Enemies who by her abſence, had re- 
covered heart, loſt it again at her return, and made but a vain reſiſtance againſt 
her. valour, and the rew Orders ſhee gave. But as her return was fatall to them, 
ſo likewiſe was it very profitable to them, and her mercy ſaved divers of them from 
the fury of our Women, who would have put all to the Sword without exception. 
Orithia oppoſed their intention ſucceſlefully, and the credit ſhee had already gai- 
ned among *them, made them ſlacken ſomething of their ordinary cruelty, When 
ſhee had ſer the Town in ſome Order, and had left Menalippa to command there; 
ſhee came back to us, and found mee almoſt recovered of my blow ; yet was it 
incommodious to mee for a few days, and during the ſtay. wee made at that City, 
which the Queen entred the next morning, I kept my bed continually. 

I will not entertain you with the relation of that Warre ; as long as it 
hſted, I received proofes of this nature, from Orithia's affetion ; but it being 
ended by an advantageous peace, wee entred' again into our own Territories, and 
took our way towards the Capital City , which as the Province , bears the name 
of T hemiſcira. 

It was about that time eAlexander Invaded Aſia, and as an impetuous Torrent, 
over-ran all thoſe- Provinces, the greater part whereof ſubmitted to bim without 
drawing Sword. Our Neighbours of (appadecia, and: (licis, yeilded without 
reſiſtance, and voluntarily underwent that yoak. which: he ;impoſed upon all the 
Earth. eAlexander us'd them favourably , and continud to them their: former 
Governours, and their ancient Priviledges: 

The Queen my Mother knowing her ſelf too weak to reſiſt ſo Potent an Ene- 
my, meant-to try gentle ways, and lent Aſenalippe , and Chyemmeſtra to him: ,' to 
repreſent, that his generoſity obliged him to leave us in our former Liberties ;. and 
not to imploy thoſe victorious arms which had conquered all eſa; apainkt tec- 
ble Women. - eAlexander receiv'd our Ambaſſadors with: much civility , and ha- 
ving told them that he had no intention to trouble our quietneſſe, nor our Laws., he 
turned his Forces another way , and entred not into our Countrey, The ,Queen 
was extreamly glad ſhee had diverted that Storm, and ſhee had taken that courſe 
by Orithia's advice, who had acquired ſuch a-reputation amongſt our Women; 
that every body conſidered her as an extraordinary perſon, and by the ſweetgeſle 
of her manners, and converſation, ſhee had ſo gained che hearts of the whole 
Court, that ſhee was both the delight and admiration of it. | 

Shee had been near npon two years amongſt us, when from 'her naturall liveli- 
neſle, ſhee fell into a deep melancholy, She did all ſhe poſſibly-could ; to- diſguiſe 


it; 
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It, but it was quickly to be perceived in her countenance, which was fo viſibly alte. 
red, that *twas no longer in her power to difſemble it; the affetion I bore hermace 
me one of the firſt that took notice of it, and having often vainly attempted to legrn 
the cauſe, 1 did all that poſſibly I could to divert her from that ſadneſſe. 1 mats 
meetjngs of our gallanteſt Ladies, whoſe company might have been capable tg 
charm part of her diſcontents, I made hunting Matches, and Journies of pleaſure 
upon the 1ri, (which is one of the moſt delightful Rivers in the world, and which 
waſhes the Foundations of our Walls) races, and combats on Horſeback for exe. 
; Ciſe, and for diverſion ; but her melancholy was not at all abated by them, and1 
clearly found, that only her affetion to me, made her comply with us in thoſe gue 
| paſs-times, 

We were together one day in the Gardens of the Palace, accompanied with ſome 
of our Maids, who out of reſpet, kept at a diſtance from us; our converſation 
was for a while about indifferent matters, and our Diſcourſe being at laſt fallen 
upon her melancholy : Orithia, ( ſaid 1) it # impoſſible 1 ſhould longer diſſembl 
the cauſe I have to take a thing ill from you; if you loved mee ſo Well as I ds 
Jon, I know you Wonld not conceale from mee the cauſe of your diſcontents , anl 
if I dare ſay more, amongſt us you would not be (enſible of any. Thus ſadneſſe is 
our company, viſibly demonſtrates, an abatement in your affettion , nor have you þ 
much a to love your oWpn friends, but that among perſons who love you [0 den. 
ly, you might finde wherewithall to comfort your ſelf in their abſence. If it be th 
his of your Eſtate that afflifts you, you know you are Miſtreſſe of ours , and tha 
1 Ball never be more joyed, then when I ſhall be able to ſhare mine with you. 
 Orithia after a deep ſigh, fixt her eyes upon my face, and ſtriving to retain ſome 
rears, which would have burſt forth with violence, ſhe replyed : -* You are to 
* generous, my faire, and my too dear Princefle, to make fo ill a judgement of 
*my thoughts, and to ſuſpe&t me of a baſeneſſe unworthy of your affeRion. 1 
© take. the Gods once more to witneſle, that it is without compariſon more deat th 
* me, and more conſiderable then all the Empires of the Earth ; and that for it! 
* would forſake my neareſt kindred, my Country, and that life it ſelf, which 1 hav 
* givenentirely to you, After this proteſtation, exempt me from raking new Oath 
* ro aſſure you , that it is neither the abſence of my friends , nor the loſle of my 
© fortune, that troubles the ſweetneſle of the retreat, which I have found unde 
* your proteRion; my ſadneſſe hath more lawfull , and more glorious cauſes, atd 
© tomake a naked confefſion to you of it, know it proceeds only from my love t 
*you, 1 love you, my faire Princeſſe, with an exceſſe worthy of you, and my 
* affetion is accompanied with thoſe tranſports and diſquiets, which uſually ſteal 
* away all'joy, and diſturb repoſe. I die when 1 am from you, and I conſume 
* when I am with you: ' I think you loveme too much, and yet I think you love nie 
© not enough ; and my foul in theſe continuall troubles , hach loſt all. its cranquik 
© lity. | 

Orithis had ſaid more, but that I interrupted her with my kind indearments, 
and though I found ſomething that was very odd in her Diſcourſe , yet 'was it-ſoob- 
liging to me, that I could not forbear caſting my arm about her neck, and embri- 
cing her ſtrictly a good while. ( 

She repaid my kiſſes with more fear and reſervedneſſe, then ſhe was wont to doe; 
and getting looſe firſt from my embraces; Dear Orithia, (ſaid I) if what you 
zell mee Were a truth, f ſhould be as melancholy as you, ſince } may proteſt truly 
ro you, that my affettion yeilds not at all to yours", and that the Queen my Mother 
#s not more dear to mee, then your ſelfe, and yet it produceth quite contrary effe#s 
in mee, and f finde ſo great a contentment in loving you , and being loved by you, 
that if your ſadneſſe did not afflift mee, onr affettion Would cauſe nothing in met 

ut joy. 


* Alas! (replyed Orithia) how different are our fortunes ! Know, Madam, that 


**tis not my preſent ſuffering that occaſions all my ſorrow, but my foreſight E the 
uture 


| 


| 
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(future that plunges me into this deadly melancholy. You love me now, and 
(morethen I deſerve; nay even as much as 1 could wiſh ; butalas ! rhis affetion , 
© which gives me an imperte& happineſle , frees me not from my feares, and will 
© without doubt forſake me , when I ſhall ſtand in greateſt need of it ; you will 
© ceaſe to love me when my affection ſhall be truely known to you , and I ſhall ceaſe 
{to live, when you ſhall ceaſe to love me. 

She made an end of theſe words with much a doe, and fhxing her eyes upon 
the ground with ſome kind of fear, and confuſion, remain'd a long time in-that 

ſture, without looking upon me. But being delirous to draw her out qf a dif- 
truſt which grieved me. Ay dear Orithia (ſaid 1) 7 canner geſſe at the tanſe of your 
ſuſpicions , nor dee I know what proofes you have of my ingonſtancy , that you ſhould 
apprehend ſuch ſtrange effefts of it. {love you really as my ſelfe , and if it be 'in my 
frendſoip , that you eſtabliſh your happyneſſe , live in aſſurance that you Jhalbe ever 
bappy 3 ſince 1 proteſt to you by the Majeſty of the Gods that hear us , the affettion 
which Thaleſtris bears you , ſhall never end but with her life, 

Orithias Countenance clear'd up a little at this diſcourſe, yet not ſo much, but that 
I found ſhe was not quite cured of her apprehenſions, I was preparing my ſelfe to 
drive them away by new aſſurances, when the Queen my mother came into the 

arden, and brozk off our converſation. We had afterwards divers times, the 
Ee talke or lictle different, and by a thouſand teſtimonies of my freindſhip , 
I endeavoured to take away thoſe juſt diſquiers that tormented her. The promiles 
Imade to love her eternally , wrought ſome effeRt indeed ; and often rais'd her 
out of that deep ſadneſſe in which the had ſeem'd buryed , but there ſti}! remaind 
ſome trouble in her mind , whereof I could nor denie the cauſe ; fhe received my 
kindneſſes with more fear and reſpe&t then formerly, and no longer gave ber fſelte 
thoſe liberties ſhe was wont to take Sometimes when I embraced ber,and with kiſſes 
cotjured her to be merry for my ſake. *Ah! Madam ( would ſhe ſay) Iam un- 
* worthy of your cares, and of your favours ; let this culpable Orirhia die, who 
*detrayes you, and abuſes your goodneſs, and your innocence; Irob you of fa- 
*yours I have not deſery'd, and I ought to give account for them, as for a. theft , 
"which Iunworthyly am guilty of, to the faireſt , and beſt Princeſle in che world. 
Jl underſtood nothing of all theſe words, and i fear'd often, when I heard her 
ſpeak them , that her melancholy began to diſtrat ber. This beleet cauſed in me 
avery ſenfible aflition , and made me take recourle to all the invent.ons, that might 
divert, or prevent the misfortune 1 apprehended, The Quecn, to whom ſhe was 
very dear , asſhe 0ughtto be , in conſideration of her good qualities, and of the 
ſervices ſhe had done her was extreamly concerned in her. trouble , and every day 
offer'd her what ſoever ſhe was able to contribute , to her contentment. The chiete 
of our Ladies, whoſe hearts ſhe bad wonderfully gaind , ſtrove in emulation of each 
other to chear her up ; þut all their cares were to no purpoſe, and all of them 
os y vain attempted it, at laſt the fatall hower came wherein I was to be un- 

eceived, 

Neer to the gardens of our Palace, there is an exceeding high wood , one of the 
faireſt in all Capadocia,which ſeprading it ſelfe to the very banke of the river 7y;; 
is one of the moſt pleaſant places to walk in, that eſis affords ; there are a 
great number of faire, ſpacious alleys, and in litle by-turnings where one may 
inſenſibly looſe ones ſelfe , are private arbours , with ſeats of green turfe, . 4nd lit; 
tle bankes of the ſame, where one may lie down ſhelterd from the heat of the funn , 
and not beinterrupted in their retired thoughts. 

I was oneday in this wood with my maids , and having walked a while upon the 
danke of the river , I went aſide with Hzppo/ita, the deareſt of them all, and the 
very ſame you ſee now here with me. I entred by chance intoone of thole pathes, 
that led to the ſecret arbour and having followed it a while, when I was neer, one 
of them I heard a voice interrupted _= fighes and fobs, and drawing a little 
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neager, I diſcern'd it to be Orithia's , who thinking her ſelf not overheard by 
body, in ſuch a private place, complained in a very pittyfull manner. I was glad 
of that encounter , and beleeving I ſhould thereby learne the true cauſe of her af. 
fiction, 1 forbad Hippolirato come any further . not being willing ſhee ſhould 
hear the ſecrets of that dear fremd, though I had never concealed my own from 
her. When I was alone, I went forward gently , and without making any noiſe 
till I came cloſe to the arbour , and peeping through the boughs that grew about it, 
I ſaw-my dear Orithia laid along upon one of thoſe green bankes ,' holding a has. 
kerchief to her eyes , wherewith ſhe wiped away the reares thas fell in great abuy. 
dance; / 

' This obje& rourhed me deeply with compaſſion ,” but much more , when aftz 
having continued awile ſilent, ſhe began to ſpeake again in theſe termes, hy 
hes free any longer , miſerable Wretch ? and what doeſt thou hope for , yet from "hun 
vew, but that death , for Which thy mind, ought already to be prepared ? leſe that lif 
really, which thou yet haſt only loſt in the opinion of the World, and be no longer obſftinae 
to ſtrive againſt thy deſtiny ; thou mayeſt yet die with the freindſhip of her thou loveſt aul 
if then defer thy death till after the knowledge of thy deceits, thou Wil't certainely die with 
her anger , and her hatred ; and inſted of rhe teares, which ſhe now would give unt0 
grave, thou Wilt carry nothing with thee thither but her imprecations. While Or; 
thia ſpoke theſe words, her back was toward the entrance of the arbour, and noths 
ing able to marke her ations well enough, in the place where I was, I ſtole 
ſenſibly to the dore, where in the poſture ſhe then lay, ſhe could not diſcowr 
me. There I obſerv'd her more heedfully , and after many ſighes I heard her 
on thus. Was it neceſſary, O Gods { Was it neceſſary , you ſhould raiſe ſo many im 
poſſiblities againſt my happyneſſe, and that you ſhould oppoſe the Lawes, and 
wers of a whole Monarchy againſt the preſervation of my WA ? for in ſhort, what a 
Texpett; what vain hope ſoever I flatter my felfe Withall , that which I love us too pun, 
and too perfett , to make uſe to my advantage of the immodeſt cuſt owes of her county: 
and beſides I love her too well, to ſeek, my fortune ty thoſe wayes, and ſhe 1 love, Une 
her ſelf too well, ts overturn for my ſake , the conſtitutions of a Monarchy , which ku 
ſarffted ſo many years , and to forſake a ſcepter, for an unknown, and a deciprfull 0- 
rithia ; Die then, miſerable wretch , die, and make Thaleſtris ſee that rhow embrat 
death, rather then the occaſions of offending ber any more ; thy bloud ſhall Waſh away 
of the crimes thou haſt committed againſt her , and ſhe without dowbt Will pardon the 
when ſhe remembers thou dyedſt to give her reparation. ] underſtood almoſt _ 
by theſe words,though they put me into ſtrange ſuſpicions; and yer I was ſo trou 

at them , that contrary to my reſolution , 1 could not forbeare making a little noile. 
I know not whither it were that, which with drew 0rithia from that dialogue with het 
thoughts, bur ſhe turn'd about, and caſting her eyes toward the docne Shower me. 
lam not able to repreſent her confuſion to you ; being got up , ſhe began to look 
npon me, and —_— in my countenance, as much amazement as appear'd in her, 
ſhe beleey'd I had heard all chat ſhe had ſaid before I came, and that ſhe had infall- 
bly diſcovered herſelfe. This beleef made her grow pale, and tremble from head to 
foot , which ations of a perſon quite beſide her ſelfe, ſhe neither durſt look me in 
the face , nor ſtir from the place where ſhe ſtood , and keeping her eyes faſt upon 
the ground, remain'd a long time in a poſture that teſtified her ſurpriſe,and her -irrt- 
ſolution. . Art laſt ſhe broak herſilence , and unmoveableneſſe, and caſting her ſelfe 
of a ſudden at my feet , redoubled my aſtoniſhment by that aRioni; 1 was already 
ſer down upon one of the ſeates, and beholding her in that condition ;' I had neitht! 
ſtrength to raiſe her up ,; ' nor courage to aske the cauſe of what ] ſaw z bit ſhe dren 
meout of that perplexity , when withour lifting up her eyes to me.: Madam ( fad 
ſhe) it has pleas'd the Gods that my deceipr, ſhould be at laſt diſcoverea, and my happyneſt, 
though but ant imperfett one , has in the end begot an envy in them. This miſerable man, 
Whom they ſaved from the waters was to periſh by a more noble deſtiny , and that death W# 
roo common for a perſon whom they reſerved to ſuch extraordinary fortunes. I am ## 


smpoſtor , 


UMI 


IAC. Ac. cos acc. SE. oc an 


A 5 ET AS - * 


a. 7 = 


* -*” 5 Gr” ts. WS WW TT Wh aw 


ſervks no mercy 5 and 1 [ibmit my ſelf to the Yi roliy bf thiſe Litws, which k bf 
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Impoſtor, I am a Deceiver, I have abuſed Your gbodneſſe, With ih impudenth that de- 


hath eſtabliſhed atainft ours; you may take revenge pon the brother , [s the Bobs 
T «#1 and Gupif the 4; fox: by for rhe Singh of the fall © ithi: 5 bh 
that Prince, equally happy and unfortunate, ſaved from Pipwrack,, to thd Bis Life Here 
ploriouſly at your fer, and tov proud of hu fate, Fo hee revived from an ordinary 
death, only that | e may die for love, and that of the faireſt, and moſt lovely Princeſſe 
in the world. 1 implore not your goodnefſe here , to obtain a drdon which I have not 
deſerved ; the Gods are my Ln that I no longer love # th whic h begins to tnpleae 


jen; and 1 proteſt affo before them, that I Will for abate any thing. my affettion to Jon, 
ly 


rhinth yob prenownce the ſentence of death arainft me. This lovely Impoſtor fait Tra- 
KR wotde but Lee no car to them, {nd was fo ſeiz'd with that winlook'd 
ju declaration, that I had ſcarceAny ſenſe or knowledge remaining. _ 
© Inftantly all my thoughts ran toward revenge , and my reſentment , faid the 
theat that had beech put upon me, before my « yes in fo lively colours, that I could 
mot but break forth with violence ; All the faygurs he had ſtoln from me, all che 
familiarities I had infiocently granted him, camE*thironging into my inemory,, and 
nidkitig a mixtufe of ſhame and anger, kirkdled in my face a colour like fire , and in 
my minde adeadly wrath ; yes, wrath, ſhame, and deſpite, join'd all wh er to 
ttanſport me t6 the ruine of that deceiver 3 and made tie believe I ought to ex- 
pofe him to the rigour of our Laws, and with his blood, waſh off the injury hee 
bad done unto mine innocence. | ends | © 
In theſe firſt motions, after having look'd_ upon him with a threathing &ye,. 
*Traitofr, (faid I) thou ſhalt die, and fince thy Treachery is without example, thy 
* death ſhall ſerve for an example, to all thoſe of thy ſex, who ſhall attempt to, put 
* that Tyraaical yoak again upon ours, which we ſo nobly have ſhaken off, Ho 
' for no mercy from her, thou haſt ſo unworthily offended, and ſince thou haſt 
*baſely abuſed that innoceht affetion, I bore to thee, die for the reparation of a 
\crime, which all thy blood cannot waſh away. oy 
The feigned Or;rhia, while I ſpoke theſe words ; continued ſtill upon her knees, 
and affoon as 1 had ended them : Tes, Madam; ( replied ſhee , with an aſſured 
ioice) f will die, and 7 value that death above the Empire of the Amazons. *T is 
no ſmall recompence to Orontes, for the ſervices he hath done you, to have the ho- 
noir fo die for you; and l proteſt to you by theſe fair eges . whith Will light me, 
fs my grave, 7 die ſatisfied, ſince for the reparation of the offence 7 have cm, 
ive you a life, that never was but yours. Onely, Madam, if the remembrance 
of that affetion, which you juſtly — me for having #nworthily abuſed, be not cri.. 
winal iv your minde, 7 conjure you by the blood 7 am going to ſhed, to receive. it for 
the expiation of my guilt, and not to preſerve any hatred Ties my death, to him who 
hath indeed offended the Princeſſe Thaleſtris, but alſo who to ſatsfie ber, dies for the Prin- 
ceſſe Thaleſtris. | My 1 gt RT | | 
© While hee ſpoke on this manner, I made ſome Oecg0n, nog the ſervices he 
had done mie, and'upon the proofs which with ſa much hazard he had given me 0 
a moſt pure, and perfe& affeftion : This conſideration mollitied me a lirtle, and 
e cofiſtancy of his laſt words, added to the grace wherewith he accompanied them, 
tiade' meflacken ſomething of the ſtriRneſſe of my-firſt motions which had deſti- 
ned hinj to'death, and made me believe I could not without ingratitude; and inhuma- 
nity, ſacrifice a life which he had ſo voluntarily given me , and which he often had 
ſet at naught for the preſervation of mine. 

In theſe laſt choughts I caſt mine eyes again upon him, and forcing back ſome 
ſighs, which hindred the courſe of my,words, * I will not take thy life; (ſaid 1) I 
* give it to thoſeſervices I have received from thee,and I leave it to the remorſe of thy 
* own conſcience, which ſhall revenge me for the offence thou haſt committed. Live 
" to repent thy crime, but live ſo far from hence, that I may never ſee thee upon our 
* Territories again. | 
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Having ſaid thus, -I roſe from the place where I was fate, and went out of 
Arbour ſo troubled, .that I knew not what to do with my ſelf : I took no heed 
became of Orontes, and going back to the place where | had left Hippolira, it WAS nor 
long before I found ber again : She preſently obſerv'd an alteration in m 
nance, and having asked me the cauſe; *Ah! Hippolita , ( ſaid I) what ſtrung 
© news have Ito tell thee z bur ſtay till we be in my Chamber ; I am now ſo beſ: 
© my ſelf, that I am not ableto tell it thee. | 

1 his Wench was very diſcreet, and I had ſo perfect a confidence in her, that I w, 
wont to diſcover my moſt ſecret thoughts to her, and indeed that which was befah 
me, was important enough, to be concealed from every body elſe, and the life of g. 
rontes, Was in to0 manifeſt a danger , if he had been known by our other Wain, 
After that the reſtof my Maids were come to us again, I went back toward m 
Chamber, whither I was no ſooner come, but having commanded Hippolira to bl 
every body withdraw, I related my adventure to her. She was wonderfully or 
priſed atit, and bore the ſame part in that misfortune ſhe was wont to bear in al 
things that concerned mee ; yet ſhee having naturally a great deale of gn. 
and the feigned Orithia having taken much care to gain her friendſhip, ſhe deplo 
his diſaſter with words that begot ſome pity in my ſelf, and took the liberty to accu 
mee of ſome inhumanity, | | 

At firſt I was augry with her, and vvith ſpecious reaſons juſtified my uſage 
him;z but in the = nine to remember all the aftions of that counterfeit 4. 
mazone, and repreſenting to my ſelf her m_ faſhion, and her excellent 
ties, I was carried away to ſome compliance with Hippolita's Diſcourſe, jay 
could not perſwade my ſelfe to repent what J had done, yet did I at leaſt inclix 
to ſome compaſſion of that Prince his misfortunes, and to a great deale of ſq. 
row for my own, which had conſtrained mee to baniſh a perſon for ever, wheh 
merit and roms ſervices, had wrought in mee a ſtrong inclination. 

Wee ſpent the reſt of the day in that entertainment, and the night followin, 
I was rolled with great diſquiets , this accident furniſhed matcer enough to cl 
them , and the day began to appeare, before I had ever cloſed my eyes. Wha 
it was dinner time, the Queen asked for Orithia, but ſhee came not , and Is 
ſervants of whom they enquired after her, affirmed that fince the day before ft 
had not returned unto her Lodging. That anſwer put the Queen into ſome tro- 
ble, and having cauſed her to bee ſought all the reſt of the day in vaine, ſhe 
was extreamly grieved, either for her departure, or for the accident that might har 
befallen he. 

Can it bee poſſible , ( ſaid ſhee) that eur deare Orighia hhowld have left u, 
without bidding us farewell * But ought wee wot rather to feate ſome muy 
tune —_—_ her from us , and deprives 1 of the moſt amiable perſon in the 
World ? 

Theſe words which the Queene ſpoke in my game » began to touch ny 
heart, and the Gods who deſtined me to many diſaſters, already gave me an ur 


profitable repentance; At night being retired into my Chamber, and ready to go 
to bed, Hippolira delivered me a Letter, which ſhe had receiv'd from one of Orithids 
Women, whom of all abour her ſhe truſted moſt; I judg'd inſtantly that it came 
from her, and' would not have taken ir, but that I waa perſecuted by Hippolita , who 
was abſolutely reſoly'd 1 ſhould ſeethe laſt marks of the affeRtion of a perſon thit 
had fo pPey lovdme; I was forced to yeild to her, and afſoon as 1 was in be, 
reaking it open, J read theſe words. 


J took it, and 


The 
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The Guilty ORITHIA, to the Divine 
THALESTRIS: 


Madam, | | 

« F Depart, as you havecommanded me, and with your 
« Þ ſighc, 1 forſake this Countrey, from whence you have 
« baniſhed me forever: 'Tis notto avoid death, that I goe 
«away , for | ſhould have runne boldly to demand it of the 
«Queene, for the puniſhment of my crime, if I could 
& have died in that manner, without intereſſing you in my 
& death ; the caule of it would without queſtion have bro- 
«Ken forth, and you would have received diſpleaſures by it, 
« which would have afflied me more ſenſibly then death it 
«ſelf. 1goe thereforeto (eek it far from hence, andto free 
«he Earth from that ambitious Orithia,who by the greatneſs 
« of her crime, hath merited your indignationz nor could ſhe 
© however, haverefiſted that remorſe to which you gave her 
« over, and which would juſtly have puniſhed her, for having 
«troubled the tranquillity of your ſoul, I begge ofthe Gods 
"to reſtore it you for ever, and to conlerve it as entire to 
«you, as have, and will unto my grave, that paſſion which 
«leads mee thither, by its violence, by your will, and by 
* the knowledge of my fault, In the mean time, moſt divine 
«Princefle, if the prayers of one ſo guilty may be receiy'd by 
«you, {uffer mee yet once again to 1mplore your pardon for 
«the offence | have committed, and at the extreamity of my 
«life, to conjure you, not to hate the memory of a perſon 
«* who hath offended you, onely in loving you, and who hath 
«loy'd you, onely with the moſt pure,and perfef affeRion, a 
«heart is able to conceive. Grant mee this favour with ge- 
«neroſity, asI give you my life with joy, and if the fault 
of the guilty Orithia, come ſometimes 1nto your minde, 
«remember that if ſhee was too blame, 'twas rather through 
*©love, then malice, and that though ſhee was imprudent, 
© though ſhee was preſumptuous, yet was ſhee ever fairhfull; 
*and died as (he had lived yours. 


I know not how to expreſle to you, Sir, with what motions my ſoul was i" 
L1 3 cn, 
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ed, at the reading of this Letter, but certainly tenderneſſe and pity, never prody. 
ced more ſudden , nor more powerfull effets in an heart prepoſleſs'd with an 
and reſentment;then they did ar that time in mine. I ler the Letter fall upon my bed. 
and looking upon Hippolita, withont one word, I ſet forth my ſorrow by my filence 
and by ſome tears, which I-could not uy retain, Then it was that Orithia re. 
pretented her ſelf unto my eyes, in her moſt lovely ſhape, and if to baniſh thoſe 
thoughts that argued for her ; I fancied her to my ſelf as that preſumptuous Oronte, 
who Jad maliciouſly deceived me, and abuſed my favours, and my eafineſſe; ſhee 
would return within a moment into my memory, as that charming Orithia, who had 
expoſed her ſelf unto ſuch manifeſt hazards, to ſee me, and to ſerve me, who in; 
ſtorm of blows had ſaved me from a death , which without her = had been in. 
evitable ; who by her valour had reſtored mee the Queen my Mother, who by, 
thouſand ations of that nature, had heretofore won my heart with a moſt abſolute 
Empire, and for a concluſion died for me, and died with a reſignation and a fidelity 
which the rigour of - my uſage had not been able to ſhake, 

O Gods ! howſenſible was this remembrance to mee, and how nearly did thx 
conſideration touch me. I took up the Letter again, and reading every word of 
it over and over divers times, I ſuffered my ſelf to be inſenſibly caried away into 
compaſſion very little different from that which is called Love. All that Prince hy 
good qualities, and all the proofs he had given mee of his affetion , appeared unty 
me then with ſo much advantage, that it was impoſſible for me to defend myſelf 
both againſt the grief for his misfortune, and againſt the birth of that paſſion, for 
which 1 ſince have ſo much ſuffered. 

In ſhort, Sir, if I lov'd him as Orithia before, I began now to love him as 6- 
yontes, and could neither finde ſtrength enough in the conſideration of that vertue 
I had propoſed unto my ſelf, nor in that of our Laws to reſiſt the violence of ny 
deſtiny. HI ſpent the night in cruell agitations, and if I went to ſhut my eyes, in 
hope that fleep would give ſome reſpite to my diſquiets, Oroxtes came preſ; 
into my imagination, with that gracefulneſſe which accompanied all his ations, 

It 6 not juſt(me thought he ſaid)Thaleſtris,char you ſhould enjoy a repoſe, whit 
you have robbed me of for ever; aWake to think upon this unfortunate man,whom you hav 
ruined ; remember that I have forſaken my Conntrey, my kindred, and my life iti 
ro love you, that } have Witneſſed my love, by proofs, which perhaps have no exampl, 
and that for all my rewvard you have baniſhed mee from your feght for ever , if yu 
will bee quit With mee, and capable of that fleep you ſeek, for , reſtore mee the yearn, 
which with ſo much perill of my life , ? have ſpent in your ſervice ; pat your [if 
again in the condition you were #pon the breach of Phryne , and into / many other 
dangers, from Which my valexr alone hath delivered you ; and in ſhort , if you cn 
poſſible, make all that us paſt, never to have been, and you ſhall be free from that remar{ 
ro Which f leave the care of revenging me, and with Which } may more juſtly thre 
rex you, rhen you can me. 

This Diſcourſe ſeemed to argue inceſſantly in mine ears; and my grief making 
my fancy work exceeding ſtrongly, ] paſs'd from this thought to a more diſmall one, 
and imagined Orontes either dead, or dying for me. 

Behold, Thaleſtris, (faid he in my minde) behold the brave effeft of thy cruelty, | 
could not live , after the ſentence of dearth thou didft pronounce againſt mee, ®w] 
own hand hath apo mee from thoſe miſerizs. to which thou inhumanely hadſt conden- 
ned mee, See the happy concluſion of a Love full of reſpeft, and fidelity ; and ſee th 
worthy recompence of the ſervices } have ſo zealouſly, and ſo diſcreetly rendred thes 

In theſe thoughts and entertainments, ] paſs'd the whole night, and the next morn- 
ing J was fo ill that ] could not riſeall that day. J made no difficulty to truſt Hip- 
lita with my diſquiets, and with the birth of my affetion. That diſcreet Wench en- 
deavoured to comfort mee, and to baniſh from my minde thoſe thoughts which fruit- 
leſly aflited mee ; Shee repreſented how unprofitable thoſe refle&tions were , and 
though ſhe took 0rertes his part, her belief that the miſchief was then o—_ 
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made her uſe all attempts to put him out of my remembrance. The Queen my Mo- 
cher came to ſee mein bed, and being her ſelf deeply afflited for the departure , or 
lofſe of 0-ithia, ſhe thought it not ſtrange that J was ſo ſenſibly grieveJ. 

] ſpent many days in ſtriving with my ſelf to baniſh chat fad remembrance out of 
my minde, and to that end diverted my felf with company, hunting , exerciſes, and 
all the paſſe times, which formerly had been able to charm part of my diſcontents, 
but ] no longer found the ſame vertuein them, and whereſoever J was, or whatſoever 
J did. the image of Orontes was ſtill before me, and by his reproaches troubled the 
repoſe J vainly ſought for. 

Sometimes when }J was alone, or accompanied only by Hippolita, after havin 
long ſtruggled with my diſquiets, * Ah ! Oronres, (would ] cry) notwithſtanding al 
© the cauſe thou haſt to accuſe me of —_ if my thoughts were known to thee, 
*thou wouldſt without doubt bee fatished, and thou never deſiredſt more affetion 
*from me, then J now have granted thee. But, alas ! how fruitleſſe is both my af- 
* fe&ion, and my repentance, thou wilt never return into this Countrey where thy 
* ſervices have been (o ill -—— and perchance thou art no longer in a condition to 
be ſatisfied with either of them. _ 

] never ended theſe kinde of ſpeeches without ſome tears, and that long War I 
made againſt my ſorrows. and againſt my remorſe , wrought a very great alteration 
in my humour, and in my countenance. I will rot detain you longer, Sir, inthe tedi- 
ous recitil of my diſquiets ; I had ſpent many moneths in this courſe of life, when 
my grief received a fatal ſurcharge, and ] had not yet dried up my tears for the loſſe 
of Orithia, when the death of the Queen = Mother, gave mee a ſad occaſion to 
pour them forth afreſh. That good Princeſle who ſo dearly lov'd me, was taken a. 
way in the flower of her age, and a ſudden, violent Feaver, robb'd me of her in the 
ſpace of eight days. 

I will not trouble you with the particularities of her ſickneſs, which had nothing re- 
markable, but will ontly tell you, that a few howres before her end, having ſent for 
me to her bedſide, and alledged ſome reaſons to comfort me for her loſſe, ſhe gave 
me inſtructions torule by, and conjured me with the moſt ardent intreaties her affe. 
ion could furniſh ber withall in that laſt period of her life, never to permit that: our 
Laws ſhould be violated, and to periſh for the conſervation. of that liberty , which 
our predeceſſors had obtained by their fword, and which tilt then we had & coura- 
geouſly defended. 1 anfwered her onely with my tears and ſighs, and within a few 
moments after ] had receiv'd her laſt embraces, I ſaw ber ſhut her eyes fos ever. This 
remembrance interrupted the fair e-f1mazons diſcourſe, and cauſing her to ſhed tears, 
obliged Oroondates, to ſpeak ſome words of conſolation to her , but within a while 
after being a little ſettled, ſhe went on with her ſtory on this manner. 

] make you judge, Sir, of the greatnefle.of my afflition, and will not ſpend time 
in painting it forth unto you, ſince the greatneſs of my love to ſo good a Mother,may 


give you fome knowledge of it. I did all that the weakneſs of Women. makes them 


uſe to doe in fuch like encounters; 1 wept, I tore my hair, and was for many days | 


incapable of comfort ; but in the end, my grief wore away, with time, reaſen, and 
the perſwaſions of my friends, who deſired me to leave off my lamentations , to take 
ſome care of governing my ſubjects, 

I was ſolemnly Crown'd, and receiv'd power over the Scepter, in a ſeaſon when 
my youth, and paſſions made me incapable of any over my felf. I began my Reign 
with tranquillicy enough, and Þ was willing according to Orithia's counſels,.to ſwee- 
ten the harfhneſs of our Laws a little, and take away from them that touch; of {a- 
vageneſs which they had. } forbad our Women to kill any of their male children, 
and commanded them only to make them be caried away among the (; ; Can Yang 
ethers of our Neighbours, and to change them for daughters, if they found any op- 
portunity. 1 ordained,that thoſe men who. by Tempeſts or any other accidents were 


7 


caft upon our Territories,ſhould not beilluſed, and that they ſhauld only be made | 


to go forth of them again, without receiving any other injury. 
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J altred many other things in the ſeverity of our Cuſtomes, and put a milder face 
upon my Government,then it was wont to have under the Reign of former Queens, 
1 caus'd our Towns and Sea-Ports to be fortified , our arms to be well kepr, and our 
exerciſes to be continued with great aſſiduity. Our Women became more active and 
more courageous, then ever they had been, and finding in me(as they aid) a ſt-ength 
and vigour above my ſex, they grew Warlike by my exam ple, and deveſted themſely 
of all their weakneſſes, to acquire a true valour and fortitude. The time J had tg 
ſpare from theſe imployments, was ſpent in reading, or in other exerciſes of the 
minde and a good part cf it was given to the remembrance of my dear Q-irthja, 
J repreſented her to my ſelf ſometiines as Orithia 5 ſometimes as Orontes, but always 
as a perſon infinite lovely, and infinitely beloved of me. 

My dear Orithia, (ſaid I ſometimes) Why didft thou appear unto mine eyes, but us 4 
flaſh of Lightning, and why did the Gods preſent thee #nro the unfortunate Thaleſtris, 
_ onely to takes thee from her ſight forever? But ( ſaid ] again) crwel and imprudent 

Thaleſtris, why didſt thou aniſh her thy ſelf, Whom noW thou vainly bewaileſt ? Or ra- 
ther, Why duſt tho vainly bewail the want of that Which thou baſt loſt only by thine otyn 
will ? 

] diſcourſed often with Hippelita upon that ſubje, and bringing into our talk all 
the actions of that feigned Amazon,which were the moſt capable to have made us diſs 
cover her, we admired at our blindneſſe, which had laſted for ſo long a time. Itis 
true, that Orontes had lived with ſo great a modeſty, and ſo great warineſs amongſt 
us, that it was not eaſie to know him for a man, and beſides that deceipt, was no- 
thing ſo Cithcult amongſt us as amongſt other Women, and though I have wondred 
to ſee ſuch like diſguiſes in Hiſtory, asthat of Achilles among the daughters of Lycw- 
medes, there was no ſuch cauſe of wonder amongſt us, in whom that Martial 
ſence,and humour, (which might have diſcovered the truth of his ſex, imongll © 
ther women) was as ordinarily found,as amongſt men. This was it that favoured 
the deceipt of Oronrtes, who inthat fiercenels which accompanied him in fight, in his 
words,and in his actions, had nothing that was not common in our Women. The 
real affeRion I then bore him, was ſo ſettled in my heart, thatif I had not yet re 
tain'd ſome care of a reputation, which contrary to our Laws and Cuſtomes , I ws 
reſoly'd to keep inviolable, I ſhould have ſent Hippelira to ſeek him, with chargeto 
bring him back to me, if ſhe wereſo happy as to finde him in Scythia, Beſides this 
conlideration, I was withheld by the ditticulties, or rather by che impoſſibilities I 
met with in the ſtate of my affairs, ſince 1 could not think of taking Oronres for my 
husband, without forſaking both the Empire, and Countrey of the Amazons, who 
for my particular intereſt would never have conſented to the loſle of their Liberties, 
and of their Cuſtomes. Theſe reaſons made me take patience in my misfortune, and 
turn all my thoughts to my ordinary imploiments, and to the care of my Govern- 
ment. 

I paſs'd a whole year without other troubles then thoſe of my mind,and with much 
more tranquillity in my Dominions then in my heart. I at my coming to the Crown 
had confirm'd the Truce, which the Queen my Mother had made with the Jan 
our Neighbours, and our uſual Enemies. Neobarzanes bad been their Governor 
under Darizs, and having of late followed eAlexanders parry, he by him was con- 
firm'd in the abſolute Authority of that Kingdome, and in as Soveraigna power, as 
if he had been lawful King of it. That ambitious man deſiring to enlarge his Cons 
fines, and to extirpate us Women,who had always held him play, and often put him 
tothe worſt, took the Field , and invaded our Territories with an Army of thirty 
thouſand men : They at firſt made ſome progreſs upon our Frontiers, and defeated 
ſome of our Forces, whom the Truce had made ſecure and negligent ; but within 2 
while after being fate down to beſiege one of our Cities , they gave me the leiſurets 
raiſe an Army as ſtrong as theirs. I march'd ſtraight toward them in good order, 
and with great diligence, and they no ſooner had the news, but they rais'd their ſiege, 
and advanced to meet us with Colours flying, The Armies met in a plain , which 
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is berween the [rand the Thermodoon, and having heard that Neobarzaves had given 
the command of his lett Wing to his Brother 75/aphernes, a man who- by, his: valour 
had acquird a mighty reputation in War, and. kept the right Wing for himſelf. I 
followed his example, and giving my lett to Menalippa, I took the right my ſelf, that 
I might encounter T7 ;/aphernes, whom 1 beliey'd much more dangerous then bis bro 
ther. 1 was not deceived in my expeRation,for at the ſhock of the two Armies, T7 i- 
ſaphernes and | charged one another; and having broken our Javelins without ef. 
fet, we began a combat with our ſwords, the ſight whereof would have been plea- 
ſing enough, it we had been permitted to continue init, but the throng having parted, 
us, weran both ro our Commands, I will not weary you with the Relation of that 
Battel, it was ſufficiently bloudy, and the Victory was diſputed by the death of a 
great number ; but in the end it proved ours, -and the Enemies loſt the Field, with 
hfteen thouſand of their men, but not without having ſlain ſeven or eight thouſand 
of our Women, and wounded many of the reſt, The night hindred a more general 
defeat, and the next morning by break of day, the Cilicians finding their loſle, diſ- 
encamped, and drew off from us ; the incommodity of our hurt Women, and the 
ſuddenneſs of their departure, kept us from hot purſuing. them ; wee nevertheleſſe 
march'd after them,and falling often upon the. Rear of ſuch as were caſt behinde, we 
accompanied them to their Frontiers with a great deal of execution, While we were 
in doubt whether we ſhould enter into thejr Territories after them, intelligence came 
to us that they had received a ſupply of ten thouſand men. This news hindred us 
from paſſing farther, and made us ſtand upon our guard ; and Neobarzanes and Ti- 
ſaphrraes,were ſo pufft up with it, that within three days after they preſented;us bat- 
tel again. Some of our Women tg whom riper years had given more experience, and 
more fear of danger, were of opinion we ought to refuſe it z the more couragious 
ceſired it,and I held part with them, and had a mind todecide the buſineſs by a gene- 
ral defeat. The ground inforced me to divide our Army into three Bodies, and I 
gave the third to Clizemneſtra. Aſſoon as the appointed. day, appeared , the. Armies 
were in Battalia, and march'd toward one another with a great deal of eagerneſſe. 
The day was very fair,and the Sun ſhining upon our arms,made the two Armies a gal- 
lant ſight ; bur it was quickly, changed, .and all the beauty they had intheir drawing | 
neer, was inſtantly loſt in horcqur, and in the blood that was ſpilr. ng 
My Narration would be too long, if 1 ſhould deſcend to the particulars-,of that 
battel, but I beljeve that never any was more bravely fought, and that animoſity never 
produced more | mv effets. All the Squadrons were mingled pell mell, and we kil- 
led one another without order,and without pity, when T:/aphernee knowing me again, 
made way with his Sword to come to charge me,and aſſoon as he yas within hearing, 
I pray thee (cryed he) let ws finiſh the Combat we began at the former battel , and let us 
WwithdraW out of this crowd,thas we may end it without hindrance and without advantage. 
I anſwered him only with my head,and making him a ſign to follow me, I put on 
my Horſe to the place where I ſaw the freeſt room. He came couragiouſlly after me, 
and when we.were gotten out of that thick multitude,ſeeing me turn about, be ſtruck 
me ſuch a blow upon the head,that he beat down my creſt,with the plumes, that cove- 
red it; and perceiving me a little dazled,he went to redouble it, but Iruſh'd directly 
upon him,and luckily finding the defe& of his Curaſs, Iran my ſword up to the hilts 
in his right ſide. © 7 :aphernes fell dead with the wound; but he was hardly down, and 
my ſword free in my hand,when I was charg'd behind with a ſtroak which was like to 
have laid me among the Horſes feet. I clapt ſpurs to mine, and facing about toward 
him that had ſtruck me,] ſaw Neobarzanes himſelf, who to ſuccor, or revenge his bro- 
ther, fell upon me with a great many of his men ; 1 ſought him out in the middeſt of 
hem, and aiming my ſword at his very eyes,I gave him ſuch a terrible ſhock; that 1 ſet 
im beſide his ſaddle,and made him tumble under the feet of his Followers. They got 
round about him preſently,and ſome of them helping him again on horſeback, the reſt 
came pouring upon me with exceeding fury ; I had then been in a great deal. of dan- 
ger, if Menalippa had not reſcued me with ſome of her Troups ; and the wear 
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drawing up theirs within a very ſhort ſpace, the moſt dangerous, and det ſervice 
proved to + there. We fought ſo obſtinately, that both Armies were almoſt defez- 
ted , but though the ViRory according to probability was more =y to have been 
theirs, we 0btained itar the laſt, with the death of above ten thouſand of our Wo- 
men. Thar great loſſe did ſo exaſperate me againſt Neobarzaves and his ſoldiers,that 
I was blindly obſtinate in the purſuit of them : true it is,that 1 difdained all the reſt to 
fix upon'rhe perſon of the Chief, and by killing or taking him priſoner, to decide our 
eternal quarrel. This deſife made mefall in eagerly among the run-aways, and not 
confidetitig that 1 was followed by but few of my Amazons, I ingaged my ſelf in a 
Wo6d,' where Neobarzarer had rallied partof the Cavalry he had left. 1 found my 
etrrour when 1 was inthe midſt of them, but *twas roo late to helpit, and the Ene- 
my having diſcovered the ſmalneſs of the namber that purſued them, made an halr, 
and/inviton'd us on 41l fides. I may ſay without vanity, that we in that occaſion did 
all that yatiant and defperare perſons could do in ſuch a like encounter. 1 made part 
of them that o»poſted me, fall at my feet, and getting ro Neobarzanes in ſpite of 
chem,Tdiſtiounted him a ſecond time, but he was inſtantly raken up by his men, and 
out t&fNitnice ſerving otily to txaſperate them againſt us, they charg'd us ſo furi 

oi every fide, that all our Women were ſlain upon the place, and my horſe being ki 
led with's thouſand wounds, left me upon the ground at the mercy of my Enemies, 1 
expected tiothing from then but dearh, and I ſhould certainly have receiv'd it, if Nee- 
batrz.anes had not commanded them to take me alive. They preſently went about to 
dv ir, and it was itnpofſible for me to hinder them, ſo that after having vainly defend- 
ed my liberty,1 was taken, difarm'd of my ſword,and tyed upon an horſe , which was 
preſently ſent away, for feare I ſhould bee reſcaed by the Troups I had left behinde ; 
they caried me away with fo much ſpeed,rhat within an howre I was brought toPhryne 
that fare City, which before we had taken by the vatour of Orithia, and which the 
Cilici4ns had afterward recovered from'us. There it was that Neobarzanes gathered 
up his run-aways and ſhut himſelf in with ther , though the place was not yet very 
well fortified ; but he knew our broken Ferces were hot in a condition to beſiege it, 
nor eo attempt any thing upon his Territories withour freſh Supplies, This conſide 
ration thade him reſolve, there to expe the event of that War, that hee might give 
Orders upon the Frotiiers, till more ſtrength came ro him from Tharſws. Judge, 
Sir, of thy grief and ſhame to ſee my ſelf irthe power of my moſt cruel Enemies and 
of the imprecations1 uttered againſt fortune that had ſaffered me to fall into their 
hands,and not to periſh in the Fight with the valianteſt of my Women. I began to 
deplore my Captivity, with the faddeſt words my ſorrow could bring forth, when I 
was led before Neob#rzanzs ; ſome lightharts I had which they vouchſafed not to 
get dreſs'd, nor I to defire that favour, or to hope for any from them after the loſle 
they had ſuſtain'd, Aſſoon as Neobarzgnes ſaw me, he could ſcarce forbear revilings, 
and the remembrance of a brother whom he had dearly lyv'd, and whom I had killed 
before his face, was ſo powerfully renued in him, that he was ready to have put mein- 
ſtantly to death ; bat having caſt his eyes npon my face, hee found ſomething there 
that molkfied part of his anger , and reſtrain'd the impetuouſneſs of that fury, 
which caried him headlong to my deſtrution; Yet coutd he not ſo well contain him- 
ſelf; but that looking upon me with eyes ſparkling with wrath, The Gods, bloody we 
man | (faid he) have at laſt delivered thee into his hands, whom they have deſtined for ht 
phe of thy e#melries, and if the death of my dear brother, and of ſo many thouſand of 
my ſolditrs, which cyies for vengeance againſt thee,cannat be ſatufied with that of one W' 
wan, T ſtall at leaſt have this ſatisfattion ts paniſh the head 4; the crimes of the whole bi- 
dy ,and to 4 baſe my brothers ghoſt by the blood of her that deprived me of hins, 

'T heartf chefe words wirhour being terrified, and having look'd a good while upon 
bimwith a difdain, char might have incenſed him more; I replied at laſt without be- 
ing moved,” © I expeded neither favour, nor good uſage of thee,( N eobarzanes ) 

* I ſhould'think it a ſhane to receive that from thee which thou never ſhewedlſt to 1 
© body, doe not believe thou canſt affrighe me with thy threats, Fortutie the r p 
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* deſs thou adoreſt,and vvho puffs up ſuch empty ſouls, never had any Empire over 
" mine,and can neither dejeR it,nor ſubdue it to thee ; thou alone art guilty of thoſe 
*cruelties with which thou reproacheſt me. 1 have defended my Territories , which 
* contrary tothe Law of Nations,and thy promiſe given:, thou unjuſtly didſt invade, 
_ * and if thy brother,and thy foldiers have fallen in thy quarrel, they died like valiant 
* men, and have received that puniſhment for thy crimegfrom which thou feedeſt thy 
* ſelf by flight. Theſe words were enough to miandlh his fury, and carry him to ex- 
treamities againſt a perſon who braved him,and injured him, though a priſoner. Bur 
that little beaury wherewith ſome had flatter'd me, upon which he caſt his eyes with 
moſt baſe, and guilty deſigns, ſuſpended his anger, and hindred it from breaking forth 
with violence, but not him from anſwering with a ſharp and dangerous ſmile. Fee 
will ſee whether thy conſtancy will hold ont to the end, and if thou wilt be as conragions in 
the certainty of thy death,as thou art in the expeFtation of a pardon, which thou vainly hc- 
peſt for by reaſon of thy ſex. Though he ſpoke theſe words with a cholerick voice , hee 
caſt looks at me which were ſufficient to make me doubt his violence, and command- 
ing me tobe taken away, he had alſo the care to give order that Chirurgians ſhould 
be ſent to dreſs my wounds, I was carried back into the Chamber,which was given me 
for my priſon, and though my Captivity caus'd as much grief in me,as a couragious 
heart was capable to feel,ſome remainder of that deſire which vve have naturally for 
life,made me give way to the care that was taken of my wounds. Aſſoon as Iwas in 
bed, they were ſearch'd and dreſs'd,but they were ſuch fleight ones, that the Chirur- 
ians did not doubt but they would be healed ina few days. I was not a little con- 
ftirm'd in my belief, that Neobarzanes his anger was afſwaged , when I ſaw women 
ſent to wait upon me, from whoſe ſight I receiv'd much conſolation, That was the 
thing I had moſt deſired in my misfortune, and I feared nothing ſo much, as to ſee 
my ſelf among men, whoſe converſation 1 was not uſed to, and from whom 1 ap- 
prehended violence. The ſecond day of my Captivity, I learn'd from the Women 
that ſerved me, that they did not believe that Neobarzanes would puc me to death, 
and the third they told me he had ſent to enquire after my health. As I had not been 
terrified by his threats, ſo neither was 1 tended with that alteration, and I reſoly'd 
for the worſt events a Captive could expeR,except the loſſe of my honour, for the de- 
fence whereof 1 determined to ſuffer death,if any body ſhould go about to aſſault it. 
The fair Queen was in this part of her Story, when ſhe was interrupted by Amin- 
tas,who came to ſee her wound ; Thaleſtris put forth her arm, and after he had dreſ- 
ſed it,and aſſured her of a ſpeedy cure,ſhe ſet her ſelf in her former poſture, and went 
on thus with her Diſcourſe. 


The end of the Third Book. 
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&& He uſage 1 had received from Neobarzanes, at the beginning of 

z my caprivitie, began quickly to alter for the better 3 and the 
gd women, that were appointed to wait upon mee, began to 
ſery mee with verie great diligence and reſpe&t. Neobarzanes 
ſent often to ſee how I did, and when my wounds permitted 
> mee to leav my bed,hee came himſelf into my Chamber ; 1 was 
ſurpriſed at that unexſpetted viſite ; and if I would have fol- 
lowed my firſt motions, I had given him a reception, which 

SdbV without queſtion would have kept him from coming any 
more : but conliderMmg the power hee had over mee, and how much his former be+ 
haviour might bee excuſed by the death of his Brother, and the loſs of his Armie,] be- 
liev'd it fit tor mee to receiv him as a man that repented his having uſed mee ill, though 
his pretences for it were ſpecious enough , and as a man whom I ought not to ex- 
aſperate, if I had deſired to ſecure what it was in his power to take from mee by vio- 
lence : T heſe Reaſons obliged mee touſe him reaſonable civilly, which without doubt 
confirm'd his evil intentions, and that paſſion which had mollified him, and which 
brought him then into my Chamber, When hee had enquired after my health,and was 
ſet down by mee : Madam (ſaid hee) I doubt not but you are much offended with mee 
for my firſt uſage of you, and that you (till keep ſome reſentment of your ill welcom, 
and of the threats which my grief made mee utter againſt ſo fair a Queen, ahd one 
worthie of a better fortune, and of a better reception; but your goodneſs will pardon 
thoſe tranſports in a perſon, who by your hands hath loſt a Brother (who was ex- 
tremely dear to him,and whom his virtue made verie conſiderable to the whole world,) 
and (by the hands of your Souldiers) an Armie of fourtie thouſand men, the Relicks 
whereof can hardly bee perceived within this Citie;you will without queſtion, have ſom 
regard to fo lawful an anger, and will judg of the cauſ that ſuppreſſe's it, by my for- 
getting ſo great,and ſo late offences. 'Tis true,the bloud of my Brother,and of all my 
-Souldiers,demand's ſom ſatisfaftion from mee; but a force more powerful then nature, 
or reaſon of State,forbid's mee to give them any to your diſadvantage, and difarm's my 
rage, after having diſarnyd my heart of all that could defend it againſt you. I think 
this knowledg is ſufficient to make you underſtand my inclinations, and I cannot 
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declare them better then by repreſenting to you that they deveſt miee of thoſe of nature, 
and of my moſt tender affe&ions ; nor can I more truly teſtihe that] love you, then in 
joking for your ſake the remembrance of what 1 lov'd moſt dearly. Think not this 
Declaration ſtrange, I know it is a Diſcourſ to which you have not been accuſtomeg, 
but wee daily ſee greater changes; and if you had iuffer'd the acceſs of men, you would 
doubtleſs have engaged thern in that =_ Which hath made mee abſolutely yours; 
you hate them only,becauſyou know them not,and*twas an irregular caprichio of yogr 
Predeceſſors, that deprive's you of the ſocietie the gods have eſtabliſhed,and by hich 
and for which,the wotld (ubliſt's. You may if you pleaſ make ſom refle&tion upon what 
I have ſaid, and if arnong men whom you have alwates ſhunn'd, you can fiade any one 
worthie of your affeCtions, bee plea('d to caſt your cies upon mee, who have given you 
mine firſt, with an exceeding great reſpe&, and a molt abjolute Empire. Iamnct 
able, Sir,to expreſs how ntuch | was incenſed at this Diſcourſ,and how much I reſented 
that Captivitie which tonſtrain'd mee to ſuffer itz if 1 hadbeen at libertie, I would 
have puniſhed that inſolent fellow with mine own hands, and would have made him 
feel that force to the Purpoſe, of which hee had twice had experience to his (ſhame; 
but I had too many reaſons to moderate my furie,ſo that I ſuffer'd it not to riſe to that 
extremitiez and1 at that time had prudence cnough to difſemble part of it, but nct 
power enough over my face to keep it from beeing inflamed with a color like fire, nor 
over my tongue to hinder it from replying ſharply : Remember Neobarzanes that I am 
a Queen, though I bee your Priſoner, and that if che chance ot war hath given you 
ſom power over my bodie , my minde is fiill in its former libertie, and doc's no way | 
pareabee in the changes of my fortune. This firſt knowledg you give mee of men,confimy 
mee in my intention of hating them, if you perſevere in-yours; and this freedom you 
take to a Queen, whom her diſaſter hath brought into your hands, is a ſtrong. obſtacle 
againſt that eſteem vf them, you deftreto work in mee z therefore give over an unpro- 
fitable care, and a more unprofitable affeftion, and believ 1 ſhall value you as much, if 
ou uſe your fortune penerouſly ; as I ſhall difpiſe you, if it encourage you to unjult 
iberties, and fach as you cannot give your felt without unworthineſs. Though 
Neobarzanes was ſtung with this anſwer, yet did hee not ſhow himſelf much moveda 
ic, and after having continued a while ſilent, hee onely replyed, 1 doubted you would 
not receiv this firſt overture of my love without ſom diſptcaſure, but I alſo hoped chat 
time might ſweeten the ſharpneſs of your firſt motions, and make you finde that 1 may, 
withotit offending you, 'or abufing the power I have over you, make you an offerof 
my affefions. Time (aid 1) ſhall never make mee looſ my firſt r®olutions, nor canit 
do any thing to your advantage , batby ſuch uſage as is due to Priſoners of warof 
my qualitie. If yoa are my Priſoner of war (anſwered Neobarzanes) 1 am your priſoner 
of love, andif you aſe mee with any favor, 1 ſhall no longer conſider you as a Captive, 
bur as the ſovereign M® of my heart : Uſe mee (replied I cartly) as Thaleſtriz, who 
within theſe few daies hath conquered you in two ſet battels,and who by the defeating 
of your Forces,hath ſhewed her felf capable of another entertainment then that of your 
loves. Neobarzahes was touch'd with theſe words , and anſwered mee with a tmile 
mingled wich ſom ſharpneſs : You are capable both of war and of love,and will make 
both , if you follow the courſ of your Predeceflors, how great averſion ſoEver they 
have expreſſed in their goverriment againſt men , they have not conſerved themſelw 
without them,nor were you born your ſelf withour their aſſiſtance. This reproach made 
mee bluſh for ſhame,and confirmed mee in the diſlike of that ill cuſtom which neceflitic 
had introduced amongſt our women ; wherenpon I ſhew'd Neobarzanes that I reſented 
it, by theſe words : If ty Predecefſors have don amiſs, I will not imitate them, and 
though 1 were ſo baſe as to follow their evil cuſtoms, or ſo impradent as to aboliſh 
their good ones, and ſubmit my ſelf to a man by lawful waies, I ſhould never make 
choice of Neobarzanes, Time (replied hee, riſfing up) will inſpire you with other 
thoughts, and mitigate that cruel humor, which ill becom's ſo fair a perſon, 1 give you 
leiſure therefore to conſider, and to refle& upon the condition you are in, and upon 
what you do deſpiſe. Hee ftaid not for my anſwer, but making a low congie went out 
of my Chamber, having firſt recommended mee to the care of the women that waited 
on 
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on mee. I remain'd inan anger, which it would bee very difficult for mee to deſcribe; 
and of all that day, I could not digeſt the words hee had faid, nor his reproaches 
of our cuſtoms ; I his remembrance wrought ſo ſtrong an averſion in mee, that 1 
thought it impoſſible for mee to endure his companie a ſecond time, and | ſettled 

ſelf in the relolution of dying in his hands, rather then to oblige him by the leaſt fa- 
yor, or by the lealt word, trom whence hee could draw any advantage. The women 
that ſery'd mee alreadie bore mee a real affte&ion , and were not ſo tied to Neobarzants 
his intereſts, but that they us'd all their endevors to give mee ſom conſolation. I con- 
tinued five or 11x daies without his coming to ſee mee , and I imploied them in be- 
wailing my misfortune, as much as my courage would ſuffer mee. Have I then (faid 
I, when I was preſſ'd with the violence of my grief ) baniſhed my lovely,and my faith- 
ful Orontes, to receiv Neobarzanes ? and have | ſoill uſed, and fo ill requited virtue, 
handſomnefs, and ſervices, to recompence vice, uglineſs, and ſcurvie ulage? Ah! if 
our laws were to bee violated, ſure it ſhould bee in favor of Orontes, and not of Neo- 
barzanes 3 This heart which detended it ſelf, and that too inhumanely againſt the 
charms of that lovely impoſture, is proof againſt the perſecutions of a Barbarian , nor 
need it fear a ſecond allault , having eſcaped the firit : let that cruel man arm himſelt 
with what ſotyer rage can produce , hee ſhall finde this ſoul in an unſhaken ſeat, and 
ſince my cruel deſtinie forbid's mze ro give my felt to my dear Oritbia, both Nee- 
barzanes, and all men living ſhall aſſault it but in vain. Ditcourſes, and thoughts of 
this nature were my ordinarie entertainments, and though I bore my Captivitie with 
moderation enough, that remembrance often drew both fighs and tears from mee. 1 
ſomtimes queſtioned my women, and endevored to learn of them, if our Amazones did 
not attempt ſomthing tor my deliverance, or if Neobarzanes did not think upon ſom 
treatie for my libertie ; but whether it were that they knew it not, or were enjoined 
filence, 1 could never get any information from them. 

Som few daies after, Neobarzanes came to mee again, and afſoon as hee had ſaluted 
mee : Well Madam (faid hee) have you thought upon our laſt Diſcourhand have you 
ſlackn'd any thing of that ſeveritie which make's you diſdain my affefions? Neo+ 
barzanes (anſwered I) in what conditions ſo&ver you ſee mee, know that nothing is 
able to ſhake my reſolutions, and that you ought to hope for bur little ſatisfaftion, by 
your pernicious deſigns ; not, but 1 am enclined to peace with you, if you will make 
lawful propolitions, nor would | to recover my libertie , refuſe a reaſonable treatie, 
which may reſettle our Territories in that quietneſ(s you have diſturbed ; but if you 
have any other thoughts, baniſh them for ever, and hope for nothing froma courage 
which misfortune cannot deject. I hope (replied Neobarzanes ) that you will hearken 
to reaſon, and to the advantage of the offers | make you ; but hope for no libertie Tha- 
leſtris, by any other treatie, then by that wbich 1 Peg ; and conſider that I neither 
abuſe my fortune nor the power I have over you, y making propoſitions which would 
bee advantageous to you, though in perfe& libertie : Your are not ignorant, Madam, 
that in my affeftion to you, I may ſeek for help by all manner of waies , and that the 
death of my Brother, and of ſo many thouiand ot my men, doth ſufficiently diſpence 
with mee, if I have not thoſe conſiderations which are due to a perſon of your quali- 
tie,and free's mee from the reproaches I might fear, for having uſed violence to a Cap- 
tive, who is ſtain'd with bloud that was ſo dear to mee. But Madam, to teſtifie that 
my love toyou is full ofa real eſteem, I will onely ſue for yours by lawful means, and 
I will forget you are my Priſoner to make you my wife by this alliance wee will 
unite our Provinces, wee will give your women lawful husbands , and aboliſh cuſtoms 
that are enemies to Nature, and deteſted both by the gods and men, to live in a more 

reaſonable ſocietie, and in everlaſting tranquillicie. I knew very well , that unworthie 
man made not that propoſition out of any eſteem hee had of mee , nor out of any ſenſ 
of virtue, but that finding advantages to him(elf,by the alliance hee offer'd mee, which 
hee could neither hope for by my death, nor by uſing violence , hee was fallen upon 
that thought, not beeing in a condition, after ſo great loſſes, to profit any other way 
by having taken mee', nor to conquer .a Countrie , which I had not Jef deſticute 
of perſons able to defend ic againſt him. And indeed, I receiv'd that motion with the 
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ſcorn it deſerved, and looking diſdainfully upon him: Think not Neobarzanes (ſaid ) 
chat my impriſonment hath to far abaſcd my heart , as to finde any advantage in the 
offers you make mee. I am a Queen by birth and virtue, both of them are wanting in 
theezand thou art indebted to fortune,and to the goodneſs of Dariws tor that greatneſ, 
which thy baſe ſubmiſſion to Alexander bach fince conſerved ; *Tis not for thee ove 
laws ſhall bee aboliſhed ; and if the gods (continued 1 with a figh) had ſo decreediy, 
that alteration was reſerved for another, not Neobarzanes. Hee was fo netled with 
this anſwer, that hee fate a long time wichourt reply, witneſſing his irreſolution by 
the divers changes of his countenance ; but in the end, after having darted an angris 
look at mee : Well,well, Thaleſtris (faid hee) ſince you diſdain my ofter, diſpoſe you 
ſelf to atisfie mee by other waies, this ſhall never bee propoſed to you again; and yay 
may bee afſured, I will no longer negle& the power 1 have over you. Hee pronounced 
theſe words with a thundring voice,and went out of my Chamber, without giving mee 
tbe leiſure to reply. 

I was ſo en at this Diſcourſ, that of a long time was not capable of any ra. 
ſon; but 1 preſently recovered my ordinarie reſolution, and that inviolable of 
dying for the defence of what hee threatned; the women that waited on mee, 
mee counſel to mollifie him, and diſſemble part of my thoughts, which I diſcover 
with too much ſharpneſs ; they repreſented ro mee, that by that fierceneſs, ] ſhould 
without doubt fir him up to the violence I ought to apprehend,and that by nunaging 
him with more dexteritie, I might perchance baniſh thoſe pernicious deſigns : { 
elteem'd their advice very prudent, and ſomtimes was minded to follow it; but afſoon 
as that barbarous fellow preſented himſelf before mee, as hee did everie day, | had 
much adoo to reſtrain the motions of my anger , and of my juſt diſpleaſure. Yo did 1. 
diſkmble them now and then, and laffied his perſecutions a whole month without 
driving him to extremitic; ſomtimes hee flatter'd mee; from flatteries hee often 
'fell to threats, but his threats and flatteries were equally unprofitable. When hee wa 
fully affured of that, and had loſt all hope of ſatisfying his deſires by gentle means, her 
reſalv'd upon the violence which hee had till then deferr'd;and coming into my Chan 
ber with chat intention, hee made figns to my women to withdraw, and when hee we 
alone with mee, having cicd mee awhile with a wandcing look ; It isno longer tine 
Thaleftris (aid bee) to diſſemble my laſt intention, 1 am wearie of ſuffering a pain, 
which | can remedie my (elf, and of fuing vainly to her whom I can compel to fatishe 
mee : | have made you offers, which you impradently have diſdained, and 1 will offer 
you nothing now, but the choice of death, or of my love, Though theſe words fur- 

riſed nee extreamly, 'yet was I not at all in doube what anſwer | ſhould return, but 
ooking upon him with more ſcorn then ever : Thy threats (faid I) cannot terrife mee, 
I prefer death before thy affe&ion, and all manner of cortures before that ſatisfaRtion 
thou demandeſt. Since thou defireſt dzath (replied hee ) thou ſhalt have it, and ſaying 
ſo, heeroſe up, and drawing a dagger which hee wore concealed , hee lift up his am 
to ſtrike it into my breaſt, Notwithſtanding, I was very indifferent in matter of life, 
yet was it not ſo odious to mee, as to give that Monſter the contentment of caking it 
nn and remembring that I had cried his fireagth before, | flew upon him, and with 
my left hand ſtopping his arm, which was up to ſtab mee, 1 with my other, which va 
free, caught hold about his middle, and after ſome ſtruggling laid him in the floor:l 
quickly wrung the dagger out of his hand, and was preſently in a condition, to tear 
away his infamous lite wichout any difficultie ; but that baſe wretch who lov'dit 
more then I did, way affraid of looſing it, and begg'd it of mee with word's, which 
ſufficiently teſtifigd the meanneſs of his ſpiric; alchough hee was unworthie of that 
mercie, I thoughthim alſo unworthie to receiv death from my bands, and infantly 
making my ſelf Miſtreſs of my juſt reſentment : Riſe coward (faid I) thou deſervelt 
neither death nor pune from Thaleſtris, and therefore ſhee will give thee neither, 
but leave's thee a life, wbich ſhee cannot, without diſhonor, take from {uch an one as 
thou art ; thou kneweſt before my ſtrength was above thine, and thou ſhalt know 
now that my goodneſs is equal to thy baſeneſs. Neobarzanes made mee no anſwer at all, 
but caſting down his cies full of ſhame, and confation, hee went out of my Chanhay 
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and left mee Miſtreſs of the dagger I had wreſted from him :'If 1 had been in another 
eftate,this adventure would have attorded matter of laughter, 8& there was cau( enough 
to deride a man, who ſo weakly attempred ſuch high Enterpriſes; but the condition 
| was then reduced to, made mee infenhble of any diverfion, and would not ſuffer mee 
to draw any joy from the diſgrace of that deteſtable villain, nor from the advantage 
had over him. The women who atrended on mee, who came ranning at thenoif; and 
who were witneſſes of part of the bulineſs,believed that Neobarzanes would have ſom 
ſenſ of the mercie | had ſhewed him, and that without doubt hee wonld bee tonch'd 
with a favor hee had (o little delerved 5 but I knew his baſeneſs too well, toexpett 
any good from him, and it was rather for my own fatisfaRtion, then for that hox 1 
had let himlive. I remain'd three or four daies without ſeeing him, or iv we 
him 3 and | began to beliey there might bee ſom amendment in him; when 1 was ſar- 
priſed with the accident I am going to reJate, and reduced 'to very great extremities. I 
was in my bed, where I taſted char little repoſe my _— would fuffer mee, when 
two hours before day, | was waken'd by a dreadful noil in the ſtreec, I ask't my women 
what the matter was, but they were as ignorant of it as1, and my windows were ſo 
ted, that there was no poſlibilitic of looking out to ſee : while | was in ſom trouble 
reaſon of that noiſ, which ill redoubled with horrible cries; I heard a loud 
knocking at my door, the firſt blow was followed with many others , which made 
mee finde they had an intent to break it open. I was unwilling to bee canghr in bed, 
and caſting a looſ coat haſtily about mee, 1 leapt into the floor, and preſently laid 
hold of Neobarzanes his dagger, becing refolv'd to defend my life, or mine honor to my 
laſt breath : Scarce was I gorten into this poſture, when my Chamber door was 
beaten open, and by the help of certain watch candles , which I alwaies kept burning 
by night for fear of ſom ſuch ſurpriſe; | ſaw Neobarzanes com in with his ſword 
drawn, accompanied with a great many of his Followers in the ſame equipage. 1 
ſtraight-way doubted of his cruel intention, and in a moment confirm'd my ſelf in 
the reſolution | had taken. Afſoon as hee perceiv'd mee, Thaleſtris (cried hee with a 
terrible voice) I muſt die, fince my hopes are dead, and{ince 1 loo thee and my ſelf, 1 
will keep thee from Jaughing and triumphing at my ruine : Hee had hardly ended theſe 
words, when hce flew dire&ly at mee, and without giving meeleiſure to reproach his 
ingratitude, afcer the mercie | had ſhowed him, hee made a thruſt at mee, which had run 
mee quite through , if I had not bowed my bodie to avoid ir, I eſcaped that danger by 
ſtooping ſuddenly and ſtriking up the point of his ſword with the dapper I held in my 
hand, 1 made it flip over my ſhoulder, and running under it, 1 ſeized upon the guard 
with my left hand,and with my right, I ſtabb'd the dagger into his breſt unto the very 
hilt : T hat perfidious wretch fell dead at my feet, and his ſword remaining in my hand, 
I ſet my felt to diſpute my lite againſt-thoſe that were com along with him ; they all 
turn'd their points upon mee, and made mee fee they meant to revenge the death of 
their Prince by mine; the rwo firſt that advanced, 1 quickly Jaid at the feet of their 
Companions, and made them judg that though I was but a woman, and in my ſmock, 
they ſhould not effeft their purpoſe without difficultiez 1 retired to the wall, that 1 
might not bee aſſaulted behinde ; and thoſe cowardly villains making a half circle 
about mee, began to preſs mee ſo furiouſly,that I utterly defpaired of ſafetie,] defended 
my ſelf nevertheleſs, like a wilde bore againſt ſo _ hounds, and ſomtimes ruſhing 
forward at thoſe that were moſt eager upon mee, | madethem flie back to the other 
fide of the Chamber, and gave them both terror and death ir ſelf, in the middeſt of 
cthirtie ſwords that environed mee ; but in the end, my reſiſtance would have been 
unprofitable, and feeling my ſelf wounded in divers places, I alſo found my-ſtrength 
beganto fail mee, and that I prolong'd my deſtinie but in vain, when wee heard a 
noiſ upon the ſtairs, and ſaw a great many com in arm'd, who charging thoſe bak fel 
lows that were about mee, preſently gave ſom of them what they deſerved ; the 
Leader of them did the greateſt execution,and ſtriking no blows that were not mortal, 
uickly cover'd the floor with bloud, and with dead bodies : When they had made 
wer” te paſſage to com to mee, Courage (cried one of my Defenders ) Courage, 
Madam,you are delivered,and your enemies are-deſtroied ; beeing very well acquainted 
Aaaa 3 with 
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with that voice , 1 preſently knew to bee my faithful Hippolita's, and 1 ſoon obſery'y, 
they were my Amazones from whom I received that affiſtance. When I ſaw my {elf 
hs ſuccoured, I felt my torces redouble, and deſiring to have a ſhare in my revenge 
I joyned my felt to my valiant deliverers , and with them finiſhed what they had { 
om begun, all our Enemies loſt their lives, and our Amazones (among whom 
I had alreadic diſcover'd CMenalippa, and many others) were {o exaſperated againſt 
them,that they gave no quarter; My Chamber was then a ſpeCtacle full of horror ; and 
the bloud which flowed on all ſides, in which one might ice a great number of bg 
dies ſwim, which had newly expired, or were yet expiring, was able to {trike fear, and 
terror into the moſt reſolved mindes. 

After this execution, my gallant reſcuers took off all their mask's,and embraced 
knees one after another, with words and ations which vitibly expreſs'd the ardent 
affetion they had ever born mee 3 but | was ſo weakned by the lots of bloud, which 
ran down fill from my wounds, and by the wearineſs of fo Jong and fo unequal a 
* fight, that I had hardly ſtrength to embrace them , or ſenſ to know them, yet did! 
hear Menalippaamong the reit, who ſpeaking for them all, ſaid ; Madam, you are free, 
and as much Miſtreſs in this Citie, as in Themiſcira. 'tis in your own power by the al- 
fiſtance of the gods , and the valor of your Amazones who have taken it, and all 
your Enemies are either dead, or dying. | judg'd by this Diſcourſ that the Town 
had been taken by ſurpriſe,and that that was the caul of the noif wee had heard in the 
ſtreets,and of Neobarzanes his rage, not doubting but that my women would revenge 
my injuries with a great deal of bloud , and that they would extirpate a people inn 
cent of the wrongs I had received; I delired to ſtop thoſe proceedings, and getcinga 
little looſ from their embrace ; My dear friends (faid I) I hold my life trom the 
god's, and fromyou, let us not ſtir them up againſt us, after the mercie wee have re 
ceiv'd, and let us not diſhonor our viftorie by an exceſs of crueltie; there is bloud 
enough ſhed alreadie; if any of our «nemics bee yet alive, Jet them have quarter 
given them, and let thoſe. bee ſpared who ceaſ to make reſiſtance. Clytemneſtra went 

reſently away to execute that Order, and my faichful Hippolita, upon whom I lean'd 
feeling mee readie to fink in her arms, took mee up, with ſom other of her compe 
nions, to carrie mee to bed. There was no likelihood of putting mee again into ny 
own, norof ſtaying in a Chamber full of bloud , and dead bodies ; but another wa 
found by the aſſiſtance of the women that ſerv'd mee, who at the beginning of our 6ght 
had hid themſelvs in a Cloſet , whence they were fetch'd out in a terrible fear, tutl 
reaſſumed them,and promiſed them all manner of good ulage ; they brought mee into 
the beft Chamber there was, where beeing got to bed, my wounds ſearch'd, were not 
found dangerous, and my Chyrurgians, who had don their part in my deliverance, 
having applied their firſt remedies to them, left mee to my reſt, while Menalippa by 
my command, went to quiet the diſorders in the Town, and to do what was requilite 
in ſuch encounters. I reſted that ſmall remainder of the night, and the day fol- 
lowing without beeing interrupted, no bodie coming into my Chamber but only Hip- 
folita, and ſom women, who were neceſſarie to waitupon mee, and with whom l had 
no diſcourſ, by reaſon of the charge my Chyrurgians had given mee to the contrarie; 
but night beeing com,I call'd Hippolita ro my bed-(ide, and having embraced her manic 
times with expreſſions ofmy former kindnels, I asked her divers queſtions, and defired 
her to relate the taking of the Town, but ſhee would not obey mee , praying mee to 
take my reſt ; you are not yet well enough Madam (ſaid ſhee) to hold diſcourſjhave 
patience but to night, and to morrow | will give you an exaCt account of all you can 
demand, I was willing to bee adviſed by her, and making my curtains bee drawn, | 
ſpent the night as I had don the day, but with great ſhow ot amendment, and more 
quietneſs of minde, then I had felt of many months. The ncxt morning Hifpolits 
came to my bed-ſide, and having bidden mee good morrow, 1 commanded her to tell 
mee,what ſhee had deferr'd the day before. I am readily diſpoſed to ſatisfie you Madam 
(ſaid ſhee) and it what I have to ſay, could have been heard by you without alcerati- 
on, | would not have delai'd to give you contentment ; but I beſeech you bee pleas'd 
to let mee ſend theſe maids out of the Chamter , that 1 may entertain you with the 
more 
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more liberty. I gave her Jeay to do as ſkee defired, and Hippolita, bidding them with- 
draw , remained alon2 with mee, and beeing by my command fer down cloſe by 
my bed, ſhee ſpake to mee on this manner. 

When your Majeſtie engaged your ſelf in the purſuit of Neob.;rzares, | was not one 
ofthe laſt that folluw'd you,and | ſhould certainly have had the fame fate with my com- 
panions, if the gods, who reſerved mee to ſery you more profitably then I could haye 
don in that encounter, had not {ntter'd my horſ to fall dead between my legs, of cer- 
eain wounds hee had received in the fight ; by this accident I was deprived of the 
means of waiting upon you, and reduced to a neceſſitie of turning back afoot into the 
bodie wee had left flanding upon the place of battel ; I there found the diſmal relicks of 
a bloudie day, and a thouſand images of terror and deſolation ; of thirtie thouſand 
women wee had brought from Themiſcira, wee had not ten thouſand remaining, the 
greater part whereot were wounded , and unfit for ſervice. The enemies had loſt 
twentie thouſand men in that Jaſt battel , and thoſe two defeates had left them onely 
thoſe few ſouldiers, who took refuge in this Citie, I tound the Camp in an allarm, 
for your Majeſties abſence, but it encreafed, when the night was com, andthat they 
heard no news of you; a great many went ſcattring from their Troops in ſearch of 
you, and I aſſure you | was none of ho backwardeft , bur all the night having been 
yainly ſpent about it, the whole Camp was fill'd with cries , and an univerſal conſter- 
nation; All the next day was beſtowed in the ſame imploiment, and the remnant of 
the Armie, devided it felt into above fiftie ſeveral companies to ſeek yuu. To what 
purpoſe ſhould I detain you in this Diſcourſ, or with the general, and my particular 
complaints ? the third day, it was thought fir to ſend a trumper hicher, to learn whe- 
ther you were dead,ora Priſoner ; and in caſe you were alive, to make propoſitions for 
your liberty, which they promiſed to get you to ratifie, I would needs go along with 
the trumpet ; and the Law of Nations, which our enemies had not yet forgotten,gave 
ns acceſs to this Town, and to Neobarzanes, When they had blinded us , wee were 
brought before him, and as ſoon as wee open'd our mouths to enquire after you, your 
Queen is living (faid hee) but her condition is little better then if ſhee were dead z 
Hope not for her libertie any manner of way, and get you gon preſently out of my 
Territories, unleſs you will have mee violate a law that give's you ſom aſſurance a- 
mong({ us. Wee defired permiſſion to ſee our Queen, but it was refuſed us, and wee re- 
turn'd from this Town without carrying any thing , but the confirmation of your 
lite, and of your Captivitie. I am not able to tell you, Madam, which wes the greater 


in my minde,and in the mindes of all your ſubjeAs, the joy to know you were alive, or | 


the ſorrow to hear you were in the power of a pitileſs enemie. Yet did wee prefer the 
latter before the former, and though the report of Neobarzanes's harſh nature, and his 
lace loſſes made us in fear for you, wee believ'd nevertheleſs, that if hee had any 
knowledg , or any ſeal of honor, hee would have ſach confiderations both of the 
royall dignitie, and of your beautie, as would bee able to take away part of his ſa- 
rageneſs. Yet this belief made us not ſo confident, but that weeſtill had terrible ap- 
prehenſions, and all the Camp was in ſuch grief and deſolation, as it would bee im- 
poſiible for mee to repreſent. The remainders of our Armie were not in a condition 
to attempt your deliverance, nor toaſſault a Town, in which all the forces the enemie 
had left were ſhut up together. Five or fix daies having been waſted in fruitleſs deli- 
berations, another trumpet was ſent, in hope that Neobarzanes's anger might bee ap- 
peaſed, and that hee might hearken to propoſitions then, which in his heat hee had 
reefted 3 but that Monſter would not ſo mach as ſee her, and forbad her, upon pain of 
death, to com any more within his quarters. This ſecond refuſal made us deſpair of 
ſo ſpeedie a deliverance, and after new conſultations, Menalippa, who commanded our 
forces, gave us order to diſ-encamp and retire neer ſom of our Towns, there to expet 
new ſupplies from Themiſcira, with which it was reſolv'd, wee ſhould attempe your 
deliverance, and the recoverie of this Citie by open force. Clytemneftra went away to 
haſten up the ſupplies which were reſerved for an extremitie,and wee remained neer 
Callira, whither wee ſent our wounded women,” and gave order to recruit our troops 

vith all imaginable diligence. My ſorrow for your beeing taken was ſo great, chatl 
too 
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took no care, to have a (light hurt or twodreſs'd, which I had received in the battg, 
but the entreaties of my friends having prevailed over my will, I was conſtraind to 
ſuffer the remedies that were given mee, and to conſent to the preſervation of a life, 
which 1 could not yalue withouty ou 3. and which I would not have kept, if the hope 
of your libertie had forſaken mee. 1 will not entertain you with our imploimentsx 
that Town, and will onely tell you that after three weeks ſtay there, wee heard tha 
Clytemneſtra, whoſe diligence was to bee admired , was alreadie upon her march, and 
drawing neer us with her ſupplies. This news rais'd our ſpirits, and wee relolv'd tg 
advance boldly to this Citic, and periſh under the wals of it, or purchaſe the libertie 
of our Qneen with the price of ourbloud. The day that our forces were augmented 
by that addition, beeing entred alone into a wood, upon the edg whereof wee were 
encamped, to entertain my humor, which your misfortune had made penſive, and 
melancholie, when I had walked there awhile, I heard one that followed mee call 
Hippolita,Hippolita' That voice made mee ſtop,and turning toward that fide where I had 
heard it, I ſaw a woman com a great pace after mee, as ſhee drew neerer, mee thought 
I knew her face, and when ſhee was within ſuch a diſtance, that I could diſcern her 
plainly, and recal her features into my memorie, 1 knew her (hall I tell you Madam?) 
knew her to bee the fained, and the generous Orithia. 

I could not hear this diſcourſ,and the name of Orithia without an inward trembling, 
nor without interrupting Hippolita, by crying out, O gods Hippolita, What do you tell 
mee? I tell you atruth Madam,(anſwered Hippolita)) Ah! Hippolita,(ſaid Ido not abuk 
mee,and beliey that I am not able topardon ſuch a deceit. I deceiv you not Madam, (re- 
plied Hippolita) and if you will have but a minutes patience,this aſtoniſhment will ceal, 
to give place to a more reaſonable ane. Ah: Hippolita (faid 1) ſuffer mee to doubt ofthe 
truth of your report 3 What, is Orithia com back amongſt us, when wee leaſt a- 
peed her, and when ſhee was moſt neceſſarie to mee ? You ſhall hear the truth (an- 
ſwered Hippolita) if you will give mee leav to continue my relation : Make an end(w- 
plyed I) but make an end preſently,for I am no longer in a condition to lend thee quit 
attention,8& thou haſt ſo ſurpriſed mee,that I have ſcarce any ſen(, or underaſinding kf. 

I am not able Madam ( purſued Hippolita) to tell you how much I was aſtoniſhed 
at ſo unexſpetted an encounter,l was ſtruck dumb wich wonder at that ſight,8& though 
I knew Orithia to be a man, I ſuffered her ro embrace and kiſs mee as (hee had formerly 
don, without defending my ſelf againſt her expreſſions of kindeneſs ; and I conkdi 
moreover though your Majeſtie may blame mee for it, that] could not forbear tore 
pay her a part of them, nor to uſe her as that Orithia, who had been ſo dear to you, 
and to whom you had ſo great obligations., I was at laſt ſomething alhamed at my 
ealineſs, and withdrawing my ſelf from her embraces, Ah ! Orithia( cryedT) is it your 
ſelf? yes( anſwered Orontes Y*tis I my ſelf, and I know you to bee too dear unto my 
Princeſs, tobeliev, that you are now ignorant who am. *Tis true Orontes ( faidl) 
I know you, the Queen hath concealed nothing from mee, and 1 am indeed the onely 
bodie that can boalt of that adyantage.The Gods bee praiſed, (added Orontes )'tis with 
that belief I have ſought you out, and thatl have addreſſed my (elf to you, before 
] ſhewed my ſelf to your companions, and tis upon the confidence 1 have in 
your goodneſs, that | caſt my ſelf now into your arms, that I may finde ſom op 
portunitie by your means, of doing my Princeſs ſervice, or of dying for her, as | have 
alwaies liv'd tor her : the Gods have preſerv'd my life for that purpoſe , and have not 
ſuffred mee to loſe it, knowing it might yet bee uſeful to her , to whom 1 have given it 
entirely. But, O dear Hippolita, what may I hope for from you? will you conſider mee 
as an enemie after the deceit 1 have uſed, and after the owning of a {x, againſt whi 
you have ſo great anaverſion? or will you till preſerv ſom remainder of that goo 
neſs to mee, whereof 1 have received ſo many teſtimonies ? I was much troubled whit 
anſwer I ſhould make, both by reaſon I was aſhamed to bee ſo eafily reconciled to4 
man, and to promiſs him my aſſiſtance , after the marks you had ſhown him 
of your anger , and by reaſon of my uncertaintie whether you would 
prove of what I did; &h when. I remembred your laſt thoughts of him, your 

ſorrow for his loſs, and. the affeion you really bore him, and when to _- re- 
membrance, 
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membrance, | added the confideration of thoſe ſervices wee might receiv from him in 
the delign ot procuring your liberty, atatime when that valour, hee had fo often 
tried to your advantage, was ſo neceſlarie tor us ; I believed | (hould not dilſery you, 
in keeping him amonglt us, by the hope of thoſe good offices I might do him. This 
thought, was the caul chat atter] had ben Jong lilent, I at laſt repli:d ; 1 will never 
bee againſt you Orontes,and though my knowledg of your ſex might excuſe mce, if 1 
{hould not do what you may delire trom mee; yet that of your virtue which make's 
you dear co the whole world, and that of your ardent afteftion to the Queen,where- 
of you ought to give her proots in a ſeaion when ſhee hath ſo much need of them,ob- 
lige mee particularly to ſery you ; I would it pleaſed the Gods, wee were in ſuch a con- 
dicion that I might do it, but | hope wee ſhall quickly bee ſo by your affifiance, and my 
hopes are {irongly railed by your return. You may continue amongſt us, with the 
ſameaſſurance as you did betore your departure, you are known to no creature here 
but mee, and it you ſhow your {clt ro my companions, you will certainly bee received 
by them as'Orithia, whoſe memory is very dear to them, and at whoſe loſs they were 
ſo ſenlibly affli&ted. Orontes having return'd mee ſuch thanks,as hee thought due to the 
offers I made him, was willing to follow my counſel, and after many other diſcourſes, 
the length whereof hinder's mee from repeating them, wee went together into the 
Camp : As ſoon as hee appeared there, the ficſt that knew his face, cried ont that Ori- 
thia was com again, and that report flying from one to another, was in a little time 
ſpread through the whole army. Wee went to Menalippa's tent,and ſhee receiv'd her with 
demonſtrations of triendſhip, and reſpe&, which had never been rendred to any but to 
her, and initantly ater, all the principal women of thearmy, running by troops to 
ſee her, received her asa Goddeſs [ent trom hcaven for our aſſiſtance, and for the ſafe- 
tie of our Queen , there was hardly one but would needs kiſs her hand, and all cried 
out that their Queen was now as good as at liberty, fince the Gods had reſtored Ori- 
thia to them ; ſhee ſpent al that day in receiving welcoms and civilitics, and aſter Cly- 
temneſtra's arrival with her ſupplies, Menalippa would have put the command of the ar- 
micinto her hands, but Orithia retuſed it very modeſtly, and beeing urged to it by the 
general entreaties, ſhee was contented to ſhare it with her. Preſently they fell to con- 
lider what ſhould bee attempted for your deliverance ; Menclippa, Clytemmeſtra, and my 
ſelf with all the reſt, were of opinion to beſiege this Town, having already ſufficient 
forces to undertake ir, and knowing that the ſupplies , Neobarzanes expetted were not 
yct arrived, wee believ'd this Town, being ill fortified and 11] provid:d, might bee ta- 
ken by force, before their coming, which according to the diſtance ot places, could 
not bee very ſudden. But when Orithia had hearken-d to our propolitions z 1 do not 
duubt ( ſaid ſhee) my valiant Companions ,, but that you will ſucceſsfully perform 
what you (ball undertake, and 1 believ this Citie may bee as ſoon takenas view'd, by 
perſons of ſo great courage; but friends, you do not remember,. that the Queen is in 
ourenemies hands,and that when hee ſee's hiniſelt brought to extr:mity,hee will expoſe 
her feſt to the fury of-your arrows, either to ſave himſelf, and ſtop the courl of your 
arms by that conlidzration , or to revenge his loſſes upon a perſon whom wee ſo dear- 
ly value. I beſeech you, let us think upon her conſervation, and tince wee have taken 
up arms for her alone, let us fave hcr from a deſtruftion, which the rage of that cru- 
e| man would make inevitable. Wee may more ealily carry the Town by a (ugpriſe in 
the night, then by a formed fiege, and wee may march in the dark fo ſecretly, and 
ſo warily, that wee may bee upon the walls, before the enemies ſo much as ſuſpett ir. 
It is hard for them to have any, ſpies amonglt .us ,. they have, ny women adrentrous 
enough to take that employment, and 'twill bee very difticult for men to conceal them - 
ſelvs amongſt our forces, it all the Officers take care to lapk exaftly amongſt thoſe.un- 
der their command;by that order wee ſhall bee ſecure,] pray you let ic bee abſerved,and 
let the care of this enterpriſe bee left-to mee, who with the aſſiſtance of the Gods, and 
ot your valour, promiſe you an infallible ſucceſs in it. All wee that were of. the 
Counſel, approved Orithia's deſign, and admirgd her prudence, wee inſtantly refoly'd 
to follow it, and the Officers having received ſuch Orders carefully overlooked all the 
women they command:d, whoſe faces were. never ſo little; unknown to them. .. Afrcr 
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this precaution, among fifteen, or fixteen thouſand , whereof or army was cv 
ſed, beſide thoſe wee had left wounded at Callira, Orithia chole out eight thouſand tot 
the cffeCting of her enterpriſe, leaving the reſt to Clytemnefira with order not to ſ& 
forward, till three daies atter our departure. From the place where wee were, wee had 
four daics march unto this Town, and Orithia having informed her (elf by thoſe why 
beſt knew the countrey, in what places wee might lie conceal'd while we were upor, the 
way, caus'd our little army to take viftual for fix daies , leaving the relt to the tor 
that followed us, and which were to arrive two dayes after us. Shee made provilion of 
ladders, bruſh-faggots, and all neceffaries for her defign , and having caretully taken 
order for every thing, and vilited all her ſelf in perlon, as toon as night was com, 
wee began to march, beeing guided by women of the countrie, who were perteCtly ac. 
quainted with all the by-paſſages, and at break of day wee madea halt in a wood far 
' tromthe high waies, and on the edges of it wee ſet torth Corps de guard, to keep our 
{clvs from being diſcovered; we relted there all that day, and the night following con- 
tinued our march,advancing with the ſame order, and the ſame diligence; wee made 
ſtop again as ſoon as day appeared, and ſo marching onely by night, and ſeizing in- 
differently upon all perſons wee met, wee arrived near this T own, two hours within 
the fifth night; ic was neither very clear, nor very cloudy, but dark enough to fayour 
our approch, and light enough to give us the means to know, and diſcern objefts, a 
much as was neceſſary, When wee were wichina tew furlongs ot the Town, wee met 
ſom ſcours which the enemie had abroad, but they were ſo furpris'd by ours, who had 
prepared themlelvs for that encounter , that it was impoſſible for them to ger away, 
and carry news unto the Town, of our arrival. After they were all killd, or tx 
ken, and that Orithia by thoſe that eſcaped the fury of our women, had learned hoy 
the Town-guards were ordered, and how little care Neobarzanes's love had left him for 
the conſervation of the place, thee divided the army into four bodies, giving the firſ 
to Mexalippa, the ſecond ro Arethuſa, and the third to Amalthea, keeping the founh 
her ſelf, with a defign to ſtorm the Town in four ſeveral places ; Menalippa had order 
to give the allarm on her (fide, which was that wee came in, to draw the enemies thi 
ther, while Oritbia took a compaſs to fall on at her poſt, and while Amalihea, and 46. 
thuſa drew off to the right, and left hand, to make their aſſaults where they were ap- 
py You know that the fituation of this Town, which ſhee had formerly taken 
r ſelf, was notunknown to her, and that ſhee was acquainted with all the avenues, 
and the weakelt places ; for my part I delired to fight near her, and leaving commands 
to them of riper years, I kept inſeparably with her. AY things were executed as ſhee 
had giveh dire&ions, - Menalippa came up boldly to the Town, and beeing preſently 
diſcovered by the fentinels, gave a very hotallarm ;- faggots were inſtantly thrown in- 
to the moat, and ſome ladders clapt to the walls, which ( as it was believed it would) 
made-the greateſt part of the ſouldiers that were within run withall ſpeed unto that 
place:when Meralippa had engaged them in fight, ſhee followed the order that had been 
given her, and knowing that place whither moſt of the enemies forces were drawn, 
would bee too difhculr to bee entred, before the reft were aſſaulted, (hee managed the 
bulinefs diſcreetly, and contented her ſelf with holding them in play, and drawing 
them thither more and more , without running on headlong to no purpoſe. In the 
mean time wee arriyedart our poſt, and Oritbia cauſing the moat to bee fill'd np in littk 
time, and finding the curtine almoſt quite unmann'd,ſhee ſet a Jadder her felf, and ſeal 
ed the walls with her (word in her hand, as proud Capaneus; that deſpiſer of the Gods, 
and of their thunder,did at the fiege of Thebes;or as ambitious Briarexs climb'd mou» 
tains heaped upon one another to defeat the Gods. Wee followed her with a reſolution 


lietle different from her, and endeavored: to imitate a valor , whereof in ſpite of 


darknefs,ſhee gave us a thouſand proofs. The place where wee fell on, was not ſoun- 
furnithed of ſouldiers to defend it, but that wee found a tour reſiſtance; yet Orithia's 
courage overcameall diflicalties,and after a combate obſtinarely difputed, many ladcers 
beaten down under her, anda ſhour of fioncs and arrows, ſuſtain'd upon her cask, 
and upon her ſhield, ſhee got to the top of the wall, and laying holdof one of the bat- 
tlements threw her ſclf lightly up; then inſtantly by acrie of viftorie, inviting j co 
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follow her,ſhee ſtruck a terror into the hearts of our enemies, and preſently after ſent 
death amongſt them, both by the blows of her ſword, and by the falls ſhee pave them, 
from the —_ the wals into the ſtreet; as ſoon as they ſaw her, accompanied with 
a {mall number of us, they loſt courage, and leaping down themſelves, or flying a- 
way in diſorder, left the wall without defence, and gave the reſt of our women leiſure 
to getup without any oppolition ; within a ſhort ſpace all our Brigade was in the 
Town, and Orithia marching at the head of us all bloudie, led us to thoſe places, where 
there was yer any reſiſtance, and charging the enemies in the rear, carried utter deſtru- 
&ion, and deſpair amongit them. Why ſhould | keep you in a needleſs relation ? the 
victory was ours on all ſides, and Menalippa having open'd her felf a way by our afſi- 
ſtance, Amalthra, and Aretbuſa tound lictle oppolition, and were quickly gotten into 
the Town. Then it was, the ſtreets began to be overflowed with bloud, and that our 
women glutted themſelvs with the revenge they ſo eagerly had thirſted aſter. All the 
men were put to the ſword, nor was it in Orithia's power to ſave. them from the fu 
of our Viragoes, that was all her buſineſs, when ſhee found they no longer refiſted, 
and though your interelt had ſticr'd up a moſt violent anger in her, ſhee could not be- 
hold thoſe ſpeftacles of crueltie, without being touch'd with much compaſſion. Shee 
enquired every where for you, and promiſed pardon aloud, to whoſoever could bring 
her where you were;nobodie hearken'd to her amidft thoſecries,that horror, and their 
firſt apprehenſfions; but coming to ſave the life of one who ſeenvd to be an Officer, 
Madam. ( ſaid hee ) in requital of your goodneſs, | will do you a conſiderable ſervice; 
com preſently along with mee, it you will prevent the death of your Qyeen, whom 
deſperate Neobarzanes, is going to kill with his own hands, if you run not inſtantly 
to reſcue her. Orithia enraged as a Lioneſs, at this news, followed the man, and pro- 
miting hin exceſſive rewards, it ſhee could ſave you by his means, was ſpeedily guided 
to this houſ, and got into your chamber time enough, to do you a ſervice of the ſame 
nature with thoſe you had alreadie received from her. 

Scarce did | give Hippolita leiſure to make anend of this diſcourſ, but cried out, O 
Gods ! Hippolita, what doeſt thou tell me ? was it Orontes then, to whom I am yer once 
more endebted for my life, was it Orontes himſelf, whom I ſaw do ſo many wonders 
for my ſafety, at the head of our women, and was it Orontes, who projefted, managed, 
and executed this enterpriſe? *'Twas even Orontes himſelf ( anſwered Hippolita ) nor 
had hee vaniſh'd from your fight without making himſelf known , but -for fear of dif- 
pleaſing yo, after the rigorous commands you had laid upon him ; beleiving, unfor- 
tunate man, that hee had not don enough for the expiarion of his crime; hee came 
onely to ſave you, not to preſenthimſelf ro you, and though your kinde remorſ, and 
lait inclinations were not unknown to him, hee durſt not hazard himſelf in that pre- 
| ſence, from whence you had baniſhed him for ever. How, Hippolita(repliedI extream- 
ly moved ) are not my laſt inclinations unknown to him, and from whom did hee 
learn them ? From me Madam ( anſwered ſhee coldly ) to whom you imparted them. 
What, ( ſaid], railing my voice with an angrie tone ) have you then told Orontes, my 
ſorrow for his abſence, and the affe&ion which l really have born him fince his depar- 
ture?It is true Madam (anſwered Hippolita ) that I told him all, to comfort him in his 
affliftion, and to animate him in an enterpriſe upon which your ſatety depended ; the 
fidelitie of his love, touch'd mee with a ſenſ of pitie, and | believed I ought no lon- 
ger to conceal his happineſs from him who gave us his lite ſo liberally. I am not able 
Sr, to repreſent the trouble, theſe words produced in mee, nor how much | was 
aſhamed to ſee my paſſion diſcovered. It was impoſſible for mee to difſemble it, and 
looking upon Hippolita with an angrie eye, Ah ! thou indiſcreet, and diſloiall wench 
C cried 1 ) is this the care thou haſt of my reputation, and haſt thou made this uſe of 
a ſecret wherewithl ſo freely truſted thee ? haſt thou thas fixt an eternall reproch upon 
my daies, and wilt thou make mee bluſh for ever, for a fault which 1 diſcovered to none 
but thee alone? Ah! never hope for pardon from mee, nor let him for whom thou 
haſt diſhonored mee, ever expe& any, for the confution hee make's mee ſuffer by bis 
imprudence ; this la(t ſervice might have obtain'd it, both for his diſobedience, and 


for his former faults; bur my reputation, whereof thou haſt been ſo laviſhly prodigal, 
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forbid's cver to ſee him any more, who not content to have diſpleas'd mee by his love, 
to have deceiv'd mee by his diſguiſe, and to have difobey'd mee by his return, hath 
known to my ſhame that hee had made mee ſigh, that hee had made mee in love, ang 
that hee had made mee fooliſh; Ah ! no Hippolita, let him never com betore mee again; 
if hee bee innocent of thy fault, hee is guiltie of mine, and | am reſolved yet one 
more to baniſh him, who to aggravateall his crimes , hath learn'd from thy moy 
that I lov'd him ; 1 had rather put my felt again into the condition from which he 
hath delivered mee, then bee obliged to ſee him, becauſ 1 am engaged to him for 
life; go thy waies therefore indiſcreet Hippolita, go and repair thy fault,by forbidding, 
him to ſee mee, and reſoly either to free mee from his ſight, or to abſent thy felf 
from mine for ever. I ended theſe words, with ſo loud a voice, that they were eafily 
to bee heard into the next chambers; and Hippolite, who knew my weakneſs, andm 
firlt motions very well, ſeem'd but little moved with them, and when thee had heard 
mee patiently, of a ſudden putting her handkerchief to her eyes, Ah ! Madam,(faid 
ſhee ) how lawful is your anger; and 'tis wich a great deal of juſtice, the Gods 
have taken away this unfortunate man from your reſentment 3 'tis well tor him thy 
deſtinies have call'd him hence, fince, atter ſo many ſervices you prepared hin 
ſo unworthie a recompence; bee no longer uftended Madam, bee no longer in choler 
ainſt that unhappie man ; hee is rather in-a condition to draw tears from you, 
x imprecations, and the death hee hath newly ſutiered for you, ſecure's him tron 
all your anger, and ſatisfie's you for all the offences you have received trom him. 1 wa 
ſo troubled at this diſcourſ , that | could not permit the continuation of it,and turn. 
ing ſuddenly coward Hippolita, How, ( ſaid 1 ) Hippolita, is Orontes dead? 'Hee is, Ma 
dar, ( anſwered Hippolita ſadly ) and with my own eyes | ſaw him breathe out his lite, 
of thoſe wounds he received, for your deliverance z his bloud hath waſh'd away cur 
common faults, and his laſt words, werethe firlt hee ſpake to mee, to afſure you that 
hee died yours, and that hee died with glorie, and fatisfaftion , fince hee was ſo hap 
pie as to die for yon. Theſe words went ſo near mee, that | loſt both ſenſ and knoy- 
ledg, and my firength forſaking mee, 1 remain'd cold, and in a ſwoun in Hippolites 
arms, ſhe would not call in help, but running to water that ſtood in my chambe, 
threw ſo much of it in my face, that ſhee ferch'd my ſpirits again ; no {ooner didl 
open my eies, and my mouth, but 1 imploied them in tears, and cries,and not believi 
my ſelf longer in an <ſtate to diſſemble my griet, or rather m deſpair, 1 did all the 
ations, and ſpoke all the words that could be expefted from thole who*art moſt 
ly touch'd with it. Dear Orontes ( cried 1) art thou dead then, and doth thisquretched 
woman, who is indebted to thee for two lives, ſurvive thy death 2 Haſt thou'yielded 
up that faithful ſoul, which my ingratitude was not able to repulf from an atfe&ion 
] had ſo little deſerved, and didit thoy return from theſe places whither my cruekie ' 
had confined thee, to accompanie the lite thou regaveſt mee , with the loſs of thine 
own? Ah! cruel, if there were a neceſlitie of thy dying, why diedſt thou not far 
from hence, and of ſom death unknown to mee ; and why cameſt thou, to open thoſe 
wounds again, by this laſt effe& of thy love, which time had alreadie half cloſed 
up 3 I had ſufferedenough for thee before, and yet wouldeſt thou aggravate my ſor- 
rows by the laſt my heart was capable to feel ? Yes, dear Orontes, this ſhall bee the la 
of all my affliftions, and if by my ingratitudel have made my ſelf unworthie of thy 
love, I will teſtific to thee by my death, that I am nor inſenſible of that affeRtion, 
wherewith thou mai'ſt lawfully upbraid mee. I accompanied theſe words with ſo ms 
ny ſighs, that one mult have been extream hard-hearted, not to bee moved wich ſom 
compaſhon ; but Hippolita uſed reproches to mee,in ſtead of conſolations, and abuſing 
the affeftion 1 bore her , you are to blame, Madam, { ſaid ſhee )to afflit your ſelf for 
a thing you had before decreed, and whereof the Gods have fav'd you the Jabor ; 'tis 
much better that Orontes died of his wounds, then if you had kill'd him your (lf, 
after this laſt ſervice hee bath don you ; a ſecond baniſhment would certainly have 
been his death; - you are at leaſt exewpt from thoſe complaints, which you matt juſtly 
have expeRted from him, and you ought not to bewail the loſs of that, which per- 
chance you would refuſe yet, if the Gods would reſtore it you. I took theſe words 
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very ill from Hippolita, and looking ſidewaics upon her, Cruel girl( ſaid!) renue 
not my ſorrows by thy reproches ; and fince thou giyelt mee my death by a recitall, 
which thou mightUit have dilguiſed from mee, prepare thy ſcIf to ſee mee part from 
thee for ever; thou couldeit have concealed, not onely ' Orithia's death, but even her 
return allo, it thou hadit been ſo minded; but fince thou wer'c willing her death 
ſhould bee known to mee, thou ought'it likewiſe to be willing 1 ſhould accompanie 
her to her grave 3 never ſpeak word to mee therefore of pay brvery but repreſent 
my ingratitude to mee, if thou canſt, in a blacker, and more hideous form, to make 
my death the more forrowlul, and the more paintul. Since Orontes is dead, I make this 
laſt true conteſſion, that I lov'd him, and yet love his memorie, more then my ſelf, and 
though thy indiſcretion made mce ſumthing diſpleas'd with him, his laſt ſervices, 
and my own inclination wereable to have reconciled mee, and I ſhould without 
doubt have pardoned all, to my dear deliverer, to my dear Orithia, or rather to that 
dearer half of my own heart. Pardon her then Madam ( faid a voice which I heard 
at my bed's head) pardon this happie Oritbia, who deſpiſe's all other wounds, fince ſhee 
can die of nothing but of love. Theſe words, and the tone of the voice that ſpake 
them, made mee calt my eyes toward the place whence they came, and turning 5 ck 
I ſaw Orithia upon her hows , cloſe by the other fide of my bed. At this ſecond ſur- 
riie 1 was almoſt like to have fainted, as | had don at the tormer, and] was inſtant- 
ly allaulted with ſuch different motions, thatl remain'd in a manner ygid of under- 
ſtanding. I was as ſenſible of joy for Orontes his life, as jt was fit in reaſon ] ſhould 
bee, but I was. fo vext to have been ſo maliciouſly deceived by Hippolita, and ſo out af 
countenance, for having ſo openly declared a paſſion fo full of violence, to Orentes, 
that my ſhame and anger wanted not much of equalling my ſatisfa&tion ; 1 was two 
or three ſeyerall times readije to break forth into indignation, both againſt Orontes, 

and againſt Hippolita, to puniſh their laſt deceits, by an eternal baniſhment , and m 
own imprudence by the moſt ſenſible diſpleaſure I could poſlibly receiv. My R—_ 
was open, topronounce that laſt ſentence to Orontes, but my inclination,ſtrengthen'd 
by the lait ſervice hee had rendred mee, was too powerful to ſuffer it, and hbeeing like- 
wiſe too weak to overcom my ſhame, and to declare my ſelf more openly, I continued 
in theſe terms, and thole two pallions beeing equally tuſpended, kept mee irreſolute, 
filent and unmoveable.!n the interim Orontes being (till upon his knees, and not dari 
to lift up his eyes toward my face, made an end of overcoming mee by his words. 
com not, Madam, ( ſaid hee )) to draw any advantage from a confeſtion you haye 
made in tavour ot mee : belides , that that happineſs was aboye my hopes, I have 
made my {:1f unworthie of ic by my deceits, and by my diſobedience ; but my deceits 
have not wanted puniſhment, though they might juſtly have been exempted, becauCl 
they wanted not excuſe; nor is my diſobedience without ſom pretence, fince that1 
might not fail in performing the command wherewith you forbad mee eyer to ſee you 
again upon your territories, I have ſtai'd till you were upon yourenemies, before I 
preſented my ſelf unto you ; not that I am innocent, Madam,l confeſs I am truly guil- 
tie, ſince I have offended you ſo many waies, and my ſervices are too highly rewarded 
by thoſe tears, which the opinion of my death hath drawn from your fair cies, all 
any bloud is not of ſufficient value to repay them, and a thouſand lives, it the Gods 
had given mee ſo many, could not acquit wee of any part of ſo high an obligation; 
1 com to ſubmit the remainder of that one have, to the remainder of your diſplea- 
dure. Icomto lay at your feet that life which ſhall never be: but yours, and I will 
leav it there for your ſatis{a&tion, rather then Janguiſh it out in ablente from you : 
Envie mee not the felicitie the gods have granted mee, and bee not angrie, that from 
the mouth of Hippalita, and from your own, I have learn'd that you bave had ſom 
ſenſ of my misfortunes; *cisa happineſs, which onely your goadneſs, and the puri- 
tie of my affe&tion could procure mee, but 'cis alſo a happineſs, whereof ] will never 
make my ſelf unworthie by my aftions, and which I will receive as a mercie which 
I had neither deſerv'd nor pretended to, Hee ſaid a great deal more, and1 gave him 
leilure enough, beeing in a confulion, which made mee ynable ro replie, and which 
ſcarce would ſutfer mee to look upon him; I floated a long tigme very much unre- 
Bbbb 3 5 ſolv'd 


14 CASSA ND RA. Parr II, 


ſolv'd, and was in a confli between love and ſhame, which did not trouble mee a 
little, and which put Orontes into no ſmall perplexitie : but alas! Ihade(o great an 
inclination to him, hee had ſo many waies obliged mee, and accompanied his words 
with ſuch a grace, that ar laſt I delivered up my arms, and putting torth my hand tg 
him, with a bluſh which baſhfulneſs caſt upon my fac:, you have got the vidtorie 
Orontes ( ſaid I )butabuſe not your conqueſt, and ſpare my mouth a more ample con- 
feſſion, Gratitude, pitic, and even my inclination, forc'd theſe words trom mee ; but 
I was ſo out of countenance when | had ſpoken them, that not having the confidence 
to look upon him, | turn'd my head on the other fide, while Orontes , raviſh'd with his 
fortune, imprinted a thouſand kifles = my hand which had given him, and by 
words full of rapture, expreſſed the violence of his paſſion ; but | could not ſettle my 
ſelf, nor digeſt the fault which I committed, and notwithſtanding the joy which his 


recoverie, and his conſtancie caus'd in mee, when I remembred that it was a man, to 


whoml granted that advantage ; | who above all other women had 2 pong rcaſons 
to hate them, who ought to have fled from them by the example ot all my predeceſ- 
ſors, and who could not ſuffer them without the violation ot our laws, and theloſy 
of my Dominions, or without quitting the reſolution I had taken to exempt my (elf 
from the immodeſtie of our cuſtoms , I was in ſuch a perplexitie, and contulion as you 
can hardly imagine. In the end I made an attempt to overcom my ſhame, and to get 
out of that deep abaſhment ; and while Orontes upon his knees continued to make pro- 
teſtations of an eternal fidelitie, with more tranſpurt, then coherence in his diſcourl, 
I turn'd towards him, and p_ back my hand, which I had let him. hold cill then, 
I ſpoke to him on this manner. I 
to youz nor in what terms I can declare the condition of my ſoul. After what you 
have heard from my own mouth, I can no longer ſay you are indifferent to mee 3 but 
if this accident, and Hippolita's indiſcretion, had not laid open my thoughts, you 
ſhould never have known them; and it my ſenſ of the obligations | haveto you, had 
not been as powerful in my heart, as my inclination, I ſhould never have conſented to 
ſee you, after your knowledg of my weakneſs; it is now but too much diſcovered 
to you, and] wouldit pleas'd the Gods, that with the power I had over my felt be 
fore, I had loſta lite which 1 can nolonger preſerv in its firſt eſtate, and in ics firſt in- 
nocence; not that this affe&ion, wherewith I recompence the efte&s of yours, and 
which I can no more difſemble, hath any thing in it impure, or unbeſeeming an ordi- 
narie virtue; but yet it is very faultie, lince it overthrow's our laws, crofle's the laſt 
commands of the Queen my Mother; and in ſhort, reduce's mee to ſuch terms, thatl 
neither know what | ought to do, nor what will becom of mee. The Gods who have 
ſuffered the birth of ic, ſhall,if they pleaſ,take that care of its progreſs, which I give over 
to them , and will acknowledg, fince they are all juſt and clear-f{ighted, that | cannot 
keep to the ſtrifneſs of our laws, without offending more natural, and more ancient 
ones,which they have eſtabliſhed amongſt us; nor bee an exa&t Amazon, withour beeing 
an unſenfible and an ungrateful woman. I deſire you alſo Orentes, to confider it, and to 
bee ſo careful not to make an ill uſe of the fault you cauſ” mee to commit, that | n& 
ver may have any occaſion to repent it. I ended theſe words with ſo much confuſion, 
that I ſcarce knew what Idid, and Orontes received them with ſo great ſhow of joy, 
that of a long time hee was not able to anſwer mee otherwiſe, then in that contuſ 
language wherewith hee had alreadie entertained mee,and which gave mee a fuller afſu- 
'rance of hiy paſſion, then the moſt eloquent expreſſions could have done ; but when 
hee had alittle recover'd that firſt inward trouble, hee ſpoke to mee on this manner. 
The gods are my witneſſes, Madam, that I arrivethis day at that ſupream degree 
happineſs, which I never propoſed unto my ſelf as other, then a prize above any re+- 
ſonable hope, and that | would not change a part of my fortune for all the advan” 
rages of theirs; and | conjure them allo to throw mee down headlong from this glo- 
rie, to which your goodneſs raiſe's mee, if ſince I had the honor to ſerv you, I ever 
cheriſh'd, or conſidered my life, for any other reaſon, then becauſ 'twas yours, andif 
ever either fears, or difficulties have alienated my thoughts from you for a moment. 


Both in my firlt felicitics, and in my laſt misfortunes, 1 alwaies looked upon you a8 
wy 


now not Orontes, which way I ſhould carrie my felt 
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my onely Di-inicie, and as my Divinaitie juſtly provoked to wrath, and I conſider you 
now as her who equally (how's both the power andthe goodnels, of that Divine na- 
ture. Continuetheretore to bee all good, as you ſhall ever bee all powerful, and if 
you think you are guiltie of any fault in having abaſed your ſelf to a perſon fo little 
worthic ot your aticCion , think allo that it any exceſs bee pardonable, 'tis that of 

vodneiies; trom that alone will I receive all your favors, and not from an acknow- 
ens to which you are not obliged toward him, whoſe ſervices were all requited, 
by the glorie of having don you them. I conlider with you the greatneſs of what you 
have don tor mee, and the obſtacles the heavens oppoſe againſt my higheſt happineſs; 
but lince they have hicherto favour'd mee with ſuch extraordinarie mercies, they will 
likewiſe ailiit mee to the end, and 1 from them hope for a concluſion of my love, as 
fortunate as tne beginnings of it have been wonderſul ; bee but you pleas'd, Madam, 
not to oppole what they (hall do for mee, ( provided neither your virtue nor your di- 
gnitie bec ingaged)and ſutfer mee to live with you as Orithia, till they ſhall produce oc- 
cafons whereby | may hope for a final change of my condition ; I will live near you 
with all the reip=Ct Orontes ow's unto Thaleſtris, from which Orithia, by your con(ent, 
ha's ſomtim:s been excuſed, and brietly 1 will remember 1am Orentes , that 1 may no 
longer pretend to thole favors, which you heretofore granted to Orithia, Orontes made 
an end of thele words wickout ſtirring from the polture in which hee had ſtill con- 
tinued, and | found in them fo much love, ſo much reſpe&, and ( if I darefſayfſo) fo 
much juitice,that | could refuſe him nothing hee demanded. I ſhould bee too tedious in 
my ftorie, it I ſhould repeat all our diſcourſes upon that ſubje&, the whole morning 
was ſpent in them, and at laſt I confented hee ſhould fiay with mee under the habit of 
Orithia, {ince his age might yet ſuffer him for ſom time, upon condition hee ſhould 
content himſelf with {ecing mee, and talking with mee, without hoping for greater 
favors. After this permiſſicn, hee appeared fo well ſatisfied, that hee could hardly 
contain his joy, and having endeavorcd to expreſs it a thouſand waies, hee bepg'd my 
pardon for the deceit of Hippolitaz I was no longer able to refuſe it hin}, but granted 
it, after a gentle reproof. When wee had converſed a great while, | delired that Oron- 
te, in Read of the taigned adventures hee formerly had told mee, would then relate 
the truth of choſe that had befallen him, as well before our acquaintance, as fince our 
ſeparation. As ſoon as 1 expreſſed that curiolitie,hee was readie to obey mee, and fitting 
down by my bed-lidr, began thus : 

[ ſhall not need to tell you again Madam , that my name is Orontes, nor that I am 
Prince ofthe Maſſagets, and Nephew to the King of Scythia, upon whom that Province 
depend's ; You know theie truths alreadie; and concerning my birth, 1 have nothing 
more to inform you. Neither will I enlarge my {elt in the particulars of my infancie, 
which are not at all coniiderable, and whereot the recital would be troubleſom and 
impertinent ; 1 will onely ſay that I was bred up in the Court of the King my Uncle, 
with his Son Orandates,a young Prince whom.the heavens have endowed with all the 
advantageous qualities they can beſtow, and who (if the effet anſwer to thoſe hopes 
hee hath alreadie given, and to the beginnings of his life)muſt needs bee now one of the 
moſt accompliſhed men upon the earth. 1 was conſtantly with him all the timel lived 
among the Scythians, and having been an inſeparable companion in all his exerciſes, I 
was ſo likewiſe ot his firſt ations , and was [2 happie as to receiv all the proofs of his 
friend(hip I could defire; to ſay the truth 1 bore him ſuch an afte&tion as would not 

tler mee to part from him, and having no father whoſe autoritie could recal mee 
from the Court of the King my Uncle, 1 there ſpent my younger years with a great 
deal of pleaſure and ſatisfattion, and was not yet fixteen, when the King having 
rais'd a mightie Armie to go againſt Dariw, who had paſs'd the Araxzs with two 
hundred thouſand men, took his Son along with him in that expedition : 1 was too 
irmly tied ro him, and alreadie too emulous of plorie, to fiay behinde at Tſetor while 
hee went to the wars, wherefore | departed with the whole Court, and the Kirig put- 
ting mee (as young as | was) as the head of the Forces of my Countrie, gave mee leay 
to begin my apprentiſhip under him. I will not relate the particulars of that war, 
there were two battcls given, whereof the advantage was uncertain; and the __ 
cceding 
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cceding great on both ſides; There paſs'dmany encounters, and many skirmiſhes, and 
in thoſe occalions Orondates and I made our ficit elaies , for his parc hee dig 
things whoſe memorie {till laſt's,and will for ever among the Scythians ; and 1 may f; 
without vauitie, that in my beginnings | had ſucceſs enough, and gain'd ſom reputati- 
on. In the end Dari..s weakned by the decay of his forces, which were walted 
lighting and by licknelſs, repals'd the Araxis over many bridges ot boats which he 
cauſed to bee provided ; and King Mathens gave order wee (hould paſs it after him, 
and make the ſeat of the war in his territories. | was one of the torward-ſt to © 
him, and marching at the head of my troops, I engaged my felt with them in thar 
paſſage, where I ſutfered ( #5 it hath {ince proved) a bappie ſhipwrack, and died in the 
opinion of all thoſe that knew'mee. Scarce had 1 crols'd part of the river, when the 
boats whereof our bridge was compos'd, beeing broak loofſ from one another, the 
planks ſunk under us, andthe foremoſt of my men fell with mee into the ſtream, which 
as | believ devoured a great many of them.” The weight of my arms, though they 
were not very hcavie, carried mee to the bottom, and within a while atter the torce of 
the water brought mee np again; I had learn'd to \wim from my very child-hood, and 
endeavored 'to make uſe of that $kill to ſave my ſelf. It forcuned that 1 was arm'd that 
day rather for ſhcw, and eaſineſs, then ſervice;z and ſcorning ' arms of better proof, 
had onely a little Morjon fet with ſtories, and-athin back and breit enrich'd on the 
ſame faſhion; that lightneſs of my arms was a great help to my ſafetie, and though 
they were heavie enough to trouble and hinder mee very mach in my fivimming, yet 
didthey not drown mee, as without queſtion thoſe would have don which | wore 
commonly upon ſervice. 1 no ſooner ſaw my felt above water, bur ] inſtantly imploi- 
ed the ſtrength of my arms, and of my breath, to reach the neareſt bank ; bur the | 
river was ſo broad, and fo rapid, that after having vainly attempted it, I loſt the hope 
of getting thicher, and teeling my ſtrength and my breath fail mee, ſo that | was na 
able to ſiruggle againſt the violence of the waves, I ſuffred my (elf to bee carri:d awy 
by the current without reſiſtance, and ſwam with more eaf, but with leſs hopedf 
ſafetie;z aſter] had ſiriven a while longer for my lite, my arms were (o tired,that the 
refuſed mee their aſſiſtance, and the heavineſs of my wet clothes and of my armor, 
beeing no longer ſupportable, ſunk mee often to the bottom , and made me (walloy 
a great deal of water. I had nevertheleſs this happineſs that my ſenles forſook me 
not in that extremitiez and beeing ar that time exempt trom all thoſe paſſions tha. 
can make one hate, or deſpiſe his lite, I had no other. thought but how 1 might ſax 
mine. I was alreadie in deſpair of it, and was hardly ableto (tirr any longer, when 
I was juſtled by Conuhing that beat mee under water, and preſently after coming up 
again, and caſting my arms on every fide, I met with a piece of wood, which! 
catchd at with zll-the ſtrength 1 had left, and joining my.-righc hand to my left, rathtr 
through inſlinCt, then reaſon, I laid hold of the-edg of a board, and by thet help got 
my head and ſhoulders out of the water. Though that I had drunk in, had taken 
away part of my underſtanding, yet had I fo much ſtill as to obſerv I held by one of 
the boats of the bridg, which beeing untied from the reſt , was carried down the 
ſtream ; I hung faſt upon the edg of ic along while, not having ſirength cnonghto 
get into it, but when. I had reſted a while in that poſture, and recovered breath, 1 mite 
a ſhitt to raiſ my ſelf a little, and recalling all che vigor 1 hid left, | eſcaped ourdf 
the water, and got into'the-boar ; as ſoon as'] was there, not beeing able ſomuth's 
to ſtand upon my leggs, 1lay all along, and giving my (elf over to the conduRt of the 
gods, and to the current of. the river, f an to take breath-after my long ſtruggling, 
and to caſt up part of the water I had ſwallowed ; within a little after ir grew night, 
and that hindred mee from ſeeing the banks, or the way I went. The river beeing vt- 
- ry impetuous carried mee away exceeding ſwiftly, and having neither oar to row unto 
tt e ade, nor ſtrength to make uſe of ir, though. I ſhould have had one, ]' w:'s necefſ- 
tated to let it follow the courl of the ſtream, at the pleaſure of my deſtinie, till the 
return of day, and of my ſtrength ; I was ſo extreamly weaken'd that a good partof 
the night was ſpent before | was able to ſtand upon my teet ; but befid:s my wearineſz, 
] ſuffex'd very mu_h_ in many other reſpe&s,.the wetneſs and co!dnels of my clothes, 
which 
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which I!was fain to endure all the night, together with exceſſive pains in my head ad 
my ſtomack, caus'd by the water which was got into = bellie, and which I could not 
well get up again, brought mee to faintings, wherein 1 was like to have died for want 
of help. In che mean time the boat went down very faſt, and the night was not quite 
ſpent, before | was above ſix hundred” furlongs from the place where I fell in. Atlaft 
the day appeared, and with it my hopes returned, and ſom part of my firength, 1 fat 
up, and looking about toward the banks on both ſides, could {ee no bodie z | was 
carried away in the ſame manner above an hour longer, and in the end perceivedthe 
ſmoke of a few chimnies, and caſting my cies toward the ſhore on the fide of Perſia, 
I faw certain men walking; the ſun was alreadic riſen, and the day beeing fair, and 
clear, they eafily diſcovered my boat; I gotup with much ado, and judging I was too 
far off to bee hear'd, beſides, that the noil of the waves would not ſuffer my voice to 
reach to the bank, 1 lift up my hands as high as I could, and then bringing them down 
again with a beſeeching a&ion, I continued a long time begging help from them 

ſigns. In the end they underſtood them, and two men getting intoa lictle boat, whi 

was tied to their bank , began to com ſtraight toward mee; as they drew nearer I 
redoubled my f12ns, and though 1 was carried down very ſwiftly, they rowed ſo hard 
that they quickly overtook mee; They laid hold of my boar, and taking mee ints 
theirs, turned back to the ſhore from whence they came : wee there found a venerable 
old man, who judging by my habic that I was of qualitie, received mee with a great 
deal of reſpet, and affetion; I with a few words in their language which Iſpoke 
reaſonably well, gave him thanks for the obligation 1 had to them, and promiſed 
them all che requital they could expeCt from a gratefull perſon ; but the old man who 
was unwilling to oblige mee to the balves, ſeeing mee benumm'd with cold, and that 


; Iwas hardly ableto ſtand, causd the two men who had brought mee to land, to take 


mee under the arms, and lead mee to his houſ, which was not above a hundred 
from the place where wee were. I was preſently gotten to bed, and the good old mann 
having obſerv'd the richneſs of my arms, cauſed them to bee carefully lock'dup in 
yn for fear the ſtones that were ſet in them, ſhould tempt ſom of his rand, 
when | was in bed hee felc my pulf, and found mee in a violent feaver, and though I 
was of a reaſonable ſtrong conſtitution, I had labored ſo extreamly to ſave my ſelf, 
and had ſuffred ſo much by beeing cold, and wet all night, that I think ic not _—_ 
if my health wast hereby impaired. My charitable friend ſent to the next Town, 
Phyſicians to undertake my cure, and aſſured mee that hee would bee as careful 
of mee himſelf, as if I were his own ſon. The effefts wereanſwerable to his promiſes, 
and during all my ſickneſs, which was long and dangerous, I was waited upon as if 
I had been in my own houſ, and amongſt my moſt afte&ionate kindred ; The good 
old man viſited mee as often as I could admit him without inconveniencie; and hee 
gave mee his aſſiſtance ſo civilly , and fo courteouſly, that I ſhall never forget ſuch 
powerful obligations. Hee was a man of no inconliderable qualitie, who having 
ſpent his youth in the war with much eſteem and reputation, was in his age retired to 
that houf, the ſituation, and building whereof was very pleaſant,and wherein he liv'd 
ſo quietly, that hee ſcarcely heard ſo much as the noiſe of arms; his diſcretion was 
ſach that hee never ask'd mee my name nor my countrie, and I madeno great haſte to 
tell him them, fearing hee would fall off from his affe&tion, and good uſage, when 
hee ſhould once know mee to bee an enemie to his nation. This doubt kept mee from 
ſending my own partie word what was becom of mee, not having any bodie whiom 
] durſt truſt with ſuch a meſſage, and1 reſoly'd to ſtay there till I were recovered, with- 
out ſaying any thing, fince the gods had made mee fall into the hands of ſo chari- 
table perſons. I will not hold you, Madam, in the tedious relation of my ſickneſs, 
nor how | paſſed my time while it forc'd mee to keep my bed ; all my thoughts which 
fince have nobly chang'd their nature, were then bent upon nothing but the recoverie 
of my health; I will onely tell you, that I kept my bed above fix weeks, and that of a 
month after 1 was not able to get on horſ-back, nor to endure the hardſhip of a 
journey. As ſoon as | began to walk about my chamber, my Landlord, whoſe name 
was Araſpes, often afforded mee his companie, and being of a gentle a >- 
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hee made mee paſs many daies delightfully enough. Although hee enquired bur little 
after the armies, yet becing but a ſmall daies journie from them, and having two ſong 
there, hee often heard news from thence ; | had been almolt wo months in his houſ, 
when hee told mee the Scythian armie was repalling the Araxiz, to return home, and 

that the Perſians were retiring alſo. This news traubled mee very much, ſeeing 
ſelf left behinde alone in a ſtrange countrie, and that within our enemies dominions; 
but | was comforted by my knowledg of Araſpes his virtue, whom | believ'd fo gene 
rous, that hee would not alter his former uſage, though hee thould com to know mee.” 
When 1 was ableto leav my chamber, hee carried mee up and down his houfſ, the 
lodgings whereof were very fair, and the ſymmetrie skiltully compoſed. One d N 
which I ought to call the firlt of my life, though it was the firſt of my pains, and of 
thole happie ſuffrings for which 1 now ſee my felf fo gloriouſly rewarded, the good 
old Araſpes led mee into a gallerie beautitied with divers pictures, after having viewed 
many rare ones that hung on the one fide, wee turn'd to the other, where werethepi- 
Qures of certain women drawn ty the lite, which preſently attrafted my ſight, and 
admiration Iasked Araſpes the names of thoſe fair Ladies; you may ſee them allat 
the bottom of their piCtures, ( ſaid hee ) and to inform yeu how they came intomy 
hands, know that | have a ſon in Darius his armie, who hath don nothing bur travel 
from his child-hood; thereare few Provinces in the world, which his curiolitic hath 
not made him viſit, and becauf that among ſom of thoſe qualities the gods have 
given him, hee is reaſonable good at painting, heetake's care to draw the pictures of 
the faireſt, and moſt conliderable Ladies of thoſe places where hee made any ſtay ; and 
of thoſe whoſe pictures he2 could not take himfſelt, hee found means to get them of 
the moſt excellent painters in their ſeveral countrics, and at his return hee dreſs'd up 
this gallerie with them as youſee. This difcourt invited mee to look more intentively 
upon the faces of thoſe eminent perſons, and caſiing my eies upon the meaneſt, I ſaw 
a Ladie full of Majeltie, and in whom notwithſtandihg the nurber of her years, one 
might obſerv remainders of an excellent beautie, and underneath Syſigambis Queen ef 
Perſia: From that venerable perſon | tarn'd unto the next, in whoſe face 1 found a great 
deal of handſomneſs, and an-cxtraordinarie fweetne(s, by the reading of her name, 1 
found it was Statira Queen of Perſia, wife to Darius. A little below theſe two Queens, 
I lookedupon two taces, whoſe beauties were as different as brown and fair can bee, 
yet in that difference agreed to appear equally the Maſter-pieccs of the gods, who never 
formed any. thing fuller of perte&ion, and it the Painter flattered them not, *twas 
neceſſarie to conte(s that Nature had ſer forth-all her 8kill in the mzking of thoſe two | 
admirable ſtrufures; 1 was not fo far dazled with the fight of them, but that I read 
their narjics, and ſaw they were Statira and Pariſatis Princeſſes of Perſia. After thi{] 
law Barſina tbe Daughter of eArtabaſus, Romana the Daughter of Cobortanus, and Aſpafia 
the Daughter of King Occbus, and of a great many other Pertian Ladies. Araſpes and 
his.ſon badplaced thoſe of their own countrie tirft, and n«<xt to them I ſaw a Ladie 
whoſe ſtatelic pre fence,and ſparkling eies witneſſed the ambition of her minde,andthe 
; vivacitieof. her wit, it was Olymphas- Oween of Macedonia, and by her Cleopatra herri- 
val and Miſtreſs to King Philip the father of Alexander. When I had conſidered the 
.countenancesof thefe Ladies, | beheld two whom I inſtantly knew , and whom the 
Painter had very juſtly ravk'd among the faireſt of all the world; they were Berenice 
Princeſs of Scythia, and Stratonice Princeſs of the Iſſedons, 1 was much pleas'd with the 
fight of a perſon to whom | had the honor to bee very near, and looking heedfully 
-upon her, I judg'd by the reſemblance of that piure to the true Berenice, that the - 
Painter was excellent in his art, and that without queſtion hee had made the reſt very 
like who were unknown to mee. After theſe I ſaw Ada Queen of Caria, and Cleopha 
Princeſs of the Maſſegnes, and truly I obſerved in thoſe two Princeſſes all the features 
of anexaQ beautie; but] fixt my eicmore earneſtly upon the face of a woman arm'd 
atall points, and who diſcovering onely apart of it through the beaver of her Cask 
which was ſet up, ſhewed mee all the lineaments of a pleaſing fiercene(s, and ofa 
look able to imprint both fear and refpe& ; The extraordinarie faſhion of her habit, 
. cauſed an impatience in mee to know her name, which I ſaw to bee Minotbea, Queen of 
| the 
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/ the Amazons, after | had read that, I kept my cies a while upon her; but O gods! ſcarce 
had I taken them off, when I caſt chem upon the pifture of my divine Thaleſtris; your 
age ſeem'd not to bee above thirteen, or tourteen, and yet you werearm'd as the Queen 
your Mother, except your head, which was quite uncovered, and; whoſe fair: hair hung 
down in long treſſes upon your ſhoulders, and ſoto the botrom of your coat of arms. 
One of your hands was laid upon a table, where your helmet ſtood, and in the other 
you held a darr,the point whereof reſted upon one of your feet, will not tell you what 
my thoughts were of you at that time,beeing you are not ignorant what they have been 
fince, nor will I deſcribe the beautie | found in a pifture, whereof by the fayour of the 
gods, and by your goodneſs, I may contemplate, and admire the Original z but will 
unfaignedly aſſure you, that from that very moment I began to bee yours,and to frame 
defigns to ſerv you, all the other beauries, though they had drawn my admiration, had 
not yet won my atte&tion; and I looked upon them with an indifference, which I could 
no longer keep, when | Deheld you : 'Tis true my paſſion ſettled not ic ſelf inmy: heart 
with violence at the firſt, nor do | believ a piture able to beget love ſo powerfully, 
but in effeft 1 in my opinion preferr'd you far before all the reſt,and I thought 1 ould 
bee molt happle, it 1 could finde the occafions to ſee you , and ſerv you. I had often 
heard talk of your cultoms, and judging that a man could nor introduce himſelf 
amongſt you without much danger, and difficaltie, I defired to know of Araſpes which 
way his ſon had gotten your pitures, lince men were ſo ftrialy forbidden to enter in- 
to your territories For all that, anſwered Araſpes , this ventrous boy lived man 
months among them, where his youth, and a womans habit, wherewith hee was dil. 
guiſed, made him paſs for one of their ſex, and gave him all the facilitic he could defire 
to ſatisfie his fooliſh curiolitie- Araſpes had no ſooner ſaid thus to mee, but | preſent] 
formed a confuſed , unſettled deſign of what I after executed, and when I had Fd 
courſed a while longer wich him, of what hee had learn'd from his ſon concerning 
your cuſtoms, and the ſeveritie of your laws, I retired into my chamber. After that 
tim? I (aw that lovely picture every day, and when | was fromit, the remembrance of 

that obje& troubled my minde, and cauſed ſom diſquierneſs in mee. I reſiſted a long 

while, and endeavored by divers arguments to oppole thebircth of my affeRion ; but 
eicher the force of my deltinie, or the fancie of my youth carried it againſt the confide- 
ration of all difhculcies ; and knowing that our armie was return'd into Scythia, and 
that there was no hope of overtaking it; I having no pallion, nor.powerful reaſon to 
recall mee into my own countrie, reſolv'd to play a trick of youth, and take a turn 
into your dominions, to ice whether the Painter had not flattred you, and whether 
the beauties of your minde, were correſpondent to thoſe of your bodie, Since Araſpes 
his ſon ( aid I tro my (elf ) hath dared it, and executed it, what ſhould hinder mee 
from undertaking it ; ſhall I have leſs courage, and leſs cunning then hee , and ſhall 
not I do that for (o lovely a Princeſs, which hee did to fatisfie an unprofitable curiofi- 
tie? What reaſon oblige's mee to return into Scythia, and what reaſon forbid's mee to 
form my ſelf in torraign countries , to many things which are befitting perſons of 
my qualicie ? am1 of an age to make aretreat, and to do nothing but after amature 

deliberation ? No, no, Orontes, "cis a ſhame to fear , thou muſt bee bold', and hazard 

ſomching,thou art of an age wherein follies are pardonable, and if thou foreſceſt any 

ditkculcie in thy enterpriſe, thou ſkalr alſo gain glory by. overcoming itz if thou mult 

needs love, 'tis beſt to love ſomthing great, and extraordinarie, the gods favour ad- 

ventrous deſigns, and they have given thee ſpiric enough to drive all obſtacles before 
thee. In this reſolution 1 waited for my perfett health , and for the recoverie of my 
{trength, and when I felt my ſelf in ſuch a condition, that | might undertake the voi- 

age within a while, I was willing to repay the kindeneſs I had received from Araſpes, 

by a truſt to which hee had ſufficiently obliged mee ; his diſcretion had been very re- 
markable, in hiding the deſire it was probable hee might have to know mee, and 1 

thought that without beeing ingrateful I could no longer conceal my ſelf from him, 

nordiffruſt a man to whom I was indebted for my life. To that end beeing one day 

alone with him in my chamber, after ſom other diſcourſ. Father ( faidI ) I were the 

moſt unworthie of all men living, if I ever ſhould loſe the remembrance of your fa- 
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vours, and} weremoſt Inprateful, and ancivil if any fear, or any confideration ſhould 
withhold tee from piy ing what t ow you, I conteſs 1 am obliged to you for my lite, 
but I rabft Jet you Kriow that yourgen:roie is yet more commendable then you ima« 
gle and that in thinking to faveaman, you have fav'd an enemie to yoar coun« 
tric, and one of thoſe who came tobring the war into your territories. Yes, Araſpes, 
Tan Seyhian, and not to' fruſtrate you of thoſe advantages you may for by 
this tricounter, | will tell you that } am born a Prince; aſter the obligations | Havero 
you; I'will not make you loſe the rights you have upon your Priſoner : } amſa, 
Ardſpes. and 1 proteft toy ow by all the gods, that I will not depart from you witkour 
your permiſſion, and that if you reftore mee my liberty, 1 will pay you my ranfom 
with alt the acknowledgment you can hope tor trom a Prince, wtrom you have deli. 
vered from death, Araſpes was aſtoniſhed art this diſcourf, as hee ſhewed by ſom altera- 
tion that appeared in his countenance, bur his virtue was not ſhaken by ic, and hayi 
Fooked iipon mee with more reſpe& then hee had formerly ; Sir, ( faid hee) though 
had known all this, before thoſe ſmall ſervices I havedon you, it (hould not haveds 
miniſhed any thing of that affe&tion wherewith | did them , but wonld onely hare 
obliged mee to render more exatly, what is due to a perſon of your qualitie. 1 will 
never confider you as # Priſoner, nor as an enemie, neicher will I pretend to any other 
advantape by this encounter then the glorie of having ſerv'd a virtuous Prince,and one 
who voachfafe's to acknowledg it. After theſe words hee ſpoke many others fo full 
of generohtie, that 1 was troubled at my beeing fo lictle able to requite him. Wee had 
4 long conteſtation, and ſeeing I could not overcom his civilitie, | took my arms out 
of a trank whereof hee had delivered mee the key, as ſuon as hee ſaw mee ſomthing 
bertex ; the ſtones wherewith they were enriched, were worth above thirtie talents, 
and having ther nothing to offer him in requital of his kindneffes, I, with very affe- 
Qionate entreaties, praied him to accept them, but hee obitinately refuſed, and dif- 
fwadd mee with powerful reaſons ,that I was compelled co moderate my preſent, and 
to keep back part of whar 1 offred him ; 1 will never ſtir from hence, while live (faid 
I )onfefs yau take fonjthing of that I preſent you ; That fon, whoſe curioſitie is {6 
prati-worthie, ſhall for my fike one day wear this curaſs which I give him, and ſing 
you will limir the liberalicic of a Prince, far from his own countri-, and who 
chance may ſaffer ſom wane in a journie hee means to undertake, bee pleas'd co fend 
one of your ſervants tothe Town to fel] fom of the ſtones of my Cask, and to buy 
meea horf, and arms of lower price ; *tis the onely means | have to furniſh my (df 
for a youthful voiage which 1 will make you acquainted with before my departare. 
Notwithſtanding all the reaſons Araſpes could alledg, to put off the preſent I urged 
upon him, yet was hee conſtrained to accept jt, wich proteſiations to keep it for ever 
to him and his, as a mark of my excefve acknowledament, and of the good fortune 
hee hadro ſerv mee. Trold him my name, my qualitie, and the accident that had 
bronght mee into his hands , and then the dehire | had, to take a different way from 
that of our armie, and togo by his fon's example, to vilit the Amazons, whole Prin- 
cefF had touch'd mee with an earneft longing to know her more particularly ; hee ar- 
gued againſt that defign with very ſpecious reaſons , and repreſented thoſe dangers 
which onght co havedifſwaded mee, but when hee tound 1 was wiltully bent upon 
it, and that hee ftrove in vain to divert mee, hee would not ſuffer mee to undertake 
that voiage alone, bat told mee his youngelt ſon ſhould accompanie mee, fince hee 
was then at hume, and that his age was capable of a diiguiſe like mine. 1 received 
this offer very joifully, and beeing excreamly ſatished with the behaviour, and virtue 
of that young man, lembraced him as the tuture companion of my adventurer, and 
gave way that his father ſhould command him to go and take order for our equipage, 
hee carried 'my cask to the next Town, and returned the day after with handfom arms, 
two good horſes, and eight talents in gold. I gave four of themto the ſervents that 
had waited on mee during my ficknefs, and left the other four to Laſcaris, ( that was 
the nanje of the youth who was to go along with mee ) to defray our expences. I had 
alfy ſomrings of good value, which Þ refery'd for my utmoſt neceſſities. Atrer having 
taken thix order for my departure, Irook leay of good Araſpes, to ny _—_ 
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thouand proteſtations of an everlaſting friend(hip, and of a perfe&t requital of his 
favors, in the perſon of his ſon, and of all that had any relation to him, if it were in 
my power t0 oblige them. Hee ſhed tears at our going away, and accompanied us with 
wiſhes, and praiers for our profperitie. Wee went on this manner from his houſ, and 
took our way through Hyrcania,and Batftriane, Not to trouble you with the particu- 
lars of my voiage, which are of no conſequence, I croſſed over unkfhown countries 
without any conliderable adventure, and during all my journie, 1 entertain'd my ſelf 
with the pleaſing remembrance your piQture had left mee. I ſomtimes thoughe with 
my ſelf, that perchance the Painter had flattered you, that perhaps | might finde you 
yery different from your pitare, this thought did not a little perplex mee, but when 
| remembred that ot Berenice, and Stratonice whom hee had ſo naturally repreſen 
| imagined that hee had don as well in yours. But howſoever { faid1)t this 
Princeſs ſhould not prove ſo fair as her pifture,and that ſhee bee not beautiful enough 
to confirm mee in theatftcion her piture hath begun in mee, my voiage will not bee 
altogether unprofitable, and I (hall in(truCt my (eltin forcaign parts, concerning many 
things 1 ſhould not have learn'd in Scytbia- Our apparel was ſuitable to the habic of 
the countries where wee pals'd; Laſcaris was perte& in the languages , and I had 
knowledge enough in them, to paſs treely through all Darius his Dominions. Wee 
came into Cappadocia, and having travelled through part of it, wee got at laſt unto 
your frontiers. B:tore wee entred into your territories, wee bought our ſelvs wo- 
men's clothcs, and having put them on, went (traighe to the chief citie of Themiſcive, 
where wee arrived, within a ſhore time, and took a lodging, not] before the 
Queen your Mother began her macch again the Cilicians. Wee had very little trouble 
to difſemble our (ex, neither ot us being then eighteen years old, and beeing both 
cunning enough in concealing our ſelys, and in avoiding thoſe miſtake's that might 
have diſcovered us. The firlt rime I (aw you was at the Temple, but 1 found your 
beautie ſuch, that my eyes were dazled wirh it, and my heart not onely confirm'd in 
its inclinations towards you, but mortally wounded, or rather utterly loſt in that paſ- 
fion which tjll then had ſparedic ; The changes of my countenance were almoſt like 
to have given ſom knowledg of my inward pain to thoſe that ftood near mee,and when 
paſſing by mze as you went out of the Temple y -u afforded mee a nearer view of thoſe 
admirable features which the painter had but imperfeftly repreſented, F was nor far 
from caſting my (elf at your feet, and diſcovering the nature of my love, by ſom 
ſrangeeffeft of it; yet 1 contented my ſelf with kiſſing your robe = ſaw others do, 
as you paſs'd by, and retired to my lodging as much confounded at that fight, as I was 
ſatisfied wich my voiage. | ſaw you again many other times, yet without giving you 
any occalion to take notice of mee, not beeing willing to make my (elf known to 
you, but by ſom conliderable ſervice. | will not tell you at large what my thoughes 
were then, the events have {ince given you ſufficient knowledg of them, and that rech- 
tal would engage mze in a tedious length. In the mean time the Qyeen your Mother 
went forth wich herarmie againlt the Ciliciars, and though I could not abſent my 
ſelf from your fight withour an extream trouble, yet would I needs bee one in that 
expedition, believing that in the war | might finde ſom occaſion to make my ſelf re- 
markable, and toendear my acquaintance to you ; Iput my ſelf in among the forces, 
without any command, and the gods favored my good intentions ſo far, that in» the 
firſt encounters, I did the Queen ſervices of ſom importance, which obliged her to 
take mee near her perſon, to keep mee there with a great deal of goodneſs, and to 
preſent mee to you, at ourreturn, Behold, Madam, all that happened to mee before 
the glorious hour, wherein you received mee into your fervice, which | will call che 
ficſt of my lite, ſince | never lived indeed, till I had the honor to bee yours. 
Te was in thele terms that Oronter told mee the beginnings of his life, and | lent him 
a marvellous attention to the end of his diſcourſ; bur after | had ralked a while with 
him, and Hippolita, concerning the things hee had elated, eaten alight areal, and ſaf. 
fred my wounds to bee drefled, | defired to know whaz had befallen him, fine the time 
of his bani(:m*at from mee, hoping for no leſs ſativfation thereby, chen I had receiv« 
ed by his firlt adventures, and having ſens all peed perſons but of my — 
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I praied himto give mee that relation , and Orontes without laying for a more ex. 
preſs command began again in theſe terms. | | 

My fault-was ſo great, Madam, that as well as you, 1 judg'd my puniſhment to bee 
juſt, and when you pronounged my fatal ſentence, I had neither cau/, nor defire to 
murmur againſt it; you ſaw with what cranquillitie of minde I reccived it,and the he: 
vens that d my ſtay inthe arbor after you were gon , were witneſſes that your 
ſevere decree; made mee neither accuſe you of inhumanitie,nor complain of my deſiinig 
yet having a heart which was not impoſſible,8& which beeing capable of al}-the tormenty 
of ſorrow, could not bee more deeply, nor more juſtly afflited with them, then in this 
encounter, it ſunk under ſo violent an aſſault, and gave no longer ear to conſtancie, 
nor to. Philoſophie 3 my firlt motion tended toward death, and 1 judg'd that even out 
of ſelt-love 1 ought to die, thereby to deliver my ſelf from a thouſand miſcries more 
cruel ehen death it felt, and that in reaſon I ought to give you ſatisfation for the 
fault I had committed ; all my thoughts agreed in this reſolution, and | believed my 
love could not have a nobler concluſion, then in giving you the remainder of a lite, 
which I deſired not to preferv after I had made ic unworthie to pleal you, and to bee 
owned by you. Ic is moſt juſt ( cried I of a ſudden it is molt juft, Thaleſtris, that 
you ſhould bee ſatisfied, and though you have not commanded mee to die,that {paring 
of my life is an effe&t of your goodneſs, which I ought not to abuſe ; you bad mee live 
that | might bee ſeniible of remorſ for my offence , but you forbad mee not to die, 
that I might free my ſelf from fo great a torment , and you will pardon mee this 
ſmall dii/obedience, which puniſhe's, and fatisfie's mee both together. | am unwor. 
thie to live tor you, and'tis impoſſible | (hoald live without you, conſent theretorety 
the lols of a lite, which cannot bee odious to you, without beeing in'upportable to 
mee, and condemn mee not to agreat many lingringd-aths ; ſince one alone, anda 
ſhort one, is able to deliver mee from them all. I ſpoke many other words tull of x 
juſt and a quiet deſpair, and riling up frcm the earth where | had continued unmone- 
able atter your going away, I alreadic had put my hand upon the hilt of my ſwordto 
execute my laſt retolation, when the Gods ſent the officious Laſcaris, to preventit; 
"twas that young man, Araſpes his fon , whom [ ſtill kept wich mre, and who unde + 
the name of Laſcaria had all that while liv'd among the women the Queen your Mo- 
ther gave mee'; and to whom alone I had truſted: the ſecret of my love, and indeed his 
diſcretion was exceeding great, and though his years were hardly more then mine, yet 
was hee little inferior in prudence, to-thoſe of ripeſt age. As ſoon as hee came into 
the arbor hee obſerv'd an alteration in my countenance, and conlidering my eies 
which.hada wilde, fatal look, and the. ſuddenneſs wherewich I ſtarted up, and had 
begun to draw my ſword ; heeſuſpefted my intention , and catching faſt hold of my 
arm, Al! Sir, ( ſaid hee ) what will you do? Ile die Laſcaris ( anſwered 1 ) lince 
Thaleftris will not have mee live. Die Sir ! ( replied Lſcaris ) the gods forbid I ſhould 
ever conſent to that, while I have any lite, and what ſo weightie cauſ have you to de- 
ſire death, and to give it your felt with. your own hands ? The anger of 7baleſtris 
( faidT and the impoſſibilitie of living after having oftended her. Ah! Sir ( replied 


| Laſcaris pulling my hand with all his force from the hilt of my {word and conſtrain- 


ing, mee to fit down upon the ſeats of green turf which were in the arbor ) comto 
your {clf again, and conlider how much this deſpair is unfitting your courage, 

how much ic thwart's the authoritie ot the gods. Hee continued making mee a long 
diſcourſ to; the ſame purpoſe, to which1 anſwered onely by a few ſighs, and ſeeing 
mee inſeniuble of. his arguments, and but Jittle diverted tron my reſolution: At lealt 
Sir, ( faid hee )) grant this favor to your faithful Laſcaris, to Jet him know the cauſ 
of your deſpair, and if it bee a lawful one hee will diſpoſe himſelf to die with you. 
Though I 'was but little capable of any diſcourſ, I forced- my grief, co complie with 
wich the defires of that youth, whoſe affeftion had ſtrongly obliged mee, and having 
told him my adventure in a few words, hee became as ſad, and as unmoveable 2s my 
ſelf. Yer did hee alledg all hee could deviſe for my conſolation, and endeavor'd by 
cunningexpofitions,' . to ſiveeten the ſharpneſs of your decree ; but finding, I was not 


moved with all hee faid, and that it would bee very hard for him to difſwade mee from 
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a reſolution, which hee ſaw ſtill written in my face, hee caſt himſelf ſuddenly at my 
feet, and prefiing my hands between his, Sir, ( {aid hee )) it the affe&tion of one 
who forſake's all his triends to tie himſelf inſeparably to your ſervice, hath deſerved 
any thing of you, and it the conjuration I uſe in the name of Thaleftris bee conſi- 
derable to you, grant mee the favour which I beg , ſince it is not contrarie to your in- 
tention, and that you cannot refuſe it, unleſs you will have mee die here in your 
ence. I onely beſeech you to delay your reſolution for two daies, that thoſe 
= yet have for you, may bee made clear by knowing the will of the gods ; you 
may leay this Court,tince you cannot appear in it by reaſon of Thaleſtris's anger, but 
as wee go away wee will paſs by a Temple of Belona's, famous in this province, to 
whoſe Oracles, if the acceſs were permitted unto men, they would com from the 
furtheſt parts of the earth ; there you may inſtru your ſelt concerning the pleaſure 
of the gods, and after their anſwer follow your own inclinations, which I will ne- 
ver refiſt while I live. 1 was ſo extremely obliged to this young man's fidelicie, that I 
could not denie his requelt, and having promiſed him that delay with an oath, I ſet- 
tled his minde from that fear hee was infor mce. 1 was not willing to make a longer 
ſtay in that countrie, & having ſworn to him once more that] would not attempt any 
thing againſt my lite, and that] would ſtay tor him at a place in the wood which 1 
appointed, hee went back to the Palace, to fetch a couple of good horſes, and other 
things which he thought neceſſarie for our departure. I ſhould never have don, Ma- 
dam, if I would deſcribe all the thoughts wherewith my foul was combarted, that 
recital would bee of a'tedious length, therefore 1 will onely tell you, that never 
heart was in a more deplorable condition, and that the deſire of death never was ſo 
peaceably confirm'd. Laſcaris returned within a lictle wkile,bringing two good horſes, 
arms, money, and jewels, which by the Queens liberalitie and yours, wee had in 
abundance, and which bee took without my direQions. | got on horſ-back, and 
travelled toward a little Town, two or three hours riding from Themiſcira. But ſeeing 
with Laſcaris one of my women, in whom I had found a great deal of afteQion to- 
ward mee, and whom hee had brought to help him to lead the horſes, and carrie the 


' arms, I took heralong with mee to the place where wee lay that night, that from 


thence | might write the letter you received from the hands of Hippolita, and ſo having 
made her get up behinde Laſcaris, 1 went out of the wood with a forrow which I ftinde 
my ſelf unable to repreſent. Wee arrived at that litth Town where | palled in melan- 
cholly fits, or rather in mortal agonies, and riſing by break of day , | gave that wo- 
man my letter cloſe ſealed up, with expreſs order not todeliver it to any bodie but 
Hippolita, and took horſ ro go unto the Temple Laſcaris had told mee ot. Wee go 
thither before it was noon, and after I had praied and begg'd of the goddeſs to whom 
it was dedicated, to let mee know her pleaſure, ſhee returned this Oracle. 


The Oracle. 


Live, go, and com to th* edg of Themiſcire, 
Ere the Sun's courſ a ſecond time exſpire , 
Thou on her Empires borders ſbalt recover, 
The lovely objec} which made thee a Lover, 


I am not able totell you, Madam, in what mannerl receiv'dthis Oracle, and which 
was ſtronger in mee the grief to ſee my ſelf reduced to a neceſlitie of living, of dif- 
obeying the gods; or the joy which their promiſes revived in mee by ſuch pleaſing 
hopes. I remained along time without motion, wavering in the diverſitie of thoſe 
thoughts, and then of a ſudden lifting up my hands and eies to heaven, Great gods 
( cried |) exatt not an obedience from mee which I no longer am in a condition to 

ield you, or if you will have mee live, reſtore mee new forces, or more evident 
opes then thoſe you have confuſedly given mee, all things conſpire to have mee die, 
and ſhee who diſpoſe's of my fate with you, hath pronounced a ſentence which you 
have not revoked. Theſe words, ſpoken with a loud: voice, ſtrack wonder in all thoſe 
that keard them, and the Prieſteſs who took mee for a woman could not imagine gone 
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cauf of my deſpair. Laſcaris in the mean time came to mee, and not beeing able to 
diſſemble the joy, which this Oracle, ſo contormable to his delires, had wrought in 
him, well Madam ( faid hee, uling that term becauf of them that were preſent ) will 
you doubt till of the goodnels of the gods, and will you without their conſent (@ 
crifice a life, the diſpoſing whereof they have reſerv'd unto themſelvs ? Ah ! Laſcaris 
( anſwered ! with a deep ſigh) my fortune is but little altred, and this command of 
the gods, is onely an effeft'ot their goodne(s, which would banith a juſt deſpair by 
unjuſt hopesz they cannot force my ſoul to continue in a priſon, the abode whereof 
is no longer ſupportable.; and they will pardon mee a diſobedience which | am forced 
to by a power not inferior to theirs. What, Madam (' replied Laſcaris ) wil you add 
iwpietie, andblaſphemie to that attempt againſt your lite which hath alreadie hai 
nouſly offended them, and do you diſdain both their expreſs commands, and the pros 
miſes they make you in words that are fo little obſcure ? did they ever ſpeak leſs confu- 
ſedly, or leſs doubtfully, and can you yet bee uncertain of a reſolution, you ſhould 
havetaken in a moment? To theſe pertwaſions Laſcaris add:d many others, andde. 
firing the Prieſteſs to aſſiſt him, in requiring that obedience 1 owed unto the gods, 
and in confirming the hopes they gave mee, they uſed ſo many arguments that at lait 
they made mee conceiv ſom glimpſ of them , and deter my deſign of dying, till] 
ſhould ſee my ſelf fruſtrate of my expeAtation. Behold, Madam, which way 1 came 
to bee content to live, aud to paſs the time of that baniſhment which you, and the 
gods had enjoined mee, in other countrics ; beeing this part of my recital was molt 
important to my love, I have enlarged my felt moſt upon it, and1I will tell you more 
ſaccinaly what ha's happened to mee ſince. | went out of the Temple, and got on 
horſ-back, yet doubtſul in wiat kingdom I ſhould paſs wy exile. 1 was reſolved not 
to return into Scythia, and conſulted a great while with Laſcaris, whither 1 ſhould go, 
In the end | determined to travel indifterently , and without deſign, into all thoſe 
countries where I could have free paſſage, and putting on man's apparel 2gain as ſoon 
as wee were upon your frontiers, I entred into Ci1icia , which after the time of your 
truce lived very quietly under Neobarzanes. I viſited Tharſus unknown, and all the 
faireſt cities of that kingdom, from thence I went 'into Papblagonia,' which I pal 
through without any remarkable adventure, and having alſo travelled about Lyris, 
Caria, and Pamphilia, 1 had a minde to ſee Greece , and came into Europe fix months 
after my departure from Themiſcira. 1 relate theſe things briefly, not beeing willing to 
keep you long in the recital of events that have nothing memorable; but this I may 
aſſure _ that what voiages ſoEver | made, I was inſeparable from you, and you 
were alwaies ſo preſent to my remembrance, that all the objefts I met withall, were 
never able to put you a moment out of my minde ; My thoughts maintain'd a piti- 
leſs war againſt mee, and recalling into my memorie thoſe happineſles | had enjoied in 
your companie by my deceit, the conſideration of their loſs touch'd mee ſonearly, 
that I have wondred a thouſand times, how I had ſtrength enough to out-laſt eighteen 
or twentie months exile. O my divine Princeſs ( cried I ſomtimes ) with how ſweeta 
conſolation ſhould I bee bleſſed, if 1 could hope that the miſerable Oritbia had yet any 
place in your memorie, and that without hating her you could remember the favors 
thee hath ſtollen from you ! How happie would my deſtinie bee, if you did but ſay 
yet once again to your ſelf, My dear Orithia, I envie thee not thy delightful thefts, 
and1 pardon thy love, and thy deceit in conſideration of thy ſervices! O ! how wel 
com to mee would this knowledg of your relenting bee ! and how ſwiftly wouldic 
make the ages of baniſhment run out ! but, O juſt Thaleſtris, is it poſſible you ſhould 
indeed hate that Oritbia, whom you have fo dearly loved, and all whoſe crime is that 
ſhee loved you ? Was that an offence worthie of the puniſhment you have inflited on 
mee? andif ſuch a divinitie as your ſelf can ſuffer the affe&ion of a man, could you 
deſire a more pure, or a more diſcreet one? Ah! Thaleſtris , you will one day return 
unto your ſelf, and by the _—_— of the gods | hope, will underſtand the nature 
of my fault, and that you will judg ic puniſhed ſeverely enough, by the pains I ſuffer 
for its expiation. Theſe were my ordinarie thoughts, and when 1 talk with Laſcaris, 


wee never diſcourſed of any thing but you, In theſe contemplations 1 vifited part of 
| Greece, 
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Greece, | view'd the ſtately Town of Athens, where I converſed with the great Phecion, 
and the eloquent Demoſthenes; I ſaw the famous Sparta, and from thence paſſed into | 
Achaia. There it was] learned that Ayis, King of the Lacedemonians, had ſhaken off the 
yoke which Alexander had impoſed upon them, and that taking advantage by hisab- 
ſence, hee had made an incurſion into the territories of the Etolians, and Achaiens; 
That Antipater Governor in Macedonia for Alexander, was marching ftraighttowards 
him with his forces, and was at that time encamped near the Citie of Megalopolis. I 
believed that war would afford mee ſom matcer of divertiſement , and that 1 might 
ſpend part of the ſummer there with more pleaſure and more glorie, then in my in«- 
different voiages ; Ibethought my ſelf a good while before I made choice of my fide, 
but in the end | remembred the obligations you had to Alexander, and the confideras | 
tion hee had ſhown of your Dominions, when hee ſubdued thoſe of your neighbors; 
and participating in that engagement, I tixt upon thedelign of acquitting you, and of 
ſerving him at lealt in my own perſon, who had dealt fo civilly with you. I waver'd 
no longer therefore in my ele&ion, but going to Antipaters Armie, t10ugh at firſt I 
was unknown to him, 1 made my ſelf remarkable in ſom encounters, with ſucceſs 
enough to bee taken notice of, and to make him deſire to know mee. Having learned 
of mee ſomthing of my qualitie, and ſeen mee effet ſom enterpriſes which were rea- 
ſonably hazardous, hee was pleaſed to eſteem mee more then I deſerved; and gave mee 
imploiments in his armie above my age, and above my capacitie. I neverthelets was fo 
careful to diſcharge them tolerably, that hee thought not hee had any reaſon to repent 
higgſelf, and when hee heard that Ayis adies to give him battel , he truſted mee 
with the command of part of his Cavalrie.- My defire to cut this relation ſhort keep's 
mee from telling how the two Armies drew near to one another, and how they were 
ordered, and diſpoſed; but 'tis hard for meeto paſs over the valiant aftions that were 
don by the King of the Lacedemonians, fince otie may truely ſay, that nevet man fought 
with more valorand generofitie. I ſhall ſay no more then truth, when 1 cell you hee 
broke like thunder into our Battalions, and that hee carried viftorie along with him 
whitherſo&ver hee went, hee was of an extraordinarie ftatare, gallantly arm'd, and 
bravely mounted. Caſſarder Antipater's fon, who led the left wing of his father's armie, 
would have oppoſed his furie, but hee raſhed fo imperiouſly upon him, that hee 
made him tumble among the horſes feet, and charging into the very place where Anti- 
pater was in perſon, in ſpite of the defence of all thoſe about him, hee woanded him 
{o in two places with his ſword , that hce fell to the ground, but beeing taken up 
again by thoſe that wrre near him, I came to that place within a minute after, and ſee- 
ing that valiant King bloudie all over, force his way into our ſquadrons, I flew upon 
him, after I had defied him with a loud crie. Although 1 injure modeſtie in ſpeaking to 
my own advantage, after the praiſes] have given to the valor of that Prince , 1 
will nevertheleſs tell you that our encounter chanced to bee very equall, and wee 
ſhock'd each other ſo forcibly, that wee catrie both to the ground and our horſes 
with us ; wee diſengaged our ſelvs preſently from our ſtirrups, ard began a combat 
on foot, which cauſed ſom of thoſe that were fighting to hold their harids and look 
upon us, wee quickly wounded one another, but the number of marvellous aftions 
hee had don that day, having wearied his bodie, though his courage was indefatigable, 
and the bloud hee had loſt before having weakened him, more then the wounds I had 
the fortune to give him, hee was almoſt unable to fight longer, and I hoped for the 
vitorie with likely-hood , when a great many of our men comitig to that place 
would alſo have falken upon him; bur I oppoſed their furie, and did fo much by my 
entreaties, or by my threatnings, that I kept them fromir, and gave the.Latedemoni- 
ans leiſure to fetch off their King, and deliver him out of that throng, from which 
hee was no longer able to free himſelf. By his retreat the viftorie declared it felf abſo- 
lutely for the Macedonians , and Antipater proſecuted it ſo hotly, that almoſt all the 
Lacedemozians were defeated; but their valianie King, beeirig unwilling to ſurvive 
that loſs, alighted out of alitter in which they had put him, and though ſo weak 
that hee was hardly able to ſtand, hee cauſed himſelf ro bee carried back into the fighe, 
where after hce had don things that ſurpaſs belief, and raiſed a breaſtwork of dead bo- 
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dies round about him, hee ſunk at laf, as his predeceſſor Leonidas at the ſtrait of 
Thermopbiles, and talling tired wich conquering upon the heaps of thoſe hee had (lain, 
received a death, which ought to make him live forever in the memorte of mens | 
have enlarged my ſelf, contrarie to my deſign, upon this paſſage, becauſ I was moſt 
ſenſibly grieved atit, and that the memorable end of ſo great a Prince deſerved a 
i mention of him. By that onely viRtorie Antipater ſettled Alexander's affain 
again in that countrie, and believing I had contributed ſomthing towards it, hee did 
mee honors, and ſhewed mee kindneſs which were confiderable enough. 1 continued 
with him till having no more enemies to hght withall, hee began his march back into 
Macedonia. Then I cook my leavy of him, and of his fon, though they both were very 
earneſt to keep mee with them, and offered mee very advantageous condirions, A 
year was alreadie expired ſince my departure from Themiſcira, and I had a defireto 
return into Afia, bur I travelled a ditterent way from that I came, and was willing to 
ſpend the time that ſtill remained, in ſ-eing thote provinces which were yet unknown 
to mee. | went into Parthia, and the countries of the Mardes, and of the Fattriam, 
whither the diſloialBeſſus was alreadie retired after the murther of his King;from thence 
I entred into Hyrcania,and in the end I came upon your frontiers. T here] put on wo- 
mans apparel again, and there the firſt news 1 heard was that of your captivitie. 1 
need not tell you, Madam, the greatneſs of my forrow, my paſſion is ſufficiently 
known to you, to give you ſom gueſs of it, and you may well imagine that hadit 
not been tor the promile of the gods, and my bclief that in this encounter I mi 
finde ſom occation to ſerv you, I ſhould have ſunk ander that affliftion. I ſummoned 
all my courage together to employ it for your ſervice, and begging of the gods ts 
grant mee axcecectanls forces, | went with ſom contidence toward the place where 
your armie was encamped. Before 1 would diſcover my ſelf ro the other women, | 
defired to learn of Hippolita whom I had ever known to bee moſt diſcreet, in what 
eſtate wy affairs were in this countrey, and whether 1 might yet paſs for Orithia, | 
was ſo happie that I tound a favorable occation, as you have heard, and received com- 
forts from her which railed my hopes again. I learn'd of her ( and bee this ſpoken 
Madam, without ſtirring up, your anger ) that you had beſtowed ſomtears on my de- 
parture, and that my memorie was not indifferent to you, all ws affliftions were 
counterpoiſed,by the joy this knowledg cauſed in mee,and it ſo redoubled my couraye, 
that | accounted all things too weak to retard the defign I had to deliver you. You 
have heard from Hippolita, all that paſſed from the time of my arrival to that of yoar 
deliverance, and 1 will add to what ſhee hath told you, that as wee marched toward 
this Town, I praied Menalippa, and the chief of thoſe women that had acceſs to you, 
not to ſpeak one word of my beeing return'd , but to ſtay till I diſcovered my ſelf, be- 
fore you heard that news from any bodie elf, This was it that favored the diſſimuls 
tion which wee uſed {o happilie for mee , and retiring after the fight, while the wo- 
men did their duties to you, I found means when you were in bed, to ſpeak with 
a and to plot that with her , which ſhee ſo cunningly hath effe&ted to ny 
advantage. 

Orontes ended his ſtorie thus, and by that concluſion of it made mee bluſh again, and 
fetch'd back pait of my ſhame, and part of my anger, but beeing no longer in terms 
to dilſemble my affetion, I gave him all the modeſt proofs of it hee could defirr. 
From that day hee carried himſelf towards mee,very differently from his former man- 

- ner, and cutting off all thoſe liberties I had granted him as Orithia, never gave mee any 
cauſto blame him for want of reſpe&t, or of diſcretion. I am too tedious in my rela- 
tion, bautl will ſhorten the reſt of ic, and tell you that beeing carefully drefled, and 

| looked to, my wounds were quickly cured, and not beeing ſtrong enongh to keep 
the field inCilicia, againſt hoſe ſupplies which in probabjilitie would arrive within 2 

while, I contented my (elf with putting a garriſon in that Town, and as ſoon as1 

wasable to endure a chariot, I returned into my own territories, and took my way 

toward Themſcira : But before 1 was gotten to my chief citie, hee that ſucceeded New 

barzaxes, ſentto delire peace with mee, and the misfortune I had ſuffered by war, 

together with the counſels of Orontes, whoſe thoughts were very averſ from * per- 
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ſwaded mee to grant it him upon reaſonable conditions, and to eſtabliſh an alliarice 
with him which fince hath not been violated. I ſhall not itand to recount the welcoms 
| received from my ſubjeRs, atter a ſharp and dangerous captivitie, nor the honors 
they rendred to my valiant deliverer, whom they beheld as the proteQting Goddeſs of 
Themiſcira; (hee took again her former lodgings in the Palace, and her former ſervants, 
and had a great deal more autoritie amonglt all our women then in times paſt, bur 
ſhee abuſed it not, and managed their reſpe& to her ſo diſcreetly , that ſhee inflamed 
them all witha violent affeftion ; for mine own part I muſt conteſs to my confuſion, 
that | found ſo many amiable qualities in her, and had ſo many cauſes to bee pleaſed 
with her love to mee, that | preſerved nor the leaſt remainder ot my former inclinati- 
ons, but gave my ſelf to her as much as my virtue, and the informations I had re- 
ceived from her ſelf could permit mee; wee had no more but one thought, and if 1 may 
fay ſo without bluſhing, wee had no more bur one ſoul, and one will; I made no 
longer any difficultie to open my heart to him, and to confeſs that I loved him more 
then my ſelf, but what advantage ſoever he arew from that confeſſion, hee never em- 
boldened himſelf to take thoſe liberties that were forbidden him ; My women often 
admired, that they no longer ſaw that familiaritie between us they had formerly ob- 
ſerved, and though our converſation was more frequent then ever, they found, but 
knew not the cauſ; that wee had baniſhed thoſe kiſſes, and embraces , which in former 

times were wont to make a good part of our entertainment. All che ſweetnefles that 
a modelt affeftion can produce, were taſted by us with a perte& tranquillicie, wee were 

inſeparable except at thoſe hours when decencie forced us to bee afunder ; wee 
communicated or moſt private thoughts to one another, and Orontes as hee was 

diſcreet, and reſpe&ful, could defire no greater proots of my affeftionz But beeing 
wee could have but one aim, and that onely marriage could give it a lawtul conclu- 
ſion, wee had no ſmall difhiculties to overcom. I loved Orontes enough ( lince in fpite 
of his ingratitude I muſt avow is ) to forlake my kingdom, and retire into Scythia 
with hin), beeing our laws wereenemies to our intentions, and would not ſuffer mee 
to take him for my husband, and keep my Empire; but hee was troubled I ſhould 
abandon it for him, and before wee came to that extremitie, would endeavor to pre- 

ſerv it, and to aboliſh thoſe cuſtoms, whereof hee had alreadie made mee ſte the er- 

rors z wee ſtrove therefore both of us to make our molt conſiderable women abhor 

the infamie of them : whenſotver occaſion was offered, wee repreſented to them, how 

ignominious it was to go and ſeek out men, for ſuch ſhameful ends, and by ſuch re- 

prochful waies;and when they alledged neceſlicie which had left them no other means 

to have poſteritie, wee told them it was better to bee the laſt Amazones, then to make 

the race of themetcrnal by ſuch ſtrange means, and that it was much more feem- 

ly to live like all the reſt of the world, then ro maintain our fſelvs by cuſtoms ſo con- 

trarie to honor, and virtue. Our autoritie amongſt them, ſtood us in good ſtead, at 
our firſt diſcourſes upon that ſubjeft, for they would never have ſuffered them from 

perſons that had been leſs conſiderable ; but by lictle and little they grew accuſtomed 

to them, and gave us ſom beam of hope, that intime ſom of them might hearken to 

our propoſitions. In theſe emploiments wee pafſed a whole year, and Orontes who al- 

readie was in his three and twentieth, and who uſed much induſtrie to __ the hair 

from growing upon his face, which quickly would have diſcovered his ſex, by reaſon 

of troubleſom obſtacle, which was like ſhortly to croſs his contentments, began to 

think of expedients either to make progreſs in the minds of our women, or to con- 

vey us into his province of the Maſſagetes, which = blind offe&ion had alreadie 

made mee reſoly upon, when our defigns were thwarted by a ſtrange revolu- 

tion. 

Our neighbors of Cappadocia, who hadalwaies lived peaceably with us, having re- 
ceived ſome {light diſcontents, by thoſe women of ours who were neareſt to their 
frontiers, and having refuſed that ſatisfa&ion I offered them, declared war againſt us, 
and began to raif forces to invade our Province. Seeing I could not divert that ſtorm 
but by refiſtance, I alſo cauſed leavies to bee made, and in a ſhort time ſet on foot an 
armie able to oppoſe their intention, and to carrie the m_ wherewith they threatned 
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us, home into their own countric. But when our armie was readie to march I found 
my ſelf not well, and though my fickneſs was but (leight, Orontes, who believed the 
toils of that voiage might make ic worl, per{waded mee by all means to give my ſelf 
reſt at home, and to leav the condu of the armie to himz hee had much ado to ob. 
tain my conſent, as well by reaſon. | was deſirous to go in perſon apainit them whg 
wadethemſelvs my enemies without occaſion , as becauſ I was troubled to let that 
part fiom mee, and bee in danger, which at thataime was dearer to mee then all the 
world. But heealledged ſo many conliderations, and prelied mee with ſo much earneſt. 
neſs, that I was compelled to yield to his entreaties upon condition, that as ſoon ag 
my health wouldſuffer mee, Imight follow him with new ſupplies. 

{ will not ſpend time in the particulars of our farewels, hee ſpoke the moſt touch- 
ing words that a real paſſion could bring forth, and I teltifhed my ſorrow to himby 
my tears, and by all the modeſt kindnefles he could delire, Alas ! 1 knew not that our 
ſeparation was tv bee for ſo long a time, and that ignorance abated part of my atfh- 
tion ; hee went away, and all my joy and conſolation, or rather indeed the better 
half of my ſoul departed with him. 1remained at Themiſcira with all the griet which 
his abſence, and the preſages of my misiortune could poflibly cauf, but yer with hope 
to gOafter him as ſoon as 1 had recovered my health. | belicy that defire haſtned it, and 
ſcarce had hee been gon a month when 1 telt my ſelt perſc&ly well again;] bad alto torus 
| in a readineſs to go and (trengthen his armie, and was alreadie preparing my ſclt with 
| a great deal of joy tor that delign, when 1 heard news which retarded theeticQinggf 

'* my re{olution. Alexander, aſter hee had ſubdued the Mardes , was com itto Hircanis, 
and his drawing ſo near my borders, cauſed in mee ſom ſuſpicion, and diſturbed the 
tranquillitie of my minde. Though Neobarzenes, as | have alreadic told yuu, raigned 
eff« tively over the Cilicians, yet hee commanded onely under the autoritic of Alexa 
der, who, at the beginning of his paſſage into Aſia, had bruught that countrie under 

| his ſubje&ion; and I at that time had notice piven mee, that he ſkewed himſelf 
| concerned in Neobarzanes his defeat, that hee promiſed to take a remarkable revenge 
for it; and to that purpoſe was croſling througtr Hircania, like a torrent to overflow 
our Province, which till chen was alone exempt fromthe yoke hee had impoſed upan 
all the reſt. This news gave mee a hotallarm, and beeing conſcious how unablel 
was to refiſt a Monarch chat was Maſter of the beſt part of the world, and eſpecially 
when | had ſent molt of my forces againſt the Cappadociars, I was in a firange perple- 
xitie; for in effeCt it had been a manifeſt tolly to oppoſe that Conqueror wich a hand 
ful of women, which were nor able for one day to ſtop that armie, victorious over 
all Aſia, andſom part of Europe. Theſe conſiderations 'made mee ask the counſel of 
pur moſt prudent women, and after having thought of all manner ot expedient, to 
divert that ſtorm from falling upon our heads, they told mee with one accord, they 
knew no other way to free us, but my going in perſon to meet that pctent King, to 
offer him my Dominion, andto juſtifie the defeat of Neobarzanes ; his generolitie, and 
his reſpe& to Ladies, were known all over the earth, and they believed that an aſſured 
meane, to keep n:y countrie in its firſt tranquillitie : I did what I could to avoid that 
journie, which hindred mee from the fight of my dear Orontes, but there was a necell- 
tie of yielding to the importunities of all my counſellors, and to the ſtrength of all 
their reaſons; beſides, | was touched with ſom defire to ſee chat mighty Prince, whole 
fame was ſo advantageouſly fpred through the whole world. When | was reſolved up- 
on that voyage, I cauſed my <quipage to bee prepared, and having ſent to defire 4 
paſsport from thoſe that commanded in Hircania, I ſet torward from Themiſcira with 
three hundred women, gallantly mounted,and richly armed: In this condition I went 
out of my own countrie,under favor of the (afe —_—_ which had been granted mee, 
and —_—_ crotled part of Hircania, without any encounter worth the relating, I came 
to Alexander's armie. Having ſent ten of my women before to meet him, and advertiſe 
him of my coming, and to demand audience, they brought mee a favourable anſwer, 
and aſſiired mee that the King would receiv mee very civilly, and with a great deal of v 
reſpe&t: I was not deceived in my expeRation, for that great Prince came to meet mee, le 
and alighting as ſoonas hee ſaw mee appear, hee by that reception made mee hope my N 
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voiapg= would bee as ſucceſsful as] could wiſh. 1 and all my women were in the babic 
of our ſex, and 1 had no other arms but a ſilver cuiraſs enriched with fton:s of vajue, 
anda li:tle cask of the ſame, ſhaded with a great plume of ſeveral coloured teathers, 
and environed with a circle of gold made in fathion of a crown, my gown was of a 
light cloth of lilver, tucked up avove the knee with diamond buckles, and mylegg 
beeing half naked, was allo halt covered with a buskin 1uitable ro my curaſs; In a 
$karf of rare embrod-rie | wore a {word which the untaithful Orontes had given mee, 
and | held two javelins in my right hand. All my crain was in an attire little differenc 
from mine, and the King ſeemed to bee very much pleaſed with ſo unuſual a light; in 
ſtead of giving mee that victorious hand which 1 demanded, hee killed mine very 
courteoully , and afſured mee, that what delign ſotver brought mee to him, 1 
ſhould finde hee would bee readie to ſerv mee ; when I had looked a whileupon him 
with admication, I made him acquainted wich the cauf of my coming, and not beeing 
ignorant of the Greek tongue, which I had learned of Orontes, 1 declared my inno- 
cence touching Neobarzanes his misfortunes, and proteſted that 1 came for no other 
end but to lay my Crown at his feet, and offer him that little Empire, againſt which 
hee had not vouchſafed ro imploy his victorious arms. The King having heard mee 
with patience, anſwered extream modettly, and civilly, alfuring mee hee had no inten- 
tion to trouble my Dominions, nor to take the part of thoſe againſt mee, whoſe 
crimes had been their own deſtruQtion ; hee likewiſe oftred mee his alliſtance, and pro- 
tetion againſt all manner of enemies, and by a great many noble promiles freed mee 
of all my apprehen{1ons. After this firſt converſation, he tell to complement, and 
leading mee himſelf into coſtly tents which hee had given order ſhould bee made rea- 
dic for mee, hee enlarged himſelf upon the praiſes of our beautie, and of that mar- 
tial virtue which raiſed us above all other women, and expretſed that hee thought 
himſelf mach indebted to mee for the pains I had taken, and for the honor I did hiay 
My narration is too long alreadie to entertain you with all the particulars of our dil- 
courſ; but after that day the King carried mee to view his torces in battalia, and 
auſed them to bee exerciſed betore mee , endeavoring to give mee all ſorts of diver= 
tlement. By his entreaties | ſtaied twelv or fourteen daies in his armie, believing my 
ſelf obliged to comply ſo far with a perſon of fo extraordinarie merit. During that 
abode, I receiv'd all kind of honors, and civil uſage, and was witneſs of ſom of that 
Prince his ations, in which truly I obſerved ſomthing more then humane, and muſt 
tell you ( though perchance not without a bluſhing ) that ſom of my women were 
ſo impudeac as to tell mee, IT ought togive them a Princeſs of the race of that great 
Conqueror; but | reproved that motion ſo ſharply, that they had not the boldneſs to 
ſpeak of it any more. When [ had ſtaied the time the King defired mee,and received all 
manner of ſatisfaFion,& marks of reſpe,l rook my leav, & began my journie hone- 
ward, carrying with mee an eſteem ſuitable to the fame of him, which before was (ſpread 
amongſt us. I return'd through Hircania with the ſame facilitie as | came, and entring 
into my territories, I continued on my way with a reaſonable quiet minde to the citie 
of Themiſcira , where 1 arrived two months after my departure. The firſt news | mer 
withal, was a vicorie Orontes had obtained over our enemies, of whom hee had ſlain 
eight or ten thouſand upon the place, not having loſt above (ix, or ſeven hundred of 
his women, 1 was «xceedingly joied at this good ſucceſs, for many conſiderations, 
and by her that brought mee the news I received a letter from him, the words whereof 
were theſe, or not much unlike, 


Orithia to Queen Thale#tris. 


Tz juſtice of your arms, Fair Princeſs, bath defeated part of your enemies, and "tis your de- 

ſtinie, both near and far off, ta conquer all that dare make trial of them. Orichia die's 

with a deſire to ſee ou, but to ſatisfie it, ſhee will make haſte to overcom thoſe enemies you bave 

left, and will not purchaſe the bappineſs of your ſight, with the leaſt danger that might threaten 

Jon, or by the painfulneſſe of a journie which aig rejects 4 bealth not well confirmed ; bave a 
ddd 3 
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care of it, dear Princeſs, I beſeech yon, ſince it can receive no alteration, but will bee fatal tothe 
repoſe, and to the life of 
Tour faithful Orithia, 


Theſe laſt marks of his affe&tion, whether true or faigned,touched mee very tenderly, 
and obliged mee to anſwer him in theſe terms. 


Queen T haleſtris to Orithia, 


[| Knew very well my dear Orithia was invincible, and that ſbee would triumph over my ens. 

mies, as ſhee had triumphed over my ſelf ; if (bee bad as little left to ſubdue on that fide, as «n 
this, ſþee would bave nothing more to fight withall 3 but becauſ that conqueſt # not ſoentire, x 
this ſhee bath gained upon my heart, ber return will not hee fpeedie enough to give mee patience y 
ſtay for ber 3 nor to retard the deſire T have to ſee her upon the field of ber vifiorie, The 
are the impatiences , which my lovely , aud dearly loved Orithia cauſeth in ber wn 
changeable 

Thaleſtcis. 


I ſent back this anſwer by her that brought mee Orithia's letter , which wg 
com to Themiſcira a fortnight before mee, and burning really with a delire to ſe 
her, and partake in her vitories, | prepared my ſelf very cheartully for that (:cond 
voiage. But O Gods! when I was builtin ſetting things in order, and in drawing 
forces together to depart, I received a fecond letter, by one of Orithia's women, i 
whom ſhee had greateſt confidence; I opened it with tom apprehenfion, the cauſl where 
of was unknown to mee,and calting my cles upon ir | read theſe words. 


Theabuſed Orontes to the faithleſs T haleſtris. 


FF [ bave been ſo ſimple as to bope for fidelitie in a woman, a weakneſs is to bee accuſedif i, 
which appearances that were jpecious enough jeemed to autoriſe, and I believed I might x 
ſerv your f-ftion, onely becanſ 1 bad well bought it , aud well deſerved it. Though I have ben 
ſo unfortunate as to ſpend ſom years in your ſervice, I ſhall bee wiſe enough to retire, now th 
you bave made your ſelf unwortbie of my affeftion, and of my eſteem. I begg not of the Gods 
puniſh your fault, you have don it ſufficiently alreadie by tbe uudervaluing you have ſhoweds 
your ſelf, by the contempt you bave deſerved from the whole world, and by the ſhame you bave f 
ever fixt upen your memorie ; Live in the infamie you bave ſought with ſo much pains, and ſine 
your ambition is ſo nobly limited, loſe the remembrance of mine, which ſo blindly bad boundedin 
you alone ; Tleav your armies, your countrie and your ſelf for ever, and I carrie away nothing 
with mee in this voluntarie baniſhment, but my repentance for baving, returned after my firſt: If 
the Gods ſend mee my death T ſhall prefer it before the affliciion of ſeeing you again , and if thy 
continue my life, I will paſs it wholly without ſo much us a thought of you. 


When read this letter, by good chance I had no bodie by mee but Hippolita, who 
ſeeing mee grow pale, and ſtagger at the end of it, put forth her arms to hold mee up, 
and kept mee from falling on the floor. Which way ſhall I bee able Sir, to deſcribe the 
the greatneſs of my affliftion, in ſo unexpected a diſaſter, and how ſhall I make you 
to conceiv, what | finde my {elf unable to expreſs? I cannot better compare my ſor 
row then to that of the Princeſs Statira, when by the craftie deceits of Roxana, (het 
received that fatal Jetter which hath cauſed all your misfortunes, and I believ thats 
there was a great deal of reſemblance between theſe two adventures, ſo alſo they pro- 
duced the ſameeffeCts. I had fainting fits like Statira, I toremy hair,and wept like her; 
and like her 1 ſai'd all that rage and grief can inſpire into diſtrated perſons; I paſſed 
all that day in reſtleſs ſtarting, or rather in convulfions, and if Hippolita had not car- 
fully obſerved my aRions, I ſhould haveuſed my own hands againſt my life. The next 
day, atter] had long tormented my ſelf, I called for her that had brought mee that 
cruel letter, and having commanded her to tell mee in what place, and in what co 

tion 
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tion ſhee had left Oritbia, ſhee told mee that within a while after the battel (hee had 

won, ſhee was taken with an exceſſive ſadneſs which kept her for ſom dajes in-bed,and 

that as ſoon as ſhee was a little better, ſhee rook horſ, with no bodice but Laſcaria, 

and having commanded this woman to follow her till ſhee was-two or three hundred 

from the camp, ſhee gave her certain rings for a reward of the {exvice ſhee had 

don her, ſtriftly charging her to deliver that letter into my own hands, which {hee 

would not truſt into any bodies bur hers, and bidding her tell Menalippe thee might 

take the command of the armie, which ſhee forſook for ever; and that when ſhee had 

given theſe orders, ſheetook a way quite ditferent from that which led back tothe 

Camp, where {ince that time (hee had never appeared. This account perfeQcd the 
ſettling of deſpair in my heart, and put mee into the moſt Jamentable eſtate, that.a 

ſoul was able to conceiv. I began to refle& with repentance, upon the proofs af affe- 

Aion | bad given to that ungratetul man, for whom IT would have aboliſhed oug laws, 
 andforſaken a kingdon:, to run after meaner pretenſions, and thoſe uncertain ones 

tooz lexaminedall the ations of my lite, which could poflibly have given him any 
ſuſpicion, or diſcontent, and finding them but too full of innocence, and affeftion, to 

him, 1 plung'd my felt into an abyfs of forrow, and vexation, I had ſam covccir that 

my journie to Alexander might have diſpleaſed him, but my ſtay there had heen (o 

ſhort, and all my a&tions had paſſed ſo openly, and been eied by ſo many witneſſes, 

that I did not believ, hee could from thence draw matter for all thoſe high abuſes , 

and that unworthic uſage, To that inconſtancie wherewith: hee caſt mee oft after ha- 

ving received ſo many teſtimonies of my affe&ion, hee added  - and upbraid- 

ings of ſhame and intamie, the terms whereof 1 could not digeſt. Hippolita who bad 

often read over his ſharp, injurious letter, could find no words to excuſe him, no,nor 

free her ſelf fromthoſe reproches I uſed to her for having favoured his baſe pernicious 

dſigns. 1 will not repeat Sir, what my grief and my reſentment made mee fay,. that 

recital would bee of a troubleſom length. and I will ſatisfie my felf with telling you, 

that after having ſufhiciently wept, and deplored my misfortune, I at Jaſt made hatred 

lacceed my love,and took a firm reſolution to go and ſeek him to the world's end,that l 

might puniſh his pertidiouſnels, and revenge the unpardonable injuries hee had dan 

mee. I then contradidted all chat the contideration of that diſfoial wretch had made 

mee ſpeak unto our women , to the adyantage of men ; and then animated them to 

the averſion which they naturally had tothar ſex, by ſuch words as made them judg 

| had ſom new occalion to hatethem. My ſorrow did not ſo little rorture mee, bur 

that it caſt mee into a ſickneſs which forced mee to keep my bed, or my chamber, 

above two months 3; during all that time } heard not one word of that Traitour, and 

as ſoon as | was recovered, after I had concluded a peace with the Cappadecians by the 
mediation of ſom of our neighbours who interpoſed , I put the government of my 

ſtate into Menalippa's hands, and went from Themiſcira, without other companie but 
Hippolita, and this other woman whom you ſee with mee; wee clothed our felvs in 

mens apparel as now wee are, and to begin my ſearch, I took the right way toward 

$cythia, believing the diſloial Orontes was retired thither, and that | there might glut 

the rage wherewith I was ſo juſtly exaſperated againſt him; I will not trouble you 

with che particulars of my voiages, nor of my encounters, I will not repeat the names 

of thoſe places where I paſſed , nor of the provinces | travelled through to go into 
| your countrie, you ſhall onely know that after a long painful journie | arrived in the 
Province of the Maſſagetes, but that people had heard no news of their Prince, from 

the time hee fell into the Araxis, and were then governed by an old Prince, to whom 
the ſucceſſion by nearneſs of bloud did rightly belong ; not beeing ſatisfied with that 
| pafſed the mount Imais, and entred into Europe, and into the Province of the Tſe- 
| dns, to vile the Court of che King your father , where I believed 1 might hear news 
h of him. 1 ſtaied there in a vain expe&ation three whole months,and it was at that time 
; when you were in priſon, and that a valiant Commander named Arſaves, was gon 
f with the armie of the King your father, to the frontiers of Scythia againſt Arimbas, 
G who had invaded them ; I was ſo deeply buried in my paffion, that it bindred mee froni 
. informing my (elf of your adventures, and I onely heard what the meaneſt of the 


people 
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people conld not bee ignorant of. I ſometimes ſaw the Princeſs Berenice your ſiſter, 
whom1 chought fair beyond imagination, but the reſolution | had taken to keep my 
ſelf alwaies unknown, was the caul I neither waited upon her, nor diſcovered 
ſelf to any bodie ; the inſtruftions 1 had received from Orontes , gave mee know 
enough in the language of his countrie , to make my ſelf bee underſtood of allth 
world: When I had ſtaicd at Tſedon as long as 1 have told you, 1 departed full of prid, 
and went towards Arſaces his armie, where | thought defire of glorie might perciann 
have ſtop'd him before his coming to Court. I got thither wichin a few daies, and 
was one of the firſt at that bloudie batrel, which was fought upon the confines of your 
—_— where I 'faw that valiant General do ations of ſo rare a courage, that] 
ſhall ever preſery the memorie of them, as of a prodigie. I continued in that artmie 
without making my ſelf known for other then a young voluntier , till it began t9 
march back towards Tſedon , and then ſeeing my felt as unſucceſsful in my laſt hopes 
as | had been in my firſt, I returned into Afia, which 1 viſited almoſt all, jn a year 
time Iſpent in travelling up and down there 3 in the end after long wandrings th 
no purpoſe, I came into this countrie with ſom hope that among ſo many Prince 
whereof Alexanders Court was compoſed, I might learn ſom news of my faith 
Orontes, againſt whom I have preſerved my indignation fo ſtrongly, that time ſhall n6 
ver bee able to wear it out of my minde. Behold (continued Thaleſtris ending her nar 
ration ) the abſtraft of alifefull of misfortunes, pardon mee if in ſom places I hay 
too much enlarged my ſelf, and if I have paſſed over others too ſuccinly, fince one 
"the motions of my pafſion made that difference. See now it my anger bee not jul, 
and if I havenot a lawful cauſ to hate that Prince , who by his infidelitie, hath cen 
dered himſelf unworthie of the honor hee hath to bee allied to you. 

The Queen ended her ſtorie on this manner, and Oroondates having hearkened toi 
attentively, Madam ( faid hee ) 1 cannot chooſe but bee Orontes his enemie, afterthe 
knowledg you have given mee of an infidelitie without example; yet when I remember 
the proofs which without intermiſſion hee ſhewed you of fo real a paſſion, after whid 
wee ſee him fall into a baſeneſs without any probable ground, and when 1 callto 
minde what ſubtiltic and calumnie have heretofore don againſt mine innocence, lan 
forced to ſuſpend my judgment, and beliey that either you have been deceived by othen 
then Orontes, or that Orontes hath been deceiv'd himſelf, by very ſtrong appearanct; 
for indeed ſo ſudden, and ſo unexſpefted a change is contrarie to common ſence, and 
paſſe's my imagination, and I am fall cerfiraded, that chere is more innocence in 
Orontes his intentians, then there hath Wu in the effects, either of his grief, or of his 


inconſtancie. The Qyeen would have replied, but Oroondates ſeeing it was extreamly 
Late, and that ſo long a diſcourſ{ might impair her health, took leay of her till the next 
day, andhaving bidden her good night,reticed into his Chamber. 


Caſſandra. 
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. (NJ Roondates paſſed that night as hee had don many others, and the 
> day following was ſpent in thoſe ſad imploiments which his 
9» deadly griefs had alreadie made habitual to bim, yet did hee at- 
. ford partof it to the entertainment of the fair Amazon, and 
9 diſcourſed a great while with her, touching the cauſes ot Orontes 
7 his infidelitie, which hee could neither comprehend ,nor excuſe; 
> the friendſhip hee had born that Prince made him ſeek out rea- 
x2 ſons to juſtifie him, but the Queens ſpirit grew ſo incenſed a- 
gainſt him, that hee was fain to give over his defence, and con- 
demn him with her. The converſation of that Princeſs diverted his ſorrows for ſom 
few moments, yet no ſooner was hee out of her preſence, but hee plunged himſelf ſo 
deeply in his atfliftions, that without a moſt particular affiſtance of the gods, or ra- 
ther without an apparent miracle, his life could not have ſubliſted in ſuch violent af- 
faults. -Ah! my dear Princeſs, ( faid hee ſomtimes ) how great is my patience, and 
how great proofs do I now give you of the truth ot my aftetion,” certainly the moſt 
happie perſons never found more difficultie in ceſolying to die, then I do, in enduring 
to live; receiv this laſt teitimonie of my love, as the greateſt I ever (hiewed you, and 
by this ſevere conftraint, judg how dear the deſire of ſatisfying you is to mee, even af- 
ter your death it (elf. In ſuch like diſcoarſes, and. in ſuch like — hee lingred 
out five or ſix daies, at the end of which his wound was almoſt perte&ly healed, but 
his ſtrength was not ſo ſoon returned, and his ſadneſs had brought him ſo low, that _ 
a longer time was cequilite for the recoverie of ic. Hee walked every day in the wood, 
where hee ſought out thoſe places that were moſt gloomie,and moſt conformable to the 
eſtate of his minde ; all obje&s of pleaſure to him were fatal, and thoſe that repre- 
ſented any thing of wo, gavehim the moſt real ſatisfaftion. Thaleſtris's wound was 
quickly in a good condition, and permitted her to leay her bed within-a few daies, 
The eight after Lyſmacbus his departure, which was the ſam: hee had made them hope 
for his return, was almoſt quite expired, and the Prince of Scytbia began to bee trou- 
bled to ſee him fail of his promiſe, when his Squire. Cleantes arrived ; Oroondates pre- 
ſently running to him enquired news of his Maiter. Heeis in Ptolomews his armie Sir, 
(anſwered Cleantes ) and y ou will ſee the cauf of his ftay,in this letter hee hath writ- 
ten to you 3 ſaying ſo hee preſented him a paper, and Oroondates having opened it, read 


theſe words. 
Lyfumachus to Prince Oroondates, 


&$ common affairs binder mee from ſeeing you again ſo ſoon as 1 intended, butthe cauſ 
— of it will procure your pardon for a delay which trouble's mee very much» Thoſe Princes 
Ecce iny 
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my friends, whoſe aſſiſtance was needful for our revenge, were dll diſperſed, and ſom of them were 
alreadie upon their way to thoſe Provinces which are Fallen to their lot , Peolomeus and I laber 
to ger them togetber apain, and that care will neither bee unprofitable, nor unneceſſarie. Perdic. 
cas ardRoxana, whom our proceedings , and the remorſ of their crime bave made ſuſpiciay, 
draw forces towards them again, and by our example keep their friends about them . The report of 
your virtue ba's gain'd you a great many bere, who will bee as much concerned in your intereſts, 
as intheir own, and particularly Ptolomeus, who hath praied anee to beg bim apart in tha 
friendſbip, which you bave don mee the bonor to promiſe mee; I beſeech you ſtay for news of us in 
the place-wbere you are, without any other diſquiet then what you receive by our loſſes, and modes 
rate your grief , that you may recover your ſtrength 3 the gods promiſe us as great a ſatisfattion, 
as wee can in reaſon deſire', and 1 promiſe my ſelf the continuance of that goodneſs, you bave 
ſhewed unto your faithful 
Lyſimachus, 


After that Oroondates had read this letter in the preſence of Thaleſtris, hee asked Cle. 
gntes more particular news of his Maſter, and Cleantes when hee had civilly preſented 
his Maſters humbleſt ſervice to the Queen, as hee had been exprelly commanded, an- 
ſwered that hee had left him with Ptolomeus, from whom hee had received .a welcom 
ſuitable to their ancient friend(hip 3 hee ſaid moreover that Ptolomexs his armie was 
out above rhree or four hours riding from them, and that it conſiſted of ten thouſand 

Foot, and'four thouſand horf, that Eumenes was marching toward Cappadocia withten 
thouſand men, but thatthey had ſent to call him back, as likewiſe Antigonus, and Poh- 
_ andmany others, who were beginning to take their way toward their ſeveral 
rovinces; hee told-him alſo that Lyfimachus conjured him, for many reaſons, notto 
ſtir from Polemon's houf, 'tince it was however neceſlarie the armie ſhould draw that 
"way, and that hee would wait upon'him there, before hee had gotten up his ſtrength 
again : Though Orcondates was exceeding forrie for Lyſimachus his delay, hee was com- 
'forted by the hope ot his revenge, which hee alreadie-ſaw ina very good forwardne 
hee asked Cleantes many queſtions, to which hee anſwered very pertinently, andthe 
'fair Amazon beeing alreadie well inſ{trufted in their affairs, was delirous to intereſs 
her ſelf in them as inher own, and proteſted to Oroondates, that ſhce would run his 
Fortime, and that ſhee would ſecond him -to the death in ſo lawful an intention, 
- Oroondates, who could not {light her affiſtance after the knowledg hee had of her valor, 
returned her thanks with great civilitie, and extolled her pgeneroſitie in terms that fa- 
rage her very much. The next day hee ſent back Cleantes to his Malter with this 

etter, 


Oroondates to Prince Lyſimachus. 


MERE. for your abſence, is moderated by the cauſ that retard's you; it is teo juſt a one to 
bee complained of, and your intehtions too generous to bee diſapproved ; if your goodneſs 
bath gained mee confiderable friends , it will likewiſe keep mee in their good opinion by the ſame 
waies, and will procure mee a place in the eſteem of great Ptolomeus , the advantage whereof 
will bee totally mine; Beſides thoſe Gallant warriers you bave armed to maintain our quarrel, 
wee have here Bellona, who engge's ber ſelf in our misfortunes, and whoſe aſſiſtance will bee both 
glorious, and beneficial tous ; ſhorten our diſcontents the moſt you poſſibly can, and bee pleaſed to 
wndertake nothing,without giving, a ſhare in your glorie,to bim that bear's a part in your miſerie. 


Cleantes beeing gon, Oroondates continued with the Queen, intending to ſtay in that 
houſ, there to expe& news from Lyſtmachus, 8s alſo the recoverie of his health, 
and the pleaſure of 'the gods, who had confined him to the banks of Eupbrates- 
The ſervants Lyſimachus had left were ſo careful of him, that within a 
daies his wound was quite cloſed .up , and within a few more perte&ly hard 
ned; his ſtrength. began to com to him again, and though hee recovered not that 
flcſhineſs, and thar lively color hee-formerly had, hee got upa good part of his 
wonted vigor, and within a ſhort time found himſelf in a condition to bear arms 
| againg 
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again, and to execute whatſoever his reſentment could require from kim. ThalefFrirs 
whoſe wound had been much lighter, was cured as ſoon as hee, and ſhee might have 
hoped to bee ſuddenly ſtrong enough to begin the ſearch of her faithleſs Orontes again, 
if the deſign ot athſting Oroondates, and thoſe of his partic, had not tied her to their 
intereſts with ſo much affetion, that ſhee ſeemed to have forgotten her own. The 
Prince of Scytbia acknowledging himſelf infinitely obliged unto her 
herall manner of civilities, and took as much care to divert her, as the extremitie of 
his ſadneſs wonld permit him. Hee walked often with her by theriver fide, and in the 
wood, where his encounter of the names of Caſſandra, and Euridice,whoſe misfortunes, 
and whoſe charaGters, were ſo like to thoſe of his Princeſs, moved him againtoa curi- 
olitie of learning news of thoſe ſtrangers, and remembring that Araxes had ſeen Pole- 
mon, diſcourling in his garden with unknown Caſſandra, hee believed hee might from 
him receiv the information hee delired; to that end having ſent for him, heepraied 
him courteouſly, to tell him what hee knew concerning them, Polemon without ſtay- 
ing for a ſecondentreatie, Sir ! ( ſaid hee) both the qualitie, and the adventures of 
thoſe fair ſtrangers are unknown to mee, & I can only tell you,that perchance theearth 
never bore more fair, nor more lovely perſons, they were in this houſ for ſom few 
daies, but now they are gon away, and as I was ignorant from what part of the earth 
they came hither, ſo am I likewiſe to what place they are retired, this is all I am able ' 
: o Tet you know, and 1 moſt humbly beſeech you Sir, not todelire any more of mee. 
Oroandates judging by this anſwer, that either Polemsn knew no more then hee had told 
himgor that hee had ſom reaſon to conceal it, was not willing topreſs him any further. 

Polemon's ſervants went every day to Babylon to fetch proviſions , and Oroondates 
would needs ſend Araxes with them privately, to inform himſelf concerning Barſina, 
and many other perſons, who formerly had born him friendſhip , but above all hee 
gave him order to enquire after Toxaris, and Loncates, of whom hee had heard nothing, 
and whoſe loſs hee bewailcd as that of two moſt faithful ſervants. Araxes, acquitted 
himſelf very diſcreetly, of thoſe commiſſions hee had received from his Maſter, and as 
his return, told him that Barſina was not at Babylon, no more was Apamia, nor Arſi- 
re, who were gon from thence with theic husbands ; that King Occhus his daughters, 
and all thoſe perſons that had any affinitie to the Bloud Roial of Perſia, had forſaken 
the Town to avoid the crueltic of Roxana, Pendiccas , and Caſſander, who menaced 
them with a general ruine, that Perdiccas made the forces of his Allies to advance on 
all tides, to defend him againſt thoſe that were diſcontented, by whom hee was alrea- 
die threatned ; that there was not {o much as any mention of Arideus , and that 
hee had preſerved nothing at all of that ſhadow of Rojaltie which had been 
given him; that a moſt exa& guard was kept at the gates, that they got in arms, 
and victual from all parts, and that in ſhort they prepared themſelvs all manner of 
waies for a war; that hee had ſought diligently after Toxaris, and Loncates, but could 
hear no news of them in the world. Araxes having given his Maſter this perfe& ac- 
count, furniſhed him with matter to-entertain himſelt for the reſt of that day, and to 
drown part of his ſorrows in the thoughts of war. Thenext day hee ſent one of Ly- 
fimachus his ſervancs to him, to give him notice of his beeing recovered, and to pray 
him earneſtly not to leav him longer in a ſhameful idleneſs, 

After the Meſſenger was gotten on horſ-back to go toward Ptolomeus his Camp, Oro- 
ondates went abroad and took his ordinarie walk along the river, hee had long enter- 
tained his melancholy thoughts upon the banks of it, when having his face zurned to- 
ward Babylon, hee ſaw a Cavalier armed art all points, coming along the great road; 
the lictle defire hee had to meet with any body, made him ſtep afide atnong certain 
ſallows that grew by the edg of the river, yet hee went not ſo far out of - the way, but 
hee could obſery, that the man whoſe beaver of his helmet was 'down,' was of a very 
fair {tature, and thathee carried a woman behind him, whoſe face was covered with a ' 
vail, and her habit like that of the two wamen, whom hee had foundaſleeþnotlong be- 
fore, andout of whoſe hands fell the letter of the unknown Caſſandre The arms of | 
this Cavalier were ſmear'd in ſom places with bloud ,. and his horſ had ſom lighe 

hurts : The woman embraced him very cloſely, inches tarved towards her fomncimes, 
cce 3 
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and returned her kindnefſes with great demonſtrations of affetion. Orondates did 
not much conſider it, but hee was extremely ſurpriſed when in the diſcourſ of thoſe 
ewo perſons, hee thought hee heard the voice of his deceaſed Queen, . hee lent an ear 
to that ſound ina great amaze, but the horſ-man was quickly a good way off, and 
the poor Prince attributed that _— to the preoccupation of his minde, which 
had formerly produced the like efteft. This belief having redoubled his diſcontents, 
O grief! ( criedhee ) is it not ſufficient that thou troubleſt my reaſon, but thou maſt 
alſo corrupe my ſenſes; and muſt thou needs imprint thy felf afreſh in my foul, 
all che objets that com before my cies, and all the noiſes that enter into my ears 
art thou not abſolute enough in my heart alreadie, without ſeeking new ſorts of ty- 
rannie, and doeſt thou not torment it with inhumanitie enough, unleſs thou aggre 
vateſt my misfortunes by new kinds of crueltie ? This reflexion having much aug» 
' mented bis ſorrows, plunged him into fo perfeft a melancholy,that hee continued on his 
| walk along the river,not thinking what hee did, till hee came within fighe of the walls 
| of Babylon; at laſt hee perceived hee was gotten above fifteen or f1xteen furlongy 
| from Polemor's hou; and was alreadie turning about to return thither , when his earg 
were ſtrucken with a doleful ſound, and hearkning to it with ſom attention, hee 
, diſcerned the voice of one that lamented. His grief had not extinguiſhed that gene. 
rofitie of minde, whereof hee had ever made ſo high, and fo regular a profeſſhon, and 
his fortune at that time, by a moſt fantaſtical caprichio gave him a very ſtrange oc- 
cafion to exerciſe it ; hee ſaw a horſ hard by him, which having broken the reins of 
his bridle, fed at libertie upon the graſs that grew on the bank of the river, and caft- 
ing his cie alittle further off, roward the place where hee had heard that mournful 
voice, hee perceived a trace of bloudupon the earth, and having followed it a while, 
hee at the foot of a tree beheld a man compleatly armed, and the graſs about him died 
with the ſame bloud, wherewith the field was ſprinkled ; his charitable kumor made 
him draw near that wounded ſtranger, and asking him preſently both how hee felt 
himſelf, and who had put him into that condition, without ſtaying for an anſwer 
hee pulled of his cask, and taking his curaſs off likewiſe, hee began to ſearch for his 
wounds. This man by that aſſiſtance breathing a freer atr then before, began to look 
Oroindates, with a feeble voice praied him to trie if hee could ſtanch his blogd; 
he Prince of Scythia was alreadie endeavoring to do it, and having torn part of the 
linnen hee wore, made rowlers of it, wherewith hee began to binde up his wounds 
with much dexteritic and pitie; hee had one upon rhe thigh, and two in his bodie, 
from which hee had loft ſo great a quantitie ot bloud, that hee was hardly ableto 
moves when by the help of Oreindates the courſ of it was a little ſtopt , the ſtranger 
findingeaſ; .and looking upon him from whom hee had received that relief ; Whos 
ſoever thou art ( {aid hee that ſo charitably afſiſ's mee, know that thou haſt don this 
officero neither an ungrateful perſon, nor one unable to requite it; 1have ſom credit 
in this countrie, which rhon majeſt make uſe of, if the gods grant mee my life, and if 
thou canſ make mee bee carried to the citie. Theſe words obliging Oroindates, ® 
cie this man: a little more intentively then hee had yer don , hee obſerved a great deal 
of Majeſtie in his countenance, and features which were not utterly unknown to him; 
hee began to promiſe him all manner of aſliſtance, when the ſtranger to ſtir him upto 
ic the mare; 'To the end ( {aid hee) thou maieſt not believ thou haſt imploied thy 
, Ccharitie upbn an ordinarie perſon, and one from whom thou conldeſt exfpe& nothing 
but cornmon hopes, know that 1 am called Perdiccas. Never did th Ir, falli 
at the foot of ſom: young ſhepherd, irike him with ſo ſtrange a ſurpriſe as that 
the Prince of Scytbie, when hee heard pronounced that hated , that ed nameof 
Perdicces.- Aro great an aſtoniſhment, alt his bloud retired to his heart, his face grew 
pale, the linnen hee yer held , fell out of his hands, and ſinking down, hee wa 
near Ibfing his ſences, and his underſtanding ; all the words in the world, and all the 
moſt natural, and moBt: powerful expreſſions, are too weak in this place, and ca 
but unperſely repreſent Ovoimdates bis thoughts, and the eſtate hee was in at this a&- 
 renture,. That Peridicoas, that iMonſter, whom hee could not confider agother then 
muſter, yetfiainld with ehe vicheſt bloud that was ſo dear to him ; and hee whoſe 
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death hee had not onely ſworn, but whoſe death alone was the onely aim of his life, 
and the onely cauf why hee had preſeryed it ; that horrible parricide, againſt whom 
thouſands of men were at that time taking up arms for hls quarrel, by amiraculoys 
decree of the gods, is delivered into his hands, yet delivered in ſuch a condition, that 
hee cannot give him the death which ought to limit both his life and his misfortunes, 
but without honor, and without reſiſtance. *Tis true, the nature of the offence hee 
hath received, may well excuſe his revenge, which way ſoever hee execute it, and that 
now hee no longer ha's to do with that glorious enemie, for whom ſo many jlluſtri- 
ous ations, and more lawful jnjuries, had heretofore given him, more generous re- 
ſentments, and more particular conſiderations ; but with this Tygre, who violating 
all divine, and humane laws, had newly ftabb'd his dagger into the boſom of his love- 
ly Statira, of the — of his ſoul, nay of his own Queen too ; that abominable 
marderer of the widow of his _ the greateſt of all the Kings that ever were, 
and with him in ſhort into whoſe breſt hee ought to ſend a thouſand deaths, if hee 
were capable of ſuffring ſo many, without any reſpe& to his weakneſs, and without 
rding a generoſitie which was no longer ſeaſonable, nor decent in thoſe 

to which ſojuſta deſpair had reduced him. Indeed any other ſoul but his would have 
run headlong to that revenge without pondering the fitneſs of it, and any other Lo- 
ver but hee would have embraced that occaſion to ſatishe ſo lawful an anger, without 
having any conlideration of honor, for him that had extinguiſhed them all, in the 
horcor of ſo dreadful a crime; but Orozndates his minde was of another temper, and 
though hee was a man, though hee was a Lover, though hee was deſperate, hee was 
not capable of killing a wounded perſon, nor of taking away a life which hee was 
notable to defend againſt him; yer would hee not pardon him neither, but how 
firmly ſo&ver hee was reſolved upon Perdiccas his death , hee could not reſolv to take 
ſo ſhameful a time to give it bim, and in thoſe deadly trances wherewith hee was 
cruelly combated , the motions of his cies, and the alterations of his countenance 
diſcovered his perplexitie. Perdiccas was not fo far ſpent, but that hee perceived his 
change, and would have forced himſelf to ask the cauf of it , when Oroondates broke 
his mortal flence, and ſtepping back ſom few paces from him, croſſing his armsupon 
his breſt, and lifting up his cies to heaven. O gods! ( cried hee ) what ſtrange inhu- 
Qunitie, or rather what ſtrange injuſtice 'do you uſe againſt mee ? you have a thou- 
ſand times diſarmed this hand, which I had armed againſt the firſt raviſher of my hap- 
pineſs, and now you take from mee the libertie of puniſhing the infamous butcher of 
my life, and of the moſt perfect creature you ever ſent into this world ! you will 
have mee ſee this cruel man, but ſee him in a condition which forbid's mee to give him 
thatdeath I was preparing for him, and which could not but bee too gentle for the 
expiationof his crimes : How, ( ſaid hee again )aml then forbidden to give him his 
death ? what, ſhall not Statira then bee revenged ? ſhall that pure bloud which crie's 

ſ this barbarous villain, and that dearly beloved ſpirit which wander's inceſſant] 

mee, have no fatisfation ? and ſhall this monſter, by the juſtice of heaven, 

into my hands, onely to receiv aſſiſtance ? Ah! no my virtue, no my L err nw I 

no longer know you ; you were noble toward eAlexander, but toward this Typer, 
you wouldbee bale, you would bee condemnable ; hee muſt die, and 1 mu die with 
im, but this ſword that ought to cut the thread of our two lives, muſt begin with the 
more guiltie,and end with the more innocent.At theſe words hee put his hand upon the 
hilt of his ſword, and advanced a ſtep or two towards his enemie, but ſeeing him 
ſtretched out, at the foot of a tree, and almoſt fainting, hee ſtopp'd, full of and 
confufion ; Ah! miſerable man, ( purſued hee ) what wilt thou do? and by what an 
ation wile thou diſhonorall thoſe of thy life ? thine enemic lie's all along, ſorely 
wounded, and perhaps readie to expire, his baſeneſs cannot excuſe norauthorize thine, 
and if Perdiccas bee Rill Perdiccas; remember that Oroindates is till Oroandates; if the 
Traitoureſcape theſe wounds, hee {hall not eſcape thy lawful furie ; and it heedie of 
them, thou oughteſt to expe that from them, which thou canſt not give him withour 
cowardiſe ; thou ſhalt take away his life with more glorie, when thou ſhalc take ic 
in the midſt of his guards ; and when hee ſhall bee able to diſpute it — 
ece 3 g 
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live then, the infamous wretch, let him live, fince the gods and my cruel deſtiniedo 
ſo ordain it; 1 do not pardon him a crime, which is not of a nature to hope for any, 
but I defer his puniſhment, to the end | may give it him without ſhame, and that | may 
die without repentance. When Oroondates ſpoke theſe Iaſt words, hee was {o near un» 
to Perdiccas, that hee could eaſily hear them, and hee was not ſo far gon, but that hee” 
underſtood part of them, and had obſerved part of his ations. Hee was ignorantof 
their cauſ; and deſiring to know what it might bee, hee ſtrove to raif his voice, and 
looking upon Oroondates ; I kaow not { ſaid hee ) what injurieI have don thee, thax 
thou ſhouldeſt ſo ſoon change thy former goodneſs into bloudie reproches, and de 
figns againſt my life z I never ſaw thice that | remember,and this firlt fight had wrought 
in mee a defire to requite thy good offices, which ſhould not oblige thee to hate mee. 
Ah ! Monſter ( cried the Prince, turning away his cies throagh horror ) butcherer of 
the faireſt Princeſſes in the world, doeſt thou believ there is yet aman that can know 
Statira's Murtherer, and not bee his enemie, muſt thou eſcape mee, thou barbarous fel. 
low, mee, I ſay, who am more concerned in her loſs then all the earth together ? Org 
ondates would have continued his reproches againſ Perdiccas when hee interrupted him, 
and ſtretching out his hand, Friend ( ſaid hee ) let us makepeace I pray thee, the aſſ- 
ſtancethou haſt given mee, make's mee defire it with thee, and | declare anto thee tru- 
ly, that if thy hatred bee grounded onely upon Statira's death, thou oughteſt to ceaf 
to bee my enemie. Statira is not dead, and would it pleated the gods that ungrate- 
ful———— Orondates ſuffred not Perdiccas to proceed further, andit his firſt words 
had ſurpriſed him, this ſecond aſtoniſhment, which his lult cauſed in him, was infinite- 
ly above the former. How ! Perdiccas ( cried hee, retiring two or three ſteps ) is not 
Queen Statira dead? Ah ! trie not to prolong thy daies by that deceit, the ellate thou 
art in ſecure's thee from my juſt indignation, and thou needeſt not invent lies to ſave 
thy ſelf. Perdiccas making an utmoſt attempt againſt his weakneſs ; Ido not lie, ( faid 
hee ) and I proteſt to thee by all the gods, not onely that Statira is living, but that ſhee | 
is living onely by my means;ask the inconſtantCaſſandra news of the ungrateful Stating; | 
thou ſhalt know thar I ſaved her, to the prejudice of my own fortune, and of my eſta | 
bliſhmenr, and thou ſhalt know alfo that for a recompence of that good ſervice, (hee 
ha's caſt her ſelf into the arms of a Lover, whom ſhee adore's, whom ſhee ki(s*d, whom 
ſheeembraced before my face, and who ha's left mee in the caſe you ſee. Perdiccas would 
have ſaid more, if his weakneſs would have ſuffred him, and if the vehemence of his 
ſpeaking had not movedhim fo that hee fell into a (woun. It is impoſſible to repre« 
ſent the ſtrange inward motions that affaulted Orozndates in a moment ; though hee 
had but an uncertain belief of Perdiccas his words, that joy as imperfe& as ic was , had 
like to have been his ſudden deſtruftion. Hee remained a great while without beeing 
able to expreſs his ſeveral thoughts, and that ſtrong ſurpriſe had ſo amazedhim, that 
hee was hardly capable of any underſtanding. Hee had much ado todiſpoſe his mince 
unto that hope, and his ſoul was ſo pr olieſſed with his former opinion, that it was 
_s difficult to bring it to a belief of that miracle ; the exceſs of his happineſs ſtupi- 
fied him, and hee formed ſo high an /dea to himſelf that his imagination was not able 
to reach it ; hee had ſom tronble to beliey even that hee was alive himſelf, or at leaf 
to believ hee was not aſleep. When hee had a litcle recovered himſelf, Ah ! ( cried hee 
of a ſudden ) the gods have not revived my Princeſs , Perdiccas is a lier, and what baſe 
fellow is but too capable of all manner of vices ; hee made a ſtop, after that firſt ex- 
clamation, and having floated a long time in an uncertaintie full of confuſion. 'Tis 
no matter (purſued hee) our condition cannot bee wor then it is; let us drive on oor 
deſtinie to the uttermoſt, and let us learn from the ſame mouth, either the end of this 
lie, or the perfeft truth. With theſe words hee drew near to Perdiccas again, to clear his 
doubt, bur hee ſaw hee was in a ſwoun. Although hee did nor yield an abſolute belief 
unto his words, yet was hee not ſo far from it, but that hee ſuffred bis minde to encline 
towards it a little, and begun to look upon that man, with thoughts different from 
thoſe hee had of him ſom few minutes before ; inſomuch that beeing 'excitedeithir 
by his natural generofitie, or by a deſire to learn the reſt of his fortune, hee ran to the 
river, and taking up water in Perdiccas his cask, hee caſt ſom of it-many times wo 
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his face, tobring himſelf again ; but ſeeing that hee labored with ſmall ſucceſs, and 
that his weakne(s was ſuch as required better remedies, hee reſolved to afſit him to 
the uttermoſt, and to return to Polemon's houf, to fetch choſe that might carrie him 
ſoftly away 3 but ſcarce had hee gon an hundred paces with that defign,when hee ſaw a 
great many men on horl-back coming from che To 1n , who riding very faſt, wenc 
ſtraight to the place where hee had lett Perdiccas. Oroondates got behinde certain trees, 
beeing defirous to know what they would do, and from thence ſaw that ſom of them 
having alighted, laid the wounded man upon a Bier which they had brought, and 
took their way toward Babylon again. Oroondates ſeeing himfelt eaſed of that trou- 
ble, ſaw himſelt alſodeprived of the hope of learning more certain news of his Prin- 
cels, and after their departure hee remained leaning againſt an oak, in the poſture of 
a man whom powerful cauſes of admiration had utterly ſtupitied. 

All the different thoughts, that ditferent pallions could ore up in minde, afſaulted 
him then in a throng, and ſo confounded him, that left him not the libertie of any 
choice, nor of any diſtip&ion. Ar hrit his imagination following his deſire, hee be- 
lieved as hee wiſhed, that Statira was alive, and in that tirlt belief, joy ſo ftrongly poſ- 
ſefſed his ſou], that there was hardly any footiteps of his griet remaining in thoſe de- 
lightful motions : bur as his happineſs had ſeemed probable, by the conformictie ic 
held with his deires, ſo by its excels it appeared incredible,and made him finde impoſ- 
fibilities in that, to which hee had lent faith ſo eatly. Statira had been ſtabb'd, caſt in- 
toa well, and covered with ſtones in the preſence of Tyreus, who had reported it, and 
her death was ſo generally confirmed, that there could no longer bee the leaſt doubt 
of it, nor the leaſt glimpſ of hope. This refle&ion precipitated him in a moment, 
from that highth of bliſs, to which his firſt opinion had raiſed him, into that gulf 
of milerie wherein hee was alreadie buried, and put him again into his fatal cthoughes 
with more ſen{ibilitie then ever. Ah! ( faid hee ) Perdiccas is a Traitor, anda parri- 


_ cide, and I ſhould beeche fimpleſt of all men living, if I gave creditto the word of a 


man branded with ſo many crimes: that mean (ſpirited fellow was afraid of death, and 
by that cunning believed hee might prolong his life , let us not therefore flatter our 
ſelvs any more with vain, and ridiculous hopes, which would but render our death 
more forrowtul and more ſenſible. Statira is dead ag certainly as the King her father, 
and Fortune hath onely ſent mee this encounter to make her {elf ſport with the deſti- 
nic of a miſerable man. After this thought ſucceeded many others, which fortitied the 
firſt, and gave light again to thoſe hopes hee had conceived, hee remembred that Per- 
diccas had mentioned Caſſandra in his diſcourſ, and that name recalled many things 
into his memotriie, which might ſerv for the clearing of what hee deſired. Thoſe 
words upon the trees, and rocks, with the names of Caſſandra and Euridice, which hee 
had fo often read, the charaters whereof were fo like thoſe of Statira, and the ſence 
ſo conformable to her tortune, and her humor ; That letter which was fallen into his 
hands, out of Caſſandra's,the writing whereof differ'd not at all from that of bis Prin- 
ceſs, and which in thoſe terms it was couched , could not bee addreſſed to any other 
then himſelf under the name of Orontes which hee had ever born, and by which-ſhee 
forthe moſt part was wont to call him ; Thoſe viſions which Lyſimachus and hee had 
ſeen at Polemon's houſ, both upon one day, and which in ſtead of beeing thoſe beloved 


| thicits, might bee the real bodies of their Princeſſes, the opinion hee had, that hee 


heard their voices in the wood, ſom few minutes before hee four thoſe women aſleep; 
and the ſame conceit hee had that very day, of the woman whom the horſman carried 
behinde him, who according to the computation of time, and the marks hge bore 
upon his arms, and upon his horſ, was like to bee the very ſame who had wounded * 
Perdiccas, and who atuidh to his report, had likewiſe in his preſencerexpreſſed 
thoſe kindnefſes to that woman which hee complained of. In ſhort all that could 
confirm what Perdiccas had ſaid, came into his mind, and made ir ſo likely, that hee 
hardly found any thing atall todoubt of. Well, ( cried hee of a ſudden) letus hope, 
Statira is without queſtion alive, and if 1 am not the blindeſt man in the world, I can- 
.not but know my happineſs. O.gods ! if you ſhould have wrought this miracle in 
favor of mee, what ſhould Lofferupon your altars, and what ſhould 1 doto —_ 
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ledg a mercie of that nature? After theſe words, and ſom others full of tranſport, 
hee repeated all thoſe paſſages in his minde, from whence hee could draw any affurance 
of his good fortune, and examining his lalt encounter particularly, hee tound it (6 
agreeable to Perdiccas his words, that hee no longer doubted but that woman which 
ridbchinde the Cavalicr, whoſe _ was ſo like Caſſandra's, and whoſe voice way 
ſo like Statira's, was really Statira her ſelf; Beeing fortified by theſe laſt conſiderath- 
ons, in that opinion, hee gave himſelf over to his joy, with ſuch exceſs as might 
have cauſed his death, if in the fame encounter hee had not met with ſtrong oc« 
caſions to repreſs it : True it is, that after having heedfully conſidered all things, hee 
believed hee had found Statira again , in the perſon of Caſſandra, and of the woman 
who had palled by him that very day ; but hee could not give way to that thought, 
without making room for another, which was able to counterpoiſ a good partof hiz 
ineſs, nor believ Statira to beeliving , wichout believing her to bee in the power 
of that Lover with whom Perdiccas reproched her, and whom hee had ſeen her embrace 
in his own preſence ; This opinion ſettling ir ſelf with the other, produced little dif 
ferent effefts, and as joy had baniſhed all fatal thoughts out of his minde, the jealoufic 
that accompanied it, baniſhed the greateſt part of that joy out of the ſame minds; 
Sntira is alive, ( faid hee wich a diſcontented look ) but (hee is not alive for mee, that 
ungrateful Princeſs is in the arms of a new Lover, and ſhee who after ſo many year 
ſervice, hardly granted mee the (ighteſt favors, hugg's and embrace's a new-com ſer- 
vant without modeſtie, or diſcretion : Suffer not chy ſelf cherefore to bee carried 
away with the exceſſive joy, thou felteſt for the recoverie of that inconfiant woman, 
the gods reſtore her not to Oroondates, though they reſtore her to the world, and'tis 
but tor the intereſis of a rival, that thou haſt made chy vows; and that thou rejoiceſt 
without ſence or reaſon. His jealouhie increafing by the ſtrength of appearances, grew 
then ſo inſolent, as to diſpute for ſuperioritie with his joy ; and indeed it had not 
ſo little power, butthat it held his minde for ſom time wavering in ſaſpence; butin 
the end theexcellencie of his nature, and of his affeftion, which was abſolutely 
and disintereſſed, gave joy the upper hand, and made him wore ſatisfied with the life 
of his Princeſs, then afflifted with her inconſtancie ; hee thereupon repented his for 
mer thoughts, and friving to ſuppreſs themz O! my affe&ion ( ſaid hee again ) par 
don mee this weakneſs, ] am not yet looſned enough from humanitie, to forget all 
my intereſts, and 'twas baſe in mee to conſider my ſelf in the ſatetie of my Princeſs; 
let her live, for mee, it it bee poſſible 3 and if chat hope bee forbidden mee, let her live 
however, and let onely Oroondates die, fince hee is incapable of living without her, 
How |! Let onely Orcondates die ? ( added hee within a minute after) Ah ! thatdeſign 
is unjuſt, Oroondates will not die alone, that happie rival who triumph's over ſo many 
ſuffrings,8 over ſo many years {ervice,(hall infallibly accompanie him to his grave; Ile 
follow him into what part of the world ſoever hee ſhall go, and carrie death into that 
ſame breſt where hee ha's lodg'd the image of my Princeſs. As hee brought forth theſe 
words, his face was inflamed with an exceſſive color;& anger and hatred cameto mingle 
themſelvs among the other paſſions which had found place in his ſoul. Hee then turned 
over a thouſand different thoughts, and that change of his fortune, putting himintoa 
condition of taking new reſolutions, and of crofling the order Lyſimachus and hee had 
agreed upon, plung'd him into a deep ſtudie web kept him above an hour upon the bank 
of the river where h& was ſet down. At laſt heearole from thence, as much confounded 
and unreſolved as before, and walked again toward Polemon's houl, but leaving itup- 
on the left hand, hee followed the courſ of rhe river, till before hee was aware, hee 
* got above adozen furlongs from it, when hee began to com to himſelf again, hee found 
' heewascloſle by the fide of a wood, the ſhade whereof ſuiting well with his penlive 
humor, begot in him a defire to vilit it 3 hee ſought out the thickeſt, and moſt retired 
places, to which hee communicated his new cauſes of joy , and his new cauſes of 
ſorrow 3 and after having wavered a while in the diverfitie of his thoughts, bee re 
ſolved in the end, to give Lyſimacbus notice of that adventure, and to follow the track 
of his rival to ſpend the laſt drop of his bloud, in diſputing with him fora con- 
quelt hee had fo eafily, and fo unjuſtly obtained; with this deſign hee hadualreadh 
curn 
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tirned about to finde his way home again, when from one of the remoteſt places of 
the wood, hee heard the voice of certain perſons who ſpoke with a great deal of ve- 
hemence, and theſe laſt advantages having taught him to negle& nothing for the 
knowledg of his fortune, hee lent ſom attention to them, to ſee if trom thence hee 
could draw yet ſomthing more toward the clearing ot his doubts: for that putpoſe hee 
direed his ſteps that way where hee ſtill heard that noif, and had not gon tar, when 
through the boughs hee perceived a man armed compleatly , except his cask which lay 
upon the gra(s, hittingby a Ladie, to whom hee talked with very nzich ation ; as ſoon 
as hee was near enough to hear what they ſaid, hee thought hee knew their voices, 
and that conceit made him creepa little nearer, under favor of ſom trecs which hid 
him. From that place hee overheard their diſcourſ; and endeavored to pet a ſ1ght of 
their faces, but ſcarce had hee caſt his eie upon them, when hee was ſtrongly confirmed 
m his ſaſpicions, and forced to contraditt all 'probabilirie to givecredit to his eies and 
ears; yet though theſe voices, and faces were perfe&ly known to him, hee accounted 
that adventure ſo exceeding ſtrange, and fo ſurpriſing, that hee could hardly believ 
it; in this confuſion hee heard the converſation of thoſe two perſons, and quickly 
loſt his doubts by a moſt aſſured confirmation, the attention hee lent permitted him 
to underſtand their words diſtin&ly, and to obſer all their aftions, ſo that hee heard 
that faicLadie, after (hee had roughly pulled away her hand from the man who held it 
between his, ſpeak to him on this manner ; Think not unworthie man, thy threats 
can terrifie mee no more then thy flatteries have wor: mee, I cannot love thee, nor will 
| bee afraid of thee, and as thy wickedneſs give's mee an averſion againſt thee, ſo the 
hopeT have in the juſtice of the gods, free's mee from the fear thou would-(t firike in- 
to mee. I ſpeak no longer to thee, as to a man that had yer ſom ſenl of virtue, but as 
toa faithleſs ſubjet, who violate's all manner of Laws in the perſon of his Fr.ncels, 
and who cannot bee touched with any other conlideration, then the apprehention of 
thoſe puniſhments that hang over his head. 'Tis by them therefore that 1 will repreſs 
thy infolence, and 'tis by the terror of heavens thunder, that will divert thee from 
thy abominable intentions. Conſider yet once again ( if thou haſt till any remem- 
brance left of what 1 was, and of what thou wert thy ſelf, and if the change of my 
fortune, have not raced out of my forehead the charafter , which nry birth had 
there imprinted ) conſider that I am the daughter of thy King , and that thou 
art my father's ſubje& , that from an unreaſonable ambition , thou paſſeſt to a 
moſt horrible attempt, and that in ſhort thou oughteſt to remember 1 am 
ſtill Berenice, and thac thou art ſtill Arſacomes. This Princeſs, whom after theſe 
words Orondates could not but know, would have ſaid more, if Arſaccmes had 
not infolently interrupted her. I am now no more in a condition ( ſaid hee) 
to bee ſatisfied with theſe kinde of words, and if 1 commic any faults, the violent 
paſſion I have for you may excuſe them all , you know that I have ſaffred with pa- 
tience enough, and that in ſpite of the indignitie of your uſages I have ſerved you 
with reſpe&s which are neither due to the daughter of ones King, no nor to the 
gods thernſelys ; nay with reſpets which you ungratefully have abuſed. Thoſe gods 
wherewith you threaten mee, are the irreprochful witneſſes of it, and they likewiſe 


- know that I flie not to this extremitie againſt you, till after | had rendred you all chat I 


owed both to your birth, and to my love, and after having combated your minde by 


© dutiesand ſubmiſſions able to have mollitied a Tygreſs, you have repaied them with 
_ ſcorn, with injuries, and with indignities, -and have ever uſed mee not onely as the 


vileſt of all men living, but as ſom afpick, or ſom ſavage beaſt. Think it not ſtrange 
therefore, if 1 trie the laſt means I have left, and if having no more hope to make 
you relent by waies of gentleneſs, | make uſe of the power the gods have given mee, to 
obtain thoſe favors, which you may make legitimate when you pleaſ. Arſatomes ended 
theſe words in taking Berenice's hand, but ſhee roſe up furiouſly, and looking upon 
him with cies ſparkling with anger, To thee, traitor( ſaid ſhee ) favors to thee? Ah! 
now [ can die to keep thee from them, and that 1 am not ſo forſaken by the gods, buc 
that I hope for their aſſiſtance againſt thee. The gods ( replied Arſacomes, holding her 
by the gown, and riſing after her, )are not concerned in your fantaſtical —_— 
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and fince you urge my patience to extremities, know that they fhall not deliver youty 
day from the debian | have for my fatisfafion ; yuur obſtinacie from henceforth-is uns 
profitable, and you muſt either conſent to my utmoſt telicities, or difpole your ſelf rg 
ſee mee take them by force,ſaying thus, hee took her in his arms,and having kiſſed her 
whether ſhee would or no, hee prepared himſelf to give her more ſenlible diſpleafine, 
when Oroondates, who had not been able to contain himfelt fo long without a- violent 
conſtraint, ftept forth from the place where hee was concealed, and ſhewing himſelf 
to that guiltie man, with a face kindled by a juſt indignation, Arſacomes ( cried hee ) 
thou traitor Arſacomes, hold thy hand ; Thefe words were to him like a thunder-clap, 
the forerunner of the bolt that threatned him, and getting looſ trom Berenice's nails, 
who had aJreadie mark'd his face indivers places, hee turned briskly abont to Oroindes 
tes, and drawing his (word, put himfelt in a readineſs to puniſh the obitacle of his in- 
tentions. At hrit hee knew him not, but Oroondates coming up to him with a herie eie, 
before hee aſſaulted him, ſtruck terror into him with thele reproches, Look here dif 
loial man ( ſaid hee ) look upon this face, and acknowledy the juſtice of the gods; 
who reſery unto thy Prince, the reſcue of thy Princeſs, and the puniſhment of thy 
offences unto him whom thou haſt mortally offended. Hee had not the leiſure to-en- 
large himſelf in a longer diſcourl, and though Arſacomes had no part of him unarmed 
except his head, and chat hee had no other arms but his ſword alone, hee ſtood not 
contidering whether hee ſhould undertake that unequal combat, but ſetting himſelf in 
his guard hee made at him with more judgment, then ic was probable his boiling ans 
ger ſhould have left him. Arſacomes knowing him, was ſurpriſed with an aſtoniſhs 
ment which cannot eahily bee repreſented, and ſeized with a mortal appretenfion 
which made him tremble trom hcad to foot. Hee repented himſclt inſtantly of what hee 
had attempted,bur beeing truly valiant,& judging thathis remor{ wag unproficable,hee 
baniſhed ic together with his tear, and placing his ſafetie onely in his valor, heereſok 
ved to proſecute his crime to the uttermolt, Berenice was {0 turprited with ſo (trange 
an adventure, and ſo unexpetted a relief, that ſhee had (carcely underſtanding enough 
left to make praiers for her brother. Orozudates ſtirred up by to lawful a refentmenty 
deſired to make a ſpeedie end of the combat , and taking the advantage of Ar{acomes 
his aſtoniſhment, who if hee had not been in ſuch an amaze, was one that would 
have troubled the valianteſt man in the world, hee very actively avoided tlie firſt blows 
hee made impetuouſlly at him, and watching an opportanitie to get under his ſword, 
hee engaged the point of it, and bearing ic up with the midit of his own hee lipt 
along the blade, and thruſt it up to the hilts, where the defe& of his cura(s afforded 
way. Arſacomes fell withthe wound, and weltring in his bloud, his life ſtreamed out 
with it at a double paſlage. Oroindates whoſe wrath was appealed by the fall 
of his enemie , had ſom kinde of ſorrow for his deſtinie, and though his crime 
made him unworthie of any pitie, hee could not ſee him ſtruggle with death; and 
not bee touched with ſom nſ of compaſlion; Hee had not time to ſhew any marks 
of it, andthe Princeſs his ſiſter, who ran to hin after his viſtorie, withdrew him from 
all other thoughts fave thoſe of teſtifying his joy to ſe her, by all the endearments 
of a moſt affeCtionate brother ; they had not the leiſure before, to make known che 
aſtoniſhment their encounter had mutually cauſed in them, bur as ſoon as they were at 
libertieto expreſs themſelvs, they ſuffred their love to break foith into all manner of 
proofs, and having ever been molt fincere, it diſcovered it ſelf by exceſlive evidences; 
and the joy of Berenice, who in the perſor; of her brother had found a deliverer, and 
by his aſſiſtance had newly eſcaped 5 great a danger, could not manifeſt it ſelf but: 
by ations full of extafie and wonder. After many ſeverall long embraces, O ! dear 
Brother, O dear Siſter, ( cried they both together ) is ic you? and not beeing able 
to bring forth any other words, they begun their kindnefſes afreſh, with ſuch r# 
ptures of affeftion and tenderneſs as are not eafie to bee repreſented. Oroindates held 
Berenice in his arms, giving her a thouſand kiſſes, notwithſtanding all his diſcontents, 
and the alteration of his humor; and Berenice who had nothing moreto wiſh for after 
meeting with him, hung about his neck, ro which ſhee ſeemed to bee faſtened with in- 
difſoluble chains. In the end they gaye fom reſpite to their embraces, and their firſt 
amazement 
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amazement beginning to vaniſh by degrees , O deareſt Brother ( cried the Princeſs ) 
by what _— mercie of the gods have I {o favorably met with you, and how is it 
_ | ſhould have tound you in this councrie in ſo ſtrange an equipage ?- But you, 
iſter, ( ſaid Oroondates ) you whoml left in' $cythia, and to whom ſuch voiages are 
not uſual as they are to mee, by what ſtrange adventure came you into theſe 4 
and which way fell you-into this danger,” from which the gods have mlraculoaſy 
freed you? T he adventures indeed ( replied the Princeſs ) are not a little extracrdinarie 
whereby | am fallen into theſe misfortunes, bur the recical of them deferv's a fitter 
ſeaſon, for though Arſacomes bee dead, hee ha's left thoſe very near this place,who, in 
che eſtate you are in, may make -you run ſom hazard, put on his arms therefore ſince 
you have the leiſure, as well to decciv their knowledg, as to bee able to defend your 
{elf if they allaule you. Oroindates approved his filters counſel, and coming to Arſe 
comes hee began to take off his curaſs, and the reit of his arms ; but not without 
ſhewing marks of trouble, and repugnancie in that ation, nor without accompany- 
ing them with words that teſtified his compaſſion of him. Unfortunate Arſacomes, 
{ ſaid hee ) have the gods made uſe of my hands to Pen thy faults ; and have they 
deſtinied mee to deprive thee of a lite, tor which | would willingly have hazarded 
mine own, it I had found thee in another condition ? but 'tis no matter, with what 
crime ſoever thou haſt armed mee juſtly againſt thee,l wiſh thy ſpirit an eternal repoſe, 
and | will have my fiſter pardon thee an offence, for which thou by thy death haſt 
made her ſufficient ſatisfation ; the Princeſs -whoſe anger was but roo much extin- 
wiſhed in the bloud of her enemie, contormed her thoughts unto her brothers, and 
[——_ no hatred at all againſt dead Arjacomes, ſhee defired his ghoſt might enjoy a 
perte&t tranquillitie. Oroondates had alreadie put on his curaſs, and having by Bere- 
nice's aſſiſtance fitted himſelt with the reſt of his arms, hee took up the cask which hee 
ſaw upon the ground, and having covered his head with it, hee appeared little dif- 
ferent from Arſacomes, Scarce had hee made an end of arming himſelf, when the Prin 
ceſs ſeeing a man com toward them, armed likewile at all points, and mounted upon a 
gallant horf, Ah! brother ( cried ſhee ) ſee yonder the pertidious Aſtiages, who, by his 
pernicious counſels, hath alone brought mee into the danger, from which you have 
delivered mee. Fear him not fiſter ( ſaid the Prince ) and believ that the gods ſend him 
onely to receiv the recompence of his good advice; and to furniſh us with a horf, 
which was neceſſarie for us: After theſe words hee went to meet Aſtiages, and as ſoon 
as that wicked fellow ſaw him, Well Sir, ( cried hee ) have you any need of our aſſi- 
ſtance ? Oroondates anſwered nothing, but the beaver of his cask beeing down, hee let 
him com up to him ina place, where hee could not diſcover Arſacomes his bodie- The 
Prince was a little taller of ſtature then Arſacomes,but Aſtiages who was far enough from 
ſuſpefing the truth of that adventure,took not notice of it,till hee had ſeized upon his 
rein 3 that aftion cauſed him to conſider him, and obſerving ſom ditference, hee began 
to pull away his bridle, when Orondates holding it with an extraordinarie force, 
Traitor ( ſaid hee )thou muſt die, and give an account of thy crimes, to him whom 
the gods have ſent to puniſh thee. Afiages finding hee was miſtaken , would have re- 
paired his fault, and putting his hand upon the hilt of his fword, hee at the ſame 
time clapp'd ſpurs to his horf to trample Oroondates under his feet, butthe Prince ſtopt . 
the hor{” with his lefc hand, and ſeeing that Aſtiages had bow'd down his head almoſt 
to the ſaddle bow, hee clinch'd his fiſt, which had a good gantlet on it, anddiſcharg'd 
{o weightie a blow with it upon his cask, that A7:iapges thought himfelf overwhelmed 
under the ruines of ſom tower ; the cask indeed ſaved his life, but it kept him not 
from beeing ſo ſhunn'd, that after a while, hee opetied his arms , and fell withouc 
ſenſ under his horſes feet. Oroindates judg'd that hee was bur in a ſwoun, but hee dil 
dained a more perfe& viftorie, and beeing unwilling to diſpatch an enewie, who was 
no longer able to make refiſtance, hee contented himſelf with taking his horſ, whictr 
hee led toward the Princeſs, who came toward him to partake in his ſecond viftorie. 
Brother ( cried ſhee ) you are ſtill invincible, and running to him with open arms, 
{hee began her endearments anew , which the Prince returned with alike affe&ion. 
Berenice then thought her (elf at the end of all misfortunes, but that day , which was 
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to bee a day of wonders to Oroondates, was not yet paſſed, and it pleaſed the gods 
that while the Princeſs was moſt bubly imploicd ia her kindaefies to | her brother, 
a Cavalier attended by his Squire, came paſſing hard.by her, hee made a ſtop to behold 
her face and ation, which hee hat don a while, hee lift up his hands to heaven 
of a ſudden, and after a loud crie, hee ran ta his Squire, who held ewo javelins, and 
having taken them out of his hand, hee calt one of them at Oroondates his feer, cryi 
to horſ; to horſ; I defie theetoa mortal combatz Oroondates ieeing himlſelt defied by 
a man whom hee knew not, and whom bee had not injured, was inflamed with an- 
ger, and taking up the dart hee had thrown him, be leapt upon his hocl, which hee 
held by the bridle, while his encmie having turned his back, went to take his carrier, 
that hee might run at him the more impetuouſly ; and while the Princeſs Berenice at- 
flifted at this laſt encounter, had caſt her ſelf upon the ground, where ſhee made war 
againſt her beautiful face, and her fair hair, They were not now in that part ofthe 
wood, where Arſacomes was Kill'd, and where the thickneſs of the trees might have 
hindred the libertie of their courſ, but near the river, and the great bigh way, andina 
place ſpacious enough, for the combat of a greater number. Theſe two warriers ha 
ving ſufficient room for their carrier, turned about their horſes, and ſerti 
themaſelys firm upon their ſtirrups, they came at one another” with a furie like thatof 
an impetuous winde, and a {wiftneſs that might bce compared to that of an 
ſtooping to her prey ; the earth trembled under them, and the banks of the riverec 
choed at their meeting; they were both ſuch Mafers of theic trade, that they equally 
fruſtrated each other's deligns, and receiving the blows upon their ſhields, which were 
aimed at the fight of their helmets, they ſplintred their darts ina great many pieces, 
without any , andended their carrier, no more (ſhaken by that powerful encouns 
ter, then two Gn the daſhing of the ſtormie billows. Ar the end of their courſ 
they drew their (words, and wheeled about with a fierceneſs able to ſtrike fear into 
the moſt reſolved perſons. Oroondates lifting up his terrible brow, covered with the 
cazk of the unfortunate Arſacomes, and meaſuring 'his enemie with bis cie, choy 
hee beheld the ſame Cavalier who had paſled by bim ſom hours before, and whom 
ſuſpeRed to haye carried away Statira, and to have left Perdiccas in the caſe hee had 
found him. In that belief hee held up his hand, by that fign making ſhow that hee de 
fired to ſpeak to him e're hee proceeded further : though the ſtranger had much adoto 
grant him that delay, hee made a ſtop for a few moments, and Oroondates without 
ting up his beaver; if requeſts are decent amongſt enemies ( ſaid hee) tell meel 
thee, it thou did(t not fight with Perdiccas to day. 1 have no deſign at all to pleaſ thee,. 
( replied the ſtranger ) but it thou art Perdiccas his friend cthon maieſt revenge his 
1g againſt mee, who both fought with him, and beat him. 1 defie thee tben thy 
elf, ( cried Oroondates furiouſly ) unto that mortal combat, to which thou firſt didit 
challenge mee, and which ſhall neither have end, nor reſpite, but by death ; Heeac+ 
companied theſe words with a dreadful blow, which coming with that force which 
nothing yet had been able to reſiſt, apd falling upon the ſtrangers head, made him 
fink almoſt to the bow of his ſaddle, and was like to have made him fall among his 
horſes feet. Never Lioneſs touched with the hunters ſpear, turned with ſuch yr 
againſt him that wounded her, as didthe firanger after fo dangerous a ſalute; hee had 
been ſolictle accuſtomed to receiv ſuch like fayors, that his anger as violent as it was, 
began thereby twice as much inflamed, and graſping the handle of his ſword, and at 
the ſame time grating his teeth, hee lift ic up as high as ever hee was able, and bro 
it down ſo heavily upon his enemie, that his arm, which with his ſhield hee had 
poſed againſt that tempeſt, yielded under ſo weightie a burthen, and his ſhield was 
thereby ſtruck ſo forcibly againſt his forchead, that it made him reel in his ſaddle, and 
bend backward to the very crupper of his horſ; After this mightie blow, the ſiranger 
defiring to take the advantage of hisenemies diſorder, cloſed up ſuddenly to his right 
fide, that hee might run the point of his ſword between the joints of his arms, and 
overthrow himupon the ſand by a ſhock which hee could not avoid. But Oroondates, 
Who was none of thoſe that could ſo eaſily bee vanquiſhed, was alreadie in a poſture 
to hinder his intent, and making his ſword glitter in his cies, cauſed bis _— 
ance 
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along his ſhield, and paſs away without effe& ; but they ruſh'd againſt each 
other ſo violently with their ſhoulders, that the petrels broak ; the borles ſunk in the 
hams, readie to fet their hanchesto the ground, and the Maſters by the furie of that 
encounter, were almoſt diſabled to continue their combat ; yet did they com up again 
to one another more gerribly then ever; and by choſe firſt ſtrokes, knowing their va- 
lor mutually, they imploied all their vigor and dexteritie to ſeck our their beſt advan: 
rages. O my pen ! in this place thou mult conteſs thy diſabilitic, and that thou feeleſt 
thy (elf too weak to repreſent this dreadful combat, che diſcription whereof paſle's 
both my language, and my imagination; bur to give ſom {light knowledg thereof it 
will ſaffice thee to ſay, that the moſt violent of all paſſions, animated the moſt valiant 
of all men, andthat with it Fortune conſpired, to make whar ever was greateſt, and 
moſt to bee redoubled in the whole world, diſpute» a matchleſs viorie ori that ſmall 
iece of earth. The ſtuds of their arms were beaten out in many places, pieces of mail 
ſcattered in the duſt, and the bloud ran down from divers parts of their bodies, 
and yet their choler was not at all abated, nor did their forces ſeem atall diminiſhed ; 
on the contrarie their wrath wasthe more inflamed by the fight of their bloud; and 
their animoſitic- was redoubled by reſiſtance. - "Twas in that ſeaſon of the year when 
the daies were at the longeſt, and yet the ſun began to decline, before one could obſerv 
any advantage or decreaſ of ſtrength on either ſide. The deſolate Berenice ſpeftatreſs 
of that combat, poured forth a deluge of tears at the foot of a tree where ſtiee waited 
trembling for the ſucceſs of it, and begged of the gods, with moſt fervent praiers, ac- 
ied with two torrents guſhing trom her cies, that either they would grant her 
beother che victorie, or ſend ſom charitable perſons to ſeparate them. The ſtranger's 
Squire carneſtly made the like requeſts, and remembring former ſucceſſes, admired that 
one man could ſo long conteſt the vitorie againſt his Maſter ; hee was too well ac- 
inted with his humor to dareto help him in an equal fight , and was not ignorant 
bat hee muſt never hope for pardon after ſuch an ation. But in the end the bodies of 
theſe two gallant men bzeing neither of braſs, nor marble, they began to grow weaker, 
and their loſs of bloud, and want of breath, made them findeleſs force in th:ir blows, 
and leſs nimbleneſs in their motions ; their horſes wearied with ſo long toil, and 
wounded with ſom ſtrokes otherwiſe intended. began to fail firſt ; they no longer un- 
derſtood the ſpur, and anſwered buc lictle to their Maſters defigns, when beeing join- 
edvery cloſe, and beeing hardly any longer able to lift up their ſwords, they let theni 
fall both at the ſame time, andcatching hold of one anothers bodies, they began a 
wreſtling on horkback, in which ry 4 ſpent almoſt all the reſt of their forces, but 
yet had not the ſucceſs they hoped for ; their ſtrength was then fo equal, that they 
could not ſhake one another out of their ſeat,and though edch clapt ſpurs, to drag his 
enemie along with him, their tired horſes proved weaker then themſelvs, and with 
the remnants of their vigor, they ſo firmly cruſh'd their flanks, that ſo long as they 
kept their hold, it was impoſſible for them to move forward; the girths vg to 
crack, when theſe two invincible warriers, enraged at the length of that combat, at 
once remembred the daggers that hung behinde their backs ; they put theic hands rhi- 
ther haſtily, and having drawn them to end their quarrel, while with the left arm, 
each held faſt about his enemies middle , with the right they iruck a great many 
blows at one another, and fighting then with a blinde, heedleſs furie, moſt of them 
light upon their armor, but ſom having found the defefts of it, with new ſtreams of 
bloud, drew alſo the remainder of their forces ; then beeing no longer able to keep 
ir, they let go their hold, and their horſes beeing no longer ſtopt by that potent ob- 
ſtacle which had made them till chen unmoveable, partedand carried away their riders 
above an hundred paces from orie another. That of Oroandates ſtaicd firſt, and his Ma- 
{ter turning him about with much ado towards his enemie, ſaw him totter in his 
ſaddle, and preſently after fall upon the ſanid; proud of this viftorie hee would have 
cried, I have conquered, but hee had not ſo much ſtrength as to ſpeak thoſe words, 
nor to keep his ſeat, ſo that tumbling from his horſ with very weakneſs, hee had no 
other comfort in his fall, ſave that of ſeeing his enemie down, a moment before him. 
The diſconſolate, or rather the deſpairing; as, rani co him quite beſides ber = 
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and lene off his cask in all haſte, ſhee ſaw him faint and pale, loſing his ſenſes with 
bis bloud,. which flowed out at many wide patſages. O gods! how great was hy 
affliftion then ; and what lamentations ſhee made over the bodie of that dear brother: 
it ſeemed as if inconſtant Fortune had onely given her him ſom miniites before, ' 
make her the moxe ſenſible of his loſs after ſo unexpeRed a recoverie, and if the cog. 
verſation of. her honor, which ſhee had faved by that encounter, had not been a thow 
ſand times more confiderable to her, then that of herlife, ſhee would have derefidd 
it a thouſand times, fince the gods-ſeemed to have ſent it her for no other end, but 
tooverwhelm her in the moſt killing ſorrow her heart was capable to receiv ; in the 
perſon of Oroindates ſhee not onely loſt a brother, but a brother who was really the 
gallanteſt of all men living, a brother that had ever moſt dearly loved her, a brother 
to whom ſhee had ſuch freſh obligations, and a brother in whom ſhee had found her 
onely refuge, in a countrey where ſhee was abandoned to all manner of diſaſters; and 
deſtitute of any ſanuary, or any acquaintance; ſhee caſt her ſelf upon him withone 
moderation or regard, and ſtain'd her ſelf with tis bloud as ſhee wa(hed bim with \ 
her tears ; her beautiful face wherein Nature had carefully {ct forth her chicfeſt rari- 
ties, -and which in ſpite of her long affliftions, ſhined like a fair Rar, but ſom fy 
minutes before, was then the true image ot defolation and deſpair, or rather the very 
piture of her dying brother, her hands which would have reſpected it in her ods 
narie luſtre, knew it not in that condition, and were fo facrilegeous as to carrie 
themſelys inſolently againſt it , and leav marks in it of the power grief hadrer 
them; As ſoon as her voice had torced the paſſage which her ſighs had long made 
oodagainſt it, Fortune ( cried ſhee ) injurious Fortune, by what crimes havel fo 
| arm. incenſed thee, and what advantage canſt thou draw from thy mercile 
rſecutions ? didft thou ſeem to bee reconciled wich mee ſo lately, for no other end 
ttomake mee the more ſeniible of thy cruelties ? and did(t thou reſtore mee this 
dear brother onely to take him from mee again with ſo much inhumanicie? Der 
brather , ( continued ſhee, cloſely embracing him and joining her face to his ) the 
greateſt, and moſt lovely! Prince in the w!.ole world, muſt fo brave a life haveſd . 
ſhorta thread, and ſo deplorable an end; and have the gods brought us together afer 
ſo long a ſeparation, for nothing eli bur that'l might cloſe thine eies, and pay thee 
thy funeral rites? will you forſake mee then in an unknown countrie, where | had 
no other refuge but in you ? and fince you have liv'd for my honor, will you notlive 
ſtill for my happineſs ? As ſhee ſpoke theſe words, after ſhee had unbuckled his curals, 
ſhee laid her hand upon his heart, and finding there yet ſom remainder of warmth, 
Ah ! dear brother ( cried ſhee ) there -is till ſom life in you, and perhaps the pods 
will yet preſerv you; afliſt mee then you gods, you that are all good, and all power 
ful, and let not the perfeCteſt of your creatures periſh for want of ſaccour. With 
that ſhee roſe up from her brother, and cunning through the wood, ſhee called for aid, 
evento things that were the moſt inſenfible ; while ſhee was in this ſorrowful imploi 
ment, the {tranger's Squire made moſt bitter lamentations over his Maſter, and judg- 
ing that alone hee del not give himthat afliſtance which was neceſſarie, left him to 
beg fom help at the neareſt houſes. Hee was alreadi? gon , and the night that came 
on apace, redoubled Berenice's confuſion and deſpair, and plung'd her ſoul into incon- 
ceivable frights and terrors, when her good tortune brought them to her, from whom 
ſhee quickly received aſliſtance. It was eAraxes, Polemon, and ſom of Lyſimachus his 
ſervants, whom the Princeſſes cries had drawn unto that place: Araxes was inpain 
by reaſon of his Maſter's long ſtay abroad , and had been ſom ' hours in ſearch of 
him with much diſquiet. No ſooner did Berenice ſee him appear, but ſhee ran affright- 
ed to him, and ſtretching forth her hands in a beſeeching poſture, Whoever youare 
( cried ſhee ) if there bee any pitie in you, ſuccour a dying Prince, and your afſifance 
will bee beſtowed on one that well deſerv's it : Scarce had ſhee ſpoke theſe words, 
when Araxes thought hee knew that voice, and though the little probabilitic there 
was in that encounter, made him very uncertain in his belief, yet did it cauſ himto 
look heedfully in her tace, where, notwithſtanding, that darkneſs began to ſteal away 
the light, hee obſerved ſomuch reſemblance to that of Berenice , that his _ 
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redoubled, and were ſtrong enough to make him crie, © gads! Madam, what do I ſer ? 
can it bee you my honored Princeſs? Theſe words,and her having met with Oroondates, 
made his faithful Araxes known to Berenice, who reccived io ſmall conſolation by his 
ſight; ſhee was not able to diſſemble ir, bur torgetting her greatnels, and her ordina- 
riegravitie, in a time when fo many accidents. had perplexed her, thee embracedihim, 
and gave himma reception, hee could not have hoped tor trom her inanothier ſeaſon. 
Ataxes ( aid thee ) 'tis even 1 Araxes, and; the gods have put mee again into the 
arms of my dear brother, onely to make mee a wicnels of his death. Behold: him here 
( continued ſhee drawing near him ) behuld your poor Prince, yielding ap his life 
with his blond, through a great number of wounds. Ib Araxes was furpriſed with 
the unexſpeRted encounter of Berenice, hee was more ſentibly trucken with her words, 
and not loſing time to anſwer her, hee ran to him, fo loft and blinded wirts ſudden 
grief, chat hee almoſt rrod upon-himzin his lake to finde him : When by che light-of 
the moon which began co ſhoot forth reaſonable clear beams, hee ſaw his dear Maſter 
in ſo woful an eſtate, hee was ſeized witch ſuch a violent forrow, that hee was like to 
have kept him companie, hee was going to fall into bewailing complaints, when hee 
remembred that his help was more necel{arie tor him then thoſe unprofitable tetimo- 
nies of his aftetion, and {ummoning all his courage, to make himlelt capable of dv- 
ing ſomthing in an affliion that put him beſides himſelf, hee ſtood up, and while 
Berenice, and Polemon having quite diſarmed him, applied handkerchiets to his wounds, 
to ſtop the bloud hee had yer left in his bodie, hee bulied himfelt with the reſt, in 
cutting branches, and making a kinde of hand-barrow to carrie him away, Lyſimachus 
his ewo (ſervants leſs poſſeſt with grief, wronght fo taſt, that they quickly made one fic 
to ſery their turn, and having ſpread their cloaks, laid the Princeupon it, and began 
to bear him gently towards Polemon's houſ. Although Araxes was generous and chari- 
table, his bzeing ſo powerfully prepoſlelſed, hindred him from taking any care of 
the ſtranger, who by the abſence of his Squire was left alone, and ftretched out upon 


. theplace, without ſenf, or appearance ot life, and thinking onely upon his Maſter's 


ſufetie, iu all his ations hee did not ill ſecond the mourning of the arflied Berenice. 
They had not gon above half way, when cither chroagh that ſtirring of him, or ſom 
other cauſ, Oroondates came out of his ſwoun, and by ſom little moving, accompanied 
with a weak (igh, hee raiſed their almoſt quite dejefted hopes, and reſtored ſom ſereni- 
tie to Berenice's countenance, ſhee ſtept cloſe to him in a fuſpence between joy and 
grief, and having called him twice or thrice, ſhee ſaw bim turn his head toward het, 
and give her that token hee had fom underſtanding left. Ah ! my dear brother { ſaid 
ſhee ) you ſhall not die, your virtue is too dear unto the gods, to lofe hopes of ſom- 
thing to your advantage. In the mean time- Polemon was gon before, to get teadie all 
things neceſfarie, and before they artived at his houſ, they mer the Amazon Queen, 
attended by Hippolita and Amintas, who came towardrhem in a fright at the tiews thee 
had heard of that accident; having vowed a real friend{hip to Prince Oroandates, Her 
grief was not {light for his diſaſter, and drawing near him, hee gaveall the proofs of 
it hee could defire from the Princeſs his Sifter4 they went inro the houl together, and 
having put him prefently to bed, Amintas 100k'd upon his wounds ; hee had two in 
his bodle, ewo in his thighs, and one in hls lefrarm: All chat were preſent ex(petted 
the Chyrurgion's opinion, with apprehenfions which were eahe to bee obſcyyed in their 
countenances z but O gods ! how great was their joy, when having ſearched them, hee 
gave aſſurance that none were mortal, that onely loſs of bloud and weatinefs ha 1 
cauſed his ſounding, and thatif hee would but bee more traftable then hee was of his 
former wound, hee promiſed them an infallible cure within a ſhort time: This judg- 
ment brought joy again amongſt perſons fo affeFionate to him, and they altogether 
ſhewed marks of it proportionable to the friendſhip, which nearneſs of bloud, obli- 
gations, and the confideration of merit, had eſtabliſhed in their hearts; c6lor re- 
tarned into their faces, and Queen Thaleftris, who in her firſt trotible had trot confi- 
dered the Princeſs Berenice attentively, caſt her cies upon her wich more curioſitie, 
and hearing her call Oroondates by the name of Brother, called to minde ſom linea- 
ments of that beautic ſhee had ſeen in Scythiag but defiring a more perſe& affarance of 
it, 
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it, ſhee drew it from the mouth of Araxes. As ſoon as hee had fully informed her, 
ſhee uſed complements to the Princeſs, tull of reſpect, and civilitie, and Berenice who 
at the ſame time learned Tbaleſtris's qualitie from Araxes, repajed them with all man. 
ner of ſubmiſſion; the diſquiet they yet were in for Oroondates, would not ſutter them 
to hold any long diſcourſ, and they concluded with proteſtations ot a perteCt friend. 
ſhip, and mutual promiſes to tell their adventures, and let each other know the cauſ 
of their arrival in that countrie, as ſoon as they ſhould have a more convenient time, 
In the interim Oroondates was ſo far com to himſelf , that hee ſpoke, and knew every 
bodie, and ſeeing Berenice at his bed fide , Iam wounded iter ( {aid hee ) but my rival 
is (lain, and the ingrateful Caſſandra ſhall have bur little ſatisfattion by her infidelitie, 
Theſe words, the cauſ whereof was unknown to all that were preſent, made them be 
liey hee was lightheaded 3 but after them hee ſpoke others of 1o good lenl, that they 
partly loſt that opinion. Madam ( ſaid heeto Queen Thaleſtriz ) ſee there the Princels 
my lſter I know it Sir, ( anſwered Thaleſtris ) and fince that knowledg, have vowed 
my affe&tions to her, with a great deal of reſpe&, and delire to merit hers by my ſer 
vices. That offer (.replied the Princeſs ) is too advantageous to mee , to receiv it y 
Other then a meer favor, andince with ſo much goodneſs, you grant mee what I could 
not juſtly hope for, I will not abuſe ic turthec, then to beg the continuance of it, 
Their civilities had not ended fo ſoon, it -they had not been in another place; but 
Amintas, who alreadie had dreſſed the Prince, impoſed them {ilence, and having mar 
expreſ]y enjoined it to his patient, hee perſwaded them to retire. The two Prit celles, 
whoſe triendſhip was quickly grown, went into Toaleſtris's chamber, where having 
given each other new confirmations of it, reſolved nor to part beds while they cons 
tinued together. After ſupper, they mutually. expreſſed their deſires to know oneano- 
ther more particularly, and Berenice having told Thaleſtris, ſhee deſired to make her 
the relation of her lite in the preſence of the Prince her brother. Thaleſtris ofteredto 
begin with hers, and for that purpoſe going to bed together within a while after, 
they ſpent a good pare of the night in the recital thee betore had made to Oroondgts, 
Berenice infinitely taken with the wonders of her lite, with her deteſted Orontes hisin- 
hdelitie, and having promiſed to requite that favor, as ſoon as ber brother ſhouldbee 
able to hear her, thoſe two great Ladies tell aſleep when it was almoſt day, ar drofe 
not till it was very late. In the mean time Qroondates ( whoſe thoughts returned to 
him with his forces ) was in a condition different from that wherein hee had paſſed 
many daies, hee reſted all night reaſonable quietly, and the next morning hee retle&ted . 
upon his fortune, and after long conteſtation judged it to bee rather better then it was 
before. Statira is inconſtant ( {aid hee to himſelf ) but yet at leaſt ſhee is alive, and 
unleſs in my affe&ion I conſidered onely mine own intereſts, I cannot equally conlider 
her death and her infidelitie ; 1 had rather (hee ſhould ceaſ to love mee, then ceal to 
live; and 'tis enough that my jealoulie arms my hands againſt my rivals, without ara 
ing my wiſhes againſt my Princeſs ; let us fatisfic our ſelvs with having ditpleaſed her 
in the death of her favorite, and it my love demanded reparation from her inconilan- 
cie, let us believ that that wee have received is no light one, fince with our own cies 
wee have ſeen him fall dead, whom ſhee loved more then her life, beeing for him, (ke 
in ſo ſhort a time had loſt the memorie of our ſervices and of her illuſtrious husband 
But miſerable man, ( ſaid hee again ) what doeſt thou rejoice at? c2nſt thou bee pled 
ſed to have offended thy Princeſs, and canſt thou have ſent him out of the world, | 
whom ſhee loved, without becoming her mortal enemie ? and canſt thou becomber 
encmie, without becoming a more cruel encmie to thy ſelf? But, ( added hee for bis 
juſtification ) 'twas that rival himſelf that defied mee, and aſſaulted mee upon that 
quarrel ; I can ſuſpe® no other cauſ of it, and hee without queſtion knew mee for 
Statira's ſervant, and forhim that had heretofore obliged her to ſom good will; per- 
chancealſa hee is not dead, but may have received from his friends, alike alliſtance to 
that which ha's brought mee back from the grave; if it bee. ſo, O Rival !-in ſpiteof 
all my repentance, and in ſpite of all Statira's intereſts, prepare thy ſelf for a ſecond 
combat, and diſpoſe thy ſelf to loſethy pretenſions with thy life, or to tear away 
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the purſuir of a deſperate lover, and thou art too brave a man, to hide thy (elf from 
him againit whom thou ſo valiantly haſt defended chy advantages. This thought ha- 
ving drawn on another, hee opened the curtain of his bed, and calling for Araxes, 
commanded bim to ſend to the place where they had fought, and if his enetyie were 
found therecapable of any afſiſtance,' hee charged him to give it him as to his own 
perſon, andto aſe his utrhoſt indeayors to recover him into a condition «ff termina- 
ting their quarrel; Hee took care alſo for Arſacomes his burial, and having given theſe 
orders in a tew words, and obey&d the command hee received from Amints, to keep 
filenceall that day , The two Princeſſes left ic him wholly free,” and beeing got up 
late, they contented themſelvs, at the Chirurgians deſire, with going but once into 
his chamber, to give him the goodday, and co enquire how hee did. Hee had Alreadie 
told them his encounter with Perdiccas, and had as much aſtoniſhed them with thoſe 
laſt effe&ts of his generoſitie, as hee joied them with the news of Statira's fafetie, whaſe 
lols they had deplored as well as hee. In the mean time Araxes beeing rned from 
the place whither his Maſter had ſent him, brought backward that lice had vainly 
ſought the bodies of the ſtranger, and of Arſacomes, and that ſom one having'taken 
them away, had hindred him trom rendring them the laſt offices of burial. Oroandates 
expreſſed ſom trouble at it , and the next day the Princeſſes obtained permiflion of 
Amintas to (tay with him, and keep him companie upon condition they ſhould not 
make him ſpeak too much. As ſoon as Oroondates ſaw them by his bedlide, addrefling 
himſelf to the Princeſs Berenice, Siſter ( faid hee ) wee have not yet had time to en- 
tertain one another, ſince our m-eting; 4 burn witf an impatiencie to learn your 
adventures, and the cauſ of your coming into this countrie, | beſeech you to ſatisfic 
it in the preſ-nce of this fair Queen, who need not bee ſuſpeRed to us. Brother 
( replied the Princeſs ) provided your health may reeeiv no prejudiceby your attenti- 
on, nor by the noil' of my ſpeaking, I am readie to content you, and to tell you won- 
ders that are unknown to you, and wherewith as you may remember, I never had the 

ieto entertain you during your impriſonment. The Princeſs then turning to. 
wards Amintas to ask his approbation, and hee having aſſured her that Oroondates 
might hearken to her for ſom eime wichout danger, fhee began the relation of her ad- 
ventures thus, | 
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T he Hiſtorie of Beremce, 


Ow ſhall | bee able, dear Brother, to avow my faults and weakneſſes to you, and 

what account ſhall I give you of alife , which you muſt needs think criminal, 
if you judg of my ations with ſeveritie, and if you have not ſom regard to a dear 
memorie, to reaſons that are ſpecious enough, and to the frailtie of our natare : In- 
deedthis conſideration abaſhe's mee, and make's mee fear as many changes of my coun= 
tenance in this relation, as you will finde changes in my fortune; but Brother, to reaf- 
ſure mee, | will remember not onely that you have loved, fince decencie preſcribe's us 
ditterent rules ; but thatthis fair Queen who' hear's mee, hath not been exempt from 
this paſſion, and that by the height of yours. and the qualities of your perſon, you 
obliged a great Princeſs, whoſevirtue was without blemjſh, and whoſe'example may 
authorize part of my faulcs, to (tacken ſomthing of her ſeveritie for your ſake, and 
to conceiv inclinations full of a real affetion. Aﬀter this preparation to my dif- 
courſ, I will make you a naked confeſſion of the accidents of my life, whereof you 
hove till now been ignorant, and with part whereof I had entertained you in Scythia, 
but for the ſtriftneſs of thoſe ſpies which were ſet over you in priſon, and the order 
that was taken about your departure. I will therefore begin my recital from the time 
of the firſt voiage you made into Perſia, and will neither tell chis fair Queen my birth, 
which ſhee cannot bee ignorant of, afterthe knowledg of yours, nor the particulars 
of my infancie- which have nothing conſiderable , and whereof the retnembrance 
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is but too ' deeply drowned in that of my more important adventurg, 
| You know I was but inthe thirteenth year of my age, when you marched againf 
Darius, with the King our father, andall the forces ot Scythia, and I hardly begants 
enver upon the fourteenth, when the King returned to 1ſedon-with his armie, and 
even when 1was ſo young, 1did not eſcape the aſſaults of Fortune, nor of thoſe ſor. 
rows wherewith I have fince been overwhelmed. The firſt I received of weight 
to make it {elf bee felt, was that of your going away, and though 1 ſaw marks of 
your remembrance, in a letter which was given mee from you, that teſtimonie of 
affetion' ſerved onely to make mee more ſenſible of your departure, and I, wit ay 
lar afflition, accompanied that general exceſlive ſadneſs, which ſeized 
the whole court for that occaſion ; The King expreſſed an extraordinarie grief, and 
condemned the lightneſs of your youth, by words which ſufficiently made known 
how really bee loved you at that time. Thar kinde of mourning, took off much from 
the divertiſements of that winter, and moderated thoſe rejoicings which were prep 
red for the Kings return, and for the ſucceſs of his arms; and then it was that the 
ſorrow. which by your abſence had begun to poſſeſs my heart, ſought occaſions to ſe- 
ele it ſelf rhere be the remainder of my life. But becauf 1 cannot enter upon ny 
ſtorie without the mixture of another, which make's a good part of it, 1 muſt fob 
low the thread thereof according to the order of time,and before I tell you my misfor- 
tunes, | muſt diſcover the cauſ ot them unto you. You know that the King wasever 
of a very'amorous complexion, andthat after the death of the Queen our mcther, 
\ hee had alreadie expreſſed love-to many Ladies of the Court, but all thoſe firkt aff 
Rions had been without fixing any where, and without continuance, and it was be- 
lieved that all that ſhould ſucceed them would have alike ſucceſs, when for our ut- 
happineſs, and by the crueltie of the deſtinies, hee fell deſperately in love with St+ 
tonice, Siſter to the unfortunate Arſacontes, and daughter to the Prince of the 1ſſedaw, 
Shee was bred up with mee, as many other Princefſcs of Scythia,although 1 was yo 
er then ſhee by five or {1x years, and I may truely {ay that her beautie, the excell 
of her wit, and a great many good qualities ſhee poſleſt, had produced in mee aral 
friendſhip gowards her. I will not deſcribea beautie to you Brother, which heretofore 
you were very well acquainted with, and I will onely call to the remembrance of this 
fair Queen, who perchance may have ſcen her during the ſtay ſhee made at Tſedon, that 
all the features ot Stratonice's face are very handſom,that her $skin is white and delicate, 
her eies and hair black, her ſtature tall, and that in all her a&ions, and the motions of 
her countenance, ſhee hath a great vivacitie, and ſomthing very attraftive. Trueit is 
that ſhee never made uſe of her wit to add new graces to it, and that having one of 
the moſt craftie, ſubtil ones, that can bee known, ſhee often imploied it with tuccels to 
ſeek her own advantage. 

It was upon the day when the feaſt of the' goddeſs Telly was celebrated, chat ſhee 
received the firſt teſtimonies of the Kings affeftion ; or at leaſt of his particular eſteem, 
and of. his preferring her before all the Ladies of the Court. There was a ſacrifice 
made unto that goddeſs ina large opeti field, in the middeſt whereof an altar was 
raiſed, upon which the King for an offring, was to cauſ a baſon of the fineſt flowers, 
and faireſt fruits the countrie could produce, to bee preſented by ſom Ladie, who for 
her beaugie, virtue, orqualitie, by his choice, deſerved to bee ſo preferr'd above all the 

| reſt. This honor was ſo'conſiderable, that it was envied by the faireſt ; and thoſe that 
; diſtruſted the obtaining of it, found commonly ſom pretences, not to bee preſent at 
that ceremonie. Stratonice who certainly had a great deal of reaſon to pretendto it, 
| was one of the firſt there, and of the neareſt to mee ; If ſhee had any hope of it thee 
| was not. deceived, for the King never wavered in his ctioice, but looking upon the 
| reſt with a kinde of diſdain, addrefſed himſelf preſently to her, and giving her the ba- 
ſon with his.own hands, Fair Stratonice ( faid hee ) receiv this authentick teſtimonie 
L | of the advantage you have over all beauties, andpreſent unto the goddeſs, this offring 
| of a King, who acknowledge's you worthie of more noble, and more ſolid offrings 


| yourſelf, Stratonice whoſe ambition had not yet deprived her of the knowledg of her 
| (If, could not hear ghefe words of the Kings without bluſhing, and very modeſtly re- 


ceiving 
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ceiving what hee held forth to her, ſhee anſwered onely with a profound obeiſance* 
and acquitted her ſelf exceeding gracefully of what ſhee had to do for the accompliſh- 
ment ot the ceremonie. After that firſt knowledg of the Kings particular eſteem of 
her, ſhee received many others of an afteftion taking birth, and within a'while after 
of a ſettled paſſion. Beeing ſhee at that time had rio bther deſigns , then \whar-ſhee 
might with reaſon conceiv, ſhee made no great fouridation upon it, and Knowing 
how truely 1 loved her, ſhee declared unto mee all the King's proceedings, and defired 
mee to ſer down the order ſhee ſhould follow, if that faricie ſhould run on. . T appro» 
ved her diſcretion, and thanked her for the reſpeCt ſhee ſhewed mee, but not believi 
that the courſ of the King's aftefion to her would bee of any importance, I referr 
the condu of it to her own prudence, as beeing younger then ſhee, and mort igno- 
rant in matters of love. In the mean time the* King perſiſted ſo in that paflion, that 
by little aud little the world began to loſe opinion of his inconſtancie, - and Stratonice 
to change part of her modeſtie into an ambition, which made her raif her thoughes 
to unjult hopes ; ſhee then left off ſpeaking to mee any more touching the King's pro- 
ſecutions, and concealed that from mee, which had formerly made part of our enter- 
tainments. | carried my felf with ſo much innocence towards her, that I dived not 
into her intentions, and I never thought her defires aimed at that dignitie, which 
fince (hee hath attained. T he King who loved her moſt ardently, ſerved her with grear 
diſcretion, and ] did not believ thee grounded any thing upon his love, till I received 
an aſſurance which would no longer ſuffer mee to doubt of it ; One day when ſhee was 
in my chamber, I put her upon that diſcourf, and asking her ſom queſtions about 
the King's affeftion, ſhee ſpoke of it as of athing ſhee had no thought of, and 
whereof ſhee could hardly endure the remembrance, and diſapproved the King's court- 
ſhips in ſuch terms,as made mee believ ſhee gave no conſent to them at all : 1 praiſed her 
diſcreet inclinations, and modeſt carriage, but within a while after, as ſhee went out 
of my chamber, a paper drop'd from her clothes, and one of my waiting women ha- 
ving taken irup unſeen to her, brought it to mee. I was familiar enough with Strato- 
rice, to take the libertie to fee her ſecrets, and upon that confidence having unfolded 
the paper I found three letters, by the firſt of which I knew the Kings writing, and 
preſently after read theſe words. 


The King of Scythia to the Princeſs Stratonice, 


Ill you bee ever inſenſible of my affefion, fair and lovely Stratonice, and will 

\ \ / you ſtill oppoſe mee with that tyrannical dutie, whereby you defend your ſelf againſt 

it with ſs much inbumanitie; give over theſe unjuſt inclinations Seratonice, and 

deveſt your ſelf of that old error, which perfwade*s you that it is a greater crime to love, then to 
murther a King. | 


The reading of this letter diſcovered unto mee part of Stratonice's diſſimulation; 
but 1 was better confirm'd in it by the fight of the other two, which like that was of 
the Kings own hand; the firſt of them was much after this manner. 


The King of Scythia to the Princels Stratonice, 


Can bold out no longer, Stratonice, and you bave at laſt reduced him 10 beg mercie of you, who 

never needed it from any body yeu bave don enough for your juſtification, and that ſeveritie 

for which you pretend to bee praiſed, become's blameable by its objeft. ou can no more with glorie 

give death to bim who never defended himſelf againſt you, nor can you give bim life ſo long as you 
ſhall refuſe bim your affettion. 


In theſe two firſt letters I ſaw nothing that could make mee condemn Stratonice for 
her diſſiulation, bur inthe third I found ſom words that diſpleaſed mee, 'they were 


theſe, or to this purpoſe. 
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The King of Scythia to the Princeſs Stratonice. 
Wi do you tell mee, that T am not indifferent to you, fince by your afiions you tefji 


the contrarie? and why do you ſuffer mee to conceiv hopes, if your intentions 

otherwiſe diſpoſed? 1 have given my ſelf wholly to you, and I have yet obtein'd mp. 
thing from you, it is time, fair Stratonice, that you ſhould do ſomthing in my favor, and the 
of an unfortunate man as bee is, you ſbould make bim the bappieſt of all the Princes upon earth, 
whom of your King, you bave made your ſlave. Mathexs. 


| The reading of theſe letters cauſed in mee an extreme ſpite at the cunning of Stre- 
toxice, from whom till then I had neyfr concealed my moſt ſecret thoughts ; and [ be- 
gan to baliey, that ſhee had unfitting defigns, fince ſhee had not diſcovered themunts 
mee; not that | doubted her virtue, I had too much knowledg of it to contradift gy 
former opinion, and certainly ſhee never gave any occalion to have it ſuſpetted; and/ 
ought to confels, fince it is a truth, that in all the courſ of the Kings affeRion to her, 
ſhee ever behaved her ſelf exceeding modeſtly, and never exceeded the firifteſt rules of 
chaſtitie. 1 was diſpleaſed at her diflimulation, and I expreſſed my reſentments to her, 
though with much gentleneſs; At our next meeting, I drew her to a window, where our 
diſcourſ” could not bee overheard, and giving her the letters, Here couzen ( ſaid 1) [mp 
ſtore you, what chance and your negligence have cauſed to fall into my hands, andl 
am very ſorrie they have diſcovered to mee, what you with ſo manch prudence baxe 
diſguiled, Stratonice was ſo confounded a; theſe words, and at the light of her letten, 
that as cunning as ſhee was, ſhee could not diſſemble, her aſtoniſhwent 3 her face 
changed color twice or thrice, but w hen ſhee had a little recovered her ſelf, It is crue 
Madam, ( anſwered (hee ) of late I have not told you any thing concerning the 
King's obltinacie to torment mace 3 buc *'rwas becauſl teared ] could not make my comp 
plaints to you, without falling into anger againit a perſon to whom you are (0 near, 
and to whom both you and 1 ow all manner of reſpet. I was but little ſatisfied with 
that anſwer, and replied ſmiling; you are pot ſo tormented by him, but that you 
give him hopes. Ic is not, Coulen, that I would go about to diſapprove your ating 
you arediſcreet enough, both to meaſure your ſelf, and to know the Kings intenti> 
ons ; but I am ſ@ much your friend, a to take the Jibestie to tell you, they cannac 
bee adrantageous to you 3 although you are worthie of an extreme good fortune; 
no bodice believe's hee hath a defign to marrie you, andall other thoughrs hee con heve, 
mult needs bee ruinous to you. Stratenice not forbear ſhewing ſom canfufion at 
Chis dif; bur having a greatdcal of wit, ſhee was not long e're hee reafſared her 
felf, and anſwered, I will endeavor Madam, to draw benefit from your good advice, 
and what deſign ſo&ver the King can have upon mee, I will everhave tba, of neither 
doing or ſuffring any thing that can make mee unworthie of your affeCtion, orof 
your good opinion, Shee brought forth theſe words with an alteration which made 
mee know ſhee was not d with whatl had (aid, and preſently after, our conver- 
ſation beeing inte wee no more ſought occaſions to begin it again, and | con- 
tented my ſelf with having made Stratonice ſee her artifices were not unknown to 
mee, without preſſing her any further. Shee in appearance bore my reproof modeſtly 
enough, and carried her ſelf toward mee, as ſhee was wont ; but within a few daies 
after, the King meeting mee in a gallerie near my lodgings, took mee by the hand,and 
drawing mee alide from my maids that followed mee, Berenice ( ſaid hee ) yoo aretwo 
to inſtru thoſe that have more age, and knowledg then your lelf, and 1 do 
not lize that you ſhould counſel my Miſtrels to my prejudice. Theſe words ſo ſurprt- 
ſed mee, that | remained a long time filent ; and fall of confuſion, and fear of havi 


diſpleaſed the King, by theltbertieThad taken, bur ſettling my felf as ſoonas I cou 
Sir, ( aid 1) I'never had any intentionto give counſels to your Majeſtie's prejudice, 
8nd | ſhall never inſtru any bodie, but to pay thoſe ſervices and reſpets that are due 
tO you. Berexice ( replied the Ring ) you underſtand mee well enough, without ex- | 
plaining my ſelf any farther; In 


ort, Stratozice ha's no need of your leſſons, and 
you 
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you ought either to give her advice quite contrarje to that (hee ha's received from you, 

orelſ to give her none at all. The Ling attordedazee noc the leiſure to make an\wer, 

bat having led mee back ro my companie left mee ac libercie to digeſt his diſcoarl. 1 

was not (o much amazed atthe ſharpneſs of his words, as ar the intelligence they diCl- 

cavered between the King and Stratanice. I could never have believed thee had fo much 

intimacie with him, as to tell him what I had aid to her, but this aſſurance would not 

let mee doubt any longer of the progreſs the King had made in her minde,by his conrt- 

ſhip, and by che hopes hee had given her. I obſerved the Kings command exattly, and 

from that time forward, | never took the libertie co cenſure Stratonice's deportments, 

ſhee behaved her ſelf roward mee wich very much reſpeR, but with more coldneſs then 

formerly, and 1 alwaies ſhewed her an equal countenance, and an cxtraordinarie civi- 

litie. The King, who no longer cunceafed his affe&ion from any bodie, made many 

entertainments for her, and raiſed all manner of gallantries, toa greater height in the 

Court then ever 3 hee ogy vying wn her colors, and apparelled himfelf with more 

ſprucenels, and braverie, then had don in his youth, and by a thouſand aftions 

made all the world know hee had bounded all his thoughts in her alone. Hee neither 

gave, nor granted any thing bur by her interceflion; the moſt importanc Offices of the 

Kingdom were beſtowed upon her kindred, and her brother Ar(acomes was preſently 

raiſed to the higheſt dignities hee coald wiſh. Yet found hee dithcaltics in his intenti- 

ons, which hee had not apprehended, and Stratenice, who as ambitious as (hee was, 

was nevertheleſs very chaſte, never gave him any advantaye over her, which could 
wound her reputation, and contented her ſelf with having great compliaaces for him, 

and receiving the honor hee did her, with all manner ot ſubmiſſion, and modeſt re- 
ſpe, without letting hee ſelf looC co blameable liberties , and ſuch as might have 
ſtopt her paſſage to that greatneſs, which ſhee hath fince attained. I believ indeed that 
in this diſcreer, and virtuous way of proceeding, ſhee followed the incicements of 
her own nature ; but it is alſo true, that (hee was confirmed in ic by the counſels of 
her mother, who was one of the moſt politick women in the world, and who often 
repreſented to her, thatby that manner of carriage , ſhee might change the natare of 
the King's paſſion, and engage him in an affeftion tull of eſteem, and reſpet, which 
might rai( her to the higheſt dignities, Stretonice hearkened to theſe inſtruftions, and 
praiſed them with ſo much prudence, that the King, whoſe thoughts at that time 
perchance were different from thoſe hee hath had fince, began to fear the ſucceſs of 
his love, and to 2p of polleſſing her by any other then lawful means , which 
yet hee was not reſolved to make uſe of; for notwithſtanding the exceſs of his affeFion 
to that Princeſs, hee was too great a Politician, to prefer the motions of his love, 
before the confideration of his State, and £o run on to a marriage, that would bee 
condemned by his neighbors, and murmured at by his people. 

Behold in what condition were the affairs between the King and Stratonice, and 1 
thought fic to tell it you in a few words, before I engaged my ſelf in a recital, which 
hath a great dependance upon that | have made you. Now I muſt acquaint you, that 
while the Siſter ſtood upon theſe terms, the Brother I know not by what blindneſs, 
found ſorathing lovely in mee, and whether ic were by the rigor of my deſtinie, or 
the crueltie of his, engaged himſelf preftmprtuouſly in that affe&ion, for which 1 
have ſuffred ſo much, and for which hee himſelf hath ſaffred adeath, which byhis 
laſt ations hee deſerved. Arſacomes was then about two or three and twentieyears 
old, and1 may tell you Madam, that hee was of a fair ſtature, a handfom perſon, ex- 
pert inall manner of exerciſes, and had the reputation of a valiant man. Heeby birch 
held the rank of a Prince amongſt the $cythians, but by the King's favor tice was 
raiſed above all dignities, and con(idered, by the abſence of the Prince my brother, as 
the ſecond perſon of the Kingdom. The King, who, befides that her loved his fiſter, 
had obſerved a great many recommendable qualities in him, had placed him in the 
highelt degree of Fortune, that any Favorite had yet been ſeen to rife to, and every 
dy redoubled his favors toward him, with ſo many demonſtrations of friend(hip, 
that his happineſs quickly drew the enyie of the Courtiers. lr is true that Arſacomes 
carried it with pride enough, and becing of ayery haughtic nature, hee found matrer 
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enough in his fortune to becom inſolent , and inſupportable by his vanitie. Hee was 
liberal, but hee gave with oſtentation, and when hee had don any one a courtefietg 
the King, hee would ſet ſo high a value upon it, as took away part of the obligation, 
I repent mee that1 ſaid hee found ſomthing lovely in mee, ſince now I think better on 
it, I believ it was onely his pride that made him raif” his cies to the daughter of his 
King, and that ſeeing nothing in Scythia, which according to the vanitie of his con. 
ceit, was not below. him, hee believed that without abaling himſelf, hee could not 
addreſs his thoughts to one of meaner qualitie. It was a long time e're 1 diſcovered 
them, but the reflexion I have made fince, put's mee in minde of many ations [ ſaw 
him do in the beginning of his love, which were ſufficient to have made mee obſery 
it, if [ had been ſo much concerned ar that time; in the Temples, in all afſemblie, 
and in the viſits hee made mee, his cies were alwaies xt upon my face ; hee ligh'd, hee 
chang'd color, and by all his aftions gavemee cauſ to ſulpeft him of having particy- 
lar thoughts of mee, hee ſought out and atteCted occaſions of beeing near mee, and 
when hee met with any of doing mee ſervice, hee embraced them with cares, which his 
high, ambitious humor would not have permitted him to take tor any other Princeſs, 
except her to whom hee had given his atte&ions; I valued my felt enough to receiy all 
his ſervices, asthe duties to which my birth obliged him, and leeing in him every day 
new marks of complacencie, and civilitie towards mee, | witnefled my ſenC ot them 
by all manner of good uſages, and accompanying the King's e{tcem of him with the 
proofs of mine, I by the innocent teitimonies ot my acknowledgment, fortified him 
In her thoughts, and in tholc hopes, hee had unjuitly conceived. Certain it is | con- 
tinued a long time without ſuſp:f&ting him to have any delign I could condemn, and 
that I ſhould have conlidered his aftions a great while longer in the ſame manner, if 
inthe end hee had not loſt his reſpe&, to acquaint mee with what 1 {} ould, and would 
have been ignorant of. His qualitie, the King's favor, and his many good parts, gave 
him a very familiar acceſs amongſtus, and a freeentrance into our chambers, and into 
our converſations. Having one day attended the King into my lodgings , with many 
others, while the companie ſtajed in my chamber, where I entertained the King, hee 
paſſed on into my cloſet where were ſom of my maids, and having talked with chem 
a while, hee ſaw a ſtandiſh and paper upon the table, and finding that opportunitie 
to his imagination, hee reſolved to mak uſe of it, tor a thought that came into his 
minde upon the ſudden, and litting down by the table, hee began to write. My maids, 
who reſp ed him for many conliderations, not daring to interrupt him ; Hee had 
been ſo imploieda good while, when the King went our of my chamber, leaving him 
behinde. After the King was gon, I went into my cloſer, where I found pe um 
leaning till upon the table wich a pen in his hand. As ſoon as hee ſaw meecomin 
hee ſtart up, and haſtily hiding the paper hee had written, hee ſeem'd to bee in a great 
confuſion for having been ſurpriſed in that ation, and ſtepping back a little, heebe- 
ſeech'd mee to pardon his imprudence, in having taken a libertie in my cloſet, which 
hee did not think ſhould have been known to mee. I ealily excuſed it, bur knowing 
hee had a very good wit, I out of curiolitie defired to fee what hee had written, and 
making uſe of his accuſation of himſelf; It you will have that pardon you demand 
( faid1) you muſt buy it with an obedience I deſire from you, and muſt ſhew mee 
what you have written upon my table, and upon my papcr. The fubtil Arſacomes 
counterfeiting modeſtie, Ah! Madam ( anſwered hee ) do not deſire to ſee theſe marks 
of my follie, and bee pleaſed to require ſom proof of my reſpetts, that may bee more 
advantageous to mee. This unwillingneſs encrealing my curiofitie, made mee obſtinate 
in my firſt intention, No, no, Arſaromes ( ſaid 1) you ſhall not eſcape mee ſo eafily, 
] beliey you have written nothing in my cloſet againſt the State, nor againſt decencic, 
and if my curjolitie bee not prejudicial to you, I entreat you to ſatisfie it. Madam (re- 
lied jor Aur )T have made fo folemn a vow never to diſobey you whilel live , that 
—_— nothing that can remit mee from it, and of what importance ſotver m fe 
cret is, it is impollible for mee to conceal it trom-you, fince you have expreſly forbid- 
den mee. But Madam ( continued hee, drawing torth the paper hee had put up ) before 
you caſt your fair ciesupon this writing, I muſt tell you the ſubje&t of it, and _ 
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that I have ſet down in this paper, the true declaration of my paſſion fer a Princes 
whoſe divine qualities,ought to place her above the ranck of mortals, and my reſpeRt 
to whom, hath hitherto kept my tongue tied up with an extreme tyrannie ; I haye 
ſuffred for her without acculing her; I have ſuffredin her preſence without declaring 
my torments otherwiſe then by my looks, and other mute exprefſions of my paſſion ; 
[ have athouſand times called for help trom my courage to unloof my tongue, which 
in this onely adventure is deprived of his ordinarie funftion; buc chat ſoveraign 
Miſtreſs of my life, hath as often impoſed mee ſilence, by that profound reſpeRtI bear 
her, and hath reduced mee to the neceſſitie of tracing out thoſe words with my hand, 
which fear will not ſuffer my mouth to bring torth. Shee ſhall read them her (elf, that 
abſolute Queen of all my thoughts, and with choſe ſame eies, which burn the whole 
earth as well as mee, ſhee upon this paper, ſhall ſce my real adorations of her. I was 
ſurpriſed at this diſcourſot Arſacomes, and not having learned before that hee was in 
love, I wondred to hear him ſpeak with ſo much vehemence, of apalion which. was 
unknown to the whole world, and beeing delirous to gain a fuller knowledy of ir, 
] replied to his laſt words. Your diſcretion is not common Arſacomes , in having ſe 
well concealed from all the world, fo violent a pallion as you deſcribe yours to bee ; 
but ſince you have confeſſed ſo much of ic to mee, give mee leay to ask more, and tell 
mee for che intereſt I take in your ſatisfation, what aſſurance you have, that ſhee from 
whom you have alwaies hid your thoughts, will ſee them upon that paper ? ſhee will 
ſee them ( anſwered Arſacomes ) becauſ ſhee ha's delired to ſee them, and that in pre- 
ſenting them to her my ſelf, Iſhall onely obey the abſolute command ſhee ha's impo- 
ſed upon mee. If it beeſo ( added innocently ) you are not ill in her tavor, and 
you ought to hope, that ſkee will not diſapprove your deſigns , fince ſhee make's uſe 
of the power ſhee hath over you, to oblige you to declare them to her. Alas! ( replied 
Arſacom?s with a ſigh ) thatis a thing to which I cannot lawfully rai my hopes, and 
that which I love is ſo high, that Arſacomes is unworthie to look upon it, yet it is 
certain, that I take not this libertie without ari expreſs order from my Princes ;- but 
lam ignorant what the ſucceſs will bee, and I may learn it, Madam, trom your ſelf, 
after you have read this paper, your thoughts will bee the thoughts of this divine 
perſon, and your fair mouth will without doubt pronounce the ſentence l ſhall receiv 
from her. It in the condition | now am, one ſhould hold ſuch a diſcourſ to mee, Iam 
not ſo dull of capacitie, as that ſhould need more ample expoſitions of it ; but as 
that time I was ſo young, and to ſay the truth ſo ſimple, and fo innocent, that] un- 
derſtood not Arſacomes his ſubtiltie, and without ſounding any deeper into his inten- 
tions, or reaſoning any longer with him, I took the paper hee preſented to mee, 'and 
in it read theſe words; 


Ou bave deſired, O divine Princeſs, to know my moſt ſecret thoughts, accuſe therefore onely 
Jour own commands of my temeritie, and remember T obey you, in declaring that I die for 
you. That ſame reſpect which hath made mee dumb whole years together, had yet concealed from 
your fair eies this preſumptuous paper, where you now read this criminal diſcoverie oſmy fefien, 
if your own moutb bad not expreſly forbidden mee» Give mee leav therefore, ſince you have ſo 
commanded mee, to make confeſſion of a fault, whereof I neither can nor will repent my ſelf. It 


* i true moſt divine Princeſs, that Arſacomes adore's you, and that to thoſe many powerful rea- 


ſons which tie him to your ſervice, bee bath added an inclination yet more powerful; condemn 
it not as a crime, ſince it is of the ſame nature with that wee bave of. the gods themſelvs, and that 
in conſidering you as the moſt lovely Princeſs in the world, bee confider's you alſo as ber, whom of 
all the Princeſſes in the world hee is leaſt gorthie to ſerv. 


| Think, if after the diſcourſ which had paſt before, I could ſtill doubt whether theſe 
words were addreſſed to mee, and yet I was ſo fimple, or rather 1 found fo little likely- 
hood of Arſacomes his preſumption, that I gave-no way at all tothat belief, and with 
the ſame innocence I had ſhewed before, I praied him, if hee | mi to tell mee the 
name of that Princeſs for whom hee had a paſſipn ſo full of xe I dare not ( {aid 
Arſacomes ) though my Princeſs hath alreadie commanded mee, proucunce het. name 
| before 
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before you, but fince | cannot refiſt her will, and that you have neither learned it 
by the reading of theſe words, nor by our converſation, you will bee pleaſed that 
pen, having alreadie don the office of my tongue, proſecute its crime to they 

and write itupon the letter , which | will leay in your hands, upon condition you 
will notread it till after | am gon fromyou. I promiſed what hee defired, and then 
taking the pen again , hee put a ſuperſcription upon his letter, and having given 
- it mee with a low reverence, went out of my chamber, As ſoon as hee was gon 1 caſt 
my eies upon jt. but, O Gods ! how great was my aſtonifhment when 1 read 


To the Princeſs Berenice: 


T Am not able Brother, to make you comprehend the trouble that ſeized mee at 
this encounter, and the diſpleaſure received at Arſacomes his preſumption, I fell 
into a ſudden, and ſo violent anger, that | had not words to expreſs it, and after ha- 
ving torn the letter all in rleces, | ite down in a chair ſo ſtrucken, and contoundd, 
that I had hardly confidence to look upon my maids. Cillenia, whom I loved belt of 
them all, ſtept to mee, and asking mee the cauf of that ſudden change ; Ler mee alone 
Cillenia, ( ſaid ) let mee paſs. over my ill humor, and believ that if 1 thoughtthee 
an accomplice of Arſacomes his temeritic, | would baniſh thee out of my fight for ever, 
Cillenia aſtoniſhed at that threat, made great proteſtations of her innocence, and per- 
ſwaded mee io far, that I diſcovered my trouble to'her, bus in ſuch terms as made her 
judg that Arſacomes was extreamly in my ill opinion;after | had ſaid all againſt him that 
= reſentment could ſuggeſt ; What, (continued 1) ſhall I then endure that a ſubjeft 
my fathers ſhould ſpeak to mee of love, and that hee ſhould fool mee, like an ordi- 
narie, fimple girl? and ſhall his preſumption remain unpuniſhed, becauf the King 
love's him, or rather becauſ hee is Stratonice's brother ? Ah ! no Berenice, ſuffer not 
this injurie without reſentment, at leaſt endeavor to take fſatisfaftion , and ask juſtice 
from the King thy father, againſt the infolence of his ſubje&; 1 was even uponthe 
point of going igſtantly ro complain of him to the King, but when I remembred the' 
confiderations hee had for him, and the power Stratonice had over him, I forbore that 
deſign, judging 1 ſhould not obtain all the reparation 1 might lawfully defire, and! 
reſolved, without begging aſſiſtance, to keep off that audacious man by all manner 
of ſcorn, andill uſage. Till then I had beheld him without averſion , and hadas 
others obſerved ſom good qualities in him, but by this ation hee changed the natare 
of all my thoughts, and all that was moſt advantageous in him, took then another 
form in my opinion ; his courage begun in it to paſs for raſhneſs, his dexterous wit 
for cunning, and treacherie, his liberalitie for vanitie, and oſtentation, and the conf- 
dence hee had in his converſation, ard in all his a&ions, for an inſupportable pride. 
This ſudden Metamorphoſis made him inſtantly odions to mee, and defiring to free 
my felt of him forever, I commanded Cillenia to forbid him my chamber, and to give 
himexpreſs ordernever to appear before mee. Shee performed that charge the next 
day, but 1 learned from her that Arſacomes ſeemed bur little moved at that ſhew of my 
diſpleaſure, and having patiently hearkened to all ſhee ſaid to him from mee, Cilfenis 
( faid hee ) the offence the Princeſs hath received from mee, is not ſo great as ſhee hath 
fancied it, and if ſhee will hate all thoſe that love her, ſee muſt diſpoſe her ſelf to hate 
all the world; If 1 never commit other crimes 1 ſhall never have any repentance, 
ſolong as ſhee ha's no other reaſon toaccuſe mee, 1 ſhall not. believ my ſelf guiltie to 
her ; tell her therefore, that if I had injured her in the ſmalleſt thcught, I would walk 
my fault off with my bloud ; but that in a condition full of innocence, ſhee cannot 
withour injuſtice infli& pains upon mee a thouſand times ſharper then death it ſelf; nor. 
can ' Arſacomes hinder himſelf trom loving her, ſo long as the gods ſhall give him life, 
and kriowledg. This was that hee ſaid to Cifenia, and ſhee having told it mee, I found 
ſo much irceverence, and want of refſpe& in his words, that the hatred I had alreadie 
conceived: againſt him.was thereby fully redoubled. Hee received proofs of it atthe 
firft viſit hee would havemiade mee, and my maids having bad ſuch order from 


refuſed 
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refuſed him entrance into my Chamber, telling bim I was riot well, hee was uſed on 
the ſame faſhion , as often as hee came, and any other bodie would without doube 
have been repulſed by fo many marks of my diidain ; but though hee was ſo proud as 
to ſupport them impatiently, hee was likewiſe ſo-vain as to hope hae: ſhould overcom 
mee at laſt, and-to bee whected by the difficulties of a Conners which by that reſt« 
ſtance would yield him more glory, and more fatisfaftion. ingtherefore, that his 
admittance into my Chamber was forbidden, whenſotver hee came alone, hee diſpoſed 
the King to viſite mee often, and coming with him , forced mee to ſuffex his ce 
againſt my reſolution 3 but by that manner of proceeding, wherein, hee ſhow's ſo little 
obedience, and: ſo little compliance with my deſires, hee incenſed,my anger-and-my 
ſpite ſo violently, that I was hardly able to diſſemble it. I often receiv'd ſuch like-im- 
portunities, but I alwaies avoided him ſo warily,that I never afforded him the means of 
entertaining mee in particular. One day beeing com into my Chamber in bis ordinarie 
companie, | Ang on near to a window,where the King was talking to mee, and within 
a while after,the King ſtepping a little aſide to ſpeak to ſom of the Princes that were 
com wich him, left mee alone with Arſacomes, whom hee commanded to make mee the 
relation of ſomthing that had paſs'd at Court a few daies before. I deteſted that 
ſpiteful occaſion : but ſeeing my ſelf rediced to the neceſſitie of either hearing him-or 
peaking to him,l took that time to declare my rgſentments , and as ſoon as ever hee 
open'd his mouth, whether it were to obey the King, ,or to give mee new cauſes of di- 
pleaſure, Arſacomes ({aid I) conſider who 1 am, and rem who you are your ſelf, 
and (ince you have prefer'd my hatred before the elteem I had of you , di your 
GIF to ſuffer it eternally, and all the diſdains that are due to a diſobedience; and toan 
inſolence like yours. As confident as Arſqromes was , hee was ſodaſh'd with theſe 
words, that hee was not ableto difſemble it, hee changed calor twice or thrice, but 
when hee prepared to anſwer, I left him, .and having tound Fn. aq to join with 
the companieagain, I no more gave him the gonveniencie to ſpeak to mee. Aﬀteer that 
day, knowing how much his carriage had diſpleaſed mee, hee behaved himſelf with 
more moderation and more fear of offending tnee, and ſeeing how carefully 1 kept him 
from all occalions of entertaining mee, hee contented himſelf with ſhowing met his 
perſeverance,or rather his obſtinacie by his looks,and all his a&ions : While hee Rood 
upon theſe terms wich mee, the King was upon thoſe with Stratonice, which I have al-+ 
readie told you, and that craftie, ambitious. woman having alreadie rai(*d her hopes-to 
the Crown, had extinguiſh'd all-thoſe che-King had conceiv'd by other waies. Hee la- 
bored every day to overcom her, yet ſhee yieldedbur very little, and following her mo+ 
thers counſels, ſhee opened her way toward the Throne by her gentle cunning .re« 
fiance. The King having ſpent-ſom cime in this imployment, turned his'thoughes. 
upon the war with Darius, and having made great preparations, -and ſer that 
Armie on foot, againſt which you fought in perſon upon the Frontiers of Perfic, hee 
cauſed ir to march towards his enemies Countric, whoſe raine hee aim'd at; in that ex- 
pedition. I will not enlarge my ſelf upon the order the King took for mp, 
upon the numbcing of his Forces , nor upon many other particylaticies which are:noe 
neceſſarie to my Relation, and which are aboye my clement and my knowledg..:E will 
onely tell you, that the King took his leav of Stratonice with all manner of cxpreſions 
oftrouble, and that before hee. went away hee-made proteſtations to her af an:«cetnal 
atteftion. Hee uſed mee wich kindnefſes ſuitable to the love hee had ever ſhown mer'3 
but though I was deeply afflited at his departure, | found ſom conſolation.in that: of 
Arſacomes, who made the yoiage. with him. They went from Iſedon, andmaiched 
toward the Araxis with Forces that had drained a good part. the kingdom, and 
which in probabilitie were like to defeat his Raub, you know better then1, bro- 
ther, the progreſs they made, and the circumſtances of their firſt a&ions,when they en-: 
tred upon Darius his tercitories, | | 4s 21.01} 082506 ont 
This part of the Princeſſes Diſcourſ, belnging into Oroandates liis minde.;; the re- 
ſighs from the botcom af his breſt,- and tears 


ſacomes; Wiyon continues 
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'Afer the King's wee remained at 1ſedon melancholie, and paſfy'd all 
the time of bis very ſadly 3 moſt of the principal men of Scythia with 
whomall the Ladics of the Court had ſom bodie to griev for. Strat 
aice widited mee often, nod paid mee great civilities, but wee lived no more 
with-vur former freedom, and the intereſts of that ambicious Ladie,had taken away part 
ofthe friendſhip fhee had born mee. Shee received many Letters fromthe and 
Arfaiones was (o fnipudent ag to write ſom to mee ; but they that delivered then 
fron him were (v6 ill received, that they had no more the boldneſs to com to mee with 
fack like meffages. ' Av I have excuſed my ſelf from the difcourſ of the war, fo | 

yoaw1ll excuſe mee from the recital of what paſſed amongſt us during the King's 
; which is indeed of no great conſequence; and will bee pleaſed 1 may paſzit 
over, g0ell you, that having long wiſhed for him, wee ſaw him return to Iſſedon, four 
Months after his departure; the condition hee came home in, pur all Scythia in doubs 
what they ſhould think rouching the ſucceſs of that war; of that great and floaciſh- 
ing Armie, wee had ſeen march away a ſhort time before, with ſuch gallant hopes , hee 
broaghe- back nothing bar pitiful reliques, laden with wounds, and which hardy 
made-up the tenth part of what hee carried with him ; but theſe few ſhattered Forces 
boaſted that they had cut all Darivs his Army in pieces and (lain his own fon,and all his 
chief C the field which they had won. However it were, the King wa 
received as if hee had rettrned with his whole Army, viftorious over all Perſia, and 
thoſe that had accompanied him in the danger and bardſhip of his voiage, had theirpart 
alſo in his reception, Hee ſhewed as much kindneſs to mee as I exipeCted ; but without 
doubt I had received more from him, if Stratonice had not his thoughts, andif 
hee chad not believed hee owed part of that time to her, which in another ſeaſon hee 
would have given to thee alone. I will not lengthen my diſcourſ, with relating hit 
new expreſſions of affeftion to het, they went beyond the exſpeRation of the whole 
Courr; and they, for many daics, were the wholeentertainment of itz but I was thelf 
troubled,becauſ by the yiees hee rhade her, hee freed mee from thoſe of Arſacomes,who 
Hever came into my Chamber but with him. Hee, as they ſaid, bad made himſelf re 
markable in that war by many valiane aRtions, and that reputation hee had gained,had 
raiſed his pride to' a greater height ;' T had but too much knowlelly of ic by the con- 
tinuation of his itportunitics, and in-all manner of encoun loſt no occaſion 
of 'Jetring mee ſee, hee perfiſted in the defign of vexing met all his life, 1 cook not 
more-careto avoid his companie, then hee did to ſeek for mine, and the aſſurance hee 
had thac itdiſpleaſed mee, was never firoag enough to divert him from it. I was one 
day in che Temple of Mars, in the place appointed for mee, when the King paſſing by 
mee, followed by Arſacomes,Theodates Cidarir, and many others; after bee had ſpake ſom 
few words to mee, went on to Stratonics who was with her mother on the other fide of 
the Temple, and all thoſe that accompanied him going thither alſo, only Arſacomes 
ftaid behind with mee, This aftion kindled mee with ſpite and anger, which might 
have been obſerved in my countenance, if any bodie had taken the care to look upon 
mee $.#turned notmy eics towards him, but keeping them fixt upon a praierbook 
Held in-my hand, } uſed him with ſuch a ſcorn as 1 was not wont to ſhow to any bodie 
bak (a was hee noe wich ic, but bowing down his head that hee might bee 
rd by nonebut mee, hee ſaid ſoftly, I dare not, Madam, ask juſtice for yout uſage of 
mee, in any other place then before the god's ; fince onely they are not below you,and 
that onely they know with how much injuſtice you have condemned my zeal to ſerv 


| ts : Hee had ſaid more without queſtion, if 1 woald have ſuffred him co proceed, 


rrhongh'the conſideration of the place where wee were, and of the a y, Kept 
mee from breaking forth as 1 ſhould have don, if hee had ſpoke to mee otherwhere, yet 
didic dChinder mee from rep lying with a look of reſentment and indignation. #- 
| COSTS oy King my 

father, for the liiſclencie of his fubjelt ; and fince my own conſideration is not 
Rromganough, to bring you" ititd the reſet you ow mee, I will know from him 
M72» : 018 whether 
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wherher hee proven this carriage which ſo much diſpleale's 
littte fucken with theſe words, but within a while atter, hee an 
{> juſt, Madarn, that T cannot fear his condemnation, nor believ, my rea] £0; 
you, will paſs in his opinion for an offence. Thele words tedoubled gay angery and 
' thade ty&e reply : 1 account every thing an offence 15 conr's Y Wagner LA. you have 
fore tac ts it, and 1 cannot receiv a more Tehhible one, then thatyou do mee in Þn« 


x1 


| ng ty devotions, to entertain mee with your follies. . Ar/ecomes ;who bad abt 
we all ref; &, would not impottune mee , ES down $0 
the very ground, hee went to wait upon the King, * who was diſcourlng w 
Ftratbnict. 


e delign of diſplealing mee, 1 perſevered in the reſolution 
dalfpile him all my life. Tn che end, his obſtinacie tired but my patience, ſteing 
of his i 


In oor other encounters wee had converſations of this nature, 


light a 
ſ:emed 


bw what bee is, as hee would Fail bimſelf Soup F hee wught to bee 4.1 will 
k | | had not particular ror 
hderations. of him, I would let in by an cxemplarie 


bf hls firſt motions, and becaulcither 
declare his minde, in effett, hee ſaid npthing co him poncerning it, whether ic, were 
that hee doubted hee ſoul fall inco paſſion againſt a man wh 

was not willing to loſe ; or that hee was ad to often his liter y to whom bis 


paſſion! thas then riſch ts the extremitie ;, and without infiiting other puniſhment up» 
dn him, hee ohely cdinplained to $tratonice, __ prai'd her, to ttpreſetit) bis fauls x6 
him, and to bring him gently to a knowledg of himſc That crattie womang put of 
wonder at the King's diſcourſ, and in ſhow for a while diſapproved her brother's 
boldneis ; ſhee proteſted to the King, that fhee never knew any thing of it, and when 
ſhee ſaw hee was appeaſed by her compliance; Ic is true Sic (continued ſhee)) that 
Arſacomes hath don amiſs, nor will 1 allege unto your Majeſtic for his juſtification, 
that it the Princeſs might bee ſerved by any one below a King, Arſacomes might with 
juſtice diſpute that advantage againſt all thoſe who do not wear a crown ; lince hee is 
born a Prince, and that by your goodneſs, and by his birth, hee —_ ſee's any bur 
your Majeſtie above him, within the limits of your Empire. This con ideration, Sir, 
cannot exempt him from blame, ſince it is true that hee is born your ſubjc; but Sir, 
the offence hee hath committed is not a wilful one; and the Princeſſe's beautie hath 
not leſt him reaſon enough to conſider the inequalitie there is berween them. In ſhort 
Sir, it your Majeſtie will give mee leay to ſpeak treely to you, Arſacomes his faults have 
taken preſdthe from yours , and cis perchance by yours, hee believed hee might aus 
thorize his, fince the diſproportion is no greater between Arſacomes and the Princeſs 
your daughter, then between your Majeſtic and Arſacomes his fatter ; and chat Hrſacomes 
doth not exalt himſelf more in ſerving the daughter of his King, then bis King 
abaſe's himſelf in honoring the fiſter of Arſacomes with his affe&ion. | know that this 
compariſon make's nothing for him, and that Arſacomes his ſiſter receiv's as great a fa- 
vor by your Majeſtie's abaſement, as his Kings daughter receiv's injurie by Arſacomes 
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his elevation. Since Sovereigns cannot look upon their Subjefts without honoring 
them, nor SubjeRts life up their cies unto their Sovereigns wit hout offending them, 
- But what ſhall becom then of this guiltie man, and what puniſhment ſhall wee ap- 
point, (fince your Majeſtic leave's mee the diſpoſing of it) for this brother, . who hath 
| ever been the better part of mee, and whom your Majeſtic hath honored with a pat» 
: vicular eſteem? If wee baniſh him , I muſt accompanie him in his exile, ſince our 
friendſhip hath made us inſeparable, and if hee continue {till at Court, 1 do not be- 
- liey hee will recover his wound. Onely your Majeſtie can teach him by your exam. 
- ple, to "maſter of his paſſions, ol, (how him by ceaſing to abaſe your thoughts 
unto that hee oaght and may ceaſ to raiſhis unto his Princeſs. $trg- 
tonice ve pives ſaid thus to the King, buc that ſhee was certain hee would nat take her 
- at her word, and that his paſſion was no longer in terms of being diſengaged, nor of 
fo mach as ſuffring any oppoſition to his deſires: To theſe words full of cunning 
and flatterie,, ſhe added fo manie others, and uſed her power over the King ſo dex- 
' terouſly, that if ſhee could not make him approve Arſacomes his paſſion , ſhee at leaſt 
diſpoſed him to tolerate it,or rather to connive at it,and feign,that hee perceived it not, 
| ell time, and reaſon ſhould give him mere fitting thoughts. 

"This Ro of the King's , cauſed the continuation of my misfortunes , and 4r- 

—_— lieving hee had broak through one of the molt dangerous paſſages thar could 
-bee mer withall in his defign, nouriſhed his hopes more then ever, and reduabled big 
proſecutions with an infupportable inſolence; having no bodie lefr co whom 1 might 
utter my __— after the King's ſl:ighting of them, I made my addreſſes to Stre. 
tonice her ſelf, and defired her by all the remainders of our friend(hip, to deliver meg 
from her brother's im nities, andto put a thought out of his minde whereby hee 
would reap bart little {atisfaftion; but ſhee craftily uſed the ſame diſcourſ to mee, ſhee 
had don to the King my Father, and gave mee a perfe& knowledg, that all afliſtance 
beeing denied mee, was deſtined to thoſe 'miſeries | ſince have felt. 

My affairs and thoſe of the Court were, in this condition , when the yaliant 
Arſaces firſt there 3 Arſaces the deliverer and the ſupport of Scytbia, Arſares 
who tothe advantage of our Countrie, hath acquired an immorral reputation a 
men, and Arſaces briefly, who appeaſed not more troubles in Scythia, then bee hath 
raiſed within my ſoul. O « Avonpo ce! thou cruel enemy to my repoſe; muſt 
thou, here In the arms of m er, where I thought I had found a ſanRuarie, com 
to affli&t mee again, and muſtthou repreſent the courl of my misfortunes to mee with 
ſuch a ſenſof them as hardly leav's mee firength to relate them ! yet will 1 howver 
do my endeavors to proceed, fince what I have* hitherto told you is but a lictle prelude 
to my adventures, or a preparation to the recital of thoſe that are greater, and of more 
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H E fair Princeſs of Scytbia was preparing her ſelf togo on 
with her Narration, when ſhee ſaw her Brother's face grow 
pale,and in ir found ſom marks of an extraordinarie indiſpo- 
lition : Shee in a great trouble azked him how hee did, and 
the Prince confetled that hee felt himſelf extremely weak. 
Amintas was preſently call'd , and coming to the bedhide, 
made him take ſom fſirengthning cordial, and praid the 
Princeſs his fiſter, to defer the remainder of her diſcourſ till 
I the next day. Berenjce who preferr'd her brother's health 
before her own, obey'd him willingly, and going out of the 
Chamber with the fair Amazone, that hee might bee in quiet, ſhee went with her to 
ſeek ſom divertiſement for the reſt of the day. When the enemie was com, they 
went again to viſite the Prince, and finding him reaſonable well, kept him companie 
till by eAmintas his perſwafion they retired : but becauſ in that ſeaſon, which was 
the hotteſt of all the year, the nights were verie pleaſing, in ſtead of going into their 
Chamber, they went down into the garden to he the cool air by the brightneſs of 
the Moon, which ſhone clear enough to give light unto their walk. Their converſa- 
tion was verie ſweet, andall their words were confirmations of friendſhip. + It was al- 
readie ſtrongly ſettled between them ; the mutual knowledg they had of their excel- 
lent qualities, had without difhcultie introduced it into their hearts, and even beautie 
it ſelf, which work's ſo imperiouſly upon the mindes of men, had produced effetts 
little different in their's ; nor were they indeed of thoſe common beauties , which 
draw onely a bare approbarion,or at moſt a light good-willz but 4f thoſe ſparkling 
regular ones, in which the fevereſt Judges can finde nothing, but cauſes of dazling and 
admiration ; both of them were exadtly perfe&, but that of Berenicie's was the more 
delicate, her skin whiter, her features milder, and more ſuitable to her ſcx ; ſhee had 
ſomthing in her cies ſo bright and piercing, that a heart muſt of neceſſitie either bee 
ſtupid or ſtrongly prepoſſetled, if it could bear her looks without alteration. As ſhee 
was nelther fair nor brown, ſo were her eies neither grey nor black, but their color 
holding ſomthing of both, accompanied chat of her hair, which likewiſe beeing ne- 
ther fair nor black, had borrowed a ſhadow of each, that made a clear aubourn color, 
incomparably more beautiful then cither, her face was little, but it had naturally all 
the fulneſs that was neceſſarie to form a compleat oval, and though ſhee was ſlender,her 
neck and her hands were plump, and marvellouſly well proportioned ; her looks and 
all her motions were accompanied with a, natural ſweetneſs , which ſhowed it ſelf 
plainly in the ſmalleſt of hera&ions, and though her countenance were truly full of 
Majeltie, yet was it one of thoſe which ſtrike -kG fear then love, which ſeldom arm 
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themſelvs with lightnings and thunders, able to cloud their ordinarie ſcretiitic, 
which ill accommodate themſelvs to the motions of che ſoul; whe th 

» That of Thaleftris was compoſed of ariother fa 
ſweetneſs in her preſence, ic was more ſtately and imper 
her natural fierceneſs, one might ſee ſomthing break forth | 
to defend ones ſelf from it ; her lineatnencs though a 

then Berenice's, were yet compleatly finiſh'd, and her corhplexion 
her ſo delicate , was nevertheleſs, very clear, ſihooth, and lively z her cia 
, wide opened, and in all their motions had nothing that wa 
not very taking, and full of vivacitie; her hair was of a pale flaxen, and though her 
ſtature was a little extrordinaris for her ſ&&, yer was it ſhaped with molt exa&tpro- 
Latlies bn wtiom heaven had not beſtowed ſo many advan- 
tages, without an equal number of misfortunes able to counterbalance them, becing 
united with a tender and inviolable affe&ion, found a real conſolation in communi 
cating their thoughts to one another: T huleſtri; had no longer any that were unknown 
to Berenice,but the fair Amazone,to whorh this new friend was alreadie extreamly cor 
{iderable, would not put her to the trouble of preſenting her ſioric, wherein the Prince 
brother was to partake, and which had been deferred but for a little cirme; fit 
contented her ſelf therefore with diſcourfing with her of thoſe paſſages ſhee had & 
readie related, and in that converſation they bad alreadie viſited moſt of the allies in 
the garden, when coming near utnito the fountain, they through the boughs which 
hindred part of their ſight, perceived a woman fitting upon the graſt, 2nd leaning 
ainſt a tree, which with three others made a ſquate , covering the fou 
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eir branches, which ſheJtred that place from) the Sut-beams , even when they were 
| moſt hot and ſcorching. The two Princeſſes by the faſhion of het apparel, and 
{ many other ſigns, knew ic to bee Poletwrn's daughter , but beeing theit own 

furniſhed them enough with matter of eritertaintent, ſothat they riteded not toſidkic 
in the encounter ot that woman, they were going to walk on, riot initeridinig to attitle 
themſelvs with her, when they heard her ſjph ewice or thrice, and bring forth ſorrow 
ful words, with a voice ſo fad and fo pleaſing t 
on. Thaleftris 


opether, thet it touched thetn tvith ſotk 
isg back Perettice by the atrty : Al ! Madath, 
how like is this adventure to that which made mee firſt di{cover try 
Orithia, and how powerfully it bring's itito my mitide, that facal day 
which was the laſt of my repoſe! If this obje& renew's your ptiefs (anfivered B& 
_, renice) wee may withdraw from it , finite however this wothah is tiot necefſatie & 
* our converlation, and that her difcoritents can have no very importaht e&auf, Thaltffrit 
conſented to this motion of Bererice's , when they heard her begiti her cotyplaititi 
again and ſo mournfully, and in words fo diffetent from what they expetted froti 
her,that it moved them to ſor curiolitie,artd impoſing filence to each othier at the ſathe 
time, they ſet themftlys atrentively to hear her ; ſhee was ſo takeri up with her ſofrow- 
ful thoughts that ſhee perceived thern noe, and believing ſhee diſcovered rheth onely to 
the heavens, and to witneſſes without ears or underſtanding, thee freely disburthentd 
her heart of a part of its affliftion. How long, (faid ſhee) how long, O arbitrators 
of our deſtinies ! will you protrat this miſerable life , which you have evet fer for! 
tack to all misfortunes? have I not ſuffred enough to ſarisfie all the hatred you al 
bear mer, and though you were inſtaſible of pitie, have you not wearied your felis 
with tormenting mee ? I ath no longer ſhee 1 was heretofore, 1 have now the leaſt & 
mainder of that beantie you once gave mite to my anha 
inper's out its miſerable daies, onely as a pt 
ſerved, and which you moſt cruelly prolohg. Thee firſt words of this affiited wo- 
than, obliged the two Princefſes, to lend her more attention then before, whereby they 
diftin&ly heard her complaint which ſhee proſecuted on this manner. O dear ! and 
Iwful meimorie of him who was ever the better part 
cent rhemoric of him who vainly firive's ro rake from our firft poſſeſfor what was 10 
forces to tnake mere die, or elf forlake tice for ever3 
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teſtifie both my weakneſs and my ponge muy wine thar neicher thy weakneſs nor my 
conſtancie can laſt any longer, and that they have fought too long within mee , to bee 
ſtill in a condition to rhaintain themſelvs. This defolate creature made « flop at 
theſe words tor ſom moments, and as her grief tranſpotted her, and drew her reafan 
by lictle and little out of its ordinarie ſeat, ſhee tiirned towards inſenfible objedts, and 
addrefling her ſelf to thoſe which then preſented themſeJvs unto her ſight, clear waters 
(continued ſhee.) which 1 trouble daily wich my teats 3. you whoas a lookin -gla 
have ſo often repreſented to my eies the image of two bodies who were wich 
but one ſoul, and who now refle& unto niy fight but one onely figureand that a ure 
hardly to bee known : Places who heretofore were ſo delighthul to mee 3 places 
who fill in ſpite of mee are dear to my remembrance either make your ſelvs again 
as pleaſant to mee as you have been _— or yahiſh from my fight for ever, 
Shee 0 theſe lamentations with ſo great a number of ſighs, that the 
ewo Princeſies moved with a real compaſſion, were not able to ſiffer the continuance 
of them, and Berenice who was of the ſofter humor, arid more enclined to pitie, ran td 
her firſt,to give her conſolation,and to offer her aſliſtante. Shee was ſo deeply buried in 
her ſorrows, that the two Princeſſes had alceadie ſpoken to her before (hee perceived 
their coming, Shee ſtarted ini a fright, as ſoon as ſhee diſcovered them , but preſently 
knowing them to bee her Fathers illuſtrious gueſts, ſhee (ereled her fear ; and beceing 
riſen from the place where ſhee was ſer, ſhee made a very low obeiſance, and out of 
reſpe& would have gon away, to leay the place free tothem. But Berenite ſtopping 
her by the army Stay Miſtriſs (faid ſhee) and beliey wee have not ſo little ſenſ of 
the kinde entertainment wee receiv here,as that wee can know your misfortunes with- 
out trouble for them ; your moans have nearly totiched us, and if your miſeries cari 
bee any way eaſed by our aſſiſtance, you ſhall finde us moſt readily diſpoſed to afford ir 
you. Polentons ſad daughter porting a hankerchief to her face to wipe away the 
tears wherewith it was all be , received Berenice's words with an humble ſub- 
miſſion, and after that Thaleſtris had ſpoken to her to the ſame purpoſe : Moſt honored 
Ladies ((aid ſhee)ir is the onely comfort I have left in my toieries, that they have be- 
pot pitic in all that ever heard them; and if I ought to for it from any bodiez 
'ts eſpecially from thoſe who have generous ſouls like your felvs ; My misfortunes are 
greater then my qualitie, and they are (o well known it this Countriezthat you-alone 
can think the. words ſtrange, which their remembrance miade mee to bring forth, 
This anſwer, gave the Princeffes a curiofitie, which made them defirous to learn her 
hiſtorie ; and Berenice who was moſt forward in it, Revleng ennerone her, Dear friend 
(faid ſhee) wee participate too much in your fortune to bee ignorant of it longer,and 
if you have not ſom private reaſon to conceal it, you will Blige us infinitely by cel- 
ling it. Madam (replied ſhee) 1 ſhould make a conſcience of entertaining ſuch perſons 
as you are, with ſo trivial and ſo tedious a tecital, and beſides it is not ſo ſhort a 
one, as that you can hear it in this place without inconveniencie. Wee will go into 
our Chamber if you pleal (anſwered Berenice) as well that wee may fee your face 
by a clearer light, which hitherto 1 have not very well gbſeryed, as to receiv the fa- 
vor wee defire. Ending theſe words with a moſt obliging look , 
walked toward the houſ,, and Polemon's daughter not willing thei 
mands, waited on them into their Chamber. As ſoon as they were there, they 
their eies _ her face, and drawing her near unto thelights , beheld her very i 
tentively. Shee was pale andlean, and had a languiſhing ele, but in that akeration - 
her face, onemight eaſily obſery remainders of an ex t beautle, which grief 
/ decaicd, and which joy might yer recover ; the two Princeſſes by this fight 
deeply touched with om <5 and good-will to this IT perſon i 


expreſſed much kindneſs to her, they forced he to fit down by them and 
& ciyilly that to ſatisfie them ſhee related the hiſtocic of her life in theſe cerns 


64 " CASSANDRA. Parr ll. 


The Hiftorie of Alcione. 


: A Lthough our von bee not of the higheſt in this Province, yet neither is it of 
the loweſt, and though in our habite, and inthe ſimplicitie of our life, wee differ 
tle now from meer countrie people; I may nevertheleſs tell you , Ladies, that wee 
-are of Noble bloud, that Polemon my Father, hath in his time born arms with honor, | 
and that heretofore hee had a very plentiful eſtate : But the diſaſters of our Houf, ha- | 
ving onely left him ſufficient to keep his Family from neceſlicie, and the greatneſs of 
his diſcontents having made him diſtaſte, or rather abhor his former condition, hee 
forſook it with ſo abſolute a refignation, that hee hath ſcarcely preſerved ſo much as 
the remembrance of it, and my own misfortunes ( which truly have cauſed the 
chiefeſt part of his) have ſo looſned my minde from all that luſtre whence wee are 
fallen, that I have found no difficaltie in diſpoſing it to this ſolitude hee hath choſen, 
and wherein I with him have bounded my laſt contencments. Before our miſcries, wee 
lived at Babylon in ſom rank, and with happineſs enough, &c. Mazens the Governor 
of the Province did not diſdain to imploy my Father often in buſineſſes of impor. 
tance ; the heavens had given him a reaſonable numerous Iſſue, but of five brothers! 
once had, four loſt their lives in Darius his Armies for the ſervice of their Prince ; and. 
the fifth of a weaker conſtitution, and of a more peaceful humor, keep's companie 
with us in our innocent retreat. I ſpent my childhood very quietly in paſtimes, that 
are not of conſequence worth relating, but 1 was hardly fourteen years old when with 
the reſt of our Family 1 bewailed the loſs of my eldeſt brothers , who with many 
\, thouſand Perſians were ſlain 'in the battel of Granicus, that was the beginning of 
Polemon's affliftions 3 and within a while after 1 ſaw the birth of my particular ones, 
which make up a good par of the diſcourf you deſire to hear from mee. If after 
the fight of your admirable beauties , I dare to ſpeak of moderate ones, and if it were 
handſom in mee, to ſay that of my ſelf, which flatrerers heretofore have publiſhed, [ 
I mighe tell you Ladies, that Alcione in thoſe daics paiſed for fair in their diſcourd, but 
whether this beautie were onely in their words, or that there were any really in mee, 
if I may ſay ſo without blaſphemie, I am but little beholding to the gods for it, fince 
they gave mee that ſmall portion I received of them, onely for my ruine, and that by 
the confeſſion of my perſecuters it -ha's been the ſole cauſ of all my misfortunes. I in 
an early youth found many men that expreſſed affeftion to mee, and divers amongſt 
them, whoſe alliance was — to Polemon, had alreadie ſued in vain for his, 
when the gods gave mee him, to whom both for my happineſs and my unhappineſy, 
I was deſtined by their ſupreme decree, 

Bagiſtanes that treacherons Governor of the Cittadel of Babylon, who fince balely 
quitted the partie of his Prince, and without refiſtance delivered up into Alexander's 
hands, that Fortreſs of high importance, and the treaſire which had imprudently 
been cruſted to his keeping, briefly, that Bagiſtanes of whom you have heard ſpeak , If 
Alexander's ations are not unknown to you, had a nephew endowed by the heavens 
with qualities, that obliged mee to an affeftion, which dutie afterward eſtabliſhed in 
my heart. ' Theander (fo was hee called) began to Iove mee when 1 was ſcarcely out of 
my infancle, and witneſſed his affeftion to mee by ſo many proofs, that without blind 
neſs I could not bee ignorant of it , nor without ingratitude, refuſe him the advan- 
tage overall thoſe who'had the like intentions; yet 1 depended ſo wholly upon my 
Father, and had left him ſo abſolute a power over my will, that I did nothing but by 
his, nor: gave Theander any m_ butby his injuntion 3 hee found no cauſ of com- 
=_ in mp ocennngys and having none bur very lawfol deſigns, hee made no dif- 

tie of diſcovering them to Polemon;'and of asking his daughter with ſubmiſſions 
full of the teſtimonies df his love. Polemon received him with all manner of civilitie, 
and ſceing'manifeſt advantages in that match, could not difſemble his ſatisfaQtion, 
Theander was of a handſom perſon, a man of courage, and well bred, and though wee 
were noble, his Familie was of a rank ſomthing above ours; and to ſay truth, might 
have pretended to higher fortunes ; beſides , as I have told you, hee was nephew to 
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= og , who next to Mazens was the moſt conſiderable man in all this Countrie, 
d hee was a good while backward in granting his nephew the conſent hee de- 
manded tor our marriage, and Theander who honoured him exceedingly, and whio 
betides the connderation of bloud, was tied to him likewiſe by thac of Choy wai- 
ted for his approbacion with ſuch reſpefts as were due to none bat his Father, or his 
King; in the end Bagiſtanes was mollified by his nephews patience, and by other mo- 
tives, and after delaies which it would bee tedious to recount, hee gave him that pet- 
miſfion hee had long expettcd. In all the time of his wooing there paſſed nothing con- 
fiderable, and | will onely tell you Toeander having no more difhculties to overcom, 
atrer the conſent of thole that had the diſpoſing of us, married mee publikely in 
Babylon, before 1 was tall fifteen years of age. ks ſoon as hee had mee in his poſſeſ- 
fion, hee rook mee home with him to his hou, where hee began to live with mee in a 
moſt kinde and loving manner ; beſides his affe&ion to mee, hee had naturally a great 
deal of goodnels, nay, even to an exce(s which his friends have often dated : I was 
not ingrateful to his love, and receiving manifeſt proofs of it everie day, I became fo 
wholly his, that I may ſafely (wear before all the gods, whom 1 have ſo often invoked 
in my adverlities, that never woman loved her husband with a more ardent, nor a 
more entire affe&tion : I gave him a thouſand innocent teſtimonies of ir, which in- 
flamed him ſtill more and more, and in the firlt year after our marriage, wee taſted all 
the delights that a perfeft union can produce in two ſouls knit together in a lawful 
love ; whicherſoever Theander went, Alcione would alwaies accompanie him, and if the 
necellitie of his affairs, or the ſervice ot his friends parted us for ſum few moments, 
that ſeparation was born with much diſquiert, or rather with moſt ſenſible diſcon- 
tents, In this matual felicitie a whole year ran out, but when hee had given that time 
to his affe&tion, Tbeander was likewiſe defirous, to give ſom to his dutie, and remem- 
bring that hee wasa ſubjeRt ro Darius, whoſe Terricories Alexander after his viftorie ae 
the Granicus, over-ran wich a prodigious ſucceſs, hee for ſom time buried the confide- 
ration of his love, in tho'e of his honor, and of the ſervice of his King and Countrie, 
and caking an imploiment ſuitable co his qualitie among thoſe Forces that were raiſed 
by Mazens, hee left mee a prey to grief, and to thoſe miſeries which his abſence prepa- 
pared mce. I made uſe of my praiecs, my tears, and of all the credic our affeRion gave 
mee with him, to keep him wich mee; but hee defended himſelf againſt all my ini- 
portunities, with ſuch juſt and powerful reaſons, that without offending him, I could 
no longer perliſt to require proofs of his love to the prejudice of his honor. Hee 
marched from Babylon with thoſe Forces, but before his departure recommended mee to 
the care of his Brother Aftiages, who under ſom pretence exempted himſelf from that 
voiage, andto his Unkle Bagiſtanes whom hee conſidered as a Father, and to whom 
hee ſubmicted himſelf with a dependencie which many perſons have condemned. True it 
is, that the reſpe& Thearder bore him was to berenraſld by many reaſons that were not 
to bee {lighted; Bayifanes who was extreamly rich, had no children that were legiti- 
mate, and being then ofan age which forbad him to hope for any, onely Theander as his 
neareſt kinſman, could lawtully pretend to bee his heir ; and though hee was generous 
enough to bee little tied by ſuch a motive , yet was a plentiful fortune neccſſarie to 
maintain the expences into which hee was carried by his liberal nature; and his 
Unkles wealth was not ſo inconſiderable, but that it might obligeto an obſervance, 
and the dignitie of Bagiſtanes were ſufficient to autoriſe. After Theander's departure, his 
good Unkle and his good Brother ſtrove who ſhould bee forwardeſt in ſhowing mee 
their mindfulneſs of the charge hee had lefc them, and by all manner of kindneſs 
and good uſage, they endeavored to drive away ſom of my melancholy hours ; they 
made meetings, and invented ſports to divert mee, but I was long infenfible of all the 
divertiſements they gave mee, and: during my husbands abſence, I ſpent part of my 
time at my Fathers, and in this houſ whicher wee came often to take the a&r; when 
was at Babylon, | faw Bagiſtanes every day, and though hee lodged in theCittadel, there 
paſſed bur very few that hee came not to ſee mee, and when hee failed , Aftiages to 
fatisfie him, and as hee told mee, to perform his Brothers defires , carried mee to his 
lodgings, where I was welcomed with 7. —— of kindneſs. 4 

ill erenice 
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Berenice interrupting Alcione in this part of her ſtorie, you have ſpoken twice (ſaid 
ſhee) of one Aſtiages, that name is but too well known to mee, and but that hee whol 
mean is the wickedeſt of all men living, 1 ſhould ask it hee were not your Brother-in» 
law. Ah! Madam, (anſwered Alcione) you give the beſt charater of him, that | ca 
recely to know him by ; hee was the molt perverſ, and the tal(elt man that ever lived, 
and you will ſee by the continuation of my diſcourſ, that 1ow the greateſt part of 
miſerie's to his wickedneſs; but to give you other marks of him, 1 will tell you, that 
hee was reaſonable tall of Stature, that his hair was ſomthing reddiſh, and it hee bee 
yet alive, hisage may bee about two or three and thirtie. Ah! Dear Alcione (aid Be- 
renice) 'ris the very ſame and that perfidious man ha's but too great a ſhare in my ad- 
ventures, as you may learn in time; bur if I bee not deceived, you and1 are both re. 
venged, | will, tell you news of him,when you have ended your Relatiuvn,and you ſhall 
hear, that hee hath carried his crimes a great way furthcr then Babylon. I ever believed 
(replied Alcione ) that wicked fellow was incorrigible, but I did not think fortune hag 
made uſe ot him to perlecute (© illuſtrious and ſo accompliſhed a perſon. 1 will tell 
you then, that this talſ man, and his Unkle as perftidious as himſelf, when 1 was fir 
married, and after when Theander was newly gon, gave mee all the teſtimonies of triend- 
ſhip I could deſire from thoſe that were ſo near allied to mee : 1 afcribed their good 
uſages onely to lawful cauſes, and received them with an innocence, which without 
doubt fortihed their deteſtable intentions. Bagiſtares made ſhow of ſo great an atieQs 
on to his nephew, that | ſhould never have ſulpe&ted him of talſhood, and Aſt:ages dif- 

\ guiſed his i]] nature ſo cunningly to mee, that | could not attribute the ſervices hee did 
mee, to any thing bur the triend(hip hee bore his brother ; 1] continued in this error, 
long as they continued to have any ſen( of honor, and 1 left it when they left the 
terms of decencie, and the conliderations of alliance and of their reputation ; why 
ſhould I derain you longer in the moſt redious part of my recital , ſince | have things of 
more importance to relate? in ſhort, when 1 leaſt expetted it, Bagiſtanes declared to 

| mee his pernicious deſign, and violating all manner of rights in the perſon of his 
neareſt kindred, hee ſpoke to mee of love in terms which I will not repeat, becauſl am 
| not able todo it without bluſhing, or rather without dying tor grief at the remen- 
| brance of his impudence. I will therefore paſs over what hee faid, as well outof 

that confideration, as to avoid prolixitie in my narration, and will content n:y lelf 
| with telling you, that after I nad expreſſed my afloniſhment by a long ſilence, I broak 

forth againſt him in ſuch manner, that his ſurpriſe was little different from mine, [ 

laid before his cics by a vehement, or rather by a fierie di{conrſ,both the injuric hee did 

unto his nephew, and the ſhatne hee would bring upon himſelf, and having put him ie 

to a great confulion, 1 left him, and retired into my Cloſer, fo trouble;i that I hardly 
| knew where was. There | reflefted upon all the a&ions of that faithleis kinſman, 
| and recalling them to mindeto examine them a little more ſtrit!y then I had don bs 
fore,] found ſo many tigns of his wicked intentions, that I wondred a thouſand times 
at ” innocence, which had forced him to declare that to mee by word of mouth, 
which by a thouſand proofs | ought to have diſcovered. There it was that I vented my 
anger, anddeplored my misfortune by my tears, there I called upon abſent 7hearderto 
aſſiſt mee againſt the perſecutions of his diſloyal Unkle, and there briefly 1 took a frm 

reſolution to die, rather then give ear to that pertidious man , or to endure ſo much 48 

the ſightof him. It was nevertheleſs very difficult for mce to keep it in private, and 
=y fear of diſcovering my misfortnne, and of divulging the ſhame ot our houl tothe 
whole world, was the cauſl would not eſcape him in general meetings; but when hee 
ſought opportunities of entertaining mee in particular, | ſhunn'd them ſo warily, th 
as cunning as hee had been in the whole courſ of his life, andeſpecially in ſuch like 
matters, I put his cratt to a ſtand, ſo that hee could never overcom my circumſpeRion, 
northe care I took to avoid his ſubtilties ; when hee met mee in company, hee w 
often offer mee his hand, to draw mee atide as hee had don formerly 3 bur I {till found 
pretenſes to 'avoid him, and got free without making them that were preſent ac 
quainted with my misfortune; hee often: wrote to mee, and cauſed his letters to bee dt- 
livered, by ſuck as were ignorant of our ill correſpondence, andif, leaſt I ſhould gi 
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them knowledg of it , I was forced to receiv ſorn of them, 'twas ovely to tar them in 
pieces without reading them ; :and to caſt choſe guiltie lines into the fire, which with 
their autor were worthie of a greater puniſhment. 1 ſupported this perſecuwion with 
ſufficient ſtrength of minde, expetting Theander's rerurn, which 1 gaily bagged, of the 
god's with moſt fervent praiets, but my confiancie was like. to have forſaken ure, by 
a bloudie ſurcharge 1 received in my aftliftion. Aſtieges beeing pne day in.my chamber, 
and ſeeing himſelf alone with mee, took mee by the hand,and holding it beeween hiz, 
when hee had looked upon mee awhile without ſpeaking ,. lifter (ſaid hee) will you 
not confeſs one thing to mee, which I defire to know of ypu? And after I hadaſlured 
him, I would conceal nothing from him ; You are a di (replied hee) and how 
a freedom fa#ver you fain toward mee , you never tald mee that Bagiſtanes courts 
you, and that hee hath long perſecuted you with his love ; Bluſh not (continued h 
ſeeing my color riſe) nor go not about to diſguiſe that from mee, which | havelearn' 
from his own mouth. Though the confuſion 1 was in had till then keyt mee filent,l 
could hold no longer at that diſcourſ, and looking upon hinr with a fpitetul eie; How, 
(aid I) Aſtiages have you heard it from Bagiſtanes his mouth, and are Theander's Bro- 
ther? Aſtiages without beeing moved at that demand; fall not into paſſion, Siſter 
(replied hee) but bee pleaſed, that as your neareſt kinſman,l give you my advice in this 
encounter. 1 am Theander's Brother, and beeing ſo, 1 ſhall onely ſeek his advantage 
and your own 3 You know how much Bagiſtexes is able to do for him, or rather you 
know how little hee is able to do without Bagiſtanes, all his ſupport, all his Goolies, 
and all his pretenſions are in him, and 'cis onely by the credit ot. our Unkle, that our 
houſ can maintain it ſelfin its dignitie, and rail it (elf to the chiefeſt of this Province. 
After this knowledg, you ought not to eſtrange his affeftions from us, ro make them 
pals unto ſom other Family, who will profit by our lofſes, and enrich them(clvs, 
with that which wee ought lawfully to hope for 3 you may ule him better then you 
have don , without violating the faith you ow your husband , and though his de- 
portments may have cauſed ſom averſion in you, our Soutons are not of ſo ſmall 
reckoning but that Theander himſelf, if hee bee wiſe,would counſel you to dilſemble ic, 
for the confervation of them. B:ſides, Bagiſtanes is ſo old, that you need not at all 
fear your reputation, and your compliance with him cannot bee of any long conti- 
nuance. This pernicious Counſeller was going to ſeek out reaſons to perſlwade mee 
to his baſe deligns, when my patience forſook mee, and my reſentment made mee 
break forth with violence. O gods ! (cried 1) is it poſſible ic ſhould bee from my 
husband's Brother, that I hear this firange propoſition } Go baſe, heartlels. man, get 
thee gon, ſubmit thy ſelf to infamous things out of ſervile conſiderations, and be- 
liey that it thy family bee capable of ſuch baſcneſſes, Alcione ought nor to have been 
matched intoit; theſe riches which thou unworthily preferreſt before the reputation of 
thy friends, nay, and before thine own too, theſe adyantages, and theſe digoitics thou 
would(t purchaſ with the price of honor, ſhall never bee for thee nor thinegit they muſt 
bee procured by rhat vile, ſhameful compliance thou propoſelt to mee 3 and if Theander 
were ſo baſe. as to have thoughts like thine, know that perhaps I ſhould bee courageous 
enough to puniſh that in his perſon, which my contempt of thee , make's mee to 
neple(t in thine. I ſpake many other words to him full of ſcorn and anger, but that 
dilloyal fcllow who had alreadie prepared himſelf for my reproaches, and. whoſe impu- 
dence could not bee paralell'd, was but lirtle moved with all 1 faid, and would have 
continued his arguments, if I hadnot left hina, and gon away ſo tranſported with paſ- 
fron, that it was very hard for mee to diſlemble ic. LEE 
. For all 1 was ſo much incenſed at Aſtiages his laſt propoſition, hee was not at all 
diſmaicd, but as often as hee found opportunitie to hold the like diſcourf to mee, hee 
bore my reproaches patiently, and ſhowed mee his obſtinacie in his pernicious deſigns. 
Then ic was that 1 ſaw my ſelf reduced to great extremities : In my huzhand's houſ 
there were none but fuch as were ſuſpe&ed, or odious. to mee, and | had no bodie to 
Whom I cauild impart my trouble, or complain of my misfortune. The women that 
ſerved mee were corrupted by Bagiſtanes , and. that wicked man who had been diligent 
In ſuch praftiſes, had alwaics kept ſow in pay for the like: emploiments, , Lpon 
'T 2 occatio 
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occafionithey were ſpeaking/good of him , and reprefented to mee the intereſt wee 
hadin- the conſervation of his friendſhip; and in ſhorr, I was perſecuted in ſuch 
maniner; that thy hasband's houſ was as an hell to mee,and a place of torment. I way 
often upon the point of leaving it, and of retiring to my Fathers, until - Theander's re. 
turn, but! feared to make a noif, and+to'publiſh a thing which might bring a ſtajn 
the Family | was natch'd into, and to cauf ſuch ſenfible affliftions to Theander ; 
y mother;to' whom | opened my heart,and to whom | diſcovered my misfortun 
mee this counſel, and perfwaded mee to wait patiently for the return of my husbang, 
who by his preſence would blow over that ſtorm ; and ſettle my minde again in jrz 
firſt tranquillitie. ! I obeyed her dire&ions, wherein I tound a great deal of reaſon, 
and the gods, who were pleaſed with my patience, though they ſent not an end unto 
diſcontents, ar leaſt ſent mee ſom conſolation in them, and in the beginning of the 
nter, they brought mee home my dear Theander, for whom | had ſo long and fo of. 
ten ſighed. You cannot donbr, great Princeſſes, of the greatneſs of my joy, ſo that [ 
ſhall not need to deſcribe in what manner I received the greateſt happineſs I then 
could wiſh for, nor the welcom I gave to an-husband whom 1 loved really more then 
my ſelf, and in whoſe return, beſides the-interelt's of my affeQion, I found allo thar of 
my quiet, and my refuge againſt the perſecution of my enemies. All that a lawſul in. 
nocent | yrs can produce, appeared in us without diſſimulation 3 and it I ex. 
preſſed a ſatrsfattion to Theander for his return, Theander made his known to mee bya 
thouſand proofs of a real paſſhon. Whole daies ſtole away in theſe firſt raptures, and 
I may ſay that my ſorrows were then JulÞd aſleep, and that I thought my ſelf in the 
haven, towards which 1 ſteered by my continual praiers. Aſtiages ceaſed to impor- 
tune mee as hee was wont, and the pertdious Bagiſtanes came not amongſt us , but to 
expreſs kindneſs to his nephew. Not that hee Joſt any occaſion to make mee know 
his perverſobſtinacie, nor that hee forbore to ſpeak with hfs cies, fince | had forbidden 
him to do it with his tongue, but either I cook not the pains to obſery ir, or ef 1 
did bur langh at it , ſeeing my ſelf fortified by the preſence of my Defender. I knew 
not well what 4#iages his thoughts were at that time, and whether hee was not af 
fraid | ſhould diſcover to his Brother the ill offices hee would have don hint ; but hee 
ſhowed mee fo few ſigns' of fach a fear , that I was confident the exceſs of Tbeander's 
goodneſs encouraged him to deſpiſe his reſentments, and arnvd him avainſt what 
reaſon hee ought toapprehend from a Brother ſo unworthily oftended. Neither was| 
willing to entertain Theander with my diſcontents, and notwithſtanding the threats | 
had uſed to his perfidious Kinſman, I concealed their infidelicie from him, as well that 
I might not difturbe the tranquillitie of his minde, by a recital that would bee unpler- 
ſing to him, as not to ſet difſention in his Family, and make my ſelf odious to thoſe 
among whom 1 was to paſs the remainder of my daies. Theſe confiderations made 
mee filent in my misfortune, but within awhile after it was redoubled by very 
remarkable accidents. h 

Cleonimus, One of Theander's neareſt kinſmen, and the moſt faithful of his friends, ar» 
rived about that time at Babylon, where hee had been bur licele ſince his childhood, ha- 
ving ſpent 'many years in the Armies and in the Courts of Kings, and in forraign 
Countries; and in his ſeveral voiages, hee had gained qualities which wee had not yet 
ſeen amongſ our Barbarians. I know not whether in the continuation of thoſe things 
Tam to tell you, I may fpeak to his advantage ; but if you will give mee leay to de- 

clare the erunth without paſſion, I will ſay that Cleonimus was no common perſon , 
that it was not without a great deal of juſtice, I gave him the firſt place in my elicem, 
above all thoſe I had formerly known ; beſides, the gracefulneſs of his perſon, and of 
his preſence'which were very advantageous, hee had both a moſt generous heart anda 
moſt excellent wit, and as hee had made himſelf remarkable in war by a'thouſand ve 
liant a&tions, hee had alſo made ſuch benefit at Atbens, in the converſation of Philoſo- 
phers, as gave him the prioritie of all thoſe of his profeſſion, by moſt particular en- 
dowments. Hee was but three and twentie years of age when hee returned to Babylon, 
and Theander preſented him to mee as one'of his neareſt kinſmen,and wa#dearer to him 
then any man” in the world'' O gods! with what words, did hee at that firſt fight 
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expre(s the contentment heetwind in our alliance, and how haridſomly did hte begin 
to.introdace that elteem into my minde, which hath lince beem. {© fatal eq our: cepole. [ 
reccived bhim/as a man nearly alliea-o mee, and as a man'of an'extraordindriemerie. I 
had heard Thednder ſpeak of him a thouſand times, and many. others t@ whom: his 
virtue was not.unknown:,- but I thouzhe chat fame. of him infinitely below whar 
his (ſight perſwaded mee hee d:ferved. After vat firſt viſit, hee.made mee diversiothers, 
and che nearnes” of bloud chat was berween lim, and Theondergor father their friend- 
ſhip rendred them inſeparable, giving him a free acceſs to our boil, I ſaw him£veriec 
day, and within a ſhort time was familiarly acquarated with him- - Theandtr and hee 
lived as brothiers,' and Theanler would needs have me ſwe with him as his fiſter..; E con- 
ſes I found no difficultie in difpoling my minde to it, and:that as. welkto: 

husband as to follow the incicements of my own inclnation, I gave hioureat /all 
the friend(hip a brother could require from mee; Yes, | lovid;t:im as if hee-had. 

my brother; but if my affe&ion ever exceeded thoſe limits, byany guilticoranlawtal 
delires, you gods to whom all] hearts are known , ſtrike this unfortunate woman with 
your thunder, whocall's you to bee witneſſes of her moſt ſecret houghts, . L will naC” 
tell you that in all manner of exerciſes cicher of the minde or bodie, and in.a thouſand 
matches of aRivitie, hee till bore away the prize from all thoſe trat would; diſpute 
ic with him , ncicher will I ſay chat by his-loyely qualities hee gained thax.affeftion 
from mee, which hee gained from all thoſe that convericd with him ; bucl will. cdl 

ou freely once again that | loved him, as our near alliance, his virtue, and my hu(- 
Lads command enjoyned mee. In the mean rime,it Theander's return was favorable to 
mee in ſom things, it was quickly hurtful go mee in many others , and Bayiſtanes who 
during his abſence never met mee bur in publike, by his means recovered his firſt: con- 
veniencies, and ſaw mee everie day, eithcr at our houſ or in the Cittade!, whither his 
innocent nephew carried mee himſelf, notwithſtanding all the repugnancie 1 ſhowed 
againſt thoſe viſits 3 and that which was moſt wy 2 NA to mee, was that this 
good nzphew having brought mee to that wicked Unkle, went often'a hunting or 
otherwhere, and left mee with him for the reſt of the day; true itis; that} forbad rhie 
women that waited on mze, to leay mee at any time alone with kim, and: thatby:chat 
order I (aved my ſelf a great while ; *but one day,which I will count for one of the mdſt 
diſaſtrous of my life, | could not avoid my misfortune, and 1 faw my ſelf reduced to 
the greatet perplexicie, 1 cill then had fallen into. Theander having according co his 
cuſtom brought mee into Baziſtanes his Chamber ; that wicked man who knew-my 
hasband had that day made an appointm:nt to hunt, found means to: ſend away 
the woman that came? along with mee, and who held intelligence wich him, and within 
awhile after Theander having left us, I remain:d alone wich him, aud ſaw my ſelf ſub- 
jet to the miſhip I had fo long avoided, and which I had fo much apprehended. 1 
ſhould have n_ ado to deſcribe the confution I was in at this accident , a chilneſs 
ran through all my veins, and I began to tremble from head to foot changing color, 
and beeing in a manner belide my felf. That luſtful old man, eafily found the altera- 
tion that was in. mee ; bur hee defired to ſettle mee, and though tiis cies fparkled'wich a 
light that was extraordinarie, and that his face became one ſpread wich a lively color, 
which years had almoſt driven away from thence, hee was willing to moderate' him- 
ſelf for a few minates, to quiet. my minde from the tear hee had obſerved in'mee ; 'for 
that purpoſe, hee ac firſt calked to mee of nothing but indifferent matters; and having 
inſenſibly brought m:e upon the difcourſ of his riches, hee entertained mee awhile 
with ic, and then taking mee by the hand, and rifing from the chair where hee was 
ficcing, D:ar neece ((aid hee) I will let you ſee treaſures which yer I have noc'ſhown to 
any bodie, and by 'that fight you will know into how wealthie a Family you have 
matched your felf, . With theſe words hee unlocked the door of a cloſer, whicher | was 
conltrained to fotlow him,and having ſhowed mee a great manie rare and curious pieces 
wherewith it was beautified ; hee opened his trunks and made: mee ſee jewels bf an in- 
eſtimable value and heaps of gold able to fatisfic the avarice of the moft inſariable 
mm When -hiee ſaw that | appeared aſtonithed at thoſe immen( treafiires, hee 
Tooked upon mee with an inflamed cie, and prefling my hands between his, O yr.” 
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(cried hee) all that thei ſeeſt is thine; and if thou per{iit #ot in thy obſtinate reſoly- 
tion to hate mee, thou maieſt diſpoſe of all my riches, and of my life. Flie mee not 
(continued hee ſeeing 'I'would have got away, ane that 1 did all I eould to pull wy 
hands fromberween his) but wich ſom fenſ ot pitie behold him that love's thee be 
then himfolf, fee. how ' diſadvantageous thy ——_ is to thee, and conſider the 
prizeehy-inhamanicie make's thee to loa, neither am I ſo odious, nor the prize I pry. 
poſt ro thy affe&tion'fo vile, that thou needeft diſdain us, and thou maieſt by one 
effe&:of love, or if thou wile but of compaſſion reſtore quierneſs to' my minde, and 
becom the happieſt woman in the world. The deteſtable old fellow, brought forth 
theſs words ſtanimering, and looking upon mee with luſttul cies, wherein his horribk 
deſires were lively repreſented; and while hee was ſpeaking them and manie gthea 
wichour order or co-herenze, hee held my hands ſo faſt that 'twas impoſſible for met 
to'tſcrape from him ; -themm was I ſeized with mortal apprehenfions, and my fear 
mee from falling into fch a rage againſt him, as 1 ſhould bave don if 1 had beenin 
another condition, ye had I courageenough to call my reaſon to my aſliſtance, and» 
'repteſent conſiderations to him, which were capable to have difſwaded the wicked 
' wretch from his evil defigns. O Bagiſtanes (faid | counterteiring a fearleſneſs) wha 
do you'do? hayeyou forgotten the god's? have you forgotten your bloud ? and have 
you forgotten your own honor ? do you not temember that you are Theander's Llakls, 
or rather his Father, and that Alcione is the wife of your nephew, and of him you have 
ever accom. as your ſon? do = not fear remorſ” of conſcience ?: do you not 
' fear infamy ? and do you not fear heaven's'thander, which hangs over guilty heads? 
Open your eies Bagiſtanes, and'contider your crime with horror, ſuch abominable 
thoughts are unworthy of a noble minde, nor can you continue in them withot 
fixing ageternal ſhame upon your memorie. I had faid more, if the pernicious old 
man wbuld have ſuffred mee to go on, but: hee ſtopt his ear at all my words, and bs 
lieving hee ſhould touch mee more eafily in a beſceching poſture, hee fell down upon 
his knees, and embraced mine with all his ſtrength , Oh Alcione ! (replied hee) cea('to 
fer theſoremonſtrances before his cies, who is no longer in a condition to profitby 

thern, but give mee life, unleſs thou wilt have mee die here preſently at thy feer. 
iethken (ſaid I with cies ſparkling as much with anger, as his with another paſſion) 
die deteRiable old man, and never hope for any mercie from thy mortal and irreconcile- 
able: enemie > Ar theſe words | diſ-engaged my ſelf from his arms with ſo much 
force, that hee not onely let go his hold, but beeing roughly thruſt, in a poſture 
whertin hee had bur little ſtrength, hee fell all along upon the floor. JI ſtai'd not to ſe 
what became of him, but finding my. (elf free, I ran out at the Cloſer door, which! 
clapt againſt him, and croſſing through his Chamber, I got haſtily to the ſtair-head, 
; As'I-was running down with a ſpeed which ſufficiently exprefled my fear, | met 
Cleinimus, who beeing alſo Bagiſtanes his nephew, was coming then to viſite him; The 
knowledg had: of his virtue, and of the triendſhip hee bore us, made mee praiſthe 
od's for that encounter, and not beeing in a condition to conſider ſtriftly all 1 did, 
caſt my ſelf upon him, and cloſely embracing him, Dear couſin, (ſaid 1) dear Cle 
nimus ſave mee. My a&ion and my words amazed him ſo, that all hee could do ws 
eo put forth-his arms to mee, and ask mee in a great trouble what accident was h 
and what ſervice I defired from him. Carrie mee from hence, (anſwered 1) and when 
you gy er any home, I will tell you my misfortune. Cleonimas without que 
ſtloning mee r, aſſured mee that hee would die for Theander”s "intereſts and 

- without conſidering thoſe of Bagiſtene's, and going down the ſtairs with mee , hee 
the. credit hee had with the Souldiers of the Citadel, cauſed the gates to bee 
anddelivered mee out af that hateful place wheret bad ſtiffred ſo violent a perſecution- 
When I faw my {elf at libertie, I recovered wy fear-a lictle, and beeing got into the 
ſtreet, niy.countenance became leſs affrighted then it had been a few minutes before- 

. After 1 was: come-home, | ted I had diſcovered fo niuch to Cleonimw, and L as 

 ivety.ſarcy] had obliged my ſelf todeclare to him the ſhame of his neareſt friends,' and 
thy particular diſaſter ; yet my knowledg of bis diſcretion, and the need | had of hi 

' counſel and kewiſe of his aſliſtance, in the extremitie wy affairs were com to, toad 
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mee break through the difficulties I found in my minde, and forced mee to confeſs my 
misfortune, and to tell him with my laſt adventure, all the execrable proſecutions of 
Bagiſtanes, and of the unworthie Aitiages, During that Diſcourſ, (teonimus ſhrunk 
up his ſhoulders, and li:c up his cizsto heaven with demonſtrations of a(toniſhmenr, 
which made him hardly able to ſpeak a word when 1 had told him this la accident ; 
Ah! the monſter (cricd hee) ah ! the abominable man z it the god's bee juſt, can hee 
ſurvive ſuch a pzrfidiouſneſs as this? Having aid thus, hee continued a white filent, 
and chen dzar cou(in (purſued hee) | was too blame to tall into fo great a wonder at the 
hearing of aftions which are ordinarie with Bagitanes, and | ought to have remetmns 
bred, that whereſbever the incerelt of his pleaſures or of his fortune came in queſti- 
on, hee never conlidered nearne(s of bloud, nor his honorgno nor the god's them(tlvs, 
This lait creacherie of his to Theander, is not the firſt hee hath committed of this na- 
ture, and proximitie never made him ftorbear the like deſigns, upon any of his kin(s 
women that had any thing of hanſomnels in them 3 it hee perliit in his horrible ins 
tentions I offer you my lite for the detence of your honor, andot Theander's intereſts. 
Bayiſtanes it hee were bold enough, would bee wicked enough to attempr any kinde of 
villanic; but hee will remember that hee is not cxempt from the ftveritic of che Law, 
that hee hath not an ab.olute power in Babylon, and that Theander is too conſiderable to 
fear any vio!ence from him. After this Dilcourſ, hee told mee a thouſand of his 
Unkle's wickedneſſes, and when I asked him how I ſhould carrie my felt ro my husband 
in the bulinels, hee adviſed mee to conceal it yet awhile, ſeeing it could bring nothin 
but diſcontent to him, and diſorder into his Family , and that I might di'cover it at 
any time, it | ſhould bee further prefſed, Hee gave mee this counſel with ſo much 
freedom and affe&tion, that 1 reſolved to follow it punRually, and having known hin 
in all his ations tobze endued with a miraculous wiſdom, 1 was willing to bee abs 
ſolutely guided in this misfortune according to his orders and inſtruftions. By his ad» 
vice therefore I dilſembled it, and gave no notice at all unto Theander of any thing chat 
hapned ; true it is, that hee never had the power to carrie mee any more to Bugi/eanes, 
and though to oblige mze to that vilite, hee told mee hee had hurt his forehead with 
falling down a pair of ſtairs, I till put it off by faining my ſelf not well whenſotver 
hee ſpoketo mize of it; Bngifanes abaſhed and exaſprrated at what had paſſed, came 
not to our houſ;,and | had ſom daies of re(pite, which were very plealing to mee beeing 
freed from his perſecutions. But baſe Aſtiages a few daies after this accident, meetin 
mee alone in the Garden, and coming up to mee in the corner of an allie which I made 
haſte to, that | might ſhun him ; Madam, (ſaid hee, with a diſdainful and a diſconten- 
ted look) crueltie is verie well becoming in handſom Ladies like your ſelf, and if you 
perſevere in your generoſitie, you will wichout doubt advance our houſf exceedingly. 
| preſently underſtood the meaning of his words, and looking fide-waics upon him, I 
had rather (aid [) your houſ were ſwallowed up in an eternal deſtruRtion, then ever 
I ſhould have ſo much as a thought, to endeavor its greatneſs by choſe waies you pro- 
poſe to m:e. You do very well Alcione (replied Aſtiages)) but ſince you diſpiſe other 
conliderations, you ought at leaſt in charitie to viſice thole whom you have wounded 
in the bodie as well as in the minde. This diſcourl vext mee to the very heart, and 
mad2 mee an{wer ſharpely, Aſtiages, { will let Theander know the good offices you do 
him, and if you continue Rill in your infamous proſecutions, you (hall Cee that | at 
not inſen{ible of the wrongs you do mee. I belley you are not inſenſibte (faid Afiages, 
going away) and your laſt friend(hips begin to give ſom notice of it. Hee left mee as 
ee brought forth theſe words, which 1 did not greatly heed at that time , though 
Fong found fince but too much to my coſt , with what intention hee ſpake 
em. 

; In the mean time Baziſtanes either out of ſhame, or reſentmett had given over his 
vilits, and | praiſed the gods for that laſt adventure, which for one diſpleaſate gave 
mee many adyantages. Theander often praied mee to goto ſee him, but finding mee very 
unwilling, hre had ſo much goodneſs, that hte never went about co force mee; but 
though that wicked man ſaw mee not, hee had thoſe near mee, that cold him ſufficiently 
what | did. Aſtiages tied to him by the ſordid con{ideration of riches, and by che 
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romiſes hee mads him to leav him all hee had, baſely forſook the intereſts of his 
rother, and the honor of his Family, to ſerv him in his deteſtable intentions, and 
beſides the rorments I received from him, the maids that ſerved mee were my moſt 
dangerous enemies, and as | have learned (ince that infamous fellow had them at his 
devotion, and kept one of them in pay, to ſpice out all my ations. T hat diſloial wenc 
obſerved with Aſtiages, the friend(hip | had with Cleonimws, and believ'd that hee beeing 
truly generous, and truly a friend to Theander , was more capable to crois them then 
any bodie elf. 1 do not denie but that 1 lived with Cleonimws as it I had been his own 
Silterz my husband had commai:&d mee to dofſo, and | had no repugnance to obey 
him; There was a great deal of tamiliaritie between us, but all our ations were in 
ſight of the whole world, and wee never retired together, but when wee had a minds 
to talk of Brgiſtanes his perſecutions. | know not whether our deportments wrought 
a jealouſie in our enemies, nor whether they believed themſelvs, what they deſired to 
perſwade others ; but in effe& though they knew ] was virtuous enough, not to loye 
another man to the prejudice of what I owed my husband, and that in their own 
hearts accounted my ations to bee innocent, they meant to draw matter fromthence, 
to drive away a men whom they ſu{peGed to croſs their deſigns, or elf to ruine mee, 
when once their hopes of gaining mee were ruined. For this purpoſe they carefully 
watched my afions, and cauſed others tv watch them, and interpreting alll did, as 
might ſery belt co their intentions , they lai'd ſnares for mee, which without a par- 
ticular goodnels of the gods, it was impoſlible for mee to elcape. Beſides the conhde- 
rations I have told you, they were ſet on likewiſe by that ot their own juſtification, 
and tearing | ſhould at laſt diſcover their deteſtable procceding to Theander, they re- 
ſolved to prevent mee, and to prepoſſeſs his minde in ſuch manner , that I might finde 
no more belief in him, when | ſhould com to make my - complaint. Aſtiages having 
plotted with Bagiſtanes, how hee ſhould manage this delign, began to ſet it on work to 
Theander, and though hee had particular obligations to Cleor.imys, and that having been 
bred :4p together wich a great deal of friend(k.ip, they had ever lived in as good intelli- 
gence as the virtues of the one, and the vices ot the other could permit, hee endeavored 
to render him odious to his brother, by all manner of calumnics. Theander who had a 
very good impretlion of his friend, made a jeaſt of Aſtiages his firſt attempts, and at- 
tributing thoſe ill offices to ſom particular averiion , made all the deſigns hee uſed un- 
profitable, Aſtiages was not repulſed by theſe firlt difficulties ; but carefully laying 
hold of all occaſions to make him obſerv our familiaritic , hee did not deſpair of 
working ſom effe& in his minde at laſt. One day as wee roſe from dinner, during 
which time I had long entertained (leonimws who fate by mee,and had often whiſpered 
himin the ear, I drew near to a window, where Aſtiages ſeeing mee alone, came to mee, 
though of a long while 1 had given over ſpeaking to him, but in Theander's preſence, 
and when 1 knew not how to avoid him ; at that time his Brother was diſcourling 
with Cleonimus, at another window which looked toward the Garden , whereupon 
coming cloſe to mee, Madam, (faid hee) 1 will talk no more to you of Bagiſtanes, but 
if you pleal | will ſpeak of Cleonimus, with whom your fortune will bee much better. 
I gave not my ſelf time to examine his Diſcourl; but without hearkning to his laſt 
words, I anſwered briefly ; If you ſpeak to mee of Cleonimus, you will ſpeak to mee of 
a man who by his virtue deſery's both the general and my particular eſteem. 1 knew 
very well (replied 4ſtiages impudently) that that virtue which deſpiſe's fortune, way 
not proof againſt his merit; but wee will break the courſ of this affeion, and will 
teach the innocent Theander to diſcern his real friends. This diſcourC nettled mee fo, 
that without doubc 1 ſhould have fallen openly upon him, but that having nothing 
more to ſay, hee went out ofthe room, where | remained ſo troubled, that if Theander's 
face had been toward mee hee might eaſily have read in mine, what a confuſion 
Aſtiages had left mee in. I lean'd upon my elbow in the window, where refleting upon 
thoſe malicious words I had newly heard, 1 was ſeized with the moſt violent grief | 
yet had felt. I recolle&ed my ſelf, and examined all wy a&ions with Cleonimus, and 
found them ſo full of innocence,thar | judged Aftiages his ſuſpicions very ill grounded, 
and his jealoulie very unjuſt ; yet preſently I hada thought to abſent him from meefor 
cyer, 
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ever, and to deprive my enemies eicher of the occaſion of their cenſures, or the pretext 
they hadraken to torment mee; but it was followed by another quite concrarie, and 
che rigoc ot my deftinie made mee look upon Cleonimus at that time more advantage- 
ouſly then ever | had don before, and oblery his good qualities and his friendſhip, 
with an eie which would not permit mee to conſent to what I was reſvlving againſt 

him. 1 know not Ladies, whether | am faultie in this confeſſion, and in avowin 
iugenuoully, that at that time I had an affeftion for him that could not ſuffer his banj- 
nithment, which the care of my reputation, and that of my repoſe was preparing for 
him; but I will tell you alſo ro ju ihe my ſelf, that perchance it would not have been 
firong enough to hinder it, it 1 had not judged that A#iapes made ufe of that ſubtiltie 
to deprive mee of a man, who hee knew would oppoſe his intentions, and whoſe a(- 
fiance was neceſlarie for mee, to defend my ſelf againſt his perſecutions. This con- 
fd:ration as truly as the other, made mee reſolv both to ſee Cleonimus, and to Tive with 
him as | had don formerly, knowing well that Theander, whoſe approbation I valued 
more then any bodie's diſlike, was not offended with it, and thart it | abated any thing 
ofmy uſal freedom wich him, Aiages might have occalion to ſuſpe& mee of cunning, 
afrer what hee had ſaid to mee. | went out of the dining room where | left Theander 
wich Cl-onimas, and walked into the Garden alone to entertain the penfiveneſs which 

Aſtiages his words had cauſed in mee, but fcarce had I raken a turn or two, when the 
came out to mee, and within awhile after, Theander being call'd away by Cmbuſinet 
oc other, left mee there wich Cleonimus. Hee'ar his firſt coming, obſerved ſom trouble in 
my face, whereo: hee ask'd mee the caul , an4 notwithſtanding hee was concerned in 
ir, | was (o innocent as to tell him Aſtiages his diſcourf, and how hee had reproached 
mee upon his occalion. Cleonimus hearkned to mee without beeing moved, and 
when | had made an end, hee Iift up his eies to heaven and croſſing his arms upon his 
brealt, hee walk2d above twentie paces wich mee before hee ſpake a word, then of a 
ſudd:n making a ſtop, and looking upon mee with an ation more pallionate then or- 
dinary 3 Couſen (aid hee) your enemies have reaſon to drive mee from you, and the 
knowledg they have that I will oppole cheir ernicious deſigns to the laſt moment of 
my life, doe's in a ſort autoriſe theic proceeding. Belides | confeſs to you, that if 
they accuſe mee for loving you, they accuſe mee very juſtly, ſince It is not truer that 

| am Cleonimus, then it is that I love Alcione more then all the things in the warld 
Do not wonder at this declaration, coulen, 'tis rue, | love you more then m ef, 
| proteſt to you by all the gods, that this atfeftion is moſt innocent, and chat it ſhall 
never give mee delires for Tbeander's wife, which I might not communicate to Theander 
himſelf : but as innocent as it is, it nevertheleſs is Satele, fince it is made uſe of to 
diltucb your quiectnels, and my preſence is hurtful co you, lince it is ſiſpeed to them 
that are near you, and hat it gives them jealouſies which are to your diſadvantage. The 
gods forbid that from henceforward they ſhould finde that occalion to afflift you, and 
that 1 ſhould prefer my happineſs in ſeeing you before your yo uprnge ; 1 will abſenc 
myſelf therefore, fince I maſt, and how great griet ſocver I ſuffer at this ſeparation, 
it will certainly bee leſs then that | ſhould receiv by the diſcontents my preſence may 
cauſto you.Cleonimus ended theſe words with fo fad a look, that | was ſenhbly touched 
with it; | have confeſſed to you, that my good will to him was as ſtrong as it could 
lawfally bee, and! will avow that it was encreaſed by this diſcourſ, and that the 
goodneſs wherewich hee forgot himſelf for my intereſts, cauſed in mee a tenderneſs 
of him, which I never had cill then. To ſay truth, | was willing to let him ſee, both 
how [I received his'offer, and to what degree his perſon and his companie were dear to 
mee, for that end giving him my hand, Couſen (aid 1) I neither doubt of the great- 
neſs, nor of the nature of your affe&tion to mee, 1 know it is ſuch asa virtuous man 
may conceiv tQ one of his neareſt kindred, and to the wife of his beſt friend, and up- 
on this aſſurance] will make alike confeſſion of mine to you , and will proteſt truly 
though perhaps lam to blame in this declaration) that after Theander,there is nothing 
arer to mee then your ſelf. [| will not therefore deprive my ſelf of you, for the 
ſuſpicions of Aftiages and Bagiſtanes, and ſo long as Theunder is pleaſed | ſhould ſee you, 
I will never conſent to this abſence you propoſe to mee, If hee becom of their humor, 
"Ki kk you 
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you will not then take it ill, if I refrain your companie, and force my own inclinari. 
ons to perform my dutie to my husband. Till this misforcune happen to us, wee 
will live as wee have don, and provided Theander bee ſatisfied, | ſhall but little 
the ſatisfaftion of others. By this anſwer, I drove away parr of the ſadneſs that ap 
peared in Cleonimus his countenance, and with ic the delign hee had to forſake ee, 
when I had moſt need of his afliſtance. 

Wee continued hereupon to live as wee had begun, and on purpoſe to ſpite Aſtiages, 
T uſed Cleonimus more kindly then ever ; That diſlojal Brother was ſtark mad at it, and 
preſently after hee had a companion that bore it as impatiently as hee. Bagiſtanes for 
all his anger had not ceaſed to love mee , and beeing not able to reſoly to fee mee ng 
more, hee had forced his ſhame and choler,to give mee vilites,which I was fain to receiy 
whether 1 would or no, but yer I received them all in the preſence of Theander,and often 
of Cleonimus, and others whom | would ever have to bee witneſfſ-s of our converſgii. 
On. It, I had much ado to ſuffer him, hee had no leſs to ſuffer Cleenimus, whoſe 
ſence was becom inſupportable to him, having changed all the affe&ion which alli. 
ance formerly had cauled in him, into a moſt violent hatred ; yet beeing the greateſt 
diſſembler of all men living, hee diſguiſed his ill will under a loving countenance, 
and knowing his courage durit not. declare his animoſitie. Aſtiages for the ſame 
conſideration carried himſelt cowards him in the ſame manner, but hee did otheryik 
towards mee, and paſſed by no occalion of ſhewing mee how black his ſuſpicions 
were, and how wicked his intentions; his rage grew to ſuch an extreamitie. that he 


cauſed a note to bee put one day in my drefling cloth, which 1 found as | was getting 
mee readie, and wherein I read thefe words. 


Aftiages to Alcione, 


d bave received too great an bonor by our alliance to conſider that of our bouſ ſo little. Tae 


beed to it Alcione, and know there want's neither ſword nor poiſon, to repair the diſyrace of a 
Familie like ours, | 


I read theſe words with an aſtoniſhment which I am not able to repreſent. Till then 
I had been patient and had held my peace, but at that time I reſolved tobe ſono 
longer , and to ſpeak; and was going inſtantly to carry the note to Theander, and 
make him the relation of a)l that had paſſed, if Cleonimus had not com into my 
Charnber, hee wondred as much as I at the threats hee uſed to mee, but hee deſired 
mee to defer the complaints I meant to make to my husband for a tew daies, and coun- 
ſelled mee. to go with him to vilite my Father at this houſ wee now are in, wherel 
might at more libertie entertain him wich my misfortunes, and free my le]t trom the 
ſight of my enemies. I approved the advice hee gave mee, and within an hour after, 
having propoſed it to Theander, I ealily diſpoſed himto it. Theander and I came hither 
to viſite my Father and my Mother, who had been ſom daies here to divert themſelvs, 
and wee ſpent many delightfully in their company. Bagiſtanes and Aſtiages remained at 
Babylon, where their rage made them take recour\ ro waies of revenge, worthie of their 
courage and of their victue. Cleonimus came to ſee us almoſt everie day , and for the 
moſt part gallopt over alone, the way being but ſhort from hence to Babylon. One 
day going from us when che Sun was readie to ſet, without any other weapon but 
his ſword, as hee went out of the wood which is near this houf, bee wis 
aſſaulted by three men on horſ back, who threw three darts at him, from a good 
diſtance, and their baſte, or the will of the gods having made' them miſs, they 
drew their ſwords, and ranup tohim with full ſpeed; though that-number of enemies 
might with reaſon have cauſed ſom apprehenfion in Cleowmus, their cowardiſe made 
him dſpiſe them, and beeing reſolved to ſell his life as dearly as hee could, after ha- 
ving avoided the ſhock of .the two firſt by a little carrier hee took, hee cloſed ſo lucki- 


ly with the third, that wy 1 uron his ſword {lip over his ſhoulder, hee ran his own' 


up to the hiles in his right Scarce was that enemie down , when the two others 


came 
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came back at Cleonim;s, but their companion's hor( was in their way , which hindred 
them from coming ltraight upon him, and while one of them turned a licile alide, to 
ſer upon Cleonimus behinde, hee was ſo fortunate, chat with a back blow hee cur off his 
hand, which tell preſently co the ground with his {word. The third having ſeen this 
ſecond itroak, turned abuur, and eking his (atetie in the ſwittneſs of his hor, begar 
to fly with all pollible (peed ; but Cleonimus puriued him, and beeing mounted upor 
onemuch fleecer, overtook him ina very little time ; Hee could have thrult his {word 
into his reins it hee would, but hee contented himſelt with ſeizing upon the guard 
of his as hee pald by, and having ealily wrelted it out of his hand; hee threw ic on the 
nd, and oppoling his pallage laid hold of his bridle ; wherewith having quickly 
| him, Friend { (aid hee) what have I don to thee, that ſhould make thee delice to kill 
mee? This man in a terrible tear, held up his hand, and beleeching him to (pare his 
lite, | have no intention to cake it ( an{wered Cleonimus ) but I will know of chee by 
what offence | have made thee my enemie, thee whom | never di ovliged,nor ever knew 
inmy life. The tellow beeing a little aſſured by thele words, Ah ! Sir ( ſaid hee )I have 
no cauſ to hate you, and doubtleſs I have defer ved that death, which I and my compa- 
nions would have given you out of a vile conlidzration z Aftiages hired us for that 
purpoſe, and Bagiſtanes promiſed us ten talents, to kill you. Though Cleonimus was 
aſtonithed at that treacherie, yet had hee no dithcaltie ro believ it, and knowing the 
baſenels of his enemics, heeealily gave credit to that confirmation of itz hee cared not 
todraw any greater proofs, and giving the man his libertie, hce exhorted him to avoid 
ſuch likeoccaliuns of infamie; the orher touch'd with a true repentance which hee 
witnelſcd by his tears, proteſted that onely the extream povertie to which of late years 
hee had been reduced , was the motive that had incited him to a wickedneſs which hee 
had ever detelted. You might have freed your felf from that ( replied Cl-oninw ) by 
honeſter means ; but to the end itno more may ſerv you for a pretext to evil aftions, 
yu hall not loſe the recompence you hop-A tor, and you may com to morcow to my 
odging, and fetch your ſhare of the ten talents Bagiſtane's promiſed you. This man 
raviſhed with Cleonimus his generolitic, would have calt himſelt at his feet, bac hee 
would not {utfer him, and ſending him away, 1 defire no other requicall ( faid hee )) 
t that you would beean honelt man, md that by ſpeaking of this buſineſs, you 
would not diſhonor two men who are nere allied co me,and one of which is brother to 
Theander: | have told you this paſſage a lictle more at large, ro make you know of what 
temper Cleonimus his minde was, ſince hee himſelf paid his murtherers the hire wb chey 
were to have had onely for his death 3 and that after cauſes of complaine of this nature, 
againſt Bagiſtanes,and Aſtiages, hee had yet care of their reputation, & forbad that fellow 


to defame them. True it is that in this laſt effe& of goodne(s there was ſom lictle mixture - 


of intereſt, and that hee was glad to ſmother chat attempr, fearing the cauſ wonld break 
forth with the report of it, & that I might bee roo much ſpoken of in that diſcourſ.Bee- 
ing com to Babylon, hee retired to his lodging,where hee made no mention art all of whas 
had befallen him, and paſſed the night, as 1 have heard fincein his wonted cranquilitie ; 
bur the next morning,as ſoon as hee was readic hee w2nt to Theander's houly and going 
up into Aſtiages his chamber, who was not yet ſtirring, hee came to his bed fide, and 
drawing open the curtain, hee ſhewed himſelf to him. Aſtiages difſembling his hatred, 
ade him good morrow, as hee was wont to do, but Cleonimus ſeeing there was no bo- 
die with him, after hee had look'd a while upon him without ſpeaking, Aſtiages ( ſaid 
hee ') your deſign ha's not taken effeft, and the miniſters of your intention, . by the ju- 
tice of the gods have received another payment then that you made them hope for ; l 
com hither neither to take revenge for an intended murther, nor to reproch you with 
it, but to make you know that without difficultic, and without diſhonor 1 could pu- 
niſh your baſeneſs, and to put you in minge, that in the qualitie you profeſs, you had 
handſomer waies to free your ſelf of an enemie; ' I ſhould not want thenito free my 
ſelf of you, if you were not as unworthie of my reſentment, as your are to bee'The- 
ander's brother ; but fince his conſideration make's mee ſuppreſs ir, it ſhall alſo make 
mee ſuppreſs the repore of this aQion, not to ſave areputation which you have aban- 
doned; butto keep « noble bloud, in which both friendſhip, and alliance make's mes 
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concern'd, from a ſtain which could not bee gotten out of it. 'Cleonimus having ended 
theſe words, deigned not to Ray for Aſtiages his anſwer, but going forth of the cham- 
ber, lefc him in a marvellous confuſion. Wee had alreadie learned by certain countrie 
ople, that Cleonimus had fought a combate as hee was going back to Babylon thedyy 
fore ; and as ſoon as Theander heard it, hee took horſ and went preſently to him; 
having asked him the particulars of that encounter , Cleonimus conteſſed hee had been 
aſſaulted by three men, againſt whom the Gods had fo well aſſiſted him, that hee had 
gotten the better of them, but could not com tothe knowledy of his enemies, The- 
ander without ſounding any deeper into that adventure, rejoiced atghis good ſucceſs,and 
within a while after, going to his houſ, hee found 4ſtiages there, ſo confounded with 
Cleonimus his words, that hee hardly knew in what place hee was. That treacheroug 
fellow, believing his wickedneſs could not bee long concealed, reſolved to 
thoſe that might inform hisbrother of it, and having alreadie prepared himlelf for 
the diſcourſ; hee was to make to that purpoſe, defired a time to ſpeak with him in pri- 
vate. Theander retiring with him into his cloſer, gave him the libertie hee demanded; 
andthen that perfidious wretch, after long preambles to teſtifie his trouble, that hee 
was to acquaint him wich ſo ill a bulineſs, told him openly, what hee before had con- 
fuſedly ſtrove to make him believ, and proteſted to him that 1 loved Cleonimus with 
paſſion, and with ſcandal to all their race; that Bagiſtanes and hee had perceivedit 
with agreat deal of grief, and that they had endeavored co divert mee from it by en- 
treatic, andeven by ſom threatnings, which the intereſt of their bloud might autoriſg 
but that I had been inſenfible of their remonſicances, and that abuſing with Cleonimes 
the facilitie of ſo good an husband , wee by a thouſand ſcandalous ations, had made 
known our paſſion, even to thoſe that were leaſt quick(ighted. Aſtiages ſaid ſo many 
other things to Theander, that hee was wearie of tuffring him longer, and looking 
with diſdain upon him, You are too zealous, Aſtiages ( anſwered hee ) and1 have al- 
readie told you, howavell known Alcione and Cleonimus are to mee ; | ſhould bee very 
much ſatisfied with them both, if their triend(hip were yet a little greater then itiz, 
and fince that onely I am concerned in it, I will deſire them to augment it for my ſake; 
Theſe words ſpoken with a diſdainful tone, troubled, and exaſperated Aſtiages, and 
obliged him to reply with an angrie accent. It you are ſo lictle ſenſible of the diſho- 
nor of your houſ , they that may bee blemiſhed with ic are not ſo tame as you are, and 
your neareſt friends ſhall never bee reproched for having tolerated a miſchief of the 
natureof this they have diſcovered ; lance it is an extreme one, it ought not to bee 
thought ſtrange, if they apply extreme remedies to ir, and if the honor of their fami- 
ly arm them againf the deſtrojers of it. Theander was fo deeply touch'd with his di 
courſ, that againſt any bodie but a brother , hee would violently have exprefſed his 
reſentment, and in his laſt words obſerving the hatred, and the evil deſigns hee had 
againſt Cleonimus, hee preſently believed that it was hee, who had laid that ambuſh for 
him, which hee had eſcaped by his valor; and in that opinion looking ſidewaies upon 
himy . Wicked man ( ſaid hee _) thou hait diſcovered thy ſelf too much, and Inolon- 
ger doubt, but that thou thy ſelf didit fet on thole villains to affaflinate Cleonimus. 
Aſtiages grew pale at that accuſation, and by a manifelt trouble made Theander ſee his 
reproches were true. That belief having enflamed him with anger, Ah ! thou unwor- 
thie Fellow, ( continued hee _) that art the ſhame and diſhonor of our bloud thy (elf; 
what examples haft- thou among our. kindred of. ſuch a baſeneſs? ah! 1 need no 
longer doubt it, and the knowledg | have ever had of thy wicked inclinations, doth 
but too much fortife mee in that conceit. Theander accompanied theſe words witha 
torrent of others, which ſo. daſh'd Aftiages that hee was a long time e're hee could pet 
out of, his confuſion, but at laſt triving to recover himſelf, 'and laboring to ſhewa 
confidence; If you were not my brother ( ſaid hee )) 1 would! make you | Tock how 
ſenfibleT am of: calumnies of this riature; and if Cleonimus perliſt's in this opinion, 
hee (hall ſee Iam not ignorance of themeans to diſabuſe him. Theander laughing at that 
brayado, deſpiſed him more then hee.did . before, and after baving uſed a thouſand re- 
proches to him, with expreſs threats; which Aſftiages anſwered onely with a confuſion 
that abſolutely confemed his brother in his tormer belief, not beeing able to ſtay 
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longer with him, hee went away direQtly to Cleonimus. As ſoon as hee ſaw him, hee 
ran to him with open arnas, ſaying, Dear Cleonimus, it my brother bee wicked, it my 
brother bee baſe, wee are neither guiltie of his crimes, nor of his baſeneſs; and you 
ought not extend your reſentment unto. mee, who will no more confider him as 
my brocher, but as a traitor, and as a murtherer. Cleonimus was much ſurpriſedat this 
diſcourſ, and believing that Theander by otber means had learn'd the whole truth of 
the buſiaels, did no longer diſavow that which by an admirable diſcretion hee had re- 
ſolved to conceal, both trom him, and from all men living. Theander beeing aſſured of 
his brother's crime, firſt by Cleonimus his tflence, and then by his confeſſion, defired 
to know the particulars of ir, and Cleonimys having told him all, made him ch 
color a thouſand times, and a thouſand times deteſt his deitinie, which had made him 
bee born of ſo wicked a race. After this diſcourſ, hee ingenuouſly made him ac- 
quainted with all chat Aſtiages had ſaid to him, and informed him ot his jealoufie in 
terms, and with an ation whereby hee found that though hee had the greateſt intereſt 
in the bulineſs, hee was not moved with it at all. Cleonimus nevertheleſs ſhrunk ug 
his ſhoulders at the hearing of it, and looking upon him with a countenance extra. 
ordinarily troubled ; I knew ( {aid hee) Fortune would bee jealous of the happineſs 
I enjoy in your friendfhip, and that I mult bee fain tofollow the uſual courl of my 
deltiniz, which never granted mee a laſting felicitie ; After the ſuſpicions of Aſtiages, 
and Bagianes I cannot bee innocent, fince I have given them occahion to canceiy them; 
but that they may take no more, neither from my preſence, nor from my imprudent 
carriage, 1 will abſenc my ſelt both from Alcione, and trom you, and will moderats 
the griet of that ſeparation,by the remembrance of a repoſe which I will never trouble. 
Theander would not ſuffer Cleonimus to go on, but embracing him with much affe&i- 
on, I had rather ( faid hee) that Aſtiages, and Bagiſtanes were in their graves, then 
that you ſhould continne an hour in that thought, let them avoid your light themſelys, 
if ir bee luſpeRed to them, and let them riot envie a happineſs they are incapable ta 
give mee 3 Alcione, | will follow you if you go away, and though you will | our 
companie, wee will tie our ſelvs inſepaxably to yours. Theander {poke thele words 
wich (o paſſionate an acr, that Cleonimus was moved with them, and conſidering The- 
ender's good" nature, and the heartie atte&ion hee bore him, hee could ſcarcely wich» 
hold tears, which the force of his friend({hip.was like to have drawn from his cies, and 
embracing him with an exceſs of love, O Gods ! ( cried hee ) ſhould | not bee a thou» 
ſand times more faithleſs then our {landerers, if 1 could ever have a thought to betray 
ſuch a friend as Theander ? | will never fear it added Theander, and if this calumnie 1 
bave told you of, make's you abate any thing of your familiaritie toward Alcione, 
ſhall beliey you have ill interpreted my intentions, and that you are becom my ene- 
mie. | will rather becom my own ( replied Cleonimus ) and beeing your will ſhall ever 
bee mine, 1 will live both at your houſ, and every whereelC as you ſhall enjoin mee, 
but to give you further proofs of my innocence, Alcione ſhall cell you the true cauſ of 
the hatred of Aſtiages and Bagiſtanes; 'twas by my entreatic ſhee ha's deferr*d to acquaint 
you with it all this while, and by my conſent you ſhould never have heard any thing 
that could trouble your contentment, if my enemies had not broughe things to an ex+ 
tremitie; now it were no longer wiſdom to conceal the truth of it from you z but you 
ſhall learn.ic from the mouth of Alcione who is the moſt concerned in it, and in whom 
it will bee more handſomto tell it you, then in a man who may bee grown ſufpeted, 
by reaſon of a treacherie, the memorie whereof is yet ſo freih. Tbeander proteſted to 
hima thouſand times that hee would riever ſuſpet him, and prelled him a long time 
to draw that confeſſion from him, which hee reterr'd to mee; but hee defetided hin» 
{elf ſo well againſt his importunicies that hee gave them over, and defiring to com 
back to mee that day to give mee account of all theſe adventures, and to farisfie his 
own curiolitie, hee left (leonimus, after haying, made hin promil(s that hiee would com 
and (ce us the nexe day at: the furtheſt. Before hee returned hither hee ſaw Aftiages 
again, and when hee had laid his crime beface his cies, wich words full of reproches, 
and inveCtives, hee procelted to. him that if any evil happened to Cleonimus, no bodie 
d b:equeltianed for is but hee and Bogner, fine cheir ill intentions had diſcos 
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vered themſelvs, both by witneſſes, and proofs that were irreprochable. I believ this 
threat ſecured Cleonimus his life, which would have been in great danger, it hisene 
mies had not feared to bee accuſed of it after ſuch maniteſt appearances. In the mean 
time having got looſ from a good number of his friends, who were com to ſee him, 
and from whom hee carefully hid the Autors of his adventure, hee went abroad to 
make ſom vilite, but as hee paſſed through the ſtreet , hee chanced to ſee the gan to 
whom hee had given his life the day before, and to whom hee had promiled the re 
ward, which hee was to have received from Bagiſtanes for his death ; although Cleoni- 
mus had given him order co com and fetch the monie at his lodging, hee had not 
the impudence to goand demand a recompence which hee ſo il] deſerved, and content- 
ed himſelf with the mercie hee had received, without daring to preſent himſelf before 
him ; but Cleonimus having ſpied him, remembred his promiſe, and beeing a moſt reli. 
qe oblerver of all thole hee made, hee called him, and carrying him to his chamber 

is own ſelf, gave him the ſum hee had promiſed him. The tellow confounded with 
ſo extraordinarie a liberalitie, caſt himſelf at his feet, and ſpeaking to him, as to a man 
whoſe virtue was little leſs then divine, hee beſeeched him to diſpoſe of his life, andto 
command him ſomthing whereby hee might have occation to hazard it, Cleonimus ac- 
knowledging his good will ; ſince you are fo thankful (faid hee) you muſt needs do 
mee aſervice, which I can receiv from no bodie bur you, and that is to give alter into 
Bagiſtanes his own hand, which | will write to him, and which cannot well bee deli- 
vered but by yours. Fear him not, 1 ſhall bee able to defend you againſt him, and 
\ againſt all choſe whom my conſideration ſhall make your enemies. T he man having 
offred himſelf with a great deal of joy, to perform what hee defired, Cleonimus called 
for paper, and wrote to Bagiſtanes in thele terms. 


Cleonimus to Bagiſtanes, 


f &- miniſter of your generoſitie, come's to demand the recompence you promiſed him, itws 
not bis fault if hee bath not ſerved you to your minde, and if your defign bath not taken ef- 
felt, "tis becauſ Fortune doth net alwaies ſecond great and noble enterpriſes. This laſt, wherein 
you imploied this bearer, is of a nature that may leav you a gallant reputation ; bee for his pay 
ment deſired a letter of recommendation to you, and bee believed bee could not addreſs bimſe 
better, then to bim who hath the happineſs to be your Nephew, and to whom you bave ſbewel (6 
freſh, and ſo obliging proofs of your friendſhip z if uearneſs of bloud tied mee to yu 
ore, the rememÞPrance of that favor give's you the diſpoſing of a life whereof you have 
a = deal of care, and which cannot bee leſt with more glorie, nor with more advantage, then 
yes nit may facilitate your poeſsing of thaj cruel Ladie whom you ſo wirtouſly honor with your 
eftion. 


Cleonimus having written this letter, gave it to the man who carried it to Bagiſtanes, 
This was all the revenge hee would take of him, beeing of an age which forbad him 
any other, and [ believ it wasnot ſo light a one as hee imagined, and Pagiſtanes alreadie 
vext that his defign had ſucceeded ſo ill, was like to have burſt with ſpite ar ſuch jub, 
and ſuch jeering reproches ; but beeing very ſubtil, hee made no ſhew of it, and within 
a few daiecs after, hee that had been the bearer of them vaniſhed, and never could bee 
heard on fince, whereupon wee belived that Bagiſtanes and Afiiages had cauſed him to 
bee made away , that the world might no longer bear ſo undeniable a witneſs of their 
villanie. In this interim Theander was com home to us, and had told mee the partict- 
lacicies of Aſtiages his treacherie, and of Cleonimus his generofitiez and after hee bad 
related the diſcourſ hee had with his brother, whoſe rage hee de[cribed to mee in the 
terms wherewith [ have repreſented it to you, hee made mee acquainted with what had 
Paſſed between him and Cleonimus upon that ſubjeR, and praied mee to make the recital 
which hee had referred to mee. I was before ſufficiently diſpoſed to give him that ſatiſ- 
fattion of my own accord, as ſoon as | knew C teonimus dilep it not, I ſtaid not 
for a ſecond entreatie, but-told him @ large of all the tions I had yo 
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Bagiſtanes, and his perfidious brother , even to the ſnialleſt particulars, in the ſame 
manner as I have related them to you. 1 know not what judgment you will make of 
qbeander's proceeding in this encounter, but for mine own part I was very ill fatisfied 
with it; Hee indeed dereſted the treacherie of Aſtiages, and called him a hundred times 
baſe tellow, and unworthie to bee born of noblebloud ; but hee ſeemed not at all touch- 
ed with any reſentment againſt Bagiſtanes, and inſteed of falling into anger againſt him, 
hee did nothing bur laugh at his weakneſs, and when hee ſaw 1 was but little pleaſed 
wich his coldnels in that buſineſs, What, Madam ( faid hee ſmiling, to vex mee the 
more ) are you cruel then to thoſe that love you? I had ſutfredroo much by Bagiſtanes 
his importunities to bee able ro turn them into jelting ; but Theander made himſelf 
ſpore with them, and after hee had Jaught at them a while, Alcione ( continued hee ) 
ou have told mee nothing of. Bagiſtanes, which | have not ſeen him praftiſetoward all 
his neareſt kinſwomen, and believ that no degree of proximitie ever freed any of them 
from him who were handſom enough to move his love, but I never ſaw any bodie jea- 
lous of him; and hee is nowgf an aye to caul” more pittie of his weakneſs, or mote 
mirth at his follies, then.fear of any danger by him. For my part Alcione I proteſt to 
you this jealoulie ſhall never break pny ſleep, and that itſhall ever bee the ſmalleſt of my 
afflitions. If you had ſooner communicated your troubles to mee, 1 ſhould without 
doubt have diminiſhed them,and perchance 1 ſhould have made you tinde divertiſement, 
in that which hath been matter of vexation to you. I could not approve of this hu-+ 
mor of Tbeanders, and yet | was very much eaſed by baving disburdened my (elf of part 
of my cares, and within a while after Cleonimus beeing com, joined in our converſa- 
tion, and ſeconded T heander's opinion in fiuch manner, that | began to beliey my miſ{- 
fortunes were leſs then | had fancied them. After wee had for ſom time diſcourſed mer- 
rily upon that ſubje&, Theander falling again to bee ſerious, praied mee, or rather com- 
manded mee before Cleominus, to love him till as my brother, and as his ſecond ſelf, 
and proteſted to mee that the moſt ſenfible diſcontent hee could receiv, would bee to 
ſee nice diminiſh any thing of that affeftion hee required from mee, upon any confi- 
&ration whatſoever. Afterwards they reſolved, that for the ſhort time Bagiſtanes ac- 
cording to the courſ of nature had to live, Iſhould not uſe him ill, and that I ſhould 
receiv his follies as matters of paſtime. [In theſe entertainments, and other pleaſing 
divertiſements, wee ſpent yet ſom few dajes here with my father and mother, after 
which wee returned to Babylon. Aſtiages had left his lodging at our houf, and was 
gon tolie in the Cittadel with his unckle; Theander,to whom his crimes, and the at- 
tempts hee had made upon mee for Bagiſtanes his ſatisfaftion, had rendred him odious, 
was not able to endure him longer within his doors, and Afiages himſelf was better 
-"_y to bee with a mai; of his own humor, then among perſons that deteſted 
im, 

It was about that time that our countrie was almoſt every where full of ſouldiers, 
and that Dariws after the loſs of the battel of Tſus, recruting his forces in theſe parts to 
prepare himſelf for a third, retired himſelt into our citie; The Court there was very 
great, and fair, though che Queens and Princeſſes who were wont to make up the reſt, 
part of it were abſent at that time, by a cruel ſervitude. 

Since it is onely my particular hiſtorie you defire , 1 will not recount that of the 
State, nor the things that paſſed then at Babylon, in which | have no intereſt at all, 
Yet can I not forbear to tell you, Madam, tharc among thoſe who were moſt conſidered 
near Darius, | often ſaw the Prince Oroondates your brother, his admirable aftions, and 
the King's favor had made him ſo remarkable, that it was hard for the meaneſt perſons 
to bee ignorant who hee was. And indeed my brother and} had preſerved the Tdea of 
him ſo well, that though four or five years, which arerun out ſince,” have made ſom al- 
teration in his face, yet was it not enough to make us miſtake him, and if weetill 
now have difſembled that knowledg of him , 'twas becauſ wee found his intention 
was not to diſcover himſelf. I ſaw him exerciſe the troups hee had ſent for ont of Scy- 
thia, after themanner of their countric, in a Plain near the citic, and in all his ations 
hee had ſo marvellous a grace, that it was hard to looſ the remembrance of ir. 1 will 
tell you likewiſe that Theander and Cleonimus had the honorto bee known to him, me 
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that the report of their virtue which was very greatin this countrie, made them often 
receiv thoſe favors from him, which hee was wont to ſhew to all virtaous perſons, 
As concerning my ſelf, I remember thac at the King's hirit coming thither, my perlecu- 
ger gave mee {om reſpite, and the multitude of his affairs , or his diligence in waiting 
at the Court, freed mee for ſom time from his viſits, which Theander made mee ſuffer 
whether I would or no, and wherewith hee {till would mock mee, which ſomtimes 
made mee angrie, and in the end made mee reſolv, to affli& my ſelf lefs then | was 
wont, and to take( if I could pollibly without contributing to it ) my part in his di- 
vertiſement; but the firſt moneth beeing paſt, the wicked old man fell again to his old 
courſes with more eagerneſs then before, and telling Theander what hee was able todo 
for the advancement of his fortune , hee made 10 good uſe of that advantage, thatl 
was moretroubled with him then ever ; though | tvok his perſecutions no moreto 
heart, as Thad don formerly, yes could | never conſtrain my (elf to give him a good 
look, as Theauder would have had mee to make ſport with him, and not unde —_— 
any jelting in matters of that nature, I made him n— all my ations, that Ic 
never bee capable of any thought to bis advantage. This aſſurance wherein hee hada 
chouland occafions to confirm himſelf, exaſperated him in extremitie, and believi 
that Cleonimus was the chiefeſt obſtacle yo his intentiuns , hee reſolved to ſet his lat 
engines awork, either to ruine him, or to drive him away from mee; Hee wavered a 
long time, thinking what counſel hee ſhouldtake, and it hee ſpared Cleonimus his life, 
againſt which hee might have made a ſecond attempt , 'twas not fo much any ſenſ of 
virtue, or conlideration of alliance that reftrained him, zs his tear of the Laws, from 
which hce was not exempr, not doubting bur that after what hee had alreadie don, hee 
ſhould bee called to account if any miſchief ſhould befal Cleominus. This apprehenfion 
ſtopt his violenc reſolutions, and made him betake himſelf ro other inventions to ba» 
niſh him from mee, Hee at firſt ſought out means to ſet difſention between my huf- 
band and him, without engaging mee in the buſineſs, but having vainly endeavoredto 
make them fall out, his rage grew to ſuch an extremitie, that hee no longer conſidered 
mee, but determined blindly to tric all waies co advance his revenge , and his other 
wang yo defigns. Hee had alreadie made fo good ule of- his power with Theander, that 
ce had perſwaded him to bee reconciled to Aftiages , and though that diſloial man 
lodged ſtill with his unckle, yet came hee often to vitite his brother, but hee never ſpoke 
word of Bagiſtanes, and carried himſelf roward mee with a very preat coldnelſs, hee ſtill 
avoided meeting with Cleonimus, and Cleonimus ſhunn'd him, and Bagi;7anes fo carefully, 
that hee never met either of them at our houſ. Theſe two wicked wretches united to- 
gether, labored jointly to deſtroy mee, and when they thought they had recoveredall 
the credit they were wont to have with my husband , they torgot nothing that could 
ruine us, and ſtrove to make Theander obſerv our familiarities, with ſuch an induſtrie 
as might without much difficultie have perplexc any other husband ; but his 
friend(hip to Cleominus, and his goodneſs tro mee were ſo great, that for a long time, 
heeeither laught at what they faid, orelf received it as from ſuſpected perſons. Thele 
traitors ſeeing thernſelvs deceived in their expeCtation, reſvlved to proſecute their crime 
yet further, to leav nothing unattempted to take revenge of a man, that hindred their 
deſigns, though with the loſs of my honor, and that of cur houſ. For this purpole 
having well contrived their treacherie, and given inſtruftions to the perſon they were 
ro way. — þ- and whom they had bribed a long time before, they made uſe of the plot! 
now will tell you, to decriv Theander. 

As hee came back one night from the Palace , where hee had ſpent part of the day, 
and from whence hee returned not till after the King was in bed, hee had an encour- 
ter hard by our door , which hath ſince coſt mee ſo many tears, ard which without 
doubt will make mee uy them forth all the reſt of my miſerable life. When hee was 
cloſe by his own hou, hee by the light of a torch which one of his ſervants carried 
before him, ſaw one of my maids com out, who was the very ſame my enemies by thelr 
preſents had corrupted. The wench came forth withour a light, and ſeemed to goin 
great deal of fear,when the footman holding his to her face,help'd his maſter to diſcover 
her, Theander wondring to ſee a maid com out of his houſ at midnight, and wits a 
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candle, called her by her name, but ſhee beeing thus known , firlt by crying out made 
ſhew to bee much ſurpriſed, and then having made as if ſhee would have run away, O 
Gods !' ( ſaid (hee ) 1 amundon, andat the ſame time, ſhee tore a paper which ſhee 
had in her hand, and thruſt the pieces of it haſtily into her mouth. T his ation which 
was but too heedfully obſerved by the abuſed Theander., cauſed a chilnels to run 
throuyh all his bodie, and gave him apprehenlions. which hee had never felt before. 
Hee came cloſe to the wench in an extreme trouble, and ſtopping her by the arm, whi- 
ther goeſt thou (ſaid hee ) nd whither wert thou carrying that paper which 1 ſaw thee 
rear jult now ? The maid faininga deadly tear, ſunk down at his feet, andembracing 
his knees, Ah ! Sir( ſaid ſhee I beſeech you pardon mee; and repeating thoſe words 
twice or thrice, ſhee appeared to bee ſtrucken with ſo great an aſtoniſhment, that The- 
ander's was redoubled by ir, Speak ( faid hee) and it thou wilt have mee pardon thee, 
confeſs thy fault to mee preſently. That ſubtil wench wiping her cies, and ſeeming to 
tremble, Ah ! Sir, (replied ſhze.) my obedience is very guiltie, but yet both my Ladie, 
and1 are more innocent in effe& then in appearance, and it 1 tore this letter, it was my 
fear that made mee imprudently commit that fault. Bur from whom, and to whom 
wert thou carrying it ? demanded Theander haftily. My Ladie ( anſ{wered ſhee ) ſent 
ic to Cleonimws. Theander quite confounded, or rather quite belides himſelf, eying the 
wench trom head to foot, Did Alcione (C ſaid hee ) ſend chee to Cleonimas at this time 
of the night, and in the dark as | mect thee? Ah! Sir, (replied that wicked wench ) 
I wiſh co the gods that I were dead, fince my imprudence is ſo hurtful to my Miltreſs, 
and perchance cauſe's ſuſpicions in you againk her, which you ought not to conceiv. 
Theander who began alreadic to ſwallow the poiſon that was prepared for him, would 
not talk longer with her in the ſtreet, but command:d her to bee gon to her chamber, 
and to be ſilent as ſhee loved her life; Hee neither threatned her,nor asked her any thing 
more, fearing to make his ſervants acquainted with the cauſ of his trouble, and to 
learn news himſelf, which his growing jealouſfie made him alreadie to apprehend, and 
coming up into my chamber, where I was alreadie in bed, hee bad mee good night, but 
*ewas in a way very different from his ordinarie manner, and with a countenanceſv 
chanzed, that preſently I believ'd hee was not well. Having ask'd him haſtily how he 
did, hee told mee hee found himſelf a little indiſpoſed, and beeing mo hee came 
to bed in ſo deep a ſadneſs, that if the cauſ of ir had been known, it would have mo- 
ved piticeven in tho'e that had been moſt inſenſible; the difquict I was in for fear 
of his health, having kept mee awake a good part of the night, made mee know like- 
wiſe how hee reſted, and made mee hear the ſighs hee drew from the bottom of his heart 
In ſo great abundance, that I believed his bodie had leſs part in that indiſpolition then 
his minde. I asked him often how hee did, but hee hardly anſwered mee, letting mee 
know | ſhould oblige him if I left him at quiet. As ſoon as it was day hee aroſe, and 
going out of my chamber, hee came not home again till evening, 1 found him as ſad as 
the night before, and preſſing himto tell mee the cauſ, Madam ( ſaid hee ) I pray you 
pardon my ill humor,it will paſs over if it pleaſ the gods, &I my ſelt am ignorant of the 
cauf, in the mean time need onely a little reſt,and | beſeech you to grant it mee. Having 
ſaid lo, hee expreſſed a deſire tolie in his own Chamber for ſom few nights, and when 
[ had given order to have it made readie, hee bade mec good night, and left mee in a 
greater confulion then | am able to repreſent. Hee was ſo little accuſtomed to ſpeak to 
mee, in a ſtyle like that of his laſt words, and to conceal the cauſ of his aftliftions from 
mee, that by this unexpefted change, I was like to have gueſſed part of my misfor- 
tunes. True it is that | had ever ſeen him fo far from the thoughts that then tor- 
mented him, that I had much ado to ſuſpet him of them; and I knew my ſelf ſo in- 
nocent, that I did not believ hee in my moſt faultie ations could finde any reaſonable 
pretence for his il] humor. In this confuſion of thoughts 1 paſſed the night, and as 
ſoon as I was up, I went into his chamber, where 1 found him walking with his arms 
acroſs upon his breaſt, and lifting up his eies to heaven, with all the ations of a per- 
ſon mortally afflifted, 1could not forbear running to him with open arms. Dear The- 
ander ( faidT ) havel not interrupted you ? yes, ( anſwered hee coldly ) and you would 
oblige mee it you will leay mee alone, fince ſolitude is the greateſt eaſ I can give my 
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trouble. Theſe words, and the accent wherewith hee ſpoke them, froze mee with a 
deadly a enlion, Ah! Theander ( cried | ) I fear you have left loving mee. Hg 
anſwered mee at firſt onely by a deep ſigh, and after hee had look'd a while uponmye 
without ſpeaking, Madam( replied hee) I pray you leay mee. Ang turning his backte 
went to lean upon a window that was toward the garden. 1 would not trouble hin 
further, but retired into my chamber, ſiracken with a mortal griet. There it was tha 
refleting upon Theanders words and ations , I found occaſion enough toeſteem ay 
ſelf unhappie, and could make no other conjeCture, but that either 1 by my depore- 
ments, had drawn my husband's hatred upon mee; or that ſome new affeftion made 
him wearie of my companie. I reſolved nevertheleſs upon the worſt events that could 
happen, and to bear his ill humor, or his inconſtancie, without murmuring, Cleoy- 
214 was as much puzzled in it as 1, and not beeing able to draw any ws # trom 
him of his diſcontent, hee onely comforted mee, and confirmed mee in the reſolutiog 
I had taken. Many daies paſſed on this manner, in which I received not any mark of 
Theander's former afftetion, nor any otherill uſage trom him, then what 1 foundin 
his tilence, and in his coldneſs 3 both of them encreafed every day,and Theander beeing 
becom inſen{ible of the diſcourl of Cleonimas, and of his other friends, plunged hins 
ſelf more and more into that penfive ſadne!'s which quickly changed his countenance, 
and became powerful enough to have ſent him to his grave, without the aſliitanceit re 
ceived. I talked often with (leonimus touching my misfortune, and our friend(hi 
which our enemies maliciouſly cauied the unhappie Theaxder to obierv, redoubled hy 
jealoulie very vehemently, and made it in the end fo ſtrong that it was no longer ina 
condition to bee ſhut in, 

I was one day in my bed, where my watchinvs and my forrows had made me 
drowzie, when | know not with what intention hee came into my chamber,wherel had 
not ſcen him of many dajes, the delire I had to obferv his ations made mee keep dil} 
inthe poſture I was in, and feign my ſelf afleep. Hee walked a great while up and down 
without ſpeaking, or without coming near thebed, but in the end hee came on the 
further fide of it, and having half opened the curtain, hee be lieved 1 was aſleep, and 
ſate down, beginning to look upon mee, with motions which onely hee was ableta 
repreſent. Hee continued long in that poſture, keeping his etes fixt upon my face, and 
mine were not ſocloſe ſhut, but that through che tingers of one of my hands which 
lay upon my cheek I could eaiily obferv him; his looks grew inflamed, and milde 
again by fits, but in their different motions, they naturally expreſſed the differenc agi- 
tations of his ſoul. And hee contented himſelt with making them ſpeak tor him, but 
at laſt his paſſion was too _ for his reſolution, ſo that by the violence of ic for- 

etting his determination to hold his peace: Ah ! Alcioze ( ſaid hee ſoftly ) is it poſſe 
ble thon ſhouldeſt bce fall ro mee? 1 was io nearly touch'd with theſe words, which hee 
: ſpoke loud enough to bee heard by mee, that loſing the remembrance of my feigned 
p, which might have given mee a fuller knowledg of my wisfortune, 1 fate up ofa 
{udden, as hee roſe from the bed fide, and topping him by the arm, wich a kinde of a 
dittratted ation. I? Theander ( ſaid] ) am1 fall to you? Theander ſeeing himlſclt beld 
ſo, ſtrove to turn away his face from mee, and putting his hand up to his cies, to re 
ſtrain ſom tears which would have broken forth with violence. Alcione ( replicd bee ) 
L dowhat 1 can to jultihe you in my thoughts ; but Alcione it is impoſſible. And withs 
out ſpeaking or hearkning to mee any more, hee pull'd his arm away from mee, and 
going out of my chamber, left mee in the condition you may imagine. It would bex 
both fuperfiuous and tedious Ladies, to repeat my lamentations after this aſſurance of 
my misfortune, I faid all that a violent grief can make one ſay, and in the pangs it pug 
mee in, I ſpared neither my hair nor my face. Whar, ( faid I, halfout of my wits )ſhall 
thy husband accufe thee of infidelitie, and wilt thou ſurvive that accuſation ? ſhall thas 
husband who is ſo dear to thee, and in whom thou haſt bounded all thy thoughts, with 
ſoentire a reſignation, believ thou haſt betraid bim, and reproch therewith it himlelf, 
and thou not endeavor even with the peril of thy life, co juſtific thy ſelf ? Ah ! ng, 
Atcione, either die, or blot ſo finifter an opinion out of his minde , and ſuffer nox 
that ingrateful nan, whom thou haſt too dearly loved, to confirm himſelf in it by thy 
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ſilence, and by thy patience. In this thought, I leap'd out of the bed, and without con- 
ſulting any turther, | ran into T beander's chamber, whither they told mee hee went ig 
when hee came out ot mine; As ſoon as] ſaw himl could not forbear crying our 
Theander, My dear The ander, is it poſlible you ſhould believ mee falſ? Theander an(wered 
mee without beeing moved. I know. not what you are, but would give all my bloud 
that you were innocent. Ah! it ] am not ſo( replied 1) kill mee; but if I bee not 
faultie, reſtore mee that affetion which I have loſt, and without which 1 cannot live. 
The abuſed Tbeander, halt diſtraited with ill impreſſions, . was not at all couched with 
what | ſaid, but getting Jool from my hands, Madam ( faid hee ) you take mee with- 
out doubt for Cl:onimaus. T heſe words were Jike a thunder-clap to mee, and hee had 
no ſooner ſpoken them, . but ( whether it were to get out of my fight, or that hee re- 
perited hee had ſaid ſo much ) hee went out of the chamber, and left mee there alone. 
| was inſtantly overwhelmed with an infinite number of ſorrowtful thoughts, andI1 de- 
plored my diſaſter by a deluge of rears, and by words full of diſtration; I called the 
ods who knew my innocence, to my juſtification , and refiefting upon whatſoever 1 
had don with Cleonimus that was moſt criminal, I could not forbear accuſing Theander 
of injuſtice and inhumanicie. Then it was that with g great deal of grief 1 ſaw my 
ſelf reduced to a necellicie of baniſhing the innocent, and generous Cleonimas, and 
confeſs to you Ladies, that 1 could nat diſpoſe my minde to it without much violence. 
Loved him fince I mult own it, and lince I have loudly declared it, I loved himmore 
then all the perſons of the world except my husband, but the continuation of my diſ- 
cour{ will juſtifie my aft-&ion, and make you ſee, that it yielded ( as ic was fitic 
ſhould) to another that was more legitimate 3 Alas ! ſcarce had I taken this reſolution, 
when | ſaw him com into my chamber z3 That (ſight cauſed a beating at my heart, and 
ferch'd tears from my eies, knowing his friend[hip to mee was ſuch, that hee could 
not without trouble, hear the news I had to tell him. The condition hee found mee 
in grieved him very much, and chough of late daies hee began to bee accuitomed to it, 
hee asked m22, what | ailed, and beeing ſet down by mee, hee from my lilence drew an 
omen that was ill enough. I kept ic Rill a great while, and felt ſo much conſtraint in 
the aXion | was to do, that I knew not how | ſhould bee able to diſcharge it. In the end 
I took conrage, and forcinz my ſorrow. Cleonimus ( faid1 ) hitherto my miſcries have 
but little touch'd mee, but now they have changed their nature; and | may ſay they are 
com to the laſt extremiries, fince they reduce mee to the moſt crael of all neceſſities ; It 
is time ( dear Cleonimus ) to put you in minde of our bargain, I obſerved ir regularly 
while our friend{hip gave ſuſpicion onely to Afiages and Bagiſtanes; I have ſeen you 
with as mach joy, and fatisfation, as it was lawtul for mee to have; but now, —gueſs 
the reſt ( continned1) O ! Cleonimus , and ſpare mee the pains of telling you what 
you may ealily conjeture. Cleonimus who changed color at theſe words, not ſutfring 
me to proceed, I underſtand you coulin (ſaid hee ) Theander himſelt is becom jealous. 
Hee is ſobut too much ( replied | ) and 'tis from his own mouth I have received that de- 
claration. 'Tis ſathcient dear coulin ( added Cleonimus lifting up his cies to heaven ) 
"ts ſufficient, an41 know well enough what Iam obliged to, ic is a misfortune, which 
I alcealic have bath apprehended and begun to prepare my (elf for of late. I will free 
my dear Theander of the oczalton of his diſcontents, and by my abſence will reſtore 
hima rep3ſe, which ſh4]l ever bee dearer co mze. then my own. To fay the truth I bes 
gan alceadie to think my ſelf faultie coward him, and 1 innocently gave him offence, 
which cauſed in m2e a real remarC ; although my aff:&ion to. you, never bred any 
defires in mze to his prejudice, I feel neyerthele(s chat it is too ſtrong for one that nei- 
ther is, nor can bee your husband,, and by a long converſation perchance it might: be- 
com {o powertal, as to give him true cauſes to condemn it. I never declared fo much 
to you before; an4 though this confeſſion b:e innocent enough, 1 would nat make ic 
to you it I were not upon the point of repairing that fault, by an exile (athciencly 
rigorous to a pzrſon that ha's thoughts like mine. Ileav you my dear coulin, and if 1 
cannot ſay | l:av you withoat griet, I will at lea't proteſt traely. co you, that in my for- 
row the conlt4:cation of the grief 1 reſtorz you, will bring, mee an exceeding great 
conſolation. 1 ask no longer tim: of you, for. my departure from Babylon, then till ro 
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morrow, in the morning 1 will go out of theſe wals, and will bid them farewel, per- 
haps eternally. In the mean cime, O my too dear coulin, if without offending 7 hear 
der, I may beg ſom part in your memory , remember that though Cleonimus loved you 
with a moſt pure affe&tion, hee loved you yet more then himſelf, and that neither 
length of time, nor diſtance of place, which ſhall ſeparate us, can never bee able tg 
cure him of his thoughts for you. Although Cleonimus brought forth thele word 
with a great deal of conſtancie, | confeſs all mine vaniſhed , and 1 was ſeized with 1g 
violenc a grief,that ie made mee forget part of my dutie, and ſhed tears, which [ vainly 
endeayored to reſtrain. After I had wiped them away , Cleonimar ( laid 1 )I will toe 
ever remember you, and you alſo may remember that Alcione loved you as much, and 
po more then ſhee could without offending her husband, and that it the gods 
not engaged her to a husband worthie of her affe&ion, ſhee would preferr Cle 
nimus, before all the Mionarchs of the earth , and would bound all her ftelicities onely 
in him. The trouble | was in made mee ſpeak theſe words , wherein there was ſom: 
thing more then was fitting, and which without doube 1 ſhould have had much add 
get out, in another ſcaſon, but I was more carried away when | gave him the laſt tare- 
wel, and did aftions which could not bee excuſed but by a like encounter nor repair- 
ed but by thoſe which followed them, and which will withouc doubt make you par. 
don part of my faults. Cleonimus parted from mee on this manncr, and in that parting, 
hee appeared more lovely to mee then hee had don in all the other aftions of his lik 
and indeed to ſpeak truly of it, this laſt had ſomthing in it extreme obliging, andihar 
* perfeft reſignation wherewith hee forſook his countrie, anduſed perhaps ſom vioknee 
to his own inclination to contribute to my repoſe, and to that of my dear hugband, 
expreſſed a moſt real generofitie, and a moſt powerful conlideration ot nee. Hee was 
no ſooner gon but | went into my chamber, where joining that grief ©© my former 
afflitions, I paſſed the reſt of the day in ſo woful a conditicn, that the obdurate The- 
exder himſelf, could not have ſeen ic without beeing couch'd with compallion, I ſpent 
all that night in the ſaddeſt thoughts, which e misfortune like mine could pallbly 
rodace, and I do not denie, but that the departure of the innocent Cleonimas made 
om part of my forrows, and that his laſt words, and his laſt ations came into my re- 
membrance with ſtrength enough to work moſt ſenlibly upon mee, but his conlidera- 
tion vaniſhed before that of my reputation, and of my husband's contenemene ; and 
I was ſo nearly touch'd with theſe two laſt, that I cook a firm reſolution to die, or to 
recover the afte&tion I had loſt, either by my misfortune, or by my imprudence. In this 
deſign as ſoon as it was day, and that 1 was dreſs'd, 1 went into untortunate bear 
der's chamber 3 where as I have told you, hee had lien for ſom nights betore, but the 
entrance whereof was not forbidden tnee, for all he was ſo much incenſed. As foonas 
I came in, I went cloſe to his bed, and having found him aſleep, 1 kneel'd down bythe 
ſide of it, where I confidered him with inward motions, tull of grief, and affeCtion, 
I had not patience to ftay till hee was awake, nor had | boldnels enough ro waken 
him, knowing well that in the termis I then ood with him, my former liberties were 
not permitted mee; TI continued on this manner till wandes ery but hee no ſooner 
opened his eics when ſeeing mee by him, hee ſighed vehemently twice or thrice, and 
turned his head the other way; O gods! ( faid cer, will you never let mee reſi? 
T was pR_c forſuch a welcom, 1 and not beeing at all terrified by it from my detign 
No, cruel man, ( aafwered I )I will never let you reſt, till you reftore mee him, you 
have unjuſtly taken from mee. Turn not away Theander, but if you have yet the leal 
rethembrance of that affeion you once bore mee, tell mee by what faulc 1 have deſer- 
ved your hatred. Hee with whom you reproched mee, and who withcut doubt hath 
diſturbed the tranquilitie of your minde, ſhall give you no more diſquiets, norno 
more ſuſpicions, and ſhee who in your opinion is moſt criminal, will either ceal «0 
bee ſo if you pleaſ, or ceaf to live, if you continue your late uſage to her. While | 
ſpake thele words, | did all 1 could to make him turn toward mee, but that poor abu- 
ſed man, whoſe reaſon was half loſt by the violence of his jealouGe, was not atall 
moved with them, and pulling one of his hands away from mee, which I had taken; 


Fear not, (faid hee ) fear not any worſ uſage from my reſentment then what pou have 
A ie 
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already received; my grief may well ſend mee to my grave, but it ſhall never make 
mee igjure her | have too dearly and too pertedtly loved 3 what(oever is fatal in my 
reſolutions ſhall be turned againſt my ſelf, and you may live with ſecuritie, but live 
without my triead(hip, which you have ſo ungratetully diſdained. Theſe words ut- 
terly baniſhed from my foul, that ſmal delire of lite which yet remained in mee, and 
believing 1 (hould pals the reit of it, onely in torments that would make it a thouſand 
times worl then death, I reſolv'd co end ic in the fight of that ingrateful man, both 
to ſatisfie his reſentment and to blot out of his minde , by the laſt of my aGions, 
thoſe jealoulics hee ſo unjulily had conceived. In this deſign, without conſulting 
further, 1 aroſe from the place where | was, and ſeeing a knite upon the table | went 
thither, and taking it in my hand, while Theander having his face turned on the other 
fide, gave mee ſufhcient conveniencie, I drew near the bed again, and throwing o 

the Curtain with an ation that teſtitied my delpair, Ingratetul man (ſaid I) hard- 
hearted, and perhaps dilloial Theander, turn thy cies upon her, whom thou acculeſt of 
fallhood, and thou (halr fee the fatistaGtion (hee will give thee tor that infidelitie where- 
with thou reproacheſt her, if I have betrai'd thee ir, is juſt 1 ſhould periſh z between 
my innocence, and my crime | know no mean, nor will I make uſe of that goodneſs 
which make's thee {pare her whom thou haſt roo dearly but not too perfettly loved. 
Thou darelt not give mee that d:ath thou delireſt I ſhould have, but 1 can tell how to 
finds ic {ince thou wilhelt ic ; yet know Tteander, that thou art the mult cruel and moſt 
ingrateful of all men living, that by thy ingraticude, and thy inhumanitie thou baſt 
made thy ſelf unworthie of the molt pure and moſt real affe&tion that ever was, and 
that by thy unju(t ſu/picions thou looſelt both the beſt friend and the moſt loial wife 
in the whole world; I die to gain thy belief of this proteſtation, or rather] die to 
pleaſe thee, lince death is the on:ly expiation thou canit demand for the crimes chou 
ſulpeelt mce of. 

Although Toeander was moſt obdurate, hee could nothear theſe laſt words wichout 
beeing moved, the fear they put him in made him turn toward mee, and ſit up in his 
bed ; but though hee ſaw mee life up my arm, and that with a great cric hee leapt into 
the floor to ſave mee, hee got not to mee ſo ſoon, but that 1 had alreadie ftad'd the knife 
into my breaſt with all my ſtrength. 1 fell down preſently all bloudic,& the ſorrowful 
Theander who had not been able to prevent my fall, caſt himſelf down by mee,and joyn- 
ing his face to mine, hee by his cries and a&ions of deſpair , made mee know, as weak 
and fainting as 1 was, that my loſs gave, him though very different from his laſt 
expreſſions. After having ſpoken ſom words full of rage, hee drew the Knite out of my 
wound and railing his voice that I might hear him. Deareſt Alcione (cried hee) thou 
haſt been but roo faithful, to thy barbarous- ingrateful husband , 1 eſteem thee as in- 
nocent, as thy murtherer is guiltie, and my laſt affliftion is that I cat give thee no» 
thing tor thy lite, but that of thy executioner. As hee made an end of theſe words 
hee lift up his arm, and though his cries had alreadie call'd ſom of his ſervant into the 
Chamber, that encounter amazed them ſo, that they had neither wit enough, to divert 
his reſolution, nor readineſs enough to hinder him from ſtriking the fatal knife, yer 
died and warm with my bloud up to the very haft in his own body. 

Here Alcione's Narration was interrupted by a floud of tears, which ran from her cies 
at that ſad remembrance, and which cauſed ſuch a tenderneſs in the two Princeſſes, 
that their compaſſion forced them to keep her companie. in that mornfull exerciſe, 
After they had a little ſettled themelvs, and that Thaleffris by ſom words of conſolation 
had endeayored to abate Alcione's ſorrows, ſhee at her entreatic wiped her cics, and went 
on thus with her diſcourf, | 

My poor Theander fell down by mee, and his laſt care was to teſtifie to mee by his 
embraces, that hee believed mee itinocenit, and worthie of his -affefion. Although 1 
was exceedingly weakned, I had not loſt my underſtanding , but having h to- 
diſcern that aQion, I felt redoublings of my grief more cruel then that death, which 
thought my (elf very near. 1 uſed all the Iecugck l had eo fit up, and TOY yon 
my poor hu whoſe bloud mingled it felf with mine, and who by his laſt eni« 
dearments ſtrove $0 expreſs his loſt thoughts to mee, I opened my mouth - by wa 
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half dead, ind forced theſe words out with a great deal of pain, T beander (ſaid 1) dear, 
cruel Theander, was not my death paintul enough, without your making it a thuuland 
times more fenſible, by beeing guiltie of yours. My pale weak husband, looking upon 
mee with dying eies, and endeavorinz to preſs mee between his arms with the little 
ſtrength hee had remaining. Dear Alcione (ſaid hee) ic was not juft that the inno- 
tent ſhould di , and that the guiltie ſhould continue in the world. Ab ! (replied [ 
with a tone like his) I am no longer innocent, {inceI am guiltie of your death. Wee 
ſhould hzve endeavored to fay more, it Theander's ſervants and my women , who were 
all com about us, and in whom this accident had imprinted the true image of death,had 
not taken us up, and laid us both upon Theander's bed : Wee were all bath'd in bloud, 
and while ſom of them were bulic in ſtanching ir, the reſt ran to fetch Chyruryiang, 
They came within awhile after, and my Father and Mother came almoſt as ſoon as 
they. At this woful ſpe&acle they ſent forth cries, which redoubled the deſolation of 
the houſ, they wept over mee in a terrible fright, and brought forth words full of di- 
ſtraftion and deſpair. After 1 had let the firſt brunt of their ſorrow paſs over, putting 
them back with a feeble hand, Leav mee (ſaid I ſoftly ) 'ris I that have kil'd Theander, 
Theander turning at theſe words, Griev on, Polemon (cried hee) 'tis | that am the mur- 
therer of Alcione. At this the general bewailing redoubled, and preſently after the 
Chyrurgians, baving enjoyn'd us ſilence, defired to ſee our wounds. Think onelyy 
on Theander's ({aid I) if you would have mee recover, ſave Alcione (cried Theander ) and 
let mee die. They may fave both perchance (laid Polemon) but for gods ſake, and for 
the affe&tion you bear to one another, ſuffer them to endeavor it. Wee conſented to 
my Father's intreaties, and the Chyrurgians having ſearch'd our wounds could not 
make any certain judgment of the ſucceſs of them 3 but as I have heard fince they had 
much more hope of mee,then of my husband who having ftruck the knite almoſt upon 
his naked fleſh, and with a greater force then I, had made a deeper wound, and ina 
more dangerous place. When they had drefſed us both, they would have parted us, but 
T 'veander never would conſent to it, and | oppoſed it with an obſtinacie as great as his, 
I know thatl muſt die (faid Theander to them) and though y- flatter mee, | feel well 
enough in what condition I am';z ſuffer mee therefore ro paſs the ſmall remnant of my 
life with Alcione, and envie not my laſt moments this lait conſolation. After hee had 
obtained this of them, hee tarn'd toward mee, and though hee was forbidden to ſpeak, 
hee ask'd mee pardon, for his late uſage of mee, in terms able to have cleft the moſt 
ſavage hearts with pitie. Ah! Theander (aid I interrupting him) you have too fatally 
repaired it ; but 'tis the loſs of that bloud which was ſo dear to mee, and perchance of 
that life which was ever mine, that | cannot pardon you. { would ir pleaſed to the 
gods (added Theander) thatl had thouſand others to lool, and that by looſing themal- 
together I could fecure thine; 'cis I that tear it from thee, | who liv'd onely by it,and 
who with the price of my own, ought tb have defended rhee, againſt my unjuſt fuf- 
picions. Theander (anſwered I) I know nut what was the cauſ of them, bur | beſeech 
you let rhee know it, that | may endeavor to juſtifie my ſelf, it you would have mee to 
die ſatished. You are but too much juſtified 'Creplied Theander ) both by the firlt, and 
by this laſt proof of your virtue, and your bloud does but roo much ſpeak your inno-* 
cence, to him that moſt wrongfully ſuſpetted it; yer to juſiifie my (elf of part of m 
cruelties,and to obey your will 1 will cell what you delire ro know of mee. Ac thele 
words though hee ſpake with pain, and though he was put in minde that hee did bia- 
ſelf hurt by talking long, hee cold mee his encounter that fatal night, when hee ſaw 
one of my maids carrying a letter from mee to (:onimus , and then added other 
marks that Aſtiages hadgiven him of our intelligence, which after that laſt adventure 
had made ſom impreflion in his minde. Although 1 was exceedingly moved at this 
diſcourſ; I hearkn'd to it to the end, and when hee had left ſpeaking, You had reaſon 
to hate mee (ſaid ]) after ſo great appearances of my infdelitie, but to Jet you {ee wee 
have been betraied, command the wench to bee called hither. 1 had ſcarcely faid fo 
when ſhee'came in of her ſelf. Ag wicked as ſhee was, her wickedneſs went notfo 
far as to deſire our death, and though ſhee had ſerved Aſtiages in hisperfidious ioten- 
tions,ſhee had Tiot thought her treacheries would have produced ſuch bloudie, — 
at 
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fatal cffefts. Whatever it were, (hee was then touch'd with {o.great a repentance, that 
in ſtead ot flying, as ſhe ealtly might have don, ſhee fell down upon her. knees at the 
beds teet, melting] into tears, tearing her hair, and doing all the ations of a deſj 
perſon. Make mee bee put to death, Madam, (cried thee) and 1 ſhall bee too gently 
puniſhed, if ] ſutter but one death in the ſharpeſt corments that ever were invented ; 1 
have baſely betrai'd you, Madam, the promiſes and threats of Aſtiages and "$a 
ſeduced mee to the prejudice of my dutie. Aftiages inftrufted mee in this laſt adven- 
ture, which hath cauſed all your misfortunes. 1 did nothing in all that a&ion, but 
what hee dire&ed mee word for word, and while I ſpake unto his brother, hee ſtood 
conceal'd within the Porch,to keep him from hurting mee,as | ought to have feared hee 
would in his anger. The wench faid many other things, to which I lent no attenti- 
on, and while ſhee call'd to bee put death, and that by all her aftions ſhee expreſſed a 
heartie repentance, | turned coward Thearder who lifting up his cies to beaven teſti- 
fied his altoni(hment by his Gilence : Well now, Theander (f(aid1) have you any thing 
more to deſire tor my juſtication ? I would have Gefired (anfwered hee) that inſtead of 
turning the kniie againſt your ſelt, you ſhould have ftabbd ir into the heart of this cre- 
dulous ingratetul man,'tis the onely fault you have commitred,and the only one which 
| ought never to pardon you. , Hee madea ſtopt at theſe words,and of a ſudden lifting 
up his hands, O gods! (purſued hee) lince you ſuffer mee to die, without puniſhing 
eAſtiages for his perfidiouſneſs, Will not you take that care for mee, and will you 
not revenge upon him and Bagiſtanes, this bloud which they have fo treacherouſly and 
ſo inhumanely ſhed? Then atter hee had held his peace awhile; And Cleonimae ( faid 
hee) the innocent Cleonimas, what is becom of him? Hee is gon (anſwered |) after hee 
once knew that you ſuſpeCted him, and to free you for ever from that occahion, I have 
given him an eternal farewel. What (replied The ;nder) ſhall I die then without ſeein 
Cleazim;s, and ſhall I die juſtly hated of Cleonimws ? This thought touch'd him fo 
deeply that ir fetched tears from his cies in great abundance, and hee would yet have 
continued to difcourf longer, but my Father and Mother, and many of his nearet 
friends and mine, who were alreadie com into our Chamber, did ſo intreat himand 
mee alſo, that to ſatis(ie them wee gave our ſelvs to reſt, and to that ſilence they delired 
of us, for the remainder of the day. My Mother kept {till cloſe by us, to make us ob- 
ſerv it, and the mutual affurance wee had of each others afte&ion and innocence, having 
baniſhed part of our deſpair , perſwaded us the moreecafily to that compliance. Aſtiages 
was £0n from Babylon a day or two before, and Bagiſtanes though hee heard of our 
misfortune, durſt not preſent himlelf before us. The maid that had bcen the cauf of 
all our ſorrows was turned aways and though many judged ir fit ſhee ſhould bee pu- 
nilkcd, I praied them to pardon her, and to content themſelvs with putring her trom 
us, without other puniſhment then the remorſ af a guiltie conſcience. Our filence and 
repoſe that day was interrupted onely by the diſquiets wee had reciprocally for one an- 
other, and by our often enquiries how each other did. They watched by us all nighe 
with a great deal of care, but before it was day, Theander had loſt the better part of his 
ſtrength. When ic was time to dreſs our wounds, hee would needs have the Chirur- 
gians begin with mee, and after they had looked upon mine, they liked it ſo well, that 
they could not forbear ſaying to him, Chear up, Sir, Alcione ſhall not die. Shee will 
not die ((aid1 interrupting them) it you aſſure her of Theander's life, but if that bee in 
danger, you can bee but uncertain of mine. You ſhall notdie , my dear Alcione (ſaid 
Theander with a joy which appeared in his face as pale and dying as it was) no, = 
ſhall not die, and the gods were too juſt, to make you ſuffer the puniſhment of my 
crime. In the mean time they viſited his wound, but at the fight of ic, the by-ſtanders 
obſerved ſuchan alteration in the Chirurgians countenances, that they drew a very ill 
preſage from thence. Folemon my Mother, and others of our kindred who ſtirred not 
from us, could not diſſeble their trouble, though not to cauſ a fear in us, they didall 
they could poſlibly to keep it from breaking forth, and Theauder who perceived ſomthing 
of it,and who telt how hee was himſelf,appeared the leaſt moved, and prepared himſelf 
courageouſly for death. His wound was newly dreſſed, when (having his underſtand- 
lug yet verie pecteftly) hee ſaw among thoſe that were in the Chamber, a man s a; 
onge 
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longed to (leonimus y hee preſently call'd him, and embracing him kindly for his 
malter's ſake, What (ſaid hee) ſhall | not ſee Cleonimus then before | die ? The man na 
beeing able to with-hold tears at that doletul fight ; Sir, (ſaid hee) Cleonimus is gon 
out of this Countrie, but at his departure, hee left mee a Letter tor you, which 

perchance tell you news of him. Theander putting forth his hand received the Letter, 
and becauſ hee was in no condition to read it, Polemon, who was by his bedfide, eaſed 
him of that pains, and having opened it at his entreatie, read words much to this 


purpole. 
Cleonimus to T heander. 


| Would it bad pleaſed the gods,O my dear T beander,tbat 7 bad followed tle f rſt thoughts I bad 
to abſent my ſelf from you, while 1 was yet innocent in your opinion : T ſhould then bave onely 
felt my own misfortune in my departure, and I ſhould bave gon from you with this conſolation, that 
T bad ſtill left that r-poſe in your minde, and in your Family, which I now unhappily bave di. 
ſturbed. I know not which way I may perſwade you of my innocence, and if by your own in- 
clinations, you make not ſom judgment of mine, I ſhall vainly ſeek to juſtifie my ſelf by oaths and 
proteſtations. It is true nevertbeleſs, that { bave loved my dear Couſen, as much as my ſelf, and 
perchance Iſhould ſay ſomthing more, if TI ſaid I loved ber as much as you ; but,O Theander! [ 
never made that affettion a 7 to you, and to what degree ſoc ver it reached, I never diſguiſed 
« Its nature, nor its greatneſs from you, and both your ſelf , and honor (which I conſidered alone 
as much as I did you) were too dear to mee to ſuffer my ſoul to give way to any thoughts that could 
offend either. Tet I neither complain of your ſuſpicions, nor of my baniſhment, and I con- 
feſs, that though my intentions were innocent, my attions were imprudent. 1 will endure the pw 
niſhment of them without murmuring, O my dear Theander, provided you ceaſ to bate mee, and 
that you do mee the favor to bsliev , I neither in the courſ of your friendſhip to mee, bave be- 
traied you, nor in the loſs of it bave diminiſb:d any thing of my deſire 10 bee alwaies faithfuly 
Yours. 


If Theander's danger had not put all other thoughts out of my minde, I ſhould have 
been very ſenſible at the reading of this Letter ; but Theander was ſo deeply touched with 
it, that after having ſigh'd and ſobb'd many times, hee took the Letter, and killing it 
with an ardor that cannot bee expreſſed; O! Cleonimus (faid hee) it | were not dy- 
ing for the expiation of my crime, what pardon could ever hope for ? 1 am unwor- 
thie of thy friendſhip, and | have made my ſelf unwortbie of thy remembrance ; but 
ſince the gods permit mee not otherwiſe to repair the offence I have don thee, receiv 
this bloud, and receiv this life which I bequeath to thy juſt reſentment. Hee brought 
forth theſe words with ſuch a tenderneſs as made the whole companie weep,and awhile 
after ſtraining himſelf to turn toward mee, Dear Alcione (faid hee I feel my laſt 
hour drawing on, and for all the reſolution I hicherto have ſhown ; I muſt confels 
that the knowledg of thy real affe&ion, nuake's mee lament our ſeparation , the (ame 
knowledg likewiſe make's mee hope that thou wilt remember my laſt requeſis that after 
my death thou wile preſery a care to oblige mee 3 The firft thing I detire of thee, 1, 
That thou wouldfſt live for my ſake, and that thou would't never attempt any thing 
againſt a life, which by thine own confeſſion is wholy mine, and whereof1 relign the 
diſpoſing onely to the gods ; The laſt is, That if the gods reſtore thee Cleonimus, thou 
would't give him all the affetion thou beareſt Theander, and receiv him by the ſame 
waies that brought mee to a place hee is more worthie to poſſeſs then I. Theandr 
would have gon on, and | was preparing my ſelf to anſwer tim in terms which would 
have let him know how little diſpoſition I had to obey him , when hee fell into 
fainting, which made thoſe that were preſent believ that his ſoul was going to forlake 
his bodie. I keep you too long, Ladies, in this tedious doleful Narration, I muſt there- 
fore ſhorten it, and to bring it to an end in a few words,will oncly tell you that thele 
were the laſt words my poor Theander ſpoke with any ſen; and that coming out of ” 
ſwoun, hee loſt his underſtanding, and that (ſince it ſo pleaſed the gods) the w-_ p 
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that day was the end of my dear husband's life. Alas ! my dear Theander , (continued 
the deſolate Alcione burſting torth into tears) my moſt loved and my moſt lovely huſ- 
band, thou breathed out thy ſoul in mine arms, and ſhee that kilbd thee, remained 
alive after thee, neither was that fata] deplorable ſpeftacle, nor the remembrance of 
what 1 had contributed to thy death, nor the loſs of my bloud, nor that of m hopes, 
able to draw my ſonl along witi thine, thou remainedft cold and pale by my fide, and 
that mortal ice which froze thy whole bodie iff, could not drive out of mine that 
lictle warmth which was left in it. *Twas in yain 1 call'd thee to comfort mee,and that 
fixing my mouth upon thy dead lips, I endeavored to keep thy ſpirits in them, or to 
breathe out mine own through thine ; thon wert deaf'to my cries and inſenfible of 
my kiiſesz and the gods as well as thou, were pleaſed 1 ſhould ſtill continue in the 
world, to make thee a living tomb in this heart of mine, where thuu haſt choſen an 
eternal abode. In this place it is, O great and illuſtrious Princefles ! that I muſt beg of 
you it you pleaſl, to give a free courl unto my tears, and that you would permit 
mee to ſolemnize a remembrance , which years cannot hinder from beeing alwaies 
reſent to my mind?. *Tis ontly by them, and by the marks which grief hath 
wm in my face, that I will endeavor to make you comprehend what an one it was, at 
that time when ic was {0 much freſher, nor will I repent what it made mee ſay, fince 
that recical wonld bee tedious to you, and put mee to a pain, wherein' your goodneſs 
without doubt would make you ſuffer with mee. I did all the ations ofa deſpairin 
perſon, and when coming to my (elf again, out of a ſwoun of many hours, I miſſed 
the bodie of my dear Theander, I gave my felf over to a paſſion, that came little ſhort 
of rage, which made my trierds beliey a good while that I had loſt my reaſon. 1 
tried a thouſand times to tear oft what they had put upon my wound, but my Father 
and Mother held my hands, and diſſembling their own grief to hinder the effets of 
mine, they proteſted to mee that my deſpair would ſend them to their graves, and 
when 1 told them 1 was my husbands murtherefs , they aſſured mee 1 ſhould alſo bee 
theirs if | perliited in my obirinate ſorrow, and that by it 1 ſhould not onely cauſ my 
own death, bur alſo that of my neareſt friends; Although I was bat little in capacitie 
to relliſh cheir perſwalions, theſe laſt wrought ſomthing upon mee, and'tis not to 
excuſe my faint-heartedneſs, that I ſay their conſideration alone, kept mee from do- 
ing all that 1 could, andall that 1 ought, to die; in ſhort, whether ic were by that 
reaſon, or by my cowardile I Jiv'd, and gave way that my cure ſhould bee endeavored. 
They paied Theander funeral Rites, in the performance whereof a good part of the 
Court afſifted, and Prince Orpondates honored them with his preſence. That poor man 
who truly had verie lovely qualities in him, was generally lamented of all thoſe that 
knery him,and the news of this wotul adventure beeing quickly ſpread abroad, moved 
pitie in all virtuous perſons; The rumor of the ſhare Baziſtanes had in it was a 
little ſmothered in Babylon by his authoricie, bat Aſtiages whoſe wickedne(s was loudly 
Publiſhed, became ſo defamed, that hee had not the confidence to com back again thi- 
ther, and hath never- appeared there fince, at leaſt that wee could hear. In the mean 
time, fince | mult avow it to my confuſion , I was cured by the troubleſom care of Pole- 
mon, and as ſoon as | was fit to goabroad, I left that untortunate houf, where I no 
more could ſze whar I had loved fo well, and without grief, forſaking all the pre- 
tenſions | might have had upon my husbands eſtate, 1I retired to my Fathers. It was 
abour the time that the King departed from Babylon to march againſt Alexander, with 
whom a few daies after hee fought that bloudie battel of Arbel/a, where hee loſt the 
remnant of his Forc:s, and his Empire with them; within a verie ſhort time wee had 
the Conquzror at our gates, and Mazeus having ſubmitted the Cogntrie to his ob 
dienc?, cowardly Bagiffanes, who might either have made a long reſiſtance in the 
Cittad?l, or have buried himſelf in the honorable ruins of it, followed a ſhameful 
example, and contrarie to the counſel of Pelemon and of many other loial perſons, in 
whoſe hearrs fid:Jirie was not quite extinguiſhed, hee ſet open the gates, delivered up 
the Cittad?! with fiftie thouſand talents, and under-went the yoke of the Macedonians. 
As ſoon as Alexander was in the Town, Bagiſtanes who bore a mortal hatred to my 
Father by reaſon of the hindrances hee thought hee had received from him,in the 
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fooliſh paſſion hee had for mee, accuſed him to Alexander ot haying gon about toſiir 
up the people, and to make a tation agaialt him, and by bis praftiles hee wrought 
{o far with the King, that PoſJemon was declared criminal y his eſtate given to Bags 
ſtanes and his other accuſers,and hee was commanded to bee gon trom Babylon Hee bore 
this blow of Fortune with a great deal of moderation, but preſently after. hee receiy'd 
another aſſault from her, which utterly dejeted him, and that was the certain news 
that the two brothers I had in.Darivs his Army were kill d in the late battel, with fo 
many thouſand gallant men, who would nor ſurvive the ruine of their King- My poor 
Father was like to have died with this laſt affliftion, and abſolutely loſt all thought of 
taking any more pleaſure in the life of perſons of his qualitie, whereupon hee re- 
folved to abandon it for ever; and gathering together the doleful Reliques of his 
Family, hee forſook Babylon, and retired to this houl which had been lete him, be- 
cauſ it belong'd to my Mother, whoſe goods were not confiſcate, our entmies not ha- 
ving been able to finde any pretence to accuſe her 3 Bagiſtanes alſo obtained Theander's 
fortune for himſelt, or for Aſtiages if hee ſhould return, but within a whileafter 
beeing deprived of his command by Alexander, who put Agatbas in his place, and re- 
ceiving an order from the King to make his appearance betore him, hee died of grief 
and age, and left a report amongſt all that knew him, which will make his memory bee 
deteſted for ever. For our own parts, wee were no ſooner in this retirement, but wee 
put off our habit with our ambition, and framing our ſelvs to a manner of life very 
different from our former , wee began to taſte ſom ſweetneſs and delight , whereof 
our mindes were not capable before the ruine of our family. My Mother hath yet as 
much as is neceſlarie for us to live quietly, and conformably to the condition in 
which wee have ranked our ſelyvs, and wee daily finde reaſon to confeſs, that wee enjoy 
a conſolation in this ſolitarineſs, which wee could never have hoped for in another 
eſtate. Not that my ſorrows are lull'd aſleep in the ſpace of four years, which arerun 
out fince wee retired hither, the image of my dear Theander is ever preſent to my me- 
morie, and whether | walk upon the banks of the river, or viſit the remoteſt places of 
our wood, or bound my ſteps within the allies of our Garden, that lovely Idea con!'s 
inceſſantly into my memorie, andaftord's nice an entertainment, from which 1 neither 
can nor ever will ſeparate my ſelf. Yet-will | confeſs, Ladies, and doubtleſs with 
ſom kinde of ſhame, that with theſe lawful thoucthts , the remembrance of Cleoni- 
mus mixeth it ſelf for ſom moments, and that ſom ſpirit envious of this ſhadow of 
repoſe, bring's all that was moſt Jovely in him, and the laſt words of Theander now and 
then into my memorie. I alſo call to minde his innocent friendſhip, what hee did, 
and what he ſuffered for my fake, and that exatt obedience which made him abſcnt 
himſelf trom mee for ever; all theſe refletions trouble mee ſomtimes very much, 
but 1 baniſh them by the fatal remembrance of thoſe ſad ette&s of our friendſhip, and 
by a beliet that I ought no longer to ſuffer him in my memorie, who for all his in- 
nocence, was yet the {ubje& of that treacherie , whereby thoſe wicked wretches Ce- 
prived mee of my husband , -and moreover having pafſed ſo many years, without 
ſeeing him again, or hearing any news of him, I am uncertain whether 1 can have 
an affetion for him of any other nature then that 1 ow unto T hear. der, cr any other 
thoughts then thoſe wee have for perſons that are no longer in the world.Behold,great 
Princeſſes the preſent eſtate of my ſoul, and that of my fortune, which how deplorable 
ſoever it bee , is yet glorious, ſince it hath wrought compaſſion in you, and gi- 
ven mee an occaſion to ,obey the command you were pleaſed to lay upon mee to 
recount It, 
The fair and ſorrowful Alcione, ended her Storie on this manner , ard the two 
Princefſes, who had lent her a marvellous attention, began to comfort her with ex- 
preſſions of a real eſteem, and of a real aff«&ion : ſhee tound ſom con{olation in 
their kindnefſes and in their diſcourſ; and Berenice having told her that the next day 
ſhee would give her ſom news of Aſtiages, and let her know his laſt wickedneſſes in 
the relation of her lite, at which ſhee meant to have her preſent, Alciore ſeeing it 
was very Jate, bade them both good-night, and retiring, into her Chamber, lett them 
in theirs, where they went to bed together, as they had don betore. 


The end of the ſixth Book, and of the ſecord Part of Caſſend1a. 


AUTOR 
CASSANDRA. 


£9. Speak to you, my dear Caſlandra, after the example 
Pe which one of the ſublimeſt wits of our latter ages hath 
JT given mee of a like converſation ; and by the right 1 
challenge in this ſecond life you ow to mee, T take the li- 
—, bertie to entertain you familiarly, You are now leſs baſh- 
| * ful then you were, When Caliſta's commands made you 
bazard your firſt coming abroad, and the civilitie you have found among ſt the 
French, make's you hope for the ſame reception in this third you recieved 
from them in your two former viſuts. It « true, ( if I may ſay ſo without m- 
tereſsing your modeſtie ) they have found ſomthing lovely in you, and they have 
favorably judy'd, that conſidering you Were bred up in your earlier years, 4 
great way from their Court, you have learn'd to ſpeak their language paſſably, 
and to recount your adventures tolerably well. Yes, my dear Caſſandra, there 
are many among ſt them that expeFt you, and Calilta hey ſelf whoſe will u to 
us a Law, bath a deſire to ſee you again, and call's upon mee fr your re- 
turn by all the power ſhee hath over mee. Let us obey her, my fair Princeſs, 
and preſent your ſelf before ber, ſince ſhee ha's abſolutely commanded it ; 
ſhee will receiv you with that generous goodneſs, Which togetler With ber 
Other divine qualities winne's ber the adoration of the Whole world, an1.gain's 
mee as many Rivalls, as there are perſons, Whoſe thoughts are capable of a 
noble elevation. Shee will behold you with thoſe eies ,. which enflame all, ex- 
cept your ſelf, and you ſhall have this advantage above us, to look upon them, 
if not without daxling, and envie, at leaſt without fear of beeing wounded (in- 
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curably as wee are. Appear before her then with ccnfidence but that you may dg 
ſo , forget none of your ornaments, and ſince the ambiticn of pleaſmg Ca. 
liſta may excuſe all , ſeek that in Art, which Na'ure moy bave reuſed 
you. Strive to ſweeten to her whatſ»ever may bee more fierce, and rough mn this 
third vifir , let Her ſee you are net the leſs ſeciable for becing the more warlike, 
and tell ber you will nut tie your ſelf ſo rigorouſly to the bluws Which 
are given, and to the bloud Which is ſhed for your intereſts, but that 
yu will endeavor 10 entertain ber with ſam more paſ$io-ate , and more 
delightful adventures. Take care alſo if you pleaſ, to excuſe mee to ber, and 
if (hee think it ſtrange, that having kept my ſelf hitherto enough within 
probabilitie , I take a little libertie in the deſcription of ſom particular 
aims , and that in ſlead of following the manner of writing uſed by 
Plurarch, Quintus Curtius, Juſtin, and other Autors , from whom Thave 
drawn the foundations of your Hiſlurie, I make my Heroes march unts the 
ht, in a way ſomthing nearer to that of Homer, Virgil, Taſlo, 
and other Writers of that natwe , Who have becutificd the truth with 
fom ornaments rather more pleaſmg, then confined to a ſirift and 
reeular likelihood; ſay for my defence, t\at having for your quarrel 
aſſ-mbled ſo manie great men famous in Antiquitie, and renowned among 
all the Autors that have written the hiſtone of their age, I, in favor of them, 
have exempted my ſelf from that ſeveritie, and believed that in taking a diver- 
ſro by that kinde of recital, I might repreſent ſom particulars of that valiant 
Dame, who hath made them known to the whole earth. My: cover, cur Nar- 
ration is much more fixt upon the eſpecial afions of our Hes, thin upon thoſe 
of wh le Natims, and wee much rather ſeek the reputation of Or 60ndates 
and Arſaces, then that of the Medes, Perſians and Macedonians in gene* 
ral, but yet without making them remarkalle by impoſsible ations , or ex- 
travagant inventions, ou Will finde manie other occaſions to ſpeak in my j#- 
/lification, but 1 leay the care of it to you my dear Caſlandra, and Ileav you 
Jour ſelf in Califta's arms, ſince other imploiments oblige mee to part from 
you, ' I cannot give you a more glorious nor a more ſafe retreat, while 1 go to 
ſee that upon the ground, which for you I have repreſented upon paper ; but m 
this ſanftuarie to which 1 recommend you,, fair Princeſs, repaie mee part 0 
what I have don for you, and ſince that in going ſr(m you, 1 at-ſent my ſelf alſo 
from Caliſta, endeavor to preſerv mee in her memorie, as I bave reſtored you 
into that of men, amongſt whom two theuſar.d years bad alreadie made you to 
bee forgotten. Iu requital, I promiſe y1u my d-ar Ce\l..ndra, that neither 
the difference of exerciſes, nor toil, nor danger, ſhall hinder mee from thinking, 
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of you, and that if it pleaſ the heavens I eſcape both , I will not com 
hack to Caliſta again , without bringing her ſom marks of my remem- 
brance of you. I by the preſence of objeQs ſhall form the Idea Which is ne- 
ceſſarie to mee for the concluſion of your HiRorie, and will draw the ſiege 
of Babylon by the ſiege of Graveline; T his ſlip of my pen is perchance 
againit mdeſtie, but it is to bee pardoned in my Nation , and in the 
deſire I have by declaring my trade, to finde excuſe for many faults, which 
perhaps would not bee pardonable in a Doftor , nor in a man of another pro- 
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d@ He Princeſs Berenice , and the fair Queen of the Amazones, having 
a given apart of the night to the relation of the ſorrowtul Alcione, 
palſed the Jaſt hours thereof, and the firſt of the day following, 
in a reaſonable quiet {leep. Berenice whoſe thoughts though more 
render, and whole cares though leſs violent, then thoſe ot Thale- 
ſtris, had yet a freſher cauſ, awaken'd firſt , and opening the cur- 
tain of her bed, ſhee ſaw Alcione in the chamber, who with Hippoli- 
ta, waited till the Princefſes were awake, that ſhee might give 
them the good morrow; The countenance, and humor of that woman, having begot 
a great deal of good will in her, moved her alſo to ſom defire of intereſling her in her 
fortune, and of putting her into the place of thoſe perſons, whom ſhee had loſt, and to 
whom alone ſhee had formerly truſted her moſt ſecret, and moſt important thoughts ; 
As ſoon as (hee ſaw her, ſhee called her to her bed{ide, and began to teſtifie her affe&ion 
to her, by words full of ſxcertneſs, and by kindneſſes which carried a charm along 
with them, agatnſt which it was impoſlible for even the moſt ſavage hearts to detend 
themſelvs. Thaleſtris waken'd while they were talking, and Berenice finding ſhee could 
bee content to {leep a little longer, would not diſturb her, but getting her ſelf readie 
by the help of Alcione, and Hippolita, ſhee went out of the chamber with them. Her firit 
care wasto call for Araxes, toenquire after the health of the Prince her Brother, and 
having heard by him, that hee had paſſed the night indiffcrent well, and that hee was 
not yet awake, ſhee would not interrupt his reſt, but going down the ſtairs with thoſe 
two women, ſhee let them lead her into the wood, and from thence to the river (ide to 
taxe her morning walk. There ſhee ask'd Hippolita divers queſtions, concerning her 
Mittreſſes adventures, and learn'd whatſoever the Queen had forgotten in her relation. 
There likewiſe ſhee confirm'd the firſt aſſurances of her friendihip to Alcione,and gain'd 
her abſolutely, both by the advantage of her offers, and by the inevitable allurements 
which were naturally in theleaft of her a&ions. They were in this entertainment, 
when they ſaw a licter com out of the wood, conveied by certain men on hor{-back, 
which keeping the great high-way toward the Citie, were of neceſſitie to paſs.cloſe 
by them. Berenice's preſent, condition making her apprehend all manner 4, encoun=- 
ters, ſhze was alreadie turning her back, when the other two, who had more curioſitie 
reatſured her, and alledying that thoſe perſons went in an equipage, which ſhewed no 
evil intention, they perſwadzd her to ſtay till they were gon by, having onely pur 
dowa a vail, which without hindring her trom the fight of any obje&t, ſerv'd ty 4 


ſend 


96 CASSAND R A. Parr III, 


fend her face a little from the cies of thoſe paſſengers; ſhee nevertheleſs retired under 
certain trees, fifteen or twentic paces from the road, but by reaſon the litter went ye. 
ſoftly, and that it was open on their ſide , that dittance hindred her not from 
ing the perſon that was in ic. 'T'was a man of ſo good preſence, that thelike 
was y to bee found, and though his ſickneſs, or his wounds had diminiſhedpar 
of his freſher looks, and cauied ſom alteration in his face, Berenice had the image gfit 
to0 preſent in her memorie to bee miſtaken. Shee was ſo extremely ſurpriſed at tha 
fight, that her color going and coming twice or thrice in a moment, (hee funk down 
npon Alcione, and remained almoſt without knowledg in her arms. Shee, and Hippoliu 
ſeeing her faint, turned up the vail which covered her face, and there reading the mark 
of a powertul change, they asked her the cau! of it. Berenice was {o troubled, tha 
ſhee was ſom time in recovering her ſelf, and when {hee was a little ſettl-d, before (hee 
anſwered them, ſhee caſt her cic upon the way the litter had taken , and ſeeing it wa 
not yet far off, and that ic went ſlowly enough to give her hopes ot overtaking it, (hee 
turned toward them ; I muſt ( ſaid ſhee ) | muit neceſſarily fee the man again, who is in 
yoader litter, if you pleaſ to com along with mee Alcione, you Hz:ppolita may returg 
unto your Miſtreſs; | pray you tell the Prince my brother that this encounterdray's 
mee from him for a few moments, and that | delire him not to bee troubled at my de- 
pirture, for I will quickly return to him with ſo good news, as ſhall make him excuſe 
it. Wich theſe words, ſhee walked after the hortes, leaning upon Aicione, who elteem- 
ed her ſe]f moſt happie to ſerv, and accompanie her. Hippolita would haye gon with 
them, but Berenice refuſed it in ſuch manner, that ſhee believing her (elf {iſpeted to 
her in that defign, preſſed it no further, but to obey her, returned utito Fe hou, On- 
endates and Thaleſtris were awake when ſhee came in, but (he wentto wait upon her 
Miſtreis, before ſhee perform'd her commiſſion to the Vri--e. I he Queen was ina 
great wonder at the recital of Berenice's departure , who E:eing alreadie very dear to 
er, ſhee was exceedingly concerned in what might befall her by that encounter. Sher 
was no ſooner readie but ſhee carried the news of it her ſelf to Prince Oreindates, an! 
making Hippolita tell the particulars of that adventure again in his preſence, put him 
into a ſtrange aſtoniſhment, and into as ſtrange a perplexitic ; This precipitate depar- 
ture of a ſiſter whom hee loved moſt tenderly, at a time when hee was unable to folloy 
her, and to give her any affiſtance, afflifted him very ſenſibly, bur hee drew ſom conſoly 
tion from her words to Hippolita, and hoped for ſomthing at her return which might 
make him b-ar her abſence ho more patiently; when hee had muaſed a while upon the 
noveltie of that encounter, and having vainly ſtudied to finde our the truth of it, hee 
by the alterations of his countenance, and by a filence full of confuſion had exprelkd 
the diverlitie af his thoughts; ar laſt by lifting up his cies toward the Queen, 1 gire 
Over the care (* ſaid hee )) to the immortal gods, of whatſoever from henceforth (hall 
concern mee; andin the condition to which my own affairs are reduced, 1 ſhon!d bet 
too blame, if I remitted the conduR of Berenice's to any other providence bur theirs; 
They wrought a miracle in her favor, when they ſent mee to reſcue her , and neither 
their power nor their goodneſs, I truſt, will bee ſhortned to her. le go haſten after her 
( replied the Amazone Queen ) and will never give overthat purſuir, ti!ll have nſadny 
endevors to give her that aſſiſtance, which your preſent eſtace forbid's her to hope fot 
from you. At theſe words ſhee called for two horſes and arme, and though Oroondets 
out of civilitie would have ſpared her the trouble, it was not poſſible for him todif- 
fwade her from that reſolution, ſo putting on her arms in his preſence, as ſoon 8 
a horſes were readie, ſhee took leay of him, and bade Fippolita guide her after 
enice, 

Oreandates beeing left alone in his chamber , made a long refle&ion upon the palt 
events of his life, andupon the eſtate of his preſent condition ,- and making a ſtop 
upon his later daies, hee had ſcarce thought upon his Princeſſes beeing alive , but hee 
called to minde her infidelitie. That hard curb, which the rigor of his deftinies had 
given unto his joy, kept it in with an exceſſive crueltie, and that unworthie remen- 
brance brought a confuſion into his ſoul, which hardly left him his reaſon free. Ab: 


( cried hee in the violence of that thought ) Ah! unworthie daughter of Darits, 4 
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worthie liſter of Artexerxes, unworthie wife of Alexander , and ( if Idare ſay ſo my 
ſelf Junworthie Miftreſs of Oreondates; would you then give ſo (hamefu}a conclu- 
fion, to {0 many noble ations ? and did you detend your 1elt ſo virtuouſly againſt 
007 mw {o juſt as mine were, onely to yield fo lightly in favor of a new commer ? 

t without queſtion, I deceiv my felt ( ſaid hee again ) and this atfeRtion is not new 
as | b:lieved ; I begin to tinde, ic took birch before I came from Suſa ; *twas thac in- 
fallibly which cauſed your ſudden change, which made you in a mument repent the 
modeſt favors you allowed mee, and which in (ſhort drew trom your mouth that cruel 
farewel which you gave mee with (o much inhumanitie 3 and though the ſervices | had 
don you deſerved as much as I received from you, this rival could not ſuffer that in- 
nocent, and moderate felicitie, but you muſt baniſh mee to ſatishe him, and 'twas that 
new paſſion which hardened your heart, ſo that you could ſee mee ſwouning, and dy- 
jngat your feet, withont ſhewing any mark of compaſſion. O my memorie, how 

thou forlake mee all this while, and how came it thou wert ſo long before thou 
foundett, that a former aff.ftion, cemented with ſo many lervices, and ſo many obliga- 
tions, could not bee deſtroicd but by a ſecond? It it bee fo , Statira; as wichout doubt 
it is, youare both more faulrie, and lefs to bee valued then I believed, and during the 
life of fo brave a husband, you ought not to have been capable of another love, fince 

had ſo many reaſons to defend your felt againſt mine. Hee diſcourſed thus to 
himſelf in the violence of his reſencment, and a while after falling into another 
thought. But ( ſaid hee ) nt I ſo ſoon accule her of infidelitie , ſhee who perchance 
is no longer in the world? I have but alight affurance of her lite, and I ought at leaſt 
to bee certain ſhee is alive, before 1 can bee certain ſhee is inconſtant ; *ris to this miſe- 
rable extremici: I am reduced, and one of theſe two neceſlities is impoſed upon mee, ei- 
ther that Statira is not, or that Statira love's mee not. 

Hee would perchance have ſpent the reſt of the day in theſe fad conſiderations, if hee 
had not been withdrawn from them by Araxes, who came into his chamber, leading a 
woman by the hand ; Oroindates preſently beganto know her, but as ſoon as ſhee came 
near his bed, and that hee fixt hiseies upon her face, hee no longer doubted but thae ic 
was Cleaxe, the dear, and faithful confident of his Princeſs, and ſhee who had infipa 
rably accompanied her in her firſt, and in her laſt adventures. The unexpetted arrival 
of her whom hee believed dead, and on whoſe memorie, the remembrance of her for- 
mer good offices had made him beſtow ſom tears, ſurpriſed him ſo, that hee became 
mute, and unmoveable at the ſight of her z but when hee began to recolle& himſelf, 
andrhat hee prepared to ſhow ſom teſtimonie of his joy, for her ſafetie ; the fear of re- 
ceiving from her mouth the confirmation of one of his misfortunes, ſuſpeuded all his 
thoughts, and hee was more ſtrucken, and confounded then before. Cleone more con- 
fident then hee, forcing the ſeveritie of her ſex, and of her humor, to receiv welcoms 
full of tranſport and affefion, which a long, and particular acquaintance might ex- 
caſe, broke ſilence firſt, and while hee embraced her with tears of kindneſs, Sir ( faid 
ſhee ) have deſerv'd you ſhould ſtill remember you have known mee ? The Prince 
giving ſom reſpite to his endearments, Sweet Cleone ( anſwered hee ar laſt ) | will ne- 
ver loſe a remembrance which was ever dear to mee, andthe grief. I have been in for my 
Princeſs, did not ſo torally poſſeſs my ſoul, but that my ſorrow for you foundalſo a 
place in it ; but © ! Cleone ſince you are riſen again, is not my Princeſs alſo alive, and 
donot you comtobring mee news of her ſafetie ? The Queen is living ( replied Cle- 
ene ) unleſs ſhee bee dzad within this three daics. O gods! ( cried the Prince, without 
permitting her to goon ) gods, all good, and all powerful , 1 give you the thanks 1 
ow you for the life of my Princeſs, and fince by this aſſurance, you have taken away 
the fear of my firſt misfortune, 1 will prepare my ſelf for the ſecond without mur- 
muring againſt you. His natural generolitic, or the goodneſs of his diſpoſition, made 
him inſlaatly bring forth theſe words, according to the real incitements of his heart, 
andcertainly his joy in this encounter, equalled the grief hee had felt at the fad news 
of his Princeſſes death ; but that living and lawful grief was no ſooner driven out of 
his minde, but his jealoulie, before conſtrain'd, and lock'd up in a kinde of ſervitude, 
broke looſ into its place, and extending it ſelf with tyrannie into all thoſe parts it 
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quitted, began to reign there alone with ſuch an Empire, chat jt produced as violent ef- 
4cQs, as:could war who apprehended from both paſlions united ; his mournful, ten 
der chougtits, gave way to furious, deſperate ones ; and briefly, that cruel and imperi, 
ous:paſſion, 'which had eftabliſhed ir telf bat wich uncertaintie, finding it (elf now 
{awfully grounded, ſeized upon all his ſoul, with a moſt abſolute autoririe. Let us ace 
bewall Statira, ( cried hee ) Statirais alive, Statira is ſatisfied ; but let us with tears of 
bloud, dewail, and depltore the misfortune of deſpairing Oroondates, whom the 
aftera thouſand ſorrows worl then the moſt cruel deaths, have ſaved from a thouſand 
kindes of ordinarie teath, onely to make him fall by an end ſuitable to the miſeries of 
his life. After theſe firſt tranfports, havingheldhis peace for a few moments, hee turn- 
ed rowardsCleone, and feeing her fflent by his bed fide ; Well, Cleone, ( ſaid hee) the 
Queen is living, but O Cleone, the Queen love's mee not. Yet not to love mee, Cleone, 
is but aſmaYl matter, and herfault would bee bur Tight, if her forgetfulneſs, and herin- 
gratitude, were the onely tings wherewith I could reproch her; but to love another 
mano theprqudice of what fhee owed to mee, to the prejudice of her faith, andeyen 
to the of her honor, to forſake him, who hath forſaken all, who hath 
dared afl, who hath don all forher ; to give her ſelf tro a man that had rendred: 
her Camflighter ſervices, and to hang abour his neck in my preſence, both againk the 
laws of decencie, and againſt the laws of modeſtic, is an infidelirie, is a meanneſs, isa 
lightneſs, unworthie of a Princeſs of Perſia, and is a crime which deſery's all the 
thunders of heaven, and the dereſtations of the whole earth. Orosndates brought forth 
theſe words ſo impetuouſly, that Cleone was quite abaſhed at them, and had neither 
thetime, nor the -confidence'to open her mouth for the defence of her Miſtre's. The 
Prince feeeing her withour replie, I knew very well ( continued hee ) that you had 
nothing to allege for the juſtification of that ungrateful woman, your filence utterly 
condenan's her ; but however you cannot diſavow that which 1 know by the teſtimo- 
nie of my own cies ; 1 ſawher in the arms of that happie rival, a man neither greater, 
nor valianterithen 1, and one indebted only to fortune for all the advantages hee ha's 
oveg mee; I with the ſarhe ſword, which hath often ſhed bloud for the ſervice of that 
inconftant Princeſs, drewſom of his, and if the Gods have made him periſh to expi- 
ate-the injuwie Hee bach don mee , I do no longer pretend to open my way to her 
that advantage; *ris for my revenge alone that heeis falſen., and not for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of my fortune ; fer her cherifh his memorie ſill, ſince bis leavings are not wor- 
thie of anee, and if fhee can love her life after the loſs of his, let her expect alſothe 
end of mine, that ſhee may bee perteftly farisfied. The Prince his weaknefs not ſuffer- 
ing him go'on with his reproches in that vehemcnce, hee was conſtrained to give 
fora truce'to them, in which tatertm Crone had the leifure to ſertle her ſclf,and deſiring 
if 'it were poſſible, to draw him out of choſe violent motions, which might utterly 
ruine his health, Sir ( ſaid ſhee at Haft ) 1 ſhould bee confounded at your reprockes 
againſt the Queen my Miſtrefs, if with her, 1 were not accuſtomed to hear them from 
you; | will not juſtifie what may be blameable in this change you upbcaid her with,nor 
will 1 denie but chat your own eics ſaw thoſe favors, and thoſe kindneſſes which give 
you ſomach caul of complaint againſt her , bur that in the condition where ſhee 
anted them, they did offend either decencie,or modeſtie, is a thing 1 cannot yield to. 
all the women that everbore a love to virtue, perhaps never any yet raiſed it to ſo 
high a degree. if humane weakneſs, the treacherie of your enemies, pawerful obliga- 
tions, your abſence, and the uncertaintie of your beeing alive, made the Queentake 
refolations to the prejudice of what ſhee owed to you, yet hath ſhee never forgot what 
ſhee owed unto her honor, and if ſhee afforded advantages to another which thee refu- 
fed v0 you, "rwas becauſ when hee ſued for ther, ſhee yas in a condition to grant him 
them without atfending a kusband, and without wounding her reputation. Give ſom 
eredic'Sir, unto my words, of all the womer: that werenear the Queen, I am ſkee with- 


aut doubt, 'in whom {hee ever had moſt confidence, and ſhee who can give the molt 
exaltaccoumt of her moſt particular thoyghrs ; bur Ican proceſt to you by all that 
acknowledg to bee mot facred, that ſolong 'as ſhee was free, and undeceived, ſheeal- 
waics hadiche moſt advantageous opinion of you, that you could lawfully wiſh ; 4 
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when ſhee yielded to this laſt aftion you complain of, or (as you ſay) to forſake you 
for another, ſhee did it with ſo much violence, and ſuch ſtrong tea!one, that you can= 
not juſtly accuſe her tor it. Cleone would have proceeded, when the Prince who heark- 
ned to her impatiently,and who ſaw nothing in all thee ſaid, which in ſtead of altering, 
did not confirm him in his conceit, hee conld not forbear interrupting her. Ceaſ Cle= 
one ( replied hee ) ceal to allege excuſes for crimes that are not capable of any; m 
miſcries are not {0 light as to bee ſweetned by ſo weak a conſolation , nor the loſs 1 
have ſaffred ſo ſmall, as that it can bee ſatisfied with reaſons of (o little weight ; ſay, 
with more truth that | was a burthen to the Princeſs , that my conſtancie wearied her, 
and paſſedin her eſteem for perſecution, or rather that ſkee found a perſon more love- 
ly, and more worthie of her affe&tions. This is all that can bee reaſonably ſaid in fa- 
vor of her; andall this I will conteſs with you; and provided I may but reproch her 
once more, for the Jaſt time, and yield up a foul at her teet, which her infidelitie can- 
not make her loſe , I will no longer murmur againſt her, You are ſo prepoſſeſſed ( an- 
ſwered Cleone ) and ( if reſpet will give mee leav to ſay ſo) {6 uncapable of reaſon- 
ing, that | will loſe no more time to convirice your opinion; bur to Juitihe my Miſtreſs 
to you, and to make you confeſs yourſelf that you cannot have theſe thoughts of her 
without ingratitude,[ will content my ſelf with relating her laſt a&tions plainly to you, 
and making you a true recital of all that hath happened to her fince your ſeparation 
and indeed it was for that deſign I came to ſeek yon, and to have 'd your Iocaacs it 
| had found you in better health. Oroondates chang'd color at theſe laſt words, and his 
ſoul in ſpite of the deſpair wherewith it was taken up, let ir ſelf bee carried away to 
ſom motion of Joy, when hee heard ſay that his Princeſs had need of his ſervice, and 
ſuffred it too bee demanded of him. Ah! Cleone ( cried hee) 1 have neither reſent- 
ment, nor wound that can detain mee, if Statira's ſervice com in queſtion. Let her bee 
a thouſand times more ingrateful, and a thouſand times more faithleſs if it bee poſſible, 
nothing can Ciſpence mee from my oaths, nor force my inclination ; I will ſery her, 
even inthe arms of my rivals, tothe laſt drop of my bloud, andT for her will imploy 
alite to its laſt moment, which ſhall never bee but hers. Speak, I pray you, how great 
ſoEver my imparience is, believ I will give aquiet attention, ard that for all her incon- 
ſtancie, you cannot talk of my Princeſs, without touching my heart at every word of 
your diſcourſ. Cleone having brought him to this paſs, drew the chair a little nearer, 
in which ſhee was ſet down by his entreatie, and ſeeing no bodie in the chamber to 
hear her but Arax?s, who was not ſuſpefted ro them, ſhee began her narration thus. 


The Hiſtorie of Caſſandra. 


Wy by the cruel laws of her dutie, the Queen ſaw her ſelf conſtrained to baniſh 
you from her for ever, and to givea ſhafp concluſion to enterviews that were 
incompatible with the ſevere rules of her virtue; ſhee ſubmitted her ſelf to that rigorous 
neceſlitie,wich deadly grief and inconceivable repugnancie. With how great reſolution 
and conſtanciz ſo&ver ſhee had arnvd and fortified her ſelf for ſo difficult an ation, ſhee 
ſhewed many ſigns of it before you,which it was impoſlible for her to retein; and not- 
withſtanding theinſenfibilitie you would tax her with,if you did conlider both her face 
& ations, you could not but obſerv violent changes, and powerful alterations from her 
ordinarie modeſtie; but if in your preſence ſhee could not poſſibly difſemble parc of her 
ſorrows, when ſhee was gon from you,ſhee let them break forth,in ſuch tender, doleful 
expreſlions, that the condition wee had left you in,was not tnich more worthie of pitie, 
then that wee ſaw her reduced to by that bitter ſeparation. Her face was altred from 
that very moment, and if it loſt not its lovelineſs, it at leaſt from thar firſt day, loſt all 
the chearfulneſs it hadrecovered, and within a few more, all the plumpneſs it had re- 
gained ſince the change of her condition. ln her journey to Babylon, ſhee appeared al- 
wales ſo languiſhing and ſo deje&:d, that the Queen her mother, the Princeſs her ſiſter, 
andall thoſe that were moſt dear to her, labored but in vain to divert her, and when 
ſhee was com thither, and that the preſence, and affeQtion of the King hes husband, 
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obliged her to a forced compliance, that violence ſhee ufed to hide her grief, made it 
the more ſeniible, and viſibly impair'd her healch. And indeed it was to the want of i 
{hee attributed all the marks of her ſadneſs, and the bodie was acculcd of a fickneſz, in 
which it had no (hare but by its communication with the ſoul. T he King, whoſe loye 
to her was ever exceeding great, imploied whatſoever was moſt magnificent, and miof 
diverting of all thac hee had drawn from ſo many conqueſts, to charm part ot her gif. 
contents, and the whole Court, whoſe hearts that great Princeſs had infinitely won by 
her goodneſs,and by the ſweetneſs of her converſation, ſought means by ſhews of po 
and rejoicing to burie that ſadneſs in which it was totally concerned, and which de. 
prived it of much of jts beautie ; but all theſe attempts were unprofitable, to pull 
the roots of it, out of a ſoul, in which it was too imperioully ſettled, and thele 
pomps, and divertiſements, gave her onely new occations to deplore her.condition, 
which made her alone incapable of thoſe delights, in which the meaneſt perlong en. 
joied a part. Yet did ſhee receiv the king's kindnefles, with a great deal of reſpe& and 
traely with a great deal of affeftion, andif his preſence could not wipe all the marks 
of griet” out of her face, ſhee at leaſt endeavored to diſpuiſe them from him, by worg 
full of ſweetneſs, and acknowledgment, and diſpoſed her mince to render him what 
dutie obliged her to without repugnance ; but when ſhee was alone, or withcut ap 
other companie but mine, ſhee treely diſcharg'd her heart of ſom of thoſe diſconteny 
that overwhelm'd it, and when I endeavored by words of comfort to give ſom inter- 
mifſion to her ſorrows, Let mee alone Cleone, ( would ſhee ſay ) let mee alone in quiet, 
| finceT have nothing elf but tears to give poor Oroondates; all eli is forbidden mee, 
nay,&this cruel dutie may alſo bee offended with theſe innocent marks ot my affetion; 
Jet us no longer weep therefore for Oroindates, ſince his remembrance js criminal, bur 
let us weep for my own miſeries, and for the rigor of my deſtinie, which rend's that 
violently from my heart, which my inclinations would. eternally preſerv there. Aer 
. ſhee had continued awhile in theſe thoughts, and that by my ſilence, or by aftions as 
{ortowtul as hers, ſhee ſaw mee keep her companie in her grief; Ah ! Cleone, ( would 
ſhee go on ) perchance at this inſtant poor Oroondates is no longer in the world, and 
though I have not deſery'd hee ſhould have an affeftion for mee violent enoughto 
bring him to his grave, the aſſurances hee hatch given mee of it in ſmaller occations, 
may make mee without vanitie believ, hee loved mee well enough to die tor mee. No, 
no, Oreondates is certainly dead, unleſs ſpite and reſentment have ſaved him , and it hee 
Hoe ſtill by their aſſiſtance, 'ris onely to hate mee, and to deteſt my crueltie. Shee could 
not end theſe words, without a floud of tears, which for ſom while diſabled her to 
ſay more, but when by time, and my aſſiſtance, ſhee was a little ſettled, thee would ſeek 
out reaſons to juſtifie her ſelf tro you, and to waſh her ſelf from your reproches. What 
could I havedon ; Orondates ( would ſhee ſay ) and by what means could I havepre- 
ſerv'd my ſelf for you, and preſery my ſelf in your eſteem? Alexander, to whomthe 
whole world raiſe's Altars, is hee a man, is hee a husband fo litcle contiderable, that 
his wife, ( nay and a wife whom after the fall of her houſ, hee from miſcrie, and capti« 
vitie exalted to the Throne, and to the higheſt place upon earth ) ſhould not entirely 
give him her affeftions? Ah! Oroondates, complain of mee no longer, and if death bee 
to bee ſought, after our mutual loſſes, let us die both together, rather then make my 
foul encline to an vnworthie, to an unjuſt repentance, that's a ſatisfationT never re- 
fuſed you, and if all thoſe you might bave hoped for, were as eaſie to mee, and as Jaw- 
fully permitted, you ſhould bee ſatisfied, my dear Oroondates, and 1 ſhould bee no longer 
miſerable. 

Shee was wont to ſpeak many other words, which by reaſon of their length, and 
of the effe& they work upon your minde, I will nor repeat, and lived on this manner, 
while the King received the Ambaſſadors at Babylon from all parts of the world, and 
while the Court was in ſuch a ſplendor as till that time had never been known to man. 
Yer the Queen not beeing able to endure that abode, and believing ſhee might hnde ſom 
abarerhent of her afflitions in ſolitarineſs, cauſed her Phyſicians to tell the King that 
change of atr was neceſſarie for the recoverie of her health, and baving with much 
adoo obtained permiſſicn to retire to the Caſtile of Calcis for ſom daies, {hee my _ 
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Bazlon, accompanied onely by the Princeſs her ſiſter, who never would forſake her, 
my (clt, ſom ot her waids, and her molt necefiarie ſervants. The Queen having thus 
got her (elt tree trom that great world, tound indeed ſom {weetneis in that retire- 
ment, and it the charming converſation of the Princeſs Pariſatis was not able to blot 
out of her mind2 chefſe diſcontents which overwhelm'd her, at leaſt ic partly lefſen'd 
them, and made her avow, that though ſhee was incapable of pleaſures, at leaſt her 
ſorrows did not torment her with ſo much violence. You nevertheleſs were till in her 
remembrance, and I conteſs that ſecing her one day in the ſame trances, and in the 
ſame grief tor your ablence, I had ſeen her inat Babylor;,the pitic(it 1 dare ſay fo) which 
| hadof her, and of your ſelf, obliged mee to propoſe your return to her, in caſe ſhee 
would conſent, and to revoke a ſentence whereby (hee had condemned her ſelf ro ſo ma- 
ny torments, but that great Princeſs ſtopping my mouth as ſoon as ever | ment ioned 
it 3 It js juit ( ſaid ſhre ) that I ſhould ſuffer, fince I have committed faults which de- 
ſer the puniſhment the gods have ſent mee ; but it is unjuſt that Oroondates ſhould re- 
turn, and | know very well both how to ſuffer ; and how to die, it it bee neceſſarie, ra- 
ther then revoke a ſentence, which my dutie alone hath pronounced. This indeed was 
the Queen's own reſolution, but ſhee was allo confhirm'd in it by the Princeſs her fiſter, 
to whom (hee had totally open'd her heart with all manner of freedom, and who ha- 
ving in all her ations bur particularly in the applications made to her by Prince Lyſi- 
machus, and Hepbeſtion, appeared as a prodigie of ſublime virtue , gave no counſels to 
the Queen that were not moit conformable ro what ſhee had prattiſed all her life. Wee 
ſpent our time thus in ſolitude, and in ignorance of all that paſſed other where, when 
the whole earth almoſt changed form by the Death of Alexander the Great, to whom 
the Queen his wife, had at her departure innocently given herlaſt farewells, receiving 
from him his laſt embraces. 1 believ it was by the expreſs order that was taken in it, 
that wee alone were ignorant of a loſs wherein the whole world was intereſted, when 
one of the King's guard came to the Caſtle where wee were with a letter from his 
Maſter. 

Cleone would have proſecuted her narration , and have told the Prince what hee al- 
readie had learn'd from Lyſimachms, but Oroondates, who hearken'd to her with impari- 
ence, and who was willing to ſpare her the pains of relating what hee knew before, in- 
terrupted her in this place; I am not ignorant ( faid hee) which way you were decei- 
ved, nor how you were brought before the wicked Rox 12a, and died in the opinion of 
every bodie ; but I know not how you were ſaved,nor how the Queen hath lived fince, 
and that's itif youpleal )which I deſire to learn, without troubling you in the recital of 
things I have heard alreadie. Theſe words ſhortned Cleone's relation, and Oroondates 
telling her what hee knew, when {hee had confirm'dit, fhee proceeded thus. 

| will add to what is com to your ear from the mouth of Tireas , that after Per 
diccs had put the Queen , the Princeſs her fifter, and mee into the charior, 
and was com into it himſelf , with his brother eAlkets and another of his 
companie, hee made it take the way toward Roxana's houſ', and ſeeing thoſe poor 
Princelſes expreſs their grief, and their apprehenſion by tears, and crics full of deſpair, 
hce whiſpered the Queen in the ear, ſo low that hee could not bee overheard but by 
his brocher, and the Princeſs Pariſatis. Beenot afraid Madam, ( faid hee) they would 
deſtroy you, but I will ſave you, with the peril of my fortune, and of my life. The 
Princeſſes were ſo troubled, that they ſcarcely underſtood thoſe. words, which were 
ſutfcient either to reaſſure them, or fright them more, andin the mean time , they 
drove ſo faſt, that within a ſhort ſpace, wee arrived at Roxana's houf; I will not tell 
you again the Queens encounter with her, nor the words of that cruel woman , which 
in ſpite of Perdiccas his promiſe, were enough to have ftruck a morral terror in perſons, 
wholelove of life had not been quite extinguiſh'd, but the Queen in whomthe fatal 
news of the King'sdeath, had abſolutely taken away all defire of it, hearkned co her 
threats unmoved, and not hoping tor any ſafetie , ſhee followed Perdiccas, and Alcetas 
who led us our of the great chamber, down a back ſtair, while cruel Roxana placed her 


ſelf at the window to feed her cies, witha fight ſhee had fo inhumanely oo 
Twas with much ado that Perdiccas kept her from going down into the Court ber 
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ſelf, and her intereſt in the d:ath of Darius his daughters was ſo great, that ſhee coulq 
not believ it certain, unleſs thee were preſent. Wee were halt way down the ſtairs that 
led into that fatal Court, when coming to a chamber door, Perdiccas made us go in, and 
leaving us there in the cuſtodie of his Hrother, hee took certain women out trom thence 
with him, which hee before had put under the guard of three or tour of hismen jn 
whom hee had a great deal of contidence. They were ſlaves ( as wee have heard ſince) 
which hee had clothed in habits little different from thoſe the Princetſes were wont t9 
wear, and having plotted with his brother, and thoſe whom hee truſted moſt, how hee 
might abuſe the cies of Rexana's light, whom hee was necellitated to obey, tor yery 
important reaſons, hee had caus'd them to bee brought into that chamber lecretly, by 
men of whoſe fidelitic hee was moſt aſſured. With theſe miſerable wretches it was, that 
thoſe cruel murtherers went down the reſt of the ſtairs into the Court, ſtopping their 
mouths with hankerchiefs, tor fear their cries ſhould diſcover the deceit, and "twas by 
the bloud of thoſe unfortunate creatures that they contented Koxana's inhumanean- 
bition; and deluded her fight; true ir is that the darkne(s, and diitance contributed 
very much, though Roxana ſtirred not from the window till the end of theexecution, 
and that there were lighted torches in the Court 3 bur it is certain, that in open day, 
and in another place, it had been very dithcult to carrie the enterpriſe on that 
manner. 

In the mean time wee continued in the cuſtodie of Alcetas, and of ſom of his men, 
and for fear the noiſ wee might have made, ſhould diſcover the Princefles to their ene- 
mies, they led us out of that firſt chamber into another further from the ſtairs. Wee 
were in ſo great a trouble, that neither fear nor hope had leiſure to take place in our 
ſouls, and wee remained for ſom time (o ftupified, that neicher the apprehenſion of 
death, nor the delire of ſafetie could work any thing upon us ; but in chis confuſion 
the Queens grief was more powertul then all her other thoughts, and remembring the 
news cruel Roxana had told her of the death of the King her husband, ſhee wasfo 
nearly touch'd with it, that ſhee hardly had ſirength to ſtand upon her legs; and ins 
deed ſhee caſt her ſelf preſently upon the tide of a bed that was in the room, and the 
Princeſs Pariſatis, and | beeing ſet down by her, ſhee began to folemnize her loſs, with 
a river of tears, which could not draw its ſource from any thing but a moi ſenſible, 
anda molt real ſorrow. No, Sir I know you will not bee offended, when [ tell you 
the —_ was in as great an affliftion for the death of that Illuſtrious husband, as 
could bee expetted from ſo virtuous a Princeſs, and that ſhee was as deeply (trucken 

with it, as if that affeQion had been ſettled in her heart from her earlieſt years, and 
had neither been croſſed by the remembrance of her loſſes, nor by her thoughts of 
you. Neither the fear of death, which ſhee did not believ ſhee had utterly avoided, 
and the obje& whereof was ſtill before her eies; nor the ruine of her affairs, which 
this change brought into a manifeſt declining, found any place at all in her imagine 
tion, when ſhee ſettled in it the rem:mbrance of that great man whom the gods had 
given her for her husband ; and in all her a&ions ſhee mad: it appear that her intereſt 
had no ſhare at all, in what proceeded from a pure, and heartie atfetion. The Prin- 
ceſs Pariſatis, whole greateſt trouble, at that time, was cauſed by her compaſſion of the 
Queen her ſiſters grief, ſhewed more aſſurance then (hee, and did all to comfort her 
that could bee looked for from ſo great a friendſhip as hers. Wee were thus mournfully 
imploied, when Alcetas drew near the bed, and addreſſing himſelf to the Queen, Me 
dam ( faid hee ) fear not, the greateſt danger is paſt, and if you will but keep {ilence 
a while in this chamber, my brother, and I will fave you, or periſh with you. Roxane 
ha's been as happily deceived as wee could wiſh, and wee onely ſtay for my brother's re- 
turn, to carrie you away from hence, and put you intoa place of fafetiez if youbee 
diſcovered, wee have thoſe here at our devotion, with whom wee can defend you by 
open force; but if weecan fave you without noif , both your condition, and ours 
will beemuch the better. While Alcetas ſpoke on this manner, the Queen turned her 
head toward him, and in ſtead of anſwering to his offers, Is it true Alcetas ( (aid (hee ) 
that the King is dead ? Hee is Madam ( replied Alcetas ) and Roxana to ſecure the king- 
dom to the childe ſhee is now big withal, would have cxtinguiſhed all the race of m- 
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efter bio, and all thoſe perſons that might bring any obſtacle to ber er. If the 
King bee dead (added che Queen ) why do you oppoſe Rexena's will? and why do 
ou prolong a lite wherein | ſhall finde no ſweerneſs after the loſs of ſuch a huzband ? 
+" them periſh, let them periſh , theſe miſerable reliques of Darics his familie, and 
if Koxana bee ſo thiritie of the bloud of thoſe who herecofore were hec (oreraigns 
and her Miſtreſies, {acrifice to her rage, this unfortunate woman who will live no 
longer; and fave onely my lifter ; ſhee never was Alexander's: wite, and though thee 
was Derixs his daughter, ſhee is not in a condition to conteſt for thole Dominions 
that once weve his, againſt {o many ſucceſſors of your King. The Princeſs Pariſatis 
interrupting che Queen at this diſcourl, Ask nothing for mee, Madam, (Cſaid ſhee ) 
fince lite ought not to bee dearer to mee then to you , my lofles are of the nature of 
yours, and though they bee neither (© freſh nor ſo conſiderable, by the difference of 
the perſons wee enjoyed, know that affeRion may equal them in our minds, aud chat 
the pare | bear in your aftlition, abſolutely take's away all che advancage, it could 
have over mine, The Queen not beeing in an eltate ro diſpute it with hee, onely 
ed her beeween her arms, and bathed her face with tears which ran from her cirs 
in great abundance; yet did ſhee draw firength from her courage to enquire of 
Alcetss concerning the King's death, and hee baving given her an exa& account. of it, 
that ſorrowful Queen at the end of his diſccurl,fell inco faintings, wherein for want of 
help,ſhee was like to have dicd b:tween our arms. After thee was com'n to her ſelf again, 
ſhee began to bring forth the molt woful lamencacions, that rhe greatne(s of her . 
on and the merit of the perſon ſhce bewailed could pur into her mouth. Alcetas praied 
her in vain to bee filent tor her ſafeties ſake, (hee was not capable of that contidera- 
tion, and | think verily her cries would have diſcovered us at lalt if Perdiccas had not 
GM into the Chamber. Hee inſtantly praied the Queeen to riſe from the bed where 
ſhee was ſer, to go along with him to a place,of ſecurizie , whither hee would carrie 
her, but (hee made licele reckoning of what hee, ſaid, and it the Princeſs her fifter, and1 
had not raiſed her up almoſt by force, ſhee would haye continued there to expett ber 
deftinie. Wee went out of the Chamber without any lights, and paſſed through a 
Gallcrie, at the end whereof there waza little pair of ſtairs, which wee wene down,and 
ſo out of that deteſtable houſ; wee found a Chariot at the door, into which Perndiccas 
making us get up, took his place there with us, and his brother and one of his friends 
with him, and then the Chariotecr who had his dire&tions what to do, drove preſent- 
ly to his houſ where wee now ate, and where the Queen as well as you, hath paſſed a 
part of her exile. ? 

Here Orvondates interrupting Cleone's Narration , O gods ! (aid her) is it paſtible 
my Princeſs ſhould have {o ingratefully concealed her (elf from mee, if (hee knew 
the place where] was, the condition I - was' in for her ſake? Is it polkble ſhee 
ſhould have been able ro lodg wich mee under the fame roof, without giving tnee at 
leaſt the news of her breing alive, (ince that of her beeing dead, had brought mee fo 
near unto my grave? O what an exceſs ofcrueltie | O whara prodigjie of ingratitude ! 
Hee ended theſe words with adeep ſigh, and Gone going on with her Relagionz Stay 
but for the end of my diſcourC '(continued ſhee.) and then if you finde realon forit, 

{hall bee permitted co condemn her. *'T was not under the ſame roof wee ladg'd, 

t at the endof this Garden, there is a little houf containing onely a couple. of 
Chambers, and a cloſet or two, where wee made our abode. Perdiccas, who by one 
of his followers that was Polemen's kinſaan, had mage an agreement for our 
retreat hither, chought it fitceſt for us to lie in that place, as beeing furcher our of 

the way , le{vin {ight, and leſs bjet to thoſe encounters which may happen-ina houf 
Where a whole Family is lodg'd, Hee propoſed ic to the Princeſs and mee as :wee 
were coming , ſeeing the Queen was incapable of all converſation, and defiring for 
the intereſt of his: own attairs , and as hee cold us, for that of their ſaferie, that It 
ſhould bee unknown to the whole world, hee praied us to conceal our falve very 
carefully, ance our ruine was inevitable if wee were diſcovered, .and -thet Roxana was 
ſo ab'olute over the Ma:edoniens, that it would bee impoſkible for us to eſcape, if the 
Place of our retreat wereknown, Hee told che Princelles likewiſe char hee. could not 
wit- 
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undertake their proteftion openly againſt Roxana, becing joyried in intereſt with her, 
.and having been declared governor of the childe that ſhould bee born of her z butthac 
if they would affiſt on their part , and keep themielvs hid as hee d-lired, hee promiſed 
to divert all the dangers that threatned them ; Hce then endeavored to ſet a high value 
upon that obligation,and repreſented to them, that by what hee did in their favor, hee 
manifeſtly hazarded his fortune and his lite. The Queen was fo caſt down, that hee 
anſwered nothing to his diſcourl, nor ſo much as hearkned to it ; but the Princeſs her 
filter, and 1 in whom deſpair was leſs aCtive then in her , endeavored to ſupply tha 
defe&t, and to receiv Ferdiccas his advice , for the preſervation of our lives. Wee were 
very re{pettully received by Polemon and his wite, into the quarter prepared for us,and 
thoſe good people ſtudied to ſery their Princeſſes with great zeal and affeRion, 
As ſoon as they were going to bed Perdiccas bad them good night, and retired to the 
Townto take order for thoſe important affairs that lay upon him , having told them 
hee would com again the next day ſo ſecretly, that his viſits ſhould never bee known to 
any: bodie, and that by all manner of ſervices hee would ſtrive to merit pardon for the 
fear hee had put them in. The Queen paſſed the reſt of that vight in continual fighs, 
and Pariſatis and | not beeing able to hinder the courf of them, and ſcarce could 
ſhee by her wearineſs with extream rormenting her ſelf pet a litile fleep , or rather; 
lictle flamber toward the next morning ; ſhee kept her bed that day, and all herin- 
ploiment was to deplore her loſs by moſt doleful words, and by a tea of tears , whoſe 
flowing it was impoſſible for us to ſtop hardly for a moment; Alexander's name wa 


* perpetually in her mouth, and his 1deaalwais preſent to her r-membrance ; ſhee by the 


greatne(s of her virtue had ſo clean wiped out all the cauſes ſhee had tormerly had to 
hate bims to imprint in the place of them, all that hee had don in her tavor, and all that 
was great and lovely in him, that ſhee had nothing remaining of him, but a moſt dear 
memorie full of love and veneration. '1 ſhould not have don of a longtime, it] would 
repeat'all the complaints ſhee made for the greatneſs of her Jols, and [I beliey 
jealoulie would make that diſconr[unplealing to you, fince you are alreadie ſufficiently 
diſpoſed to bee ill ſatisfied with her ; 1 will pals them over therefore, and content my 
ſelt with telling you, that when by the height of her courage, which had alreadie re- 
fiſted ſo many loſſes withont beeing dejet:d , and by the perſwalions of the Princeſs 
her fiſter, ſhee was becom capable of lictle reaſon, wee began to make ſom propoſitions 
to her, toaching her ſafetie, and the eitabliſhment of her attairs- Amonglt Alexander's 
Saccellors there was a good number, in whom ſhee had found much afteRion to her 
ſervice, and from whom ſhe might have hoped for great alliltance 3 of them Prince 
Lyfamachus, who for his qualitie, for his virtue, and for his credit, held one ofthe 
ok , was not onely at the devotion of the Princeſs Pariſatis , but by a 
thouſand ations which had reſounded loudly at the Court, had given ſufficient teſti- 
monie, that hee defired no more advantageous tortune,then the occaſions of ſacritizing 
- himſelf for her. Prince Oxiartes, and old "Artabaſus had yet ſom autoritie among the 
Perſians, andIcounfſell'd the Queen to imploie them all, and make uſe of them inthe 
neceſlitie of her affairs, to maintain her {«lt againſt the power of her enemies, but 
after' wee had reaſon'd a good while, wee conſidered that wee ſhould finde few Princes 
among Alexander's Succefſors that would dare to take up arms againit Roxana, knowing 
ſhee was-with childe of him, who was to command them one day, and by that reaſon, 
ſo-abſolute'among the Macedonians, that they no longer followed any bodies will but 
hers 3-As for Lyſimachus, the Princeſs Pariſatis who till then had defended her ſelf 
againſthis love with an admirable virtue, would 'not imploie him,whether it were that 
ſhee -was of too high a ſpirit to give matter of cbligation toa man that was ſo much 
inlovewith her , and who according to the common report had obliged herto bee 
ſormhing ſenſible of it, or whether it were that with likelibood ſhee feared to looſl 
him, in hazarding him alone againſt ſo many other Princes. For: Oxtartes and 'Af- 
'tabazzs there was no doubt of their good wills, bur they were alone, and retired into 
the: Provinces which the late King had aſſigned them. Theſe conſiderations made them 
relolvg-30-wait «the: pleaſure of the gods, without ſtirring any. thing in 'a condition 
wherein" they wicolh lictle able, ul to make uſe yet of Perdiccas, who alene > 
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where they were, and who could hurt them more then all the reſt. With this defign 
wee put otf a habit which might bee hurtful to the intention wee had taken to lie 
concealed , and having received other cloaths from Polemon's wite and daughter, wee 
had a minde alſo to accuſtom them to call the Princeſſes by ather names then their 
own » Which all the world knew belong'd particularly to the roial houſ of 
Perfta. 
bh you have heard that the deceaſed King Darixs came not to the Crown by 
Succeſſion ; and that though hee was Son to Arſanes the chief among the Perfians, the 
Kingdom had not appertained to him , but that the rojal line was quite extin& in the 
perſon of King Occhus. His fir{t name was Codoman, and hee was ſo called, when by a 
tingle combat, which hee fought at the head of two Armies, hee decided the fortune of 
ewo Empires, andadded Armenia to that of the Perſians who had truſted their fortune 
to his valor alone. The remembrance of this aftion , and of many others hee had 
don in their favour, obliged them with a common conſent to chooſ him for their $9- 
veraign, eſpecially conſidering his birth was indeed the higheſt of all the Kingdom, 
and that hee was an allie, and a near kin{man of the deceaſed King Occbus and of his 
Predeceſſors. Codoman having thus attained the Empire, thought fit according to the 
example of former Kings, to take one of thoſe names which uſed to bee peculiar to the 
roial tamily, as Cyrus, Artaxerxes and Dariw, fo retaining the laſt for himſelf, hee 
gave that of Artex2rxes to his Son , and thole of Statira and Pariſatis to the Queen 
his wite, and the two Princeſſes his daughters. Theſe names alſo arc held in ſuch re- 
verence among the Perſians,that they have never given them but to their Queens,and to 
theic Princelſes, who hardly ever bore any others, The former names ot the Queen, 
and of the Princels her filter, who were born awhile before their Father came unto the 
Empire, were ( aſſandra and Euridice 3 *twas under thoſe they paſt the firſt years of their 
age, and ſeeing themſelvs reduced to the neceſſitie of forſaking thoſe for ſom time, 
which the change of their qualitie had made them take ; they believed that in that ſe- 
cond revolution, they could not do better, then to return to thoſe they had born du- 
ring their former fortune, when they were in ſo tender an infancie,that few were likely 
to have preſerved the memorie of it ; they having al(o loſt the hope of commanding 
the Perſcans any more, and with ir the defire of keeping thoſe names which appertained 
onely to their Soveraigns. Ir was therefore by thoſe of Cafſandra and Euridice that 
Pariſatis commanded Polemon to call them, and 1 accuſtomed my ſelf fo well to it, that 
whenever | ſpake to them fince, I alwaies call'd them fo. Polemon and his Family, 
who ſerved them with an exceeding great zeal, and who knew what they owed unto 
their Princeſſes, could not get the habit of ir, but the Queen commanded them ſo ex- 
pre{ly,chat they were conſtrained to obey her,and to uſe themſelvs to forget reſpe&,that 
they might not ſay any thing that could diſcover them to their domeſticks.Part of that 
ſecond day was paſſed, when in ſtead of Perdiccas whom wee expeCtcd,wee ſaw his brother 
Alceras enter in a great trouble,and bearing marks in his face of a very ſenſible grief, the 
Princeſſ:s having asked him the cauſ, hee told them that Perdiccas, as hee was coming 
to vilit them alone, to the end his vilies might bee the leſs taken notice of, had mec 
Lyſimachus who had defied him, and fought with him upon their quarrel,and thar after 
a long combat which had been parted by firanger Paſſengers , Perdiccas had received 
two very deep wounds, but that the Chirurgians gave aſſurance they were not dange- 
rous, not capable to keep him long in bed, and that his brother ſeeing himſelt by that 
accident deprived of the means to wait upon them, had commanded him to lupply his 
—_ and in his default, to do them all the ſervices they could hope for from himſelf. 
he Princeſſes who had ever believed that Lyſimachus would not leav their wrongs 
unpuniſhe#, an that hee both loved Pariſatis enough , and was generous enough 
not to forlake their intereſts, for any conſideration of his own , by this news received 
a (trong confirmation of itz but though this ation was very obliging to. them, and 
that they valued the perſon of Lyfimachus much more then that of Perdiccas, yet did 
they teſtifie to Alcetas that they participated in his trouble, and were extreamly ſorry 
for his hrother's 'misfortune, they prai'd him to aſſure himof ic, and within awhile 
after Alcetas becing gon, they began todiſcourſ upon that adventure, and to deliberate 
Oooo between 
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berween them whether they ſhould diſcover themſelvs to Lyſimachus, and let him know 
the condition they were in ; but while they were in this converlation , Alcione Pole. 
mon's daughter came into the Chamber,and put anew di{quiet into the Queens minde, 
by the news ſhee brought. The Princeſſes made ſom reckoning of that woman 
reaſon of her beautie and of many marks of diſcretion, and virtue they found in her, 
and at thattime having received her with a great deal of goodneſs, Wee have in the 
houſ (ſaid ſhee) a new gueſt very much wounded ; 1 am not certain that I know him 
but if the change which ſom years, and the loſs of bloud have cauſed in his face, dig 
not race out ſom of the old Ideas,] ſhould believ it to bee that great Prince of Scythia; 
whom 1 have ſeen heretofore at Babylon near tbe late King Darius , whom the whole 
Court adored for his virtue, and who gained the reputation of the bravelt and ya. 
lianteſt man in the world. Scarce had Alcione ſpoke theſe words when the Queen 
touched at the heart with them, fell into a cold ſweat all over, and began to tremble 
from head to foor, like a perſon quite belide her ſelf. The Princeſs her litter and] 
obſerved itand knowing the cauſ well enough , did what wee could to hinder Alcione 
from perceiving it, and having ſent her upon ſom errand to get her out of the Cham. 
ber, wee remained alone with her at more libertie. Then by her wandring looks ex- 
preſſing the agitation of her ſoul, Siſter (ſaid ſhee) conſider but my fortune a little, and 
if this news bee true, ſee by what a redoubling of diſaſters ſhee overwhelnis mee. Shee 
accompanied theſe few words, with two or three fighes, and while Pariſatts full of 
thoughts like her, muſed upon that adventure without aniwering, | could not dif 
ſemble my opinion, and not ſeeing thoſe misfortunes in that encounter which ſhee 
complained of, Madam, (ſaid 1) 1 know not what occalion you have to afi& your 
ſelt at this news, and in the condition of your affairs, | do not believ you ought with 
trouble to receiv the return of him, from whum of all men living you may hope for 
mo aſſiſtance. Hold thy tongue (ſaid the Queen) hold thy tongue Cleone, and better 
underſtand a minde, which cannot ſuffer any memorie but that of Alexander,fcarce havel 
begun to weep for that deceaſed, iluſtrious husband,but Oroindates com''s back to mee, 
Oroandates that dear ſcourge of my daies, from whom I cannot receiv that ſuccor thou 
propoſeſt to mee as from other men ; doeſt thou believ I can with an indifferent eie 
ſee that man whom l have lov'd ſo well, and that man who in ſpite of all my conſide- 
rations, and of all my loſſes, I can not yet keep my {elf from loving ? and doeſt thou 
think 1 ought, or can ſee him otherwiſe, I who am widow to Alexander the Great, | 
who began bur too daies _ to ſhed my tears for the loſs of an husband, the greatclt 
of all men living,and |-who ought to admit no other remembrance but his,unleſs | will 
make my ſelf worthy of my miſeries, and becom the ſcorn of the whole earth ? belides 
theſe conſiderations of honor, doſt thou believ that theſe tender thoughts of love, 
which I really have for the memorie of my dear husband, will bee diſperſed by the re- 
turn of Oroandates ? and doſt thou judg alſo that the powertul character of my firſt 
affetion can bee blotted out by the remembance of what | ow to the aſhes of Alexander? 
The Queen pronounced theſe laſt words with tears and ſighes, which pur her {iſter and 
mee into a perplexitie lictle different from hers, and afterwards ſhee brought forth 0- 
thers which were ſo moving, that perſons the leaſt capable of pitie , would have ben 
deeply touch'd with them.] proteſt to you Sir, with a great deal of truth, that I was 3 
joyful for your return as it was poſſible for mee to bee for any thing, 8& that | imploied 
all the credit I had with the Queen to baniſh thoſe ſcruples out of her minde, which 
oppoſed your re-eſtabliſhment, I repreſented to her that thoſe reaſons which during 
the life of her husband ſhee with juſtice might have alledged to defend her ſelf againlt 
your love, ceaſed with their cauſ, and that the gods in takeing Alexander from her, had 
alſo taken away all the obſtacle they had placed between you and your felicitie; that 
it was true the loſs ſhee had ſuffred was very freſh, but that alſo in the misfortune of 
her affairs, and even in the peril of her life, ſhee might lawfully make uſe of a man,to 
whom ſhee had ſo many former obligations, and to whom ſhee had been given by the 
King her Father, without beeing accuſed ofa lightneſs with which perchance one 
might have reproached her , if after the death of the King her husband, ſhee hadcon- 
tinued in her former fortune, or but ſo much as in any ſafetie ; and in ſhort, | wges 
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all that I thought reaſonable in your defence, and the Princefs her ſiſter, who all her 
life time, had approved a {trict teveritic, tinding a great deal of reaſon in what | faid, 
contented her (clt with hearing it without arguing for it or againſt it; and having al- 
waics perfeRtly eſteemed your perſon, though her thoughts were the ſame with the 
Queens, ſhee would do nothing that might prejudice you. The Queen was not at all 
ſhaken by my words, but atter thee had given me libertie enough to ſpeak my minde, 
Know Cleone {(aid thee) chat belides the intereſts of mine honor, and of my dignitie, 
Love is as powerful in my foul tor Alexander, as it was heretotore tor Orondates, theſe 
ewo 2fiitions combat in my heart with an equal advantage, but dutie which take's 
part with the lacer, and the more legitimate , make's the viQorie turn to that fide. 
Alexander is dead , 'cis true, but my atteQion is not dead with him, and having been re- 
ally ſuch as it ought to bee, ] have no difficultie to accommodate my dutie with it. 
But, Madam, (ſaid |) what {hall becom then of this poor Prince, whom you precipi- 
tate more then ever into that fea of mistortunes, out of which atter ſo many croſſes, 
the goodneſs of the gods ſeemed to have delivered him ? In this (replied the Queen ) 
the gods labor for his repoſe and mine, hee ſhall live in the ſame error with the reſt of 
men, and the belict of my death will make him retire into his Countrie, where hee will 
live with more tranquillitie then hee ha's don formerly. Ah! Madam, (cried{) how 
fall of inhumanicie and ingratitude is this diſcourſ'! you know Orowndates, and the 
love hee bears you too well, to believ hee can live after the news of your death ; Whar, 
will you have the heart to hear hee is ſo near you, without letting him at leaſt know 
that you are alive, to prevent by that knowledg the violent retolutious, which that 
error wherein you would have him live would doubtleſs make him take ? If you 
could anſwer for Orcordates (faid the Queen haſtily) that hee ſhould love mee no more, 
or that hee ſhould no more require an atte&ion trom mee, which 1 nv more can allow 
to man, I would fee him, and draw a great deal of conſolation trom that fight ; bur 
{leone, do you think you could obtain this of him for our common repoſe ? In this 
propoſition (replied |) thereis ſo little likelihood, and ſo little juſtice, that I will never 
make it to him while 1 live. Talk to mee no more on'c then, (anſwered the Queen) 
fince there is leſs of both, in that you delire of mee. The Queen ſpake theſe laſt words 
in ſuch an imperious way that I durſt argue no longer, andI believed it not beſt to ſer 
my ſelf ſo ſoon to overcom her will, in which perchance time would more eaſily 
make an alteration; wherefore | onely ſaid, Do not torment your ſelf ſw much, Ma- 
dam, with the perſecutions you apprehend from that poor Prince, perhaps Alcione 
may bee deceived; and if it ſhould bee really hee , what do wee know but that his 
wound may be morta], and that hee may quickly bee in a condition to leay you in that 
repoſe you ſo much deſire, The Queen was not well pleaſed with that reply, as 
- | found by her looks, and falling of a ſudden into a fatal thought, If Oroondates die 
(added ſhee) I will infallibly die with him, and though my filter diſapprove theſe vio- 
lent paſſions, I will nevertheleſs confeſs before her, that I ſhould finde leſs -difhcultie in 
dying for him, then in conſenting to fee him again. Wee were in this diſcour{ when 
Alcione came back from the errand ſhee had been ſent on , and having enquired of her 
concerning their new gueſt , ſhee told us that according to the Chirurgians report his 
wound was not mortal, that (hee had ſeen his face a ſecond time, and that though hee 
endeavored very caretully to keep himſelt from beeing known, - ſhee was more then ever 
confirmed in her opinion that it was Prince Oroondates. The Queen trembled at this 
confirmation, but ſhee difſembled her {ence of it before Alcione, and calling mee to her 
bed (ide, ſhee talk'd with mee a great while of you, in terms full of the marks of a 
violent pallion, but of a paſſion that was ſubje&tunto her dutie, and that feared , and 
tremble1 at the memorie of Alexander 3 ſhee paſſed all the night in cruel agitations, 
and theſe new di'quiets mingled themſelvs ſo ſtrongly with the former, that they ba- 
nithed out ot her minde all the hope of quiet which yer was left there ; If the remem- 
brance of Alexander came into her thoughts, with ics molt powerful advantages,” you 
preſently apprared before her in the moſt lovely charming form you ever had, and if 
that (igare wrought any effeft upon her heart, the memorie of Alexander again bani- 
ſhed ir as a criminal (educer, or as an enemie whoſe very approaches were dangerous to 
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her reputation; if in the moſt violent of her thoughts ſhee cried out, O Alexander ! 
O Orondates ! would thee add initamily after it; yer ſhee brought forth that lat 
name, but as it were by (tealth,and that conſtraint ſhee uſed upon her felt in fayorof ir, 
made it more dear to ber, then it {hee had pronounced it in a perfe&t libertie, The 
whole night was ſpent on this manner : ncicher her wearineſs,nor her former watch- 
ings beeing able to bring (leep upon her eie-lids, and the Sun no ſooner appeared in 
her Chamber-window, but her cruel diſquiets making her hate her bed, ſhee call'd 
to mee to bring her cloathes ; I gave her thoſe that were deſtined to her ſince the change 
of her name, which were Polemon's daughters, and which as plain as they were,took off 
nothing from the Majeſtic of her ordinarie Juſter. Shee was hardly readie, when beeing 
delirous to clear her doubts with more aſſurance , ſhee ſent for old Polemon, in whom 
ſhee had alreadie found a great deal of underſtanding , diſcretion, and zeal to fery 
her; and as ſoon as hee was at her Chamber door ſhee reſted her ſelf upon his hand, 
and went down alone with him into the garden, where ſhee ſought out the mot prj- 
vate walks to entertain him with more libertie, and leſs danger of beeing diſcovered; 
but ſcarce had ſhee begun to propoſe her doubts to him, when ſhee ſaw her ſelf cloſe 
by two men, who as wee have learned fince, were Lyſimachus and Araxes , (heewas 
ſarpriſed at that ſight, and beeing unwilling to bee known, ſhee turned away of a 
ſudden, and leaving Polemon, went out of the garden at a little door,which led her into 
the Wood. Within awhile after, Polemon beeing com into our lodging,told the Queen, 
that hee was no more able then his daughter to inform her touching what ſhee deiired 
to know of him, bur that his thoughts agreed with Alciones, and that hee believed as 
ſhee did, that the wounded ranger was the Prince of Scythia 3 that hee had not been 
able to learn any thing of it from them that ſerved him, whether it were that they were 
ignorant, or that they had order to conccal itz that all hee could gueſs at by their 
diſcourſ, was that poſſeſſed with ſom violent grief hee had given himſclt chat wound, 
and that thoſe that looked to him had all the difficultie in the world to perſwade him 
to live, and ſuffer his cure to bee endeavored. No ſooner had Polemon given the Queen 
this information, but ſhee gueſſed ar the truth of that adventure, and judged by her 
former knowledg of your love, that the news of her death had cait your ſoul into that 
deſpair; this belief redoubled (if ic were poſlible) her affe&tion to you, and made her 
think of finding out ſom means to ſee you without beeing ſeen of you. What ({aid 
ſhee to her ſelf) ſhall I have thrown my dear Oroondates into this danger, and (hall | 
have receiv'd this laſt, this potent mark of his love to mee, and ſhall I knowhimſo 
near mee, without ſeeing him ? Ah! no my dutie,you ſhall not bee ſo ſevere; I will not 
forget you, though I ſee my dear Orentes, and | will bee ſo circumſpett in this ation, 
that you ſhall bee ſure to receiv no offence by it. But miſerable Statira, what would 
becom of thee, it Alexander's ghoſt ſhould preſent ir ſelf ro thee in this viſit and re- 
proach thee with thy lightneſs in a threatning voice? My bodie (would it (ay to 
thee) hath nor yet receivedthe rites of burial, and doſt thou run ingrateful woman, 
to new affetion ? Doſt thou ſeek occalions to forget mee, thou whom I have fo 
dearly loved; while the whole earth, whereof I have been the terror, is in a general 
deſolation? Ah! dear and glorious ſpirit, give ſom truce unto thy juſt reſentment, 
and confider that I am not guiltie of infidelitie, for beeing a little ſenſible; I reverence 
thee much as | ought,and as thou canſt wiſh; but I am ſo much indebted co poor Orum 
dates, that it thou wert alive, thou would'ſt not forbid mee thy {elf to ſee him for 
ſom few moments, in a condition to which 1 alone have reduced him. After having 
long conteſted on this manner , ſhee reſolved in the «nd to ſee you, if ſhee could do it 
without danger of beeing diſcovered; and for that defign , having conferr'd aboutit 
rowards the evening with Alcione, and told her that verie important reaſons obliged 
her, to certific her ſelf with her own eies, whether or no it were the Prince of Scythia, 
ſhee was long contriving waies with her, and having found them all roo dangerous, 
ſhee hearkned a lirtle to the laſt Alcione propoſed. Madam, (ſaid ſhee) at the endot 
a gallerie to which I can lead youby a back ſtair, there is a little door which open's into 
the ſpace on the far ſide of his bed, cloſe to the head of it, *tis ſeldom made faſt but 
toward the gallecie , and if to. marrow morning before thoſe that wait upon him 
com 
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com into bis Chamber,your Majeſtie will have mee bring you in at thatdoor,jit will not 
bee hard for mee to do fo, and it any bodie (ſhould com in while you are there, you may 
ealily get out the ſame y and not bee perceived by any bodie; it will onely bee need- 
ful to learn if hee tee allcep, and for that purpoſe | will go in firtt, and looking in at 
the curtain will bring your Majeſtie word. The Queen tound a great deal of hazard in 
this propolition, and was long before ſhee could approve of it, but at laſt, the ardenc 
delire (hee had to fee you, made her pals over all manner of difficulcies, and reſolv 
blindly co follow Alctone ; ſhee would not venture upon it without communicating 
ic to the Princeſs her liſter; and chat ſcrupulous Ladie, not beeing able to yield 
to it, argued long againſt that delign, with many ſpecious reaſons ; but in the end 
knowing how nuch ſhee is YrIn the Queen in oppoſing her intention, ſhee agreed 
to her delire, and would needs accompanie her ro the door her ſelf. 

The day hardly began to appear, when the too Princeſſes were readie, and Alcione bee- 
ing their guide, led them through the garden while every bodie was yet alleep. The 
Queen went trembling up the ſtairs, and it by the accidents of her life ſhee had not 
been accullomed to great and dangerous things, ſhee would never have had courage 
enough to execute thatentepriſe; when ſhce was in the Gallerie, Alcione opened your 
Chamber door very {oftly, and went gently to your beds head; though the place 
was ſomthing dark, it received light enough by the opening of that door,to let Alcione 
ſee your face was turned towards her, and that you were aſleep ; when ſhee was certain 
of it ſhee came back to the Queen who ſtaicd for her with fears and impatiencies which 
are not imaginable; ſhee went in nevertheleſs, but with inward ſhiveriugs, and a 
prehenſons which put her almoſt beſides her ſelf; when ſhee was by your bedfide, 
and that by the opening of the curtain ſhee diſcovered the face which ſhee had ſo ex- 
wreamly loved, and which neither loſs of bloud, nor the darkneſs of the place could 
hinder her from knowing, her affeftion tranſported her in ſuch manner, that ſhee was 
like to have gon beyond the bounds of modeſtie, to follow the violent motions which 
that ſight awakened; yet was ſhee Miſtriſs of her ſelf in that occaſion, as ſhee had 
been in all the ations of her life, and chat conſtraiat made her fall into a wondrous 
great perplexity ; ſhee looked upon you, as much as the light would give her leav, 
with thoughts enflamed by her former paſſion , and with raptures of love, which ſhee 
hath ſince confeſſed to mee as crimes ; ſhee was often even _ the point to waken 
you, and to diſcover her ſelf to you, by all the modeſt proots you could defire of her 
affeftion 3 but ſhee was as often difſwaded from it by thole ſevere ſcrupulous conlidera- 
tions | have alreadie told you. Muſt it needs bee ſo (faid thee very foftly ) muſt it 
needs bee ſo, my dearly loved Orontes, that you ſhould bee longer ignorant of the 
eſtate of your preſent condition, and that for weak conſiderations, I ſhould uſe a 
violence upon my ſelf which kills mee? muſt I conceal my face from him, to whom 
my heart was never concealed, and muſt refuſe him my verie fight, to whom I have 
totally given my ſoul ? Ah ! no, vain ſhadow of an unjuſt reputation, oppoſe thy (elf 
no more againlt ſuch juſt, and ſuch powertul motions, thou tyrannizeſt over mee 
too inhumanely, my dear Orontes mult ſee mee, and mult receiv at leaſt this ſatisfaCti- 
on, for ſo many fervices as hee hath don mee : In this chought ſhee put forth her 
arm to waken you, but at that very inſtant the remembrance of Alexander came in- 
to her minde, which not onely diverted her from that deſign, but alſo made her bluſh 
at that intention, and at the eſtate in which ſhee ſaw her ſelf. What, (faid (hee again) 
is it then the wife of Alexander the Great, and of Alexander dead but three daies ago 
that run's impudently to ſeek a man that ha's loved her in his verie bed? This refle&tion 
confounding her, and Rirring her up againſt her (elf, made her rife up from the chair 
where (hee fate, to go out of the Chamber, which ſhee began to look upon as a place 
of ſhame and reproach to her, Let us flie (ſaid ſhee in anger) let us flie from a place 
fafal ro our reputation, and make amends for the fault wee have commited, by a firm 
reſolution never to do the like again while wee live. But at the moment of that ſepa- 
ration, ſhee could not forbear caſting back her eies upon you, and that obje& inlen- 
libly diſſipating her ſeverer thoughts, pull'd her back with more weakneſs, and more 
tenderneſs then before, Oh! Orontes (added ſhee with adeep figh) how hard ir is to 
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keep ones reſolutions againſt you, or rather how difficult it is to ſee you, and remem- 
ber you witbour loving you? In this confulion of minde ſhee floated ſo long that 
the Sun beginning to appear , brought light into the whole Chamber, but ſhee for. 
got her ſelt ſo {weetly near you, that ſhee took not notice of the ſtay (hee made, and 
her ſeveral diſquiets had fo diſtracted her, that I believ ſhee would have Raicd there 
longer, if ſhee had not heard you figh twice or thrice, and ſeen you awhile after 
ſtretch forth your arms, and open your eies. Nothing but your wakening was able tg 
make her go out of the Chamber, but bel1des that, ſhee at the ſame time heard the other 
door open, and beeing unwilling to bee ſurpriſed, (hee ran haſtily away, and lhutting 
the door after her, went back to Alcione, who waited for her in the Gallerie, from 
whence the Princeſs Pariſatis was gon away betore, having perceived a man at the other 
end of it. 

This diſcourſ of Cleones, recalling into the Princes minde the remembrance of his 
Viſion, Q, Statira(cried hee) | ſaw you tor all the {uddennefs of you departure, | ſaw 
you vaniſh like lightning, but my thoughts never reached the truth of this adventure, 
I took you your ſelt to bee but the Ghoſt of my Queen, that came to demand the re- 
venge | owed her againſt her barbarous murtherers ; and Prince Lyſimachus, who had a 
glimpſ of Princeſs Pariſatis in the Gallerie had the ſame conceipt 3 1 was far enough 
trom imagining, that at that ſame inſtant while I bewailed your loſs with tears of 
bloud, and while I preſerved the remnant of my miterable life to revenge your 
death, you could bee fo near mee, as not to vouchſate to draw mee out of thaterror 
which had brought mee ſo near unto my grave; the gods would have mee ignoraiit 
of it then, but 'tis their pleaſure | ſhould learn it now, that | might receiv confir- 
mations of your harc-heartedneſs toward mee. 

If you have found her {o in other encounters (replied Cleone) I donot think you 
have any cauf in this ation to complain of her, nor ought you to take ir asa lizhe 
mark of afte&ion in a perion of her qualitie and humor; and to ſay truth, ſhee 
eſteemed it one of the boldeſt and moſt dangerous -fhee had ever ventured upon in all 
| herlife, and it you had defired part of her bloud from her , ſhee would more ealily 
have granted it then ſuch a vifit; Shee came away ſo troubled , that I feared ſom 
ſtrange accident had happened to her ; and thee told mre all with ſuch tender moving 
expreſlions, that ſhee drew ters of compaſſion from mee. 1 have ſeen him Cleore (faid 
ſhee) I have ſeen poor Oroondates , but *'twas onely to redouble my grief the more 
heavily ; as pale as hee is, hee is yet as lovely as ever hee was, and I would it pleaſed the 
gods, that either hee had ceaſed to bee ſo, or that I could ceaſto bee ſenſible, or ceal ro 
live, fince it is not their will that I ſhould live for him. After many diſcourſes of 
that nature, ſhee v. ent forth into the Wood, where ſhee ſought out the moſt gloomie 
ſecret places to truſt her ſorrows to them, and that they might bear a ſhare in them, 
ſhee took a bodkin which I gave her, and under the name ot Caſſardra engraved partot 
her diſcontents upon the Rocks, andupon the barks of the trees. After that day (hee 
paſſed ſom others in theſe ſad imploiments, without beeing able to reſoly to diſcover 
her ſelf to you, nor to attempt the hazzard of a ſecond vilit, and I know not whether 
ſhee could have perliſted in that minde, but ſkee received a ſurcharge in hcr affiftion 
which caſt her utterly down, and which joined to her other ſorrows put her into a 
feaver which made her keep her bed, almoſt all the time that you did ſo; it was the 
news of the death of Queen Sy/igambzs, whom their Joſs together with her grief for 
that of Alexander, had brought unto her grave, which ſhee voluntarily preferred before 
the life ſhce could lead atter the death of thoſe that were ſo dear to her : The two 
Princeſſes, were 1o infinitely ſorrowful forthe loſs of that great Queen, that they were 
hardly to bee comforted, and it Princeſs Pariſatis had nor ftriven againſt her grief, to 
take care of her (iſter in her ſickneſs, ſhee would quickly have been in a condition little 
different trom hers. During all the time the Queen kept her bed, all her thoughts 
were divided between you and her deceaſed husband, thee never ſaid any thing that 
could ſhow any trouble tor the loſs of Parius his Empires, nor of thoſe which ſhee had 
lince poiſed with 4iexander in more glorie then any Princeſs of the world ; ſhee ne- 
ver thought of the fall of cr ouf', nor of the profſperitie of her enemies,and theliecle 
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wer ſhee had to revenge her ſelf on them; ſhee never envied Roxana's fortune, nor 
ever made any complaint againſt her, but ſhee appeared afftlifted only for haviag loſt 
Alexander ; and for having loſt the hope of poſſeiſing Oroindates without blame. Shee 
asked mee how you did a hundred times a day , and T informed my ſelf of Alcione and 
Polemon, that I might tell her. Wee quickly heard that Lyſimachus was with you , and 
the Princeſs Euridice learn'd that news with inward alterations able to ſhow that hee 
was not indifferent to her; but ſuch was her humor ; that after that which had 
paſſed between them, and which was commonly known, thee would have been more 
unwilling to diſcover her ſelf to him then to all the men in the world. That high 
ſeveritie, cauſed 2 great deal of conſtraint in her, and 'twas not without much ado 
that ſhee concealed her felt trom him to obey that regular virtue, yet did ſhee take 
ſuch care to hinder all communication between your lodging and ours, that your 
people never ſuſpetted any thing of our abode, and Alcetas who viſited us often, but 
alwaies by night, never had the leaſt ſuſpicion of Lyſimachis his beeing in the houſ; 
true it is that Polemon, and his family ſhowed a moſt diſcreet fidelitie, and the Princeſs 
repreſented the importance of the ſecret to them with ſach a charge, that they kept ic 
inviolably on both {1des ; nor was the danger ſmall ; for if thoſe of Perdiccas his par- 
tie had known where Lyſimacbus was, they would have taken arms to revenge them- 
ſelvs upon him, and if Lyſimachbus had not been ignorant of Alcetas his coming hither ; 
hee would have diſcharged part of the hatred upon him, which hee bore unto his bro- 
ther; but the order the Princeſs took in it, and Polemon by her command, prevented 
all the miſchiets that might have hapned by thoſe encounters, if the bulineſs had not 
been managed with a marvellous care. The Queen afliited her {ickneſs as much as 
poſſibly thee could, that it might have ſtrength enough to make an end of her, yet did 
(hee recover whether {hee would or no , and left her bed the ſame day that you did; 
her feaver having neither been long nor violent,ſhee loſt not much of her ſtrength, and 
within a few daics after her beeing up again , ſhee had no need to keep her Chamber ; 
But as that was the time of her recoverie; and of yours, ſo was it likewiſe of Perdiccas 
and that ſaine evening hee came to viſit her , accompanied onely by his Brother ; the 
Princeſſes received him very civilly, and after ſom ordinarie diſcourf, Perdiccas repre- 
ſented to the Queen that this place of retreat was too near to Babylon, and that ſhee 
had made a longer ſtay here then was fitting for her ſafetie, but that the Queen's 
licknefs, and his wounds had been the cauſ of it, and that it was necefſarie to think of 
retiring to ſom other houſ', that was both ſtronger and further from Roxana. The 
. Queen trembled at this propolition, and though ſhee had not reſolved to let you fee 
her, yet could (hee not without grief, think of going away from you, but becauſ ſhee 
law a great deal of reaſon in it, and that ſhee had but little power to contradiR Per- 
diccas, ſhee oppoſed ic not, and onely told him, that her life was too full of miſeries 
to take ſo great acareof it , and that whitherſotver ſhee retired, ſhee ſtill ſhould carry 
her unfortunate deſtinie along wich her. Perdiccas went away preſently after; and 
the Queen more diſquieted then ſhee was wont to bee , paſſed the reſt of the night 
Without ſpeaking hardly ſo much as a word to us ; I heard her figh in her bed with a 
more then uſual vehemence, and the next morning as ſoon as I was up, ſhee called 
mee to her, and taking one of my hands, which ſhee preſſed between hers ; Cleone (ſaid 
nee.) thou ſeeſt mee now both in the greateſt troubles of minde, and in the greateſt 
weakneſſes, that ever was in ſince I was born. In ſhort, Cleone, my conſtancie is at 
an end, and do] what | can to draw it out a few daies longer,'it is impoſſible for mee to 
conceal my elf from poor Oroondates; beſides the incitements of mine own inclina- 
tion, which are powertul enough to make mee break through verie great diftculties, 
when I remember what that poor Prince hath done, and ſuffered for mee, and the con- 
dition to which hee is yer reducedby his love to mee, I feel a remorſ which tels mee | 
am to blame, which robs mee of my reſt, and which deprive's mee of the meanes of re- 
liſting my inclination ; yet will I not let it carrie mee beyond what I ought to do, 
and | ſhall bee enough Miſtreſs of it, to perſevere in the defign I have taken to ſhut 
up all my love within Alexander's tombe ; but O! Cleone, I can no longer conceal 
from him that I am alive; the news of my death ha's alreadie drawn much v1 a 
oua, 
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bloud, and if hee continuein that belief, hee will at laſt breathe out a ſou], from which 
mine cannot bee ſeparated by any reafon, nor by any violence; 1 would have him 
know I am ſtill in the world, but in telling him that-news, I would diſpoſe him never 
to hope any thing more from mee; this knowledg ſhall make mee loof nothing of 
the Empire I alwaies have had over him, and 1 am certain hee is obedient and ſubmif- 
five enough , to regulate his will by mine 3 hee love's mee too well, and my 

tion is toodear to him, to deſire any thing of mee that may blaſt it ; andit I can do 
nothing in favor of him but aftions of lightneſs, and inconſtancie, hee is too ge- 
nerous himſelf to perſwade mee to them. Before wee go away trom this place, whence 
Perdiccas thinks it necefſarie wee ſhould remove,l will leav him ſom aſſurance of my life, 
and of my remembrance of him , but I will not have him conceiv unjuſt hope by 
that wa of my affeftion, and | will ufe ſuch caution in it, as ſhall declare 
want of power, without giving him occaſion to complain of mee. When hee had 
ended this diſcourſ which | hearkned to without interrupting it, the Queen called 
for her cloaths, and withdrawing into a little cloſet, {hee began to write part of her 
minde to you ; within awhile afrer ſhee came forth, and commanding mee to tollow 
her , though ſhee was yet but weak, ſhee went down the ſtairs, and leaning upon my 
hand, ſhee took her walk intothe wood, where ſhee ſought thoſe places that were 
moſt remote from the aboad of men ; when (hee had walked awhile ſhee fate down 

a green bank by the fide of a little brook, and having commanded mee to {it down by 
her, ſhee drew forth the paper wherein ſhee had begun to write, but before ſhee 
read it, Cleone ( (aid ſhee) 1 have left my Letter unperte®, becaul ] had not the cou- 
rage to finiſh it, and I had begun it ina ityle which is little ſtable to the reſolution! 
have taken ; although | make ſom mention of it, mee think's ir is in terms, which 
ſeems to {lacken much of its ſtrineſs. I write to Oroondates under the name of Caſſandra 
which you have given mee again, but I will give charge to Alcione, who ſhall deliver 
it to him after our departure, to clear all thoſe doubts this alteration of my name may 
work in him. Having ſaid thus, ſhee gave mee the paper , where by her command | 
began to reade theſe words : 


File unfortunate and happie Caſſandra ; unfortunate by the change 
of ber fortune , and happie by the fidelitie of her dear Orontes , 
to ber too faithful Orontes. 


Ah (leone ! (cried Oroondates interrupting her)'tis enough, 1 know everie wordof 
that Letter, which fell miraculouſly into my hands, and which 1 have dearly pre- 
ſerved by reaſon of the reſemblance the ſtyle, and charaRers bore to thoſe of my 
Princeſs ; my belief of her death, oppoſed that | might eIſ have had that it caive from 
her ; and yet it left doubts in my minde, accompanied with ſom beams of hope, 
which I could never ckar till now. With that hee told her how that Letter fell 
into Araxes his hands, how hee had read the: words which Caſſandra had engraven 
upon the Trees and Rocks, and the effe&s that encounter had produced in his 
minde, and having related all that adventure to her at large , Cleone conti- 
nued thus. 

Ic is true, Sir, that letter might very well com to your hand, on the manner you 
ſpeak of,for the Queen after having heard mee read it, and diſcourſed with mee a while 
upon that fubjeft, was ſo drouzie with her former watchings, that ſhee firetch'd her ſelf 
at length upon the graſs where ſhee inſenſibly fell aſleep, and within a while after! 
kept her companie, holding the letter ſtill open in my hand, but when I wakened again 
miſſed it, and having vainly fought it with the Queen , who waken'd alfo preſently 
after, wee return'd the ſame way wee came, and retired into our little hermitage. The 
Queen was very glad thee had put neither the name of Statira, nor that of Oreondates in 
the letter, knowing that nothing could bee drawn from the reading of it, that could 
diſcover her. Shee refolv'd to write another before ſhee went to bed, but ay 9 
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ſcarce ſupt when fhee ſaw Perdiccas, and his brother com into the chamber. Afﬀer hee 
bad ſaluted her in his uſual manner, Madam ( faid hee ) you are in very great danger 
if you ſtay here any longer, let us away I beſeech you, and go without deterring, to a 
more aſſured retreat, you have a chariot here at the dore, which will carrie you thither 
in a little time, and there perchance you ſhall bee in ſuch a condition , thatyou ſhall 
but lictle need to fear your enemies. Theſe words {urpriſed the Queen extremely, and 
though ſhee had prepared her ſelf ro go from you, (hee did not think it ſhould have 
been ſo ſuddenly, and with fo little leiſure to etteft her incentions of writing to you ; 
ſhee had ſom thought to give Alcione order to tell you by word of mouth, what ſhee 
could not writez but ſhee knew her not enough to truſt her with a buſineſs of that 
importance, nor had ſhee {o much time as to inſtrutt her in it, and Perdiccas prefſed her 
{ earneſtly, that ſeeing her ſe]t at his mercie, ſtanding in fear of him, and notyer 
knowing his deſigns, (hee could not in that haſte take any other reſolution, then that 
of following him blindly, remitting the condutt of her deſtinie and yours unto the 
ods. Wee went on this manner trom Polemon's houſ, which the Queen could not 
eay, without teſtifying by ſom ſighs, how ſorrie ſhee was to go from the place where 
you were; and the Princeſs her tiſter, as great conſtancie as ſhee feigned ar that depar- 
ture, was not without trouble tor having fo carefully concealed her ſelf from Lyſrma- 
<xx. The chariot wee got into, travelled with ſuch ſpeed that within a ſhort time it 
carried us to a Caſtle ſom two or three hundred furlongs from hence , upon the bank 
of the Euphrates, which waſhes the walls of it on one {ide , and on all the reſt it is 
encompaſſed with a deep mote, and fo well fortitied both by art and nature, that ir 
would bee very difhcult ro force it. It formerly belong'd to Bagiſtanes, who had been 
Governor of the Cictadel of Babylon, and fince was fallen into the hands of Pencef7as, 
who was wholly at Perdiccas his devotion. Thither wee were carried, and there wee 
found a great many ſouldiers for the guard of the Caſtle,and of us ; Perdiccas likewiſe 
had taken care tv ſend Grecian {laves thither to ſerv the Princeſſes;burt after having con- 
lidered all things &in what manner they were kept,they found that they were priſoners, 
and that Perdiceas in ſtead of their Proteor,was becom their Maſter. They were waited 
on with much reſpeCt,and becauſ Perdiccas,by reaſon of themultitude of his affairs,could 
not make his ordinarie abode there,hee left the care and cuſtodie of them to his brother, 
and contented himſelf with viliting them often,but exceeding ſecretly;hee for ſom daiez 
carried himſelf co them, wich all the reſpe&,and all the modeſtie they could defire,bur 
afterward hee began to take a greater libertie,and by ſom looks, and ſpeeches made the 
Queen perceiv, hee had ſom intention toward her, which hee had not yet declared, 
ſhee was extremely troubled at that knowledg, but her want of power made her dif- 
ſemble ir, while the Princeſs her fiſter who had the ſame cauſ of complaint againſt 
Alcetas, behaved her ſelf on theſame manner. By litcle and little the two Brothers con- 
firm'd theſe ſuſpicions by all their a&ions, and they began to bee no longer in doubt, 
when Perdiccas took off his mask, and impudently declared unto the Queen, the defign 
hee had upon her ; they were alone one day in her chamber , and Perdiccas, after ha- 
ving entertained her a while with indifferenc talk, changed his ſtyle of a ſudden, and 
ſpoke thus unto her. 1 do not hope, Madam, you ſhould without ſom ſurpriſe, nor 
perhaps without ſom anger, receiv the declaration I am forced to make to you; neither 
will 1 wonder, if the daughter of Darius, and the widdow of Alexander the Great, 
think all men below them unworthie to ſerv her. It is true Madam, you have held, and 
may yet hold the firſt place among all the Princeſſes of the earth, and that you can- 
not conſider any man with particular inclinations, withour falling from your formet 
dignitie; but the world hath no more Alexanders, and unleſs the gods would raiſ him 
again whom they havetaken from you, you muſt never hope to finde an husband of 
_ merit. As long as hee lived, my reſpe& to hin made mee ſmother the thoughts 
| have ever had, and the concurrence of a rival to whom 1 owed all my fortune, made 
mee Jay aſide thoſe pretenfions, which with juſtice I ought notto have qaitted but for 
him. Now that the deſtinies have deprived us of him, and that fince his Toſs I may 
ſay without vanitie or falſhood , that 1 know no man greater then my ſelf, I nay 
Madam, 1 may with leſs preſumption own the paſſion 1 have for you. I know — 
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that this confeſſion offend's you, and 1 doubted not but you would think it f 
from a man whoſe Queen you once were, and ſtill are ſo, but if among all men liyi 
you can make a choice without abaling your ſelf, do mee but the favor to namemee 
one, with whom I-may not juſtly diſpute for prioritie. *Tis erue, Iam not a Ki 
birth, yet am | of Rojal bloud; and beſides your Majeſtic is not ignorant that [ have 
empires at my diſpoſing, that common Kings are but pertie ſlaves in reſpe& of Alaur- 
der's ſucceſſors, and that amongſt them all hee pick'd out none but mee to polleſs part 
of that place hee had enjoied ; that eleftion was ſo glorious, and fo authentick thatit 
ought to bee envied by all the monarchs of the earth, and 'tis from ic alone, I have tz 
ken courage enough to open my mouth before you, and to rail my ambition to a glo- 
rie which cannot worthily bee pretended to by any bodiez if you judg my temeritie 
criminal, accuſe not that vanitie of it, which I mighe draw from ſom advantages | 
have, but a violent paſſion which a moſt profound, and a moſt due reſpe& hath mad: 
mee cover with a ſilence of many years. 1 do not repreſerit to your Majeltie the Rate of 
your affairs, nor the need , or rather the necelſitie you have of a powerful fy 
againſt a world of intereſſed enemies, who finde their quiet, and can finde their (afetie 
in nothing but your ruine; this conſideration is too weak to uſe any violence upon 
your inclinations, but | will add that to it if ou pleal,, which you may have for a 
zeal full of reſpef, and ſubmiſſion, which will make mee ſacritice ny fortune, and my 
life ic ſelf for your intereſts, and for =; contentrnent. 

The Queen ſtood in need of all her patienze, and of all her ordinarie mode. 
ration , to hear this long diſcourſ without talling into anger , but having ever 
been of the greateſt temper of all the perſons in the world, and beeing pru- 
dent enough to conſider the misfortune of her condition , and the power Prr- 
diccs had over her , ſhee reſtrained part of that indignation, which in another ſea- 
ſon would perchance have broken out in anther taſhion , and locking upon Per- 
diccs with diſdain , ſhee withont beeing much moved replied ; Have you 
ſoon forgotten, (* O Perdiccas ) what you (wed unto your King, and have you by this 
change of your tortune, which you allege ro mee, lo(t the knowledg ot yourſcf? 
can that particular eſteem which hee ſhew«:d of you at. his death , and wherewith you 
ſeem to autoriſe your fault , juſtihe the «offence you do him? and in ſhort do you no 
longer remember you are Perdiccxs, and that you ſpeak to the widdow of Alexinder? 
I know ( anſwered Perdiccs ) both whas. I ow unto the memorie of my King, and what 
I ow unto the preſence of my Queen, l.ut by givin? her a ſecond Empire over mee, of 
a more noble natare then the ficit, I commit no offence perchance, whereof I may not, 
hope for pardon. 1 content my felt vyith the firlt ( replied the Queen ſharply) nay and 
if you will Perdiccas le quit that tory, upon condition you wil! but leay mee in quiet, 
and that you no more will force my:e to hearken to words which are an equal injurie 
tous both. I will obey you ( added Perdiccas ) as much as poflibly I can, but youmay 
bee pleaſed, Madam, to let mee 'conjure you to have ſom conlideration of the 1toall 
ſerviceI have don you, and to remember that but for Perdiccas whom ſhee diſdain, the 
widdow of Alexander had not. now been in the world. That reproch incenſed the 
Queen yet more, and not beeirig able utterly to difſemble it , what , Perdiccas ( faid 
ſhee  ) would you then have mee think my ſelf highly obliged to you, for not having 
cut my throat as you had prorniſed Roxana? had I any way offended you, or had you 
any right over mee, that ſhov.1d make mee receiv my lite from you asa favor? Did you 
defend mee againſt any othey: enemies but your ſelt, and is there any man in the world 
that may not challenge the ſame obligation } Do you believ, that to have pulled the 
widow of your King, from whom you never received any thing but favors, | y vio- 
lence from amongſt her ſervants, to have carried her by force unto her enemies, to 
have brought the knife tc her very throat, and not to have made an end of her, are 
ſuch ſervices that you ſhould nat fury her with them, and demand recompences for 
them? do you know any bodie among all the moſt cruel enemies of our houf, from 
whom I have not ——_—_ at leaſt as good offices as theſe ? If all men ( added Perdiccs,) 
had been as deeply invzrefſed in your death, if they had hazarded what I have don in 
Gving you, and if agood part of the world had been propofed to them for a _—_— 
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perchance few would have been found that would have preferr'd your ſafetie before all 
theſe conſiderations. Yet is it dearer ro mee then all the Empires ot the earth,and 'cis not 
toreproch you that I put you in minde of it, but to give you ſom knowledg of the ad- 
vantage your intereſts have in mee above mine own,and to gain ſom credit with you, far 
him who will not bee uſeleſs co you in this alteration of your fortune. Hee would have 
aid much more to the Queen upon this ſubjeft, but ſhee commanded him to hold his 
ce,and that with ſo imperious, and ſo majeſtick a look, that at that time hee had nor 
the confidence to proſecute his diſcourl,but going from her with alow obeiſance hee re- 
turned the ſame day to Babylon. Hee was no ſooner gon, but the Queen ſent for the 
Princeſs her fitter and mce into her chamber, and told us all theſe paſſages, but with 
ſogreat indignation, that in my life I never ſaw her {ſo extremely moved. Wee are 
ſlaves ( purſued ſhee )I fee it plainly, andchis number of perſons here about us, isone- 
ly to keep us faſt, and not to defend us; It 1 were free I would not ſtay a minute in a 
lace where this inſolent fellow ha's any power, and if hee perfiſt to offend mee thus, 
1 will leap over theſe walls rather then endure his perſecutions. O Alexander ( conti- 
nued ſhee, l:tting fall ſom tears) it after the loſs of thee, 1 were capable of a ſecond 
affe&tion, thy memorie would be leſs injured, in having him thy ſucceſſor in my heart, 
to whom | had given it before thee, then in leeing this place which was thine, unwor- 
thily poſſeſſed by this ungrateful man. The Princeſs at the Queens diſcourſ, one- 
ly ſhrunk up her ſhoulders , and by that ation made her comprehend, that ſhee 
thought her tortune was very little different ; The Queen who had begun to takeno- 
tice of Alcetas his carriage, gueſled at her {ifters deſtinie, and entreating herto let her 
know the trugh of ir, ſhee at laſt confeſſed that that preſumptuous man had entertained 
her wich diſcourſ almoſt like that of his brothers , and that to autorile bis pretenſi- 
ons hee often alleged that Hepheſtion's birth was not higher then his, nor his perſon 
more conſiderable, and that the Queen and hee after their loſſes, and the utter ruine of 
their houſ, could not finde any ſurec ſupport then thoſe two Brothers, who had all 
the Macedonians, and the greateſt part of the Princes at their diſpoſing. After this mu- 
tual knowledy of their diſpleaſures, theſe two great Princeſſes began to deplore their 
miſerie, and ſhewed agreater ſen of this laſt aſſault of fortune, then they had don 
in their apprehen(ions of death; then it was that they both together condernned theic 
ſcrupulous ſeveritie, and that they repented they had ſo obitinately concealed them- 
ſelvs from you, and from Lyſimachus 3 They would willingly have repaired chac fault 
if it had been poſſible, but they were utterly deprived of means, I could not bee per. 
mitred to com out of the Caſtle, and for a buſineſs of that nature, there was no bodie 
elſ there whom they durſt traſt. They ſtudied in vain to finde out waies, either to ger 
at libertie, or to give you notice of their captivitie, and in the end they ſaw themſelvs 
reduced to the neceſſitieof hoping for no aſſiſtance bur from heaven, which till then 
ſcem'd to have forgotten them ; Alas, Sir, with what diſcourſes did the Queen then 
entertein mee concerning you ; and with how many tears did ſhee deplore your mi- 
ſ-ries, and how many charges did ſhee lay upon mee, to juſtifie her memorie to you 
after her death ; for ihe was reſolv'd to ſuffer a thouſand deaths if it were poſlible, ra- 
ther then abate the leaſt ritle of what ſhee owed to Alexander, and to your ſelf, in favor 
of Perdiccas. It it pleaſ the gods ( ſaid ſhee to mee) that thou ever ſee him again, 
tell him O Cleone, that of all the women in the world | have been the leaſt ingrateful, 
and the leaſt inſenfible; that 1 loved him to my grave, with the molt pure, and moſt 
real affeQion that ever was, and that I die his as much as I can poſſibly, after the gift I 
have made unto my husband; but repreſent to him, that | could not carrie my ſelf 
otherwiſe, without beeing unworthie of that perfe& affeftion which was all my glo- 
rie, and which after ſo many misfortunes, wherewith my life ha's been croſs'd, would 
make mee die ſatisfied, if I believ'd I had deſerv'd it ; put himin minde of that aftion, 
which againſt his own intereſts hee did through virtue , and generofitie for the ſafetie 
of Alexander, and make him comprehend ( if thou canſt Poſtbly ) that the-ſame rea- 
ſon, ought to make mee conquer my inclinations, that I might not do any thing un- 
worthie of Oroondates his fidelitie. This was her talk to mee oftentimes, and in the 
interim Perdiccas and his Brother not beeing YO with the firſt anſwers they had 
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received, continued to perſecute them with a great imporcunitie, but they found o lit 
tle fatisfaftion by it, and ſo many proots ot their diipleaiure, that they would no 
more haye troubled their quiet, with ſuch like projecutions, if they had preſerv'd any 
reſpe& at all cothem. One day Perdiccas having indi.creetly pretied the Queen, (hee 
was kindled with ſuch an extraordinarie anger, chat looking upon him with eies tull 
- of indignation, Perdiccas ( ſaid ſhee ) eicher ceal ro torment mer, or put mee again in- 
to Rexana's hands, that condition will bee much more tolerable then your perlecuti 
ons, and I ſhall endure her cruelties with more patience, then the indignities to waich 
you have deſtinied mee. As contident as Perdiccas was, hee was ſiruck mute with chat 
'replie, biuthis brother was nor at all more gently uſed by the Princeſs Pariſatis, tor hee 
having once again repreſented to her, the advantages hee pretended above the &. 
ceaſed Hepheſtion, that brave ſpirited Princeſs J whoſe affte&tions had been exceeding 
ſtrong unto her husband, ſeeing his memorie injured, had not power enough over her 
ſelf to forbear anſwering ſharply, H-pbeſtion ( (aid thee ) was more conliderable they 
you in all chings, beiides char, his bicth was better then yours, hee by his virtue waz 
worthie of his Kings favor, and of mine, but you will never delecy eicher while you 
live. The two Brothers ſupported theſe ſcorns wich patience enough, and the Queen 
having one day demanded libertie of Perdiccas , that ſhee might retire to thoſe of her 
os Hpdend chat were lefr, Perdiccas retuſed her openly, and teigning to bee offi. 
ous, Madam ( faid hee ) I have more care ot your preſervation then you your ſelf, and 
] coo well know the danger you would run, if 1 thould forſake you, I ought to give 
account of you to my paſſion, and to the memorie of my King, and 1 contider both 
too much to expoſe you to ſuch manifeit perils. The Queen knowing certainly by 
this replic, that all hope of libertie was taken from her , had recourl unto her con- 
ſtancie, and to her ordinarie reſignation, and with the Princeis her tiſter , ſought for 
comfort in them alone:Beſides the interelt I had in their diſcontents,] was noc quite ex- 
emprt in what concern'd my ſelf, and as unhandfom as I am, | had found a per'ccuter of 
Nicanor, a near kinſman to Perdiccas, and hee of all his triendsia whom hee had the 
greateſt confidence 3 this man, whether it were that out of complacencie hee would 
imitate Perdiccas, or that hee thought to oblige mee, by ſhewing an eſteem of mee, or 
that hee found ſomthing ih mee which hee our of a blindnels thought lovely, ex 
a particular affeftion to mee , but it was with much reſpe& and diſcretivn. Wee 
wed Ga this manner till that very day, when according to what I have heard from 
eAraxes, you fought the combate in waich you got thoſe wounds which keen you now 
in bed. Thar ſameday the Queen beeing in her chamber , accompanied onely by the 
Princeſs her {ifter and mee, Perdiccas came in compleatly armed except his headpiece, 
and after having ſaluted then with a countenance more troubled then ordinarie, Ma 
dam ( ſaid hee to the Queen ) you have hitherto ſhewed fo much avertion tothis 
place, and ſo much detire of a more perfett libectie , that I no longer can reliſt your 
will, and if you bee yer of the ſame minde, I will deliver you from this place you hate 
ſo.much, and will carrie you where youhave been ſovereign, and where you ſhallbe 
freed from my importunities. The Queen, who whitherſoever they carried her, could 
not beli:v her condition worſ then it was, received that propolition joifully, and 
looking upon him wich more chearfulneſs chen uſually, Yes Perdiccas ( 1aid ſhee )you 
will do us an extreme good office if you takeus from hence, and if you ſet us at liber- 
tie, wee will ceaf to complain of a caprivitie in "upportable to all free perſons. As 
ſoon asever you are readie ( added Perdiccas ) you ſhall bee pzrmicted to depart, and 
wee will onely convey you to the places where you may beein ſafetie, and where you 
will have no more need of us. The Queen was inſtantly readie, and inſtantly reſolv'd 
upon that departure, and going out of the chamber with Perdiccas , while the Prin- 
ceſs and I did the ſame with Alcetas, and Nicanor, ſhee went down ſtairs, and ſo out of 
that detefied houf. Atthe door wee founda chariot with good horſes, and a dozenor 
fifteen horſmen well arm'd to convoy it. Perdiccas having defired the Queen to get up 
into the chariot, ſhee placed her {elf in the hinder end, and was no ſooner ſer, but 
Perdiccas ſtepping in after her, the boot was preſently put up, and the Charioteer, who 
had order what hee ſhould do, laſh'd on his horſes, and drove away full ſpeed. =—_ 
; icanory 
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Nicanor, and all the reſt remained with us, except onely one ſervant mounted npon a 
aliant horſ of Perdiccas his, who carrying his cask gallop'd after the chariot. 1 am 
not able to tell you how great our aſtoniſhment was at ſo unexpeCted an adventure, wee 
tura'd our cies, and firerch'd forth our arms toward the chariot; whence wee ſtill 
heard the Queens cries , and ſaw her thruſt her ſelt out at the {ides, ſtriving all (hee 
could to caſt her ſelt down headlong, but Perdiccas was ftrong enough to hold: her 
with eaſ, andthe horſesran fo faſt, chat within a ſhort time wee loſt tight ot the cha- 
riot. The afifted P 2riſatis ſeeing her ſelf kept back by Alcetas, who would not ſuffer 
her to follow the chariot on toot, turned courageouſly toward him, and looking upon 
him with eies ſparkling wich anger, Traitor ( ſaid ſhee ) Is this then the libertie.thou 
pivet us, and doe's thy brother ( more baſe and difloial then thy ielt ) ule the wife of 
Alexas.der, and che daughters of Darius thus ? Ah! Monſter, it thy rage and his bee 
nor glutced , proſecute thy crime to the utmoſt , and with that ſword which thoy 
weareſt unworthily by thy fide, pierce this heart which ſhall never bee capable of any 
thing forthee bur hatred and deteſtation. The deſpaicing Princeſs would fain bave 
faid more, but the impetuouſn*ſs of her anger,which was not to bee reſtrained, hindred 
her from expreſſing her ſelf diſtintly , and weakneſs ſucceeding that firit vehrmence, 
er forces forſook her, and ſhee funk down upon the graſs , where] would haye held 
her in mine arms, bur my grief and my amazement beeing no leſs then hers, 1 was not 
able to do her that ſervice, and ſhee was fain to receiv it from Alcetass whether thee 
would or no- Her griet tor the Queen, beeing carried away, and her apprehenſion to 
ſee hir (elf at the mercie of thoſe whom {hee held for her moſt cruel enemies, made her 
fall into a (wound, in which ſhee lay halt an hour before ſhee came to her ſelf again. 
| thenuſed force upon mine own affliftion, to give her aſliſtance, and with often 
throwing water in her face, wee made her ſpirits return ax laſt. As ſoon as ſhee opened 
hereies, and ſaw her ſelf encompaſſed by Alcetas and all thoſe armed men, ſhee fell in- 
to her former anger, and the violence of her ſorrow tranſporting herbeyond the li- 
mits of her ordinarie moderation, ſhee poured forth a thonſand imprecations againſt 
them. Wicked fellow ( (aid ſhee to Alcetas ) never hope that cither the gods or men 
will leay thy villanie unpuniſhed, wee are not ſo utterly abandoned by them, bur chat 
the thund:rs of the gods, and the arms of men may do ſonithing in favor of us ; thou 
ſhale know that neicher all che race of Darius,norall che memorie of Alexaxder is quita 
extint among thePerſiars,nor amongſt the Macedonians,& that wee are not fo abſolucely. 
for{aken,but that wee may yet arm both for the ruine of thee, and thine. Shee ſaid many 
other things to which Alcetas made no replie, and when hee had let her venc part of her 
fire, hee drew near to her, and ſtriving to put a gentleneſs in his countenance,and to fajin 
compaſſion of her afflifions, Madam(faid hee)be nor atraid for theQueen,nor for. your 
C1F, thee is with him who of all men living ha's the greate(t paſſion to ſerv her z and you 
have them with you who of all the men in the world, 'have the moſt zeal and reſpe& 
for the Princeſs Pariſatis, *ris the indiſcretion of the Charioteer, or the madneſs of the 
horſes which ran away with him whether hee would or no, that deprive you of the 
Queen's companie for a few moments , but 1 proteſt to you by all the gods, and:by 
whatſo&ver 1 acknowledg to bee moſt ſacred, that within a verie lictle time you ſhall 
bee with. her again, and 1 onely ſtay for a Chariot to carrie you thither preſently 3 
this delay ſhall not bee above halt an hour, and I wiſh that all choſe thunders where+ 
with you threaten mee, may fall upon my head, if I do not punQually execute what 
I promiis you. Though by this adventure the Princeſs had lo all the confidence ſhee 
nitght have hadin thoſe perſons, and that by Perdiccas his deceit ſhee had all man: 
ner of occaſion to miſtruſt his Brother, yet did ſhee ſeem ts clear up a little at that 
promi's of Alcetas, and ſhee ſuffred mce to endeayor as much as poſſibly I could to give 
her ſom contolation. Wee had not been thus imploied longer then:the time, | Alcetas 
had demanded for the arrival of a chariot, wheti wee ſaw one appear indeed, the Prins 
celſ-s mind? petting a little aſſurance at chat tighc, and at the proteſtations full of 
oaths which Alcetas made to pacifie her, ſhee roſe up from the place where ſhee was ſit- 
| | ar beelng deceived like the 
Quern, ſhee would needs have mee get in firſt, and as ſoon as ſhee had taken her place; 
Pppp 3 onely 
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onely Alcetas and Nicanor came up to us, and the reſt followed the chariot, which 4. 
cetas cauſed to drive atter the other , and about an hundred paces wide of the great 
road to Babylon. Wee waited trembling for our deſtinie, and Alcetas and Nicanor en- 
deavored to reaſſure us with the mildeit words their paſſion ( whether true or feig 
could ſuggeſt ; but our affliftion was ſo heavie, that wee gave little attention to their 
diſcourſ Wee had travelled about an hour at a good rate, when wee ſaw coming the 
way wee went, a man on hor{-back compleatly arm'd, who carried a woman behinde 
him, wee did not much conſider the faſhion of his arms, but when hee was near 
enough to bee di'cerned, wee knew the woman to bee the Queen , wee were yet in 
doubt of the truth of it, when wee were confirm'd by a crie (tee {ent forth at the (ight 
of us. Ah! See yonder's my ſiſter, cried ſhee to him that rode betore her; this en- 
counter troubled Alcetas, and hee was readie to have leapt out of the chariot, but hee 
was afraid to loſe the Princeſs, whom hee had much ado to hold, wherefore hec con- 
tented himſelf with crying out to his people to ſtop that horſman. Thoſe words af 
frighted not the ſtranger, who getting the Queen to alight inſtantly drew his ſword, 
and flew upon our guard with a turie which made them quickly finde that number way 
not ableto territie him. Nicanor ſeeing the beginning of that fight, leapt out of the 
chariot, and I who hadalreadie ſeen the Queen my Miſtreſs alight, having no longer 
any bodie that held mee, threw my ſelf preſently after him, and ran to the Queen, 
who becing ſtept a little alzde, beheld that unequal combate with mortal apprehenk- 
ons. Alcetas who ſaw her in that condition, and who was Ioth to let go his hold of 
the Princeſs, or to fail in Perdiccas his delign, cried out totwoof his horſmen to take 
the Queen, and to bring her intothe chariot, they obey'd him inſtantly, and ſeizing 
upon her, while her valiant champion was buſted againſt their companions, in ſpiteot 
all the reſiſtance they could make, put her into the chariot, Alcetas commanded them 
to com in with her, and the Charioteer preſently after drove away ſoſwittly, that hee 
was gon in a moment. Ah! Sir, how infinite was my grief when I ſaw my dear Miſtres 
; Carried away, and that I could not poſſibly wait upon her, I never ſtaid to ſee the iſſue 
of che fight, the beginning whereot was very glorious for the ſtranger, and running 
after the chariot, like one in deſpair, I quickly was gotten a good way trom that place, 
but my purſuit was as vain as my cries , and I grew ſo tired with running , and tor- 
menting my ſelf, that after having loſt fight of the chariot I fell down, quite out of 
breach, and ſo extremely weak, that I was not ableto get up again. Ir wouldbeeto 
no purpoſe, Sir, to repeat the lamentations I made after ſuch a lo's, my ſorrow was (0 
great that it would bee very hard for mee toexpreſsit , but I continued there more 
dead then alive, till the Sun was almoſt readie to ſet, before Iſo much as thought of 
riſing fromthe place where 1 lay, and 1 know not what would have becom of mee, 
it a good honeſt countrie-man and his wife, who paſſed by that way, and ſaw mein 
that condition, had not taken mee up, after they had wiped away my tears, anden- 
deavored to give mee ſom comfort, " 64 praied mee to go with them to their hou tor 
that night; My fear of beeing left without help in thedark , which came on apact, 
made mee accept their offer, but 1 was ſo wearie and ſo weak, that without their aſl- 
ſtance it was impoſſible for meeto go. Their little houſ was not far from thence, and 
as ſoon as wee were com thither, I entreated them to put mee to bed, which they did 
with a great deal of charitie; but the labor, heat and ſorrow I had endured,caſt mee into 
feavec, and 1 was ſo ill all night, that without the help of thoſe good people, | verily 
believ 1 ſhould have died. All the day following , which was yeſterday, I continued 
in the ſame eſtate, and though | remembred you, and would have ſtriven to com, an 
bring you this unwelcom news, I found my ſelf not able to Jeay my bed, The next 
night my feaver abated, and this morning finding it was alwoſt quite gon, andthat 
my ſtrength was a little recovered, I aroſe, and having made the goodwoman acquaint- 
ed with my intention to go to Pelemon's houf, ſhee told mee it was not above twentic 
or thirtie turlongs from hers, and that ſhee and her husband would guide mee thithery 
as ſoon as hee returned from the Town, whither hee was gon to get ſom proviſions3 
I faid for his coming back, and preſently after his wife making my defire known to 
him, hee offer'd himſelf with her to accompanie mee; ſo by their aſſiſtance 1 came _ 
{ 0b Ww 
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wherel preſently met Araxes, who was not a lictle ſurpriſed at that encounter, arid * 
from whom | learned your laſt combate, and the condition of your health ; Behold 
( continued Cleone ) the lite the Queen hath led fince your ſeparation , and the eſtate 1 
left her in, 1 have made you the true recital of it, upon your complaints againſt her, 
and though indeed by your misfortune and hers, you have not received the recompence 
which was due unto your ſervices, yet do1 not beliey ſhee is ſo faultie toward you, as 
that you ſhould flie to reproches which have ſomthing of crueltie in them ; and 1 am 
moſt affured that you have too much generoſitie, to refuſe her your aſſiſtance, in the 
diſaſters (hee is fallen into, and perchance partly through her love to you. 
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Leone ended her relation on this manner, and the Prince who had 

hearkned to her with great atteation, finding the concluſion of ir 
$ leſs conformable to his belief then to his deſire, could not for- 
W bear by ſhaking his head to ſhew how little credit hee gave to 
KN; part of herdiſcourſ, and having look'd awhile upon her wirh- 

AN, out ſpeaking, Cleone ( ſaid hee) you do ill to flatter my misfor- 
tunes, or to deceiv mee cunningly your felt ; 1 beliey you have 
told mee the truth in your Miltrefſes diſaſters, but in mine you 
bave totally concealed it from mee ; in this Cleone you are to blame, and if you know 
mee as well, as perhaps you may, you cannot doubt but that | will ſerv the Queen, as 
inconſtant as ſhee is, unto the laſt minute of my life, but O Cleone, you know 1 am a 
thouſand times more unfortunate, then you have expreſſed in your diſcourf, andif 1 
had no other cauſes of complaint, then thoſe you have mentioned , I ſhould haveno 
new occaſion at all. I had alreadie given over murmuring at the advantages Alexander 
had above mee ; but thoſe of a ſtranger, thoſe of a new commer, are inſupportable; 
you have not ſpoken ſomuch as a word of that in your recital, though you avowed it 
to mee ſufficiently in our firſt converſation, and that's the thing Cleone wherein I accuſe 
you of little freedom, and of holdinga blamable intelligence with that faithleſs Prin- 
cels, which hath ſo unworthily forfaken mee. Cleone was extremely ſarpriſed at this 
diſcourf, andafter thee had continued a while without replying; Sir ( ſaid ſhee lifting 
up her hands to heaven ) if I know any thing more of the Queens fortune, and yours, 
then what] havetold you, I beſeech the gods to add all ſorts of miſeries to thoſe 1 al- 
readie ſuffer. Ah! Cleone( replied the Prince with an a&on wbich teſtified his incre- 
dulicie ) ic 18 not poſſible you ſhould bee ignorant of the Queens: loves, and of that 
new champion who freed her out of Perdiccas his.hands , never feem aſtoniſhed at this 
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diſcourſ, 1 was ſo as muchas you feign to bee, at that cruel proof 1 received of it, and 
I ſhould have accuſed my own <ies of falſhood, which ſaw her in his arms giving him 
kiſſes, and ſhewing him kindnefſes unworthie of her qualitie, and former virtue, if 
that truth had not been confirm'd to mee by the mouth of Perdiccas. With that hee 
ſuccin&ly related the encounters hee had with the Cavalier who carried the Queen 
behinde him, and with Perdiccas wounded, who with the news of his Print 
ing alive, gave him alſo the news of her infidelitie , and ſeeing that Cleone continued 
filent at the hearing of them, and onely called the heavens to witneſs her innocence, 
proteſting ſhee was ignorant of all hee told her, and that ſhee had avowedall thoſe 
things which had confirmed his ſuſpicions, out of a belief that his complaints were 
onely againſt Alexander ; No, no, Cleone, ( purſued hee ) it is not poſlible that f 
ſtrong an affeftion, and which by the proofs I have received of it, goe's farbeyond 
that which ſhee formerly bore to mee, thould have eſcaped your knowledg. Thebirth 
and progreſs of it ha's not been ſo ſudden, and but for it, the Queen would not {© 
cruelly have baniſhed mee at Suſa, and fince the death of her husband , ſhee would 
not have concealed her ſelf from mee as ſhee did, upon vain weak conſiderations, 
you have alleged nothing that can juſtifie her for it, and if ſhee had not been prepo(- 

ſeſſed with that new paſſion, ſhee would not have avoided my fight in a condition to 

which, my love to her had reduced mee, and at atime when ſhee ftood in need of the 

aſſiltance of all her friends. No, no, Cleone, her infidejitie is but too much confirmed, 

by all manner of circumſtances, and unleſsI would flatter my ſelf, againſt all kinde 

of reaſon, and againſt common ſenl, I can no longer doubt of ir. Bur *tis no matter, 

Cleone, this knowledg ſhall nos diſarm my hand againſt the Queens enemies, I tor her 

ſervice will give even the laſt drop of this bloud, which I never was thriftie of for her, 

nor hers,and if when it is no longer neceſſarie to her,there bee any yet remaining in my 

veins, I will tiniſh the ſhedding ot it with mine own hand before her , and if my rival 

bee living, I by my death will facilitate his poſſeſſion of a happineſs, whereof heecan 

bee but little aſſured while I am alive. ; 

The Prince ſpoke theſe words with ſo much vehemence, that Cleone, aud Araxes 
feared with reaſon , thoſe impetuous motions would impair his health, and hee was 
readie to go on, when they came to tell him that Prince Lyſimachus with ſom others, 
were newly alighted in the court, and coming up the ſtairs; this news cauſeda joy in 
the Prince which diſſipated part of the boilings of his choler, and brought back ſom 
calmneſs, and ſerenitie into his minde, and countenance. Lyſimachus entered into the 
chamber, and with bim Ptolomeus and Eumenes, two Great men , whom the reputation 
of Oreoindates had made lovers, or rather Idolaters of his virtue, and who came with 
Lyſimachus to ſee him , to mingle their intereſts with his, and to offer him their new 
Eſtates, their friends, and their very lives ; their age was little different from that of 
Lyfima chus, andfor graceful faſhion , and greatneſs of courage, they yielded little to 
him, orany other perſon in the world. Ptolomexs was ſomthing brown, bur his face 
was exceeding well ſhaped, his eies ſparkling, and his ſtature marvellouſly cxaR, and 
in all his ations hee ſhewed marks of an <xtraordinary greatneſs, and ſuch as were 
worthie of that renoun hee acquired afterwards, by many gallant viorics, of one 
the moſt valiant Princes thatever liv'd, Eumenes was of a fairer compleftion , and had 
more ſweetneſs in his eies, but one might obſery a vivacitie in them, which teſtified 
that 6f his minde, and to ſay truth hee was eſteemed above all Alexanders ſucceſſors 
for the prudence wherewith his valor was accompanied, and 'twas with a great deal « 
juſtice, that hee had the reputation amongſt them, of one of the beſt commanders in 
the world. Oroondates ſeeing Lyſimachus com in, ſtretch'd out his arms to him, and Ly 
ſimachus receiving his welcoms with much affe&ion, and with a reſpe&t which hee had 
never had toany bodie but Alexander. Sir, ( ſaid hee ) ſhall I never ſee you bur full of 
wounds, and have the gods given mee the honor of your acquaintance, onely toover- 
whelm mee with new ſorrows for your ſake? This goodneſs of yours toward mee 
( replied Orecandates holding him al embraced ) make's mine more ſenſible ro mee, 
your participating in them, bur *cis with ſom kind of juſtice, fince your fortune ſh 
ever make the beſt part of mine, After theſe firſt endearments , Lyſimachwe peotiate 
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his two friends to him, and hee had no ſooner named them , but Orcundates having 
chi2ſe famous names in veneration, and remembring ſom good offices hee. had received 
from them, would have raited himſelf upon his bed to receiv them, but they Oppoſed a 
formalitie that might bee hurtful to him, and looking upon him with an admiration, 
accompanied alreadie with a great deal of love, they in the moſt obliging terms they 
could make afe of in ſuch a like encounter, declared the intention which had broughs 
themthither, and beſeeched himto accept the paſſion they had to ſery him, and to give 
them ſom part in his friend(hip after that of Ly/ſimachue. Oroandates highly oblige 
this civilitie, beeing one who in that had never yrs to any bodice, bowed him 
very low, and receiving their offers with great ſubmiſſion, and acknowledgment, hee 
made his ro them ſo gracefully, that by that a&ion alone, hee perfealy gainedthem, 
and confirm'd the opinion Lyſimachus had alreadie given them of him. The paſſion [ 
had for Prince Lyſimachus ( faid hee with an atr full of ſweetneſs and majeſtie ) cotld 
not bee augmented but by a favor of the nature of this which | receiv, and | ſhould bee 
much leſs obliged to him for the gitt of all Aſa, then for that of two ſo confiderable 
friends. Your virtue ( replied Ptolomeus ) will gain you through all the world as 
many friends, and admirers, asthere are virtuous perſons, but if ſuch as wee are bee 
for their own perſons inconliderable tothe greateſt, and moſt generqus of all men, yet 
perchance they may not bee ſo, for the zeal full of reſpet, and freedom which they 
will bear eternally to you. I ſhould bee much too blame (anſwered the Prince ) if bence- 
forth 1 ſhould efteem my (elf miſerable, ſince fortune repair's the harms ſhee doe's mee 
by ſo great and importanta happineſs; but as I have little deſerv'd it, ſo will I likewiſe 
acknowledg it as a meer favor, which I hold from your goodneſs, and whereof I will 
endeavor to make my ſelf worthie by the defire 1 have to bee inviolably yours. Theſe 
complements laſted yet awhile, and thoſe two gallant men beholding Oroindates with a 
marvellous heedfulneſs, remembred the great things they had ſeen him do at the bat- 
tels of Tſſus, and Arbela, his admirable enterview with Alexander, and many other paſ- 
ſages of his life, which they had heard related. as prodigies , and Orondates at the 
ſame time called to minde the obligations hee had to them, and particularly to Ewmenes, 
who at the laſt battel had cauſed him to beetaken from _—_ the dead bodies, to bee 
carried to Arbela with a great deal of care, and given fo good order for his cure, that 
hee owed his ſafetie onely to his afliſtance. The memorie of that good office in a minde 
likethat of Oroondates, wrought a moſt powerful effe&t, and that grateful Prince ha- 
ving madea refleQion upon it, turned toward Ewxmenes with an humble countenance, 
fall of that ſweetneſs which was natural tohim, and putting forth bis hand to him 
afcer hee had kiſſed it, you could dono lefs ( aid hee ) generous Eumenes , then viſite 
one of your creatures, and take ſom care of alife which you have acquired to your 
ſelf, ever lince the time that you preſerv'dit. Eumenes received this complement ex- 
ceeding modeſtly, and taking the hand with much reſpe& which hee preſented to 
him, That ſmall ſervice (replied hee) was not worthie of your remembrance, but ſuch 
as it was, I am prouder to have don it you , then if I had conquened the beſt pare of 
Aſia. Oroindates having again returned Ewnenes his civilitie, and given thoſe two new 
friends new occaſions to admire him, turned towards Lyſimachus , and with a look 
more chearful then ordinarie. Which way ( ſaid hee ) O my dear companion, ſhall 1 
bee able to acquit my ſelf of this laſt obligation ? certainly ( purſued hee a while af- 
ter ) the gods haye taken care of it, and in making mee receiv this laſt favor, they have 
furniſh'd mee with the means to requite it, with the onely recompence whereby it can 
bee equalized ; "tis with one —__— | pretend to pay you, and without taking any 
thing from the yalue of the engagement you have laid upon mee, I beliey 1 
a full ſatiefattion,by telling you, it you have not heard it alreadie, that Pariſatis is 
alive. The effe& of this news appeared inſtantly in Lyſmachys his countenance, and 
hee had no ſooner heard thoſe words, but ſuffring himſelf to bee tranſported with the 
firſt motions of his joy, hee was like to have loſt his ſenſes, and his — 
buc within a while after refleting upon the impoſſibilitic of it, hee fell back into 
former condition, and crofling his arms upan his breſt, with a ſorrowful geſture , Ahl 
vir ( (aid hee to the Prince ) what contentment —_— finde, in abuſing a” 
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chis manner, it is the ſame with your own, and I do not think you areſo fortunate 
your {elt as to make {port with thoſe that are miſerable. 1 knew ( replied Oroondater ) 
chat the happineſs] bring you was too great to bee believ'd, butit 1 am not worthie 
of faith, learn more certain news of it trom Cleone. Theſe words made I yſimachys, and 
his friends turn their eyes upon Cleone, whom they had not yet taken notice of, and Ly. 
fimacbss no ſooner knew her, but hee was halt perſwaded ot his good tortune; heran to 
her with open armes, and conjuring her preſently to tell him true it his Princeſs waz 
alive, he received a confirmation from her, which was like inſtantly to overcom hix 
Spiris, and to ſay truth, he ſtood in need of all his Forces to reliſt that pleaſing ſur- 
Priſe, and he remained above halt an hour (o ſtupitied, that hee was neither capable of 
reaſoning; nor of harkening to the diſcourſes ot his friends,; when he was a little ſet. 
led, his joy broke forth in ations, which nothing but his youth and paſſion could ex- 
cuſe, Ptolemeus and Eumenes were fo concern'd init, that their expreſſions came no 
farr ſhort of his, and running to Cleone, they beg'd of her all together, tro make them 
the relation of that admirable adventure, and to let them know by what prodigious af. 
fiſtance of the Heavens, the Princes who had been ſeen \tab'd, and caſt into two Welg 
could poſſibly avoid death, and deceiv the belief of ſo many perſons, who had been 
{enlibly intereſſed intheir Joſs. Cleone who was willing oblige them all, and engage 
them further in the Party of the Princelſes,began the recital again,which ſhee had made 
to Qroondates,ar:d while hee was at dinnner,ſhee told him all thee had before recounted: 
it is true that her narration was much ſhorter then the former, becanſ ſhee cut off all 
the diſcourl” of the loves of the Queen and Oroondates, which made the beſi part of it, 
and contented her (elf with relating thele adventures that were common to both the 
Princeſſes, without particulariling their moſt ſecret thoughts. Lyſimach his joy 
was alittle moderated when by the end of that ſtorie, hee knew his Prince {s was fill in 
the power of her enemies, and that ſhte had not abſolutely eſcaped a death, which 
they yet might give her, but hee drew matter of conſolation from that which would 
have cauſed diſcontent in many others, and hee hoped with probabilitie, that the love 
of thetwo brothers would ſecure the lives of the two Princeſſes ; that belief made his ' 
jealoalie ſupportable, and permitred his joy to diſlipate part of thoſe ſorrows which 
ad cauſed a great alteration in his face. Brave Prince of Scythia ( cried hee ) letusre- 
vive our hopes, {ince it ſo pleaſe's the pods ; our Princeſſes are priſoners, but yet at 
leaſt they are alive, and wee are potent enough to- pull them out of the hands of our 
enemies,: and make them. periſh info juſt a quarrel; thoſe arms wee meant to turn 
againſt them for their revenge, ſhall now bee imploied for their deliverance, andyou 
ſhall ſee ſo many gallant men embract our intereſts, that you will not diſdain our par- 
tie. It cannot chooſ but bee moſt powerful ( replied Oroindates ) beeing compoſed 
of ſuch perſons as you and your friends, 'and if you have the goodneſs to receiv mee 
into it, 1 hope I ſhall becom valiant by your examples, and by the remembrance of the 
juſtice of your quarrel. In the care''you have taken to conceal your ſelf from men 
( added Ptolomeys ) your virtue ha's deceived you, andif you deſired your valor ſhould 
bee unknown to them, you ought to have forborn thoſe provfs you have given ot It, 
which have acquired ſuch a fame throngh the whole earth, that no bodie can bee longer 
ignorant of it. You muſt not enter into a partie ( purſued Eumenes ) whereof you 
ought to bee the head, all our companions will voluntarily ſubmit themſelvs to you, 
both as to him that is moſt concerned, and as to him that is moſt worthie to command 
them, 1 know they will make good what I ſay, and- that they will march under you 
with the ſame contidence as they have heretofore march-d under Alexander. Oroondates 
was almoſt confounded art fo obliging a diſcourſ, and ſeeing ſo- many great Princes, 
andat that time ſo many great and potent Kings , yield an honor voluntarily to 
him, which without diſpute they mighe have carried trom all the other Monarchs of 
the earth, hee ſeem'din a manner ſtrucken at ſo extraordinarie a civilitie, but defiring 
to::ſhew 'them hee was not of an humor to abuſe their offers, nor to be puffed up 
with them I know too well ( ſaid hee) what the whole world ow's to its conquerors 
aridto its:'Maſters, not to render them with it, what all men render them with juſtice, 
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means to ſerv in your partie otherwiſe then in his own perſon, cannot bee more ad- 
vantageous then to tollow the bravelt and the moſt valiant Princes upon earth. Hee 
accompanied theſe words with many others, ro which the Princes replied with the ſame 
humilitie, and after an entertainment tull of moſt obliging conteſtations , Lyſimachus 
delired to hear the circumitances of Orondates his laſt adventures , whereof hee had 
heard nothing bur a liccle confuſedly, and the Prince to fatisfie him related his en- 
counter with Perdiccas, that of the Princeſs his ſiſter, and his combats againſt A4r[a- 
comes, and againſt the ſtranger who had pur him into thac condition. The three Prin- 
ces having hearxend to that recital with admication, Lyſimacbus told him how hee had 
learn'dthe (tate of his health, and ſomthing of his combars by one of his ſervancs 
who came to him to the Camp, and how Prolomeus, and Eumenes, ſeeing him readie to 
g0 to vilit him, would needs bear him companie, to offer him their ſervices, and to ſa- 
tisfie the delire they had to know a man ot fo infinite merit. After this converſation 
they fell upon thediſcourl of theiratfairs, and Lyſimachus giving Oroondates an account 
of what hee had don (ince his departure trom him , made him acquainted that Ptolo- 
meus, Euments, and hee had ſent to make levies in the territories that were fallen to their 
ſhares ; that they had adverciled all their triends who were gon away to retire to theirs; 
that at the ficſt ſending they all had voluntarily joined themſelvs with them in a 
league offenſive, and detenlive, and that within a fortnight all cheir forces were to 
meet ata little Town but half adaies journie from Babylon; that Perdiccas annd Roxana 
made no leſs preparations on their {ide ; that all their allies met daily at Babylon ; and 
that the bodie of their armie was formed on the other fide of the Euphrates, whereof 
they had the paſſage free, by a great many bridges there were within the citie. Oroznda- 
ts trembled with a generous impatience at this diſcourſ,and exprefled ro Lyfimachus his 
fear of becing kept by his wounds from making one in the firſt occaſions, to which hee 
wiſh'd for ſom delay, leſt there ſhould bee any thing don wichourt him. But Lyſimachbus 
ſatisfied him with an aſſurance, that before his recoverie all the forces could not bee 
com up, and in a condicion to attempt any thing , and that on the other ide Perdiccas 
his wounds were a great obſtacle to their enemies deſigns, and that if they did not 
ruine their affairs, they would at leaſt retard them, and give a __ deal of facilicie, 
and furtherance to theirs. They would have converſed longer it Amintas had not put 
his Maſter in minde, that Orozndates had diſordered himſelt very much chat day for a 
tan ſo wounded as hee was, and that ſo long talking was very prejudicial to his 
health, Lyſimachus beeing in fear for a friend of that importance , carried the reſt out 
of his chamber, though Orozndates did his enfevors to retain them, and going down 
Into the garden, they began to walk there with an intention not to ſee Oroondates again 
till the next day. | 
In the mean time the impatient Thalefris, who guided by Hippolita was gon in queſt 
of Berenice, had vainly imploied part of the day in ſecking her, ſhee overran all the 
plain near to Babylon, and there was not a place either upon the bank of the river, of 
in the neighboring woods, whither her affe&tion had not made her direft her Reps ; 
ſhee met no bodie of whom ſhee did not inform her (elf, and ſhee had been at the very 
gates of Babylon to enquire for her, but ſeeing her ſearch was unprofitable on that fide, 
ſhee had turned back the fame way , towards Polemons houſ,, and leaving it upon the 
left hand, ſhee kept ſtill along by the river (ide. The ſeparation from ſuch a friend way 
ſo ſen(ible to her, that ſhee could finde no conſolation. O gods ( faid (hee ) did you 
give the acquaintance of fo lovely a Princeſs, to take her from mee ſoſuddenly? ard 
mult you needs deprive nite of a happineſs , which ſweetned part of my ſorrows, and 
which I had hardly begun to taſte? were you not ſatisfied with the pains | have taken 
In proſecution of my faithleſs Orontes, without expoſing my bodie to new toils, ani 
my minde to new difcontents? In uttering theſe, and ſuch like words, ſhee carne into 
the walk which beginning at the temple of Apollo, reached unto the river fide, and 
turning her head upon thi left hand, ſhee ſaw the gate of the Temple at the end of the 
alley 3 Shee had often heard ſpeak of thoſe Oracles, and lately of that which Lyſima- 
cus had received there ; that remembrance gave her a deſire to conſult the god, as well 
concerning the preſent defign which had brought her abroad, as the ſucceſs of her own 
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fortune, and ſhee believ'd (kee ought not to negleGt that encounter, ſince it Was not 
without ſom care of her intereſts, that contrarie to her intention the gads had guided 
her ſteps unto that place. In this thought ſhee turned her, and went to alight atthe 
gate of the Temple ; beeing it was not any curiolitie that led her thicher, (hee ſpent ng 
time in viewing the beauties of it, buc making her praier unto the god, both for the re 
coverie of Berenice, and for her own inccrelts, [hee exp:fed his anſwer awhile; which 
' at laſt was delivered to her by the mouth of che Priett in thele terms, 


The Oracle. 


Heaven to thy reſt no more averſ will bee, 

To it refer the ſiſters Deſtinie, 

Since thir;,e,back, to the brother ſummon's thee, 
IWhere tbou thy beart, and fortune cbang'd ſpalt ſee. 


This anſwer pleaſingly ſurpriſed the fair Amazon , and finding in it morecauſ of 
conſolation then (hee had looked for, ſhee humbly return'd her chanks unto the 
for the hopes hee gave her, and rifing from the place where ſhee had profſtrated herſelf, 
ſhee went out of the Temple much more ſatisfied then ſhee was before. Hippolitaob- 
ſerv'd ſom alteration in her face, and having asked her the cauſ of ir, the Queenres 
peated the words of the Oracle to her, and getting oa horſ-back took her way «0s 
wards Polemen's houſ. Shee by the command ot the god ſaw her ſearch at an end, and 
ſince heaven reſervedthe care of Berenice exprelly to it {elf, ſhee could not withoutin- ) 
cenſing it, perſevere in her intended proſecution ; wher«fore in obedience to it, thee * 
gave over that thought , and was contirmed in the deſign of returning to Oroondares, 
fince that belides the defire ſhee had to ſerv him in his affairs, *twas there ſhee wasto' 
expe(t the change of her fortune. Shee made a long refletion upon that promiſz of 
the gods, and having muſed on it a great while; what change ( aid ſhee ) can | hope 
for in my condition? Is it the forgetting, the repentance, or the death of my faichle(s 
Orontes? Ah! for forgetting him, I ſhould look for that butin vain, and | oughc ne. 
ver to think that my foul can loſe the remembrance either of irs firkt paſſion, orof 
the offence have received ; both of them are ingraven in everlaſting charafters, and 
except ceaſ to live, I can neither ceal to hate , nor to remember Orantes. Shallic bee 
from the op_—_ of that diſlojal man , that I (hall draw my ſatisfattion ? Ah! 4 
oughr much leſs to hope for that, and the offences [ have received frombim are not of 
a natureto bee repaired ; Though hee ſhould begin again to love mee with as much vio- 
lence, as hee expreſſed in his firlt paſlion', 1 ſhould loſe nothing of that batred [ bear 
him, and my ſoul is ſo barden'd againſt that ingrateful man, that it could neverbee 
touch'd by all the marks hee could ſhew of his repentance. *Tis then in his dearh alone 
that I ought to ground my hopes, and 'tis that infallibly which the gads do promiſs 
mee 3 it is the greateſt of all the favors I can receiv from them, aud when 1 am once 
reveng'd of that perfidious man, 1 will return into wy territories, where | will 
paſs the reſt of my daicsin tranquilitie; hee (ball die { continued ſhee) bee 1ball 
die, the traitor , who ha's uſed mee ſo ungratcfully, avd ſo unworthily ; if my 
injuries are deadly, the reparation of them fhall bee deadly alſo, and 'tis 
in bloud I will drown my ſhame, and the remembrance of my faults. The 
Queen at firſt found ſome ſweetnefs in this cruel thought, but within awhile after ſhee 
began to tremble , and ſam remainder of affetion having ſoftened her for a few 
moments, her heart ſeemed to encline to. ſom compaſſion, but ſhee quickly oppoſed that 
criminal pitie, and lruggling againſt thoſe tender motions ; what, ( taid (hee a- 
gain)doſt thou waver.ſtill, O weak Thaleſtris, and doe's the image of the falſ Orithia 
return into thy minde, onely to baniſh thence ſo lawful reſentments? Art thou then 
ſtill-capable ot thoſe baſe ſuggeſtions which have made the greaxeſt part of chy miſ- 
fortunes, and doſt thou becom pititul to that cruel Orontes, who without any pitie 
abandoned thee to thy deſpair? Ah! mean ſpirited woman, ' ſtifle thoſe —_— 
cheughts, 
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thoughts, and recal the remembrance of thy wrongs, to baniſh that of thy weakneſſes. 
Hee mult die , that monſter ot pertidiouinefs, and thou mult pierce his difloial heart 
with this ſame hand hee hath ſo often kifled; and with: this fame mouth which 
hath ſo often proteſted that thou Jovedit him, muſt thou pour forth the laſt re- 
proaches againl(t his infidelicie. In theſe yiolent thoughts, the fair Anazone went on 
her way, till ſhee came near a little valley within a tew furlongs ot Polemon's houſ; 
from that place ſhee heard certain cries, which cauſed her {irit: to ſtop her horſ, and 
then hearing them continue with a very pititul ſound, her [generojxie obliged her 
reſently to ſuccour thoſe miſerable wretches, who icemed to ftand in need of her a{- 
tiſtance; and for that purpoſe marking caretully from whence the noiCſ came, ſhee 
gallopt thither as falt as ſhee could, tollowed by Hippolita, and. hadnot gon far in the 
Vallie before ſhee met with a verie doletul {pe&acle.  Shee: faw five or fix horſmen 
compleatly arm'd ſtanding about rwo miſerable creatures; who were tied faſt to two 
Trees, and whom two or three men on foot tortured in manie ſeveral faſhions ; th 
ſqueezed their agers between cleft ſticks, wrung their fare-heads with twiſted cords, 
and made them ſuffer all the torments, which axe pn uſed to force confeſſion 
from the muuths of guiltie perſons. Tbaleſtris could not well diſcern all their a&ions, 
but when ſhee was near enough ſhee heard him that commandeſt the reſt , who 
drawing near thoſe unfortunate wretches : Since you are ſo obſtinate (aid hee) and 
ſo reſolved to die, you (hall die; hang them theretore (continued hee): let 'them 
remain upon thoſe branches to feed the crows; T he miniſters of that tigid Offices, 
were alreadie beginning to put ropes about the necks. of thoſe unhappie: creatures, 
when the Queen abhorring that crueltie, took a dart out of! Hippelita's hand, and 
ruſhing in amonglt them, preſented the point of it ro their faces, threagning them 
wich death if they effected that cruel commiſſion. Fear made them hold theix hands, 
but the borſmen incenſed by that boldneſs clapt theirs upon their ſwords; 'and hee who 
appeared to bee the chief of them addreſſing himſelt ro Thaleſtris : Whoſotver thou 
art (aid hee) unleſs thou bring an expreſs order fram the Queen, thou art ve 
inſolent to oppoſe her pleaſure. If it bee a Queen (replied the Am1zone) who hath 
command:d this execution, ſhee hath the waies of juſtice open to puniſh malefators, 
and this extraordinarie mannzr of proceeding againſt theſe poor wretches is an in- 
fa'l'ble mirk of their innocencie, and ſhall bee the cauſ of their ſafetie. ' The hor 
man exaſperated by that anſwer, and by the hinderance Thaleſtris brought to his in- 
tentions , looking upon her wich eies ſparkling with anger, It thou perhſteſt longer 
(fid hee) to retard our dzlign, thou thy (elf ſhalt keep companie with them whom 
thou would ſave. As hee ended theſe words , hee drew his ſword, but the Amazone 
whoſe patience was at theutmioſt, Raid not till hee began, but falling ſuddenly up- 
on him, ſhee truck the point of her javeline in at his throat, and ir camie forth in- 
ſtantly behind him, ſo that hee tumbled dead among his horſes feet; ſhee loſt noe 
time in pulling out her javeline, but drawing her ſword flew among the companions 
of him ſhee had killed, and ſeeing the neareſt of then had his'arm up to'ftrike at her, 
ſhee prevented him with a back blow which cut it off aboye the elbow, and made it 
fall with his ſword upon the ground. Hippolita ſeconded her Miſtreſs vigorouſly, and 
ot three enemies which yet remained on horſ{-back, ſhee charged one with a-grat deal of 
courage, the other two made furiouſly at the Queen, but bgr choler beeing Rirred up 
to the extremitie , ſhee quickly ſhowed theng proofs of her admirable valor, and having 
recelved ſom blows upon her arms, ſhee aimed her {wotd at the more eager of them 16 
unfortunately for him, that haying light upon the ſpate between his head-piece and 
his Cuiraſs, it took his head from his ſhoyldets, and made it rowl upon the graſs ; 
the Jaſt diſmaid with that ſtrange blow, tyrned about his hojſ to ſave himſelf by flight; 
and the Queen who thuught ſhee had ſhed bloud enough, troubled not her ſelf to fol- 
low him, but turning toward Hippolita, ſhee ſaw her yitoriqus over her man, who 
wounded in manje places , lay biting the earth with his compatiions. After this 
execution the valiant Queen having no more enemies to fight withal, commanded 
Hippolita to untie the two men and ſet them ar libertie. Hippolita alighted to obey 
her, and (hee had ng looner cyt the bonds wherewith they were faſtened to the T recs, 
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but they fell upon their knees before their valiant deliverer, and embraccd het ley 
with attions full of reſp«&, and acknowledgment. Whoſoever you are (ciied they) 
whoſe valor fo well repreſent's the image of our Matter to us, hope that heaven will 
recompence you for ſo good a deed, and believ that your arms were never imploicd 
for more innocent perſons. The Queen fnding ſomthing that pleafed her jn the 
behavior of thoſe ewo men, had a minde to know their names, and the cauſ of the 
rſecutions they had undergon, and ſhee no ſooner had expreſſed that deſire, after ſhee 
ad bidden them rife; but they readily obejed her, and cone of them ſpeaking torboth, 
Sir, (ſaid hee) wee are of a Countrie far. remote from this, and wee havenothing 
more conſiderable in us, then the honor of having paſſed the beſt part of our lives jn 
the ſervice of the braveſt, and moſt generous Prince in the world. £c5thia is our 
Countcrie, our names are Toxaris and Loncates, #nd fince ſo high an obligation forbid's 
us to conceal any thing from our valiant Defender ; wee will contef(s that the Prince 
whom wee have ſerved is the gr. at Oror:dates Prince of Scythia. The ran weu'd haye 
gon on, but Thalefris remembring ſhee-had heard the Prince and Arexes ſpeak of thoſe 
two faithful ſervante, caſt her eics upon Hippolita, and praifing her deltinie; which 
in the perſons of men had made her do ſervice to a Prince for whom ſhce hada 
great eſteem, ſhee appeared extreamly ſatizhed with this encounter, ard firetching our 
her hands to them, you are not unknown to me, (ſaid ſhee) but now I kave Gn 
you this good office, | will alſo reſtore you to your Malier, who affords mee a place 
in the-number of his friends , and in whom your fdelitie ha's cauſed an exceeding 
* trouble for your loſs. Toxaris and Loncates, who had not hoped in ſo ſhort a time 
for theje lives, their liberties , and their Maiter, who was dearerc to them then both, 
were tranſported with joy at this promiſe, and having caft themſelvs once apain at 
Thaleſtriſ”s ſeet , teſtitied by thier 2&ions of what nature the affe&ion was which they 
bore anto their Maſter. ' The Queen having confirmed her promiſe, commanded 
them to follow her, and the two Fythian's beeing mounted upon two of their 
{lain enemics horſes, took her way again tv Polemon's houſ where ſhee arrived with- 
in a liccle after. 

Lyfimachus,Ptolomeus, Eumenes and Araxes, were in the Court when ſhee came in, anf 
as ſoon as Lyſimachus ſaw her appear hee ran to meet her, and helping her (rom her 
horſf, kiſſed her hand with much humilitic, an4 received her affable ſalutation with 
great reſpet. After the firſt words of civilitie, Lyſimachys preſented his companions 
to her, of whom hee had ſpoken to them in terms which had lirucken them. into an 
admiration of her valor, and the names of thole great perſonages were alreadie ſo 
well known through the whole world , that the Queen by hearing Lyſimachus pro- 
nounce them, preſently knew what ſhee ought ro pay them. Araxes no ſconer 
ſaw Loncates and T:xaris appear, but hee ran tothem full of joy for their return, and 
embraced them with an extream affetion. The fair Amazone having ſtaid awhile 
with the Princes in a reſpe&ful and obliging converſation , was defircus to {ce 
Oroondates ; both to give him an account of her little voiage, and to prefent him 
his two ſeryants , but Lyſimacbus by the counſel of Amintas praied her to defert 
her viſit till the next morning , becaul the Prince had that day committed fuch 
exceſſcs as were able to impair the health of. one leſs weakned then hee was. The 
Queen had much ado to conſent to that delay, but in the end did it as well by reaſon 
of their entrearie,as in conſideration of the Prince, who was infinitely dear to her; and 
to pa's the reſt of the day leſs tediouſly , Lyſimachus deſired Hippolita to favor both 
his friends and bimſelf with the recital of her Miſtrefſes adventures, and the Queen 
having given her leav, ſhee recounted them almoſt in the ſame manner as they had 
been told to Oreondates ; but as that diſcourſ wrought great admiration in the Princes, 
ſodid it waken ſad remembrances in Thaleſtris, and put her ſom time into a melancho- 
ly, which made them almoſt repent their curiolirie. 

In the interim Oroondates joining his ſiſters departure to his other 2fliions, and 
ſeeing the day paſs without hearing any news of her, fell into very ſenſible diſquiets 3 
hee often enquired after her of Araxes who alone came into his Chan ber, and {eel 
hee could leara nothing when night came on, hee was exceflively «fiftcd at chat o 
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dent. The next day as ſoon as the Phyſitian gave way hee ſhould bee ſeen, Thaleſtri4 
went into his Chamber, tollowed by the Princes , and by the faichtul ſervants which 
ſhee brought back unto their Maſter. Oroondates no ſooner ſaw her enter, but hee 
raiſed himſelf upon his pillow as much as hee was able, and welcomed her with great 
reſpc& and ſubmiſſion, hee received the Princes with the ſame civititie, but when after 
them hee ſaw the two ſervants hee had loſt, upon their knees by his bedfide, hee was 
ſurpriſed with aſtoniſhment, and ſeized at the ſight of them with much joy and ten- 
derneſs. Hee caſt his arm which lay out of bed about their necks, and asking the 
Queen who preſented them to him, which way ſhee had hapned to finde them, ſhee 
told him the truth of it in a few words. At the knowledg of that obligation the 
Prince broke forth into the moſt acknowledging cexpreſſions'hee could invent to give 
her thanks for ſo great a favor, and ſhee received them ſo modeſtly that ſhee engaged 
him almoſt as much by the civilitie of her diſcourf, as ſhee had don by the effefts of her 
valor. Hee afterwards would have enquired concerning Berenice, but ſhee prevented 
him, by relating the ſucceſs of her ſhort journie,and repeating the words of the Oracle 
that had been given her, Oroondates thereby received a double conſolation, one by the 
promiſe the gods made him to take care of his liter, which ought to put an end to all 
the trouble hee was in for her; the other by the hopes they gave Thaleſtris whoſe 
intereſts were extreamly dear to himz When hee had ralked with her awhile about 
the wors of the Oracle, and had endeavored to finde the gentleſt ſen of them, and 
a leſs crucl expoſition then that ſhee made, hee entreated the companle to pardon the 
deſire hee had,to learn in their preſence, the cauſ that had fo long retarded the return 
of his ſervants, which was like to have ſom important reaſon; and asking Toxaris what 
it was, hee ſtept back in the preſence of ſo many perſons whom hee knew not, and made 
ſom difficultie of ſpeaking in ſo much companie touching his Maſters ſecret affairs, but 
hee knowing the caul of his (ilence, and beeing willing to take away his jealoufie,ſpeak 
(laid hee) Toxariz, and diſpuiſe nothing before theſe illuftrous friends, who are not 
at all ſuſpe&ed to mee, and from whom I never will conceal any thing* Toxaris having 
received this command came forward again, and thus began his Narration. 


The Hiſtorie of Roxana, 


WE were within a daies journie of this place, when your Highneſz after having 
heard of Alexander's death, commanded mee to go to Babylon to enquire news 
of Queen Statira, and of other perſons in whom you had an intereſt. 1 rode thither 
with ſpeed enough, and arrived at the Citie when it began to grow dark, I found all 
full of mourning, diſorder, and confuſion, and in that general hurliburly 1 bad much 
ado to get a lodging 1 will not detain you with the condition in which the King's 
death had put all things at Babylon, you are better informed of that then 1, and theſe 
great Princes whom I ſee with you, whoſe intereſts were the moſt conſiderable, and 
whoſe ſidings made part of thoſe diſorders, may have acquainted you with the circum- 
ſtances of them. I will onely tell you, that at the firſt news 1 asked concerning the 
Queen, I heard ſhee was at the Caſtle of Calcis, whither by reaſon of ſom indiſpoſition, 
ſhee had retired with the Princeſs her fiſter a little before her husbands death. Not 
beeing able to learn any thing more particularly, I went out of ,my lodging, and in the 
dark neſs, and general trouble | reſolved to make uſe of all my induſtrie, to inſtru my 
ſelf in all thoſe things which you defired to know, and which might bee advantageous 
to your intentions. By the abode of four or five moneths you had formerly madeat 
Babylon with King Darius 1 was perfe& in all the fireets of the Citie, and knew 

ticularly all the lodgings of the Palace beyond the Lake, where Darius commonly kept 
his Court, where King Alexander died, and where Queen Roxana lay at that time. 1 
walked a great while up and down the fireets where I ſaw a thouſand images of deſo- 
lation , ſorrow, and univerſal affrightment ; the windows of all the inhabicants 
were full of lighted Torches, which burned in a mournful faſhion ; there were heard 
in manie houſes as loud cries as if in bis death they had found their general loſs ; - 
tne 
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the paſſages were chained,and there were fires, and Corps de garde in every Market phice 
andall the cro's {ireets were full of armed men, who ranked themſelvs accordin:: to the 
different parties, and whereof the greateit number delired nothing bur (edition and dil. 
order.One might fee the Princes who ſtood for great Othces, and for the Suveraryn An 
toritie pals up & downgleverally guarded, either according to their credit or accordy 
to their qualitie,& in ſhort,all chings repreſented a new tace of atfairs.] confidered them 
no farther chen I choughe chey might bee uſeful to your interefis, and after having 
wandred about a long, hour to no purpoſe, I came to the Palace wbere Kexana was 
lodged, and whereof all the corners are as well knownto mee as it I had dwelt there 
all my lite. 1 tound {o great a number of Guards about the Gate, that ] prelenely 
deſpaired of getting in, and indeed I was thinking to go my way , when | ſaw Per. 
diccas com followed with ſo great a train,thar the ireet was even quite filled with it. Ag 
ſoon as hee was named,the Guards made a lane to give him paſſage; and though there 
was order given to ſurfer but few to enter with him, the croud was too fron 
for the refiitance of thoſe that kept the Gate; and I thruſt my ſelf ſo cloſe 
the reſt, that | was of the number ot thoſe that got in. Perdiccas having asked where 
the Queen was, heard that ſhee expeCted him in the Garden, whether (hee was gon 
down by reaſon of the exceflive heat which had been that day, and where, upon the 
Bank of the River which waſhes the fide of it, ſhee was taking the cool atr with fom 
of her wamen. Perdiccas having croſſed through two Courts, came to the Garden 
Gate, where wee likewile founda verie ſtrong Guard, and where,with as niuch ado as 
betore, 1 ar laſt got in with him. T hc Torches were all left without in the Court,and 
the Moon which gave light enough for the Queen to walk by, ſerved alfo for the 
diſcour! between her and Perdiccas. I will not deſcribe the faſhion of her habitit was 
ſo dark 1 could not well diſcern it, all that 1] was able to obſerv was that ſhee had al- 
readie put vn her night drefling , and that the reſt of her apparel was black , fu- 
table to the condition ſhee then was in. Perdiccas went up to her alone, and all thoſe 
that came in with him ſtaying at the end of an Allie, Rexana's women did the ſane, 
and leit her at libertie to talk with him. Wee could not hear any thing they faid, 
but wichin awbile after ſeeing them take their walk in an Allie, upon the edy of the 
ſtream, cloſe by which 1 knew there was another that was covered , wherein | might 
follow them ſtep by Reps and hear all their converſation, I reſolved to hazzard ſom» 
thing,that] might finde an occafion to do you ſom ſervice. That which made mee have 
ſuch a deſire to hearken co them,that to ſatisfie it 1 put my ſelf io danger, was the know- 
ledg 1 had of the mortal hatred Roxana bore to Queen Statira ; and my belief that in 
that revolution of affairs, and in thoſe enterviews with Perdiccas by night, ſhee might 
perchance contrive ſomthing againſt her. That ſuſpicion, which within awhile after I 
ſhould have thought had been inſpired into mee by the gods, if they had ſuffered mee 
eo make uſe of it to prevent thole miſchiefs , incited mee to play the ſpie, and for that 
purpoſe ſlipping along a pail without beeing taken notice of or having my intention 
ſo much as dreamt of,] ftole into that covered Allie,on the outſide whereof Roxane and 
Perdiccas were walking. My defign ſucceeded as I could have wiſhed , and thinking no 
bodie over-heard them, they foke not ſo low,but that having nothing between them 
and mee except a few boughs , I could eafily underſtand all they ſaid, 1 watkedjuſt #8 
they walked, and turned at the end of the Allie as they did,but with as little noif and 
as much circumſ{pe&ion as was poflible. I knew by the firſt words I heard that my 
cion was not cauſle(s, for after a little ſilence Perdiccas ſpake on this manner. How 
great adefign ſoEver I have to pleal & ſerv you, Madam, I cannot bur feel a repugnancie 
againſt the propofition you make to mee, and I cannot without horror remember t 
to obey you I muſt imbrue my hands in the bloud of two women, of two great and 
virtuous Princeſſes, whereof one was the wife of my King, and the other is thew 
of my triend; their ſex, their qual'tie, and the memorie of their brave illuſtrious bu 
bands, divert both my arm and heart from that atempt, and1 could willingly wiſh 
ſom'other more gentle and more fitting expedient might bee found to ſatisfe you, and 
to eſtabliſh rhat ſecuritie you demand. It is not (and I call the gods to witneſs) that 
I would retuſe the moſt-dangeroug occaſions to obey you; nor, but that the honor 
| your 
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our Majeſtie doe's mee to link my intereſt with yours, is more conſiderable to mee 
then all the fortune I can pretend to by other means ; but yet I cannot overcom thoſe 
difficulties in my ſoul, which ſom remainders of virtue produce there againſt this en- 
terprile, and in this execution even my hand it ſelf retuſes to ſerv in the defign I have 
to obey you. Perdiccas without doubt would have ſaid more, if the Queen had not 
interrupted him thus. One may bee ſcrupulous as you are Perdiccas,when the queſtion 
is concerning leſs then the Empire of the World, and 1 proteſt to you , I feel little 
leſs repugnance then you do againſt this crueltic to which wee are compelled by the 
neceſſitie of our affairs ; but do you think there can bee any ſecuritie for the ſon and 
for the widow of Alexander, or for the Macedonian Princes , ſo long as Darivs his 


daughters are alive? do you beliey that this calm which Alexander ſettled with ſo 


much bloud, and with ſo much difficultie can laſt after his death, and that the Perſians 
who ſubmicred but by force to the Macedonian yoke , will not take arms now tor their 
lawful Princes , and uſe their endevors to reſtore the bloud of their firſt Maſters to the 
Throne? lt che crueltie of this enterprize ſtrike horror in you, remember Perdiccas,that 
itis not without example in all Monarchies, and that both amongſt us,and amongſt 
our Neighbors, wee have no Age that cannot furniſhus with a good number of pre- 
fidents. Did not Artaxerxes whom the whole world held for a verie good Prince, and 
his Succeſſor Occhus, both Predeceffors to Darius, ſecure their Eſtates by the bloud of 
their children, and of their brothers? and if you would have freſher ones even in 
your own Countrie, did not Queen Olimpias who is yet alive, the Mother of our de- 
ceaſed King, after King Philip was dead, cauſ her rival Cleopatra to bee put to death, 
having firſt made a daughter ſhee had by him, to bee killed in her preſence, becauſ ſhee 
might poſſibly have one day raiſed ſom trouble in her dominions ? And did not Alex- 
ander himſelf our d:ar husband, and moſt honored King, whoſe memorie is moſt ſacred 
tous, and all whoſe ations ought to bee the rules of our lite, begin his ſ@ glorious 
Reign by the death of thoſe that were neareſt to him? and when hee came out of 
Macedonia, did hee leav one of them alive who could diſturb the calm hee left there ? 
Conſider now Perdiccas whether theſe perſons whom I have alleged had ſo important 
reaſons as ours are, and whether they upon light ſurmiſes & occalions of ſmall weight, 
did not execute that, which wee do out of pure neceflitie, and for the conſervation of 
our lives, and of the Empire of the world. Thoſe perſons (replied Perdiccas ) have by 
thoſe ations left blemiſhes upon their lives , which all the moſt gallant ones they 
ever performed, will never bee able to wipe out, and all the blackeſt deeds they ever 
did, can no way parallel the infidelitie you enjoin mee to,mee I ſay, who am not onely 
a kinſman, and a ſubjeft of Alexander's, but who amongſt all about him, received the 
laſt glorious marks of his affe&tion, and of beeing preferred before ſo many other 
Princes worthy of the kingdoms hee hath lefr. In this ation (added Roxana) you will 
bee ſo far from offending Alexander's memorie, that you will give him proofs of your 
hdelitie, ſince it is onely to ſecure the Empire to his ſon, that you take them- out of 
the world who might diſpute it with him z And if to this confideration, it bee per- 
mitted to add that of your own intereſts Perdiccas,remember what you do for your ſelf, 
lince the leaſt recompence propoſed to you, is the ſoveraign authoritie, which you 
will have over this ſon whoſe Guardian you ſhall bee, and which you ſhall ſhare with 
his Mother whom you will have eſtabliſhed in it. Perdiccas dernutred awhile before hee 
anſwered to this laſt diſcourſ of Roxana's, and they walked almoſt a whole turn in the 
Allie without ſpeaking , but in the end Perdiccas breaking filence, I wiſh to the gods, 
Madam, (ſaid hee) that you could content, and ſecure your ſelf by milder waies ; theſe 
methinks are ſuch ſtrange ones, that I cannot diſpoſe my ſelf to follow them, but I de- 
fire this nights refpite to finiſh the overcoming of thoſe difficulties, I finde in my ſelf; 
to morrow as ſoon as you are ſtirring , I will let your Majeſtic know ty laſt reſoluti- 
on, and | will rather die then give you occafion to repent the truſt you repoſe in mee, 
and the favors you do mee. Well, Perdiccas (replied Roxana) 1 grant you the timeyou 
demand, and [ hope that by your laſt reſolution, wee ſhall both have cauſ to bee fariſ- 
hed. After theſe words, Perdiccas bade the Queen good-night, and retiring to his fol- 
Wwers went out of the Garden, I might have gon away witch him, but I was ſo ſur- 


rrs priſed 


130 CASSAND R A. Parr LI. 


priſed, and aſtoniſhed at the things I had heard, that] thought not of my 
and ſeeing that the Queen without ſtirring out of that Allie, call'd Hefrone whom 
ſhee lov'd beſt ofall her women, and commanded the relt to ſtay where they were, | had 
a minde to hear that ſecond converſation, whereby | believed | might tully inſtru my 
ſelf touching that deteſtable defign which was in agitation againit thoſe poor Prins 
celles. Roxana ſate down upon a green ſodded bank, and as ſoon as Heſton? came near 
her; 1 have much ado (ſaid ſhee) to perſwade Perdiccas to what I defire tor our com 
mon ſecuritie, and hee ſticks at conſiderations, which the ambition ot reigning 
to have extinguiſhed in his minde. 1 do not think ir ſtrange, (replied Heſiore) and 
that which your Majeſtic requires, hath (omthing ſo cruel in it, that | cannot remem- 
ber it without horror, nor without wondring , as at a prodigie, how the thirit of 
reigning, can have choked in you that pitie which is natural to women, and hayg 
carried you to ſuch bloudie reſolutions againſt Princeſſes who have a near relation to 
ou, whom heretofore you accounted dear, and who have no way offended you; 
ardon mee,Madam, if I ſpeak with too much libertie,l am fo affrighted at this borri. 
ble change of your humor, that I have not underſtanding enough left to approve theſe 
inhumane reaſons of ſtate, which demand ſuch violent executions, Roxana hearkned 
to theſe words of Heſtone, without interrupting her, and having remained awhile wich- 
out anſwering otherwiſe then by two or three fighes, Ah! Heſione (taid ſhee at laſt)how 
Juſt would thy wonder bee, if thou wert not well in{trufted in my moſt ſecret thoughts, 
and with how much reaſon might'it thou appear affrighted at this change of my hu- 
mor, if I had not truſted thee with the caul of it a thouſand times; thou knowelt Y 
diſſcmbling Heſtone,that my inclinations to crueltie are not ſtrong enough to move mee 
to ſuch bloudie tragedies,mcerly out of maxime of ſtate,and vut of a deſire to reignzthat 
onely ſervs for a pretext to more powerful incitements, and to cover a patliun more 
violent then ambition ; nor do I love the crown enough to violate both divineand 
humane Laws for it alone. Alas ! Heftone, thou art not ignorant of this truth, thoy 
knoweſt that love hath blotted out of my foul , all that was good and reaſonable in 
ic heretofore, and chat my jealoalie arms my hand mor? potently again't my rivalghen 
ambition doth againſt my competitor for the Empire ; the rem:mbrance ot ungratelul 
Oroondates kindlcs my indignation againſt her that took him from mee , and his image 
never com's into my memorie without enflaming my anger againſt that proud 
beautie which triamphed over mee in the ſoul of -that inhumane Prince z While the 
hope of her lawful poſſeſſing him was forbidden her by the life of the King her 
husband, | bore my misfortune patiently 3; but now that by the death of Alexonder 
the way to it lies open for her,and that I ſee them upon the very brink of that telicitie, 
which I have vainly oppoſed, I had rather ſhee ſhould periſh, and that the whole 
world ſhould periſh with her , then that I ſhould becom ſubje&t to thoſe ſenhble 
affliftions ; I know by the report of Arbates, who is returned out of Scythia whither 
I had ſent him, that Orooxdates is Rill alive, and hee hath quitted his own Countric 
to return again into ours 3 hee ſees her perchance everie day, that viftorious enemie of 
Roexana's, and contrives with her the laſt effedts of that ingratitude which hee zlwaits 
was guiltie of to mee; Here it is O Heſione ! that I confels my weakneſs , and hat 
I am conſtrained to avow, that ncither time, reſentment, nor dutie, have been able to 
prevail againſt my former paſſion , and that notwithſtan4ing 1 am Alexander's widow, 
notwith(tanding that Orondates is ingrateful, 1 love him fill more then my ſelf, and 
that ſleeping or waking that inſenfible man, too lovely, and too much beloved, 
come's- inceſſantly before mee, and that inveterate-palion, hath taken too deep a root 
in my, foul, to bee ever pull'd up but by the end of my life. After this confeſſion, 
H- ſiang,,doſt thou think I will ſuffer my everlaſting rival, to enioy a happineſs, which 
ſhee cannot build but upon the ruins of my repoſe, and that 1 will permit chat info 
lent, woman, wha duriag the life of wy husband, deprived mee wich tyrannle of the 
better part of his affeRtions, ſhould make her (elf ſport with my miſerable deſtinie? 
Ah: no, Heſone, hope not for ſuch mean ſpirited effefts of my patience , and believ 
tha. to. free my felf of that bitter enemie of my lite, I will trample underfoot. all the 
conliderations of bloud, of dutic, and even of the fear wee have of the gods: a 
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ker deſtruRion, let the ingrateful man perſevere in his hard-heartedneſs toward mee? 
and let him bee unſen{ible both of the proofs of my love, and of the advantages 1 can 
- offer him in the condition of my fortune ; 1 ſhall however have this ſatisfaftion , that 
if | can not make his diſdains to cea(, I ſhall at leaſt have taken away the cauC of 
them, and that Statira ſhall not brag, ſhee triumphed over Roxana unpuniſhed. 
Roxana brought forth theſe words with a vehemence, which ſuthciently ſhowed the 
violence of that paſſion that animated her,. and Hefione who had given ear to her 
without interruptivn, ſaid thus at the end of her diſcourſ; But Madam, what is your 
kſt intention ?' and it you will permit my zeal to beg of you the continuation of 
at truſt wherewith your Majeſtie hath ever honored mee , what do you pre- 
tend to by the death of thoſe Princetles ? 1 thought (replied Roxana) that I had 
explained my ſelf enongh, and that | had left thee no occafion to bee ignorant of 
my intentions, but iince thou demandeſt a more ample declaration, know, that I will 
fir diſpatch that rival out of the world, which hath gotten thoſe advantages over mee 
both in che heart of Oroondates, and in that of Alexander , whereby I have been diC- 
honored; and when Oroondates with her , hath loſt his utmoſt hopes, I do not 
think hee will bee ſo blind as not to know his fortune, nor ſo diſdainful as 
to contemn thoſe greatnefſes to which I can rail him In the condition I now 
am, I am not ſo ill ſavoreds, but that with a good part of the world whereof 1 can 
offer him the diſpoling, I may pretend to ſom part in his affefion, and perhaps there 
isnot a Prince in all world, that would not buy his condition even with the hazzard 
of his life; to this con(ideration, I by the by, joyn thoſe of the ſtare, and in con- 
tenting my paſſion I ſecure my own autoritie, and that of th: ſon which may bee, 
born of mee ; that reaſon was not ſtrong enough alone to perſwade mee to an ation 
againſt which conſcientious people would have ſom repugnance, but if 1 bee ſoun- 
fortunate as to ſee my ſelf deceived in my ficſt hopes, and to {trive in vain to change 
Oroandates his inclinations, I ſhall at leaſt have this pleaſure to have wreaked my 
hatred, and ſatished my jealouſfie, in deſtroying her, who hath deltroied my repoſe, 
andin depriving that ingrateful mah of the objet of his hopes, and of the occaiion of 
his ſcorn ; and (ince there is a neceſlitie of ſhedding bloud to ſecure the Throne to 
ty fon, and to ny (elf, I ſhall have this conſolation, to have facriticed no bodie to 
thoſe maximes but thoſe perſons whom by more powertull reaſons I was compelled 
to hate, 
- I believ Roxana would have ſaid more; and | had continued to hearken to her with 
the ſame attention, if 1 had not been unfortanately ſurpriſed in ghat imploiment, I 
had thruſt my head almoſt quite among the boughes which grew along the (ide of 
the Allie, and was ſo attentive to her diſcourſ, (though there was great occaſion to 
fear, and to miſtruſt in an enemies place as that wherel chen was) that ſom of Rexana's 
maides were com into the ſame Allie, and were gotren cloſe to mee before I perceived 
them; As ſoon as I turned my head, 1 ſaw my ſelf encompaſſed with them , and the 
more fearful of them crying out of a ſudden, the Guard that were in the Garden, and 
who by Roxana's expreſs command ſtood bur at a little diſtance from her, came run- 
ning preſently, and entring at both ends of the walk , deprived mee of all poſbibilitie of 
eſcaping'; | would have attempted it, which made mee the more ſuſp<&ed, and the 
more puiltie, bur 1 was inſtantly laid hold on, ſearched and examined; they found 
NO other arms about mee but my ſword, and to their examination, | anſwered that I 
was a voluntier in Perdiccas his Troops, that | came into the Garden wich him, and 
that having wandred through curiolitie into that Allie, I had not ſeen when hee 
went away. They to whom I gave this account not beeing ſatisfied with my ari- 
ſwers, and ſuſpeting mrce of ſom wicked deſign began to threaten mee with deach it 
I rold not the truth, and preſenting the points of their javelin:s art mee, they indeed 
ſtruck mze with ſom apprehenſion. 1 was in fear of my (aferie among thoſe men t9 
whom | was unknown, and who with probabilitie might accuſe mze of ſom evil in- 
tention, and *twas calily to bee obſerved in my face, and in my words; when Roxana 
Who had heard che noif', and who began to learn the cauſ of ic, commanded mzr rg 
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bee brought before her. They quickly fetched in a great many Torches out of the 
next Court, and they that held chem putting them near unto my face, gave the 

and choſe that were with her, means to conhder mee intentively. Shee ask'd mes. the 
ſame queſtions, and I anſwered in the fame manner as I had donethe reſt, but 
eſtate of her affairs, and that of her conſcierice making her fear all things, ſhee (ent ts 
Perdiccas to ſee it hee would own mee, and ſeeing mee faulter in my anſweres, (hee 
began to have a verie ill opinion of mee, and was readie to give ſom fatal order a- 
gainſt mee, when one of thoſe who ſtood near her, having known mee by the light of 
the Torches, made himſelf way, and coming to mee, O Toxaris (ſaid hee) is ic you? 
| inſtantly life up my head, overjoied to meet one of my acquaintance in that neceſ. 
ſitie, and fixing my cies upon his face, I knew the man who had ſpoken to tnee, tos bee 
eArbates, that faichleſs Crane of yours (that had been ) who corrupted by Raxa's 
preſents, ſtole the Bracelet from you at Damaſcus , which you had received trom 
Statira; who a great while after carcied it to her with the Letter you write unco 
Roxana; and who in ſhort, had managed all that treacherie, which cauſed ſuch bloudie 
effefts, and from which almoſt all your loſſes have proceeded. Although his infidelitie 
made mee to abhor bim, I confeſs 1 was glad to ſce him at that time, hoping thatby 
reaſon of our old acquaintance, hee would bee a means to procure my fatetie and my 
libertie, as ſoon as | had perfely called him to minde, and gotten a licrle confidence 
by that encounter; Yes, Arbates (ſaid I) 1 am Toxaris. T hen I preſently ſaw that 
fall man draw near unto Roxana, and having defired audience for two or three words, 
hee ſpake to her awhile ſo ſoftly that no bodie could over-hear him,and when they had 
don talking, Roxana turning towards one of the Captains of her Guard, Carriethis 
fellow (faid ſhee) to a place of fecuritie, and uſe him according to the direftions 
of Arbates who ſhall let you know my pleaſure. At that command they took mee 
from before her , who went out ot the Garden at the ſame time, and Arbates guiding 
him that led mee out of the Palace, | was brought toa houſ which was appointed for 
my priſon , where they ſet guards upon mze, whoſe lives were to anſwer it, if [ 


j Fe" that night, and the next day in great apprehenſions and diſquiets,among 
which the fear of death was not my chiefelt trouble; Not but chat in effect | was 
afraid of it, and had a ſenſ of the puniſhment which uſes to bee inflifted upon Spi 
eſpecially thoſe who hearken after the ſecrers of Soveraigas, and principally of fach 
as are in the condition Roxana was , ſince I might have been ſuſpeſted to have had 
ſom deſign againſt her perſon , and to have bten dealc withal by ſom of the contra« 
rie partie, and by thoſe who had an intereſt in her death ; but to that apprehenſion, 
I joined my ſorrow what 1 could not make uſe of the mercie the gods had (hewed mee, 
and that I could nor prevent the murther of choſe great Princeſſes,by the noticel ſhould 
have given them of that conſpiracie it I had been act libectie; 1 was alſo veric much 
afflited that I could not return to your Highneſs to give you an account of the Com- 
miſſion you had imploied mee in, not doubting but you were impatient of my delay. 
That day | was vilited by Arbates, who highly endeared the good office hee had don 
mee, and proteſted to mee wich oarhs, that,but for his intercefſion with the Queen, wy 
ruin had been inevitable; hee afterward promiſed mee the continuation of his en- 
deavors on my behalf, and made mee hope for all manner of good uſage. To (ay truth 
that ] received was not ill for a priſoner, and the next day 1 ſaw a companion brought 
into mee when [ leaſt expeCted him; It was Loncates whom your Highneſs had ſent 
after mee to Babylon by reaſon of my ſtay, and who having unluckily met Arbatesy 
was known by him, and by his dire&ion ſeized upon by Roxana's guard who brow: be 
him preſently to the ſame place where I was. In that Arbates was imprudent , for 
if hee had kept us in ſeveral priſons, hee might much mcre eafily , have drawn from us 
what Roxana hada minde to know, then by putting us both into the ſame chamber, 
where wee had leiſure enough to inſtruft one another, and to conform our anſwers, 
that wee might not bee intrapt if they examined us apart. When I had given Loncates 
an accvunt of the caul ot my impriſonment, and of the words Ihad heard from ap" 
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and Perdiccas touching the delign they had againſt the Queen Statira, and the Princeſs 
her ſiſter; Loncates with a ſorrowtul look told mee hee began ta hear a whiſpering in 
the Town, that thoſe poor Princeſſes were dead alreadie , and that hee having been at 
the Palace of Queen S)/igambis had heard cries,and (een faces that:had confirmed him in 
that opinion. I hat news ſurpriſed mee with a mortal affliftiony and conſidering how 
it ſuted with the words | had over-heard, 1 no-longer doubted; of the lamentable de- 
ſtinie of thoſe poor Ladies. Wee ſpent all the reſt of the day and the next in bewail- 
inga loſs, wherein wee knew you would bave the greateſt ſhare, and wee had not yet 
dried up our tears, when Arbates followed with Guard came into our Chamber, and 
told us hee had order to bring us betore the Queen, and that wee ought to hope for a 
good ſucceſs from the {ight of her. Wee were fo dejefted with grief, that wee received 
that meſſage with an indifferent countenance, and withour informing our ſelvs of 
Roxena's intentions wee followed Arbates to the Palace. It was alceadie a good while 
within night, and Roxana was in her bed, the Guard brought us to the Chamber 
door,but onely Arbates,and ſom of her women went in with us, and bringing us on the 
far fide of the bed, ſhowed us Rexana in a condition ableto have cauſed love in per- 
ſons that had not been prepoaſſeſſed with powertul reaſons to hate her ; the ſeaſon 
ing verie hot, ſhee was almo#t halt naked in her bed, and her arms and neck quite un- 
covered ſer forth ſuch beauties as in the opinion of other Judges would have found 
few equals in the world; her head drefling though negligent was not unbecoming, 
and her whitene's in a place where all things were black, had a very extraordinarie 
luttre ; Onely Heſion? itaied ar her beds feet, and her other maids beeing retired into 
the next room with Arbates, Roxana after having looked awhile upon us ſpake on this 
manner. If 1 d d not believ you to bee civil men, and that you have gained victue and 
diſcretion by beeing near the Prince whom you have the honor to ſery, t ſhould not 
uſe you in a faſhion quire extraordinarie for perſons of (my qualitie, ſince however 
you cannot diſavow but that you are faultie, and that one of you ha's been raken in an 
ation, which in all cuſtoms, andall Nacions make's him worthie of deach : but the 
bre:diag you have had with a Prince who is an Enemie to all evil thoughts doe's 
partly jutifie your intentions,and although they ſhould bee criminal, his confiderati- 
on is ſufficient to make mee forgive the moſt unpardonable offences, and to move mee 
to forget all the deſigns you could have had even againſt my life it ſelf; 1 will there- 
fore pardon you, whatſotver you can have attempted againſt mee , but | will ha ve 
your Maſter thank mre for it, and after this ſmall proof of the continuation of 
my good will to him, hee ſhall receiv others that are greater, and of more importance; 
| fee my (elf now in a condition, wherein I can make the greatneſs of my fortune, ſup- 
ply the defet of thoſe qualities of my perſon which hee hath diſdained,and x thaw 
nevertheleſs after his di{dains Alexander found ſomthing hee thought conſiderable. 
| am aſhamed to make you this confeſſion, but my weakneſs ha's ſhowed it ſelf bat roo 
much alreadie, and my opinion of you is good enough to believ, that you will not 
abuſe the confidence | have in you ; 'tis by it, andby advantages which are not defpi- 
cable that I would oblige you to tell mee news of your Malter, andto let mee know 
the place of his abode; defiring no ocher requital of you, but that alone, both for the 
pardon | grant you, and for the preſents I intend you. The fubtil Queen ſpoke to us 
In words to this effeft; but wee heard nothing from her, which wee bad not 
and beeing wee had prepared our ſelvs for the anſwer wee ſhauld make, I found no- 
great diftizulti: co reply. Madam, although the fanlt I have committed bee full of ' 
innocence and ſtupiditie, my Companion and | receiv the pardon your Majeſtie grants 
us as 4 ruecer mercie, and as aneffet onely of your goodneſs, and I would it pleaſed 
the gods, that in acknowledgment, you required ſuch proofs of our obedience as were 
n our power, and that wee could tell where to give our Prince an account of the ho- 
Nour you do him to keep him (till in your remembrance; bur the place of his abode: 
Is unknown to us; ſince the time hee left Scythia, after the defeat ot Zopirio, wee have 
wandred in vain from Province to Province to enquire for him ; *ewas onely' that 
d&fign which broughc us inco this Councrie, where hee ha's formerly had occafions of 
ſay,% will make us proſecute our ſearch unto the worlds end. Rgxane was not ſatisfi:d 
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with this anſwer, and having expreſſed as much by ſhaking her head; If I did not 
know ((aid (hee) that you are not ignorant of the affeCtion | have born to Oreindates] 
ſhould believ.you apprehended ſom danger to him in this encounter, bur ſince (b 
misfortune) it is but too well known, you cannot fear that the ſight I defire of your 
Maiter can bee diladvantageous ro him. You know alreadie that 1 have loved hinj 
but roo much for my quier, and you muſt till know whether I will or'no, that 1 love 
him yet more then my ſelf ; you conſtrain mee to a confeſſion that make's mee bluſh 
but it alſo ſecures you from all the miſtrufts you might have for your Maſter, and by 
are but two well aſſured, that 'cis onely:to ſhare my fortune with him, that 1 fo much 
d:(ire to ſee him again ; do not therefore any longer conceal what 1 fo fain would 
know of you , fince 1 amy better inſtrufted in your affairs then you imagine. 1c is 
true, Oroondates went out of. Scythia after the defiar of Zopirio , but I know whom hee 
took along with him, and that onely Araxes, and you two attended him in that 
journie..; Wee were alircle ſarpriſed to hear that the Queen was ſo well informed, but 
wee loſt not our conhdences and perſiſted {o firmly in our reſolution ,"that' ſhee could 
draw nothing el{- from us, though ſhee joined threats to the promiſes ſhee had made 
us 3 when ſhee ſaw wee could bee ſhaken by neither , ſhee commanded us ro bee car- 
ried back; again, and onely ſaid to us before Arbates, you are unworthie of the uſage 


. you receiv fiom mee, and by your indiſcreer obſtinacic, you do your Maſter a verieill 


office. But know you oughe not longer to abule my goodneſs, nor the conſideration] 
have of you for his fake; | give you yet-a few daies to bethink your ſelvs, go, ard 
remember that you. are criminals, and priſoners to them that have you wholy 
in their- power. . With theſe words ſhee commanded us to bee carried away, and 
Artates guarded as before, conveied us back unto our priſon ; when wee were there hee 
reproved us verie ſharply, and told us that our death was unavoidable if wee per- 
fevered in our ſtubborneſs ;; promiſing us on the other fide, mountains of gold if wee 
would obey the Queen, and alleging what ſhee had don for him, in reward of his in- 
fidelitie, but that example-cauſeda horror in' us, in ſtead of an incouragement to 
what, hee deſired, and our averſion to that Traitor was too great to hearken to his 
counſels, or to imitate his aftions. | 
The multiplicitie of Roxana's affairs forced her to allow us a few daics reſpite, du+ 
ring which wce were reaſonably well uſed, and received no other perſecutions fave 
thoſe of Arbates, who ſetting himſelt continually to torment us, bardly afforded us 
any time of intermiſſion; but within awhile atter, hee came to fetch us again, at the 
ſame hour, and with the ſame Guard as the time before, and brought us to Roxana in 
the fame Chamber where wee had ſcen her; ſhee beeing reſolved to trie all the waies 
ſhee could, to ſift that out of us which ſhee defired , received us with a great deal of 
gentleneſs, and as ſoon as wee were com near her; Well Toxaris , well Loncates (faid 
ſhee,: for ſhee had learn't our names from Arbates) will you nor at laſt bee ſenfible of 
the requeſt ] have made to you? and if the conlideration of intereſt cannot move 
you, will you not out of generolitie oblige a Queen who ha's truſted you with her 
moſt ſecret affe&tions, and who demands nothing of you, that is nor advancageoti to 
your. Maſter ? for briefly that fidelicie hee ſtood ſo much upon to the deceaſed Queen 
Statira is no longer now in ſeaſon ; and fince the crueltie of her defiinies ha's taken 
her from us, bee ought alſo to take her out of his remembrance; hee ha's too gocd 
a judgmentto fix himſelf obſtinately upon the love of that which hath now no becing, 
and to diſdain a fortune in mine, which -perchance no other Prince in the world wov'd 
contemn. Conſider friends, what I repreſent unto yon, and bee no Jonger willul in 
concealing the retreat of him whom 1 love more dearly then my ſelf ; you are cruel 
in this ation, and lam confident hee will not juſtitie you in it himſelf; for this {mall 
ſervice | require of you,you may certainly hope for exccſive recompences, znd ycu ſhall 
finde mce ſo ſenfible of this obligation, that your fortune ſhall bee envied by pericns of 
the higheſt qualicie. To theſe words, flattering Roxana added many others which 
were all without any effe&, and Loncates anſwering, proteſied with many oats that 
wee knew not where you were ; 1 accompanicd his profeſtations with mine, and wee 
might ately (wear ic without oficnding the gods,or wounding our conſcie __ 
we 
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well aſſured that you ſtaied not for us Rill in the ſame place where wee had left you, 
and not beeing able to gueſs what way you had taken afterward. Roxana wasno more 
Gtisfied then the former time, but becauſ ſhee, by common fame, knew the nature of 
Scythians, among whom death is ſo little confidered, that the fear of it ſhake's them not 
from the {lightelt of their reſolutions, ſhee would not fo ſoon fly to extremities, but 
contenting her {elt with celling us, that by her good uſage ſhee would torce us to ob- 
lige her, ſhee commanded .4rbates to carrie us back again, and to give us, except liber- 
tie, whatſoever wee in reaſon could defire, Wee for ſom daies after that hada better 
table, and were leſs {triftly looked ro then before, but all the courſes that were taken 
could never get any thing out of us. The reaſons that made ns fo firm in our refoluti- 
on were ſuthciently po-vertul 3 Wee knew the hatred which with ſo much juſtice your 
Highneſs bore unto that woman, from whom you had received ſuch ill offices through 
the whole courl of your atte&ion, and whole treacherie alone , by depriving you of 
$tatira, had deprived you of your reit forever, andto compleat the occations of dereſt- 
ingher, wee knew by her own confefſion ( though {hee was very carelul to conceal ir 
from all the world ) that ſhee was the murthereſs of that fair Queen, by that know- 
ledg wee were alſured, that you would prefer the moſt cruel deaths, betore the vexation 
of talling into the hands of that bitter enemie, and moreov-r by thoſe bloudie teſti- 
monies of her craeltie, wee judged her to bee of a ſpirit dangerous enough to ran to 
extremirie, to break forth inco a violent rage againſt you, when (hee ſhould once bee 
certain that ſhee conld not move you by her artifices ; theſe confiderations confirmed us 
in the delign of ſuffring any thing rather then ſubmit you to ſuch ſenlible afliftions, 
expoſe you to ſuch maniteſt dangers. 

Arbates vilited us every day, and that traitor to ſeduce us flattered us athouſand 
waies, and feigned to have a wonderful confidence in us, hee diſcovered thoſe affairs 
tous which ſeemed to bee of greateſt importance; and gave us account of part of 
thoſe matters which paſſed at court, and in Ryxana's cabinet. One day beeing in our 
chamber, hee by chance let fall a paper; Loncates took it up as ſoon as hee was gon, 
and though it was cloſe folded np, and fait ſealed, wee con(idered him fo little, that 
wee made no diffcultie to break itopen; it had no ſuperſcription, but the words were 
to this etfeCt, 


I to adore you, if to die for you, bee crimes wortbie of "thoſe thunders wherewith you have ſo 
often tbreatned mee, dart them(C my Sovereign )) at this guiltie man, who cannot ceaſ to adore 
Jak, and who cannot repent bis defign of dying for you 3 but if that filence your Majeſtie ba's 
enjoined mee, bee not religiouſly enough obſerv'd, expett the puniſhment of it from that ſame death, 
from which I expect both my remedie, and my recompence-; 'tis in it alone I bave bounded my moſt 
glorious ambition, and I have no thoughts th1t are unwortbie of it, ſince I have none but ſuch as 
tend wholly to you. In commanding mee to bold my peace, you make uſe, Madam, of the double Em- 
pire you have over mee, and Iſhould obey you with a perfet reſignation, if you bad left mee any 
power either to command or to obzy my ſelf; not that I grone under the yoke you bave impoſed upon 
mee, I received it without murmuring, and I bave born it without complaining of its weight ; but 
wy is it inſupportable to you, ſince it is I that andergo all the pain of it, and that having defend- 
ed your ſelf again? compaſſion, it hath made you ſuffer nothing that can render it burthenſom to 
you ? It bath made you ſuffer,” my complaint, indeed, alas, if a diſcreet complaint like mine bee (0 
criminal, where will you finde innocence ? - and if you will 'pardon it in none bat Alexander's, 
or inperſons wortbie of you, where will your clemencie finde matter to exerciſe it ſelf ? 


The reading of this letter wrought ſom curiofitie in us : and Loncates andl1 endea- 
vored in vain to guels at the autor of it; wee conjectured eahly that it was addreſſed 
to Roxana, and that Arbates who ſerved her onely in affairs of that nature, had there 
lom new pra&ic: in hand, but wee could not imagine which of the Princes was bold 
enough. to ſpeak to her of love befare the obſequies of Alexander. Wee were thus bu- 
lied, when Arbates who had perceived what hee had loſt, came back into our chamber 
in a great deal of trouble. Hee ſeem'd tobee much ftrucken when hee found thar letter 
nour hands, and hee was in doubt which way hee ſhould receiv that trick of famili- 
aritie, 
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aritie, but Loncates ſtept to him, and reſtoring it with a ſmiling countenance , bee noe 
offended at our curioſtie Arbates ( ſaid hee ) our deſign was onely to inſtra&t our felvs 
in your loves, to jeſt with you a little, and not at all to do you any differvice; but if 
that delire hath made us commit an incivilitie, you haveat leaſt this ſatisfaRion , that 
though wee have read it, wee are not a jot wiſer then before. Arbates his face begants 
clear up a lictle at theſe words, and taking the letter again from Loncates, atter hee had 
bethought himſelf a while, I ſhould have been very ſorrie ( faid hee ) if this letterhad 
fallen into the hands of other perſons leſs diſcreet then you are, but the knowledg | 
have both of your fidelitie, and conſtancie in keeping a ſecret , would even oblige 
mee to declare this to you, if you would promiſs mee not to abuſe the confidence! 
have in you. The deſire wee had to learn that buſineſs, invited us to make him all the 
proteſtations hee could wiſh for, and when hee believed hee had ſecured himſelf 
enough, wee ſate down, and hee ſpoke to us on this manner. 

I hazard not ſo ſmall a matter in diſcovering, what you deſire to learn of mee, that 
you ſhould think it a light obligation , and in revealing this ſecrer I offend a man of 
great autoritie, and one that would never pardon mee if ] ſhould difſerv him; but be. 
{ides the aſſurance I have in your promiſſes which I believ inviolable, 1 ſee this man 
carrie's matters into ſuch terms that they cannot much longer bee concealed, and that 
the Miſtreſs whom I ſerv condemrws his follies, and would bee much diſpleaſed that 
had meddledin them. You have heard ſpeak of Caſſander the fon of Antipater whom 
Alexander when hee came into Aſia, left Viceroy in Macedonia, and in all thoſe terrico- 

' ries hee had conquered in Europe , where hee acquired ſo great credit and autoritic, 
that among the Greeks, and Macedonians , Alexander himſelf never was more abſo- 
Jute then hee. Wee know very well ( ſaid wee ) the reputation of Caſſander and of 4r- 
tipater, and wee are not ignorant, that among the Princes of Alexander's Court, there 
were very few that held (o lottie a rank as they. *Tis that Caſſander- ( replied Arbates ) 
who. write's this letter you have read unto the Queen, hee is moſt deſperately in love 
with her , and hee ha's given her teſtimonies of it which have mortally offended her, 
and redoubled the averſion ſhee ha's naturally againſt him ; 'cwas almoſt by force that 
hee obliged mee to take charge of delivering this letter, and I foreſaw ſo little fatisfa- 
ion to my ſelf in this commiſſion, that | have not been very hot in performing it; 
but becauſ Heſione ha's made mee acquainted with ſom particulars of that love, and 
of the firſt knowledg hee gave of it, I will ſhew you an example of freedom in relating 
them to you. 

It was alictle before the voiage into the Indies that Caſſander came to be near Alexander, 
having been bred up in Greece wich his father Antipater, who as I have told you hadan 
abſolute autoritie there. The conſideration of the father who by many viRories ob- 
tained to the advantage of the Macedonians, had made himſelf neceſſarie, and almoſt 
terrible to the King, placed the ſon in one of the foremoſt ranks about him, and hee 
at the very firſt was uſed in the ſame faſhion as the neareſt, and moſt coniderable 
Princes. I know not whether it was then that hee fell in love with the Queen, but the 
firſt knowledg ſhee had of it was but at Paſargada , where a ſickneſs ſhee had detained 
her for ſom time, while Alexander arrived at Sxſa, where hee married Queen Statira 
in the abſence of his former wife. The King taking his way toward Suſa, where all 
things were quiet, and peaceable, left Caſſander, and Seleucys to guard the Queen with 
ſom part of his forces, and thoſe two Princes never went from her till ſhee was return 
ed to Suſa. I had been her ſervant from the taking of Tyre, and-your departure from 
Sidon, which was five or fix months before the battel of Arbel/a, and that great Prin- 
ceſs was pleaſed ſo much to value ſom ſmall ſervice I did her, that from an ordinarie 
condition, ſhee had raiſed mee to a conſiderable rank amongſt thoſe about her. 
ring the Queens indiſpofition, Caſſander itirred not from her, but when his preſence 
was incommodious; and in all his ations hee ſhewed a diſquietneſs which couldnot 
proceed onely from his zeal, and fidelitie to his King. When hee was near her, hivelcs 
were perpetually fixt upon her face, but 'twas with troubles and diftrations of minde, 
which took away part of his underſtanding, and if hee was obliged to ſpeak 0 her, 
hee did it with fo much confuſion, and diſorder, that it was eaſe to No eff 
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prepoſſelſed with ſom very ſtrong paſſion. One day when the Queen asked him if hee _ 
had heard any news aut of Greece, fince the return from the Indies, in ſtead of an- 
ſwering cochat queliion, It isa decree of the dettinies ( faid hee) who diſpence nac 
all things with juitice. T he Queen by that replie ea(ily knew the preaccupation of his 
minde, thee had begun to obtery it in many ſuch like encounters, and at that time not 
becing abl- to torbear laughing ; Behold ( faid ſhee) a very fatisfaQorie anſwer, and 
very much to the purpaſe. Caſſender coming to him(elf perceived the fault hee had 
commited; hre excuſed it as well as hee could, but though hee had a very goad-wit, 
he: did but entangle himielt the mare, and by that laſt trouble ſhewed greater marks 
of the confulion of his minde then betape. Ar ſuch-hours ag the Queen raok her reſt, 
or was not in a condition to bee feen, hee ſtirred not from her chamber dyar, and as 
{oun as any of her maids, or necellarie officers of her chamber came forth, hee ran to 
enquire how the Queen did, with ſuch a care, as vilibly teſtified the particular intereſt 
hee had in her health. T he Queen who was told of it, and who knew not the true 
cal, was very well plcaſed with him for his diligence z ſhee wric the King ward of-it 
her ſelf, and many times <xpreſſed her acknowledgment to Caſſander in very obliging 
words. As ſoon as ſhee was able to leay her bed, and that within a while after (be be- 
gan to go out of her chamb-r, hee would neyer ſuffer any bodie bur himſelf ro wait 
upon ber as Gentleman uſher, and in doing that othce hee had the advantage ta hold 
her by che hand, and the libertie to entertain her almoſt all the day. One time beeing in 
chamver with her, and ſom of her maids, the Queen went to the looking-glais to 
mend her head dreſling, and in the interim the blinded Caſiander ſeeing her back turned 
toward him, and not conlidering that by the refle&ion of the glaſs ſhee ſaw all that 
was don in the chamber, could not torbear ſtretching out his bands by his ſide, bowing 
down his head with a beſeeching aRion, and daing poſtures, which had iomthing in 
them very ridiculous, if conlidered. by perſons without pallion : the Queen who caft- 
ly diicerned all hee did, turned coward him quice ſurpriſed, and that fo ſuddenly that 
ſhee found him til] in the ſame condition. What's the matter Caſſander ( (aid ſhee) are 
you fooliſh, and do you take notice what you do ? Caſſender was abaſhed at this en- 
counter, tor which hee was nat prepared, bur ſeeing himſelt forced to replie; | am not 
very wife Madam ( anſwered hee ) byt your Majeltieſee's but the lightelt marks of my 
follie. Theſe words cauſed (om (uſpicion in the Queen, which kept her from preſling 
him further, and refletFing upon many other afians of that nature which ſhee had 
obſcrved, began ta doubt ſomthing of the truth , but that ſame day (hee diſcovered 
more evident proofs of it. Shee received unwelcom news from Suſa, by one of her fer- 
vants ſhce had ſent thither, who brought her word that the King more then ever, in 
love with the Princeſs Stetira, was determined to marrie her, and that the bulineſs 
was gon (o far, that there was very little means of hindring it. This touched the 
Queen with ſo ſenfible a grief, that 'twas impoſſible for her to difſcmble it, (hee wept 
all the reſt of the day, and complained of the Kings inconſtancie, in terms which 
lufficiently teltified how much ſhee was affliſted. Cafſander hearing of it, went to wait 
upon her, and ſeeing ſom tears fall from her eies, hee could not fo far command 
his paſſion, but that it forced him to ſay aloud, Thoſe precious tears Madam, cannor 
bee 5ecompenced but by all the bloud of thoſe that ape the cauf of them 5 but If your 
Majeltie bee offended, why do yau not make uſe of the power you have over Caſlander ? 
The Queen, who knew nat at firſt how (hee ſhould interpret thoſe words, turning to- 
ward him; And what would you do for mee ( (aid thee) in a misfortune to which 
the gads alone can give remedie or conſolation ? I would .da all ( replied Caftander 
briskly ) that can bee expeſted from a man to whom Empire, to whom life, to whom 
even honor jt ſelf is nor conſiderable, in reſpet of your commands, and of the occaſt- 
ons co ſerv. you 1 would neither regard bloyud, nar ſex, nordignitie, and to obey you 
I would violate the faich that is due to men, the moſ ſacred rights, and all the laws of 
Nature. Cafſender pronounced theſe words ( which were vialent enough of them- 
elvs) with {uch a violence, as did ſufficiently diſcover the paſſion that animated him, 
and the Queen from thence drawing a confirmation of þer ſu{picions, would not give 
bim any accalipn toclear them more fully, bus contented ber (cIf with replying, You 
| . _ wou 
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would bee able to do nothing for mee, Caſſander ſince that in this misfortune I amin. 
jured onely by my Maſter , and my King, againft whom I ought not ſo much ast9 
complain, Caſſander was readie to make anſwer , and perhaps ſuch an one as would 
no longer have ſuffred her to doubt of his paſſion, if the Queen, who had a minde tg 
break off that entertainment, had not removed out of her place, and began another 
diſcourf. In the mean time ſeeing her ſelf ſtrong enough to undergo the voiage, and 
beeing deſirous to take her way toward Suſa the next day, ſhee commanded that order 
ſhould bee given about her equipage, and prepared her felt for a departure which ſhe 
believed ſhee had deferr'd but too long alreadie. That evening ſhe went down into the 
garden, where ſhee walked in a coveredalley with Selecus, and C aſiander, but Caſſander 
having found means to free himſelf of Seleucus, by ſom occafion which hee puthimin 
minde of on the ſudden,remained alone with theQu*en,and ſeeing that Hefrone, and her 
other maids were far enough off not to overhear what hee ſaid, hee thought hee could 
not findea more favorable opportunitie to diſcover his paſſion to the Queen, then now 
ſhee was in an ill humor againſt the King, judging with reaſon that nothing is ſopow- 
erfal to alienate the affetion of a wife from her husband, and make her capable of ano- 
ther, as her knowledg that ſhee is undervalued by him. 'T was this opinion that made 
him the bolder, and drawing an occaſion of diſconr! from the Queens trouble, after hce 
had continued a while in ſom diſorder; Madam ( ſaid hee at laſt with an unaſſured 
voice ) the King muſt needs bee very much blinded, fince hee for another beautie for- 
ſake's the moſt charming, and the moſt accompliſhed one the gods ever creited. Ah! 
It they had but granted ſuch a fortune as his to other men—— tee made a ſtop at theſe 
words, and the Queen whom they had diſpleaſed, beeing willing to- cut them off 
The King ( ſaid (hee?) Caſſander know's mee for ſuch as 1am, nor is it neceffarie you 
ſhould take further knowledg of it. I would it had pleaſed the gods (cricd the paſſio- 
nate Caſſander ) lifting up his cies to heaven, | would it had pleaſed the gods that! 
had never had that fatal knowledg which hath drawn mee from that of my ſelf, which 
ha's deprived mee of my reaſon, and deſtroied my repoſe for the whole remainder of 
my life. The Queen needed no more to make her comprehend, that hee had utterly 
loſt the reſpe& hee owed her, nor indeed did ſhee ſuffer him any longer, but thraſting 
him back with the hand hee held her by , after ſhee had looked upon him witheies 
kindled with a juſt indignation, Get yougon inſolent man ( ſaid ſhee ) go die for the 
explation of your fault, and believ that onely -my contempt of you, ſave's you from 
thoſe puniſhments you deſerv, and ſpare's the Kings ears from hearing of the impu- 
dence of his ſubje&.. At theſe words without ſtaying for a replie, ſhee left himquite 
confounded, and beſides himſelf, and calling Hefione, and the reſt of her maids, ſhee 
went to the other ſide of the alley ſo nettled at the offence ſhee had received, that of 
all the reſt of the day, it was impoſſible for her to ſettle her ſelf again. | 
The next morning ſhee departed from Paſargada, but Caſſander came not near her 
chariot that day, nor did hee ſo much as appear before her during all the reſt of the 
journie, but when ſhee was com to Suſa, and that hee no longer was in office about her, 
hee paſſed by no occaſion of ſeeing her, yet had hee never the boldneſs to ſpeak to her, 
nor com near her, and hee onely fed his fight, without contenting himſelt any other 
way. At the Temple hee alwaies took a place from whence hee might bebold her at 
libertie, and bee ſeen by her, and as often as ſhee lift up her eies, ſhee perpetually met 
Caſſander's fixt upon hers, and ſaw him do an hundred ations that were ſuffcient to 
make his paſſion obſery'd by any bodie that had been concerned in it. The Queen who 
had other occafions enough to bee in ill humor, and who fince the Kings laſt marri- 
age was fallen into adeep diſcontent, was exaſperated at this perſeverance of Ss ar 
der's, and 'was often readie to let her indignation break forth, but ſhee was withheld 
by many conſiderations, and ſatisfied her ſelf with onely complaining to Hefione, and 
piving er expreſs charge to rid her of him. Tell that inſolent fellow ( faid ſheo ) that 
forbid him my fight for ever, that I will ruine him, if hee ſhun it not as carefully to 
obey mee, as hee hath ſought ic to diſpleaſ mee, and that in ſhort I will make the 


King Ro with his folly, at the firſt ſign hee give's mee of its concinuation. He- 


Caſſar,der what the Queen had commanded her, and hee was thereby ny 


ſione to 


Book 11. CASSAND RA. 19 


to great extreamities. Hee was afraid of Alexander, who in ſom encounters had alrea- 
die ſhewed an averlion to him ; hee teared Roxana upon whom his life depended withi 
2 much more abſolute power, but hee had much ado to diſpole his minde to that ty- 
rannical obedience ſhee required of him. The Queen ( ſaid hee ro Hefrone ) is not {a- 
tified with baving forbidden mee to y_ to her, but ſhee alſo forbid's mee the ſight of 
her, Ah : Heſione, this is a ſtrange Kinde -of uſage, and though 1am not ignorant 
what] ow to Alexander's wite, 1 am ignorant what 1 ſhall bee able to do upon ſelf 
to ſhew my obedience ; her anger is much more terrible to mee, chen that of Aer 
der, and 1 love my lite too lictle to bee touched with any other fear, ſave that of di- 
plealing her. From that time forward nevertheleſs, hee was more warie then hee had 
b:en formerly, and as much as poſſibly hee could avoided the occaſions of offending 
her. But not long atter ſhee went trom Suſa ro Babylon, and Caſſander to whom the 
cauſ of her departure was not unknown, meeting Heſione a little before her going 
away, Tell the Queen ( ſaid hze ) that 1 am till the ſame; that her rigorous uſage 
cannot make mee change 3 and it inthe diſcontent that carric's her from hence, ſhee 
hath need of a bold and truſtie perſon, either to revenge, or free her ſelf, ſhee may re- 
member the power ſhee hath over mee, and the offers | made her at Paſargade. This 
m:{age was told the Queen , but it ſerved for nothing at that time, and hath ſerved 
for nothing ſince but to ſtrengthen her in the ſuſpicions ſhe hath againſt him. The 
Queen becing com to Babylon, led a very melancholly life, and the remembrance of 
thoſe advantages which Queen Statira had over her, in the minde of the King her buſ(- 
band, fretted her wich ſo inſenſible a vexation, that ſhee could not poſlibly diſſemble ic; 
Iknow not whether that reſentment awakened the memorie of Prince Oroondates in 
her, or whether (hee had preſerved ic all the time of his abſence, but however ic were; 
when I leaſt thought of it, ſhee ſent for mee into hercloſet, and did mee the hotior 
toſay, Arbates, Fcannot conceal from you the thoughts I till have for the ingrateful 
Prince of Scytbia, and though 1 have ſo many juſt cauſes of complaint againſt him, and 
that] am not ignorant what I ow unto the King my husband, yet can I not oppoſe 
that dear remembrance, and the image of that inſenſible man com's ſtill into my minde 
with as much power as ever; not but that I am reſolved to keep my ſelf within the 
{triſteſt rules of my dutie , nor but that I would pay unto the King, ( as changeable 
and inconſtant as hee is ) whatſoever hee could have expetted from mee in his moſt 
ardent affeC&ions 3 I have not any intention to draw that ingrateful man hither to mee, 
nor to endeavor yet to win him, but I muſt learn what is becom of him, and 1 cannot 
bze ſatisfied, till 1 know whether hee bee yet alive, what his fortune is, and in what 
climate he make's his abode. *Tis the crueltie of my fate , which even in my higheſt 
proſperitie oppoſed that rigorous remembrance, to moderate all my felicities, and the 
gods have b:en pleaſed to counterbalance the greatneſs heretofore they beltowed upon 
mee, by a misfortune which hath hindred mee from taſting the ſweerneſs of it. To 
theſe words, and ſom others, the Queen added a command (hee laid upon mee to go 
into Scythia, to enquire after the Prince, demanding no other fruit from my voiage, 
bucthat | ſhould bring her back word in what place, and in what condition hee was. 
| went from Babylon with this intention, but I will not trouble you wich the particu- 
lars of my journie, all I ſhall need torell you is that I arrived in Scytbia, without any 
cor; fiderable encounter, and that having ſpent ſom time ſecretly in the Court, which 
I found deſolate for the Princes abſence, and for that of the Princeſs his (ilter who 
had been ſtollen away, not long before, and whoſe loſs the King had not been able to 
bear without an excremediſpleaſure , nor wichout having armed all the men for her 
recoverie, which were capable to ſery him in that occaſion, all the news I could learn 
of the Prince was, that a while after the defeat of Zopirio, hee had ſecretly left the 
armie hee commanded, and had paſt over at Byzantium, without any other companie 
lave Arax2s, you two, anda man that had been brought to him during the fiege of 
Orchilackia. Not beeing able toget a moreample information, I returned che ſame 
way, and arrivednot at this Town till two daies after the King's death. Although 1 
toundthe Qneen as deeply buried in grief, as it was fit ſhee (hould bce for the grearnc(; 
of her loſs, yet would {hee hear the ſucce(s of my voiage, and her ſorrows were wn. 
S(ſf 2 mcente 
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mented by the account | gave herof it. From the time of her departure from Sula 
ſhee had receivedno new importunities frown Caſſander, but after the Kings death, hs 
did ber exceeding good offices, and becing one of the molt powertul among the Prin. 
ces, as well for the conlideration of his tacther Antipater, as for his own, hee declared 
himſelf loudly for her in all the afſemblies that were held for the eleftion of a ſuccel. 
for, made partics in favor of her, and embraced her intere(t with much affection , and 
withauch ſucceſs. The Queen whole ambicion never was the leaſt of her patliong, 
andaho naturally love's to reign, took his ſervices kindely, yet I do not beliey (hee 
h y deſign to requite them with a particular atte&ion, but that ſhee reccived them 
without any intention of engaging her (elt ro him by theſe obligations. The multi. 
tude of Caſſander's bnſineſſes have hindred him, as yer, trom beginning to pretend tg 
heragain, thoagh by reaſon of the King's death, and of the alteration of atfairs, hee 
hath ſom cauſ to hope for more ſucceſs then before ; but of ſom late daies, the Qu 
and many other perions with her have had ſuſpicions, which I may not yet diſcover, 
and which do not onely redouble the averſion ſhee had to him, but make her abhor,, 
and deteſt his very name; his qualicie, and the condition hee is in, oppoſe a clearer 
ſifting of the matcer, but though it bee difſembled, and not ſpoken of, there are ſom 
preſumptions againſt him, which begin to convince him of the blackeſt pertidiouſne(s, 
that ever was. Hee had don mee the honor ſomtimes to ſpeak to mee when hee cameto 
the Queens lodgings, yet not with ſo much tamiliaricie as that | ſhuuld expe theim. 
ploiment hee ha's given mee. Burt this morning as | was {landing at the Palace gate, 
one of his feryants came to ſeek mee trom him, and brought mee to his chamber; 
I will not repeat all the kinde words hee uſed to mee, nor the hopes hee gave mee of 
a greater fortane, in carneſt whereot hee forced mee tv take a dizmond ot good ya- 
lue,but in the endall his endearn ents, andall his liberalitics ended in praying mee to 
take the charge of delivering the letter you have ieen. I rctuſed ir as much as polibly| 
could, and repreſented to him the danger | was in of becing turned away by the 

ueen, and perchance more ſeverely puniſhed for that aftion ; but notwithtianding 
alll could allege to put off that emploiment, 1 could not get away without promifing 
that I would uſe my endeavors to fery him. Behold all I know couching his loves, 
wherein I have no deſign to entangle my ſelf for him; the difficultie hee foundin 
winning Hefiene , made him addreſs himſelf to mee, knowing that the Queen ha's 
ſom confidence in mee, but I love my ſelf roo well ro ſeck my ruine in this butineſs, 
and I ſhall finde ſom way or other to eal my felt of ir. 

The treacherous Arbates, made us this relation of Caſſander's loves, and after having 
ended his diſcourſ with new, unprofitable conjurations to obey the Queen, hee took 
his leav, and left us in quiet for thereſt of that day. Hee ſollicited us often from her 
after that with a great deal of mildneſs , but wee having Rill refilied wich the ſame 
conſtancie, ſhee grew ſo incenſed that ſhee commanded they ſhould pat put us in irons 
and offer us the rack, to force that from our mouths by violence of puniſhments, which 
fhee had not been able to skrue from us by other means ; Her cruel miniſters obeied 
her, and although the diſloial Arbates ſhewed a feigned compaſſion of us, wee were tor- 
mented with great ſeveritie, but wee had the ſame firmneſs of reſolution in tortures, 
and thoſethat perſecuted us, were almoſt in deſpair of ſucceſs by their perſecutions. 
After that cruel day wee had ſeven or eight of intermiſſion, but that time beeing ex- 
pired, they began to torment us again ; they uſedus as ſpies, aud as perſons that had 
ſom deſign againſt the Queens life, but mee eſpecially who had been ſurpriſed inthe 
manner as I have told you. It is certain alſo that in that accident there was occaſion 
enough to ſuſpe&mee, but | believed that that which would bee more hurtful to mee, 
was the having heard by the Queens difcourl, the crue] intention fhee had fince exe- 
cuted againſt the Princeſſes, and I thought with reaſon that beeing deſirous to conceal 
to all the world the ſhare ſhee had in their death , which ſhee cauſed to bee reported 
ina way very different from the truth, ſhee would infallibly diſpatch mee out of the 
world, if ſhee ſuſpeCted mee to bee a witneſs of her deſigns. I beliey indeed it was that 
which made her reſolv upon it, for yeſterday the Captain that had us in his cultodie, 
becing com into our chamber, took off our ircns, and telling us that hee wou!dfer 
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us at libertie, hee made us get up behind certain armed men , and brought us out 
of the Town; | know not tor what reaſon the Queen cauſed us not to bee put 
to death in Babylon , as ſhee might eakily have don, but whatſoever it was, they 
carried us a great while along the River fide, before wee could gueſs at any thing 
of our deſtinie; but at laſt wee came into a Vallie, not far trom hence, where 
thoſe cruel men having tied us to two Trees, after having in vain tormented us, 
to force a confeſlion of what wee had (o carefully concealed , they were going to 
execute their laſt reſolution , when the gods ſent us this valiant Queen, by 
the effets of her admirable courage, ſaved our lives and reſtored us our libertie, 
and our Prince who is dearer to us then both lite and liberrtie, 

Toxaris ended his narration thus, aAd the Princes, and the Amazone Queen who had 
hearkned to him with wonder, remained fad and pentive at the end of his recital. 
Prince Oroondates found much matter of thought in ict, and after having been a 
while filent, | know not (faid hee at Jait) by what crimes | can have moved the 
gods to ſtir up this woman to torment mee, her crue]tie ought to bee ſatisfied with 
the ills ſhee ha's alreadie made mee ſuffer , and when 1 thought | had been fecure from 
all her praftiſes, ſhee revives again to perſecute mee more then ever. It is probable 
(ſaid Lyſimachs ) ſhee will not ſtop at thele beginnings , and fince ſhee knows you are 
out of Scythia, and that by great likelihood ſhee may conjecture you are in this 
Countrie , ſhee will leav nothing unattempred to finde the certaintie, and to have 
you in her power. | ſhould think it convenient, if you were of the ſame opinion, 
that to keep your ſelf from beeing known to her, and to many other perſons who 
might bart you, your true name ſhould not bee declaced but among thoſe whom 
you ſhall judg worthy of your friendſhip, and that among others you ſhould bee made 
co paſs for Arſacomes, or tor ſom other ſtranger Prince whoſe name may abuſe thoſe 
that are eſs interefſed. All the companie approved Lyfimacbus his motion, and Oreon- 
dates himſelf having conſented to ir at the entreatie of the Princes,] do not think (added 
Lyfimachus) that in the condition Roxana now is, it is hard for her to diſcover you, and 
to do you a miſcief if you continue longer here, where I do not believ you are in 
lafetie, being in a place without defence, and ſo near to Babylon; and if your health 
would permit, I ſhould think it good to remove you into one of thoſe Towns 
Which are at our devotion, or into the bodie of our 7 pur It would bee verie dange- 
rous ({aid Ptolomeus) to carrie the Prince far in his preſent eſtate; I know a more 
ealie expedient for his ſafetie, and one that is almoſt neceflarie for us; wee muſt draw 
our forces hither, and encamp our Armie about this houſ, by that means wee ſhall 
guard him till hee bee cured, and bring our men from a place where they have hardly 
any thing left to ſubliſt on. You know that where they are, vittual or forrage be- 
gin to fail them, and that on this ſide all things are in a betcer condicion; ſom of 
the neighboring Towns are at our diſpoſing, and the open Countri ewill make no 
reliſtance againſt us ; the ſituation ot the place is fair and advantageous for us; the 
nearneſs of the river is commodious for our Camp, and fince wee yet are Maſters of 
the field, wee ought ro make uſe of our time to take all theſe advantages. Our Armie 
1s not ſo far from hence, nor the daies (o ſhort, but that ſending order thither co day, 
our Cavallerie and part of our Infantrie may bee here ro morrow. Eumenes and Ly- 
fimacbus preſently confirmed Ptolomeus his advice, and onely Oroordates- oppoſed the 
care they took of him, but when hee ſaw that it was advantageous for thea1 however, 
and that that order was almoſt neceſſarie, hee conſented ro their opinion, and ap- 
proved the choice they had made of thar pl:ce for the encamping of their Armie. Ic 
was thereupon reſolved that Eumenes ſhould inſtantly go away to the Camp co fetch 
the forces, and ſuch proviſions as conld bee gotten, and that Prolomeus, whoſe credit 
was great, and whole virtue was much confidered in that Connerie ſhould rake horl 
tended by Araxes , Cleantes, and ſom of his own followers to ſpend the reſt of 
that day, and part of the next viſiting ſom neighbouring places from whence they 
hoped for ſublittence. This reſolution was no ſooner ſettled, but it was put in exe- 
cution, and the two Princes raking a ſhort leay of thoſe they left, at the ſan time 
went two different waics, and only Ly/imechus, the fair Amazon? , and ſom ſervants re- 
SOT 3 mained 
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mained till with Orondates. Then ic was that hee begun his endearments again to Lyſi- 
macbus with more libertie then betore,8& then thele two generous triends gave one ano- 
ther a mutual account of their particular adventures, and of their molt ſecret thoughts, 
They both asked Toxaris and Loncates manie queitions , but they could cell chenz no+ 
thing of their Princeſs , and proteſted to them, that till their coming thither 
never heard of their being alive, that in Babylon everie bodie believed them dead, and 
that their loſs had ſo ſtirred up the people, that nothing but their fear of the forces of 
Roxatlay Perdiccas, and their aſſociates kept them in obedience ; that Roxana declared her 
ſelf innocent of theirdeath, and diſavowed all that Tyrews had reported before hee 
died. Lyſimachus having asked Loncates concerning the order that was obſerved in the 
Towns hee told him their guards were verie ſtr , and that the wounds Perdiccas had 
lately received, hindred not Caſſander, Seleucus, Alcetas and the reit trom keeping all 
things in a good condition, nor from drawing forces together on all ſides; this was 
all the two Princes could learn from thoſe two men, whoſe impriſonment had de- 
prived them of a more particular knowledg of things. Part of the day was ſpentin 
this converſation, and the remainder of it was given to the wounded Prince his re» 
ſe, but ſcarce was hee awake the next morning, when hee ſaw Lyſimachus cominto 
is Chamber with a certain berb in his hand, and with an extraordinarie joy in his 
countenance. GOroondates after hee had received, and returned the pood morrow, 
ask'd him the cauſ of it, and Lyſimachus (itting down by his bed- ſide, 1 believ (aid = 
that I bring you a ſpeedie cure, and it | am not the moſt deceiv'd in the world, 
ſhall ſee you in perfe@ health within this week, and to make you give credit to my 
words, Know that in our voiage to the Indies, Piolomeus our dear friend having been 
dangerouſly wonnded in a fight wee had againit the Barbarians, Alexander who loved, 
and conſidered him verie much, was ſo «extremely grievedat it,that hee could receiv no 
conſolation ; hee cauſed him to bee put in his own bed, and lying there with him, 
ſaw his wound dreſſed with ſtrange diſquiets. The Chirurgians were in deſpair of 
his life, when the gods to whom it was dear, {1 nt the King a miraculous dreamin fa 
vor of that Prince, for hee was no ſooner aſleep, but dreamed that hee ſaw a Dragon 
holding an herb in his month, which was to ſerv for Ptolomers his cure. When the 
King awaked hee told his dream to thoſe that were preſent, and deſcribed the form of 
that berb, whereof hee had preſerved the remembrance, and ſom of the inhabitants 
of that place having aſſured him, that there grew ſuch a one in that Countrie, hee 
caaſed it to bee ſought for everic where, and thoſe that were ſent about ic, imploied 
their time ſo ſucceſsfully, that they brought him that wonderful herb he had (een in 
his dream; it was preſently applied to Ptolomens his wound, and by an unheard of 
prodigie the pain was inſtantly afſwaged , and the wound quite healed up within 
three daies. The mervellous-eff.& of this herb, made us all obſery it carefully that 
wee might bee able to know it again, to make uſe of it in the like occaſions, but | never | 
found any of it in this Countrie till this morning, when as I was walking the wood, 
thought I aw ſomthing verie like it growing by rhe ſide of the brook,l gathered it with 
an exceſs of contentment, and I am the moſt deceived of all men living if it bee not 
the very ſame which produces thoſe miraculous effefts. Amintas came intothe Chart» 
ber as they were talking, and Lyſimachus having ſhewed it him, hee cried oat joyfully, 
confirmed his Maſter in that opinion ; Hee ſtraightway took the herb, and having 
prepared it, hee applied it to Oroondates his wounds. That new remedie quick] 
drew ſleep upon his cie-lids , and Lyſimacbus retiring went to tell the Queen of his 
happie encounter, and of the hope hee had conceived, Thalefiris was cxtremely joied 
at jt, and coming into the Princes Chamber ſom hours after , hee told them at his 
awaking that hee felt bimſelf ſtrangely eaſed, and that hee hoped his remedie would bee 
as ſucceſsful as hee had promiſed. Ptolomeus came in within a little after, and having 
proven heard that well-com news, ' hee by his teſtimonie redoubled the Princes 
opes. Oroondates his fear of becing kept in bed by his wounds while others were 
fighting, made him ſenſible of this good fortune, and 'twas that rather then any love 
of his life that made him with joy expeCt his cure, without which hee could not ſecond 
hit generous friends in his own quarrel. The 
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The Sun was beginning to decline , when Lyſimachus Tooking out at Thaleſtriſes 
Chamber window, obſerved a duſt which roſe from under the feet of the Cavalerie 
which Eumenes brought, within awhile after they diſcerned the Troops, and ſaw 
Ewmenes himſelf arrive accompanied with ſom Commanders of the Armie. Thalce- 
tris, Lyſimacbus and Ptolomeus went out of the houſ to meet him, and having received 
him according to the triend(hip that was among them, they went forward towards 
certain Chariots that came after him , wherein were the two Princeſſes Apamia and 
Arſinot the daughters of Artabaſus, and Wives of Ptolomeus and Eumenes , with man 
other Ladies whoſe husbands were in the Armie. Thaleſtris who was inſtruted in the 
qualitie of thoſe Princeſſes welcomed them with much kindneſs and civilitie, and 
Cleone who was com cut with her, no ſooner ſaw them, but ſhee ran to them with 
open arms, and receiving them with an exceſs of joy, by her encounter gave them a 
mervellous conſolation. They had heard by Eumenes that the two Princeſſes were 
alive, to whom they had a verie near relation, and to whom they had ever been moſt 
dear, and their pgladnefs at that news was ealily to bee obſervedin their faces. While the 
Princes gave order for the encamping of the Armie which began to arrive , the 
Princeſſes under the condutt of Thaleſtris went into the houf, and fo up into Orogn- 
dates his Chamber ; The Prince who was advertiſed of their coming , and who con- 
ſidered them extremely both for the ſake of Barſina their fiſter, and for that of their 
illuſtrious husbands, gave then a reception full of reſpe&t, and by all manner of 
waics teſtified how great a ſenſ hee had of the honor they did him. Afﬀeer the 
firſt complements , their diſcourf was of Barſina, whoſe goodneſs the Prince com- 
mended in terms which made her ſiſters ſee hee was nor ingrateful for the good of- 
fices hee had received from her; They told the Prince who asked where ſhee was , 
that ſhee had been detained at Szſa by ſom ſmall indifpoſition, and by the noif of 
thoſe cruel revolutions that had happened at Babylon; that ſhee had lately ſent 
them word ſhee would ere-long ſet forward on her journie toward them, where 
by reaſon of the autoritie of their husbands ſhee believed her retreat would bee 
more alſured. They were in this converſation with Oroondates , when the other 
Princes after having diſpoſed the Camp, and taken ſuch order in all things as 
was necefſarie, came into the Chamber, and mingled altogether in a verie plea- 
fing entertainment. It was reſolved by Orobndates his advice, that as ſoon as hee 
was recovered, and the other Ladies arrived who were to com with their husbands 
to the general rendezvous, the men ſhould leav Polemon's houf to the Ladies, and 
retire to lie in far commodious Tents, which the Princes had cauſed to bee brought 
Jong with the Armie, fince the houf could not bee bigg enough for ſo great 
a companie , and that the Princes had a great deal of convenient room in their 
Tents, When they had _ part of the night in theſe diſcourſes, the com- 
panie withdrew to their ſeveral Chambers, where they were accommodated 
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{ = WY x7 32 Olemon's houſ was ſeated at the foot of a little hill, about 
A fiveor fix hundred paces from the Eupbrates; on that fide 
ya toward the River it was ſheltred with a high Wood, which 
reached from the Garden walls almoſt to the Bank of it; on 
that toward the hill there were many Vine-yards,and on the 
other two an open plain of a vaſt and ſpacious breadth; on 
the fide towards Babylon it ſpread it felt to the verie Gates, 
and on the other as far as the Temple of Apollo. It was in 
that, the Princes cauſed their Armie to encamp,covering them « 
ſelvs on the ſide toward their Enemies with the Wood, and with the Hill. By break 
of day all their Tenrs were ſet up, and part of the field was poſleſt with Souldiers 
who made an end of hutcing themſelvs reaſonable commodioully ; yet were they 
ſhut up within certain limits , and the greateſt part of it was reſerved for the forces 
that were (till to com up, whoſe number alſo was like to bee much greater then that 

which was alreadie quartered. 
| Orvondates having reſted verie well all night, at his wakening found himſelf viſibly 
amended ; and as a prodigie admired the wonderful etfe& of Ptolomen's his herb; - 
the Princes no ſooner heard it, but they went into his Chamber co congratulate 
the beginning of his recovery. After ſom diſcourſes they had upon that ſubje&, they 
fell to deliberate of their affairs, and cauling thoſe to withdraw who were not of the 
Council, Ptolomeus asked the Prince of Scythia's advice touching the beginning of that 
ar. Oroondates received that reſpett verie civilly, and for a long time deſired ro bee 
excuſed if hee told not his opinion before ſo manie experienced Commanders ; but 
beeing willing to gain time for his cure, and to retard the progreſs of thoſe things 
which might bee don without him, when hee was forced by the entreatie of the reſt to 
{peak his minde, hee declared that hee thought ir not fit to make any attempt before 
their Allies were com up, thinking them yet too weak to undertake any thing againſt 
ſo many Princes as were of their enemies partie; but to this propoſition Ptolomeus 
anſwered, that it was true they were weak, but they were ſure their Enemies were 
not ſtronger in the field then they, and thar the ſupplies they expefted could nos 
arive betore theits. Oroondates ſeeing himſelf ſtopp'd by that replic. However (aid 
Tetr hee) 
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hee ) you ought to make known the reaſons you have to begin this war apaing 
men who heretofore were your friends, as well to Keep the reputation you have 
gotten, as to intere(s all the world in the juſtice of your quarrel ; it I bee not miſtaken 
*tis the ordinarie courſ; and manie perſons who would caſt themſelys into your ene. 
mies partie if you made an unjuſt war , will without doubt embrace yours when 
they ſhall know the equicie of your cauſ. Since it is onely for the libertie of the 
Princeſſes you take up arms, you ſhould firſt ſend to demand them of your ene. 
mies, and if they refuſe to deliver them, you may then denounce war againk 
them ; thus you will ſhun the reproach they might caſt upon you, of having ſurpri. 
ſed them under the ſhadow of your ancient triendſ{hip,and by this declaration you ſjall 
make,they can learn nothing ot your deſigns which is not known to them alreadie, and 
for which they are not alreadie prepared. After this caution which free's us from 
blame both betore the gods and men, wee ſhall march to the battel with more con- 
fidence and more approbation; and if the gods bleſs our enterpriſe with a happie 
ſucceſs, Lyſimachbus and 1 by your aſſiſtance ſhall recover our Princefles, and fo man 
gallant men who fo charitably engage themſelvs in our forcune, ſhall by their Armies 
enlarge their Dominions, and obeain the Territories of thoſt wee conquer. The 
gods know with how mnch troable | ſhall remain almwu/lt uſeleſs amongſt you, hee. 
ing unable to augment your numbers with more then a fingle man, who perhaps 
will bee one cf the mott incontiderable of your partie , but you will bee pleaſed 
to pardon my want of power, in regard of the d@ance of my Countrie, and of 
my inabilitie to do any thing there, by reaſon of the ſevere humor of the King 
my Father. Lyſimacbus interrupted the Prince at theſe words, Wee hope for more 
ha (faid hee) from your lingle perſon then from a potent Armie, nor ſhall 
wee ever doubt of the viftorie ſo long as wee ſhall fight near you. Theſe words were 
accompanied with manie others which the Princes uttred in praif of Oroindates, and 
they preſently approved the counſel] hee had piven , of ſending to demand the Prin- 
teſfſes. To that end having thought upon it awhile, they made choice of (leans 
and Lycaftes the Squiers of Lyfimachus and Ptolomens , whom they judged proper for 
thatCommiſſion, as beeing known for two men of courage, wiſdom, and condutt; 
they were inſtantly called, and when they were fully inftrufted what they ſhould do, 
they took horſ her , and went to Babylon. Within a little after eApania, 
Avrfiome, Cleone, and the other Ladies came into the Chamber , and finding Oreindates 
ſo well that hee might endure companie without inconvenience, they fate down by his 
bed, and began a pleaſing converſation. Thaleſtris who knew that Cappadocia where- 
of her Kingdom made a part, was now the lot of Fimenes, and who had need of his 
ſupport and friend(hip for the conſervation of her Eſtate, Jaid hold of that oppor- 
tunitie to make her ſelf ſure of both, and fitting down by him, after that by a 
look full of ſweetneſs ſhee had prepared him for the alliance ſhee defired with him, 
Sir, (ſaid ſhee) wee have hitherto preſerved our little Dominion either by arms or 
gentler means, and all thoſe that have been Maſters of Cappadocia , have by one cf 
thoſe waies ſuffered us to live within our limits; I know that the Province where 
my Predecefſors and | have raigned , make's a part of what is now at your dif 
poſing, but Darius and Alexander who had the ſame right , have let us enjoy them 
peaceably, although our forces were too weak to defend them againſt ſuch potent 
Monarchs, and you are worthily their Succeffor , not to have the ſame civilicie 
towards women who will eſteem you as they onght to do, and whoſe neighbour-hood 
ſhall never give you any juſt cauſ of complaint againſt them. Eumenes who was ex- 
c:eding, generous and civil received the Queens difcourſ very reſpe&tully , and an- 
ſaered her, with that grace which accompanied all his words and aftions. I would 
it pleaſed the gods, Madam, that I could as eafily imitate Alexander the Great in the 
reſt of his ations, as while | live I will ſurpaſs him in the conhderation hee had of 
you; the honor of your n<ighbor-hood make's mee prefer my part before any of all 
the reſt of Al:xander's Succeſſors, and if 1 could merit that of your alliance, would 
imploy the credit of this companie to help mee to obtain it. The Queen replie d to 
this complement with a great deal of ſubmiſſion, and having treated an alliance on 
| wr 
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him upon the ſudden, ſhee offered to encrea{ the Armie of the Princes with ſom 
Troops ſhee would cauſ to bee raiſed in her Territories, to which Ewnenes ſhould give 
,and let chem march with thoſe hee exſpeted out of Cappadocia 3 for that purpoſe 
praied him to lend her a ſervant of his to accompanie one of her women whom 
(hee meant to ſend into Themiſcira, with order and Commilſions to Menalippa to leavie 
ten thouſand Amazones , and march the ſame way with his forces. The Princeſs who 
could not undervalue ſuch a ſupply gave verie great thanks to Thaleſtris , and that 
fair Queen not beeing willing to the effet of that reſolution, went preſently 
into her Chamber to write her Letters, and get her diſpatch in ſuch a readineſs, that 
her meſſenger might depart the next day after,part of that having been ſpent in theſe im- 
iments, the nightbegan alreadie to draw near when Cleantes and Licaſtes returned 
Babylon; As ſoon as Lyſimacbus ſaw them come in , How now friends, (ſaid 
hee) what do yo bring us? War Sir, (anſwered Lycaſtes) and 'cis for war you muſt 
e your ſelvs. ce receiv war then (replied Ptolomeus) and 'tis war for which 
wee are alreadie prepared. Art theſe words the Princes roſe up, and having cn- 
cotmpaſſed the two Squires , they delired to know the circumſtances of their 
negotiation, and to give them an account of it , Cleantes began on this 
manner. 

By your command , my Lord; wee went to Babylon, where wee arrived without 
any encounter 3 wee found at out-guard on this {ide the gate, the ſouldiers whereof 
having preſently ſtopt us, wee &elired him that commanded them , to cauſ us to bee 
brought unto Roxana and Perdiccas, to whom wee were deputed by the confederate 
Princes. The Captain who knew the Law of Nations, having given us a guard un- 
to the gate, wee there met Penceffas to whom wee declared the fame, you could not 
com more fitly (ſaid hee) to do your Embaſlie, the Queen is now at Perdiccas his 
Lodging, where the Counſel is held to day by reaſon that his wounds will not ſuffer 
him to go the Palace. At theſe words hee made us paſs between two long files of 
Souldiers which ſtood on both fides of the ſtreet, and led us himſelf to Perdiccas his 
Lodging, where wee found a guard little different from that which was wont to bee 
about Alexander. Wee went up the ſtairs,$ entred into Perdiccas his Chamber,where the 
Council was alreadie afſembed, Penceſtas beeing gon in before , and having given 
notice of our buſineſs, all the Princes roſe up, and coming cloſe about us to hear what 
wee would ſay,put us into the midi of a halt circle which they made about Perdiccas his 
bed.at the head whereofRoxana was fitting. The companie confiſted of Seleucus, Caſſander 
Leonatys, Alcetas,Pencefias, Neoptolemus, and ſom others whom I could not well diſcern. * 
After having ſhewed our Letters ſealed with your ſeals, and declared the power wee 
had to weak to them from you, Lycaſtes addreſſing himſelf unto Roxana began thus. 
The Princes Lyfimachus, Ptolomeus, Eumenes, and their Aſſociates, armed for the ſame 
quarrel (wee made no mention of the Prince of Scytbia becauſ you had forbidden = 
proteſt that their keeping thoſe forces on foot which they commanded during the life 
of the late King,and their calling the aſſiſtance of their friends, ha's neither been out of 
any particular enmitie , nor out of aty delign to invade the Territories of thoſe who 
were heretofore their Companions, but to render what they ow unto the memorie of 
Alexander, and to ſettle Queen Statira his wife in her due Autoritie , reſtoring her to 
libertie, and the Princeſs on her Siſter, whom you have cruelly and unworthi- 
Iy uſed, and whom you keep Captives contrarie to all juſtice; ic is to demand them 
at 7 hands that they have ſent us to you, and to promiſe you , that as ſoon as you 
hall free and ſatisfie them, they will draw their forces ont of theſe patts and retire into 
thoſe Provinces which belong unto themſelvs, After that Lycaſtes had ſpoken on this 
manner, wee were carried into another room to give them tine to deliberate what an- 
ſwer they ſhould make. Wee ftaid there above an hour and then wee were called in 
again to the ſame place, where Roxana ſpeaking by the conſent of all the Princes. Wee 
have heard ("ſaid thee) the propoſition of your Maſters, which wee account as ſtrange; 
ad wee well know that it proceeds not from the motive you have alleged ; the Prin- 
celſes whom you demand neither are nor ever were in our power, and wee cannot take 
their raiſing of Arms for other then a manifeſt rebellion, againſt thoſe to whom they 
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yet ow obedience, and for a remainder Meleagers ſedition 3 yet are wee readie to pardon 
them this faulc if they preſently depart out of our Territories, without putting us to 
che trouble of driving them out by open force. Theſe words of Roxana's were 

by murmur of the whole aſſembly, which exprefſed how much they approved that ag. 
ſewer, Lycaftes having asked Roxana if ſhee had nothing moreto ſay to him,and receiving 
onely a commandto retire; Since you will give no other ſatisfation (faid hee) tg 
the Princes that have fent us, I denounce war againſt you on their behalf. Hee 
ſdoner had ateered theſe words, bue all that were preſent, caſt forth a loud cry, au 
by clapping their hands teſtified that the word W AR. was not capable to terrifie them 
who been bred up in it, and Perdiccas putting one arm out of bed, and firi 

his thigh with ah angric ation, Wee accept the war with joy (replied hee) from 
thera whom wee defirenot for friends, and wee will make it with them on ſuch aa, 
(hion, that wiehout doubt they ſhall bee wearie of it firſt. At theſe words calling for 
a javeline, hee broke ic in our prefence, and caſt the pieces of it at our feet; and Se- 
leucus and Neoptolemus drawing near unto Lycaſtes, Tell Ptolomens (f{aid Selexcus ) tha; 
wee ſhall now have a fair Field to decide our ancient quarrel. And tell Eumene 
(added Neoptolemaus) that wee will quickly make appear the difference there is between 
a man of counſel like him, and a man of aftion like mee. 1 well perceived that all the 
companie to whom Ewmenes his valor was ſufficiently known, did but ſmile at N 
lemus his Rodomontado, and wee were readie to have made him a reply, but preſently, 
after Roxana commanded us to retire, and Alcetes following mee to the itair head 
whiſpered mee in theear and ſaid ſo low that no bodie could over-hear him ; Cleans, 
E did not threaten in publick, but you may tell Lyſimachus in particular, that at our 
firſt encounter, wee'l change a blow or two for Pariſatis. Hee itaid not for an anſwer, 
and our guard leadingus inſtantly from the hon, accompanied us out of the Town, 
where wee were not ſuffered to makeany ſtay, yet as wee paſſed by wee ſaw all manner 
of preparations for the war. 

Cleantes gave this account of the buſineſs they had been imploied in, and Orcandges 
looking upon the faces of his three friends'at the end of this diſcourſ, ſaw themall 
kindled with a juſt indignation ; Ptolomeus who knew Seleucas bis virtue, and eftermed 
him extremely though hee had been his enemie, {received his challenge very modeſtly, 
but Eumenes whoſe hatred to Neoptolemuy was of another nature, could not diflemble his 
choler nor keep himſelf wichin the terms of his ordinarie moderation, Wee' ſee 


- (faid hee) whether that valiant man of ation can make this Counſellor flic in the 


open field as hee braves aud injures him within doors. And Lyfimachus whoſe jealous 

fie was revived by Alcetas his and who died with griefto know his Miktrels 

was in the hands of that indiſcreet rival ; And 1 (cried hee) ſwear by all the gods, 

that Alcetes ſhall have the ſatisfaftion hee defires, and that the death of one ofus 

ſhall affure other of the poſſeſſion of Pariſatis: To this talk of theirs Oroondates added, 

Perdiccas and I arenot in a condition to threaten one another, and 1 am ſo deſtinedto 

do him good offices, that '| can hardly hope hee ſhould ever receiv any ill ones from 

mee. The Princes had ſom other diſcourſ, the concluſion whereot was that now 

they ought to ſtand upon their guard fince the war was declared, and that they muſt 

content themſelys with making little excurſions till their Allies came up, and not 
undertake any a&ion of importance, before all their forces were united. The next 
day was imploied in fortifying the Camp, and in drawing a line on that (ide toward 
the Town, from the hill unto the River; Lyfimachus took that care upon him, 
while Ewnenes with certain Officers, and five hundred horſ went to the neighboring 
Boroughs and Villages to make them in a gentle way contribute to the maintenance 
of the Armie; yet would they not uſe their power tyrannically, and though thoſe 
towns belonged unto their enemies, not being willing to oppreſs a people that were 
Innocent of their diſpleafares, they liberally gave che monie had to pay for 
wa hee they took, and by this order, or by the terror of their Armies, they 
t all the places on this fide the Euphrates under their ſubjeCtion, and thoſe that 

were on the other remained fill in the power of their Enemies. They bad 8 part 
culer care to hinder good old Polemon from receiving any damage in his — = 
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fend of burthening him with any charge, they, to recompence the inconveniencie hee 
ſaffred, made him preſents of futhcient value to ſatishe the ambition of a man more in 
lovewith riches then hee was. In the mean time Oroondates recovered viſibly, and Pto- 
loneus having taken care himſelf toſcek fom of his herb for him ( far it hadretained 
his name in the Court of Alexander ) had luckily found a good-quantitie of it; hee 
was by his bed ſide with the Amazone Queen, the two daughters 'of Artabeſur, and 
Araxes, when certain T roopers having obtained permiſſion , he a man of rea- 
ſonable faſhion into the chamber, whom they had ſeen walking above their 
Camp, and whom they had taken for a ſpie, after they had learn'd from his mouth 
that hee came from Babylon,and that hec was of the enemies partie, Ptolomeus axked him 
y who hee was, and what hee came to look for ſo near their Camp?l look( faid hee 
pn mkich wee loft upon the bank of this river,and | am the Squire of the yaliant 
man in the world. Thbaleſtris having praied him to explain himfſelt a liccle farther , you 
maſtnot know what I look for (replied hee)fince by a ſovereign power | am forbi 
totell you,and that I can proteſt to you that you have no intereſt in it;but if you would 
know my Maſter's name,it is too glorious to bee concealed from you,and | will confeGl 
have the honor to belong to the great Arſaces. At the name of Arſaces, Oroondutes thraſt 
of his bodie out of bed, and defiring to learn news of him to whom his countrie 
was ſo much obliged, and of whom hee had heard ſo many wonders; My friend(faid hee 
to the Squire ) is it poſſible that the valiant Arſates ſhould bee in the partie of our ene- 
mies ? Hee is ſo without doubt ( anſwered the Squire ) but hee is there in a condition 
which ſuffer's them not to draw much aſſiſtance trom his valor , and which free's you 
fromthe dammage you might receiv by it. Tell us 1 pray you, ( replied Oroondates 
in what condition hee is, and fearnothing fromus, who will give you all maniner of 
gooduſage. My poor Maſter ( ſaid the Squire ) is kept in bed at Seleucus his lodging, 
by five or ſix great wounds, whereof the Phylitians, and Chirurgians do yer fear the 
event; hee received them a few daies fince upon the bank of this river, in a fingle 
combate, which hee fought againſta ſtranger, whoſe valor was little different from 
his, their advantage was equal, and thoſe two valiantenemies falling from their horſes 
atthe ſame time, my poor Maſter having loſt his ſenſes, and underſtanding with his. 
bload/had alſo loſt his life in my arms , if 1had not bethought my ſelf to ſeck for 
help, and if by the goodneſs of the gods, my cries had not been heard by a companie 
of horſmen who paſſed near mee, and as wee have known fince were Seleucus and 
Caſſander, with their followers, ſom of them out of pitie cauſed my Maſter to bee 
carried away from thence at my earneſt entreatie, and afterward to bee brought to 
Babylon, where having learned his name, and that teputation which fpread's it ſelf 
over all the earth, they cauſed him to bee ſo carefully looked too, that out of grati- 
tude hee ha's engaged himſdlt in their partie, and is ſorrie for his want of health one- 
ly, becauſ it hinder's him from requiting part of their good offices in thoſe occaſi- 
ons which are like ſhortly to preſent themſelvs. While the Squire ſpoke on this man- 
ner, Oroondates muſed deeply npon his diſcourſ, and judging by ſo many probabili- 
ties, that hee with whom hee had fought was certainly Arſaces , hee felc 2 chilneſs 
which ran through all his bodie, and cauſed extraordinarie alterations in him. Pto- 
lomexs, and Thaleſtris perceived it, but the Prince beeing defirous perfe&ly to clearhis 
doubt, Tell mee ( purſued hee with atone ſomthing different from his tormer voice) 
what day this combate was, what arms thy Maſter wore, and if hee had not fought with 
Perdiccas before his meeting witch that ſtranger ? This is the eighth day ( anſwered the 
Squire ) fince that fatal encounter, my Matter's arms were rufſet , and before that laft 
combate hee had fought two others, in the firft whereof hee left Perdiccas on the 
round, and in the ſecond hee beat half a ſcore horſmen ; but thongh hee won che 
onor, and the field, hee loſt a perſon whom hee had taken from Perdiccas, and whoſe 
loſs hee was as ſenſible of as hee could bee of that of his own life. Oroondates needed 
no more, to perfe& his aſſurance that it was in the perſon of Arſaces hee had found 
the rival, who had ſo unjuſtly robb'd him of his Princefſes affeftions, and who had 
foraliancly diſputed them with him; this knowledg grieved him very much, and re- 
membring what that man had don in favor of his friends , hee was afflited that the 
Tetr 3 gods 
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gods had not raiſed him up another enemie, againſt whom hee might withour 
ticude let looſ all his reſentments. His ſadneſs appeared in his councenance, = 
thoughts were known to Ptolomews, and to the fair Amazone; hee continued a 
while in this perplexitie, which diſcovered ic ſelf by his filence, and by the motions 
of his cies. Hee contidered as much as a7 yg hee could, how much his countriew 
indebted to Arſaces his ſervices, and called to minde that friend(hip hee had conceived 
himſelf, at the recital of Lyſimachus, and of all thoſe hee had hear ſpeak of him, -and * 
that refleftion was ſtrong enough, to griev him very ſenfibly ; but it was too weak 
to reſiſt the impetuouſnelſs of his jealoutie, and at the firſt afſanlt it madeupoy 
all theſe powerful remembrances vaniſhed out of his minde. What! (cried hee furiouſ. 
ly ) is it Arſaces then who ſteal's from mee the heart of my ingrateful Princeſs? and 
havethe gods decreed, that hee, who was ſo officious to my countrie , ſhould bee cre! 
to mee alone, and ſhould now bee the unjuſt raviſher of a happineſs I had ſola 
acquired, and ſo dearly bought? Ah ! hee ſhall die, that injurious ſupplanter, who 
ha's robb'd mee of a prize which was due to none but mee; hee ſhall die, that Arl, 
that pitileſs enemie, for whom | had more gentle, and more grateful thoughts, and 
fince hee tear's away my life with ſo much injuſtice and inhumanitie, let him know 
that our enemies walls are not able to defend him againſt a rival whom hee has 
pitated into deſpair. Oroondates brought forth theſe word with ſuch a tranfj 
ation, that they ſurpriſed the whole companie, and Arſaces his Squire was ſo aſtoniſh." 
ed at them, that hee durſt not open his mouth in the defence of his Maſter, Hee after« 
wards rowld over a thouſand violent thoughts in his imagination, and when they had 
kept him filent a reafonable while. Friend ! ( continued hee, addreſſing himſelf to the 
Squire }) thou maieſt tell Arſaces that thou haſt ſeen his enemie, who reduced himins, ' 
to the condition thou lefteſt him in, and who received theſe wounds which keephim 
now in bed, from no bodie but him ; that I praiſ the gods for having inſpired him 
with the deſign of putting himſelf into the partie of our enemles, and that towhat 
part of the world ſoever hee retire's, ] will infallibly either bring him death, or receiy 
it from his hands ; let him know that our lives are incompatible, thas our combats 
ſhall bee eternal, and that our war ſhall never have an end, till either hee die toſatis- 
fie my juſt revenge, or that [ fall zo ſecure his conqueſt. Bid him recover his health; and 
his ſtrength, to make an end with mee ; and tell him that though | am his mortal, ir- 
reconcileable enemie, I will contribute to his cure, that I may the ſooner ſee him 
in a condition to give mee ſatisfation ; andindeed it is not reaſonable 1 ſhouldmake 
uſe of that advantage which chance, and the care of my friends have given mee, fince 
our wounds were equal, it is juſtour remedies ſhould bee equal too, nor ſhouldan 
herb put any difference between the eſtates of two men, in whom valor left none at 
all at the ifſue of our combate. Take that herb thou ſeeſt upon the table, cauſ itto 
bee applied untd his wounds, and bee moſt certain that thou ſhalt quickly ſee him as 
well as Iam; if thoudiſtruſt the preſent of an enemie, thou needeſt but look upon 
my wounds, where thou ſhaltſce ſom of the ſame, and perchance it will bee known 
by ſom about him, who are not ignorant of the effeCt it wrought heretofore upon Pte- 
lomexs; but tell him that I neither pretend to any acknowledgment from him, nor 
do him this courtefie with any intention to bee reconciled to him, but with a firmde- 
fign ſhortly to begin the fight again, which our wounds have interrupted. Oroindates 
_ hee had ended theſe words , commanded Araxes to give the Squire part of the 
herb that had been gathered for him, 'and praied Ptolomexs to cauſ him to bee condu- 
Reed fafely out of their quarters. All the companie wondring at this aRion, could 
not ſufficiently admire the greatneſs of his courage, and generous Ptolomews himlelf,- 
who was raviſhed at it as well as the reſt, could not forbear crying out. O Gods! 
for whom do you reſervthe Empire of the world if you give it not unto this Prince, 
who by ſo many admirable ations teſtifie's to men, that hee hold's more of your na- 
ture then of theirs. After this exclamation, hee confirm'd the Squire in the know- 
ledg the Prince had given him of the virtue of his herb, and the Squire who would 
ſhew ſomthing of generoſitieas well as they, receivedit upon their word, without de- 
manding further proof, and thanking Oroondates with much ſubmiſſion hee es 
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of the chamber, and took his way toward Babylon with the convoy Ptolomens- had ap- 

inted him. But Araxes who knew his Maſters intention, would not leav him, for 
fear hee ſhould learn Oroondates his name of ſom of thoſe that convoied him, and tgok 
{o good order amongſt them, that though hee often enquired, hee could not poflibly 
inform himſelf. Within a while after Lyſimacbus coming into Orggndates his chamber, 
and having heard the recital of what had paſſed, expreſſed a great deal of trouble, that 
Arſaces with whom hee had made a friendſhip, and of whom hee had a marvellous 
etteem,was in the enemies partie, and was himſelf Oroondates his particular enemie; but 
in the end the intereſts of that Prince, and his own together , ſtifled part of his grief, 
and diſpoſed him to bear that advantage of his enemies with patience. Aiter that 
day the Princes made ſom little excurſions toward Babylon, and began the war with 
ſom flight encounters, but becauf the enemie kept cloſe , waiting tor the ſuccors of 
their Alies, and that the parties which were fent forth had order to hazard nothing; 
there happened no memorable encounter. 

It would bee tedious, and ſuperfluous, punttually to relate all the diſcourſes, and all 
the aftions of leſs importance which pafled during the time that Oroondates his wounds 
detained him in his bed, and before the arrival of thoſe forces the Princes expefted; it 
will ſuffice to know that his cure went on with a prodigious ſucceſs, and thart his 
health returned ſo ſuddenly, that within a week after his'encounter wich Arſaces his 
Squire, hee was well enough to leay his bed, as hee did with the Chirurgians permiffi- 
on. Som three or four daies after that, the Princes ſecing that of their general Ren- 
dezvous draw near, and having had notice that their allies advanced with great marches 
towards the Town appointed, Lyſimachus, and Ewmenes went from Polemon's houf with 
athouſand horſto meet them,and bring them to the place where they were alreadie en- 
camp*d. Oroindates who ſaw them go away, and who felt the return of his forces, be- 
gan to take up his former fiercene(s, and as a young lion waken's his anger with his 
tail, hee animated his courage by the remembrance of his loſſes, and excited himſelf 
with motions of joy, unto the war hee ſaw already kindled. Yet did not that obje& 
{mother the remembrance of his love, but as often as hee was alone with Cleone, hee 
renewed the diſcourſ” of it with a vehemence able to ruine a health not well confirmed. 
[knkeo cure him of thoſe violent thoughts, juſtified her Miſtreſs as well as poſſibly ſhee 
could again't his accuſations, proteſted to him with a thouſand oaths , that ſhee did 
not ſo much as know Arſaces , and that ſhee had waited conſtantly enough upon the 
Queen her Miſtreſs to ſwear for her, that ſhee had never been in bis companie bur 
fom few moments, and 'twas very unlikely, chat great and virtuous Queen, who in the 
fadeſtate of her fortune, and even whenſhee thought her (elf forſaken by him, had 
ſo long reliſted the ſuit of Alexander, ſhould ſo ſuddenly, and fo lightly caſt her affe- 
Qions upon that ſtranger. Oroondates ſaw a great deal of probabilitie in what ſhee 
ſaid, and but little ground for his faſpicions, when hee remembred the teſtimonie 
hee had received with his own eies, and the conformitie thereof with the report of 
Perdiccas, with that of Cleone her ſelf, and with that of Arſaces his Squire, hee was 
conſtrained to fall again into that cruel belief,which ſtruck him into deſpair,and depri- 
ved his reaſon of all the power it was wontto have over him ; to fortifie that opinion 
hee alledged to Cleone, the wonderful cffefts of inclination, and what hee heard Ly/i- 
macbus, and many other ſpeak, touching the good qualities, and graceful perſon of 
Arſaces. Theele&tion Arſaces had made of the other partie, joined ir {elf alſo to that 
remembrance. Itis not likely ( faid hee ) that after having fought againſt Perdiccas, 
and pur him in a condition which promiſes him bar litele ſecaritie, ht ſhould caſt him- 
felf on his ſide, if hee were not moved to it by ſom ſtronger conſidertion then his 
friend(hip to Seleucus 3 No, no, hee is advertiſed that Statira, or Caſſimdra, ( call her 
which you will ) is now in Babylon, and *twas to'bee near her , that hee forgot his re- 
ſentments, and the peril which threaten's him near ſo dangerous an enemie; but bee 
it how ic will, Clone, wee ſhall ſee the facceſs of it after the end of this war , and if 
it pleaſ the gods that Arſaces ſurvive mee, the.Queen ſhall poſſeſs him in tranquilitie, 
which ſhee ought never to hope for while I am alive, Theſe were his ordinarie 
thoughts, wherein hee was often comforted by the fair Amazone Queen , and by the 
dear 
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dear wives of Ptolomeus,and Eumenes,who knowing moſt part of his diſcontents,andha” 
ving ſucceeded their elder ſiſter in her good will toward him, endeavored to moderate 
his trouble,by reaſons like thoſe which Cleone repreſented to him,and which hee him&lf 
could not ditapprove. Hee was in this converſation with them, at one of the windows 
of his chamber, when caſting his'cic over the nighboring field, hee obſerved an ex. 
traordinarie ſhining a great way off. All the companie looked that way atter him, 

and when the obje&s were a little nearer, they diſcovered that the Sun-beamg 
duced that effe& upon the arms of the _ that were advancing, and within awhile 
after, they diſtin&ly perccived the firſt ſquadrons, and the firſt batralions of thatgreat 
armie which had been ſo much expe&ed, and which Lyſimachus and Eumenes were gon 
to meet. Hoe likewiſe ſaw Prolomeys take horſ, with Queen Thaleſtris, and ſom ot the 
Officers of his Camp, to welcom thoſe 1lluftrious friends, who disbanding themſelyg 
from their ſeveral commands, came galloping alſo to rec- iv thoſe dear embaſſes, and 
made alirrle bodie of the greateſt men that were in the world; This reception was 
made between the two armies, who at that fight ſent forth ſhouts and cries of joy, 
and ot alliance, which made the banks of Eupbrates eccho to the very pates of Bgby. 
lon. A thouſand flying banners, a thouſand (iandards diiplaied, and the glittering 
lufire of well poliſhedarms were diſcerned by Oroondates, and even the {ound of the 
trumpets, and the neighing of the horſes already came unto his ears. T he Princeſſes 
who {tood by him grew pale at theſe obj«&s, but they abſolutely rouzed up the Prince's 
martial humor, and made him with ſom kinde of ſhame, and repentance remember hig 
glorious apprentiſhip in that trade; his good beginnings in it, and the progrels hee 
might have made if it had not been interrupted by his love. This re-fle&ion drew ſom 
ſighs trom him, and kindled an extraordinarie color in his face. Hee burned alreadie 
with adefire to know all thoſevaliant men, whoſe fame was ſpread through the whole 
world, and amongſt whom hee was ſure hee ſhould yet finde a good number of his 
friends, and without doubt his deſire had been ſatisfied that very day, it Lyſimacbus 
who had a minde to ſhew them to the Prince in all their gallantrie, which ſo well be 
came them, had not praied them. to defer their vifite, and to reſt themſelvs the re- 

tnainder of that day in tents that were prepared for them, while hee buſied hj 
with Eumenes in making their forces encamp, whoſe quarters were all appointe@ 
theirplaces ſet out for them; The order that had been taken many daies before facili- 
tated their encamping, and that great number of men was in a ſhort time lodg'dcom- 
modiouſly, and without diſorder or confuſion ; the proviſions were alreadie com, as 
well thoſe they brought along with them, as the other which by Fumenes his cars 
were gotten from the neighboring places, and from the open countrie ; and thoſe 
forces which were hutted alreadie; received them that were newly arrived, and accony 
modated chem with ſuch as they had, ſo that contrarie to the ordinarie ca{tom, that 
armie was lodged almoſt at its very arrival, and paſſed the night very contentedly. 
Ptolomeaus, Lyſimachus, and Ewumenes, after having imploied the reit of the day, and the 
beginning ot the night in lodging their friends, and accommodating the ſouldiers, re- 
turned to Orondates, and having excuſed themſelys that they could keep him compa- 
nie no better, by reaſon of the necellitie of their affairs , they gave him account of 
what they had don,and of the order in which they had put the camp. Orczndates received 
their civilicies with much reſpe&, and Lyſimacbus having asked him, if hee would not 
ſee their armie in battalia, and all the commanders at the head of their men, the 
next diy in caſe his health would permit him to bee carried in a litter as far as the 
rump » hee ſhewed an extream defire to do ſo, and the Chirurgion having afſured 
im.that hee might wichout danger, hee prepared himſelf for that fight with great 
ſarisfattion.. Hee paſſed that night very impatiently, and the next morning getting 
himſelt readie, hee no ſooner heard that the armie was in battalia, but hee went out 
of- his chamber with the Ladies, and when hee was com down the ſtairs finding alit- 
ter which waited for him, hee got up into it, with Queen Thalefiris, who as well and 
as warlike as ſhee was would needs keep him comparnie ; the other Ladies feated 
themſelvs in the chariots prepared for them , and all of them together under thecon- 
duR of Cleantes and Araxes, crofſed through the place where the forces had. _ 
. canp*co, 
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| aud from whence the Commanders had drawn them out that morning to im- 
battel chem in the plain a few furlongs below. The Prince found them in excellent 
order, and preſently admired the Grecian diſcipline, and the Macedonian Phalanxes. 
That which had facilitated the leavie of ſo many men, and their ſo ſudden arrival, was 
tharall they who commanded them at that time , and who had raiſed rhem partly in 
thoſeterritories that were fallen to their ſhare, had commanded in thoſe ſame Pro- 
yinces in Alexand*r's lite time, in the qualitie of Governors , and many of them refi- 
ded in them alreadie, and had there received the requeſt of Lyſimachus, and Prolomens, to 
arm thoſe in their favor, who l{ince the King's death were becom their ſubjets. Thoſe 

ple who were accuſtomed to obey them , acknowledg'd them gladly, and followed 
them without difficultie in that expedition 3; and in thoſe Provinces where the Princes 
were abſent, as thoſe of Lyſimacbns, Ptolomeus, and many others, the Lieutenants 
had left there, take arms at their firſt ſummons z and had found no trouble in making 
thoſe people obey them, who adored them for their virtue, and who hoped to enjoy 
the ſame happlacth under their reign, which they had taſted under their government; 
The forces were not drawn up in battalions and ſquadrons fit for a batte], nor was the 
Cavalrie upon the wings ſeparated from the infantrie, but they were ranked according 
to their nations, and followed their ſeveral Commanders, who without ſuch order as is 
proper for ſervice, marched at the head of their new ſubje&ts. The firſt that appeared to 
Oroandates his eje, were thoſe of the greater Phrygia,under the condut of their Prince 
Aitigonus, conſiſting of four thouſand hor, andeight thouſand foot , they had ſom. 
thing of the cffeminateneſs of their countrie, but they bzgan to grow warlike under 
their new Maſter, and to learn a trade of him, wherein hee had paſſed his appren- 
tiſhipunder King Philip, and had acquired.fo great reputation under Alexandet. Anti- 
onus was mounted upon a very large bay horl, all his bodie was covered with well 
poliſhed (teel, heighrned with gold upon the edges, and his hair which began to turn 
gray, was preſſed with alittle head-piece after the faſhion of the Greeks , ſhaded with 
a plume of teathers ; hee had two ſteel- headed darts in his right hand, and with the 
left hee bore a weightie ſhield, the workmanſhip of the moſt induſtrious Maſters in 
Greece. The comly preſence of Antigonzs , and that high renown of him, which 
ſpret&ic (ſelf every where abroad, would have obliged Oroondates to conlider him with 
alonf attention, if his light hadnot been withdrawn from him, to fix it ſelf upon a 
more pleaſing obje&; It was his fon the young Prince Demetrius, who rode by his 
fathers fid:z, with a grace able to attraf the eies and hearts of all the world, his beau- 
tiewas nothing inferior to that of the faireſt Ladies of Afia and his cies had a charm- 
ing ſweetneſs in them which gained affe&tions inſenfibly; it hee was handſom, hee 
waz yet more valiant, and though hee was ſcarſly full eighteen years old, hee in the 
laſt exploits of Alexander, had given proots of a growing valor, which even in its be- 
ginnings yielded not to that of the moſt renowned warriers; but if hee was handſom 
and valiant, hee was yet more amorous. Never was ſoul more capable then his of the 
ſweet impreſſions of Love, and in the whole courſ of his life, which was one of the 
moſt glorious, and illuſtrious that ever was, the ſevereſt mindes never found any other 
blemiſh, ſave a too great propenlitie to that paltion which criminal Philoſophers have 
condemned. Hee was upon the back of a whice horſ full of little black ſpots, who 
by his proud carriage, and ſtately trot, ſer off the graceful faſhion , and pleaſing garb 
of his Maſter, all his armor glittered with gold, and ſtones of value, his coat of arms 
was all covered with an embroderie which did not ill accompanie the richneſs of them; 
andto ſhew that ſoft inclination was predominant in him, hee in his ſhield had the 
image of the God of love, painted by the hand of the admiced Apel/es. The fight of 
this young Prince, did marvellouſly delight the great Orsondates, and the generous Tha- 
leſtrs ; but preſently after they were not leſs ſatisfied with that of two renowned 

Captains, whom Fame had alreadie made known to the whole world, they were Cra- 

terns, and Polypercon;z Craterus who by his admitable virtue, was worthie to ſhare 

Alexanders affe&ions with Hepbeſtion, and who loſt nothing in his inclination, which 

hee gained not with advantage in his eſteem; Craterus who alone obliged that great 

King to reſpe&s, and honors, from which his greatneſs excuſed him toward all the 
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world ,. and Craterus briefly, wha onely by his virtue did till his death preſery the 
chief autoritie among the Macedonians, and the chiet place in the hearts of all the 
toldiers. Polypercon for his valor was not lets con{iderable then hee, and hee up 
his reputation ſo well among Al-xanders fuccetlors , that not long after, hee in the 
nion of the great Pyrrhus was preferred betore all the reſt. Thele two brave men 
ther, led the half of thoſe thictie thouſand Macedonians , which decealed Alexander 
had cauſed to bee raifed tor his guard, and which hee had drawn about him a whik 
before his death, the reft of them had refuſed to follow their companions, and had ta 
ken part wich Perdiccas3 they were all foot, but their arms were . light , their perſons 
well choſen, and their diſcipline fo good, that the Princes ground:d the better part of 
their hopes upon them. After theſe appeared the Syrians under the condutt of Las 
medon, they were heavily armed, and never fought but ſtanding ſil], yet though they 
did {itrle incommode the enemie by going out upon parties, and were exempted from 
all daries ot light armed men, they made profeſſion to fight in their ranks to their laſt 
breath, and co ſuffer themſelys to bee cut all in pieces, betore they would let their bat» 
talions bce broken 3 their number was three thouſand horſ, and ſeaven thouſand foot, 
and their valiant Leader was able to ſhew an hundred ſcarrs , received under Alexander 
inathoaland encounters wherein hee had made himſelt remarkable. The Syria 
were toflowed by the Cylicians under their Prince Philotas > who worthily bore the 
name ot the firtt Philotas Parmenio's unfortunate ſon that ended his lite in torments by 
the cummand of Alexander, whoſe tavorite hee had been a while betore, they were two 
thouſand horl and lx thouſand foot ; After which appeared the brave Ewumenes,at the 
head of the Cappadocians, and Paphlagonians ; hee from the territories of Amaſis, and 
the banks of the /ris; and the Thermodoaon had drawn fs thouſand horCl the beſt of the 
wholearmie, making aſe of that advantage wiich Cappadocia hath above all the Pro» 
vinces of Aſia, to breed ſuch as are extreamly handſom , and excellent good for (er- 
rice, and out of Papblagonia hee had (1x thouſand foot , who were armed onely with 
liedde morions, and light cor(l:ts, and who quitecontrarie ro the Syrians fought little 
ftanding ill, but tired out an armie by continual excurſions, and thought no paſſage 
difficult, nor any ſtrait ſo dangerons, but they would get through it with a wonder- 
ful nimbleneſs. Menander came next to them, followed by {ix thouſand Lydians, @ ten- 
der, effeminate people, and little able to endure the hardſhip of warr , but yetwere 
very apt to learn, and obeied the commands of their Officers, with much dependence, 
and fidelitie. Thoſe that drink the waters of Nilus, and the ſcorched inhabitants of 
thoſe parts of Africa, and Arabia which are near to Egypt came after then), under their 
valiant Prince Ptolomeus 3 . but they marched with a pride which they drew from the 
glorie of their Prince, and ſeemed by their bold, and ſtatcly pace to promils that they 
would bee invincible ſo long as Ptolomeus was at the head of them ; and certainly the 
militarie preſence of their Commander, ſuited not ill with their fierceneſs, for Queen 
Thalefris who ſhewed him to Oroondates,compared him to thoſe images of the god Nars, 
which ſhee had often ſeen in the Temples of his countrie ; it hee had his garb, hee alſo 
- had his virtue, and among the moſt valiant in the world, there were few that fought 
in their own perſon with more courage, nor led men on to battel with more prudence. 
His forces as well, thoſe hee commanded during Alexander's lite , as the others which 
Clesmenes had brought him out of his Province, conliſted of eight thouſand horl, and 
twelv thouſand foot. Scarce had the Prince taken off his eie from Ptolomens, when 
hee fixt it upon an objef, which wakened his old remembrances with much tender- 
nefs. It was Prince Oxyanes, who for the quarrel of his Nieces had armed the Batiri- 
ans, and marched at the head of them with a countenance which ſufficienclyexpreſſed 
with what affeRion hee ſtill confidered the reliques of his Brothe!'s family ; hee was in 
the flower of his age, and in the majeſtie of his face one might ealily fee, both the 
greatneſs of his courage, and that of his qualicie. With him was the good old Arie 
ſs, whoſe forces were mingled with his, and what with Batrians, and Zogdions made 
the number of fix thoaſand horſ, and ten thouſand foot, armed with boiled leather, 
and upon their left arms bearing large targets , wherewith they covered moſt partot 
their bodies. Oxyanes was on hor{-back, andthac gallant old man Artabaſus wascar- 
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ried in a litter, not beeing willing to make his age an excuſe to exempt him from 
what hee owed unto the bloud of Darius, and to the intereſt of his ſons in law ; By 
him rode his own ewo lons Copbes, and 1//ioneus, all that were left of a greater number, 
who firſt for Darius his quarrel, and then for Alexander's had nobly loſt their lives in 
war. Oroondates conlidered theſe dear, and ancient triends wich very atte&tionate mo- 
tions, and would have gon ſtraight toward them, if the Amazone Queen had-not 
rold him ic would bee better to deter his endearments , which el would diſtacb the 
order of choſe things that itil] were to bee ſeen. Orendates forbore at the Queens en- 
treatie, and next ſaw Philip paſs by with four thouſand Hyrcanian horſ ; Phrataphernes 
* withalike number of Armenians,and Archefilais with fix thouſand more, drawn from 
the further parts of Meſopotamia. The laſt that appeared at that famous review was the 
brave Lyſimachus, and certainly it could not end by a perſon, that could more wortbi- 
Iy fill his place, nor that could leay the ſpeftators a more plealing Idea of the lalt ob- 
jedts of that day; among ſo many thouſand men , there was not one that knew bet- 
terhow to uſe a [word , or javelin, but neither in ſo great a number , was there any 
bodice, whole fterceneſs in arms was {o becoming, and whoſe prelence was ſo m aje- 
flick. Hee mounted an able cheſnut horſ,, which Alexander had given him at. the laſt 
bactel hee fought againſt the Coſſeans 3 that noble beait, whom the light bt'iother 
horſ-s, and the ſound of the inſtruments had ſtirred, was all white witch foam, and 
went with a proud ſprightly ation, which ſeemed ro expreſs the contentment hee had 
to bee ſubje&t to none but ſuch great Maſters. Lyſimachbus fince the news of his Prin- 
celſes beeing alive, no longer clouded his arms with black as hee was wont to declare 
the ſadneſs of his heart, and the loſs of his hopes , but that day they were covered 
with green, andenriched with emeralds of great price, which gave an extraordinarie 
laſtre, becing ſet in antick heads upon his (koulders, in thoſe upon his buskins, and in 
other places, where they ſeemed to ſtand with ſom ſhew of neceſſitiez; The creſt up» 
on his bead-piece was a ſerpent of the ſame mettal with his arms, which ſtrectied it 
ſelf with long windings round about his head, and darting out a triple-pointed ſting, 
ſeemed by the induſtrie of the workman to ſend forth real hillings 3 his ſhield was of 
the ſame matrer, but Ly/imachus by Alexander's command, had laid alide his tormer de- 
vices, to cau[” the dreadtul Lion which hee had (lain with fo admirable a valor to bee 
engraven in it, with theſe words underneath in Greex. Pariſatis conquered it. His caf- 
ſock (the {Jeev whereof appeared under his poldron, and the skirt came down as far as 
his k1ce) was of the color of hisarms , embroidered with lictle ſuns of gold, and 
emeralds like thoſe vpon his arms, faſtened in certain places of it. Hee had a long 
javelin, in his right hand, and by his fide a rich ſword hanging in a curious skarf 
wrought by the hands of Pariſatis, who by the intetceſſion of Alexander binifelf, and 
the command of Syſigambis , had given it him when hee went with the King to fight 
againſt the Coſſeans. In this equipage marched Lyſimachus at the head of the Thracians, 
of the inhabicant of Pontus, and of the Boſpborus , valiant, warlike nations , out of 
which their new Prince had drawn ſix thouſand horſ, and ewelv thouſand foot; This 
was the number of their forces , the names of their nations, and of thoſe that com- 
mand:d them, but beſides them, there was alſo a great many eminent men, who 
without any command ſerved in their own perſons with their friends, or kindred. 
Among theſe were Prince Oxidates, Mitbranes, young Pharnabaſus, Leoflenes the ſon. of 
Ariobarſanes, Menelaus brother to Ptolomeus, Leocaris, and Dioxippus the ſons of Mentor, 
Callicrates the ſon of Philotas , Demochares the ſon of Laomedon, young Alexander the 
fon of Polypercon, Traſillus the brother of Menander, the valiant Tyridates, Cambyſes, and 
Araſpes the ſons of Mazeus, Cleobulus ſon to the untortunate Orſines , Liſtander the ſon 
of Ptrataphernes, Philiffratus the ſon of Archefilius, and many others, whorinvictue, 
and greatne(s of courage were no way inferior to thoſe whoſe fortune was more ad- 
vantageous, then theirs, both in the ſayor of the late King, and. inthe ſharing of the 
Tavinces. - 424114. .30 47 
This ftately review beeing ended, all theſe famous warriers alighted, and underthe 
condut of Ly/imacbus , drew near to Oroindates his litter. That gallant Prince recei- 
ved thent with civilicies worthie both of him, and them, and paiedthem ſuch reſpe&s 
Vauuu 2 as 
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as were onely due to the chieteſt and molt illuſtrious perſons upon earth ; hee gave a 
molt courteous, and ſabmiſſive reception to Antigonus, and his ton, to Craterus, to Py 
iypercon, to Laemedon, and the reit whoſe reputation had produced in him a 
ettcom of their merit, but as ſoon as heefaw Oxiartes , and Artabaſus com toward him, 
hee did his endeavor to have gotten out of his licter , and embraced them with 
of heart, and fighs which fopt the courlſ of his ſpeech ; Prince Oxiarte; 
and old frtabaſus, exprefſed the ſame tenderneſs to him, and remembring together their 
farſt acquaintance, the fall of Darius his houf, and the change of their fortunes, 
{olemnized that enterview with many tears, in which a good part of the by-(tanders 
were interefled. The number of ſo many confiderable perſons hindred Oreandates at * 
thatcime from ſaluting every one of them particularly , but that hindred no all the 
Princes from looking upon him with the admiration which had alreadie ſeized than, 
= the recital of his gallant ations, Craterus put him in minde of the encounter hee 
had with him at the'battel of [ſus , and of the diſadvantage the gods had ſent him, 
for offring to oppole that valor, to which all hum1ine valor ought to yield. Oroondates 
received Craterus's diſcourl with a great deal of humilitie, and excuſed his fall, 
the diſorder of a throng wherein valiant men, and cowards com down tagether. T hee 
words drew on a noble, and a pleafing converſation among ſo many perſons of note, 
from whom the fair Amazone Queen (who was known to many of the companie 
that had retained the Idea of her from the time of her voiage to Alexander ) received 
the honors that were due unto her merit, and to her qualitie ; all che eminent 
in that great armie deſired to partake in that acquaintance, and the preſs which began 
to incommode the Princes, obliged them to think of retiring, when from mouth to 
mouth there came a rumor among them, that there was ſom diſorder at one end of the 
Camp. Lyfimacbus, Eumenes, Demetrius, Laomedon, and many others with chem, turned 
toward that fide, and cauſed room to bee madefor them to go and appeaſ that tumak, 
while the reſt with Oroondates, and Thateftris went toward Polemon's houſ. The cauſ of 
the noif that had been heard was this ; five or (1x Troupers becing three or four hun- 
dred paces from their bodie, and following the bank of the river either by order from 
their captain, or for ſom particular intention, ſaw coming ſoftly coward them, aC# 
valier attended onely by one Squire, his garb, and the pace hee rode (hewed chat hee 
was cither very wearic, or deeply buried in his thoughts; but whatſoever his poſture 
was, One might ſee hee was of a very fair ature ; the color of his arms was near to 
that of withered leavs, bur they were ſcattered over with black ſpots, andwith ſom 
ſparks of ficein many places ; his coat of arms was of wrought ſteel , and his cark 
' wascovered with plumes of the ſame color, and with a long black hor tail, which wa- 
ved upon his ſhoulders ; with his left hand hee carried a ſhield, - where-in hee alſo bore 
ſables, a mans heart torn by many vultures, and theſe words in Greek, Or cea{ to tear 
wee, or make mee ceaſ tolive. In his right hand hee held a (trong javelin, whereof ha- 
ving(etthe end of the ſhaft upon his foot, hee ſeemed to lean upon it with all his 
weight. Theſe horſmen having looked awhile upon him, and ſeeing him com till 
nearer to their camp in that melancholly faſhion, whether it were that they cook him 
for a ſpie, or that they had a miigde to know who hee was, advanced toward himun- 
civilly enough, and asked him bluntly ,*'What hee was, and whither hee went? The 
ſtranger liftup his head at the noiCſ oy made in coming to him , and ſeeing himlelt 
encompatſed and examined by thoſe fellows; Friends ( ſaid hee ) I follow my way | 
know not who youare, and you have nothing to doto know who Iam. The forward- 
eſt of the Troupers nettled with this diſdainful anſwer , Whoſoever you are ( replied 
hee!) you ſhall com before our. Generals, to give them an account of what | have atked 
you, and what buline(s bring's you ſo near unto our camp. Saying theſe words hee 
ſeized upon his bridle, and preſenting the point of his javelin at him , comm 
him to follow him. The {tranger who naturally was none of the moſt patient, could 
not ſuffer the violence that was offred him, and without conſidering the number of 
his enemies, hee ruſhed againſt him that had laid hold of his rein, with his ſhield, and 
with the breaſt of his horſ (o impetuouſly , that hee ſent him and his , cumbling 
breathleſs to the ground; the reſt ſtirred up by the fall of their companion, | a 
10ully 
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farioally to revenge him;and the ſtranger who had alreadie prepared himſelf to recety 
made at the firſt ſo unfortunately tor him, that hee ftruck his javelin in at his 
laid him dead among the horles feet. After this ation,letting go his javelin,hee 
drew his ſword, and falling in among them with an incomparable fierceneſs, hee made 
chem quickly know, that they had vainly hoped to get the advantage over him by their 
number ; the third of his enemies was alreadie gnawing the earth, having received a 
thruſt which ran him quite through the bodie, and thoſe that were left began to think 
of running away, when the noif of the fight ſo near the camp, was heard by the near- 
eſt Troops 3 ſom of the Troopers ran preſently thither; who ſeeing their compani- 
ons dead and wounded, betook themlelvs to their fide, and without confidering the 
laws of honor fell all together upon the ſtranger, who received them with an 
affaredne(s able to ſtrike that terror into them whereof hee himſelf was incapable. 
Com baſe cowards ( cried hee ) com, and believ that though I care bur little for my 
lik, Te fel! ic you at as dear a rate as if | loved it very much. Speaking theſe words 
hee flew among(t them like a thunderbolt, and covering himſelf with his ſhield wich 
an admirable dexteritie , hee dealt his blows to the boldeſt of them with fo great a 
force, that every one of them carried either death, or an incurable wound along with 
je, But the number ſtill encreaſed, and how valiant ſotver hee was, yet beeing neither 
immortal, nor invulnerable, hee began to know the danger which hee could not fear, 
and though ſtoutly aſliſted by his Squire, hee muſt infallibly have ſunk ac laſt, if Me- 
narder, Pbratapbernes, Oxidates, Tlioneus, Tiridates, and a great many more had notcom 
to the place of that unequal combat. Menander when hee ſaw thoſe hori{men to bee 
his, made himſelf known to them by a loud cry, and commanding them to retire, hee 
diſengaged the valiant ſtranger, from the imminent danger that threatned him. When 
hee was delivered from the aſſaults of ſo many enemies, hee put up the beaver of his 
cask a lictle to take breath, and Menander coming up ſoftly to him, after having conſi- 
dred the number of men hee had loſt, and obſerved the greatneſs of their wounds, and 
the force of the hand that had made them, looked very heedfully upon him, and 
through the operſing of his cask perceiving ſomthing in his face that was extremely 
handlom ; Whoſotver thou art ( faid+hee_) I know not upon what occalion thou 
haſt killed my men here before my cies, andin fight of the whole Camp. I am obliged 
to ak ſatisfaQtion of thee for their death , but I will take ir fairly whhout odds, and 
though theſe bloudie marks of thy valor were enough to terrifie common perſons, they 
ſhall not move mee to commit a baſeneſs, nor make uſe of aftty companions otheryitfe 
then as ſpetators of our combat. Menander had newly ended theſe words when Ly- 
ſimachus, Eumenes,and the reſt that were with them came unto that place, and having in 
ſhort learned the cauCl of that fight, and the former ſuccefles, they diſpoſed themlelvs 
to bee witneſſes of the event, and to hinder that valiant man from receiving any foul 
play. The ſtranger gave no anſwer to Menander, but taking a javelin from his Squire, 
hee turned his back to his enemie, to fetch a carrier by his example. Their illuftrions 
ſpefators with impatiencie expeed the iſſue of their coucl, and the braverie of it de- 
ceived not the opinion they had conceived. The two warriers ſtruck each other with 
theic javelines, and ſhocked one another violently with their ſhields, but their torces 
were unequal, and the ſtranger beeing onely a fictle ſhaken in his faddle, thruſt Me- 
nander our of his, and made him fall over the crupper of his horſ. Menander got up 
again, and having an undanted courage, hee drew his ſword, waiting for his enemie 
in the poſture of a gallant man z but the ſtranger, who ſaw hee was hurt with his fal 
and who eſteemed the frankneſs of his proceeding, coming to him, 1 pray you ( Aid 
hee ) let the combat end between us, [ have been more happie, but not more valient 
then you, yetit your companions will run your fortane, [ ſhall willingly give chem 
this divertiſement, and perchance in their deſtinie, you may either finde your revenge, 
or your con{olation. Menander was ſo bruiſed, and fo little able co profecute the 
combar, thathee was conſtrained to the offer, with a grief which hee could nat 
diflemble, and leaving the liſt to others, | yield to thee (cried hee) O valianc man, but 
"ris with hope that I ſhall quickly have companions -in my diſgrace. 'Thele words and 
thoſe of che ſicanger pricked ſom of the by-ftanders with point of honor, and not en- 
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during the bravado of that ſtranger, 'they all in a cluſter demanded the comba,, but 
bold 1lioneus was firſt readie,and ran ſwittly againſt the ftranger with an invincible coy. 
rage, but his fate was no better then Menander's, and having vainly encountred hi 
enemie hee was thrown upon the ground ſo impetuoully , that hee was hardly able tg 
riſe again. Tiridates pretently took his place, but his fortune was the ſame, and M6. 
nender had alſo great matter of conſolation in the falls of Oxidates,Cambyſes,and Phr 
tapbernes. Then it was that Lyſimacbus and his companions loſt patience, and thebraye 
Laomedon, not beeing able to ſuffer the publick aftront , ſpurred on his horſ toward 
the ſtranger, and ſending him the choice of two javelins, wee muſt either repair our 
diſhonor( cried hee ) or thou muſt abſolutely carrie away the glorie from the 

nions of Alexander. As hee ended theſe words hee ſhook his javelin, and ſetting him. 
ſelf tiff upon his ftirrups, hee went to meet his enemie with a marvellous 

their ſhock was worthie of the valor of them both, and the ſtranger was ſo diſorder- 
ed by it, that hee loſt his ſtirrups, but hee overthrew Laemedon with ſuch violence, that 
hee made him and his horſ rowl together upon the ſand. The fall of Zaomeden, whoſe 
valorhad been tried in athouſandencounters, caufed all that were preſent to crie our; 
but it filled Ly/imachys his minde with grief, and indignation ; hee advanced before all 
the reſt, and holding back young Demetrius , who full of a generous ambition waz al. 
readie beginning his carrier againſt the ſtranger, hee drew near him, and faluted him 
with much civilitie. After having a while conſidered his behavior and his armg; 1 
would willingly ( faid hee ) make trial of your forces, if the wearineſs of fo. 
courſes had not leſſened them, and though after the tall of my companions, you can 
get but little honor upon mee, I would do my endeavor either to revenge them, or keep 
them companie, if you were not in a condition wherein you may have need of reft, 
The ſtranger by this diſcourl knew the humor of Lyfimachus, and beeing unwilling 
to loſe any of his advantages againſt hin}, Ithink indeed ( anſwered hee ) that | ſhall 
ftand inneed of all my forces againſt you, but ſuch as they are I proteſt to you they 
are as entire, as at the beginning of the fight, and that I have neither wound nor 
wearineſs that hinder's mee from contenting you. I fear ( replied Ly{machis ) I ſhall 
abuſe your generoſitie, but 1 commit this faultupon your word, and upon the know- 
ledg that I have needof this little advantage againſt you, therefore ſince you pleaf, 
will venture the hazard of a combat which I am! aſhamed to demand of you, with pro» 
teltation that this ſhall bee the Jaſt you ſhall bce obliged to. I donot hope ( faid the 
ſtranger ) to get out of your hands in a condition to tight another combar, andhihall 
account my ſelf happie, if I can keep that glorie againit you, which I have gotten 
againſt your friends. After theſe civilities they turned their backs to take their carrier, 
and clapping ſpurs at theend of ir, they met with ſuch a violence, that their ſhock 
was little different from that of two ſhips driven one againſt one another by the impe- 
tugus waves; their javelins broak without effe&, and were ſhivered even within their 
very hands, but their ſhields, heads, and ſhoulders daſhed againſt one another (o 
forcibly, that ſach an encounter could not happen without miſchief; the ſtrangers 
horſ wearied with the former courſes, not beeing able to refift ſo powerful acharge, 
fell with his Maſter upon the duſt, that of Lyſimachus beeing more freſh, kept upon his 
feet; but his Maſter came to the ground with the ſaddle between his leggs.: The wo 
warriers equally aſhamed of their miſhap, got up at the ſame time, and drawing their 
{wards, laid on two ſuch weightie blows as they cloſed, that they were both like to 
have; kifſed the ground the ſecond time ; theſe two trials of their forces , having 
changed theic former civilities intoa real anger, they were preparing to proſecute 
their combat, when Laomedon, Menander, Eumenes, and the reſt defiring to prevent the 
danger that threatned thoſe valiant men, oppoſed their intention, and hindredthem- 
from paſſing further, If theſe combats muſt bee madean end of ( cried Laomedon) let: 
the ſtranger then make an end. with mee, 1 was not diſabled to fight though1 fell by 
my horſes fault. Som of thoſe that had been diſmounted ſaid: as much ; but Fmenes, 
Denetrius, and thofe/ that were disintereſſed, judged that the firanger was free, that 
the glorie was equal between him, and Lyſimacbus 3 and that it was nothtro oppoſe 
his paſiapr longer, nor to detain him by other waics then thoſe of civilitic. Aker ibis 
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reſolution Ly/imacius putting up the beaver of his Cask went to embrace him, and the 
ranger, in doing the like, made the whole companie ee that few men in the world 
were equal to him in gracetulneſs of behavior. LZyſimachus as much ſatisfied with that 
<,as with the trial of his forces, dehired infinitely to engage him in his partie, and 
with that deſign, Sic ((aid hee) you have here ſee adorers of your valor, and you ſhall 
quickly know the eſteem and che affefion, which your virtue ha's alreadie produced 
among them, if you retule not to bee their companion in a molt jult quarrel, and to 
t your {elf into a partie, wherein your generolitie alone is able to engage YOUs 
| hncw not (ſaid hee to Lyſimacbus) whether thele bee the forces of Perdiccas,Caſſander, 
and their freinds which are drawing together at Babylon, Wee are the mortal 
Enemies (replied Zy/imachus) of thoſe you have named , and of their partie, and 'tis 
onely againit them, wee have raiſed the farces which you ſee cover this field. I 
cannot bee your triend then (anſwered the ſtranger) and though 1 particularly eſteem 
your virtue, a more ancient obligation calls mee to your en<mies, 'tis onely to (ery 
them againit you,that ] am going to Babylon,andit you bee ſo generous as to afford mee 
pallage thicher, wee (hall everie day have occalions to end the combats wee have begun. 
Lyſimachus his anger was a little kindled at this replie, but hee diſlembled ir the beſt hee 
could, and (aid ro the {iranger with much moderation. You are too gallant a man not 
finde free paſſage everie where, and though your alliltance bee very conſiderable , wee 
fear not our enemies {o much, as to go about to weaken them of the ſaccor they 
will receiy from you. Wee ſhall ſee you upon ſervice , ftince you delire it, and if you 
bee remarkable in the throng by that imprel of the vultures ,*cis by that of the Lyon 
you may alwaies know Lyſimachus, At theſe words, without dcfiring further converſa- 
tion with him attcr the declaration hee had made, hee cauſed the ftrangers horſ to bee 
led to him, and preſently gave him a convoy to bring him through the Troups, and to 
condu@ him within {tight of the gates of Babylon» The ſtranger departcd on this man- 
ner, and taking his way toward-the Citie, lett Zyſimachus, and his companions a high 
eſteem of his valor, aud matter enough to talk ot himall the reſt of that day. If our 
Enemics (faid Lyſimachug ) have many men in their partie like this ſtranger , and like 
Arſaces who ha's alreadie embraced ir, wee fhall not bee without imploiment,but 1 know 
not why the gods ſhould permit ſo unjuſt a quarrel to bee ſupported by ſuch valiane 
perſons. After this diſcourſ, and ſom orders they gave to make their Troups draw 
back into their Quarters, they went to finde the reſt of their friends who were reti- 
red to Polemon's houl with Oroondates. There with more leafure, and more libertie 
then in the field, Orondates exprefled his endearments to his old friends, and perfefted 
the making of an acquaintance with the new Oxyartes and Artabaſus , could not tell 
which way ſuthciently to teſtifie their ardent aftefion to him, and the young Princes 
OxydatesIlioneus,Cambyſes, and many others, who had former]y ſeen, and adored him 
in the Court ot Darius, conſidered him as a demie-god, and kifſed his hands with 
ſubmiſſions, and reſpe&ts, which they could not have ſhowed to any other man without 
Idolatrie, and to which hee anſwered with a confulion wortbie of his modeſtie. 
Artabaſus made him remember his tilt beeing in arnis againſt Dariys , his arrival at the 
Courr, and the bloudie batrel of Selen!, where hee had fought in perſon againſt the 
forces of the King his Father. Oxiates and Craterus put him in minde of the battel of 
of Tſus; Ilioneus ſpake to him of Damaſcus and of his encounter with Artaban and 
Parmenio. Ptolomens aul Antigonus of his paſſages with Alexander, Eumenes of the bat- 
tel of Arhel/a and Polyperchon of what hee had don for the ſaving of Alexander at Suſa. 
In that illa{irious companie there were few, who though they never knew him till 
then , had not been witneſſes of ſom of his mervellous ations, and by that recapi- 
tulation of bis lite, they called things into his memorie, which in ſtead of comforting, 
did moſt ſenſibly affli& him. When that entertainment broke off, Laomedon had time 
to tell the companie the encounter of the ſtranger who had diſmounted him with fo 
many others, and who had found no reſiſtence but in Lyſimacbss , and ſpake of his 
valor in terms, which made them all fſorrie to hear hee had chofen their contrarie 
_ The day having been thus ſpent, all the men retired into their Tents, and 
Oroondates alone in the houſ with the Ladies whoſe number was augmented by ns 
arriva 
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arrival of the Wives of Polyperchon, and of ſom others, the moſt confiderable of them 
lodged in the houſ with them that were there betore, and the reſt went down intothe 
Tents with their hasbands. That night as many others was paſſed by our Loversin 
violent diſquiets, Oroondates tormented with his jealoufie, was little capable of reſt, 
and Thaleſtris was racked with the ſame paſſion, but with more vehemence, and with 
more furious reſentments againſt what ſhee formerly had loved. Lyſimachus free from 
that torture, and delivered trom his former grief, ſutfered now onely for the 

and for the captivitie of his Princeſs. True it is, that to the ſorrow for that ſepara. 
tion which deprived him of a fight ſo earneſtly longed for , hee likewiſe added fears 
grounded upon very regonable probabilities; bee was in fear for the life,and hee was 
in fear for the hutgor'of his Princeſs ; hee was afraid that Roxana would vent herat- 
moſt cruelcies agathſt her, and it the love of Alcetas who for his own intereſt waz like 
to bee watchful in the preſervation of her, had not a little ſecured him, that apprehen- 
fion would have been ſufficient to deprive him of all repoſe. And moreover, hee 
feared leaſt Pariſatis, from whom hee had received none but verie light teſtimonies of 
affe&ion, ſhould have changed with her fortune, and have taken a general averſion 
to men , by thole accidents which might have incen'ed her againſt them ; this was 
his miſtrult , for to ſuſp:& her of any other lightneſs after the knowledg hee had of 
the firmneſs, and (olidicie of her minde, was a thing that could never fall into his 
thought ; that which augmented theſe crue] doubts, and made him the more unſati(- 
fied with fortune, was little reckoning his Princeſs had made of him ſince her miſ- 
fortunes, having neither daigned after ſo many, and ſo great proots of his affetion, 

to command his ſervice, nor ſo much as to make her ſelf known to him, in the 
ſtrange occaſions ſhee had , and in the dangers ſhee had run. Not beeing well able 

todipgeſt this effeft of her ſeveritie, hee took it for an effeft of ingratitude , and this 

thought plunged him into a deadly aftiiftion. After hee had don all hee could poſ. 

ſibly ro flatter himſelf, and to baniſh that killing opinion out of his minde, hee ſer 

himſelf to ſearch out means to ſee her; or to hear ſom news of her, not havingpa- 

tience in that condition to ſtay till the end' of a war which might bee of a tedious 

length, and whereof the events as yet were doubtful. In theſe agitations of minde hee 

(ſed a good part of the night, and the next morning came betimes into Oroandates 
is Chamber: Finding no bodie wich him but , Araxes, hee preſently communicated 

his diſquiers to him, and the defire hee had to attempt all things poſſible to fee Pari- 

ſatis, or to learn ſomthing of her. The Prince of Scythia who tor all his jealouſie 

was more inflamed then ever, declared unto Lyſimathus firſt by his ſighs , and then 

by diſcourſes which were all fire, that hee was racked with the ſame delire , and that 

notwithſtandiug hee was betraied, abandoned and forgotten, hee could not poſlibly 

take any reſt in that ignorance of his Princcefſes condition. What do wee know (faid 

hee) but that they may bee fallen again into the hands of mercileſs Roxana , or that 

our enemies may with tyrannie, and indignitie make uſe of their power overthem? 

Ah! without doubt, if I were in a condition to do it, I would go through a thouſand 

ſwords but I would ſee my ingrateful Statira. I ſhould alreadie have attemptedthe 

ſame (ſaid Lyfmachus) if I could undertake it without ruining our affaics , but my 

face is ſo known to all that are at Babylon, that *cwould bee impoſſible I (ſhould bee a 
minute concealed among them. Araxes coming to them during this diſcourſ, If oN 
think mee capable to ſerv you (aid hee) why do you not put mee upon this implot- 

ment, you cannot chuſe any bodie, that will perform it with more fidelitie, nor that 
can do it with more facilicie, I am unknown to all your enemies and provided1 cat 
but hide my ſelf from Arbates, I may bee amongſt them without danger whole years 
rogether. Ah! Araxes (cried Oroondates ) atter Toxaris his adventure, | ſhould: bee in 
too much fear of thy life, 1 ſhould never bee at quiet, if I had caſt thee into ſo manifeſt 
a peril. ] am not worthie Sir, (replied Araxes) of the care you have of my fafetie, 
and ſince it is dearer to you then I have deſerved, I will manage it ſo well, that | will 
run no hazzard, Toxaris his misfortune ſhall make mee take care to ſhun Arbates, 
and all other perſons that might diſcover mee , and you may bee certain I will bring 


you news of the Princeſſes, if it bce poſſible rolearn any, and will give you 4 _ 
able 
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able good account of the condition your enemies are in. Araxes to theſe words added ſo 
manie others, that hee at laſt obtained the Commiſſion hee delired from his Maſter ; 
hee promiſed Lyſimacbus the like ſervice, and that Prince who acknowledged himſelf 
obliged tO him, returned him thanks, with extraordinarie kindneſs and civilitiez; The 
Princes would not give him any inſtruftions, knowing hee was capable ot more im- 

rtant bulinelles, and they relied abſolutely upon his prudence for the whole cor 
du of that enterpriſe. Araxes counſelled them to hazzard two Letters, which ſhould 
bee delivered to their Priaceſles, if hee could be ſo happie as to get a fight of them, or 
bee brought back to their hands again, if hee returned without having been able to 
do them that ſervice. Oroondates in the eſtate hee beleived himſelf to ſtand in 
$1atira's mince, and in that ſhee her ſelf ſtood in his, found great difficulties before hee 
could reſolve to write to her, but in the end by the perſwaſions of Lyſimachus, who 
(weetned his diſcontents as much as poſſibly hee could, and who was not much better 
ſatisfied himſelf, hee took a pen and write theſe words unto the Queen, 


Prince Oroondates to Queen Statira, 


Ou might think, this meanneſs of ſpirit ſtrange, if for your ſake I were not accuſtomed to bee 

guiltie of the like. [ reproach you with nothing, O Caſſandra, but / com to die for you, 
ſince you bave judged mee unworthy to live for you; I will endeavor by my bloud to eſtabliſh your 
repoſe, but with that blond, Twill alſo ingrave in your heart an eternal remorſ of your infideli- 
tie to mee. As much caſt off and as much forſaken as I am now for the laſt time, I will witbout 
trouble give that life for you, which you have uſed to ſacrifice to deſpair; But pardon mee O 
Statira, if in the ſervice I do you in general, I offcnd you in particular, and if in the number of 
your enemies, I comprebend my cruel and pitileſs enemie ; bee fball fall if the gods favor the 
juſtice of my quarrel, but if I bee _ to injure you in bis perſon, T ſhall bee ſo without doubt 
to [atisfie you in mine 3 and you ſhall not bave the diſpleaſure of ſeeing Oro6ndates out-live 
the offence bee ſball bave committed againſt you. 


This was Oroondates his Letter, and that of the diſcontented Lyſimachus 
was in theſe terms : 


Prince Lyſimachus to the Princeſs Pariſatis, 


. 


Ee from whom you concealed your ſelf ſo carefully cannot conceal bimſelf from you, O Pariſatis, 

and you may know bim by bis ordinarie marks,hee come's to do you a ſervice,which you will not 
vauchſafe to receiv from him, rather then to make complaints of your diſdain 3 I ought to drown 
that ſorrow in the joy of your ſafetie, and ſince it pleaſe's the gods that you are alive, I ought 
without murmuring to ſuffer that you ſhould ſtil! bee inſenſtble, and that you ſhould ſtill bee Pari- 
ſatis. The unchangeableneſs of your humor cannot bee truly compared to any thing but that of 
mine , and you are not more firm in keeping your ordinarie inſenſibilttie toward mee, that I am in 
keeping within the terms of an znviolable fidelitie toward you. 


They had newly made an end of writing their Letters , and' had given themto 
Araxes with moſt prefling recommendations , when the Chamber was filled with 
Princes that came to vilit Oroondates , and while they were drawing near unto his 
bed, Araxes who had no further ordets to receiv went out of the room, and ſo dire&ly 
about the executing of his Commiſſion. After that the Princes had paid their civi- 
vilities to Oroondates, and enquired concerning his health , they entred into Counſel 
about their atfairs, and Antigonus having demanded audience to propoſe ſom thing of 
moment ſpake to them on this manner, Beſides the knowledg of your valor, that of 
thejultice of our quarrel,gave mee verie good hopes of the iſſue of our enterpriſe ; and 
| believed that in proſecuting our enemies before as thoſe that had murthered, and 
R XXX now 
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noy as thoſe who unjuſtly detain the widow of our deceaſed King, and their own 
lawful Queen, wee had a pretext reaſonable enough, to arm all our torces apainſt 
them ; but yet asif the gods hadjudged that cauſ too light to devide ſo manie Princes 
who heretotore were friends,and make them turn thoſe arms againit one another,which 
they haye made ule of for theconquelt of the whole earth, they bave been pleaſed to 
bring to light the crimes of our enemies,and compleat our taking arms again(t them 
reaſons able to arm all virtuous perſons with us. Amongit the fall murtherers of 
Statira and Pariſatis, wee aflault the true murtherers of Alexander; our luiplcions are 
now but roo much confirmed,and I cannot aver that Perdiccas and Roxana have medled 
in this parricide, yet are they criminal enough to bee dereſted both of the gods and 
men, fince they uphold the perfidiqus _ who ha's taken away the life not only 
of his King , bur of the greateſt of all Kings, Do not believ it is upon light con- 
jetgres that I diſcover this fat to you, *tis not upon the jealoufie wee had of it, nor 
upon the knowledg many of us have had of his love unto Roxana : and his averlion 
to Alexander, from the time hee took him by the hair and beat his head again(t the 
walls in our preſence; no, wee have a certain afſurance of it, and I can produce 
two men, who very innocently ſerved as inſtruments in this horrid treaſon ; they are 
two Macedonians who were bred up with Antipater, and who by Caſſanders command 
brought unto the Court that poilon which put an end to the gallanteſt life that ever 
was, *twas of the water of Nonacris a fountain in Macedonia , which is of ſuch an 
exceſſive coldneſs, that it extinguiſhes all natural heat , and cannot bee contained in 
any thing but a horſes hoof. Theſe two Macedonians having brought it to Caſſander, 
hee found means to procure them places about the Kings cup-bord , and within a- 
while after diſcovering himſelf to them, as to two old ſervants of his houſ, hee 
by hope of extraordinarie recompences would have perſwaded them to pour this 
water into the Kings drink's ; but they affrighted at that horrible deſign , refuſed to 
obey him, and ſtrove to divert him from that cruel reſolution. (aſſander having 
vainly ſollicited them again, made uſe of his brother Izlas, whom for that deſign 
hee got to bee made chicf Cupbearer, and for fear thoſe two men ſhould declare his 
wickedneſs, hee cauſed them to bee tak-n by others of his dependents, who under tom 
retence carried them out of the Town, with a command to kill them; The villaines 
lowed the order they had received from their Maſter , and having brought theſe 
miſerable wretches into a by place, they ſtabb'd them in many parts of their bodies, 
but it ſo pleaſed the gods that they had not time to make an end of them, and thar 
ſeeing certain perſons coming toward the place where they were, they fled away leaving 
theſe poor men half dead; they were taken from thence by Countrie people who car- 
rying them to their houſes cauſed them to bee dreſſed ſo carefully, that they at laſt 


. recovered, and but yeſterday beeing able to walk abroad, they came to mee defiring | 


would' prote& them againſt Caſſander , making mee the relation more ar large, of 
what I have told you in a few words. 

Antigonus had no ſooner ended{'his diſcourſ, but hee ſent for the two Macedonians, and 
in the mean time all the Princes, began with imprecations to deteſt Caſſanders wicked- 


. neſs, and by ſo powerful a motive, were more ſtrongly animated in the hatred they 


bore his partie ; they had ſuſpe&ed Tilas before upon many conjeCftures, but having 
noble, and generous ſouls themſelves, they could hardly imagine that others were 
capable of a crime of that nature. In the interim the two men came, and having made 
a depoſition every way conformable to what Antigonus had ſaid, and anſwered many 
ueſtions which were asked them about that matter, they left the whole companie 
ully confirmed in the belief of that Parricide. All thoſe great Princes whoſe hearts did 
moſt ſacredly reverence the memorie of Alexander, trembled at this confirmation, and 
ſent forth threat's againſt thoſe monſters full of a true zeal and lawful anger. Even 
Oroandates himſelf, who honored the remembrance of that mightie King as of a mira- 
culous perſon, was highly concerned in their reſentment, and with them ſwore to re- 
venge the death of that illuſtrious rivall- The Princes not beeing contented that the 
juſtice of their cauſ; ſhould ſerv for their own private ſatisfaftion , were deſirous tv 
raanifelt it to the whole world, and to make all men know, it was not for light OC- 
caſzons 
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caſions that they had taken arms againſt their Companions and ancient Allies 4With 
that intent aftcr they had agreed upon it among theml(elvs,they ſet forth a Declaration 
which Artabaſus, and Eumenes drew up in theſe words: _— 


44 


The Princes joined in League for the revenge of Alexander, ail for the li- 
bertie of the (Zueen his wife, and of the Princeſs his Siſter. ; 


$5 wee bave ever believed, that without very powerful reaſons, men could not with honor un- 

oof themſelves from the bonds of friendſhip, and violate their ancient alliances ; fo bave 
wee alſo deſired, that all thoſe to whom our actions ſhall bee known,might bee made acquainted with 
our intentions and might have no o:caſion to expound them according to the ſenſ our Enemies would 
give them. Wee proteſt therefore both before the gods and before men, that it is not any diſcontent 
about our ſpares in the lately divided Empire,nor any deſign to make our ſelvs greater, that bath p 
arms into our bands againſt thoſe who beretofore were our friends and companions, but much Juſter 
cauſes and ſuch as ought to make all the generous perſons upon earth to riſe up with #s. It is for 
Alexander that wee bave tahen arms, and wee have at laſt diſcovered that that demi-god, who 
found none but adorers through the whole world, hath found monſters amongſt his own ſubjetts, who 
by an execrable parricide, bave deprived mankinde of the greateſt Perſonage that ever lived. Caſ- 
ſander whoſe name ought to bee abhorred by all the Princes upon earth, and of whom no bodie ought 
benceforth to ſpeak, without deteſtation, the baſe poiſoner of bis Maſter and of bis King, doe's not 
onely finde ſafetie amongſt thoſe who were neareſt to him, and amongſt thoſe who bold all their 
honor and all their fortune from him, but alſo a ſupport again#? thoſe that were bis faithful ſervants, 
and a proteion that would bee refuſed him even among the greateſt Enemies of bix memorie. 
Roxana whom bee bonored with his bed , and with tte participation of bis Crowns , whom 
from the daughter of Cohortanus, bee raiſed to bee the wife of Alexander, and whom from 
Captivitie, hee exalted to the bigheſt degree of honor that ever woman attained; Perdiccas whom 
bee favored during bis life, and whom bee honored at bis death with the chiefeſt marks of bis affe- 
dion and eſteem, and a great many otbers who are little leſs indebted then they to the afbe's of their 
Maſter , arm themſelvs in the defence of his poiſoners, of bis parricides. But was there any leſs 
t0 bee expected from thoſe who by ations of the ſame nature bave ſufficiently teſtified that they 
were of the ſame inclinations, and that they would yet proſecute Alexander in the perſon of them 
that were as dear to bim as bis life. Did not Perdiccas and the reſt of Roxana's accomplices, by 
a violence without example, force the great Yueen Statira, axd the Princeſs her Siſter, out of 
the bands of their attendants to murtber them before the eies of that pitileſs woman ? Did they 
not even bring the knife unto their throats ? eAnd if Perdiccas out of conſideration of his 
own intereſt [pared their lives,batb hee not changed tbe pain of their death into that of a cruel and 
unwortbie Captivitie 2 Thoſe great Princeſſes who were ſo dear and conſiderable to our mightie 
King, now languiſh in ſlaverie to bis ſubjecis,who impoſe ſhameful Laws upon them, and who from 
the bloud of Darius and from the alliance of Alexander would maks them ſtoop to that of the 
meaneft of his Followers. Theſe are the onely conſiderations that make us take up arms, with a 
firm proteſtation before all the world, and at the foot of our Altars, that wee will never lay them 
down till Alexander bee revenged,and the Princeſſes freed and ſatisfied. And if our Enemies would 
perſwade indifferent perſons, that wee make uſe of theſe pretences to cover our ambition,or other 
leſs lawful cauſes of diviſion, let them do juſtice themſelvs upon the murtberers of Alexander, 
and reſtore the Princeſſes to their libertie and te their former autoritie, and they ſhall finde us 
moſt readie 10 withdraw our forces from theſe Countries , and leav them in a perfet tran- 
quilitie. 


The Princes having cauſed a great many copies to bee taken of this Declaration, and 
made them bee ſpread abroad through the Army, and were careful to ſend them to all 
places where they deſired the juſtice of their quarrel ſhould bee known. The next day 
they proceeded to the eleftion of a general, and to make choice of a Prince among 
them, that (ſhould give orders, andcommand the reſt with an abſolute power ; but in 
this enterpriſe there was no ſmall difficultie,and their conteſtations were very different 
from thoſe which are uſual in the like occalions ; all of them equally avoided that 

RXXX 2 | advantage; 


164 CASSANDRA. Parrlll. 


advantage ; and that glory which el{where is wont to bee ſo much envied, found no. 
thing but averſion and diſdain among thoſe generous ſouls. All with a joint conſere 
yielded that honor to Prince Oroindates, and proteſted to him with great ſubmi 
that they would not march with him unleſs they might obey him. Ptolomens » Lyfi 
machus, Oxyartes, Eumenes and many others, prefſed him to it with moſt ardent ex. 
treaties,'but hee reſiſted them with ſo much modeſtie and conſtancie, that 'twas im. 
poſlible for them to move him. lt is enough (ſaid hee) that you do mee the bonorts 
ſuffer mee amongſt you, and I receiv that favor with great acknowledgment, 1 whoan 
uſeleſs among you, and who am here utterly deſtitute of forces, in the mid(t of 6 
many Princes, the weakeſt of whom have brought whole Armies. Although I had 
with mee all the ſtrength of Scytbia, I ſhonld fill make it my glory to obey men ſo 
worthy to command mee , and | ſhould bee as firm as I now am, in refuſingan ho- 
nor, which you cannot offer mee without making mee remember my want of abilitie, 
By ſuch like reaſons Oroondates rejeted the command, but nor one of the Princes could 
bee perſwaded to take it from him, and Ptolomeus, Lyſimachus and the reſt were no 
leſs obſtinate then hee in denying to accept of that autoritie. Ar lait by voices of 
all the Officers, the ſupreme power was put into the hands of fix among 
who ſhould command by turns every one his day. Theſe were Prince Oriondates, 
Prince Oxiartes, Ptolomeus, Lyfimachus, Craterus, and Antigonus. Ewumenes, Polyperchon, 
Queen Thaleſtris, old Artabaſus, and Laomedon, who might with Juſtice have pretended 
to the ſame dignitie, refuſed it ſo abſolutely, that 'twas impoſſible to make themcom 
. into the number. Artabaſus excuſed himſelt by his age, Thaleſtris by her ſex, Eumenes 
by his humor which was an Enemie to command, and by the union between himand 
Ptolemeus to whom hee remitted the whole care, Polypercon and Laomedon by other con» 
{iderations. The fix Princes ſeeing themſelvs conſtrained to ſubmit to that eleftion, 
condeſcended to it at laſt, proteſting to their companions that they accepted _— 
of that charge but the care and trouble, and that for the honor of it, they w 
alwaies yield it totally to them. That day beeing ſpent in this eleCtion, all retired 
to their Tents, and the next morning certain Sconts that had been ſent abroad, 
brought word to Craterus (to whom by reaſon of his experience, of his credit with the 
Souldierie which hee ſtill preſerved fince Alexander's time , and of Oroondates his in« 
diſpoſition, all his companions had given the firſt day ) that they had ſeen a bodie of 
{even or eight hundred horſ com out of the Citie, who made as if they would draw 
near unto their Camp , byaſing toward the ſide of the hill. The young Denetrivs 
thruſt forward by a generous boiling heat, asked leav of Craterus to go with alike, 
number of men, to drive the Enemies back into the Town, or draw them toa fight, 
and having with ſom difficultie obtained it from his Father Antigonus, who loved him 
with an extraordinarie tenderneſs, and who could not without great repugnance ſee 
him go intodanger, hee took horſ with eight hundred of his men, proved to have the 
honor of ſtriking the firſt blow in that war ; hee would not take a greater number 
with him for tear the inequality of the partie ſhould make the Enemies retire without 
fighting, and rob him of the glorie hee ſought ; beſides that the place was proper for 
his intention, and that in an open Campagn hee could not fear any ambuſhes, which 
in another place the Enemie might have had a defign to draw him into. The beautiful 
Paris never had ſuch a grace in Arqs as the young Demetrius, his eies ſhot darts of 
love, and war ſo equally,that it was hard for his Enemies to ſee him in that Equipage, 
without fearing and loving him both together. Yong Alexander, brave Ilioneus , vali- 
ant Tiriclates, the two courageous ſons of Mazeus, and many other youthful Princes 
without command, would needs accompanie Demetrius in that firſt occafion, Th 
marchedall together, and in excellent order guided by them that had brought the in- 
telligence, and Craterus who would not hazzard them careleſly, cauſed twothouſaud 
horſ to advance out of the Camp, and bee in a readineſs to ſecond them in caſe of ne- 
cellitie. Queen Thaleſtris who was preſent when this order was given, defired Cra- 
terus to grant her the condu& of them, which hee did with great civilitie 3 and that 
new Belong eager of that occafion to make her ſelf remarkable called for her arms, 
and bgeing covered with poliſhed ſtcel , ſhee put her ſelf at the head of thoſe w_ 
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who ſubmitted themſelvs joyfully co her command, and tele their valor redoubled by 
the preſence of chat fair Amazone,whole reputation was (pread over all Afia. Demetrins 
was alreadie a good way from the Camp , and marched betore his men with a joy that 
was ealily to bee obſerved in his countenance ; Alas! hee was ignorant ot hisdettinie, 
and knew not how many fighs and tears that day would colt him. Hee met not the 
Enemies ſo ſoon as hee imagined, tor they beeing com from Babylon only to burn 
ſom Village from whence the Camp drew great conveniencics, had alreadie don their 
execution, and were retiring toward the Cirie in great diligence- Demetrius diicovered 
them upon a little hill that roſe up in the plain, and being intlamed at that light with 
a youthtul anger, hee exiced his companions to the fight by words that breathed no- 
thing but fire. My friends (ſaid hee) how great will our glorie bee, it among ſo 
many thouſand gallant men, wee bring home the firit honors of this war ; *cis trom 
chis beginning the omen of the future ſucce(s will bee drawn , and all our Camp look's 
upon ic as an infallible progaoltick of the general event. Saying theſe wo: ds hee ad- 
vanced a pace, and endevored to cut off the Enemies paſſage to the Town , thereby to 
force them to an encounter whether they would or no; but there was no need ot that 
indultrie to engaze them to ic, for they were led by a man , who for a greater number 
then his, would not have quitred the Field without fighting, *T was Leonatus, whoſe 
courage was lictle ſhort ot raſtine(ſs, and who in the Court of Alexander had alwaies 
paſt tor one of the boldeſt, an-{moſt adventrous. Neither did hee continue his way 
to Babylon, but ſeeing Demetrius advance , whole forces hee judged by the eie to bee 
little different trom his , hee faced about, and after having ſent out a couple 
of horſmen to view his ſtrength, hee marched ſtraight towards him, and 
commanded his Trumpets tv ſuund a Charge. Never did a more plealing noif 
then that, fill the ears of the young ſon of Antizonus , hee made them to bee 
aniwered by his at the ſame time, and feeing Leonatus at the head of his 
{quadron, hee ſpurred on at a good diſtance before his, and holding up his Javeline, 
hee ran fiercely at him, beeing covered with that ſhield whereon the god of 
Love was painted. Leonatus met him with a courage not inferior to his, and their 
Javeliges breaking in the Encounter, they ended their carreer without beeing thrown 
out of their Saddles, but Leonatus lolt his Rirrups, and was ſo ſhaken in his ſeat, that 
hee tortered a good while in great danger of falling. The croud of thoſe that tell on 
aſter them, hindred the proſecution of their combat, and rulhing each into his Ene- 
mies Squadron, they initantly ſhowed proofs of an extraordinarie valor ; the earth 
was covered with dead bodies in a mument, and both (ides tought with fo much 
courage, and obſtinacie, that the victorie remained long uncertain 3 but in the end 
Demetrius, who in thoſe beginnings of his arms was reſolved either to overcom or 
die, and his valiant Companions who fought cloſe by him, animated their men fo 
bravely by their words, and by their examples, that Leonatus his parti- began to c ive 
ground, Deometrius who ſaw them waver, purlued his advantage hercely, and conti- 
nued his charge with ſo much vigor, that at laſt hee made the fireceſt of them turn their 
backs. Leonatus ſtrove to liop his m:n by entreaties and threats , but when once feat 
had (eized them, it was impoſſible to make them face about. Cambyſes, Araſpes, Tiridates, 
Alexander and 1li;neus ſecond. d their young leader fo gallamly, that in che end, their 
nemies were utterly roured, Leonatus not beeing able to rally, fought like a deſperate 
man, and having overthrown Tiridates, hee came up to Demetrius a ſecond time, but 
ortune was cuntrarie to him at that laſt combat, and having received two wounds, hee 
with much ado was reſcued by ſom of his moſt faithful Souldiers, out of the hands of 
tnat young Warrier, for whom Viftorie had alreadie declared her ſelf. Leonatus was 
carried off by his men whether hee would or no, and the reſt of his partie fled toward 
the Citie without order and withour refifance. The Conquerors proſecuted their 
Viftorie eagerly, and were alreadie within fight of the walls of Babylon, when there 
came forth a bodie of horſ conlilting of three or four Squadrons. Demetrius at that 
fight made a halt, and all his friends counſclled himto retire, while hee had a free re- 
freat ; but hee having a fierie courage could not diſpoſe himſelf to hearken to their 
advice, and would rather periſh then turn his back tothem who fled ſtill before him. 
he remainder of Leonatus bis ſquadron taking heart began to face about to amuſe 
| * + - & Sy him, 
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him, and without doubt his youthful order was going to precipitate him into a mani- 
felt danger,when ſom of his (ouldiens calting their eies toward the Camp, perceived the 
Amazone Queen, who with her two thouſand horl came up at a large trot to have her 
part in Demetrius his glorie. T hat young warrier finding his men recover ſpirit at the 
tighe of that ſupply, could no longer contain himſelf, but utterly defeating thoſe who 
yet made head againſt him,(as it were to rough-hew the vitory betore the Queen came 
up ) hee ran fiercely to give a charge to thole new enemies ; Caſiander was at the head 
ot them,and with him the valiant itranger, who a few daies before had diſmounted fo 
many gallant men upon the bank of the Eupbrates. Demetrius knew him by that dreadfyl 
impreis of the vultures,and animated with a delire to ſeek honor where the danger was 
greateſt, hee took a javelin, and gave his horſa looſ direftly toward him,bur Ca 
oppoſed his deſign,8 coming to receiy that encounter, conſtrained him to imploy thoſe 
arms againſt him, which hee intended againſt another ; but hee was quickly puniſh'd 
for his preſumption, for having onely ſhaken Demetrixs a little, hee was met with fo 
furious aſhock,that he tumbled amongſt the horſes feet, w<b had trampled out his brains, 
if the care of his ſatetie had not cauſed many of his ſoldiers to alight, who drew him oue 
of that danger,and ſet him again on horsback, though extremely bruiſed with his fall. 
In the mean time the unreſiſtable ſtranger had overthrown 7lioneus, and Tiridates, and 
falling in among(t the reſt, caſt fear and death into all places whitherſoever hee turned,- 
Demetrius ſought him wich his (word in his hand,. and ſtrove by his valor to make his 
ſmall partie ſubfiſt, but his endeavors were unprofitable, and hee could no longer de. 
fend himſelf againſt thoſe vigorous enemies, whoſe number was four times as great as 
his, if hee had not been ſeconded by the Amazone Queen, who preſently fopt the 
enemies impetuouſneſs, and made the combat equal. Amongſt thoſe that accompanied 
Caſſander were the young Ariſtender brother to Leonatus, (leophon the ſon of Cenes, 
Cleomedes the brother of Egelochus , and many other men of courage, and of noble 
bloud. The brave Thaleſtri had laid Ariſtander and Cleomedes on the ground with two 
ſeveral blows, Ariſtander with one of her javelin, which ran him through the ſhoulder, 
and C leomedes with another of her ſword, which made him fall under the horſes feet, 
ſhee ſeconded thoſe two mightie ſtrokes with many others, which ſoon made her to bee 
taken notice of, and forced the boldeſt of her enemies to turn the point of their arms 
againſt her, but ſhee behaved her felt wich ſuch a furie as made them believ ſhee could 
not poſlibly bee wounded. . The noi of chis fupplie, and of her valor came quickly to 
the ears of the furious ſtranger, whoſe reputation, and the {laughter hee had made in 
another place was alreadie com unto the Queen ; this mutual report animztedtheſe 
two valiant perſons with a defire to get to one another, and forcing their paſſagewith 
cheir \words, they ſought the way that might ſooneſt bring them cogether. The two 
courageous ſons of Mazeus, who had made themſelvs remarkable that day by athou- 
ſand gallant ations, and who bloudie all over had don things truely worthie of the 
memorie of their father, oppoſed the ſtrangers paſſage before hee could comup tothe 
Queen, andCambyſes defying him with a loud crie , diſcharged ſuch a weightie blow 
upon his cask, as made his head fink almoſt to the ſaddle-bow, and ſcarce bad hee re- 
covered his ſeat when _ __— ſeconding his brother, laid upon him again 
in the ſame place with ſuch a force, that beeing ſhaken before, hee was like to have 
reeled out of his ſaddle; the two brothers , proud of thoſe mightie blows, alreadie 
promiſed themſelvs a happie ſucceſs , but fortune ſeconded not their hopes, and the 
ſtrangers anger was raiſed to ſuch a pitch , that iron and ſtee] were thenceforth too 
weak to reſiſt the violence of his arm; the firſt hee met withall in that furie was the 
unfortunate Araſpes, at whom making a thruſt with ſuch a ſirength as had few equals, 
his ſword finding the defett of his curaſs, died it ſelf in his bloud to the very bilts, 
and appeared all crimſon on the other ſide of his bodie ; Ardſpes dying opened his arms, 
and calling upon the name of his brother, fell without life among thoſe heaps of dead 
bodies wherewith the field was alreadie quite covered. What ſhall the grieved Cambyſcs 
do at that woful obje&t ? anger, and pitie touched him equally ; on the one fide hee 
would fain lend a hand to his dying brother, who called for his aſſiſtance, and on the 
other hee fear”s to loſe his murtherer in the throng, if hee imploy himſelf in that of- 


fice; hee was yet wavering in his choice, when his icreſolution was determined ul 
the 
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+ the am: ſword, which taking bis head from his ſhoulders, made him fall with a river 
of bloud upon the pale bodie of his brother, The Amazone Queen was near that 
place, and becing preſent at that ſorrowtul ſpeCtacle, (hee was touched with compaſſion 
tor the lami-ntable death of thoſe ewo noble brothers, and with an ardent deſire to re- 
venge them. Ab ! cruel man, (cried ſheeto the {tranger ) this inhumaitie ſhall not re- 
main unpuniſhed, and ruſhing toward him at the ſame time, ſhee found him moſt rea- 
dic to receiv her ; their firſt blows, ſhewed marks to all thoſe that were about them, 
both of their force, and of their animolitie , and they redoubled thera with ſuch a 
ferceneſs, that many ſoldiers of both partics, gave over fighting to becom ſpeCtators 
of their combat. In the mean time the Troups on both tides were weakened by more 
then half their men, and young Demetrius while the brave ſtranger was otherwiſe im» 
ploied, encouraged his ſo vigorouſly, and charged the enemies with ſuch valor, and 
good fortune, that they began to give back a little, They of Babylon were {ending 
new {quadrons out at their gates, but caſting their cies toward the plain , they ſaw 
other Troups coming from the camp, which Crateras ſent to ſuccor thoſe of hts partie, 
and fearing to engagethemſelvs infenhibly in a batte] which they were not in a condi- 
tion to give, they changed their deſign, and ſending to Caſſander to retire, contented 
themſelvs with drawing up thoſe forces without the gates, to favor his retreats In the 
interim the ſtranger, and the high ſpirited Queen had vainly ſought their advantages 
with the ſword, and not beeing ina a place, where they could freely bring their com- 
bat toan end, chey let their ſwords hang by certain chains wherewith they were 
faltned to their wriſts, and ſeizing one another about the bodie, they at the ſame time 
clapt ſpurs to their horſes, and firmly keeping their hold, pull'd each other out of 
their ſaddles, and began to rowl upon the ground. The ſtranger had the advantage 
of the Queen a little in ſtrength , and perchance might have got the better in that 
firugling , but they were not ina place where they could continue it, and fearing to 
bee trodden under the horles feet, they roſe up with an equal nimblenes, and betaking 
themſelvs to their ſwords again, were again beginning their combat on foot, when 
Caſſander came thither, and knowing the ſtranger, ſpurr'd on his horf upon the Queen , 
andruſhing againſt her ſhoulders, threw her all along at her enemies feet, hee would 
ailo have ridden over her, but the ſtranger catch'd hold of his bit, and giving his horCl 
aſudden ſtop, made him run back almoſt like to have reared quite over, and at the 
ſame time covering the Queen with his ſhield, Ah ! Caſſander( cried hee ) wilt thou dif- 
honor thy ſelf, and the beſt of thy friends to day ? In this interim the Queen got up, 
ſo furious, that if Caſſander had (taid for her, hee had been puniſhed for his incivilicie, 
but at that very inſtant hee received the order from the Town, and commanded to 
ſound a retreat. The Queen caſting her eics upon the ſtranger, ſaw herſelf ſeparated 
from him by a croud, which it was impoſſible for ber to break through, yet getting up- 
on a maſterleſs horſ, whereof there was a great number in the field, ſheerode after 
him.a good way, and ſeeing it would bee hard for her to join with him, I will remem- 
ber ( cried ſhee to him ) that thou art generous, but do thou remember alſo, that at 
ournext encounter, thou muſt end this combat with mee, wherein all the advantage 
thou hadſt was by the baſeneſs of thy friend. The throng was ſo great before ſhee had 
ended theſe words, that ſhee could not hear the ſtrangers anſwer, onely ſhee obſerved 
that hee put forth one of his arms towards her, and followed Caſſander who led him 
away by the other. The reinforcement which came from the Camp was alreadie near, 
and that was it which made Caſſander haſten his retreat the more. The Queen, and 
young Demetrius would have followed them to the very gates, but the molt prudent 
Commanders difſwaded them, and ſhewing the Troops which ſtood to ſultain them, 
and which advanced gently to receiv them, they hindred them from engageing them- 
ſelvs in the purſuit. The valiant ſtranger retired ſoftly in the rear of his whole par- 
tie, and as often as hee faced about hee ſent terror into that of his enemies. Demetrius 
alreadie obeicd the counſels of thoſe that dilſwaded him from advancing further, when 
a Cavalier of the enemies fide, galloped ſingle from the Troops that came laſt out of 
the Town, and advancing ftraight towards him{with his ſword drawn ; For my part 
(cried hee) I'le have no quarter, and ending theſe words hee ſtruck at Demetrius, yet 
with ſo lictle force, that the blow having hardly made any mark upon his arms, (lipt 
thence upon his horſes head, where it left 4 very inconſiderable hurt, but ſo was = 
chat 
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that hee received in exchange from Demetrius, tor running imprudently upon his 
ſword, which hee held forth againſt him, it gave him anexceeding deep wound in the 
bodie, at which hee cried out, and beeing but of a weak conſtitution, ſunk from his 
horſ upon the ground. O Death ! ( cried hee as hee was falling ) how fweer do [ finds 
thee, and tow much have l deſired thee. In theſe like words, hee ſpoke ſomthing 
lamentable, as touched young Demetrixs with compaſlion 3 and cauling ſom of his ſol. 
diers to alight, hee commanded them to take off his cask , and fee if hee were yeting 
condition to receiv help; his men obeying him, diſarmed the head of the wounded 
perſon, but ſcarce had they don ſo, when by long hair, and a delicate complexion 
they diſcovered thatit was a woman. Demetrius firlt by the report of his ſoldiers, and 
then by the aſſurance hee had of it himſelt, becing com cloſe to them, was ſeized with 
an unparallelled aſtoniſhment, and leaping from his horl hee ran to the fair wounded 
ſtranger with an extraordinarie perplexitie. Ah! ( cried hee coming to her) whotyer 
you are, you are moſt cruel in having made mee imbrane my ſword in the bloud of that 
lovely ſex, to which 1 am a ſlave, and an idolater, In bringing forth thele words, hee 
looked more nearly upon her face,and though it began to grow pale with loſs of bloud, 
hee found ſuch beautiful , ſuch taking features in it, that compaſſion continued not 
long alone, in a heart ſo readie to receive the impreſſions of love. This young afflied 
Prince, fitting down by her, and unbuckling her curaſs to trie to ſtanch herbl 
did her that ſervice with a floud of tears, and with (ighs which powertully enough @- 
preſſed the greatneſs of his forrow- What crime ( ſaid hee) O great gods, can haye 
committed againſt you, that you ſhould infli& ſo ſevere a puniſhment upon mee? and 
why aid you not ſuffer this unworthy {word, to finde a paflage rather into myown 
bowels, then into this fair bodie ? Hee ſpoke theſe words with a deſpairing aQion, ahd 
the woman, who underſtood the one, and obſerved the other, was moved with them 
her ſelf, and turning her cies upon her enemie's lovely face, which ſhee ſaw drownedin 
a river of tears, whoſoever thou art ( ſaid ſhee ) O pittiful conqueror,do not enviemee 
the glorie of dying by thy hand, my crimes deſerved not ſo noble a deſtinie, and Jam 
unworthie of the tears thou ſhedſt upon my occaſion, I ſought for death, andl haye 
. found it, but fince thou art too full of pitie, to haſten it, chough 1 (hould entreat thee, 
ſuffer it ro com of ir ſelf without oppoſing the ſatisfaRtion | receiv by its q—_ 
and the repoſe I could not hope for during my life. Theſe words pronounced with a 
tone which though mournful, had ſomthing in them very ſweet and plealing,pierc'dthe 
heart of the afflifted Demetrius; Hee was of a moſt excellent nature,& pitie havingat firſt 
poſſeſt every part of his ſoul, prepared it quickly for that maſter-paſlion, to which hee 
had an exceeding ſtrong inclination, Hee was about to ſhew marks of the new effefts ic 
began to produce in him, when the Amazone Queen who was preſent at that ſpeftacle, 
and in whom compaſſion had wrought very powerfully,counſell'd him to break off his 
complaints,to think of the wounded Ladies ſafetie, and at the ſame timecalling ſoldiers, 
cauſed them to take her up gently upon their bucklers, that they might carrie herto the 
Camp more eaſily chen on horsback. Shee ſeem'd to ſuffer that aſſiſtance onely to ſatisfie 
Demetrius,whoſe grief was ſo obliging to her; and by all her aftions ſhee ſhew'd ſuch an 
averſion againſt lite, that they who did her that office, knew they labored but in vain for 
her.Demetrius walked by them on foot,and though hee was compleatly arm'dexcept his 
cask which hee had thrown off, 8 his ſword which hee had broken in a thouſand pieces, 
it was impoſlible to make him get on horsback,or ſtir one ſtep from her hee had wound- 
ed; hee forbore to make her ſpeak for fear of hurting her, but hee kept his cies full of 
tears, inceſſantly fixt upon hers, and by their looks drunk in great draughts of that 
poiſon which inſenſibly took poſſeſſion of his ſoul. Hee vouchſafed not ſo much as to 
ſpeak to Eumenes, who had brought up the reinforcement for which the enemies were 
retired, and when hee was com to the Camp, hee hardly lookedupon Prince Antigonus 
his father,and many of his friends who came to congratulate the glorie hee hadgain'd 
that day ; though hee had great cauſ” ro bee ſatisfied with his good fucceſs, hee was not 
capable of talting the ſweetneſs of it, in that extreamitie of ſorrow, and not ſo much as 
hearkning to thoſe that talked to him of it, hee went dire&ly to his. tents, where lay- 
ing the fair wounded ſtranger in the beſt room, hee called the Chirurgians, andpro- 
miting them extraordinarie recompences for that cure, hee, to make them labor the 
more carefully, proteſted that his life depended abſolutely upon it. 
Theend of the third Book. 
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203 Heencounter which Queen Thaleſtris and young Demetrius had with Leo- 
I natus and Caſſander, was not ſo light, but that of Roxana's party there 

MS 0, were fifteen or ſixteen hundred lain upon the place, and on the fide of 
$2.09; our Princesabovea thouſand, yet won they the field, and the whole advan- 
' tage, and from that glorious beginning, drew moſt happy preſages for the 
continuation of that Warr ; nor did they negle& to ſhew their thankfuineſ tothe Gods 
by ſacrifices which they made throughour the Camp, both to the Gods of Greece, and the 
Divinities of Perſia : preſently a hundred Altars were ſeen to ſmoak, and a hundred Vi- 
Qimesſlain, whoſe intrails were obſerv'd, and gave no cauſe of apprehenſion to the 
Prieſts. The fair Amazon receiv'd a thouſand praiſes from the whole Camp, and moſt 
particular endearments from thoſe with whom he had more familiarity ; they who had 

ſeen her that day ir. the thickeſt of the light, made reports ſo much to her advantage, | 
thatthey had ſome difficulty to gain belief, and when they went about to ſeek Compari- 
ſonsto expreſs her, could finde nothing ſo proper as Thunder and Lightning. Croonda- 
tesimbracing her all armed as ſhe was, Pardon me (faid he) Madam, if 1 cannot hate 
Croontes, {ince his infidelity has brought us ſo powerfull an aſliſtance. Nor can I (added 
Lyſimachus) repent the ſacriledge I committed, in lifting my ſword againſt you, ſince 
from that crime we have drawn advantages which can never be ſufficiently valued. The 
fair Queen replied to theſe diſcourſes exceeding gracefully, and the Princes themſelves 
would needs Chunken her of her Arms, and look upon ſome ſlight hurts from whence 
they ſaw the bloud trickle down ; ſhe had two upon bo body, but ſuch inconſiderable 
ones, that they had much ado to perſwade her to keep her bed for two or three days. By 
the recitall ſhe made to Prince Croondates of the ſtrangers valour, ſhe gave him an ar- 
dent defire to try his forces, and to revenge the two brave ſons of Mazzus, whom both 
for the conſideration of their father, and for their own, he had always particularly e- 
ſteemed : and indeed they were lamented through the whole Camp, their loſs much aba- 
tingthe joy for that fortunate beginning. As the Amazon Queen receiv'd great praiſes, 
the whole Army wasnot ſparing of them to young Demetrius, andall the World ex- 
tolled the Actions, which in ſo early a youth, he had been ſeen to perform againſt men of 
ſenenperiencs in Warr, and known reputation, in terms able to have ſtirr'a up joy in 

im, if atthat time he had been capable of it. 

That poor Prince was then in no condition to taſte his Vitory, and though his Tent 
was full of Princes, and Commanders who were come to viſit him, hehad forgotten all 
hiscivility, and left all the care of receiving the company to his father, while he ſticr'd not 
irom the feet of her he had wounded, _ by whom he was likewiſe wounded himſelf in 
a moſt ſenfible place. When the Chirurgians were ſearching her Wound, he kept hiseyes 
fixt upon their faces, to draw an Omen thence, of what he ought to fear, or of whathe 
ought to hope ; and when after they had done, he ſaw them look upon one another with 
ſomething adolefull countenance; O Gods! (cried he) ſhe's a dead Woman, and your 
faces promiſe me no good : Well, Philip : (continued he turning towards his fathers Chi. 
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rurgian) no life, no ſafety, neither for her, nor for Demetrius? Sir, (ſaid the Chirurgian) 
we cannot ſo ſoon ſettle an aſſured judgement, but to morrow at the ſecond drefling, we 
ſhall ſpeak with more certainty ; let her reſt for four aud twenty hours, it you have any 
care of her health, and come not into her Chamber till that time be expired. Poor De. 
metrius, nearer death than life at this diſcourſe, kneeled down by her, and taking her 
the hand, which he bedewed with his tears ; Madam (faid he) 1 proteſt to you by allthe 
Gods, that if you die, Ile live no —_ and that you cannot take a more cruel reyen 
upon your Murtherer, than in neglecting your Cure ; the ſhame of having kill'd a wg. 
man, as you are, were enough alone to ſend me to my Grave ; but ſince that to ſo lawfiyl 
a grief, the Godsto puniſh my crime, have added the paſiion I have for you ; know, that 
now your life is mine, that by all my bloud, I cannot recompenſe that which 1 have drawn 
from your fair body ; and that no man ſhall ever ſee me out-live the grief of having de. 
prived the World, of that which now is deareſt ro me of all the things that are1n ix, 
Demetrius brought forth theſe paſtionate words ſo movingly, and his beauty added 
great an advantage to what he ſaid, that the Lady, as great an Enemy as ſhe was unto her 
ſafety, and as much prepoſleſs'd as ſhe was with another paſſion, could not keep her ſelf 
from being nearly touch'd with them. Sir, (ſaid ſhe) you make me receive a death with 
prief, for which I had prepared my ſelf with joy,and I proteſt to you by thoſe ſame Gods 
you have invoked, that your ſorrow does moſt ſenſibly aggravate my former affliction, 
and that if they left the diſpoſing of it unto me, 1, to cure you of your grief, would (till 
endure this life, which my remorſe, and my misfortunes make me to abhorr. AMid not 
your ſelf any longer for me, who am unworthy of theſe marks of your goodneſs, and 
ſuffer me to die without other ſorrows, than thoſe which have brought meto a juſt de. 
ſpair. Demetrius would have replied, it the Chirurgians had nor perſwaded him toretire, 
after having imprinted a fiery kiſs upon her hand, and uſed ſome other blindly tranſport. 
ed ations. As he went our of her Chamber, he gave order that Women ſhould befch 
ed to ſerve her, and preſently ſome were ſent for to Polemons houſe, who came readilyto 
do their beſt endeavours ; Antigonus who was acquainted with his Sons nature, and who 
according to the report of all choſe that have ſpoken of his life, was the moſt tenderly af. 
fectionare, and the moſt perfectly indulgent, that ever father was to a ſon, inſtead of re- 
proving him, and blaming his paſſion, was really afflicted with him, and gave himthe 
ntleſt conſolations he could deſire, then having gotten him to ſuffer two light wounds 
be had received, to be ſearched and dreſſed, heat his intreaty left him ro his ret, anddif. 
miſſed his friends who came thronging to viſit him. When Demetrius ſaw himſelf alone, 
and that inthat ſolitarineſs, he made reflexion upon the ſtrange caprichiouſnels of his 
fortune, hefell into ſuch violent thoughts, that he was like either to loſe his ſenſes, or ſud- 
denly toend his days. Men have been often ſeen to love (ſaid he) and Lovers have often 
been ſeen toloſe by death the perſon whom they loved, but that a Lover ſhould inthe 
fame day, love, ſee, die, nay and with his own hand kill her whom he loved, isathing 
which never happened to any body but Demetrius. It was ſhame enough to Demetrius, to 
diſhonour his firſt attempts by the death of a Woman, without adding this bloudy fur- 
charge unto his ſhame, to make him kill a Woman whom he was to love, or to make him 
love a Woman whom he had kill'd ; My crime was before my love, my love is the puniſh- 
ment of my crime, and both my crime and love will have an equal deſtiny. O Heavens ! 
did you ever fee a fortune that could have any reſemblance unto mine, nl could you not 
have made the face of it leſs ſtrange, leſs cruell > If you had ſodecreed, that I muſt love 
this Woman, could I not have loved her without killing her > and if you needs would 
have me kill her, could I not have kill'd her without loving her > Others may have kill d, 
others may have loved, but never any.except Demetrius, lov'd, and kill'd both together. 
Love every where elſe begins, and declaresit ſelf by Services, onely mine begins, and de- 
clares it ſelf by death, nay and by a death which fore-ran both its declaration, and its 
birth ; Ah Demetrius ! How cruell are the marks of thy affe&tion, and how ſtrange are- 
volution hasthy condition ſuffered in a ſhort time 2 This morning thou wert both free 
from love, and innocent of Murther; this evening thou art guilty of the one, and mor- 
tally wounded with the other ; there remains onely ſince thy love, and thy crime are t- 
ſeparable, that thou proſecute both to the uttermoſt, and that in this heart, the ſeat ru 
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thy affection, thou givethe [aſt blows to that unfortunate Image, which isengraven in it 
by thy crime alone. Theſe were the diſcourſes wherein the diſconſolate Demetrius paſſed 
the drm night, and if he interrupted them many times, *twas onely to leap out of his 
bed, run cothe wounded Ladies chamber door, and inquire how ſhe did of thoſe that 
waited on her; ſhe,to whom they related his diſquiets, to oblige her to deſire lite, and in- 
deavour her recovery, ſeem'd to be deeply touch'd withthem, and ſpeaking with much 
moderation to thoſe that were about her; Intreat Demetrius (ſaid ſhe) to take his reſt for 
my ſake, and if he will have me pardon him my death, let him not redouble her griefs, who 
wantsnot other cauſes of affliction. Theſe words being told Demetrius, wrought ſome 
light effect 1n his minde, and teſtified thisto him ar leaſt, that the marks of his love were 
not indifferent to her. As ſoon as day began to appear, he would have riſen, and runto 
her Chamber ; but the Chirurgians not having been able to hinder him by the conſidera- 
tion of his wounds, which held him at laſt by that of the perſon whom he loved, and 
made him, with great impatience defer the ſight of her, tillthe hour her wound was to be 
dreſſed, aud that ſentence pronounced, which he waited for with mortal apprehenſions. 
During that tedious ſpace, the converſation of his father, ar with that of Lyſima- 
chus, Prolomeus, and Oroondates himſelf, who hazarded his health ſo far as to come and 
viſit him, were not able to divert hum ſo much as a monent from his violent diſquiets. 
Theſe Princes who from the Chirurgians had learned how little cauſe of hope there was 
in the ſtrangers wound, endeayoured to prepare him inſenſibly for the worſt event, but 
they found him ſo little diſpoſed to hearken to them, that they were fain to give over 
their deſign. At laſt the hour he ſo much deſired being come, he cauſed himſelf to be 
made ready; and going into her Chamber with all the company, he came ſoftly to her 
bed-ſide, and kneel'd down againit the opening of the curtain, without being ableto 
ſpeak one word. The omdetiads who ſaw him in that poſture, and whocould no 
longer be ignorant of his paſſion , Demetrius ( ſaid ſhe ) if my life were as inno- 
cent as yours, our fortunes would have ſome reſemblance, and if you will love me 
after my death, there will be much conformity in our deſtinies. 1 would love you atter 
your death, (replied Demetrius) if I could poſlibly furvive you, but I ſhould be unwor- 
thy of life, if I were of ſo mean a ſpirit as to preſerve it after the loſs of you: Theſe words 
ſtruck Antigonus into a very great fear, and upon this diſcourſe, the Chirurgians being 
come in, began to go about their buſineſs ; Demetrius trembled all the while they were 
dreſſing her, and looking upon the wound he had made, O curſed, and facrilegious hand 
(cried he) why did not the Gods ſuffer the ſword of Caſlander, or of Leonatus to take 
thee from my body before this fatal encounter ? Philip and Amintas having taken off the 
plaiſter, and ſeen the wound, knew preſently that it was mortal, but becauſe they were 
forewarned by Antigonus, would not deliver their opinion before him, and onely ſaid, 
that the ficcel was {till doubtfull, and that it was to be hoped for from tlie Gods, and 
from the virtue of the remedies applied. Their Patient asked them leave to entertain De- 
metrius, and the Company, and they told her ſhe might do it without any _ ; which 
liberty ſo freely granted, made her ſoon know, that her cure was deſpaired of, and De- 
metrius, if he had not been ſo much blinded, might eaſily have j with the reſt of 
thoſe there preſent, that that permiſlion had not been given her, but that reſt and filence 
were no lonper available for her recovery. She intreated Demetrius to fit down by her 
bed-ſide, =. ers wk Antigonus and the reſt placed themſelves round about, which 
done, addreſſing her ſpeech to Demetrius, ſhe ſpake in this manner. 
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[| Know very well that I ſhall die; but I feel 1 have yet ſtrength enough, both co live 
ſome few days, and to make a long diſcourſe ; which obliges me, Demetrius, to give 
you the recital of ny life, and in this you receive no ſmall mark of the eſteem I have of 
you, ſince it is ſo guilty, that I ought in reaſon to conceal it to all the world ;_ but 1 paſs 
over that conſideration, becauſe you from thence may draw the knowledge of many 
things, which will be advantageous to you ; the firſtjs that of the crimes of this unfortu- 
nate Woman whom you love, which without doube will cure you of this affection, 
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whereof ſhe acknowledges her ſelf moſt unworthy ; the ſecond, that of my hearts beins 
prepoſſeſſed , which though the gods ſhould prolong my miſerablelife , would not leave 
me any power to anſwer to this friendſhip, you expreſs to me; and the laſt,that ofthe 
diſaſters which make life odiousto me, and which making you-ee with how much reaſon 1 
ought to deteſt it, will comfort you as well as me for the loſs of it. Belides theſe con. 
derations which concerns you , O Demetrius, 1 have others for my particular intereſt 
capable to oblige me to this relation before perſons, who having perchance known . 
crime, are ignorant of the excuſes it may have, and who by this naked contfeſlion of my 
life , will have a perfet knowledge of the one , and of the other. 

Although I have in arms received this favourable wound , which by one death alone 
delivers me from many , yet am I neither an Amazon by birth, nor of a ſtronger , and 
more warlike conſtitution than the reſt of women ; *t was onely deſpair that put a ford 
into my hand, and a curaſs —_ my back , under which my dearth hach been my firſt 
aſſay. The beginnings of my life were very different from thus laſt profeſſion , and if 
my misfortunes had not altered my face , perhaps it would not be unknown to ſome 
amons you, fince it hath heretofore appeared to my ſhame , and confuſion, in places 
where you have paſt part of your life , and from which my body , or my mind ha's ne. 
ver been abſent, ſince that fatall engagement of my heart, to which 1 owe the greateſt 
part of my miſeries. The unfortunate Cradates Prince of the Caſpians was my Father, 
his name,l am fure,is not unknown to you , nor what he did againſt you in all the Bat. 
tels Darius fought againſt Alexander ; he was born his ſfubje&,, and I may truely fay, he 
was held in ſome- conſideration both by him , and by all the Princes of his Court; heal. 
ſo ſerv'd him with an inviolable fidelity till the end of his life, and till after hisdeath, 
never yielded to Alexanders fortune. ButI amto blame (continued ſhe) to fay itwss 
to his fortune , ſince to ſay truth, it was to his merit that he yielded. Ah ! who was able 
to reſiſt him , that Conquerour of men , that Maſter of bodies and of fouls , and that 
ſovereign Arbitratour of our deſtinies > Oh thart it had pleaſed the gods , that farall me. 
rit, which hath drawn me into this labyrinth of difaſters,had been leſs known tous, and 
that they had ſuffered poor Cradates to fall in that famous bartell of Arbella , wherein he 
ſhewed fo many proofs of his valour, and of his affection to the ſervice of his King, 
wichout prolonging his dayes to entangle his wretched family in thoſe miſeries whichac- 
companied it to the very laſt. It was, I ſay, afterthe death of great Darius, that my 
Father with his houſhold , and the remainder of thoſe Troups he had commanded, came 
to caſt himſelf at the Conquerours feet. Alexander received him very graciouſly, and 
by the kindneſs of his reception , did in part abate his ſorrow for the lamentableend of 
his Maſter, and wrought an ardent deſire in him, to ſerve him alſo with a fidelity like 
that,which he had born to his deceaſed King. I have begun my Storie in this place , with- 
out making any mention of the firſt years of my life , wherein there is nothing conſide- 
rable enough to be told you; and the rather, becauſe the condition Tamin , forcesmeto 
be thrifty of my ſpeech and ſtrength, that 1 may be able to relate the more important ac- 
cidents of my life, and not ſpend them in the recital of thoſe, which are but of ſmall mpor- 
rance. T had livedtillthoſe years quietly enough in the Province my Father commanded; 
bur at that change of our — , mine alſo received a particular change, and by 
a fatal ſighr I loſt that repoſe which 1 had till preſerved in all the troubles of our Coun- 
trey. I am going to make a confeſlion to you , my Lords , which perhaps will rather 
draw mockery from you than compatlion , bur if my folly cauſe ſome laughter 1n you, 
the ſad effects of it will in the end oblige you to ſome pity , and will make you umpute 
both my folly , and my misfortunes to the cruelty of ar debinics I will tell you then, 
that even in the remoteſt part of our Province , thereputation of Alexander had begun to 
cauſe ſdme diſquiet in my mind, and that being born with high ſpirit enough , an bred 
up with afame of ſome beauty , and of ſome qualities which'made me be accounted t9 

have ſomething lovely in me , T hadalſolofty thoughts, bur lofty with exceſs, and even 
with blindneſs. The fatteries of thoſe which called themſelves,my adorours,had fo puffed 
me up, that I diſdain them all , to fix my whole eſteem upon that Alexander , whoſe 
perſon was yet unknown to me, but whoſe reputation was already ſpread over all the 


earth ; Theard his exploits recounted with admiration ,' and when theytalK'd to me pov 
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oreatneſs of his courage , of that boiling , and generous ardor which made him ruſh 
headlong into the thickeſt of his enemies, of his moderation in viRtory, of his gallant 
faſhion , of his youth , and ot the grace which accompanied all his ations, I felt my heart 
ſenſibly won, and became an enemy to my Countrey , leſt with it I ſhould pray for 
che ruine of that lovely enemy , who began to extend his victory as far over my heart, as 
over our territories. This eſteem ſettled it ſelf in my ſoul with ſome diſquiet, and began 
to work deſires in me, which as, innocent as they were, rob'd me of my former repoſe ; 
1 could not forbearto take the part of that great King , even before thoſe who wiſhed his 
deſtruction , nor to ſet forth his praiſes in the hearing , even of his mortall enemies. 
1 remember I was often reprehended for'it by thoſe who had power over me , yet by 
their going abour to ſuppreſs my defires , they did but kindle them ſo much the more. 
In thele terms I ſtood , when my Father called me to him , and when he communicated 
to his family the deſign he had to caſt himſelf at the conquerours feet : [ was the firſt , who 
(with a more ſpectous pretence, covering the deſire i had to ſee that Prince) embraced 
Cradares his knees , and faid all that my paſſion could ſuggeſt to fortifie him in that re- 
ſolution. If theſe beginnings of my folly were ſo powerfull , judge what the progreſs of 
it was after the ſight of Alexander. Ibelieved him more handſome, and more lovely than 
he had been preſented to me ; me thought fame had done him wrong , and that, what ſhe 
publithed of him,was infinitely below the truth. O Gods! with what a Majeſty did here- 
ceive our ſubmiflions, and with what a grace did heraiſe us up , when we proſtrated our 
ſelves betore him? 1 know not whither my heart prepoſleſled with its former opinion of 
him, received that impreſtion through the powertull inclination it had to it , or whither 
it were an effect oi the merite of that Great man , or a decree of my deſtiny ; but what- 
ſoeverit were, that moment was the laſt of my liberty , and from an adorour of Alexan- 
ders gallant actions, I really became Alexanders caprive, his great imployments would 
not ſuffer him to hold any long converſation with us , yet was it not ſo ſhort, but that 1 
heard him diſcourſe a good while with my Father , and had leifure enough to ſwallow 
great draughts of that poiſon, which by degrees ſeized upon my heart , and quickly left no 
part of it untainted. When we were come away , his image remained ſtil] preſent ro my 
remembrance , and when by reaſoning I wauld have made ſome attempt to driveit thence, 
it ſereled it ſelf chere with a more abſolute Empire, and tormented me with more violence, 
andTyranny. Fooliſh Hermione , would 1 fay (for that's the name of this unfortunate 
woman that ſpeaks to you) fooliſh , and miſerable Hermione , what a blindneſs is this of 
thine , to precipitate thy ſelf with ſo little reaſon , and diſcretion into an unruly paſtion ? 
and what a weakneſs it is to yield thy ſelf with fo little reſiſtance to an enemy , from 
whom thou haſt no expeRation of mercie ? thou loveſt withour any hope of —— thy 
paſſion , nay, and even without hope of diſcovering thy paſlion ; thou that- art bur the 
mean daughter of Cradates , loveſt Alexander the Maſter of potent Kings, that con- 
querour ot all mankind , and the terrour of the world , he to whom the greateſt Princeſſes 
lving are ſlaves, and who nevertheleſs would not deign ſo much, as to turn the leaſt of 
his thoughts upon them ; Thou groundeſt thy hopes perchance upon the knowledge that 
Alexander is a man , that he is young , and that he is not unſenſible ; that thou art born 
of no contemptible family, and that thy lookinglaſs, and thy flatterers perſwade thee 
thou art fair. Alas ! though Alexander be a man , though he be young, he is a Warrier, 
he is fixt upon his conqueſts; and ifhe-be not unſenſible , he will be touched with love 
to another rather than to thee; and thou wouldſt yet be a veryer tool thanthou art , it 
the perfivaſions either of thy flatterers,or of thy glaſs , could make thee imagine thy beau- 
ty were inthe leaſt degree comparableto that of the Princeſſes of Perſia. By this kind of 
arguingI ſtrove to detend my ſelf againſt my growing paſlion , and I thence cafily drew 
the knowledge of my blindneſs , but not the power to withdraw my ſelf. 1 perceived, 
with as ſound a judgement, as one unconcerned, could have done , that *t was utterly in 
vain to hope for any thing by my love, and yet that knowledge could nor cureme of it, 
and I aw my ſelf in the end conſtrained to love without all hope , and to love, becauſe 
my reaſon had not power enough over my Soul to keep me from loving. Art-the ſecond 
light of Alexander my paſtion grew twice as ſtrong as before , end ar laft it became fo 
potent by my indulgence, that it made me abſolutely beſides my ſelf. We totlowed the 
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Army certain dayes , butthe King being deſirous , by obligations to engage my Father 
his ſervice , and reffific the truſt Te _—_ have in him Fn him to t Cite of "og 
canda , whereof, as of the neighbouring Province, he gave him the Government with | 
Authority to what Governours were wont to have under Darius. My Father received 
this favour from the King with great ſubmiſſion , and with an earneſt detire to ſacrifice 
himſelf for his ſervice ; but I received it as a ſentence of death , ſince it abiented me from 
my lovely Conquerour,and whenCradates,after having received his orders and diſpatches 
departed from the Camp, I was like to have ended my life at that cruel {eparation, 

Yet was it neceſſary to obey without murmuring , and without diſcoveringany thin 
to my Father of a diſquier , whichin ſtead of pity , would onely have cauſed hiscontemyt, 
and averſion toward me; I went with him to that Citie , which obeyed the Kings Orders 
without reſiſtance , and I looked upon it as the place of my impriſonment , or at the 
leaſt as the place of my baniſhment. Alas ! how many dayes did I paſs there, which 
to me were more gloomy than the darkeſt _ , and which 1 ſhould have blot. 
ted out of the number of my life , if all thoſe that ſucceeded them , had not been 
languiſh'd out in the like or greater misfortunes ! that adored Idea came alwayesin. 
to my imagination, with charms againlt which my reaſon was no longer proof; ſome. 
times I fancied Alexander at the head of his forces , preſling the flanks of Bucephalus 
with his ſword in his hand, his head ſhaded with Plumes , and his body glittering with 
poliſhed ſteel , except in ſome places where the duſt , and his Enemies bloud had dulled 
part of its luſter ; otherwhile I repreſented him to my ſelf at the top of a ſcaling ladder, lay. 
ing hold of a battlement, and throwing himſelf over a wall , whither he alone carried 
terrour and ruin to his Enemies; I often ſet him before my eyes ſwimming on Horſe-back 
through an impetuousriver, holding twodarts in his right hand , and caſting up aterri- 
ble look toward the bank extreamly ſteep, and covered with a million of men in Battalia, 
and in all theſe forms I imagined him alwayes with a divine aſpe& , and with an air breath- 
ing ſomething above humanity ; but from theſe reflexions falling into my ſadder thoughts, 
Alzender (would I ſay ſighing) is yet more lovely , is yet more ſparkling than thoucanſt 
fancie him , but alas ! he is not for thee; and the higher heis, and the more elevated 
above the common ſort of men, the leſs cauſe haſt thou of hope , the leſs cauſe of conſo- 
lation. I neverended theſe words without tears, and when I hear tell of the dayly 

reſs he made , whereot my Father often received news, and the perils , into which-he 
Yd precipitate himſelf , I trembled and quaked at the recital, and hardly made any prayers 
unto the gods, byt to conjure them to divert all thoſe darts, and all the points ofthoſe 
ſwords which might offend my lovely Conquerour. I kept my diſquiets a long time con- 
cealed, though they might have been obſerved in my very face, and in the alteration of my 
health ; but in the end 1 diſcovered them to old Theano my Nurſe, in whom alonel could 
with reaſon have any confidence. That good woman blamed my folly, and did all that 
ſhe could poſſibly to cure me of it ; but when ſhe found ſhe laboured but in vain, and that 
my paſſion grew ſharper by her oppoſing, ſhe reſolved to follow my inclinations, and to 
ſeek ſome redreſs for my diſcontent , as well by her endeavours , as by her conſolations. 

I lived on this manner , till Spitamenes came to Maracanda Spitamenes (purſued Her- 
mione with a ſigh) wasnot unknown to any of you , and they that have their lives 
with Alexander, as well asthey that have lived near Darius, may often have ſeen him in 
both Courts ; you know that he was friend to the treacherous Beſſus, and that after the 
deteſtable parricide of his King , whereof he was not abſolutely clear , he followed his 
fortune into Bactria ; but when Alexander was come into that Countrey, and that by the 
force of his arms he had made himſelf maſter of it, Spitamenes, a falſe friend to that diſloyal 
man , betrayed the Traitor in favour of Alexander , and to make his peace with him , at- 
ter he had cauſed his forces to revolt , he with Catenes and ſome others ſeized upon Bel- 
ſus,and carried him bound hand and foot to Alexander. Having found favour with 
Conquerour by means of this treachery , he continued for ſome time to follow him, but 

afterward Ts, by of the quiet he enjoyed underhim , and abuſing the favours he 
had received from him , he ingas new ſeditionsinthe Camp, and making the Dahzsriſe, 
helevied ſeven thouſand Bactrian Horſe , and with them marched toward Maracanda, £0 
get my Father to follow his example , and rebel againſt his benefaRour , and his _ 
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pardon me, O Spitamenes, if Irenew the remembrance of thy perfidiouſneſs, and be- 
eve that it is neither to injure thy memory, nor to ſeek to juſtitie my ſelf rhat I accuſe 
thee, but to make the truth known unto theſe noble perſons, who are as little ignorant of 
part of thy life as I my ſelf. Spitamenes being arrived at Maracanda, and having made 
himſelf known at the Gates, was received by my father his ancient friend, with all telti. 
monies of affetion ; and concealing his rebellion from him, he made him believe that 
by Alexanders order, and for his ſervice he was to lead thoſe forces upon ſome expediri- 
on whither he had ſent him ; my father receiv'd him into the Town, and into his houſe 
with all manner of welcome, and uſed him as a Brother, and as a man in whom he per- 
fely truſted ; nay, he was ſo imprudent, that he quartered ſome of his Troops within 
the Town, and the reſt hard by as commodiouſly as he could wiſh. The ſubtle Spitame- 
nes had already taken good order, to keep my father from being undeceiv'd, and ſent 
Horſmen abroad upon all the High-ways, to ſtop all thoſe, who by order from the King, 
or otherwiſe, might come to give him notice of his Revolt ; by this means it was con- 
ceal'd from him, and poor Cradates never ſhewed the leaſt miſtruſt. In the interim Spi- 
tamenes from the ſecond = became in love with me, or at leaſt feign'd to be ſo, to ad- 
vance his deſignes; and pre —— n the friendſhip my father bore him,and upon the 
power he believ'd him to have wit Lader nhocereting to his report, gave him Ar- 
nies to command;he diſcovered unto him his intentions toward me,and demanded me of 
him in marriage. The abuſed Cradates gave ear to the propoſition, and really believin 
that Spitamenes was in a high degree of fortune,and in great credit with the King,jud 
that he could not hope for a more advantageous match tor his daughter,and without tur- 
therdeliberation, or informing himſelf, how I ſtood inclined, gave him his word that I 
ſhovld be his wife.Spitamenes having had this promiſe, began to caſt loving glances at me, 
and co diſcover his affeRion ; but alas! how little was I in a condition to hearken to him, 
and with how great a coldneſs did I receive his proteſtations! That very evening my,fa- 
ther made me acquainted with his pleaſure, war commanded me to reſolve to marry him. 
The Gods know in what manner I receiv'd both that declaration, and that command, 
how many tears I ſhed at my fathers feet, and how many entreaties I uſed to get him 
his reſolution ; but that poor abuſed man, who believed himſelf engaged by his 
9, and who fancied —__ advantages to himſelf by that alliance, was inexorable 
tomy prayers, and being offended at my reſiſting of his will, redoubled his command, 
and to them added threats full of ſeverity. I paſſed all that might in deadly griefs, and a 
thouſand times invok'd my adored Alexander, to ask fatisfattion for the violence uſed 
againſt me. Theano could finde no way to comfort me, but repreſenting to me that I 
could not pretend by lawfull means to the poſſeſſion of him I lov'd, counſelF'd me to 
take Spitamenes, and obey my father. I had no mother to whom I might addreſs my com- 
paints, ſhe was dead many years before, and having made my moan to two young bro- 
thers I had, they blamed my reſiſtance, and lay'd before mine eyesthe duty I owed my 
father; they were ignorant how my hdart was prepoſſeſs'd, and believing as well as Crada- 
tes, that I ſhould have a very great fortune in Spitamenes,could not approve the difficulty 
| made in ſubmitting to his will. Till then 1 had lived, without knowledge of any crime, 
and inthat innocency of life, I believ'd, that without being extreme faulty, I could not 
Gſobey my father, to whom beſides my reſpe&, I had an Fes a very tender, and per- 
ket affection, to which he had obliged me by all manner of kinde uſage, and by teſtimo- 
nies of a moſt indulgent love. How great difficulry ſoever I found in withdrawing my 
thoughrs from that lovely obje& whereupon they were fixt, and how great an averſion 
ſoever his tyrannical proceeding had made me conceive againſt the Husband deſtined for 
me, I felt my ſelf roo weak to reſiſt thoſe that had an abſolute power over me; I 
"3s deſtitute of all ſhew of help,and not ſo fooliſh as to hope for any ſucceſs in my yu 
on tor Alexander.The knowledge of theſe things, after having ſufficiently wept, and tor- 
mented my ſelf,made me at laſt reſolve to undergo the yoke, which they ſtrove to impoſe 
upon me, and to diſpoſe my ſelf by that cruell neceſſity, to contend againſt my firſt affe- 
Gion,and labour to introduce that into iny heart, which duty ought to eſtabliſh in it. Why 
ſhould 1 keep you longer in this tedious part of my life ? Cradates atlaſt found me obedi- 
ent;Spitamenes by a hardviolence,and by the deſpair of my former paſlion,drew from _ 
the 
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the conſent he demanned, and my father who loved me dearly, and who would not have 
forced my inclinations, but out of a hope it would be much to my advantage, expreſe'd a 
oreat deal of ſatisfaction at it. The wedding was celebrated with pomp, and magnificence * 
enough, but Lucina, the Goddeſs of Marriages, preſided not at ours ; onely theturies held 
forth their Torches at that fatal alliance, and about our nuptial bed, whether I was lead a; 
a ſacrifice to the altar ; nor wasthere any thing heard bur night-ravens, ſchreech-o1;1; 
and ſucli birds of fatal preſage. In thoſe firſt days of our marriage Spitamenes ſtrove. 1: 
leaſt in appearance, by all manner of kindneſs, and teſtimonies of love, to make me - 9. 
prove of that by inclination, which I had done out of obedience or conſtraint, and «or. 
withſtanding all my repugnancy, he would at laſt have obtain'd it, and I ſhonld have 
forced my ſelf with reaſon to drive away that paſſion, which was fo great an enemy to 
my re C and to my duty,if by moſt horrible crimes,he,inſtead of the coldneſs i had to. 
ward him, had not introduced that bloudy hatred into my heart, which hath ſince prody. 
ced ſuch diſmall effe&ts. Here I ſhall onely recall many things into your memory, which 
without doubt you have heard before, bet ſince that for the moſt part they are not 
unknown to you, Iwill paſs them the more lightly over. Cradates now liv'd with Spita- 
menes as with his ſon, he truſted him with his moſt ſecret thoughts, and referred himſelf 
to him, both for the government of the Town, and for his moſt important affairs; and 
indeed who would have ſuſpected ſuch a horrid treachery, or who would have imagined 
that ſo much diſlimulation, and perfidiouſneſs could lodge in the ſoul of a man nobly 
deſcended. The eigth day after our marriage was hardly paſs'd, when Spitamenes found 
. meanesto bring in a great part of his forces at ſeveral gates, and when he had made 
himſelf ſtrongeſt in the Town where the Garriſon, and the Inhabitants were very weak, 
after he had given thoſe Orders to his men, which he reſolv'd ſhould be executed, he 
came attended by a great many followers, to finde my Father in his Chamber ; hethe 
day before had told him that he intended to march about the expedition Alexander had 
imployed him in, ſaying, it had been retarded by his Marriage, and my Father, whoſaw 
how much the Countrey was burthened with his Forces, was content to let himdepart, 
upon hope of a yo return ; at that time ſeeing him come into his Chamber, he be- 
liev'd he came to take his leave of him, but Spitamenes quickly put him out of thater- 
rour, and having deſired to ſpeak with him ; Cradates (faid he) I have hitherto dif. 
ſembled my intention, becauſe I was not yet in acondition to declare it to you, but now 
I muſt lay open my heart, and by my example oblige you to do what you ought, ſince 
our ancient friendſhip, and the alliance we have contracted, perſwades me to move you 
to it by ſuch ways as 1 ſhould not have made uſe of toward another. Know thenIam 
Alexanders enemy, that the Forces which follow me have taken Arms onely againſt him, 
and that if you have any loveto your Countrey, and any conſideration of your $01 10 
Law, you ought to take Arms for the one, and follow the fortune of the other. I was 
preſent at this diſcourſe of Spitamenes, and ſaw that my Father, not being ableto ſuffer 
the continuation of it, How Spitamenes (cried he) have you betray'd me then, and was 
it onely with this intent that you ſought my alliance? 1 asked your Daughter of you, 
(ſaid Spitamenes) becauſeI lov'd you, and 'tis becauſe I love you, that I yet once again 
intreat you to imbrace our party, and not to make them your enemies, whodo yet col- 
ſider you, and who are ſtronger in Maracanda than your ſelf. By theſe words, poor 
Cradates plainly found he was betray'd, and inſtead of anſwering to Spitamenes his p 
poſition: Ah ! Traitour, (cried he) the juſt Gods will puniſh thy perfidiouſnels, an if 1 
muſt fall, they ſhall ſee me die like a man, that was fairhfull to his Maſters till his 
lateſt breath. With theſe wordshelaid his hand upon the Hilt of his Sword; but cruel 
Spitamenes having already drawn his, ran him through the body, and made him fall 
dead at my feet, weltring in a ſtream of his own bloud ; my two Brothers were eager t0 
have revenged him, but thoſe that accompanied Spitamenes kill'd them preſently up0" 
the place, and at the ſame inſtant the !ignal being given, they began through the whole 
Town to drive out, and cut the throats of the Garriton, I make you Judges, my 
Lords, of the condition I was in at that time ; 1 ſaw my poor Father breath out his 
life in my arms, and my two poor Brothers fall murthered with divers wounds, the 


bloud of them all ſpouted forth upon me, and made me all over in a gore, but | pa 
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not long a beholder of that dreadful ſpeRtacle, for having ſcarcely had the ſtrength 
rogive {breek , I fellupon thoſe dear bodies, without ſenſe, or underſtanding, 1 knew 
not then , what was done in the Chamber where theſe cruelties were committed , but 
when 1 came out of my ſwound, Ifound my ſelf upon a bed , encompaſſed with a great 
many women, unto whoſe charge 1 had been delivered. As ſoon as I opened my eyes, I 
remembred the wofull objects I had ſeen , and you may believe,that at that horrid remem- 
berance, I neither ſpared my hair , nor my face , and that by all my a&tions, I gave ſuf- 
kcient teſtimony , that in the condition I was left in the world , I had but little love of 
life remaining ; 1 had ſeen thoſe perſons murthered before my eyes, who were the neareſt 
and who c——_ to be the deareſt to me in the whole world ; and I had ſeen them murther 

by the hands of him , who in ſpite of all his treacheries and cruelties , was ſtill my huf- 
band ; beſides the force of bloud , and the conſiderations of friendſhip, the condition I 
was in by that horrible revolution of my fortune ,. was very lamentable, I in thoſe dear 
perſons ad loſt all the ___—_— , and all the protection I had, and I ſaw my ſelf miſerably 
expoſed , and abandoned tv the mercy of that monſter , from whom I expected as bad a 
deſtinie. At that time, Ithought not of all theſe things , as being capable of very little 
ſence in that extreamitie of trouble ,. but fixing my ſelf onely upon thoſe fo late objects, 
and upon the bloudy Idea's , which I had ſtill freſh before ny eyes , I ſuffer'd my {elf to 
be totally poſſeſſed with grief, and with aſtoniſhment. As often as I named my poor 


* Father, and my poor Brothers , I deteſted rheir treacherous murtherer , and I made not 
. more complaints for them , than I powred forth imprecations againſt him : I kiſſed the 


bloud which wes yet upon my cloathes ; and left horrible marks thereof upon my face. I 
ſhould fear to weary you , my Lords, and perchance I ſhould not have. life enough to 
make an end of my recital, If I eadeavoured to repeat all the words which my deſpair 
made me bring forth ; and it will ſuffice me to tell you , that I paſſed all that day, and all 
the night following like a perſon utterly out of her wits , and had it not been for the hin- 
derance my women uſed when I was ſo violently tranſported , I had infallibly attempted 
upon my life : 1 had continued above thirty hours without taking any nouriſhment at all, 
when I was forced to it by the tears of my old Nurſe, who hanging about my knees , and 
ſighing by me , touched even me my ſelt with pity , whoſe condition was wofull enough 
to move compaſſion in all the world. That ſecond day was paſſed jult as the tirſt, and 
the next after , impudent Spitamenes preſented himſelt before me. O Gods ! with what 
a violence did that cruel fight waken my reſentments , I felt my ſtrength redoubled, and 
leaping from my bed , I ran to ſtrangle that Paricide with my hands, and without doubr, 
in Ne fary that tranſported me , I ſhould have periſhed by his ; or ſhould have made him 
run ſome hazard , but that 1 was ſtopp'd by thoſe women , who having held me back 
with much adoe , carried me by force, and laid me again upon my bed. Cruel Spitamenes 
was not at all moved at my a&tion, and being ſet down at a diſtance from me , he gave 
ear a long time without reply to the reproaches, and imprecations I vented againſt him : 
after 1 had faid all that rage could put into my mouth ; Perfe& thy crime (continued I) 
thou murtherer , ſtain'd with illuſtrious bloud , and with bloud, for which thou oughteſt 
to have ſhed, all that whichh runs in thine own veins ; ſend the diſconſolate Hermione af. 
ter her Father, and her brothers ; piercet his heart,an enemy to that Parricide hand,which 
but few dayes before, thou joynedſt to mine for a pledge of thy love, and which thou 
gaveſt to poor Cradates for an aſſurance of thy fidelity ; ſince it is with this noble re- 
compence , thou haſt re-paid the favours he did thee , and with theſe gallant CharaRers 
that thou haſt engraven in the memorie of mankind , the alliance which thou madeſ with 
him , ſpare not this remnant that js left ; and nouriſh not for thy ruin , a ſerpent that 
will devour thee, unleſs thou ſtifleſt it; know that thy life ſhall never be ſecure, fo 
long as Hermione is in the world , and that ſhe preſerves hers onely to aſſault thine , by 
all the moſt cruel wayes ſhe can invent. Ar this diſcourſe Clone! Shams, fained to 
be touch'd with repentance, and compaſlion ; and having looked a long time upon me 
without reply , Hermione (faid he at laſt) I am afflicted with thee for thy loſs , bur for 

the conſervation of my fortune and of my life , it was neceſſary for me to bize upon Ma- 
racanda ; and though I was already advertiſed that thy Father had betrayed me, and thac 

he had already promiſed to deliver me up to Ar YT ; I proteſt to thee that for thy 
B ſake, 
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take I would have pardoned him, and that I would not have drawn my Sword againg 
him, if he had not laid his hand upon his firſt, with an intention to have kild me, ſince 
he could not give me up alive into the power of my mercileſs Enemy ; I contributed noe 
to the death of thy Brothers, but they thetmſelyes ran headlong upon the Arms of thoſe 
that accompanied me. However it were, Hermione, if Cradates was thy Father, Spita- 
menes is thy Husband, and thou art more nearly tied to me, than ever thou wert to him . 
our intereſts, and our fortunes are henceforth inſeparable, and thou oughteſt to become 
an Enemy to all thoſe that were ſo to thy Husband. The fairhleſs Spitamenes ſpake on this 
manner, and to jnſtifie himſelf in ſome ſort, ſtrove ro blemiſh the memory of my Father 
by a horrible calumny ; but his innocence was too well known to me, and 1 could ng 
longer ſaffer the ſcandalous ſlanders of that diſloyal wretch. Ah ! Traitour, (cried 1) 
Traitour a thouſand times ; Traitour to Darius, Traitour to Beſſus, Traitour to Alexan. 
der, and moſt of all Traitourto the unfortunate Cradates, and to his deplorable Family, 
Spare at leaſt the honour of them, whoſe lives thou haſt inhumanely deſtroyed ; and 
contentthy ſelf with murdering their bodies, without murdering their Reputations in 
the grave ; our bloud never fuffered any reproach of perfidiouſneſs, and all that everit 
can apprehend, is the having receiv'd faithleſs Spitamenes into a Race, that tillthenwas 
without any blemiſh ; but let rhe rhunder of the Gods/bury-me with the reſt of our poor 
Family, rather than thou ſhould'ſt ever ſee Hermione acknowledge thee for her Huſ. 
band ; thouthy felf ſhalt acknowledge her to be a ny =, wg unto thy life by 
anunſhaken reſolution, and which will either pive thee eath in the middeſt of a 
thouſand Guards, or receive her own from thoſe abominable hands ; yer ſtain'd withthat 
bloud.to which thou wert ſo unworthily allied. 1 aid a great deal more to him withthe 
fame vehemence, bur he grew weary of hearing, and went out of the Chamber, telling 
methat his love made him pardon my being tranſported, and that time would reſtoreme 
reaſon, and bring me comfort. I continued many days in this condition, diſpoſing my 
ſelf to fiveno further than { was forced by the urgent intreaties of many that lo me, 
and teſtified much compaſſion of my musfortanes. Spitamenes was peaceable Maſterof 
Maracanda, where he had quartered moſt part of his men, and where Atexander,byres- 
ſon of his weighty imployments otherwhere, ſet him alone quietly for that time ; buthe 
was not in the leaſt degree maſter of my heart, and nornihfiandiog all the induſtry he 
uſed to make me forget my refentments, it was impoffible for himto effeR it, and 1 
conceiv'd ſo violent a hatred againſt him, that I conld not conſider him as other than the 
Butcherer, not onely of Cradates, and of ow Brothers, but even alſo of my ſelf; I fan- 
cied him with that blond which had been fo dear to me, and I continually 
fram'd horrible and dreadful Idea's of him to my felf, which waking and ſleeping came 
eternally into my rememberance ; in ſhort, allrhat a moſt juſt anger can produceina 
heart eſs'd with ſome averſion, imprinted it ſelf moſt deeply in mine, and 
I then took a firm reſolution to live for nothing elſe, but to take revenge, and to facri- 
fice tothe Ghoſts of my Father, and Brothers, that barbarous Fellow, who had nhu- 
manly maſſacred them before my = He viſited me every day, but I ſtill recey'd him as 
a Dragon ready to devour me, and if he forced meto ff rohim, I onely uttered fuch 
bloudy Reproaches, that any other ſon! but his muft needs have been touch'd by them, 
and which fo wicked an one as his would never have endured, if it had not before been 
touch'd with a violent paffion. Twas a Priſoner, thouph in appearance Iwas free, 
and if Thadnot known how much I was obſerv'd, and how carefully I was kept, 1 
ſhould have endeavoured to get out of Maracanda, and eſcape out of the hands of that 
barbarous man. The Gods know, and 1 call themro witneſs, that though Ihad married 
Spitamenes without any affe&tion, I had done all I could after we were married to baniſh 
from my heart the love I bore to Alexander har I had done all thar a diſcreet Woman 
could do to ſettle it intirely npon thar diſloyall man ; I could not hope to effect it ealily, 
but at leaft Thad raken a ſtrong reſolution to die rather than fuffer the ſmalleſt tho 
that could injure it. I continued that defign as long as he abſtain'd from murderingmy 
neareſt Friends; but after that he with their bloud had waſh'd our all the Charaters of 
that alliance, whichtied me to him, I believ'd my ſelf free from that engagement;and af- 


terward when my loſfes were no longer fo freſh,& tharrime ſuffered me alittleto _ 
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my thou hes from them, the image of Alexander came again into-my minde, but it 
came in fuch a way as made me inſtantly obſerve the difference there was between him, 
and Spitamenes ; [ made no oppoſition againſt its return, but drove out of my heart 
allthe thoughts 1 bad formerly had to love that Monſter, placing more noble and more 
glorious ones 1N theirroom. O Gods ! (cried 1) how. beautifull is Virtue in reſpe& of 
Vice, and how lovelyis my Alexander in reſpect of Spitamenes > Depart from me, O 
you unworth rememberances of the moſt unworthy of all men, and return to me, O 
dear Idea's of my gallant Conquerour ; we may ſubmit our ſelves to him without baſe- 
neſs, ſince the whole earth ſubmits it ſelf with us, and may kindle as much love in our 
heart for him, as wedo hatred againſtthe faithleſs Spitamenes. ,1 ſaid many other things 
inthe return of my pation, which my duty had labour'd to ſuppreſs, but now my re- 
ſentment had fortitied twice as much as ever. In the mean time Spitamenes endeavoured 
toreconcile meto him, and caus'd me to be In that by all manner of confice- 
rations I ought to forget all rhat was paſt, and give him the ſame place as formerly in my 
affe&tion, and in my bed ; but 'twas impoſlible tor him to obtain it 3 and one day when he 
preſſed me to it extraordinarily. Ceaſe Spitamenes (ſaid I) to defire what thou demand.- 
eſt, and believethart it ſhall onely be to kill thee in thy ſleep, if I receive thee into my 
bed. Spitamenes was touch'd with ſuch a threat, nd changing colour at that anſwer. 
This cruell obſtinacy (replied he) deſerves a very different uſage from that you receive 
of me, and you would finde few men in the world, who would not ſecure their own lives, 
bythe death of ſo dangerous an Enemy. Why doeſt thou not ſecure thine then (ſaid I) 
ſince thou haſt no other way left to do it ? I will firſt (anſwered he) try if reaſon, and the 
knowledge of my love, can reſettle you in your duty, and will not come to extremities 
againſt you, till my hopes are quite extinguiſh dan till I have clear'd my ſelf of all choſe 
Reproaches you might uſe againſt me ; but remember Hermione, that you ought not to 
thruſt a Husband upon theſe laſt Reſolutions, who loves you too well, and who by your 
ingratitude may be driven from one extremity to another. The cruell man knew that I 
wanted not matter of Reply to ſuch a Diſcourſe, but he would not ſtay for it, and going 
out of my Chamber, left me at liberty to digeſt his threatning, I was even as muc 
mov'd with that as with his flatreries, and neither the one, nor the other were able to di- 
vertme from the reſolution I had taken. 

Whileſt I liv*d thus with him, like an Ulyſſes in the Cyclops Cave, hereceiv'd intelli. 
gence that Alexander was ſending Forces againſt him, and that he was preparing to fol- 
low them at the heels himſelf, ro puniſh his perfidiouſneſs, and make him an Example to 
thoſe that might abuſe his mercy, as he had done : this news produced two very difterent 
effects in us; it much perplexed Spicamenes, though truly be was valiant, anda 
ſouldier ; but in meit caus'd ſome mixture of hope and joy; 1 hoped that Alexander 
would revenge me, and ſet meat liberty, that out of thoſe deteſted hands, I ſhould fall 
into handsthat were moſt dearto me, and that in that revolution of my fortune, I by 
avoiding the ſight of Spiramenes might enjoy the ſight of Alexander. Theſe thoughts 
reſtored ſome chearfulneſs to my countenance, - which was taken notice of by Spitame- 
nes, and though he had no ſuſpicions of my inclinations to Alexander, he nevertheleſs 
was much diſpleas'd with me, for the joy I ſhewed at the diſorder of his affairs, and not 
being able to diſſembleit ; You rejoyce (ſaid he) Hermione, but be not too haſty in your 
contentments, your fortune is yet very unſecure: It cannot chuſe but be very good (re- 
plied I) provided yours be bad, and if Spitamenes periſh, Hermione cannot be unhappy. 
By the like diſcourſes I exaſperated Spitamenes againſt me, and if he had not indeed had 
ſome paſſion for me ; whereof Ican neither tell you the name, nor explain the nature, 
'ris probable that being wicked, and cruell, as he was, he would not have ſpared me. My 

Nurſe was my onely conſolation, I truſted her alone with both my hatred, and my 
ove ; for though my hatred was publick, my love was known to'no body bit the faith= 
full Theano. Alexander made a great part of our converſation, and ſeeing-her alone 
with me one day in my Cloſlet, a thought came into my minde which Ineither could, 
nor would conceal from her ; What danger is there, Mother, (ſaid T) ſince Thave given 
my heart to Alexander, and that I have more right than others to call himto my telief, 
if Timplore that afliſtance which he grants to all perſons that are miſerable ; Hee'l lend 
Bbbbbb 2 an 
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an ear to me without doubt, when he ſhall know that I am Daughter to Cradates, who 
died for his ſervice, and whoſe ram gp has been the cauſe of my misfortunes. This 
rememberance will be conſiderable to him, and perhaps he will not diſdain the inclingi. 
ons | have for him, when he ſhall once come to know them: he has ſhewed civility, nay 

he has ſhewed affection to Women, whoſe birth was neither more illuſtrious, nor their 
perſon more lovely than Hermione's, what do we know, but that the Heavens, after ſuch 
cruell influences, may look upon us with more pity, and may have inſpired me with the 
Deſign 1 have, to deliver me out of all my miſeries at once; Let us hazard what Loye, 
and . a neceflity of my affairs pur into my minde, and by writing to Alexander the ſtate 
of our preſent condition, let us give him ſomenotice of that of my heart ; hemill with. 
out doubt be pitifull to the one, and perchance not inexorable to the other. 1 amforceg 
unto this Action by a Power which I cannot diſobey, and ſince that in the condition 3 
am in, my life is very unſafe, I ſhoulddie unfatistied, de ponomes gn 
querour ſome know of the Victory he has obtained over me; I will have him 
know, that even the leaſt of his Conquetts is not ſhamefull, and chat the Daughter of 
Cradates has a more noble ambition than to be the Wife of Spitamenes; yetiwill we 

manage what love ſhall make us write, with ſuch a difcretion, as ſhall ſecure us from his 

diſdain, and will make theſe adventrous Lines, ſpeak in ſuch terms, as ſhall not nakew 

bluſh for their preſumption. Onely dear Mother, think of ſome truſty Servant whomye 

may make uſe of in ſo important a buſineſs ; Ile put both my life and honour intohy 

hands, and in recompence of the ſervice he ſhall do me, I offer him a good part of that 

fortune the Gods ſhall fend me; it will not be hard for him to get out of this Tomn, 

while Spitamenes Enemies are yet afar off , and that rhe Guard at the Ports is nottog 

ſtrict, and he may eaſily finde out Alexander by the noiſe of his Conqueſts, and by tha 

Reputation which brings him near to the remoteſt places. After I had ſaid thus to The. 

ano, ſhe m_ ſome Difficulties that were not without colour, but my paſſion broke 

_— them all, and at laſt made the good Woman conſent to my deſires, and feek 

ſome tai perſon to ſerve me in them, ſhe judg'd the matter of ſuch conſequences 

was not to be truſted to any,but fuch an one as we had aſſurancein, and therefore 

having ſtudied long upon it, ſhe bethought her ſelf of her onely ſon, my foſter-brother, 

who had be en brought up with care enough in myFathers houſe, 8 who had ever born me 
an inviolable affe&tion. The woman was willing to hazard him for my ſervice,and as 
ſoon as ſhe had propounded the buſineſs to him, he with a moſt ardent zeal offered to ef. 

fect it for me. Theano had no ſooner br him to me; but I receiv'd him with 

ons worthy of his fidelity , and having told him once again of what nature,and of what 

im ce the ſervice was that he ſhould do me, 1 d of him with tearsinmy 

to be carefull of whar I truſted him withall ; 1 inſtructed him ar large in his Cometdine 
and having given him a good many of my Jewels, diſtniſs'd him to take order for his de- 
parture, whule I ſhut my ſelf up in my Clofer, to write that Letter whereof he was to be 
the Meſſenger ; but then I was even at my wits end, and I found my ſelf in thegreateſt 
trouble of the world to ſeek out terms to expreſs my ſelf, I repented my ahun- 
dred times, and as often reſoly'd upon it again ; Love had no ſooner inſpired me with 
words, but preſently ſhame ſtrangled them apain, and my courage had no ſooner made 
me write a lattle, but my fear made me ſtrike 1t out ; I never ſpent ſo much time about ſo 
few Lines, but in the end after a thouſand blottings, and a thouſand Conſuttations, I at 
laſt tiniſhed theſe words. 


T he unfortunate Hermione to Alexander the Great. 


| ih 1s not the Wife of falſe Spitamenes but the Daug hter of faithful Cradates that preſannes 
to write to you; If you abhorr the name of her Huſband, you have ſome conſideration of her 
Fathers memory, and if ber Huſband hes betray d you, her Father died for your MajeFties 
ſervice ; "tus therefore by the bloud of my Father, that 1 implore your juitice = my 
Huſband, and ſince it 1s the defting of Cradates his Family to the for Alexander, be plea#'d 
that the remainder of it may die free from any other yoke ſave what you have impoſed. It 
Jour Captive Sir that beggs her liberty nat * you have taken from her, bus that __ 
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rileſs Spitamenes refuſes her ; ſhe counts no other Priſon but yours ſupportable, and if for 
muit lvoe inchained, "11s onely in thoſe brave Chains, and in thoſe gallant Bonds wherewith 
her heart «s tied; her Body can no longer endxre to be ſeparated from ber Soul, that c the moi# 
eruell of all my Torments, and I ſuſfey leſs in the preſence wa Moniter imbrucd with my 
blowd, than 1 do for the abſence of Alexander ; Alas, Sir, how bold, and how ftrange is this 
Confeſſion, but your goodneſs without doubt will pardon it in a minde equally perplex'd with 
its misfortunes, and with its paſſions, and that ſame goodneſs will arm your with theſe 
thunder, which it uſes to dart at guilty heads, and will make you demand that from a barba- 
row man, which he detains from you, and which can be no bodzes but yours. T hoſe vittorions 
Ayms of the Conqueronr of all the world, and of my particular Conquerour, can never be 
imployed with more juStice ; and that infallible ſucceſs which waits upon the, cannot ſoun ſe 
lawful a Deſign, nor be refuſed by the Gods unto the Prayers of the unfortunate 
HERMIONE. 


When I had ended this Letter, I found it ſo far fromthat modeſty which I had propo- 
ſed unto my ſelf, that I was going to have writ another, and have torn theſe words, 
which made me bluſh with 6. and perhaps I ſhould never have refolv'dto 
ſend them, if Theano and her ſon had not come in to me; they utterly overcame all my 
{cruples, and that poor young man, who burn'd with a deſire to ſerve me, me in 
fuch manner, that after having inſtructed him in his Commiſſion, and in the Relation he 
ſhould make unto the poo res. the misfortunes of — putthar fatal Let- 
terinto his hands, and diſmiſs'd him. He went his way, after he had promiſed, that he 
would either procure my ſatisfaRtion, or die for my ſervice, and I remained in a great 
confuſion, both for the boldneſs I had taken, and for the uncertainty of the Event. I 
trembled in ſo doubtfull an expeRation, and good Theano endeavoured to ſettle my 
fears, and laid aſide her own to give me ſome conſolation : part of the = was paſled in 
this imployment when I was ſurpriſed with a moſt dreadfull peacle. I faw (O Gods, I 
tremble at this horrible rememberance) 1 ſaw cruell Spitamenes come into my Ch 
ina poſture, which cannot return into my memory without making me quake with ter- 
rour ; his eyes, and his whole face glowed with a colour like fire, his Cloathes were all 

, in one of his hands he held the Letter I had written ſome few hours before, and 
inthe other the Head of my unfortunate Meſſenger. Conſider, my Lords, what an aſto- 
niſhment I was in at ſo ſtrange an encounter, and ſupply my weakneſs, which will not 
ſuffer me to repreſent it to = I was ſtrucken cold, and unmoveable, like ſorrowfull 
Niobe at the loſs of her deplored Family, and at the firſt was neither ſentible of grief for 
the miſchief I had cauſed, nor of fear for the danger that threatned me. In the interim 
inhumane Spitamenes coming toward me, when he had put the Head which he held by 
the hair cloſe to my eyes to make me know it, he threw it at Theano's feet, and at the 
fame time ſhewing me the Letter, See here (ſaid he) Hermione, ſec the recompencethou 
= to thoſe that ſerve thee, and behold the gallant marks of thy fidelity co thy Huſ- 

; thus it is [uſethoſe that undertake fuch honeſt imployments for Spitamenes his 
Wife, and *tis by proofs of this nature that I can know chaſte and modeſt Women like 
Hermione. I was fo troubled both by the ſight of fuch fright full objects, and by the cries 
of Theano, who kifling her ſons bloudy Head, fill'd my Chamber with moſt lamentable 
exclamations, that Thad neither ſtrength nor confidence to anſwer Spitamenes. Conſi- 
der (faid he to me) whither this Husband , to whom thou daily uſeſt bloudy Reproach- 
esof Cruelty, ought nowto ſtand in fear of them, for having puniſhed a double perti- 
diouſneks like thine ; and whither thou canſt diſavow thy being convinced both of an 
adulterous Deſign, and of a Conſpiracy againſt thy Husbands kite ; ſee, how to ſacisfic 
thy hatred, and to content ſhamefall paſſion , thou doeſt not onely five vp my life, 
and thy honour, bur to facrificethe one, and unworthily to proſtitute the ogher, thou 
wooeſt, (baſe, and mean ſpirited Wretch) thou ſueſt to an Enemy that deſpiſes thee ; 
Know that it is not to diſhoneſt, and diſloyall Women that Alexander giveskis eſteem, 
and his affections; and that as much his Enemy as I am, I maſt ackno m6 bave 
a virtue which oppoſes all thy hopes. He that punifhed the Murderers of Darws, more 
cruelly than thoſe of King Philip his Father, EI. noms. * 
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it be to his advantage, and the deſtiny of Beſſus, ſhould have ſerv'd for an Example to 
the Wife of Spitamenes. With ſuch like Diſcourſes Spitamenes aggravated my ſorrows 
and having by the length of them given me time to ſhake off part of my aſtoniſhment 
I at laſt recovered courage, and looking upon him with a more aſſured countenance than 
before ; Think not (faid 1) tv confound me by thy Reproaches, nor to terrifie me þ 
Threats ; theſe Crimes thou accuſeſt me of are not new unto thy knowledge, this is not 
the firſt day thou kneweſt that Cradates his Daughter was the mortal Enemy of his Mur. 
derer ; this Attempt thou upbraid'ſt me with, is onely againit the Butcherer of my near. 
eſt Friendſt, and not againit my Husband ; The Gods torbid that ever I ſhould acknow. 
ledge thee by that name, their Bloud has waſhed our all the marks thou hadſt of it, and if 
] were guilty of that affe&tion thou condemneſt me of, it ſhould be to the Gods, and nor 
to thee, that I ſhould juſtifie my ſelf for it ; I ow no fidelity to him, who by horrible pa. 
ricides has extinguiſhed all thoſe Obligations, and I ceaſed to be thy Wife, from the time 
that thou diveſtedſt thy ſelf, both of the nature and quality of my Husband. Afeer the 
misfortune of Cradates, who was neither more guilty, nor leſs in thy power than, thou 
needeſt not think it ſtrange, that Irtry all manner ot ways to get out of thy hands, and 
that I call for help to him who of all men living is beſt able to give it me, and from 
whom, being intereſled in our misfortunes as he 1s, I may moſt lawfully hopetoobtain 
it : if thou haſt ſhed the bloud of a faithfull ſervant, and of the innocent Meſſenger of 
thy intentions, be neither the more fierce, nor the more ſatisfied for that, and believe 
chou aggravateſt thy Crimes onely for thy greater puniſhment, and that if thoulerreſt 
me continue in the world, I will be revenged for him, as alſo for my Father, and my Bro-. 
thers. This Torrent of words which 1 pour'd forth impetuouſly, and in which Sptame- 
nes, for all his rage and fury, ſaw a great deal of juſtice, abated his violence a little, andif 
they werenot able to make him more milde, or more cholerick than before, they were 
powerfull enough to ſtrike him to confuſion, yet did he ſtrive to diſſemble it, and labour. 
ing to put himſelf into his former termes, Think not wicked Woman (faid he) to juſtifie 
thy ſelf by theſe weak Reaſons thou alleadgett ; thou art but roo plainly convincedof 
ewo crimes, the leaſt whereof is _ of Death; and perſevering as thou doeſtto 
work my ruine, thou wouldſt perchance ſcarce finde one in the whole world, from whom 
thou couldſt hope for ſo much mercy as thou receiveſt from thiscruell, this barbarous 
man ; I will let thee out-live thy Crime, to the end thou mayſt have no advantage over 
me, andthat henceforward our Reproaches may be equal, ſince our faults are equal : 
when thou telleſt me of Cradates, Ile put thee in minds of Alexander, but know thou 
hopeſt in vain, both for his help, and his affe&ion ; I amcontent to let thee live, ſo long 
as thoulive for none but me; bur if I ſink under Alexanders fortune, thou ſhalt be ſure 
to keep me company to my Grave, nor will I leave thee in the World, in a condition to 
laugh with thy Lover, at the Defeat of thy Husband ; pray therefore to the Heavens for 
my proſperity, if thou wilt pray for thine own ſafety. 1 give thee this wicked Womans 
life (continued he, pointing to Theano) and though ſhe deſerve Death, 1 am fatisfied 
with having puniſhed her by her ſons, for the — and aſliſtance ſhe has given thee. 
Having faid theſe words, he went out of my Chamber, and left me little moved with his 
— but deeply aMicted, both with fear of never ſeeing Alexander, and grief 
for poor Theano, whom for a reward of her ſervices, and of the nouriſhment I hadre- 
ceived from her,l unfortunately had deprived her of her onely ſon. The poor Woman = 
upon the floor, keeping the Head in her hands, and mingling her tears with the bl 
which ſtillran from it, was a hideous and horrible ſight to behold. I took her in mine 
arms, and adding my tearsto hers with much affetion, Mother (ſaid 1) Iam not ableto 
give you any valuable comfort in this loſs I have cauſed you, and unleſs I could reſtore 
you what Ihaverobbed you of, I know not how in the world to make you amends, but 
1 proteſt to you by allthe Gods that hear us, by the ſoul of Cradates, and by the tender 
affection I haveever born you, that your intereſts ſhall from henceforth make the beſt 
part of mine, that I will be as eager to revenge you as my ſelf, and that I will periſh very 
ſhortly, or appeaſe the Ghoſts of my Father, and of your ſon, by the bloud of their 
Murderer. Though theſe words were not ſufficient to quiet that poor Woman, yet did I 


perceivethey had wrought ſomerhing upon her, and that ſhe found ſome ſweetneſs in i 
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promiſe T made her ; I ſpent the reſt of the day with her in condoling the diſaſter of that 
poor young man , whom I unhappily had facriticed to my misfortunes, and the day 
after we had imployments of another nature. 

Spitamenes _— notice, that Alexander had fent Menedemus againſt him, and that 
he was already upon his march toward Maracanda with his Forces , reſolved to go forth 
with his , to meet him, and to wait for him in ſome advantageous place , fit for an am- 
buſh which he meant to lay , and into which Menedemus muſt neceffarily fall. The 
Troups were no ſooner ready but Spitamenes, compell'd me to go out of my Chamber; 
and putting me with certain women into a Chariot encompaſſed with Guards , took me 
along with him the way he march'd; he had with him four thouſand BaQtrian horſ-men, 
whom he cauſed to carrie behind them as many Dahzs lightly Arnfd , and expert Ar- 
chers , who yielded little to horſes in fwiftnefs , and who had ordet to alight at the very 
beginning of the charge , and to encloſe the Enemies on the right ſide, and on the left ; 
That day having made a wy long march , we catne to the place of Ambuſh in the be- 
ginning of the night , and the very next morning imprudent Menedemus arrived there ; 
| will notentertain you, my Lords, with the particularities of that buſineſs , 1 have al- 
ready told you that I am but a Souldier by accident , and beſides thoſe paſſages are as 
well known to you as to my ſelf. You have heard that Spitamenes his Stra rook 
the effec projeted , that the Macedonians were ſhut up on three ſides , that the 
fudden furpriſe of the Dahzs deprived them of all means to fight , that Menedemus,ſeing 
himſelf overeach'd , and aſhamed to have an Enemy more fubtill chan himſelf , made 
amends valiantly with his own perſon , and after having ſlain a great many of his Ene- 
mies, fell dead amongſt them with an infinite number of wounds he had receiv'd , that 
after the great defeat , a ſmall number of your men , having gained a place of reaſonable 
—_— , Capitulated with Spitamenes , after which that faithleſs fellow , contra« 
rieto his word given , put them all to the ſword. 

Here Antigonus ſpeaking to help Hermione's weakneſs. We ſaw the bloudy marks 
(aid he) of aket you foccindHly related , within a few dayes after , where we found all the 
Macedonians , and their valiant Commander Menedemus, (who had been our friend 
and companion) full of honourable wounds ; and the King,who view'd the place of that 
defeat in perſon , after having given ſome tears, to their deplored end , and loudly fworn 
torevenge it , caus'd tombesto be rais'd for them, and funeral honours to be perform'd 
with great magnificence. 

Aker that defeat ( continued Hermione) Spitamenes return'd to Maracanda , but 
would not ſtay for Alexander there , knowing himſelf to be but weak in that Countrey, 
where he had little credit and Authority ; wherefore having given order that the Trou 
which he had left behind ſhould follow him, he march'd toward Badia, which Calſe- 
nes, and he had cauſed to revolt , and where he knew he ſhould find a retreat , with 
men and Towns at his devotion. In the mean time he carried me along like a Captive, 
though he was carefull enough of my perſon , and that ſometimes by Aatteries , and 
ſometimes by threats , he endeavoured to alter my inclinations , but -= were ſtill firm, 
and inſtead of mollyfying me towards him , I was every day ſolicited by the afflicted 
Theano , to take the revenge I had promiſed her, the deſire whereof was too deeply in- 
go in my heart to ſtand in need of any folicitation. This thought , and that of 

lexander , took up my memorie perpetually , and whatſoever ſhould become of me 
after the defeat of Spitamenes , I begg'd nothing of the gods bur the arrival of his Ene- 
mies; I blamed their ſlowneſs every day , and complained againſt Alexander for bein 
ſo careleſs in revenging theinjuries that were done him , and conſidering that he 
other matters enough in hand , which were ſufficient to retard him. We wandred 2 
long time up and down BaRria , where Spitamenes recreuted his Army , and when he 
thought he was able to defend himſelf, he ſtay'd at Nicea the beſt Town in all the Coun- 
rey, and incamped his Forces about it. He had not been there long, but he heard that 

exander was coming with great marches toward him; that intelligence did not much 
mas, = him , and not being willing to fly before him any longer , he reſolved to expect 
him bol . and bury himſelf in the ruins of that Citie ; he caus'd the fortifications to 
be carefully repaired , furniſh'd the place with Arms and Vitals, made Forts,and _ 
a £00 


16 CASSANDRA, Paxr 111. 


a good line round his Camp, forgetting no of an expert Commander. This news 
joy'd me very much, and Spitamenes, in whom jealouſie already was very powerfull 
finding the marks of it in my face , reproached me with it my day. Thou knoweſt noe 
what thou rejoyceſt at (would he ſay to me ſometimes) for if thou foreſaweſt thy deſtiny 
thou wouldſt curſe the very approach of Alexander. He often threatned me 6n this 
manner , and then within a whilecoming to himſelf again , and letting himſelf be over. 
come by ſome remainders of paſlion , he would begin to flatter me, and changing his 
voice and countenance ; Hermione (would he ſay) our injuries are equal , let us for 
them equally ; do not thou any more remember that I kill'd Cradates, and I will neyer 
more think of thy being in love with Alexander. Sometimes I deigned not ſo much as to 
anſwer him , otherwhile I replied ſo ſharply , that he would fall into a rage , and to his 
furious humour. In the interim , the time ſo much deſired by Hermione came at laſt,and 
we ſaw thoſe Arms appear , that were victorious over the better part of the world. 
Fierce Spitamenes reſolving to go forth with ſome of his Cavalery to meet the formoſt 
Troups , came into my Chamber compleatly Arm'd , and rowling his eyes, which 
breath'd nothing but bloud , and {laughter : Hermione (faid he) 1 atn going to make 
thee ſport , and perhaps thou wilt know to day,whether I can defend my ſelf both againſt 
forreign , and domeſtick Enemies ; Arm thy prayers in favour of them thou loveſt 
beſt , and if thou wilt , behold from the top of our walls the ſacrifice I prepare for thee. 
He went out of my Chamber with theſe words , and I was not at all unwilling to grant 
what he lamented Our houſe ſtood agen the skirts of the Town, and fromthe _ 
windowes, one might diſcover the neighbouring fields, as far as the ſight wasable to 
reach ; Spitamenes had no ſooner left me , but 1 went up with Theano,. and caſting my 
eyes upon the plain , 1 ſaw my cruel jaylor go forth at the head of his men , and marchin 
good order towards his Enemies. Go perfidious man (faid | ſeing him ride on) go, finde 
a too glorious funeral under the Arms of my gallant Conquerour , and make him bluſh 
at ſo ſhameful a Victorie ; thy deſtiny. will be coo noble if thou falleſt in this'occaſion, 
and even thy very death will work an envy in Hermione. He was not yet far off, when 
Theano made me obſerve the duſt which roſe under your horſes feet, and within awhile 
after,] diſcern'd the ſhining of your Arms ; yet were you at ſo great a diſtance,that we 
could ſee you but very confuſedly. Arthat light I felt a beating at my heart, which te- 
ſtified the inward alterations of my Soul , and celebrating your approaches with ſighes. 
O Theano (cried I) ſee yonder is he we have ſo much deſired ; that Maſter of my heart, 
and that odored objeR of all my prayers, and of all my thoughts ; without doubt he is at 
the head of thoſe Troups which we begin to perceive , there it is, he is moſt commonly 
found , andthere it is, that by his preſence he conſtantly leads on victorie; ſee how the 
Sun, to add luſtre to his Triumphant Arms, is more beautyfull and ſparkling to day than 
ordinarie, all things contribute to his glorie and advantage, pas her {elf, in 
whom common perſons find ann but inconſtancie, hath chang'd her nature in fa- 
vour of him, and hath yielded her ſelf a flave unto his vertue. In the mean time I ſaw 
Spitamenes draw uptoward you, and within a while after the duſt roſe thicker than be- 
fore, and thesky was ſo obſcured, that we loſt ſight of both parties; Then we were con- 
fident they were fighting with the Macedonians , and then we moſt ardently redoubled 
our prayers, and wiſhes. Within an hour we found that darkneſs draw nearer to us, 
and afterwards when we could more eaſily diſtinguiſh obje&ts , we ſaw Spitamenes fly 
full ſpeed , with his men toward the Citie , and the Macedonians at their heels eagerly 
proſecuting their victory. That ſight begot an unperfe& joy in me, as ſoon as the 
wicked fellow was near enough to be known , and though his \ Racks gave me ſome con- 
tentment, I could much more earneſtly have wiſh'd,that ſome Macedonian Javeline might 
have ſtopt his flight, and that he hen gnawing theearth , upon which he had lett a 
ood many of his companions. Look there, (ſaid, I Theano ſeing him enter the Gates) 
old the Valiant man that prepared me ſuch bloudy ſacrifices | Oh how pleaſing would 
this ſacrifice have been to me , if he had been the Victime ; In this interim he wasret 
into the Town with ſome of his men, and the Macedonians, who but for that obſtacle 
would have forced their enterance , at their coming up were ſtopt by their Enemies en- 
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could not ſo eaſily be taken , and in the mean time all their Forces arrived , and the 
Commanders diſpoſed the order of their encam ing. In that imployment my eye ſtill 
ſought for Alexander , and me thought I knew him by the —_— of his Arms , by 
the number of Macedonians that followed him , and by his performing the Office of Ge- 
neral ;- 1 ſaw white Feathers wave = his cask,whoſe ſhining,oppoſed to the ſun-beams, 
could not but dazle the eyes of thoſe about him ; I ſaw him come through a cloud of Ar. 
rows to the very edge of the works , where I am contident he troze a thouſand hearts, 
and by his preſence ſtruck a terrour into thouſands of men , whom the depth of their 
moats were not able to defend againſt ſo dreadfull an Enemy. O Gods! how did that 
ſight renew my wound , and how gracefull did I think him in that encounter , though 
the diſtance was a little too great to make any particular obſervations; I ſigh'd ; I trem- 
bled, I changed colour a hundred times in a moment, and by all my actions 1let Theano 
ſee that I was no more my ſelf. Ah ! Mother (faid 1) 't is he without doubt , and though 
he were not to be known by ſo many marks, my heart ſhows me him better than my eyes, 
that ſlave to an illuſtrious Maſter inſtantly felt his approaches, and by a miraculous in. 
ſtiz& , found him out in the middeſt of all his Troups ; do but conſider that divine pre. 
ſence of the Son of Jupiter Hammon , behold that brow _ of ſo many Laurels) 
which he lifts up towards us with ſuch a lovely fierceneſs , ob erve how he puts forth his 
right hand toward the ramparts, and by that threatning action , ſends mortal terrour 
into the Soul of theſe revolred wretches : the brave Achilles never looked like him , when 
on the deck of the Grecian ſhips ; he by his preſence alone — the Trojans, both of 
courage, and of victory, and made them forſake the tire , which already was devouring 
their men of War. ah ! my gallant Conquerour (continued I) thou art ignorant of part 
of thy victories, nor knoweſt thou that the advantages thou winneſt upon our out. 
works, are much leſs entire than thoſe thou haſt already got within our walls; I had no 
rampart able to defend me againſtthee , nay, Leven yielded my ſelf to thee, without put- 
ting thee to the trouble of a blow. Ah, would it pleas'd the gods theſe Gates were as 
open to thee,as my heart is, and that without incurring any danger, thou wert as much 
maſter in this Cirie , asthou artin this Soul of mine: I brought forth theſe words with 
ſo much vehemence , and Theano's eyes and mine accompanied my thoughts o tixedly, 
that we perceiv'd not Spitamenes his entering into the Chamber. He had harken'd to 
the laſt words I ſpoke, and not being able , (in that confirmation of my love, and in the 
ill bymour he was in for the loſshe had ſuſtain'd) to retain the furious motions of his 
choller , he ran to me with his ſword drawn , and preparing himſelf to take away my life: 
Now it is (cried he) O difloyal woman, that thou ſhalt receive the reward of thy infide- 
lity, and that thou ſhalt give that impure Soul unto thy Alexander , which thou alread 
haſt abandoned to him. I confeſs I was more ſurpriſed at this accident , than I can tell 
which way to repreſent , and thoughtill then 1 had not much feared death , his preſence 
made it ſo gaſtly ro me , that I was quite void of courage , or reply. $ aq wry ns catch'd 
hold of my hair with his left hand , and lifting up his right, wherein he held his ſword, 
wasgoing to part my head from my ſhoulders, when he telt his arm laid hold on behind, 
he 4 about furiouſly toward him that hindered the effefting of his reſolution , and 
ſaw Timocrates ſtanding by him , in whom of all his Captains he had greateſt contidence. 
What will you do Sf, fall Timocrates. Let me alone, (replied Spitamenes more furious 
than before) let me kill this faithleſs woman , before ſhe rejoice in my utter defeat, and in 
the ſhame ſhe prepares me. With thoſe words, he got looſe from Timocrates, and would 
infallibly have executed his defign , if many others of his friends had not come into the 
Chamber, and oppoſed hisintentions , they altogether had enough to do to diſſwade 
him , and he ſtill dragg'd me bythe hair , who was nearer death than life , abating no- 
thing of his obſtinacie tor all their intreaties. 

Hermione in this part of her recital was interrupted by the paſſionate Demetrius , who 
cried out , O gods ! where wereall the thunders at that time , or if you wanted thunders, 
where was Demetrius > The young Lover ſaid onely theſe few words with an enflamed 
look, and Hermione proſecuting her ſtorie ; The more earneſtly Spitamenes his friends 
(continued ſhe) importuned him to ſpare me, the more inexorable did they find him, 
but when they had long preſs'd, and conjured him , not to beſo haſty in a buſineſs which 
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he might execute another way , I grant you (ſaid he at laſt) ſome part of what you deſire 
notthe life of this falſe woman , who fhall ſurely die for the expiation of her crimes, hu 
the delay you begg , and a change of the kind of her death ; my revenge would neither be 
handſome, nor perfe& , if I ſhould foul my hands in her impure bloud , therefore I wit 
have her die by hands that are dearer to her , to morrow Vie make a oo þ am the Ene. 
mies , where ſhe ſhall march at the head of our party , and receive the firſt ſtorm of ther 
encounter; ſhe ſhall either fire her Alexanders Tent her ſelf , or fall under the Arms of the 
Macedonians; and if ſhe give back, or refuſe to advance, this ſword ſhall ſtill beready to 
execute what you have deferr'd. A for this kind of death (purſued he turn. 
ing toward me) and freely offer to Al rs ſword that heart , which thou haſt given 
him ; I cannot do thee a more acceptable ſervice ,than to deliver thee to thy Lover, and j 
my ſelf will take care to condudt thee to his Tent. This was his laſt reſolution, & notywith. 
ſtanding all the attempts of his friends to divert him from it , *t was impoſlible for them 
to obtain any more of him. Before he went out of the Chamber,he put me into the hands 
of the Eunuch Strato , Captain of his Guards , a Valiant man , whom he commanded 
upon pain of death, to watch by me all night, with a hundred of his Souldiers. Until 
this part of my life , I had never ſhowed coo much apprehenſion of death , but I mult 
conteſs my weakneſs, nor do I think it ſhametull in a woman , I was then extreamly af. 
frighted at it , and formed ſo cruel an Idea of it in my imagination , that I was not free 
from ſome of thoſe thoughts, which are uſual in perſons that are much in love with life. 
As ſoon as Spitamenes was gone out , Strato brought me to my Chamber , where 

ſently all objeRts appeared fatal to me ; by Spitamenes his command all my women left 


of the cauſe of my death , and if he might but one day learn with what conſtancy , and 
firmneſs Idie his, I ſhould not be utterly unhappy ; he would certainly ſhed a great deal 
of bloud for my revenge, and perchance ſame tears out of compaſſion. O! 4 
how glorious would my deſtiny be, if I could make thee ſhed but one , and ifrhon didſt 
but ſay at the relation of this news,[ lament the fortune of this poor woman; but alas how 
different are our thoughts , thou without doubt inyolveſt Spitamenes his whole family i 
his perfidiouſneſs , and will't equally bear the ruine of thoſe that have betray'd thee, and 
deſtruction of thoſe that have loved thee. I was buried in theſe thoughts , and preparing 
my ſelf with all the conſtancie I had left for that death, which I believed inevi when 
Strato, whoſe guards were at my Chamber dore came toward me , and ſeing hecould not - 
be over-heard by any body but Theano , who was not fuſpe&ted ; Madam, (faid he) 
may ſave your ſelves, but you muſt have courage to undertake a daring enterprile. I 
ever obſerv'd ſome good will in that man toward me , and I then called to mind that be 
had received ſome Obligations from Cradates , whereofhe ſtill had preſerved cheremem- 
berance ; This freed me of any ſuſpicion I might have had , that he talk'd fo to ſound 
me, and therefore Ireplied. Oh ! Strato, there is nothing 1 would not do, to hinder Sp- 
tamenes from having the ſatisfaction to deſtroy Cradates his whole family , you muſt then 
kill Spitamenes , (faid Strato) I ſee no other way open to your ſafery , and by that you 
ma ave your life, and take the revenge youhave ſo much deſired. I was farpriſed 
atthat propoſition , and though according to my opinion , I ought to have received it 
with joy , I wasſtrucken when I heard ſpeak of taking away my Husbands life: how great 
hatred ſoever I bore ,him ; I did not naturally love bloud, and though I wiſhed his death, 
I found not my ſelf bold enough to give it him. Theano feing me in this confalion, Was 
troubled at it, and coming towards me with ſomething a furious ation. What, Madam, 
(faid ſhe) do you conſult {till upon this propoſition , and when as to ſo many reaſoas of 
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Ah! Theano, (replied 1) I am no leſs an Enemy to Spitamenes than I haveever been, and 
1 could wiſh he were out of the world, fo I had not the guilt of killing him, he is the 
Murderer of my Father, and of my Brothers, but yer he is my Husband, aud 1 cannot re. 
ſolve to imbrue my hands in his bloud, without an exceeding great violence upon my 
{\f. Ah! Madam (anſwered.Theano) drive away theſe Chimera's from your minde, and 
fear noremorſe for a couragious and a virtuous Action ; you ow this Revenge to your 
Father, and to your Brothers, nay, and you ow it even to me alſo, who have facrificed my 
onely ſon unto your intereſts, and who yet bear in my heart every drop of that bloud 
which he ſhed for you ; and moreover remember that” if you do it not, you muſt dieto 
morrow, and die as an infamous Woman, and as an Adultereſs at the head of two Ar- 
mies. Theano beſides theſe, uſed ſo many other Arguments to me, and did fo aggravate 
the Cauſes I had to free my ſelf of that barbarous man, that in the end I conſented to all 
ſhe deſired, and asking Strato what order we ſhould take in the buſineſs, he inſtructed ns 
in the manner, you ſhall hear by the continuation of this Diſcourſe. 

As ſoon as Spitamenes was retired to take that reſt in his bed, which he was capable of 
in that condition of his affairs, Strato,who commanded all his Guards, went to thoſe that 
were wont to watch about his Perſon, and m_ an abſolute credit and authority with 
them, hetold themthat Spitamenes had commanded himto ſend them to another part of 
the Town, about a buſineſs which he invented, and giving them charge to go thither pre- 
ſently, and to expect his Orders there, he feigned that in their ſtead he would put ſome of 
thoſe ſouldiers which had me in their my ; they obeyed him without Reply, and left 
Spitamenes his Quarter deſtitute of any y that could defend him;within a while after 
he returned to them that guarded me,and reſerving to himſelf onely four or tive of whom 
he was aſſured,and to whom he had in part communicated his Detign, he ſent the reſt to 
ſome other place by the ſame deceit, & ſo having freed himſelf of all thoſe that might hurt 
us,he came into my Chamber to me,accompanied with them that were to aſliſt us in that 
Deſign. I trembled from head to foot when 1 ſaw him enter, & felt ſo great a re ugnance 
againit thatEnterpriſe,that bur for che inſtigations ofthe revengefulTheano,l ſhould ne- 
ver have reſolved upon it. Madam, (faid he)now it is that your courage is needful, & that 
you muſt diligently lay hold of an occaſion,whichcan never be recovered if you let it eſ- 
cape. Ah! Strato(cried1)my courage fails me in this Execution, pray letus ſeek ſome other 
way to get out of Spitamenes his hands. If you had longer time marr Strato) perhaps 
ſomething might be thought on, but you have onely the remainder of this night, all the 
Gates are guarded,& the Walls ſo thick ſet with Souldiers, that we have no paſſage open. 
When Spitamenes is killed, & hisDeath concealed, provided I be at the head of myGuards, 
Ve make you as free a way as you can deſire, and I have credit enough among thoſe thar 

watchatthe Ports, to perſwade them that I do nothing without Order from Spitamenes ; 
bur loſe no time, 1 beſeech you, if youlet the night ſlip away, there is no more hope of 
ſafety for you. After theſe words, and muy others, Theano made meriſe from a Chair 
where I was ſitting, and going out of my Chamber by Torch-light, he lead me pale, and 
trembling toward +pitamenes his Lodging, O Gods ! how troubled were my thoughts at 
that time, and with how great agitation of minde was I diſtracted, between the deſire 
of Revenge, and that of my ſafety. I had ſtrong inclinations to compadſtion, and I could 
not forbear to conſider with pity, the misfortune of a man betrayed by his own people, 
and even upon the point of paying ſo cruelly for the injuries he had done me. 1 told 
Strato often that ſince he bore me ſo much good will, he might execute his Deſi n, with- 
out my _ preſent at that bloudy ſpactacle, but he refuſed to go one ſtep 2 me, 
and having brought me through a Gallery to an outward Room, where a Groom of his 
Chamber lay alone, he knocked ſoftly at the Door. The Fellow being got up; and ha- 
ving asked his name, opened the Door, bur Strato inſtantly mufiling a Cloak about his 
Head, ſtabbed him twice or thrice with a- Dagger, and made him fall dead athis feer, 
withour being able to cry, or {tir ; from thence we went into the next Chamber, where 
Spitamenes lay faſt aſleep. I was ſo beſides my ſelf that I was hardly able ro ſtand, cal- 
ling in vain upon my anger to ftrengrhen me ; the firſt thing Strato did was to ſeize upon 
Spitamenes bus fword, but by the noiſe we made he waken'd, yet was fo extremely ſur- 
priſed, that he had not the confidence to cry out, neither did they give him time, for co- 
Cccccc2 vering 


OO CO OEOIE—E—e — —— ER Jn 


20 CASSANDRA. Parr HI. 


vering his Head preſently, as they had done his Servants, they took away his life with a 
reat number of Wounds Thou diedſt, O Spitamenes, and thou diedſt a Death which 
indeed thou hadſt well deſerved , but I confeſs 1 was exceeding cruell in having given my 
conſent unto that Action, and that as wicked as thou werr, 1 ought rather tohave ſub. 
mitted my ſelf to the puntſhment thou intended{t me, than to have forgot the loſs of all 
my Friends, than to have diſhououred my Sex by a Cruelty of that nature. I had with. 
drawn my ſelf into a corner of the Chamber, and turned away my eyes from that hor. 
rible ſight, but ſo did not Theano, and he was no ſooner dead, but ſhe took Strato's 
ſword, and with the help of the Souldiers ſhe cut off his Head, which ſhe took by the 
hair, inthe ſame manner as ſhe had ſeen him hold her ſons not long before, and havin 
look'd upon it a while, ſhe pur it into his night-bags, and would needs carry it away wit 
her, for a Defign which ſhe ſaid ſhe had to my advantage. After this bloudy Execution, 
Strato drew the Curtains about the Bed, and going out of the Chamber, made faſte the 
Doors, and ſo we retired through the Gallery ro my Lodging. Theano was of opinion 
that I had all the reaſon in the world to be contented, but I was not of her minde, and 
felt fuch a remorſe for that Acton, to which I had conſented, that it took away all the fa. 
tisfaQtion I might have had by my Revenge, and by the procuring of my own ſafety : My 
trouble and confuſion was fo great, that they could not get me to ſpeak one word ; I was 
deaf to all that Strato and the joy'd Theano faid to me, and the onely conſolation with 
which ſhe could touch me was, that I ſhould make my felf conſiderable to CO 
the ſervice I had done him, and that I could not any way addreſs my ſelf to him wit 
more adyantage, than by carrying him the end of che War, andthe Keys of allBacria, 
with the head of his Enemy. I contefs, my Lords, with ſhame, that I was ſenſible of this 
Diſcourſe, and that this hope diflipated ſome part of my frights and troubles, Stratos 
gave order to two of thoſe who had aſliſted him, that all rheir fellow ſouldiers ſhould be 
in Arms before day at the Gate of our Houſe, and to another he gave charge to have a 
Chariot and good Horſes in a readineſs. Theano and he ſpent the reſt of the nightin 
preparing for our departure, and I in v7 nag. wg ſelf what I ſhould fay to Alexan. 
der ; I was as fearfull of that Action, as of the other, at which I had been newly preſent, 
nor was I leſs apprehenſiveto appear before thar ou man, than if I had been once 
again to have undertaken ſomething againſt the life of Spitamenes. I trembled for the 
ſucceſs of that Enterpriſe,and I ro fear ſome part of what Spitamenes had foretold 
me. In the mean time day appeared, and we no ſooner perceived it, but we went down to 
the Gate, where the Chariot, and the Guards waited for us. As ſoon as they ſaw me, they 
were all moved with compaljion, and Strato diflembling before them, gotup into the 
Chariot with Theano and me, and after him, thoſe men in whom he truſted. Allthe 
fouldiers, and all the inhabitants, who ſaw me paſs through the ſtreet followed by 6 
ſtrong a Guard, and who had heard ſpeak of Spitamenes his cruell reſolution againit 
me, beheld me with pity, and when we were come to the Gates of the City, Stratotel- 
ling the Captain of the Watch, that he had order from Spiramenes to carry me ont of 
the Town, they were opened to us without any difficulty. We paſſed in the ſame manner 
chrough our Camp, and being come tothe Trenches, Strato commanded the Guards to 
return into the City, and cauſing the Horſes to be laſhed on with ſpeed, we went to- 
wards Alexanders Tents without other Convoy, fave thoſe that were with us inthe Cha- 
riot. At the firſt Corps de Garde we came to,1 deſired we might be brought tothe King,to 
whom we were going to make Propoſitions of Peace. Thoks that commanded, took care 
to do fo, and having learned of themthat were with me, thar I was Spitamenes his Wife, 
that Rumourran from one to another through the whole Camp,and was already come to 
Alexanders ear, before we came near unto his Tents. Ah ! my Lords, how great were 
diſturbances of my minde at that time, and with what inward trouble did 1 prepare m 
ſelf for that ſo much deſired, and at the fame inſtant fo much dreaded fight ; fear an 
joy divided my thought equally between them, and when I fancied to my felf that I was 
going to ſee the onely objet of all my affections, I alſocall'd to minde,that I was going 
to appear before my Maſter, and before a Maſter who abhorr'd thoſe Actions, whereof 
mine had the outward appearance. I was no ſooner come to the royal Tents, and #- 


lighted out of my Chariot, but Leonatus came forth to meet me, and asking me, if 1 
were 
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were not Spitamenes Wife, gave ine to underſtand, that they had already notice of my 
coming. After I had told him that I'was ſhe, he took me by the hand, and led me to the 
Kings Chamber, between two long Rowes of ſouldiers. I had no ſooner caſt my eyes up- 
on him, but my paſſions were violently awaken'd, and my love making me bold, drove 
away part of my fears, and weakneſſes. He was attended by a great number of Princes, 
and perhaps my Lords, by ſome of you, which makes me believe I ſhall tell you no new 
thing, and that this Recital will be tedious to thoſe who are not unacquainted with this 
Adventure. 

Prolomeus — to this part of her Diſcourſe ; It is true, Madam, (ſaid he) I was 
then at Court, and preſent at your coming tothe King ; your ng raviſh'd all the be- 
holders, and we began to flock about you with admiration, when Alexander being wil- 
ling to give you a more particular audience, commanded us to retire, we heard not what 
you ſaid to him, and ſome of theſe that hearken to you, have never heard ſpeak of this 
Adventure. 

I will tell you then (continued Hermione) that I drew a good Omen from that courti. 
ous particular audience it pleaſed the King to afford me, and ſeeing I had all the liberry 
roentertain him, that I could have wiſtd, I forc'd my ſelf to recover a little courage. 
Before I ſpoke to the King, I caſt my ſelf at his feet, but he rais'd me up very civily, and 
and with gentle words, prayed me to tell the cauſe of my coming to him. 1 ſaw well that 
he had utterly forgotten my face, and that he did not ſo much as know that 1 was Crada-= 
teshis Daughter, but his kinde Reception having perfectly re-aſſured me ; Sir, (faid I) be= 
hold your ſlave, who comes to lay her life, and fortune at your feet. This is not the firſt 
day am ſubje& to your Empire, and I make it my glory,. that I have been yours ever 
ſince I was capable of underſtanding ; Spitamenes his tyranny has not been able to diſ- 
ingage my actions, from that ſublime pitch to which I had raiſed them, and though I 
was his by the violence of my Friends, 1 was always Great Alexanders, both by a juſt 
knowledge, and by a moſt powerfull inclination, and to fay truth, that/noble prepoſlefti- 
on of my heart, madethe Vices of Spitamenes inſupportable to me, and that difference 
of our manners, cauſed an incompatibility between us, which left us no other thoughts 
fave thoſe of deſtroying one another, Spitamenes is at laſt facriticed to your juſt in- 
dignation, and your Captive was unwilling to come before you, without a conſiderable 
Preſent. With that of her prayers, and homages, ſhe brings you Victory, ſhe preſents all 
Badtria to you, and with it the Head of fairhleſs Spitamenes. At thele words Theano 
drew it out of the Bagg, and preſented it to the King all bloudy, and  paſtly He lent me 
a favourable attention till that part of my Diſcourſe, but he had no ſooner heard 
thoſe laſt words, and ſeen the cruell Preſent I offered him, when of a ſudden he turned 
away his eyes from me, and from Spitamenes his Head, and flying away to the other end 
of the Room, teſtified by all his Actions that he could not endure the @ of me with- 
out horrour. What (ſaid he) are you Spitamenes his Wife, and do you bring me Spita- 
menes his Head > He ſpoke the words twice or thrice over, without ever lookmng toward 
me, and ſtruck me intoa ſtrange confuſion by that cruell revolution of my fortune. I 
ſtrove nevertheleſs to reſettle my ſelf, and was preparing to tell him the CaufesI had to 
hate Spitamenes, by which perhaps I might have juſtitied my ſelf ro him ; bur he would 
not give me the leiſure, andturning at lat roward me with a furious look, Go, (faid he) 
get thee gone thou wicked and deteſtable Woman, and pollute not Alexandersears with 
the Relation of thy Paricides ; Ihave till now detended my ſelf from any fuctrſhame as 
thisthou wouldſt fix upon my Reputation, and I have conquered my Enemies you 
War, without deſtroying them by the treachery of their Wrves ; carry thy horrible af- 
tections other where, and hope notto finde Monſters amongſt us, that will approve of 
thy Diſloyalties; *cis onely in conſideration of thy ſex that I ſpare thy life ; bur lead it fo 
far from me, that the glory of mine may never be troubled by thy dereſtableremem- 
brance. When he.had ended theſe words, which were to me like Thunder, or fomerhing 
yet more dreadfull, he commanded me to be put out of his Tent, and carried ont of the 
Camp, without ſuffering me to ſtay there any longer. Leonatus execured his Command, 
and making me get up again into my Chariot, cauſed meto be conducted onr of che Ma- 
cedonian Trenches. Judge (my Lords, of the condition Iwas in, at this utmoſt of uy 
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misfortunes , and ſupply my weakneſs, which will not ſuffer me to expreſs it ; then ir 
was that I ſaw my ſelt caſt headlong into the greateſt of all my diſaſters , and that I fel 
into my extreameſt deſpair. Till then ahough I had lived miſerable, I had yet liv'd inng. 
cent, and though my life had been perſecuted , I had at leaſt preſerv'd my hank, and 
conſcience clean ; but then I ſaw them defiled by the murther of my husband , andm 
ſhame divulged amongſt thoſe perſons, from whom I ought moſt carefully to have con. 
ceal'd it. 1haddiſhonoured my ſelf by a crime , which notwithſtanding the excuſes ir 
might have , was ſtill exceeding great both before the gods, and before men, and I faw 
my ſelf ignominiouſly driven away from him , in favour of whom I had committed it and 
in whom I had grounded all my hopes. I was without any retreat , or ſupport in the 
hands of a few men, in whom, by reaſon of the freſh proof they had given me of their in. 
fidelity toward their maſter , I was no way induced to have any confidence. Thele confi. 
derations were ſo bitterto me , that they were like preſently to have put a period to 
life, and but for the hinderance of Strato , and Theano , I had cut off the courſe of my 
miſeries with my own hand. I caus'd my ſelf to be helped out of the Chariot , when we 
were got a little from the Camp , and caſting my ſelf upon the ground , I ſaid words,and 
did aloe which could not proceed from other than a Soul given over to deſpair; my 
remorſe began to accompany my love , and they both joyn' = wag to make a pity. 
leſs war againſt me. Then 1 remembered Spitamenes his predictions , and the know. 
ledge he had given me of Alexander's humour. All that was terrible in his death, came 
then before my eyes, and though I could not bewail him, yet could I not comfort 
ſelf, becauſe thad been acceſſary to the taking away of his lite. Ah! Spitamenes (cried [) 
thou hadſt deſerv'd death by thy crimes, but thou oughteſt to have received it from the 
juſtice of the gods,and not from the cruelty of thy wife,and ſhe ought to have ſuffer d that 
which thou intendedſt her , rather than let any thing be attempted againſt the life ofher 
husband ; but complain not of thy deltiny , 1 ſhall not make ſport of it with that Lover, 
concerning whom thou didfſt ſo jultly reproach me , and mine will be ſo miſerable, thar 
even in Hell it ſelf thou wilt not envy it ; that beauty wherein thou ſometimes foundeſt 
charms , able to ſoften thy Barbarous humour , found nothing from thy proud rival but 
diſdain, and ſcorn ; he whom thou betrayedſt , takes care thou ſhouldſt £ revenged, and 
ſo thou art much more ſeverely for thy death, than I am for the death of Cradates 
Afeer this diſcourſe , Alexanders cruel words came into my rememberance, and I in 
them found ſo many cauſes to ſeek for death , that Theano and Strato never could divert 
me from that reſolution ; my paſlion nevertheleſs was ſo full of reſpect , that] ſpake not 
one word , nor had ſo much as athought of reſentment againſt him , and though I knew 
it with grief, I believed it was with juſtice that he thought none but monſters would ap- 
prove of my horrible affection. At the importunity ot thoſe that were with me, I got 
up _= into the Chariot , and they reſolv'd to go toward a Town, in which a near 
Kinſman of my Fathers did {till command ; I ſufter'd my ſelf to be guided by their will, 
having no other thought , ſave that of deploring my miſerable fortune. Our horſes tra- 
vailed at a good rate , but it pleaſed the godsthat in the evening we were met, and taken 
by ſome of Catenes his *couts. Catenes was Spitamenes his neareſt friend, and the com- 
panion of his revolt; Hauſtenes , and he had an Army within two dayes march of Spita- 
menes, from whence they made excurſions upon Alexanders Camp. Strato, and Thea- 
no knowing into what hands we were fallen, began to tremble ; oF make large offers for 
ourliberty , but *t was impoſlible for them to obtain it , and having been carefully kept 
that night, we were brought before Catenes the next evening ; my face wasnot unknown 
to him, and if I had then had any remainder of deſire to hve, 1 ſhould have had cauſe 
enough to fall into mortal apprehenſions. When I was preſented to him , he had new- 
ly heard of his friends death, and ſcarce had he begun to lament it, when he ſaw his 
murtherers delivered into his power. He was not a little joy'd at that encounter, and re- 
ſolved to make us end our lives in torments, 1 was indifferent to all that could happen 
to me, butStrato would needs prevent the puniſhments to which he was deſtined, and 
ſeeing his hands at liberty , he E:2ed upon the ſword of one of thoſe that brought us, an( 
ſtriking it up to the hilts in his own breaſt, fell preſently dead at Catenes his feet. By this 


ſpeedy vengeance for Spitamenes his death , 1 ſaw that the geds cannot approve pt ih 
cheries, 
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cheries, of what nature ſo ever they be , and that infidelity, even to the wicked(t men ; is 
never pardonable , bur I alſo found new occaſions in it , tg deteſt this life , for which | 
had ſeen ſo much bloud unfortunately ſpilt, Catenes commanded that Strato's compa- 
nions ſhould be filea'd alive , and he was ready to have pronounced ſome cruel ſentence 
ainſt me , when looking undauntedly ypon him, Revenge the death of thy friend 
(ad 1) Cateves , as I have reveng'd the deaths of my Father, and of my Brothers. Cas 
rencs found ſomething in theſe words that expreſled a courage , and in my face ſaw ſome- 
thing of beauty that check'd his indignation , wherefore he was ſatisfied with making me 
be ſtrictly guarded, and for my ſake Theano received the ſame fayour. Within ſome few 
daves after , de s 2”, a « pg wn wm a by 
{ little plyant to that propoſition , that paired of effeting « by gentle means ; he 
lee he well @ attended by ſome women he put about me, and in that 
manner of life I continued above three moneths , without bejag able ro withdraw my 
thoughts from Alexander , bardly for a moment, That Tyrannical paſſion was fo dee 
ly rooted in my heart , that it leftno care , nor no remembrance 48 « of my other me), 
nies, and being become indifferent , or inſenſible of gll orher things , I paſſed three or 
four moneths in Catenes his power, as a perſon that knew ng&t what condition ſhe was in. 
Catenes in the mean while to preſs me , and tothreaten me with the power he had 
over me, but one day when he mentioned the violence he could uſe rome ; Do, revenge 
thy friend, ifthou wilt (ſaid 1) but learn by his example not to deſire the alliance of Her- 
mione. Theſe words cooled him for a few dayes , but I think at laſt he would have come 
to extreamities , ifhe had not been prev by bis deſtiny. You know that Alexander 
ſent a flying Camp =_ Hauſtenes and bim, under the conuwand of Craterys, and Lyſi- 
machus, and that in the Bactel which was given, Haſtenes was taken, and Catenes ſlain by 
Lyſimachus. 

At this diſcourſe all the Company caſt their eyes upon Lyſimackus , whoſe modeſty 
wh him bluſh, but they would not interrupt Hermiane's ſtorie, which ſhe continued 00 

manner, 

I tell you the laſt accidents of ot ſucciactly , becauſe the recztal ofrhem affords 
little matter of diverſion , and that ſ__ my ſtrength will aoc lyffer me to en- 
hrge my ſelf further in this narration , you ſhall know therefore that after Catenes his 
death my condition was altered , and that Craterus having had a command from Alex- 
ander to bring all the priſoners before him , ſorrowfull Hermione was one of that nym- 
ber. Alas | with what fudden tranſports did I receive that accaſion, of freing my pitty- 
pr vant rene} , and of juſtifying my ſelf before hin , touching ſome part of my 
crime. Perhaps (laid I) the gods may have mollified bis heart , and that ghe know! 
of thoſe proyocations I received from Spitamenes, may have abated ſame of his 
toward me ; Heaven does not alwayes look upon us with anger , and nce Her- 
mione ſhall not be the onely perſon of the world , whole fortune is ſubject t9.no revolu- 
tions. In this hope I was carried along with the priſoners, and we were preſented to 
raw wag 7 atargy dec woe © into the Indies. I did not much obſerve 
his uſage of the reſt , but caſting my ſelf at his feet , and loaking upon him with eyes 
drowned in tears , Sir, (faid I) either hear me, or command me to be put to death. 
The King having looked earneſtly upon me , Song he knew me , yet deſiring to be 
certified of the truth , Is not this Spitamenes his wite , aid he , to thoſe ghar ware abour 
bum , who having confirmed his belief, Give ber her liberty ({aid be) and rake ber away, 
for fear her converſation teach the Macedanians crimes which axe yet unknown £0 them. 
This was all the fatisfaRtion I received by my laſt fight of Alexander , and I was ſo de- 
rected at that eternal continuation of oy ods, that I utterly loſt all hope and cary. a 
Ah ! Cruel, (cried I co Alexander, who had turned his back , and was going away) ſtay 
but one minute , and at traſt behold the death thou giveſt me ; though 1 wasrthine Ene- 
mies wite , I never was thine Enemy , all my &ignds have loft their hues for ghy ſervice, 
__ the _ that] ——_ m—_— —_ I on w have afghy cage ous, 

. nemy ; u wilt fly from ane wi nuance ,fAy from my 
benet hk thou tyrannically haſt ar hows , and reſtore,methe.ibert: 4 rab'd 
meof, and not that which thou offereſt me. My crimes are net infettious as chou be- 
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lieveſt, and if the Macedonians learn any thing by my example, it ſhall beto prefer death 
beſore an unfortunate life , and it ſhall be to love thee a thouſand times more than their 
lives, nay , to love nothing inthe world more than Alexander. As I made an end of 
theſe words , which were heard by no body that regarded them, 1 fell in a fwown in 
Theano's'arms., and they that were preſent at what I ſaid , believed without doubt thar 
I was out of my wits, _— me ſpeak ſuch ſtrange things , and with fo little diſcretion. 
We were near untoa Citie called Edeſſa, upon the bank of the River Ganges , whither 
Theano, ſeing me very ill , found means to have me carried , and got ine lodg'd conve. 
niently ; there I was taken with a violent Feaver, and fell into a dangerous ſickneſs 
while Alexander ſet forward toward the Indies. Theano, in her cloaths had quilted up 
ſome Jewels of reaſonable good value , which 1 had put into her hands when we came 
from Nicea ,, and which by | fortune , or for fear of their Commanders , Catenes 
his Souldiers had not taken from us ; with them ſhe at that time , and afterwards pro. 
cured mony enough to ſupply our neceſlities , and during the whole courſe of my bk 
neſs, ſhe looked to me with ſo carefull, and tender an affection, and expreſſed fo great a 
defire of my recovery , that her conſideration alone kept me from aſliſting my diſeaſe 
and made me take thoſe remedies that were given meto regain my health. 1 ſay, her 
earnelt entreaties , accompanied with her tears , which in regard of my Obligationsto 
her I could not reſiſt , hindred me from contributing to my death , and when 1 thought 
my ſicknels would ſave me that labour, I found great conſolations in that belief. Now, 
I ſhall die (faid 1) and by that welcom remedy ſhall free my ſelf from Alexanders Tyran. 
ny ; that cruel man, who Geſpiſes and tramples me a foot, ſhall no longer have 
any power over me , and death will deliver me now froin his inhumanities ; yet will 1 
return into the world to viſite him again , and my Ghoſt, driven by a juſt detire of re. 
venge , ſhall follow him continually , to ſting him wich remorſe, and vex him withre- 
proches. Theſe were my hopes while lay fick-, bur at laſt I began to mend , and was 
not a little troubled at my recovery. When I was well again, 1 frequented a ſociety of 
women in that City , who lived ſeparated from the world , and had dedicated themſelves 


to the ſervice of the goddeſs Cibele ; I found ſo much ſweetneſs in their converſation, and 
ſo much innocence 1n their life, that Ithought among them I might find ſome quiet- 
neſs of mind, and ſometruce from the perſecutions I received both from my love, and 
from my conſcience , which did eq ere torment me with a cruel war. With this hope 


] put my ſelf amongſt them , and Theano with me, taking their habit, and embracing 
their manner of life ; and truly I wasnot utterly deceiv'd in my expeRation , their plea- 
ſing company diverted part of my ſorrows , and 1 received viſible favours from the god- 
deſs whom1 ferv'd , I remained there a whole year , not without diſquiets, nor without 
love, but yer with ſome extraordinarie firmneſs of mind , which made me reſiſt my at- 
fictions more couragiouſly than in former times. 1 enjoyed this little tranquillity , till 
the news came to us , that Alexander,vi&orious over the Indies,was returned to Suſa, 
where from all parts of the world he received homages, not much ſhort of adoration. This 
news, through the anger of the gods, which my crime had ſtirred up againit me with an 
irreconcileable hatred , waken'd thoſe paſſions with more cruelty than ever, which be- 
fore werein a kind of ſlumber; 1 inthart long abſence, had ſupported my misfortunes 
more patiently , but at this return , my hopes returned alſo as ideulows as before ; and 
to fortifie my ſelf in them the more , I called to memorie the examples of all thoſe, who 
by long perſeverance had at laſt conquered their ill fortune. I reſiſted theſe troubleſome 
ſolicitations for two or three moneths, and uſed all imaginable endeavours to baniſh 
Alexander out of my heart , but when 1 found they were to no purpoſe, and that by 4 
cruel neceſſity, ] ſubmitted to my pityleſsfate , I gave way to my misfortune, and took my 
leave of thoſe ſweet companions, whole tranquility I began to diſturb with my afflictions, 
and to whom I was not tied for the miader of my life by any vow, or other engage- 
ment. BeforeI took my journey , 1 thought it beſt ro diſguiſe my ſex , to avoid thoſe ac- 
cidentsit might be ſubject to, and cauſing Theanoto buy mans apparel, and horſes for us 
both , we accoutred our ſelves, and began our voyage. Ar firſt 1 had much ado to en- 
dure the toilſomeneſs of travel , but 1 hardned my elf to it by little and little , and the 
delires of my minde at laſt overcame the tenderneſs of my body. It ts ny - 
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ceſſary, nor eaſie for me to entertain you with the particulars of our journey, it was 
verylong, and had nothing in it conſiderable, but when we were on our w ro Suſa, 
jp 29s that the King was departed thence, and that ha\ ing defeated the Cofſeans, he 
was gone to Babylon. We altered our Road, with a purpoſe to follow him thither, bur 
within a few days after, we received the onely news which remained for the concluſion of 
my fortune, and that was the death of my adored Alexander. After the Relation I have 
made to you, 'tis needleſs for me to weary you with my complaints, the diſcourſe of them 
would be troubleſom, and therefore I will tell you, that 1 continued for many days void 
of Reaſon, or underſtanding, and when I came to my ſelf again, all that ſheano could 
obtain of me was, that I would prolong my life till we came to Alexanders Tomb, upon 
which I vowed to ſacrifice the miſerable remainders of it;l found ſome ſweetneſs in this re- 
ſolution, and going forward with thatDeſign,after many days journeys,] at laſt arrived at 
Babylon. I ſtayed there for ſome time, but could not obtain the ſatistaction of ſeeingthe 
Body of my dear Lord, and Maſter, which is kept locked up in a certain place of the Pa- 
lace, to which all acceſs is forbidden, by a great number of Guards, ſeeing that in the 
depth of all my miſeries that conſolation was refuſed me, and that Theano was ftill ob- 
ſtinate in diſſwading me from dying by my own hands, I reſolved to feek Death in the 
War, and Theano was ready to accompany me in that Deſign,not perſiſting any long- 
er to make me languiſh out this miſerable life. Two days ago we were inroll'd in Perdic- 
cas his Troops, where to conceal our ſex, we ſtill kept retired from all company as much 
as poſſibly we could, and Theano notwithſtanding her Age; loaded her weak ſhoulders 
with Armour as well as I. The other night unfortunate Spitamenes appeared to me in a 
Dream, all bloudy, and hideous to behold, and looking upon me with a chreatning eye; 
I expe& thee Hermione, (faid he) and thou ſhalt ſhortly come, to decide the remainder 
of our Quarrels with me. I abhorr'd my lite ſo much, that me thought 1 was not at all 
terrified with his threats, but ſtretching out my hand to him withour any fear, Yes, 
(faid I) Spitamenes, expe&t me, we will go together, and end our Differences before 
Alexander. After this Viſion 1 waken'din a ſtart, and thenext day, which was yeſter- 
day, we came out of the Town, with thoſe that went to ſecond Caſſander, bur poor 
Theano going to put forward her Horſe amongſt thereſt, fell down at the feet of thoſe 
that came after her, who advancing haſtily, trampled her to death in-my preſence. I 
ſhould have been very ſenſible of that loſs; but that I was ready to accompany her, 
therefore inſtead of __—_ to weep by her, whoſe affeRtion did well deſerve my tears ; 
OTheano, (cried i) ſtay for me, Ile quickly keep thee company, and ſpurring on my 
Horſe before all the reſt of my Fellows, who had newly received a Command not to ſtir 
further from the Gates, I ran aloneto you, Demetrius, from whom I received this fa- 
yourable wound, which has ſo much afflicted you, bur has given the unfortunate Hermio- 
ne, the onely ſatisfaction ſhe now could hope for. | 
| Beholdthelife of this unhappy Woman, on whom, Demetrius, you blindly have be. 
ſtowed your affe&tion ; now Wy you know her better, you will without doubt be deli- 
vered from thoſe diſquiets, which = expreſs tor her Death ; the Gods are my Witneſ. 
ſes, that that's the ſtrongeſt of all thoſe conſiderations, which moved meto this recitall, 
andthelaſt fruit I hope for from it, is,that by this knowledge I have given you of my mi- 
ſeries, which perchance never had ſuch an interrupted ſucceſiion in any other life, you 
will bear the loſs of mine withourt any trouble, OS confeſs with me, thac in the pa ory 
ow, to which my Diſaſters have reduced me, Death is the onely happineſs I could now de- 
re. | | 
Thus did Hermione conclude her ſad Relation, which begot both aſtoniſhment and 
compailion in all that heard her. They began co paſs their opinions of it; and tojjuſtitic 
her, witha general conſent, for the Death of Spitamenes, by thoſe powerfull Reafons ſhe 
had to deliver her ſelf from him, when amorous Demetrius, who:had hearkenedto her 
with ſtrange impatiencies, interrupted their converſation, and replying ro Hermiones laſt 
word, You havetold me nothing (ſaid he) that can diminiſh:the-paſiion Thave for. you, 
and þ a were infinitely deceived, if you beheved you ſhould make your ſelf crimjnalin 
my thoughts, by your Narration.. That Monſter, 'with whom- the Gods had ſounfitly 
matched you, that barbarous, that fairhleſs Spitamenes, did not onely deſerve. the Death, 
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which he received, but athouſand worſe Deaths alltogether, and if you be faultyin any 
ching, *tis in that you ſo long deferred the Revenge you owed your Father, and in that 
you ſo long perſiſted to love a man, who did fo il! requite your affeRtions ; as | 
greater as he was than other men, he was too happy in the you had for him. 
and if he had known you as well as I do, he would have forgot the care of all his Con. 
queſts, to give himſelf totally to you. Ah! Iwouldir pleaſed the Gods, that ſome ſmall 
part of that paſſion, he unworthily received, had been reſerved for the unfortunate 
Demetrius, and that he might die for love alone, without the mixture of his pri 
and of his remorſe, which makes his Deſtiny moſt terrible ro him . The 
Demetrius ſpake on this manner, when he ſaw Hermiones face pale, and within a 
while after her eyes cloſed up with a fainting fit that ſeized upon her. Her aMicted Lover 
ſeeing her in that condition, and believing her to be either dead, or dying, caſt himſelf 
upon her bed, notwithſtanding the preſence of his Father, and of the other Princes that 
were with him, and forcing the obſtacles = uſed to ſtop his tranſports, and the reſpe& 
which in a leſs extremity he would have had for the perſon whom he loved, heimpri 

her pale Lips with a thouſand ardent kiſſes, able to have reſtored that heat, which had for. 
ſaken them. And indeed fo they did in part, for Hermione coming our of her ſwown, 
found her ſelf in his arms, whereof ſhe was much aſhamed, and putting him back with 4 
feeble hand, Ah 1! Demetrius (faid ſhe) add not ſhame to the other paſlions which accom. 
pany me to my Grave, and content your ſelf chat I know your affe&tion by other marks 
than theſe, which are very indecent, and which fo little become a 4.ag, 7 Deme. 
trius ſeeing himſelf r ded by theſe words, retired into his place, but he was fo full 
of trouble, that it almoſt deprived him of underſtanding, Hermiones ſtrength decayed 
viſibly, and the Chirurgians, and Women that tended her, ſeeing it was almoſt night, 
deſired the Company to withdraw. Demetrius obeyed them with great unwillingnek, 
and all Antigonus his authority was neceſſary to perſwade him to it ; he wouldnotear 
one bit, but going to bed by his fathers command, paſſed that night in much more viokne 
diſquietsthan the former. The next morning, his body being come into that Chamber 
from whence his minde had never ſtirr'd, he tound Hermione {o weak, that he noo 
doubted bur ſhe would die, and the Chirurgians had no longer confidence to diſouiſe 
truth from him ; he ſaw but too well that his fair ſtar was going to be eclipſed, and to 
bring into his ſoul a gloomy night, and a night of mortal darkneſs. Alas, with what an 
excels of grief did he receive this aſſurance, and with what paſſionate fits did he expreſs 
his deſpair ; he walked up and down the Room in a frantick manner, with wilde and 
wandring looks, pull'd off his hair, tore his Clothes, and did nothing but furious ARti- 
ons. Antigonus vainly imployed his words, and even his tears to quiet him, he was as 
deaf to the one,as blinde tothe other, and Tiridates,who was then in the Chamber, com- 
ing toward him, and taking an unſeaſonable liberty, Why, how now, Demetrius (Wd 
hey will you die then for a Woman, nay more, for a Woman of the Enemies party, and 
for a Woman unworthy of the tears you ſhed > Demetrius had not patience enough to 
endure theſe words, but runningto lay hold of a ſword, was going to revenge Hermione 
with the bloud of indifcreet Tiridates, if he partly of his own accord, and partly by the 
perſwaſions of thoſe that were preſent, had not gotten ſuddenly out of Chamber 
Doeſt thou think (cried OINY him go our)doeſt thou think cruell man, chat [ 
will ſuffer the injury thou doeſt me ; an canſt 1 thou not be ſatisfied with Hermiones 
Death,and mine,withourt abuſing us alſo by thy words > Ah ! would it pleas'd the Gods 
that by a thouſand ſuch Lives as thine, or as mine own, I could niacin that which I 
have taken from her. As he ſpake theſe words, he drew near Hermiones bed again, and 
leaning over it imbraced her Knees with ſo much tenderneſs, and yet with ſo much vio- 
lence, that he forced all that werein the Chamber to weep, and lament by his Example. 
O Gods, (cried he) muſt Hermione die then, and will you not grantunto my tears, and 
and pm a little of that life which you cruelly cauſe to periſh by my ſword? Shafl 
Death upon that, which to me ſeems the moſt lovely thing you ever ſent into the 
world, and will you grant no delay to the ardent ſupplication of a deſpairing Lover ? 
Can you not for my fake renew the deſtiny of Alceſte, and will you not bon ed, 
I facrifice Demetrius for Hermiones ſafety > While he ſpake on this manner, ITS 
cho 
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weak, anddying, ſuffered deeply with him in his afiRtions, and looking upon 
though eyes that eo dazle, and to loſe part of their luſtre by r Reres. = of 
Degth ; Demetrius, ſaid ſhe) you force me to confeſs to you, that I die not ſo abſolute a 
flave to Alexander, but that I am very ſenſible of your aftection; and that I have certain 
motionsin theſe laſt moments of my life, whereof my whole life was never capable , 
ſoare this dying mouth a-more ample confeſſion, and if it be true, that you love me, mo- 
your ſorrows by Reaſon, and by my defire in this neceſſity that parts us; *tis the 
onely proof of itIcan, or will beg of you, for a recompence of the laſt proteſtation 1 
make, that I give you all the ſhare in my heart, which 1 now can poſlibly give you. This 
vas all that Hermione was able to bring forth diſtinRly, and within a while after ſhe 
ſo exceeding weak, that ſhe could hardly ſpeak a few interrupted words; ſhe 
ed yet ſome hours with Death, but about the ſhutting in of the day, her ſpirits de- 
parted, and ſhe remain'd pale and cold in the arms of Demetrius, who in that accident 
appeared little different from her, and who fofing his ſenſes and underſtanding with his 
ſtrength, was carried away to another bed, making the Phiſicians doukewhether thoſe 
ſmownings proceeded from a bare fainting, or from a real death, 
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== Nthe mean time Araxes return'd from Babylon the fourth day afterhis de. 
| parture ; as ſoon as Oroondates ſaw him come into his Chamber, heranto 
| bm with open arms ; Lyſimachus who at that time was with him did the 
ſame, and both with equal haſte inquired news of their Princeſſes. I am 
ſtill as ignorant of their condition (ſaid Araxes) as when I went from 
hence, and yet I may truly fwear, I have not ſpared any kinde of indeavour to inform 
my ſelf. All the world at Babylon believes = that they are dead, or if they have heard 
any thing ot their being alive, *twas onely by your denouncing of war, and by your De. 
claration. The Princes were all afflicted at this diſcourſe, and looked upon-one another 
with a confuſion, which waseaſie to be obſerved in their very faces. O Lyſimachus, (cried 
the Prince of Scythia) we are not yet at the end of our diſaſter, and you are extreme un. 
happy in having any intermixture with the fortune of Oroondates, this communication 
will be no ways advantagious to you, for I ſhall infallibly draw you into thoſe eternal 
miſeries to which the Gods have condemned me. Fortune (replied Lyſimachus) hath not 
been wont to uſe me more gently than your ſelf, and if our ſufferingsare —_—_ 
you will gain no more than I in this uniſon of our intereſts. Alas! (added Oroondates) 
perhaps our Princeſſes may be dead indeed, and that the Gods have onely flattered us, 
to make us the more ſenſible of our Loſſes, by the hopes they have given us. The Loves 
of our Rivals (replied Lymachus) may ſecure us on thart ſide, they will periſh without all 
queſtion themſelves, rather than conſent to their deſtruction; yet Idoubt not but they 
will do all they poſſibly can to conceal them a while longer from Roxana. They werein 
this diſcourſe when Prolomeus, Craterus, Oxyartes, Polyperchon, Artabaſus, Eumenes 
and Queen Thaleſtris came into the Chamber, the noiſe of Araxes his return 
—_— themthither, and all of them together deſiring to learn the ſucceſs of his jour- 
ney, he gave them an account of it in thele terms. 

After I was departed from hence, I got within a ſhort time to Babylon, and relling 
thoſe that were upon the Guard at the Gates, that I was come over to their party, I 
found no difficulty to obtain entrance into the Town. had call'd to minde as I was _ 
. the way, that I had formerly had a particular friendſhip with Damocles one of the chief 
Citizens of Babylon, who at my requeſt, had by my Maſters favour, gotten an Office in 
Darius his Court, during the abode we made in that Town. That good turn which he 
had received from my Prince, and from my {elf in part, had ingaged him tous with a 
ſtrong affe&tion,and we had receiv'd ſome proofs of it,which made me believe at that re- 
memberance, that I _ truſt him without fear of being betrayed. As ſoon as Iwas 
the Town I went ſtraight to his houſe, where I had been many times, and having happ 
found him without company, I made my ſelf*known to him ; he gave me an exceeding 
kinde welcome, ſeconded with ſome tears, in which joy and grief were equal ſharers, 
and at the firſt declaration I made of the cauſe of my Voyage, he offered to do meall 
the ſervice I could hope for from an affectionate friend. I told him not in what place, nor 
in what condition I had left the Prince my Maſter, making as if es * 
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ly confeſſed that I cameto Babylon, with a Deſign to learn news of Queen Statira, that 
1 might tellit my Prince in caſe I were ſo happy as to finde him. Damocles told me he had 
" heard nothing of her ſince the report of her death, and that he had yet ſeen no body 
that doubted of it. After this firſt Diſcourſe, I m__ hin that I might remain a few 
days concealed in his houſe, thereby to inform my ſelf more certainly, and letting him 
know | was in danger of my life if I were diſcovered, I him to as ſtrict a filence 
as | could deſire. Having ſtayed in his houſe the reſt of the day, as ſoon as it was night 
| went out into the ſtreets, and walked a long time both about the Palace, and about Per- 
diccas his Lodging, but all my labour was in vain, and though often ſtole near tothoſe 
whom I ſaw talking together, and that I hearkened to what they ſaid with as attentive an 
ear a I could without giving them ſuſpicion, I learned nothing that could give me any 
fxi:tation. The next day, I intreated Damocles by the remberance of our ancient 
frendſhip, and of the obligation he had to my Prince,to aflift me in this Deſign, and to 
to the Palace, into the houſes of the Princes, and all other places where he could in- 
form himſelf of what I had a minde to know. Damocles endeavoured with a great deal 
of care to effect my deſires, but with as little ſucceſs as 1, and having been among all 
companies, and in all the Lodgings of the Great Perſons, returned from his inquiry as 
before. He brought me home word that the death of the Princeſfes was but too certainly 
confirmed, that !1nce the Kings deceaſe they had never appeared at Babylon, and that 
every body laughed at your errour, when they ſaw your Declaration, whereof there 
were many Copies in the City. Two days, and almoſt two whole nights were ſpent in 
this imployment, and ſeeing my ſelf ſo unfortunate in one part of my Commiſtion, 1 
ſtrove to acquit my ſelf in the other; and for that Deſign I prayed Damocles to tell me 
ſome news concerning the War.He freely imparted all to me,that was come to his know- 
ledge, and when it was ſomething late he carried meto viſit the Magazines, and view the 
fortifications ; I found all things in as good a condition as your Enemies can deſire; 
great abundance of Arms and Vitual, and the T own exceedingly well ſtored with men 
todefend it ; the new Forces they expected from their Allies came upevery day, and in- 
camped near the Town on the other ſide of the River ; the nurhber of then was 
ſogreat, that ay covered all the field; and having learned day that the laſt of 
them were arrived, and that Perdiccas being already recovered, threatned every day to 
we Battell, I went into the Camp with Damocles, where I faw an infinite number of 
of Tents,of Chariots, and according to what one might judge by the eye, their For- 
ces arenot inferiour to yours; but I was deſirous to have a more particular knowledge of 
them, and wrought ſo well with Damocles, that this morning he brought me the Com- 
putation of them. If my memory ſerve me, theſe are the names of ther Commanders 
and the numbers of men their Army is compoſed of. Seleucus has drawn thither, and 
commands there fifteen thouſand Macedonians, the companions of theſe that are here 
under Craterus, and Polyperchon. Alcetas out of the leſſer Media has gotten four thou- 
ſand Horſe, and five thouſand Foot; and Acropates out of the greater Media thcee 
thouſand Horſe, and eight thouſand Foot ; Nearchus from Lycia, and Pamphilia, four 
thouſand Horſe, and ſix thouſand Foot ; and Caſſander out of Caria og hold 
Foot, and four thouſand Horſe. Leonatus leads three thouſand Horſe, an yn, - 
and Foot drawn out of the leſſer Phrygia ; Neoptolemus a like number of natur = 
ſians, and Peuceſtos ſix thouſand Babylonians. Sinus has broughe a thouſand Horſe, and 
rk ay omar Foot out of Suſiana ; Axiar __ =” onken Shut _—_ loan of 
unt Caucaſus. Scytheus, and Amintas from thoſe parts of Bactria, Ia, 
which they commanded eight thouſand Foot, Stratanor four thouſand Horſe Draches, 
and Argeans. Arthous three"thouſand 1ans ; Nicanor, and Andiagoras four thou- 
land Horſe, and eight thouſand Foot levied in Parthia ; and Antigenes, and Teutamus 
fix thouſand Argiraſpides of thoſe famous Troops who gain'd ſo great a Reputation un- 
der Alexander. This is'the number of their Forces, whereof the Commanders have with. 
2 common conſent choſen Perdiccas for their General, he out of civiky would have 
paved that honour to Seleucus, Caſſander, and ſome others, butthey refuſed it; and 
0xana having confirmed that choice, made him accept of that Authority over his Com- 
panions. This Ele&tion was made but this morning, as I heard by Damocles, of whom1 
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afterwards enquired concerning Arſaces. He was able to tell me nothing , but that he 
was believed to be ſtill at Seleucus his lodging where he lay recovering of his wounds. 
that the Town was full of the reputation of his Valour , and that they had mervellous 
hopes in him ; that they expeRted little leſs from a Valiant ſtranger, who had been but a 
few dayes in Babylon, and who had done wonders in the late encounter. He told me af. 
terward , that Caſſander had very impatiently born the accuſation made againſt him in 

'our Declaration ; that he had endeavoured to juſtitie himſelf to all the Princes, and that 
bs had loudly fworn he would proſecute his flanderers with fire and ſword , that many of 
their party believed him innocent , but that among many others he was much ſuſpected, 
that t at hindred him not from beginning to declare himſelf openly to bein love with 
Roxana, and that notwithſtanding the reſentments ſhe expreſſed againſt that boldn 
the confidence he had in his Authority had fo puffed him up , that he no longer difavow 
his paſſion. When I had learned this news of Damocles , I heard by him that Neoptole. 
mus was to go out ofthe Town with ſome of the Cavalry , and being defirous to lay 
hold of that occaſion to get away , Itold Damocles that I would make one in that par. 
ty , andtaking Horſe, within a while after I went to the Gates with Neoptolemus his 

Troups, Icame forth among the reſt without any difficulty ; then preſently ſeeing them 
take a different way from that which led to our Camp, I alighted , feigning to have 

ſomething to mend about my ſaddle, and ſo having given them timeto go a good way 
from me, I took my opportunity to eſcape hither with reaſonable facility. 

Araxes ſpake on this manner , and all the Princes who had hearkened to him atten. 
tively , began to diſcourſe upon the news he had brought them ; they-found by the com- 
putation of the Enemies forces , that they conſiſted of near fourty thouſand Horſe, and 
more than: four-ſcore thouſand Foot , and though the number of theirs was little dif 
rent , their Enemies being ſtrengthen'd with ſuch a City as Babylon , with ſuch a River as 
Euphrates , and witha great many Commanders not inferiour to theirs, they might with 
reaſon make them doubt of the ſucceſs of that war , yet did they not fink at all from their 
youu of courage, nor from the confidence they had , both in their valour, andin 

juſtice of their quarrel, They cauſed the Chiet Princes , and Commanders to becal- 
led to the Councel of War , and al!,that were wont to be of it, came thither preſently ex- 
cept Antigonus. He was too much taken up at home to ſtir from thence, and the con- 
dition his Son Demetrius was in would not ſuffer him to forſake him. That young Prince, 
after he had uſed all imaginable endeavours to follow his Hermione , and tiredallthoſe 
that were about him "ho ſtrength had hardly been ſufficient to withhold his deſpair- 
ing furie, was at laſt become alittle leſs violent , being moved with the tears and Autho- 
rity of his Father. He had paſſed a whole _ by his bed-ſide , and part ofthe day fol- 
lowing, without being able to diſſwade him from hisdeſire of dying , which he ſaw him 
obſtinately bent upon, and when he found his entreaties were too weak to movehim , he 
preſented him his naked breaſt, and putting his hand upon the hilt of his ſword , here 
rake this ſword, (ſaid he) O cruel, and ingratefull Demetrius , but thou muſt firſtrun it 
through thy Fathers body, and then thou mayeſt execute thy deſperate reſolutions againſt 
thy ſelf. Theſe words pronounced with an extraordinarietone, and with a Fatherly Au- 
thority, wrought ſomething upon Demetrius , and pur him partly in mind of the dutyhe 
owed him ; he abated ſomething of his deſpair, though he could not abate any thing of 
* his grief, and fearing to ſhorten the dayes of a Father, to whom befides that of his birth, 
he had many very particular obligations , and to whom he bore a moſt tender affettion, 
he became alittle more plyable to his perſwaſions , and chang'd his firſt violences into 
tears, ſighesand complaints, able to ſoften the moſt rocky hearts in the world. The moſt 
mournfull , and moſt lamentable effects that ever grief produced , were eminently t0 be 
ſeen in that young Prince ; his eyes quite drowned in tears, caſt not one look; his mouth, 
a perpetual thorough-fare of ſighes, ſpake not oneword , and his face,with ſorrow made 
yet more beautifull , carried no countenance, which was not like to make all perions die 
with pity that were not utterly unſenſible of it. Antigonus for his ſake caus'd Hermione. 
to be buried with a great deal of pomp , but when the was catried out of the Tent, 
Demetrius fell intoas long, and as dangerous a ſwown as > 3 former, and chough the wn 
ſpect be bore to his Father , hindred bm from uſing violent hands againſt himſelf : - 


; 
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ief, which acknowledged not the ſame Authority , brought him very near unto his prave: 
Fi ines,» [por - _ hy oro , ce = oo vor, _ they role from 
Counſel , mg reit 0 ' - , ought both b arguments, and 
to give him conſolation ; ar firſt ir endeayours met with intle ſucceſs , but 
being naturally of a moſt gentle diſpoſition , Antigonus did not deſpair of reſettling him 
by length of time , rogether with the power he had over him. | 
The next day all the Princes =_— met in Lyſimachus his Tent,who cammanded that 
day , word was brought them, that five or fix men being come out of the Town, were at 
theentry of the Camp,and defired a ſafe conduR,to ſpeak to the Commanders from their 
enemies. All the fecunity they could require was fent them,& withina while after 


Came = intothe Tent. Clirophon, Perdiccas his Squire was inſtantly known b 
; = of the 


ompany,who ſtepping forwarder than his companions, and having obtai 

audience fr6 the Princes,ſpake rothem in theſe words. My Lords,we are cone hither from 
Roxana, & Prince Perdiccas,on whom the reſt have conferr'd the Supream Autho- 
rity,he hath ſtay'd hitherto both for the recovery oF his health, & for the arrival ofhis For- 
ces,but now that the gods have reſtored him the one, and his friends have brought up the 
other he will no longer retard the defire you may have toend rhis war,the length whereof 
would be tedious to both parties , and therefore hath ſent usto offer you Bartel. All rhar 
werein the Tent ſent forth a crie of joy at the hearing of this meſſage , and by a clapping 
of their hands expreſſed how welcom that news was to them ; but becauſe Clitoyhon 
ſhewed he had ſomething more to ſay, they kept ſilence to liſten to him , atid he went on 
in this manner. I did not doubt my Lords, bur that you would receive this propoſition 
like gallant men , but there muſt be ſomething done to facilitate the execution of it. The 
Euphrates ſeparates our two Armies , and there is a neceſſity that one of them muſt pak 
it before they can fight ; if you deſire it ſhould be yours , Perdiccas offers you all the fe- 
curity you ſhall demand for the paſſage of it , during which you ſhall receive no impedi- 
ment from our Forces , nor whil'{t you ſhall draw yours into Batralia in the field you 
ſhall make choice of, untill the day appointed for the deciſion of your quarrels. If this 
condition pleaſe you , you ſhall have hoſtages ſent, and if you find any difficulties in ir, 
which are not on our fide by reaſon of the conveniency of bridges we have in the Town, 
giveus but liberty to come forth , and to encamp between our ports and your entrench- 
ments , and I promiſe you Battel within ten dayes; ſo much time will be neceſſary for 
the preparations on both ſides, and to ſtay for the perfe& recovery of ſome perſons, 
who defire to have a ſhare in the glorie of their companions. © Clitrophon, having pro- 
_ this offer , was carried into another Chamber , while the Princes entred into deli- 
ion about the anſwer they ſhould make. They all thought his propoſirion very 
free and reaſonable , and many beliey'd this motion had been inſpired into Perdiceas by 
Selemus, Arſaces, or the Valiant ſtranger ; they p nevertheleſs that it would be bet- 
ter for them to ſuffer their Enemies to come forth of the Citie , than to paſs overto their 
fide, as well by reaſon of the difficulty they would find in making bridges of boars , as 
of the inconveniency they would receive, by quitting a place where they were provided 
of allthings neceſſary , and where all the neighbouring Towns were at their diſp6ſing,to 
$0 into another where they had nothing , and which was wholly within the Enemies 
quarters. When had reſoly'd upon their anſwer , Clitophon was called in again, 
and Lyſimachus, at the entreaty of the _, to him on this manner. All the 
Princes,with whom T have the honour to be allied , think Perdiccas his propoſition very 
pſt, and are glad of the defire he ha's to end our differences by a Battel; and to faci- 
litare the means , wo ive way that he may come forth with momny = all ſerarity; 
__ it in order in the plain on this fide the Town , promiſing to forbear all a&s of 
ty, during the time you have demanded ; In this agreement your advantages are 

at leaſt as great as ours , for if we havea few Villages on our ſide ; you have Bab 
behind you, and the paſſage of the River free. Perdiccas ha's onely forgotten one ton- 
dition in this Treaty , to make it the fuller of freedom , and thar is, fince he knows the 
principalend of our taking up Arms , is for the liberty of the Princeſſes , he ought exther 
to give it them, or put them into the hands of indifferent perſons , who ſhould deliver 
themto the Conquerours after the Battel,, or at the iſſue of the War. Lyſimachus hold- 
mg 
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good earneſt for the Battel ,. the Commanders ſpared no: care, to keep their forces in' a 
good condition, and the Souldiers ofthemſelves inured to war , did by the hope of a 
Battel, rouze up that warlike humour, which during thelife of Alexander, had continually 
poſſeſſed them ; ſome of them imployed themſelves in exerciſes neceſſary for the light, 
others in making clean their Arms, and altogether prepared for that great day , that 
was to determine ſuch important differences. The Princes, with admurable diligence 
ſought whatſoever might be to their advantage ; they viſited their magazines moſt care- 
fully , and rook caretodeliver Armsto thoſe that wanted , or had ſuch as were unfit for 
ſervice. Laomedon, and Menander had the charge of getting ready Chariots of War. 
arm'd with Siches, and blades of iron , like thoſe Darius was wont to uſe 1n his Armies 
and Polyperchon,as a moſt expert Commander, had that of inſtructing the Officers, ad 
training the Souldiers for the tight , by exerciſes that had the form of real encount@s., 
Nor had the fun ſhin'd thrice upon the Towers of Babylon , when out of the Gates there 
_ appear Battalions, which they continued to pour forth for two whole days t&: 
; they encamped within thirty furlongs of their Enemies, and covered a great path 
of the plain with men, arms, and horſes; the diſtance between the Camps was nord, 


great, but that it was within reach of the eye, and the mutual contidence'they had ans the 
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Truce, made divers men of both Parties, come within a fli -ſhot of one another. 
Oroondates had abſolutely recovered his {trength, and felt himſelf better in caſe than 
ever to diſpute his lawfull pretenſtons, both againſt Arſaces, and Perdiccas, and againſt 
all the world ; he already waited impatiently for the day, and prepared himſelt to ler his 
new Companions ſee, that he had wanted nothing bur fortune, to raiſe his Repuration 
above that of Alexander ; they were already inclined to that belief, and by his converſa- 
tion, diſcovered every day new Greatnefles in him, which made them conſider him as a 
God. Lyſimachus was little leſs eager in hisexpeRation of the Day he had ſo much de- 
ſired, but his joy for that was moderated hy ſome new diſquier, which his freinds took 
notice of in his tace. He was troubled that Arſaces, whoſe Perſon he intinitely eſteemed, 
and with whom he had made a friendſhip, was of their Enemies party, and after he had 
Jong ſtudied what courſe might be taken, to deprive them of ſo conſiderable an afliſt- 
ance, he reſolved at laſt to ſee him, to talk with hum, and to indeavour to draw him over 
to his ſide, and reconcile him with Oroondates. The difficulties he foreſaw in that De- 
ſign, were not able to make him deſiſt, and while he was muſing upon it, the fair Ama- 
20n Queen being come to him, he mace her acquainted with his intention. Thaleſtristo 
whom the virtue and Perſon of Arſaces were well known, and who had a marvellous 
eſteem of both, ſince the tine ſhe had fought under his command in the Battel , he gave 
againſt Arimbas upon the Frontiers of Scythia, _—_— Lyſimachus his Reſolution,and 
laboured to confirm him in.it by many Reaſons ſhe alleadged. Y ou will do our Party no 
ſmall ſervice (ſaid ſhe) if you can weaken our Enemies by the loſs of ſuch a man as Ar- 
faces, and you will have no ſmall ſatisfaCtion,if = can make him Oroondates his friend ; 
there muſt needs be ſomething in their Quarrel which I cannot comprehend, nor can I 
tell how Arſaces, who was never in this Countrey, ſhould in a few moments have robb'd 
him of Statira's affe&tions: Iam ſo pals ns in this encounter (replied Lyſimachus) 
that I could never imagine any apparent cauſe of it, but Iwill indeavour to ſift out the 
buſineſs , and to morrow will go near the Enemies Camp, whither I will ſend in a Trum- 
petto Arſaces, and if Ihave the Liberty to talk with him, 1 may perchance draw ſome 
knowledge that will not be unprofitable. Ile bear you company (es Thaleſtris) and 
ſhall be glad to ſee again the face of him that was my General, although mine be utterly 
unknown to him, and that at thistime 1 do not intend to make him acquainted with it, 
Lyſimachus having accepted of the Queens company, with much civility and reſpe&t 
prepared himſelf with her for that interview, and preſently went his way to write a Let- 
terto Arſaces, which he did in theſe terms. 


Lyſimachus to the Great Arſaces. 


H E to whom you promiſed the honour of your friendſhip in the Temple of Apollo, aud 
ſince upon the banks of Euphrates, aid not believe you ſhould come to be in the number 
of his Enemies, and cannot be yours what choice of party ſoever you have made ; if you be 
pleaſed with this proteFtation, you will not refuſe him your ſight, ſince he deſires it onely to aſ- 
ſure you, that his intere$ts are below the affettion he has vowed you, and that though you be a 
friend to Seleucus, you ought not to hate Lyſimmachus. 


The next day which was the eighth of thoſe ten Clitophon had demanded, and after 
which there was to be but one more before the Battell, Lyſimachus, and the valiant Tha- 
leſtris being armed,mounted on horſe-back without imparting their intention to any bo. 
dy, and taking a Trumpet with them, rode toward the Enemies Camp, they made a {tand 
within three or four hundred paces of the firſt Corps de Garde, and having inſtruſted the 
Trumpet in his Commiſſion, ſtaid there waiting for his return, Their expeRation was 
not long, andtheir meſſage having had as good ſucceſs as they. could wiſh, within leſs 
than half an hour they ſaw the great Arſaces appear, and with him atother Cavalier, 
who having heard by the Trumpet how Lyſimachus was accompanied would not leave 
Arſaces, and was very glad to takethat occaſion of ſeeing Lyſimachus again, with whom 
he had already had a former encounter. As ſoon as the two friends knew one another, 
they advanced upon a Gallop, and they that had accompanied them kept back out of 

Eeccece diſcretion, 
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difcretion,& were willing to give them the ity ofentertaining each other a while 
before they mingſed in their converſation. Arlaces and Lyfimachvs being come cloſe toge. 
ther —_— givingtheir Horſes to the Trumpet, after they had put up the Beavers of 
their Helmets, pave one another many imbraces full of a real affe&tion ; they often 
their kindneſſes afreſh, before they ſpake a word, bur in the end Arfaces breaking filence 
firſt, with a majeſtick,and atrraRive grace,and with a ſiveet manly voice : What (nc he) 
he Lyſimachus then, to whom without knowing him otherwiſe than by ſight, I ſo intir 
ave my affe&ions, and is he, who made ſo much account of ſome ſmall Actions of 
rſaces, the man who by a thouſand others, a thouſand times more famous hath þ 
his Reputation over all the Earth 2 Lyſimachus bluſhed ar theſe praiſes, and not be 
willing to ſuffer Arſaces to go on with them ; It belongs to none (replied he) but to the 
reat Arſaces to diſtribute glory unto men, and they that have the happineſs to be be. 
oved by him, may hope for thar by his affe&tion, and eſteem, which they cannot procure 
by their own ations. I once pretended, O Arfaces, to ſome part in that affeRion, which 
I never merited but onely by your goodneſs, and the "_ you had given me of ir, made 
me expe& you would have lent that affiſtance ro me, which now you give untoour Ene. 
mies ; I will neither cry down their A&ions, nor the Juſtice ot their Quarrell before 
him that declares himſelf their Friend, and the conſideration I have of you, makes me 
not mention that which I publiſh to all the world, but I cannot diflemble my grief to 
ſee you turn thoſe Arms againſt us, which commonly are atrended with Vidory, and 
though Seleucus, and many others,” who are with you be worthy of your freindſhip, 1 
cannot bur envy them the happineſs of it, and redouble my hatred toward them by rea. 
ſon of rhis advantage they have over us. Arſaces imbraced Lyſimachus at this diſcourſe, 
& giving paſſage to a few ſighs, I am infinitely indebted to you,(faid he)for the value you 
ſet upon my friendſhip, and this teſtimony I receive of yours is one of the chiefeſt conſo. 
lations [ can have in my unhappy fortune, therefore 1 proteſt ro you by thoſe ſame Gods, 
who every day overwhelm me in new difaſters,that I neither am nor ever wil be yourEne- 
my; Ihave moſt powerful inclinations to you, 6 particular reaſons to love you,andif you 
fee me now ingaged my promiſe,&by ſome other conſiderations among them who are 
ot yourFriends, accuſe not meLyfimachn;, but lay all rhe fault upon my cruel deſtiny.'Tis 
true I ow my life to Seleucus, and Caffander, and that I have obligations to Perdiccashim- 
felf, which are not inconſiderable, but a more weighty Reaſon me to bean Enemy 
to your party, and in what part of the world ſoever that cruell Tormentour of my days 
ſhall happen to be, thither will I turn my revengmg ſword, even to the laſt dropof my 
bloud. I would kill him, if I could poſſibly, even in my fathers arms, if che Gods had ſtill 
left me one, and would make my ſelf a paſſage through what. is deareſt to meinthe 
whole world; to deſtroy him, who with a cruelty full of injuſtice, robs me of that, which 
I thought I had purchaſed, by ſervices which are not to be yalued, by the beſt part of my 
bloud, and even with x4 of mine own honour. No, no, Lyſimachus, in the deylo- 
rable condition of my life, T am no longer Maſter, either of my Deſignes, orof my 
Actions, and that ingratefull Woman, who has ſo unworthily forſaken me, has taken 
away all my hopes, and with them the power of diſpoſing of my felf. I muſt be uncivil, 1 
muſt be unthankfull, becauſe I am miferable, becauſe 1 am deſperate, and the Gods gve 
me every day new occaſions, to ſhew that all the good Thad in me isextinguiſhed, by the 
intrmanity of my fate ; nay, they will haye me indebred for my life, even to my moſt 
bitter, irreconcileable Enemy, becaufe they know, I cannot be other than guilty of m- 
gratitude, and that the bloudy injury I have received from him, ſtifles in my all che 
acknow] ti owhim for it ; heretofore I ſhonkd have paſſed Seas to acquit my ſelf 
of a fels Obligation, and now I would go down as far as Hell, to facrifice him to my faſt 
Reſentments,ro whom I have ſo great an ingagement.This ttey of my life, Lyſimachus, 
es bod os ou ou.and obtain pardon for a choice, which my love, which my jea- 
ie, which my rage forced me to make againſt my former inclinations, and againit my 
affection to you. uttered theſe paſlionate words with an action which ferch'd 
tears into Lyſimachus his eyes, bur his aſtoniſhment was redoubled by them, and confi- 
dering that could not juſtly uſe thoſe Reproaches to Oroondates, who better 
than allthe men mthe workd, had deferved the poffeſſion of Starira, in whoſefervce 
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Arfaces could not have ſpent more than ſome ſhort moments of his life, he was in a 
marvellous confuſion, and being deſirous to draw more Pure light from Arſaces his 
mouth ; I am as ſenſibly touch'd with your diſpleafures (faid he) as with my own, but ei> 
ther 1 cannot comprehend their cauſe, or elſe I can ſee bur little juſtice in them. This Ri- 
val, againſt whom you have ſo violent an indignation, complains of you with more ap- 
ance of Reaſon than you can have, unleſs there be ſome miſtake in your affairs ; 
and there are few perſons but know, that he hath ſpent his whole life in the ſervice of 
that Princeſs, whom you have won from him in an hour ; his deſpair is much better 
grounded than yours, when he remembers the admirable Actions he hath done for her, 
and that being juſt upon the point of receiving the recompence, which was due to him, 
he ſees her, by a prodigious inconſtancy, in your arms, and findes himſelf ingratefull 
forſaken for you, who have done her but very little ſervice, and who are hardly fo _ 
as known to her. How ! (cried the impatient Arſaces) have I done my Princeſs but little 
ſervice, and am I hardly ſo much as known to her ? Lyſimachus was going toreply, and 
they were like to have come to a more perfect clearing of buſineſſes, if an unexpeRed 
accident had not interrupted their converſation;the cauſe thereof was this. The Amazon 
Queen, when ſhe had ſtood a while at a diſtance, liſtening to their diſcourſe, art laſt re- 
ſolvedto goup to them, and Arſaces his companion, by her example, moved from the 
place whefe he made his ſtand ; when they were come a little nearer to one another than 
they had been before, Thaleſtris caſting her eyes upon that Cavalier, ſaw upon his 
ſhield the dreadfull Impreſs of the Vultures, the reputation whereof was already as 
much known, by the valour of him that bore it, as his name was unknown by his ſo late 
coming intothoſe parts, and his having been ever ſince in the Enemies Quarters. The 
Queen preſently remembered her Combat with him, and with what generoſity he had 
defended her from the foul play offered by Caſſander ; being glad of this Encounter, ſhe 
had a minde to make a more particular acquaintance with him, with that intent ſhe 
ſpurr'd on her Horſe, and putting forth her hand as ſhe came up to him ; Valiant Sir 
(cried ſhe) ſince 1 have tried your force in fight, Idelire to be better known to you, and 
to make a friendſhip, if it be | mg with ſo brave and ſo generous an Enemy. The 
ſtranger, who for civility yielded to no man in the world, advanced toward the Queen at 
this diſcourſe, and ſeeing that ſhe put her hand toward the Beaver of her Cask to diſco- 
ver her face, he thruſt up his, and let her ſee his face at the ſametime. Theaſpe of the 
dreadfull Gorgon never wrought more ſtrange effects than this ſight produced mutually 
in theſe two perſons, and if the ſtranger was ſurpriſed to ſee the Queen, the Queen was 
ſtrucken with the height of amazement, when 1n the ſtrangers face ſhe beheld all the Li- 
neaments of her faithleſs Orontes. They inſtantly were ſeized with ſo ſtrange a confu- 
ſion, that they ſeemed like two Marble ſtatues, being neither able to ſpeak nor ſtir ; 
they nes a great while looking upon each other, with inward motions very diffe- 
rent from their ancient tendernefles, and by the fiery glances of their eyes, gave one an- 
other knowledge of the violent thoughts that ſtirr'd them up. They could not abſolutely 
believetheir ſight, and that uncertainty kept them for ſometime irreſolute, ſilent, and 
unmoveable. In theend they no longer doubted of the truth of this Encounter, and the 
Queen,leſs Miſtris of her furious Reſentments than Orontes, took hold of the handle.of 
her ſword, and caſting a look up toward Heaven with a moſtterrible ation, O Gods ! 
(cried ſhe) atlaſt you have brought me that diſloyal man, who hath ſo impyjouſly invo- 
ked you in the falſneſs of his Oaths ; and drawing her ſword, after ſhe had often call'd 
Orontes Traitour, ſhe flew upon him with a fury, like that of a Tygreſs, when ſhe is 
robb'd of her young. Orontes at laſt came to himſelf, and flying both the looks, and ap- 
proach of Thaleſtrjs; O ! my eyes, (cried he) muſt you then behold this faithleſs Wo- 
man again ? Yet though he was no leſs moved than ſhe, he was more moderate; and ha- 
ving ſtill a reſpect to the ſex,and even to the perſon of her whom he had ſo dearly loved, 
he left his ſword ſtill in the ſcabberd, and onely held forth his ſhield, nas | omthe 
blows ſhe made. Leave me, (cried he) leave me falſe ingratefull Woman, and diſcharge 
not 7 rage againſt a man, who is innocent of the loſs thou haſt ſuſtained. The Queen 
replied not with any diſtin& words, but ruſhing upon him with confuſed cries, and re. 
doubled abuſes, made him quickly ſee ſhe'either meant to give him his death, or woning 
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hers from-bim. Arſaces and Lyſimachus turning about at this noiſe, were quite ſurpriſed 
at ſo unfore-ſeen an adventure , and Arſaces,obſerving the manner of that combat,was 
ſomething aſhamed , and troubled to ſee his Valiant Companion, who bad fo braye a re. 
putation, retire, or rather fly before an Enemy. He leaped upon is horſe, and advanced 
roward him , by Lyſimackus his example, who ran preſently to the Queen , when Oron. 
res ſeeking ſanuary by him ; deliver me O ! Arſaces (cried he) deliver me from the ſight 
of this perfidious woman , who is much more cruel ro me than that death ſhe ſtrives tg 
give me. Ah ! monſter of infidelity (replied Thaleſtris, quite beſides her ſelf) hope nat 
that the afliſtance of Arſaces,nor of all the men in the world ſhall ſave thee from my juſt 
indignation. As ſhe ſpake cheſe words, ſhe made her felt paſſage between Arſaces and 
Lyſimachus with ſuch a fury, that thoſe two Valiant men were too weak to withhold her. 
Both of them , becauſe they had heard ſomething of their adventures , began to luſpet 
the truth , and being deſirous to trie ſome remedy againſt ſo ſudden ang fo violent a 
miſchief , they uſed all cheir ſtrengrh , and all their perſwaſions toſtop , and pacifie the 
incenſed Thaleſtris ; but though their ſtrengths were imployed with ſome ſucceſs, all their 
perfwaſions were utterly fruitleſs , and the —_— wrath grew ſo enflamed by their hin. 
drance of her intentions , that ſhe had adoe to forbear diſcharging ſome part of 
her anger upon them. Theſe things were done ſo near Perdiccas his Camp , that the noiſe 
made them inſtantly taken notice of, and Caflander , who was ſeldom froth Orontes, 
believing there was ſome fowl play offered to his friend , and being ready Arm'd for 
ſome other deſign,got haſtily on horſeback, followed by a good number of his men, and 
ran full ſpeed toward Thaleſtris and Lyſimachus , crying out, that they broak the Truce, 
and that they deferved death. Orontes,who by the means of Arſaces and Lyſimachus 
was beginning to retire toward the Camp, ſtrove in vain to ſtop him , and Caſſander, 
ſeeing the Queen , who with her ſword up, endeavoured to get from them that held her, 
calling Orontes Traitour, and Coward, advanced toward her , and without con{ideri 
his odds, laid on with his fword upon her cask with all his Force , the Queen t 

at the blow , and Caſſander was going ta ſecond it, when Arſaces, fearing leaſt he might 
kill her in his arms, would hold her no longer , and the impatient Thaleſtris, whoſe 
needed not that new provocation to ſwell it to the height , no ſooner felt her ſelf at li 
berry , but ſhe ran at Caſſander with an action, which made him grow pale, and think 
already of retreating amongſt his men;when the Queen, raiſing her ſelf upon her ſtirrups, 
ſtruck fuch a weighty blow upon his Helmet, that the ſent him headlong to the ground. 
Afeer this ation ſhe turned her looks, and cries again toward Orontes with more fierce- 
neſs than before ; but they that had accompanied Caffander , were beginning to bend 
their Arms againſt her, and againſt Lyſimachus , who with his ſword in his hand , had 
placed himſelf by her ſide for her defence; when Arſaces did all he could poffibly to keep 
them from ir, and Orontes himſelf, who was already a good way off, faced about, 
drew his fword for the preſervation of his Enemy. But at the ſame time Seleucus came 
thither , who had 'ſo great an Authority amongſt thoſe Souldiers , that at Arſaces en- 
treaty , he made them hold , and while they took up Caſlander, wha was hardly come 
to himſelf, he got Lyſimachus to carry back the Amazon _—_— All the credit he had 
with her was neceſſary to overcome her to that retreat, yer ſhe yielded to it at laſt, when 
ſhe ſaw her ſelf in an impoſlibility to fatisfie her revenge, and ſeeking out her falſe Oron- 
tes with her eye ; Thou prolongeſt thy deſtiny but in vain (cried ſhe) and if thoueſcapeſt 
me at the Battel, Ile ſeek thee in the moſt hidden places of all the world. Lyfimachus 
pulled her from thence at laſt , and was conſtrained to accompany her , without being 
able to finiſh his diſcourſe with Arfaces : This Valiant couple returned into the Camp, 
and during the little way they had thither , Lyſfimachus could not draw one reaſonable 
word from Thaleſtris. Since this ſudden alteration of her humour ſhe was hardly to be 
known , her face was all on fire , and her eyes ſeem'd to-caſt forth live ſparks ; all ber 
motions had a mixture of rage and furie , and all her ordinary moderation had given place 
to moſt impetuous tranſports. You have ſeen him (faid ſhe at laſt, ro Lyſimachus) you 
have ſeen that Traitour , whoſe quarrel you defended with ſo much Valour, and fo littk 
juſtice, and if his life were guiltleſs of infdeliry , perchance you would think him 


ſome enough , to excuſe ſome part ofthe paſſion , a maid may have had for him. 
m 
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made a ſtop attheſe words,to give Lyſimachus leiſure to deliver his approbation of what 
ſhe aid , and within a while after going on with another tone ; How true , and juſt are 
the gods (faid ſhe) and how well do they begin to perform their promife, in bringing me 
this diſloyal man, whom 1 will ſacrifice to the God of Love, and to the God of Hoſpita- 
liry , the Laws of both having been baſely and unworthily violated by him, they expect 
this reparation from me; and my Traitour, obſtinare in his treachery,brings me that head 
himſelf, which I ought to have ſdught to the furtheſt end of the whole world. With 
theſe and ſome other words ſhe came into the Camp, where ſhe would-not alight till ſhe 
came to Oroondates his Tent. Oroondates ſince his recovery had left Polemon's houſe 
tothe Ladies, and Prince Oxyartes had preſented him with a Tent, the Rooms whereof 
were very ſpacious, and convenient. As ſoon as Thaleſtris was come into his Chamber, 
Oroondates(cried ſhe)that Valiant ſtranger,that did ſo many adtnirable ations upon the 
bank of Euphrates againſt Lyſimachus, and his Companions, and in our laſt fight againſt 
me, and the reſt of our party, who do you think it ſhould be, but my perfidious Orontes? 
the juſtice of the gods hath at laſt _ him to the foot of thoſe Altars, upon which 
he muſt be ſacrificed. Oroondates at firſt was ſurpriſed with this diſcourſe , but preſent- 
ly after Lyſimachus having confirmed what the Queen had told him, he admired the 
antaſtical effets of Fortune , and thoſe ſtrange events whereby ſhe ſeems to make her 
ſelf ſport with our deſtenies. Heis with Perdiccas , (continued Thaleſtris) my particu- 
far Enemy is among your Enemies, and that monſter of perfidiouſneſs thinks himſelf not 
et black enough with that he hath ſhowed toward me, unleſs to aggravate his crimes, 
he embrace an unjuſt quarrel, and take up Arms againſt the party of his Prince. It has 
not pleaſed the Heavens that I ſhould engage my ſelf in this war without other in- 
tereſt , than what I take in yours , but they will have hatred , and reſentment exe- 
cute part of that , which honour and friendſhip made me undertake to ſerve you. 
When Oroondates had replied to this diſcourſe , rhe Queen fell again to threats , 
and pour'd forth the moſt violent, and furious words againſt Qrontes , that her paſ- 
fion could [put into her mouth. Oroondates, knowing her impetyous humour , went 
not abaut to juſtitie Orontes to her ſo ſoon , but giving way to her impatience , he 
n = , that he hoped the ſucceſs of that adventure, would prove advantageous to 
repoſe. 

Whule he was in this entertainment with her , the ſorrawfull Demetrius wept at the 
River fide over the Tombe of his deceaſed Hermione ; ſince the time he Fad been 
able to leave his bed , that had been his uſual imploiment , he ſpent almoſt whole dayes 
there, and as ſoon as the Sun began to caſt his light upon the earth, that deſolate 
Prince , whom his ſorrows had made hardly to be known , went forth of his Tent with 
a dejected countenance, and a feeble pace, and drawing near to thoſe dear aſhes , 
paid them his' homage', and ſought no conſolation but in that mournfull exerciſe ; his 
tears made a ſtream, which did almoſt mingle themſelves with the waves of the Ri- 
ver; the embraces he gave to cold, ſenceleſs ſtones, would have put life into any thing 
that had been leſs frozen , and leſs inſenſible than marble, and his moving complaints, 
might without doubt , have obtained any thing elſe from the gods, fave the return of 
Hermione. The Tombe was raiſed with a magnificent ſtruRure , and upon a plate of 


braſs the afflicted Demetrius had cauſed an inſcription to be engraven; which contain'd 
theſe words, | 
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PASSENGER THOU WILT BE CRUELL 
IF THOU EXAMINE THIS LIFE 
TO CONDEMN IT. 
HERMIONE WAS ALL FAIR, 
HERMI ONE WAS ALL 
INNOCENT. 
AND IF SPITAMENES DYED FOR HIS CRIME, 
HERMIONE DYED FOR THE CRIME 
OF DEMETR1US. 
HE WAS THE LOVER, 
HE WAS THE MURTHERER OF HERMIONE. 
' BEWAIL HER DESTINY, O PASSENGER. 
AND SEEK NOT IN THIS TOMB 
FOR THOSE PRECIOUS ASHES, 
WHICH CAN HAVE NONE BUT IN THE HEART 
OF DEMETRIUS. 


Theſe ſorrowfull Entertainments ſettled this young Prince in ſuch a melancholick hy. 
mour, as made him little different from thoſe that have no life at all, and the ſociety of 
his friends, who formerly had found a charming ſweetneſs in his, was no longerableto 
give him any contentment ; as all things were black in his ſoul, ſo would he haveall his 
clothes, his furniture, and his Arms, and if he ſtill bore the God of Love upon his ſhield, 
*twas in a poſture very different from the former ; before he appeared triumphant, but 
now he lay groveling upon a Tomb, his Arrows broken, his Skarf torn from hiseyes, 
and his Quiver overturn'd negligently at his feet. The deadly marks of a grief ſotender, 
and ſo violent both together, infeQting the ſoul of Antigonus, made him almoſt inca- 
ble of executing the funRions of his Charge, and the day, which was to bethenext be- 
ore the Battel, being come, ſcarce was heable to go with the other Commandersinto 
Oxyartes his Tent, to take, and to give Orders in {o important a neceſſity. There it was 
that the Princes met together to diſpoſe of all things againſt that bloudy deciſion of 
their fortunes, theterm whereof was already ſo near at hand ; when they had receiv'd an 
exact account from all the Officers touching the condition of their Force, they began 
to deliberate in what order they ſhould draw them up for the Battel, and reſoly'dto put 
all things in ſuch a readineſs that day, that they might have nothing elſe co do butto 
fight the next ; They imploy'd it all both carefully, and profitably about choſe matters, 
the field of Battel was viſited from ſideto fide, and many Commanders of both parties 
meeting in that Action,ſaw,and talk'd to one another, withont ſhewing any mark of ani- 
moſity in that Encounter. Afterward they offer'd ſacrifices french the whole Camp, 
and the Princes, behaving themſelves there with much zeal, and affe&ion to the Gods, 
made their Souldiers know that the ViRory was not to be expected from their Arms, 
but rather fromthe will of the Gods, be on th by Actions of Piety ought to win unto 
their party ; the entrails of the ſacrificed beaſts were viſited with great care, and with 
great anxiety, the ſmoke, and the mo of birds were curiouſly obſery/d, but though the 
South-ſayers by thoſe ſignes knew the great abundance of bloud that was to be ſhed, 
they wereutterly ignorant of the ſucceſs, and could not by any token judge to which of 
the two parties the Gods intended the advantage of that bloudy day. The night was 
ſpent by the ſouldiers in different imployments, ſome of them took their reſt mw 
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freſher for the toil they were to undergo, others drefſed their Horſes, others mended the 
defects of their Arms, and all to prepared themſelves for that memorable Action, 
which was to be the Decider of fo many Quarrehz. 

Scarce did the day begin to appear,when from all parts of the Cainp,the ſound of Trum- 
pets rour'd upthe/faſteſt ſleepers;the morning was fair and clear,and the noiſe of all thoſe 
warlike inſtruments, ſeeking out the neareſt hollows both in theWoods,& on the banks of 
the River,made the —_ _ with redoubled yer even in that _ £ON» 
fuſion had a mixture mething very delightful. They that came firſt abraad,fay 1 
Prolomens hisTent a Standard di Slay'd, which they knew to be the ſignal of thefiaere,& 
among ſo many thouſand men, there were few in whs that light did not produce cotent» 
ment. Prince Oroondartes, being one of the firſt awake, ſaluted that day with a joyfull ery, 
and after having call'd for his Clothes; Today(faid he)we are to fight for you Caflandra, 
and you ſhall be deliver'd out of Perdiccas his hands, either farArfaces,or for Qroondates. 
Burl, ued he within a while after)it will 'neither be for Arſaces,nor for Oroondates; for 

ou have forſaken Oroondates in tavour of Arſeces, and you ſhall ſee Arigces fall by the 
band of OroondatesAs he ſpake theſe words,he leap'd out of Bed,end ſcarce had he begun 
to put on his Clothes, but he call'd for his Arms. Ler's ſee (ſaid he)if in this long idleneſs I 
have not forgot which way to put on a Cuiraſle,& if with the practiſe, I have not alſo loſt 
the Theory of the firſt profeſſion to which my ufe was deſtined. He was faying thus, wben 

Qu. Thaleſtris (whoſe cruell paſſions had waken'd her with the firſt)came into his Cham- 
ber,and after her Prince Lyſimachus,Eumenes, Ilyoneus, Tiridates,and many others. Qro- 
ondates praiſing their diligence,and particularly the Queens;] ſhould bluſh Madam,(faid 
he)to ſee my ſelt out-ſtrip'd,and haſten'd on by aLady,to goo fight for my own intereſts 
if you werenot the divine Thaleſtris,who both in Peace and War hath all manner of Ad- 
vantages over us. The motives of my diligence (replied the Queen) deſerve notto be en- 
vied by any body, and my Revenge lies £00 near my heart,to hope that it will allow me a 
moment of quiet ſleep. ThenLyſimachus putting into their diſcourſe;] have ſeen yourEne- 
my, (faid he to the Queen) and both the ſight of his face, and that of his gallant Acti- 
ons hath begor in me an aftection, and an eſteem for him, which conld make me wiſh, 
thateither you were leſs revengeful,or that he were well diſpoſed to Gtisfic you. My ſatil- 
faction (anſwered Thaleſtris) is in the poiat of my fword, and in the bloud of that faxchi- 
les man. 1 would it pleaſed the Gods, Madam (added Oroontades) that he might be 
found innocent, and that I were able tocontribute to your repole, by the beſt gan of 
that little I have lefr. The Queen,to whom this diſcourſe was not very pleaſing, forbore 
not however to anſwer it with much civility, and in the mean time Oroondates bis Aras 
were brought ; They were a Preſent Lyſimachus had made him, and the workmanſhip of 
the admu*d Hyperion ; formerly they had been Hepheſtion's, who having given them 
to Lyſimachus after their Reconciliation, he thought he could not pur them into better 
hands than the Prince of Scythia's. His ſhoulders were firſt incloſed wth a Cuiraſle of 
Damaſcus Steel ſo excellently temper'd, that it was proof almoſt to the moſt dangerous 
Weapons,and inrich'd with a graving worthy the hands of its famous Artiticer heigrben- 
edwith Gold by marvellous induſtry, and ſpreading it ſelf inleavyes over all theCuuraſle, 
with a pkeaſing andskilfull confuſion ; from the body of the Cuirafſe, upon Baſes of 
Cloth of Gold, hung Plates of the ſame Steel graven m the ſame manner, which reach'd 
almoſt to the knee, ending with Taſſels of Gold twiſt interwoven with Pearl ; thoſe 
which (coming forth of a Lyons mouth upon his ſhoulder) fell over the flceve of tus 
Caſſock were gd = onnifedes dotuiotiibien, var of or free 
covered from t le of hisLeg unto his Toe, were all uita glfter” | 
the poliſhing of che ſteel, hors the Gold which fer « off ; bus good bas pax Sew a 
little Gold Chain, which ſeem'd to come ont of rhe mouths of two {nal xatich beads of 
Gold before and behinde his Cuiraffe, and wben he was ficted with all checeſt of bis 
Armour, Toxaris cover'd his head with a Cas, whereon che workman had fet forth 
the utmoſt of his skill ; beſides that the graving was moredelicate, and the poliſh! 
more beautifull, the fore-part of it was adorn'd with an Eagle, whoſe owt-firetch' 
Wings, and all his Phumage were richly gilt, and from the hinder part the re roſe a lurle 
Pipe of Gold, out of which came a long fprig, encompaſſed with a ſcore of black and 


white 
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white Feathers ſer thick with ſpangles. In this habit , with a lofty walk , and a garb 
which breathed forth nothing but War , he went out of the Tent with his Valiant com. 
panions. At the door ſtood ready a brave Cappadocian horſe,which Evmenes had ſent 
him , except Bucephalus-there ,had not teen ſeen cne better ſhap'd, nor of a more ad. 
vantageous ſtature , hiscolour was black, ſpotted all over with white ſpots in ſo great 
order,as made that to be ſuſpected for art , which proceeded onely from nature ; his tail 
ſwept "_ the ground , and his main, which fell confuſedly over his ſhoulders, came 
waving looſely down below his knee. Oroondares being got lightly upon his back , and 
having tried him before his companions with a skill , vigour , and grace that was peculiar 
to him alone , Armed his right hand with a ſtrong Javeline , and upon his left arm took 
a ſhield little different from that of Telamon's Son, and which perchance would have 
made any other arm, but his have ſunk under its weight, in the middeſt of it was repre. 
ſented a Cupid, who trampling under foot a = many trophies of Arms heaped up to. 
gether , was invironed with ſtorms, and flaſhes of lightning , in his right hand he held 
one of thoſe bolts , which Jupiter alone is wont to dart at guilty heads , and 
near him were theſe words written in the Scythian w_ Nuthing againſt Line. 
In this equipage Oroondates would have appeared little different trom Mars himſelf 
if amidſt that which was terrible in him , he had not had far more ſweet and love. 
ly features , than thoſe we commonly ſee in the pictures of that god of Battels, 
Nor is he much unlike him in the fight ; woe be to them that ſhall oppoſe his 
force this bloudy day , each blow ot his carries a certain death along with it, and his 
hand makes the molt ſovereign herbs to looſe their vertue. He marches in the middeſt 
of theſe Valiant friends , reYard the place where the Troups were already drawing up, 
according to the orders reſolved on the day before ; There he found Prolomeus, Crate- 
rus, Antigonus and the reſt all buſie in the duties of their ſeveral Offices , but though that 
day the | ava by courſe ſhould have been commanded by Prolomeus , he deveſted him- 
felt of all his ahericy amongſt his friends , and would needs have them ſhare equally 
with him in the honours of that ation ; it began with ſacrifices which were redoubled 
with a moſt ardent devotion , and then having taken a light repaſt, all the Cfficersretired 
ro their charges,and placed themſelves at the head of thoſe Forces they were to command. 
The Army was divided into four bodies , the weakeſt of which was of ten thouſand horſe, 
and twenty thouſand foot ; T he tirſt was given to Prince Orcondates compoſed of X- 
!ptians under the command of Cleomenes Lieutenant to Ptolomeus, of Syrians under 

- 4 Valiant Prince Laomedon , of Lydians under the brave Alexander their ſovereign, 
and of Cylicians under the obedience of Philotas. Art the head of theſe , and by the lide 
of Prince Oroondates the Valiant Amazon placed herſelf , having on the ſame Arms in 
which ſhe had done the former ations , and ſo viſibly breathing torth revenge, that ſhe 
almolt caſt fire through the bars of her Helmet ; ſhe was deſirous to fight that day by the 
Prince of Scythia, and was accompanied in that deſign by Oxidartes, 1 yridates, Ilyoneus, 
and Fharnabaſus. Prince Oxyartes com.manded the ſecond body, in which were firſt the 
Bactrians, and Zoydians under Cophes the ſon of Artabaſus, he himſelf having been con- 
ſtrained by allthe Princes to forbear the Battal by reaſon ot his age , and onely to aſhiſt 
thoſe with his counſe], whoſe youth made them more fit for ation ; next thoſe ot Arme- 
nia under Phrataphernes, thoſe of Hircania under Philippus , and thoſe of Meſopotamia 
under Archeſilaus. Thoſe that accompanied Oxyartes were Mythranes, Leoſtenes the 
<on of Ariobarzanes, Lyſander and Piſiſtratus the Sons of Phrataphernes and Archeli- 
laus. The third body was led by brave Eumenes,who under him had the Cappadocians, 
and Paphlagonians, thoſe of Thracia, Pontus, and of the Boſphorus,Lyſimachus his new 
ſubjets, and thoſe Arabians and Africans that were under the obedience of Prolomeus. 
Art the head of theſe Forces with Eumenes were Menelaus , Ptolomeus his brother Leoca- 
ris, and Dioxippus the Sons of Mentor , and Trafillus the brother of Menander. The laſt 
Barralion marched under the great Polyperchon, conſiſting of tifreen thouſand Macedo- 
nians, brought by him and Craterus, of Phrigians the ſubjeRs of Antigonus, and of Il- 
rians led by Callicrates the ſon of Philoſas, Polyperchon had with him bo ſon Alexander, 
Demochares and Cleobulus, and (the moit Valiant as well as: the moſt beaurifull of all) 
the diſconſolate Demetrius ; forall his looks were pale and wan , one might fee in on 
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an eagerneſs to fight , and though he marched with a ſorrowfull countenance it was not 
at allthe leſs reſolute ; for his uſual courage , being improved by the delire he then had 
to die, thruſt him on to the performance of miraculous atchieyements ; his Arms , his 
Horſe, withall bis furniture were black , and that weeping God of Love did fo well ac- 
company the ſadneſs of him that boreir , that i gained him the compaſlion of all thoſe 
that beheld him. To every Battalion there were fifty Chariots Arm'd with Sithes, and 
fll'd with Archers which were to march in the front ; thoſe of Oroondates commanded 
by Oxydates , thoſe of Oxyantes by Mythranes, thoſe of Eumenes by Menelaus , and 
thoſe of Polyperchon by Cleobulus ; This was the diſpoſing of the Army , in which Lyſi- 
machus, Prolomass, Craterus, and Antigonus, would needs be exempted from any par- 
ticular command , that they might be at liberty to go any whither ; according as occa- - 
fon ſhould require. Before the Army began to move, ſome ſpies came in from the 
Enemies Camp , who inforn!'d the Princes touching the order of it , and from them they 
received an account as followeth. 

Perdiccus, whither it were upon intelligence of the manner of the Princes drawing up, 
or for ſome other reaſon, had like them divided his Army into four bodies , of between 
four and five and thirty thouſand men at the leaſt,co each of which he had appointed two 
Commanders of equal Authority. Perdiccas and his Brother Alcetas led the firſt ; com- 
poſed of the inhabitants of both the Media's ſubject ro Alceras, and Acropates ; of the 

- Suſians under Sinus , and of the Babylonians under Peuceſtas; Fhe ſecond was com- 
manded by the Valiant Seleucus , and the great Arſaces , in which were the fifteen thou- 
and Macedonians that followed Seleucus his Colours , theſe Ba&rians and Zogdians that 
obeyed Scytheus, and Amintas, and the Parthians under Andiagoras and Nicanor. 
The third march'd after Caſſander, and the Valorous Orantes conſiſting of ſix thouſand 
Argiraſpides , under their leaders Antigenes , and Teutamus ; of Carians the ſubjeRs of 
Caſlander, and of Lycians and Pamphilians under their Prince Nearchus. The laſt was 
under the conduct of Leonatus and Neoptolemus, and in it were the inhabitants of Per- 
ſida, and thoſe "of the leſſer Phrygia their ſubjze&ts,, they of mount Caucaſus under Axi- 
archus, the Pelaſgians under Arthous, and under Srratanor the Drache's and Argeans. 

had three hundred Chariots of War commanded by Python, and Aminta, and 
rank'd in an order little different trom that, in which the Princes had placed theits. Theſe 
two potent Armies being thus diſpoſed , came at the ſame time from the places where 
they were encamped , and advanced equally into that | 2097 plain , which lay between 

Camps. They were no ſooner within ſight, but they ſaluted one another with 
horrible cries , and ations which viſibly teſtified the ardour that carried them. on unto 
the Bartel ; as they drew nearer together, the fierceneſs of their hearts redoubled , their 
anger grew more inflamed by ſeeing their Enemies , andtheir Officers were hardly able 
to keep them from ruſhing on —_—_ to the fight , when they were come withia a 
certain diſtance , they were commanded to makea ſtand, to receive the laſt orders, and 
then the Generals riding by the head of every Battalion, ſhowed themſelves to the Soul- 
diers, and with fiery exhortations infuſed courage, even'into, the fainteſt of them all. 
Oroondates appearing with that Majeſty , and grace which was inſeparable from his 
meaneſt ations , ſet torth all the eloquence the gods had endowed him with , to inſpire 
Valour into his men , and paſling from one divition to another with admirable ſwift- 
neſs, not much unlike a flaſh of lightning , kindled all hearts by his words and preſence. 
He had never been ſo great, nor ſo handſome in the eyes of his faithfull Araxes as at 
that time , andthe Amazon Queen , who eaſed him as much as poſlibly ſhe was able in 
the dayes of his command , could not behold him in that condition without admiration. 
Lyſimachus and his Valiant companions were no leſs full of buſineſs, and when they 
had ſet all things in the readineſs they ought to be, and that they neither could, nor 
would longer retain the eagerneſs of the Souldiers , they choſe the places where 
they meant to fight themſelves , and remembring mn oh order the , Enemies 


were drawn up, they went and put themſelves ſeverally at the head of the four Batta- 
lions. Lyfimachus took his place near Oroondates, who received him. with demon- 
ſtrations of joy worthy of their friendſhip , Antigonus near Oxyates ,Prolomeys near 
had thus diſpoſed of them- 
tt 


ſelves 


Eumenes, and Craterus near Polyperchon. As ſoon as they: 
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ſelves , they commanded the Trumpets to-grve the laſt ſignal. That dreadfull, yet plex. 
ſing noiſe of 0 my warlike inſtruments , reſounded along the banks of Euphrates for 
many furlongs , and preſently after the ſpace, which ſeparated the two: Armies, began to 
decreaſe , and ſuch an infinite number of Arrows were let fly from either ſide , that 
could hardly find free _ to the marks they were aim'd at ; hundreds of men 
groveling in the duſt ,, and hundreds of horſes fell under their maſters at that firit man. 
ner of fight , but within a while it altered form, taking another much more hideous and 
bloudy ; the ſquadrons and&iviſions cloſed to _y s , but cheir Valiant leaders de. 
firing to have the honour to-begin the _ , advanced mutually before their Tr 
and tan-at one another with an animoſity ,-which proceeded from a bigher intereſt than 
that of thejr Commands. Oroondates and Lyſimachus knowing Perdiccas and Alcetas 
by the intelligence they had received concerning the order of their Battel, and by many 
other marks , thundred upon them with an i uſneſs which admits of no com 
ſon, and the Valiant Amazon made a furious charge againſt Peuceſtas; Pay me (cried (. 
rqonglates to Perdiccas) Pay me that life which I have ſaved thee twice. Let us fight (aid 
Lyſimachus to Alcetas) Let us fight for Pariſatis ; theſe words received no anſwer , nor 
were they heard perhaps amidft the cries, and noiſe of that encounter , but = were 
clofe followed by deeds , and theſe fix -Valiant perſons ſtruck one another with their 
Javelines , and ſhocked each other with their ſhields , with equal courage but forces 
ſomething different. Oroondates reet'd in his ſaddle at the blow Perdiccas gave him, bur 
Perdiccas and his horſe came tumbling both rogerher to the ground. Lyf1machus loſt 
his ſtirrups at the ſtroke of Alcetas , but he took him out of his ſaddle , and threw him 
headlong inthe duſt , and the Valiant Thaleſtris made Peuceſtas fly over the crupyer of 
his horſe-, among the feet of thoſe that were about him. All the advantage of this firſt 
encounter being on our Princes ſide, their party ſvlemniz'd it with a joyfull cry, and from 
that glorious beginning , drew happy preſages of the victory. Thele diſmounted Princes 
were prefently environed by-many of their men , who oppoſing the furie of their Ene- 
mies, ferthem again on horſ-back , and their gallant Conquerours, not being able to 
Force that reſiſtance , turned their blows another way , and by their example made their 
ſquadrons fall in pell-mell among the Enemies. Then it was that the earth became co- 
vered with dying bodies, and that the face of all things grew difmall and terrible. The 
Armed Chariots made great" flaughters on both fides , the Egyptians and Medes, the 
Syrians and Babylonians falling together with an equal confuſfton. The firſt ſquadrons 
having begun the Battel, che ſecond made ther charge with the ſame fury ; Arfaces ran 
at Antigonus, and Seleucus at Prince Oxyates, but Oxyates had the worft againſt Seleu- 
cus, and Antigonus was overthrown upon the earth, by che redoubted hand of Arſaces; 
by the ſame hand preſently after fell Liſtander , and Piſiſtratus , the ſons of Archeſilaw 
and Phrataphernes, Pififtratus was run throngh the body , and Liſtander cloven from 
the ſhoulder to the breaſt ; their defolare Fathers were preſent at that fight , and ruſhing 
both at the ſame time upen him that had flain their Children , affaulred him with cries 
full of rage and reſentment/,//bur fortune was adverſe to them and their Genius was in- 
frriourto that of Arſaces , for Archefilans had his hand eur off wich a back-blow , and 
Phrataphernes was ſo forcibly encountred,that he came over with his horſe, and lay with- 
out ſence'or motion. White Arſaces ſtrives by ſuch ations as theſe to repair the difad- 
vantage the firft body had received by the Valour of Oroondates , and Lamas , the 
third and laft Battahons' march on unto the fight , and charged with a fiercenfs no = 
inferiour to their Companions ; The encounter of Ptolomeus , and Eumenes with 
ſander, and the Valiant Orontes paſſed without any great advantage on either party, for 
though Prolemeus loſt one of his ſtirrups by the ſhock of Orontes , Caſfander loft both 
his by that of the brave Eumenes. Craterus and Polyperchon foughe with more equalt- 
'ty againſt Neoptolemus and Leonatus , but all thoſe that oppoſed the young Demetrius, 
who had taken his place in this laſt body , felt both the weight of his Arm , and the et- 
feats of his grief. In this general mixture of Squadrons, and Battakons ; diſorder and 
confuſion quickly were accompanied which wounds and horrour , by ſhapes 
to all thoſe objects, with a few hours before appeared mot? pleaſing, and delighefull ; the 
Haughter was ſo unwverſal,that in all the Battels which had ever been fought under Darms, 
or 
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or Alexander, Death never had reigned with ſo abſolute an Empire as that bloudy day: 
ifthe Parthian fall by a Syrian Javeline , the Syrian is ſlain by the ſword of a Lycian, and 
the dying Hircanian the Pamphilian along with him , bloud has not onely made the 
earth looſe its;colour in the thickeſt of the fight , but Avwes in purple ſtreams , for many 
furlongs round about ; the Chariots had in the beginning done great execution , but ar 
laſt the Commanders on both ſides , om beſt to give place to their impetuouſneſs, 
and killing the horſes as they paſſed , made them equally uſeleſs to one another. After 
that all the ſeveral diviſions were engaged , the Generals being no longer tied to keep 
with their particular Battalions , where they hardly were any longer obey'd , went free- 
ly into all places , according to the ardor that tranſported them. Oroondartes, and Tha- 
leſtris ſought every where for Arſaces, and Orontes , and the furious Prince of Scythia 
running from one ſquadron to another, made the name of Arſaces reſound whereſoever 
he went ; his Enemy was no leſs impatient, nor leſs induſtrious to find out him , but the 
obſtacles that- were in their way retarded the execution of their defires , and to break 
through them, they did actions thar ſtruck terrour into allthoſe that looked upon them, 
and that are as far beyond belief as above expreſſion. Oroondates, which way ſoever he 
turned himſelf, left bloudy marks of his paſſage , when Caſſanders two brothers Jolas, 
and Philippus qr my themſelves before him ; and would have oppoſed his fury , as a 
damme at the fall of an impetuous torrent ; they charged him both ar the ſame time with 
two blows, which ſcarce made any print upon his Arms , bur the fierce Prince of Scythia, 
uited them with two others ; which being given by a more vigorous hand than theirs, 
produced very different effe&s. Jolas was laid along, having his ſhoulder run through 
with a thruſt ,, and with a back-blow Philippus his cask and his head within it, were made 
to rowle together upon the graſs ; they that ſaw the fall of theſe two young Princes , and 
knew their quality , ran with loud cries to take revenge ; but Oroondates broak through 
them with the ſame fury , and before their eyes, ſlew Theagenes the Son of Python, Ari- 
ſtocles the brother of Peuceſtas, and made Antigenes, and Teutamus Commanders of 
the Argiraſpides, to tumble breathleſs among the horſes feet. By theſe prodigious fears 
he at laſt opened himſelf a paſſage to Arſaces , and-with a loud voice defied him to the 
encounter , when he on the other ſide had newly diſpatch'd Tratillus and the unfortu- 
nate Tiridates. Theſe two great Warriers knew one another by their cries , and by the 
ations they ſaw each other do , yet before they could ger together , Oroondates cleft 
inis his Sons head into two pieces , and meeting the Valiant Neoptolemus in his way, 
fed him with ſo great violence , that he ſent him altonied among the legs of Arſaces 
his horſe. Arſaces could not know his Enemy better than by ſuch marks as thoſe , nor 
did he any longer doubt bur it was he , and teſtifying that aſſurance by a fierce cry , he 
ranto him, holding up his ſword with ſuch an action as might have terrified any body 
but Oroondartes ; both of them would have ſpoken , but the extreamiry of their anger 
madethem both unable to expreſs themſelves, and the confuſed noiſe of ſo many voices 
would not ſuffer them to underſtand one another. Ptolomeus, Craterus, and Demetrius 
on the one fide, and on the other Seleucus, Nearchus, and Leonatus, with many other 
Commanders of each party were preſent at their meeting , and all as with a mutual con- 
ſent ſuſpended their enmity for a few moments, to become ſpeatours of that furious 
encounter , nor did it any way fail their expectation, Gough the buſineſſe was of no 
long continuance. The two enraged Warriers , whoſe thoughts were not upon the de- 
fenſive, caſt their ſhields behind their backs , and putting both hands to their ſwords, 
lifted them on high into the air,and PR them down withthe utmoſt of their ſtrength 
upon each others Helmet. Ar thoſe mighty blows , the two ſwords flew in a thouſand 
pieces, their Creſts were beaten off , their caskes deeply dinted , and how great ſo ever 
was the fortitude of thoſe to gallant men , it was not proof againſt ſo infinite a violence. 
Arſaces bleeding both at noſe and mouth, fell in a ſwown at Seleucus his feet , and Prolo- 
meus running to Oroondates , ſaw him open his arms , and ſink without underſtanding 
from his ſaddle into the duſt. The fall of theſetwo matchleſs perſons , cauſed thoſe ot 
each party to ſend forth mighty cries , and kindled a furious combuſtion round abour 
them. Prolomeus, Craterus, and Demetrius ſheltred Oroondates with their bucklers,and 
his faithfull Aranes,who ſtirr'd not from him , _ him off with the aſſiſtance of Ilyo- 
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neus, Menelaus, and many others ; Arſaces his friends did rhe ſame for him, andrhen be. 
tween thoſe fix valiant men there began a Combat worthy of more li6edfull SpeRtatourg, 
and of larger room toſſet forth the proots of their valourwith better liberty. Proloinens 
having known Seleucus by feverail marks, fpurr'd vp to him witha yoyfull voice, and 
preventing Demetrius who was going to charge him ; 'Seleucus (cried he) thy old Enemy 
defies thee, and now thou halt a brave occation to execute thy threatnings. Seleucys 
anſwered theſe words onely with a mighty ſtroke, which Prolomeus quickly repay'd, 
Craterus at the ſame time cloſing with Leonatus, and Nearchus with young Demetrius 
The was reaſonable equal between the four firſt, but deſperate Demetrius whoſe 
grief ſeem'd to have redoubled his ſtrength, after ſome few blows given, on both ſides 
with wondrous violence, beat down-Nearchus at his feet; and turning about toward his 
Friends, was going to make their Victory ſure, whea valiant Qrontes came up un. 
rothart place. He had made himſelf remarkable that day by a thouſand Ations of ar 
admirable Valour, his Arms were all beſmear'd with bloud, and he was hardly tobe 
known but by that famous device of the Heart torn with Vultures, which had yerre: 
rain'd ſome part of its worited figure ; he beſides divers others had {fain youn ring 
baſus, and the rwo unfortunate fons of. Mentor, and had left great Polyperchon,-and 
his couragious ſon Alexander, half dead upon the ground. As he came near to thely 
brave Combatants he faw Nearclus fall, and defiringto make amendsfor his diſaſter, 
clave the throng of thoſe that oppoſed his paſſage, and rufh'd forward unto Demetrius 
Thar young Prince who knew him T- ſhield) and who —_ upon the bank of 
Euphrates, had been croſſed in his deſign of meaſuring his ſtrength with his, recei'd 
him gladly, and advanc'd before all his Companions to meet him fingle ; they by fone 
blows given with little inequalty,had begun to ſhew each other proof of rheirreci 
Valour, when Lyſimachus open'd himſelf a large way thither with his (word ; bews 
ſtill wet with the bloud of Nicanor Commander of ſome of the Parthians,of Apiarchus, 
of Criton the ſon of Acropates, of Tydeus Nephew to Perdiccas, and'many othen 
whom he had left biting ,the earth, and ſeeking to enhaunce his glory by new Deſeats 
he no ſooner knew Orontes his ſhield, but he came up cloſe to Demetrivs, faying, Leave 
t his Combat to me Demetrius, we began it once already, and I waschalleng'd byOrow 
tes when we parted. Scarce had he ſpake theſe words, when another cried out, The death 
of this faithleſs man belongs to me, and none of you have right rodifpure it with ae. 
Orontes was not at all diſmayed at the number of his Enemies, but deſiring them allco- 
gether, Come valiant men (ſaid he) come all of you together aſſault this Life, which I 
ſhall be well enough able to defend againſt you, and if you be not aſhamed of thisine- 
uality, let's get out of thiscrowd to make an end of our Combar. As he brought forth 
theſe words, he flew upon them like a Lion, when prefently amongſt his Enemies he 
knew the revengefull Thaleſtris, who more eager than the rett, had ar laſt obtain'd the 
place ſhe ſought beforethem. Thar fight benumm'd Orontes his courage, and in a mc» 
ment froze his gallant Reſolution. O ! Woman (cried he) art thou not weary withtor- 
menting me? and caſting his ſhield behinde his back, he took Sanctuary amongſt tus 
Friends againſt her fury, and againſt her ſight, which he could not indure. Thou flieſt 
Traitour (cried the inraged Queen) thou flieſt from a Womans ſword ; but know, thus 
Victory would not be ſo ſhameful! to thee, as the perfidiouſneſsthou art guilty of. She 
ſaid theſe words purſuing him, and overthrowing all that oppoſed her paſſage. Acropa- 
tes to his misfortune happen'd to be in herwway, and the deſperate Queen whoſe force 
was doubled by her rage, ſlaſh'd off his body at the waſte, leaving one haff in the Sad- 
dle, while the other tumbled among the Horſes feet. Cleon the ſon of $tratanor loſt his 
life by her conquering hand, and Liſtander the brother of Andiagoras had the ſelf fame 
ny Perdiccas and his brother Alceras were hardly able to ſtop her fury. Perdiccas 
at day done many Actions of a knowing General , and of a valiant man, 
for though there were very few that could ſurpaſs him in fighting skilfully with his own 
hand, there were yet fewer that could equal him in experience to command an Army 3 
he by Orders often ſeaſonably given,and by his prudent diligence had many times upheld 
and had that day kept the ViRory in equal ballance. The Medes, Pamphul- 


his party, 
ans, and Carians began to yeild a little to the force of the Egyptians, Tirana, and 
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padocians, but the ſtout Argiraſpides did wich mitaculous effects ſuſtain and tru- 

firme the Attempts of the moſt. avantike Phalanxes, .chey wnterly defeated the Lydians, 
Arabians, and Phrygians, and with juſtice carried away thel of having preſery'd 
their party in-that Bartel. Oroondates and Ariſaceswere pecoveredout of -their 
fkwowns, and though they that had taken care of them, uſed/itheir indeavours to'pet 
theminto tha Tents ; it was impoſſible to perſuade them'totn;'wach of them-inquired 
what was become of his Enemy, and not On EIT, they had taken 
up other ſwords amongſt the heaps of dead bodies, and wore gotten again into the 
thickeſt of the tight, more fierce, and terrible chan before, *owas to the misfortune of 
many gallant men that chey return'd into che Battel, and the rage that ftirr'd themup 
was Fara to many Warriers, whoſe prowels deſery'd a better deſtiny. — Q9 
brave Amintas, could not preſerve thee from falling under theblows of Qroondates ; 
nor could the goodneſs of thy Arms, O vatiant Phrlotas, defend thee from-the-fword 
of fierce Arfſaces ; Theſe two redoubted Warriers flew manyother famous/Captains, 
and ſeeking one another through che middeſt of blond and{laughter, would fare have 
met again if the day would have allowed them time. All chings then were an 8 moſt hor- 
rid form, the number of the dead exceeded thar of the hving, and the field was-covered 
with great heaps of bodies, from whence ran ſtreams of bloud that emptied themſelves 
into \ a River ; the ſouldiers were no longer obedrertto Command, nor knew the per- 
ſons that commanded, and both ſides were 1o eager to deſtroy thoſe who had been for- 
merly their Companions, that night was hardly able to put an obſtacle to their fury. 
Bur for its arrival, both Armies had been cotally defeated, and 'twas not till it began to 
growdark, that after many fignals to retreat, the. broken Squadrons began to rally. 
Neither the Prifice of Scyrhia, nor the brave Arſaces, did at all contribute to that care, 
which their particular animoſity made them wholly remit to their Companions. Ac laſt 
INE ceaſed, the ſouldiers began to gather to wo "fray wy rn _ 
mained almoſt equally to both parties. This- Victory ſo obſtinately diſputed, declar 
not ſelf abſolutely fe iden, in could they that.day knowithewrlofſes, .or reckon the 
mmber of their dead ; but each Army having raltied as well as waspoſlible mthedark, 
retired into the place where it was incamp'd before. Theſe objedts:would beve been dif- 
mallto behold, if darkneſs had not at that time made them anviſible ; a thoſe thar 
retreared with their Commanders, divers were hurt; and 'many others ſorely wounded 
came foftly behinde, or rather crawF'd withour any order after their felows, anda very 
preat number were left among the ſlain, - who aot yet quite dead, lay with groans beg: 
Sins the affiſtance of their deareſt friends, by whotn they ſaw themelves Forlaken int 
nipht, and in their utmoſt extremities. | 

Our Princes were no ſooner come into the Cainp, but they ſaw the Ladies in great 
perplexity coming forth to meet them. Apamia, Arſinoe, andthe reſt having pait the 
day full of deadly apprehenſions, receiv'd their Husbands with open arms, and {carce 
would ſuffer them to get into their Tents before they begun to pull off their Armour, 
and look upon their wounds. By good fortune none of the Princes had any that were 
mortal ; Oroondates, Lyſimachus, Ptolomeus, and Demetrius had ſome few, bur ſuch 
light ones, that they could —_— perfwaded to keep their beds for them the next day. 
Antigonus was run through the ſhoulder, and brave Craterus through thethigh, Poly- 
perchon was wounded in the head, and in the right arm ; the Amazon Queen, ;Oxyar- 
tes, and Eumenes had nohurt at all, but of all the other Commanders very few were 
free; part of the night was ſpent in drefling them, and the remainder was gyven to'reſt, 
and in many quarters of the Army, to the cries and complaints of thoſe who- bad 
loſt their near Friends, or Kinfmen in the Batre ' The next. day there came' Meſſengers 
from Perdiccas, who demanded a Fruce of the Princes for ſix-days, to bury the dead, 
and dreſs thoſe that were wounded of both parties. It preſently was grantetly and'chey 
oneither ſide ſent without delay to view the field. There it was they met wah objects 
worthy of compadlion, and then their loſſes began to be known by cthe\compuretuon. of 
the dead, and by the remainder of the living ; the Princes found they had loft: above 
fifty thouſand men, and on Perdiccas his fide there were ſlain above threeſfeorean{k tea 
thouſand, among which divers were very conſiderable on eath.giarty, on4hasedf' the 
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Princes were Philotas, Archeſelaus and his ſon ; Piſiſtratus, Pharnabaſus, Trafillus T,.. 
ridates, the'two ſons of 'Mentor, and many others, who for their quality and LL 
were lamented by the wlighe Army. Onthe other Amintas, Nicanor, Axiarchus, phi. 
lippusthe brother of Caflander, Acropat&s, with his ſon, the ſons of Erigius, py 
and Stratanor, the brothers of Peuceſtas, and Andiagoras, Perdiccas his nephew and 
great number more, whoſe loſs was no {mall affliction to their party. All that 
was imployed in carryingthem off, which their friends did with grievous laments. 
tions, and of the bodies of: common ſouldiers they made great heaps with their Armst9 
burn them, ſince by reaſon of their exceſſive number they could not give the honour of 
Burial tro every one in particular. That order was executed the day following, and many 
of the Commanders were preſent at that Ceremony, the reſt knowing their Forces to be 
much diminiſh'd,were buſte in ſetting men on work to fortifie.their Camp, to make their 
Linesdeeper, and draw new ones in places which they had before neglected. 

Theſe were the general imployments, but thoſe of Oroondartes, Lyſimachus, and Tha. 
leſtris were very different, and they had particular afMictions, befides thoſe they ſufferd 
with the reſt for the death of their men, and for ſeeing themſelves deceiv'd in their ex. 
peRation of an abſolute Victory. Lyſimachus ſaw his hopes further off than before, 
and his Princeſs a Captive till the concluſion of a War, which he thought to have made 
anend of in oneday. Oroondates with the ſame cauſe of grief, had others alſo which 
violently tormented him, and was not more afflicted for the Queens captivity, or for 
the uncertaintainty of her condition, than to ſee that Arſaces had eſcaped his Revenge, 
and wastriumphant over his ill fortune ; he had learn'd by many,who yet bore his marks, 
how after their ſeparation he return'd into the fight, where he did a thoufand Atons, 
which ran with ns rene ye over all the Camp; this knowledge added an emulation to 
his former jealouſie, which did not a little aggravate his ſorrows, and ſometimes caſt him 
into ſuch = Reſolutions, that had he not been hindred by Aranes, Lyſimachus, and 
many others, he would inſtantly have gone to ſeek Arfaces, or Death in the middle of 
his Camp. Ah ! hand (faid he) thou which in occafions of leſs importance haſt often 
ſerv'd me with ſucceſs; feeble hand, why didſt thou fail me at this time ofneed, and loſe 
thy ſtrength againſt my chiefeſt Enemy 7 Heretofore thou wouldſt have made my Sword 
finde paſſage through that daring heart where Statira is ſeated, or if thou hadſ born 
any reverence to her imagezthou certainly wouldſt have thruſt it through all thoſe other 
= where death can poſſibly enter. He. ſpake many other ſuch like words, and after 

aving rowl'd a thouſand ſeveral imaginations in his tancy, the laſt Reſolution was, to 


challenge Arfaces to a ſingle Combat as ſoon as the Truce was expired, and to decide 
his Differences with him once for all in ſight of both Armies. 1f Oroondates wasthus 
tormented, Thaleſtris was rack'd with a tar [ques violence, and the perſeverance ſhe 


found in Orontes to uſe her ill, had brought ſo great a rage, that*ſhe was utterly unca- 
pable of any reſt ; all that her firſt reſentments had —_ her think or ſay in former 
times, wasfull of gentleneſs, and moderation, in compariſon of theſe laſt motions of 
her fury, wherewith ſhe was impetuouſly+tranſported. Ile ſeek thee (ſaid ſhe) Monſter 
of ingratitude, Ile ſeek thee in the middeſt of a hundred thouſand ſwords, and ſpite of 
all the obſtacles that can oppoſe my lawfull indignation, 1 with a thouſand blows will ſtab 
that black pertidious heart of thine; thou ſhalt but vainly fortifie thy ſelf with Guards, 
and with Entrenchments, againſt the rage of an incenſed Lover, and the paſſion that 
guides me ſhall make way through all the powers of earth, to thy deſtru&tion. Theſe 
wilde thoughts made her of ſo unſociable an humour, that ſhe could no longer abide the 
company of thoſe perſons whom ſhe conſidered moſt, and knowing it was hard for her 
to avoid it by keeping within doors, ſhe put on her Arms, and forbidding even Hyppo- 
lita to follow her, ſhe mounted on horſe-back to go entertain her cruell melancholy out 
of thereach of all humane converſation, and not to return again cill darkneſs had over- 
d the earth. She had been gone bur a little while, when Oroondates, who was made 
enſibly concern'd in her afli&tions, came into her Chamber to viſit her, and to intermix 
his Diſcontents with hers; Lyſimachus and Prolomeus came in preſently after him,and all 
of them DO —_ learn'd of Hyppolita in what manner ſhe went away, fear d 
leaſt the violence of her Reſentments might have carried her to ſome ſtrange Reſolution, 
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deſiring to prevent the effect of it if they could poſſibly, they ſent for their Arms 
- Horks. went with Hyppolita the fame way ſhe had been ſeen to go. 

At that very time , ſorrowfull Demetrms, whoſe grief made him as much an Enemy 
10 company as Thaleſtris , was got on horſ-back with a deſigh like hers, and in the 
R and remoteſt places , t things conformable to his penſive humour , he 
was ſo averſe from all confolation , that he fled from thoſe that ſtrove to give it him, 
and onely the remembrance of his Hermione , made up the whole imployment of his 
thoughts - he named her every moment ; but never named her without tears, and in all 
his actions there was ſomething ſo dolefull, and fo moving, that it made even the moſt 
inſenſible things to be in a manner concerned in his aftii&tions. Hermione (faid he). 
whither doſt thou now remember me as thy murtherer , or as thy lover , and which is 
moſt powerfull in thy memory, = crime, or my affection ? I killed thee, and I lov'd thee, 
but if I have not forgotten thy laſt words , = contained a _=_ for thy death , and 
an acknowledgement of my love; thy goodneſs appeared in the lateſt minures of thy life; 
but Hermione I ought not to abuſe it, and Demetrius is not at all the leſs guilty , becauſe 
Hermione is mercitull. Theſetears which I give thee , ought to be ſeconded by all this 
bloud , which filial duty keeps ſtill within my veins ; bur ſince my hands are forbidden 
to follow the inſtigations of my love, receive that from my love alone , which they are 
not allowed to give thee. He was talking to himſelf on this manner , when coming near 
unto a way, which led to Babylon from ſome neighbouring villages, he had an encounter 
that diſturbed his ſolitary entertainment. He faw three men on horſ-back compleatly 
Arm'd , fighting with their fwords drawn , againſt one ſingle man on foot , who di- 

his life with a moſt generous reſiſtance. Beſides the three that were upon him, 
e was another dead at his feet , and to keep himſelf from being aſſaulted behind , he 
had ſer his back againſt an Oak ; two women were preſent at that combat , who by all 
their ations teſtified they had an exceeding great intereſt in the hfe of him that fought 
for them ; but he was extreatnly wounded, and ſo weak , that at Demetrius his arrival hi 
kſe was in a manifeſt danger. Demetrius, who was generoſity it ſelf, never ſtood con- 
fidering what he ſhould do in that occafion ; but ruſhing at the three men with a loud 
cy, conſtrained them to turn head againſt him , though ſo unfortunately on their part, 
that the firſt of them who came to meet him, tell dead upon the graſs with the firſt 
ſtroke he received from the ſword of Demetrius. When he had done that execution , he 
ſlaſhed at the Cask of one of the other , and having cut the ſtraps of it, left his head quite 
bare, and without defence. The ſtranger who fought on foot , had no ſooner caſt his 
fight upon the face of that Enemy , but lifting up his eyes to Heaven ; Great Gods ! (cried 
be) how juſt are you,to reſerve the death of wicked Aſtiages to me ! At theſe words;with- 
out remembring his wounds , or conſidering the advantage his Enemy had by ,being on 
horſ-back, he quitted his tree, and flew at him as fiercely as a Lion ; Aſtiages made ſome 
blows at him again , and ſtrove to trample him under his horſes feet , but he received 
the blows upon Fl ſhield , and having avoided the ſhocke of the horſe, cloſed up to 
Aſtiages fo fortunately , that meeting with a place not defended by his cuiraſſe , he ran 
bis ſword quite through his body. Altiages fell dead , with a ſtream of bloud in which 
to welter , and his Enemy ſeeing him fall , curned toward Demetrius , and with 
the remainder of his ſtrength went to render him part of the aſſiſtance he had received 
from him ; but he ſtood not in any need of it , for his Enemy not having dared to with- 
ſtand the weightineſs of his blows, had already taken flight to ſave himſelf. The _—_ 
full of acknowledgement , was going to give him thanks , when he ſaw the Ladies, for 
whom he had fought , coming toward him , then leaving her which a to be the 
| Chief , and whom the gods had favoured with an admirable beauty , and addreſling him- 
ſelfrothe other that accompanied her , Dear Alcione (ſaid he) I have lived fong enough, 
fincel have been able todo you ſome ſervice betore 1 die, and that I have ſacrificed the 
Giſloyal Aftiages, untothe Ghoſt of poor abuſed Theander. As he brought forth theſe 
words , he would have gone nearer to her , but his weakneſs prevented him , and made 
bim ſink down preſently at the foot of atree. Alcione ran to himin an exceeding great 
trouble (while Demetrius being come near to the Princefs Berenice , endeavoured to 
re-aſſure her , and demanded new occaſionsto ſerve her;) but O Gods | how great was 


her 
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het aſtoniſhment , when after ſhe had uncovered his head , ſhe ſaw the face of Cleoni. 
mus ; his abſence had ſo little worn out the Idea of it, that it was alwayes preſent to her 
remembrance , nor found ſhe any difficulty to diſcern thoſe features, in the midſt gf 
bloud and paleneſs , which were ſo deeply ſertled in her heart. It would be very hardty 
expreſs , how infinitely ſhe was ſurpriſed at this adventure; the firſt marks whereof were 
cries wherewith ſhe drew Berenice , and Demetrius to her. She pronounced the name 
of Cleonimus twice or thrice , with a voice which ſhowed a great deal of tenderneſs, and 
not daring to follow the firſt motions of her affection , in the preſence of thoſe per. 
ſons that looked upon her , ſhe left her eyes the care to expreſs it for her , and to exe. 
cute that which decency by a cruel conſtraint forbad ; in this filence her face changed c0. 
lour ſeveral times , and her paſlions were ſo plainly written in it, that 't was but in yain 
ſhe held her peace to conceal them. The Princeſs Berenice, who knew the ſtorie of her 
life, and who by that natural goodneſs, which accompanied the reſt of her vertues , had 
taken an intereſt in her fortune, learn'd the cauſe of all her tranſports, by the bare heari 
of Cleonjmus his name , and forgetting the greatneſs of her birth , to follow her chari. 
table inclinations , ſhe ſate down by her , and gave her all the aſliſtance ſhe could re. 
ceivein ſuch a like encounter. In the interim Cleonimus , having allowed ſome time to 
Alciones aſtoniſhment , and converſed with her in that mute language , which 
ſented their thoughts without any affecation , broke {ilenee firſt, and putting forth his 
hand to her with much reſpe&t. Couſin (faid he) youat laſt ſee Cleominus again , whom 
his ill fortune baniſh'd from you, and whom his good fortune has brought to die thus 
near you; how great ſoever the diſtance that has parted us hath been , you have ever 
been preſent to my remembrance , and that remembrance which brings me backin ſpite 
of my former reſolutions, is an effect of my deſtiny , and of the juſtice of the gods 
They prolonged my life in thoſe ſorrows , that have perſecuted it, for no other pur- 
poſe, bur to reſerve the end of it , either for your ſervice, or for Theander's revenge, 
and the concluſion of it could not be more pleaſing ro me, than to die at Alciones 
feet , after having ſacrificed in her preſence , the cruel Authour of our commom mile. 
ries. Diſpoſe now, (continued he lifting up his eyes to heaven) O gods ;__ 
of my deſtiny when you will , and if I cannot die innocent of the loſs of Th , and 
of Alciones misfortunes ,' at leaſt be pleaſed that this bloud , which I moſt | 
chem , may ſerve in part to expiate my faults. Cleonimus ſpoke on this manner, hl 
Alcione did all ſhe could to reſettle her inward ditturbance , and called to her 

for affiſtance to ſupport the preſent condition of her fortune. The firſt motions 

had felt at the encounter of Cleonimus,' began to give way to her grief for the eſtate he 
was in , and ſcarce had her heart begun to receive ſome touch of joy , for the recovery 
of a perſon that was ſo dear to her , when by a cruel capriccio of fortune, ſhe ſees 
ſame perſons life reduced to extreamity ; nor could ſhe longer retain her modeſty, with- 
in thoſe limits which her ſeverity had preſcribed it ,; but by a beſeeching look begging per 
don of the Princeſs, for the li ſhe took in her preſence , ſhe embraced Ckonumus 
with tranſports of that affe&ion ; which as innocent as it was , had produced ſuch fa- 
ral effes, and ſending a ſtream of tears from her eyes , which for ſome years paſt had 
been their uſual ſources, ſhe ſhewed that neither time nor the accidents of her life , had 
made any alteration in thoſe pure , and conſtant inclinations ſhe had to him.. Dear Cleo- 
nimus (faid ſhe with a voice interrupted with fighs) you are come back ar laſt after an 
age of abſence which hath coſt us ſo many tears , but if you are come back to die, Ab! 
Cleonimus, how cruel is your return to miſerable Alcione ; if life were angle to 
you , you ſhould have died far from her eyes , without aggravating, by that killing ight, 
thoſe cruel griefs which ſince her loſs, and your departure have made a continual war 
againſt her. *T was not Cleonimus his bloud that was due ro Theanders revenge , an 
to Alcione's repoſe ; the bloud of Aſtiages was enough for both , and you ill repair 
thoſe innocent faults whereof you accuſe your ſelf by looſing a lite for Theander and 
for Alcione,which wasever dearer to them than their own. Theſe wounds (contin 
ſhe looking upon them, and endeavouring to ſteanch the bloud) theſe cruel wounds are 
mine as well as yours, and if you ſtill have any part of that friendſhip which once you 


bore me , you ought not to put mine to ſocruel a proof, nor force me to confels chat . 
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is ſtrong enough enough to make me keep you _— in your grave, Theeffect 
theſe words produc'd in Cleonimus, appeared preſently in his face, and not being able to 
diſſemble the conſolation he receiv'd by them, Dear Alcione (ſaid ne) if it pleaſ'dthe 
Gods that I might live ; I would not pray to them for death, and though my misfortunes 
have made me deſire it, [ cannot hate my life,if I am (till beloved of Alcione;Heaven is my 
witneſs, tis in that felicity alone; that mine was ever bounded, and though my thoughts 
for all their innocence, have drawn its anger upon my head, I am not able to repent 
them ; Iwas ny indebred:ro. Theander, but I believe I have pay'd his memory all 
that he could expeR from a friend like Cleonimus ; for his ſake, I uſed a cruel violence 
upon my rhoſt powerfull inclinations, I baniſh'd my ſelf with a great deal of perſeye- 
rance, from a;place where I left the better part of my life, and if. I contributed to his 
death by my 1}|fortune, I may proteſt before all the Gods, that the extreamity of my 
ief for it was ſuch, asnever was capable of any conſolation, except this you now have 
iven me; yet ſhall it make no alteration in my thoughts ; and th the Gods ſhould 
-_ ſuffered my life to continue longer, this knowledge of your friendſhip ſhould never 
have given. me any defire , wherchy Theanders- memory , could be offended : he 
{ welldeſerv'd your whole affection, that I ſhould |be more criminalthan Attiages,and 
Bagiſtanes, if I would diſpute it with him, and *tis happineſs enough for Cleonimus,that 
you pardon him your misfortunes without pretending to any greater advantage from 
neſs. [While Cleonimus ſpake in theſe terms, Demetrius, who in thoſe ſad dif- 
c foutd ſomething conformable to his.condiion, and who,by that reſemblance be- 
lievd himſelf oblig'd to love thoſe miſerable perſons, had with much charity. aſſiſted A- 
cione to bindeup Cleonimus his wounds, and being deſirous to get him remoy'd from 
the place where helay , roſe up to look for ſame:body to help him in that intention ; bur 
ſcarce had hegone half a dozen ſteps,” when palling by Aſtiages, he by ſome groanes he 
heard, perceiv'd he was not.yet quite dead ; this knowledge made him go nearerto him 
and Aſtiages,who was drawingto his end, lifting up/his eyes with much ado, Whoſoever 
thou art (ſaid he, with a feeble voice) whither, Htiend or Enemy, for Gods ſake let me 
once again ſee thoſe Ladies I have ſo much 'offended,! zhat: before I die I may ask them 
vs for the injuries I have donethem- Demetrius, who, of all men living was moſt 
ble of pity, was touch'd with Aſtiages Ins words, and returning to the Princeſs Be. 
retiice, beſought her to grant him the favour he deſir'd. Berenice,who was all goodneſs, 
and who even in another condition would not have refuſed pardon tothe moſt cruell of 
her-Enemies, roſe from the ground where ſhe- was ſitting, and Alcione quite mollified 
with Aſtiages his repentance, would have followed her, but that ſhe durſt riot forſake 
Cleonimus, who was in little better caſe than Aſtiages. He ſoon perceiv'd it, and not be- 
ing willing to rob his Enemy of thart laſt ſatisfa&tion ; Go Madam, I beſeechyou ( ſaid 
he) be generous to the very. utmoſt, and. in granting Aſtiages the pardon he deſires of 
you, obtain that which Cleonimus deſires of him ; it it had pleaſed the Gods to give his 
crimes a leſſer puniſhments than death, I ſhould have been very well contented with it; 
and becauſe he is penitent, and that he is Theanders brother , I could have wiſh'd their 
juitice had made uſe of. another hand. - Theſe words oblig'd Alcione to leave Cleonimus 
for ſome few moments, leaning againſt the foot of. an Oak, and drawing near. Aſtiages 
with Berenice, ſhe found him in the very pangs of death, yet had he time to ask them 
pardon for what he had done againſt them, with ſo great teſtimonies of repentance, 
that thoſe generous perſons forgot all their injuries in a moment, and were very ſorry for 
his misfortune ; but when he had learn'd it was by Cleonimus his Sword the Gods had 
ſent him the recompence of his crimes, he lift up his hands and eyes to Heaven, and 
ſtruggling againſt his weakneſs; O you revenging Divinities, (cried he) how admirable 
are your judgements, and bow well do you'teach mortals by my example, thar ic is im- 
poſſible to ſave themſelves from you. Cteonimus, whoſe life I have aſſaulted, and whoſe 
virtue I have perſecuted by my treacheries, and calumnies, comes into the world again 
forno other end but to execute your juſt decrees, and you have reſerv'd the puniſhment 
of falſeAſtiages to Cleonimus alone,whereas you might have brought it upon him a thou- 
land other ways.After theſe words, turning his looks upon Alcione, Alcione (ſaid he) for 
{ dare not call you Siſter,ſince by my Treacheries I ſo unworthily have violated our Alli- 
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ance, if my repentance had been but ſome few moments before my puniſhment, I would 
have offered itto you for ſome part of the ſatisfaction I ow unto Theanders bloud, bur 
fince it comes ſo late, I can hope for no pardon of my infidelities from you, nor from my 
brothers Ghoſt,no nor from the Gods themſelves ; I die therefore with an ac 
ment that I have deferv'd it , and that I was the wickedeſt of all men livingto 
fuch virtuans, ſuch innocent perſons, as Alcione, and Cleonimus ; I give my life to boch 
for the reparation I ow them, and if by the los of my bloud,I can waſh out of my meme. 
any part of thoſe ſpots wherewith it is ſtain'd by the bloud of Theander,l ſhall d 
the world without complaining of my deſtiny. As he made an end of theſe words. he 
was taken with Convulſions wherein he died, happy in the end of his life, that he was 
piticd by thoſe, who of all the s of the world, had greateſt reaſon todeteſt him. 
Alcione without doubt would have ſtay'd longer by him, if the rememberance of Cleo. 
nimus had not pull'd her away, bur ſhe was hardly come back to bim again, when ſhe 
ſaw certain Souldiers, whom Demetrius had call'd, and who having from him learn'dthe 
need there yas of their afliſtance, offer'd themlelves willingly to carry Cleonimnus unto 
Polemon's houſe , and preſently going about that office , lifted him eaſily from the 
place where he lay, and took a path which was not unknown to Alcione. As long as 
were upon the way ſhe kept cloſe to Cleonimus ,. with ſuch a tender prefling care, 
as made the Princeſs Perenice know it was not without ſome _ of Reaſon, that 
ſhe had formely been fuſpe&ed to have had a particular 10n tO him. Demetring 
went by the Princeſs Berenice, but none'of them would get on horſe-back, becauſe they 
had (6 little a way to go. Demetrius conſidered Berenice's beauty with an aſtondhmene, 
which was eaſie to be pbſerv'd in his face, and though he had ſeen the rareſtin theworld , 
ſcarce could he call any thing to minde that was equal to it. He diſcourſed with hera 
while in thoſe terms of civility which he-uſed generally to thoſe of her ſex, but as foon 4s 
he heard by Alcione that ſhe was the Princeſs of Sethia, an the ſite of Oroon- 
dates, he caſt himſelf at her feet, and with profound ſubmiſſion, begg'd forthole 
faulrs, which his ignorance had made him to commit. Berenice abuled not his humility, 
but with a gracefull ſweetneſs, which were inſeparable from her words and actions, ex- 
ed her acknowledgements to him, and made him quickly fee ſhe was worthy to 
ſiſter to ſuch a brother as Oroondates. With theſe Entertainments they arrivd at Po- 
lemons houſe, where while Alcione takes care to 'get Cleonimusdrefled, andlay'd to 
bed,and while her whole Family was affectionately joy'd at ber return, that of che Prin- 
ceſs of Scythia, being heard by the Ladies that were im the houſe, they came alto wait 
upon her, and with admiration -bcholding the fiſter of a man, whoſe virwe they ever 
adored, and whoſe perſon they infingely eſteem'd, they found in hers as great occaſions 
of aſtoniſhment, as'in that of the Prince her brother. Apamia, Arſinoe, Cleone, and 
the reſt, kiſſed her hands with exceeding great reſpe&, and ſhe repay'd their civilties 
CE EI, as was wont to win the hearts of che moſt infeaſible 
g_ Afr fome ſhorr ents, ſhe inquired for the Prince her brother, and 
ing that he was well, and that they beliey'd hewas in his Tent, ſhe,moſt joytull of 
that news intreated the Princeſſes to excuſe the power of her love, which pultdrhem 
from her , from themfor awhile, to viſit that dear brother ; but they offer'd to keep her 
-- \-  —————__———_—_—_—__———— went together to Oroo!- 
ates his Tent. 
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5 N the mean time, Queen Thaleſtris was gone but of the Camp, with a de- 
#4 fire to retire from all manner of company as much as pofhibly ſhe could, 
al 1 K&] and ſuffering her ſelf to be guided by he cruel paſſion, ſhe ſought out the 
IEA wildeſt, and moſt ſolitary places, to entertain it. Never was ſoul ſo vio- 
== ently agitated with ſpite and anger, nor ever did the ſenſe of any injury 
inſpire ſuch bloudy Reſolutions ; all her tirmneſs of minde, and all her ordinary mode- 
ration vaniſh'd before thoſe cruell Enemies of her Repoſe, and the Bacchides inſtigated 
by the fury of their God, never in their Orgyes appear'd more fierce than ſhe, nor 
more tranſported. Tf formerly ſhe ſought for Orontes to puniſh him as a faithleſs Lover, 
ſhe now runs on to kill him as a Traitour, obſtinate in his Treaſon ; and in the impetuous 
motious of her hatred, ſhe judges the moſt cruell deaths too eafie, and too light for her 
ſatisfaction. Medea after the ingratitude of her diſloyall Husband, was not fo furious, 
nor eager to take Revenge, and all that ſhe executed againſt him, ſeem'd milde, and in- 
nt to the vindicative Amazon. I will invent (faid ſhe) new kindes of Puniſhments, 

hat ſhall be as ſtrange as thy perfidiouſneſs ; and the rage into which thou haſt caſt me, 
will make me ſtudy out new Torments for thee ; *rwill be but a ſmall matter to tear that 
faithleſs heart out of its place, after having ſtabb'd it with a thouſand blows, and to give 
that Body for a Prey to Vultures, which lodges ſuch a baſe, diſloyal ſoul ; I will prepare 
for thee, O Tygre, I will prepare ſomething of greater cruelty, and thou ſhalt know ar 
the laſt groans of thy wretched life, that deſpair can teach even the gentleſt natures in- 
humanity. She was talking thus unto her ſelf, when her Horſe, to whom his Miſtreſſes 
deep thoughts had given a more than uſuall liberty, carryed her into a very pleaſant Val- 
ley ; ſhe for a while followed the bank of a little brook, which glided along upon cer- 
tain ſmall ſtones with a delightfull murmure, and was inſenſibly led by ſome ſpirit ro- 
wards a fountain from whence it took its ſource. - She was come reaſonable near it, when 
lifingup her head without deſign, ſhe ſaw a brave black Horſe tied to a Tree, and a 
large ſhield hanging by upon one of the branches. The Amazon had not much curioſi- 
ty, yet paſling near the Tree, ſhe could not chuſe but caſt her eye upon the ſhield ; ar 
{t ſhe believ'd that her imagination deceiv'd her ſenſes, but having fixed her ſight wor 
heedfully upon it, ſhe no longer could doubt bur that it was really that terrible impreſs 
of the Heart torn in pieces by Vultures, nor make any queltion bur that it was the ſame 
ſhield which ſhe thrice wk had ſeen born by the hand of the faithleſs Orontes. Ar 
thisaſſurance ſhe made a ſudden ſtop, like ſome young ſhepherd thar had troden upon 
an Adder in the graſs, and looking in an extreme trouble round about her, ſhe ſaw the 
Maſter of the Horſe and Shield lying aſleep by the fide of the Fountain. Then inſtantly 
acold ſweat witha general ſhivering ſeiz'd upon her whole body, and the greatneſs of 
her ſurpriſe was ſuch as hardly left her any ſenſe or underſtanding; the bridle dropp'd out 
of her hand, and ſhe ſcarce had ſtrength enough to keep her ſelf in the ſaddle. That he 
might take breath more freely in his ſteep, he had put up the Keaver of his Cask, and 
e diſtance was not ſo great but that Thaleſtris quickly knew a face, the air whereot 
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was ever reſent ro her / 
r fancie , what were then the firſt thoughts of this furi 
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is, and *tis there onely that thou ought'ſt to give her a morral ftroke; 
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Thaleſtris ſhall never kill Orithia with any other kind of wound , and if ſhe be guilty of 
any infidelity towa rds her , ſhe ought to puniſh herſelfalone , for not having been love- 
; enough to oblige her to an erernal conſtancie; let my Orithia live then , ſince T hale- 
;b is incapable of giving her her death, and ſet onely Taleſtris die, ſince ſhe has not 
been able to deſerve Orithia's fidelity. Thaleſtris continued a white in theſe compaſſio- 
nate motions ; but if the remembrance of Orontes his firſt ations mollified her , that of 
his laſt, kindled her anger with a greater violence , and made all thoſe thoughts of love, 
and pitie vaniſh. Ah ! Cowardly Thaleſtris, (ſaid ſhe again) by what unworthy mo- 
tives doſt thou ſuffer thy ſelf ro be tranſported , and what a meanneſsis this of thine, to 
call any thing to mind , that can ſpeak to thee in favour of this Monſter of perfidiouſneſs. 
This Orithia whom thou excuſeſt , and whom thou repreſenteſt unto thy ſelf ſtill amiable, 
is that fame Orontes,who after having abandoned thee to deſpair, diſdains thee, and flies 
thee with contempt , and with indignity , and who even in his very ſleep can utter no- 
thing of thee but injurious ſpeeches ; *tis therefore that ſame Orontes that muſt die , bur 
I will not ſuffer his ſleep to rob me of part of my revenge, I mean he ſhall feel rhe death 
that I will give him , and the laſt minutes of his life ſhall be imployed in hearing my laſt 
roaches. She ſertled in this final determinat6n, and for fear Orontes ſhould get away 
hs had done before , ſhe ſtept tothe horſe, and cutting the reins of his bridle, turned 
him looſe , and ſo deprived his Maſter of the means to make uſe of him. After this pre- 
caution ſhe came back to him , and ſpeaking aloud to waken him ; Riſe (faid ſhe) Oron- 
tes, but riſe ro die. The ſudden noiſe of theſe words waken'd Orontes in a ſtart, and 
lifting up his head , he ſaw one ſtanding by himwith a ſword drawn , and in a threatning 
poſture. The apprehenſion he had of ſo unexpetted a fight, made him get up haſtily, 
and pulling out his ſword to defend himſelf againſt that Enemy ; whoſoever thou arc 
(faid he) perchance thou haſt waken'd me to thine own deſtruction : but ſcarce had be 
caſt his eyes upon Thaleſtris when he knew her , the beaver of her Cask being half way up. 
This unlucky encounter troubled him exceedingly , and letting fall the point of his ſword, 
he retired three or four ſteps in haſt , crying out , will't thou torment me for ever, wo- 
man , whom I abhorre a thouſand times more than death ? I will never ceaſe to torment 
thee (replied the Queen) till thou ceaſeſt to live ; and the end of thy rorments is now 
come with the end of thy life. <he accompanied theſe with a blow , which Orontes 
warded with his fword , and flying at him with a blind impetuouſneſs, forced him to 
ſeek his ſatery among certain trees. Defend thy ſelf, baſe Coward (cried ſhe,) and think 
not 1 will take thy flight to proceed from any remainder of reſpe& to me, thy treachery, 
and unworthy = are a thouſand times more cruel, than any reſiſtance thou could*ſt 
make, and though thy ſword ſhould cut one from the world , *t would onely tiniſh whar 
thy perfidiouſneſs hath ſhamefully begun. As ſhe ſpoake theſe words,ſhe ran heading af- 
ter him among the trees with ſo much fury,and ſuddennefs, that ſhe reduc'd him to a ne- 
ceſlity of either ſtanding upon his defence, or letting himſelf be kill'd. How great ſoever 
his hatred was to Thaleſtris , he could never reſolve to lift his hand againſt her, and being 
weary of flying ſo long to fave a life, which he no longer car'd for, he made a firm ſtop, 
and preſenting his breaſt unto the furious Queen. Strike cruell woman (faid he)ſtrike the 
heart which I had blindly given , and ſince thou art fo extreamly thirſty of this bloud, 
which 1 ſo often have ſhed for thee, take, take this life which by thy ſhameleſs infidelities 
thou haſt made more odious to me,than that death thou ſtriveſtto give me ; I meet with 
no newthing in thisthy cruelty , nor ought I to think it ſtrange that thou wouldſt drive 
me out ofthe world, after having forſaken me with ſo much baſeneſs , and with ſo much 

' infamy. This ſoul, which thou ſo obſtinatly endeayour'tt to baniſh from this body, will de- 
part from it unſtaind and clear of thoſe intidelities thou upbraid*ſt me with : and thine, 
after having dyed it ſelf quite black by the moſt ignominious of all crimes, can add no- 
thing to its foulneſs by cruellty and murther,Do nor remember I am that Orontes, who 
pure himſelfto thee with ſo perfe& a reſignation , and to whom thou didit promiſe thy 
elfentirely wich ſo many oaths ,and ſo many proteſtations , but look upon me as Oron- 
tesabſolutely chang'd , and as an Orontes, who not being able to baniſh thee our of his 


memory , keeps thee there for no other end but to hate , and deteſt thee: I could defend 
my life againſtthee , if thou haditleft me any love of ir , and this negte& I ſhow of my 
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own ſafety, comes neither from the love I formerly bore thee, nor from any conſidera. 
tion I have of thy ſex, but _y out of contempt of that which thou wouldſt take a. 
way. Orontes had all the liberty he could defire to proſecute his diſcourſe, for from the 
the time he began it, the Queen was in a manner ſtrucken with his words, and had hear. 
kend to them without interrupting him ſo, much as by the leaſt motion of her body. 11 
this'diſc ourſe as bitter and violent as it was, ſhe with ſome tenderneſs heard the tone of 
her Orithia's voice, andeven in the midd'ſt of his moſt ſharp and' ſtinging words, there 
reſounded ſomething ſo ſweet, and ſo effeftually moving, that ſhe could not be Miſtris 
of that compaſſion which fought in her heart againſt her cruell reſolutions ; yer found 
ſhe to the great aggravation ot her ſorrow, how firmly Orontes perſiſted in hating, and 
abuſing her with Reproaches full of indignity ; and this aſſurance kindled her anger a. 
freſh, which before was a little abated, and itirr'd up her defires of Revenge more yio. 
lently than ever; ſhe waver'd yet a while in theſe irreſolutions, and perchance at laſt 
they would have been faral to poor Orontes, if they had not heard a noiſe of Horles, 
at which looking about they ſaw themſelves invironed by Prince Oroondates, Lyſima. 
chus, Ptolomeus, and Hippolita. Oroondartes inſtantly feiz'd upon the Queens Sword, 
and having eaſily taken it away by reaſon of the trouble he found her in, he caſt hiseyes 
upon Orontes, whoſe face he preſently knew, in ſpite of a ten years abſence; not but 
that time, and his diſcontents had made a great deal of alteration in it, but his being in 
that Country which he had heard, his Arms which had been deſcrib'd to him, and the 
ſight of this adventure put him clearly out of doubt. His affe&tion began to work 
{trongly in him at the encounter of that Prince whom he had fo dearly lov'd, andnor 
being able to diſſemble it ; Pardon me Madam (faid he tothe Queen) if I cannot for. 
bear to imbrace your Enemy, and belive that the Gods have brought me hither to make 
him loſe that name, and quality. With theſe words he diſcover'd his tace, and runni 
to Orontes, he imbraced him with great demonſtrations of friendſhip, Orontes return' 
his kindneſſes with ſome amazement, but when he had fix'd his eyes upon his face, and 
that he had a little recovered the features which time had almoſt worn out of his remem- 
berance, his aſtoniſhment was beyond compariſon, and retiring a ſtep or two, tocear' 
his doubt, Sir (ſaid he) is it you ? Yes Couſin, (anſwered the Prince) doubt no longer of 
it, I am Oroondates. He had hardly got out theſe words, when Orontes would have caſt 
himſelf at his feet ; but the Prince took him faſt about the middleto hinder him, and 
redoubled his indearments with much affetion. Orontes receiv*d them with an humble 
reſpe&, and when he was got looſe from his imbraces, and that he was preparing to ex- 
preſs the joy he felt for having met him, Oroondates drew back, and put on a more ſe- 
rious countenance, Couſin (ſaid he) let us defer this converſation which is not ſeaſonable 
in the condition I found you in, and in the preſence of this Queen with whom you have 
matters of greater importance. I have given theſe firſt teſtimonies of my friendſhip to 
our merit, to our near affinity, and to the breeding we had together, but now1 muſt 
peak to you as I am oblig'd by my duty,by my promiſe,and by the care I have of your re- 
poſe,and of your honour it ſelf. This fair Queen at my moſt humble requeſt will moderate 
' for a while thoſe juſt reſentments ſhe has againit you, and I will proteſt to her yet once 
again in your preſence, that if in your infidelity you have not been betray'd your ſelf, I 
cannot chooſe but be your Enemy. In ſhort Orontes, your perfidiouſnels ought to arm 
all the beſt friends, and all the neareſt kindred you have in the world againſt you ; and 
unleſs I will declare my ſelf for your crime, I can no longer keep within the terms of our 
ancient friendſhip. If I loſe your friendſhip (reply'd Orontes briskly) the loſs will be 
more ſenſible to me, than all thoſe I have ſuſtain'd ſince that of this ingratefull womans 
affetion ; but though with it I ſhould alſo loſe my life, which ſhe proſecutes with ſo 
much hatred, I cannot repent my having abandon'd her, when ſhe abandon'd her ſelf ſo 
lightly as ſhe did ; and I rather think it ſtrange that you ſhould diſapprove my indigna- 
i loving virtue as you do,it is impoſſible you ſhould approve the cauſe of it, and 
that you ſhouldpreſerve ſo much as an eſteem of her whoſe defence you undertake againſt 
him = has the honor to be nearly ally'd to you. I lov'd her but too faithfully,and too re- 
ligiouſly, and would it had pleaſed the Gods that the tirſt moment of my love had been 
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the laſt moment of my life. I for her had loſt the rememberance of allthar 1 had former 
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4 andeven of my very ſelf; ſhe was endebted to me for her liberty , her life her ho- 
ped: and 1 ſhould no way injure modeſty, if 1 ſhould ſay I had deſerved her affection ; 
nay ſhe had given it meen appearance , and when with ſome kind of jultice I hoped for 
the urmoſt proofs of it , this ungratefull woman, to the prejudice of my ſervices, betrayes 
herſelf unworthily to betray me , and precipitates herſelf into diſhonour , that ſhe might 

jpitate me into diſpair : what w ſhe therefore have of me now , and what is the 
cauſe of that hatred , which nothing but my death can fatisfie > did Lever trouble her in 
her new affe&ions , did 1 oppoſe the contentment ſhe received thereby , and have I fo 
mortally offended her by ſeeking that repoſe in baniſhment , which ſhe had robb'd me 
of for eyer? ſhe requires my blond ; Al! Iwould it pleaſed the gods (continued be 
ins toward the Queen )'1'would it pleaſed the gods , O inhumane Thaleſtris , 
py Anger” ſhed ir to.the'very laſt drop ; and that that were the moſt ſenſi- 
ble injury I have received from thee ; after my loſſes , that js bur little to be cop 
fidered , and thou mayeſt now give thy ſelf a liberty , O barbarous woman , to exerciſe 
thy utmoſt ctvelries , for they will all be gentle in ' compariſon of thoſe thou haſt uſed 
againſt me already: Orontes had not conſtancie enough 'to utter theſe laſt words, 
without letting fall-a ſhowr of tears , nor had the Queen patience enough to hear them 
without interrupting him. Come, tell us Traiour (cried ſhe) tell us what isthat crueley, 
and that infidehty I have ſhowed thee ? let theſe Princes know who hear us, and whom 
the gods have ſent as judges of our differences , by which of my actions bave I been able 
to e 95m fern offereſt to.a Queen , who had commutted no other fault but 
that ſhe had givetithee her heart too eaſily. Diſcover here before the face of heaven, 
thoſe ſhames. and thoſe infamies wherewith thou'haſt —_— me both in thy lerrer, 
andinthy diſcourſe, and no longer ſpare this woman , who by the loſs of her honour has 
made herſe|funworthy of thy affections, and who will kve no longer after the knowledge 
of thy calumnies. If thy deſpair (replied Orontes) proceed from the death of Alexander,l 
eſt to thee by all the gods,that I contributed nothing towards it,and that ifthou hadit 
whole ages in his Arms , I would never have come to pull thee thence ; That 
voyage thou tookeſt to him , to renew that ignominious cuſtom thou oughtelt to have 
dotted in favour ofme , and to begg an inheritrix for thy Crown before he had any 
affeRion to thee ; that voyage 1 ſay , which wasthe Tomb of thy reputation, was made 
too publickly to eſcape the kno of fuch an interefled Lover as Orontes, and how 
brave a man ſoever that Alexander was,to whom thou madeſt that glorious preſent , and 
that ſhamefull requeſt, the greatneſs of his fortune ought not to have raiſed him in hy 
heart above Orontes : if he had ſerved thee , if he had lov'd thee , nay, if he had but 10 
much as known thee , thy lightneſs would have been more excuſeable ; if he bad 
come to ſeek thee in thine own Countrey , if he bad woed thee, if be had made 
fait for that he had of chee , thy crime would have been lefs horrible ; but when 
he never ſo much as thought of thee , to croſs ſpacious Provences 't0 go 
to him, to become a Petitioner , and to embrace his knees to proffer him that which 
with juſtice thou mi have refuſed him , he had ſpent his whole life 3n thy 
ſervice; doeſt thou believe, Thaleſtris, that theſe arelight cauſes of aMiition , and in- 
conſiderable injuries to Orontes ? He would without doubt have huaſfelf ypon 
this inveRtiveif from the beginning Thaleſtris had not grown pale , and if withina whi 
after ſhe had not fallen in a ſwown into Lyſimachus his arms. Theſe words of Oroates 
wereſocrud to her , that ſhe was not able to hear chem without fainting , and the Pria- 
ces were ſo ſenſibly troubled at it , pray Fry wade behold Qrontes with an 4c- 
cuſing eye. While ira took off her , they ran to the fountain to give her 
help, and Orontes,who as jealous, and as angry as he was, was yet tainted with « wound, 
whereofhe had no hope he ſhould be ever cured , was ſo ſtrucken at that accidene , thac 
he had neither confidence, nor ſtrength to go nearer to ber , but turning his looks ane- 
ther way , he leaned his head againſt a tree , the bark whereof he with hs xcars 
unto the very foot. Ar laſt the Queen came to herſelf again, and being a liccle recovered 
by Hyppolita's care of her, ſhe ſought Orontes with her eye , and ſpeaking with 2 more 
ſettled tune than before. You had reaſon (faid ſhe) Orontes , you had to fonlake_ 
me if your ſuſpicions be juſt , and after this infamy you reproach me with , I am indeed 
un 
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unworthy both of your love, and of your eſteem ; but if you had lov'd me, and if in 
the converſation we had together , you found my heart no way enclin'd to ſuch a baſe. 
neſs , you ought to have ſought for more manifeſt proofs , before you had come to ſuch 
an extreamity. I will not endeavour to put you out of the cruel opmion you have of me 
you do not deſerve that I ſhould go about to juſtitie my ſelf ro you, the baſeſt , and mot 
ingratefull of all men living ; neither will I invoke the gods, or call the teſtimony of men 
to clear me before you;; - bur for the repoſe of my own eatrcierice , and the preſervation 
of my honour , it faffices that there are no witneſſes can prove my crimes , and that my 
innocence hath ſo many, and thoſe ſuch erninent perſons, that their Authority may ſer. 
tle the belief of it through the whole world: ' Orontes half perſwaded- of the Queensin. 
nocence both by her words and actions, upot- which-he/began to refle, was giving at. 
rentive ear to her diſcourſe, when it was intetrupted by-Ptolomeus. If your complaings 
againſt this vertuous Queen (ſaid he) have no- other reaſdn-than that you have meniio. 
ned, they are,very unjuſt , and very ill grounded , and. (with a thouſand; other wi. 
more worthy of credit , than 1, perchiance may be ins your opinion) can proteſt to. 
you before all the gods ,:that ſhe is innocent of thoſe taults you lay upoticher : -if her,co. 
ming to our Army was'll interpreted by common Souldiers ; and by thoſe who never, 
came near the Kings —__ all the Princes, and all the-Commanders of note; knew. the 
true cauſe of it , and can afſuredly teſtify. rhat ſhe never had a moment of private'cog. 
verſation with Alexander ;: during all. the day time they never taſked x ; but in 
the fight of a thouſand perfons, and for the-night, it will be eafie for me.;to proye,. that 
by reaſon of ſome diffidence the King about thattime had of ſome about him,Hepheſtion,, 
Perdiccas, Craterus, Leonatus, and myſelf lay'in his Chamber every night: Thistruth is 
not unknown to any of thoſe that were with Alexander at that time , and becauſe 
may fear that the conſideration I have of Thaleftris , might make me ſpeak-an in 
her favour,ask Perdiccas,or ask Leonatus , who are of your own party , and hoſereport 
cannot be ſuſpected of partiality. No Orontes , (added the Queen) as{ no body con- 
cerning a thing where you no longer have ariy intereſt, live ſtil] in your opinion, andlet 
me alone in mine, which is, that no man in the world is ſo unworthy as your ſelf ofthoſe 
favours you have received from me ; [I wiſh .1 could redeem them with my bloud , and 
though they never paſſed'rhe bounds of decency , yetare they very much to be blamed, 
becauſe granted them too baſe, and ſo ingratefull a man ; caſt away the remembrance 
of them,as I caſt away the deſign of aſſaulting a life, which to my ſhame was heretofore 
more dear to me than mine own ; now you neither deſerve my hatred nor my loye, and 
” heart ſhall never more be capable of any thing towards you but of indifferency , or 
of ſcorn ; you may live far from me in a repoſe, which I ſhall never go to trouble in your 
territories , and provided I never ſec you , I ſhall ſo little preſerve the remembrance of 
you, thac I ſhall ſcarce retain any memorie of havingeever known you in'my life. This 
alteration of ſtile and humour in Thaleſtris , who from her fir{t violences was foquickly 
fallen into'ſo great a:coldneſs , ſtruck the Prince of the Maſſagetes to the very heart , and 
wrought an effe& upon him., which could not ſo ſuddenly have been hoped for ; he by 
the Queens ſwowning had already found how deeply his reproaches had touch'd her by 
the report of Ptolomeus , the certainty whereof was ſo eaſily to be known of Perdiccas 
and Leonatus, he had continued to perſwade himſelf of her innocence , and by this ſud- 
den calmneſs of her mind , which paſſed in a moment from her former imperuouſneſs, to 
ſo great a moderation , he conjectured the quietneſs of her conſcience. All theſe things 
drew him our of his errour , and left him not the leaſt ſuſpicion of Thaleſtriſes yea 
and fidelity. He began to open his eyes as a perſon that had been long in blindneſs, an 
to acknowledge with how much cruelty, and injuſtice he had ſlandered that Princeſs; yer 
that knowledge ſettled not it ſelf with any joy in his hearr, but ſo violent a grief ſucceeded 
his jealouſie , as preſently gave birth to none but fatal deſigns. What, (cried he, after a 
_ ſilence) is it truethen that Thaleſtris is innocent , and that Orontes is a (landerer 
and a Traitour ? He made a ſtop at theſe words, rowling a thouſand furious imaginati- 


ons in his head ; but when he perceived that Thaleſtris,after tir) rold him her final re- 


ſolution , was going to take horſe to ride away , he went toward her , croſſing his arms 


upon his breaſt , hiseyes fixt upon the ground, not daring to' lift them up unto bot nar 
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oooh drown'd intears of repentance,and having by a beſeechi re conur'd Oro- 
how. to obtain him audience but for one —_—_——— (faid Tneconk not theie 
impreſſions which have been ſo deſtructive of my repoſe, and of your reputation, till they 
were given me by a whole Army of your Women, which I commanded in Cappadocia, 
and who told me that fatal news , as an adventure which you were willing to publiſh to 
the whole world ; it was confirmed to me afterwards by whole Provinces, and if 1 was 
not ſollicitous to get a more certain knowledge from perſons better informed ; *t was 
becauſe] avoided all occations of receiving further confirmation of a misfortune which I 
no doubted of. This belief has made me commit faults, the ſtain whereof all my 
bload is not able to waſh away , and I acknowledge now that I am a thouſand times more 
Il, and a thouſand times more guilty , than = can fancie me to be, nor will 
1 g0 about to juſtifie my ſelf ro you , for as I acknowledge that my offences are beyond 
clemency , and beyond all goodneſs, I alſo am not ignorant that they require other 
manner of reparations than words , and repentance. Onely Madam, if the remembrance 
of Orithia , can yet [tave any credit with you , do me the favour to believe that Orontes 
hath never ceaſed to love you , and that as much blinded , and as much beſides himſelf as 
hehath been , be hath ever burned for you with a fire, which neither his rage, nor his 
:ealouſic have been able to extinguiſh. This is a truth that I will ſign to you with allthe 
rn in my veins, which with my whole heart and all my thoughts never was, nor ne- 
ver can be any bodies but yours. I am moſt worthy both of that baniſhment you ordain 
me; and of that ſcorn you threaten me withall , and I would reſolve to ſuffer both ra- 
ther than ever trouble your repoſe ; bur becauſe ny paſt afflitions have weakened my 
courage , you will give me leave by one and the ſame way, to free my ſelf from thoſe that 
are like to come upon me , and to fatisfie you for the crimes I have committed, I may 
much more handſomely begg your ma by dying, than by expreſſing my grief 
barely in words; and fince it is impollible for me to recover in your eſteem that inno- 
cence I have loſt ; perchance my bloud may obtain that of you , which can be due to no 
other effe& of my repentance. Receive this ſatisfaRion then , and ceaſe to hate me; I 
were unjuſt if I ſhould ask more , and I now neither pretend to tears of love, no nor 
totears of meer compaſſion ; Neither do you receive any new thing of me inthis life I 
weyou; for in the loſs of it I onely find this difference , that what in former times I 
ſhould have done out of exceſs of love , I donow for the reparation of my crimes. As 
he ended theſe words he drew his ſword , and was going to run upon the point of it, if 
Oroondates, who ſtood cloſe by him , had not embraced him ſo ſtrongly that 't was im- 
poſſible for him to execute his deſign. Orontes ed to get out of hands, and Thale- 
{tris who began to be touched with theſe marks of his repentance , was willing to draw 
him out of his deſpair, but yet without engaging her ſelf to pardon him. If I had deſired 
your death (ſaid ſhe) I would not have given over my purpoſe of killing you; that pu- 
iſhment is too ſhort for the expiation of your offences; live therefore = inſtru& your 
ſelf better touching my life than you have done hitherto; but abſent your ſelf from this 
ignominious Thaleſtris, who has made her ſelf unworthy of you, by her light, and infa- 
mous actions. . She had no ſooner ſpoke theſe words but ſhe got haſtily on horſ-back, 
and without giving ear to the entreaties of Oroondates, and Lyſimachus gallopt full 
the Camp, and was got out of their ſight in a moment. The ſorrowfull 
Orontes looked after her as long as he could poſſibly ſee her, and when hecould no 
longer do ſo, he turried towards Oroondates , to bid him farewell. Oroondates who 
loved him dearly , and who had not ſeen him of many years , would not havelet him go, 
and promiſedto make his peace, if he would but come along with him to the Camp. Bur 
Orontes incredulous of his promiſes , and areligious obſerver of the Queens commands, 
would not ſuffer himſelf to he perſwaded , and perſiſted ſo obſtinately in his deſign, that 
Oroondates nut being able to withhold him, was conſtrained to het him take his \ Hg 
after haying made him give his word and Oath , that he would not attempt any thing 
againſt his life ; and then Orontes without ſtaying a minute longer , or ſuffering the 
leaſt converſation-, took his leave with a face in which his deſpair was naturally repre. 
ſented , and catching his horſe that fed at liberty , after he had tyed, and mended thereing 
of his bridle as wel as he could, he got up,and departin anti —— 
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niſh'd from the Princes like a flaſh of lightning. Oroondartes ſeeing that end of this Ad. 
venture whereof he had hoped for a more happy ſucceſs, was exceedingly troubled at . 
He often was upon the point of running after Orontes, but the remembrance of his own 
misfqrrunes ſuſpended the motions of his charity , and the violence of his paſſions 
joyn'd tothe urgent neceſlity - of his affairs, would not ſuffer him to abandonthe in. 
tereſts of his love, of his honour, and of his revenge; all that he could do in fayouref 
his kinſman, was to reſolve to ſabour for his reeſtabliſhment with Thaleſtris, and topo 
away inſtantly with an intent to ſolicit her with all earneſtneſs for his pardon. I, 
chus and Ptolomeus approv'd his reſolution, and determin'd to ſecond himin it with 
their urmoſt power ; bong all three gotten on horſe-back, they took the way that lead 
back untothe Camp, and not having far thither they arrived there within a lntle while, 
and went to alight at. Oroondates his Tent. | 

The fair Princeſs Berenice followed by a great troop of Ladies was come thither alrey. 
dy, and Thaleſtris who had heard of her beingreturn'd, was run thither with foch a joy, 
as ſeem'd to have baniſh'd part of her aflitions out of her remembrance. Theſe ty 
great Ladies, when the Princes came in tothem, were imploy'd in mutual endearments, 
and in giving each other proofs of a moſt ardent friendſhip. Oroondates was not « little 
furpriſed at the encounter of his ſiſter, and his love broke forth-into all theex 
ſhe could defire of it ; he held her a- long time in his arms, and all the moſt fweer and 
tender marks of an affe&ion of that nature appear'd in them both even to excek. 
Deareſt ſiſter (ſaid he, imbracing her, and bedewing her face with tears of joy, which 
he mingled with thoſe ſhe ſhed) A werecover'd you then > Yes, I ſeethe are 
as exaR in performing their promiſes,as you were cruel in leaving me when 1 wasin ſuch 
a condition as would not ſuffer me to follow you. Sir,(replied the Princeſs)when I went 
away from you I meant to have ſtay'd but a very little while, and if I had not loſt myh- 
berry, you had ſeen me again within an hour after my ——_ yet the cauſe thereof 
was fo juſt that you will eaſily pardon me when I have told it you. Icomplain'd of it 


for no other reaſon (ſaid the Prince) but for the fear and trouble I ſuffer'd'by your ab- 


ſence ; This fair Queen (purſued he, ſhewing her Thaleftris) bore a great ſharewichme 
in my forrow for your lols, and ran after you with a great deal of ion, tolend you 
that aſſiſtance which you could not hope for from your brother. Theſe words made the 
two Princeſſes begin their kindnefs afreſh,” but they were interrupted by Lyſtmachus and 
Prolomeus, who after they had a while admired the excellent beauty of Berenice, made 
their addreſſesto her, and faluted her with much reſpet. Oroondates having made 
theſe two Princes known unto his fifter, ſhe repay'd their civilities with a grace that 
had nothing common, and Pn_y after they retired to their Tents, to kaveher the 
liberty of diſcourfing wich her brother in particular ; the Ladies that had — 
her, return'd, with che ſame intent, to Polemon's houſe, and onely Thateſtris vo 4 
polita ſtay'd with her in Oroondates his Tent. The Prince having cauſed himfeff to 
difarm'd, receiv'd new imbraces from his ſifter, and inquiring what had befafſen her 
fince her departure. It isnot fit (faid ſhe) you ſhould know my laſt adventures, before 
you havelearh'd my firſt, eſpecially ſeeing they have ſome dependence on them, and 
fince I muft giveyou account of thoſe accidents of my life, whereof yonare' 

and which are of much greater conſequence than the laſt, *ris beſt for mero ri 
according to the order of time, wherein they happen'd to me ; this reaſon makes me 
forbear thetelling of you thofe things at firſt, the recitalt whereof muſt needs ſurpriſe 
you, and rhar ſurprife will be no way the leſs pleafing TRny them known to youth 
their due place,in the ſtory of my li froicnt wary and the Amazon Queen were 

ly ſatisfied with thismotion and beingther had ardently defired che Continuation 
renices recital, the beginning whereof had been any 4b reed ry nga er fo 
hearken to her with a marvellous attention. Siſter ( id che Prince) you prevent there- 
queſt I wasabout to make to you ; I aſſure my ſelf ir will not be tedious to thisfair 
Queen, and I have ſo great an.intereſt in your affairs, that itis not juſt I ſhould _— 
rant of them longer. Ar theſe words they fate down allrhree upon a bed; and the Ft 
ceſs of Scythia, having thought a while of what ſhe had co fay, and indearonred 
with her hand tocover a little bluſhing that came up into her fare, began her diſcourſe 
theſe terms. ; The 
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N the firſt ations of my life which I recounted to you, when I began my diſcourſe 
before, perchance you found nothing criminal ; but in theſe which I now am going to 
tell you, you will tinde ſomething not altogether ſo innocent, and *tis that conteſlion 1 
0 make, which calls bluſhes into my cheeks, and which ſtrikes me indeed with ſome 
ſhame and confuſion ; not but that with a little indulgence they may be excuſed, nor are 
ſo black as to give you any occaſion, brother, to difown me, nor you fair Queen 
to repent of that affection wherewith you have honour'd me. | 
I have already acquainted you with the beginning of the King my father's love to the 
Princeſs Stratonice; and of the perſecutions I ſuffred from troubleſom Arſacomes; I be- 
lieve you have not forgot the condition I left them in, nor that wherein I was my ſelf, by 
the vexation I received from that inſolent Prince of the Iſſedons. The brother and the 
ſiſter had made a very unequal progreſs in their deſignes, and the Empire Stratonice had 
obtain'd over the King, was not much leſs than my averſion to-her brother. We were 
upon theſe terms, and liv'd with very different hopes and intentions, when the Noma- 
des, and the Hyleans having taken Arms upon ſome flight pretences, roſe up in rebelli- 
on againſt the King, ſlew all their Governours, and arming all their Forces,broke out in- 
toan open War, and into the utmoſt Extremities. The King who defired to ſtifle thoſe 
Diſorders in their birth, ſent Theodates Prince of the Sarmates againſt them with an 
Army of thirty thouſand men, judging that ſtrength ſufficient to ſtop their proceedings, 
and chaſtiſe their temerity ; having a perfe&t knowledge of Theodates his valour, pru- 
denceand fidelity. Nor was he deceived in his opinion , for within a ſhort time after his 
departure hereceived news of the beginnings of his progreſs, which certified him that 
in many encounters, the rebels had all manner of disadvantages, and 'twas not long be- 
fore he heard that they were abſolutely defeated in a pitch'd battel, and that the Army 
being viRorious had lay'd fiege already to ſome of their Towns ; but in the report of 
theſe things which came to Court, they much extoll'd a certain ſtranger, who havingin- 
himſelf in that ſervice but of affe&tion to Theodates, had ſhewn proofs of an ad- 
mirable valour; and had with his ſingle perſon contributed more to our ſucceſſes than 
whole Troops joyn'd together. Theodates writ of him to the King, with ſuch praiſes as 
raiſed that man x whe humanity, and his charaQer of him was confirm'd by ſome Eye- 
witneſſes, who gain'd him a wondrous high place in the Kings eſteem. They told how in 
the battel he baſ twice ſav'd Theodates his life, and that having ſeen ſome of our Squa- 
drons give ground, which example ſtruck a fear into thoſe that follow'd them, and like to 
have put them ina general Rour, he ran tothe head of them, and ſnatching the formoſt 
Standard out of his hands that carry'd it; ſpake tothoſe affrighted Troops with ſo much 
Eloquence, and efficacy, that he got them to make a' ſtand, and having re-incourag'd. 
them alittle, charg'd headlong into the middeſt of their Enemies with fo great valour 
and ſucceſs, that he chang'd their fortune, and brought the Victory alone to that ſide of 
the Battel. That after that important day Theodates acknowledging how much he was 
indebted to him, and how great ſervice ſuch a man was capable todo his Maſter, bad 
iven himthe command of | of his Forces, which was void by the death of one of 
principal Officers. That within ſome days after, being gone with thoſe men to view a 
place of the Enemies, he had found it inan ill condition to make defence, and that lay- 
ing hold of that opportunity, with as much prudence as courage, he had ſtorni'd and ta- 
ken-it by force, with a very inconſiderable loſs ; that by theſe Actions and ſome others 
of this nature he had won ſuch a Reputation among the Souldiers, that they call'd every 
day for new occaſions to fight, provided they might be lead on by Arfaces. 117 
' Atthis name of Arſaces Oroondartes fig'd and chang'd colour, but he would not in- 
terrupt his ſiſters narration, which ſhe went on with in theſe words. TIES 
That war wasended in a ſhort tune with an entire glory to Theodates , and thoſe thar 
had accompanied him, but the valour of Arfaces had-haſten'd the end of it with all the 
ſucceſs that could be deſired, and we heard that that Valiant ſtranger, having received 
eight thouſand horſe from Theodates , had aſſaulted the Relicks of the Enemies Armies, 
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near thelake of B , and had cut them in pieces with a general defeat , and with amo. 
derate loſs on his Ge This fame of that ſtrangers ations ; made the Kin extreamly 
deſirous to ſee him , and to tie him to his ſervice by rewards , equal to his | 7 ang the 
whole Court longed not much leſs to have a ſight of him, and we were all ſatisfied 
quickly after , when Theodates, having ſettled thoſe Provinces in good order, reurnedto 
Iſſedon by the Kings command, and brought along with him that gallant man , who was 
ſo much deſired , and whoſe fame had already produced very different effects in the 
Court. Iwas with the King , when Theodates came to kiſs his hands, and after that he 
had ſhowed him ſuch favours as were due to his quality , and the merit of thoſe fer. 
vices he had newly done , Theodaces preſented Arſaces to him. I had caſt mine eyes up. 
on him , as ſoon as he was come into the room, and quickly found cauſe enough in his 
ſon to fix them there without looking upon other objects ; I confeſs I was ſurpriſed at 
bis graceful faſhion , and that if the Idea of the Prince my brother had not been preſent 
ro my remembrance , I ſhould have believed I had never ſeen any body in the world, 
that could diſpute that advantage with him. His ſtature was little different from yours, 
and in the garb and liberty of your bodies there was a great reſemblance ; he was a little 
browner than our Scythians , who by reaſon of the coldneſs of their climate , are fairer 
than other men , yet had hea freſh, ſmooth complexion , all the lineaments of his facy 
were merveilouſly well proportioned , his eyes ſparkling , yet full of ſweetneſs, hishair 
black, naturally curl'd, and falling in great rings upon his ſhoulders, his aſpe& noble and 
full of Majeſty , and all the motions of his body had an extraordinary comelineſs. He 
was then hardly twenty years old , and*t was that early youth that wrought an admira. 
tion in all thoſe that knew his prudence , and that had ſeen him lead men to fight wich 
ſuch an experience, as had not yet been found among the oldeſt Commanders. 1 know 
not whither this little deſcription , will make me to be ſuſpected of any thing , but I a 
ſure that before the end of my diſcourſe, you willl confeſs this report of Arlaces may be 
made by the moſt indifferent perſons. The King, who was already prepoſſeſſed with an 
exceeding high opinion of him , beheld him with admiration , and having given his 
liberty to view a perſon ſo exactly handſome ; while Arſaces kiſſed his hands with much 


reſpect , he embraced him with a kindneſs far above what a ſtranger, as he was,could pros 
bably have hop'd for. When by moſt obliging words he had teſtified the knowledge be 
had of his vertue , and the eſteem he had of his perſon , he asked him touching his Coun« 
trey, and his fortune, and then Arſaces after _—_ pawled a little to conſult with his 


modeſty ; Sir, (ſaid he) I was born in Bac&tria, which is now under the Dominion of the 
Perſians, my Parents were of reaſonable good birth, but 1 left them as ſoon as 1 was able 
to ride on horſ-back , and ſeeking glory in the Wars , and in forreign parts, I have hi- 
therto made thoſe places my Countrey, where I believe(l I might beſt tind it; Prince T heo- 
dates his goodneſs , ſtay'd me in your Majeſties ſervice, and the know I ſince have 
had ofthe honour it is to ſerve you , hath engaged me yet more powerfully in it. You 
could not have light into any O—_— (replied the King) where your yertue ſhould 
have been more cheriſh'd , and valued than amongſt us , you have already found that 
glory you ſeek for , and with it a Prince, who will alwayes be ready to acknowledge the 
sreatneſs of your deſerts , and the important ſervices you have done him. - Arfaces made 
an anſwer full of ſubmiſſion, and modeſty , and the King giving him occaſion to ſpeak, 
gave him alſo an opportunity to let the Company fee the quickneſs of his wit , and the 
nes wherewith he expreſled himſelf. He ſpoke not the Scythian tongue perfectly. , but 
0 well that there was nothing harſh in his pronunciation , and was ſo ready in the Greek, 
and many other Languages,which arein uſe amongſt us , that his codnarivies was f- 
veilouſly pleaſing. From that day the King began to be very liberal to him , and gave 
him penſions, able to maintain him in handſom equipage , he received them without © 
ther greedineſs, or diſdain, and if his growing fortune met ſome that envied it at firſt; his 
vertue ſuffered them not to do ſo long. Indeed he had not been many moneths in Court, 
but he was both the admiration and the delight of it, and his excelleat qualities, in 2 
ſhort time won him the love even of the rougheſt natures. All the world was raviſh'd 
wich the gracefulneſs of his behaviour, all the world was charm'd with the ſweetneſs of 
his wit and converſation , all hearkened,as to ſo many prodigies,when chere was atry ſto- 
ry 
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ry of his warlike actions told by thoſe that had ſeen him do them, and generally every 
one conſidered as wonders, the marks that appeared in him every day of the greatneſs of 
his courage, of his goodneſs , and of his natural generoſity. He was quickly in a condi- 
tion tO 7 an them , for the King,who look'd upon him , and admired him as the reſt, 
became inlove with his vertue , and defired totie him to his ſervire by all manner of ob. 
ligations ; he obſerved ſomething in his face , and in all his ations , that was ſo great, 
and ſo far above other men , that he felt himſelf forc'd by unknown reaſons to ſet an ex- 
traordinary value on him ; and indeed he in a ſhort time raiſed himto ſuch imployments, 
and Offices, as other could neither obtain by birth ; nor by long ſervices , without a grear 
deal of difficulry. Arfſaces abaſed not this good fortune , and thoſe dignities , ro which 
he ſaw bimſelf called, without ſuing for them , puffed him not up, nor made him prouder 
than before : on the contrary his Inoiken ſeem'd to be more ſociable , he ſerved all thoſe 
with freeneſs, and humbleneſs , that ſtood in any need of his power and credit, and ran 
ro meet thoſe occaſions they had to make uſe of him , with ſuch an eager defire to effect 
them,as made the obligation a thouſand times the more conſiderable; his liberality was 
boundleſs, and _ far from enriching himſelf with what the King gave him , he di- 
ſtributed it ſo profuſely, that his friends blamed him for it, and the King himſelf was fain 
to complain of the contempt he ſhow'd of his preſents, and ofthe little care he took to 
keep what came from him. This reproach cquld not moderate Arſaces his liberality, 
but it made him more circumſpe& in husbanding his favour , and in avoiding noiſe or 
oſtentation in his bounty. Though none of his actions were guilty of the leaſt blemiſh 
of pride , yet as humble, and ſubmiſſive as he was to others, he could never bend his 
mind to make any applications to Arſacomes, who at that time , next to the King , was 
moſt conſidered of any man in the Kingdom , and who was in a condition to build what 
fortunes he pleaſed , and to overthrow thoſe which were not yet well confirmed ; and 
but beginniag to be eſtabliſh'd , as that of Arſaces. Not but that Arſaces paid him ci- 
_ atſoever he thought due to a man that was eſteemed by the King , and that was 
omes his quality , but he could not conſider him, as did thoſe ſlaves of favour,who 
having an aim very Chace , and thoughts very different from his, ſought their advance- 
ment of him by baſe, ſervile compliances, to which he would never ſtoop; and beſides 
theſe reaſons , he had particular , and more powerfull ones, which oppoſed his giving 
himthat obſervance he expected from all others. Arſacomes, who ſaw that ſcorn in him, 
and who beſides feared leaſt that budding fortune ſhould at laſt o're-top his, and become 
powerfull enough to ruine it , ſtroveto hinder its groweth, and often told the King thar 
it was ſomething dangerous ſo ſuddenly to raiſe a ſtranger , a man unknown , and one 
born in the Enemies Territories ; but the King,who knew Arſacomes his drift, and who 
(bating his love) had not many weakneſſes , made no reckoning of that diſcourſe , and 
finding every day more and more how worthy;Arſaces was of his favour , and with what 
modeſty and generoſity he uſed it , inſtead of ſuffering it to be diminiſh'd, did inviſibly 
augment it. And truly , except ſuch as were interefſed , there were few to whom it 
gave not a particular ſatisfaction , and who confeſſed not that the King could hardly 
make a more juſt , nor a more judicious choice ; for mine own part, I cannot deny , but 
that it contented me extreamly , and with mel dare ſay all the Ladies of the Court, whom 
he had ſtrongly gain'd by his comely behaviour, by his taking wit, & by his ſweet obliging 
humour. All theſe good qualities,and a thouſand others, which he advantageouſly poſleſ- 
ſed, joynedto the Kings eſteem, who deſired that every body ſhould uſe him according to 
his example,made him be well received amongſt us, & few dayes paſſed but he came to vi- 
lite us,cither with the King, or with Prince Carthafis our Unkle ; or elſe with Theodates. 
He was in my Chamber one day with Theodates,and i had no body with me but Cyllenia, 
and ſome other of my maids,when after a very pleaſing entertainment, Theodatestojd me, 
that he ſung very well, and'ptay'd upon the Lyre with a great deal of sKill. 1 commanded 
preſently that they ſhould fetch one which was in my Chamber , and caufing it to be pre- 
ſented to him, I ſo earneſtly entreated him to play and fing,that though he had a mind to 
excuſe it,and that that requeſt made him bluſh ,yet could he not poflibly deny me thatſa- 
tisfation ; he took the Lyre with a low — and tuning it to his voice, fung ſo pal- 
lionate an air, and accompanied his words, which were extreamly amorous , with fo 
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moving a geſture , that *r was impoſſible to hear him and not be touch'd with it. He 
ſomezggpes hx'd his eyes upon my face , with looks viſibly enflam'd , but as ſoon as he 
pe that 1 heedfully obſerved him , he let them fall tothe ground , changing colour 
in ſuch a manner, that it was eaſie to diſcern , he was poſſeſſed with ſome ſtrong paſſion, 
After he had made an end of linging with a grace that was nothing common , and that 
we had given him the praiſes which were due , both to what he held from nature and tg 
what art had added, I was willing to draw ſome occaſion from his ſinging to make him 
diſcourſe , and remembring the paſſionate words of his ſong , and the geſture wherewith 
he had purlife into them ; Arſaces (faid 1) you perform all things with a marveilous ad. 
vantage , but you will give us leave to ſay, that all our opinions are falſe , if you be ex- 
empt of that paſlion you expreſs ſo well. Arſaces, as if he had been ſurpriſed atthis diC. 
courſe , caſt down his eyes without making any reply to theſe firſt words , and ſeeing him 
ſo ſilent; Arſaces (continued I) is it potdible that you are in love ? Although Arfaces 
ſeem'd to be in ſome confuſion , yet id be lift up his head, and looking upon me with an 
unconfident ation. But Madam , (faid he) could you think it poſſible , that Arfſaces 
ſhould have lived ſo long , and ſeen ſo much , and have lov'd nothing ? Your years are 
ſo few (anſwered I) that no body will think it ſtrange you ſhould have paſſed them with- 
out loving, and beſides I believed your affection to the war had been predominant over 
all others , and that a perſon bred up in martial thoughts and imployments , had not had 
any inclination to thoſe of Love. My affection to the War (replied Arſaces) is but very 
moderate , and I ſhould fay I love it not at all , if it had not furniſh'd me with occaſions 
ro do the King ſome petie ſervices , and given me a means to attain this fortune to which 
he our of his goodnefs has raiſed me, and beſides Madam , I never believed that Mars and 
Cupid were incompatible , nor but that even perſons,who have grown old in Arms,might 
in a moment looſe that my which they had preſerved all their life before. By this rea- 
ſon, Madam, it comes to pals that the condition of my life is = different from what 


your Highneſs imagined 1t to be, and that I am very far from that _— which 
rought forth 


they may live in, who are inſenfible of that imperious paſſion. Arlaces 
theſe words with a figh or two, which made me believe ſome part of what he ſaid, and 
being willing to enlarge our converſation upon that ſubje& , and to make him talk alittle 
more. If you profeſs not that tranquility (ſaid I) which you ſeem to envy , you ought 
at leaſt to have hopes , which may ſweeten the miſery of your condition, ſince you have 
ſuch qualities , as may encourage you to expect an advantageous ſucceſs in your paſſion; 
there are but few perſons like Arſaces, and if his kope be regulated by his merit, there 
is no fortune to which he may not lawfully pretend. 1I ſaid this to him with a great deal 
of innocence, being ignorant as I was of his intentions, and of the advantage he might 
draw from thence , and he replied with a little more aſſurance than before; This judge- 
ment of your Highneſs, would be too glorious for poor Arſaces,if it could be drawn from 
the knowledge he hath of himſelf , and could keep him from diſcerning your juſticefrom 
av goodnels ; I am far from that merit ,, and fem thoſe unjuſt hopes ; bur if the go 
ad given me all the excellencies a man can deſire, I would bound all my pretenſions 
within the m_ which 1 reap by my _ ; it is ſo great that it ſuffers me not to be- 
wail the loſs of my repoſe , and my thoughts are raiſe fo high , that never man had a 
more ambitious aim , nor ever ſigh'd for a more accompliſhed obje&t. I love, ſince you 
are pleaſed I ſhould confeſsir, but I love with ſo perfe& a knowledge of the party whom 
I love, that I limite all my deſires, and all my hopes, in the meer ſatisfaction of loving 
her; *tis the moſt nobleend my mind can ever propoſe unto it ſelf, and ſo far am I from 
findingany miſery in my condition , that I conſider all manner of panies , as the glorious 
marks of the higheſt fortune a man can aſpire to. If you love with ſo great a reſignation 
(repliedT) and if you give ſuch ſtri& limits to your affe&ions , you are not of their opt- 
nion who hold that love is a deſire, and who propoſing to themſelves an end very Gil- 
ferent from that ſatisfaRion you find in yours , turn it into pure intereſt. They that be- 
lieve that love isa defire (anſwered Arſaces) did never know its nature well , or elſe were 
willing to diſguiſe it,thereby to cover leſs noble , and leſs reaſonable paſſions , and on 
will give me leave, Madain, to declare my ſence touching the definition of love, 1 
take the liberty to tell you , that I alwayes thought Love to be a propenſion of our ſouls, 


Or 
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or an inward motion, which makes us incline rather toward one ſubject than toward an- 
other , and on this manner hold it may be produced by the firſt operation of the under- 
ſtanding alone, without help of the judgement , or diſcourſe , and that conſidering it in 
the abſtra& nakedly, and in it ſelf, i differs from deſire as the cauſe does from theeffect; 
not but that deſire may take birth after Love , or to ſay better take birth from Love , but 
that produRtion is a mark of their eſſential difference , and that deſire being born of 
Love , is indeed an effect of Love; and not love it felf. Welove a thing becauſe *c is beau- 
rifull, and afterwards we deſire it becauſe we love it ; before the birth of deſire Love had 
fubſiſted without it , and by many accidents defire may die without Loves being ext 

#h'd. Certainly they that con theſe two paſlions , deprive the firſt of part of 
iesnobleneſs , and form a knowledge of it to themielves, which is much more groſs, and 
material than its nature, Love is a paſſion abſolutely pure, looſened from all thoughts of 
intereſt , and I may truly proteſt ro you that in mine , I never conſidered any thing but 
the nobleneſs of that I love, without making ſo murh as a light refle&tion upon my ſelf. 
Arfaces diſcourſed on this manner with fuch a grace , that our ears were chained unto 
his words , and we were hearkening to him with a mervellous attention, when the King 
came into my Chamber , followed by Prince Carthaſis his brother , Arſacomes, and ma- 
ny others. Arſacomes had not viſited me of a good while, and I began to hope, that 
the uſage he had found from me , would take him off from his affe&ion , but I was de- 
ceived in that expeRation , and that very day he let me fee that he was neither fuller of 
reſpet , nor more deſirous to pleaſe me than before. The continuance of the Kings 
— to his ſiſter, and of his favour to him, had made him ſo proud; that he no lon 
cared to keep the world from knowing the delign he had upon me , and the King had fo 
utterly ſubjected himſelf to Stratonice , that he had not retain'd any Empire at all over 
Arfacomes, and ſuffered that inſokent man to make a vanity of his paſſion without pu- 
niſhing him for ir. In che ſorrow it _— upon me, I ſought conſolation from the 
Prince our Uncle , the Princeſs Theomuris _——_— and ſome other of my 
moſt truſty ,maids , and —_—_ —— 1on of Arſaces , was not ſometimes 
unprofitable to charm part of my diſcontents; there was a ſweetneſs in it , which that of 
other-perſons had not , and he expreſſed himfelf fo handfomely , and with ſo much elo- 
quence that *r was impoſſible to leave his com llingly ; he was not ignorant how I 
was perſecuted by Arlacomes, that was become the common ſubject of diſcourſe 
al over the Court, and Arſaces reſented it mn a very different manner, from all thoſe 
other perſons whom Arſacomes his fortune would not ſuffer ro diſapprove his aRions ; 
nous oy wm ects at it , onely to his complacency , and to his 
compaſſion me. 

Inthe nm to perceive that ſince the time he had frequented our Compa- 
ny, he had loſt part of his lively humour,not but that he ſtrove with much compliance ro 
accommodate ite ours , and did all he could to hide his inward diſquiet by an outward 
tranquility ; yet through all that conſtraint we could obferve a melancholy that was not 
natural , the cauſe whereof, conſidering the eſtate of his fortune , and the reaſon he had 
to be ſatisfied with his condition, we were not able to imagine to be other than that Love 
he had complained of tous. In ſhort we were then confirm'd in a belief thac he had ſpo- 
ken in earneſt , and did our endeayoursto learfi the truth of it. We had not taken 
notice that among all the Ladies of the Court , he had applied himſelf particularly roany 
one, and we obſerved him wah ſotne care we could diſcover ing, but a 

civility and an equalr to all. I ſtill was telling him of that change of his 

and upon that diſcourſe he would y ſtrive to tetch a pleaſingnels into his 

face, and toviſperſe the clouds of his mel , but within a while after we ſaw him fall 
into it again with fuch ſettled muſings that we were hardly able to put him our of them. / 
We were one day in the Kings Chamber , where ſteing him withdraw from the compa- 
ny, andretire to a window frotn whence he darted fiery glatices at us. My Couſin the 
Princeſs Theomiris, and I went toward hin , be would have gone away to leave the place 
tous, believing that we came ro the window to havethe proſpeR of the gardens which 
are below it , but Idetained him by the arm, and making him ſtay where he was, Arlaces, 
Arfaces (faid T) if you continne in this penfive humour which of lave has ſeiz'd you , you 
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will at laſt force us to think you are touch'd in good earneſt with that paſſion you can {6 
well diſcourſe of. Theſe words made Arfaces caſt down his eyes, bur preſently after he 
raiſed them up again, and fixing them upon my face, with a timorous action, and with x 
ſigh which he could not poſſibly retain. 1r is but roo true Madam, (reply'd be) thatI am 
mortally wounded with it, and that my eyes have done me the wortt office I can everre. 
ceive from them. I burn indeed with a fire which never will be extinguiſh'd while 1 live 
but if my paſlion were a defire it would certainly die for want of hope which is its ordi- 
nary nouriſhment;] love not onely withour being lov'd, not onely without hope of bein 
loved, bur even without daring todefire it, and there is ſo great a diſproportion between 
miſerable Arſaces, and the Divinity to which he does adreſs his thoughts, that he neither 
pretends to any recompence for his paſſion, no nor ſo much as to have her know it. You 
keep your ſelf within the limits of a perfe& modeſty, (ſaid the Princeſs Theomiris) but 
they that know your worth, do not perhaps reſtrain your hopes within ſuch narrow 
bounds as you preſcribe them. M higheſt hope (anſwered Arfaces) is to die for the per. 
ſon whom 1 love, without ringhs any occaſion to complain of my temerity, and to 
accuſe that paſlion for want of reſpe&, whereof it lay'd the firſt foundation. Is it true 
then (demanded 1) that ſhe you ſigh for is ignorant of your love, and that you neithey 
by your diſcourſe, nor by your a&tions, have ever given her any —_ of it? 1 
know not (reply'd he) whither my actions, or my countenance have betray'd that ſilence 
which I have impoſed upon my mouth, burtif 1 have any power over either, ſheis igno- 
rant of it, and ſhall be ſo as long as ſhe lives: in this ignorance ſhe ſees me, ſhe ſuffers 
me, and ſhews ſuch goodneſs toward me, as ought nl envied by thoſe thatare moſt 
happy ; but after the knowledge of my preſumption, an eternal exile would be the light. 
eſt puniſhment ſhe would inflict upon ſuch a miſerable man, fuch a unknown wanderer 
as Arkice ; the Gods forbid I ſhould exaſperate her by a criminal declaration, and that 
ſhould provoke thunders, and lightnings utterly to couſume him, who is but too muchin. 
flamedalready. Arſaces perhaps would have ſaid more, if the King had not come to 
joyn diſcourſe with us, but we often fell yu the ſame ſubject afterward, and ſtill found 
Arfaces in his ſilence, and in the terms of his uſual modeſty. 


In the mean time the Kings paſſion for Stratonice wasriſen to ſo high a degree, that it. 


was neceſſary to come to Extremities, and one day the King having preſſed her exceed- 
ingly to give him ſome proofs of her affe&tion, that ambitious woman, who knew how 
abſolute ſhe was over his heart, reſoly'dto make uſe of all her power, and after havinga 
while reſiſted his ſolicitations. Sir (faid ſhear laſt) never hope for any thing from Stra- 
ronice but by lawfull ways, and if you love her, do you your ſelf ſhew her theutmoſt 
marks of your affection, or elle ceaſe to injure her Reputation by a ſuit thedeſigns 
whereof are unknown. Theſe words did not ſurpriſe the King who had ever ee 
them ; but yet they troubled him, and for ſome fo kept him melancholly, and unre- 
ſolv'd ; *rwas hard for him to diſpoſe himſelf unto that Marriage, but harder to leave 
Stratonice, and he loved her with too real an affetion,to uſe any manner of violence a- 
Sainſt her ; two conſiderations oppoſed the deſign of this Marriage, that of the inequa- 
lity of their conditions, and that of the Prince my brother, whom he did believe he 
ſhould prejudice by that Match ; but the force of his love, and the perſwaſions of his 
farrerers, conquered theſe two difficulties. Stratonice is my ſubject (ſaid he) yet never- 
theleſs ſhe isa Princeſs, and if I finde not thoſe advantages which are commonly ſought 
for in Alliances, at leaſt I ſhall finde no ſhame by it ; a Wife of inferiour quality can 
take nothing away from mine, and tis not without examplein this Empire, nor inthoſe 
of my neighbours. As for Oroondates his intereſt, that ought not todiſſwade me; for 
if he be dead as his long abſence makes me fear, no body ought to count it ſtrange chat 
I think of givingan heir of mine own bloud unto m hon a , which would fall into 
another Family z and if hebe alive, he is an ingrateſull ſon in having forſaken me with- 
out leave in my foreign and domeſtick Wars, and in not coming back to mewhenthe 
neceſſity of my affairsconſtrain'd me to beg the aſliſtance of all my Friends. By thele 
kinde of thoughts he overcame all the obſtacles that oppoſed his intentions, and having 
nothing moreto contend withall, he told Stratonice he was ready to give her that proof 


ſhe deſired of hisaffetion. This news was preſently known over all the Court, _ 
the 
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the King having publiſh'd it himſelf, and propoſed unto his Counſel thoſe Reaſons that 
moved him to that Marriage, every "Y bemn to prepare for it, but with very different 
thoughts. If Stratonice, and proud Arſacomes were in the height of their felicities, Be- 
renice on the contrary was overwhelm'd in prief; 1 had many Reaſons to be ſo, which 
aret00 apparentaot to be known to you, and my conſolation was that my reſentments 
were approved by all thoſe that were not intereſſed for Arſacomes his Family ; but how 
juſt ſoever they were, they were to no purpoſe, and in ſpite of all the complaints I made; 
both for my brothers intereſts, and for mine own, the King forbore not togo on ; and 
after having given me ſome ſlight conſolation, and promiſed me with extreme kinde 
words, that this Marriage ſhould not diminiſh any thing of that affeRion he had ever 
born me, he effe&ed his deſign, and married Stratonice anqg>— cauſing her to be 
crowned at Ifſedon in the preſence of the whole Court. That miſchief not being to be 
remedied, it was beſt t9 reſolve to bear it handſomely, andto fain a ſatisfaction for that 
which the King received, ſince my diſcontents were but unſeaſonable. The Wedding was 
celebrated with a great deal of rriumph,and to honour ſo ſolemn an action, there were 
Turnaments full of pomp and magnificence. Arſacomes appear'd in them with more 
ſplendour than all the reſt of the Court, and Arfſaces, though he was particularly trou- 
bled at that Marriage, was yet too gratefull for the favours the King had ſhew'd him to 
neglet thoſe occations of acknowledging them ; and to pleaſe him in that ſolemnity, 
henot onely made one in all thoſe Matches, but won all the Prizes, and by the advanta- 
ges he had in ſight of the whole world, redoubled Arſacomes his growing Envy. That 
proud favourite ſeeing himſelf raiſed by thar alliance ro honours which he never pre- 
tended, abſolutely gave over all thought of the reſpe&t he ow'd me, to torment me 0- 
ly ; andthe King became ſo ſubject to the will of his new Wife, that he never reſented 
ber brothers inſolency.The vexation I receiv'd by it,made me ſhun all company in general 
that I might avoy'd hisin particular, and though Stratonice did not apparent br her 
fortune in her carriage toward me, bur pay'd me all the civilities I could expect from my 
fathers wife, yet was her converſation unpleaſing to me, and I could not conſider her as 
Arfacomes his ſiſter, without having an averſion to her ; true it is that ſhe forced me to 
it by the diſcourſes ſhe uſed in favour of him, for ſhe paſſed by no occaſion of enter- 
taining me either with her brothers love, or with his deſerts. One day being deſirous to 
eſcape a viſit which Ithought ſhe intended me, I went out of my Chamber with Cylle- 
nia, and two of my other maids, and by a back ſtair went out of my lodging down into 
the Garden ; I preſently gave thoſe two wenches liberty to walk which way they pleaſed, 
and leaning upon Cyllenia'sarm, I with her ſought our the leaſt frequented Alties. Our 
firſt diſcourſe was concerning Arſacomes, and after that I had a while in angry terms de- 
teſted his perſecutions, Cyllenia began to talk of Arſaces; I confeſs I eſteem'd his perſon 
very much, and that ſeeing _— in him which was not lovely, great and extraordina- 
ry, I could not chuſe but have ſuch an opinion of himas his good qualities deſery'd 
After we had ſpoken ſomething touching his love, the grace wherewith he expreſſed it, 
and the marvellous diſcretion wherewith it was accompanied, Cyllenia of a ſudden fix'd 
her Eyes upon my face, and when ſhe had look'd awhile ſmiling upon me, Madam (faid 
ſhe)will you forgive me a folly, which I cannot keep my ſelf from telling you? There are 
but few offences, (faid I) whereof thou mighteſt not hope for pardon trom me. U pon 
this belief[ reply'd Cyllenia ſmiling as before] I will rake the boldneſs to tell you, that if 
Arſaces be in love,l believe it is onely with the Princeſs Berenice, With me? foo), [ ſaid 1, 
p_ her back with my hand] Yes, [added Cyllenia ]even with your ſelf, andif you 
ave taken the pains to obſerve his diſcourſe,and his actions, your thoughts will be but lir- 
tle different from mine. In what place ſoever you are, his Eyes are continually apon you, 
he comes not near you without {ighing, trembling, and changing colour, and he ſpeaks 
of the perſon he loves, with ſuch a ſubmiſſion, and ſuch a re pect, as can be due to no 
body bur the Princeſs Berenice.This diſcourſe of Cyllenia's made me refle& upon Arſaces 
his Actions, in which my I found ſomething that agreed with her opinion ; and I have 
not told you, thatT had formerly had ſome ſuch fancy which I had baniſh'd as an effect 
of my vanity, but then examining many words he had ſpoken, and particularly thoſe in 
the preſence of Theomiris,l began to give ſome credit ro Cyllenia's ſuſpicion ; yer did | 
Ti1111 mae 


66 CASSANDRA. Pazer III, 


make a difficulty of confeſling it to her, and after I had continued a good while without 
Reply. 1 do not believe (ſaid 1) that Arfaces ever had a thought ot me, and indeed ir 
would trouble me very much if 1 ſhould be oblig'd to baniſh a man for ever from 
ſight, whom his virtue makes me infinitly to eſteem. 1 ſaw by Cyllenia's ation, that ſhe 
was vext ſhe had ſaid ſo much, and looking upon me with a face leſs confident than be. 
fore : Wha t, Madam [ ſaid ſhe ] if Arſaces were guilty of no other crime but of having 
adored you, without letting you know it, would you baniſh him for ever? Would I baniſh 
him, [reply'> I] why, do you doubt of it Cyllenia ? 1 was of opinion that thoughts had 
been free,[ anſwered Cyllenia Jand that all the offence had been onely in declaring them; 
| bur ſince they arecriminal, though conceal'd, lle alter my conceit of poor Arſaces, and 
believe he never mingled any thing of love, with the deſign he has to honour you, 7 
will believe ſo with you added I very ſeriouſly ] and I had a great deal rather be of thar 
opinion, than ſuffer another, which would make me force the inclination I havetowiſh 
him very well, and inſtead of that begin to hate him. We were in this part of ourdiſ. 
courſe, when being come to the end of an Alley, juſt as we were going into another 
we ſaw that Arſaces, whom we were talking of cloſe by us, lay'd along upon thegraf, 1 
was wonderouſly ſurpriſed at that Encounter, and fear'd he might have over-heard 
ſomething of what we had ſaid concerning him ; but I was quickly delivered our of that 
apprehenſion, and Cyllenia being gone a little nearer him, ſaw that his Eyes were ſhut, 
and by many tokens knew him to be aſleep.1 would have paſſed by without awaking him, 
but Cyllenia had a curioſity which oppoſed that intention,and ſeeing that on the ground 
near Arſaces his mouth there lay a little picture caſe, upon which it ſeem'd that he was 
fallen aſleep, ſhe weat ſoftly toward him without letting me know her intent, andraki 
upthe Caſe, ſhe brought it to me without looking in it, Madam | {aid ſhe as ſhe came up 
to me ] here's ſomething without doubt that will be able to ſatisfie your curioſity, and{ 
hope we here ſhall ſee the face of her Arſaces loves with ſo much reſpe&. The Len 


we had newly had upon that ſubje&t, made me condemn that curiofiry, and fearingto 
meet with ſome confirmation of Cyllenia's ſuſpicions, I was going to command her to 
lay the Box again in the place from whence ſhe had taken it, when ſhe open'd ir, and 


made me caſt my Eyes upon it ; Why ſhould I hold you longer in ſuſpence? in ſhort, my 
adventure was ſuch as ] apprehended, and in that Box ſaw the very face whichmy 
Glaſs repreſented to me every day. I ſhould not be able to tell you whither my grief, my 
aſtoniſhment, or my anger was greateſt, and though the laſt be little predominatein my 
nature, I confeſs that in this Encounter 1 was ſeized with them all three. *Tis certain that 
I had a very particular eſteem of Arſaces, and that I found no other defect in him fave 
that of his quality, that could diſcourage him from raiſing his thoughts to the greateſt 
and moſt accompliſh'd Princeſs upon earth ; but that obſcurity of his birth, made mere- 
ceive thoſe teſtimonies of his affection as mortal injuries, and look upon his preſumption 
as a blemiſh able to deſtroy all that was good, and conſiderable in him ; the favourable 
opinion I had of him, made me really ſorry for his fault,and asT had plainly confeſſed to 
Cyllenia , *twas not without trouble that I ſaw my ſelf conſtrain'd to amr ic. Cylleaia 
ſeeing me ſo much moved, would have opened her mouth to ſpeak to me, but Loy 
my hand upon it, and preventing what ſhe was about to ſay. Hold thy peace bs [] 
Cyllenia, and fince thou haſt contributed ſo much to this unlucky diſcovery which we 
now have made, labour alſo for my ſatisfa&tion, and take you care of warning this pre 
ſumptuous man, that he never preſent himfelt before me. I know not whither I ſpake 
theſe words with too loud a voice, and whither it was that that waken'd Arſaces, but he 
preſently roſe up, and ſeeing himſelf ſurpriſed in a poſture which he thought not decent 
before me, he ſeemed to be quite out of countenance, and had not the contidenceto 
come toward us, without putting his hand to his face to hide his bluſhing; at laſt he 
would have made his addreſs to us, but as he was coming toward me with a very low obey- 
ſance, and was going to fay ſomething to me, I turned on the other fide without regard- 
ing him, and having made ſign to Cyllenia to ſtay and perform the charge I had given 
her, I went haſtily away, and returned ſtraight to my lodging. Arſaces ['as I have 

fince] was fo ſtricken with this ation, that in i gray” eye, he ſeemed little different 


from a Marble ſtatue, and not remembring he had ever ſeen me do the like, he delves 
e 
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the cauſe was extraordinary, and preſently gueſſed at ſomething of the truth ; but he 
continued not much longer in doubt, when he ſaw his picture-caſe in Cyllenias hand ; 
he had ſtood unmoveable trom the time I went away, his hands croſſed upon his breaſt, 
and his Eyes fix'd upon me till T was our of fight, bur as ſoon as he had turn'd them up- 
on Cyllenia, and that he ſaw the Picture which had betray'd him, he was fully perſwaded 
of thetruth of that adventure, and fell into a confuſion which it would be extreamly 
difficult to RH ; he ſtood a long time without ſpeech, or motion, his very look 
touching Cyllenia with compaſlion ; in the end he recover'd a little courage, and going 
nearer to her, who was little leſs aſtonied than himſelf; Cyllenia, [ ſaid cy 7 undone, 
and I read my deſtiny too plainly in your face, in the Princeſſes ation, and in the fi ght 
of that you hold in your hand ; My crimeis now diſcover'd, but I have ar leaſt this fariſ- 
faction, that *tis onely my misfortune, and not my mouth that has done me this ill office. 
I have never fail'd by want of reſpect to the [rinceſs, and how little power ſoever 1 had 
over my ſelf, 1 had yet enough over my tongue to binde it to an everlaſting ſilence. 1 
alleadge not this Excuſeto juſtifie my felf rowards her, for as reſpe&full, as innocent, 
and as ſecret as my paſſion was, *tis yet criminal without doubt, ſince it has mov'd her 
indignation, and the Gods would not have diſcovered it thus, if it had not been puniſh- 
able;you ſee me therefore moſt willingly diſpoſed to receive that ſentence you are to pro- 
nounce ; Ile hearken to it without murmuring, and though perhaps you | G contribu- 
ted ſomething towards my unhappineſs, Jle lend an ear to my condemnation withouc 
any reſentment againſt you. Cyllenia has ſworn to me ſince, that ſhe was not able to 
hear theſe words of Arſaces without being ſenſible- of pity, and that it was with great 
repugnancy ſhe executed the commiſſion I had given her ; but being ſhe knew not how 
to avoid it, ſhe ſtrove to take a Reſolution, and ſweetning her words, and countenance, 
as much as poſlibly ſhe could : Sir, [ ſaid ſhe ] I bear a ſhare in your affliction, and I 
could wiſh with all my heart, that the Princels had madeuſe of ſome other body, to ac- 
quaint you with her intentions ; *tis true, ſhe has diſcovered your paſſion, and is fo 
much offended ar it, that ſhe thinks her {elf bound to intreat you never to ſee her more. 
Arſaces at firſt was touched with this command, but being his courage was great, and 
that he had certain thoughts whereupon his hopes were grounded, he ſuffered not him- 
klf to be dejected, bur fertling his countenarce as it was before, he ſpake thus to Cylle- 
nia with a great deal of moderation. This ſentence is moſt juſt,Cyllenia, and I ſhould 
not be ſo my ſelf if complained of it, and the moſt equitable puniſhment this great 
Princeſs could ordain him, whom her ſight hath cauſed to offend her, is to forbid it him 
for ever : 1 proteſt to you by her fair Eyes, and by the ſacred reſpe& I bear her, that 1 
will obey her Decree without murmuring, and that if I could do ſo withoutdeſerving 
her, 1 would demand no longer a delay of my baniſhment, than this very moment 
wherein it is ordain'd me ; but Cyllenia,l am ſtaid here by an important neceſlity, and 
unleſs I will betray the King, the State, and the Princeſs herſelf particularly, I cannot go 
away till ſhe hath gu me an hours audience. I muſt needs obtain it by your mediation, 
I fay,I mult needs for the Princeſles ſervice, for her ſatisfation, and for her repoſe, and I 
will ingage my ſelf both to you, and to her, by all the moſt religious Oaths were ever ta- 
ken, thar in - fo  diſcourſe,I will not mingle ſo much as one word of my paſlion.Procure 
; methis favour 1 beſeech you, which you ſhall ſee I will not abuſe, and if I break the pro- 
miſe I make you, hold me for the moſt ingratefull, and the moſt unworthy of all men 
living, Cyllenia was mute at this Propoſition, and doubting ſhe ſhould not be able to ob- 
tain what he deſired of me, ſhe knew not which way ſhe ſhould free her ſelf from thac 
Requeſt. Arſaces added ſo many other wordsto his " Gunc perſwaſions, and preſſed her 
ſo earneſtly, that ſhe was conſtrained to promiſe him ſhe would imploy all her credit with 
me to effect what he deſired, and leaving him with that hope, ſhe came back to me, who 
was already retired into my Cloſer. | 
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without making her be loy'd alſo by a man, who perchance is hardly ſo much as of nohle 
Bloud > Has this Beauty then, wherewith ſome have ſo unjuſtly flatter'd me, no power 
but upon perſons of mean condition > Ah mine Eyes ! if you muſt never gain other 
Vicories, deveſt your ſelves of all your luſtre, and loe all forces, ſince . an are (6 
vilely, and ſo unworthily imployed. Scarce had 1 uttered theſe words, when I felt ſome 
remorſe for the contempt I ſhewed of Arſaces ; me — though he was not born x 
Prince, his excellent qualities did ſo fully recompence that defect, that wichout in. 
juſtice I could not put him in the rank of meaner perſons ; I then call'd to minde al 
that was great, and lovely in him ; and found'fo much cauſe of eſteem, and admirati 
that I could not remain inſenſible at that remembrance ; I confeſs, the charms of his 
gracefull faſhion , the ſweetneſs of his converſation , and his merit in general, had 
wrought in me a good will rowards him , which had ſomething in it more than 
ordinary, and my refle&ting upon that, abated much of the violence of my former 
thoughts ; Would it pleaſed the Gods (faid I again, by ſome ſecret conſtraint) would x 
leaſed the Gods he were born a Prince, and that his too bold paſtion were authoriſed 
be a leſs unequal birth, I ſhould not then reckon this conqueſt ſhamefull, and if he one. 
ly wanted Kingdoms, his virtue would either ſupply that defe&, or quickly put them in 
a way to get them. No ſooner had _ way unto this thought in tavour of Arſaces, 
but my anger ſtifled it again, and made me aſham'd of my compliance with his crime; 
Let him go, (faid I, recalling my diſdain) that prefumpruous man, by whom my fa 
vourable uſage has been ſo ill receiy'd, let him carry his audacious affections 
whither elſe, and thoſe deſires which are too ambitious for one of common rank, 
I am mercifull enough in concealing his crime from the King my father, and puniſh 
him too gently in ordaining nothing but baniſhment for ſuch a Rok as his. 1wastaken 


up with theſe different thoughts, when Cyllenia came in to me, and gave me pI 
exaQ account of the ſucceſs of her Commiſtion,l hearken'd to her relation with ſome 

of tenderneſs, and was a little touch'd with Arſaces his words, bur for all the treaties 
Cyllenia could uſe, I was not to be won to grant him the audience he demanded. Ihave 
ſeen him, and heard him but roo much already (ſaid I) he has abuſed my indulgence, he 


has abuſed my innocent goodneſs, the Gods forbid I ſhould fall into thaterrour 

more, and that I by my weakneſs ſhould give him further occaſion to aggravate his 
fences roward me: Cyllenia preſſed me a good while, but *rwas impoſſible to obtain any 
thing elſe of me at that time. Arſaces came not in my ſight the next day, nor of twoor 
three days after, but having mer Cyllenia, and ſtopt her ; Cyllenia ({aid he) [ask the 
Princeſs pardon for my ſtay in Scythia, and though ſhe have nor expreſly commanded 
me out of it, I ſhould account my felf extreme faulty, in continuing longer in her 
countrey , after having merited her indignation ; if I could go away without dif- 
charging a duty to which I am oblig'd by all the tidelity T ow to her, and hers. The 
thing I amto tell her, will in part repair the offence I have committed, and neither can 
ſhe _—_ it without prejudice to her ſelf, nor I conceal it without betraying her ; be 
pleaſed therefore fo to bring it to paſs, that ſhe may grant methe favour I have demand- 
ed, and I will leave Scythia within an hour after, without other trouble ſave that of ha- 
ving offended her by my criminal paſſion. Arfſaces to theſe words added many ardent 
ſupplications, and Cyllenia, who was touch'd with them, and who knew the power ſhe 
had with me, ingag'd her ſelf to make one triall more, and coming preſently to me, 
ſhe related that Encounter in terms, which joyn'd to the inclination 1 had to wiſh well 
to Arſaces, made me not altogether inſenfible ; yer I for a long while reſiſted her w- 
rtunity in favour of him, and told her many times, that after the knowledge I had of 
is love, I could neither ſee him, nor hear him, wichout doing my felf —_— 
injury; but ſhe argued againſt thoſe conſiderations with many others, and d,chat 
I not for light ſcruples to loſe the occaſion of receiving an advertiſetnent which 
was of greater conſequence to me than I imagin'd ; to theſe motives ſhe added 
. molt effeual intreaties, and perſecuted me ſo long, thatI was conſtrain'd to promiſe her 
I would ſuffer Arſaces to make me one viſit more, upon the conditions he had defir'd 
it, and upon > _— ſhe made on his behalf, that it ſhould be che laſt co which 1 
ſhould be oblig'd. | = 
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following got me to take the ſame walkin the garden , and with the ſame company, as I 
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qe in which his paſſion was painted to the life : Fear not Madam, (ſaid he) that 1 will 
a 


you, heisamongſt our Enenues our | ay Enemy , and'*t is both for your intereſts, 


e out-guards which. 
mid'ſt of them like 


one 
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one of the outmoſt , and they that had the guard of it, ſeeing this Cavalier advance with 
his ſword in his hand , and with his geſture threatning ſomerhing more terrible than or. 
dinary, ran to meet him , and preſented the points ot their Javelines _—_ him ; but he 
contemn'd thoſe feeble obſtacles, and ſpurring on his horſe, trampled ſome of them un. 
der foot , laying at the reſt ſo furiouſly with his ſword , that alinoſt — {troke brou 
death to one or other : He had already open'd himſelt a large way to the Tent, w 
Eumenes, and Phrataphernes arm'd, and on horſ-back, came unto that place; theſerws 
Warriers look'd intentively upon him , and Phrataphernes by his Arms, and the mighti. 
neſs of his blows, preſently knew him to be the redoubted Arfaces , *v/ho a few dayes be. 
fore had kill'd his Son in his preſence , and had reduced his own lite to great extreamity ; 
The ſight of this cruel Enemy , whoſe idea was ever in his remembrance , waken'd his 
fierce reſentment , and running at him like a man tranſported with rage , O Piſiſtratus 
or he) thy Father will either revenge thy death , or periſh in the attempt. As he 
poke thele words, he darted his Javeline at Arſaces , which having given him a ſlight 
remained hanging in the ſleeve of his Coat of Mail, from whence Arſaces quickly pull 
it , and ſeeing Phrataphernes come thundring at him with his ſword on high , he mer 
him with an equal violence, and aiming the point of his Javeline under that arm which 
he held up ,madethe head of it paſs quitethrough to the other ſide;the unfortunate Phra. 
taphernes , was preſently all bathed in his own bloud , and letting go the reins of his 
bridle, fell dead at Eumenes his horſe's feet. That Valiant man,whom his friends deſtin 
touch'd with grief and compaſſion , ruſh'd forward to take revenge upon Arfſaces, who 
was turning another way , and oppoſing his paſſage , after he by a loud cry had given 
him warning to defend himſelf , diſcharg'd a how upon his Helmet with his utmeſt toree. 


The hand ot Eumenes was not light , and indeed Arfaces was roughly ſhaken by it, but 
he ſhocked Eumenes ſo violently with his ſhield , and with the breaſt of his horſe, that 
Eumenes, his being too weak for that encounter , was thruſt upon his hinder quarters, 


and came down upon the ſand with his Maſter. This ation paſſed before Oroondates 
his Tent, juſt at that very time,when _ _ on all his Arms, he was run to thedoor 


whither the Princeſs Bererlice had follow . Arfſaces caſt his eye at the ſametime 
both upon the Brother , and upon the Siſter , and no ſooner knew them, but he lift up 
his hand and head toward Heaven, and diſcovering his fury by a terrible cry, and by a 
threatning action , he leaped from his horſe to aſſault Oroondates withour advantage, 
and running at him with his ſword drawn , made him ſufficiently know,that”r was onely 
for him he broke the Truce , and brought the War alone into the Camp of his Enemies. 
Oroondates knew him preſently by divers marks , and thanking the Gods ina moment 
for that ſo wiſh'd encounter, came to meet him as fiercely as a Lion, and threw himſelf 
headlong into the fight with a rage that came no way ſhort of his ; they drew bloud with 
the firſt ſtrokes they gave,and having made ſome few more at one another with the ſame 
vigor, and animoſity , they cloſed , and ſeizing upon each others body, began to wreltle 
with an exceſſive fury ; they made uſe of nothing but meer ſtrength, and the blind rage 
of theſe two Warriers ſuffered them not to think either of fleight,or skill; they that ſtood 
by to behold this Combat, would have faln upon Arfaces, but Thaleſtris,who wasone of 
them, and who deteſted ſuch baſe odds, hindred them with all her power, and in the in- 
terim theſe two Valiant men came down together like two CoHoſſuſe's, and. began to 
rowle upon the ground with ſuch a fury, as ſtruck terrour in thoſe that were ſpectatours. 
Berenice, Araxes and many others made prayers for Oroondates, but none of them durſt 
undertake wy way to afliſt him, and his generoſity was ſo well known to them, that they 
dared not to hope for any advantage to him , but by his valour alone ; they both ſtrag- 

ledin vain to getthe better , and after they had deveſted the earth of its greenneſs and 

ied it all over with their bloud in which they wallow'd , they with their arms and legs 
thruſt each other away at the ſame inſtant, and ſtart upon their feet again: they had al- 
ready lift up their ſwordsto begin a ſecond bout , when a Souldier coming behind Ar- 
faces; thruſt him into the reins of his back with a Javeline, the head whereot ſtuck a good 
way in his body, and the ſhaft remained broken in the Souldiers hand , Oroondates,who 
beheld this ation withan unſpeakable grief, ran at him who had given him that ſhame- 
full aſſiſtance, but Arſaces,who for all he was ſo chafed, and heated, felt the blow he had 


Te- 
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received, ſprung ſuddenly upon that Enemy , and not giving him the leiſure to get away, 
he with a {laſh of his ſword cut off the arm that had ken him at the very ſhoulder. 
After this revenge he turned toward Oroondates, but his ſtrength began to fail him, and 
he was ſo weaken'd by that laſt wound , that having reeld three or tour ſteps, he could 
no longer keep himfelf from falling on the ground. Oroondates —_ at the iſſue of 
this Combat, wherein he ſaw ſo little honour, was like to have turn'd his Arms againſt 
himſelf, to blot out the ſhame he had received. Berenice , Thaleſtris, and Araxes ran 
tly to him, and began todiſarm him to look upon his wounds as they led him to his 
Tent , but he would not £9 into it, without taking the care he thought himſelf bound 
to have of his Enemy,and turning toward Menelaus, Alexander,and Hyander who were 
with him ; For Gods fake, (ſaid he,) if this gallant man benot dead , get him ſome help, 
and let him be brought into one of the rooms of my Tent , where 1 will give order he 
ſhall have that afliſtance he ſtandsin need of. Thoſe young Warriers obey'd him , and 
coming to the place where the great Arſaces lay all along , they ſaw the earth ſtain'd with 
bloud round about him , and found him in a condition wherein their ſuccour was very 
neceſſary. He had ſcarce any underſtanding left , but they pulling up his beaver , the 
freſh air recalled his fainting ſpirits , and they ſaw him open his eyes, and lift up his head 
very weakly. Menelaus cond him to be taken up by Souldiers, and helping himſelf in 
that charitable office , carried him into Oroondates his Tent, where in a Chamber near 
his, he was quickly difarm'd, unclothed, and laid in bed ; but he was ſo weakend with loſs 
of bloud, wearinefs, and the pain he felt with the head of the Javeline which was ſtill in his 
body, that he could hardly diſcern any thing that was done about him ; In the mean time 
Prince Oroondates his ſervants had got him to bed, and found he had but two, and thoſe 
not conſiderable hurts ; but when the Chirurgians would have-come to dreſs them , he 
enquired how his Enemy did , and having heard he was alive, and in his Tent ; Think of 
bim firſt then (faid heto Lyſimachus his Phyſician) his wounds are more dangerous thart 
mine, and I will not ſuffer my ſelf to be looked to, till he have had the help which 1 can 
better ſtay for. Go (continued he turning toward the CORR and tell that Valiant 
man , that *t is neither the incommodiouſneſs of my wounds , nor the mortal hatred 
which is between us, that hinders me from viſiting him , but the fear my preſence may 
diſpleaſe him, and the ſhame I ſhould have to appear before him , after the abominable 
fowl play that has been uſed to him ; tell him moreover that he may receive this aſſiſtance 
without trouble , and without fear of being engaged to any reconciliation with me , that 
]expe&t not that fruit of the ſervice I do him , and that I labour for the preſervation of 
tis lite , onely to aflaulr it once again with more glory, and to repair ſome of the 
diſhonour that refle&ts upon me by the event of our Combat. With this meſſage he ſent 
them to Arſaces , withour ſuffering them to touch him , bur preſently after, by Araxes his 
carethere were others brought who ſupplied the want of them , and dreſſed his wounds 
in the preſence of Las , Prolomeus , Craterus , and of all the Principal Comman- 
ders of the Army , whom the noiſe of that adventure drew preſently into his Tent. In 
the mean time Arſaces had recovered his underſtanding perfectly, and ſeing himſelfin bed 
encompaſſed with perſons whom he knew not , he looked earneſtly upon them , and af- 
ter having been a while ſilent ; Tell me I pray you (faid he) in what place I am, and from 
whom I receive theſe good Offices? You are in your Enemies Tent (anſwered Menelaus) 
and 't is by his order you receive this fuccour, which the whole world owes unto your Va- 
lour. Arfaces hearing that cryed out , and lifting up his eyes to heaven, Ah ! Fortune, 
(aid he) this is roo much ; and this obſtinacie thou ſhoweſt in perſecuting me is full of in- 
humanity, and injuſtice ; thou laboureſt for my confuſion as much as for my Enemies glo- 
rie, and *t is onely to make medie with grief that thou will't have me thus often en 
to him; but the Gods forbid I ſhould longer make uſe of thy falſe relief, and that I 
ſhould prolong my life , if I cannot do it but by the mercy, and aſliſtance of my Enemy. 
He was ſpeaking on this manner,when the Chirurgians came in,and drew near to his bed- 
ide; bur as ſoon as ever they went about to drets his wounds, Arſaces thruſt them back, 
and refuſed their help; Go (faid he) and tell him that ſent you, I had rather looſe my 
lite than oweit ſo often to him , that*c was onely to aſſail his] came into this Camp, but 
lince be ſo well knows how todefend it, let him ſuffer him to die without overwhelming 


him 
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him with ſhame and confuſion , whom he cannot ſuffer to live, fo long as he is alive 
himſelf; Ihad hoped he would have fallen with me, but fince his deſtiny is ſtronger than 
mine, let him content himſelf with triumphing over my happineſs, and with triumphin 
over my life, without triumphing alſo over my reputation. By fuch like words as thele 
the afflicted Arſaces rejected the ſuccour that was offered him ; but Amintas the Phyſi. 
tian, judging that the meſſage Oroondates had given him charge to deliver, might per. 
charice work ſomething with him , repeated it to hum word for word, and by that means 
ſhak'd his reſolution Fitle ; when he had told him once again , that the Prince expe&ed 
no other fruit of the help he ſent him , but the means to end their differences with. more 
glorie, upon that condition (replied Arſaces) I accept his aſſiſtance, and I will conſerve 
my life, to keep him from believing that I am affraid ro diſpute it once more againſt him, 
he ſhall ſee me yer again with my ſword in my hand, ſince he will have it ſo, not to con. 
tend with him for the advantage of our Combarts which is wholy his, but to requite our 
injuries and obligations both together. After this diſcourſe, he no longer oppoſed the 
will of the Phyſitian and Chirurgians , but they were not free from trouble, and appre. 
henſion, when they found the head of the Javeline was all within his fleſh, yet didehe 
begin with inſtruments to try if they could pull it out , and ar laſt their endeavourspre. 
vailed, but with ſuch extreamity of pain to Arſaces , that a weaker conſticution than his 
would infallibly have ſunk under it , and yet he never ſo much ascry'd out ,or ſpoke on 
word, or did any action that could teſtifie he was ſenſible of the pain they put him to; 
when the head was out, the Chirurgians no longer doubted of his cure , and ſearching 
two or three other wounds he had, found not any of them to be great or dangerous. 
When they had performed what —_ tothem, they enjzoyned their Patientreſt and 
ſilence, but he took care of that himſelf, and ſpeaking to Alexander and Menelaus, who 
had not ſtirred from him ; Charitable Enemies (faid he) I beſeech you as you love the 
Gods, let no body viſite me ; you have ſeen bur the fleighteſt of my wounds, and beſides 
the eſtate of my body , my minde is in ſuch a condition as cannot endure any company. 
Alexander promiſed him what he deſired , and then withdrawing themſelves , they left 
none inthe room but thoſe that were neceſſary to ſerve him. They weat into Oroon- 
dates his Chamber which they found full of Princes , and Officers of the Army that were 
come to viſite him, all of them together were aſtoniſhed at this adventure, and admir'd 
the boldneſs of that ſtranger , who through the midſt of ſo many thouſand men, and of 
a thouſand deaths which threatned him , was come to ſeek him in the heart of his Camp, 
and even in his very Tent ; but when Menelaus told them what he had faid unto the Chi. 
rurgians, and the generouscontempt he had ſhown of his life , they could not wonder 
enough at his magnanimity , and at the greatneſs of his courage. This relation made 
Oroondates certain that it was Arſaces , but he would not fay any thing of it, for fear 
of giving ſome allarm to the Princeſs Berenice , who by her ſtory he tound bore him a 
great deal of good will , deferring to let her know the truth , till cime ſhould afford him 
a fitter opportunity. Many of the Princes would have viſited him , and paid him what 
they believed due to a man of ſo rare a valour , but Alexander and Menelaus diverted 
wy intent , by telling them what a trouble it wouldbe-to him , and the requeſt ne had 
made. 

In this interim it grew night, and every body being retired,the two gallant enemies pal- 
ſed it in diſquietsthat were not much unlike. Oroondates, enraged at theifſue ofthat ad- 
venture,could not complain ſufficiently of hisill fortune, & deteſted the croſneſs of it with 
words full of tranſport and fury. Muſt I put my Enemy to the pains (ſaid he) to come and 
ſeek me out every day, and muſt this happy rival, not being ſatisfied with peaceably enjoy- 
ing the affe&tion of my ingratefull Princeſs,envy me alſo this miſerable lite which he has 
reduced toſuch a lamentable condition 2 Muſthe violate the truce, force his paſſage over 
our trenches, and find meidle in my Tent,when I have ſo many occaſions to pull me out 
of it, and that I ought to ſhut my eyes againſt all dangers, and againſt all conſidera- 
tions, to carry death unto that fortunate rival, and to thar irreconcileable Enemy ? 

Ah my courage, Ah my love, Ah my honour, what is now become of you ? Do you ſuf- 
fer me barely to threaten, and another to execute, that I ſhould learn my duty of him, 


againſt whom I had arm'd my ſelf with theſe furious reſolutions ? Arſaces was n0 wy 


Parr III. CASSANDRA. 


oblig'd to prevent me, and Arſaces might have fate ſtill with honour, he whoſe fortune 
ſo happy, whoſe defires are jully ſatisfied, and who having robb'd me of Statira has 
nothing more to demand ; but Oroondates depriv'd of Statira, depriv'd of happineſs, 
and depriv'd of honour, ouge not to have breath'd but to recover what he has loſt, and 
ought not tO have prolong'd his life, but to take vengeance of that Raviſher of his hap- 
pineſs, of his honour, an of Statira all togethet. He ſpent ſome hours in this conſidera- 
tion, and then falling into more cruell thoughts; Ah ! without _ (added he) 
without queſtion Statira thinks it not enough to have forſaken me, but ſhe will have me 
die by the hand of her new Lover, becauſe I could nor die with griet for her _— ; 
and*tis certainly by her order that Arſaces fets himſelf ſo obſtinately againſt my lite ; 
her new affe&tion without doubt makes it odious to her, and ſhe no longer will ſuffer 
fuch an irreprochable witneſs of her infidelity to continue in the world ; it it be ſo, O 
Caſſandra, (for you no longer are Statira, and with the name of the royall Family, have 
likewiſe laid aſide all that was great and noble in you) if it be ſo, I amto blame to oppoſe 
your deſires any longer, and I ought to offer up my breaſt without reſiſtanceto that Mi- 
niſter of your commands ; but I will fatisfie him as ſoon as ever heis in a condition to 
take his ſatisfaction, and give me mine, and the Sun ſhall no ſooner ſee Arſaces upon his 
feet again, but it ſhall ſekim fighting with Oroondates. In the meantime (ſaid heto 
bimſdf) heis in thy power, he is in thy Tent, that cruell tormentour of thy days, and in- 
ſtead of facrificing him to thy juſt indignation, thou art —_ by fome remainders of 
virtue, which thy paſſions cannot ſtifle, to aſlitt him, to ſerve him, and to tabour for the 
preſervation of that lite, which thou wouldſt, and which thou ought'ſt to take away. 
But *tis no matter (continued he) we will do what we ought to do totheutmoſt, and 
when we have paid our Rivall whatſoever, in the condition he now is; he can hope for 
from an Enemy as generous as himſelf, we will proſecute our quarrels without remorſe, 
and without advantage, and will without regret aſſault a life, for the conſervation where- 
of we have done all that we were bound to do. 

Theſe were the diſcourſes of reſtleſs Oroondates; but if he was tormented, Arſaces 
found no better uſage from his inhumane thoughts ; the grief he was in to ſee himſelf 
atthe mercy of his Enemy, and conſtrain'd to receive his affiſtance, did indeed make 
ſome part of his diſcontents ; bur theſe were not the moſt violent, and when he remem- 
bered that he that day alſo, had ſeen the Princeſs Berenice with him at the door of his 
Tent, and that he believ'd him quietly poſſeſſed of her, whoſe affection he by a thouſand 
remarkable ſervices had ſo well deſerv'd,all his conſtancy forſook him,and gave him over 
to his rage alone ; it had before been great —_ to deprive him of the better part of 
his ju rt, andto make him, in the ation he had newly done, deſpiſe thoſe dangers 
into which he would not have precipitated himſelf, if he had felt the leaſt ſpark of a de- 
ſiretolive ; but by that cruell ſight it was ſo ſtran ly aggravated, that it inſenſibly took 
away all the remaining power which Reaſon had yet conſery'd over his attlited 
minde ; in theſe furious fits whereinto itcaſt him, he form'd ſuch deſigns as were ſuita- 
ble to his deſpair ; but when he put his hands upon his wounds, or that he tried to raiſe 
himſelf upon his bed, the knowledge of his weakneſs augmented his vexation, as much 
as he felt his ſtrength to be diminiſh'd. What wilt thou do,miſerable man, (ſaid he)and in 
this higheſt pitch of thy misfortunes,to whom wilt chou have recourſe,8 what wilt thou 
reſolve upon ? inconſtant Berenice has unworthily forſaken thee, fortune forſakes thee 
with her, and even the Gods themſelves declare openly for thine Enemy. If the Gods, 
if fortune, if Berenice be againſt thee, what canſt thou fly to but Death, which will free 
thee from the anger of the Gods, will ſhelter thee from the perſecutions of Fortune, 
and curethee of the remembrance of ingratefull gerenice. We muſt die then, that de- 
ſign is no new thing to Arſaces, if he had not been reſolv'd on that, he would not to 
day have charg'd into a whole Army, and an Army in which there are ſo many. men able 
to take his life without advantage ; but to die without revenge is a very hard condition 
to Arſaces, he has not been wont to leave his Enemies a ViRory o little diſputed; and if 
he muſt loſe Berenice,he can hardly quit the poſſeſſion of herto another ; unleſs he pur- 
chaſe it at leaſt with a good quantity of his bloud ; 'his Rivall muſt periſh with him if ic 

be poſlible and Berenice who twice already has been preſent at our Combats,. muſt gſur 
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her ſelf with that ſpeRacle once again for all. But why (continued he) why ſhould I ge. 
fer it any longer ? Can I not with the ſmall remnant of ſtrength I have left, get into 
Rivals chamber, and make an end of the buſineſs with Daggers ? they'll enterinto our 
bodies without reſiſtance, and we ſhall have no Arms that can protra& our Combar 
He found ſome ſweetneſs in this thought, bur of a ſudden he alſo met with difficultiesin 
it. Thine Enemy is too generous oo he) and thou ought'ſt to believe, by ſo many e, 
feRs of his virtue, that in the condition thou now art, he will not accept this kinde of 
Combat againſt thee; and as jealous, as tranſported, and as deſperat asthou art, thou 
canſt never be ſo baſe as tothink of _—_— him in his bed.” No, do better, Arſaces 
leave him Berenice ſince he deſerves her ; his virtue, and the good offices he has done 
thee, oblige thee to quit her to him, and thou mayſt abandon her without meanck of 
ſpirit, provided thou alſo abandon thy life with her ; he will not believe thou yield'{t her 
ro him for fear of a death, which thou ſhalt give thy ſelf in his preſence ; and thou ſhale 
notthen.-be compell'd to prolong thy pains, in prolonging thy life for a revenge which 
perchance thou mayſt never be allow'd ro take. This laſt chought fix'd Arlicerlis reſo. 
lution more than the reſt, and he was ſtill of the ſame minde when day began to 
break. 
The Princeſs Berenice; and Thaleſtris ſaw it appear without having hardly cloſed 
their Eyes all night, they lay together, as before at Polemon's houſe; and if thedif. 
contents of Oroondates, and Arſaces, tormented them fo cruelly, theirs ſuffer'd them 
to reſt but very little better. Thaleſtris had no ſooner given Berenice part of the fatiC. 
faction ſhe had receiv'd by the clearing of matters between Orontes and her, and of 
the trouble ſhe began to fel for the baniſhmeat ſhe had condemn*d him to, bur Berenice 
with a like confidence imparted her diſquiets ; ſhe remembred the words her brother 
had ſpoken touching Arſaces his infidelity, and they were ſo deeply ingraven in her me. 
mory, that from the firſt moment ſhe had heard them, ſhe was not capable of any reſt; 
ſhe would have had much ado to believe that report if it had come from any other bod 
but the Prince her brother, but ſhe gave ſo perfe& a credit to what he ſaid, that ſhed 
not queſtion what had been told her by ſo authentick a Witneſs ; that cruell opinion has 
ving begun to creep into her minde, tormented her already very violently, and not be. 
ing able to difſemble her thoughts from that fair Queen, ſhe disburthen'd part of her 
riefs into her boſom. The Princeſs was exceeding moderate, and of a wondrous milde 
Eilpoſition ; nor was ſhe tranſported with any fury, bur ſatisfied her ſelf with weeping, 
and complaining of Arfaces his inconſtancy, without falling into any rage, or makin 
any imprecations againſt him. If Arfaces has deceiv'd me (faid ſhe) there is no more fi 
deliry to be hoped for in mankinde, and I can hardly believe he ſhould have forfaken me 


without powerfull Reaſons to perſwade him to it; without doubt I was not lovelye- 
nough to keep his affeRions longer ; but he had donetoo much, and I dare ſay, he had 
f:er'd tco mnch for me, to open his Eyes fo fuddenly to the knowledge of my detects ; 
I for his ſake had committed faults, which perhaps will never be forgiven me by ſeverer 
perſons, and I may truly ſay, that I never by any of my ations gave him juſt cauſe to 
repent of his affetion. Though the Princeſs brought forth theſe words very calmly, 
yet did ſhe accompany them wi fighs and tears, which made Thaleſtris judge ſhe was 


much more deeply touch'd, than ſhe was willing to make ſhew of: ſhe ſtrove to com» 
fort her in a Diſeaſe whereof ſhe her ſelf was already cured, and being very loath to re- 
double her affliftion, ſhe fain'd to be ignorant of the cauſe of Oroondates his words, 
and told her nothing at all of what ſhe with him believ'd touching the Loves of Arfaces, 
and of Queen Statira. As ſhe was thus referv'd in conſideration of Berenice; Berenice 
wasno leſs fo in regard of her, and would not reveal a ſecret which the had nor yerdil- 
cover'd tothe Prince her brother. The deſire ſhe had ta clear her doubts perfeRty with 
him, made her get out of bed when the Sun was ſcarcely riſen, and as ſoon as ever ſhe 
was ready, ſhe went out of her Chamber, to go to Oroondates his Tent. She camethi- 
ther, and gave him the good morrow, when Arſaces was yetin thoſe cruell agfations 
which had diſtrated him all the night. He was ſtill full of irrefotution, when Oroonda- 
res his ſervants came into his Chamber, and drawing near to his bed-ſide, rold him their 
Maſter had ſent them to inquire after his health ; by this redoubling of obligations, fa 

aces 
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faces his griefs were redoubled, and it fretted him to the heart to ſee that every momen*® 
he became indebted to his Enemy ; he ask'd them ſomething briskly what company was 
with him ? and they without diving into his intention told him thar they left the Princeſs 
Berenice by his bed-fide. Arfaces at that anſwer could not forbear to cry our, which they 
attributed onely tothe pain of his wounds, and being come cloſe td him to tearn the 
cauſe more particularly ; Go oo he) and tell your Maſter; I ſhall be quickly cured. 
With theſe words he turn'd his head on the other fide, and refieRting upon this laſt con- 
Krmation of his misfortune, he no more doubted bur that he _— to dye without de- 
ferring a minute longer. Thou halt liv'd too long Arſaces (ſaid he) thou haſt tiv'd too 
jong. Thy griefs are too intolerable to languiſh in them any longer, andif thou no 
more canſt give two lives tothy reſentment, appeaſe it by ſacrificing the more unfortu- 
nate : but offer this ſacrifice before the Eyes of ungratefull Berenice ; let thy Rivall live, 
fince he defends his life ſo well, and that thou art twice indebted to him for thine z in 
the condition thou now art, thou canſt no more attempt any thing lawfully againſt him, 
andin the extremity of thoſe miſeries thou ſuffereſt, thou couldſt never have the pa- 
tience to ſtay for the recovery of thy ſtrength: as he talk*d thus to himſelf, he oper'd 
one of the Curtains of his Bed, and ſeeing his Armour which they had laid upon the 
ſeats cloſe by his bed-fide, he pull'd one of his arms our of bed; andputting hishand up- 
on his Cuiraſſe, felt for a Dagger, which he commonly wore there, and having drawn it 
out of the ſheath, he hid it in his bed to make uſe of it in the reſohution he Bag raken. 
He then raiſed himſelf to fit up, though with much pain, and trouble, and judging 
that with ſome help he might be able to ſtand, - he call'd one of Oroondartes his fer- 
vants which waited in the Chamber, and when he was come to his bed-fide; he pray'd 
hit to reach his Cloaths, and to help him on with them. The man who faw in what con- 
dition he was, made {ome difficulty to obey him; but Arſaces.redoubled his intreaties 
with ſo abſolute a look, and fo imperious a voice, 'that he no longer had the boldneſs to 
refuſe what he demanded. He put on his Cloaths with much ado, and with much incom- 
modioufneſsto Arſaces, who when he was ready, convey'd the Dagger, ſo that the man 
perceiv'd it not, into one of the {lieves of his Caſſack ; after which he defired his aſ- 
liſtance to get into his Maſters Chamber. The ſervant who was ignorant of his inten- 
tions; made a preat ſcruple of helping him in that deſign, bur when he ſaw him wichour 
Arms, and fo feeble that he could hardly fit apright, he believ'd he might do him that 
ſervice without putting his Prince into any danger, and moreover Arſaces his counte- 
nance, cauſed ſo much reſpe&, and ſo much fear in him together, that he had nor the 
courage to diſobey him. By his afliſtance therefore he roſe from his bed, and wherthe 
was upon his legs he felt himſelf ſo weak that without his ſupport he would not have 
been able to ſtand, yet did he __—_ walk leaning upon the ſervants arm, and with 
much pain, and difficulty made a ſhift to get into Oroondares his Chamber. ' The'Prince 
of Scythia was at that time accompanied with Lyſimachus,Prince Oxyartes, Artabaſus,and 
Berenice who by reaſon of thoſePrinces being there had not been able to clear the:doubrs 
he had cauſed in her; ſcarce had they begun to fall upon ſomediſcourſe, when they ſawAr- 
faces enter with his guide : he mov'd ſo ſoftly, and his face was ſo exceeding pate; that he 
preſently ſtirr'd up more pity than apprehenſion. The Princeſs Berenice had no ſooner 
calt her Eyes upon him, but ſhe knew him immediatly, yet whitherit were by reafon of 
her —_— aſtoniſhment, and ſudden ſurprifall,or of the effe& her brothers words had 
already wrought in her, inſtead of running to meet him, ſhe continued unmovable upon 
the Chair where ſhe was ſitting, and appear'd ſcarce capable of ſenſe at fo anb_eded 
an Encounter. Lyſimachus whoſe thoughts at that time were far enough from that Ad- 
venture, knew him not at hiscoming in, and his face was ſufficiently chang'd by his toſs 
of bloud, to make a man loſe the features of it ; yet all believ'd at the ir, that x was 
that valiant Enemy whoſe laſt Actions were a part of their Entertainmeii, and all of 
them at his Entrance roſe up from their ſeats, and prepar'd themſelves with attention to 
obſerve what he meant to ſay and'do. Oroondates taking notice of the alteration of 
their countenances, thruſt his head a little out of bed; and — fight concurring in 
their opinion, he fate up, and without being moy'd expected the fucceſs of that Adven.. 
rure. Arſaces being reaſonablenear the bed, found himſelf ſo weak that he was con. 
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{train'd to ſink into a chair , where he was ſcarcely ſet , when caſting his eyes toward 
Oroondates, and the Princeſs Berenice ; 1 come not ty he ] O happy Lovers, to 4. 
{turbyour © ontentments , nor to oppoſe a fortune which my rival has built but upon the 
ruins of mine; although he poſſeſs it with injuſtice , he has made himſelf wonly of ir 
by bis virtue ,, and I ſhould be ingratefull to the effects of his generoſity, if I ſhould iy 
perſiſt-in the delign I had againſt his life. I come O Berenice, [ continued he, fixing his 
eyes wholly upon the Princeſs ] both to vent my laſt = ren againſt thine infidelity 
and to dehvyer up that life at thy feet , which I ſo blindly gave thee ; 1 will neither pur 
thee in mind of x oathes, nor of what thou ow'dſt unto the ſervices I have done thee 
r will ſtiffice'me to tell thee that by thy ſhamefull inconſtancy thou makeſt thy felf yn. 
worthy of thy birth , and of Arſaces his fidelity ; the Gods, if they be juſt , will never ſuf. 
fer it to: g0unpuniſhed, and to render thee yet more guilty toward them, I lay this life tg 
thy charge,which to the prejudice of all my eſtate,of all my friends, & even of my honour 
I had abſolutely reſign'd.uinto thy will,& whereof,through a lawfull deſpair, here accom. 
pliſhthe ſacrifice. As he ended theſe words, he drew the dagger out of the place where he 
bad hyd it, and lifting it ſuddenly into theair, had certainly ſtabb'd himſelf to the heart, if 
Lyfimachuis,who was doſe by,had not catch'd hold of him,& ſtopp'd hisarm juſtashews 
givingthe mortal blow: Artices was ſo weak, that Lyſimachus —_ the dapper out 
f hisbang, but while he was eager in that imployment, the reſt of the company was in 
maryellous confuſion , and ſuch an one-as all the words in the world could not be able ts 
expreſs., Oroondates, Oxyartes, Artabaſus , and Araxes had firſt in Arſaces his face, and 
after ini the tune of his yoice:found fo great a reſemblance of a Prince, who formerly had 
been dearer to them than their own lives, that if by an untimely death he had not been 
taken: fron them , they would ſurely have believed him to be the very ſame. Oroon- 
dates,whom this conceit had\made to thratt part of his body out of bed , caſt his eye upon 
the faces of the reit, and-obſerving in them an aſtoniſhment as great as his, O Artabalus' 
(cried be) -O Oxyantes | isnot this the face, and voice of poor Artaxerxes ? Arſaceswho 
was yet ſtruggling in Lyfimachus his arms, turned his head at that demand, and looked 
Oroondates in the face, which till then the darkneſs of the place where he lay , and the 
blindneſs of his paſſion had kept him fromdiſcerning. At that time it was in open view, 
and Arſaces had no fooner hecdfully conſider:d it , but he ſent forth a louder cry than 
could have been expected from the littleneſs of his ſtrength , and imploying the Relicks 
of it., to riſe up from his chair, and.creep as far as the bed , he there funk down upon the 
Prince of Seythia. © Oroondates (cried he) O my deareſt brother , isit you? Theſe 
words, and this ation. would abſolutely have perſwaded the Prince , and the reſt of the 
company that the Valiant!Arfaces was no other than Prince Artaxerxes, if they had 
not.remembred that eight whole years were run out , ſince their own eyes had ſeen him 
ſlain in che battel of Selena. In the mean time Prince Qroondates received his embraces 
with an uinparalell'd amazement , and not being able to: comprehend any thing of that 
adventure, O my eyes and ears ! (ſaid he) with what illuſions do you abuſe me? Then 
did be caſt'his looks upon the Princeſs his fiſter , who as much troubled as the reſt , but 
for diffexent conſiderations, knew not yet which way ſhe ſhould carry her ſelf; ſhe per- 
ceived the agitations of her brothers minde, and being deſirous to help him in that en- 
counter, ; Nay, brother (ſaid ſhe) doubt no more on it ; *t is Prince Artaxerxes with- 
our Yufion; Yes, deareſt brother, (added Arfaces) I am Artaxerxes, and if you love 
me ſtjltz:me thinks you ſhould nor find it ſo hard a mattter to. know my face. 
Oroondates: was ſo beſides himſelf, that he could not yet tell what he ſhould imagine, 
and though in Arſaces he obſerved both the voice , the face , and all the geſtures of Ar- 
raxerxes,jand that by his tender endearments, he ſtill perceived his former affe&ion , yet 
could be. not bring his minde to ſo difficult a belief, nor contradict his own eyes, and the 
opinionof all Aſia , for the death of Prince Artaxerxes. He looked earneſtly upon him, 
without being able to open his mouth , and in the mean time Arſaces turning toward the 
reſt, andſtrerching forth his armsrorhem. What , Unkle (ſaid he to Prince Oxyartes) 
and you Couſin (to old Artabaſus) will not you know me neither > Oxyartes and Arta- 
baſus received his kindneſs, but with ſuch a confuſion as kept them ſtill as mute , and as 


wonder-ſtrucken as before.” Ar laſt Prince Oroondates broke fitence , and greedily = 
vouring 
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vouring Arſaces with his eyes. 1 I believed (fajd be) thatthe dead could recover the 
lives which they have loſt , and if with moſt part of the world, I did not knyw ther Prigce 
Artaxerxes was killed in he bartel of Selena, I ſhould infallibly take you for him , you 
have all his features , you have all his ations, and''t is by your Valour that 1 ſhould 
know him better than by all theſe marks ; bur alas \ that happineſs would be ſo reat, that 
1 dare not ſo much as raiſe a thought to it. Artaxerxes was not {Jain , (replies Arlaces) 
and hehad a deſtiny in Scythia, direQtly like to that you had in Perlia : I have concealed 
my ſelf from the whole world, except my Princeſs onely, and 't is by ber favour } bope to 
recover the acquaintance of my Oroondates. He accompanied theſe words with 
ſuch cloſe, tender embraces , that Oroondates,as much ſurpriſed , and beſides himfelf as 
hewas, could no longer be ignorant that *r was he ; his heart ſhow'd him: his dear Ar- 

, and after his extraordinary agitations were a little paſt over, he became cer- 
tainly contirm'd of that ſtrange truth. As ſoon as thar beliet was ſettled in his inde ; x 
produced ſuch violent effects there, that he was like to have died with an exceſs of con- 
tentment, his cheeks were preſently bath'd in a ſtream of tears, and his joy broke forth 


into ſuch paſſionate expretiions, that though: the (£250 r{rotng be hog tm 
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cerned, they could not but have ſhed tears at ſach a moving 
in his arms almoſt an hour together , without nforing a ſhare in him to any body , and 

ever and anon crying out, O Artaxerxes | O my dearelt brother ! withour being able to 

bring forth any other word diſtin&tly ; all language is too weak to repreſent a part of 
what paſſed in this encounter ; never had man been ſo paſſionately beloved of another, 

as Artaxerxes of Prince Oroondartes, unleſs Artaxerxes himſelf diſputed with him for that 

advantage ; and never had real death been deplored with ſo many tears , as the ſuppoſed 

death of Artaxerxes had been by his dear Oroondates ; nor did the knowledge of his 
being alive tranſport him unto leſs extreamities , for all that a moſt violent paſtion can 

uce, appeared at the higheſt pitch in that encounter. Ar laſt Oxyartes and Arta- 

bas required their part in Artaxerxes, and it was juſt they ſhould poſſeſs him for ſome 
few moments ; ſcarce could they obtain it of Oroondates , but they pulled him out of 
his arms, and Lyſimachus,who beſides the acquaintance he had with him as Arſaces, had 
ſo many other reaſons to conſider him PR——_ with ardent entreaties be the 
continuation of that friendſhip, which Arſaces had made him hope he ſhould enjoy. 
Araxes who had his ſhare of gladnels as well as the reſt , came and caſt himaſelf at his feet, 
and received alſo his part in thoſe charming endearments , wherewith the Prince of Per- 
ſia won the hearts of the moſt barbarous perſons ; all the company remained a long time 
beſore they could utter any thing that hung together , but when they began to be alittle 
ſettled, Groondates, who could not get out ot his aſtoniſhment , and who,through the 
excels of his joy could hardly tell what he did, nor where he was, at laſt recalled paſt- 
ations into his memorie, and looking upon Arſaces with eyes that were full of love. 
What, (cried he) was that bloud then , which y ſacrilegious hand hath ſhed, the bloud 
of deareſt Artaxerxes > And was it againſt my dear Oroondates [added Ariaces] that 
I made ſuch cruel reſolutions? O Gods ! [ continued Oroondates, raiſing his voice ] how 
many bleſlings do you ſend me all at once ! you think it not enough to give me Artax- 
erxes, but you alſo reſtore me Statira whom I had loſt , and ſince it was onely of Artax- 
erxes that 1 was jealous , and that *t was onely to Artaxerxes that Statira granted thoſe 
favours which drove me into deſpair , Statira is innocent, Statira is not inconſtant. This 
laſt diſcovery put the two Princes into new raptures of joy , which had like to have been 
fatal tothem, and Arſaces,who but a few minutes before , came into the Chamber with 
ſuch cruel ſuſpicions againſt Berenice , could not be cured of them withour falling into 
inconceiveable extaſies. How ! (ſaid he , quite beſides himſelf with joy) has not Bere- 
nice forſaken me then, and was it but to her brother , ſhe gave thoſe miſtaken embraces 
which have coſt us ſo much bloud , and which have produced ſuch ſtrange effe&ts > Ah! 
Madam, (purſued he, turning toward the Princeſs, and doing his endeavours to throw 
himſelf at her feet) what ſhall guilty Arſaces do to obtain pardon for ſo many offences, 
and by what bloud can he be able to waſh them out , if they have already made him ſpend 
the beſt part ot his? He would have ſaid more, and ſtrove to have begged forgiveneſs 
on his knees , but the Princeſs would not ſuffer him, and forcing modeſty rv em wo» 
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him in her turn. Your faults [anſwered ſhe] are very pardonable , and inſtead of pv. 
niſhing them, I acknowledge them as the moſt powerfull marks you could have pijyen 
me of your affe&tion. Ah ! Siſter (added Prince Oroondates) how eaſily do I now ex. 
cuſethe love you bore to that Arſaces , whom I ſo much hated | and how well are you 
beloved of the Gods, in that have reſerved for you, the eſt, and imoſt ac. 
compliſh'd Prince that ever was ! would all have en themſelves further in 
this di ; if they had not found that Prince Artaxerxes was extraordinarily ill with 
thoſe diſorders, and therefore it was neceſlary toremit the continuation of ir, thar 
bemithe be got to bed again ; bur the two Princes could never reſolve to part ſo ſoon 
and Arſaces his bed was fain to be into Oroondates his Chamber ; where it was 
made ready , and where they laid him with a purpoſe to let him reſt, and to la. 
for his recovery , with a care very different from ther theyrcok before, for the health 


of a generous Enemy. 


The end of the ſixth Book,and of the third Part 
of Caſlandra. 
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The Authour to CarisrT a. 


WT 1s but reaſon, Califta, that I ſhould watch for you all manner of ways, 
pEh and that ſome part of theſe nights you make me paſs without ſleep, ſhowld be 
&3| beftowed on this imployment which you have ordained me : Tobey you without 
MIR repugnance, both becauſe in pleaſing you, 1 meet my ſatisfattion, and my per- 
fett glory, and becauſe I indeed finde ſome pleaſure in entertaining my ſelf 
ftill with perſons, towards whom your inclinations have cauſed a friendſhip in me. My Hes 
roes now are dearer to me by your approbation, than by their own deſert, and ſince you have 
judged them worthy of your affettions, they are too proud of that high fortune, to neg lett any 
thing from henceforth , that may maintain them in it, or to conceal any of thoſe gallant atti- 
ons from you which may preſerve them-in your efteem. They when 1 was taken up with buſi- 
meſſes very different from this, ſollicited me themſelves to give you the continuation of their 
adventures, and 1 had your commands too deeply graven in my remembrance to reſitt 
their ſollicitations. I here bring them to you a fourth time, divine Califta, at theit 
wat viſit they ſhall take their leave of you, and in this they perhaps will tell you ſonie 
part of that you have deſired from them. If you think, my Arſaces too long in the recital 
of bus life, perchance you will pardon that defeft, mn conſideration of the accidents whereof 
it is compoſed , and of the po gs of the attions and perſon , ſince his Death drew 
tears from your fair Eyes, and that you have intereſſed your ſelf enough both in his re« 
tern , and in hu whole fortune , to hear the relation of it without wearineſs. If all 
the adventures of it are not equal, and if you finde ſome places in them not ſo ſtrong, nor ſo 
diverting as others, you will be pleaſed to conſider, that my invention has not had an entire 
liberty, and that it has been racked by Chronologie, by the truth of the Hiftory, and by thoſe 
things I had already written : and in ſhort that I have been put to it, as many others would 
have been, to make Darins his ſon paſs his time handſomly in Scythia, while#t his Conntrey 
wa laid deſolate, and his father deprived of his Empire, and of bu life, by Alexander: vis 
forious forces. Tet in this encounter and in-many others, which truly have kept me in a very 
troubleſome conftraint, 1 have ftuck.to probability as much as poſſibly I could, and have 
made up a ftory which in mine own opinion us not the mo#t defettive of this piece. Tow your 
ſelf it may be will make 4 more favourable judgement of it, than mine, ſince you have ever 
ſhewed as much goodneſs, and as much complacency gow Caſſandra, as you have had little 
for ' who gave her to you before her birth, and who here confirms the gift with that of hus 
opn ſee 
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The fourth Part. 


The firſt Book. 
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Hile nothing but joy reſounds in the Prince of Scythia's Tent, ſorrow dif. 
FI plays all its moſt mournfull effe&s in that of Antigonus, and in the ſoul of 
'0ung Demetrius. That amorous Prince whom the variety of fo many ob. 
8 jets, and of ſo many imployments , could not divert from his fatal 
: * thoughts, was gone out as ſoon as day began to break, to pay his ordinary 
tribute to the Aſhes of his Hermione, He had waſh'd the cold Marble of her Tomb, 
with his tears, whoſe ſource ſeem'd impoſlible to be dried up; he had invok'd her 
Ghoſt, and a thouſand times pronounc'd that name ſo dear to his remembrance, when 
after having ſpent ſome time in theſe dolefull imployments, he began to walk along the 
River ſide, ſeeking in all kinde of objefts for new matter of increaſe to his affidtion, 
He was inſenſibly gotten a good way from the Camp, and already drew near that 
Walk which mac fromthe bank of the River unto the Temple of Apollo, when he 
chanc'd to light upon an extraordinary Adventure. He firſt ſaw certain Horſes looſen'd 
from a Chariot which ſtood ſome twenty paces from them, and a little farther off under 
certain Trees he ſaw women ſitting upon the graſs, and three or four men ſtanding a- 
boutthem, Demetrius his ſorrowfull humour, made him think of going directly back, 
or of _ into ſome other way to avoid that Encounter, For that purpoſe, after ha- 
ving taken a little circuir, heleft x Ga company on his right hand, bur paſling ſomething 
near them, he diſcover'd objects that were powertull enough to ſtay him, and make him 
change his Reſolution. He caſt his Eye upon thoſe Women with more curioſity than his 
grief ſeem'd to haveleft him, and being naturally he was a Lover, or rather an Idolater 
of that ſex, he began to intereſs himſelt in certain ſighs and complaints he heard come 
irom among them . That potent inclination, which was predominant in him over all 
others, ſuſpended the violence of his ſorrow for a few moments, and made him capable 
of ſome attention, and even of ſome defireto know more. To fatisfie himſelf he drew 
near to thoſe Trees again, and took his place behinde a Hedge, through which he di- 
ſin&ly could obſerve the perſons whereof that company was compoſed; There wasa 
young Lady, to whom all the reſt borereſpe asto the Miſtris, or as to the chief of two 
women that ſeem! ' to be of her Retinue, an old man.of reaſonable good preſence, and 
ſome.other ſervants. This Lady was laid wy upon the graſs, leaning her head in the 
lap of oneof thoſe women; the old man was fitting five or ſix paces from her, and the 
ſervants ſtood waiting round about them. Demetrius could fee the Ladies face but 0n 
the ſide, yetin that little that appear'd to his Eyes, he obſerv'd an extraordinary beauty. 
That ſight oblig'd him to lend an ear to their converſation, and then he heard the Lady 
ſpeak on this manner. Flatter meno longer Theogenes, but think as I do, that this eter- 
nal anger of the Gods has no other cauſe but my ingratitude, andthe meaneſs of my 
fpirit : 1 amiconfident enough of it, to believe thatit hath drawn part of thoſe Deſola- 
tions which have fallen upon our houſe, and I account it a manifeſt folly to ſtruggle any 
more againſt my deſtiny. Ah ! how many misfortunes ſhould IT have eſcaped, if 1 had 


not ſurviv'd that deplorable loſs, which ſettled a gloomy cruell night for ever in nr 
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What an infinite of tears ſhould I have ſpared my eyes, and from how many bloudy 
diſmal ſpeRacles ſhould I have freed them 2 How great remorſe , how great repentance 
ſhould 1 have avoided , and in ſhort, what a world of miſeries ſhould I have forſaken, to 
enjoy that reſt which you have alwayes oppoſed ? Ah ! without doubt (continued ſhe, 
with a voice interrupted by many ſighes) without doubt, O moſt Valiant, and moſt con- 
ſtant Prince , I ought to have accompanied youto your grave ;, I ſhould then no more be 
guilty of faint-heartedneſs, and ſhould onely have felt my firſt misfortunes. I ſhould 
not have ſeen the loſs of my friends , and the general ruin of our family , nor ſhould 
1 have been reduced to wander from Province to Province , to ſeek a ſanRuary 
for this life , which I had ſo many occaſions to hate. This fair deſolate Lady 
brought forth theſe words with ſo fad and yet ſo pleaſing a tune , that they pier- 
ced even into the very ſoul of Demetrius , and preſently begot a deſire in him , 
both to know that ſtranger , and to offer her his aſliſtance in the tmiſeries ſhe com- 
plained of: With this intent, lending an ear to their diſcourſe more carefully than be- 
fore , be heard that the old man, after having kept ſilence a good while, made this reply. 
It is no longer time, Madam, to renew your griefs by theſe tragical remembrances which 
afi& you, and to ſeek out new matter of ſorrow in a wound, which time , your reaſon, 
and your reſignation to the will of the Gods, ought to have perfe&tly cured. You have 
ſpent time enough in mournfull imployments , and you have ſhowed both ſence enough 
of your loſſes, and contempt enough of your life, to fear no reproaches of ingratitude, 
orof meanneſs of Spirit. Think now of giving ſomereſt unto your mind, and begin to 
hope for an end of part of your miſeries. The Gods doexpreſly command it you, and 
they have diſcovered their intentions clearly enough , to leave your diſobedience no ex- 
e, and to free you from all new cauſe of apprehenſion. What would you have me 
hope, O Theogenes ? (ſaid the fair afflicted Lady , with a ſigh) ſhall I hope for the re- 
covery of thoſe perſons I bave loſt ? and will thoſe Gods , whoſe pleaſure ought to be a 
Law to us,reſtore me the King my Father, of whoſedeath theſe eyes were ſad ſpe- 
Ratours ? wall they regain me that dear Prince, whom my ingratitude ſent unto his grave? 
Ah! Theogenes,you know that that's the true cauſe of all my tears,and if you will have me 
hope for . ma. of my wandrings , and for that refuge which we ſeek againſt our perſe- 
citers, how little able is that hope to comfort me, and beſides, how lictle certainty is there 
init ! That great man , at whoſe feet we went to ſeek both refuge, and revenge , is now 
no longer in this world, and his Valiant ſucceſſours are imbroyl'd in quarrels themſelves, 
which will leave them bur little ſence of ours. The Lady wikout queſtion would have 
ſaid more, if Demetrius by chance had not ſhowed himſelf a lictle, and by that ſight in- 
terrupted their converſation. When he ſaw he was diſcovered, hereſolved to make his 
esto that ſtranger , and aſſure her that amongſt Alexanders ſucceſſours, ſhe ſhould 

ſtill find that generolity , which made him prote& the miſerable , and the oppreſſed. Ar 
his coming toward them , the fair ſtrangerraiſed up her head , and obſerving ſomething 
that was great and noble in Demetrius his face , ſhe believed him to be a man of quality, 
and thought herſelf obliged to riſe, to repay part of his ſalutation. Demetrius had no 
ſooner caſt his eyes upon her, but he was in a manner blinded with the luſtre of that mer- 
velous beauty, and calling to mind the remembrance of the moſt accompliſhed ones he 
knew , he was of opinion that he had ſeen nothing in the faces of the Princeſs Rerenice, 
or of Queen Statira , which might not be equall'd in that of this young ſtranger. The 
whiteſt and ſmootheſt things in the whole world , came nothing near the delicacy of her 
Sin , allthe lineaments of her face were form'd, as it were in emulation, with the moſt 
exact proportion nature could poſſibly beſtow , and her eyes had ſomething in them 
that was extreamly moving , but moving with ſo much ſweetneſs and Majeſty together, 
that *t was impoſſible to bear the glances of them withour being dazeled. They enclin'd 
toward black , and her hair was of the ſame colour ; her neck, her hand , her ſtature left 
nothing to be deſired for their perfeRtion , and the amazed Demetrius found ſo many 
cauſes of admiration in that lovely obje&, thathe loſt parr of his contidence, and could 
not approach ſo divine a perſon , without extraordinary fear and reſpet. Yet did he 
draw near her with a very low obeifance , and when ſhe had returned, what the greateſt 
{rangers thought due to his gracefull faſhion. Madam , (faid he) the liberty I rake, 
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would not be pardonable , if the cauſe of it were not very lawfull ; nor had 1 interrupted 
your converſation, but to put you out of the doubts you have of Alexanders fucceſſours. 
My neareſt and beſt friends hold ſome rank amongſt them , and I ſhall not be diſavoy'g 
by the better part , when 1 proteſt to you that they will receive the occaſions of doi 
you ſervice, asthe moſt glorious fortunes that can befall them. Demetrius { 
words with ſuch a grace , that the fair ſtranger found little leſs reaſon of aſtoniſhment in 
him, than he had met in her , and knowing by his words, and by many marks of 
reatneſs, which ſhone forth viſibly in him, that he was no common perſon, ſhe received 
is diſcourſe , and anſwered him with much civility. Whoſoever you are (laid ſhe) that 
with GENS offer your aſliſtance ro afflicted perſons ; your countenance piyes 
much credit to your words , and I ſhall never doubt , but thar ſuch a man as yoy are 
muſt needs be one , and one of the moſt worthy ſucceſſours of Alexander. I am one of 
the leaſt conſiderable amongſt them (replied Demetrius) but I have confidence enov 
in their friendſhip, and in their vertue , to offer you all the ſuccour you can deſire of 
them, and to intereſs them in your quarrel, with a zeal which will make them forget 
their own to ſerve you. Their affairs (anſwered the ſtranger) are ſo great and im. 
portant, thatthe intereſts of a miſerable woman ought not to withdraw them from him, 
neither is it my intention to make them any uncivil requeſt , but onely to demand are. 
treat againſt my cruel Enemies , who having deſtroyed an illuſtrious family , allied 
wayes to that of Alexander the Great , do proſecute the wretched Relicks of it, with an 
unparalelled inhumanity. You may obtain all that you can deſire of them without de. 
manding it (ſaid _—_—_ and they that could refuſe any thing, to the very look of a 
perſon like your ſelf, would be unworthy of the memory of Alexander. alliance 
of your family to that great King, will be very conſiderable nn wma , Who acknow. 
ledge all their glorie , and all their fortune from him , bur your beauty will perſmade 
them more powerfully than any other argument whatſoever. The fair ſtranger, extream- 
ly ſatisfied with this firſt encouhter , which by Demetrius his civility, made her judge fa. 
vourably of that of his companions, was already paſſionately deſirous to know him, and 
her defire, which ſhe durſt not expreſs , was beginning to appear in her face , when ſome 
Officers of the Army paſſing by , and ſeeing Demetrius,came towards him with much re- 
ſpe& ; whereby ſhe learned the greatneſs of his quality , but not being fully ſatisfied 
with that, ſhe made ſign to rhe old man, who accompanied her , to inform himſelfmore 
icularly. Theogenes had no ſooner heard from one of thoſe men , and the fair 
ger from Theogenes, that it was Demetrius the Son of Antigonus , whoſe name 
was known through all Eyrope, and Aſia, but comingto him ; Sir, (faid ſhe) ] by ſo ma- 
| ny marks of greatneſs as appear in you , might certainly know you to bea Prince , and 1 
was already confident of it , before I heard you were the Son of Prince Antigonus ; his 
name is not unknown in our Countreys, neither was his perſon to the King my Father; 
Your youth hath not hindered your reputation from extending it ſelf , as far asthe place 
of my nativity , and I cannot but thank my fate, for having ſo happily given me this 
firſt encounter. Demetrius anſwered with very low ſubmiſtion , w_ reiterated the of- 
fers he had made her with ſo much affe&ion and reſpe&t, that ſhe thought ſhe was ob- 
liged to diſcover her ſelf to him, and to give him a perfe&t knowledge of her fortune. 
For which purpoſe, Sir (replied ſhe) if your generoſity incites you already to comfort my 
misfortunes, I hope when they are known to you , you will not looſe thoſe charitable 
deſires, and the 0 ligation ; home to your goodneſs , will not ſuffer me longer to con- 
ceal the name , nor the life of this unfortunate woman, whom you have chought worthy 
of your aſſiſtance. Therecital of my ſad adventures may perhaps be tedious co you , buc 
if you pleaſe to grant them an hours time,] hope I ſhall intereſs you in my fortune , and 
I thal make conteſſions to you , which I cannot do without ſhame , nor without ſhow- 
ing my acknowledgement for your civilities , and the confidence I have in your vercue. 
Demetrius confounded at ſo obliging a diſcourſe , could not find words to expreſs the 
ſence he had of it, and the ſight, and ſweet converſation of that divine ſtranger , having 
in ſuſpended his remembrance of Hermione , he prepared himſelf for attention, 
with a reſpe& ſuitable to the favour he received, and having teſtified how conſiderable 


i was to him , he fate down with her , by her command, and making ſign to "ow 
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ficers to retire , he lent a greedy ear to herrelation , which ſhe began immediately in 
theſe words. 


T he Hiſtorie of Deidamia. 


| ſhall not injure —_— , if I tell you , that there is no bloud more illuſtrious , than 
that whereof I am deſcended, fince indeed it draws its _ from the Gods , and that 
from Father to Son without any interruption, we fetch our pedegree from the great 
Achilles; He was the Father of Pyrrhus, who atter the ſiege of Troy, being driver: out 
of his Countrey, came to inhabit among the Moloſſes , where he eſtabliſhed the Mo- 
narchy of the Epirotes. His Son ſucceeded him in the Crown , and his poſterity hath 
reigned after him in a right male line to King Arimbas , the Father of Alexander my 
Uncle King,of Epirus , of Aacidas my Father who ſucceeded him in that Kingdom, an4 
of Queen Olimpius the wife of Philip , and Mother of Alexander the Great. By this 
ſhort touch of our genealogie, I have let you ſee the kindred that was between the late 
King Alexander, and us, and moreover you without doubt have heard , how to augment 
that alliance between our families, King Philip gave his daughter Cleopatra ; whom he 
had by a former wife, in — to Alexander my Uncle , who by that double affinity 
became both his Son in Law, and his Brother in Law. | 
After this knowledge of my quality, I will cell you , that I was born of Prince &acidas, 
and of the Princeſs Phria his wite , the daughter of Menon the Theſlalian, who acquired 
ſo greara reputation in the Lamaick War. 1 was bred up in the Court ot King Alexan- 
der my Uncle , and he ſeeing himſelf childleſs; and lovingthe Prince his brother very 
dearly , cauſed great care to be taken of my education , the Princeſs, my Mother contri- 
buting on her fide, whatſoever could be expected from fo tender an afteCtion , as that 
ſhe bore me. 1 will not entertain Lyon with the particulars of my infancy , among which 
there is nothing worthy to be told you , and *rwill be ſufficient to let you know I paſſed 
it without any trouble, and that that wasthe onely time wherein I taſted any-ſweetneſs 
or tranquillity. Iwasas much made of by the King my Uncle, and by the Queen his 
wife , asif I had been their own daughter, and the marks of a reaſonable good nature 
which were obſerved in me , rather than the appearances of a growing beauty , where- 
with ſome began to perſecute me,gained me the affe&tions of the whole Court. 1 lived on 
this manner , (ſince ] muſt abridge the recital of matters of ſmall importance) until my 
thirteenth year , which wasthelaſt of the calm, and quickneſs of my life. The King my 
Uncle, in whom the fame of the other Alexander his brother in Law, and his Nephew be- 
an emulation , and who was neither behind him in ambition, nor in courage,ima- 
gined himſelf to be born for great enterpriſes as well as he ; and did not deſpair of ob- 
raing as glorious ViRories as his. With this deſign, he raiſed a potent Army , and aim- 
ing at the conqueſt of the Weſt , he paſſed into Italy , after having put the govern- 
ment of his Kingdom into the hands of my Father , who took the care of ir upon him at 
his deſire, and bearing a great affection to his brother , uſed that contidence he had in 
himwith a perfect fidelity , and acquitted himſelt without reproach of the charge that 
had been given him. The Kingdom for a certain time remained peaceable enough, but 
within a while after, ſome of the Moloſles, who naturally are a ſtirring ſeditious people, 
roſe up in +. rms by the ſecret practiles of Antipater, whom Alexander the Great had left 
in Macedonia , and who contrary to his Maſters intentions, ſtrove to make himſelf 
youu in Europe , atthe coſt of his neighbours, and Allies : To foment the Rebellion of 
e Moloſles , he under hand furniſhed them with men and mony , and by his afliſtance 
"y grew ſo powerfull, that at laſt they made War openly , ſet a mighty Army. on foot, 
and marched ſtraight toward Xacidas with an intent to give him battel. My Father, 
who art firſt had been a little negligent of that revolt, was extreamly unprepared ; yet 
having a very good courage, he with all poſlible ſpeed drew together thoſe forces.he had, 
and giving order for new leavies, had not the patience to ſtay till they were in a readi- 
neſs to ſerve him , bur went to meet the Rebels, with a handtull of men. He truſted in 
the Juſtice of his cauſe, and believed that his Enemies balf conquered by their guile 
would never have the boldneſs to ſtay his coming ; bur be found himſelf deceived in thac 
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expectation, and having given them barell very unſeaſonably, his Army weaker by the 
half than theirs, was utterly defeated,and ſcarce was he able with a ſmall remainder of his 
men, to ſave himſelf in Ambracia the Metropolis of the Kingdom, where the whole 
Court did ſtill reſide. Then it was that he faw the fault he had committed, in fighting (6 
raſhly ; and that foreſeeing the continuation of that War, and the proprels the Ene. 
mies might make if they knew how to lay bold of their advantage, he ſent Diſpatches on 
all ſidesto his Allies, to demand their affiſtance, and in rhe interim labour'd to fortifie 
the Town, and pather'd together all the Forces he had cauſed to be levied. While he 
was thus imployed, the Rebells made themſelves Maſters of the Field under the Condu& 
of one Tharritas a valiant Commander, and finding no more reſittance, came audaci. 
ouſly and laid ſiege before Ambracia, where we were all retir'd : my father had al. 
ready put it in a condition to make defence, and to wait for the rehef of his Allies 
and *rwas that knowledge that made him expect the Enemy without fear. The Ap. 
roaches of that ſiege were very bloudy , and the firſt Events thereof were doubt. 
Fall - therewere many men ſlain on either fide, but our loſſes were more conſider. 
able than theirs, and while our gumbers decreaſed, theirs grew more potent every day. 
The little underſtanding I have in War, hinders me from making you a long diſcourſe of 
it, and 1 the more willingly paſs over the Relation, becauſe *ris of litthe conſequence to 
the knowledge of my life. Among thoſe that held out that fiege with us was Neopto. 
lemus, the cruel! habe of our misfortunes, a Prince of the bloud of the Eacides, as 
we were, and who next to the royal Family, was the chief in all Epirus, though he wane. 
ed a Crown, he tyanted not adefireto have one, and to attain that ſovereign dignity, he 
would neither have left any thing unattempted, nor have thoughe any thing Fc to 
his ambition, He from my earlieſt years had applied himſelf to ſerve me, and at that 
time was diligent enough to let me fee it, whe ther'it were that he really was in love with 
me, or that in our alliance he found advantages, and means to ſupport himfelf inthe 
State. -Facides ſuffer'd him to proceed without being offended ar ir, becauſe of Neop- 
tolemus his quality, which ar that time was lictle diſproportionate to ours; but yet he had 
no great deſire tothat match, whether it were that he lik'd not Neoptolemus his ; 
or having but one ouely daughter, with whom he flatter'd himſelf, and of whom he had 
conceiv'd too good an opinion, he had ſome higher aim for her ; or that perhaps he 
was willing to comply with my inclinations which were no way bent to love Neoptole- 
mus : indeed I ſaw nothing in his perſon that was not unpleaſing to me, and I had taken 
fach an averſion againſt him,as made me receive all the proofs of his affe&tion as fo man 
injuries. He was extremely buſie in the ſiege to make himſelf conſiderable to us, and 
undertook ſometimes to ſally forth upon the Enemies, but he was always beaten in a- 
s4in, and ſucceeded fo ill in all his Enterpriſes, that our condition was thereby much im- 
paired. In the mean time our Enemies had great advantages over us, they had taken our 
out-works, ſtopt all paſſages of ViRuals and Relief that might comero us, and had ſhut 
25 up in our Walls with lietle hope of the Event of that War ; My father was like to 
have died for grief, and knowing that the King his brother was too far off, and roo 
deeply ingaged in his new Conqueſts (the noiſe whereof had often come to our ears) 
ro _ any aſliſtance from him, and that he had no news of help from his Allies, upon 
which he had depended, he knew not what to reſolve upon, and for a cruell farcharge of 
his afictions, he heard that the Forces he had given order to raiſe in his Provinces, were 
cut in pieces by our Enemies, who went to meet them, and that on every ſide all hope 
was forbidden him. This knowledge pur the whole Courrt in very great perplexity, and 
began fo to dejet the ſoldiers hearts, that it was very hard to make them labour for their 
own defence ; our proviſions alſo began to fail us, and in ſhort, we ſaw our ſelves re- 
duc'd to wondrous great extremity. Aacides would not capitulate with his Enenues, 
whither it werethat he reſolv'd to be faichfull ro his brother even to the utmoſt, or that 
hediſtruſted the words of thoſe Rebels. We no longer had any hope bur in the aſliſtance 
of Heaven, when Heaven gave us proof that it had not forſaken us, and ſent us Relief 
in atime,when without its arrivall we were in no poſſibility of ſafery. All the paſlages, as 
I have ſaid already, were ſo cloſe block'd up, that no intelligence of it could any way 


come to us ; and *rwas from the tops of our Towers, that we perceiv'd a duſt, and _ 
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the Arms of our Allies glitter againſt the ſun, we waver'd between hope and fear, and 
could not diſcern whether thoſe Forces were Friends or Enemies, when we from far dil. 
cover'd them tighting with our beſiegers, and within a little after, we receiv'd a more 

k& aſſurance by of their Horſe-men, who having flipe aſide during theskir- 
miſh, had found means to get near our Walls, and to ſhoot Arrows into the City, at 
whoſe heads there were Letters faſten'd, which were brought to my father, containing 
wordsto this effec. 


Agis King of the Lacedewwonians to Prince Kacides. 


Come to your relief with ten thouſand Grevians, able to ſubdae your Rebells ; txpeft an 
| rt Viftory over them, and to facilutate it, ſally you forth wpon their backs, while we 
are fighting with them: on the other ſide, this double aſſawdt will without doubt put them in 
kiſeraer, and 1 hope we ſpall in one day make an end of the War. 


Theſe words cauſed fuch a joy in my father, and in all the beſieged, as can very hardly 
be expreſſed, and raiſed their drooping courages fo ſuddenly that they demanded no- 
thing more but Arms, to make a ſally upon thew Enemies. By my tathers Orders, Neop- 
rolemus at the head of twothouſand men, went forth of the Gates to fall upon thoſe 
that were left to guard the Trenches, and did it fo ſuccesfully that they were conſtrain'd 
to quit them, and retire to their Companions, who already were ingag'd in a ſharp En« 
counter with the Grecians ; Neoptolemus purſued them, and when all the forces were 
joyn'd, they fought a cruell and a bloudy bartdl ; they of our party who came off,aſſur'd 
afterward that they had ſeen the valianc Agis do Actions that ſurpaſs all belief, and 
all imagination ; that all the Deeds of Achulles, and of ocher the moſt renowned He- 
roes which fame hath deliver'd to our Times, could hardly equal thoſe prodigious ones 
he did that day. To fay truth he fought ſo well, and was'fo bravely ſeconded by his men, 
that our Enemies, though more than they by a third part wwnumber, were utterly defeat- 
ed, their General kill'd by the hand of vali —__ the Reliques of chem that eſca- 
pedthe ſlaughrer, retired in diſorder to certain places that were at their devotion. Ne- 
rerwas there ſeen ſo gallant, nor ſo ſudden an Execution, and when they broughe us 
news of ir, and that we heard we were Conquerours, and freed from a ſiege, which buc 
four hours before, threatned no leſs than our total ruine, we at firſt hardly give 
credit to thoſe miracles ; yet were they ſoon confirm'd to us when we faw our valiant 
Deliverer approach our Walls. Aacides weat forth to meet him, and to honour him the 
more needs haveus keep him company, attended by all che Ladies of the Court, 
who prepar'd themſelves with joy to ſhew their compliance to his deſires. We met him 
a few furlongs from our Gates, and as the effe&ts of his valour had aſtoniſh'd us, we 
found new cauſes of admiration in his perſon, and would it had puny the Gods 1 had 
onely admired him, and that acknowledgment and eſteem had the onely Recom» 
pens Thad given him, both for the general, and my qarccular Gafery. Ah 1 Remem- 

ce, thou Enemy to my Repoſe, (continued the Princeſs breaking forth into tears) 
why doſt thou repreſent my valiant Agis to me in the condition he tirſt appear'd before 
my Eyes; and ſince that of his loſs can never be wip'd out of my minde, why do{t thou 
bring him again into it With all thoſe advantages, which made him a thouſand times 
more dear to me than this deplorable life, which I Chametully and tiſerably languiſh out 
after his death. 

This fair Princeſs was conſtrain'd to ſtay in this part of her Narration, to give leiſure 
to her tears to vent themſelves, and to her ſpeech to reſet it ſelf in a condition to pro» 
kecute her Diſcourſe. Demetrius, who to RT concern'd in her affairs, who 
bada tender hearf, and an excellent nature, and who beſides had often heard tell 
of the prodigies, that valiant King of the Lacedemonians had done againſt Antipater, 
bore the Princeſs company in that ſad imployment, and was going tv ſome wores 
E comfort to her, when after having wip'd her Eyes, ſhe wene on with htr Rory 

us, 

Pardon Sir, this confeſſion which is ſhamefull in a Princeſs, *cis true, ({ince I mul} 6- 
LINKLL 3 vow 


+ Forces, he reſolv'd to take the Field wit 


86 .CASSANDRA. PaixrlTv 


vow it to my confuſion)i have been ſenſible of a paſſion,but I was too much Miſtris of ir 
and therein lies my ingratitude,8 the blackeſt of all my crimes:Ile tell you then,that 1 ſaw 
my valiant Agis atthe head of his Forces, his Arms were all beſmear'd' with bloud and 
duſt, but his head was uncover'd, and 1 obſery'd certain features in his face, of which j 
ſhould ſay, I had never ſeen any thing like:them, it 1 had not ſeen that of Demetrius: 
his oracefail carriage was hardly to be match'd in the whole world, and the heat of the 
fight had added a colour to his complexion, which gave new luſtre to his natural hagd. 
ſomneſs ; he was but two and twenty years of age, yet had healready done a thouſand 
Actions, the reputation of which began to ſpread it elf much beyond the narrow limits 
of Greece ; I was already ſo diſpoſed to wiſh him well, for the good office he had done us 
that he appear'd to my Eyes wichell manner of advantage, but I thought himmuch more 
lovely, when at our meeting he alighted from his Horſe, and came with great humility to 
ſalute Queen Cleopatra my Aunt, the Princeſs my Mother, and my elf; he recery/d 
Xacidas his thanks and praiſes with an unparalell'd modeſty, and entertain'd the Ladies 
with a — which viſibly ſhew'd him to be a Prince extremely well bred, and made 
appear the advantage the Lacedemonians had above all other Nations, whoſe Education 
and Diſcipline are very different from thoſe af Sparta : after we had piyen a very ho. 
nourable Reception to our valiant Defender, which he accepted with a wonderfull mo. 
deity, he went into the Town with us, and was lodg'd in the faireſt Quarter of the Pa- 
lace, all the people conſidered him astheir tutelary Angel, and he could not paſsthrough 
the ſtreets without being crowded by the throng, and made deat with the acclamations 
which ecchoed tothe sky. The reſt of the day wherein he had done fo much, and{o 
ſuccesfully to our advantage, was allowed to his Repoſe, but he afterward conteſſed tg 
me, he taſted but very little that night, and that the fight of me had cauſed ſuch diſqui. 
ets in him as he never had felt before. 1 know not how he became ſo blinded asto think 
there was ſomething lovely in me, but in effe& he ſaw me,and lov'd me,and from the firſt 
ſight of him, I cannot deny but that I had ſtrong inchnations to love himallo, thisis 
ſomething a free confeſſion; hut the perſon of Agis was ſuch, and our obligation to him 
ſo conſiderable, that it was hard for me to defend my ſelf againſt thoſe thoughts he im- 
printed in my minde : I perceiv'd the birth of it, by ſome little cares which began to 
trouble me morethan ordinary, and remembring that I had often ſeen his Eyes fixt up- 
on my face with a particular heedfulneſs, I flatrer'd my ſelf with an opinion that per- 
chanceI mighr be indifferent to him ; I was then ſo young, and had till that time been 
bred upin ſuch a way,that allthought of thisnature were utterly ſtrangers to me, and yet. 
I let my heart incline toward them, with a facility whereof T1 ſhould never have ſuſpect- 
edit. Idonot repent my ſelf, O valiant Agis, for never did Prince better deſerve the 
affection of a Princeſs ; 1 bluſh not for ſhame of having given it you, and am fo far 
from thoſe ſeverer thoughts, that I ſhall bluſh, and weep ſo long as I live, for ſhame, and 
for grief that I lov'd you not enough. The next day when he had waited upon the 
Queen, and the Princeſs my Mother, he came alſo to viſit mein my Chamber, his face 
and cloaths were not then cover'd with bloud and duſt, but though being in another 
dreſs, he ſeem'd more handſom than the day before, me thought he was leſs confident ; 
and as bold and eloquent as he was, he then was in ſuch a ſilence, and ſucha confuſf.5n, 
that I could not chule but partake with him in it ; all his diſcourſe was nothing but civi- 
lity, yet he accompanied it with looks, and ſighs, which ſtrengrMmed thoſe ſuſpicions that 
began to ſettle themſelves pleaſingly in my minde. He ſtaid two days longer with us, 
during which time he had not the confidence to diſcover his intentions, but when he 
could no more conceal them, he declar'd them in a very gallant, and a very extraordi- 
nary manner. He had already propoſed unto my Father, that ic was neceſſary to proſe- 
cute the remainder of the Rebells, and that without giving them time to recruit, it was 
beſt to make our ſelves Maſters of allthe Countrey, and recover the places they had ta- 
ken from us, before they had put themſelves in a condition to defend them. For the 
Execution of this Deſign, atter naving given onely three days to the refreſhing of tus 
| eight thouſand of his menchat ſtill were left, 
and four thouſand Epirotes under the command of Theogenes, this old man you fee 
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has ſhowed it ſelf in many imployments of that nature. Agis would by ng means fuf- 
fer Kacidas to ſtir out of the Citie , whether it were to prevent inteſtine Rebel- 
hons, or that he might have the glorie glone of having ended that War ; and 
fave the Crown of Epirus from manifeſt ruin. The my was already drawn up 
in the field , and their Valiant General was in the Palace Hall , where he was takin 
his leave of my Father, and of the whole C ourt, which was there aſſembled; as 
rer he had lowdly promiſed -my Father chat, within two moneths he would. .make 
him |l Maſter over all Epirus, Aacidas more obliged to him than can be ex- 
ed, both for his paſſed ations , and for what he was going to undertake in fa- 
your of that Kingdom , knew not which way he ſhould thapk him ſufficiently , but after 
having exalred his praiſes to the clouds : By what means (ſaid he) Qche molt Yaliaor, 
and the moſt generous of all Princes , by what means ſhall we þe able to acknowledge 
our engagements to you , and what worthy recqmpence can we offer to.the defender of 
our lives and liberties ? certainly the gifts ofthis Crown you haye preſerved , and the 
bloyd of all that are ſubjeRts to it , would be 00 light a recurn for what you have- done 
forthem ; and ifin your gallant actions, glory were not your onely aim , you would 
leave a Countrey peaceable and Triumphant (4ndeed) by your Yalour , but generally af- 
fied for its want of power , which will keep it for ever umn a forced jngratitude, - Agis 
taking occaſion by this encouragement to declare his jntentions, Do not think Sir, 
(faid he to my Father) that I am fo perfectly generous as to quit the hope of reward you 
promiſe to my ſervices ; I began to do you them out of a duty which binds us to qur Al- 
lies, and out of that conſideration of glorie which you x to ; but in what T have yer 
todo for you, ſuffer me a little to conſider my awn intereſt, and ſince you judge me 
worthy of ſome recompence , give me leave to demand it, and to hope for it particularly 
from your ſelf. By all the Gods (cried Aacidas, lifting up bis hands to beaven) Kivg 
Agis ſhall never pretend to any thing from me , which thall not þe granted him ; and I 
ſhall not think my ſelfleſs happy in requiting his great Obligations , than I bave been in 
receiving them. IF it be ſo (replied Agis with acontented laok) I am the moſt glorious, 
and the moſt fortunate of all men living, and ſince it is not poſſible for me longer ro 
conceal the fayour I defire from = , 1 demand a price Sir, which is infinitely above my 
ſervices , and that is no other thing bur the permiſlion to ſerve the Princeſs Deidamia. 
All the company was ſurpriſed at this diſcourſe as much as you can imagine, Aacidas was 
ina manner aſtoniſhed , and I was ſtrucken into a confuſion which 1 am not able to re- 
preſent ; yet he having already won the affections of the whole Court , the whole Courr 
ntereſſed it {elf joyfully in his demand , and teſtified their ſence of it by cries , and clap- 
ing of hands, which confirm'd my Father in the knowledge of the advantages be aw 
| her propoſition ; and to ſay truth he received ay handſomely , and breaking the 
ſilence, in which that ſurpriſe had held him for awhile, he turn'd towards Agis, and di- 
ſcovering his intention by a countenance more cheerfull than ordinary ; vir, (faid he) 
mydaughter hath no way merited the honour you do her , bur if you have found any 
thing in her worthy of your eſteem, 1 find no leſs advantage to my ſelf by this laſt obli- 
gation , than this whole Kingdom has to you for your former ones; If I could giveher 
Empires for a dowry , I ſhould accept ot your alliance with greater joy, but ſince that, 
ſuch as ſhe is, you have not diſdain'd her , I command her to receive this honour withall 
that reſpect and acknowledgement which is due to a Prince like your ſelf. And I, (re- 
plied the Prince) do here declare , that I will not abuſe your goodneſs, nor the com- 
mand you impoſe upon her ; for pretending to nothing from you, but the permyſſion of 
ſerving her , 1leave her fully at liberty , to make what judgement ſhe ſhall pleaſe of my 
ſervices : when the Kingdomis in peace, I will come to lay them at her feet, and 
ifby them I can obtain to a confirmation of the favour you ſhow me, I will begg the 
continuance of it , which I ſhall prefer both before all the Empires of the World, and be- 
foreallthe ſublimeſt fortunes. As he ended theſe words, he bent one knee to the ground 
beforeme , and taking one of my hands, which I could not refuſe him in that compgny, 
eſpecially after my Fathers command. Madam, (ſaid he) let the violence of my paſſion 
ag for my inſolence ; reſpe&t made me demand the canſent ofthe Prance your 
, before its declaration , but Vie draw no advantage thence which can diſpleale 
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ou,and will never ask that by hjs Authority , which I ſhall not beableto procure by 

prvide ; grant me the fayour to ſecond his approbation of them , and toaccept the ww. 
I make you , of a life which ſhall never be but the Prmceſs Deidamia's. When he Pad 
ended theſe words he kiſſed iny hand, and both by that a&tion , and by what he had faid 
drew a bluſh into my cheeks , and pur me into a confuſion, which left me not the power 
to anſwer him ; neither was it neceſſary I ſhould , and the Princeſs m Mother, being wil. 
ling to help me out of that trouble,ſpoke for me , and addrefling herſelf to the King,who 
already-was riſen from his knee. Sir, (faid ſhe) you will be pleaſed to ſpare Deidamia 5 
deckration, whereof her age is incapable , and give meleave to aſſure you for her . that 

ſhe will ever be moſt ready to acknowledge the good inclinations. wherewith 
honour her , beth according to the merits of ſo great -a King , and according to the 
command of the Prince her Father. Agis appear _—_— at this reply,an having 
falured the Princeſs my Mother in the ſame manner as he had done me ; he received the 
endearments of Aacidas , and of the whole Court , with demonſtrations of a perfe& 
contentment , and not making any longer ſtay, after he had taken his laſt farewel _ he 
went out of the Palace, and ſo out of the Town, and _ hindred my Fathers inten- 
tion, which was to wait upon him part of that dayes march, he placed himſelf at the head 
of his Army , and advanced dire&tly toward the Enemy. 
It would be no eaſie matter for me to repreſent what my thoughts were really arthar 
time, but I may well confeſs to you that they inclin'd toward joy , and that as young a 
I was, 1 found nothing in this encounter bur occaſions of ſatisfaction ; the ſurpriſe of 
Agishis unexpected proceeding , had put me a little out of countenance , but my being 
already diſpoſed to wiſh bim =_— well, quickly obtain'd his pardon for it , and refle&ing 
upon the excellent qualiries of his perſon , 1in that conqueſt found alt manner of con- 
tentment, and advantage to my ſelf. 1 conſidered that the way he had gone , was full 
of an exceeding great regard to me, and that in asking my Fathers approbation , before 
he made me acquainted with his love , he had ſhow'd the reſpe& he bore our family , and 
had freed me from all the blame a Princeſs might receive, by giving way to a ſecret pre- 
render. In ſhorr, both for all theſe reaſons , and the remembrance of his merit , I began 
ro love himin goodearneſt , and the will omy friends affords excuſe enough to myaf- 
fe&tion, to give me liberty to own it to you. I ſaw nothing in his perſon that was not 
lovely to the higheſt point , nay, I could not ſo much as wiſh for any thing that was not 
to be found mo rg. rar in him ; This affeQtion which I fel take birth , withour 
making any oppoſition to hinder it, began to cauſe diſquiets in me, to which I had not 
been accuſtomed , and the effe& abſence uſes to produce in the hearts of thoſe that love; 
entering inſenſibly into —_ for his being away, and fear for thoſe dangers where- 
into he was going to caſt himſelf, found place in it very quickly , and I made no prayers 
to Heaven , without imploying part ofthem for his ſatety , and for his ſpeedy return. 
The Prince my Father , and the Princeſs my Mother , who ſaw reall advantages both-to 
themand me in his Alliance , confirm'd me in thoſe thoughts themſelves, and the wbole 
Court united hisintereits, through the preſent remembrance of thoſe important Obli- 
ations it had to him , rung his praiſes eternally in my ears, and fortified me in my at- 
FQion by all manner of reaſons. Onely Neoptotemus was diſcontented at it , butdi- 
ſcontented even to rage , and not being able to diſſemble his reſentments , he murmur'd 
lowdly at the injuſtice that was done him, in preferring a _ Prince, whom they 
hardly knew , before a Prince of the bloud of the Xacidas , and in ſuffring him in -one 
day to carry =_ the recompence of the ſervices of his whole life. He made his com- 
plaint ro my Father , but reap'd very little ſatisfaction, nay, he complain'd of it to -me 
my ſelf, but in ſuchinſolent terms, that I was forced to tell him he had no reaſon toenvy 
Agishis Fortune, for though my Father had not diſpoſed of me in favour of that Prince, 
his condition had been never a whit the better , and in ſhort, that though there had ne- 
ver been ſuch a man as Agis inthe World, Deidamia would never have been for Neopto- 
lemus. He was not much contented with this anſwer, but not being in a condition to let 
his reſentments break out further, while Agis was buſied for the ſafery of Epirus , which 
was wholy indebted to him for it, he ſtrove to difſemble them till another ſeaſon , that 


might be more proper for him to take ſatisfaRtion. In the mean time our ow * = 
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render drew the War gloriouſly to a concluſion, I underſtand it too little to inlarge my 
ff inthe particular Relation thereqf, and*twill ſuffice me to telt you, that within three 
moneths he gain'd another Battell over the Rebells , perfefted the Defeat of them in 
me orher Encounters, which were all favourableto him, and either by force, or by che 
eerrour of his Arms,made himſelf Maſter of all the places they had gotten unto thei 

- Still as we receiv'd news of theſe ſucceffes, I receiv'd Letters from him alfo, I will 
not trouble you with relating what they contain'd, moſt of them I have forgotten, and 
onely remember the very firſt, which was in theſe words. 


King Agis to the Princeſs Deidamia, 


Hat will not the fortunate Agis, infþired with the remembrance of the Princeſs 

Deidamia, be able to do for the tranquility of Epirus : and what may not be hoped 
for, from a heart animated with ſo glorious a paſſion ? 1 would it pleaſed the Gods / were as 
certain of the Vittory over my Princeſſes minde, as over the Enemies of this State ; but 
what Viftory can he hope for, who begins by his own defeat, and who declares himfelf con- 
quered before he has fought ? In this condition of my fortune, the ſucceſs of this War could 
not be to my advantage, but that which others may finde in Conqueits, and in Triumphs, ts 


found by happy A 015 41 the glory of being vanquiſbed by Deidamia. 


This was the firſt Letter I receiv'd, and by my Fathers command I wrote him an An- 
fwer,which my Mother diRared, and which as remember was in theſe terns. 


T he Princeſs Deidamia, to the King of the Lacedemonians. 


Oth to conquer the Enemies of Epirus, and to conquer the minde of Deidamia, King 

Agts hath Arms which promiſe him an infallible ſucceſs, his valour alone is ſufficient 
10 defeat the Rebells, and as touching the Vittory he deſires over my minde, he ought to. hope 
for it not onely from the will of them that have power to disþoſe of me, but from that they 
have left unto my ſelf, which ſhall ever make me acknowledge as well what my friends ow to 
hi generoſity,as what I am indebted to his merit, and to his ofion 


Ireceiv'd many others, as I have already told you, but within a while after we receiv'd 
himſelf, crown'd with Lawrels, and laden with the ſpoils of his Enemies, whoſe re- 
mainders he had ſettled in an obedience, which left not ſo much as any appearance of 
trouble in the Kingdom. You may eafily judge how he was welcom'd, and can imagine 
without my telling it, that all the magnificence the Epirotes could poſlibly ſhew, was to 
be ſeen when he made hisentrance ; we went a great way forth to meer him, and that 
interview paſſed with demonſtrations of joy and affeRtion, which it would be very dif. 
ficult to repreſent ; but our particular meeting ſtirr'd up more tender, and more preſſin 
motions in our heartsthan in the reſt of the company, and I confeſs that in that fecan 
Encounter,l in the perſon of my Agis found a thouſand new inducements to love hing. 
Thar firſt day was ſpent in Triumphs, and in rejoycings for his Return, and for the happy- 
ſucceſs of his Enterpriſes, he came to viſit me at - lodging, and gave me a choulel 
confirmations of his love, with a grace,againſt which it was impoſiible, not onely for the 

epoſſeſſed Deidamia, but even for the moſt inſenſible woman of the world ta defend 
Ro ſelf. I come not (ſaid he) as a Conquerour to demand a Recompence for what I have 
done to ſecure this Kingdom, but as a guilty perſon that waits at your feet ta expe 
what puniſhment you will inflict upon his preſumption; and I acknowledge that F have 
leſs defended Epirus with my Forces, than I have offended Deidamia by my aydaciaus 
thoughts: but I was not Maſter of that noble paſtion, which totally poſſeſling my ſoul 
with an abſolute Empire, left me not the leaſt power in the world over my oe ; and 1 
believ'd that putting my ſelf into the hazard of dying for you,there was too much glory, 
in my deſtiny to forbear to publiſh it ; *rwas that that made me haſtena Declaration, 
which perhaps you have nor forgiven me, and though I am nor ablets repent it, I ac» 
counted my temerity ſo worthy to be condemned, that I ſhall think whae fentence far 
Mmmmm-m ever 
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ever you pronouce againſt it to be both juſt and mercifull. As he made an end of theſe 
nonk he fix'd his Eyes on mine with fuch a paſtionate aQtion, that his ſilence 
expreſſed his thoughts more eloquently than they had done; and knowing that I ſhould 
neither diſpleaſe Aacidas, nor injure the modeſty of my ſex, by giving him civil proofs 
of my affection, I made no difficulty of taking a lictle liberty in favour of him, and of 
following the command of my friends,the wiſhes of the whole Court, and the incitements 
of mine own inclination; Sir, (ſaid I after I had ſtaid a while without reply) your ſervices 
are moſt important, and your offences very light, and that Declaration, whereof you ac. 
cuſe your ſelf as of a crime, was made with too much reſpe& and freedom, to leave me 
any matter of complaint againſt you ; I think it a moſt judicious courſe, for perſons of 
your quality and mine, and my Fathers approbation gives me the liberty to conlider your 
will, upon which 1 ſhould not have been ableto have caſt my Eyes, without the 
knowledge of his ; I will confeſs to you moreover, ſince this conteſlion is due tothe megit 
of your perſon, andto that of the great obligations you have laid upon us, that in the 
order he gave me in favour of you, I found no repugnance in my felt to obey him, nor 
while T live will I ever have any to CO =_ affeftion. Apis was quite tran. 
ported with joy at this Reply, and lifting up his hands and Eyes to Heaven, © fortune 
(cried he) thou doſt but play with my deſtiny, and theſe favours are too great to be of 
any long continuance; thou, in the beginning of my ſervices, haſt given me a prize, which 
could not be due to the moſt obſequious indeavours of my whole life; and without doubr 
thou wilt forſake me when I have merited part of it by my fidelity. He ſpake theſe pro. 
phetick words, and many others, with ſuch raptures of joy, as viſibly expreſſed the great- 
neſs of his paſlion ; and afterwards made me a thouſand proteſtarions of an inviolable 
conſtancy, with ſuch ſweet and moving language, that there are but few hearts in which 
they would not have left a deep impreſſion. He continued frequently to make me thelike 
viſits, bur being deſirous to ſtay in our Court, without being burthealom to the people of 
Epirus, he ſent back his Forces into Greeee,under the conduct of one of his Commanders, 
and kept onely with him his menial ſervants. He proteſted publickly that he would nor 
abuſe Xacidas his goodneſs, and that he pretended not to his Alliance, but when he 
ſhould have merited it from me, and that 1 thould know him ſo well,as he might hope for 
that through my inclination, which I as yet paid him out of obedience. This manner of 
proceeding was extremely civil, and obliging ro me, bur it was very imprudent for him, 
and gave him cauſe enough to repent it afterward. In the mean time he fery'd with fo 
great aſliduity, and with marks of ſo true, and fo reſpe&tull a paſſion, that all that the 
moſt ardent, and moſt skilfull Lovers ever praftiſed to make themſelves be lov'd, muſt 
yield tothe proofs I receiv'd of his affe&tion; he comply'd ſo perfectly with my deſires, 
and reſign'd himſelf ſo abſolutely ro my inclinations, that he ſeem'd to be inſpir'd 
onely by my _— or rather to be enliven'd ny my ſoul, and indeed he made as 
fair a progreſs in his purpoſe, as he could have wi d and I am oblig'd to confeſs to 
ou, that never man ſucceeded better than he, in the deſign of making himſelf belov'd 
y a perſon of my humour and condition. Ir is true that 1 lov'd him, but with ſo ſtrong 
and fo real an affection, that it hardly was inferiour to his, All the world approv'd it, 
and all thoſe that knew ofzir,thought it ſo well grounded, that it never was condemn'd bur 
by Neoptolemus alone. That Prince indeed, inrag'd that Agis was preferr'd before hum, 
murmur'd publickly at it, and left nothing unattempted to croſs our affairs ; he made 
uſe of a thouſand inventions to ſet diſſention between us, and ſo exaſperated Agis, that 
if had not expreſly forbidden him, he would without doubt have puniſh'd him for the 
plots he contriv'd againſt him. Whar, Sir, (faid he one day to my Father) do you imagine 
that the Alliance of the King of Sparta can be advantageous to you, of a King of 
one City, andofa on whoſe Sovereigns are ſlaves ? Are you blinded with a little va- 
lour, anda little handſomneſs in his perſon > And will your Condition beere the bet- 
ter for having a handſom Son-in-Law in Greece ? if he hve done any ſervice to this 
State, does it belong to you to recompence him ? and is there not a King of Epirus who is 
wholly oblig'd to him for it ? If the g__ brother, to whom I have the honour to 
be nearly ally'd were here, do you think he would prefer this petty Prince of Greece, be- 


fore a Prince of the Bloud of Achilles, as he himſelf is, before a Prince whoſe ww 
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whoſe perſon, and whoſe fidelity are known to him 2 He uſed many diſcourſes of this 
nature, which my Father pardon'd in regard of his paſſion, and of his birth, but which 
wrought no effect at all upon him. One day he was in my Chamber, where he had talk'd 
agreat whileto me upon that ſubje&t , whereby he got but little ſatisfa&tion , when 
Agis came in, but Neoptolemus who could not indure his preſence went out without gi- 
ving bim any ſalute, and before he departed, caſting a furious look at me; I leave the 
p_ to the more fortunate, ſaid he aloud ; rather to the more worthy, anſwered Agis 

iskly ; Neoptolemus ſtung with that Reply, was going to return words which would 
have incenſed them more, it I had not prevented it by expreſly injoyning them ſilence ; 
and that very day my Father having been advertiſed of it, preſſed them with ſo earneſt 
intreatiesto paſs their words to him, that neither of them could refuſe to promiſe he 
would be quiet. 

In ſhort, Agis had obtain'd what he demanded, and having won my heart according 
tohis deſire, expected nothing for the conſummation of his love, but the return of a 
man whom Aacidas,oblig'd to that reſpe&t by all manner of reaſon, had ſent to the King 
his brother to demand his permiſſion tor our Marriage ; but while they were in this ex- 

Ration, and that I liv'd with my dear Agis asa perſon who was upon the point of gi- 
ving her ſelf wholly to him, his fortune ſuffer'd a very ſtrange revolution. Newscame, 
and but too true for our repoſe, that King Alexander my uncle, after having made ſuch a 
progreſs in }talie, as promiſed him the total Conqueſt of it, was defeated in the Coun- 
trey of the Bruſians, and ſlain upon the place with the greateſt part of his Forces. All 
Epirus was moſt ſenſibly concern'd in the loſs of that King,who was a man of admirable 
parts, and of a boundleſs courage, but Aacidas was comforted by the Crown, which by 
that death was ſet upon his head. Alexander had no iſſue, and there wasno body in 
Epirus that could diſpute the ſucceſſion with my Father ; neither was it diſputed, but 
with a general conſent he was crown'd in our capital City, and of a Princes daughter 
which 1 was before, I became a Kings, and the probable jnfocicein of the Crown. The 
Gods are my Witneſſes, that all the joy I felt at that augmentation of my fortune was 
abſolutely in regard of Agis, and that I had no other fatistaQion in ſeeing my ſelf exalt- 

than that I was more worthy of his affetion, and in a condition one day to add an- 
er Crown to his, if the Gods ſent not Xacidas a fon. Agis look'd upon this altera- 
tion.of my fortune with a marvellous equality, and never ſhew'd himſelf concern'd in 
it but for my ſake. Many days were ſpent as well in the obſequies of the deceaſed King, 
asin the crowning of my Father, and during that time Agis continued in his uſuall 
Eſtate, without labouring for the advancement of that happineſs he pretended to by my 
eſlion : but when he had allow'd the time that was neceſſary for the funeral pomps, 

or the change of the Sovereign, and for thoſe affairs To bom at a new com- 
ing to the Crown , he then began to think of himſelf, and demanded of the King 
my Father, the utmoſt teſtimonies of his good will, and the accompliſhment of his 
promiſe ; he hop'd that the King would receive his propoſition with the ſame affeRi- 
on he had expreſſed ever ſince his Recivall, and ever fince his Declaration, but he found 
him colder than ordinary, and he fell into no moderate aſtoniſhment when he heard the 
a Og him a moneths delay, alleadging ſome poor excuſes to cover the alteration 
of his humour. In effe& it was chang'd with the change of his condition , and 
not conſidering , that ingratitude is the blackett of all vices, and the moſtunwor- 
thy of a Prince, he had given ear to Neoptolemus, and a pack of other flatterers, | 
to the prejudice of his word, and of what he ow'd to the ſervices of valiant Agis. 
Theſe wicked people had with ſucceſs perſwaded him, that the King of Sparta was a good 
Match indeed for the daughter of Prince Aacidas, but not for the "ec of the King 
of Epirus, andthe ——_ heireſs of the Kingdom, ' that in truth his quality was equal 
to ours, but that great heed was to be taken of contrafting an Alliance which ſubmitted 
Epirus tothe juriſdiction of Sparta, and to the tyranny of its Ephori ; thatit was the 
greateſt misfortune could befall that State, and that of free-men which they were, or 
onely ſubjects to their lawfull Sovereigns, the Epirots would become ilaves to that Gre- 
clan people, whoſe yoke was inſupportable to all Nations ; that they ſhould loſe all their 
privilodgrs and all their wealth, and ſhould betroth themſelves to the condition of cer- 
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tain people ſubje&t to the Athenians , who dreined of their money, and of their forces 
were even deprived alſo of their :berty ,'and imployed in nothing elſe amongſt them. 
but baſe and ſervile uſes ; they alleadged many other arguments , which alc 
wrought their effe&t upon the minde of weak , unthanktull Aacidas. By the cold. 
neſs of his anſwer , Agis had ſome apprehenſion of his misfortune , but he did not ab. 
ſolutely believeit , _ could not at Frſt imagine, that a King ſhould be capable of 


© baſeneſs, and ingratitude, which titles he might juſtly give to my Fathers change , and 1 
offend not the reſpe& I bear him, in repeating the very terms of that poor nappy 
a 


Prince. He came to me with a countenance in which his grief was naturally repreſent 
and imprinting part of his ſadneſs in my heart at his very coming in , made me 

part of our misfortunes , what do you ail (ſaid TI) my deareſt Agis , and with what di. 
(quiets will you aflit me? I am tormented [anſwered he] with a mortal apprehenſion, 
and if my fuſpicionsaretrue, I am upon the very brink of ruin. Theſe words piercd me 
ro the quick, and made me preſs him to let me know the cauſe of them. He with ex. 
traordinary agitations of mind , told me the conference he had newly had with my Fa- 
ther , which recital gave me thoughts bur little different from his, and Lena many par- 
ticulars into my head, whereby I might have obſerved a coldneſs in my Father towards 
him : the reflexion I made upon them began to trouble me exceedingly , and the know. 
ledge I had of the Kings humour , ſtruck me into a very ominous fear ; Yet did I ſtrive 
ro conceal it from him, and diſſembling my opinion as well as poſſibly I could, I en- 
deavour'd to abate his ſorrows with Jun conſolation. Fear not dear Agis [ faid1] 
fear not a change which cannot enter into a Prince's heart , and believe thar the King my 
Father asked you this delay, and received your diſcourſe more ſeriouſly than he was 
wont , onely to render that formality to his new -honour ; there is no likelyhood he 
ſhould forget what he owes to you , and that he ſhould looſe the remembrance of thoſe 
commands he has given me to love you ; ſuch a lightneſs would be too odious, and of too 
ill an example, to ſuffer me to believe he can be capable of it , nor can I have any fuch 
apprenenſion, without receiving moſt expreſs teſtimonies thereof. I ſaid many other 
things, to which he lent ſufficient attention , but they were not able to withdraw him 
from his ſadneſs ; I eafily found it , when looking upon me with eyes that had ſomething 
a fatal afpet. Madam, [ ſaid he] I am undone, and this beginning of my miſery fuis 
ſo directly with ſome ſcurvy dreams , and other ill-boading preſages which of late have 
diſquieted me, that I cannot recover the frights they have put me in ; fortune has hitherto 
uſed me but too favourably , and fuch a ſtrange unſhaken courſe of proſperities , threat- 
ned me with an infallible deſtruction. Well, (continued he awhile after( I muſt looſe Dei- 
damia,but if I looſe her, Ile looſe my life at the fame time , and perchance will accompany 
it with ſo many others, that that loſs ſhall be made known through all parts of Europe. He 
brought forth theſe words with marks of fuch a Violent grief,chat I was touched with itto 
the very heart,and being willing tolet him ſee how much I was concerned in his afflition. 
If you looſe Deidamia (faid 1) no other man ſhall ever have the advantage to have taken 
her from you , and I proteſt by all that we account moſt holy, and facred, that ſo long as 
Agis loves me, I never can be capable of a ſecond affe&tion. If it be ſo [replied Agis] 
Fle out-brave all the obſtacles that threaten me , and all the powers of the world are not 
able to do me any harm , while Deidamia is on my ſide : bur Madam, remember _ 
miſe you make me, and believe that in the extreamity I ſhall demand extream p of 
your affe&ion. I was going to anſwer , when our converſation was m— cer- 
tain Ladies who cameto viſite me. We had many other diſcourſes upon that fubjeR, and 
in the mean time , Apis every day found new confirmations of his fears in the rap 
countenance: I was little leſs afflicted ar it than he , but I diffembled part of my fadnefs, 
that I might not redouble his ; we continued many dayes in an uncertainty, full of appre- 
henfion , but at laſt our misfortune was but too plainly diſcovered to me, and the King 
being one day come into my Chamber , took me alone with him into my clofſet , where 
he ſpoke to me on this manner. Deidamia, when I commanded you to love the King of 
the Lacedemonians, I was obliged to do ſo by many conſiderations, which rendred thar 
Alliance advantageous to us ; and truly our obligations to that Prince , and the g 


qualities of his perſon diſpoſed me towards it with joy ; but our condition is changed, 
an 
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{nd we had not then more reaſons to approve that match , than we have now to ditap- 
proveit. In ſhort, for many cauſes which are above your age and knowledge, and where- 
in my whole Kingdom is concerned , ” cannot be your husband , and you ought be- 
crimes to withdraw your ſelf from that affection you bear him , to diſpoſe of it in tavour 
of ſome other , whom the Maxims of State ſhall make choice of for you. You know 
chat the daughters of ſovereign Princes, marry for other conſiderations than thoſe of 
love, and you alſo know too well , what reſignation you ow your Father , to make an 
difficulty of being guided by his will: I was halt dead before the King had ended this 
diſcourle , and he eaſily ſaw by my face , into what perplexity I was reduced ; I had nei- 
ther ſtrength to ſpeak , nor contidence to look upon him , and he had fo much patience, 
25 to wait till I was reſettled , that he might receive my anſwer : but when he had vainly 
continued a long time in that expe&tation , and that he ſaw me ſtill keep a filence full of 
trouble and confuſion ; ſpeak Deidamia [ purſued he] and give me fome aſſurance of 
your intention to obey me without repugnance. I was fo ſtruck, and caſt down , that I 
knew not which way 1 ſhould beable to reply , yet did I uſe my utmoſt endeavours to re- 
cover a little courage , and recollecting my ſpirits to explain my ſelf. Sir, | faid F] what 
ities ſoever there are in the perſon of the King ot the Lacedemonians , and what 
= ſoever he has done this State ; I had not loved him if you had not injoyned me ; 
nor ſhould I have licenced my ſelf to an affe&tion , which your command alone can au- 
thoriſe. *Twas out of obedience onely , that I caſt my eyes on the good will he bore 
me, and I have fo religioully obſerved it, that your Majeſty could not deſire more ac- 
knowledgement from me, nor more affection to our deliverer , than I have really gi- 
ven him : *t is true Sir, that I haye loved him, and 1 love him ſtill by your orders, by a 
moſt powerfull inclination , and by a juſt knowledge, both of his worth, and of what he 
has done for us ; but my reſignation to your will, has rooted theſe thoughts too deeply in 
my hearr, to be ever able to pluck them thence ; and I was too ready to comply with your 
deſires , to love Agis with a light affeRion, or with fuch an one as can be taken off , and 
placed upon another ; that is a thing, Sir, whereof 1 feel my ſelf no way capable, and if in 
this Declaration, your Majeſty find any matter of complaint againſt your daughter , be 
pleaſed to conſider 't is but for having been roo obedient , that I now am diſobedienr. 
The King heark*ned impatiently to this reply, and was exceedingly ill fatisfied with it, yer 
being he had not doubted bur he ſhould meet with ſome difficulty in my mind , and } ho 
befornd a great deal of reaſon in my words, he would not fall into paſſion, but content- 
ed himſelfwith ſaying ; What Deidamia , will you perſiſt then whether I will or no, in an 
affe&ion which is diſadvantageous to you , and which I —y My affeQion to 
Agis (anſwered I) ſhall never make me do any thing that can bring you ſhame , Or that 
can juſtly give you ſorrow , but it ſhall alwayes be ſtrong enough ro keep me from for- 
in bs , and from giving that to another , which he has ſo well deſerved, and 
which he holds onely from your ſelf. You ſhall havea little time (replied the King) to 
perſwade your ſelfto follow my commands, in which interim , ſee that you reſolve to 
doſo, andlet me find no more reſiſtance in you, upon pain of a diſpleaſure which would 
not be to your advantage. The King after theſe bitrer words ſtay'd not for an anſwer, 
but going out of my cloſſer , left me in the ſaddeſt condition 1 had ever been in all my 
life. I loved Agis indeed equally to my felf , and this unjuſt forbidding me to love him, 
appear'd ſo cruel to me and ſo tyrannical , that it left me neither ſence, nor words, but to 
accuſe the King of injuſtice , and of ingratitude. My tears lent me a great relief m- hat 
occafion, and *t was by them I began to complain, of the violence that was uſed v 
me ; two of my maids to whom I truſted my moſt ſecret thoughts, and which are t 
you now ſee with me , kept me company in that fad imployment , and when 1 was the 
moſt deeply buried m it, unfortunate a came into my Chamber. The entrance of it 
was alwayes free to him, and notwithſtanding the ſevere refolution that was taken 
againſt him , they ſtill remembred both his quality , and what be had done for-Epirus, 
and therefore in appearance he received the fame uſage he was wont to have. As foon 
asever1 ſaw him, my griefs were ſenſibly redoubled, and I could nor binder my ſelf 
from ſending forth a cry , wherein he mſtantly fonnd the ecrnel confirmation of his fn. 
ſpicious : he made a ſtop at my Chamber dore , with his arms acroſs , and ſeeins me all 
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in tears upon my bed , and theſe two wenches butied in comforting me, he was like tg 
have loſt nor his ſtrength , and his underſtanding, and all he could do in that condi. 
tion, was to lean againſt the wall to keep him up, and caſt looks at me in that ſorrow. 
tull poſture , which made me almoſt die with grief, and with compaſſion. Well. Ma. 
dam, (cried he after a long ſilence) is it certain then that I am ruined? I had not the power 
to anſwer him at firſt , but when he had repeated theſe words two or three ſeveral times. 
It is true [ faid I] my deareſt Agis, Iam forbidden to love you; but *t is alſo truethar 
*£ is impoſlible for me to obey that command. If you hold that reſolution [replied Agis] 
my fortune is not deſperate, but if you forſake me with your friends, there is no kinde 
of death ſo dreadfull , but is to be preferr'd before my condition , and wherewith 1 
would not facritice a life , which I will not keep one moment after the loſs of my hopes. 
I am moſt firmly reſolved, [anſwered I ] to love no other man in the World bur Apis 
and if 1 be taken from him , they ſhall never give me to any thing but to my grave. 
Agis found ſome conſolation in this diſcourſe , and recovering a little confidence by the 
hopes I gave him, he drew nearer, and beſought me trembling, to tell him the laſt confir. 
mations I had received of his misfortune. 1 related all that the King had ſaid , with great 
expreſſions of ſorrow, and thereby put him into a condition, that would have touch'd his 
moſt implacable Enemues with pity:that great courage,which was wont to lead him on in 
fight, abandoned him tor ſome moments in this encounter , and ſcarce had he enough re. 
maining , to keep himſelf from ſinking under the weight of his affliction ; out of theſe 
faintings, he fell into ſuch a rage as I never had believed him capable of , and which no. 
thing bur his paſſion alone could be able to excuſe. After he had vented all that the 
impetuouſneſs of his firſt motions put into his mouth ; Whar, [ continued he ] ſhall it be 
true then, that the word of a Prince ſhall be unworthily revoked , and that my ſervices 
ſhall be ſo ungratefully requited 2 Will not this State which I have ſaved from manifeſt 
ruin, crie loudly _ the injuſtice that is done me , and will not the Gods themſelves, 
who are concerned in the juſtice of my quarrel , take my part againit perjured and un. 
thankfull Aacidas ? will he then ſo lightly forget, by what actions 1 had merited the 
hopes he gave me, or if he can remember out of what extreamities | have freed him, will 
he preferre the Viceroy of Macedon's Son before me ? Theſe laſt words made me in 
terrupt him, to ask what preferring that was, he ſpoke of about the Viceroy of Macedon ? 
Yes Madam, [anſwered he ]'*t is to Cafſander the Son of Antipater that you are deſtin'd, 
and I have newly learnt, that *t is by his alliance your Father intends to ſecure himſelf 
againſt Antipater's practiſes, and to unite himſelf with him, who under the Authority of 
Alexander has made himſelf potent, and conſiderable in Greece. That man who is not 
born a Prince, and who draws all his luſtre bur from the glorie of another, robs me of 
Deidamia ; and the King your Father, out,of ſome unequitable reaſon of ſtate , prefer's a 
icular man, a man whom he knows not, and a man who ever was his Enemy, before 
a King who ſo liberally has expoſed his life to ſerve him. But let him look for no fuc- 
ceſs of ſo wrongfull a deſign , and let him believe, that the Gods have not inſpired him 
with it in favour of Caſſander , but for Caſſanders deſtruction. le kill him, that un- 
juſt uſurper of my happineſs, le kill him in the- very arms of Antipater, and though A- 
lexander himſelf ſhould come in his defence, Agia deb piſes his own life enough to ſacrifice 
many others to his lawfull reſentment. He ſaid divers other words tranſported with an 
exceflive fury , but when his firſt violence was a little over. Dear Agis (faid1) if the 
firmneſs of my affeRion to you, can give you any hope or conſolation , be certain that 
neither Caſſander, nor any other man in the World, ſhall ever be preferr'd before you 
by Deidamia, and that if ſhe cannot be yours , ſhe never will be any bodies; perhaps our 
affairs are not ſo deſperate as we believe them , and if you put the King in mind of what 
he owes unto his promiſe, and of what he owes to the ations you have done for us, 1 
do not think he will have the confidence to perſiſt in his unworthy reſolutions. Fle go 
and make that trial, (replied the afMii&ed Prince) but , O Gods, with how little hope it 
is, and with how little ſucceſs (without doubt) it will be ! At theſe words he went out of 
the Chamher, being reſolved to goto the King, to know his laſt determination from his 
' own mouth ; the time he had demanded to give his anſwer was already expired , and that 


poor Prince had not the patience to deferre it any longer. He ran directly to the King 
whom 
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whom he found in his withdrawing Room, with certain Princes, and other Perſons that 
were conſiderable in Epirus. _ blinded with his paſlion, he could not diſſemble his 
hes before that company, but having deſir'd the King to grant hima particular Au- 
dience, he ſtept to him with a troubled countenance, yet ſtriving to keep his ill bumour 
from breaking out, he indeavour'd to compoſe himſelf to a moderation whereof he was 
not capable, and having by the manner of his coming in, and by his action ſuſpended all 
that were preſent. Sir, (ſaid ke tothe King) if your Majeſties promiſes had not been 
ick, and if the Alliance wherewith you intended to honour me were not known to 
this whole Kingdom, I would not have demanded the accompliſhment of them in ſo 
great a company, nor ſtrive in this place to cure my ſelf of the diſquiets that torment me. 
1donot doubt, Sir, but that you obſerve ſome trouble in my face, and I have not cun- 
ningenough to diſſemble thoughts that are of the nature of mine, but yet I know the 
King of Epirus wellenough, not to let my minde yield to the impreſſion which they 
ww. } iveme of my mistortune ; I know that he is of too illuſtrious bloud to violate 
hisword, and that he has too royal and too gratefull a heart to forget my ſervices ; 
how unworthy ſoever I am of the poſſeſſion of Deidamia, your Majeſty has _— and 
ſolemnly promiſed it me, and I ſhould think I did you a mortal injury, if I could believe 
whatthey would perſwade me to the prejudice of your word, whuch I account inviolable 
between ſuch Princes asthe King of Epirus; and the King of the Lacedemonians. - King 
Agis held his peace after he had ſaid thus, andthe whole company kept a quiet ſilence to 
hearken to Aacidas his Anſwer, who when he had bethought himſelf a while, gave it in 
theſe terms. 1 donot deny Sir, but that Prince Xacidas, highly oblig'd both for all 
rus, and for his particular conſideration to the valiant King of the Lacedemonians, 
approv'd of his affection to his —_—_— and defir'd his Alliance as much as gratitude, 
and the merit of that Prince could oblige him to do. This truth is known through all Epi- 
rus, but you arenot ignorant alſo of the revolution which hath happen'd in the royall 
Family, and you know. well enough, that the conſiderations. of a whole State, ,Gught 
without queſtion to be valued above any particular ones. The Gods are my witneſles, 
that if my inclinations were follow'd ; Deidamia ſhould never be match'd to any body 
butthe valiant king of Sparta, and that I would prefer his Alliance, before that of all the 
reſt Monarchs upon Earth ; No, I have not loſt the remembrance of the gallant 
1ons he did in favour of us, nor have I loſt the knowledge of the admirable qualities 
of his perſon. But my whole State oppoſes my intentions, and the Epirots, whoſe Crown 
asyet belongs in reverſion to Deidamia, cannot reſolve to bear the yoke of the Lace- 
demonians. They are a with the Example of many Nations who are become 
flaves unto the Greeks, and they proteſt aloud, that they will not exchange their free 
condition for ſervitude. I would it pleaſed the Gods, that either I had more liberty to 
diſpoſe of my Family ; or that you could finde ſuch Recompence amongſt us, as might 
acquit part of our obligations to you ; diſpoſe of our Eſtates, which you have reſcued 
out of the Rebells hands, diſpoſe of this Kingdom, which you have delivered, and 
which by your valour you have acquired unto your ſelf; but leave the diſpoſing of 
Deidamia to the Epirotes, ſince it cannot be taken from them ; they will needs lacrifice 
her to their ſecurity, and ſhe is not happy enough to pretend to the fortune which I had 
deſtin'd her, and whereof I was as defirous as your ſelf could be. Agis had hardly pa- 
tience to hear all this, and ——— the King who would have ſpoken more : What, 
Sir, (faid he) is it true then that I ſhall not have Deidamia, and will you pay the real ſer- 
vices I have done you, with a few falſe Reaſons invented by thoſe that envy me? Can 
you excuſe the violation of your word, by the change of your condition, and have you 
receiv'd any dignity by becoming King of Epirys, which was not already in the perſon 
of the King of Sparta? Isthis State, whoſe will you alleadge, ſo ingratefull as to ay-« 
that I have fav'd it, and are not theſe Epirotes, which would rob me of Deidamia, the 
ſame whoſe bloud I ſpared by ſhedding of mine own, and who yet upon their fields, may 
ſee ſo many marks of what I have done to buy their ſafery > If they fear the dominati- 
0n of Sparta, I freely quit all theſe pretenſions, the marrying of Deidamia might give 
meto this Crown, and provided I may haveher, let them make whom they will King of 
Epirus, and diſpoſe of their Monarchy according to their own deſires. * Tisnot birth 
Kingdom 
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Kingdom you offer me, that the loſs of Deidamia can be recompenced : 1 too much de. 
ſpiſe the Kinbority over a rebellious uathanktull people; and if I have a deſire = 
large my Territories, { wear a Sword well known to the Epirotes, a Sword which has de. 
fended : ek Countrey well enongh, tro make them ſee *tis capable to conquer others. 
yes, it can give me greater Empires than that of my forefathers, bur it can much more 
eaſily conſerve what it has lawtully acquir'd me ; *ris by it in part that 1 pretend to Dei. 
damia, and *rtis with it 1 will defend that right even ro my lateſt breath, and that with 
rivers of bloud, I will diſpute it againſt thoſe would take her from me. Apis pronounced 
theſe words with a tone that ſtruck terrour into many of the by-ſtanders,the King was 
extremely nettled with them, and his anger appear'd in the alterations of his counte. 
nance ; but knowing there was a grear deal of reaſon in what he faid, and feeling ſome 
remorſe of his ingratitude, he kept his thoughts from breaking forth, and onely anſwer. 
ed with a very ſerious face; They thattake Deidamia from you, are not in a condition 
to fear your threatnings, nor would be of an humour to ſuffer them from any other bur 
their valiant Defender'; he may freely make uſe of thoſe priviledges, which fo man 
worthy A&ions, and ſo'many freſh Engagements have given him amongſt us; andin. 
ſtead of returning his menaces, in a place where 1 might have ſome power todoit, Ne 
confeſs there were a great deal of juſtice in his Reproaches, if the injury I do him were 
a voluntary ation ; the contempt you ſhew of this our Kingdom, is an effe of gene. 
roſity which would not excuſe the Epirotes from the yoak they fear, and in what manner 
ſoever you renounce this Crown, after the death of Aacidas, Deidamia's right to it 
were notto be diſputed. Believe it Sir, *tis with a moſt ſeatible grief I declare this truth, 
and this hard neceſlity of my condition ; that I might be in one to content you, Icould 
wiſh this Crown were yet upon the head of another Sovereign, and if for your ſatif. 
faction, you deſire onely what abſolutely depends on me, I ſhall think nothing difficult, 
to teſtifie how great a ſenſe I bave of the general, and of my particular obligations. O 
Gods, - (cried out tranſported Agis)'Gods that are Enemies to injuſtice __ oppreſſion ! 


Gods that are Revengers of perjury ! Gods that are ProteRours of the perſons of 


Kings ! Can you ſuffer this high abuſe, without darting your Thunders upon torſworny 
ingratefull heads | and you Aacidas, can you recall ro minde, the condition out of 
which I freed you, and not die with = ſhame and contuſion ? Theſe Traitours,to 
whoſe counſels you give ear, to the prejudice of your taich, and of your honour, thoke 
baſe men, whoſe advice you prefer before the fafery of unfortunate Agis, did they ever 
reſcue you from ſuch Extremities, as thoſe you were reduced to when I came to your 
Relief ; nay, rather are not they themſelves indebted to me for that ſhamefull life, which 
I preſerv'd tor the deſtrution of mine own? Was it from Antipater, and hisſcn you 
receiv'd that aſliſtance, and is the price of my ſeryices which you & rive me of, duet9 
the injuries which they have done you > The King, who did not think his deſign of an 
Alliance with Antipater had been known to Agis, appear'd much aſtoniſh'd atthis di- | 
courſe ; but being ke had prepar'd himſelf againſt all the Events he was probably to 
look for from his change, he recollected himſelf preſently, and reply'd he ph falling 
into paſſion, I will never prefer Antipater, Caſſander, nor apy other Prince in Europe- 
before your ſelf; butif my agen has deſigns for its own quietneſs, and for theelta 
bliſhment of that tranquility it deſires, I know not how. to oppoſe them, without ma- 
king my ſelf unworthy of the Crown they have ſet upon my head, nor without making 
a people moſt inclinable to reyolt, take Arms once more againſt me, Let *m rather take 
Arms (imerrupted furious Agis) for their own defence, againſt an Enemy which they 
cannot, and which they ought not to deſpiſe ; and ſince they undervalue me for Cafſan 
der, a private man, and a man whoſe name and family are unknown, bur by their perh- 
diouſneſs, and by the glory of their Maſter.; let *em take Arms for his Relief, as | have 
taken Arms for theirs. That audacious Fellow ſhall not quietly injoy, what he unjuſtly 
would raviſh from me; and ſince neither compaſſion of an unfortunate Lover, whom 
your ingratitude precipitates into utter deſpair, nor the remembrance of this Crown, 
which is the cauſe of al my misfortunes, and which you ow tq none but.me ; nor the 
conſideration of honour, which is intereſſed in the violation of your word, can dif- 


fwade you from the cruell reſolution you have taken againſt me ; Remember, King of 
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Epirus, remember that I ſhall be able to do as much for my own Qua rrel, as I have 
donealready for yours, andthat this unjuſt Cafſſander ſhall either fink under my lawful! 
indignation, or make Agis fall with the better part of Greece. That's the firſt Exped1- 
tion ile prepare for, and if the Gods grant me the ſucceſs which is due to the juſtice of 
my cauſe, you ſhall quickly ſee thoſe Arms, &acidas, glittering in Epirus, in a hoſtile 
manner, which once you look'd upon with ſo much joy, when they came to bring you 
fafety ; they know already how to conquer the Epirotes, and ſhall overflow their tields 
with that ſame bloud, which heretofore they unluckily have preſery'd. Art theſe-words; 
the King could no longer contain himſglf within the limits of moderation, and ſeeing 
all thoſe that ſtood about him murmur at Agis his declaration. Hitherto (ſaid he) in re- 
of your reſentment, and in remembrance of what you have done for us, I have 
by all your provocations, but ſince you openly declare War againſt me, I accept 
it, and charge you within three days to depart this Countrey, where you cannot be 
look'd upon as other than an Enemy. * [is as an Enemy, (replyed Agis haſtily) "ris as an 
Enemy you ſhall ſee me return into 'r, and all the moſt cruell, and moſt horrible effects 
that Fire and Sword can _ along with them, ſhall be the fure Rewards of perjury 
aud ingratitude. Theſe words were not well over-heard by the King, who already was 
tetiring another way, and furious Agis going out of the Room at the ſame time, rook 
his way dire&tly towards his lodging. 

Thenoiſe of this diſorder was immediately ſpread through the whole Court, and 
there wasno other talk in all Ambracia, bur of this unexpe&ted change, and of the 
Eventsit might produce. Opinions were divided, and if thoſe that were concern'd, 
found, or indeavour'd to make others finde reaſon in the Kings proceeding, they that 
judg'd of it without paſſion, or intereſt, condemn'd him of ahigh irigraticude ; but the 
number of the baſe-minded men, and flatterers; was grome than that of generous per- 
ſons, and the ſame Agis, who a few days before was follow'd and adored by the whole 
Court, ſaw himſelf generally forſaken in a moment,and attended onely by thoſe he had 
brought our of his D—_ When this news was told me, I was like inſtantly to have 
died for grief, and though the Queen my Mother labour'd to give me ſome conſolation, 
andto cover the Kings aCtion with ſome pretences, I found- nothing in her diſcourſes 
har new occaſions of aMiction.Let not the King hope, (faid 1)no,let him never hope,that 
myhearc can be chang'd, and ſince he needs would have me love King Apis, let him pre- 

himſelf to ſee melove him in the grave, ari affeRtion, which ſuch expreſs commands, 
important obligations, and ſuch admirable qualities have kindled, is not ſo eaſily to 

be quench'd, and the King my father ought nor to think it ſtrange, though I ow my life 
tohim, that my ſoul nevertheleſs is different from his. I muſt love Agis, Madam, for 
ever, and although I have power enough over that paſſion, to keep it within the limirs 
which my birth hath preſcrib'd, it will have power enough over me, to make my heart 
incapable of a ſecond. Ah ! my dear Agis, rather let Death, accompanied with the moſt 
rigorous Tortures, ſeparate me from thee for ever, than that I ſhould afford room to a 
ſucceſſour in this heart, which never was, nor ever ſhall be any bodies but thine. 1 ac- 
companied theſe words with ſuch a floud of tears, that the-Queen was deeply touch'd 
with them ; ſhe eſteem'd Agis infinitely, and did no way approve my fathers maximes, 
but he govern'd not his affairs by her advice, and the was much -roo weak to oppoſe his 
determinations. I paſſed the reſt of that day, and all the night-in ſighs, in ſobs, and in 
half deſperate ations, and the next morning my poor Apis being reſolv'd to go away 
that very day, came to receive his laſt farewell of me. The King, who could neither 
forbear to conſider him, nor think upon him without remorſe, denied him not that 
mall ſatisfaction, and hisentrance into my chamber was as freely permitted as before. 
He came in with a countenance,which had almoſt nothing of its wonted features,8:whoſe 
looks had ſomething ſo fatal in them, that Death appear'd there moſt naturally painted ; 
and I beheld him with Eyes, which ſufficiently teſtified the part I bore in his misforrunes. 
Of a long time he was not able to get out one word, and for a longtime alſo I was in na 
condition to begin that ſad Entertainment. Our Eyes talk'd a great while for us, and 
when fainting Agis thought himſelf ſtrong _ ro help them to expreſs his minde, 
after having begun with many ſighs. Madam'(faid he) behold -this diſgrac'd, _—_— 
Nnnnnn this 
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this baniſh'd man, behold this Enemy of Epyrus, and he who in this Court has appear'd 
with ſuch a luſtre, and with ſo high a fortune, departs now from it without any other . 
conſolation, than that of being able to rake his leave of you ; *tis the onely favour 
that's not refuſed me, and *cis init alone, I bave eſtabliſh'd my lateſt hopes ; you are too 
generous my fair Princeſs, to ſquare your thoughts by thoſe of the King your father 
and though I be hated by your friends, I hope that you will not conſider me as the Ene. 
my.of your Houſe. I conſider you, (faid 1, interrupting him) and will conſider you all 
my life, asthat which I love molt dearly in this world ; and as that onely which I can, 
and will love in it. The Gods be praiſed, (reply'd Agjs, lifting up his hands and eyes to 
Heaven) ſince my Princeſs is not chang'd, neither is my fortune; and ſince ſhe (till will 
love me, I out-bravethetyrannical power of a Father, and all the oppoſitions of un. 
thankfull Epirus. Well then, my Princeſs, if you love me; it you love me—---.faid he 
again within a little after, and made a ſtop at theſe words, as not having the confidence 
to proceed. 1 perceiv'd his inward diſturbance, and being willing to eaſe himin it, Yeg 
Agis (added 1) Love you, and I will give all the proofs you can demand of my affeRion, 
If it beſo (replied be) I no longer have any reaſon to complain of my deſtiny, but 
deareſt Princeſs, how extremely do I fear you'l change ou relolution, and how I trem.. 
ble at the propoſition I am going to make you. In alels extremity I ſhould not have at. 
tempted it, bur ſince *tisthe onely means of ſafety I now have lett, I muſt of neceſſi 
follow it, and beg proofs of your affe&tion, which are above my ſervices, and above the 
merit of my perſon, but may peradventure be due unto my pallion, and to the promiſe 
'0u have made me.Sincethe King oppoſes my fortune,or rather ſince he oppoſes my life, 
pleaſed fair Princeſs that I may hold it from your ſelf alone, and that I may live onely 
by you, ſince I cannot live but for you. If the King refuſe me Deidamia, let me receive 
her from Deidamia her ſelf, and to follow the fortune of a Prince that adores her, let 
her fly from a Prince that would ſacrifice her to the Capriccio's of his State. Your con. 
dition ſhall not be ſo miſerable at Sparta, that you ſhould need to bewail your leaving 
this unthankfull Country, and as much forſaken as Iam, I want not means to carry you 
from hence, if you will have the goodneſs to quit it for me. Agis would have gone on 
with his perſwaſions, but would not ſuffer him to proſecute his diſcourſe; I found 
matter enough in it of offence to me, but I lov'd him enough , and was en 
oblig'd to him, to pardon it as an effect of his paſſion, and to content my felf 
with refuſing his demand, without being angry with ham for it. *Tis enough (8 1) my 
deareſt Agis *tis enough, and I am exceedingly afflicted, that you have deſired a6 
proofs of my affection, but ſuch as are. neither. fit for me to grant, nor youto ask, 
Would it had pleaſed the Gods, you, hag rather demanded the better part of my bloud, 
or that you had deſir'd my life it ſelf, and they are my witneſſes, I would have given you 
them without any trouble ; butto perſwade me to faults ſo unworthy of a Princes, and 
ſo contrary to my duty,,-and to my Repyration, Ah 1 deareſt Agzs, if you lov'd me, 
could you ſuffer ſuch a'thought> 1 make you judge your ſelf of the unfitneſs of your 
demand, and I conjure you to tell me truly, if your ſelf could approve the thing 5 
counſel me.. What will youthen do for. me, (cried that afflicted Prince) and what fruit 
can Iexpe& from that affetion, wherewith you would have me flatter my ſelf in my mil- 
fortune ; what proofs.then ſhall thofe he you offer me of it, and in this lateſt extremity, 
what advantage can I draw from your lateſt promiſes? All that you can hope for (re- 
ply'd I) from a Princeſsthat loves you , but from a virtuous Princeſs, and one who like 
our ſelf would prefer Death before any mean unworthy ation, 1 will teſtifie my at- 
{ion to you, by preſerving it to my very grave; I for your ſake will diſobey the King 
my father, if he ſhall command me to' forget you, le dilobey him if he ſhall oblige me 
to a ſecond affeRtion, for in the obedience I ow him, I know no Rules that can compell 
the inclination : but if he ſhould forbid me to marry you, or if he ſhould forbid meto 
ſeeyou, I cannot perſiſt in that Deſign without doingan irreparable injury to my Repu- | 
tation. What injury ſhall you do it(ſaid Agis)by following a Husband of .a quality equal 
to your own, and a Husband whom you lov'd roy the injunction of your friends? 
When I ſhall receive him from them ae J) te follow his fortuge to the utmoſt 
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whole earth together , but to take hum , or go along with him without their conſent , is 
' thatIcannet do without making my ſelf unworthy both of my birth, and of your eſteem, 
and *tisin ſhort, a thing,which it you love me, you ought not to propound. If this Aighr 
offend you , [replied he ] ſuffer me at leaſt to return arm'd into Epirus, to demand the 
accompliſhment of the King your Fathers word , andto labour with my ſword for my ſa- 
tisfaRtion , or for my revenge ; and that in briet I may ſtrive to win you by thoſe arms to 
whoſe ſucceſs you formerly were granted ; perchance by their means, events may come to 
alter reſolutions, and when the Epirots ſhall ſee the deſolation of their Countrey , and 
thatthe King your Father ſhall be reduced to ſuch extreamities, as thoſe I ſaw him in be- 
fore , they both may recede from thoſe proud ingratefullthoughts, which proſperity has 
given them ; 1 for ſuch gallant pretenſions, will arm all the men of courage that Greece 
contains, and at the head of them the Epirots ſhall ſee an invincible Enemy , and an Ene- 
who will requite their breach of faith , with an univerſal ruine and defoleeion. Agis 
made a ſtop when he had ſaid theſe words , and ſeing he waited for my anſwer ; I hate 
Epirus enough | ſaid 1] to behold the miſeries of it without ſorrow , and my want of 
power may have left me too little credit with you to diſſwade your reſolutions ; but I 
am too much obliged to tell you that no ſence of vertue, nor rule of decency , will ſuf- 
fer me to love a man in Arms againſt my Countrey , or to offer any prayers in favour of 
him. Not that 1 will oppoſe your indignation , northat in the Sabin our affairs 
now ſtand, I would ſtill keep a Tirannical power over you, which might hinder you from 
following its incitements; do whatſoever your paſſhon ſhall ſuggeſt ro be moſt fa- 
vourable for us ; but remember that Aacidas , as ungratefull as he is , is yet my 
Father , and that all the Laws of duty forbid his daughter to love his Enemy. The 
Prince loſt patience at this diſcourſe , and —_—— me with eyes as full of anger 
as of love ; What, and you too Madam , ( cried he ) have you alſo forſaken me? Ah | 
this is my utmoſt misfortnae , this is the higheſt point of my afAiction , without which I 
could not have accounted my ſelf miſerable ; but ſince Deidamia holds intelligence with 
her Father to deſtroy me , Deidamia ſhall infallibly be ſatisfied ; no, Madam, I will no 
longer preſerve any reſentment againſt Xacidas , and ſince. in his uſage toward me, he 
follows but your inclinations , 1 will no more accuſe him of ingratitude; let him die , this 
ufortunate Apis , who has not been able to merit your affections, and that he may die 
with the greater innocence , let him die without uſing any reproaches againſt you. 
Theſe, (replied I, being touch'd with thoſe words to the very heart) theſe are the moſt 
cruel, and the moſt bloudy ones you can invent, and if,you really ſuſpe& me of that 
baſeneſs you upbraid me with, you are more ingratefull your ſelf, than thoſe whom you 
complain of. I love you but too well for my repoſe , and too well for my duty , and I 
o you not ſo ſlight a mark of it as you believe , in open reſiſting the pleaſure of my Fa- 
er, and of my King, and in paſſing, for your ſake, the bounds which modeſty,and obe- 
dience preſcribe me. Let it ſuffice you , that you ſhall never ſee another man in the 
place I Go given you , andthar ifthe King my Father will not ſuffer me to be yours, 
you ſhall have this conſolation to know 1 will never be anothers. Content your ſelf 
with this aſſurance, if you can, ſince *t is impoſlible for me to do more, and that I may 
proteſt to you , by all the things that are moſt ſacred , our misfortunes are equal, and 
my grief is not at all inferiourto your own, Ah vain and light conſolation ! (cried the 
Prince quite tranſported) Ah ! falſe hopes, ah deceitfull appearances, how unworthily 
have you betrayed me ! Well, Madam, (purſued he, caſting himſelf at my feet, and waſh- 
ing them with a ſtream of tears) ſince neither the remembrance of your promiſes, nor 
the deplorable condition in which you ſee me, are able to mollifie you, and that you ne- 
glect the conſervation of my life , out of light conſiderations , which ſerve onely fora 
pretence to cover your hard-heartedneſs toward me ; I muſt diſengage you from your 
promiſes, and by my death ſet you ar liberty, to follow the motions of the King your Fa- 
ther. Tledie ,*cis infallibly reſolved, Ile die, but not alone, they that dragge Agisto his 
grave , ſhall perhaps go thither with him, and *c ſhall be by their bloud, and by that of 
many thouſands, hee*l make his funerals renown'd to all eternity. Ar theſe words he 
would have riſen from before me , bur I let my, ſelf fink upon him with ſo much weak- 
neſs, that I fell down on the floor cloſe by him , who as fainting as he was, took me into 
Nnnnan 2 his 


i (oſs, CASSANDRA. Paxt IV, 


his arms , where he ſaw me loſe both my ſenſes and my underſtanding;my maids fetch'q 
me to my ſelf again, by the help they gave me, and then, looking upon Apis , with as 
dying an eye as his ; Leave me Agis (faid 1) leave me , and fince you cannot content 
your ſelf with whatI am able, and with what I do fatistie you , ſuffer me to undergo 
wretched deſtiny with patience. Farewell---- (purſued 1,caſting my arms about his neck 
and drowning his face in a Sea of tears) farewell my deareſt Agis , leave this ingratefuli 
Countrey , which hath nothing left in it worthy of you , and without inquiring what 
effe& your remembrance ſhall work upon me, uſe mine the beſt way you can for your 
own repoſe. With theſe words, not being longer able to bear his preſence , widen 
breaking forth into violences very contrary to modeſty, I embraced him once again for 
the laſt time of all, and turning my eyes away from his face , I retir'd into my cloſſer 
where I ſhut my ſelf up, with a reſolution not to ſee him any more. 4 
Alas! (continued Deidamia m— into tears) that was my laſt ſight of him indeed 
and *t was but too too truly that I bade him acieu for ever; the pangs I felt atthat cruel 
ſeparation , were but too certain preſages of our extremeſt misfortunes ; and that part- 
ing went too near my heart , not to make me judge that it would be eternal. 1 was not 
p—_ at the laſt ations of my poor aMicted Prince , but I heard ſince, that after he 
ad fallen into ſwownings,which brought him almoſt ro his grave , and that he had ut. 
tered words , which clett the hearts of my grieved maids with pity, he went out of m 
Chamber , and reſolving not to ſtay a minute longer in Ambracia , took horſe withall 
his retinue to depart. They who ſaw him paſs through the ſtreets in that condition , and 
who could not forget they were indebted to him for their ſafety , were not able at that 
ſight to forbear lamenting and expreſiing by their cries , how much they diſapprov'd that 
unjuſt uſage of their valiant Deliverer. When he was in the market-place, where he ſaw 
a company of men together , he turn'd toward them with an action which ſufficiently 
ſhewed the trouble of his minde, and looking upon them with a threatning eye , and an 
eye kindled with a juſt 5m on People of Epirus, [ſaid he | remember your in- 
atitude , and when you fee your ſelves again in the dangers from which 1 freed you, 
Fewail at leaſt the loſs of your Defender ; his help ſhall fail you in your time of need, 
nay, and perchance you ſhall ſee thoſe fame arms endeavour your ruine, with the ſame 
ſucceſs they had for your deliverance. Theſe words were followed with a murmur 
amongſt thoſe that approved the juſtice of his complaint , and the valiant Agis had no 
ſooner ſpoken them , but turning his back upon that unthankfull people , he went our 
of the Citie, and rook his journey toward Sparta , by the ſame wayes he had cleared from 
Enemies, and which he ſtill faw full of the marks of his unconquered Valour. 
Which way, my Lord, ſhall I be able to relate the extremity of my afflition? cer- 
eainly it is not in my power , and in what terms ſoever-I ſhould do it, *t would be im- 
flible for you to comprehend it. A body divided from irs ſoul, may have ſome re- 
emblance with the condition I was in at that time, and forrowfull Deidamia was the 
true picture of deſolation. The laſt words, and the laſt ations of that poor Prince, had 
pierced my heart ſo deeply , that I was utterly uncapable of any contimaies , or of 
any other remembrance bur his; my affe&tion ro him was ſo increaſed by thoſe unhappy 
accidents, that it was rifen tothe higheſt degree of paſſion, and if before, I loved him as 
I was oblig'd , THoved him then a thouſand times more dearly than my felf. Alas! with 
how many tears did I lament that fatal ſeparation , and what reproaches did 1 not utter 
againſt my Fathers ingratitude , whenſoeyer he open'd his mouth ro condemne my grief; 
F loſt part of the reſpe& I owed him , to take the liberty to tell him of his injuſtice , an 
as often as he went abour to perfwade me to accommodate my thoughts to his , and to 
receive impreſſions for Caſſander , to whom he deſtin'd me indeed , 1 ſhewed fo lirtle 
compliance to his will , that he gave over all hope of being able ro bend my minde to 1t. 
Let your Majetty be contented , | faidT} with having fwaid my heart once to your de- 
ſires, and with having introduced an affeRion , whoſe birth 1 ſhould have oppoſed , had 
I not feared todiſobey and to diſpleaſe you ; Iknownot how ro hae ſo lightly , and 1 
reſtifie my reſignation to your will ſufficiently, in taking my ſelfaway from him to-whom 
your command had given me , without your forcing my inclinations a ſecond time , for 
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thusto the King my Father , but *t was the leaſt I owed to my poor Apis, and he well de- 
fery'd that for his ſake , I ſhould do ſomething more than modeſty in ſtritneſs would al- 

Wherefore at ſuch times as I wasalone , or onely in the company of thoſe whom 
thuſpeRted not , 1 ſuffered my reſentments to break forth in ſuch a manner , that 1 forgot 
not any word a lawfull paſſion could put into my mouth. In the interim Antipater fenr 
Commuſſioners to my Father , to preſs the propoſition of our marriage , but notwith- 
ſtanding all the Kings attempts , by gentleneſs , and by violence, it was impoſlible for 
tim to ſhake my reſolution , and when he wentto terrefie me with his threats. Let your 
Majeſtie cauſe me to be put to death (faid 1) and I ſhall be cured of a remembrance, more 
cruel than all the pains you can inflict upon me. The King was extremely moved at 
theſewords , and was ſometimes upon the very point of letting looſe his anger ; bur he 
loved me very tenderly , and his knowledge of the unjuſtneb of what he demanded, 
wrought ſomething upon him , and did a little moderate his indignation. Antipater's 
Commiſſioners thinking themſelves mock*d, returned very much diſcontented, after they 
had publickly he ng of their Maſters being ill dealt withal , and having at their 
departure expreſſed rhat he would not be inſenſible of it. 1 was alſo perſecuted by Neop- 
tolemus, who taking his _—_— you the ruine of Agis his pretenſions , and upon my 
averſnels to the marriage of Caſlander, left nothing unatrempted, either with my Father, 
or with my ſelf , to advance his old deſigns ; but the King anſwered him with my obſti- 
nacy , and I with ſuch ſtrange kinde of uſage , that the very on he conceived , made him 
leave the Court with an intention to ſtir up ſome trouble in the Kingdom , and for that 
purpoſe to make uſe of the peoples ill opinion of Xacidas. About that time, the news 
came to us, that my valiant Agis with an Army more powerfull _ the courage, 
than the number of men it conſiſted of , was entred into the Countries that obeyed An- 
tipater , where by the beginning of his exploits , he ſhewed marks both of his Valour 
and of the animofity that guided him. We heard that in many encounters he had gain* 
all manner of advantages , that he had taken many places by ſtorm , and that after ha- 
ring made himſelf maſter of the field , he had laid Hege to Megalopolis , whither Anti- 
pater was marching toward him with an Army much more potent than his , becauſe it 
ms made up not onefy of his own Forces, but of many of his Allies, and where Agisſtaid 
for him , contrary to the advice of all his Commanders , being leſs deſirous of Victory, 
than of death , but moſt firmly reſolved, to ſell his life at the deareſt rate, and to make 
his deſpair remarkable by aQtions which poſterity never ſhould forget. 

This news made me fend forth continual wiſhes in his favour , and all the prayers I 
made unto the Gods were onely for his ſafety ; yet was I tormented with extraordinarie 
fears, and thoſe mortal apprehenſions were the true preſages of my ntiisfortune. Alas ! 
they were but too true indeed , and fince I muſt abridge a relation which has nothing 
now in it , but ſorrowfull and unpleaſing events; in ſpite of all my prayers , and in ſpite 
of all my wiſhes , I heard ſhortly after with all Epirus, that in a bloud el, whoſe iſſue 
had been diſputed by almoſt all the bloud of either ,my beloved, my valiant Apis 
had loſt his life upon thouſands of men whom he had facrificed to his lawfull rage. Al- 
though this report was confuſedly brought us , you may judge nevertheleſs whar effe& it 
wroupht _ my heart, and you imagine by the knowledge this faral ſtorie has giver 
you of my love , that I waslittle leſs dead than he himſelf. Indeed all ſigns of life for. 
ſook me, and complaintsnot being capable to expreſs the ſmalleſt part of my affliion, 
they left that office to faintings and ſwownings', which carried mealmoſt into the very 
bowels of the grave: I had continued many dates in a condition, which made by life to 
be much doubted of , when thar I-might be utterly overwhelm'd , they brought a man 
tome, whom 1 inftantly knew to have delonjeſleg that poor Prince , and to have been 
the moſt beloved of all the ſervants he had, as foon asever ſaw him , though it was in the 
rome of the Queen my Mother , 1 ſent forth «-crie of a deſpairing perſon , and pre- 
ently after fell into a ſ\wown, m the arms of thoſe that were abont me. When with ſeve- 
ral remedies they had ferch*d meto my ſelf again , as I opend my eies I caſt them upon 
that man, and forcing the fighs which Ropp'd'the paſſage of my words; Agis is 'dead, 
(cried I) Agisis dead, Archidamus: Yes, Madam, cirifceret he) the greateſt , and the 
moſt generous of alt-Princes is dead Mmdeed, bur he fhall never die inthe memorie ofman- 
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kinde; at his Death he has raiſed himſelf a Monument, which would render his condition 
worthy to be envied, if he were not dead in your remembrance. In my remembrance 
(replied I quite tranſported) Ah ! Archidamus, Agis ſhall never die in my remem. 
brance, and *tis onely þ the remembrance of him that Deidamia now lives herſelf He 
commanded me (continued Archidamus very ny to bring you the lateſt marks of his 
and if you be ſo pleaſed, I will acquit my felf of the laſt Commititon heever gave me. 
My grief made me unable to reply, and all I could do, ſeeing him pur forth his arm to 

ive mea Letter, was to liftup my hand to receive it, and to imploythe reſt of my 
ittle ſtrength to open it. There were but very few words in it, but they were written 
with his bloud, and that ſight ſtruck ſuch a chilneſs into mine, that I was hardly able tg 
ſpeak or ſtir. Ah ! my dear Agis (cry'd I, kiſling that bloud before I readthe words) 
with what diſmal Characters have you ingraven theſe laſt Expreſſions of your love? 
and why have you been ſo prodigal of this noble bloud, ſo dear to Deidamia, and of 
this noble bloud which ſuſtain'd my life more than your own 2 ſaying thus, I caſt mine 
Eyes once more upon it, but they were ſo drown'd in tears, that of a long time, 1 was 
not able to ſee, and *twas with much ado that in the end I read theſe words, 


Agis to the Princeſs Deidamia. 


TR ingratitude has not had power to make you loſe your Empire over me ; I die Joure 
Deidamia, and it us to aſ[nre you of it, that 1 imploy the remainder of my bloud, and of 


my ſtrength. 


And lle die thine, (criedTI, kiſſing thoſe words again) yes, Ile die thine, my too, too 
faithfull Prince, and Ile confeſs at the extremity of my like I was as unworthy of theſe 
laſt marks of thy affeQtion, as thou wert worthy of a more fortunate deſtiny. Thele 
words were follow'd with a ſea of tears, whoſe flowing whole hours could not aſſwage, 
andif I had not been with-held by thoſe that were about me, I ſhould without doube 
have made theſe of mine to a& ſome violence againſt my life. After having been a good 
part of the day in this condition, I defir'd to know the 


yon_ of his death, and 
though I was certain that relation would ſurcharge my griet, the reſolution I had taken to 
bury my ſelf abſolutely init, made me ſeek that new occaſion to afflict my ſelf; and 
therefore —— Archidamus. Tell me I pray you, (faid I, with a voiceinter- 


rupted by my ſighs)tell me Archidamus,in what manner your valiant Prince loſt his life ; 
but do not ſpare my ſorrow, nor conceal the moſt deplorable accidents of it from her, 
whoſe deſpair is uncapable of receiving any addition. Archidamus with much adore- 
fraining tears, ſatisfied the requeſt I made him on this manner. 

In the condition I now ſee you, Madam, I will not mak you a long recitall of the life 
my Maſter lead, after your ſeparation, and ſince *tis onely an account of his death that 
you demand I ſhalldeliver it to you in a very few words. I will not repeat what his de- 
ſpair made him ſay during our Voyage ; the knowledge you have of his paſſion, may 
make you eaſily judge, he utter'd whatſoever a violent affe&tion, and a juſt ſenſe of his 
misfortune could pur into his mouth. He would never hearken to one word of comfort, 
Aad having nothing in his minde but the ruine of Caffander, he nevertalk'd to us of 
any thing, butthe revenge he intended to prepare againſt him. When. we were come to 
Sparta, hardly would he tarry there three days, either to take a little reſt, or to put thoſe 
forces he found therein a readineſs to march. He would not ſtay for any Recruits, 
his impatience was fo great, that it made him run headlong upon an Enterpriſe, under 
which being ſo weak in men as he was, he in all probability was like to ſink. Yet didhe 
march with as much boldneſs asif he had been Hllowed by a million of men, and being 
entred into the Territories that obey'd Antipater, he left moſt bloudy marks there of his 
lawfull fury ; the Forces that defended the Frontier were all cut in pieces, and whatſoever 
oppoſed his paſſage met the ſelf ſame deſtiny. 1 will not trquble you with the particula- 
rities of that War at length, but onely tell you, that after having defeated whatſoever 
camein our way, ta'n divers places. by aſſault, and made ſych progreſs in a few days, as 
might have demanded whole years to equal it, we ſaw our ſelves forced to hee Mega- 
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lopolis, which was an obſtacle to our paſſage. *Twas not the intention of qur valiant 
King,to fix us upon Sieges, but his Deſign was to-mareh directly to Cafſander, and make 
hin ay do 7a lus precenſions to you, together with his life ; being ingag'd before thax 
place, we heard that Antipater and his Son, were coming towards us with Colours flying, 
and an Army balt as ſtrong again as ours. This intelligence could nat terrific the King, 
but contrary to the advice of his Commanders, who counkll'd lym either to retire, or 
ntrench himſelf, he raiſed his Siege, and went to meer the Enemy with a reſolution. tg 
yehim battel. Why ſhould | hold you longer 2 The two Arnues fac'd one angther, 
and having ſhew'd an equal defire to tight, the chief Officers drew them upaccord- 
ng to their wonted order , and according to the ſituation of the places, and the 
numbers of their men, which done, they preſently began the Battel. There was a greaT 
deal of bloud ſhed on both fides very quickly, and our Prince incourag'd us by ſo admi- 
rable an Example of Valour, that we ſhould certainly have conquer'd with him, if he 
had not rather ſought for Death than Victory ; but he abandon'd all care of his men 
to think of his particular fatisfaction, and ſeeking Caſſander in the thickelt of his 
drons, he brake through all of them to get to him, and charging him in the midſt of 
a thouſand Swords and Javelins, he lay'd him on the ground together with his Horſe ; 
immediately after he diſmounted Antipater, and if his fury had not been ſtopt by a va- 
liant ſtranger, whoſe Forces was little different from his, withaug queſtion he would 
have perfected his —_ He did not all theſe prodigious Actions without receiving 
a great number of wounds, and in the end he was fo weaken'd by them, that be no 
longer was able to fit upon his Horſe, but had fallen off among the Dead, it we bad not 
broke in to him, and reſcu'd him from among a mukitude of Swords which he deſpiſed, 
andinto the midſt of which, he with the fiercencſs. of a Lian had precipitated himfelt. 
Having drawn him out of the _—_ whither he would or no,l put him into aLigter,and 
carry'd him a little out of the heat of the fight, bur his Litter was preſently full of bloud, 
which ran down from an infinite number of wounds, and my magnanimous Prince, 
knowing he was near his end, would not ſuffer meto ſtir from him any more, bur draw- 
ng ”aper from ſome place about him, where I believe he carried it for that purpoſe, he 
= out the head of a Javelin that ſtuck in his body, and with the bloudy point of ir, 
with great difficulty writ thoſe words whereof I have been the farsl Rearer. As ſoon 
+he had done; Archidamus (ſaid he, giving themto me) carry theſe laſt Aſſurances of 
my Aﬀe&tion to Deidamia, and make her the Relation of my Death. Scarce had he im- 
poſed that Command upon me, when we faw our Forces retire, defeated more by the 
abſence of their General, than by the courage of our Enemies, who mingled pell-mell 
amongſt them, were eager in the proſecution of their Victory. Our valiant King who 
would not die without reſiſtance, nor fall alive into his Enemies power, with the re- 
mainder of his ſtrength got out of the Litter, and -with his Sword in his hand, went ta 
meet Death with a miraculous boldneſs. In that concluſion of his life, Madam, he did 
things which Poſterity never will believe, and though even at firit he was not able co ſtir 
out of his place, and that within awhile after he fought but upon his knees, I may pro- 
teſt to you with eruth, that his very preſence alone ſtopt whole Squadrons, as it had 
routed them in the beginning of the Kattel, and that the moſt daring of them, : aſſaulted 
him onely with Darts and Arrows, which the valiant Prince tore out of his body with an 
invincible courage, -and threw them: back at thoſe by whom he had been wounded. 
*Twas in this manner of Combat that he ſpent the remnant of his ſtrength ; which be- 
ing no longer able to keep him up, he ler himſelf ſink gently upon his ſhield, over which 
he lean'd yielding up the ghoſt, rather like a man that was weary, or falling into 3 ſleep, 
to one that was a dying, 3 | 
I ſcarcely heard the laſt words of Archidamus, for I fell into ſo deep a fwqown at the 
end of his Recital, chat all che company believ'd, 1 had breath'd aut my ſoul, to follow 
Apis. All Remedies ſeem'd helplels for my Recovery, and notwithſtanding all thecare 
they could take to ferch me again to my ſenſes, I continued allthe reſt ot the day with ſo 
little ſign of life, chat many perſons fear'd I had really loſtit ; the King my farher aw me 
n that condition, and the affection he bore me made him in that Encounter finge geca- 
lion enough to repent of his ingratitude ; he already felt a remorſe for it that tormented 


him 
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him, nor could heremember what he owed tothe memory of Agis, without beingtrou. 
bled in his conſcience ; the Queen my mother, as much as ſhe reſpected him, could nor 
forbear to reproch him wich it, and all the honeſteſt people in Epirus, had taken ſuch an 
averſion againſt him, ſince the uſage he had given their brave Deliverer, that the leaſt 
occaſion in the world, would have ſtirr'd them upto a Revolt. It wasa good while with. 
in night, when I came to my ſelf again, and I no ſooner open'd my Eyes, but my mouth 
alſo was open to pour forth ſuch Lamentations, as were due from meto lo dear, fo pre. 
cious a memory. I ask'd for Apis his Letter, and as ſoon as it was given me, I fix'd 
Lips upon thoſe Reliques of his Bloud with Tranſports that came from nothing but De. 
ſpair, and ſaid words that were not to be excuſed, but by ſuch a loſs as that [ had fuffer'd. 
*T would be impoſſible, my Lord Demetrius, to repreſent the exceſs of my affliction, yer 
ſhould I be too blame to talk to you any longer ot the greatneſs of my ſorrow, ſince it 
was not ſtrong enough to carry meto my Grave. It istrue,[ died not, whither it were 
reaſon ofthe care was taken to keep me trom it,or by the anger of the Gods,who woul 
not let!me expiate ſo great a fault, with the pain of ſo ſhort continuance; no, I died 
not, bur the life I have lead fince then, has differ'd from death in nothing elſe, but the 
ſenſibility it has left me of the miſeries | have undergone. When the Queens tears, and 
the Kings importunities, had obtain'd a promiſe from me that 1 would not make my ſelf 
away, I ſhut my ſelf up in a Chamber hung with black, where all the obje&s were mourn- 
full, and ſuitable to the condition of my minde, and where 1 _— receiv'd the viſits of 
the King, and Queen ; the fight of all other perſons was troubleſom to me, and I may 
proteſt ro you with truth, that during the ſpace of a whole year, 1 ſcarce ſaw day-light 
twice ; and whenthe King perſwaded me, or got the Queen to do fo, that Iouphtto 
change my manner of life, and diſpoſe my ſelf to take a Husband, I broke into ſuch vio. 
lenceat that Propoſal, that the King, fearing that perſecution would drive me tomy 
Grave, was conſtrain'd to give it over ; and to loſe both the hope of winning metoir, 
and thedeſign of tormenting me any further. Let the King content himſelf, on [1 
with having by my obedience to him, made me the moſt unfortunate Princels inthe 
world; I facrificed ye Liberty to his tirſt commands, and to his laſt I ſacririced my poor 
Agis, and with him all that had power to make me love my life; for all they were ſoun- 
juſt, for all they were ſo cruel tome, I blindly obſerv'd them, and if I had been leſs obe. 
dient, I ſhould have been leſs guiltie, and leſs ingratefull. Ah ! my deareſt Agis, [con- 
tinued [ with a torrent of tears wherewith my words were uſually attended] thou whoſe 
image never parts from my rememberance, ſhould I be able to givethee a ſucceſſourin 
this heart which was ſo lawfully thine own, and ſhould I be as capable of this baſeneſs, 
asT have been of this ingratitude thouupbraid*ſt me with ? I will not juſtifie my ſelf of 
it before thee, and though through the conſiderations of my duty, it might finde ſome 
Excuſes, it has produc'd too diſmal effects ro*ſcape the cenſure of being criminal, I 
will never be but thine, Dear Prince, and if my Tears are light'Reparations for the fault 
I have committed, I will accompany them with that ardent affetion, and that inviolable 
fidelity which I will keep to theetill my lateſt breath. Theſe were my ordinary diſcourles, 
but while Iliv'd on this manner, the Queen my mother, contrary to the hope of all 
Epirus, of the King, andeven alſo of her ſelf, became with childe. This news was no 
ſooner publiſh'd, -but the Epirotes made Bon-fires, and in the expectation of having a 
ſucceſſour of the bloud of Achilles, which yet that Monarchy had never fail'd of, they 
made their joy appear by all ſorts of expreſſions ; but” they gave themſelves over to it a 
reat deal more, when within a few moneths after, according totheir wiſh, they ſaw her 
fifely deliver'd of a Son, in whoſe Perſon they found that Prince they had ſo much de- 
ſir d. The King and the whole Court was tranſported with joy, and I my ſelf was fain 
roleave my ſolitary Retirement to bear a part in that ſo general gladneſs. The Gods are 
my Witneſſes, I was ſo far from being troubled for loſing the hope of a Crown, that 1 
receiv*d a great deal of conſolation by ir, as well by reaſon of the condition I was 1n, 
which render'd me incapable of any other deſire fave that of Death, as of the belief 1 
had,thatT ſhould be freer in my deſign of conſerving my ſelf intirely for the thoughts of 
Agis, and that being no more tormented to provide Kacidas a ſucceſſour, ro whom the 


Godshad given one, I ſhould paſs the reſt of my miſerable life at quice. That _ 
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being come into the World, brought with him, by the report of all thofe that underſtand 
Minfognomy , All the tokens of an extraordinary greatneſs. He was called Pyrrhvs af- 
ter the name of his illuſtrious predeceſſor , and the tamous Oracle of Dodona, which is 
in our Countrey , having been conſulted ar his birth ; ſpoke prodigions things to his ad- 
vantage , and promiſed to thoſe Aacidas had ſent , that that Prince ſhould bethe grear- 
eſt man that had been ſeen of many ages, that his valour ſhould not be paralell'd in the 
whole World , and that if he were bur as fortunate as Alexander , he ſhould obſcure the 
fame of all his gallant ation. Theſe promiſes of the Gods, raiſed Xacidas to mervellous 
hopes, and they began to breed up young Pyrrhus, with ſo great care , as ſhowed the in- 
tereſt of the whole Kingdom in him. 

Epirus lived a year in joy, andin tranquility enough ; but the ingratitude of Kacidas 
had too highly incenſed the Gods, to expect any long continuance of proſperity , nor 
could their juſtice chooſe , but break forth in the end upon his miſerable family. The 
firſt blow of fortune he received , was the death of the Queen my mother , whom a 
violent feaver took away from us in a very few dayes , and whoſe vertue left a moſt ho- 
noured memory among the Epirots. Aacidas was as ſenſible of that loſs , as was poſ- 
ſible for him to be ; the whole Court put on mourning with him for ſo good a Princeſs ; 
and notwithſtanding I was wepolſeled with ſo violent a grief , as ſeemed to have made 
me incapable of ſorrow for any other loſs , this cauſe found room till in my heart for a 
new aftiction , and I was as deeply touched with it as it was fit for me to be : The tears I 
ſhed for my mother , mingled themſelves with thoſe which yer fell =_ from mine eyes, 
forthe remembrance of my poor Agis ; but the King had ſcarcely dried up his, when he 
received new matter of grief, and ſaw his utmoſt lofles through the anger of the Gods, 
whom the violation of his faith had made his Enemies. Pardon me Aacidas if I cannot 
forbear to reproach thy memory , and believe however that the remembrance of m 
misfortunes never hindred me from loving thee, and lamenting thee as I am obliged. 
Neoptolemus defeated of all his pretenſions to the Crown , firſt by my refuſal to mar 
him , and afterward by the birth of Pyrrhus, had chang'd his wayes, though he had ſtill 
the ſame deſign , and making uſe of the contempt which the greateſt part ot the Epirots 
had of their King , he turned his thoughts to uſurp that Crown , which he no longer 
lawfully could hope for. With that intent he was retired to the Moloſſes, whom he found 
exceeding ready to revolt, and being inform'd of Antipaters diſcontent, and of his 
hatred to Aacidas, he had made him acquainted with his purpoſe, and the means he 
had to revenge him. Antipater,who conceived himſelf ill dealt withall , and mocked by 
Eacidas , lent an ear to Neoptolemus his ſollicitations, and joyfully offered to give him 
his aſliſtance. Yet durſt he neither bring, nor ſend him any Macedonian forces*, know- 
ing he ſhould not be avow'd by Alexander , who conſidered our family, by reaſon of the 
near Alliance that was between us; but he furniſhed him with mercenary ftrangers,whom 
he levy'd upon the Frontiers, and ſupplied him under-hand with great ſums of money, 
to ſupport the charges of his s nn Negligent &acidas flighted the firſt notice that 
was given him of this commotion , but when he went to try ſome remedy , the mil. 
fortune was gone o far, that all his endeavours were unprofitable to hinder it. Neopto- 
lemus did not onely raiſe the Molofles , but ſow'd rebellion through all parts of Epirus, 
and made a party even in Ambracia it ſelf, which quickly became ſtronger than the Kings. 
I never could comprehend which way Neoptolemus met with ſo much facility in his 4 
lign, forthough I know the Epirots are the moſt inconſtant, and the moſt wicked 
people of all Europe , I cannot imagine what advantage they could find , in baſely for- 
faking their natural King, tocaſt themſelves into the hands of an uſurper. *Tis certain 
that in any other Countrey, Neoptolemus could not fo eaſily have effeted his deſign, 
but how faithleſs ſoever oursis, I could never attribute the ruine of our family , to any 
thing but a manifeſt judgement of Heaven upon it. Perfidious Neoptolemus declared 
himlelf as ſoon as he was ſtrong enough , and coming before our Towns with a mighty 
Army , h& in a ſhort ſpace brought them under his obedience, without ſtriking a blow. 
Fits forces encreaſed daily , and when he was maſter of allthe Countrey , he marched di- 
rectly to Ambracia, where he knew he was waited for by the greater part of the inhabt- 
tants. Aacidas r:1en made ſome attempts to remedy his laſt misfortunes , but he found 
O 00000 the 
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the courage of the Epirots ſo cold , that aſter having unſuccesfully try'd to make them 
take Arms for his defence, he began to looſe both heart, and hope to hu Then it was 
that he vainly called for Agjs his afliſtance , and that he bewail'd his ingratitude with 
rears of bloud ; he in his own deſtruction ſaw the truth of that poor Prince's pred:ions 
and after his unworthy uſage of him , had not the confidence to demand relief from his 
Allies. For mine own part, I can aſſure you there were but two reafons that augmented 
my affliction in this misfortune ; 1 was troubled for my Fathers diſaſters, though he had 
drawn them on his own head , and 1 was afraid of falling into the hands of Neoprole. 
mus,whom 1 mortally hated. Yet did | refign my felt to the will of the Gods, and being 
as it were dead to all manner of contentment in the World , *ris certain I wasleſstouch'd 
with our diſaſters than I ſhould have been in another ſeaſon. My Father ſeeing himſelf 
reduced , by the fickleneſs of his ſubjects, to one onely Town, reſolved to delend it, and 
there to expect ſuccour from ſome of his neighbours, or to lay his bones in the ruins of it. 
but when Neoptolemus was come within two dayes march of us, thoſe that took part 
with him in Ambracia being the ſtronger, and knowing that they were ſo, declared them. 
ſelves publickly , and taking Arms began to march up and down the ſtreets, crying, long 
live King Neoptolemus. In this utmoſt extreamity the King ſummon'd up all T re. 
mainder of his courage , anddid all he poflibly could to animare thoſe to his defence, in 
whom he believed there yet was any fidelity, but their number was ſo ſmall , that he was 
able tro do nothing with them , and ſaw himſelf compell'd to yield unto his deſtiny , and 
to follow the counſel of thoſe few triends he ſtill had left. They all perſwaded him to get 
out of the Citie with his family before Neoptolemus his arrival, and take refuge to ſome 
one of his neighbours , where his perſon and family might be ſecur'd from the proſecu- 
tions of his Enemy , who would do all that poſlible he could to deſtroy him , and that 
after he had put himſelf in ſome friendly ſan&tuary , he _ g0 and ask relief from his 
Nephew Alexander the Great , who in conſideration of their nearneſs of bloud , and of 
the injuſtice that had been done him , would without doubt give him his afliſtance, and 
eſtabli{h him in his Throne again. The ſad King hewhns to this propoſition , and 


and taking Gold, and Jewels with him , he cauſed certain Chariots to be made =m 


and being guarded by a ſmall number of truſty friends, he in the night got out of 

Palace, by a Gate, which had free paſſage into the field , withour going through any part 
of the Citie. Our eſcape was not ſo ſecret , but that the Epirots might have prevented 
it, if they had defired our ruin , but thoſe that were leſs exaſperated againſt Eacidas, 
withheld the reſt , telling them they might be ſatisfied with depriving him of his King- 
dom, and not hinder him trom ſaving his life if he could poſſibly. Our company con- 
ſiſted of the King my Father , young Pyrrhus my brother, who was then but two years 
old , my ſelf, a tew maids, Theogenes, Androchdes, Angelus, Hyppias, Meander, An- 
droclion , and fome others, whoſe names were not ſo known in Epirus, and who would 
not abandon us in our difaſters. Sorrowfull Aacidas quitted not his Town and King- 
dom without tears, and deteſting the infidelity of his people,uttered imprecations againſt 
them, and complaints for his misfortunes , ableto have touch'tl his very Enemies with | 
pitie. The Sun was hardly riſen when our ſmall crain was increaſed by a few men , who 
coming up to us, gave us notice that we were purſued , and that we muſt haſten our flight 
with greater diligence,if we intended to ſave our ſelves. Aacidas grew pale at this 1- 
telligence , and not _ able to forſake me, nor to fly himſelf with greater ſpeed , he 
was extream deſirous to fave little m—_ whom he believed to be the principal aim of 
his Enemies purſuit ; and therefore having taken him in his arms, and kiſſed him a great 
many times, bathing his face in tears, he put him into the hands of Androclion,Hyppras, 
and Meander , who were mounted upon fleet horſes, commanding them to carry him to 
Glaucus King of the Illyrians, his ancient friend, and to whom he would entruſt that 
which was moſt precious to him in all the World. Theſe three faithfull ſervants took 
charge of my little brother , and promiſed the King that to their lateſt breath, they would 
with fidelity acquit themſelves of the committion he gave them. When we had ſeen them 
depart,we proſecuted our journey , but left the high-wayes , and under the condu& of 
truſty guides , travelled through the moſt unknown places toward Byzantium , where 


the King determin'd to paſſe over into Aſia, and go to Alexander. Iwill not entertain 
you 
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Sir, with the frivolous particulars of our voyage , it pleaſed the Gods we were not 
overtaken by our Enemies, and that after a tedious wandring , wein the end arrived at 
Byzantium. There we remained unknown , the King reſolving to ſtay for Meander, 
who, by the order he had received, wasto bring himan accountthither, of the child that 
had been truſted to him. Meander came, and eaſed the King of part of his diſcontents, by 

iving a relation of the ſucceſs of his voyage. Hetold him , King Glaucus had taken the 
child into his prote&tion , how he had given charge he ſhould be bred up with as much 
care, and as much affection as his own ; how he had publickly fworn he would afliſt him 
with all his forces toward the recovery of his kingdom ,; and how he complained, that the 

king himſelf had taken ſanctuary any where elſe but with him. Aacidas was joy'd at this 
recital, but he was come to the concluſion of his miſeries; and as the Gods would have it, 
toorewhelme the unfortunate Deidamia , he fell ill che next day after , and felt himſelf ſo 
weaken'd with his griefes; that he had not ſtrength enough to reſiſt his ſickneſs, upon 

the ſixth day he dyed , and I remained inthe moſt fad, and lamentable condition that e- 

ver Princeſs was reduc'd to. I make you judge of it,my Lord,without going about to make 
a deſcription of it, and you may eaſily _—_— in what perplexities a maide mighr be, 
who, 7 6 having loſt what was deareſt to her in all the world, ſaw herſelf deprived of her 
parents, diſpoyled of all ſhe had, withour refuge,and without ſupport,under the condu& 
of a few helpleſs men. Certainly *tis very hard to fancy a more miſerable eſtate than mine, 
and all the tears in the world were not ſufficient to deplore a part of my diſaſters. Iwill, 
not tell you what torrents I powred forth, but content my ſelf with letting you know,that 
after the king my fathers oblequies, when once the condition we were in would ſuffer us, 
we conſulted the Oracle of Mars , who by the mouth of his Prieſt gave us order to pro- 
ceed according to our former reſolution, and promiſed methat upon the banks of Eu- 
phrates 1 ſhould find repoſe , and an end of my misfortunes. I received little conſola- 
tion by that promiſe the Gods had given me, knowing I could not hope for the perform- 
ance of it any other way than by the end of my life ; yet was I determined to obey their 
commands , and by the advice of Theogenes , to whoſe conduct I had reſign'd my ſelf, 
wecontinued on our journey toward Alexander , who was then at Suſa ; believing that 
the Queens would afford me a ſafe retreat , and an honourable ſan&tuary. The Gods 
can tell , *r was not any defire to ſave my life ; nor to return to the quality whence I was 
fall'n, that made me undertake ſo painfull a voyage, but onely the tear of falling into 
Neoptolemus his hands, and my willingneſs to comply with the defires of thoſe faithfull 
_ , Who had abandoned all they had to ſerve me, and who expreſs'd fo ruU an af- 

etion to the miſerable Relicks of our Family ; *tis under their proteion that I have 
travelled through ſo many Countreys ; but a leng and dangerous ſickneſs I had art Suſa, 
whence the King was gone, e're we arrived, hindred the effeing of our reſolutions, and 
before I wasableto leave my bed,we heard the fatal news of the much lamented death,of 
the greateſt man that ever came into the World. By this laſt misfortune,I was perſwaded 
that the Gods aim'd abſolutely at my deſtruRion , ſincethey overwhelm'd me daily with 
new afflictions , and ſtopp'd up all the paſſages to that ſafety , and that repoſe I wiſh'd 
for ; whereupon I would have given my ſelf over to deſpair, if Theogenes, and his fairh- 
full companions had not kept me from it , and being deſirous in the extreamity to which 
+ Iwas reduced , to have me try all manner of wayes , they were of opinion 1 might ob- 
tain the ſame relief, and the ſame proteRion from Alexanders ſucceſſours, and from his 
Family, which I before had hoped for from himſeif; This was the reaſon, Sir, that brought 
usto this place , where the ill chance of this war you are all ingaged in , began to make 
me looſe the hopes which your goodneſs has reviv'd , and which I now will cheriſh, 
ſince I have had the happineſs in my firſt encounter , to light upon ſo generous a man 
& Prince Demetrius. 

Thus did the fair Princeſs Deidamia finiſh her Narration , wherein Demetrius was ſo 
concern'd , that his tears for a great while kept company with thoſe ſhe ſhed at the end 
of her diſcourſe ; but when her filence invited him to ſpeak , looking upon her with eyes 
which reſtified a ſenſibility in him , that went ſomething beyond compaſſion : Madam, 
(laid he) the cauſes of your affiction are ſo great,that they cannot juſtly be diſapprov'd; 
but in the loſs you have ſuſtain'd by the death of that Valiant King of the Lacedemo- 
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nians,the deſtiny of this unfortunate man that ſpeaks to you, has no ſmall conformity with 
yours.l weep as you do, for a perſon who is no longer in the world,and though my paſli. 
on were neither {o long ſertled,nor upon ſo reaſonable grounds as yours,it has fortified ir 
ſelf by circumſtances, which have ſome thing in them more ſtrange, and moreunuſual. 
Ile weep with you whenſoever you pleaſe to let me bear you company in that fad im, 
ployment, wi in this Encounter of our Fates, perhaps we may finde ſome conſolation : 
In the mean time give me leave to wait upon you to the Retreat you have demanded, 
and bring you to a great _ Princeſſes, who know how to pay what's due unto your 
Birth, and Perſon. You ſhall not fail of the protection you hoped to receive trom 
Alexander, no nor of Revenge forthe wrongs that have been done you, for here are 
many Princes who will imbrace your intereſts with more affection than their own ; and 
our War ſhall be no ſooner ended, but you ſhall finde us ready to begin it again for your 
uarrel. Demetrius, whoſe ſad remembrances were a little moderated by the ſight of 
that admirable Princeſs, pronounc'd theſe words with ſuch a grace, and his handorak 
did ſo powerfully ſecond his perſwaſions, that the Princeſs, and all her followers, charm'd 
with the marvellous advantages of his Perſon and Language, could not reſiſt his defires 
but anſwered his offers with the like civilities, Demetrius, after ſome words of an obli. 
ging diſcourſe, intreated her to get up into her Chariot, and having placed himſelf by 
her, Theogenes and her Maids came in after them, and the reſt following the Chariot on 
horſe-back, they went to Polemon's houſe, being _ thither by Demetrius. When 
they were at the Gate, he alighted firſt, and being deſirous to prepare thoſe Perſons that 
were within to receive Deidamia according to her quality, he pray'd her to expect his 
Return but a few moments, and in theinterim ran to advertiſe Apamia, Arſinoe, and 
the other Ladies that were with them, of her Arrivall, and having in a few words told 
them her name, her quality, and ſomething of her latt Adventures, they all went down 
to meet, and to receive her with all manner of reſpect, and civility. This interview 
cauſed a mutual admiration in them;$& asDeidamia found ſomething that was very char- 
ming in the faces of thoſe Princeſſes, they on the other {ide believ'd they had never yer 
ſeen any thing that excell'd hers. Their converſation was in very ſubmiſlive terms, and 
when the Ladies had confirm'd thoſe promiſes to Deidamia, which Demetrius had made 
her, they entred together into the houſe, where they oblig'd her to take a Lodging with 


them. 
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Emetrius having left Deidamia with the Ladies, went to his Father, and 
Fa) then with him to Oroondates his Tent, whither all the Princes flock'd, to 
F take their ſhare in his joy, and to inform themſelves of thoſe marvellous 
Gee Events that were come to paſs there, Indeed, the face of all things was 
, ® wonderfully chang'd ; for hatred, rage, and jealoufie, which had fo abſo- 
lutely reign'd there ſome few hours before, had now yielded their place to gentler, and 
vite contrary paſſions. Oroondates was even loſt in the tranſports of his joy, both for 
the life of his dear Brother, for whom he had ſhed ſo many tears, and for the innocency 
of his before ſuſpe&ted Princeſs ; he teſtified thoſe ſweet Raprures by ſuch moaning 
words, and that pleaGng trouble of his minde, broke forth ſo extremely in all his Actt- 
ons, that ſo ſudden a change had made him hardly to be known by his moſt particular 
friends. With how great Repentance did he refle&t upon all the Complaints he had 
made of Caſſandra's infidelity , and with what Remorſe did he recall into his me- 
, thoſe cruell deſigns he had fram'd againſt. the life of his moſt lov'd Arſaces ? 
which way, dear Brother ( cried- he before all the company) which way dear Prin- 
ceſs, ſhall 1 be able to _ what I have faid, and what have I attempted againſt 
you ? and what bloud do 1 not ow to the expiation of thoſe bloudy injuries, and 
of thoſe cruell intentions > Thou puile 7 mouth, which haſt ſo often blaſphem'd my ado- 
red Princeſs, and thou facrilegious hand, which haſt ſo inhumanely ſhed the noble bloud 
of my moſt worthy Brother, what will you ſay 2 what will you do, to give ſatisfaction 
for your crimes ? That admirable virtue I ſo much wrong'd by my unjuſt ſuſpicions, and 
choſ: deep wounds which my ingratefull Sword hath made in the body of a Brother, to 
whom I ſtood indebted for all my happineſs, do they not cry aloud for vengeance againſt 
me? Ah! no (ſaid heagain, aftera little pauſe) fear nothing for innocent faults ; thoſe 
between my Brother and me are mutual ; if I have drawn part of his bloud, he hath 
pour'd forth almoſt all mine, and ſince Artaxerxes is reviv'd, and that Statira is not in- 
conſtant, we ought to caſt away all fatal Remembrances, and baniſh all matters of af. 
fiction. Artaxerxes will pardon the fury that tranſported me, if he conſider the violence 
of that paſtion, whoſe beginnings he favour'd with ſo much goodneſs; and my Queen 
will without doubt be ſo indulgent, as to excuſe a jealoufie grounded upon ſuch ſtrong 
probabilities, and a jealouſie which has been violent enough to precipitate ine into de- 
ſpair, but not to leſſen my affe&tion. If Oroondates his words were theſe, Arfaces his 
thoughts were the very fame, but he could not expreſs them with histongue, becauſe 
Oroondates his intreaty, and Berenices abſolute command, made him obſerve the ſilence 
that was injoyn'd him. Yet did he by a beſeeching geſture, and by looks which ſpoke 
ſufficiently for him, beg pardon of Berenice for the injuries he had done her, and that 
fair Princeſs, who at her Brothers defire was ſet down by his beds-head, ſhew'd plainly 
enough by hers, that he had obtain'd the pardon he demanded, and that her former at- 
teftion was augmented by thoſe offences whereof he accuſed himſelf. This aſſurance 
cauſed motions in joy'd Arſaces, which raifed him above himſelf, and which made him 
O00000 3 CON» 


110 CASSANDRA. PartTIV. 


conſider that ſudden revolution of fortune, with an inconcevable extaſie. While he 
contented himſelf with expreſſing it in that mute language, his Recovery was inde. 
vour'd with an exceeding great care, and Prince Lyſimachus, who next Oroondates was 
more concern'd in it than all the reſt, imploy'd ſo many to ſeek that ſovereign herh 
which had lately been ſo favourable to him, that after a great deal of difficulry , ſome 
few Roots of it were found upon the neighbouring mountain. T hey were no ſooner ap. 
ply'd, but they wrought their uſual effe&t, and gave the Chirurgians certain hope of | 
ſpeedy cure. The next day he was viſibly amended, but _ the Phyſicians allow'd 
him to diſcourſe a little with his friends, they would not ſuffer him to ingage himſelf in 
the long narration which was defir'd of him, and onely ordain'd that he ſhould defer ir 
till the bs following. Oroondates,who knew not Arfaces his intentions, and who he. 
liev'd that perhaps he might be unwilling to make himſelf known to ſo many perſons 
who had been Enemies to his Father, who had labour'd for the deſtruction of his Fami. 
ly, and who had made themſelves great, but by thoſe Territories which ought to haye 
been his, took ſuch a courſe by the means of Lyſimachus and Araxes, that his true name 
was not publiſhed ſo ſoon, and he —_ diſcover'd it to Thaleſtris, Ptolomeus, and 
ſome of thoſe in whom he had a more eſpecial confidence. Arſaces pray*d Oroondates 
to make him the Relation of that part of his Adventures which was unknown tohim, 
and the Prince gave him an exa& account of them, which cauſed him often to fall into 
ſuch admirations, and praiſes of his virtue, as the Princes modeſty could not ſuffer, part 
of the day was beſtow'd in this Recital, and the remainder paſſed in a delightfull conver. 
fation, wherein the Princeſs Deidamia, who with the other Ladies was come to viſit the 
Princes, appear'd like a fair ſtar, and made ſome of the company doubt whether Bere. 
nice had any advantage over her. Thart-lovely Princeſs had already given her a large 
place in her affe&tion, Thaleſtris had not been ſparing to her of hers, and all the Princes 
charm'd with her beauty, and with her admirable qualities, and touch'd with the fad 
Events of her Fortune, and with the Ruine of her Houſe, had with much joy, and civi- 
lity promiſed her that prote&tion, and aſſiſtance ſhe demanded of them. Demetrius in- 
tereſſed himſelf more in that buſineſs than all the reſt, and his Father began alreadyto 
obſerve that he beheld that Princeſs, with Eyes leſs drown'd in tears than ordinary, and 
that he was not altogether ſo much fixt upon the ſorrowfull remembrance of his Her 
mione. This was the laſt day of the Truce, which oblig'd the Princes to ſpend the rem- 
nant of it carefully in putting the Army in order, either to aſſault, if they ſaw occaſion, 
or to defend it ſelf, if it ſhould be aſſaulted. Thoſe great Souldiers were too skilfull in 
their Trade to be ignorant of any thing that could ſerve for their advantage; but after 
having viſited the Camp, they thought themſelves not in a condition to attempt any 
thing tor ſome days, andthe knowledge = had that their Enemies were altogether as 
unfit for ation, made them onely prepare tor their defence, or to avoid thoſe ſurpriſes, 
whereof too great a negligence might afford an opportunity ; and in the mean time 
they were extremely diligent in haſtening the cure of their hurt men, and in cauſing 
thoſe that were well, to work at their Trenches, The next day Arſaces was ſo much bet- 
ter, that he himſelf could hardly believe the ſudden return of ſtrength he felt ; and 
Oroondates,as ſoon as he was awake, having ask'd him how he did ; 1am fo well (ſaid 
he) Brother, that I finde my ſelf able to fatisfie the defire you have tolearn my Adven- 
tures ; you have more intereſt in the recital of them than any body in the world, and 
our two lives are ſo chain'd to one another, that *cis almoſt impoſlible to ſeparate them. 
I loſt one half of mine (reply'd Oroondates) when I thought I hadloſt you, and the 
other ſubſiſted onely by the love I bore my Princeſs. 1 ow'd that part of Oroondates 
to her, and but for that, I ſhould have ſacrificed it all to my ſorrow tor the death of Ar- 
taxerxes ; but O Gods ! isit poſſible you ſhould have liv'd ever ſince, without giving 
this afli&ted Brother any knowledge that you were alive? Theſe words drew ſome 
ſighs from Arſaces, and when he was going to anſwer him, they ſaw the fair Thaleſtris 
come into the Chamber, and with her Prince Lyſimachus, Oxyartes, and Artabaſus. 
As ſoon as they had bidden the two Princes good morrow, and that they with joy had 
heard fromthem the eſtate of their health. Oroondates turning towards Arſaces. Bro- 
ther (ſaid he) theſe peſons are not to be ſuſpected, , in the relation I have demanded of 
you, 
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ou , and I believe 't is partly that defire that has brought them hither. 1f I am ſiſpeRed 
(added Lyſimachus) I ſhall not take it ill , if you think fit I ſhould retire, and leave you 
in a more abſolute liberty. No, Lyſimachus (replied the Pritice) you ſhall never be ſu- 
ſpeed by me , and 1 ſhall be extreamly afflicted , if you conſerve not that friendſhip to 
Pariſatiſe's brother , which you already have promiſed to Arſaces, He detain'd Queen 
Thaleſtris with the ſame civility , but Oroondates deſired their cntertainment ſhould be 
limited to that number of perſons, and Lyſimachus gave order at the Tent door.that the 
Princes ſhould nor be diſturb'd that morning. Arſaces was going to begin his ſtory, when 
Oroondates, fearing he ſhould be obliged to ſpeak too loud by reaſon of the diſtance be- 
tween their beds, had a mind to go into his, but the preſence of Thaleſtris hindred him, 
which Lyſimachus perceiving , led her for awhile into the next Chamber , and at their 
return they found the two Princes in Arſaces his bed , link'd in a very different embrace 
from thoſe they had given one another not many dayes before. Thele illuſtrious petſons 
took their places cloſe by the bed , and Arſaces having held his peace awhile , broke ſi- 
lence in theſe terms. 


The Hiſtorie of Arſaces. 


Gods! with what facecan I own my having been alive , while Alexander over-ratt 

my Countrey,deſtroy'd my family,and triumpt'd over my Fathers life and Empire ? 
which way ſhall I be able to make this ſhamefull confeſſion ; and what excuſes can 1 find 
in my love , and in my misfortunes, to juſtifie my ſelf of ſuch a ſeeming cowardiſe? 
'Tis true , 1lived during all the loſſes of my friends , and the miſeries of my Countrey, 
but I lived in a condition, which if it cannot make me abſolutely innocent , may perhaps 
obtain ſome pardofi amongſt you , and leave you ſtill in a belief,that if Arſaces had been 
free, he would not have been fo baſe as to ſee the deſolation of his Countrey , without 
burying himſelf in its fatal ruins. I ſpeak this before you, Lyfitnachus, whom I ſhall ever 
be able to diſcern from the Enemies of our houſe, and I call this remembrance into my 
mind , without keeping any hearr-burning againſt many of our generous friends , who 
have now taken arms for the remnant of our bloud, and who heretofore,while they ſerv'd 
thetr King , and laboured for their own glory , obliged Datius his family by moſt conſi- 
derable ſervices , and have now left in his Son neither any _—_— againſt them , nor 
ary diſcontent for ſeeingthem poſſeſlours of thoſe Countreys, which were the King my 
Fathers , and which ought to have been my Dominions at this preſent , if by the anger 
ofthe Gods this Empire had not been overthrown from the higheſt pitch that ever = 
mane greatneſs attain'd. 

I cannot think of this ſad remembrance (continued Arſaces, with a ſigh or two) with- 
out ſhowing ſome tokens, that 1 am ſenſible of the ruin of our houſe; but for all I am 
an exile, for all I am deveſted of an: Empire , whoſe ſcattered pieces make ſo many ſove- 
reins, the Gods are my witneſſes , that I ſhall never bewail that loſs, if I may but keep 
Berenice , arid if with thoſe Scepters which Heavens wrath had put into other hands, I 
looſe not alſo that worthily adored Princeſs, for whom 1 freely did forfake them all. Theſe 
words drew tears from the eyes of all che hearers, and Arfaces having wip'd away his, 
proſecuted his diſcourſe on this manner. 

I died not, Brother, in that bloudy Battel,wherein = thought you had loſt a brother, 
to whom you were a thouſand times more dear than his own hfe , and three dayes ago I 
ſhould have ſaid, that 1 lived to my misfortune, but my recovering of Berenice , and of 
your ſelf, banifhes all thoſe ingratefull thoughts out of my heart , and cannot ſuffer me 
to complain of my deſtiny without blaſphemy, and without injuſtice. *Tis true I died not, 
but 1 remained tn a condition that was but lttle different from death, and if you believed 
was fo, *t was upon ſuch apparent grounds as might have deceived all the World. 
Night was already ſhut in when the Perſians quitted the field , and the Scythians were fo 
weak, that they contented themſelves with keeping it , without attempting to purſue their 
Enemies in the dark. 1 lay in a fwown all that night, which inthe hot ſeaſon it then was, 
was one of the ſhorteſt of the year , and during which the Souldiers were not ſuffered to 
pillage, nor to ſtrip the dead. As ſooh asday appear'd , that liberty was granted them 
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and then they began to pull off all our Arms, and Cloaths. My Arms, if you remember 
were as fair, and rich as ever had been wora , and the luſter of the ſtones they were {ﬆ 
withall, which ſparkled in ſome places, in ſpite of the bloud that covered them , drew ma. 
ny Scythians to pillage me ; 0095 ewes amongſt them took off my Cask , and while 
he amuſed himſelf in conſidering the beauty of it , another ſtooping to me , would have 
unbuckled my Cuiraſs , but his companion,who knew the prize was wholly his , becauſe 
he had ſeiz'd upon me firſt , oppoſed his intention , and though they ſay the $cythiang 
deſpiſe riches , it is true nevertheleſs ; that then they were powerfull enough to ſet a 
quarrel between thoſe two Souldiers, and to make them diſpute their booty with their 
twords. Sotne of their friends drawn thither by that noiſe , took part on either ſide ac. 
cording to their affe&tions , and then there began a little skuffle about me, in which bloud 
would a been drawn, bur for the arrival ot Theodates Prince of the Sarmates , who 
commanded part of the Army. As ſoon as he made himſelf known to the Souldiers, 
retired with reſpe& , and Theodates being willing to be judge of their difference, 
began to diſpute the matter before him. He had no ſaoner ſeen my Cask which a cy. 
thian ſhow'd him, and then my Curals , and the reſt of my Arms, but he preſently he. 
lieved the perſon that wore them , muſt needs be of a conſiderable quality among the 
Perſians. This opinion made him caſt his eyes the more heedfully upon me ; my face was 
pale, and my hair all matted with bloud, hung confuſedly upon the ground, which wasred 
all round about me z I know not whither it was = youth, or ſome belief of the greatneſs 
of my birth , which at firſt moved compaſſion in Theodates ; but in effec, as I have learnt 
ſince, he began to look upon me with ſome ſence of pity , and. after having beſtow'd a 
ſigh or two on my misfortune , he was going to appoint me burial , and was opening his 
mouth to decide the quarrel among the Souldiers , and to command them to carry me 
from amidſt the dead , when he perceived me itir and open my eyes a little , ſhowing 
many ſigns that I was alive. Theodartes at that ſight felt ſome kind of joy, and drawin 
nearer to my face , to find whither I breathed or no ; This young man is not dead fag 
he) and without doubt he deſerves aſliſtance ; the Gods forbid 1 ſhould negle the oc- 
calion to give it him , = him into my Tent with his Arms, if he die, we 6c 
yours, and if he recover, Fle pay you for them as much as you can deſire. T 
was highly reſpe&ted among the Souldiers, and (the Scythians being religious obſervers 
of the commands of their ſuperiour Officers) theſe obey'd without murmuring,and goi 
after him , carried me to his Tent which was not very far from thence. He immedi 
gave order that I ſhould be put to bed , that my wounds ſhould be ſearched, and that all 
thoſe remedies ſhould be applied to me , which could have been uſed in the like extrea- 
mity to his own perſon. The Chirurgiansthat viſited my wounds found them very deep, 
and a great many , but they were all in ſuch favourable places, that onely my loſs of 
bloud gave them any apprehenſions , and they told Theodartes that it alone was enough 
to make them deſpair of my recovery. Yet did they endeavour it with great care, and 
$kill, and labour'd with ſuch ſovereign remedies to draw me out of my fwown, that I came 
perfectly to my ſences again , and opening my eyes wide, I began to diſcern ſome of the 
objects that were before me. I was a long time nevertheleſs before 1 was capable of rea- 
ſon , and they dreſſed all my wounds, I ſtirring but very little the while , and having 
but a very « imperfet-knowledge of what was done to me ; not many hours after, I 
grew ſomething better , and had ſtrength enough to turn my head a little, to roul my 
eyes on every fide, to call things paſt into my memory , and to queſtion my ſelt touch- 
ing my preſent condition. I had a confuſed remembrance of the Battel , and of part of 
what 1 had done there , but I could not imagine in what place I was, nor which way I 
came thicher. I began to be deſirous to know , when Theodates came to my bed-ſide, 
and ſeing that 1 look'd intentively upon him ; whoſoever you are (ſaid he) fear nothing, 
but believe you are fallen into the hands of a man that will not conſider you as an Ene- 
my , and ef 6 will labour as much for your ſafety as for his own. He went away qot 
ſtaying for my anſwer , and ſhutting the curtain of my bed , left me ar liberty to digeſt 
his words, and tothink of the eſtate I was in. I was not ſo weak, nor ſo little come to 
my ſelf, but that I underſtood what he had ſaid, and after I had reflected upon it, Icon- 
jectured ſomething of the truth. I knew I wasa priſoner , but though that —_— 
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ſeem'd hard ro me , I bad courage enough to ſupport it, and by the firſt uſage I receiv'd 
from this Enemy , 1 began to hope for all manner of courteſie from him. This know- 
ledge ſweeten'd my diſcontent , and being at that time I was void of any paſlion that 
could make me hate my life , 1 joytully received the afliſtance that was given me for the 
conſervation of it. The ſecond day I was a little ſtronger , and the next after thar, the 
Phyſicians aſſured Theodates , that by the favour of the Gods, there was hope of my re- 
covery. he third day,when they had fir'd the Camp to burn that great number of dead 
bodies, which the Scythians left upon our fields, they repaſſed the Araxis , ro march 
back toward Iſſedon ; and Theodates, who did already intereſs himſelf very much in my 
fafery , not being able to oppoſe that necellity , would have me brought along in the 
moſt commodious manner he poſhbly could , and for that purpoſe cauſed a cloſe hand- 
litter to be made, and to be carried by a great many men appointed for that office , who 
eaſing one another of that pains by turns, removed me very gently , and eaſily kept pace 
with the Army , which by reaſon of the number of their wounded men , moved leiſurely, 
and made but very ſhort marches. We came on this faſhion into Scythia, and arrived at 
Iſſedon, but Theodates,who for particular reaſons, deſired to keep me conceal'd,would 
not let me be carried into that Citie, but to a houſe of his which was not above five or 
fix hundred furlongs trom thence. I was already in a condition which gave the Chirur- 
gians certain hopes of my recovery , but my wounds were ſo great, that long time , and 
much patience were neceſſary for my cure , nor did they fail to labour in it with ſuch ex- 
traordinary care , that I could not then imagine any other thing , but that Theodates, 
having had ſome knowledge of my quality , was ſo induſtrious to procure my health, out 
of hope to get a mighty ranſom for me. I wrong'd his vertue in that falſe opinon, and 1 
have ſince had very good reaſon to know , that nothing but meer generoſity inſpired 
him with all thoſe favourable inclinations to me. He had viſited me often during our 
march , and he ſaw me divers times at that houſe of his, where he forgot no kind of ci- 
vility or good uſage, to ſweeten the diſcontent I might have either for my wounds , or 
for my captivity. I had learn'd his name and quality of them that waited on me, and 
that knowledge obliged me to pay him what Irhought due to a Prince,to whom I was ſo 
highly indebted. He never had asked me any thing concerning my name or birth , and 
ljudg'd it not convenient to diſcover that I was Darius his Son , knowing what a mor- 
tal hatred the King of Scythia bore our family ; But one day when he was by my bed-ſide, 
he with a great deal of _— entreated me to tell him ſomething of them , aſſuring me, 
that let me diſguiſe it as much as I would , I could not put him out of the opinion he had 
conceived of the greatneſs of my quality. 1 all my life had a great averſion againſt ly- 
ing, and beſices, eſteeming Theodates extreamly, 1 deſired to tell him truth without di- - 
ſcovering my ſelf, and remembring the former names our family had born before my 

Father attain'd the Crown ; I am called Arſaces (ſaid 1) my Fathers name was Codoman, 

and you were not deceived , when you believed me to be ſomething above the common 

rank of men ; for indeed , I am born a Prince, in one of thoſe Contreys that obey Da- 

rius, and I have the honour to appertain to him by ſome Alliances which are not very re- 

mote ; I make this confeſſion to you , upon the knowledge I have of your virtue, and 

though captivity be hard to Princes , I ſhall bear mine with patience , and not think my 

condition miſerable , becauſe Iam fallen into the hands of ſo genererous a Prince as 

Theodates. When you are once in ſuch an eſtate (reply'd Theodates) that you can 

make uſe of the eſteem 1 have of you,you will find I have no intentions you can complain 

of, nor ſhallthe knowledge you give me of your quality, be any way to your diſadyan- 

tage. Yet is it neceſſary it ſhould be unknown to the Scythians , for if the King ſhould 

know 1 had a priſoner of ſuch importance,it would be hard for you to recover your liber- 

ty before the end of our wars. You may lie here concealed till you are well, and when 

you have recovered your health and ſtrengrh, I will certainly give you cauſe to continue 

your good opinion of me. We had ſome other diſcourſe upon this ſubje&t , and during 

all the time my wounds kept me in bed , 1 had a thouſand new occaſions to acknowledge 

his civility. While I led that kind of life (very tedious to a perſon of my humour) 1 

made gs to travel as far as Perſia, and I may truly proteſt to you, brother, 

that nothing in my captivity troubled me fo much as our ſeparation. 1 was uncertain 
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whether you had eſcaped the j,attel in which I fell , and into which I had ſeen y 
headlong with ſo little regard of danger , and really that apprehenſion wth md 
of my diſcontents. Yet did ] receive i] conſolation, 4n that among ſo many bodies 
as were ſtript, yours, whereof the whole Court of Scythia had the 1d:xa moſt preſent to 
their memory,had not been found,which made me hope with a great deal of likely-hood 
that you were not ſlain in that dayes ſervice. Your conſideration alſo gave me a deſire 
to make ſome ſtay — the Scythians , though 1 had had liberty to return, ard my dear 
Oroondates was too high in my eſteem to leave his Countrey without ſeing the King his 
Father, and that Siſter,whoſe admirable beauty was ſo loudly fam'd , and whereof j had 
heard Araxes, and many other perſons in Scythia , ſpeak with ſome of thoſe praiſes 
which are her due. I heartily wiſh'd for ſome occaſion,wherein I might repay your houſe 
ſome ſmall part of what you had done for ours , and the Gods know I rn have pur. 
chaſed it with the better part of my bloud. In fine , not to hold you longer in this te. 
dious part of my life , I motaas my health , but I wasnot able to ſtir out of my Cham. 
ber of above three moneths after our arrival in Scythia ; I ſaw my ſelf at liberty as ſoon 
as cur'd , there were no Guards to hinder me from going away, and generous Theo. 
dates, did not ſo much as demand my promiſe for aſſurance. I rather would have loft 
my life, than abuſed that goodneſs, nor would 1 have taken fo much liberty , as to have 
walked into the _ it he had not earneſtly entreated me himſelf, and if within a few 
dayes after , he had not told me that I wasa free man, and thatif 1 had a mind to retire 
into my Countrey , he would furniſh me witlimeans to get out of Scythia. This great 
civility of Theodates , put me into a confuſion which 1 cannot repreſeat , but I would 
by no means accept his offers , and Ilet him fee I knew 400 well how the rights of war 
engaged me towards him , to make ſo ill an uſe of his noble favours; I told him that] 
knew the Obligations I had to him were invaluable, but alfo that with what wealth the 
Gods had left to my diſpoſing, I had a life, which 1 held from none but him , and which] 
with a'perfe&t ſatisfaction would beſtow on him that had fo generoutly preſerved it, 
Theodates judging by my diſcourſe that I was not of an humour , to continue engaped in 
ſo great obligations, redoubled his affection to me, and proteſted, that he never would 


receive any thing but my friendſhip for the price of my _— , and of what he had done 
er 


to ſave my life. AndI (reply*d 1) will never receive my liberty upon ſuch conditions, 
and if it be an offence to Prince Theodartesto offer him riches for a reward of his genero- 
ſity, he cannot at the leaſt refuſe Arſaces himſelf, who gives himſelf abſolutely to him, 
and who will not leave his Rn , and his maſter. Our converſation ended with a 
great many embraces, and Theodates told me 1 ſhould oblige him infinitely, by the de- 
{ire I had to make a longer ſtay with him , and that he had already conceiv'd fuch an af- 
fe&ion towards me, as would not ſuffer him , to let me depart from him without diſcon- 
tent. Hepromiſed me afterwardsthat he would carry meto feethe King , the Princeks, 
and the whole Court, in ſuch a way that I ſhould run no hazard of being known,and that 
if my face were taken notice of, he would eaſily make me pals for a ſtranger , whom de- 
fire of glory had brought into thoſe places, where it was to be gotten , and the ſameday 
after he had inſtructed his people how they ſhould behave themſelves cowards me , and 
what they ſhould anſwer it Whey were queſtion'd about me , he took me along with him 
to Iſſedon , when we were alone he uſed me asa Prince, and as a man of quality equal 
to hisown ; but before thoſe that might obſerve our a&tions, he at my requeſt, carried 
himſelf towards me as an inferiour perſon , and on that had dependance on him ; other- 
wiſe it would have been very hard for me to have ſtay'd long at Court without being fu- 
ſpeed. The ſecond day after our arrival , 1faw the King in the Temple, and though 
he was my Fathers Enemy , and without doubt mine alſo, I could not look upon the Fa- 
ther of Oroondates , without ſome touches of affe&tion. His garb me thought was ex- 
tream warlike, and extream amorous both together , and there was Arſacomes, and ma- 
ny other Princes attending on him ; but the next day going with Theodates into a wood, 
where the Princeſs Berenice uſed to walk every evening, I ſaw her, that admirable Lady, 
I faw her, and in that I think I have faid all , ſince to ſee her , andto looſe that liberty 
for her which I had ſo long conſervd, was but one and the ſame thing ; neither indeed 


is Berenice's beauty one of thoſe that ſtand in need of long time to make a conqueſt , for 
co 
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to ſupport her very firſt looks withour yielding, is wilfully to hold out in a guilty, and int 
an 200 reſiſtance ; I ſaw her with Arms againſt which it wasnot poſlible to defend 
onesſelf, and they amongſt you, whoſe paſſion gives them advantageous opinions of 
thoſe they love, muſt pardon me if I ſay, that all I had ſeen till chen was bur ill-favoured 
in my conceit, compar'd to Berenice. Scarce had I caſt mine Eyes upon her, but I was 
already in a flame, and in ſhort, Brother, no longer time was requiſite for Berenice to 
make her ſelf Miſtris of Artaxerxes his heart, than according to your report, Statira 
had to win the affections of Oroondates. This reſemblance of our Deſtinies came pre- 
ſently into my minde, nay, and I think, that though its aſfiſtance was utterly unneceſſa- 
ry, yet did it help toward my firſt Engagement : O Gods ! how fatal was that moment 
tomy Repoſe | how many ſufferings has it coſt me, but withall how happy was it to me ! 
ſince in ſpite of all my pains, in ſpite of all my loſſes; and in ſpite of all my misfortunes, 
ithath made me taſt a bliſs, the leaſt part whereof was not to be purchaſed with all my 
pains, loſſes, and*misfortunes put together. The divine Berenice was alighted from her 
Chariot, to walk under the Trees with Princeſs Theomiris her Couſin, and ſome other 
Ladies of her Attendance, and though I onely kept along with the Train at a good di- 
ſtance, 1 obſerv'd ſuch beauties in her, as far ſupaſſed my imagination, You know this 
marvellous Princeſs ſo well alseady, that I ſhall not need to make any deſcription of her, 
and I will onely tell you, that I fix'd my ſelf ſo deeply in that contemplation, that I loſt 
all knowledge of what I did, and in my walk I was guided meerly by the throng of Peo- 
le that waited on the Princeſs. O Gods ! (faid I to my ſelf) is it poſſible you ſhould 
he thus advantageouſly difplay'd all your powers in one mortal beauty, or rather, isit 
poſlible that all your powers ſhould have been able to form ſo marvellous a workman- 
ſhip? Fly Artaxerxes, (faid I within alittle after) fly from ſo fatal a ſight, and ſuffer 
notthy ſelf to fall into a precipice, from whence thou never canſt be able to retire ; this 
beauty is not deſtined unto men, nor can men without a crime raiſe their audacious 
thoughts unto it. I was ſo carried away in theſe diſcourſes, that I had hardly ſo much as 
a ſmall glimpſe of knowledge remaining, and I ſhould have continued long in that im- 
ployment, if the Princeſs had not given over walking, and if Theodates had not taken 
> with him, after he with much ado had raiſed me out of the deep meditation 
wherein I was buried. Of all the reſt of the day he could not draw a reaſonable 
word from me, and when I was in my Bed, I began a war with my own thoughts, 
of a quite different nature from all thoſe I had ever been in before that time. Be- 
renices beauties came preſently into my rememberance, and with them all the ſweetneſs, 
andall the Advantages that might be found in the glory of ſerving her, but this know- 
ledge was quickly accompanied with that of the difficulties there were in that Deſign, 
> that birth of my love, I made reflections little different from thoſe you madein 
the beginnings of yours. *Tis true (faid I) that Berenice is the moſt accompliſhed crea- 
ture of the world, and that all, which men have ſeen till now, has nothing that in any 
degree comes near her admirable beauties; ſhe is but too fair, ſhe is but too perfett: thar 
isnot the thing that makes thee waver, O Artaxerxes, nor doſt thou at all doubt whe- 
ther ſhe be worthy of thy love, and of that liberty, which hitherto thou haſt preſerv'd 
intire ; but ſhe is the King of Scythia's daughter, and thou art the ſon of Darius, I 
ſtaid a while upon this contideration, but preſently after I paſſed over that firſt difficul- 
by your example. Was not Statira (faid I) Darius his daughter, and was not Oroon- 
esthe King of Scythia's ſon > Haſt not thou a heart as well as he? And canſtnot 
thou attempt that for his ſiſter, which he ſo courageouſly hazarded for thine > Thou 
without doubt haſt facilitiesin thy Defign, which he found not in his, his Example may 
encourage thee, his proceeding may inſtru thee, and his afliſtance may make thee the 
moſt fortunate of all men living. He will not refuſe to pive it thee, (dear brother) 
andI aſſure my ſelf he will do the ſame Offices for thee to his ſiſter, which he receiv'd of 
theeto thine. The Gods will mollifie our fathers hearts in time, and in theinterim, thou 
wilt be too happy, and too contented in having a like deſtiny with thy Oroondates. 
But what doſt thou ſay, (reply'd I preſently atter to my ſelf) a like deſtiny > Oroon- 
Aates poſſeſſes thy ſiſters affedions already, and perhaps his will never approve of thine. 
Thou oughteſt not to hope for the ſame ſucceſs in thy love, which thy brothers admira- 
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ble qualities gave him in his. He is the moſt deſerving of all the men in the whole world & 
Statira, without being the moſt inſenſible of all women, could not have defended her (elf 
againſt him, PeradyentureBerenices inclinations may be different from thy ſiſters,and ſhe 
with juſtice will finde out the odds there is between Arrtaxerxes, and Prince Oroondates, 
Beſides, Oroondates before he ingag'd himſelf in that Enterpriſe, had already pain'd 
Statira, and the whole Houſe of Perſia, by obligations which gave him the contidencets 
attempt what he undertook ; but Artaxerxes has yet done nothing, (ſave Actions of an 
Enemy ) either for Berenice, or for the King of Scythia. Do ſomething therefore Ar. 
taxerxes, that may render thee conſiderable to yo y orgies and that may pive thee 
ſome advantagein thy pretending to Berenice. If thou canſt not make thy ſelf fore. 
markable as Oroondartes did, at leaſt ſeek ſome occaſion to teſtitie that thou haſt not the 
thoughts of an Enemy, and either periſh for them, or do them ſome ſervicethat 
ocure thee a place in their eſteem. Allthiugs are favourable to thee, if thou each 

ow to uſethy fortune, and in this glorious Deſign which keeps thee in Scythia, Thes- 
dates his friendſhip will not be unprofitable to thee. I reaſon'd thus a long time, ſome. 
times flattering my ſelf with hopes, and ſometimes aflicting my ſelf with difficulties ; 
but inthe end, 1 overcame them all torake my final reſolution. Why doſt thou ſtand 
pony [purſued 1] in a thing thou canſt not poſſibly avoid ? *Tis a decree of the De. 
ſtinies, trom which all the Conteſtations in the world can never free thee. Deliberate 
no more whether thou ſhouldſt love Berenice ; but deliberate of the means thou ſhould 
uſe to make her ſuffer thy affetion. If it pleaſe the Gods, it may but one day be accept- 
able to her, all the moſt happy owe that ever were, never knew felicity in any degree 
comparable unto thine : and if thou dieſt in ſerving her, thy death will be a ouknd 
times more gloriousthan thy thy life, Here it was I fix*d, and no longer doubting whe- 
ther I ſhould love or no, I thought onely what courſe I ſhould take to make my lelf be 
lov'd. I reſolv'd to uſe Theodartes his triendſhip for my ſtay in Scythia ; bur I ſettled a 
firm determination not to preſent my ſelf to the King, nor to the Princeſs his daughter, 
till I had done ſome Action for their ſervice, which might introduce me handſomely into 
their knowledge. In the interim often ſaw my adored Princeſs, but *twas in Temples, 
Orin ſuch places where ſhe could not take notice of my face, and every time I diſcover- 
ed new beauties in her, and felt inconceivable increaſes in iny paſſion. In ſhort [Bro- 
ther} I loy'd her with allthe violence that can be found in the ſtrongeſt affe&tions, and 
I lovd her with ſoabſolutea reſpe&, and ſo perfe& a knowledge of her Excellencies, 
that I never cheriſh'd any hope of making my ſelf worthy to ſerve her. TIlearn'd with 
much diſcontent that ious Arfacomes had raiſed his thoughts to her, and that abu. 
ſing the Kings love to his fifter, he was ſo impudent, asto own his, to the whole world, 
and to give the Princeſs publick demonſtrations of it. The inſolence of that indiſcreer 
ſubje&, animared me with a juſt wrath, and with a lawfull indignation againſt him ; and 
if 1 had been in a condition to have ſhewn them, 1 ſhould not ave ſuffer'd a preſumpti- 
on that diſpleaſed my Princeſs. That was it wherein I found ſome conſolation, for I no 
ſooner knew that Arſacomes was in love with Berenice, but I heard that Berenice deteſt- 
ed Arſacomes. I ftaid ſome few maneths at Ifſedon on this manner, and in the end, the 
Gods made me depart from thence upon thoſe occaſions I had ſo ardently deſir'd, and 
ſo impatiently waited for. 

The Nomades, and the Hyleans roſeup in Arms, and making themſelves Maſters of 
all that lies near the Lake of Buges, drew a potent Army into. the field, and began to 
make ſuch havock, that the noiſe of it came preſently to the Kings ear. He was deſirous 
to apply ſome ſpeedy Remedy to thoſe Troubles, and ſetting an Army on foot, worthily 
made choice of Theodates to command it. 1I bleſſed that favourable occaſion athou- 
ſand times, and prepared my ſelf with an incredible joy to march along with that gene- 
rous friend, upon an Expedition, wherein I poſſibly might finde opportunity to make 
my ſelf appear with ſome Reputation to the King of Seythia, and perhaps ſome En- 
counter wherein I might repay ſome part of what I ow'd to Theodares. I expreſſed to 
him the contentment I receiv'd by that imployment, and told him the Reſolution I had 
taken, either to loſe that life he had ſav'd, in fighting by his ſide, or elſe to do ſomething: 
for his ſervice, that might hinder him from repenting the affe&ion he had ſo blindly gi- 

ven 


Part IV. CASSANDRA: 1t7 


yen me. I love you (anſwered T heodates) with ſo perfe&t a knowledge of your merit; 
that I cannot be accuſed of blindneſs in my friendſhip; and in performing mervellous 
Exploits, you will do nothing beyond the opinion I have of you. Theodares accompa- 
nied theſe favourable words, with many obliging Endearments ; and 'we madeready 
for a departure, which by reaſon of the preſling neceſlity of affairs, was very ſudden 
and precipitate, 1 in that ſeparation ſhould have felt all the diſcontents a cruel abſence 
can throw upon a perſon that moſt ardently loves, if I had not found my conſolation in 
the hope I had of ſome Advantages that Voyage might procure me. We went from If- 
ſedon, and took Rm__ roward the Enemies. Art firſt I would by no means accept 
of any command, but contented my ſelf with nghting near Theodates his perſon ; but 
inthe firſt Battel that was given, I was ſo happy as to do him ſome ſervices, which ob- 
ligd him to beſtow imployments on me that were above the reach of my capa- 


Harfaces his modeſty cauſed him to paſs lightly over the occaſions wherein he had 
made himſelf remarkable ; but Oroondartes perceiv'd it, and being defirous to ſpare him 
the pains of telling them ſome of thoſe things they had heard already from Berenice. 
Brother (faid he) we have learn'd part of thoſe _ Actions you id in that firſt Bar- 
tell ; we know you ſav'd Theodates his life two ſeveral times, and that yon fee ©qua- 
drons waver, you ſeiz'd upon the foremoſt Standard, reanimated your frighted 1 roops 
your words, and by your Example, and by youronely Valour, turn'd the ViRory to 
your ſide, which was already declaring it ſelf for ? pr Enemies, We know thar after all 
theſe wonders, Theodates gave you the command of part of the Army, that with it you 
took places of great importance by Afſaulr,and that with eight thouſand Horſe, you per- 
fe&ed the defeating of the Rebells near the Lake of Buges, with ſuch marvellous Effe&s 
of Valour, and good ConduR, that the memory of them will never be loſt among the 
Scythians. You have been told a great deal more than what I did (reply'd Arſaces mo- 
deſtly) and*tis with much injuſtice they would rob Theodares of part of that glory, 
which was totally ;dueto him. We have heard moreover, (continued Denentates how 
you were preſented to the King, by Theodates, the Reception you had from him, the be- 
ginnings of your favour, and of the Reputation you acquir'd among the Scyrhians, the 
progreſs of your'credit with the King, your generous, and affable carriage, which gain'd 
the hearts of all the Court, the firſt diſcourſes you had with Berenice, and Stratoni- 
ces Marriage to the King ; and in ſhort, the adventure which made my Siſter diſco- 
yer your paſſion for her. She was relating theſe paſſages to me when you cameinto our 
Camp, and we were interrupted juſt as ſhe began totell the converſation you had with 
herin an Arbour of the Garden, where by Cyllenia's mediation you obtain'd the audi- 
ence you had demanded. Theſe Princes that hear you, learn'd them not from Berenice, 
but I made them the Recital yeſterday, and they know enough of allto eaſe you of a 
trouble, which in your preſent condition, would be no ſmall one. 

Since you are ſo well inſtructed in theſe particulars, [purſued Arſaces] Iwill not re- 
peat what you have heard already from my Princeſs ; but before I cometo the place 
where her Narration was interrupted, Ile tell you ſome things in a few words, which at 
that time were not come unto her knowledge. She might be able to tell you the diſcour- 
ſesI had with her, but ſhe could not repreſent to you what I felt inwardly for her, and 
though in that I am more knowing than any other body, even I my ſelf ſhall finde the 
expreſſing of it to be a very difficult matter. After the time that 1 had the honour to 
have acceſs to her, and that together with her outward beauties, I was permitred to con= 
template part of thoſe which adourn'd her minde ; when her tranſcendent virtue, her 
charming converſation, and her excellent goodneſs, were as well known to me as her 
face ; of a paſſionate man that I was before, 1 became an idolater, and grew quite tranſ- 
ported, having ſcarce power enough left me over my ſelf, to keep that violent paſſion 
from breaking forth, which had made it ſelf miſtris of my ſoul with a moſt abſolute Em- 

ire. That perfe& knowledge I had of her admirable qualities, check'd my af rag 

opes, and I could not conſider Berenice, in that ſublime degree of perfeCtion rowhic 
the Gods had raiſed her, without remembring my ſelf to be but a man, and therefore 
utterly unworthy to ſerve her. This reflexion cauſed difquiets in me, which often were 
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obſerved in my face, and though I was loaden with honours, and favour'd by the Kin 
ond my deſert, that inward diſcontent made me but little ſenſible of any outwar 
happineſs, and hindred me from taſting thoſe Advantages, which the moſt eminent'per. 
ſons in all Scythia could not look upon without Envy. Theodates his friendſhip toward 
me, was ſo augmented after thoſe light ſervices I had done him, that he feen!'d to live 
onely for my ike, and he took ſo great an intereſt in thoſe favours 1 receiv'd from the 
King, that my fortune ſeem'd really to be his own, and to ſay,the truth, I madeuſe of ir 
as much as poſſibly I could to his Advantage, and imploy'd a great part of the conti. 
dence the King had in me, to recommend the perſon of Theodates to him ; bur theſs 
marks of my affe&tion ſeem'd light to me, in reſpect of what 1 ow'd to his, and I beliey'd 
that after the proofs he had —_ me of it;I not onely might tell him who I was, but that 
could not without ingratitude conceal - ſelf from him irs longer. Beſides in the con. 
dition I then was,1 ſtood in need of a perſon to whom I might communicate my thoughts 
and amongſt all thoſe that were moſt diſcreet, and moſt atfectionate to me, I coulfn 
have choſen one more worthy than he of ſo important a truſt. Theodates lovesmetog 
well, (ſaid I) and Theodartes is too generous to betray me, and beſides the ſhame his 
treachery would be to him, he could reap no mannec of advantage by my deſtrucion. 
I ended theſe words with repentance for ”—_ diſtruſted Theodates his virtue, and 
following the reſolution I had taken, one day when I had ſhut y ſelt with him into a 
Cloſſet, I diſcover'd my true quality to him, and the true cauſe 0 = abode in Scythia. 
I made him acquainted with my love as well as with my birth, and ſhew'd him how by 
that Declaration I put that life into his hands, over which he had a great deal of power 
before. ſhould have much ado to repreſent the greatneſs of Theodates his aſtoniſhment; 
after this diſcovery, he had ſo good an opinion of me, as not to doubt the truth of my 
words, and both my face and actions, as he ſaid to flatter me, perſwaded him ſuffici 
that my birth was higher than ordinary ; but he thought this Adventure ſo little com- 
mon, that upon the report of another body, he could _— have given credit toit. 
Though he appear'd amaz'd, he appear'd not chang'd, and he beliey'd that bythat 
teſtimony of my friendſhip, he was deeply oblig'd to perſevere in his. I oppoſed thoſe 
ſubmiſſions which that knowledge of my quality would have oblig'd him to render me, 
and after I had moſt expreſly intreated him, to live in the ſame freedom with me as he 
was wont, he tnade ſuch proteſtations to me, and promiſed me his aſliſtance in my De- 
ſign with ſo great affe&ion, that I did notthink I had any reaſon to repent me of the 
confidence I had in him. From that time forward he comforted me in my diſcontents as 
much as poſſibly he could, ſought means to let me ſee my Princeſs often, and procured 
me that little Picture which gave her the knowledge of my love. Whilel liv'd at Iſſe- 
don, in a very languiſhing manner, and that I could not obtain permiſſion of my re- 
ſpe& to declare my paſſion, the Truce was propoſed, and concluded between the King of 
Scythia, and the King my father ; but the cauſe of it was ſad to poor Darius, and 'twas 
about that time we heard that the Lieutenants were defeated at the paſſage of the Gra- 
nicus, that part of his Dominions had follow'd the fortune of conquering Alexander ; 
and that afterward Darius himſelf had loſt the Battel of Iſſus, and with it a great many 
of his Provinces,and all his Family, who were taken Prifoners. You may eaſily judge,that 
(for allI was ſo prepoſſeſſed with a paſſion, which. made me inſenſible of all things elſe) 
I could not receive this news without a moſt deep diſcontent, and a great deal of | wag 
It wrought a ſtrange alteration in my hopes, nor had love ſo totally ſeiz'd upon my 
heart, but that it had left ſome place in it for the conſiderations of honour. What (faid 
T) ſhall I languiſh then at the feet of a perſon, to whom my ſufferings are not ſo much as 
known, and ſhall I live in Scythia, as a man to whom the misfortunes of Perſia were 
things indifferent , while Alexander layes our Countrey deſolate, uſurps our Territories, 
and perſecutes our Houſe > Ah Arſaces, Arſaces, remember that thou art ſtill Artaxer- 
xes ; caſt off this perſonage which love has diſguiſed thee with, to take up that again to 
which thine honour recals thee, and conſider that Berenice her ſelf would not eſteem 
thee, if thou couldſt linger our thy life ſo ſhamefully at her feet. I ne're ſtood waver- 
ing about what reſolution I m_ to take, and how great violence ſoever my love made 
me feel atthat ſeparation, to which I was to diſpoſe my ſelfe, the care of my __, 
an 
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and the tender affetion I bore to my own bloud, made me maſter of that paſſion which 
he againſt my duty with its utmoſt power, When once my honour is ſatisfied (faid 
1) wee'| ſuffer loveto work, and I may better ſerve Berenice, when 1 ſhall have freed my 
(lf from a ſhame that would render me unworthy of her ; when we have repelf'd chat 
Enemy, who —_—y deſtroys my fathers Kingdoms, and my hopes, wee'l return into 
Scythia, and with a freer confidence demand thar of Berenice, which we ſhould not dare 
to aſpire to,being depreſſed with infamy.This was my final determination,and | imparted 
to Theodates, who was moſt ſenſibly concern'd in my afflictions, and who refolv'd 
to keep me company in that Voyage, and to follow my fortune over all the world. 
Though he comply'd exceedingly with my pation, he could not diſapprove my reſolu- 
tion, and he conteſled that in the extremity our Houſe was reduc'd to, 1 could nor give 
ſelf over to my love, without blaſting my memory for ever with an irreparable want 
of fiir. My departure therefore was concluded in fpite of all the oppotitions of my 
love; but yet I wasnot a little troubled to leave Scythia, withour giving my Princeſs 
ſome knowledge of it. I contriv'd ſeveral ways in my imagination, but my fortune took 
care of it, and *twas about that time my little Picture ſpoke for me, and diſcover'd that 
untomy Princeſs, which my reſpect had forc'd me to conceal. I am not able to deſcribe 
atlength, with what a grief 1 was afflicted, when 1 receiv'd the ſentence of my con- 
demnation by the mouth of Cyllenia ; notwithſtanding the aſtoniſhment that appeared 
in my face, I did not think it very ſtrange, and I had ever believ'd that the Princeſs 
would not without diſpleaſure receive a declaration of love from a man unknown as 
Arſaces, who paſſed in the Court of Scythia but for a private perſon ; but I was ex- 
tremely griev'd I had offended her by my preſumption, and that at my departure 1 
ſhould carry away with me the ſorrow of having incurr'd her anger. I hada defire ſhe 
ſhould believe I knew Berenices merit too well, to permit her to be ſerv'd by a man of 
obſcure birth, and 1 judg'd that peradventure ſhe would finde leſs ground of offence in 
the paſſion of the Prince of Perſia, than in that of an unknown Arſaces ; this was the 
nw a that made me demand that audience by C'yllenia, which I had ſo much ado to ob- 
rain, and which 1 cover'd with other pretences, than thoſe of my love, knowing very 
well, chat without entertaining the Princeſs with it, I by the dicour I had to make, 
might blot our part of the in a & had done her. Ile not ſpeak a word to her of my love 
(@d 1 to my ſelf) nor is it neceſlary,'fince ſhe is well enough inſtructed in thar already ; 
that perhaps I may get her to approve it, by the example, and by the remembrance of 
Oroondares ; and when I ſhall joyn the interceſſion of that Friend to the knowledge of 
my quality, I may perchance ſeem leſs faulty in my Princeſſes opinion. *Twas upon this 
hopel preſſed the demand I had made unto Cyllenia, and when 1 had obtain'd the fa- 
vour I deſir'd, Icame intothe Garden, after 1 had premeditated what I would fay, and 
how I would behave myſelf. Here Arſaces making a little pauſe, Oroondates told him 
where his ſiſters recital had been interrupted, and then Arlaces went on with it on this 
manner, Since my Princeſs has told you the firſt words of our converſation, it will ſuf. 
fice me to let you know the reſt : After that by her command, I was riſen from my knee, 
I fixt my Eyes upon her face, and though ſhe out of reſentment, turn'd away hers from 
me, I forbore not to ſpeak to her in theſe terms. 

I ſhould not have deterr'd to obey you, Madam, but ſhould haveleft a Countrey, in 
which you no longer behold me but with indignation, if 1 could have done it withour 
deceiving a perſon, who heretofore was worthy of your friendſhip, and who honour'd 
me particularly with his ; I have taken the charge upon me, to let you know what is be- 
come of him, and to draw you by the relation of his Adventures, out of a great many 
diſcontents, wherein the ignorance of them may baveretain'd you. Bur before I tell 
youthe name of that illuſtrious pn, be pleaſed Madam to behold a pledge he gave me 
of his friendſhip, and perhaps the ſight of it will prepare yeu to lend more credit to my 
diſcourſe. Ar theſe words, Brother, I ſhew'd her a Ring which you had beſtow'd upon 
me,and which you had received from her ſelf.It was a ſtone of very great price,and luiter, 
upon which two hearts were ingraven, tied together many ſeveral ways with certain 
bands, andin the Greek Tongue this word, I»ſeparable. The Princeſs ſtruggled with 
her anger, to caſt her Eyes upon that Ring, and ſhe no ſooner ſaw it, but ſhe knew ic 
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immediately. Ah ! Arſaces (faid ſhe) this Ring was the Prince my Brothers. Yes M 
dam, (reply'd I) and *twas from him that I receiv'd it. O Gods ! (cry'd the Princek ) - 
what part of the world was it you knew him, and what news do you bring me of bn 2 
I can give youa very particular account (purſued 1) if you will allow me a fayourahl, 
hearing, I ſhall hearken diligently to you without doubt (ſaid Berenice) and you connce 
ingage my attention by a more plealing Entertainment, nor by any, wherein 1 can haye 4 
greater intereſt. O my deareſt Brother ! (continued ſhe with a tranſport of affe&ior ) 
what Province can retain you now, and how great is your inhumanity in abſenting your 
ſelf ſo long from thoſe, to whom your abſence1s a death ! Afrer this ſhort Exclamation 
ſhediſpoſed her ſelf to hear me, and to fatisfie her Expe&ation began thus. Before | 
tell you, Madam, in what place I had the honour to be known to Prince Oroondates. 
you will give me leave (omitting what concerns my ſelf tif the end of my narration) tg 
entertain you with his moſt important Adventures, and to make you acquainted with 
paſſages, whoſe recital without doubt will not be unpleaſing to you. Then 1 began to re. 
late your tirſt Encounter with the Queens, and Princeſſes of Perſia, in that Tent where 
you fay'd them from the violence of the Scythians; 1 told her the birth of your affeci. 
on ; the Encounter you had with Prince Artaxerxes in the ſame occaſion, your pene. 
rous uſage of him, andthe diſcourſe that paſſed between you, your parting, and your 
particular thoughts, till you diſ-incamped, and re-paſſed the Araxis. Having inſtrued 
her in the cauſe of your departure, which till then ſhe had been ignorant of, I related 
your Voyage into Perſia, your gallant entry into the Court; how you made your ſelf re. 
markable in the courſes, by diſmounting ſo many of the moſt noted Perſians, and how 
under the name of Orontes, you were known again by all Darius his family for their 
valiant Deliverer ; but I inlarg'd my ſelf more particularly than in all the reſt, upon the 
paſſages between you and Prince Artaxerxes, and deſiring to work ſome eiteem, and 
ſome affeRion in Berenice toward that Prince, 1 forgot modeſty to ſpeak things to his 
advantage, the recital whereof would have been very unſeemly in my mouth, if Jovehad 
not excuſed me. I heigthen'd the proofs he gave you of his friendſhip in termsthat 
might make him far more amiable than he is, and which cauſed the Princeſs to interrupt 
me, ſaying, What, Arlaces, was he whom you deſcribe to be ſo obliging, and ſo perfe& a 
friend to my brother, the ſame Prince that was ſlain in the Bartel of Selena > Even he 
himſelf (replied I) but make no reckoning of theſe his firſt Actions, ſince in his laſt, you 
without doubt will have more cauſe to think well of him, or atleaſt to abate part of that 
hatred you bear his family. Ah! (ſaid the Princeſs) how much am I afMicted for him, and 
how much you would have oblig'd me; Arſaces, if you had ſpared me the grief I feel 
for his untimely death ! After theſe words I proſecuted my Narration, but I did fo exap- 
gerate the affetion wherewith Artaxerxes receiv'd the diſcovery of Orontes to be 
Oroondartes,the paſſion wherewith he ſollicited his ſiſter in his behalf, the care he took to 
favour him in his love all manner of ways, and in ſhort, the laſt proofs he gave him of 
his affe&tion, as well in conteſting with him about chuſing ſides, as in what hedid, and 
ſuffer'd for his conſideration at the Battel, that when I came to make the Relation of his 
Death, the Princeſs prepoſleſled with the impreflions I had given her, could not forbear 
to ſhew how ſenſible ſhe was of it, and looking upon me with Eyes all drown'din 
tears, which a generous compaſſion made her ſhed ; Ah ! Arſaces, (ſaid ſhe) how cruel 
you are in — iven me ſo great an affection for a Prince whom you meant to kill 
I would it pleaſed the Gods he were alive, and that Oroondates by a good part of his 
Dominions, and even by a good part of my bloud, were able to requite his obligations 
to him. He was reſoly'd, Madam, (replied I coldly) to give him a more gloriousrecom- 
pence, and if you will give me leave, Iletell you, Madam, *twas by the glory of ſerving 
the Princeſs Berenice, he intended to repay Artaxerxes for the good offices he had done 
him to Statira. *Twas Artaxerxes,Madam,whom Oroondates had deſtin'd for you, and 
if that poor Prince had been ſo happy to make himſelf worthy of you, *twas by the hope 
of that double Alliance, he aim'd to ſettle peace between your fathers. How often did 
that Prince (flatter'd by the hopes he gave him, and in love with you already by the de- 
ſcription Araxes made) preſs Oroondates, to ſeek ſome way with him for the attaming 
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your Country, if he could have forſaken Oroondates in affairs wherein he believ'd him- 
elf neceſſary to him. Oroondates is now with Darius, belov'd of his Princeſs, and in a 
condition which would not be miſerable, if he were not mortally aMi&ed for the loſs of 
his dear friend and brother, He was (lain, poor Prince, but his fate is too happy, and too 
rious, ſince the recital of his Death has drawn tears from your fair Eyes, in ſpite of 
the hatred between your families; he was ſlain, becauſe the Gods knew that perhaps he 
was not worthy to live for you; and that you would have condemn'd both the intention 
of the Prince your brother,and the preſumption of Artaxerxes. His Eſtate is a thouſand 
times more fortunate by being dead in ſuch a condition as makes you to eſteem his me- 
mory, and to beſtow thoſe tears out of your compaſlion for his loſs, than if he had died 
ilty in your opinion, or if he had died for the expiation of ſuch a fault as that of Ar- 
gut Ler's not talk of the fault of Arſaces (ſaid the Princeſs interrupting me) it has no- 
thing to do with the fortune of Artaxerxes) for if that lovely Prince had had thoſe 
thoughts for me which my brother would have infuſed into him, he had been guilty of 
noother fault, but of having had too great a compliance for a friend, and of having 
blindly given his affe&tions to a Princeſs, that had not deſerv'd them. If I believ'd, Ma- 
dam, (replied 1, very glad to ſee her brought to the point I defir'4) that you really had 
thoſe inclinations towards Artaxerxes which you expreſs, without doubt I ſhould com- 
fort the trouble his death hath cauſed in you, and ſhould make his deſtiny ſo fortunate, 
thatthe moſt happy perſons in the world ſhould have reaſon to envy it. . What conſola. 
tion can you give| {aid the Princeſs | for loſſes that are irreparable, and if you ſhould tell 
methat my brothers fortunes at the higheſt point he ever could have hoped, what will 
that alter this poor Princes condition, fince in fine he is dead, and that our wiſhes cannor 
call him back into the world again. Ar theſe words I took courage, and raiſing the tone 
of my voice which my paſſion did extremely animate; But if Artaxerxes ſhould be a- 
live, [faid 1] if he ſhould be in Scythia, if he ſhould have ſeen you, if he ſhould have 
adored you, and did adore you ſtill with paſſions a thouſand times more violent than 
thoſe the Prince your brother indeavoured to inſpire him with ; to what puniſhment 
would you condemn his preſumption 2 Berenice aſtoniſh'd at this diſcourſe, look'd upon 
me without being able to reply, but I had not the power to conceal my ſelf any longer, 
and taking my time to fall at her feet while ſhe was in that trouble: Behold him, Madam, 
[continued I_] behold him, that happy, and that miſerable Prince, whoſe death has 
touch'd you, and whoſe life has diſpleaſed you ; either ceaſe to hate Arſaces, orelſe ceaſe 
tolove Artaxerxes ; the one cannot be innocent, ſo long as the other is guilty, and ſure 
the Gods did not fave an innocent Artaxerxes ; to make of him a guilty Arſaces. If 
Arſaces his paſſion has offended you, that of Artaxerxes is ſupported with the friend- 
ſhip, with the afliſtance, and with the inſpirations of Oroondates ; repay me ſome part 
of what I did for him, and ſince the Gods will not let me call him now to my relief, ſuf- 
fer meto make uſe of your friendſhip to him, and of his to me, to obtain your pardon 
for the offence I have committed. 1 am criminal, fince I have diſpleaſed you, but my 
crime is excuſable by the cauſe of it, nor have I any thing conſiderable in me, whereby I 
can merit of you in the leaſt degree except my crime ; if you look upon me as Darius 
his ſon, remember that Oroondates was the King of Scythia's, and moreover, remember 
that if 1 bethe ſon of Darius, I for your ſake abandon Darius, I abandon my deſolate 
Countrey, my captive Parents, nay, and I abandon even my honour it ſelf. Benot more 
obdurate in your hatred than Statira, and if to conquer your inclinations, Artaxerxes 
benot ſo worthy to be lov'd as Oroondates, let that defe& be ſupply'd by the greatneſs 
of his paſſion. I brought forth theſe words withour having the boldneſs to lift up my 
Eyes unto my Princefls face, . but when I had ended them, I tookthat liberty, and faw 
hers fixt upon the ground, with all the ſympromes of the greater aſtoniſhment a minde 
can poſlibly fall into. 1 waited in vain for an Anſwer from her, of a long time ſhe was 
not able to give me one, and when I had remain'd ſilent a great while expeRing it ; I 
ſee Madam, (purſued 1, of aſudden) that my temerity will have the ſucceſs I ever look'd 
for from it, and that Artaxerxes had done well to die as Arſaces, ſince the knowledge of 
histrue quality, is not any way able to leſſen his fault. No Madam, it is not jult thatthe 
King of Perfia's ſon, who has yet done nothing for the Princeſs Berenice, that can make 
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her loſe the inveteratenels of paternal hatred, ſhould hope for any mercy from her, and 
if Oroondates had better fortune in his affection to my litter, he was worthy of it both 
in regard of his ſervices, and of the merit'of his perſon. 1 will no more alleadpe his 
Example to eſtabliſh mine, but will onely make uſe of his friendſhipto me, to obtain 
your pardon for my offence. I for the expiation of it, wiH if youthink fit, go and expoſe 
the ſon of the King of Scythia's Enemy, to his Reſentment, and by his order, ] joytull 
willloſe a life, which the Gods have miraculouſly prolong'd, onely to make me ſpend 
the remainder of it ſo gloriouſly for your ſatisfaction ; it you diſapprove this kinde of 
puniſhment, my hand ſhall execute your will without = pe; and if ſuch objects 
arenot pleaſing to you, Ile go and ſeek your Reparation, and that I ow to mine own ho. 
nour, in falling by the Sword of conquering Alexander. Do but let me part from you 
Madam, with ; tokens of compaſtion, and if you think compaſlion too advantage. 
ous for me, let me part from you at leaſt with this conſolation, that *tis rather the War 
between our fathers, than the knowledge of Artaxerxes his paſſion that makes you hate 
him. During this ſecond diſcourſe, the Princeſs had timeto ſettle her ſelf again, yet not 
{o perfectly, but that in her face one might ſtill ſee all marks of a ſtrong amazement, At 
laſt ſhe raiſed her Eyes from off the Earth,where ſhe long had kept them fixt, and turn. 
ing them upon me with a very baſhfull Action, but ſuch an one as ſhew'd not ſo much 
Anger as Confuſion. ' O Artaxerxes, (ſaid ſhe) to what extreamity do youreduceme 
and how will you have me to explain my ſelf in the aſtoniſhment you have put mein 2 
Which way can a Princeſs of my condition receive declarations of love, without her fa. 
thers approbation 2 Which way can I receive the ſon of Darius, whoſe name is ſo odi. 
ous to my family ? but alſo what do I not ow to your Birth, and tothe qualities of your 
perſon, what do I not ow to your affection, whereof you give me ſuch dangerous proofs, 
and whatdo I not ow tothe remembrance of all you did tor Oroondates > She made 
ſtop at theſe words, as extremely penſive, and unreſolv'd, and the joy I felt in ſeeingher 
fo ' wry held mein a ſilence as great as hers. I with moſt paſſionate motions obſery'd 
the alterations of her countenance, which by little and little became more gentle, in the 
end, letting her ſelf ſink upon Cyllenia's ſhoulder, O Gods ! (cried ſhe) how harditis 
to reſiſt ſo many powers, and how little is Berenice capable of ingratitude ! Methinks 
(continued ſhe, having pauſed a while) this conteſtion ſhould be enough to ſatisfieyou, 
and that affuring you, I will conſider as I ought, the merit of your perſon, and that of 
your affe&tion, together with that of your high friendſhip toward my brother, you 
ſhould have nothing more to defire of me. No, (replied I, quite tranſported with joy) 
No, though 1 were the greateſt among all the Gods ; and my fortune, by a prodigious 
effe& of your goodneſ;,is far above allthe hopes I had conceiv'd. Riſe, Sir, I beſeech you 
(added the Princeſs) and pardon our ignorance thoſe faults it has madeus to commit 
againſt you. 1 was ſo firmly link'd unto her knees, that 1 was fain to be commanded ma- 
ny times before I could refolve to yield obedience; at laſt I was conſtrain'd, and by he 
ſame power I was forced to fit down by her, to relate which way my life was fav'd at the 
battel of Selena, and to tell her thoſe of my Adventures that were unknown to her. 1 
obey'd her with a ſatisfaction that can hardly be imagin'd, and fill'd my diſcourſe with ſo 
many marks, and ſo many circumſtances of my paſlion, that before I ended it, I found 
my Princeſs was not utterly inſenſible. Her inclinations naturally are milde, and piti- 
full, and without doubt *twas pity, and her friendſhip to the Prince her brother, that in- 
troduced an affection into her heart, which was not due to the merit of Artaxerxes. 
It was to that alone (interrupted Oroondates) that Berenice gave what will never bere- 
fuſed you by any body, nor could ſhe, I will not fay without ingratitude, and inſenſibili- 
ty, but even without ſtupidity defend her ſelf againſt ſo many admirable yr ſhe 
loy'd you before as Arſaces; but her ignorance of your condition, made her conceal 
from one unknown, what ſhe avow'd with honour to the greateſt Prince in all the world. 
This is not the difcourſe I expected from my dear brakes [replied Arfaces, out of 
countenance at Oroondates his words} but all things muſt be ſuffered from his friend- 
ſhip,and 1 may truly proteſt to him, ;that I ſhould make leſs account of the title of the 
oreateſt Prince in the world, than of that of Oroondates his friend. The company 0p- 
ſed the Anſwer Oroondates would have return'd to theſe words, and Arfaces went on 
thus with his Narration, I wil 
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1 will not repeat all the paſſages of our converſation, and it ſhall ſuffice me to tell 
-ou, that before we parted, my tair Princeſs made me know that my paſlion had not of- 
tended her, and permitted me to hope ſhe would not be inſenſible of it. 1 went away 
with Raptures ot contentment, which cannot be comprehended bur by thoſe that have 
felt the like, and my diſquiets tor the miſeries of our Houſe were ſo ſwallow'd up by ſuch 
an extraordinary happineſs, that I had ſcarce ſo much as a remembrance of them left. 
As ſoon as I ſaw Theodates, I made him acquainted with my fortune, and he was touch'd 
with it in ſuch manner, that he could hardly have appear'd more joyfull at what had 
moſt nearly concern'd his own. He ſtrengthen'd me in my hopes by diſcourſes upon 
that ſubje&; and in concluſion he pleaſingly perſwaded me that by my Princeſſes good- 
neſs, and your aſliſtance, my fortune might become like yours, though our perſons were 
very different. O Gods ! with what contentment did | cheriſh thoſe ſweet hopes, and 
what thanks did I not return to my wounds, and to my captivity ! Ah liberty gloriouſly 
loſt ! [ aid I] Ah bloud of Artaxerxes molt fortunately ſpilt, how ſhall I grudge your 
loſs, fince it has _— me ſo great Advantages ! O Empires of Darius, how little 
conſiderable is the poſſeſſion of you, in reſpect of the poſſeſſion of my Princeſs, and 
how light is the ory of commanding Nations, in reſpe& of the glory of obeying Be- 
renice ! I ſpoke theſe words, and many others, being tranſported with a joy which was 
obſerv'd in me by my friends, and they who a few days before had ſeen me with a lan- 
guiſhing dejected face, wonder'd to finde ſo great, fo ſudden an alteration. The next 
time that I ſaw my Princeſs, ſhe appear*d out of countenance for the favour ſhe had 
granted me ; yet did ſhe not expreſs that ſhe intended to repent her ſelf, but by moſt 
charming confirmations, ſettled me in the hope of my felicity, and promiſed me in the 
preſence of Cyllenia, that none of thoſe that pretended to her affeRion, ſhouldever ob- 
tain any thing to my prejudice, and that ſhe would contribute towards my happineſs, 
whatſoever 1 could hope for from a virtuous Princeſs, 1 defir'd no more, and well might 
fay, I then had been in a condition, that deſery'd the envy of the moſt fortunate per- 
ſons, if my felicity had not been troubled by the fad —_— of the miſeries of my 
Countrey, and by the feay of thoſe Reproches I might apprehend. Thy father | ſaid I to 
my ſelf) has already loſt two Battels, the better part of his Dominions 1s in the power of 
his Enemy, thy mother and thy ſiſters are Captives to a young Conquerour, who carries 
them ſhamefully along in triumph, and perhaps thou art upon the very point of loſing 
the greateſt Empire ot the world, and canſt thou lie buried here in love, and canſt thou 
have other thoughts than thoſe of ſerving thy father in this wretched condition, to 
which fortune has reduc'd him, of delivering thy ſo near friends from ſlavery, of ſaving 
thy Countrey, and of faving thy Reputation 2 Bur | ſaid I again preſently after ] can I 
be able to leave Berenice in the beginning of my happineſs, and of my gallant hopes, 
and can I quit a fortune, which perhaps my abſence may make me loſe for ever > *Tis 
no matter, | added 1, aſham'd of that laſt refletion | let us ſave our Reputation, though 
with the loſs of all the reſt ; we would prefer Berenice before the conſervation of our 
Dominions, before the love we bear our friends, but we muſt prefer our honour before 
Berenice, or rather we will preſerve our honour, chat we may not be unworthy of Bere- 
nice. This indeed was my Reſolution, bur I could not bring my ſelf to it without moſt 
violent conflicts. My Princeſs, who knew the Eſtate of Perſia, and that of our Family 
did out of her goodneſs ſuffer with me in my affliction, and took an intereſt in our mi 
fortunes, with inclinations very different from thoſe of the King her father, and of all 
the reſt of Scythia. She judg'd very well that I could not ſtay in Scythia without ſhame, 
and though ſhe then expreſt that my abode there was not unpleaſing to her, and my de- 
parture not indifferent ; yet was ſhe too full of reaſon to oppoſe a determination, which 
lo preſſing a neceſſity made me take, or to deſire proofs from my affetion, which 
might redound to my diſhonour. After that 1 had her conſent for my departure,and that 
by the aſliſtance of Theodares, I had taken ſuch order as was neceſſary about it, I repre- 
ſented to the King the neceſlity thatepull'd me from his ſervice for a little time, and 
begg*d leave of him to ſpend a few moneths in viſiting my Countrey, in thoſe miſeries 
wherewith it was oppreſſed. The King gave ear unto my ſuit with trouble, and teſtified 
his affection to me by the difficulties he made in granting methe liberty I demanded ; he 
Qqqqqq 2 did 
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did all he poſſibly could to ſtay me, offered me the moſt important Offices of the State 
and promiſed to exalt me to ſuch a height, that my condition ſhonld be look'd upon with 
envy by the chieteſt perſons of the Kingdom ; but theſe conſiderations were too weak 
to hold me, ſincethat of Berenice had not been ſtrong enough. - Sir (faid 1) the leaſt 1 
ow unto my miſerable Country, is to viſit it in its extreme calamities, I have triends, and 
kindred there, to whom I am bound in duty tolend my aſſiſtance, and I here amuſeleg 
for your Majeſties ſervice; I would not leave you if there were any occaſion to imploy 
me in it, and Ile come back again before this year be at an end, if death or impriſonment 
detain menot. I uſed many other Reaſons, which at laſt won his conſent unto my Jour. 
ney, after he had made me reiterate my promiſe of returning as ſoon as poſlibly j could. 
When I had obtain'd his iffion, and that I had taken my leave of a great many 
friends, whom my good | Wa had gain'd me in the Court of Scythia, I paid my re. 
ſpeRs unto my Princeſs, Onely Theodates and Cyllenia were admitted to our Enter. 
rainment, and we wanted no pretences to cover that ſecret converſation: O Gods! 
how were my ſorrows ſweetned, when I ſaw Tears in the Eyes of my fair Princeſs, and 
how great conſolation did I receive from her charming words, which affur'd me that] 
was not indifferent to her, and that I was not afflicted alone for our ſeparations ! I de. 
part from yon, Madam, (faid Ito her) becauſe my cruell deſtiny ordains it fo, andthat 
you would have a juſt occaſion to repent the favour you bave ſhewn me, if Icouldin. 
dure tolive with infamy ; but this hard neceſſity, which drags my body our of Scythia, 
cannot pull away my heart from thence ſo much as for a moment, and in the remoteſt 
places of all Perſia, Arſaces never can'be far from you. I go full of reſentment againſt 
the Uſurper of our Dominions, the Murtherer of our ſubjeRts, and the Perſecutor of 
our Family, but Iam more incenſed againſt the Enemy of my Repoſe, and againſt the 
Enemy that ſeparates me from my Princeſs ; this effe& of his hatred, is more bitter tome 
than all the reſt, and arms me againſt him with a more lawfull Anger ; if it pleaſe the 
Gods I fall under his victorious Arms, I ſhall at leaſt have this glory before my death, 
that I was owned by Berenice ; and if they ſuffer me to return hither a Conquerour, or 
deveſted of Empire, Ile bring back the remnant of my life, be it what it may, and lay it 
at her feer, as a tribute due to her alone ; each Moment of this cruell abſence will bean 
Ageto me, and an Age of moſt ri Torments ; but if you beſtow any of them 
upon the remembrance of Arfaces, his ſorrows, which _ bring him to his Grave, 
will loſe part of their force, and that knowledge will comfort me in my diſaſterswith a 
moſt 1 conſolation. I ſhall receive no ſmall one by the ſight of my dear brother, 
and if the Gods be pleaſed that I yer may finde him with Darius, the miſeries of my 
condition will be 2bated, and 1 ſhall give him an account of your friendſhip toward him, 
and of what you have done for me, out of his conſideration. Then if the Heavens 
permit, wee'l return together into Scythia, and I by his interceſſion will beg the conti- 
nuance of this felicity, which mine Enemies have interrupted. In the mean time, O moſt 
lovely Princeſs, give me bur an aſſurance from your fair mouth, whereby I may pretend 
to the glory of _ remembrance, and hope by your command, that this tyrannousab- 
ſence, though ir baniſh me our of Scyrthia, baniſhes me not out of your memory. I will 
remember you for ever, (faid the Princels, Sy away ſome obliging tears) and what 
diſtance ſoever ſeparates us, you ſhall never be abſent from Berenices minde ; Idea's that 
are not eaſily ſettledin it, are not eaſily to be blotted our of it; and in ſhort, youre 
too conſiderable to me all manner of ways, to fear that I can forget you, ſo long as you 
remember me. GoArfaces,fince whether we will or no,there is a neceſlity of it;Go where 
you are call'd by Reaſons which I cannot oppoſe, but how great ſoever your reſentment 
15 againſt Alexander, forget not that I deſire your Return, that I injoyn it you by all the 
you have given me over you,and that you cannotthruſt your ſelf into 
Cages without purting your ſelf in hazard of diſobeying me, of diſpleaſing me, and 
fince (in ſpite of modeſty I muſt confeſs it to you) of making me extremely unfortunate. 
O Arſaces ! (cried 1) O Artaxerxes! how happy #® thy fate, and how few Enemies will 
there be that can oppoſe thy Return, while thou art animated by theſe glorious hopes ! 
Well, Madam, (continued I, kneeling down\before her, and _ one of her fairhands, 


upon which by the indulgence ſhe had toward me in that occafion, I held my lips faſt 
ciment 
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cimented a good while) fince you do me favours which are above the lawfull hope of all 
| menliving, I ſhould be much coo blame if I could defire more, andif 1 could tear that 
the perſecutions of Arſacomes, andthe credit of Stratonice, could ſhake the courage of 
my Princeſs. Her promiſes put me into ſecurity, and *tis to her goodneſs that 1 abandon 
alife, which ſhall never depend but upon ber alone. I ſaid many other things, which 
time has raced out of my memory, and after I had receiv'd all the modeſt teſtimonies of 
affection I could demand, I took my leave, yet not with ſo much conſtancy, but that my 
ief broke forth into ſeveral Actions, which upon another occaſion, and for another 
je than Berenice, would have pafled for very great weakneſſes : This conſolation I 
had, that my Princeſs did not appear inſenſibte, and that ſhe accompanied the forrow 
that tranſported me, with many tears, and many ſigns of her compaſſion. I parted 
from her on this manner,and being retired with Theodates,[ prepar'd my ſelf to go from 
Iſedon the next morning by break of day. Generous Theodates, whoſe virtue truly 
isone of the higheſt, and moſt conſiderable of this Age, perſiſted in the Deſign of ac- 
companying me in my Voyage, but I would not conſent to it, and knowing how uſefull 
he might be to me by being near Berenice, during my abſence, I pray'd him to continue 
inthe Court : He was the onely man to whom I was known in Scythia, the onely man 
that knew the love I borethe Princeſs, the onely man whom Berenice could truſt, and 
the onely man by whoſe means I could hear from her. Theſe Reaſons which I repreſent- 
edto him, oblig'd himto ſtay behinde, m_— he might do me a great deal more ſer- 
vicethere than by going with me. Yet would he not leave me till I was come to the Ha- 
ven of Hypoleop, where I intended to imbarque upon the Euxine Sea, to enter into 
Perſia by the way of Byzantium. We departed therefore from Iſſedon taking our way 
toward thoſe Provinces of Scythia which are waſh'd by the Boriſthenes, and after many 
days journeys without any conſiderable Encounter, we arriv'd at the Haven where we 
wereto part. We could not do it without many tears on both ſides, and I was ſo ſenſi- 
ble of the obligations I had tothat noble Prince, that Icould not leave him without an 
exceſſive trouble. Dear Theodates (ſaid I) your Priſoner is going away upon his Parole ; 
hut he will return if the Gods permit, and for his Ranſom will offer you all the Domi- 
nions of the King his father, and this life which you ſo generouſly have acquired to 
your ſelf. Sir (replyed Theodates)I value not Empires in reſpe& of the friendſhip where- 
with you honour me,and whereof you have given me ſuch real proofs by mine own ſafe- 
ty, and what command ſoever you ſhould lay upon me, I could never be ableto leave 
you, if I were not uſefull ro your ſervice in this Countrey. Theſe words were mutually 
accompanied with Endearments, which at laſt our parting forc'd us to break off. I took 
but a very ſmall Train along with me, compoſed of fuch ſervants as I had receiv'd from 
Theodates, who had made triall of their fidelity, and believ'd that 1 might ſafely truſt 
them. 1 imbarqued aboard a Veſſel which had been got ready by Theodates his orders, 
and which was to make the ſhorteſt and ſecureſt cut into Afia, Having hoiſed fail, we 
began our Voyage very quietly ; the ſea had never been more calm than at that time, 
but my minde was far from injoying ſuch tranquility, and our ſhip was much leſs toſſed 
with waves, than my heart was - my reſtleſs, cruel thoughts; the abſence of Berenice, 
and the deſolation of our Family, came both at once into my minde, yet neither could 
finde a Room there, without giving me equal matter of affliction. Alas, | faid TI | per- 
haps at this very moment, Berenice, by the cruell command of the King her father, is 
compell'd to receive the affe&tion of Arſacomes; Alas, | continued I] perhaps this very 
day Darius fights his lateſt Battel, and with it loſes the remainder of his Dominions. O 
Gods, | cried [7] muſt I leave Berenice, and abandon her' to the mercy of the Enemies 
of our Houſe, and of my particular Enemies ? O Gods, [ ſaid I again | muſt Darius fall, 
with all that belong to him, without receiving aſliſtance trom his own ſon ? I ſpent ſome 
days in this agitation of my thoughts ; but in the end I was with-drawn from it by a 
cruell Encounter which hindred the effec of all my Reſolutions; and cauſed part of that 
ſhame, which 1 am not able to blot out. *T was very unadviſedly done of us to go by the 
way of Byzantium, and we were not inform'd that the Byzantians with the Governour 
Zopirio, and they of Pontus with their Governour Arimbas, bad of late begun to make 
Excurſions at ſea, and to uſe the Scythians that fell into their hands with all manner of 
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ARs of Hoſtility. In effe&, there was no War declared between the Scythians and them 
and *twas ' onely covetouſnels that inſpir'd Zopiriv, and his brother Arimbas with a de. 
ſign of Pyracy, robbing Paſſengers, taking Priſoners, and ſeeking means to inrich them. 
hes by ſuch ſhametull, barbarous ways. I had the ill fortune to be incountred by them 
and when we leaſt thought of any ſuch matter, we faw our ſelves aſſaulted by eight preat 
ſhips which ſurrounded us on every ſide, and depriv'd us of all means to defend our 
ſelves; yet did 1 do as much as poſlibly I could, and both by my words and example 
would have incourag'd thoſe that were with me to make reſiſtance, but their weakneſ 
diſhearten'd them ſo, that *rwas impoſlible for me to make them take Arms apainſt 
reat a number of Enemies. The Thracians came aboard us on every ſide, and though j 
Ecfended my ſelf with courage enough, and laid ſome of the boldeſt of them at my teer 
I was ſo inviron'd, and ſo oppreſſed with multitude, that all my refiſtance wasto no pur. 
poſe. They ſei z'd upon me behinde, threw me down, and diſarm'd me, and I think thoſe 
ſavage Enemies, exaſperated by the death of their companions, would have taken awa 
my life, but that they fear'd to diſpleaſe him that commanded them, who beliey'd he 
ſhould get a conſiderable Booty by taking me. I was bound, andYarried before Arim. 
bas who commanded thoſe ſhips ; he found ſomething in my face that oblig'd him to uſe 
me a little leſs cruelly than he intended, or than his cuſtome was, and having look'd y 
on me with ſome ſhew of wonder ; Either (faid he) thou loy'ſt thy life bur little, orelſe 
thou art the boldeſt of all men living, in having dared to ſtand upon thy defence alone 
againſt ſo great a number of Enemies. 1 never was thine Enemy that I know of, [an. 
ſweredT, without being daunted at his words | and 1am call'd </ ſuch preſſing commands 
of honour, to places whither thou ſtopp'ſt my paſſage, that if thou art generous, thou 
without doubt wilt reſtore me to my liberty. *Tis not from Barbarians jp Arim- 
bas ] thatthe Greeks need to learn — never hope for the liberty thou de. 
mand'ſt, bur believe*ris no ſmall favour to let thee live, after thou haſt ſo well deſery'd 
to die, for having kill'd my men, and for having ſo raſhly made oppoſition. I ſaw very 
well there wasno thought of working upon him by a ſenſe of honour, and fol pre- 
ſently rried another way ; I am not thy Priſoner in a fair War, [ ſaid I | but if my liberty 
can be bought with treaſure, 1 promiſe thee ſo much, that thou hardly canſt deſire more, 
and | ingage my honour with my word, that if thou wilt free me, Jle ſend thee a Ranſom 
that would be conſiderable enough tor one of the greateſt Princes in the world. Theſe 
words which I ſpoke very imprudently, wrought a very different effe&t from what Iho- 
ped, and werein part the cauſe of my long captivity. Arimbas believ'd either by my 
words, or by ſome other tokens that I was no ordinary perſon, and upon that belief 
propoſing exceſſive Recompences to himſelf, he was gladder of his Prize, and morecare- 
tullco keep me than before. Theſe Treaſures thou promiſeſt me, | anſwered he ] may re- 
gain thy _ but hope not to obtain it upon thy word, for thou ſhalt ſtay with us till 
thou procure thy Ranſom thou haſt « apy At theſe words he commands themto un- 
binde me, bur he made me be carried into a Cabin with Guards that ſuffer'd me notto 
ſtir out of it. The next day we put intoa harbour of the Province whereof he was Go- 
vernour for Alexander, and near unto a Town called Synopa, 1 was impriſon'd in a 
Caſtleunder a very ſtrict Guard ; they left me ſome of thoſe ſervants I had receiv'd 
from Thad, the reſt, and all they that were taken with us, were kept as ſlaves. Do 
bur judge, dear brother, and you dear friends, in what condition I was by a captivity ſo 
unſeaſonable, and ſo contrary to the Reſolutions I had taken ; truly I was even liketo 
have died with grief; and when I had in vain attempted many ſeveral ways to recover my 
liberty, 1 was upon the very point of killing my ſelf with my own hand. What, [ ſaid] 
ſhall | neither ſuccour Darius, nor ſee the Princeſs Rerenice? O Gods! if you woul 
not ſuffer metd afliſt my father, why did you not let me enjoy the ſight of my Princels ; 
and if you needs would have me to keave Berenice, why do you not permit me toſerve 
Darius tothe laſt drop of that bloud I ow him ; ſince I muſt not have both thoſe happ - 
neſſes together, why will you not atleaſt afford me the conſolation of one of them? Ah 
no, I ſee you mean to overwhelm me equally with grief and ſhame, and not being fatil- 
fied that I die with ſorrow for parting with my Princeſs, you will have me die allo with 
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drawing Sword in their defence. Theſe were my ofdinary meditations, and in theſe cruell 
thoughts i could finde no manner of conſolattoti-Either let Arimibas kill me [ ſai& Tto my 
Keepers] or ler him ſer me at liberty ; in the condition of my fortttne,” captivity is worſe 

tome than death it ſelf, and I ſhall be leſs his Enemy, if he diſpatch me out of the way, 

than if he keep me any longer. All theſe words wereto no purpoſ&;#9d Arimbits ſeht me 
no other Anſwer, but that when he ſaw thoſe Treaſures for my Ranſomn,which 1 kad tnade 
him hope for at my being taken, he would gift me my libertie, -and not before '-This 
cruell obſtinacy of Arimbas drove me into defpair ; 1 had none about me but Scythian, 
ſervants, who could do me no ſervice with Darius, where they were not at all acquainted, 
and ro whom alſo I was unwilling to declare the truth of my birth. To diſcover it to 
Arimbas was a great deal more unfit, he was both a ſubjeR, and a'creature of 'Alexan- 
ders, and if he had known me to be Darius his ſon, my captivitie would certainly have 
been as long as my life. In theſe conſiderations all [ could do, wasto imploy all my cou- 
rageto take a little patience, and hope that the Gods, who had then- declar'd themſelves 
Enemies to our houſe, would mitigate their anger, and leſſen the hatred they ex 

againſt Darius his miſerable family. *Twas in that place, dear friends, I lingred/out my te- 
dious daies, while you were tighting for my intereſts, and *rwaS&in that Priſon I ſaw a 
whole year run out, which ſeem'd longer to me than all the reſt of my life. O Darius, 
[cried 1 often_] by what a _ diſaſter art thou abandon'd- by thy ſon in thy cruell 

misfortunes ? wretched man that he is, he can givethee no manner of alliſtance. but is re- 

duced to ſerve thee onely with his wiſhes, while Oroondates _ without queſtion by 

thy ſide, and ingages himſelf in thy miſeries with more affeRipn, than he could in what 

moſt nearly concern'd himſelf. O my deareſt brother, [continued I] why am'I not with 
younow, and why can I not at leaſt keep you company in thoſe dangers you ſo nobly run 
into for my ſake? From theſe thoughts which my dutie inſpired me with, I fell into thoſe 

my love ſuggeſted, and out of the grief which was cauſed in nie bythe former, into the 
rage occaſioned by the later, Burt ſhall 1 never'ſee you again, Berenice, [cried I, quite 
tranſported | .and will not the Gods, (who for ſome offences are exaſperated againſtthe 
Houſe of Perſia ) be contented that I loſe' rily inheritance}, that I loſe my neareſt 
friends, that I loſe the King my father, and thatTloſe mine honour with them, unleſs I 
loſe Berenice alſo? Iliv'd on this manner, buried in the depth of my ſorrows, when by 
thereport of them that kept me, they receiv'd a moſt intolerable furchage ; They told 

menews of poor Darius, but alas, the ſaddeſt that yet had come unto mine ear; I heard 

that having march*d izom Babylon with three hu thouſand fighting men, he had 
given Alexander Battel near Arbella, with the ſame ſucceſs as he in the two former ones, 
that he had loſt the greareſt part of his men, atid with them the hope of maintaining his 
Dominions, being reduc'd to ſeek his ſafetie in a ſad Retreat, witha very ſmall remnant 
of his forces ; that it was believ'd he had taken the way toward Media, but in ſo weak a 
condition, ©©at no body thought he ever would-be able to raiſe a ſufficient power to 
diſputethe Empire of Aſia any longer againſt Alexander. Oh, Brother, how infinitely 
did this woiull news torment me, and how great need T had of all my courage, to keep 
me from ſinking under ſo heaviean aflition ! O Darius, (cried 1) why can I not be 
with thee in thy flight ar leaſt, ſince I could not accompany thee in the Battel ; I would 
ſtrive to comfort thee in thy misfortunes, and not —_ been able to fight for the con- 
ſervation of thy Empire, I would fight at leaſt for the ſafety of thy perſon. Then Bro- 
ther, as all fatal objeRs repreſented themſelves to my remembrance, I was afraid leaſt 
you ſhould be in the number of thoſe, whom Alexanders happie deſtinie had cauſed to 
tall under the Macedonian Armies, and in this thought, after having given you a floud of 
tears, I wiſh'd with all my heart to have been in your place,to have receiv'd your wounds, 
andto have contributed to the preſervation of your life by the loſs of mine own. I 

ſhould never have done, if 1 ſhould relate all my diſcontents at harge, but Ile ſhorten 
the recital of them as much as poſſibly I can. A whole year was already run out from 
the'day that I was taken, when both in the face, and Actions of the Captain of the 
Caſtle, who was the chief Commander of thoſe that had me in cuſtody, 1 perceiv'd an 
extraordinary affection, and a very great compaſſion of my misfortunes. He naturally 
had a loveto virtue, and had reſiſted thoſe inclinations, out of a ſenſe of his dutiero 
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Arimbas, but in the end, having ſeen how unjuſtly he detain'd me, and having found 
ſomething in my , which Taupe worthieas his affection, he reſoly'd tomake 
uſe of his power for my deliverance, believing he ſhould not be very faultie in giving a 
man his ibertie, from whom it had not been taken by any right of War. With this de. 
ſign coming to me one day when I was exremely deſde by the remembrance of our 
laſt loſſes ; Sir, (faid heto me) comfort your ſelf, your Captivitie ſhallnot bemuch 
longer, and your virtue has found a perſon us, who both can diſcern it, and will 
hazard hi to ſerve it ; Though 1 was exceedingly ſurpriſed at this diſcourſe, I could 
not ſuſpe&t that man of any ill deſign, and judging that my condition could not he 
worſethan it was already, I believ'd I otight not to negle& any way that might be for the 
recovering of my libertie. O Crinan (gnoveves I) how mercifull you will A if youuſe 
your indeavours to help me, both Gods and men will recompence your goodneſs, and 1 
am of ſuch qualitie, that I dare ſay your condition will be better with me than with 
Arimbas. d upon the aſſurance I give you (replied Criton) that you ſhall not be 
long a Priſoner, and truſt to me for the management of the buſineſs. 1willtruſt you al. 
waies (ſaid I) both with my life and libertie, and I proteſt to you, that I would not ex. 
poſe you to any danger for their conſervation, if in the preſent eſtate of my affairs, m 
eternal ſhame were not link'd to my captivity. Criton would hold no longer diſcourl 
with me-at that time, for fear of giving ſome ſuſpicion of his deſign ; but within a few 
daies after he effected it very happily, and having made thoſe of my Guard drunk, whom 
he had leaſt confidencein, when they were faſt aſleep, he came with the reſt into my 
chamber inthe dead of night, and, bringing Arms for me, and for the two Scythians 
that ſerv'd me, he took the Keies of the Caſtle, and let us out withour any difficultie, 
then getting upon good Horſes which he had cauſed to be held in a readineſs about a 
hundred paces fromthe Gate, he reſolv'd to follow my fortune, having by that Aion 
loſt all hope of favour with Arimbas.. 

When I ſaw my ſelf at libertie, I felt all the joy my ſad condition could be capable of, 
and receiv'd a ſweet conſolation by the hope I had that I ſhould give my father the laſt 
aſſiſtance, he could hope for from his ſon ia the downfall of his Houſe. I promiſed Cri- 
ton that I would not be ingratefull for the | ar office he had done me, and that I would 
reward him ſo well for it, :that he never ſhould have occaſion to repent himſelf. We 
took our Journey toward Media, whither they faid Darius was retreated, andtravelled 
all the remainder of thar firſt night with ſo much ſpeed, that before break of day, we 
were gotten far enough, not to tear falling any more into the power of Arimbas; yet 
did we avoid the great High-waies fo long as we were in the Province he commanded, 
but when once we were out of it, we rode with leſs apprehenſion, and I for my part 
with ſome hope of ſeeing the Reliques of our deſolate Houſe again, and with an ardent 
deſire, either to diſputethe Empire yet with Alexander, or to give up my life to his pre- 
vailing fortune, He ſhall die, (ſaid I tp my ſelf) that injuſt Conquerour, that wrongful 
Uſurper of our Dominions ſhall either fall, or kill Artaxerxes with that hand, which has 
been the deſtruction of all our Familie. Perhaps he is not immortal, though hitherto he 
have been invincible, nor are we perhaps ſo utterly forſaken by the Gods, but that 
we may pull a ViRorie out of his hands, which the cowardly, effeminate Perſians have ſo 
faintly diſputed with him ; doubtleſs thou wert valiant enough, poor Darius, totrample 
down that Enemie, if thou hadſt commanded more generous Forces, and nothing but 
their want of courage has made thee loſe an Empire, which is not much to be lamented, 
ſince it extended it ſelf over none but ſuch mean ſpirited people.. Perchance there 
are yet ſome corners of thy vaſt Territories, where thou mayelt finde men that will ſhew 
themſelves more truly to be men, and *tis with them that Artaxerxes may poſlibly regain 
part of thy loſſes, and blot our part of thy diſhonour. This thought had hardly given 
mea little comfort, when preſently I fell into a conſideration of the eſtate I then was in, 
and to my.confuſion ſaw thoſe ridiculous hopes all vaniſh in a moment. Ah weak, abu- 
ſed Artaxerxes (ſaid I again)* with what fond imaginations doſt thou flaiter thy ſelf? 
Thou thinkeſt not of therevolution of thy fortune, thou conſider'ſt not that thou haſt 
loſt all, that thou haſt no Countrey left to defend, and that thou haſt no men left to op- 


poſe that Conquerour, whom thy Father with innumerable thouſands, and mo ” 
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whole Forces united was not able to reſiſt;ſtifle,ah ſtifle theſe vain hopes,and limit them 
all within the deſign of either making Alexanders perſon to run ſome hazard, or of bury- 
ing thy ſelf in the Ruines of thy Fanuhe. Theſe were the thoughts wherewith | was tor- 
mented ; but O Gods, O Gods, they quickly yielded place to tar more cruell ones, and 
ſcarce had I travell'd three daies journey, when 1 ſaw both my Voyage bounded, and my 
deſigns orethrown by the dolefull news of poor Darius his death. 1 heard that lamenta- 
bleend, alas, and*tis with ſhame that I confeſs I heard it without dying. They told me 
how that great, and much to be deplored Prince was fallen by the horrible perfidiouſneſs 
of his own ſubjects, and had given up both lite, and Emyireto his Enemie. Although 
this fad Relation did not abſolutely kill me, yet certainly it put me into a condition little 
different from death, and Criton with the reſt that accompanied me, ſaw me in ſuch a 
caſe, as made them believe they had unprofitably hazarded themſelves to ſerve me. The 
recital of thoſe ſwownings I fell into atthis fatal narration, of my ſighs, of my tears, 
and of my mournfull complaints, would but wearie you, and be very difficult for me to 
make, all that ſorrow, for the loſs of a father who had moſt dearly lov'd me, whoſe per= 
ſon was exceeding great and amiable, for that of a mother who went a while before him, 
and who ended her life in her captivitie, for that of an Empire, which might almoſt be 
call'd the Empire of the world, added to my ſhame of having done nothing tor them, of 
not having ſhed one drop of bloud for their conſervation, and of not having given 
them any of thoſe aſliſtances which they receiv*d trom the meaneſt of their Allies, can 
roduce in the moſt tender ſoul, imprinted it ſelf ſo violently in mine, that it was like to 
Lon ſeparated it from my bodie, and I may well proteſt to you before all the Gods, that 
nothing but the remembrance of Berenice kept me from my grave, and hindred me from 
going then to ſeek them after their death, whom I had ſo ignominiouſly abandoned du- 
ringtheir life. Thou now art free (ſaid 1) glorious Arſaces, now thou art free, thou no 
longer haſt any Father to aſliſt, thou no longer haſt any Countrey to defend, or to ſay 
better, thou no longer haſt any honour to preſerve ; all things contribute now to thy re. 
poſe ; but O Gods, how much were the moſt cruell deaths to be;preferr'd before this re- 
poſe, and how much better had it been for thee, to have been really {lain in the Battel of 
felena, than to have ſhamefully out-liv'd Darius, and to have ſcen the ruine of th 
Houſe with ſo much indifferencie ; what a horrible reproach to thee, is the bloud of ſo 
many thouſand men as loſt their lives in thy Quarrell ; thou wert fighting againſt the 
Nomades, while the Perſians fell under the Macedonian Arms, and thou wert ſighing ar 
Berenice's feet, while thy Mother, thy ſiſters, and all thy familie; lay {ighing under the 
chains of fortunate Alexander ! O ſhame, which all the bloud ot Arlaces can never be 
able to waſh out ; O baſeneſs, which all my love to Berenice can never beable to excuſe ! 
I tormented my ſelf on this manner in my bed, whither my ſorrow had confin'd me, and 
where my griet was ſo extremely violent, that it had put me into a Feaver for many 
daies. After I had deplored my misfortunes, in the moſt mournfull terms my miſerie 
could ſuggeſt, and that I had ſpent ſome daies in lamentations, I began to think whar I 
ſhould reſolve to do with my ſelf. Shall I not go (faid I) and finde out Alexander in the 
middeſt of his victorious Forces, which triumph over our diſaſters ; and fince the anger 
of the Gods has ſo decreed, that I no longer have men to give him Battel, ſhall nor go 
and execute with my hand alone, what © of my condition, and the loſs of 
our Dominions will not ſuffer me to do at the head of an Army 2 Since l cannot re- 
venge Darius by the bloud of the Macedonians, ſhall I not revenge him by the bloud of 
Alexander, and if Idie inthe attempt, ſhall I not bear my friends company, with the 
leaſt ſhame that I can poſlibly undergo > Shall I not run (faid I again) after that Parri- 
cide Beſſus, and ſhall I not make my way through the middeſt of thoſe faithleſs Mon- 
ſters that take part with him, to pierce with a thouſand wounds the ingratefull and dif 
loyal heart of that horrible Murtherer of his King > Is not thar the firſt ſatisfaction I 
ow unto my fathers ghoſt, and can I, while Befſus and Narbazanes are alive, have other 
thoughts than thoſe of the rigorous puniſhments that are due to their perfidious [rea- 
lon? But, O Gods, (concluded 1) ſhall I never ſee Berenice more, and if (asitis very ' 
probable) 1 fall in one of theſe Enterpriſes, ſhall I die without giving my Princeſs the . 
laſt aſſurances of my ridelity 2 Shall I have loſt my neareſt friends, my Countrey, my 
Rrrrrr Reputation, 
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Reputation, ſhall I have loſt all for her uprofitably > Having propoſed no other fruit. no 
other conſolation.to my ſelf for ſo many misfortunes for that alone, ſhall 1 loſe ir allo 
with the reſt; and ſhall I have oblig'd that lovely Princeſs, to give me marks of an af 
fe&tion which ought ro be more dear to me than the poſſeflion of all Afia onely ul 
abandon her forever? This laſt thought put me into a perplexity, which for a lon 
time made me incapable of taking any Reſolutions, Sor | repreſented motives to me 
which were powerfull enough to withdraw me from thoſe I had propoſed before. 
Alexander (faid 1) is a generous Enemy, who has profecuted the ruine of thy Houſe 
onely by glorious waies, and doſt thou think of murthering him ſhamefully, why open. 
ly, and at the ſwords point makes himſelf maſter of the whole Earth by his valour alone . 
yes, of murthering him, for unleſs thon march againſt him by an open War, thou canſt 
not procure any fatisfattion from his ſingle perſon, but by an Afſaſſinat; thou canſt 
not hope for an equal combat with him, for though he ſhould. be ſo generous as to orant 
it to thy quality, and to thy juſt Reſentments, he never will be able to make thoſe that are 
about him conſent to it, amongſt whom there are many thouſands that would fave him 
from that danger by hazarding themſelves: thou canſt not therefore execute thy ven. 
geance by any means but ſuch as are moſt ignominious, and perhaps that without 
efteing it, thou ſhalr die in a Gelign, which will be moſt unworthy of the memory of 
Darius his ſon, and which will blaſt ir with a perpetual infamy. If thou run after thoſe 
Parricides, *tis true that againſt them all waies of Revenge are juſtifiable, bur they are 
things too mean for Artaxerxes, and the __ of Beſlus, and of Nabarzanes would be 
to0 glorious, if ey ſhould end their reproachtull daies by the hand of their Kings ſon. 
Thoſe monſters ought to end their livesin tormens, and it concerns Alexander to pro. 
ſecute them, and with their bloud to waſh away the ſtain wherewith they have blemiſh'd 
his Reputation. Rather return into Scythia, where thou haſt left thy utmoſt hopes, and 
where thou haſt left thy very ſoul ; forget the greatneſs of thy birth, to ſerve thy love, 
and the neceſlity of thy affairs, and imploy whatſoever the Gods have given thee thats 
conſiderable, to make thy ſelf conſidered by the King of Scythia : when thou ſhalt have 
done him ſervices of the nature of thoſe Darius recerv'd from Oroondates, hee'l be the 
moſt ingratefull of all men living, if he refuſe thee his aſtiſtance, and if he give thee not 
an Army to march againſt thar Enemy of the whole Earth, and againſt that inſatiable 
Conquerour, who quickly will paſs from our Territories into his. Perchance thy ſervices, 
and the remembrance of our miſeres, will raſe out of his minde, the hatred he bears 
Family,and that he will not diſdain thee for his ſon in law,when thou ſhalt have gain'd his 
affeQtion ſo far as to venture the diſcovery of thy true quality. He without tk is of a 
royal minde, as well as of a royal birth; and if my dear Oroondates be alive, if the Gods 
bring him back into *cythia,thou mayſt hope for all things from that deareſt brother,and 
writing thy ſelf with him,whoſe intereſts will alwaies be inſeparable from thine, thou with 
the whole Forces of Scythia,mayſt g_— like a Kings ſon oppoſe, that pitilels deſtroy- 
er of the Houle of Perſia. Thou atthe head of thoſe thy dear brothers Armies, mayſt de- 
mand,Reparation of the injuries he has done thee, &if it pleaſe the Gods thoutfall in thoſe 
occaſions, *twill at leaſt be with more glory, than if thou ſhouldſt leave thy life among 
the Javelins of his Guards, in attempting to ſtab him in his bed. This way without que- 
ſtion thou ſhalt labour for the Recovery of thy Reputation, and which is more, thou 
ſhalt labour for it in ſeeing Berenice again, without whom thou canſtnot live, and with- 
out whom thou art not permitted to die ; thou at her feet mayſt tinde conſolation for all 
the loſſes, and ſhe will tell thee nothing but truth ; if ſhe ſay, her affe&ion is to be pre- 
ferr'd before all the Empires that were Darius's. Fear not to appear yet before her, ſhe 
is t00 generous, and too worthy a ſiſter of Oroondartes to regard the fall of thy Houſe, 
and to look upon him asan exil'd Prince, and as a Prince deveſted of all his inheritance, 
whom at our laſt being together ſhe conſidered as the future Monarch of all Afia ; thy 
miſeries will rather work compaſlion in her, than any contempt of thy perſon, and thou 
wert unworthy of the marks thou haſt receiv'd of her affe&ion, if thou couldſt ſuſpeRt 
her to be of ſo baſean humour, and of an humour ſo different from her Brothers, In 
theſe laſt thoughts I found a great deal of comfort, and after I had diſputed yer three or 
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minde to be overſway'd by theſe [aſt conſiderations, or to ſpeak more truly; Ilet my ſelf 
be guided by my love, which making all other deſigns odious to me; ſhew'd me facilit 
and advantage onely in that which was ſubſervient to ir, and which it had propound 
'Twas therefore by the power it had over tne, that I was won to thoſe probabilities I have 
mention'd to you, and thatI reſolv'd to teturn into Scythia. Criton, who had totally 
given me his affection, and to whom I already bore a very great one, would not forſake 
me; beſides him, I took onely the two Scythians that were with me im Priſon, he having 
before diſmiſſed the Guards that had aſſiſted in my deliverance, whom we rewarded as 
well as we were able at that time. We departed from the Town where I had ſtaid ever 
ſince the hearing of that fatal news, and rook our Journey toward Scythia, by a very 
different way from that I came, for fear of falling again intothe power of Arimbas. I 
believ'd we might paſs more ſecurely through Hyrcania, and through the Countrey of 
the Maſſagetes, and that wasthe Road we went, without committing our ſelves to that 
inconſtant Element, upon which I had fallen into that cruell Captiviry, which made the 
reſt part of all my diſcontents. We met no obſtacle in our Voyage, and though I 
an to truſt Criton very much, yet would I not let him know me to be other than one 
Arſaces a Ba&trian, who by his good fortune had merited the affe&ion of the King of 
Scythia, and who in that Countrey might be able to ſettle him in a much better con- 
dition, than that he had liv'd in under Arimbas. *Twas not to him alone that I meant to 
be ſo reſerv'd, for 1 reſolv'd never any more totake upon me the name of Artaxerxes, ſo 
peculiar to the Kings, and Princes of Perſia, till I had recover'd hopes of rifing again to 
the Throne of Darius. And indeed I wasthen inform'd that the Traitour Beſlus had al- 
ready uſurp'd it, and that he made himſelf be honour'd as a King in Bactria, under the 
name of Artaxerxes. When we had paſſed the Araxis, croſſed through the Countrey of 
the Maſſagertes, and gone over the Mount Imaus, we entred into the Province of the 1ſſe- 
dons, and with great days Journeys drew near to the Metropolitane City of all Scythia. 
Being come within two Ke riding of it, and meeting Paſſengers upon the way from 
thence, 1 inquir'd of them what news there was at Court,and trembled as I ask'd the que- 
ſtion, tor fear of m—_— what would be unpleaſing or rather mortal ro me. Sir, (an- 
fwered one of them) all things are very quiet at the Court. Arſacomes has ſtill his for- 
mer Authority, and the King, fearing to diſpleaſe the Queen his wife, with whom he ſtill 
is paſlionately in love, ſuffers him to pretend to the Princeſs Berenice, or rather to perſe- 
cute her, that generous Princeſs, not having hitherto been able to bend her ſelf to any 
compliance with his deſires, and making loud complaints, becauſe he tolerates the pre- 
ſumption of his ſubje& ; they are the Princeſſes own words, for as for our parts, we 
dare not ſpeak of that buſineſs in thoſe terms, he having made himſelf ſo potent, that 
there'arenone now in ia but ſlaves to the greatneſs of his fortune. Yet hath his 
example been like to cauſe the deſtrution of others, who —_— their quality to be 
equal to his, have thought they might raiſe their pretenſions as high as he. Amongſt 
them, Cydaris Prince of the Tauroſcythians and Agatirſians, being fallen in love with 
the Princeſs, ſuffer'd himſelf to be fo blinded with his paſſion, that he imprudently de- 
card ittothe King, either being incouraged by his indulgence to that of Arſacomes, 
orelſe not being able to reſiſt the violence of his own. The King was ſo diſpleaſed 
at ſuch a motion, that he could not diſſemble his Reſentment of it, and anſiver'd Cyda- 
ris with words ſo full of ſharpneſs and contempt, that he not being ableto indure them, 
forgot the reſpe& he ow'd the King, and replied in very infolent, and injuriousterms, 
whereat he being highly offended, cauſed him to be ſeiz'd on, and put into a Dungeon, 
nor had he uy his life, but at the Requeſt of the Queen, and of the Princeſs her ſelf, 
whointerceded for it. *Tis not above a week ſince he came out of Priſon, but when he 
was ſet at liberty, he was commanded to leave the Court for ever, and fromthat time he 
has never been ſeen at Iſſedon. This buſineſs has made ſuch a noiſe at Court, that there 
is now no talk of any thing elſe, and this is the freſheſt, arid moſt conſiderable news that 
{can tell you thence. I found a marvellous conſolation in this diſcourſe, and making 
no great account of the buſineſs of Cydaris, I was ſo extremely fatisfied to hear of 
my Princeſſes perſeverance in deſpiſing Arſacomes his affetion. I went on my Journey 
the remainder of that day, and the next following, befo re the Sun had run out half his 
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courſe, I from a Hill diſcover'd the higheſt Towers of that moſt precious City, where 
had left the better part of my ſoul with Berenice. Then 1 began to feel motions of a 
fion which ſeem'd to have forſaken me for ever, me thought | breath'd a ſweeter air 
I was wont, and fortune, who by ſuch ſad effects had declar'd her ſelf fo cruell an E 
ro our Houſe, was contented at that time to change her countenance in favour of me 
and not being able to reſtore me what ſhe had taken away, was willing to ſveeten my 
ſorrows with the moſt =_ uſage I could receive from her, It was bur juſt, that hewhs 
had loſt ſo much, ſhould by her aſſiſtance keep the onely thing he had left, and the onely 
thing which he preferr'd before all thoſe ſhe had injultly robb'd him of. 
1 was within two hundred furlongs of ifſedon,when at the entrance into aWood which 
I was to paſs through,jl heard the ſound of ny inſtruments uſual for the chace, and ſee. 
ing divers men paſs by at the ſametime,] learn'd from them that the King was bunting in 
that Wood, and that he was accompanied by the Queen, and the Princes Berenice, who, 
becauſe it was a very fair day, had been delirous to take their part of that diverſion, 
At this news my heart leapt within me,not being able to hear ſpeak of my Princeſs with. 
out an inward diſturbance,nor to prepare my felt for that ſight without moſt paſſionate 
motions, Yet did 1 doubt, whether I ſhould go tothe King while he was abroad there 
at his ſport, or whether, as I before intended, 1 ſhould go unknown to Theodates his 
houſe, to pay my firſt viſit to that generous friend, and learn of him upon what cerms[ 
ſtood in Court,and whether I might ſhew my ſelt there with the ſafety as before. Ar laſt [ 
ſhould have follow'd that Refolution,and 1 was going to proſecute my Journey dire& 
toward the Town,when [ was put beſide it by a very remarkable accident. 1 ſaw a man 
bloudy,come galloping full ſpeed toward me,and when he was within twenty paces of us, 
he fell from his Horſe, with all the ſigns of a man very near his end.I ran to'give him ſome 
aſliſtance, but ſcarce had | begun to ſpeak to hum, when caſting his Eyes upon us; Ah! 
(cried he)loſe no time here about me,for 1 am but a dead man, bur if you be Scythians, or 
noble nuinded men, make haſte to ſuccour the _ is yooder bke to be murther'd, 
No ſooner had I heard theſe words, bur leavin man to the care of one of mine, I 
ran as ſwiftly as poſlibly 1 could, the ſame way that we had ſeen him come. Criton follow- 
ed me with the ſame ſpeed, and the two <cythians, having left that dying man, would 
not let me go without them. Before 1 had rode five or ſix hundred paces, there wasno 
more need of a Guide, and the cries I heard, directed me fufficiently to the place, 1 
ſought it by the noiſe among the Trees, and had nor gone far, when coming to 8 part of 
the Wood where the Trees ſtood my thin, I was witneſs of a bloudy, and « pitifull 
ſpeRtacle. 1 faw a ſmall number of men, who incloſing the Prince in the middeit of 
them, detended themſelves againſt twice as many with a molt invincible courage. They 
had tlain divers of their Enemies, but the greater part of their aaiabas 
gaſping on the ground, and they that remain'd indeavour'd but in vain to prolengther 
eſtiny, and to lend their King an aſlſtance, which had been utterly umproficable, if « 
had not given us leaſure to come up ta his Relief. He had his ſword in his hand, where- 
with he defended himſelf with a great deal of courage, but his ſervants pur themſelves 
between him and danger, as likewiſe did thofe of Arſacomes, and Fheodates, who be- 
ing unarm'd as well as the King, fought very valantly to fave his life. 1 had bardly caft 
mine Eyes upon that Combat, when knowing the party | ought to take, I fell in 
among the Enemies, with a fury which | wr yrs 1 from a quite different cauſe, chan the 
little valour the Gods had given me. And indeed it produc'd effects intinitely above 
my forces, and at my firſt coming into the fight, I ſcarce gave any blow that made not 8 
mortal wound ; they that were with me ſeconded me with ſo much courage, that ihe 
half vanquiſh'd Scythians recovered ſpirit by their example, and began to make their 
- woe ay nar of the iſfue of the buſineſs. It quickly grew more equalthan it was #t 
our arrival, and the number of thoſe murtherous Traicours, was in a ſhort time leſſen'd 
by che death of ſome of the forwardeft amongſt them. Their Head, who — that 
change, would have animated them by his voice, and by bis example, but he was ableto 
do no great matter, and F having known bim by many tokens, ſought him in che middeſt 
of his men, and in ſpite of all the obſtacles wherewith they appoſed my paſſage, 1 got to 
him, and to his misfortune, my ſword met ſo luckily with a place unguarded by his 
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chat at the firſt thruſt, it ran clear through his body, and made him tumble dead amongſt 
thehorſes feet. His fall did ſo diſcourage thoſe of his party, that they no longer thought 
of any thing but defending themſelves, and that they did ſo ill, that che victory over 
them was not difficult ; for Arſacomes, and Theodates, though they were wounded, clo- 
upto me, with ſhields wherewith they defended themſelves for want of other Arms, 
yn (Sod ſeconded by all the Scythians, in whom that alteration had wrought a marvel- 
lous confidence, we forc'd them in the end to quit the field, and to ſeek for that ſafety by 
flight, which they no longer could finde by their reſiſtance. I then turn'd me about to-= 
ward the King, uncertain whether I ſhould proſecute our ViRory, or run to him, buthe 
me quickly out of that irreſolution, by crying, Valiant man, you yet have conquered 
in part, and unleſs you alſo fave the Queen and Princeſs, you have done nothing for 
my ſafety. Theſe words went ſo near to me, that ] felt my ſtrength almoit redoubled by 
them, and ſeeing that the King himſelf, ran toward the place, where he defir'd we ſhould 
faccour thoſe dear perſons, 1 caſt my eye upon the ableſt of thoſe Horles, that walk'd 
zbout us without their Riders, and feeling my own begin to fail, as well through weari- 
nes as ſome wounds he had receiv'd, I alighted haſtily, and leaping upon the other, ran 
with ſuch ſpeed after the King, that 1 had quickly overtaken him. My love guided me ſo 
favourably, that I ſoon diſcover'd the Chariot, about which there had been a ſtout and 
bloudy Combat ; all they of the Guard were ſlain at the boots of it, not having aban- 
don'd their Princeſſes but with their lives, and thoſe barbarous Enemies were pulling 
them violently out of the Chariot, O Gods ! how infinitely did Rage tranſport me, 
when | ſaw my Princeſs in the power of a man, who, —_— her away in fpite of her 
cries, and her Reſiſtances, would have deliver'd her into the arms of another that was 
well arm'd, and bravely mounted ; certainly all the words in the world are not ſuf- 
ficient to repreſent my fury, and I was ſo animated by that ſight, that all the Enemies 
Forces were not able to reliſt me. I flew moſt impetuouſly at thoſe two men, but having 
my ſword up to ſtrike at him that held my Princeſs, the fear 1 had of wounding her 
made me withhold my blow, and turning towards him that was ready to receive her, I 
brought down my ſword ſo forcibly upon his Arms, which he had ſtretched forth to- 
wards her, that they fell both rogether from his body to the ground ; his companion, ſce- 
ing him receive that ſtroak, and fearing ſuch another ,quitted the Princeſs, but ſcarce had 
he disburthen'd himſelf of that glorious weight, when he was alſo disburthen'd of his 
head, which with a back blow I made cask to rowl, and all between the Chariot wheels. 
After this execution, | fell in among the reſt with a ſucceſs but little different, while the 
King coming to joyn with us, as alſo Arſacomes, and all the Scythians that were left of 
the tormer fight, brought terrour to thoſe Villains, already half p = a" by the death of 
their Leaders, and by the loſs of their companions. They no longer made any contider- 
able reſiſtance, and very few of them eſcaped our juſt Reſentments. As ſoon as we had 
nomore Enemies to fight withall, I rurn'd to that illuſtrious Company, all ſtain'd with 
bloud, and in an equipage which (as my Princeſs was pleaſed to ſay) ja all it was terri- 
ble, had ſomething in itnot unpleafing to her ; I conſulted a while with love, and de- 
cency, whether I ſhould run firſt to the King, or to my Princeſs ; but love, though the 
more powerfull, was content for its own intereſt to yield to decency, and found its ad- 
vantage more in concealing, than in declaring it ſelf ſo publickly. Scarce had 1 curn'd 
my Horſe to go toward the King, when I ſaw him come forward to meet with all that 
wereabout him. Whoſoever thou art (cried he) O our valiant ProteRour, *tisto you we 
ow our Lives, and you have won themto your ſelf with ſo matchleſs a Valour, and fo 
great a generoſity, that though you ſhould be born our ſubje&, you ought to be the Ma- 
ſter of them for ever. Inſtead of anſwering theſe words, I leap'd from my Horſe, and 
caſt my ſelf at the Kings feet fo ſuddenly, that he could not poſtibly hinder me, and had 
. no ſooner pulP'd off my Cask , but my face was known bythe King, and the whole Com- 
pany, The King was wonder-ſtrucken, that he went back a ſtep or two, and then pre- 
fently coming to me again with open arms, O Arſaces (cried he) O Arſaces, and without 
ſaying any thing more at that time; he imbrac'd me with ſuch affection, that | eatily ſaw 
my abſence had abated nothing of thar he formerly had honoured me withall. Berenice 
hath ſince confeſſed ro me that ſhe was fain to uſe a very violent conftraint upon her ſelf. 
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in that ſudden ſurpriſe, and that by my good fortune, I had part enough in her favour. tg 
give her motions of joy in that Encounter, which it was very hard for her to diſſemble . 
et did ſhe ſmother it with much ado, and following the Queens example, ſhe contented 
Ge ſelf with teſtifying her acknowledgements in the ſame manner. Bur ſcarce was 1 
free of the King, when Theodates, —_— his paſſage through allthe reſt, came topive 
me, and to receive imbraces, which ſhew'd the company the nearneſs of that friendlhip 
wherewith we were link'd together. Arſacomes, who as well as the reſt,was oblig'd to me 
for his own ſafety, and for the Queen his ſiſters, forc'd his inclinations that he might nor 
appear ingrateful,&when the King had allow'd every body liberty to welcom me he came 
to me again himſelf,and reiterating his favours; It was impoſlible (ſaid he) by the miracles 
you have done for our preſervation, that you ſhould be other than Arfſaces, or elſe ſome 
God ; ſuch prodigious effe&s of valour can finde no example, but in what you have done 
for us already; yet ſince we have deſtin'd, to ow our lives to ſome body, I praiſe the Gods 
that *tisto my fs Arſaces, to whom we may be indebted for them, without ſhame or 
trouble, 1had been ſilent, during all the Kings obliging words, and endearments, but as 
ſoon as it wastime for me to ſpeak; <ir,(ſaid I)your Majeſty ſets too high a value upon an 
ation, which I was too powerfully ingag'dto do, both by the remembrance of your fa. 
vours, and by the conſideration ot my-honour. I were much to blame, if I ſhould think 
I had done any thing 1n the preſervation of your Majetties life, *ris to your own valour 
you ow it, and to the Gods to whom it is too dear to let it be loſt ; and if they were 
pleaſed | ſhould be ſo happy as to be one among your ſervants at the defeating of your 
Enemies, *tis onely I that Love the whole obligation to them, as for the moſt glorious fa. 
vour they can ever do me. Forbear (replied the King) to rob Arſaces of what is due to 
him alone, we ſhould not now have been alive but tor your aſliſtance, and I finde as 
much ſatisfa&tion in avowing it, as I ſhould doſhame if I neglected obligations of this 
nature ; I will acknowledge them with all my affeRtion, and with all my power, andif 
ever the King of Scythia be ingratefull coward Arſaces, I would have him paſs through 
the whole world, for the moſt unworthy man upon earth. The King accompanied theſe 
words with many others to the ſame wy As and after all, the company had ſeconded 
him, both in his kindneſſes, and praiſes, he commanded the dead bodies to be view, to 
the end they might ſee if they could diſcover who they were that had been his Enemies. 
Among the firſt, whoſe faces they look'd upon, there were found ſome whom they knew 
to have belong'd to Cidaris, and the King himſelf being come cloſe to him, whole arms 
I had cut off, while he unworthily ſtretched them forth to take my Princeſs, knew himto 
be Bandamis the brother of that Parricide. He was not yet quite dead, and as ſoonashe 
perceiv'd the King to be near him, he call'd together the remainder of his forces, and pre. 
venting the queſtions that were going to be ask'd him; If Cidaris be ſlain (faid he) I 
keep him company without trouble, and die willingly for him, as he does for Berenice, 
and for the Reparation of his Honour. He to puniſh the affront that had been done 
to him, would have kill'd a King, that had uſed him unworthily, and to content his paſli- 
on, he would have carried away the Princeſs; I ferv'd him in this laſt deſign, whilehe 
was attempting the former, we have: yet another Brother, who will revenge our death, 
if he have any courage, and if he be ſo baſe as to fit down with it, - he deſerves that you 
ſhould pour torth thoſe Reſentments upon him, which you have conceiv'd againſt us, 
Bandamis ended his life with theſe words, and the King, who from the beginning, had 
imagined the truth of this Adventure, could not but admire the Reſolution of thoſe de- 
ſperate Wretches. Cidaris his body was found amongſt thoſe of his party, and the Prin- 
ceſs expreſſed a great deal of trouble, for having been the cauſe, though innocently, of 
the death of ſo many men, and of the danger her Father had been in. In the mean time, 
we were invironed by a throng of thoſe, whom the noiſe of this Accident had drawn 
from !ſledon, and one may truly ſay, the whole Town was almoſt empty from the very 
moment that news came thither: all the People came and caſt themſelves at the Kings feet 
with tears of joy,” and by his command, they all came afterward to proſtrate themſelves 
before me, and to do me honours as a man ſent by the Gods, or as the proteRting Angel 
of Scythia, When many things had paſſed which 1 am not able to tell you by reaſon of 
their length, and corffuſion, we took our way toward the City, and all the while we were 
; going, 
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going, the King did nothing but imbrace me, and ask me the particularitics of my Voy- 
age. I anſwered thoſe queſtions as I before had refoly'd to do, and thovgh the remem- 
brance of our ruin'd Family could not come into my minde, withour drawing ſighs from 
me, I diſſembled my = as well as poſtibly 1 could, and attributed my lons abſenceto 
the Captivity in which I was detained by Arimbas. Yet was not the King fo wholly taken 
up with me, but that he took care of Arſacomes, who was wounded in two places, m 
dear Theodates alſo had ſome hurts, but none that were at all dangerous. All the time Þ 
had free during the way, I ſpent with him, to whom in a few —_ | gave account of the 
deplorable ſucceſs of my Voyage. As I could not make him that recital without tears, fo 
neither could he hear it without ſhedding ſome, and he ſolemnized our misfortunes with 
all the ſigns of grief 1 could demahd trom a true and perte& friend. 1 durſt not make 
my addreſſes ro my Princeſs in the Queens preſence, fearing that company ſhould ob- 
ſerve alerations in my countenance, which might give them ſome notice of my paſlion. 
As ſoon as we were come to the City, we found all the People that were left in it, inthe 
ſtreets, coming to meet the King, and preſently they began to make Bonfires in every 
place, and to offer ſacrifices and thankſgiving for his ſafery in all the Temples. The King 
would needs have a lodging appointed for me in his Palace, but for the remainder ot 
that day I retir'd to Theodates his houſe, to fatisfie the defire 1 had toimbrace him at 
liberty, to finiſh the account I had begun to give him of my Journey, and to receive par- 
ticular information of all paſſages concerning my Princeſs, and how | ſtood in her favour 
at that time. He fatisfi'd my curioſity tothe tull, and affur'd me that during my abſence, 
he had not found the leaſt change in her affection. *Tis true Sir, (faid he) ſhe com- 
lain'd often of your want of care to let her hear from you, and often teſtified to me, 
bur with an extraordinary trouble, how much ſhe fear'd you had forgotten her. 1 pur 
her out of thoſe apprehenſions, as well as 7 bo could, bur at laſt I ſhould have had 
much ado to finde Reaſons to juſtifie you, if ſhe had not heard of the lamentable end of 
the King your father, and of the total ruine of your Houſe. How deeply was ſhe con- 
cern'd in that wofull ſtory, and how many tears did ſhe beſtow, both on the misfortunes 
of Darius, and on the fears of your being periſh'd with him ! Ah! would it had pleaſed 
the Gods I had, cried I, not being ableto hear of that diſcourſe withour being many . 
and tranſported, but within a while after I repented my ſelf, and believing that wiſh ot- 
fended my Princeſs; No, (faid I again) I ought not to deſire death, ſince ] ought to live 
for Berenice, nor can I without offending her, attempr, or defire any thing againſt a life, 
whereof I have reſerv'd no power to my ſelf. After theſe words,1 lent my attention again 
to the advantageous Report he made me of my Princeſſes remembrance ; but I was not a 
little aſtoniſhed, when after that,he told me news of Prince Oroondartes ; Sir, (faid he) the 
King,ſince you went away, has heard part of his ſons Adventures, he knows the abode he 
made with the King your father, his love to the Princeſs your ſiſter, and the moſt remark- 
able Accidents that have befall'n him ſince his departure. He got this intelligence by ſome 
Spies he kept long in Perſia, and ſhew'd moſt violent Reſentments at the news, bur his 
Anger was raiſed to the utmoſt height, when he learn'd that he had ſent to make Levies 
upon the Frontiers of this Kingdom, and that with them he had fought in the lait Batrel. 
He proteſted publickly that he would not pardon him thoſe infidelities, ſo it*was he call'd 
the Princes Actions, and I think that the Queen, who upon the incertainty of his life 
was already forming pretenſions for her children, if the Gods ſhould give her any, did 
not diſſwade him from that Reſoution. In this diſcourſe of Theodares, 1 found both 
matter of joy, and of afflition, for as I with much contentment receiv'd ſome Afſſu- 
rances of my dear brothers life, and of the affetion, which he (till preſery'd unto our 
Family, even in its lateſt miſeries, ſo did I with a great deal of ſorrow learn that the King 
perſiſted ſtill in his hatred to us, and foreſaw the. difficulties it would producein the Re- 
conciliation 1 ſo earneſtly defired. Then Theodartes entertain'd me with Arfacomes his 
perſecutions, abetted by the Queens Authority, who making that ill uſe of the Kings 
paſſion to her, aſfiſted bo brother openly in that deſign, bur with ſo little ſucceſs in fol:- 
citing the Princeſs, that it did nothing bur increaſe the averſion which ſhe had already to 
Arſacomes, and which ſhe expreſſed to him upon all occafions. After this long converſa- 
tion, I let Theodares take his reſt, by reaſon of his wounds, and having pafſM rhe nighr 
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on this manner, and in an impatiency on my part, which is not eaſie for me to repreſent. 1 
was no ſooner up inthe morning, but I hada minde to goto the Palace, there to watch 
ſome opportunity of ſeeing, and diſcourſing with my Priacels. Theodates, who knew 
how neceſſary he ſhould be co me in that buſineſs, would needs accompany me thither 
for all his wounds, which as light as they were, might have been ſufficient to have kept 
him a few days in bed. Fortune was as favourable to me as I could deſire, for | was 
hardly upoa the ſtairs, when Cyllenia, who ſtaid for me at that paſſage, taining ſome oc. 
caſion to talk with Theodartes, told him that when 1 had waited upon the King, and 
Queen, the Princeſs would expect me without any other company but her, in the ſame 
Arbour of the Garden, where I had given her the firſt knowledge of my true name 
and quality. Theodates having deliver'd'me this command, | ſtrove co make my viſits ag 
ſhort as poſſibly I could. <carce had | receiv'd the Kings tirlt kinde ſalutes, when he fell 
into the diſcourſe of the Prince his fon. Would you believe (faid he) Arſaces, that that 
ſon to whom | have born ſo tender an affe&tion, and in-whom upon very falſe appear. 
ances I had grounded all my hopes, {ſhould have abandon'd me in iny moſt preſling Af. 
fairs, onely to go over to my Enemies party, that he ſhould have fought againſt us with 
his own hand, in a Battel where I was in perlon, that he ſhould have ſued to Darius his 
daughter, by baſe ways, and ſuch as are unworthy of his quality, and that he ſhould haye 
been ſo inſolent, as to raiſe Forces in my Dominions in fayour of my mortal Enemy 
Sir, (anſwered 1) theſe faults indeed would be very great, if your Majelty did not al. 
leadge an Excuſe for them your ſelf, and if you knew not very well that love is able 
to produce much ſtranger effefts. There is nothing but love wichour queſtion that can 
excuſe the Prince your ſon in what he has done againſt you; but meer generoſity was 
enough to move him to afliſt Darius againſt Alexander, and your Majeſty may very well 
pardon him, if he in favour of a poor oppreſſed Prince, made uſe of ſome of your 
Forces againſt the Enemy of the whole world. Alexander is more dreadfull to all Kings 
than Darius was, for after having made himſelf Maſter of all thoſe Territories that were 
his, he will certainly invade yours, and labour to extend his Dominion over all the 
Earth. 1 know very well (replied the King) that you are noble and generous ; but 
Oroondates is not the leſs —_ becauſe you have the goodneſs to excuſe, and heby his 
deportments has rendred himſelf unworthy of the care you take for his juſtification, 
I thought it not beſtto perſiſt in oppoſing chat firſt brunt of the Kings diſpleaſure, ho. 
ping that time would have more power to qualifie it, than all the Reaſons I could have 
alleadg'd, and therefore ſaid no more, but went to wait upon the Queen, who receiy'd 
me with great civilities, and teſtimonies of acknowledgement for what 1 had done for 
her, and for her brother, and when I was come out of the chamber, I got looſe from all 
thoſe that accompanied us, and with no body but Theodates went down into the Gar- 
den, where was expected by my moſt adored Princels, I will not ſtand to repreſentrhe 
Effects which the hope of ſo near a happineſs produc'd in me, nor my impatiency while 
I was going through the Allies which lead me to that Arbour, where all my wealth was 
rreaſur'd up. You ſhall onely know that I came thither, and that I found my Princels 
there according to her promiſe, having no body with her but Cyllenia ; you mayima- 
gine that the firſt thing I did was to caſt my ſelf at her feer, and that the tranſport of 
my paſſion, tied my tongue too faſt, to afford me the liberty to ſpeak of a great while, 
My Princeſs broke filence tirſt, and conſtraining me to riſe, and to ſi: down by her, The 
Gods be praiſed, (faid ſhe, with tears which a generous compaſlion drew from her fair 
Eyes) the Gods be praiſed, ſince after ſo many tears, and ſo many mortal apprehenſi- 
ons, they ſuffer me again to behold the deareſt remainders of Darius his family. Iwiſh 
I wereable with the better part of my bloud, to bring them back again from the grave, 
whom the wrath of Heaven hath taken away, and whoſe perchance hath not coſt me 
fewer tears than the Princeſſes your ſiſters ; +3 ſince I can do nothing for them, but 
make unprofitable wiſhes, I receive = dear Arſaces, with as much thankfulneſs as I ow 
trothoſe powers that have reſtored him to me, and in his perſon alone, I without 
murmuring, limit all the pretenſions I had to the greateſt Prince of all the world, My 
Princeſs brought forth theſe words with ſo ſweet an air, and fo full of compaſſion, that 
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my 
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my ſad remembrances were not able to tnterrupt my felicity, I could not forbear with my 
ſighs to accompany thoſe tears that pity made her ſhed, and takingthe liberty to tix my 
lips upon one of her fair hands ; 1 have loſt nothing, Madam, (faid 1) 1 haveloſt no- 
ching, ſince Fortune, in depriving me of all that depended upon her, has not been able to 
rob me of what I without compariſon prefer belore all ſhe could poſlibly give me. *Tis 
truethat Darius and the Queen my mother are in their graves, that my ſiſters are Ale- 
xanders Caprives, that my tathers Dominions are in the power of our Enemies, and that 
he, who at his departure was able to proteſt to you, that you were ſerv'd by a Prince, 
who was heir to a conſiderable Empire, cannot now appear betore you as other than as a 
Prince diſpoſlſeſſed of his inheritance, and as a Prince to whom Fortune hath leit no- 
thing but his Sword, and his Ambition ; but how light are all theſe loſſes, ſince they have 
not been able ro make me loſe the affections of my divineſt Princeſs, and how little 
ought I to bewail thoſe Empires the Gods have taken from me, if 1 conſider what ou 
goodneſs has conſerv'd for me. Yes,Madam,'tis to your goodnels alone that | atn indebt- 
ed for my life,& fortune, and any other body,leſs good,and leis generous than your ſelf, 
would not have look'd upon this change of my condition, withour a change in her own 
thoughts ; nor have receiv'd this miſerable Exile, as a Prince, who yet may cheriſh his 
former glorious hopes. I conſider you a great deal more by your virtue, (replied the 
Princeſs) and by the qualities of your perſon,than by the extenr of thoſe Empires,which 
heretofore were the King your fathers, and if the knowledge of your birth was neceſſa- 
ry tomake me approve of your affeQion, that is not loſt with your Dominions, nor has 
Fortune depriv'd you of any thing that made me love you. That change would be too 
baſe roNick one minute in your conceit, or to be ſo much as dream'd of by Oroondates 
his ſiſter ; therefore never make any reflection upon a thought that offends me, and if in 
my perſeverance, you can finde any matter of conſolation, believe thar ou ſhall for ever 
havereaſon to be comforted, and that I to my grave will preſerve thoſe inclinations, 
which onely Artaxerxes his perſon, and not the conſideration of his Kingdoms, has in- 
troduc'd into my heart. I was ſo ſweetly charm'd with theſe obliging words, that they in 
an inſtant made me loſe the remembrance of my misfortunes, and falling once again at 
my Princeſſes feet, I embraced her knees, with Raptures which cannot be expreſſed but in 
the like occaſions. Let Alexander triumph over our patrimony, (faid 1) let him ſtretch 
bis Dominions over all Aſia, nay, over all the earth if he will, how little do1 eſteem his 
Conqueſts, how lightly do I value his fortune, in compariſon of mine,and how freely do 
I give up to him, all that he has injuſtly taken from me, provided heleave me but Berenice; 
my condition is a thouſand times more glorious at her teer, than upon that Throne from 
whence mine Enemies have caſt me, and if I ever take up Arms againſt them, it ſhall be 
onely to revenge my friends, and to make my ſelf more worthy ot my Princefles affe&i- 
ons. 1 ſhould have ſaid more, if Berenice, forcing me once agaia to riſe, had not inter- 
rupted me, to put me upon the diſcourſe of what 1 had done the day before for her dehi- 
verance, and for the ſafety of the King her father. She extoll'd that Action in terms full 
of a great acknowledgement, and ſeeing ſhe was going to inlarge her ſelf in thanks ; 
Ceaſe, Madam, (faid 1) ceaſe to thank Arſaces, for what he did for Arſaces ; *Tis for Ar- 
ſacomes to return me ſome few thanks for his ſafety, *ris tor $Stratonice, and for the King 
to preſerve ſome memory of it, but Berenice is no way ingaged to ine, ſave onely by 
that part, which her goodneſs makes her take in my intereſts, tor what 1 have done to 
my own advantage, *Twas onely from Arſaces, that Cidaris would have ſtoln away Be- 
renice, and ſince that ſhe approves my hopes, *tis onely for Arſaces that I have reſcued 
her. That unworthy Rival ought not to have died by any other hand but mine, and if 
my Princeſs ought to keep any Remembrance of this Adventure, *tis onely that ſhe ſaw 
Arſaces do better than Arſacomes, for the defence of his pretentions, and for the ſatery 
of the King her father. It would have been one of the molt ſenſible vexations 1 could 
have ſuffer'd (ſaid the Princeſs) if the ſuccour we receiv'd from you had come fromthe 
hand of Arſacomes. *Tisonely to Artaxerxesthat I will be oblig'd, both for the ſafety 
of my friends, and of mine own particular life, I ſay my life, for though perchance thoſe 
Enemies had no deſign againſt it, I ſhould account it an indifferent thing to fall into the 
arms of Death, or into the arms of any other beſides Artaxerxes. I give you this aſſu- 
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rance withtruth, (continued the Princeſs, ſeeing me tranſported with Joy at this dif 
courſe) and you have reaſon to believe, that *tis onely for your ſelf alone that you have 
reſcued Berenice, nay further, I will proteſt to you by all that is deareſt to me, that the 
ſorrows which your abſence, the fear of thoſe dangers into which you were going to pre. 
cipitate your ſelf, and the news of your loſſes have made me ſuffer, could not be equal'd 
except by the joy I receiv'd at your Return, but a Return which you have maderemarka. 
ble by a ſervice the King never can forget, and which muſt of neceſlity ſtifle in his breaſt 
the hatred he bears your Family, if he be not the moſt obdurate, and the moſt ingratetull 
of all men living. The Princeſs accompanied theſe words with many others, which 1 
could not anſwer but with tranſport and extaſie ; and after this firſt converſation ſhe 
needs would have me give her an account of my Voyage, and make her the Recital of all 
that had befallen me ſince my departure. I obey'd her puncually, and in the ſad paſſages 
of my Narration, I ſaw her ſo nearly touch'd, that I thereby receiv'd no light marks of 
that affetion, which from thence forward was to make up my whole fortune, and be tg 
me inthe ſtead of Parents, of Empires, and of whatſoever the Anger of Heaven had 
taken from me. 
Arſaces was in this part of his ſtory, when the Princeſs Berenice, accompanied with 
Apamia, and Cleone came into the chamber, They that kept the door of the Tent, knew 
very well that Princeſs was not comprehended in the Order which had been given them 
and of thoſethree perſons there was not one that could be thought unfit to hear Arſaces 
his diſcourſe. As ſoon as they entred, the Princes, who were fitting by Arfaces his bed- 
ſide, roſe upto ſalute them, and the two wounded ones receiv'd them with a great deal of 
joy,the motions wherof nevertheleſs were a little different. Arſaces could not ſeehis Prin. 
ceſs without ſome inward alteration, or rather without ſome kinde of tranſport, and Be. 
renice could not behold Arſaces in a much better ſtate of health than ſhe had hoped for 
in ſo ſhort a time, without ſhewing ſome ſigns of ſuch a contentment, as a bare good will 
is not able to produce. When ſhe had likewiſe receiv'd an aſſurance from the Pritices 
mouths, of the amendment of their wounds, ſhe fate down, and Apamia, and Cleone 
with her, upon ſeats that were brought them. Berenice was going to fall into ſome dil. 
courſe; when the Prince her brother, not being willing to be diverted from their former 
entertainment, oppoſed her intention. Siſter, (faid he) content your ſelf that the trouble. 
ſom paſſage you ſo much apprehended, has been related in your abſence, and that we haye 
heard you have lov'd, without your being puttothe painto tell it us, Fear not ſiſter, 
(continued he, ſeeing Berenices face ore-ſpread at theſe words with a glowing colour 
ou would have more cauſe to bluſh if one could reproach you with having been 
linde, as not to know the admirable qualities of this Prince, with having been ingrate. 
full for the obligations we have to him, and in ſhort, with having been able to ſee, and 
know Artaxerxes without loving him. Do not hinder us from hearing the reſt of his 
Adventures, and hearken tothe ſhare you have in them without interrupting us. Arfaces 
accompanied theſe words of Oroondates with a moſt humble and beleeching look, which 
ſeem'd to beg pardon of his Princeſs, for the conteſlion he had made tothe company, of 
the affection ſhe bore him, and ſeeing that they were all ſettled again in ſilence, and that 
they diſpoſed themſelvesto actention, he went on thus with his diſcourſe, 
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ET is true, my faireſt Princeſs, that being oblig'd to this Recital by the com+ 
8 mand of my dear Brother, I have declared to this illuſtrious company the 
as teſtimonies you gave me of your affection ; but they are nor ignorant, thar 
*twas tothe remembrance of Oroondates, you pranted what could never 
be dueto the ſervices, or perſon of Artaxerxes, and that your inclination 
toa Brother ſo worthy of your love, made you look upon the paſſion of his dear friend, 
and brother, more advantageouſly than you would have done upon that of the Prince of 
Perſia. 

The ſigns I receiv'd of the continuance of my Princeſſes good will, (purſued Arſaces, 
turning toward Oroondares, and the reſt of the company) were ſo precious to me, that 1 
really believ'd I had no reaſon to complain againſt heaven, which did ſo fully recompence 
me for the loſs of thoſe Empires it had depriv'd me of ; and being by my Princeſſes or- 
ders retired with this knowledge, to the lodgings that were appointed for me in the Pa« 
lace, I imploy'd the reſt of that day, conſidering in that the greatneſs from whence I was 
fallen, had not in its moſt pompous luſtre, had any thing comparable to my preſent felici- 

. It belongs tonone but the Gods, (faid I) to do miraculous Actions, and as great, 
and powerfull as they are, they could not make me amends for the greatneſs of my loſes, 
but by the greatneſs of that fortune to which they now have raiſed me; having taken 
from me whatſoever they could take away, they give me whatſoever they could give me 
of moſt great, and of moſt beautifull, and in ſhort, they give me all that I could deſire, 
and more than I could lawfully hope for ; let them beſtow the Empires of Aſia, and of 
Europe on whom they pleaſe, provided they leave but Bereniceto fortunate Arſaces, he 
never will accuſe them of injuſtice, but will without envy behold the abſolute Authority 
of thoſe Maſters of the whole Earth. Theſe really were my thoughts, and Fortune, who 
by ſuch glorious tokens, made me believe ſhe meant to declare her ſelf in my favour; for- 
ſook me not in thoſe beginnings, but made all things contribute to the happineſs ſhe had 
procured me, That ſervice I had donethe King, finding him prepoſlefſed with ſome 
good opinion of me, and with ſome affe&tion to me, wrought preſently the moſt power- 
tull effet one could have hoped for by ir, from the moſt gratefull Prince in the world ; 
and if at my former Voyage I had been held in ſome conſideration at Court, this laſt 
Aion, added to the inclination which the King had already toward me, raiſed me there 
to ſuch a credit, that to repreſent it to you ina few words, I may truly ſay, that within 
one moneth, Arſacomes had no advantage over me; and had it not been for the power 
of the Queen, I ſhould withour diſpute, have held the firſt place in the Kings eſteem and 
affetion. *Tis true, I labour'd not to make my ſelf great by Offices, and imployments, 
torhaving thoughts very far diſtant from thoſe, I was ſatisfied with cauſing that to be gi- 
vento others (as much as I could without abuſing the Kings favour towards me) which 
men, who had been ſlaves to an Ambition different from mine, would perchance have 
kept for their own ſelves. This manner of carriage, added to the good tortnne [ had ac 
that time, gain'd me a reaſonable good number of friends in the Court, and 1did (o little 
SYCITE 2 treſpaſs 


140 CASSANDRA. ParTIV 


treſpaſs upon their — or upon the compliance which the eſtate of my condition 
oblig'd them to render me, that amongſt them all, I never,obſerv'd any one to grow cold 
toward me, or diſcontented. Arſacomes envied my fortune, but he durſt not crof it 
openly, remembring that he was indebted to me for his life; and the Queen his ſiſter 
who had the ſame obligation, and who was an extreme cunning, and politick Princek. 
would not thwart the CI which ſhe knew to be very potent toward me. 
As Arſacomes his envy of me was nouriſh'd in him by certain conſiderations ; ſo my a- 
verſion to him was increaſed by divers others;and though I could not love him, becauſe he 
was my Rival,and a Rival very troubleſome to my Princeſs, yet durſt I not expreſs my en- 
mity, tor fear of diſcovering tho cauſe of it, and *twas with a ſtrange conſtrain, I ſuffer'd 
his daily, publick demonſtrations of love to the daughter of his King. 1 found ſome 
conſolation indeed in her behaviour towards him, and every day obſery'd with joy, that 
his preſumption could not be more juſtly recompenced than it was by her. She never 
gave him an obliging word, ſhe never did any Action that was favourable to him, and ſo 
carefully avoided all occaſions of being alone with him, that he could never entertain her 
but in company ; he being of a haughty, impetuous humour, this otten made him over. 
ſhoot himſelf, but not having utterly loſt his judgement, he ſtrove to moderate his Re. 
ſentments by his ſiſters advice, and remembring he was the King of Scythia's ſubje&, he 
conſidered, that if the cauſes of his fortune ſhould come to ceaſe, he might fall from his 
Authority, and be in a condition to ſuffer the puniſhment due to his infolence. The 
Example of Cidaris was freſh in his memory, and though hecould not abafe himfelf (6 
low as to fear a deſtiny like his, yet that remembrance was enough to make ſome impreſ. 
ſion in his minde. Though Arſacomes was ill ſatisfied with Berenice, 1 for my part had 
all manner of reaſon to acknowledge her goodnels, and ſince ſhe gives me leave, to 
{train a point of diſcretion, to publiſh my Advantages, I may tell you that I never wiſh'd 
more happineſs than 1 truly poſſeſſed at that rime ; and that my adored Princeſs, didin 
my favour, (lacken the Rein to all thoſe teſtimonies of affeRion, I could deſire from ſo 
lublime a virtue. Yet were they all limited to words alone, and to the endeavours ſhe 
uſed, to afford me all the means ſhe could to ſee her, and diſcourſe with her at liberty. 
That was not very hard for her to do, for in the condition I then ſtood wirh the King, 
and in the belief the Scythians had, that ſhe was oblig'd to me for her ſafety, and per- 
chance for her honour, ſince the time that I had reſcued her out of the hands of the 
treacherous |'rinces of the Tauro-Scythians, no body thought ſtrange that ſhe allow'd 
meentrance into her Chamber, and ſuffer'd my company when ſhe went abroad. Cylle- 
nia aſliited me in thoſe occafions with an affection, tor which I ſhall be indebted to her as 
long as Ilive,&my dearTheodates had facrificed himſelf wholly to my interelts. True it is, 
that in my EncountersI had indeavour'd to repay him, part of the good offices I receiv'd 
ſrom him, by others which I did him tothe King, and that I made that Prince better ac- 
quainted Nieh his virtues, than he had been formerly ; but beſides thoſe opportunities 
whereby I ſtroveto teſtifie my friendſhip, another offer'd it ſelf wherein I was not uſcle(s 
to him.He became paſſionately in love with the Princeſs Theomiris,the daughter of Prince 
Carthaſis the Kings brother, an exceeding fair, and virtuous Lady, and moſtdearly be- 
lov'd of Berenice, who beſides nearneſs of bloud, thought her (elf oblig'd, to bear her a 
great deal of good will, by the knowledge ſhe had of her excellent qualities. Theodates 
was not onely conſiderable in Scythia by his birth, and virtue, but was alſo extraordinary 
handſom, and well might gain the affe&tions of that Princeſs, without any other aſliſt- 
ance ſave that of his own merit ; but I too dearly preſerv'd the memory of what I ow'd 
him, to neglect any occaſion torequite it, and as ſoon as his paſlion was known to me, 
l imploy'd all the credit I had with my Princeſs, to make her uſe all theintereſt ſhe had 
with Theomiris. Berenice receiv'd my interceſſion without any repugnance, and being 
of her ſelf moſt ready to oblige Theodates, ſhe labour'd to adyance his ſuit with a great 
deal of goodneſs, = with a great deal of ſucceſs. In the mean time the Kings favour 
towards me, increaſed from day to day, and alchough the Prince wasever govern'd by 
his own motions, rather than by the counſell- of any about him, and that he never gave 
his Fayourites.ſo much power over his minde, but that he ever kept firm to his own Reſo- 
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inthe moſt important affairs, he had a greater opinion of my advice, than he had ever 
had of any other bodies. 1 will havethe Scythians honour Arſaces, (faid he) both as the 
braveſt, moſt valiant of all men living, (they were the terms which his afftetion made 
him unjuſtly uſe, and as he to whom they ow the ſafety of their _ and of allthe roy- 
al Family. Not being contented with many conſiderable gifts, which he heap'd upon me 
every day, he to his former liberalities, and to the exceſſive Riches he had already be- 
{tow'd upon me, would needs add the Provinces which Cidarss and his.brother had loſt, 
when they loſt their lives, and which by their traiterous, horrible Attempt, return'd unto 
the Crown, their Artaindure having excluded all the Survivers of their Houſe, from any 
lawfull pretenſions to them. 1 durſt not oppoſe his Liberalities, for fear of angring him, 
and of giving him ſuſpition of my true quality, by ſeeming to contemn them. He had 
often times been offended with the little reckoning 1 made of Preſents of that nature, 
and by the advice of the Princeſs her ſelf, I would not put my ſelf in hazard of difplea- 
finghim. Theodatesconfirm'd me in that Reſolution, and when he preſſed me moſt 
earneſtly tom, Dear Theodates (ſaid I) I will not accept of this Province, but upon con- 
dition, that you will receive it from me when I am once in a capacity to offer it you, and 
that (continued I ſmiling) ſhall be the Ranſom of your Priſoner, it the Gods permit him 
not to ſatisfie you better, Theodates, who knew how todeſp:ferl:at kinde of Riches, an- 
fwered me very generouſly, and by the Kings Example, began to call me Prince ot the 
Tauro-Scythians; but they had hardly given me that name , when it was known in 
Court, 1 ſhould not bear that Title without diſpute ; for news came thither that Amaſis 
the younger brother of Cydaris, and he with whom Bandamis had threatned us when he 
lied had begun to execute part of thoſe menaces, and after having lien a while con- 
ceal'd n that Province, to make a party, whereby he pretended either to revenge the 
death of his Brothers, or to keep pofleſſion of thoſe Territories which had belong'd to 
his Family, he had at laſt perſwaded the Tauro-Scythians to riſe, and having under falſe, 
and ſpecious pretences made their __—_— the Agatirſians take-yp Arms with them, 
had got an Army together of above fifty thouſand men, wherewirh he prepar'd himſelt 
t0 enter into the neareſt Provinces, either to get them to revolt with him, or to uſe all _ 
Atts of Hoſtility againſt them. As ſoon as the noiſe of this irifurreion'was comers: 
Ifedon, and that the King had receiv'd the certainty of it, he withour being troubled, 
degan diligently to grovide thoſe Remedies that were needfull, and ſummoning the near- 
et Troops, - whereof he could compoſe an Army, was pleaſed that I ſhould have the ho- 
nour to command them : not but that am_— own ſubjeQs he might have made a ber- 
ter choice, yet whether it were that his affection to me, gave'him too advantageous an 
opinion of my fufficiency, or that having given me that Province, he beliey'd me to be 
more concern'd in the preſervation of it than any body elſe, ſo it is that he preferr'd me 
forthat imployment, before thoſe that ſued to him for it. 1 know not how to repreſent ts 
you in what manner | receiv*d it. On the oneſide, I was not alittle ſatisfied to finde ſo 
remarkable an occaſion, to deſerve thoſe favours the King conferr'd upon me, and to 
eſtabliſh my ſelf more and more, by the ſervices I hop'd to do him, in that affe&ion 
which was fo neceflary for me, both roward the accompliſhment of my happineſs with 
Berenice, and toward the means of recovering, with part of mine honour, ſome part al- 
ſo of Davinshis Empires ; but on the other ſide 1 was not leſs afflicted to go from Bere- 
nice, and though I foreſaw not that that abſence would be of ſolong continuance asir 
prov'd, I could not reſolve upon it without a moſt ſenfible grief. But there was a:neceſli- 
ty of it, and.in that ſorrow, I met with ſome conſolations, which did in part abate its vio- 
lence. We ſhall tight for the King of Scythia, (faid I) it has pleaſed Fortunethar we 
have not been uſeleſs to his ſervice already, but' when we ſhall have let him ſee how we 
an lead an Army for his intereſts, perchance he will not refuſe to give us another for the 
defence of our own, and that by the imporrance of the ſervices we ſhall do him, we may 
blot that hatred our of his minde, which ſtill continues in it apainſt the remnant of Na- 
rius his Family. Go then Arlſaces, fince ſo many Reaſons obligethee to it, go conquer the 
reſt of thoſe'that would have murthered the King, and violently have ſtollen away/Bere- 
nice; and if thou canſt not part with that Princeſs without ſorrow, ſweeten at leaſt rhar 
lorrow by the knowledge thou: haſt, that thou art. going ro fight for her Father, tha 
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thou art going to fight for her, and that thou art going to fight for thy ſelf. With this 
kinde of diſcourſe I took comfort in the trouble which that abſence was preparing for 
me, and in the interim told the King that I would indeavour by the hazard of ali my 
bloud to make my ſelf worthy of the imployment he gave me, and either would retura 
vitorious over his Enemies, or elſenot return at all. | doubr not (faid the King) bur 
that you are certain of the Victory, and that they muſt be neither Rebells nor Traitours 
that can reſiſt the valour of Arſaces. In the mean time, my departure was haſten'd with 
all poſlible diligence, and every day till chen, I had the happineſs co ſee, and to entertain 
my Princeſs, If I dare take the liberty to fay fo, her griet ſeem'd lirtle leſs than mine 
nor did ſhe ſee me ready to go into dangers, without ſhewing a ſenſibility, that was more 
ſweet, and more obliging to me, than all che honours, and gifts of Provinces which I re. 
ceiv'd from the King her tather ; but ſhe found her conſolacions in mine, when lrepre. 
ſented thoſe Advantagesto her, wherewith che cruelty of chat abſence was to be allayed, 
Theodates would not have let me go without him, but knowing his quality, andthar 
after the imployments he had formerly had, he could not march in an Army without 
commanding it, or doing himſelf a great deal of wrong, I oppoſed his friendly intenti. 
on, and intreated him to continue at Court to ſerve Theomiris, and to ſerve me alſo 
with Berenice, ſince he was the onely man, from whom I could receive any afliſtance in 
that buſineſs. They were theſe laſt conſiderations that made him yield to i, bis friendſhi 
to me making him deſpiſe the tirit, The night before my departure being come, [ receir'| 
Ordersfrom the King, and took my leave of him, which he gave me not without ſome 
tears, nor without ſuch Endearments, as thoſe that were neareſt co him could hardly hope 
for from him. Go, Arſaces (faid he) go quell our Enemies, reſtore quietneſsto the Pro. 
vince which your virtue has given you,and teſtifie to the remoteſt Scythians,thar *is only 
to the gallanteſt of all mortals, their King is indebted for his ſafety. Yer have a care of a 
life which is very dear to us, and think not fo much of conquering, but that you mayalſo 
think of 90. home to us again. I ſhall conquer, ir, (replied J) ſince your 
Majelty commands me to do ſo, and the remoteſt Scythians ſhall know, *tis the viRorious 
ſword of their King, rather than the hand of Arſaces, that puniſhes them for their perfi. 
diouſneſs. After I had leſt the King, I gave the remainder of the day to the viſits of 
friends, and when night was come, my Princeſs had the goodneſs to permit me topal 
part of it in her Camber, with Theodates, and Cyllenia. It would be very hard for meto 
repeat all the diſcourſes to you, which we had at that ſeparation, and being they tookup 
many hours, leſs time would not be neceſſary to tell you them. My Princeſs, out of an 
excels of goodneſs, was aMicted at my departure, and by the ſame goodneſs, ſhe com- 
forted herſelf and me with hope of the fruit I ſhould reap by my Voyage. 1 go, Ma- 
dam, (faid 1) to labour for the Repoſe of Scythia, and for my own ; that hope alone, 
ſweetens the violence of my grief; and at this ſeparation, I ſhould not be to be comfort- 
ed, if I did not believe, that Heaven ſeparates us, onely to reunite us the more firmly. 
It cannot favour me with its aſliſtance, in the imployment the King gives me, without ad- 
vancing my happineſs, and when the King ſhall know I am the = of Darius, he will 
perhaps remember I have done — tor his ſervice. Upon that remembrance, next 
to yours my lovely Princeſs, my whole fortune will depend, and ſince I leave it totally 
at por feet, *tis at your feet I hope to findeitat my Return, bur 'tis onely to your good- 
neſs that I ought to recommend it ; yes, faireſt Princeſs, my to your goodneſs, and 
{ince you have been generous enough to receive the baniſh'd,. the undone, the miſerable 
Arfſaces, as Prince Artaxerxes, you will alſo without doubt be | mp" enough to main- 
tain him in the glorious condition, to which you have raiſed him ; this hope not onely 
ſweetens all my ſorrows, but makes me look without envy upon Alexanders Victories, 
and would make me finde advantage in my loſſes, if I had not ſome compaſtion of my 
friends, and if my Reputation were not intereſſed in their fall. Preſervethat for me 
therefore, my divine Princeſs, which Arſacomes, which Stratonice would cruelly take 
from me, and remember, that I cannot yield my pretenſjons to them, nor to any body in 
the world, without quitting my life together with them. Have a care of your ſelf (re- 
plied the Princeſs) that you may as well preſerve your ſelf for Berenice, as you deſire ſhe 


ſhould preſerve her ſelf totally for you; and do you reſiſt the unjuſt motions of your 
| courage, 


Part IV. CASSANDRA. 143 


courage, As well as ſhe will reſiſtthe importunities of Arſacomes, and Stratgaice. If 
our remembrance of me make you more wary in fight, and if my intereſt, make you go 
into dangers with more moderation than you are wont ; Ile combat here for you with all 
che aſſurance, and all the ſucceſs you can deſire. In this, Arſaces, I ſhall follow my own 
inclinations as much as your recommendation, but remember, that I will be obey'd in 
what I demand of you, and that I ſhall be ſufficiently aflited by your abſence, without 
being tormented with fears of the perill you arein, My Princeſs accothpanied theſe 
= with many others no leſs obliging, and by thoſe ſweet marks of my felicity, ſhe 
made me know, that nothing but my departure hindred me from being the moſt forru- 
nate of all men living. I took leave of her, with effects of grief which all my conſtancy 
could not hinder, and before I went out of her Chamber, I receiv'd a Skarf from her, 
rt of which ſhe had wrought with her own hand, and with which I believ'd I ſhould be 
invincible againſt the moſt valiant Enemies, Ar laſt I was fain to depart, and _ re- 
tir'd with my dear Theodates, I ſpent almoſt all the reſt of the night in recommending 
life, and fortune to him, which next to Berenice, I left in no other hands but his. 
By break of day, my Lodging was full of perſons that came to bid me farewell, and of 
thechief Officers of the Arm that were to go along with me ; I took my leave of thoſe, 
and put my ſelf at the head of theſe, who generally expreſſed their joy for the imploy- 
ment that was given me, and made me ſee that for all | was a ſtranger, 1 had gain'd their 
affections enough to hope for a great deal of good will, and obedience attiongſt them. 
lanſwer'd the offers they made me of their ſervice, with all the civility I could poſſibly, 
and indeavour'd to carry my ſelf toward them as Arſaces, whom oniely the Kings favour 
had raiſed above them, rather than as Artaxerxes, who once was helr to the Empire of 
Aſia. This manner of behaviour perfe&ted the winnitig of their affeRions, and they 
march'd with a fatisfation, whereat I my ſelf had cauſe to be very well ſatisfied. 1 
will not here make a particular Relation of the fititmber of the Forces I commanded ; 
They were the very ſame, Brother, wherewtth you afterward went to fight againſt Zopi- 
rio, and by the muſter of then which I made two days mdrch from 1ſſedon, 1 found they 
conſiſted of forty thouſand Hotſe, drawn out of many ſeveral parts of Srythiz2. The 
Sythians you know ſeldom uſe Foot, and never draw forth atly but upon thoſe Expedi- 
tions, wherein they mean to imploy their utmoſt ſtrehþth. WE trifide vety great marches 
dire&ly to Mount Taurus, and though 1 knew not thoſe Cotritrits, Ihad tmen with me 
who were acquainted even with the moſt unuſual paſſages, atid by the forther Voyage I 
made with the Scythians under Theodates, I had fo wellleart'd their cuſtothes, arid their 
mariner of fight, that I was no more troubled amotigſt them, than I ſhould have been 
amongſt the Perfians. The King had given me divers perſons of quality, atd command, 
but amongſt chemall, he that 1 made moſt account of, was the good old Cleoreſtes, 
Araxes his father, whom I had particularly demanded of him, and whom lov'd ex- 
ceedingly, both for the conſideration of his ſon whom I had know, and eſteem'd in 
Perſia, and for that of his own virtue. Befides that his quality was confiderable in Scy- 
thia, he was much to be valued for his perſon, and there were bit few ſouldiers iti the 
Kingdom that had more experience than he, or a more perfe&t knowledge iri tnatters of 
war. And indeed I preferr'd his counſel before all the reſt, and gave him the imploy- 
ments of greateſt conſequence. Ile ſhorten the Recital of this War, as mich asconve- 
niently I can, and onely tell you the moſt retnarkable Events of it. Wearriv'd atthe 
Frontiers of the Tauro-Scythians without difficulty ; but when we would haveentred, we 
found it defended by ſome Troops which Amaſis had leftto guard it. The number of men 
was not great, but the places were very _— for them, and that wasit which pur 
usto ſome trouble in conquering them, and made ns loſe ſome men about it. Yer did we 
overcome thoſe firſt obſtacles, and after a ſharp Encounter remain'd Maſters of che 
Field, by the death of all thoſethat defended it, who nevet ttrn'd their backs, rior ever 
demanded quarter. Theentryinto this Province being free by this firft ſucceſs, ite ad- 
vanc'd in reaſonable good order toward the Town, near which Amafis lay incamp'd ; 
but I found that War would not eaſily be brought to a conclufton, atid by the tirſt judge. 
ment 1 had been able to make of men of that ation, I conjeRettr'd that they would de. 
fend all their places tothe utmoſt, and that thar Expedition would prove much fonger 


than 
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than had been imagined. Scarce had we made a days march toward Amaſis, when we 
heard he wascoming to meet us, and having fancied, that the knowledpe of the Cour. 
trey, and their being freſh, would give his men the advantage over Troops tired out wir) 
marching, he defired nothing but to give us Batrel. I praiſed the Gods for that happy 
forwarding of our intencions, and told my companions that we could not with for any 
thing more advantageous, than the occalion of putting a ſpeedy end to the War, which 
by other means our Enemies might draw out in length, I found them all asreſolute, ang 
as conhident as I could defire ; bur fceing that the Forces I had to lead were a Kings 
whoſe affection I indeavour'd to keep, and that upon the ſucceſs of that day, depended 
the beginning of that Reputation i hop'd to gain with him, and with it che eſtabliſhment 
and Repoſe of my whole life, 1 was not willing raſhly to hazard matters of that impor. 
tance, but reſoly'd to ſeek our Advantages, in all the counſels prudence could afford us, 
When we were certain that Amatis was advancing towards us with all the haſte he could 
and with a firm Reſolution to give us Batcel ; Let us put them to the whole trouble (ſaid 
I to my chief Commanders) and let him weary his m2n to come upto us, while we 
chuſe a place to fight in, that may be for our advantage, and there wee'l reſt our men 
and horſesall the time that our Enemies are marching thither. his counſel being approy'g 
of, we incamp'd in a fair Plain, and having a long Hill upon our right hand, and alittle 
River behinde us, we leftthe Front, and the left Flank open to the Enemies approach. 
©carce had we reſted there two days, which were ſpent in neceſſary preparations, when 
our <couts brought us intelligence that Amaſis was coming to quarter that night within a 
hundred furlongs of us, and that the next day he would ofter us Batrel. This nes 
wrought nothing inthe courage of our Troops, but a generous — and an ar. 
dent deſire to have a bout with thoſe daring Rebells ; They ſhew'd a thouſand ſigns of 
it, and in the interim, I was carefull to forget nothing that belong'd to my charge, and 
ſpent the whole time I had remaining, to pur all things in the order we could deſire. 
Cleoreſtes took off much of that trouble from me, and with him Lectaris, Mazentes, 
Amiſoras, and many others, in whom for their experience,and valour, [had a great deal 
of confidence. The Report our Scouts had brought in prov'd very true, for the Enemies 
Army incamp'd ſo near usthat day, that in the night time our foremoſt Troops, heard 
their ſhouts, and diſcover'd ſome of their fires. As ſoon as day began to appear, the Scy. 
thians made all the Plain to eccho with the ſound of their inſtruments, and the Officers, 
buſying themſelves diligently about the Orders I had given them, drew up their $qua- 
drons according to the Scythian diſcipline. Their form was exceeding terrible, and of 
all the Souldiers 1 ever ſaw, never did I meet with any that prepar'd themſelves to tight 
with a confidence like theirs. I wore a Suit of Armsthat day which the King had given 
me at my departure, the work of them wasexcellent, and the matter very rich - butBe- 
renices<cart was my moſt pompous Ornament, Having learn'd in part what order our 
Enemies kept with their Troops, 1 drew mine into three iodies, whereof [took the firſt 
my ſelf, and gave the two othersto C leoreſtes, and Mazentes, and when they were all in a 
readineſs, I rode bare-headed along the Front of every Diviſion, and imploy'd allthe 
eloquence the Gods had given me to repreſent all the Reaſons that might animate them 
to the Battell. My Speech was not without effe&t, for by good fortune 1 had ſo gain'd 
the hearts of both Officers, and Souldiers, that they cried out aloud 1 ſhould lead them 
tothe Enemy, and that they fear'd not to be overcome, while they fought under Arſaces. 
Seeing them ſo gallantly reſolv'd, I would not retain them longer, but covering my head 
with a Cask oreſhadowed with white Plumes, and with a Horſe-tail which fell upon my 
ſhoulders, I arm'd my left hand with a weighty ſhield, and my right with a couple of Ja- 
velins, and putting my ſelf at the head ot my Battalion, march'd toward the Enemies, 
when they were already beginning to advance. The interview of the two Armies, 
cauſed a dreadlull noile of voices, and inſtrumennts, but when after we had incourag'd 
them forthe laſt time, we gave them the liberty to charge, they cloſed with an impetuoul- 
neſs which admits of no compariſon, The Enemy had but little Infantry as well as we, 
and ſo the fight was equal berween the Armies, for though that of the Enemies was 
ſtronger than ours in number of men, ours was juſtified by the goodneſs of its cauſe, 
and by the valour of many gallant OfficersI had with me. The Body 1 commanded ” 
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ſwell, as it preſently broke through that which was before us, and having routed all the 
cquadrons of it, we, after a great deal of Execution, got as far as their Baggage. The 
Scyrhians would have fallen to plunder, but 1 torbad them till after the clear he of the 
Battel, and it was very happy I did fo, tor ſcarce had we obtain'd that advantage,when we 
heard that —_—_— is Battalion had given back, before that which Amaſis commanded 
in perſon, an that our Enemies General had gain'd an Advantage little different trom 
ours. This news made us face about towards them that ſtood in need of our aſliſtance, 
and leaving thoſe we had defeated ar liberty either to fly or rally, we went to fly upon 
conquering Amaſis with a fury which he could not eaſily withſtand. If 1 did not fear to 
offend modeſty, I ſhould ſay that the powerfull intereſt which guided me in that Combar, 
made me do things that are not ordinary, and that peradventure I contributed ſomething 
toward the winning of that Battel, Mazentes, who was not utterly defeated, recover'd 
courage at our Arrivall, and while Cleoreſtes with his body made good our Advantage, 
againſt him that was to oppoſe him, we gave Amalſis ſo ſmarr, and to fortunatea charge, 
that we quickly raiſed our party again, Allthe Forces drew inſenlibly to that place, and 
nr great deal of bloud, and with the death of many thouſand men, that the 
Victory was there diſputed. I animated our valiant Warriers the moſt that poflibly 1 
could, and after having told them what they ow'd to their honour, to the ſervice of their 
King, and to their own ſafety, which by reaſon of the River that was at their back, they 
could not hope for otherwiſe than by ViRory, I indeavour'd to incitethem to it by my 
Example, and not youu to hazard my lite in their preſence, I by the confidence I 
ſhew'd, oblig'd them to ſecond me generouſly. I did not ſtrive to meet with Amaſis, 
for remembring that two of the three Brothers had been ſlain by my hand already, 1 
ſought not an occaſion to ſhed the remainder of the bloud of that Houſe. Why ſhould 
I hold you longer > After we had fought long, and vigorouſly, the Victory declared it 
ſelf for our party, and Amaſis knowing that fortune was contrary to him, fac'd about 
with ſome ot his men, and by flight, ſought either for his own ſafery, or for the means of 
bghting another time. In that laſt Rout the ſlaughter was very grear, and the Scythians, 
naturally love bloud, and who ſeldom ſpare their Enemies, committed cruelties 
which in many places it was impoſſible for me to hinder. Yer did 1 doall | could, and 
where I chanc'd to come it was not without ſucceſs. Our Victory was ſo abſolute, that of 
fity thouſand men, whereof the Enemies Army was compoſed, there were thirty thou- 
fand ſlain upon the place, and we loſt not above two thouſand of ours. Afﬀer the Event 
of this Battel, a little Town which was not many furlongs from us, open'd its Gates 
without reſiſtance, and there we refreſh'd-our ſelves for a few days, dreſſed our wounded 
men, and put our Forces again in order to proſecutethe Vitory. 1 had receiv'd ſome 
hurts, but ſuch light ones that I kept not my bed above four or five days. Our Army was 
incamp'd near the Walls, and all the principal Officers, with the wounded Souldiers were 
lodg'd within the Town, where care was taken for Victual, and for neceſlary ſubliſtance. 
I then had reaſon enough to be ſatisfied with my fortune, and that happy beginning of 
my Arms advanc'd my Deſigns, and raiſed my hopes enough, to ſmother part of my 
Diſcontents ; but the image of my Princeſs was ever preſent to my remembrance, and 
all the joy I could raſt by my Victory was ſtrongly moderated by my trouble tor her ab. 
ſence. 1had no body with me to whom I durſtimpart my thoughts, and though I knew 
theaffetion of Criton, who had not forſaken me, and that I had a great deal of confti- 
dence in ſome ſervants I had receiv'd from Theodates, yet had I not enough in either, to 
acquaint them with my love, or with my quality, for thoſe were ſecrets of too great im- 
portance, to declare them to any body bur Theodates, and Cyllenia. Yet had | then a 
fair occaſion to write to my Princeſs, and being oblig'd to givethe King an Account of 
the fappy iſſue of that Battel, and of the condition of our affairs in that Province, 1 
would not give that Commitſlion but to one of thoſe fairhfull ſervants Theodates had pur 
tome, and having commanded him not to deliver the Letter I wrote to that dear friend, 
tillhe were alone with him, I ſeal'd up that to my Princeſs within it, having had rriall 
enough of that mans affection, to truſt him as far as that came to, I writ our Victory to 
the King in a few words, having given the Meſſenger inſtructions to inform him morear 
large, and ſent nollibe to Theodates but new Proteſtations of friendſhip, and Recom- 
Treeee mendations 
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mendations of my fortune ; but the Letter to my Princeſs, if I can remember ir, was in 
theſe terms. 


Arſaces to the Princeſs Berenice. , 


T3 burn for you, to be at ſo great a diftance from you, and to fear inceſſantly to ſe yuy , 
do you think,, fair Princeſs, that theſe are light affliftions to poor Arſaces, and that his 
love, his abſence, and hu apprehenſions, are not capable to g ve him that death, which he hs 
not found among#t your Enemies [1 words, becauſe your will ordained him to avoid it ? Fy 
love, the Gods forbid I ſhould complain of it, it does, and will ever make my mo#t foriow 
condition ; for abſence, my duty obliges me to bear it, and it 1s by ſerving her father, that | 
ought to make my ſelf worthy of my Princeſs ; but my fear hath n_ in it more cruell, 
and if I could be ſecure again#t the misfortunes I apprehend, I ſhould indure the reft of my 
torments with more courage : 1 do not doubt, dear Princeſs, of the conftancy of your mind, 
but I dread ſtrong perſecutions, Idyead a ſovereign Anthority, and I dread the fortune of 
Arſaces ; yet sit altered ſince it depended onely upon yeu, and I have had nothing at allto 
with chance, ſince you were the maker of my deitiny. 1 expett a happy one from your gud. 
neſs, and it us ont of that hope, I will remember, you have impoſed a command of living, and 
of returning upon your faithfull Arſaces. 


I diſpatch'd this Meſſenger when T had given him fuch inſtructions as were neceſſary, 
and a few days after, made the Army diſ-incamp, and we march'd in purſuit of Amaſis, 
to reduce that Province under the Kings obedience, , but we were ſtopt at the firſt Towns 
wecame to, and all thoſe that had never ſo little ſtrength, indured the Siege with mar. 
vellous obſtinacy. That Reſiſtance protracted the War, and kept us all that Summerin 
the Province of the Tauro-Scythians, while in that of the Agarirſians Amaſis madeuy 
an Army, partly with the broken Forces he had left, partly with new Troops leviedin 
thoſe revolted Countries. We were beſieging Burſia, when the Meſſenger I had ſents 
Iſſedon came back tous, and brought me Anſwers of the Letters he ha carried. The 
King wrote to me with praiſes, ableto have glutted the Ambition of the moſt vain- ork 
ous man in the world, and promiſed me Recompences infinitely aboveall I could d 
Theodates gave ime confirmations of his affeRion, in the moſt obliging terms thatcould 
be invented, aſſur'd me of the continuation of his care, and contre me with a cer- 
tainty of my Princeſſes perſeverance, and of the little fruit Arſacomesreap'd by allhis 
induſtry ; but *twas Berenices Letter that cauſed my impatiency, and opening it when [ 
had kifled it a thouſand times, I with incredible tranſports of joy read theſe words. 


The Princeſs Berenice to Arſaces. 


| you love me, if you are abſent, and if you be in fear for me, you ſuffer nothing, Arſaces, 
which I do not ſuffer as well as you; and I may truly prote$t, that I am ngt exempt from an 
of thoſe diſquiets, which my affeftion, the want of your company, and the fear I am in for 
you, can 'make me feel. In this t here 1s a perfett conformity between us ; 1 cannot condemn an 
affettion which I have conceived for him, who of all men living is mot worthy of it, I bear 
your abſence out of the ſame conſiderations that make you indare mine ; but I know not how to 
defend my ſelf again#t the fear of loſing you, un thoſe dangers into which you too lightly pre- 
cipitate your ſelf,: Secure me I pray you, again#t this apprehenſion, if you will have me ſe- 
cure you againit yours, and think of ay 5% bay home Arſaces, if you would finde Beremce 
again in the ſame condition wherein you left her. 4 


My joy was exceſſive at the reading of this Letter, but ſcarce had TI begun to expreſsit 
as much as 1 might in the preſence of that man, when he added aſtoniſhment to joy, by 
the news he brought. He told me that Prince Oroondates, contrary to the expectation 
of all Scythia, was come back to Iſfedon, and that when the whole Court was goingto 
reltifie their gladnels for a Return ſo ardently defir'd, the Cog his fgcher being of ano- 
ther minde, had receiv'd him as a mortal Enemy, and had cauſed him to be impriſon'd - 
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the Caſtle of Serey, where he was kept under a very ſtri&t, and ſevere Guard. O B:0- 
ther, what motions did this diſcourſe ſtir up within me, and in what manner did l receive 
this news of my dear Brother, of whole lite ; had been uncertan. I abhorr'd the cruelty 
of the King your Father, but was comforted for your impriſonment, by the aſſurance 
that you were alive ; it pleaſed me a great deal better to hear you were Priſoner ro the 
King your father, than to have been ſtill in doubt yon were cad. And indeed | hop'd 
his choller would be allay'd in a little time, and that how preat ſoever his Reſentments 
were againſt you, he would ſtill remember that you were his ſon, and a ſon worthy of 
his affections. Upon this thought I laid foundations for my happineſs, and propounded 
delights unto my ſelf in your company, which had been interrupted by our cruel ſepara- 
tion. I ſpent ſometime upon that remembrance, and ask'd the Meſſenger a thouſand 

ions about that buſineſs ; but all the particulars he could tell me of your impriſon- 
ment was, that no body was permitted to ſee you, and that the Princeſs, having with much 
ado obtain'd the liberty of a viſit, had never been able to entertain you in private. I 
judg'd that all this proceeded but from the firſt brunt of the Kings anger, wk hop'd that 
before my Return the Peace would be made, or if *twere not, perhaps we might finde oc- 
caſion to do ſomething in it. 

In the mean time we took the Town by Aſſault which we were beleaguering, and after 
that, ſome others yielded chemſelves to obedience, but the ſtrongeſt held us fo long in 
play, that Amaſis had all theleifure he could deſire, to fit himſelf to take the field again, 
and ſo he did, with as great an Army as before, and a greater Reſolution to decide the 
War by a final Battel. This news was very welcome to me, believing it to be the means 
to finiſh the War, the length whereof, I by reaſon of my Princeſſes abſence, began to 
think infupportable. We march'd directly toward him, taking the way that could bring 
us together ſooneſt and moſt conveniently, but we were fain to take many places before 
wegot to him, and make our ſelves Maſters, either by force, or by the terrour of our 
Arms, of whatſoever we met with in our paſſage. This we effected ſuccesfully enough, 
but that I may not tire you with the Recital of all thoſe petty ſieges, and of many trivial 
Encounters, Ile tell you that we were already Maſters of the whole Province of the Tau- 
ro-<cythians, and were drawing near to that of the Agatirſians, when the Enemies Ar- 
my came within ſight of us. found our valiant Scythians had a marvellous defire to fight, 
and having incouraged them tot as much as poſlibly I could,[ divided the Army into two 
Bodies, whereof I gayethe left to Cleoreſtes, and kept the right my ſelf. Amaſis parted 
his iato four, and march'd towards us wondrous reſolutely. We fought an exceeding 
bloudy Bartel, but 1 will not detain you with relating the particulars, for we ſhould not 
ſethe end of my Narration of a long while, if I ſhould ſtick upon every circumſtance. 
Amaſis and they of his party fought like deſperate men, and like men, who if they loſt 
that Batrel, defir*d not to out-live it. They madethe Victory hang long in ſuſpence, and 
diſputed i: almoſt all the day with marvellous obſtinacy;but in the end we carried it,8 the 
Event proved more fatal to the conquered, than that of the former. Of tive and forty 
thouſand whereot the Enemies Army conſiſted, there hardly eſcaped two or three thou- 
ſand, and thoſe moſt of them wounded, but deliver'd by my Authority, from che fury of 
the Conquerors. Amalis fighting inthe firſt Ranks with a great deal of valour,loit his life 
with a great number of wounds, and by his death cut up the Root of that Rebellion. 
We loſt not above three thouſand men, bur had a great many hurt, whom we cauſed to 
be dreſſed exceeding carefully, and whereof the moſt part recover'd by the help that was 
given them. This ViRtory made us Maſters of both the Provinces, and thoſe revolted 
people having neither Forces to diſpute them with us, nor Heads to 1tir them up to conti- 
ne in RebeJlion, begg'd the Kings mercy, and came in every day to make Proteſtations 
of their fidelity, and co bring me the Keys of their ſtrong Holds. We hardly needed to 
draw our ſwords any more to perfe& the reducing of them; but yet we werefain to 
ay ſome time in viſiting ſome of thoſe places, and in ſecuring them to us, and it being 

enabout the beginning of Winter, which is extremely ſharp in thoſe Provinces, we 
were conſtrain'd to paſs it in ſome of the Towns, and to imploy it in ſertling a full Peace, 
and in ſuch orders as we thought neceſſary to eſtabliſh a perfett tranquility. Thar long 
abſence would have been intolerable to me, if by the means of Theodates, I had not often 
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receiv'd Letters from my Princeſs, and if my tedious days had not been ſweetned w; h 
the aſſurances ſhe gave me. The King did methe honour to write to me very often = 
in his Letters gave me praiſes which could not lawfully be due to any body. When = 
we had nothing more to do in thoſe Provinces, and that the ſeaſon was convenient for 
eur Army to take the Field, we began our March to return to iſſedon, with a rerſec} 
joy and fatifaftion, For my part, I could not wit! out being tranſported, think ] ſhould 
ſhortly ſee my Princeſs again, and that 1] ſhould finde my deor !rother in Scythia. The 
fancy of theſe happineſles grew fo powerfull in my minde, that it baniſh'd the remem. 
brance of all my lofles, and I was marching with contentments, not troubled with an 
mixture of bitterneſs, when I found they were too great to be {0 eaſily obtain'd. Wa 
had already paſſed over a good part ot the way, when I receiv'd'an Order from the 
King, which hindred me from going further, and reading the Letter he wrote ] found 
thele words. 


The King of Scythia to the valiant Arſaces. 


T were but juitice, my dear Arſaces, to let you reſt, after haviag taken (0 great pains for 
|| 1s, and 1 ſhould equally deſire your ſight, and the quietneſs of my Dominions ; but 1 fnde 
all $cythia muſt be indebred to you for its ſafety, and Arſaces 1s thi ſtrongeſt buckler it can op. 
poſe againſt its moſt terrible Enemies. T be heavens offer you matter to imploy your ſelf 's 
it, axd for us, with the ſucceſs that uſually attends you, and with it an vccaſron to revence 
your particular quarrels, and to puniſh that barbarous man, who contrary to all the rights of 
warr, detained you in a long and cruel captivity. Arimbas the Governenr of Pontus ts en- 
tred into our Territories, on the ſide toward the Boriſthene s with fourty thouſand men, but he 
has not yet had time to make any great progreſſes, and 1 am not in a condition to ſendother 
T roops than thoſe under your command ſpeeds! y enough to oppoſe him. Go, valiant Arſaces, 
20 conquer that unworthy E nemy, who hinared you from fighting for your Countrey, and who 
juſtly deprived you of ſo precious a liberty. 1 hope for the wittory from your hand, rather 
than frem all our Forces, and yet 1 will take care to raiſe more to recruit your Army, and you 
ſhall be ſure toreceive ſupplies before you ſtand in need of them. 


This Order croſling my fair hopes, gave me a very ſenſible Diſcontent, but] quickly 
found ſome conſolation, and had preſerv'd ſo great an animoſity againit that cruell man, 
who had kept me from paying what 1 owed unto my friends, and what 1 owed to my Re- 
puration, that the deſire of taking a glorious Revenge, moderated my trouble, and made 
me turn head againſt him, with a firm hope that | ſhould puniſh him, both for theinjury 
he had formerly done me, and for the obſtacle he then interpoſed to my preſent fortune. 
All the affection our Scythians bore me was needfull ro put them upon that new Deſign 
without murmuring ; but ſeeing there was a neceſlity of it, they followed me more 
chearfully than I expeRted. Our Army was then bur thirty thouſand ſtrong, _ been 
oblig'd to leave Garriſons in certain Towns, but it increaſed eight or ten thouſand men, 
which 1 drew as we march'd, out of places where they might be ſpared. We took our 
way toward Sendica, waſh'd by the Danube, and the Boriſthenes, and bounded by the 
Euxineſea, whence Arimbas was come down upon the Frontier. Our Marches were 
long enough for men that were to tight, and meeting no ſtop to retard us, wein a 
ſhort time arriv'd within a days Journey of our Enemies. We reſted two days upon the 
banks of the Boriſthenes, which was open to us, and the third we paſſed it, and went to 
incamp within a hundred furlongs of Arimbas, being reſolv'd to give him battel the next 
day. Yet did ] mean to let him know before, that he was to fight againſt his Priſoner, and 

calling for a Trumper, 1 ſent him away preſently with this Lerter. 


Arſaces to Arimbas. 


T ts againſt your Priſoner, O Arimbas, that you are to decide the ſucceſs of this War, ang 
I: morrow at the head of his Army, hee'l make you ſee that he was capable to defend hu 
liberty againſt you,if you had aſſaulted him with equal Forces ; 1 bring you my head for the 
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Ranſom 1 fruſtrated you of, you may attach it with more glory than you did befere, and ] hope 
08 ſhall pay me yours for the price of the liberty of Arfaces. 


Arimbas receiv'd this Letter with a ſtrange aſtoniſhment, and when the Trumper had 
confirm'd, that the General ofthe Scythians was that fame Arſaces, whom he had fo 
long kept Priſoner, he found ſomething of extraordinary in t!1 it Adventure, but after he 
had ask'd the Trumpet a thouſand queſtions, he ſent him back to me with this Anſiver. 


Arimbas to Arſaces. 


Ince the Gods ſend me my Fugitive again, I to puniſh him for his flight, will receive tho 

occaſion they preſent me for that end ; and hecauſe heretofure 1 too inaulgently ſpared his 
life, Ile take it now for that Ranſom whereof he thinks he has fruſtrated me. we ſhall ſee his 
courage at the head of his A rmy, and wee'l give him occaſions enough, cither to reve noe his 
quarrel, or to fall more gloriouſly than he deſerves. 


' The next morning it was newly break of day when our Troops were already in Battalia, 
but becauſe 1 would give you the iſſue of the buſineſs ſuccinctly, Ile onely tell you, that | 
divided them into four Bodies, of ten thouſand Horſe in each, whereot the firſt was mine 
own, and the other three 1 gave to Leotaris, Mazentes, and Cleoreſtes, and having put 
them in as good a readineſs as we could wiſh, 1 ſaw our £cythians march with an un- 
dauntednels that promiſed me an infallible Victory. I —__ not any thing I could ſay, 
to augment their deſire of it, and they anſwered me with threatnin gs and terrible ſhouts. 
They redoubled them with a greater fierceneſs when they ſaw the Enemies Army, and 
ſcarce wasI able to keep them in, and hinder them from ruſhing on to the tight with an 
extraordinary eagerneſs. Yet did they obey me as they were wont todo, andthe Armies 
were already within a Bowe-ſhoot of one another, expecting onely the Jaſt command to 
fall on, when having given order to mine not to ſtir out of their place, I gallop'd on be- 
fore them, and ſeeing Arimbas at the head of his men, I advanc'd to the middle of the 
ſpace that was between the two Armies, and defying him with many loud cries, I made 
him underſtand what it was I defir'd of him. Arimbas was a valiant man, and one that 
could not ſee himſelf challeng'd before ſo great a number, without ſhewing proots of the 
courage he had boaſted of. He ran towards me full ſpeed, but before he came cloſe to me, 
he darted one of his two Javelins at me with all his might, bur he fail'd of his aim. and 
the Dart having paſſed whizzing over my head, fell without any effe at the feet of our 
Troops; immediately he took the other in his right hand, and ending his Carreir, we 
cloſed with a very impetuous ſhock. He fought with ſomething a blinder rage chan 1, and 
ſo his Javelin onely hit my ſhield, upon which it broke all into ſhivers, and mine being a 
lictle more warily directly, found paſſage intothe Beaver of his Helmet, and piercing to 
the hinder part of his head, made him tall ſtark dead in ſight of both the Armies . Ours 
at that ſpectacle, ſent forth loud cries to Heaven, and moving at the ſame time, ran with a 
marvellous violence opon thoſe frighted Troops, already half conquer'd by their Gene- 
rals death. I ſtroveto open them a paſſage, and roclear my ſelf a way with my Sword 
which might make theirs the more eaſie to them; but we found much difficulty in the bu- 
lines, and the Captains that commanded under Arimbas, being brave and valiaut men 
uſed all imaginable indeavours to ſupply the want of their General. They labour'd 2 
longtime in it with ſucceſs, but ſome of the Scythians having cut off Arimbas his head 
carried it upon the point of a Javelin, and by that object ſtruck terrour into ſome of the 
boldeſt of them, and animated themſelves in fuch manner, that their Enemies were no 
longer able to make reſiſtance. As ſoon as they began co be in diſorder, the Scythians 
laid hold of the advantage to ſo good purpoſe, that there was no more pollibility of 
diſputing the Victory againſt them. To ſhorten this diſcourſe, they won it abſolutely, 
I fay ſo abſolutely, that _— one of their Enemies eſcaped with life, chough 1 did all 
that was in my power 70 keep them from that cruelty ; but they had conceiv'd ſuch an ani- 
moſity again{t role injurious invaders, who pretended to inlarge their bounds to the ut- 
moſt parts of the Earth, that *twas impoſlible, to ſavethem trom their fury, 
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Queen Thaleſtris, who till then had hearken'd to Arſaces patiently , could not lon 
forbear to interrupt him. | fought under =_ command at that barrell (ſaid ſhe) and 
was witneſs of many of thoſe paſlagzs you have related ; but I cannot pardon your mo. 
deſty , which robs this company of the knowledge of the molt gallant ones ; you did 
ations there beyond belief, and 't was with a great deal of truth , that the Scythians pu. 
bliſh'd the honour of that victory to be dueto no body buttheir General. Arſaces could 
net ſuffer the continuation of this diſcourſe , and to take her off on *t; Madam (ſaid he) 
you give me an advantage which belongs not to me, and tince our Troups were honour'd 
with your preſence , without doubt you your felt did actions there , which would have 
darken'd all the glorie of mine, if the honour of ſo great a command had not oven them 
all the luſtre, that made them be taken notice of. the Queen would have replied, but the 
company hindered her , and ſo Arſaces went on thus with his ſtory. 

Afer this victory ſo happily obtain'd , but yet purchaled with the loſs of five thouſand 
of our men , weno longer had any Enemues to fight withall, and that little piece of the 
Countrey Arimbas had brought under his ſubjection , being preſently ſettled again under 
ours, we ſaw the whole frontiere quiet , and ſo were rmitted to return again toward 
Iſſedon, which we had ſo much deſired. 1 did it with a greater contentment than the 
eſtate of my fortune ovght in probability to bave given me, and drew near to my Prin. 
cels, and my dear brother,with the ſweeteſt hopes a minde is able to conceive. Why ſhould 
I trouble you with the recital of our voyage ? Atter having marched a great many dayes, 
which my impatience made me think exceeding long, I at laſt ſaw the great Citie of Iſſe. 
don, bur before 1 was come within three or four hundred furlongs of it, I had met my 
dear Theodates, who with a good part of the Nobility was come torth to welcom me. | 
received the honour they all did me, with the greateſt civility I could , bur all the moſt 
tender expreſſions that ever friendſhip produced, appeared in the endearments between 
Theodates and me. We could not put an endto our embraces, nor were the kindeſt,and 
moſ? obliging words in the world, ſufficient to make known the leaſt part of our mutual 
fatisfactions : | had a thouſand queſtions to ask him , bur 1 feard leaſt a ſecret converſa- 
tion might be thought an incivility to many —__ of quality that were with him; and | 
therefore beginning another diſcourſe with that noble company , it laſted till we cameto 
the Cates oi the Town , which we found full with a throng of the inhabicants that came 
out to meet us. Never did a thankfull people welcom their defender , or their lawfull 
Prince with lowder acclamations, or more teſtimonies of joy , nor ever did any Sonkdier 
receive ſo many praiſes, for ſo inconſiderable ations. The cries of the people made bur 
a part of our I tor the King himſelf out of an exceſs of goodneſs, which he then had 
toward me, came forth of his Palace into the {treer, to give me glorious teſtimonies of 
his affe&tion. He ſtretched ovt his arms as ſoon as he ſaw me appear, and I kneeled down 
upon one knee to receive the favours wherewith he was pleaſed to honour me : what ſhall 
we do (ſaid he) O, our valiant detender, to ſhow you we are not ingratetull , and what 
can we offer to generous Arſaces , which he by his valour, hasnot already made lawfully 
his own 2 we are indebted to him for the conſervation of our Eſtates , but we before were 
ingaged to him for that of our lives, and now neither the greatneſs of our obligations, 
nor that of his glory, can admit of any further addition. He ſpake theſe words holding 
me in his arms, and | anſwered him, with all the reſpe& I owed to fo great a King, anda 
King that was 1 ather to Berenice , and Oroondates. *Tis your Majeſtie / (1id 1) that re- 
duces happy Arſaces, to terms of not being able ſufficiently ro acknowled;ze your g 
nels ; the opportunities you have given him to ſerve you , do too largely recompence all 
that he has = , andthat high fortune to which you raiſe a ſtranger, is infinitely above 
my merite, and above my hopes. Alter that opinion if you haveit , (rephed the King) 
ſuch rangers as your ſelf, do quickly make themſelves k10wn over a!l the \orld , and 
as Scythia bach nothing that is above you, believe its King poſſeſſes nothing you may 
not hope for from his affe&tion. He accompanied theſe words with new endearments, 
and atterward permitted me to ſalute Prince Carthaſis his Brother, Arſacomes, and many 
others that were attending on him. When ] had received and returned the civilities of the 
moſt conſiderable perſons of the Court, 1 by the Kings appointment, retired to my for- 
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ſently withdrew , to leave me at liberty to pur off my Arms, and reſt my ſelf, onely 
Theodares ſtaying with me in my Chamber. When | ſaw my felt free maſter of my aRi- 
ons, I fully ſatisfied my friendſhip in the moſt tender expreſlions of kindneſs , and after 
having begun them afreſh a thouſand times, I asked him what condition my life was in 
and conjured him to tell me truely , whatſoever he judged my love could defire of him. 
Theodates at this demand , appeared not fo joyfull as I had hoped, but keeping a ſerious 
countenance, from which I drew an ill preſage ; Sir, (faid he) the account you are to re- 
ceive of me would be very unwelcom , if in it you did not find a fweet conofation , and 
if in the perſecutions the Princeſs undergoes , you had not a powerfull occaſion to un- 
der{tand the greatneſs of her affeRtion, She has ever been unſhaken to the follicitations 
of Arſacomes, and of the Queen , who in favour of her Brother , has done him offices to 
her, chat are unworthy of her quality. She hath ſpared neither prayers nor tears to move 
her, and when ſhe ſaw they were all to no rpc , and that by her imporrunities , ſhe 
made her Brother but the more odious to the Princeſs, ſhe took reconrſe to all the pawer 
and credit ſhe has with the King ; and by my misfortune it is now ſo great , that we may 
ay with fruth , as we find with ſorrow , that onely Stratonice reigns now in Scythia, 
and that her Brother is by that means become almoſt the Sovereign of it. The King by 
his laſt ations has ſhowed ſigns of his weakneſs , and of his dependency upon that wo- 
man; After he had long reſiſted, and contented himſelf with giving Aro the firſt 
rankinthe Kingdom, without encouraging him to hope that he ſhould be his Son-in-law, 
that inſolent favourite, whom ſo many preterments could not fatisfie, becauſe they glut- 
ted not his utmoſt ambition , either through the violence of his paſlion , or ſome other 
cauſe, fell ſick, and was brought almoſt to extreamity. Stratonace ſtirred not from his 
bed-fde , but made the King underſtand , her life depended abſolutely upon her Brothers 
recovery. The king,who loved Arfacomes exceedingly, and who beſides, by a meanets 
of ſpirit, which had not been obſerved in the reſt of his life , was become a ſtave to his 
ſiſter, appeared very ſenſible of her grief, and was exceſtively troubled tor the ſickneſs 
of his favourite. The ueen knowing her power, made uſe of it very cunningly, and one 
day when Arſacomes was extraordinary ill, Stratonice faign'd co be fotoo , and getting 
into her bed , put the King into mortal apprehenfions of her ficknefs. The next day ſhe 
ſeem'd to be a great deal worſe , and by all her ations made the King judge , ſhe re- 
garded not her life, ſince that of Arſacomes was in danger. The King ſitting by her, 
expreſſing with moſt effetual words , how nearly her iltneſs rouched him , that craft 
Princeſs, after having ſigh'd many times , to work upon him the more ; Sir, (faid ſhe) 
let us miſerable nonges die in peace, andtrouble not the calm of your mind , for a loſs 
which needs muſt be bur lictle conſiderable to you ; itis juſt that Arfacomes periſh , ſince 
he cannot love the Daughter of his King, without being worthy of death, and it is juſt 
that Stratonice die, both becauſe ſhe is uncapable to ſurvive that deareſt Brother, and be- 
cauſe ſhe is uncapable to ſurvive the loſs of your affetion. Ofmy affetion, Madam, (re- 
plied the King) 1 proteſt to you by all the Gods that it never was ſo ftrong as now, and 
that it is ſo extreamly increaſed , as in compariſon of my love to you, I do not at all love 
my ſelf. Ah,Sir, (anſwered the ſubtile Queen, putting a handkerchief to her eyes) if you 
honoured menow with the affeRion you gave me heretofore, you would not ſuffer that 
to die, which next your ſelf, is deareſt to me in all the World, without ſhowing ſome 
marks of your compailion. She made a ſtop ar theſe words, and the King , who preſent- 
ly underſtood the dif of them , and who could not eaſily yield ro whart the defired , nor 
your Arſacomes to the prejudice of his Daughter, remained without reply; and fixing 
his eyes upon the ground , made the Queen ſee the agitation of his mind, She ſoon 
perceived ir, and kept ſilence with him for a while , but within a little after, defiring ro 
finiſh, whar ſhe thought ſhe had happily begun ; No, Sir, (added ſhe) for Gods Tag 
benot at all diſquieted for my coniletaticn , nor uſe any violence upon your inclina- 
tions, for a perſon who cannot have deſerv'd them, though 1 cannot feel the loſs of 
them without dying , 1 will at leaſt endure 'it without murmuring againſt you, and 
ſhall be able to pur a difference between what was lawfully my own , and what 1 held 
meerly by your goodneſs. My fortune was too high , and (if I dare fay fo) too unjuſt, 
to believe it would be of long continuance ; yer hasit not ſo blinded me , but that n = 
beholc 
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behold the fall of it, as an effect of your juſtice, rather than as an effeRt of my ill fate 
Stratonice, and Arſacomes, had too lofty an ambition ; yet Stratonice had none bur 
what it pleaſed your Majeſty to give her, and Arſacomes dies for the expiation of his : if 
I accompany him to the grave , your Majeſty ought not to be troubled at it, ſince 1 
ſhall onely loſe a life which was but little dear ro you, and toward the conlervation 
whereof you were unwilling to contribute any thing. The Queen, as ſhe ended theſ 
words, looked upon the King with the ſame eyes that had fo ardently enflam'd him , and 
at that moment, ſummon'd together all her moſt alluring charms, with ſuch a ſovereign 
power, that being prepoſleſſed already , he was not able to reſiſt them. He lifted up his 
eyes from the ground , and turning them upon the Queen with a moſt amorous geſture 
Do not kill me with theſe unkind words (faid he) nor wrong my love any more with 
theſe reproaches. 1 will do all for thee thou canſt deſire of me , dear Stratonice , and 
though I cannot conſent to uſe a ſudden violence upon Berentce's inclinations, I will 
command her to uſe Arſaces as a Prince , whoſe deſign I diſapprove not, and | will fa. 
vour thy Brother in his paſſion as much as thou ought'ſt to with. The Queen appeared 
tranſported with joy at this promiſe of the Kings, and ſetting forth all her moſt attra- 
Rive allurementsto ſeduce him , before he went from her , ſhe perſwaded him to what. 
ſoever ſhe would. The Princeſs found the effects of ir the next day , for the King com- 
manded her to viſit Arſacomes, and to look more favourably upon him, then Ne had 
done formerly. Berenice received theſe words as a clap of thunder, and was fo extream- 
ly troubled at them , that ſhe could not ſettle her ſelf again of all that day ; but the next 
morning the King having met herin a gallery, and drawing her aſide to a window ; well, 
Berenice (faid he) will you not viſit Arſacomes with me , and have you not diſpoſed 
your ſelf, rodothat for him which I deſired of you ? The Princeſs was 6 ſurpriſed , that 
ſhe itood without reply at that queſtion', and the King having asked it again, and preſſed 
her to declare her intention. Sir, (ſaid ſhe) I did not underſtand your Majeſties com- 
mands, and was ſolittle pom forthem , that I ſtill have much ado to apprehend your 
meaning. Ithought (anſwered the King) I had explain'd my mind ſutficiently , to 
leave you no colour of being ignorant what | meant, bur ſince | muſt clear it further to 
you ; 1 mean, Berenice, that you ſhould uſe Arſacomes better than you have done hither. 
to, and that you ſhould conſider him as a Prince whom 1 love , who loves you, and whom 
I account worthy to ſerve you, ' Ah ! Sir, (interrupted the Princeſs) what a change is 
this of yours , and what proofs your Majeſty defires of your Daughters obedience? I 
ask nothing of you , (added the King) which you may not grant me without injuring 
your ſelf; Arſacomes is a Prince as conliderable by his birth, as by my love to him,and by 
the alliance I have contracted with his family , and if there be any diſhonour in ſuffering 
his affection, *tis not upon you Berenice , but upon me alone that it will rotally fall. In 
ſhort, enquire no more what my intentions are, bur believe | have ever loved you enough, 
to bring nothing upon you , that is either ſhamefull , or diſadvantageous. He left - 
with theſe words, and ſhe no ſooner was retired into her Chamber to digeſt them , but 
ſhe fell in a deadly affliction , ſhe had ſo much repugnance to ſhow any ſign of compla- 
cency tothe Kings deſires , that ſhe could not hear the bare propoſal of them without 
being tranſported. What { ſaid ſhe, as Cyllenia has told me {ice ſhall Stratonice 
then Triumph on this manner over kerenice, and ſhall I approve of her Brothers te- 
merity, to ſhow that 1 am a ſlave unto her power ? No, Stratonice, you are not yet fo 
abſolute over me , and what Empire ſoever you have over the King , I ſhall alwayes be 
able to diſcern his own inclinations from yours, and in this unjuſt and ſevere command 
one may eaſily know *tis Stratonice ſpeaks, and not the wing my Father. The obedience 
I oweto him alone cannot become ſo general , and if I ſhould endeavour to follaw the 
orders you have made him give me, that effect of a blind obedience would not now be in 
my power. 1 love as muchas you can wiſh , and though [ be inſenſible ro Arſacomes, 
I have a juſt ſence of Arſaces his merites. Alas ! (purſued ſhe, a little after ) my dear Ar- 
faces, muſt I, whilerhouart fighting for my Father , fight here againſt thee with ſo much 
ingratitude , and muſt the injury he would do thee make me ſhed tears, while thou art 
ſhedding bloud, and perhaps thy own bloud for his ſervice? This remembrance drew 


ſhowers from her fair eyes , which for a long time made her unable to ſay more, on 
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when ſhe had vented part of her Reſentments, ſhe ſent for me, believing ſhe might finde 
ſome conſolation in adviſing with me. As ſoon as1 came into her Chamber, ſhe roſe to 
meet me, and taking a handkerchief from her Eyes. Theodartes (faid —_— it is, that 
all our affe&tion to Arſaces will be neceſlary, for while that poor Prince obtains ſuch gal- 
jant Victories for the King, he ingratetfully labours for his Ruine, and for mine. *Tis but 
t00 true TheoGates, and 1 believe ſhall ſufficiently acquaint you with my unhappineſs, 
by telling you that the King has commanded meto love Arſacomes. How Madam; (ſaid 
1) has the King commanded you to love Arſacomes ? Yes, Theodates, (replied the Prin- 
ceſs) and 'ris onely becauſe ot that misfortune, that I defir'd your company, and your 
conſolation. With that ſhe told me all the King had faid to \hay and by hes diſcourle 
t me into a marvellous confuſion. After I had ſhew'd it by a reaſonable long ſilence; 
|rook the liberty to blame the Kings weakneſs, and blinde affe&ion, and then 1 deplor'd 
the croſſes 1 foreſaw you would meet with by this alteration of his humour. When 1 bad 
alittle recover'd my firſt aſtoniſhment, fixing my Eyes upon the Princeſſes face, And 
-0u Madam, (ſaid 1) what will you do for Prince Artaxerxes? 1 will doall that hecan 
Lane for from me, (replied Berenice) and in ſpite of all the obſtacles that can Dappen, lle 
never ceaſe to love him, who loves me morethan I deſerve, and who for my ſake hath a- 
bandon'd all. After this aſſurance, which 1 will receive for him, (anſwered 1) Ido not 
think he will lament his fortune, and provided you perſiſt in this good Reſolution, I hope 
that his Return, time, and the Prince your Brothers liberty, will overcome all the diſaſters 
you apprehend. lle perfiſt in it to __ (added the Princeſs) and all the ſtrongeſt 
conſiderations ſhall never be able to diſlwade me from loving him while I have breath. 
Alas (purſued ſhe) 1 am too powerfully obliged ever to diſ-ingage my ſelf, and though 
my Arſaces were leſs lovely, though he were leſs great, though he were leſs valiant, I ow 
too much to what he has done for me, and 1 ow too much to him, who in my affection 
alone, tindes a conſolation for all his loſſes. In the mean time (continued ſhe) it were fit 
we ſhould give him notice of my diſcontent, to make him haſten his Return as much as 
flibly he can, and to aſſure him that there is no Authority in the world ſo powerfull as 

to ſhake my affeion. Ar firſt I approv'd the Princeſſes motion, but preſently after, we 
both judg'd it was not neceſſary to inform you of a thing that could onely trouble you, 
and whereof the knowledge could ſerve for nothing, being we were enough perſwaded 
that your paſſion made you long for your Return, and that you would not defer it a mi- 
nute after the end of the War. The next day the Princeſs was conſtrain'd to go with the 
King to Arſacomes, but th ſhe came to his bed-ſide, and that by the Kings com- 
mand, ſhe ask'd him how he did, it was impoſlible for her to diſſemble her Repugnancy, or 
reſolve to give him a favourable look. Yet did Arſacomes finde ſo much contentment in 
that viſit, that he was half cured by it, and ſtrengthening himſelf by the hopes the 
Queen gave him, herecover'd his health within a few days after. When he was well a- 
gain, his viſits to the Princeſs were very frequent, and ſhe was forc'd by the Kings com- 
mand, to indure ſome of them, but whenſoever he entertain'd her with his paſſion, ſhe 
anſwered him with ſo great a coldneſs, and ſhew'd him ſo many tokens of her averſion, 
that if he were not the moſt preſumptuous man alive, he would a thouſand times have 
loſt all the hopes, which the Kings favour, and the Queens afliſtance had giyen him ; they 
are now upon theſe terms, and *tis not above two days fince I ſaw him come-our of her 
Lodgings ſo ill ſatisfied, that I believe he ſtood in need of all the Queens mdeavours to 
comfort him. The Princeſs has uſed all poſſible means to obtain permiſſion once more to 
ſee the Prince her Brother, to impart her diſcontents to him, and to make him know the 
perſon of Arſaces, of whom, by reaſon of the ſpies that were ſet to obſerve her,ſhe could 
never ſpeak any thing in her two former viſits;bur ſhe was not able to procureleave of the 
King, and we eaſily judge that his Refuſall is an effect of Stratonices cunning, who ſtrives 
to hinder that communication, leaſt it ſhould fortifie Berenice in her averſion to Arſaco- 


' mes, and becauſe ſhe in the Princes captivity, findes the continuance of a power, which 


his liberty might probably overthrow. 

Theodares ended his diſcourſe on this manner, and ſtruck me ſo with this news, that I 
could not recover it of a long while, *Tis true I found much conſolation in my Princeſles 
goodneſs ; and eſteem'd my ſelf the happieſt man in the world, that I had been able ro 

Vuuuuu oblige 


154 CASSANDRA. Parr IV. 


oblige her to ſo perfeRt a conſtancy ; but I could not digeſt the Kings injuſtice, who 
n—_ force her inclinations, for a man whom I judg'd to be little worthy of her love 
and remembring the ſervices I had newly done him, 1 reproach'd his ingratitude with 
rerms full of Reſentment, as if he had been acquainted with my paſlion, and as if hehad 
known how much 1 was concern'd in what he did for Arſacoines. To the ſenſe of this 
injury, I added the foreſight of thoſe pains, and Ciffculties which this conſtraint would 
cauſe us ; and if I may be permitted to fay ſo, ſome fear likewiſe of change in my Prin. 
ceſſes humour, who by the Kings Authoriry might DERE be brought to torget part of 
her inclinations to me. <hee'l pardon me this apprehention, for indeed it was very hard 
for a young Princeſs, not ſupported by any body, long to reſiſt a ſovereign power, and 
againſt the Kings will, to preſerve an affe&tion toward me, which | had no ways defery'd, 
but by the greatneſs of mine, and yer ſhe carried her felt (as you ſhall ſee by the conti. 
nuation of my diſcourſe) with a conſtancy, and with a generolity worthy of her ſelf, 
and of the Prince her brother. I in that converſation with Theodates ask'd him a thou. 
ſand queſtions rouching my dear Brother, bur he could tell me nothing of him, favethat 
he was ſtrictly kept, that no body was permitted to fee him ; and that notwithſtanding 
the complaints of all the Scythians, who murmured aloud at the Reſtraint of their grear 
Prince, the King appear*d more obdurate than ever. I hearken'd to this diſcourſe with a 
grear deal of grief, bur/after we had ſpent ſome hoursin it, and that I had made my ſelf 
ready to wait upon the/King, we went together to his Lodgings, where Theodates left 
me, to go to my Princeſs, and to diſpoſe her to give me a particular Audience. She was 
already prepar'd for it,& by giving out that ſhe was nor very well,had freed her ſelf from 
the ordinary viſits ſhe was wont to receive, and lay upon her Bed accompanied onely 
with the Princeſs Theomiris,and Cyllenia:l went to her Chamber,as ſoon as I came out of 
the Kings, where I had mer the Queen, and by that Encounter had fav'd a viſit, which in 
ceremony wasto have been paid before that ro my Princes. Though the was to beſeen 
but by very few, it was not thought ſtrange, that, after fo long an abſence, and in the 
condition I then ſtood in the Kings favour, I ſhould obtain that priviledge. When [ 
camein to her, Theodates had ted Theomiris into the Cloſer, and ſeeing my Princeks 
come alone with Cyllenia to meet me; I caſt my ſelf at her feer, and while I imbrac'd her 
knees, ſhe threw her arms about my neck, and ufed all the modeſt kindnefles to mel 
could defire from her. The Gods have brought you home according to my deſires, (faid 
ſhe) nor could they recompence the ſorrow your abſence hath cauſed in me, but by the 
joy of your Return. I have wiſh'd for you a thouſand times, both tor your own inter- 
eſts, and for mine, and if-your preferice would have been pleating to me, your aſliftance 
would not have been leſs neceſſary m the perſecutions } have indured. You have defend. 
ed your ſelf roo well againſt them (anſwered 1, being ravifh'd with choſe c—_— words) | 
to have ſtg6d in any need of my aftiſtance, and you have been a better Champion for 
Arfaces, than Arfaces could in reaſon deſire. All my bloud, fair Berenice, is of to0 mean 
a value to purchaſe the ſmaller part of theſe obhgations, and though to requite them I 
ſhould lay down a thouſand lives, (if the Gods had given me fo many) I ſhould ſtill re. 
main a Debter to my Prineeſs. In what I do for you (added Berenice) I follow my own 
inclinations, and my — which equally obkge me to love you ; nor did I labour 
leſs for Berenice than for Arfaces, when I refifted che Kings unjuſt commands. O Gods ! 
(cried F, with a tranſporred aQion) could I lawfully hope you would recompence my 
loffes with ſuch extraordinary bleflings, and did you reſerve me for this glorious fortune, 
when you took away ali that you had. en me 2 I fpake many other words to thus pur- 
poſe, and my Prineeſs having taken a feat, and commanded me to fiedown by her, after 
ſhe had ask'd me divers queſtions concerning my Voyage, told me all that 1 had heard 
from Theodates, and told it me with an aRion, which ſecured me from all my fears, and 
made me confidently to bamiſh all my apprehenſions. O Gods ! how ſweet were her pro- 
miſes tome, and with what incredible Raptures did I hear her expreſs the avertion ſhe 
had to Arſacomes. Fear nothing my dear Arfſaces, (faid ſhe) and if you will not offend 
me, ſuſpe& me not of the leaſt inconſtancy ; I know well enough to what virtue, and 
obedience oblige me, to have hitherto preſerv'd that power over my felf, which I with 


' reaſon may keep. The King may well conſtrain me to receive Arfacomes hus viſits, but * 
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cannot conſtrain me to love him; and if he ſhould be ſo weak as to deſire I ſhould marry 
him, I ſhall have Reſolution enough to prefer Death before that unworthy Match. The 
way to hinder it lies open to us, (faid 1) and whenſoever you are too much importun'd by 
Arlacomes, I wear a Sword, that will be able to deliver you from his importunities ; I will 
not ſuffer that unequal Competitor, to have tov juſt an advantage over me, and all the 
Authority he hath in Scythia, ſhall not defend him from the hands of a Rival, not altoge- 
ther ſo unworthy as he is, of the glory to ſerve you. 1 brought forth theſe words with a 
tone, that made my Princeſs fear tome effect of my jealous Reſentment, but ſhe was deſi- 
rous to prevent it, and hindring me from ſaying more; You are too prudent (replied ſhe) 
notto foreſee the Ruine of your Deſign in ſuch an Enterpriſe, nor can you come to any 
violence againſt Arſacomes, without diſcovering to the King, and to the whole Court, 
what by ſo many Reaſons we are oblig'd to conceal. Do but depend upon the Aſſurances 
I give you, andnever let ustry the moſt dangerous courſes till the extremity. You may 
diſſemble as you have done hitherto, and husband the Kings affetions ſo well, as to 
draw your lrg from thence, when once the time is ſeaſonable for you to declare 
your ſelf. In the interim, wee'l uſe our utmoſt indeavours for my Brothers liberty, and if 
wecan obtain it, as he in meeting you, and inthe knowledge of your being alive, will 
finde cauſes of an inconceivable joy, ſo you in that ardent affetion which he juſtly bears 
ou, will finde all the aſliſtance, and all the furtherance of your intentions you can hope 
be. O Gods ! (cried I at this remembrance) my dear Brother, muſt your virtue, which is 
adored in all other places, be ſo ill underſtood in _ own Countrey, and can thoſe ad- 
mirable qualities, which gain you ſlaves, and idolaters over all the world , leave you Ene- 
mies in Scythia ? if Darius, the Enemy of your Family, could not know you without ho- 
nouring, and loving you as his own ſon, is it poſſible you ſhould be uſed as an Enemy by 
him that wasthe authour of your birth 2 Then my affe&ion made me utter a great many 
reſenting words againſt the Kings cruelty, and after having conſulted a long time what 
we ſhould do, or undertake for you, and having vainly contriv'd expedientsto ſee you, it 
grew night, which made me take my leave of my Princeſs, and retire to my Lodging with 
Theodates. We ſpent the beſt part of the night in conſulting of means to let you hear 
from us, but the notice my Princeſs had given me, that all your Guards were at the diſpo- 
ſing of Stratonice and Arſacomes, and that therefore there was no truſt in them to be 
hoped for, put all my deſigns out of frame, and was the cauſe we durſt not think of ha- 
zarding a Letter through their hands; indeed the Princeſs at her ſecond vilit, might per- 
| <9”, aus watch'd an opportunity to deliver you one her ſelf,without being obſerv'd,if 
ſhe had thought on it before hand, to have writ, but then her hope of procuring a greater 
freedom to ſee you, and talk-with you in private, was the cauſe of that negle&,which ſhe 
was not a little ſorry for afterward,and which ſhe intended to have repair'd,if fhe could 
have obtain'd leave to viſit you once again;bur finding no poſſibility of that, reſolv'd in 
the end to ſpeak to the King concerning you,& to imploy all the credit I had with him to 
get the liberty to ſee you, and for that purpoſe, I went to wait upon him the next morn- 
ingas ſoon as he was up : he neglected all the company that was in the Room to favour 
me with exceeding kinde Reception, which gave me a greater confidence than I had be- 
fore, and made me the bolder to attempt ſomething for the ſervice of my dear Brother. 
We continued a while in a general converſation, but when the King was ready, he took 
me by the hand, and drawing me aſide from all the company, lead me to walk with himin 
a Gallery which is near his Chamber. I was watching an occaſion to ſpeak to him of the 
Prince his ſon, when he himſelf began the diſcourſe,8& in terms full of anger,and indignati- 
0n,aggravated the cauſe he had to hate him,&never more to haveiany confidence in him.l 
hearken'd quietly as long as it; pleaſed him to ſpeak,but when I had let him vent part of his 
choller, 8 that by his ſilence he ſhew'd that he expeed to know ſomething of my opini- 
0n;Sir,(faid I)if yourMajetty would give me leave to ſpeak my thoughts with a lictle liber- 
really proteſt I would abuſe it no further,than to repreſent to you what a true zeal in- 
pires me with. The King looking upon me at theſe words,& expreſling by his geſture,that 
he expected the continuation of my diſcourſe. Is it poſlible Sir, (purſued I)that that ſon of 
yours,the moſt great,& the moſt lovely of all the Princes in the world,whoſe virtue found 
nothing but adorers amongſt his greateſt enemies,ſhould not find ſome remainder of loye, 
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Or at leaſt of compaſſion, in the heart of the King his father 2 Have thoſe faults which FI 
Violent love made him to commit, and for which he hath ſuffered ſo long, ſo ſharp a pe. 
nance, choak'd all the tenderneſs of nature in you, and baniſh'dthe knowledge you had 
of the admirable qualities of that ſon, whom the gods gave unto mankinde, as their moſt 
accompliſh'd workmanſhip > Where were there another King to be found, who would 
notredeem a ſon like Oroondates, by the loſs of all his Dominions, and who,in conſide. 
ration of his youth, and of his paſſion, would not forgive an offence, which he accompa- 
nied with a thouſand great and miraculous Actions? Have not whole years of a ſtri& 
and cruel impriſonment, puniſh'd a Prince of his quality ſeverely enough ? Are not they 
that inſpire this Rigour of hows Majeſty, and that ſollicite you to a Revenge, which falls 
onely upon your ſelf, ſatisfied with ſo long a Captivity,8 if they love the glory of Scythia 
ought they not to indeavour to reſtore it its greateſt, and moſt illuſtrious Ornament > 
Pardon me Sir, beſeech you,if in this conceit I indiſcreetly intereſt perfons,who it may be 
are conſiderable to you, but 1 feel my ſelf oblig'd, by the honour you do me, to put youin 
minde, that their own intereſts ſers them on, and that they labour to prolong the Princes 
Reſtraint, onely to prolong their own Authority. Their thoughts perhaps are yet more 
deſtruQtive to the happineſs of this Kingdom, and of your Majeſty in particular ; Time 
will give you informations to which = will lend more credit than to my words ; bur if 
you Rt to the wiſhes of all Scythia, and difcern the counſel of your real ſervants, 
trom that of others who are ſway'd by their own particular ends, you will confider Prince 
Oroondates as your ſon, and thoſe that would ruine h'm in your opinion, as perſons not 
well affe&ed to your ſervice. The King would not ſuffer me to paſs further, but ſtopping 
mein this part of my diſcourſe; Arlaces, (faid he) 1 know that you are generous, and that 
the Report of ſome virtue which appear'd in Oroondares, in his earlier years, makes you 
ſpeak as youdo in his favour. It is true, he was born with parts good enough, and by the 
care I took in breeding him, 1 had made him a reaſonable compleat man, bur all his good 
inclinations are loſt, and ſince he betraid me, and betraid himſelf, with ſo much baſeneſs, 
and meaneſs of ſpirit, I cannot conſider thoſe things that were good in him, as other thag 
ſo many Advantages which he has unworthily abuſed ; if he had valour, he ſhould have 
imploy'd it for the good of his Countrey, and for the ſervice of his father, and of his 
King ; if he had handſomneſs, and pracefull faſhion, he ought to have made uſe of it, for 
a more juſtifiable, and a more glorious Conqueſt, than that of Darius his daughter, and 
of Alexanders captive ; and in ſhort, if he had ambition, he ſhould have ſhew'd it at the 
head of an Army like that of Alexanders, and according to the Rudiments I had gj 
him, inſtead of waſting the prime of his life vilely and ſhamefully in the ſervice of my 
Enemy. Theſe words of the Kings touch'd me fo deeply, that I could not poflibly retain 
figh or tivo, and ſcarce was 1 able to keep __ from diſcovering how much 1 was con. 
cern'd in that difcourfe I ſtrove to diſſemble it as well as I could, and looking upon the 
King with an unſatisfied countenance. What, Sir, (faid 1) do you believethen, that your 
fon has ſhameſully abafed himſelf, in ferving the daughter of Darius, and do you think 
that King held ſo inconfiderable a Rank amongſt other Monarchs, that you look uport 
the purpoſe your ſon had to contraRt an Alliance with him, as a mean, od | as an unwor- 
thy defign 2 I am not ignorant of Darmws his quality, (replied the King) nor was it to the 
defe& of that I attributed Oroondates his meaneſs of ſpirit ; but how great ſoever he 
was, he was my Enemy, and my Enemy with a kinde of hatred, which no conſideration 
was able to reconcile. Ah ! Sir, (added 1, more nearly touch'd than before) is it poſſible 
that the misfortunes of the Houſe of Perfia ſhould not have mollified you, and that you 
ſhould behold the fall of it with the eye of an Enemy? Hath not poor Darius, who wat 
once the greateſt King in the World, ſoften'd your Reſentments, by fo lamentable # 
Death, and by the loſs of all his family, and can you conſider that ſad Revolution of his 
fortune, as other than a dreadful! Example of all Kings in general 2 No, Sir, you can no 
longer conſerve againit his memory, and againſt what is yet remaining of his Houſe, that 
hatred which heretofore produc'd fuch faral effeRts between you, nor can you look upot 
the aſſiſtance Oroondates gave him in his misfortunes, as an unpardonable crime, His 
love was the cauſe of his firſt faults, and theſe laſt Actions, which you accuſe of ſo muct 


baſeneſs, were inſpired into him by meer generoſity. If Dartus his ſon were alive, he if he 
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were able, would repay you all the ſervices Darius received from Oroondates ; he would 
not look upon you as his Fathers Enemy , but as the Father of his deareſt friend , and if 
tove were joined to thoſe conſiderations, he would give you his whole life, and Darius, if 
he were living, would eaſily pardon him that offence. The King troubled with this di- 
courſe, would not ſuffer me to continue it ; | do not rule my felt (jaid he) = example 
of my Enemies, and of thoſe,who from the beginning of their Empire, have by all manner 
of wayes endeavoured to invade that of my Anceſtors. 1 never deſired peace ; in a War 
which they alwayes began , and as my hatred was more juſt; and more lawfully grounded, 
'tisnot to beth , if it be of longer continuance. I was infinitely aflited to 
ſee the King ſo obdurate, but I thought it not fit to preſs him further , ſo having walk'd 
half a ſcore ſteps without ſpeaking, Sir; (added I) fince your Majeſties indignation will 
got ſuffer meto ſay any thing more in behalf of the Prince your Son, be pleated to do me 
a favour that cannot be hurttfull to your ſervice, and give me leave to have the honour to 
make him a viſit ; that which I have heard ſpoken of him, may exruſe this curioſity ; and 
there are few perſons,in whom the reputation of that Prince , hath not begot a juſt deſire 
to ſee him. If 1 were not bound by ply'd the King) I ſhould eaſily grant your re- 
queſt, but 1 have engag'd my ſelf befo Gods to refuſe it to all the World. Theſe laſt 
words utterly ſtopp'd my mouth, nor had1 the confidence to entertain him further upori 
that ſubjeR. I left him within a while after; bur I was fo ill ſatisfied with that diſcourſe, 
that it was eaſie for my friends to obſerve it in my face. I gave an account of it to Theo- 
dates, who was afflicted with me at the little rouny we found in the King to love 
them that were of the bloud of Darius. I miſdoubred before (ſaid I) that Fortune, the pit- 
leſs Enemy of our houſe, did but feign a reconciliation with me; to make me the more 
ſible of her utmoſt cruelties, and I perceive by this renewing of my misfortunes , thar 
ſhe is preparing ſomething againſt me, worſe, if it be poſſible, than all ſhe has made me 
feel already. The hopes,ſhe had given me by Oroondares his return, find themſelves moſt 
cruelly deceiv'd, and that which | im ſuffer in his perſon, is a preſage. of what I 
erelong ſhall ſuffer in mine. Take not rm ſo ſoon (ſaid Theodates to comfort me) 
but hope for better uſage from your fortune than that you apprehend. Ir is true, the King 
hated the perſon, and is ſtill an Enemy to the memory of Darius , but when he ſhall know 
that*c is to his Son he is indebted for his life,8& for the peace of tus Kingdom, you ſhall ſeo 
all his reſentments give place,& moredue acknowledgement. By ſuch like diſcourſe, Theo- 
dates ſtroveto allay my diſcontents, and the ſame day m—_—_ communicated them ro my 
Princeſs, ſhe by all manner of expreſſions gave me to und d, how great a part ſhe 
bore in them. I laid aſide the reſolution 1 had taken, ro make my ſelf known to the King 
ſo ſuddenly as I intended, and to demand the affiſtance that was neceſſary for me to re- 
venge Darius, to procure the liberty of thoſe that were remaining of his poor family , to 
recover my dominions,8& to repair my honour ; finding that yet 1 had not power enough 
over him, and that it was hooks was to diſpoſe him by new, and more conſiderable ſervices 
than thoſe I had done him, to forget the animoſity he ſtill kept againſt our houſe. In the 
interim I endeavoured by the means of Theodates,and by all kind of inventions to corrupt 
the guards of the Caſtle of to obtain a ſight of the Prince,but they were alwayes in- 
exorable to my entreaties, and immoveable to the offers I cauſed to be made them: The 
King ſtill look'd upon me with his wonted eye, and my Princeſs was as favourable to me 
as Icould wiſh, but I could not ſo well diſpuiſe my inclinations to her, but that Arſacomes 
his intereſt,made him find occaſion by my frequent viſites,and by our long converſations, 
to ſuſpe& ſomethin , andto redouble his envy toward me. Yet durſt he not openly ſhow 
it, knowing my credit in the Court was not inferiour to his, and fearing to exaſperate the 
Princeſs more and more againſt him : but at that time there happen'd a very ſtrange alte- 
ration in my fortune, and now it is that I begin to enter into the diſcourſe of my moſt in- 

portant adventures. x of 
Ten or twelve dayes were hardly paſſed ſince my return , when one morning as I was 
going out of my Chamber, I ſaw ſome of the Kings guards at my dore, who forbad me 
toſtir forth : I turned roward their Captain who was come into my Chamber , and whom 
I had received as one that came to viſite me, andas I was going to ask him thereaſon of 
what I ſaw , he clapt his hand upon the hitt of my ſword , and demanded it of mein the 
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Kings name, I was ſo ſurpriſed at that enrounter , that he had taken it from my ſid 
forel obſerved what he was about , and that aſtoniſhment did without doubt Log 
reſiſtance , wherein perchance I might have periſhed. No ſooner was I diſarm'd , bur 1 
looked upon the Captain with a countenance , and with an action, that ſtruck a terrour 
in him, and made him know, it was no trivial enterpriſe he had performed in ſerzing upon 
me on that manner ; whar, Cleobis (ſaid 1) am I a priſoner hes to day, inthe = 
place where yeſterday I was Tryumphant ? Sir, (anſwered he) the King has command. 
ed me to ſecure your perſon, nor have I executed his order without being very ſorry for it. 
Do you not know the cauſe of your commiſſion (reply'd 1) and will you not tell me for 
what crime the Scythianscan accuſe him , whom bur ch other day, they called their de. 
fender , and preſerver. No, Sir, (ſaid the Captain,) neither is the King wont to de. 
clare his intentions to us in unployments of this nature ; I can oney tell you that yeſter. 
night after he wasin bed, he gave a long audience to a ſtranger, who of late has been 
a © llower of Arſacomes, and that as ſoon as he was come out of the Chamber , I received 
this command. Well, (added 1) I am bravely gewarded by the King of Scythia,and the 
ſervices 1 have done him deſerv'd this recom Though I was ſtirred with a moſt 
violent anger , I would not let it break fo any ſharper expreſlions, againſt the 
Father of Oroondates, and Berenice, and in the juſt ſence I had of that uſage , 1 preſerv'd 
a reſpe&,which ſuch moving —_—_ me toward him. Thus did 1 ſee my ſelf a pri. 
ſoner , where butthe day before 1 had appear'd with fo great renown , and though this 
kind of uſage , was ſomething hard to a Prince, who knew no condition in the World 
above his own , and who by actions conſiderable enough;, had deſerved nothing leſs; 
yet was I fain to bear that affliction without ' murmuring, and to bleſs what 1 began to 
ſuffer for Berenice, I ſtudied at firſt to find what nught be the cauſe of my impriſon- 
ment, but when Cleobis had told me of the Kings diſcourſe with that ftranger , Iimme. 
diately believed Arſaces was diſcovered to be Artaxerxes. This did not ſeem ar all ſtr 
to me, and I knew very well, I ſhould have h ado, to be ſolong in Scythia , with. 
out having my face taken notice of by ſome or other , who might have been in the 
Court of Perſia if the rumour of my death had not facilicated my diſguiſe,and croſſed the 
opinion of choſe, who elſe might have believed they had ſeen me there. 1 underwent this 
change of my fortune patiently mo and onely begg'd of the Gods, chat niy Prince 
might not beentangled in my ruin ; the Kings ſeverity giving me ſome cauſe of fear for 
her, by the-example I had before my eyes, ot his uſage of the Prince his Son: ſcarce had I 
had the leaſureto conſider what reſolution I ſhould take, when I ſaw him come into 
Chamber, attended by thoſe in whom he had greateſt confidence, and to whom he de- 
clared his moſt important ſecrets, having left his guards at the door , that they mipht not 
be witneſſes of the diſcourſe he deſired to have with.me, 1 found not that cheer in 
his face, which he was wontto have when he ſaw me, and inſtead of that kind reception 1 
uſually had from him, there was nothing in his eyes,and countenance but marks oft an. 
,and new animoſity. I went to meet him at his coming in, with an aCtion bur very lit- 
tle troubled, and with my ordinary reſpect, and having given him a falute not much dif. 
ferent from what he was wont to receive of me, he looking upon me with a fiery eye,and 
with a face kindled by a paſlion,which he was-not well able to maſter. I come to viſite you 
(aid he) Sir Artaxerxes, and this reſpect is a beginning of what is due to the knowledge 
of your quality. The ignorance of it has made me faulty toward you, but when I ſhall once 
have it confirm'd by your own mouth, I will repair the errours I have committed, by uſage 
more ſuitable to what I oweto the Prince of Perſia. After theſe words , I no longer had 
any reaſon todoubt the-cauſe of my mpriſonment , and though in them I gre nga EX» 
traordinary ſharpnebs, I was notterritied enough to diſown the bloud of Darius. I judged 
that ſuch a baſeneſs, would render mg unworthy of the honour I had to be deſcended from 
him, and that all the dangers I could apprehend after that diſcovery , ought not to be ſuf- 
ficient to make me ſtoop to ſo ſhametull a diſtimulation. In this belief looking upon the 
King with confidence enough. They that endezvour to ruin me in your Majeſties thoughts 
(faid 1) have but ſmall knowledge of your generoſity, and of the lictle love I bear to life, 
but if it were a thouſand times more dear to me than it is,and that I manifeſtly ſaw the loſs 


of it in this confellion, there is no fear ſo powerfull , as to make me difayow the begewss 
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have to be of the race of Darius. His misfortunes , which ought to ſerve all Kings for an 
example, have not taken any thing from him of his dignity, nor from his of the glory to 
be born of the firſt Monarch of all the earth; If I did not derlare it ſooner, 't was becauſe I 
waited till fortune ſhould prefent me with occaſions ro do you ſervices,that might be con- 
ſiderable enough to blot that hatred out of your mind , which you have born my family, 
and to make me diſcover that more Jr ge wes 6 which I now onely confirm to your Ma- 
jelty, after the knowledge you have of it already. Yes, Sir, I am Darius his Son ; Fortune 
brought me into your territories, after ſhe had made me to be taken from among the dead 
bodies at the battel of Selena ; Your vertue, your favourable uſage, and the remembrance 
of what I ow'd to the friendſhip of Oroondartes ſtaid me here, and the hope I had in your 
generofiry,and in the ſupport of my dear Brother , brought me back again after the loſs of 
my nearelt friends, and of my dominions. I believed that by my ſervices, I might merite 
from you Aa part of that affeftion Oroondates had received trom Darius,and that againſt 
our general Enemy, I could not hope for a more fitting ſanRuary,than in the Court of my 
friends, Father, and of a King,who had honoured me himſelf with his affe&ion. Nor did 
[ onely hope that King, and that friend, would afford me a ſecure retreat , bur alſo their 
affiſtance, to raiſe my ſelf to the throne again, to revenge the death, and captivity of my 
Father, Mother, and Siſters, and to recover my reputation, If this confidence in your ge- 
nerofity be my crime, I cannot deny Sir , but I am truely criminal , and if this knowledge 
has made me loſe my liberty , and cauſed the change I obſerve in your —_— I will not 
difavow it, nor hide him from your indignation, who hath voluntarily expoſed himſelf to 
it. [uttered theſe words with an affuredneſs,which as I believe, hindred the King from in- 
terrupting me before I had ended them ; but when I had done ſpeaking , he turned his 
flaming eyes upon thoſe that were with him, and then ſerting them upon my face with a 
furious ation. Is it true than (ſaid he) that you are Darius tus Son, and that you are bold 
enough to make a confeſſion in my preſence, which cannot but be fatal to you amongſt 
the Scythians ? Is it true that you are the Son of my mortal , and irreconcileable Enemy, 
of him who hath often dyed our Fields red with the bloud of our ſubjects, and with mine 
own, and who many times brought fire, ſword, and deſolation into my Kingdom,and in- 
ſtead of conſidering that the Gods have delivered you into my hands to give me ſome fa- 
tisfaction for the injuries I have receiv'd from you and yours , do you pretend to be pro- 
tected and aſliſted by me? I was mov*d with this cruel diſcourſe , bur 1 yet confiderals the 
Father of Berenice, and Oroondates, and ſtruggling againſt my reſentments to keep my 
ſelf within the reſpe& I ow'd him. Ir istrue, Sir, (reply'd I) I am the Son of him who was 
heretofore your Enemy ; but that which I have done for you, and yours, the marks where- 
of are ſtill freſh in the heart of your Kingdom , and in the limites of your territories , and 
which 1 alſo bear in many parts of my body, may ſufficiently tell you, that you bave few 
friends have done you ſervices like thoſe you have received from the Son of your Enemy. 
No, Sir, I do not believe you can yet hold him for your Enemy, who abandoned his own 
intereſts for yours, and who, to the prejudice of his Dominions , to the prejudice of his 
bloud, nay, and even to the prejudice of his honour, fought for you and yours, while his 
Countrey was on fire, and while his neareſt friends became a prey to the fury of his Ene- 
mies. I know not whither the Kings anger was then riſen of it ſelfto the height , or that 
theſe words accompanied with ſome reproaches, drew him to extremity of rage ; but how- 
ſoever it were, he then went beyond the bounds of that moderation which was befitting a 
perſon of his quality , and breaking forth with a violence which put a fear into all thoſe , 
that attended him , Ah ! impoſter (cried he) doſt thou think by thy artifices to eſcape 
my juſt indignation , and to diſguiſe thoſe pernicious defignes which brought thee into 
Scythia ; thou cameſt to execute what thou hadſt plotted with Oroondates in Perſia , and 
tis for that end thou haſt liv'd unknown here in my Kingdom;the example of that friend, 
hath ra nya thee in thy wicked intentions, and by thine own conteſſion , thou arc 
capable as he is of all manner of perfidiouſneſs, after having betray'd thy neareſt kindred, 
and abandon'd thy Father in his utmoſt calamities. O Gods ! how deeply did theſe cruel, 
and injurious words pierce into my ſoul, and how was the grief I felt for thoſe dear friends 
renew'd, by that wrongfull, bloudy reproach , of having betray'd them , and of having 
abandon'd them ; certainly it would be very hard to expreſs it, and *t will ſuffice me to tell 
x Vuuuuu 4 you, 


F 
F/ F 
& 
| 


A ny emma 


160 CASSANDRA. PaxTIV. 


you, I loſt part of my reaſon, and part of my underſtanding, and *t is the loſs of them,dear 
Brother, that ſhall obtain your pardon, for what my tranſport made me reply to him 
whom nature hath tied you to with ſo near a relation. Ingratefull, barbarons King, ( ſaid 
I) if thou hadſt any ſpark of honour, or any ſence of vertue, thou wouldſt remember that 
thou hadſt not now been alive but for him whom thou uſeſt ſo unworthyly , nor wouldſt 
thou go about to blaſt the reputation of two Princes, who have nothing to be aſham'd of 
but what the one received from thee , and which the other has done for thee. I cannor 
draw any example from my forefathers, of the pertidiouſneſs wherewith thou reproacheſt 
me, and that of his , cannot corrupt the vertue of Oroondates. Compleat thy cruelties 
againſt him, to whom they ſhall henceforth be dearer than thy friendſhip, and ſince thou 
neither deſerveſt ſuch a Son as Oroondates, nor ſuch a friend as Artaxerxes , glut thy felf 
with the remnant of the moſt illuſtrious bloud in the World , and believe,that tor all 1 am 
alone, and unarm'd, I could yet ſhed thine,if a ſtronger conſideration than any reſpe&to 
thee did not withold me. Ar theſe ſo bold, and perhaps ſo unlook'd for words, the Ki 
ſtood as unmoveable as a ſtatue; I know not what reaſon hindered him from letting | 
his indignation inſtantly upon me, ſeing he might very eaſily have cauſed me to be kilf'd, 
but I could no longer endure his preſence, & as ſoon as ever I had done ſpeaking, I turn'd 
about, and went into my cloſlet, ſhutting the door after me. 
Behold a very ſudden change, and a ſtrange revolution of my fortune ; the day before, 

I had been conſ1dered among the Scythians, as he,who by the greatneſs of his credit, was 
the onely man that could diſpute for the firſt place with Arſacomes, and then I ſaw my ſelf 
not encly fallen from that power, but had driven my affairs to ſuch extremities, that in all 

robability I was like to periſh. Yet the fear of that rouch'd me but a lictle,and as nothing 
W Berenice, and Oroondates made me care for life , ſo nothing but their remembrance 
was ableto diſquiet me ; I fear'd that the King was informed of my love, and of my Prin. 
ceſſes favour toward me as well as of my quality, and this laſt knowledge of his rigour, 
made me alſo afraid for the deſtiny of Oroondates ; Theſe apprehenſions were then 
ſharpeſt diſcontents ; and if love, and friendſhip, had not united themſelves with my di- 
ſaſters to torment me, 1 had courage enough, and was fufficiently inured to misfortunes, 
to bear my impriſonment with patience. The King had been upon the very point of let- 
ting his wrath break forth immediately againſt me , and was fo highly offended at my 
words, that if he had not been as prudent a politician, as he was a violent, and ri 
Enemy, he would have made me find a ſudden death amongſt the Javelines of his guards. 
Yet did he overmaſter himſelf , whither it were that he judged other formalities neceſſary, 
for the putting to death of a man of my quality, or that he believed the Scythians loved me 
too well to ſuffer ſuch a violent execution without murmuring, Before he went out of 
Chamber, he by an Oath,which is inviolable among the Scythians , bound all thoſe that 
were come in with him, to keep the knowledge of my true quality ſecret , and inventing 
another pretence for my being caſt out of favour, he kept hs whole World in ignorance 
of the true one. The day wasnot half run out, when my guards, leading me out of my 
lodging, made me get into a Chariot, and having ſhut the ſides of it up cloſe, removed me 
toa houſe that was the uſual place, where great perſons were wont to be impriſonet;there 
was I pur, and kept with much watchfulneſs, and ſeverity. True it is , my keepers were as 
civilto me as I could defire without hurt to themſelves , and remembring the credit Ihad 
lately had amongſt them,and how I had often made uſe of it in their favour,they comply'd 


. with mein allthings that could not ſerve to the attaining of my liberty 2 *Twas by their 
means [I procured that Criton, and the two Scythians Theodates had put to me, and who 


had accompanied mein my voyages, ſhould be of the number of thoſe that were left to 
wait upon me. They had the freedom to get out and in , but from the ſecond day they 
were ſearch'd , Which was the cauſe I durſt not venture any letters by them , for far of 
ting the Princeſs, and thoſe in whom I truſted, into manifeſt danger. The King at firſt 
fad ſome ſuſpicion of Theodates , and knowing the near friendſhip that was between us, 

he believed him not ignorant of my true quality , nor of thoſe deſigns whereof he ac 
me, and was going to have clapt him up, as well as me ; but within a while after having 
asked hitn certain queſtions about it , he found a great deal of innocence in his anſwers, 
and remembring the fidelity wherewith he had ever ſerved him , he gave over Ry 
im 
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him , and believed that his friendſhip to me , was grounded upon ſome obligations I had 
laid upon him. Yet did he refuſe him leave to vitite me, and uſed all thoie fo ill who 
dared to ask him , that no body had the boldneſs to ſpeak ro him of it any more, By this 
order it came to paſs , that 1 was many dayes belore i heard from my Princels , or from 
Theadates, and I paſſed them with an inconceivable tediouſneſs,and im patiency. Till then 
I had not imparted any thing of my love, or of my true quality to Criton,, nor to my 
wwo Seythians , believing thoſe ſecrets ſo important as not to be truſted to any man ex- 
cept Theodartes , but they :were made acquainted with my birth , by the diſcourſe the 
King had with me, and I had already received fo great and fo certain proofs of their fide- 
lity, in a ſervice of many years , that though the neceſlity of my affairs had not obliged 
me to diſcover my ſelf ro them , I thought 1 could no longer conceal any thing from them 
without being ungratefull. I laid my heart therefore open to them , and thart laſt know- 
ledge they had of me , having madethem more reſpecttull than betore , they caſt them- 
ſelves at my feet , and received that proof of my confidencein them , with fuch a zeal, 
and fuch an affection as drew tears from my eyes , and made me find ſome comfort in 
my aMiction. Yet durſt Inot give them any meſſage to my Princels , but they ſaw Theo- 
dates often , and not daring to bring ws letters trom him for tear of the hazard they ran 
of being ſearch'd , they told me by word of mouth , how extreamly he was grieved for 
my misfortyge , and how he had taken a reſolution, either to periſh , or to tind ſome 
means to ſeeme, and do me ſervice ; they alſo brought me word from him, that my Prin- 
ceſs rook as deep an intereſt in my ſufferings as I could defire , and that notwithſtanding 
allthe endeavours ſhe uſed to difſemble her ſadneſs , ſhe could not hinder part of it from 
ingin her face. Though I doubted not before of my Princeſſes goodneſs, 1 was 
comforted by this news , and prepared my ſelf with more joy , to undergo all the miſeries 
I was deſtined to for her fake : yet could I not, for all my conſtancy, keep my ſelf from be- 
wailing my captivity ſometimes, but much leſs for the danger that threatned me , and for 
the loſs of that favour to which I was raiſed, than for the abſence of my Princeſs;and when 
Icomplained of the King of Scythia's cruelty, and ingratitude, I accuſed him not ſo. much 
for having deprived me of my liberty , as for having deprived me of the ſight of Bere- 
nice, My furtheſt walk was limited within the ſpace of a Chamber, a Cloſſer, and an our- 
ward room, where Criton and my two Scythians lay. My Chamber had a window that 
overlooked a ſcurvy little garden , but the window had a double lron grate before ir, and 
the garden was encloſed with a very high wall. One night | was in my bed , where my 
cruel diſquiets would nor ſuffer me to ileep , when in that ſtill tilence, I often heard a 
noiſe at my window , and hearkning atrentively to it , I gueſſed that it was cauſed by cer- 
tain ſtones which were thrown againit the Iron bars , I called Criton, who was aſleep in 
the Ante-chamber, and having made him riſe, I bad him open the window, Scarce had 
be done fo, when by help of the Moon , which then caſt a dim, faint light, he perceived a 
maninthe garden , who as ſoon as he heard the noiſe of the window , came near enough 
tobe known by Criton for Prince Theodates. Criton no ſooner knew him , but he told 
me of ir , and preſently 1 leaped out of bed, with a joy intermixed with fear , by reaſon 
ofthe danger to which my dear Theodates expoſed himſelf. As ſoon as I diſcerned him, 
Iput forth my head as far as the grate would ſuffer me , and raiſing my voyce as loud as 1 
durſt , for fear of waking my guards,who were aſleepin a room beyond the Ante-cham- 
ber; My dear friend (ſaid 1) is it you ? Yes, Sir, (anſwered he) It is even], and if I have 
not the liberty to entertain you at a nearer diſtance , neither accuſe the fear of danger, 
nor the want of my affe&tion. Jt is too well known to me to doſo, (reply'd I) and you 
now give me a proof of it, for which I with all my heart would have diſpenced with you 
tisnot without trouble that I enjoy this happineſs , and how dear ſoever you are to me, 
had rather want it than ſee you pur your Fortune to ſo manifeſt a hazard. Yle hazard ic 
a any time and my life withall , {faid Theodates) to repay a part of what I owe you, 
and if need ſhould require me to give it you without any condition , you ſhall never ſee 
meavoid the occaſions. You are too generous in your friendſhips (anſwered ]) to be 
the friend of Arſaces, and the Heavens ought to have given your vertue a more happy 
choice, We had ſome other words of civility upon that ſubject ,. bur having put an end 
to them to fall into a more important converſation ; Well, dear Theodates (aid 1) ey 
{tands 
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firſt, and by making me ceaſe to ſee you, he can neither take it away, nor reſtore it. Tet has he 
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ſtands my fortune, and what are ny Princeſſes thoughts in this change of my condition ? 
Does not tear, or 1cme unjuſt cor.{ideration of what ſhe ows to her Fathers inclinations 
make her abate ſon.ething of the affection ſhe has promiſed me? Does ſhe not repenc 
her having look'd upon a miſerable man, or at leaſt does ſhe not bear his misfortune with 
an inſenſiblenels, bas 1 ſhould never have ſuſpeRted her > You have leſs cauſe to do 
ſo than ever | ſaid Theodates | nor can you complain of her1in this occaſion, without do. 
ingan Act of injuſtice, whereot y ou could never de:erve pardon. Her thoughts are more 
paſſionate, and more obliging to you, than you ought to delire, and I can afſure you 
the ſtood in need ot all her courage, to keep her ſelt from ſinking under her diſcontene 
Cyllenia and | receive proofs which will not ſuffer us to doubt of it, and you ſhallre. 
ceive ſome your ſelt by this Letter whereof I undertook the Delivery. At theſe words 1 
felt a joy, which for a tew moments made me forget all my afHitions, and calling Criton 
ro me again, whom | had fer to watch near the Koom where my Guards lay, we ſtudied 
together for ſome invention to draw upthe Letter to us. Wecut ſome of our Linnen 
into narrow pieces, ard tying them one to another, made a ſtring long enough to reach 
to T heodares; he took it by the end, and tied the Letter to it ; and 1 no ſooner had got it 
into my hands, but | made Criton light a Candle, and not fearing Theodates would take 
it ill, | read thele welcome words from my adored Princels, 


T he Princeſs Berenice to Prince Arſaces. 


F you have met with ingratitude among ſt my friends, ſtretch not your reſentments, my 
dear Arſaces, {o far as me; but believe my condition cannet be goed, ſo long as yours ts bad; 
I ſuffer, becauſe you are ill uſed, and 1 ſuffer more, becauſe you ſuffer for my ſake. Not that I 
bewail my deſtiny, it yeu continue to love me ; 1 ſhall never be unhappy, if you be ever faith. 
full, nor ſhall you ever be unfortunate, if Berenices affeftion can contribute to your felicity; 
all the perſecutions that riſe up againſt us, ſhall not be able to ſhake it, and the King of Scythi 
can ſhew mo cruelty to Arſaces, that will not equally be fatal to 
BERENICE. 


In theſe few words, which I kiſſed a thouſand times, I found ſo many cauſes of com 
fort, that 1 in ſome ſort rejoyc'd at my impriſonment, which had afforded methe occaſi- 
on of receiving thoſe ſweet confirmations of my Princeſſes affe&tion. This conſideration 
would have taken me up whole hours, if I had not made a conſcience of abuſing Theoda- 
tes his patience, who was waiting alone in the Garden, and who for all he was a Prince, 
did me the ſame cftices I could have hop'd for from my meaneſt ſervant. As ſoon as be 
was come cloſe under the window, putting my head out as I had done before, Moſt ob- 
liging Prince [" ſaid 1 ] and the molt generous friend of all thoſe that ever bore 
that name, your goodneſs puts me into a-confuſion which 1 am not able to expreſs, 
'Tis enough, [interrupted Theodartes | reſerve theſe complements for others, and think 
now of ſending the Princeſs an Anſwer. Since you will have it ſo[ replied I | lle drive my 
incivility to the utmoſt, and | know you will be ſo good as to pardon it, in conſideration 
of my misfortunes, With theſe words, I went from the window, leaving my good friend 
to walk alone in the Garden. The ſame ſervants that had accompanied him, andthat had 
broughtthe Ladder, wherewith he had gotten over the Wall, ſtaid for hun in the next 
ſtreet, and kept watch to hinder.him from being ſurpriſed. Criton had found means, from 
the beginning of my impriſonment, to procure Ink and Paper from my Guards, and ha- 
ving given it me, I writ to my Princels in theſe terms. | 


Arſaces to the Princeſs Berenice, | 
O, my dear Princeſs, I ſhall never be unfortunate ſo long as you remember me, and all 
N that I ſhall ſuffer for you, inſtead of afflifting me, ſhall be accounted a moſt glorious re- 
compence. It was not 1n the Kings power to deprive me of my liberty, I loſt it when 1 ſaw you 


uſed all the cruelty he could againſt me, and not being able to rob me of my Princeſſes affefti- 
on, 
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on, he has robbed me of her ſight, ſince that was a thing within the limit of bis authoruy. It us 
nely 1 the want of it, that my impriſonment conſiſts, and being forbidden to ſee you, I ſhould 
he as much a Priſoner in the open Field as in the cloſeſt Dungeen. Fear nothin therefore for 
me, dear P rinceſs, ſince (except thoſe that depend on you) this 1s the — unhappineſs I 
can receive, and being ſecured by your promiſe, of whatſoever I conld apprehend, all that our 
Entmies can do 15 not terrible enough to ſtrike fear into the courage of Arſaces. 
Ld 
When I had folded up this Letter, I tied it to the ſtring, and going to the window a- 
gain, 1 let it down into Theodares his hand, with words full of affection and acknow- 
ledgement for the good offices hedid me. Wethad ſome other diſcourſe, touching what 
the Kings intentions might be againſt me, whereof Theodates told me he was asignoram 
251; yet could he not believe, that the = would come to extremities againſt me, 
aſter the ſervices I had done to his Kingdom, and to his perſon ; and we both believ'd he 
would ſpin out my impriſonment in lengeh, ro determine of it according to the Event of 
his Aﬀairs. We had many thingsto ſay to one another, but I fear'd leaſt Theodates 
ſhould be RE in ſo longa viſit, and fo 1 forc'd himto go away, though he defir'd rg 
have diſcourſed with me longer. | 
Afr that night,Lfaw him many others by the ſame means, but never wichout brinpiug 
me marks of my Princefles remembrance,8&'rwas by them lefſen'd the wearifomadſs of my 
wpriſonment, which after the loſſes] had undergone, would not have been fupportahble, 
but for thoſe ſweet confolations. 1 learn'd by him bow Arſacomes continued his perſecu- 
vons, and though 1 found a Remedy againſt that miſchief, un the knowledge of the little 
frutthey reap'd, I ſaw great cauſe of fear, when I heard they were approved by the King, 
and that that inſojent man, imployed his Authority, to acquire what he could not /gbtain 
by the merit of his perſon. My Princeſs did me the-bonour,ta write me divers Levers vpon 
that ſubje&, and receiv'd a great many of mine about it ; you will diſpence with me if I 
repeat them nor, for if I ſhould tie my ſelf punRually to a particular Recital, my Narra- 
tion would be of an extraordinary length. I had already been many monerths in Priſon, 
[the true cauſe of it being known but to very few, who being bound by Oath, never de- 
cared that ſecret to any body | during which I at ſeveral times heard news from Theoda- 
tes, which produced different effe&ts in me. The firſt was that of Zopirio's entring into 
(ythia, whoſe firſt progreſs Theodates told me, and with it the fright of all the Scythi- 
ans, upon the Report of Alexanders coming. I continued many days without learnin 
what General would be ſent againſi hol dread Focys, chbugh Theodates brought 
me word that all the Scythians petitioned the King for their Princes liberty, and cried a- 
loud, that no other body could be ſet to eppoſe that Conquerour of all the Earth. The 
King, by the counſel of interefled perſons, did long forbear to fatisfie their deſires, but in 
the end, he found ſo much juſtice in them, or rather ſo little ſecurity to himſelf and his, 
the Election of another Commander, | he himſelf being already grown infirm with 
years, and very unfit to undertake ſuch an Enterpriſe | that he promiſed them what they 
had ſo earneſtly long'd for, and reſoly'd to put an end to that tedious and unjuſt Captivi- 
ty, for which all Scythia had much lamented. I was extremely over-jo'd, when I heard this 
povling news by T heodates, and though my friendſhip to my dear Brother was ſufficient 
te make me ſo, yet I confeſs it was increaſed by ſome little mixture of intereſt, I 
doubted not, but I ſhould ſtill findethe ſame affeRtion from him, he had formerly ſhew'd 
me, and was confident that inthe Authority he was going to recover, I might hope for all 
the ſupport, and allthe aſſiſtance I could defire. Yet did I not think it fit he ſhould ſo 
ſoon learn the truth of my affairs, for fear leaſt being but upon the point of getting again 
into his fathers good opinion,the indeavours,he ſhould uſe in favour of me,might caſt him 
nto his diſpleaſure more deeply than before, and deſtroy a fortune that was yet but weak- 
} ſettled. To prevent this danger, I made Theodates ſwear, he would do a thing I ſhould 
ere him, and after I had ſtrongly ingag'd him, that there was no longer any cauſe to 
doubt his promilſe,{] intreated him, Brother, that he would not make you acquainted, with 
what he knew concerning me, till the end of the War to which you were going, becauſe 
I was affraid, that news would be enough to make you quit the imployent that was given 
you, which would certainly incenſe the King againſt you more than ever, and ſo utterly 
ruine. 


we. 
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ruine you. Theodates made great difficulty of granting me this Requeſt, bur he was ſo af 
tied by his Oaths, whereof the Scythians have a particular veneration, that after he had 
reſiſted a good while, he was fain inthe end to confirm the promiſe he had made me. This 
was the cauſe,dear Brother,that hindered him from telling you myAdventures,during thar 
Voyage in which he accompanied you, though as he has rold me ſince, it was not withour 
great violence upon his inclinations. The Prince of * cythia interrupting Arſaces here jc 
is true| ſaid he | Brother, Theodartes did religiouſly obſerve what he had promiſed you 
and ſtill ſpeaking to me of you, as of Arſaces, he contented himſelf, with begetting ie 
in me-toward you, by the recital of your good qualities, without ever making me ſuf 
that you were Artaxerxes. Alas, 1 was far from imagining any ſuch thing, and neither 
time, nor the continued courſe of my Adventures, had been able to make me loſethe re. 
membrance of my dear Brothers death ; It was always preſent to my thoughts, and now 1 
call to minde, that when it drew tears from my Eyes, and made me fall into thoſe lamenta. 
tions which 1 owed unto ſo dear a memory, Theodates would alleadge Examples to make 
me believe, that by ſome ſtrange effe&t of fortune, you might ſtill be alive, and that there 
had been perſons deceiv'd, akter as great probabilities as thoſe which had perſwaded us 
you were dead. 

While the Prince was ſpeaking thus, Dinner was brought in,and thoſe illuſtrious perſons, 
made a pleaſing Meal together, during which, their diſcourſe was partly concerningthe 
marvellous Events Arſaces had recounted, and they had no ſooner dined, bur that Prince 
diſpoſed himſelf to go on with the remainder of his ſtory: the company, who fear'd leaſt 
ſpeaking ſo long might be hurtfull to him in his preſent condition, would have difſwaded 
him from continuing his Narration, but he told them he felt himſelf well enough to make 
an end of it without prejudiceto his health, and ſo having put them into their formerſi. 

lence, he went on where he had left, on this manner. 
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Wmatf He joy I had receiy'd, dear Brother, by the news which gave me hope of 
| [Oe your liberty, was moderated by that which Theodates brought me the 
day after, when he told me the King had commanded him to accompany 
US you in that voyage, which Arſacomes, who was allo to go along with 
ou. This was a very ſenſible blow to me, and when I ſaw my {elf reduc'd to lole the 
conſolation of that dear friena, I knew not which way I ſhould be able to bear it, The- 
odates ſeemed no lels troubled at it then I was, and would rather have drawn the Kin gs 
anger upon himſelf, then have forlaken me in a ſeaſon when he was lo neceſſary to me ; 
but I was very unwilling my freindſhip ſhould be preyudiciall to him, therefore repre- 
ſenting that I was not like to runne any hazard of my life during his abſence, and thac 
the King ſeemed to be a little mollifiicd fince my impriionmeat, I afcer a long con* 
teftation, pertwaded him to leaye me for a time. 1 will not entertain you with the diſ- 
courſe of our farewells, the place would not ſuffer us to embrace one another, but it 
hindred us not from ſaying all that fo tender an afteRion as ours, could make us utter 
at ſuch a parting, We took as good order in my affairs, as the haſtinels of your depar- 
ture would permit, bur it was to ſudden that the next day I was deprived of that dear 
friend, who lo generouſly aſſiſted me to ſupport the burthen of my misfortunes. I heard 
in what manner the King had ferch'd you out of priſon himſelf, and how he had made 
you to take horſe, without giying you the liberty to come intothe Town, or lo much 
as to ſee the Princefſe your hfter, and 1 judg'd with lome probability, that knowing 
how earneſtly you would intereſs your felt on my behalf, he had us'd that caution in your 
departure, to keep you from all knowledge of me ; which 1 the rather belicy'd becauſe 
he appointed none of thoſe to wait upon you in your yoyage,who had been preſent at our 
laſt conyerlation ; and for Arlacomes,if he knew who 1 was,as it was likely he did fince 
it was by one of his creatures I thought my (elf co have been diſcovered, he wanted not 
many reaſons powerfull enough to oblige him to ſilence. 1 was left in a very gloomy 
night, though it were lightned with ſome ſmall beam of hope, in theexpeRation of your 
return, and {weetned with fome comfort by the going away of Arlacomes, who by that 
means loſt the opportunity,of making any adyantage of my impriſonment, for the further- 
ance of his pretenlions to Berenice ; 'cis true che Queen his filter lupplyed his place well 
enough, and tormented that poor Princeſs in ſuch manner, that ſhe was often conftrain'd 
to make complaints againlt her, by whoſe ill ulage ſhe was driven beyond the limits of 
her uluall moderation. | receiv'd no more of her letters after Theodactes his deparrure, 
but Criton ſaw Cillenia every day, and learned news of her, which he ſtill brought me 
by word of mouth. This was ſome eale to my affii&ions for being deprived of lo dear a 
fight, yer not lo great an one, but that they began to overwhelm me, and to put mc into 
ſuch a condition, as might haue moy'd pitty even in the King of Scythia himlelt. Iliv'd 
onthis manner, or rather ſutficd a contiguall death, when my miſeries receiv'd a bloudy 
lurcharge, and that which I had ever apprehended, 
Queen Stratonice finding with what repugnance the Princeſſe defended her felf 
Aaaaaaa againſt 
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againſt her Brothers affeCtion, and imagining by the opinion ſhe had of him that he was 
handſome enough to merit hers, beliey'd that lo [trong a reſiſtance, both againſt his pec- 
ſecutions, and againſt the Rings command, could not proceed from any thing elle buran 
averſion caus'd by ſome other loye. Arſacomes had — told her his tulpicions of 
me, and had by that adyertilement oblig'd her to oblerye my aCtions more heedfully then 
before ; nor was ſhe contented with that care, bnt that ſhe might be perfectly ſatisfied 
of the truth, ſhe by preſents, and promiſes, had corrupted one of the Prineefſes maids 
who had formerly belonged to her, and had lo diſpoſed her to a treacherous comply- 
ance with her intentions, that that difluyall wench, had no other thought bur to play fl 
ſpic upon her Miſtrefſes ations, and to (eek occaſions of betraying her, as the means tg 
make her ſelf a fortune. The Princeſſe truſted her not with the lecrert of her affeRtion, 
neither did ſhe miſtruft her, but next to Cyllenia uſed her as favourably as any of the 
reſt, She obſery'd che frequent dilcourles berweenCritton,and Cyllenia during my impri- 
fonment,and by telling the Queen of them confirm'd her in her tulpicions, and drew more 
conſiderable gifts, and promiles, that engag'd her further in her pernicious deſign, which 
ſhe found means to effe&t when ſhe leaſt expeRted it. The Princels contrary tothe requeſt 
T had often made her, keptall my letters, and not thinking ſhe had any body about her ſo 
falle as to ſeek to betrayher,onely lock'd them up in a cabiner.with thoſe other things ſhe 
valued moſt, One day having thu her ſelfup into her cloſet Cloſſet with Cyllenia,after 
ſhe had entertained her a while with the grief which her goodneſſe made her ſenſible of 
for my tufferings, ſhe call'd for her Cabinet, and fought to comfort her {elf in her 
dilconcents, by her reading of my letters. She fate leaning upon a table, where ſhe 
read them over one after another, bur before ſhe had done, ſhe was ſurpriſed in that 
tedious imployment, by ſleep which inſeafibly ole into her eyes. Cyllenia not taking 
notice that her Miſtrefle was fallen aſleep, and being calld away by ſome other buſ- 
neſſe, went very imprudently out of the Clofſer, ſhucting the door but half way 
after her. Whule ſhe was abſent and the Princeſle aſlcep, that perfidious creature who 
ſery'd Stratonice in her inteation, and had {et her mind upon noching bur her treachery, 
came eicher by chance, or out of deſign into the chamber, where ſhe neicher found the 
Princefſe nor any of her companions, and then drawing near the cloſſer door, which ſhe 
ſaw half open, after ſhe had pull'd it a little further, ſhe thruſt in her head, and faw 
the Princeſle aſleep upon the laſt letter ſhe was reading, and by her all the reft, where- 
of ſome were open. That fight made her gueſle inſtantly part of the truth, and taking 
courage by hope of the recompence ſhe expected, ſhe grew 1o bold as ro go into the 
cloſer, and to fiteal ſoftly to the table, wheie ſeeing that her Miſtrils waken'd not, 
ſhe took four of my letters, from among a ſcore of others,and putting them up in haſt, went 
out again not making any noile, and paſſed through the chamber without meeting 
any body that could diſcover her. Within a while after Cyllenia being return'd and 
Berenice awake, ſhe gaye her the cabinet to ſet away, not perceiving the theft, by 
reaſon of the number of letters, The wench was no-looner in a place where ſhecould 
look upon her prey, but ſhe preſently caſt her eyes upon it, and 1n the firſt words ſhe 
read, found all that was deſired of her. She delayed not a minute to go to Sratonice's 
lodgings, and having eafily obtained a particular audience, deliyer'd her the letters 
ſhe 7 Rtollen ; As toon as Stratonice had read one of them, ſhe law her ſell but too 
much confirm'd in her opinion, and having in thereft found more then ſhe wiſhed for 
her brothers tatisfaQtion, was tranſported with anger, and went full of reſentment in* 
/to the Kings chamber, where ſhe made her cruell acculation to him, and gaye him 
thole wicnefles that were to convince us. The King having formerly receiy'd many 
lerters froms mie. and was ſo well acquainted with my hand, that it was eaſy for him to 
know it at the firſt Gght, The aſtoniſhment of Azon at the ſudden alteration of his 
ſhape, was not to be equall'd to that of the King of Scythia, at the fight of my lercers, 
nor can 1 repreſent what a confuſion ſeiz'd on him, when in the firſt he open'd he found 
theſe words, 
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Arſaces 
To the Princeſs Beyrenice, 


I ſhould have been dead, Fair _ but for the ſweet conſolations you afford my 
miſeries. and my enemies had trywmphed over my life as ſoon as my libertie, if they 
could have tryumphed over your conſtancy. But can I have any reaſon to complain of 
them ſince in the deſign of ruining me, they raiſe my fortune, and ſince they ſeem to 
have depriv'd me of my Princeſſes ſight, only to give me the occaſions of knowing her 
affeftion? this happineſs is -— prany above all my misfortunes, and for a gain of (0 great 
mmport ance, my greateſt loſſes are but inconfiderable. 

O Gods? ( cryed the King as he made an end of reading this letter ) with what 
kind of affeion will you oyerwhelm me,and by what a —_ I ſo highly incented 
you, that you ſhould arm my ingratefull family aganſtmy repoſe, and againſt my 

tation ? Ah. Berenice, fooliſh Berenice, whom I never ſuſpected of ſuch lightneſs, 
and of ſuch a perfidioulnels, by what ulage have I giyea thee cauſe to betray me, and 
by what puniſhments canſt thou be ableto blot out the offence thou haſt committed 


apainlt me ? Haying ſaid thus he open'd another letter, in which with a like altoniſhment 
he read thele words, 


Arlaces 
To the Princeſs Berenice. 


My ſorrows are redoubled by the knowledge of yours, and I am leſſe ſenſible of my 
own miſeries . then of the perſecutions you ſuffer from that inſolext Brother, and his 
cruell Siſter ; but pardon me, Dear Princeſſe, if I cannot be totally afflitted at them, 
ner think with trouble of the aſſaults you receive, without looking with joy upon the gene- 
rows reſiſtance you make in favour of me ; my advantages thereby are too great to looſe the 
remembrance of them utterly, and if I had not had an indiſcreet rivall, and a trouble= 
ſome enemy, I ſhould not ſo ſoon have known the conſtancy of my adored Princeſſe. 

The King was ſo tranſported at the reading of theſe, that he had not patience to read 


the other letters, but the Queen open'd them in his preſence, and made him alſo hear 
theſe words in the next. © 
Arſaces 


To the Princeſs Berenice. 


T have beentold what paſs'd lait night im your Chamber, and what cruell words the 
King ſpoak. in favour of my rivall ; you heard them, moſt lovely Princeſs, without 
changing your reſolution, and being all made up of goodneſs, and generoſity, are ſtill 
willing to ſuffer for him, whoſe moſt cruell ſufferings cannot at all merit the leaſt of 
yours ; There us no juſtice in it, fair Princeſs, but though there were a great deal leſſe, it 
i impoſſible for me to condemn you ; I confeſs I love my ſelf too well, ſince 1 deſire my 
own advantage to the prejudice of your repoſe ; but 1 do it only becauſe I am yours, and 
if I ſhould ceaſe to be ſo, I proteit to you, I would alſo ceaſe to love my ſelf. 

Ah! ſuborner, (crycdthe King ) art thou not content with having imployed thy 
ſubcilty in broachivg thy faichleſſe practiſes in my Kingdome, without making ule of 
it to feduce my own Houſe againſt me ; and could'ſt thounot farisfie thy {elf with 
ſpreading thy poilon among the Scythians, without infeCting alſo the royall tamily ? 
Ler's ſee { continued he, taking the laſt letter out of the Queens hand ) let's lee the reſt of 
his perfidious deſigns, and ler us in the continuation of his crimes, figd eyident matter 


for our revenge, Saying thus he caſt his eyes upon it, and ſaw that it was written in 
theſe rermes, 


Arſaces 
To the Princels Berenice. 


I am not able to repreſent with what an acceſſe of joy I heard the Kings intention to 
ſet onr aear Brother at liberty. This contentment ( Deareſt Princeſs ) is both beyond ex- 
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preſsion, aud imagination ; and though by the end of his captivity I hope for that of my af- 
flittions, I proteſt that onr 1ntereſts make the ſmalleſt part of my joy, and that as that 
Brother is infinitely dearer to me then my ſelf, 1 look upon bis happineſſe* and his advan- 
rages, with a great deal more ſatisfattion then mine own. Not that I can have quite 
forgotten them (_ fair Princeſſe ) but I give them up abſolutely to my dear Brother, bins 
1 cannot think of his liberty, without hoping thereb y for the eſtabliſhment of my fortune, 
Thy. hopes are yain, (aid the King as he madean end of reading theſe words ) thy 
hopes are yain,falfe Arſaces.diſſembling Artanemes,and though by thy difloyall prati- 
ſes,thou corrupte(t my tubjects.& armel? mine own children again(t me, know thou ſhalt 
reap but {mall adyantage by it, and ſhalt profit bur little either by the infidelity of Oro- 
ondates, or by the weaknels of Berenice. As he {poak thele words he walked abou: the 
chamber with !o furious an action that the Queen did not dare to look upon him, and, 
began already to repent that ſhe had pur him into ſo violenta rage, Bernice ( ſaid he ) 
Bernice ha's betray'd me,and that daughter whom I had brought up with lo much care, 
and in whom I had thought 1 had found ſo many ſigns of durifull obedience, and of a 
perfect virtue, doe's not onely love a man without my approbation, bur giyes her ſelf 
over ( faithlels girle as ſhe is ) tothe love of my morrtall and irreconcileable enemy, This 
thought tranſported him with fury, and preſently after, I'le puniſh her (continued he) in 
ſuch a manner as ſhall ſerve for an example to all that are of her condition, and ſhall 
teach all Royall families the keinoulnels of luch an infidelity, againlta tather.and againſt 
a King. With the'e words not being able to maſter his anger. he ſent for the Princels,and 
at the tame time having learn'd in what place ſhe us'd to ler the box where any letters 
were, he gave his guards order to bring it him, and to take it by force if there were an 
difhculry made of delivering it. Berenice had no ſooner reccived the Kings —— 
when bring ignorant of her deſtiny, ſhe went to wait upon him in his chamber, bur 
ſcarce was ſhe come in, when ſhe read her misfortune in his tace, and being the was com» 
monly in an apprehenſion of whatthen had happen'd,ſhe ialtantly tound her condemnati« 
on in her Fathers looks, O Gods ! how infiauely was ſhe ſurprited when inſtead of the 
kind welcome ſhe was wont to receive from him, ſhe faw her (elf melt with to terrible an 
ation, as might haye daunted the moſt fearlefſe perlons, He had till my laſtletterin 
his hand, the others lay open upon the table, and preſently afcer chey brought in 
the cabinet in which wereCRll che reſt, At that fight alone ſhe (cemed half dead, and 
the King having bcheld her a while in that trouble which did ablolutely convince her, 
without being able to finde words capable to exprefle his indignation, broak forth 
at laſt in ſuch a manner, that a clap of thunder could not have Rruck luch a terrour 
into the aſfrighred heart of that poor Princefſe. Thou wicked, ingracetul, perfidi- 
ous creature, ( {aid he ) or rather chou monſter of infidelity and ingracirude, behold the 
gallant marks of thy yirtue; thou art nor onely conuinced of an atfeRtion which diſho- 
nour thee, and which fixcs an eternall blemiſh upon thy reputation, bur alſo of holding a 
rreacherous intelligence with my mortall enemies,or rather of a conſpiracy agaialtthy ta- 
ther.and agaialtchy King ; Sce here, ſee the braye letters of Darius his fonne, and brag 
of having made him triumph over my whole Family, as thou would'lt haye made him 
do over my Dominions, and perhaps oyer my very life. Was it then in fayour 
of this Loyer.chac thou lo ifly did'li oppole my command,and did'ſt chou perlilt in that 
pride , and that diſdain of a birth interiour to thine only to ſeek for an equality 
in the remnants of Darius his bloud, and in this deyelted Prince, who by his 
horrible praCtiſes, would at the coft of our Houle, have repaired the lofſes of his own ? 
The poor Princeſle at this torrent of cruell words, was ready to lole her ſenſes, and 
her und2ritanding, and all ſhe was able rodo was to ler her elf fall at the Kings feet, 
where the endeavoured to appeaſe his anger by a ſtream of rears, which would haye 
mollified any other heart but his. His was not at all moy'd with them, bur thruſting 
back this poor Princeſs, with eyes ſparkling with wrath, and with an ation full of cruel- 
ty. Think not { faid he ) by thy deceirfull rears to ſoften my jult re{entments, fince thou 
joynelt thy ſelf1n a eonfederacy with my cnemies to betray me,thou with them ſhalc bear 
the reward of thy treachery and fince thoa declareſt thy ielf my enemy), thou ſhalc 
kaow meto be thine, all mythoughts of loye are now tura'd into thoughts of hatred 
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acain{t thee, and as thou haſt hitherto found me an indulgent father, fo ſhalt thou 
now {ce me as {eycrean Enemy. Vle take an order to crofle thy perfidious delignes,and 
fince heaven hath dilcoyer'd them to me, to thy eternall ſhame and confuſion, Vie make 
what ever you had prepared againſt me fall upon thy ſelf, and upon thy falſe ſuborner. 
Let him not lo loon rezoyce at the adyantages he ha's won upon my houle, I hope the 
ſhall benefit him but little, and I have bin ina condition to ſatisfie my ſelf for all the 
injurieshe ha's done me. The King accompanied thele words with a whole heap of 
reproaches, which it would be hard for me to repeat, and this poore Princefle was fo 
troubled at them, that ſhe geyer had the confidence te open her mouth 1n her own ju- 
ſification. Her filence perfeCted her condemnation in the Kings thoughts, and after he 
had further aggrayated her griefes by many bitter words, he commanded her to be gone 
out of his pretence, and to retire to her chamber which was to be her priſon. You trem- 
ble ſill art this remembrance, Madame, (purſued Arfaces turning toward Berenice) aad 
in your face, I fti)l fee the markes of the fright you were in at that encounter ; truely 
the caule vas ſufficient, and when I heard the relation of it, the apprehenfions I fell jato 
for you, came bur !ittle ſhort of yours. Yet did not I heare it till tome few dayes a tter, 
but that yery day my feryants were forbidden to ſtirre any more out of prilon,and were 
preſently depriyed of thar little libertie which till then had been permitted them. I will 
not tell you, Brother, what Berenices thoughts were, ſeeing her ſelf expoled to the an- 
ger of a father, whoſe pitilefſe nature was not unknown to her; you are not ignorant 
that ſhe is of a yery gencle humour, and ſuch an one as was no way able to refift thoſe 
violeat aſfaulrs. The contuſion ſhe was in ſeeing her afteRion diſcoyer'd, and her 
fear of the Kings threats, tormented her net a little, but ſhe ha's had the goodnels to 
contels ro me tince, ( and will pardoa me if tell it you ) that the apprehenfion of wy 
darger made the greateſt part of all her ſufferings, not doubting bur that the King inthe 
violence of his anger, would flic to extremities againſt me. This fear which was not 
groundlels could not {ettle it 1elfin her heart, without a moſt ſeafible affliction ; and 
though ſhe had cauſe enough to lament for her own captivity, ſecing ſhe was a priſoner 
her ſelf, and contin'd tothe limits of her chamber, yer did ſhe to thac conſideration,adde 
alto that of Arſaces his ruine, and was exceſſiyely grieved, for fear of {ceing a Prince 
periſh, and periſh by her occafion, who had giyen himlelt wholly to her, and who by 
the endeayourg of his ſervices, had merited ſome part in her affeion. Thele indeed 
were lawiull apprehenGons. but they would haye been much greater, if ſhe had been 
of the Kings counſell, and h:d perfetly known his finall reſolution. Truely it was 
a irayger one then I expected, and you will not onely difapproye it, Brother, but 
will alto be aſtoniſhed ar it, and if you pleaſe will was me all tholc words, which a 
jult fer.ce thereof may make me utter in the proſecution of my diſcourſe, 1 was in 
my chamber with Criton, where were allo Theocles, and Hyander my two faithfull 
Scythian ſervants, when I ſaw cne of thoſe that commanded my guards come in fol- 
lowed by five ot fixe of his men in a manner that was ſomething extraordinary. He 
b:ovghta cup in his right hand, and a dagger 1n his left, His countenance was altered 
by the bufinets he had undertaken and all things abour him contributed to make me 
know his errand ; 1 was ſurpriſed at this egcounter, and guels'd, though with ſome 
repugnance the truth of his commiſſion. Yer did I give him timeto tell me what it 
was, and hetrembling, and ammering at laſt got out theſe words, Sir ( laid he ) 
the King is refoly'd that you muſt die ; bur the confideration he ha's of your perlen, and 
of the {eryices you have done this State, will got lufter him to imploy the hands of any 
of his ſubjects to doe thar office ; therefore he leayes itro your own. and to your choice, 
totake either this ponyard, or this poyſon, ſor the execution of his will. 

Ah! Brother, (cried out Prince Oro6ndates, at this part of Arlaces his diicourſc ) 
what prodigies are thele you tell me, and what ſhame will you haye me luffer, for 
being born if a more cruell and a more barbarous Monſter, then any that Aﬀeicke ever 
bred ! Oh thou inhumane Tygre, I dilayow thee, and fince thou doſt 1o little 
confider, both the chieteſt bloud 1a all che world, and the perſon that ought to be molt 
dear, and molt conſiderable to thee, I account my birth more vile and ſhametull, then 
t1 had receiy'd it from the baſeftdregs of the people. Orooadates traniported by 
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his reſentment would have gon on with his inveCtive, if Arſaces had not hindred him 
by prolecutiog his ſtory on this manner ; 

1 confeſs, Brother, I was as much lurpris'd as you are at this cruell propofition for 
though I began to be acquainted with the Kings humour, and that I had ſome reaſon to 
look for ſome ill uſage, 1 could never have belicyed he would haye run to that extremiry 
againſt a Prince of my quality,and a Prince who had ſery'd him bothin his affairs, and 
in his own perſon, Ard indeed I teſtified my aſtoniſhment by a ſilence, which perchance 
made thele guards think it was caus'd by the fear of death. True it is I had ceas'dto de- 
fire it,as well by reaſon of the proofs I received of my Princeſles afteCion,as of the ho 
I had in your aſſiſtance, and that ifmy life ( which the ſweetne\s of theſe hopes began to 
make much dearer to me then it was before) could be preſery'd without doing an unwor- 
thy aCtion, 1 did notdifdain to lay hold of the occafion, Yet was itnot ſo much the fear 
of loſing it,as the horrour of that uſage together with deſpite, and amazement,that caus'd 
the greatneſs of my confuſion. Bur as great as it was, 1 quickly recoyered my ſelf, and 
looking upon that fatall meſſenger with an ation that utterly took away the little cou- 
rage he had left, 1s it poſſible ( faid 1) the King ſhould have given you this comiſſion 
againſt a Prince whoſe birth is known to him, and againſt a Prince to whom he ows 
his life and the peace of his dominions. *T was he himlelf that = it me, ( replyed the 
man)bur Itook it not without repugnance, yet am I oblig'd to obey his orders, and pun- 
Rually to execute his commands. Wohar, ( ſaid I ) you who are one of the yery Scythi- 
ans, that haye often ſeen me at the head of your armies, ſecuring your quiernels by the 
loſſe of my own bloud, are you refolyed to obey his Orders, and to execute his cam-0 
mands? Yes Sir, (anſwered chat barbarous fellow) and if after the choice I haye offer'd 
you, your hand refule to perform his ſentence, mine mult become the inſtrument to 
ſupply that defect, Ile fave it that labour, ( reply'd I with a countenance farr more 
relolute then his) and deathis too familiar to me, to borrow that from thy hands, which 
I can eaſily compaſle with mine own ; give methat dagger ( continued I putting forth 
my hand ) the ocher kind of death would lictle become the life of Arſaces, and heha's 
been prodigall enough of his bloud for thee and all thy country-men, to make thee be- 
Jieye, he can himſelf pour forth the remainder of it, to fatisfie the ingratitude of the Kin 
of Scythia. As 1 ended theſe words, I took the dagger from his hand, but 'wwas wi 
an intention yery different from his,and as ſoon as eyer I had hold of it, 1 lift up my atm, 
and inſtead of ſtriking my own breaſt, ftab'd ir up to the hilt in his. Scarce had I pulld ir 
out again all hot and bloudy, but inſtantly I plung'd it into the body of his neareſt com- 
panion, who by reaſon of the ſuddenneſs of my action had nor time to preyentir, and 
then immediately taking away his ſword, 1 began to diſpute my life againſt the reſt. 1 
might perchance have periſhed being unarmed as I was, but 1 was furiouſly ſeconded 
by Criton, who had gotten up the ſword of the firſt, and by my two Scythians, who 
being reſolved to dy with me, laid hold of the fwords, and jayelins of thoſe they law 
fall, and plac'd themſelves by my fide with 2 maryellous courage. By their affiftance I 
was quickly deliver'd from my enemics who were no better arm'd then we, and the laſt 
of them was turning his back to ſave himſelf inthe hall, where he had left more of his 
companions, when he {aw them cometo his relief, I was ſo heated that thenumber of 

my enemies frighted me but little, but they were {0 terrified themſelves by the death of 
their fellows, and by the relolutene(s wherewith we came upon them, tha they did not 
what they might haye done, to revenge their companions, and to oppoſe my paſlage. 
Trueitis, the knowledge 1 had that this was the only way for my fatety, and for my 
revenge, and my defireto (ell a life at the deareſt rate, which they lo unworthily would 
have taken away, made me do things beyond my ſtrength, and 1 gaye few blows that 
diſpatch'd not an enemy out of the fight, Cryton and my two Scythians aſfilted me fo 
yaliantly, thatthey laid fiye or fix of them ar their teer, and the reſt were lo poſleſſed 
with fear that they left the paſſage, and the door open to me. They followed us down 
ſtairs, bur very coldly, and thole chat came in our Way to hinder our going out, felc ſuch 
effects cither of our courage, or of our delpair, that the Jaſt of them were conltrain'd to 
open the outermoſt gate, to ſeek their fatery in the Towa, We ruſhed our afcer them 
without delay, and came into the freer all bloudy, and in a poſture that might _ 
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caus'd terrour in the moſt undanted perſons, My Guards cry'd out inthe ſtreets, and 
cll'd for help in the Kings name ; their cries drew a great many people together. but the 
hight of us put them to a ſtand, and when I ſaw them wayer in the reſolution they 
ſhould take : People of 1fledon ( faid 1 ) for you I have often given the berter part of 
bloud, and will you favour my enemies in a baſe and cruell aſſaſſinate ; or rather, 
will you ſee him murther'd by crayterous ingratefull wretches, who at your Head, ha's 
both fought and conquer'd for you ? I am your generall, I am your fellow ſouldier 
Arſaces, the mw man to whom you lo voluntarily tubmitted your telves, and the very 
man whom you have followed in warre with ſo much affeftion. As I ſpake thele words 
I open'd my way with my {word among thoſe enemies I till had left, and chey wrought 
juch an effect upon the people, that whether it were that my face reprelenting yet ſome 
Idea of that which had commanded them, ſtirr'd up {ome remainders of relpect toward 
me, or that the cruelty and injuſtice of the uſage which was ſhew'd me, caus'd ſome 
horrour and averſion in them, or that they had (till preſery'd ſome remnant of that loye, 
which they had forme:ly born me, they never ſtirr'd to do me any hurt, nay and there 
were many among them who to facilitate my retreat, peſtered my enemies, andclear'd 
my paſſage as much as poſſibly they could. They would have done more for my afety 
if they had dared, bur I made ſuch ule of thoſe proofs of their good will, that I got a 
great deal of ground toward the City Gate, and kept my emies (till out of the reach of 
my {word. All this reliftance, and all this fayour of the Scythians did indeed deferre my 
death, but it was not tufhcient to have hinder'd it, without heayens particular aſſiſtance. 
The news ofthis adyencure was already carried to the King, and there was nodoubr but 
he would ſoon ſend troops againſt me, I was a foot, without other armes ſaye my (word, 
wounded with ſome light hurts, bur thoſe that accompanied me had few parts of their 
bodies free, and poor Hyander one of my molt faithfull Scythians, after he had done 
a&ions worthy of eternall memory, fell dead by me, leaving his fellow in a condition 
little different trom his. I already ſaw more louldiers coming to the relief of their com- 
10ns, and ia ſhort, 1 ſaw evident death before my eyes, lo that what reloſution ſoever 
Thad taken to fell my life as dearly as | could, 1 ſhould certainly haye loſt ir, if the 
Gods had not ſent me a miraculous ſuccour ; Icall ic miraculous becauſe in the conjun- 
Qure of it, there was ſomething very extraordinary, which made me oblerye their parti- 
cular care of my ſafety, I was liriving. weary and wounded as I was, to prolong m 
deſtiny, when I ſaw fifteen or twenty horſemen come up to me, at the head of whom [ 
knew my dear Theodates ; Theodates who I thought had been inthe Princes army, 
Who was then coming into the Town, or rather who was then ſent thither by the Hea- 
yens, for my relief. Before he came to us he had heard ſome rumour of that adventure 
a: his arrivall, and his eyes then telling him the truth of it, he neyer food confidering 
whar relolution he ſhould take, but gallopping up with his {word drawn, he did fo ſcat- 
ter thole that were before me, that he had a free and open paſſage. Courage yalliant 
Arlaces ( cri'd he ) we mult eſcape, and Theodates mult either bring you off from this 
danger, or periſh with you. He gaye me not leaſure to reply, bur as he ſpake thoſe 
words, made two or three of his men alight, and offter'd me their horles ; for all I was 
lo wounded, 1 got reafonably lightly upon the firſt, Criron took another, bur poor 
Theocles his ſtrength fail'd, and at that very moment, his life forſook him, and having 
ſtayed bur juſt as long as it was neceſſary rome. The death of theſe two fairhfull ſer- 
yants, would have been a great affliction to me, if 1 had then been 1na condition to 
be as ſenſible of it as I ſhould have been at another time. As ſoon as I was on horleback, 
I beleiv'd my ſelf out of danger, and trampling thoſe under my horſes feet who would 
haye oppol'd my paſſage, 1 ran wich Theodates and his mea to the neareſt gate. We 
came thither juſt as the King ſent an order to have it ſhut, and a ſouldier was thruſting 
out his arm for that purpoſe, when giving him a good {laſh with my ſword I made him 
let go his hold, and with the ſhock of our horſes overturning thole that were in our way, 
we got out of the Town, and took toward the field to our outmoſt (peed. The (witt- 
nefſe of our flight carcied us off without further difficulty, and before thoſe whom the 
King ſentto puriue us were got on horsback, we were already above fifty furlongs from 
the Town, Then we were fayour'd by the night, which preſently oyertook us,and leaying 
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the high wayes we rode crofle the field, and in the dark toward thole great forreſts that 
ace about three or four hundred furlongs from Ifledon. As foon as Theodates thougt us 
enough at liberty to coaverle, he luffreT me to embrace him,and give him thanks for whae 
he had done towards my elcape. Never were more ardentnor more tender endearmens 
us'd berween two friends, and though I had not loy'd Theodates fo well as 1 did, yer { 
ſhould have been the moſt ungratefull man in the world, if (uch a ſervice as that I had 
newly receiy'd, had not made me ablolutcly his. My dear deliverer ( faid I ) or rather 
the Genius of Arſaces his life and fortune ; muſt you needs happen to be, or rather muſt 
you _ by miracle in all places where you are necefſary to my fatety, and mult [ 
neyer find an occaſion to requite you with an office of thelike nature. 1 am ſo extremely 
ingaged to you already, (replyed the affeRionate Theodates) that you have no caule ar 
all to wiſh me more oblig'd ; and I much more juſtly am indebred to you, tor a life 
which ſhall ever be readily Bid down for yours. We occompanied theſe words and many 
others of the ſame ſtile, with an infinite number of moſt dear embraces,and when we had 
giyen truce to them a little, we began to ask one onother concerning our mutuall affairs, 
1 preſently queſtioned Theodates about the Prince my Brother, and about the occaſion 
of his own coming to Ifſedon but he would tell me nothing, till he had heard my laſt ad- 
yentures,and the caule of the condition he had found me in. I told him all I knew,and he 
at that relation, trembled, and deteſted the Kings cruelcy and ingratitude,in terms which 
gave me new aſſurances of his hatred to vice, and of the affeQion he bore me. Whea [ 
had given him that account, he fatisfied me in what I defired ro know of him, and 
made me the recitall of the battel you had wonn aganlt Zopirio with ſome other of 
your particular actions, which fill'd me with joy and admiration, and then coming to 
the caule of his departure fromthe army. My impatiency to {ce you again ( continued 
he ) andthe perpetuall apprehenfions I was in for y on, made me return coward Ifledon,; 
bur I wanted not another precence, and ſome conteftations that paſſed berween Arlaco- 
mes and me in matter of Command, furniſhed me with one [pectous enough, to ask the 
Princes leaye tocome away, Not but that I was very much troubled to leave him, and 
had deſire to ſhare in the glory, of what he had yer to do ; but as often as 1 remem- 
bred that I had left you a priſoner, and expoled to the anger of a Prince whole hu- 
mour was well enough known to me. 1 tell intodilquiets that would not ſuffer me to 
rake any reſt. I even repented me that I had obey'd the Kings orders, and that I had 
forſaken you ina condition wherein my ſervices were moRt neceſlary to you, I allo found 
a great deal of conſtraint in the oath you had exacted from me, and not being ablero 
tell the Prince the truth till the end of the warre, I on the other {(1de couid not eadure to 
leaye him ia that ignorance at my departure. I therefore found out a middle way, and 
reloly'd to deliver him that in writing, which it was forbidden me torell him, yet obs 
ſerving what you had enjoyned me, ard tying him to the fame promile I had giyea 
you ; For this purpoſe the day of my departure I wrote thele words. 


Theodates 
To Prince Oroondates. 


eAn inviolable Oath ha's kept me hitherto from declaring, what it ts neceſſary yos 
ſhould know ; but ſince 1 now have the liberty, 1 will acquaint you Sir, that the Great 
Arſaces, to whom the King your Father ts indebted for his life, and your Countrey for 
the quietneſſe tt hath enjoyed, us Prince Artaxerxes the ſome of Darius, your D ear 
Friend, your dear Brother, and he onwhom you have beſtowed ſo many tears. The Gods 
ſav'd him miraculouſly from that battell, where you thought he had been lain, and ſince 
that time, his paſſion for the Princeſs Berenice, and the occaſions of doing ſervice to your 
friends have kept him in Scythia. He is now 4 priſoner to the King your Father, w 
withont doubt ha's diſcover d him to be the ſonne of Darius : Judge of his danger by your 
knowledge of the Kings humour ; and by the friendſhip that was between you, think what 
hope he ought to have im your afsiſtance. 

O Gods ! ( cryed Prince Oroondates, when Arſaces had repeated that letter ) how 


many misfortunes would the fight of theſe words haye lay'd me, if you had lutfer'd me 
co 
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tocaſt my eyes upon them ! but you had otherwiſe decreed, and that knowledge would 
certainly haye overturn'd all the order of thoſe adventures that have ſince befallen me. 
My voyage to Sula had been diverted, or at leaſt deferr'd, and I ſhould haye thrown 
of all contideration of my own intereſt, and run to the ſuccour of my dear Artaxerxes, 
Ah! Brother, how I blame your unjuſt cautiouſnels, in concealing from me the onely 
happinels, from whence in the fad condition I thea was, I could draw any conſolation, 
and how I ſhould hate Thxodates for being fo ſcrupulous, if I had no: ſo many oc- 
calions to loye him for the good offices he has done you ! Iris true, Brother, (continued 
Oroondates ) and 1 will tay this to ſpare you ſomething of your diſcourſe, Theodates 
the day of his departure haying drawn me afide, deliver'd me a letter faſt ſealed up, and 
before he gaye it me, Sir, ( {aid he ) in this paper which I preſent you, you ſhall find the 
moſt pleaſing news, and the molt important adyertiſement you can receive, doubt not 
.at all of the truth of thole _ you ſhall find written in it; ir will be yery eafie for 
you to certifie your ſelf ; but before I pur it into your hands, be pleaſed to give me your 
word, that you will noc open it, till the end of chis warre. I was furpris'd at this diſ- 
courle of Theodates, and being defirous to perſwade him to fatisfie my curiofity ſooner, 
Ifthis news ( reply'd I) will be fo pleaſing to me, why do you fo long deferr my knows 
ledge of it, and why do you delay a joy, Whichitis in your power to give me ? Sir, 
( antwered he ) I am bound up by one of thoſe oaths which you know the Scythians can 
neyer violate, and becaule I am injoyned this lilence no longer then for the time I haye 
demanded, you may then ſee in this paper, what my abſence will not ſuffer me to tell 
you by word of inouth : but Sir, I beleech you keepir carefully, and if you loye your 
ſelf, forget not to look upon it afloon as the warre is at an end. I was conſtrain'd to 
make Theodates the promile he defir'd, and I lock'd up that paper amongſt thoſe things 
which I eſtecm'd molt precious, Theodates went away the fame day, leaying me much 
troubled for his departure, bur he had alledged ſuch ſpecious reaſons to me, touching the 
diſputes he had had with Arlacomes, and the important affairs which recall'd him to the 
Court, that I could not deny him the leaye hedemanded, 1 kept his writing with 2 
great deal of care, and withas much impatience to read ir aſſoon as I ſhould be free of 
my engagement, but the (trange revolution that happen'd in my ſoul, and in my affairs 
by thearriyall of Tyxeas; and by the news of Statira, pur it quite out of my head at m 
ſudden departure from Orchilachia, and cill I was at fea, I neyer remembred the box I 
had left ic in, which the new trouble of my mind, had made me utterly to forget, with 
many other things that were vety dear to me. 
The Gods would have it fo (replied Arlaccs)to bring our affairs to the iſſue they had 
ordain'd, and to make us know the power they relerye unto themlelyes oyer all our pro= 
falls, It is true Brother, Theodates told me almoſt the yery ſame words we have now 
ey from you ; and then in a few more he inform'd me of the condition he had left 
you in,and of the luccefle of his owa journey, wherein he had no conſiderable encounter, 
When we had thus inſtructed one another, we fell to think whether we ſhould retire,and 
what order we ſhould take wo get my wounds dreſt ; they began to trouble me, and 
though they were but ſlight ones, the yiolent exerciſe 1 had uſed, my loſle of bloud, and 
the yapours of the night made them a great deal worle then elſe they would haye been. 
Criton was no lefle hurt then I, bur his affeQtion was lo ſtrong, that he forgot his own 
danger, to takecare for mine. After we had conlulted a while, Theodates would need 
haye us go for the remaincer of thatnight, and the day following, to the houle of one of 
thole men who then was with him, which was not « bn an hundred fuclongs from the 
place where we were. I ſuffred my ſelf tobe guided by his will, and as we rode along, 
Theodares calling all his company to him, drew a new promiſe from them of their fide- 
lity, and tyed them by all manner of entreaties to beas lecret as we could defire. They 
were all very affeQtonate totheir Maſter, and ſome of thema were ſo well inclined toward 
me, that they were both forward in promiſing, and exa&t in performing what we de= 
manded. The houſe we went to, was farre from any greatroad, upon the edge of a 
huge forreſt, and in ſuch a place as was very unlikely to be ſuſpeRed for our retreats 
When we were come thither, the Maſter ofthe Houſe, and ſome women we found there, 
took the beſt order they could to receive us, and by good forwne, Theodares haying 
RS brought 
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brought his Phyſician, and his Chirurgion from the army with him, furniſhed with ſuch 
things as were neceſlary for any wound, we had the means to have ou'rs dreſſed as 
commodiouſly as if we had bcen at Ifſedon. 1 had but three, and thoſe were found to 
be ſuch light ones, that it was not probable they ſhould keep me long in bed, They appli'd 
what they thought molt convenient to them, and likewiſe to Critons,who had four or five 
reater then mine, but not at all more dangerous. The Phyfitian enjoyn'd me to giye the 
1emainderof thatnight to reſt,contrary to the intenfion I had to ſpend it in dilcourfing with 
Theodates, but the next day I had leiſure enough, and ask'd him a thouſand queſtions 
concerning my dear Oroondates. By what he had done in my behalf he was become as 
criminall as I, and his acceſle to Court was as difficult, and as unſafe as mine. His affe- 
ion to me was ſufficient to make him undergoe it with patience, but I was afflicted at ic 
for him, and his loye to Theomiris being:known to ine, 1 doubted not but he had a rellles 
longing to fee her again. We fell to deliberate what we ſhould do with our ſelycs, and. 
were along time before we could reſolye. I was too firmly fixt inScythia,to ſuffer ſo much 
as a thought of going out of it, and would rather haye expoſed my felf to a thouſand eyi- 
dent deaths, then haye perſwaded my ſelfto leave Berenice; but it I had bcen fo minded,ir 
would haye been exccedingdifhcult to do it,and we doubtednot but that theKing had ſent 
to op all the Ports,and to lay all the other paſſages by which we could get out of his rer- 
ritories. We belciv'd alfo,that how ſecret ſoeyer our preſent retreat was,it could not ſerye us 
many dayes, and that thoſe perſons the King imploy'd in ſearch of us, might at laſt diſco- 
yer where we were. After we had long conſulted we beleey'd the ſurett Way we could 
take would be to returne to 1Tedon, where when the firſt troubles were once paſt oyer, we 
might haye free entrance by night, and where by reaſon of the greatneſſe of the City, and 
the multitude of new affairs that ſprung up daily in the Court,and in that throng of people 
we might cafily lie conceal'd in houſes that were at Theodates his diſpoſing, eſpecially be- 
ing the King would neyer luſpe& we were return'd thither,and that we had taken fandtu- 
ary ſo near him againſt his anger. This advice ſeem'd the moſt reaſonable, and was moſt 
conformable to my humour, and tothe defire I had not to go farre from Berenice; in 
the mean time we ſent two witty underſtanding fellows back to the Town, to fetchus ſuch 
things as we wanted, and to enquire after what concern'd us. They perform'd their com» 
miſſion yery cunningly, and in the eyening brought us the ſame news we had imagined, 
They told us thatthe King had appear'd more ſenſible of this laſt diſcontenc then of any 
other he had ever telt before, and that for all the remainder of that day, thoſe that were 
moſt in his fayour, hardly had the boldnefſe to come near him, that he had left no body 
at home that was able to ride on horsback, bur had ſent them all in purſuit of us,and that 
{ as we had foreleen ) he had given order to top all the ports and paſſages of his King- 
dome, that nevertheleſle they faid in Town thax none but thole that were intereſſed, 
obcy'd his orders without trouble,and that the better part ofScythians amongſt whom the 
name of Arſaccs was (till in high elicem, rejoy'd at his eſcape,and fayoured him with their 
wiſhes as much as they could poſſibly. In this news,I found ſome conſolation ; but when 
I ask'd them concerning Berenice, they could tell me nothing, butthat the rumour was, 
how fince this accident the King had commanded ſhe ſhould be ſurely guarded, and that 
very few pertons were allow'd to ſee her, This report madg me gueſle at part of the truth, 
and I belcey'd that the Kings late refolution againſt me, had proceeded only from the 
knowledge he had gotten of my paſſion. Ah ! how many torments did that beleif cauſe in 
me,and how many {ighs did it colt me when I thought what that fair Princeſſe was like to 
ſuffer by my occafion ! O King of Scythia, ( cri'd I ) revengethy ſelf upon Arlſaces ; 
bur do not puniſh Berenice, and though that be the molt lenſible part wherein thoucanlt 
wound thine enemy ; remember that Berenice is aboye thy laws, and aboyc the Empire 
of mankind. The ſecond day being pafled, Theodates was of opinion we might be much 
more ſecure in Ifſedon, (as we had already thought) then in that houſe, and tor chat pur- 
pole, having ſent to make ready a lodging, where he was confident we might fafely truſt 
our ſelves ; we took our way thither the night following. Qur wounds would not ſufter 
us to ride without inconyeniency, but I had ſo great an inclination to be nere Bereaice 
again, that I was (carcely ſenſible of mine, and having ridir in little more then cwo hours, 
we catred after midnight into the Tawn, the gates whereof were not wont to be = 
; | Rds Ole 
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Thole that accompanied us parted ſeverall wayes, ſome of them retiring to other places, 
and for fear our number ſhould at laſt make us be dilcoyer'd, we kept none with us but 
thoſe that were neceſſary. They did our buſineſſes, and fetch'd us in proviſions by night: 
and during the day time, the doors of our houſe were alwayes ſhutt ; it ſtood in the moſt 
unfrequented quarter of all the Town, and we were ſo carefull to make no noiſe, thac 
their could hardly be any ground for ſuſpicion, Yer were we in a great deal of danger ; 
bur by the order the King had taken, we ſhould haye been ſo likewile in any other place, 
and the conſideration of perill was not able to drive me from Berenice, Theodates and I 
were not without a good number of Friends at Court, to whom we ſhould haye made no 
difficuly co truſt our ſelyes if it had been neceſſary ; Prince Carthafis though the Kings 
Brother, would haye received us with a great deal of affeRion, and his friend ſhip to us, 
25 allo his aver{ion to Arlacomes, and his diicontent at the oreatneſle of his fortune, were 
ſufficient to have made him ex!pole himſelt ro any hazzard for our conſideration. Many 
others of che chief of Scychia , had (till preſery'd the remembrance of the good offices I had 
donerhem, or which 1 had endeayoured to do them, during the time I was in favour and 
I doubtcd not but that they weuld have ventured very fart ro have obliged me ; but I 
was loath to endanger them without neceſſity, beletving that whoſoever ſhould be known 
to be my friend would be the firſt lulpeted, and that by how mach the more lecrer our 
abode was, lo much che {afer alſo would it be. We paſled many dayes on this manner, 
which being ſeparated trom my Princeſle I ſhould have thought unſupportable, if fince the 
time of my impriſonment 1 had nor been inur'd to ſuffer. Yet was I merycllouſly impati- 
enttolee her, and afloon as my wounds permitted me to ftirr out of bed, I refoly'd to 
hazzard that viſit in ſpite of Theodates his oppoſitions . Whac, ( faid 1 ) ſhall I be free 
in Ifſedon, and not tec Berenice ? Ah! Theodates, my lite is not ſo dear to me as that I 
would fecure it at that rate, nor can [I preſerye it without Berenice ; fince itis for her 
alonethat L preſerye it. Theodates complyed with my delagn whea he ſaw he could not 
divert jt, and that conſent was not without ſome mixture of his own intereſt, The Prin 
cefſe Theomiris was {till with Berenice, and for all her fathers rigorous uſage of her, at 
the requeſt of Prince Carthafis, ſhe was allow'd the company of that Princeſſe, whom 
ſhe made her bedfellow, and to whom ſhe had incruſted her moſt ſecret thoughts. Theo- 
dates had nor ſeen her fince his departure, but now he hoped we might ſhare thar yiſit to= 
gether, After we had long contriy'd the leaſt difficult expedients, we at laſt made choiſe 
of this ; We remembred that the Princeſſes ante-chamber, had an iron grated window 
not yery high, which ſtood towards a lictle narrow ſtreet that was almoſt uninhabited by 
reaſon it was ſo exceeding dirty, that hardly any body could paffe that way ; it was not 
nere the Palace gate, nor any of thoſe places wher there us'd to be guards, and Ithought 
when all the world was aflecp, we by that window might get to ſpeak with Cyllenia, 
and by her means enzoy the happineſſe of entertaining our Princefſes, After we had 
thus laid our deſign, we got on horsback, and took two trulty men along with us, whom 
welet as ſentinells ateachead of that ſtreet, to come and give us notice in caſe they ſhould 
ſee any body that could diſcover our converſation. In the mean time there had happen'd 
things to my Princeſle, which the courle of my [tory hindred me from telling you, and 
which 1 will cot recount before I pafle further in my narration. Ir would be = (inter- 
rupted Oroondates ) that my filter ſhould tell us them her ſelf; Thar little breathing 
time will not be needlels,in fo long a diſcourſe as this of yours,and it were good you reſted 
your ſelf a lirtle, that you may be able to proſecute the remainder of it without inconye- 
niency. Arſaces made no anſwer, leaying the Princeſle to fatisfie her Brothers motion, 
add Berenice knowing his defire, Since you will have it ſo Brother, ( {aid ſhe ) and that 
your friendſhip to Arſaces, and your knowledge of his yirtue makes you pardoa 
my faults, and my diſobedience, 1'le ſpare him the trouble of a few moments, but Ihave 
lo little to ſay, that ſo ſhort an I277 "0 will got be much conſiderable. 

I will not ſtand to repeat again ( after the relation you haye heard already. from the 
Prince ) what my tho - were after the cruell accident of the ſurprifall ofmy letters, 
and after the knowledge I had both of my being made a priſoner, and of the danger that 
threatned Prince Artazerxzes, It ſuffices me that you alteady know I loy'd him, as 
much as I belieycd I ought, and 3s he could defire, ro make you judge that my ap- 
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prehenſions for him, were my molt crucll diſquiets. All my comfort was in the Prin« 
ceſſe Theomiris, and in Cyllenia, whoſe company the King afforded me notwith(tan- 
ing all his ſeveritie. Theomiris had obtain'd it of the-King by her fathers mediation, 
and my enemies thought it was not neceſlary to take Cyllenia from me, who in their 
opinion, Was not able to doe me any ſervice that could be prejudiciall ro them. lr ig 
true alſo, that I received thoſe pettie ſatisfaions by the Queens means, who with a 
cunning diffimulation feign'd to be ſorry for the misfortune which ſhe her ſelf had brought 
upon me, and by courteſies of imall importance, endeayoured to take off part of that 
reſentment ſhe beliey'd I had againſt her, How eyer it were, Theomiris and Cyllenia 
continued with me,and thought at that time I could not gueſſe by whom I had been (6 
unworthily betrayed, 1 never had ſo muchas a thought to ſuſpect Cyllenia. I therefore 
eruſted theſe two dear perſons ; withall my dilcontents, and with all my fears, and the 

help'd what they rl, to Rop that current of tears which boththole occaſions drew from 
my eyesin great abundance, Ah! Coulen (faid 1) Ah! Cyllenia, I am undone, 
and poore Artaxerxes will undoubtedly be ruined, andrutne d meerly by my impru. 
dence. That Prince, who after the lofſe of his Empire, and after the lofle of all his 
friends, ha's eſcaped ſuch numberleſs dangers, under che weight of which , any other 
body would certainly have lunke, he who amid(t his moſt bitter enemies ha's ſubſilted 
with ſuch dexterity, and who by ſo many maryellous ations, had lo well gain'd their 
affeQtiors, falls now by my fault alone, and ſhe to whom all Scythia owes that repole 
it hold's froma him, owes the life of its King, and owes luch important feryices, facrifi- 
ces him now her ſelf, to his inhamanitie, and to his ingratitude, Ah ? Berenice (con. 
tinued I ) Berenice the ſole cauſe of that great Prince's misfortunes, doe not our-live | 
tis afliQions, and if thou canſt nor hinder the death of poore Artaxerxes , at leaſt 

forerun jt with thine own, 1 accompanied thele words with ſuch a flood of teares, and 

expreſſed my ſorrow by ſuch moying actions, that not onely Theomiris & Cyllegia 

bur even people of the harſheſt natures would haye been rouch'd with compaſſion. 1 

ſpent the remainder ofchat day in this imployment, and would needs haye my Cauſen 

lie with me.to help to paſſe away the crucllelt night I had eyer known ia all my life, She 

alledg'd all the arguments ſhe could think of to cure me of my fears, and often perlwa- 

ded me it was not likely the King wonld fly to extremitics againſt a Prince of Araz- 

exerxes his quality, and againſt a Prince to whom, beſides that of his life, he had 

other ſuch important obligations ; that the whole Kingdome ſo powerfully indcbted to 

his valour, would oppole the Kings rigorous intentions, and that he was too prudent 

and too politick to ſuffer himſelf to be tranſported by his paiſion, to luch a yiolence as 

was without example. 

I found fo much reaſon in this diſcourſe of Theomiris, that if my affection had been 
more moderate, I ſhould without queſtion haye drawn ſome comfort from it ; bur it 
was by her inſpirations, and by thole of Cyllenia that I rooke a little courage, and 
reſoly'd to ſufterthe Kings preſence, and to receive his words with more ſpirit then 
T had done before. Haying ipent the night on this manner, and likewiſe patt of the day 
following , I faw the King, when 1 leaſt expected him, come all alone into my 
chamber. I role up, and weat ro meet him trembling, but he diſdaind my reception, 
and fitting down upon a chair, from whence he darted nothing but furious looks at me. 
I come notto yifite thee (ſaid he ) ungratefull, and diſloyall oirle, I owe not fo 
much ciyility to the daughter in Law : of Dariws ; and from hence forward I cannot 
deſire thy ſight otherwile then as that of my moſt mortall enemy. I come onely to 
reproach thee with thy ingratitude, and infidelitie, or to examine thee as a criminall 
conyiCted of treaſon againlt her King. Speak wicked creature ( continited he, ſeeing 
me daunted and ftrucken half dead with thele cruell woos open thy mouth to ex* 
cuſe thy ſelf, and jultifie thy infidelitiesifir be poſſible. (dt thou then think. the 
ſonne of my implacable enemy, more loyely then 4 Prince whom I had choſen for thee, 
and whoſe affeCtions I hadexprefly commanded thee to receive ? and if thou hadſteyes 
to judge of the difference there was berween Arfacomes and thee, hadſt thou none to 
confider that without betraying thy father, and ſhatnefillly betraying thy (elf, chou 
could not march thy {lf wt the etiemy of thy Houſe, and to him who _ m_ 
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abandoned his facher, and his Countrey to their new enemies, to compaſſe his treache- 
rous praZtices againſt their old ones, and to ſecke that reyenge by his ſerer conſpiracies, 
which neither he nor his could eyer find in open war, While the King brought forth theſe 
words with many others of the fame kind, 1 fummond all my courage to anſwer him, as 
he commanded me, and though I had mnch adoe torecolle& my ſelt, at laſt my affeQi- 
on, my lence of the ill uſage I receiy'd, and the reſolution I had taken gave me a bold- 
nefle that was not naturall to me, and when the King had made an ead of ſpeaking, 
charging me expreſly to reply, Sir ( ſaid I, ) I would not open my mouth for my ju- 
flification, if your Majeltic had not ablolutely commanded tne, bur in my prefcrring 
Arlaces before Arfacomes, I can find no cauſe at allto repent my ſelf. Arſacomes 1s 
born my Fathers ſubjet, Arſacomes neyer did menor mine any conſiderable ſeryice, 
nor haye I eyer teen any thing either in che ations, or perſon of Arſacumes , which 
ought not to haye oblig'd me to hate him. Arlaces is born the greateſt Prince in 
the world, aad bom Prince of a thouland ſubjects more conſiderable then Arlacomes. 
loweto Arſaces the life of the King my Father, and my own ; the Queen, and Arſaco- 
mes himſelfare indebred to him for theirs, and all Scythia for the betrer part of its tran- 
quilitie, and in the ations and perſon of Arlaces 1 neyer ſaw any thing that ought 'nor 
to oblige me to love him. It he be the lonne of your enemy, Sir, the ſervices he ha's done 
you, makes you ſufficiently to know how farre he is from any of thoſe thoughts you 
fuſpe&t him of; ifhe had defired the ruine of your Kingdome, he would not haye la» 
bour'd with the loſle of his bloud for its conferyatior,, and if your Majzlties life had 
been odious to him, he would not fo viſibly have hazarded his owa for its defence. I 
alledge not to your Majeltie the ingagements we had to him, in the perſon of the Prince 
my brother, the good offices he did to him paſſe not in your opinion for obligations, and 
though I were indebted to him for none but thoſe which are common to me andto your 
ſelf, tor the lofſe of his dominions which he perchance might have ayoided, if your ſer- 
vice had not taken him up, and for the particular prootes of afteQion he ha's ſhown 
me ; I thinke that thoſe he ha's receiy'd from mine, will not paſſe for ſhametull crimes, 
and that I haye confin'd them within ſuch limits, that the want of your allowance is all 
the faulr can be objected againſt me, Ihaye loy'a him enough to preferre him before a 
ſubjeft, before whom he would haye beea moſt worthy to be preferr'd, though their 
qualities and obligations had been equall, I haye loy'd him enough to approye of his 
ſeryices, waiting cill ſuch time as thoſe he dayly rendred you,ſhould diſſipate the hatred 
you bore his family, by the example of the King his father, in whom lefle important 
leryices, in ſpite ot your inycterate enmities begot ſuch render afteRions to the Prince 
my Brother ; and in ſhort I have loy'd him enough, to hope with conteatment, thac 
acer that reconciliation, you would make choice of him rather then of Arſacomes, and 
rather then of any other body that ſhould hayean ambition like that of his ; but 1 haye 
not loy'd him enough to grant him any fayours that can make me bluſh, nor to give him 
either promiſes or hopes tothe prejudice of what I owe unto your Majeſtie. Though 
Arſaces and I were both at liberty, I ſhould be ſo much Miſtreſſe of my affeRion to 
him, as to die rather then marry him, or goe along with him without your conſent, bu 
ifyour will would agree with my inclination, I confefſe Sir, that as much forſaken b 
Fortune, and as much diſpoſſeſled of his dominions as he is, 1 would po__ hin be- 
fore all the Princes upon the face of the earth. Ar theſe laſt words, the King was fo 
enflamed with anger, that it was eaſie to oblerye it in his face, and ſtamping with his 
foot as he roſe up trom his chair with a furious ation ; And I ſwear byall the Gods 
(faid he) that 1 will quickly depriye thee of the libercie of preferring him before any 
body, and thy indiſcreet and diſloyall afteCtion ſhall be more fatall to my enemy, chen 
all thoſeill defignes he ha's had againſt me ; prepare thy ſelf for his death, which I tell 
thee of my ſelf, as thou telleſt me of thy perfidious tricks, and belieye hat the onely 
Choice I will leave thee from hence forward, ſhall be that of Arſacomes living, or of 
Arſaces in his grave. Itthe beginning of the Kings diſcoutſe had not prepared me for 
theſe cruell words, they were cnough to haye made me looſe my fences ; but as well 
refoly'd as I was, I had much adoe to keep my {elf from falling into a ſwone, and 
ſinking into Cyllcni'as armes, who ſtretched them forth to receive me ſeeing me change 
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colout ; 1 look'd upon the King with a pittifull eye, though it were animated with ſome 
reſentment, and Riruggling againſt my faintneſſe. The aſhes of Arlaces(faid I) ſhall ever 
be dearer to me then . © perſon of Arlacomes, and if I muſt ſhut up my hopes, and my 
life it ſelf within his tomb, 1 ſhall efteera my condition happier, then if 1 were poſlefſour 
of all Europe with Arſacomes. Theſe laſt words abſolutely took away all the reaſon the 
King had left ; and though my ciefelt deſires were bounded in Artaxerxcs his lafety; I 
innocently rocur'd his ruine by theſe extraordinary marks of my affeQtion. The Kin 
could hardly retain himſelf, inthe violence of his wrath,bur moderating it by the thought 
of that revenge he was preparing, he was content with expreſſing his intention by furious 
looks, and went out of my chamber with a face, which tufhciently decla1'd the aRtion he 
was going to do. 
I temain'd in an excefſe of greif, or ratherin a mortall agony, andallthe apprehen- 
fion 1 had had for Arſaces before, was nothing in compariſon of the fears which then 
aſſaulted me. 1 knew the Kings relentleſs nature, and his perliftance in his cruell reſolu- 
lutions, and that put me into the molt ſorrowfull condition you can poflible imagine, 
Theomitis and Cyllenia knew not which way to comfort me, and I think without their 
aſſiſtance, 1 ſhould haye been reduc'd to very great extremities, Ieyery moment fancied 
poor Arlaces either dead or dying, and the Kings harſh threats had made ſuch an impre> 
ſion in my minde,that'twas impoſſible tor me to withdraw my thoughts one minute from 
that fatall remembrance. Oh ! King of Scythia, (ſaid I ) if thou accompliſh thy horrible 
reſolutions, thou may'lt well prepare thy elf tor the funeralls of thine own children; 
Berenice will not ſurvive poor Artaxerxes, and Oroondates will without queſtion dy 
for grief, when he ſhall hear, that the life of his Brother, for the lofle whereof he had 
ſhed lo many tears, was prelery'd only to fall under the hands of the King his father, 
I ſaid many other things, whoſe length makes me forbear to entertain you with them, 
and I tormented my ſelf on that faſhion, from the morning when the King had viſited 
me, till it was almoſt night, I did not beleeye.he would to loon haye gon on tothe 
execution of his threatnings, and I thought that to put a man of Arlaces his qualityto 
death, there had been need of longer deliberation *; but I was deceiy'd in my opinion, 
and though my feares were violent, they were not of ſo long continuance as I expeted, 
It began already to grow late, when there was a great noiſe in the next Court, anda- 
mid(t a great confuſion of yoices, I heard the name of Arlaces pronounced {eyerall times, 
At that reiterated name, my mortall tears were redoubled, and I fell immediately into 
the moſt fatall apprehenſion. Arſaces is dead ( cri'd I, throwing my {elf off from my 
bed ) Arlſaces is dead Couſen, and without doubt this confused noiſe is caus'd by the 
news of his death. As I ſpoak theſe words, 1 ran to the window which look'd intothe 
next Cout, where I ſaw a great many people got together, who in talking of Arfaces, 
clap'd their hands, and did aQtions that ſufhciently exprels'd their altoniſhmeat. I then 
heard a calling for armes, and faw a great many ot the guard go out of che Palace in 
haſt, and in confuſion. All theſe things confirm'd me in my fears, and I was fo affright- 
ed, that 1 had not the heart to open my mouth, to ask what the matter was, In the end 
the court remain'd almoſt quite empty, and for a time there was a ſilence as great asthe 
noile had been beforcit. Theomiris and Cyllenia laid me upon my bed againe, ina con- 
dition little different from that of pertons without life. 1 had nor the leiture to expreſſe 
my ſorrow by any long complaints, for before I had been a quarter of an hour upon my 
bed, Theard a ſecond noiſe in the Palace much greater then the former ; Ir wrought the 
ſame effect upon me the other had done ; I ran quite tranſported to the window, where 
I heard the Officers of the Guard, and many others calling for horſes with a precipitate- 
neſs which teſtified their diſorder. After 1 had remain'd a while in a perplexity that can- 
not be expreſſed, I ſaw Prince Carthafis my Uncle come into the Court ; by goods fortune 
he preſently caſt up his eyes ro our window, and I no ſooner ſaw that he look'd upon me, 
bur I by figns, and by a beleeching geſture begg'd a viſit from him. As ſoon as he under= 
Rood my meaning, he came up the ſtairs, and finding no hindrance at my chamber door 
by reaſon of his quality, he cntred immediately atter. He was acquainted with all 
matrersthat pals'd, both by what he had heard from the King,and what I had confels'd to 
him my {elf, nor had I any cauſe to repent that he was privy to them, ſeing there were 
no 
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no proofs of affettion I could defire of him, which he did not give me in all manner of 
encounters to his utmoſt power. He had a particular eſteem, and a ſtrong affeRion for 
Arfaces, and I receiy'd no {mall aſſurance of it by his ation in coming toward me. I 
calt my ſelf all in tears into his armes, bur 1 had not open'd my mouthto ask him the cru- 
elnews I apprehended, , when to put me out of pain, he broak ſilence firlt, Madame, 
(faid he ) the King would haye pur Arſaces to death, but his Genius is more powerfull 
then that of the Scythians, and *cis not under ſuch armes as theirs that ſuch a man as he 
anfall. Theſe words began to produce their efte& upon me, when my Uacie not will- 
fog to let me ſufter any longer ; Arlaces is eſcap'd ( ſaid he ) but he ha's made his eſcape 
kkeArſaces,and he ha's appear'd to the ingratefull Scythians, the ſame gallant man that he 
appear'd to the aftectionare Scythians, when he fought fo yalliantly at the head of them, 
They have found him as invincible againſt them againſt Armibas, and the Tauro-Sci- 
thians, and if chey formerly have icen him winne battels by his ſole courage in the front 
of their armies, they to day haye ſeen him alone, and unarmed, make riyers of bloud run 
through the lireets of their principall City, and with his (word, hewn out the way unto 
his fafety, through the midlt of their ſtouteſt troups. This news having ſuddenly reviy'd 
me, I appear'd yery different from what I was a Row minutes before, and though I was 
litle inform'd of the truth of the buſineſs, 1 found my ſelf well enough recover'd to in- 
quire it of the Prince, and to hear the relation of it yery patiently. Hetold me what had 
pals'din Arſaces his eſcape, as it was reported by thoſe of his guard which had ſeen the 
beginning ,and by thoſe that had ſeen the end of that aRtion ; he made me often grow pale 
and trembling during this diſcourſe, but when art laſt I heard, that after haying | news 
things aboye the power of man, he had been ſuccoured by Theodates, whom the Gods 
had miraculouſly tent him, and that with him he was gotten out of the Town, with lictle 
probability that he could be oyertaken by thoſe that were ſent in purſuit of him, my 
oreatelt fears began to vaniſh, and I remain'das quiet, and as well contented, as I could 
hope to be in that adventure, Modeſty forbad me to expreſs my farisfaCtion to the full 
before my Uncle, but he ſaw ir plainly enoughin my face, and mighteaſfily haye perceiv'd 
in his daughters, if he had obſery'd it, that ſhe was not inſenſible atthe news of Theo- 
dates his arrivall, and of the ſhare he had in the deſtiny of Arſaces. Though 1 conceal'd 
part of ry thoughts from myUncle,I made him 9 ao with the reſt, not being willing 
to give him caule by my diſtruſt, to repent the affection he ſhew'd me in a ſeaſon when it 
might be prejuditiall ro him. Whea I had teſtified my.acknowledgement of that fayour 
as much as pofltbly I could, I entreated him to be gon, for fear a long viſit at that time 
might be hurrfull ro him, and gain him the Kings jealoufie and hatred. Afﬀer his de- 
arture, Theomiris and I diſcourſed of that laſt accident, and when I had compared the 
danger Arſaces had eſcap'd, with thoſe he nijght yer fall into, and the rigour of his impri- 
ſonment with that of his abſence, I thought my condition a great deal better rhen it was 
before, and beleey'd I ought to be much better pleas'd with my fortune, then I had been 
at any time ſince my reſtraint. I paſs'd that night in lefſe yiokatdiſquiets, and though 
I found cauſe enough of affliftion in being ſeparated from Arſaces, I found matter of 
comfort in his liberty, and choſe much ratiier to haye him abſent, then a priſoner to the 
King my father. Arlaces ( faid 1 ) will not forſake me, I am too certain that he lo yes 
me, to fear he will go away from me for eyer ; he by being out of the way forthe pre- 
ſent, will ayoid the evident danger thatthreatens him, and without doubt will return te 
me, afſoon as he can beable to make uſe of my Brothers affiſtance. Oroondates ha's 
loy'd him roo perfeRly, ever to abandon his intereſts, and perhaps my fathers cruell hu- 
mour may one day be appeas'd, by the conſideration of his whole Family, Thus did I 
flatter my ſelf in my difcontents, while the King was tranſported with exceſs of rage, not 
being able to bear the affront he bad receiv'd, without ſuch an im patiency as nothing can 
repreſent. He baniſh'd thoſe guards forcyer that had eſcap'd Arſaces his yalour, and 
look'd upon the reſt with ſuch a fury as put them all into a mortall terrour. What ( fait 
he ) ha's a ſingle man, in the heart of my Dominions, in the chief of all my Cities, near 
my own perſon and in the midſt of all my SubjeRs, made his eſcape from my juſt indi- 
tion, and are the Scythians ſo cowardly as to quit the paſſage to one man alone, or ſo 
althlels as to opea it of their own accord to theirKings chief enemy? He ſpoak theſe words 
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with many furious aRtions, and grew ſoterrible tothoſe that were moſt familiar with 
him, that the Queen her («lf durſt hardly yenture tocome nere him. His belief thac I 
would be glad of the diſcontent he had receiy'd by Arſaces his deliverance, redoubled the 
ayerfion he had receiy'd againſt me, and he was ready to haye diſcharged part of that 
wrath upon me, which before was kindled againſt him. He neither ſaw me nor would 
ſuffer me to be ſeen but by very few, yet abour three dayes after this accident [ was yi- 
fited by the Queen, from whom 1 neither had expeRed nor defir'd that honour. I was 
I was not ſo good a diſſembler, as to make my face ſhew a different welcome from whar 
my heart afontled her ; butthough I could not doubt that her malice alone had drought 
me into that condition Irhen was 1n, I rove all I could to pay her, in my own chamber, 
lome part of what was due to my fathers wife. After the tirlt dilcourles of a very forc'd 
civility ; Madame, (ſaid ſhe) by rendring you this viſit which T ow you, I ſhall with- 
out queſtion moye the King to ſome diſplealure againſt me, bnt I was willing to hazard 
that to aſſure you that I am very ſenſible of what you ſuffcr,and very ready tolabour for 
our redreſs as much as polhbly I can, I am much oblig'd to your goodnels (anſwer'dI ) 
be my fear of the Kings being difpleaſed with you for it, could have made me wiſh you 
had not honour'd me with this viſit. Stratonice who ha's a great deal of wit, took m 
words ir. the ſame ſence they were intended, and ſhowing by a ſmile char the very well 
underſtood my meaning. 1 do not doubt ( repli'd ſhe ) but that you are angry withme, 
and that you ſuſpect 1 have done what I could ro maintaine Arlacomes his interefis 
againſt Arlaceg. In this I am yery lorry I haye been conſirain'd ro thwart your inclinati- 
ons, but *ris a proceeding that is both yery naturall, and yery ordinary, and you are too 
full of reaſon to believe, that I ought to hold the Son of Darius, and my own Brother ia 
equall conſideration. 1 ſhould not haye fall'a upon this difcourle, if the Queen had not 
begun ir. Burt when I faw ſheentred lo farre into it her ſelf, I chought I might yery well 
reply. It was not juſt ( faid 1 ) Madame, that y=_ ſhould favour Arſaces with your aſhi« 
Nance, to the prejudice of Arlacomes, neither did he demand it of you ; but by the ſer 
vice you had receiv'd from him, he had reafon to belieye you would not endeayourhis 
deſtruRtion, nor had I eyer offended you fo much, as to imagin you oughtto leek far 
mine. I haye done nothing (added the Queen) chat ſhould make you think I had agin- 
tention to hurt you ; nor did I perchance ſeck your diſadyantage, when I labour'd to 
make you preferre Prince Arlacomes, before a Prince whoſe birth and merit indeed were 
confierabily, but he was an enemy to the King your Father, an enemy to this State, and 
one to whom the Gods bave left nothing of which his Anceſtours poſſels'd, 1f the Gods 
(repli'd I with more boldnefle then ordinary)haye depriv'd Prince Artaxerxes of his fore- 
fathersEmpire,they haye left him charaRers which all their anger cannot take awayzthey 
have left him a ſword that can recover his dominions, as it hath defended ours, unibeely 
they have left him marks of what he was,and what he {lill 1s, which can ſuffer no compas 
riſon with any of my fathers ſubjects ; if he be the ſon of our enemy, 'cis of an enemy that 
us'd the Prince my brother as the deareſt of his children ; and if he be our enemy himſelf, 
he's an enemy, Madame, without whom the King had not been now alive, withour whom 
Arlacomes had not been alive, without whom both you and I had either becn dead or ca* 
piiyes, and withour whom perhaps this Kingdome had been loft, The Queen was nettled 
leeing me take Arſaces his part fo ſharply,and not being able to diſſemble it,after a bluſh 
which appear'd in her tace, Your affection to Arſaces, ( faid ſhe ) gives you thoughts in 
fayour of him, andto the contempt of others, which would be yery adyantageous to him, 
it they were approy'd of by the King your father ; but it ha's pleas'd the Gods, his 
mind ſhould be different from yours ; and though ke was not unſenſible of Arſaces his 
ſeryices while he belciy'd him to be his friend, nor blind to the knowledge: of his good 
qualities, yet was not his opinion the ſame with yours for the choice of him whom he 
thought worthy to be your {eryant. That Arſacomes whom you deſpiſe {o much, was 
not {o contemptible to him bur that he deſtin'd him to the honour which you made Darius 
his ſon to hope for, and ha's ſettled the pardon of the offeace he beleiyes he ha's reciey'd 
from you, in the obedience you ſhall render him in favour ofmy Brother, The King 
( anſwer'd I being yext to the yery heart at theſe words) cannot deſtine meto Arlacomes, 
without deftining me to my graye, and what obedicace ſocyer I owe him, death 
is 
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is able to give me a diſpenſation. You ſhall not dy, ( reply'd the Queen riſing from het 
chair ) bur time will make you know what maids of yonr birch and quality owe untg 
their Father, and unto their King, and how great difficulty ſoeyer you make of fubeaieri 
your {elf ro4t; you underſtand your ſelf roo well directly to oppole the will of yours. 
After theſe words and ſome other of a feigned civility, ſhe went away, and left meſo ill 
latisfi'd with her converſation, that I was not fecled again of all that day. I pal the 
next, and fome others in the ſame manner.till the time we were viſited with Artaces an& 
Theodates, Theomiris and I were in bed together, and not being able to ſleep, 1 was en- 
tertaining her with my ordinary diſquiets, when Cyllenia who took as little reſt as we 
heard a knocking ar the grate of my window. Ar firſt ſhe regarded it nor, bur finding ic 
continued ſhe leap'd out of her bed, and comming cloſe to mine, told me of it, and ask'd 
me what I would haye her do ; although I did not abſolutly gueſſe the truth, and that L 
beleiy'd not Arfaces to be in Ifledon, yer did 1 imagin it was to give me notice of ſome- 
thing that any body came to my window at ſuch an hour, and in conceic I commanded 
Cyllena to open ir. She had no ſooner done fo, but ſhe perceiy'd two men on horsback, 
one of which prelently call'd her by her name, and was known to her by his yoice to 
be Arlaces. Afoon as ſhe was certain of ir, ſhe gave him not thelciture to diſcourle 
with her, bur running to my bed-fide, brought me the news, tranſported eithec with joy 
or with aſtoniſhment. 1 was [trangely ſurpris'd at it as you may well imagine, and not- 
withſtanding the infinite deſire I had to (ee Arlaces again, I could not hear he was fo 
near his enemies withour being extremely affrighted. I roſe with Theomiris, and each of 
us taking a nigh: gown, we went unto that window, and niade Cyllenia ftay at the cham- 
ber door, for tear we ſhould be ſurpris'd at that @nyerſation, I had not ſooner dicoyer'd 
Arlaces, and his friend through that gloomy night, but my fear and my affeQion ſharing 
my ſoul berween them, made me immoyable, and and allo infenfible ; bur as foon as the: 
too Prices knew us, they bow'd down to their yery faddles, and having given us a ſalute 
full of reſpe&, Arlaces breaking filence firſt, Madame, ( (aid he ) Arlaces is ye petmit= 
ted to ſee you again, and the Gods have ſay'd this priloner, this condemn'd mar, this 
fugitive, to reſtore him a fight which is a thouſand times more dear to him, then the li- 
berty they had taken, or the life they would haye taken from him. He would haye gon 
on with bis his diſcourſe as he had begun, if I had not interrupted him, Yes Arlaces (laid 
1 ) you ſee me, and [ ſee you again, but though your ſight be asdear to me as you can 
wiſh, it caules greater diſquiets in me, then thoſe your ablence would make me luffer, and 
ifyou had loy'd me as you are oblig'd to do by the laſt proofs of your aftetion, you had 
kept my heart from thoſe terrours to which you now ex|poleir. Y ou doubt not that L 
was as much coricern'd in your ſafety as in my own ; but you ought as little ro doubt thar 
I can ſee you inthe danger into which you precipitate your ſelt, without mortall appre- 
henfions, W hat ? ( purtu'd I with the tame tone ) is Arlaces in Ifſedon, and under the 
Palace window ? Arlaces the ole aim of the Kings wrath and hatred, and Arſaces for 
whole deltruction he would hazzard that of his Empire ? I taid a great deal more that ex 
prels'd my fear for him, but all ſery'd only to give him new marks of my affection, ant 
after he had quietly given me the hearing ; I know no danger (repli'd he) chan can fright 
me from the {1ght of my Prince(s, and I ſhould have ſcorn'd my libercy, and given up 
my life to them that would have taken it away, if 1 had beleiv'd there had been any con+ 
fideration ſtrong enough to keep me ſrom ſeeing you again. Do nor therefore moderate 
my happinels by your too obliging fears, but tuffer me after an impriſonment which no+ 
thing bur your abſence made me think unlupportable, to enjoy what was lo cruely for- 
bidden me, and to return through the middelt of all manner of dangers to that felicicy for 
which alone 1 have pery'd my (elf. He accompani'd thele with many other paſſionate: 
words, after which 1 receiv'd Theodates his civilities, and gave him thole wellcomes that 
were due to his quality, and to his delerts, and to the good offices he had done his friend 
I thank'd him for Arlaces his fafery, with as much acknowledgement as poſſibly I could, 
andtchen I would no longer rob him of the ſame adyantage we enjoy'd, bur left him ta 
entertain Theomiris with an equall liberty ; that Lady lov'd him as the was oblig'd by 
all manaer of conſiderations, but *rwas with ſo much diſcretion and reſeryedneſs, that the 
kycrelt perſons could not haye found any thing to condemn in her affeftion, The windows 
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at which we talk'd was fo low ,that the two Princes being on horsback, could eafily reach 
it with their hand, and though it were grated the barrs ſtood ſo farr without,that we could 
hear ore another though we ipoak but ſoftly. and allo ſee one another as well ag the light 
of the ſtarrs would {uffer us. After Thad teſtifi'd to Arlaces how fenfible I had been of 
the dangers he had run, and with what joy 1 had receiy'd the news of his eſcape, 1 told 
him all that had happen'd to me fince the time 1 had not been able to write to him, and 
recounted all that you haye heard, as well about the taking of my letters, 2s the Kinog 
cruell threats, the Queens viſits, and all that I had fuffer'd for his ſake. He was ſo paſlt- 
onate at that diſcourſe, that he had hardly patience to let mc finiſh it, and inthe anſwers I 
had made to the King and Queen to his adyantage, as hkewile in the conftancy I had 
ſhowa to fayour him, he found ſo much reaſon to be latisfh'd with me,and with his fortune 
that he knew not how toexpreſs the leaſt part of his acknowledgements, 1s it pofſible 
( faid he ) that what I hear ſhould be a truth, and that Arlaces ſhould be ſo happy as to 
attain this high degree of felicity ? Ah! loffe of my Dominions ; Ah! dangers that I 
haye wn ; Ah! pains that I have luffer'd, how gloriou fly arc you all rewarded ; and how 
upable is the Kingof Scythia to ſhake ſo firma fortune as mine 1s. Since my Princeſſe 
judges me worthy of her affeion, and that in ſpite of (uch crucl] rigours, and perfecuti- 
ons ſhe perſeycres to keep it for me, 1 heacefoith apprehend noching from the power of 
men, and my happinels is above the reach of all they can attempt agualt me. From this 
he fell into Juch tender, and ſuch affeGtionateexpreſhons of thanks, that it was hard to 
hear them, and to repent whan one had done tor him, and I redoubied his contentment 
by all the confirmations he could defire of my friendihip. We then b23an all together to 
coolult what was belt to bee done, and when we had ieyerally deliyer'd our opinions. My 
deſign ( added he ) if it be permitted for a perſon that is ſubject, and dependent to haye 
a defign, is tor ſome dayes to enjoy the happinels which now is granted me, it I can doit 
without troubling, and diſquieting my Princels, and when I ſhall have obtaia'd leave of 
my Loyeto be able to part trom her for ſore time, and that by the (ertling of the Kings 
anger I may think my paſſage will be alittle treer, ie go away to the Prince my Bro- 
ther, to ſhow him the face of him he hath ſo dearly loy'd, and to take lan&tuary wich him 
again(t the indignation of his Father. I hope for all things from his friendſhip, and he 
commands an Army,which after him,would be at my deyotion,againft the reſt of allman- 
kind. I ſhall have no other enemy there but Artacomes ;and if the confideration of Oroon- 
dates make me deferr the effect of my reſentments, againſt him, T am moſt certain I ſhall 
be preferr'd betore him in Oroondactes his friendſhip ; but if without offending my dear 
Brother, 1 may be tufferr'd to let them lcole, 1 ſhall ftiad waycs enough to free my (elf 
of a riyall, who hath made, and who perhaps would yct make the greatelt part of all 
my mikeries ; neither ought he to hope that he can enjoy his life, with his ambitioa of 
ſerying Berenice, and though 1 fear not he ſhould be able to ſhake the coaltancy of my 
Princels, I ought howeyer to puniſh him tor the pains and pertecutions he hath made her 
ſuffer. This was Arſaces his intention, part whereof I approv'd, and labouring to di- 
vert the violence cf the reſt, I would needs moderate his ſpleen againſt Arfacomes, by the 
promiſe I made him, that all his indeavours ſhould neyer ſeryc tor any thing but to make 
him the more odious to me. I will not trouble you Brother, with all che particulars of our 
conyerlacion, . that diſcourſe would be coo long, fince it was not mitch ſhorter then the 
night ; In brief, judging that the day began to draw near, I dilmils'd Artaces, after has 
ying confirm'd him by all manner of proteftations, in the hope he had of my conflancy, 
and after haying giyen him leave to take the ſame opportunities for a like catertainment, 
while he could ftay at Ifledon with any fafery. This deſign was gut in execution, and I 
ſaw him many times in the ſame manner, without either being $.:.. or troubled by 
any encounter, and Arlaces at my urgent cntreatics was fo carcfull co keep himlelf con- 
ceal'd, that his bcing ia Ifſedoa was never ſo muchas ſutpeRed, 1n the interim the King 
was ſo extremely yext at the ſhame he thought he had receiv'd, that his diſcontent mode 
rated, or rather ſtifled all the joy he ought ro have receiy'd, for the happy proceedings of 
my Brothers Army, He had heard of his victory over Zopirio, and atterwards of the 
taking of many Towns, which cirher by force or gentleneſſe, he had brought under his 0- 
bedience ; bur he hardly appear'd any way lenhible of thole ſucceſſes, which in —_ 
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ſeaſon would have found him yery ready to bear a part in the publick joy. But he re- 
ceiy'd no {mall lurcharge to his affliction, when by an expreſle that came from Arlacomes, 
he heard how Prince Oroondates had leltthe Army, the cauſe of his departwe being 
unknown to eyery body, as likewiſe the place whether he was gon. He deliver'd him 
x letter which my Brother had written to Arſacomes , whereby he reſign'd the ar- 
my into his command, and gaye up into his hand, the charge the King had impos'd 
upon him. This news eaſt the. King into furious redoublings of his anger, but it was 
railed ro the extremity, when that Meſſenger deliver'd hu a Cabiner which my Bre- 
ther had forgotten, in which amongſt many other papers there had been found che infor= 
mation T heodates gave him of the life, fortune, and imprilonment of Artaxerxes. The 
reading of that letter, produced many leyerall effe&s in him, for if it made him judge that 
Oroondartes had till then been innocent of the treacherous deſigns whereof he accus'd Ar- 
raxerxes, it made him alſo beleive that it was thar adyertiſement that made him leaye his 
army, to goto that deartriend, and to joyn with him againſt his fathers ſeryice, Neither 
was he without ſome ſuſpicion, that Oroondates had cunningly left that letter, to make 
it be beleiy'd that the defigns and perſon of Arfaces had been unknown to him, and to 
gain the more facility by that deyice, to effec the plots they had continu'd together. 
Bur howſoeyer it were, the King could not fix upon any of theſe opinions, withour had- 
ing caule to redouble his wrath and hatred againſt Artaxerxes, nor did he neglect an 
thing that could ſerye toward his reyenge, and ſeeing that the Gods, or his ill fortune had 
made him *(cape out of his hands, he fought out all the wayes to miſchiet him that could 
fall into his imagination. He caus'd many manifetts to be draws, and ſent into all the 
quarters of his Kingdome, wherein he accus'd him of treaſon, and of a conſpiracy againſt 
his life, exhorred all his fubje&s to endeavour his deſtruction, and the more ſtrongly to 
invitethem to it, promiſed fiue hundred talents to wholoeyer ſhould bring him his <a 
The news of this cruelty and malice of the Kings, draye Arſaces intorelentments which 
were like to haye made him 90 beyond thoſe conſiderations, which till then he had pre- 
ſery'd towards his perſon. Ah ! ( faid he ) why muſt this barbareus man be the father of 
Berenice, and Oroondates, and why is it not permitted tne to revenge, with the bloud of 
þ cruell an enemy, the ingratefull deſigns he ha's againſt my life, and the wrong he 
would do my reputation ? After thele words, he return'd again to himſelf, and repeat- 
ing that he had {jen to them, ask'd me pardon, and proteſted, he never would fall any 
more into thoie violent thoughts againſt my father. And indeed till then, he indeayour'd 
to force himſelf ro patience, but he utterly loſt it, atthe laſt effe&s of the Kings indig- 
nation. 

How great compliance ſocyer the King had till then ſhewed te Stratonice, yet had he” 
never reſoly'd tro marry me to Ariacomes, and though he was driyento it by the confide- 
rations of his loye, and by the Queens eternall perſecutions, his ambitiog, and forhe re- 
mainder of his affe&tion to me, made him repugnant to that alliance ; but when once he 
began to looſe the hope of raking revenge npon Arlaces by any other way, he overcame 
the remnant of his love to me, and belceying he could not afflict his enemy more ſenſibly, 
then by giving meto his rivall, he reſoly'd ablolutely upon the marriage. He had heard 
was Rothing more to do in the Countrey, Where Ariacomes was with his army, and ha- 
ving derermined that he ſhould recurn with his forces, he ſent an expreſs to him with or- 


ders to bring him back, and with a letter which he wrote to him, the words whereof were 
to this purpoſe. ; 


The King of Scythia to Prince Arſacomes. 
Since you are the onely man worthy of my friendſhip, and of my alliance, 1 intend that 


you ſhall have them both ;, come therefore Arſacomes, to recerve the recompence that ex- 
petts you... as well for the ſervices 1 have receiv'd from you ; as for thoſe you have ren- 
der'd Berenice ; from hence forward ſhe ſhall be yours, and all the difficulties you have 
ſound in wining her , ſhall yeild ro the authority of her Father, and of her King. 

He ſhow'd chis letter to diyers of the Court, and publiſhed his re(olution to eyery bo- 
dy, to the end Arſaces might come to hear of it and feel the lorrow he prepared for him. 
He would needs allo give me my ſhare of it, and the next day after the departure of that 
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fatall meſſenger, he came into my chamber, and bearing the maarkes of his cruell intention 
in his forchead, pur me into as great a fear as I could poſſibly be capable of. He took 
not ſo much leiſure asto fit down for the ſhort viſit he meant to make me, but lookino 
upon me With a ſeyerer eye then eyer he had done before, Berenice, ( ſaid he ) hitherto I 
have been too favourable to you, but you too unworthily abuſed my indulgence, therefore 
new know my laſt intentions, and diſpoſe your {elf once for all to marry Arſacomes I 

ive you as much time to reſolye upon it, as will be neceſſary for his voyage hither, bur 

por na to you that he ſhall be your husband, from the very day of his arr:yall. Though 
I was infinitely ſurpris'd at this ſtrange diſcourſe, yet did I call up all the courage I had, 
to make reply to that ſeyere propoſition of the Kings, and looking upon him with an eye 
that was m6re animated then ordinary. I will obey you Sir, (faid I) to the laſt minute 
of my life ; but my death I hope ſhall free me from the obedience I owe you, You 
ſhall have leave to rd ( repli'd the Kiag ) if you prefer death before Arlacomes but you 
ſhall neyer obtain a more Crumble election. He ftai'd not for my anſwer, but going our 
of the room left me in the condition you may judge I was reduc'd to by that cruell threat, 
Truly it wasa very lamentable one, and Theomiris and Cyllenia, had neyer beenmore 
forrowfully imployed about me, then they were all the reſt of that day, I would haye 
difſembled my grief to Arſaces, whom I wasto ſee that night, and I prayed my Coulen 
not to tell him of that viſite of the Kings, but *'rwas impoſlibie for me to hold my refolu- 
tion, and as ſoon as eyer I ſaw him, my tears broak forth in ſuch abundance, that before 
I was able to ſpeak, he was but two well inftruRted in my misforrune ; wherefore I was 
forc'd to confeſle it to him, aſter the tears that had betrai'd me, and ſeeing he luſpeRted 
ſomething more fatall, I was fain to tell him all I knew, both of the Kings meſlage to 
Arfacomes, and of the cruell command I had receiy'd from his own mouth. Arſaces ne- 
yerappear'd fo terrible to me as at that killing news, and I do not wonder, his enemies 
ſhould think him ſo dreadfull in fight, fince in the anger I ſaw him at that time, I could 
not but be affraid of him my ſelf. Yer did he all that poſſibly he could to maſter it be» 
fore me, and when he had a little conquer'd that firlt tury, which made him fly intoan 
extremity of rage againſt the Kings violent proceeding, and that he had kept filence fora 
few moments. 'Tis too long deterr'd, ( added he ) Arlacomes muſt dy, and the bloud of 
that unworthy fayourite mult pay for the Kings tyranny, and for bis own. Oppoie not 
this juſt reſolution, Madam, with unjuſt commands ; my obedience in this encounter 
would be cowardiſe, and in the extremity we are now reduc'd to, I ought to be exempted 
from it. The King doth but vainly prepare a marriage for him, to which he ha's unyor- 
thily pretended, neither am 1 fo forſaken of the Gods, or men, no nor of my own courage 
which hitherto hath ſery'd me fairchfully enough, but that I can make that riyall fall atthe 
head of his army. The King of Scythia perhaps ſhall find that the remembrance of Ar- 
laces isnot yet extinguiſh'd in the Court of Scythia, and I hope it ſhall be with his own 
torces that Vie oppote his unjult and ryrannicall defigns. Thele were Arſaces his words, 
and I ſaw him fo fix'd upon that reſolution, that 1 had not the confidence to oppoleit 
withall the power I had oyer him. Yer did 1 firive to pacifie him as much as poſſibly 1 
could, and alledg'd all the reaſons I thought capable to diyert his purpoſe. I loy'd not 
bloud, and could haye wiſh'd to be rid of Arfacomes otherwiſe then by his death,and be- 
fides I faw ſuch great and manifeſt dangers to Arſaces in that enterpriſe, that it was hard 
to hope for a fayourable iflue of it. 1 repreſeated it to him as well as I was able, and en- 
deayour'd to touch hum by the conſideration of my fears for the evident perill of his lite. 
He having ever been yery ready to comply with my entreaties, firoye to appear mote 
moderate, and having protelted he would make his inclinations yeild to mine as much 
as he could poſſibly, he left me in ſome belief that I had obtaind whar I defir'd of him. I 
pals'dthe reſt of that day in thoſe diſquiets which that uncertainty cau(d in me ; bur in the 
night, at the hour when I expeted him, I onely receiy'd a letter by one of Theodates his 
leryants, the words whereof were thele, 


Arſaces to the Princeſs Berenice, 


1 depart, Madame, ſince my honour, ſince my repoſe will not ſuffer me to remain long- 
er near jou, and perchance I ſhall not return to you again, till I ans freed of a rivall, and 
| reveng 
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reveng'd of an enemy : Remember your faithfull Arſaces ; andif it pleaſe the Gods he dy 
inthis interpriſe, ſuffer him not to dy alſo in your memory. 
The reading of theſe words did infinitely augment my grief, and put me again into m 
former apprehenfions. 1 began to be afflifted for his ablence, and to tremble for the dan= 
ers into which he was going to expole himſelf, What likelihood is there ( faid I to 
heomiris and Cyllenia ) that he can attempt to kill Arſacomes at the head of his army, 
without periſhing himſelf in the defign ? Ah! without doubt, Couſen, we ſhall neyer 
ſee him more, and his deſpair will make him fo farr to negle&t the means of his 
afery, that he by his own ruine will ſecure the pretenſions of Arlacomes. I afflited my 
ſelf on this maner, notwithſtanding all the conlolations I receiy'd from Theomiris, and 
could neyer be curcd of my fears during all the time he continued in thar journey. Bur 
Brother, I think I am at the end of therecitall you demanded of me, and it you defire to 
know the wonderfull events of Arſaces his yoyage, you may learn them much better 
fiom himſelf then me, who am little capable of relating ſuch adyentures 25 thoſe you are 
going to hear from him. Itis juſt, fair Princeſs, ( repli'd Arſaces ) that I ſhould eaſe you 
of that pains, and you out of your goodnels haye giyen me reſt enough,to be able to finiſh 
this narration. Arlaces held his peace at theſe words, and when he had thought a while of 
the diſcourle he was to make, he proceeded in theſe terrhs. 

Aſſoon as 1 hadleft the Princels, and that I was retir'd with Theodates, I made that 
dear friend acquainted with my relojution of departing the next night, to go to Arſaco- 
mes, and cicher giye him his death in the middle of his troups,or put an end by mine own, 
toall the pains to which I ſaw my ſelf condetnn'd. Theodates was amaz'd at thacr 
deſign, but he argu'd not much againſt it, and only told me he would run my fortune, 
ard that into What perill ſoever 1] expos'd my ſelf, he neyer would forlake me 
while he liy'd : Thele tender proofs ot his friendſhip, did infinitely redouble mine, 
and not having the power to reſale his company in ſuch an enterpriſe, eſpecially ſeeing 
there was no more ſafety for him in Ifſedon then for me, and that in what part of 
Scythia ſoeyer he could be, his abode would ſtill be dangerous, becauſe beſides what he 
had done to fayour my eſcape, the letter which had come to the Kings eye, and which 
was known to be his hand, had exccedingly agorayated his diſpleaſure againſt him, I 
conſented to let him go along with me, andexpole himſelf with me to all the dangers 
which in probability we went to encounter. That day we gave order to get good arms, 
and good horles, and other things that were moſt neceſlary for us ; but we would take 
no other Company along with us except Criton who had already well reoyer'd his wounds, 
Theodates his {quire, and two of his ſcryants to take care of our horſes and armes, be- 
leiviog that a greater train would but make our paſſage the more difficult, and the more 
eaſily diſcover us. I wrote thole tew words to my Princeſs which ſhe repeated to you, 
and though her abſence was the greatelt misfortune I was ſenfible of in that attempr, yer 
would I go away without ſeeing her for fear ſhe ſhould oppole my intention with her 
ablolute authority. I gave my letter into the hands of a truſty ſeryant of Theodates, 
and when a good part of the night was ſpent, we took horſe, and going out of the Town, 
put cur ſelves into a way that was not unknown to thoſe that attended us. By good 
fortune we had no river to paſs chat was not fordable, nor no Town in our paſſage which 
we could not avoid, ſending only Theodates his ſervants through them, to buy tuch pro- 
vilionsas we needed, This did much facilitate our yoyage, and we perform'd it without 
any encounter that was able to crofle our purpoſe, But before we came tothe army, I 
thought fit to diſcoyer the bottome of my deſign to Theodates, and to that end. Do not 
beleive (faid 3) that my reſolution proceeds totally from my deſpair, and that my enter- 
priſe for all it is ſo hazardous is without ſome beam of hope, grounded upon a great deal 
ofreaſon, The Army now under Arſacomes, is the ſame you know that I commanded 

againſt the Tauro-Scythians,in the countrey of the Agatictians, and afterwards againſt 
Armibas ; *twas with it we obtain'd ſome viRtories againſt the King of Scythia's ene- 
mies ; There isno commander among thoſe Troups whom I have not oblig'd by ſome 
particular courteſfie ; there is hardly any ſouldier whoſe face and name is not known to 
me, and neyer did any Generall receiye more teftimonies of affe&ion from his men then I 
from them while we march'd together. This remembrance makes me hope for fayour 
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amongſt chem, though I ſhould come to be {o unfortunate, as to have ill ſucceſſe in my 
deſign againſt Arſacomes his perfon ; and for all he is their Generall, perchance he will 
have much adoe to find more friends then I among them. You have reaſon to beleive 
it, (anſwer'd Theodartes ) and as I can aſſure you, that your memory 1s (till dearer to them 
then you can imagrne ; I can allo tell you, that by reaſon of Arſacomes his pride, andof 
his haughty carriage, all the fouldiers and all the Officers haye a great ayerſhon to him, 
and I am confident, they never ſubmitted ro his command withour a great deal of un- 
willingnels. Thefe words of Theodates redoubled my hopes, and in themean time we 
adyanc'd toward the army, with as much ſpeed as the compaſlſes we were fain to take 
would ſuffer us, and we found it ſooner then we expected. The Kings meffenger had 
made very great haſt, and had been arriv'd there many dayes, and Ariacomes who with 
fuch loſty hopes, had receiv'd fo pleaſing an order, had rais'd his camp from the banks of 
Borilthenes,and was returning ſtraight to 1fledon, with as long marches as he could, He 
by order from the King had left five or fix thouſand men upon the frontier, which he had 
put in garriſon, in fome of thoſe Towas that had been recoyer'd, and the reſt of the army 
was about eighteen, or twenty thouſand, It was along the bank of the river Hypanis 
that we ſaw the firſt batralions march,and riding with our beayers down, we paſſed with- 
out doubt, among the firſt that ſaw us, for horsmen of their army ; we wore nothin 
upon our Arms that could diſcoyer our quality, they were very good, but not enriched 
with any ornament, that could make them be taken notice of, and we had made choice 
of ſuch, that we might hayethe liberty of paſſing every where with lefſe danger of being 
known. I had taken no particular order'about my deſign, but had only reloly'd to lay 
hold of the firlt occafion Fortune ſhould offer me te fight with Arlacomes, or kill himif 
I could do it upon eventerms and without any baſenefſe; but fee how ſhe behay'd her (elf 
in that adyenture, and admire her capricioulneſle in one of the [irangelt eyents you eye 
heard, 

One part of the army was already pais'd, when I faw Arſacomes appear at the head 
of a good number of Commanders, among which 1 knew the good old Cleoreſtes, Leo 
taris and ſome other of thoſe friends I had greateſt confidence in, He was compleatly 
arm'd,(as you know it is the cuſtome among the Scythians neyer to go without there arms 
upon a march, or in paſſing upon any duty of their Command ) bur his beaver was up, 
and he was eafie to be known by many other marks, Afſoon as eyer I ſaw "tas he, 
relentments awaken'd in ſuch manner, that Ino longer was maſter of them, and thoug 
in appearance I could not take a more unſeaſonable time for my fatisfattion, I was not 
capable of all neceſſary conſiderations, and morcoyer I beleiy'd that in the extreamit 
I was reduc'd to, and in the nature of the cauſe that moy'd me, I could not ſand Joy” 
dering, nor ſeek wayes to facilitate my enterpriſe, and be cautious of my fafery, withs 
out cowardiſe, In this conceit turning toward Theodates ; Dear Theodates ( ſaid I)! 
can no longerdeferr the execution oft my deſign, flir not till you ſee I have need of your 
aſſiftance,and then do what you ſhall think conyenient. 1 harken'd nor tro what Theodates 
alledg'd to difſwade me from my raſh intent, bur adyancing toward Arlacomes I drew 
near him without any difficulty, I taluted him bowing to my ſaddle bow, and ſpeaking 
to him withour putting up —_ Sir, (faid I) may I haye a word or two with you 
in private, to inform you of a thing of great importance for the Kings leryice ? Arlacos 
mes aceus'd me of unmannerlinels, or folly, for having ſpoken to him without diſcoy'ring 
my face, and looking upon me with an arrogant faſhion, he ask'd me who I was, You 
ſhall know, Sir, (anfwer'd 1 ) and with my name, ſhall alfolearn the buſineſs 1 have to 
impart to you, it you pleaſe to withdraw about an hundred paces from this company 
that is about you, With theſe words I tur'nd my horſe and rode toward the place whi- 
ther 1 defir'd to draw him, and though they that were preſent would haye per{waded him 
not to follow me, and told him that by ſo doing he ſhould injure his dignity, yet being 
(as indeed he was) yaliant, and defirous of glory, he beleiy'd that difirutt would ſhow a 
want of ſpirit. In that opinion he commanded them to march on, and forbidding them to 
follow him, he came galloping after me, and paſſing þy the place where I had ſtopr, 
went five or fix hundred paces from his men. 1 oyertook him in an infant, and he turn- 
ing toward me afloon as I dicw gear, Speak now (laid he) ar liberty, and ſince no body 
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overhears thee, tell me who thou art, and what thou haſt to communicate to me for the 
Kings ſervice, 1 thought I might fatisfie part of his demand by letting him ſee my, face, 
and for that ones thruſting up my beyer of my cask, 1 am Arfaces ( anſwer'd I ) and 
and that name alone thou may'lt learn all I haye to lay to thee. Arfacomes was fo tur- 
is'd at theſe words and at the unexpected fight of my face, that for all he had a great 
| ofconrage he chang'd colour, and appear'd as unmoyeablc as a Ratuc. I would not 
rake adyantage of his amazement, but to give him leaſure to recouer it. Come to thy 
felf again Arlacomes (faid I) and know him, whom neither the King of Scywhia's ingra- 
tizude, nor thine, hath been able to ruine. I live (till in {pie of his orders, and in ſpite of 
thine, & I live to dispute Berenice with thee, endeayour to defend thy pretenfions with 
thy life, & make thy lelfe worthy by that aQtion, of whar neither thy birth nor thy ſeryi> 
ces haye been able to merit. Thou canſt never hope to poſleſs her quictly while Arlaces 
is alive, and though oughteſt to diſpatch him our of the worid if thou wilt free thy ſelf of 
2 more fortunate rivall, and of an irreconcileable caemy. My birth is now Well cnough 
known to thee,to believe thou ſhalt not wrong thy dignity by this combar, nor is there lo 
litle honour to be gotten with Arlaces, bur that thou may'(t reckon this encounter as one 
of the molt glorious of thy whole life. By chele words I firoye to draw him to a Greater 
diſtance from his troups, yet he would go but very little further, and having fertled him- 
ſelf while I was ſpeaking, after he had look'd upon me with a more reſolute countenance 
then before, Yes (laid he) 3 am ready to diſpute Berenice with thee, and fincethou haſt 
eſcap'd the juſtice of the King her father, I ſhall be glad to revenge his quarrell,and make 
my word the inſtrument of that death which chou oughtelt to have tufter'd for the de- 
fence of thy countrey. This cruell reproach to which 1 (aw my {elf unhappily exſpos'd. 
nis'd my arger tothe highelt pitch, and ſecing that Arſacomes pur his hand to the hile ot 
his \word without moving any further, I arew mine with all the haſt 1 could ,and making 
itglitter in his eyes, quickly ſhow'd him that to give me = death was not lo eaſy a 
matter as he 1magin'd. 1 beleiv'd 1 had not much time to latishe my revenge, and that 
I ſhould toon have part of the army upon me, wherefore defiring to ſhorten that combat 
with an extraordinary haſt, I flew at Arlacomes wich more fury then judgment, and 
with ewo fo:tunate blows gave him two wounds, ones the body, the other in the right 
arme, which ditabled him to fight, and put him in ſuch diforder, that ruſhing fiercely 
2gainlt him atthe ſame time, I threw him headlong out of his ſaddle upon the ground. 
Though the fight of our combat had already made a good many of thole that beheld ir 
come running towards us, I hadtime enough to have ſlain Atlacomes if I had had a 
mind to it, but how great intereſt loeyer I had in his death, 1 was not able ro give it 
tim, being he was no longer in a condition to defend himſelf, and {eeing fome of the ofhi= 
cets of the army come thundering at me, I advanc'd a lictle toward them, with a purpoſe 
to make my telt known, and with a hope to moderare their relentments by the {ight of 
my face, 1 tound more facilitie in it then I expected, by the prudence of Theodates, for 
heno ſooner had ſeen them tire, but caſting of his helmet, and ſhewing them his bare 
head, he made toward them with all poſlible ſpeed, crying. O Cleoreſtes, O Leotaris, 
Whither run you ? *cis Arſaces, your Generall, and your beſt friend, The name of Ar- 
faces often reiterated, ſlackned their ſpeed,and turning toward him that ſpoak it,they knew 
him to be Theodates, to whom they bore a particular reipe&t, and affection. They were 
leis'd with a marycllous aſtoniſhment when I coming up to them with my ſword in my 
hand, and my head quite unarm'd, do you come, (cry'd 1) dear friends, to take away the 
life of Arlaces ? if it be lo, I refule not death, nor can 1 reccive it from more welcome 
hands, then thoſe of my ancient friends, and of my valliant companions. Thelic words 
and the fight of my face, ſtop'd them ſhort ar firſt, and putthem into a wondertull irre- 
lolution ; but within a while atter they made all other contideracions yield to their affeRi- 
on, and putting up their {words they came tome with an intention yery different from 
that which before had drawn them. This accident had (tai'd the march of the army, and 
all the Officers leaving their places, with part alſaof the louldicrs, ran thronging to that 
Ipectacle, bur the name of Artaces which {pread from one to another through the whole 
Army, preſently {tilled all their relentments, and wakening in them the remembrance of 
the ardent loye they had born me, they ran all about me, co take-my part againlt Arſa- 
| comes 
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comes his ſeryants, and particular friends, Cleoreſtes was the fhcſt who finding the affeQi- 
on of the {ouldiers,and incited to it by his own, got before all the reſt and cryed, Long live 
our Generall Arlaces,and may his enemies periſh. Leotaris ſeconded him in his cries and 
in his ation, and immediarely the name of Arlaces ecchoed throtigh all the plain, I was 
almolt oyerturn'd with the crowd of Ofticers.and ſouldiers,fome ask'd to ſee their Gene- 
rall Arlaces,and ſome preſled to ſalute me. frerch'd forth my hands and embrac'd ther 
one after another, and calling them by their names I made them ice I had dear! pre- 
lery'd their remembrance. By little and hittle I was encompaſſed by the whole army, 
and was fain to goall about without my cask, and to ſhow my elf to thoſe that were 
furtheſt off, who with loud cries demanded the fight of their Generall, Neyer was there 
any change of this nature fo ſudden, nor ſo wonderfull as that and all that my moſt affe- 
Rionate friends could have wiſh'd to my adyantage, would not haye come near towhat 
Fortune did for me in that encounter, In the ſame place where a few minutes before 
had been aJone againſt an enemy that commanded a powertull army, I faw my (elf tris 
umphaiit, I law my ſelf ador'd, and I ſaw my ſelf abſolute oyer twenty thoutand men, 
whoſe arrnes and lives were at my devotion. Let Arfaces ( crycd they contuledly ) rake 
the command of us again, and let him lead us over all the worid to ſerve him, we'l © 
no body but him, and all his enemies ſhall be ours. Onely Arlacomes his friends and 
ſeryants terrified with this alteration, too weak to ſhew how they relented it, and per- 
chance being in fear of their lies, affer'd not to come near me, but in all thar confuhon, 
1 was not forgetfull of Maſter, and being very confident he wasnot dead, I prayed Cle- 
oreltes ifthey had not done it already, that he would cauſe him to betaken from the place 
where he was, and make as carefull endeavours be uſed for his recovery, as I could hare 
defir'd for my own. After I bad given this order, 1 intreated thole that food near toaf- 
ford me a little audience, and having obtained filence with much adoe I ſpoak to the 
Principall Officers who came round about me, and to asma ny of the reſt as were with 
in hearing. My dear and generous friends (faid 1) you by whom alone the name of Arſ- 
ces ha's gain'dall the honour it can boaſt of. you by whom I am now alive, and briefly, 
ou to whom with my glory, and with my life, 1 owe all, and will acknowledgeall;1 
ſhould be unworthy of this —_—_ which is my chiefeſt happinels, if I could abuſe, | 
and if I ſhould make uſe of y ob goodnefle for the defence of an unjuſt quarrell and a 
quarrcll wherein you your ſelyes had not ſome interelt. That which you had done forthe 
King of Scythia, and that which I had dore for him with your affiſtance, was not ſo in- 
confiderab e, that inltead of recompences he ſhould give us ſhackles, he ſhould giyeus 
puniſhments, and that after haying unworthily wrong'd your Generall in his perſon and 
1 his reputation, after having made him langaiſh in a hard captivity. he ſhould fend him 
executioners cruelly to tear away that life, which he lo often had prodigally hazzarded for 
his,and for the defence of his dominions. 'Tis true, my birth had inade me criminall in his 
opinion, and if your thoughts are not more generous then his, it will likewiſe make me fo 
in yours ; but though I ſhould endanger this life which I hold from you, I canno longer 
be able to diſemble the truth, and into what neceſſity loeyer I can be reduc'd, I neyer will 
require ſervices from perlons to whom I am not known. Ir is true, my friends, if you can 
be lo after my declaration I make to you, itis true, 1 heretofore was Artaxerxes the dear 
brother, and the faichfull friend of your Prince Oroondates ; bur Darius his ſonne, and 
Matheus his enemy ; you are not ignorant what my family and I haye done againſtyou; 
but if you have found, that in what I haye done for this Kingdome at the head of you, I 
have preſery'd the hatred ofan enemy, I ſhall not think ic ſtrange if you follow the exam- 
ple of your King, and if according to the intention he had to do fo, you take away a life 
which you haye newly given me, nor had I kept it hitherto but in hope to recover by 
your affiltance, part of that honour, and part of that Empire which I loſt while I was 
fighting here tor yours ; bur 1'm only to blame to tay I kept my life only for that, no 
my valiant fellow ſouldiers, I kept it allo for Berenice, and if my being in this countrey 
ha's been any way adyantageons to the Scyrhians, they owe it to the loye 1 bear ther 
Princeſs. 1 ſery'd her in ſerying you, ſhe ha's been pleas'd to approve my ſervices, and [ 
thought I had rather mericed her, then that ignominious death che King would give me; 
bur while he ſends me poilon, and prefents me with a dagger to be my own _— 
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he allo takes Berenice from me to beſtow her upon Arſacomes, and "tis by that way alone 
he depriyes me of a life which I defended in ſpite of all his jaylours, and lt hangmeN« 
Hein Krone of that fayourite, cruelly forces the inclinations, and unnaturally impriſons 
the perſon of that Princefle, as he not long agoe did the perſon of your Prince , and by 
that violence ha's driyen the miſerable Arlaces, eytherto find a death in the midd'Rt of all 
your {words, or to kill Arſacomes at the head of all his Troupes, and to demand of thoſe 
very Troupes the happynefle which his enemyes unjuſtly would rob him of. Behold, 
deare freinds , what 1 ought to feare, and what I ought to hope for from you ; if you will 
have me live as Arſaces, 1 demand Berenice of you ; and if you will have me dye as 
Artaxerxes, I freely offer you my breaſt, and deſire not to conſerve thar life againſt your 
wills, for which 1 muft confeſſe my elf indebred to you. I had not made an end of theſe 
words, when there aroſe a confuſed noyle amonglt the Soldiers, whichat firſt might haye 
becn enough ro beget feare in a peclon that had been much in love with his life , but | had 
not the leaſure to be (trucken with it, for I preſently underſtood the reſolution of all thaz 
multicude, The recitall of this adventure is indeed ſhamefull to the King of Scythia, 
fince among io many thouland men , of meane and obſcure birth , there were none whole 
thoughts were not more full of gratitude then his, and whoſe knowledge of my real qua- 
lity was able to blot out the remembrance of the obligations they beleey'd they had to 
me. Let him be Aclaces, (cry'd they) or let him be Artaxerxes, he is ſtill our Generall, 
he is the trend, he is the brother of our Great Prince, we have no more warre now agaialt 
the Perſians, and wee are fo much the more oblig'd to Prince Artaxerxes, if for all he is 
a Perhan, he ha's given us luch tecflimonyes of affetion, as we never receiv'd from any 
of our own Country-men. Let him lead us (ſayd they preſently after) whither his inte- 
reſts call him,ler him lead us to the conqueſt of Berenice, and to the reyenge of thoſe high 
wrongs he ha's recciv'd, wee'l ſerye him without any diltinQion of enemyes, and will 
neyer put any differerice between his and ours. Theſe words, and many others that were 
tothe tame tence were often repeated through the whole Campe, and by a thouſand re» 
ſounding cryes, and a thouſand extraordinary aRtions, all the Commanders, and all the 
Soldiers , teltifyed that they long'd for nothing fo ernelily as the occaſion of going to 
fight for my quarrell. I cannot but acknowledge that I felt an exceſſiye joy at io favou- 
rable an eyent : I could not keep ry ſelf from having great reſentments againſt the King, 
who after his unworthy uſage ot me , and the cruell defigne he had ſhew'd to takeaway 
my life in an ignominions manner , had ſet my head ata price, and ran to all the extrea« 
mityes againſt me, that are wont to be uſed zgainſt the baſclt malc-faRors , and againſt 
the greateltTraytors to a Kingdome. This remembrance thruſt me upon the deſigne of re= 
venging my lelt againſt him with his own armes, and of making him know that a Prince 
dilpoſlets'd of his Dominions, was not yet {o weake, nor fo torlaken , but that he could in 
the heart of his territoryes , deltroy that peack which he himſelf had ſettled. My love 
joyn'd it telf ro my anger with a more abſolute power , and my defire of reyenge was 
nothing nere ſo ſtrong , as that of obtaining Berenice , 1 was deſirous therefore tor the 
Satisfaction of both, to make ule of the happyneſle that offer'd it ſelf ro mee, and thought 
I ought not to negle& a fortune, which I {þ2uld never recover againe while I fen'd, if 
I ſhould luffer it toelcape, with this intent ſhewing a more cheertull countenance tothe 
Commanders , and Soldiers then before ; Generous treinds, (fayd I) I know not how to 
oppole the efteRs of y our goodnefle, nor refule the advantageous offers you make me; 
fince you defire it, Lenitle you to my intereſts, and with a confidence like that of yours, 
I put my life and fortune into your hands, 1 henceforth wilk acknowledge nothing bu 
from you, and fince you are pleas'd I ſhould againe take up the honour I had hercro 
fore amonglt you , I obcy , with a proteſtation that I never will abuſe it while I live , and 
that demarding nothing of you bura milireſle , ] will allwayes own you for my Maſters 
ard for my pro:cors. Atter theſe words , I rode about eyery where amongſt them, and 
as I recciy'd the oath which the Officers voluntaryly made to me , I embrac'd them, and 
allmoſt all the Soldiers after them. This ceremony being ended I fell into great exprel= 
ſions of kindneſle to Cleoreltes, Leotaris, and the rett of my particular freinds, and Theo= 
dates who was extremely beloy'd and much conſidered amonglt them , receiv'd a thou- 
land ctyilityes from them , and a thouland prayſes for the affection he had fſhew'd to me 
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wee encamp'd that day in that very place, and that Gruaticn appear'd very commodious 
for a tay of three or four dayes , which was not unneceſſary , to deliberate about the ma- 
naging of my affaires, In the meanetime Arlacomes was in his tent , attended as if he 
had been in his better forrune ; his wounds were found to be neither great nor dangerous, 
and the Chirurgions promiſed his cure ina few dayes; he wanted nothing bur liberty, 
which in that condition would have been uſeleſſe to him, and my freinds knowing how 
highly it concern'd me to keep him faſt , had taken careto ſet guards upon him, T 
judg'd with reaſon that 1 could not aſſure my ſelf of Berenice;bur by keeping Arſacomes, 
and thatas long as he was in my power, the king could not force Berenice to marry him. 
Within a few dayes, though he wasnot abſolutely cured, yet was he able to endure a 
litter , and I heard by thole that wayred on him , that hiFcaptivity was his moſt ſenſible 
diſcontent. How great intereſt ſo eyer I had to keep him, 1 icorn'd ro make uſe of that 
adyantage which 1 eld from fortune, and fince he had elcaped my (word, I beleey'd m 
ſelf oblis'd in honour , toreftore him a liberty , which he had loſt onely by the defeRion 
of his army. To this conſideration I added that if he was generous ; he would remember 
my carriage toward him, and that as I hadnet abus'd his captivity to concerne Berenice, 
ſo neither would he perhaps abule his liberty to take her from me. All my friends, and 
Theodates himſelf oppos'd my intention, and judg'd it centrary to all the Laws of pru- 
dence; but they were not able to ſhake my reſolution, andafter haying pray'd them to 
give me leaye in this encounter which concern'd no body but my ſelf, ro make ule of the 
pewer they had giyen me , I went to Arſacomes , whom I had not ſcene fiince he was 
wounded, Although the power I had oyer him , fiifled all my anger , I could not ſe 
him without being mov'd , and I obſery'd he changed colour at my coming in ; but not 
defiring any long converſation with him , 1 quickly told him thecauſe of my yiſite , and 
rooke away all thole apprehenſious he might haye had. Arſacomes (ſaid I) I come not 
hither to reproach you with the injuryes you haye done me , I endeayour'd to reyenge 
them by away which you haye eſcaped, and all others were too diſhonourable for me to 
uſe, 1 will not take any advantage againſt you, by what the army hath done in fayour 
of me, and when you are well enough to endure a jonmey, you ſhall be free; to goe _ 
at your own time. I know | give my felfdeath, in giving you liberty, and thar you will 
make no other ule of it then to deprive me of that Princefſe, who 1s the caule of all our 
differences ; bur rliat knowledge is not able to alter my deſigne ; go lee Berenice againe 
when you pleaſe, bur remember that a generous man ought to winn her affection rather 
by his ſeryices , then by her fathers authority, and that the recompence you owe to what 
I now do for you , is not to ſuffer Berenice to be torc'd. Arlacomes was going to reply, 
but I hearken'd notto his anſwer , not defiring to hold any long diſcourle with him, 
wherefore going out of his tent , I commanded the Soldiers that guarded him , to recite. - 
He without any further delay, made uſe of the fayour I had done him,and the next more 
ning cauſing himſelf to be put into a litter, which Prince Oroondartes had lefe at the army, 
and which he had us'd during the cure of thole wounds he had receiy'd in the Bartell , he 
went on his way toward I{ſedon , but went tull of threats, and tull of refentment, not of 
the fayour , bur of the injury he had receiv'd from me. I Rayd a few dayes after his de- 
parture upon the bankes of the River Hypanis , not being willing to fly to extreamityes 
againſt the father of Berenice, and Oroondates, without having well deliberated the mat- 
ter, and without hayiag ug'd ail the caution that might free me from blame in the opi- 
nions of my Princeſſe, and of my freinds. For this purpole, retarding the motion of the 
army, and making but yery ſhort marches roward Ifſedon, before 1 engaged myleltin 
a Warr to which I was inſtigated by my love, I deſired to ler the King ſee 1 was Maſter 
of my reientments, how jult {ocyer they were, and therefore I ditpatched away a meſlen- 
ger with a letterto him, che words whereof were thele, 


Arſaces 
To the King of Scythia. 


1 will not put youin mind , Sir, what I have done for you, and what you have done 


againſt me, Jt ſuffices that you remember you are beholding to me for your life, and 4 
the 
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the ſecurity of your Kingdome ; and that for my recompence you ſent me 1 aagger and a 
draught of poyſon ; you have proſecuted me as the baſeſt of all malefatters , and ſet my 
head at aprice , as that of a traytour , and of aninfamons perſon: This uſa ge muſt needs 
be very ſenſible to a Prince , whoſe quality is not inferiour to your own , but it is ſuppor- 
table to Arſaces , from the father of Berenice , and Oroondates , and if yet you ſtop the 
courſe of your crueltyes, I will lay down the authority I have found in the place where 
1 onely ſought for Santtwary againſt your perſecutions. I demand no Satisfattion for the 
wrongs you have done me, and though perhaps I am in a conditionto right my ſelf , [ will 
forget them all , as you have forgot my ſervices, provided you remember that the Prin- 
ceſſe Berenice is your Daughter , and that you force not her mclinaticns , in favour of a 
1141, whom if 1 would , I conld have made to looſe his pretenſions with his life. She is of 
a birth not fit to be uſed with wiolence for a ſubjett , and mine is not ſo deſpicable as to 
make her bluſh for having preferr'd me before «Arſacomes. Perchance you may have 
ſome conſideration of it , andif all generoſity be not utterly extinguiſh'd in the heaxt of a 
King , you will remember , I am ſtill that ſame Arſaces, who ha's loſt your freind(hip 
mely by his mis- fortune, but who gaind it by his blood and by his ſervices 
The man I tent tothe King wich this lecter , arrivid at Ifſedon two dayes after Arſa- 
comes, and found the King in troubles , and in paſſions which it would be impoſſible to 
deſcribe, He partly ſhew'd them by his uſage of my meſſenger , whom he cauled to be 
hang'd aſloon as he had read my letter. And not doubting but this laſt offence, and 
his cruell obſtinacy, would utterly take away that remainder of reſpe&t l yer bore toward 
him, he gave order to rayle men , and endeayour'd to gather fuch forces as might enable 
him to defend himſelf, He had receiv'd Arfacomes as his lonne , and after having com 
foited him tor the difgrace he had receiy'd , by all the ſweeteſt hopes he could polhibly 
oiye him, he had prelented him to the Princefle as her husband, and had given her no 
longer time to relolye wpon that marriage then rill he were perfe&tly recovered of his 
wounds which they hop'd he would be within. a very few dayes. - Let not thy Artaxer= 
xes think ({ayd heto her)to terrify me by the infidelity of my tubjects, the traytows that 
ſerye him ſhall periſh with him , and thou ſhallc ſee hisdeſtruRtion , as he ſhail ſee thy 
marriage. The torrowfull Princeſſe anſwered chole threatinings onely with her teares, 
and when ſhe was forced toreply. Iris not my defire , Sir, (fayd ſhe) that Arlaces 
ſhould return in armes , to take SatisfaQtion for the injuries you have done him ; and 
though 1 ſhould be freed by thole wayes I know well enough whar I owe to yM , never 
to giyc wy {elf to him without your conſent , but it ſhallneyer be with mine that Arla- 
comes ſhall be my husband , nor can you give me to him , without giving me to my 
graye, You are unworthy, (replyed the King) I fay you areunworthy of his conſtancy 
roward you, and if he were not blinded with afte&ion, for all you are a Kings Daughter, 
he would delpile you for your indilcreet , and obltinate fondnefſe of his riyall. If he 
were generous himlelt (added the Princefle) he would remember the fayour he received 
from his enemy , and would confider that it Arfaces his vertue, had not carryed it above 
his intereſts , and aboye his anger, he would have facrificed a life to tarall to his own, and 
alife which he before had ſay'd. She uled allmolt the ſame diſcourſes to Arlacomes, when 
he went about to entertaine her with his paſſion , and as confident as he was, ſhe ſome- 
times made him bluſh with reproach. In the meane time | was ignorant of my Meſſen- 
vers deſtiny, and had adyanced bur little toward the Town looking for his returne, bur 
1 expected it in yaine,and heard no newes of him but in che manner t am going to tell you, 
Having put my lite into the hands of theScythians,I rook bur little care what guaid was 
kept about my perſon, but they all of them took a great deale,and with an extreame affe- 
Qion teſtifyed how much they were concern'd in the fafery of it : yer one night when we 
. Were encamped by a wood fide , ſome five or 600 turlongs from the River Hypanis , the 
Soldiers that were upon the warch,did not ſo well performe what their Officers had giyen 
themin charge , but that a little before day, two men cutting the backſide of my tent, and 
eaily making a hole wide enough to affor'd them paſlage,came without difficulty into my 
chaber:By good chance, Iwas wont whilel lay in the field,to have candles alwayes burning 
by me,8 was by their light that thole fellowes having obſery'd all the parts of my cham - 
ber drew nere to my bedlide to execute their reſolution. They were beginning to pull open 
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my curtaines, when by ſome noiſe they made in that ation, I waken'd in a ſtart, and Pre 
ſently looking about , I ſpyed thoſe two men with their {words in their hands, in a po. 
ſture which made me ſufficiently know their wicked deſigne. A ſudden crye I gaye ar 
fight of thoſe yillaines , frighted them lo, that I had leiline to leape out of bed , yer ling 
me without armes they recoyered courage, and went to proſecute their intent of takin 
away my life; but I was allready gotten on the farre fide ot a table , which favy'd me from 
their firſt blowes, and had catch'd up a {word , wherew.th I thought I ſhould be able tg 
diſpute my life agamſt them ; nor was I deceiy'd in my belicte, tor withthe firftthruſt 
1 made , I ran itupto the hilts in the breaſt of him that was next me , and laid him dead 
at the feet of his companion, The other was lo terrytyed at that execution , that he [oft 
heart and ſeeking the hole he came in at, endeayour'd to haye fav'd himlelt by flight , bur 
I oppoſed his paſſage, and preſenting }:im the point of my (word, ſtay, milcreant ({aid ]) 
Ray, and fince thou haſt dar'd to venture upon lo great a deſigne; (ee if thou beelt able ro 
makean end of it. The cowardly wreich was quite daunted at theſe words , and throw- 
ing dowa his ſword , fell upon his knees before me. Ah. Sir (aid he) if you be that 
ercat, that generous Arſaces, whocan pardon as well as conquer, give me my life. Thou 
ſhalt have it, (faid I) chough thou haſt not deſery'd it , but tell me ———. 1 was going 
to proceed , when thole that lay nere my chamber , being waken'd with that noiſe, came 
running in one after another, and finding me with my ſword in my hand, a man upon his 
knees before me , and another breathing our his life with his bloud, which ran all about 
the floore ; they fell. into a great admiration; inſtantly they drew their {words , but I 
commanded them not to ſtirre, and having told them the truth of that adyenture in a few 
words, 1 examined the fellow in their preſence, He was fo frighted that he was hardly 
ableto open his mouth, bur after I had hearten'd him a little , by the promiſe of tys life, 
which I often repeated. Sir (ſaid he) I thinke the cauſe of this attempt is not unknown 
to you ; the King ſent us to have kill'd you , and beſides the five hundred talents he had 
ofiled to whoſoever ſhould bring your head , he gaind us by particular promiſes of an 
exceſſive recompence. 

Oroondates could not ſuffer Arſaces tocontinue his diſcourſe , without trembling for 
horrour not without deteſting the cruelty , and the abominable unworthynefle of the 
King his father, in yery reſenting words, which he would not have pur an end to of a 
great while, if Arlaces who defired to doe o to his lopg narration, had not taken him off 
to goe on With it on this manner, 
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Patoft E not afflifted Brother, at my recitall of th: Kings cruellty, but imploy that 
12): goodnefle which makes you tall chus into paſſion againſt him, to pardon the 
FD z things my reſentment rnade me undertake ; which certainly, how much ſo» 
FIZ ever 1 was concemn'd, and what indignityes ſocyer I had ſuffered, I ſhould 
neycr haye been oyercome to doe againſt a King that had given you your birth, it by all 
his ations he had not intereſſed you as the molt odious of all his enemyes, and had not 
endeayoured to blot out all the charaRers of that reſpect, which your treinds would haye 
payd him for your lake. 

The attempt of this aſſaſſinate,taught me nothing that 1 know not,or at leaſt doubted 
not beſwre; bur irmadethe haire Rand an end of all that heard it, whoſe number was fo 
encrealed, that they all ready fill'd my chamber. Theodates who lay in another hard 
by mine, was one of the firſt that came running thither, and after him, the noyle of this 
adyenture had drawa the principall Officers ofthe army. All began highly to abhorre 
the Kings proceeding , to terme him cruell, and ingratetall, and the wayes he took , un- 
worthy of a King, and unworthy of the old down right ſimplicity of the Scythians. Afeer 
that the tumult was appeaſed, I queſtioned the man, and asked him particular newes 
concerning the King, Berenice, Arſacomes, and the meſlenger I had ſent, He told me 
how my meſſenger had been hang'd, the things I have all ready related to you of Arta- 
comes and Berenice, and the Kings finall reſolution to force her tothat marriage, as ſoon 
as Arſacomes was quite recovered. 1 was much more ſenſible of this newes, then 1 had 
been of the defignes they had againſt my life, and I relolyed co oppole that violence, with 
all the powers Fortune had put into my hand, and in this determination turning toward 
my freinds, My deare Companions, (fayd I ) the King makes ule of all things for my 
dekruRtion and to he may but ruine me, hethinks not ſcorne to give himſelfoyer to all 
the moſt ſhameſull wayes that can be imagined; truely I cannot Þuc bluſh for him , 1e- 
membring how pallionately I have honoured him, and remembring that he is the father 
of my Princeſle, ard of my freind. In confideration of that remembrance I would paſle 
over all the injuryes he does me, it his crucltyes were directed to me alone, and perchance 
I ſhould be Maſier enough of my anger, but I cannot be lo of my Love. 1 torgive the 
King all the attempts he ha's made againſt my life; bur if I may be afſured of your good 
wills ro the utmolt, 1 will not ſuffer him to execute the refolution he ha's taken to lacri- 

fice Berenice to the hatred he beares me, and (contrary to all diyiac,and humane Lawes,) 
to force a tree-born Princeſſe, and a Princeſle conſiderable enough to be ſecure trom all 
manner of violence, Wee'l ſerve you (replyed thoſe generous freinds) what deſigne 
loeyer you can have, and except Oroondates our naturall Prince, wee will acknowledge 
no body, when your intereſts comein queſtion. Carry the King this newes (fayd I tur- 
ding towards that fellow) and cell him he ſhall ſhortly hayea gallanter way to kill me, 
then this he imployed you in. He ſhall ſee me before his walles, at the head of this ſame 
army,wherewith I conquered his encmyes, and he may procure my death by open warre, 
with lefle diſhonour then by the hands of Murtherers. Tell Arſacomes that if I had 
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leaſe I could have hindred his martiage, that I'le have another encounter with him 
tor that life, which he abuſes after haying recciy'd it from me , and that fo long as I am 
in the world, he ha's little reaſon to hope he ſhall poſleſſe Berenice ; and if thou art fo 
happy as to ſee that Princeſle, and faithfull enough to diſcharge a meſlage to her, fa 
that the reſpe 1 owe her, cannot hinder me from oppoſing the tyranny of her father by 
the way ts. and that a whole army of valliant mea will periſh with me for her 
quarrell, or reſtore her that liberty, whereof ſhe ha's been unworthyly depriv'd. Aﬀer 
thele words, I ſent back that man, giving him a conyoy to carry him late a good wa 
from the Campe, though all they that were with me, urg'd very ernelily to haye him 
led to the gallowes. Within two or three hours after 1 made the army diſencampe, and 
when I had told my freinds my laft intention, wee march'd direStly toward if{ledon 
without conſidering any longer. Weliy'd upon the Kings Countrey, juſt as wee had 
done when wee march'd there for his teryice, and when the Townes that were in our 
way, ſent out towards us tolearne, what they ſhould feare, or what they ſhould hope, 
I declared that 1 was not their enemy, that I demaunded no: hing bur free paſlage, and 
lome {mall ſubfiſtance that my Soldiers might live whom I had not meanes to pay, and 
that if they would graunt it me, 1 would ule them as my friends, and as my brothers, By 
this way wee gain'd part of them, and all the open country, which being too weakto 
oppoſe us, chole much rather to contribute toward the maintenance of the army, then 
draw the power of it againſt it ſelf, *T'was by this order wee ſubfilted, and after wee 
had furniſhed our ſelyes with thoſe things that were molt neceſſary for us, wee proſe- 
cured our courle, and arrived without any conſiderable obſtacle within a dayes march of 
Ifledon; what doc I ſay, within a dayes march? rather within fight of the very walles, 
and certaine Scours whom the Kiog had ſent out to difcouer, and who hardly Rayd for 
ours, ao ſooner ſaw themlelyes charged, bur they left the field, and fought their fak 
behind their ramparts. I in many occaſions had knowa the ſtiength of the King of 
Scythia, bur at that time I admired at his weakneſſe and not confidering that his choller 
having blinded him, had taken away the greatelt part of that care, he ought to haye had 
for his defence, 1 thought the Gods, whom his lalt actions had exaſperated againlt him, 
had contributed to his weakneſle, and had vppoled the leayying of t.is Troupes, fince he 
had none to forme a body of an army able to keep the field againſt us, and that he was 
conſirain'd at our approach, to ſhut them up witkin his wailes. True it is that he was 
ſurpriſed by our ſudden coming, and that in the little time wee gave him, the leauyes he 
had ſent to make in the Proyiaces, could not be got ready to doe him leryice, He 
thought neverthelefſe, that he might well enough (tay for them, and that the Towne 
being ſtreng:hend as it was witha great number of Soldiers, might endure a fiege long 
enough to afford them leylure to get on foot, and to adyance to his reliefs. He allo 
doubted whither 1 would adyenture to befiege him, and though after the things I had 
done for his ſervice, he had no reaton to delpile me, yet could he not feare a man oyer 
whom he had formerly had lo great a power,a man that commanded none but Troupes 
compoſed of his owne ſubjets, and a man that had no other foundation inthe world, 
then that of ſome reyolted forces; or to lay better he knew that he hald the berter part of 
me in his cuſtody, and that being Maſter of Berenice, he had the power in his hand, to 
make me ſtoop to what conditions foeyer he would impole. Howevyer it were, wee 
without receiving any hindrance encamp'd withir. 6ght of the Citty walles, and though, 
according to the uſuall cuſtome, our army was not [t:ong enough to undertake a fiege of 
that importance in the heart of the Kingdome, I paſſed over that conſideration, and be- 
leiv'd 1 might make uſe of the dilorder the King was in to labour for the liberty of Bere- 
nice. The next day he made cight hundred hore Sally forth upon us, under the com- 
mand of Prince Carthafi's his Brother. They broake through the firſt of ours veiy vi- 
gorouſly, and adyanc'd with a great deale of -courage toward the reft, when Icamein 
to their relicte with thoſe men that happen'd co be on hors-backe with me, and our 
number encreafing in a little time , we gave them lo {mart a chat ge, that after a light re- 
fiſtance, they ruracd their backes, and their teare redoubling at the name of Arſaces 
which our Soldiers repeated every moment, they forlooke their commaunder, which a 
very few that fiucke to him, inthe middle of one of our ſquadrons, were but for my ar- 
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ciyall he had been in a great deale of danger. Thoſe that had ſtayd with Prince Carthaſis, 
having often nam'd him ,to moye our men to lome reſpeR of his perſon , I caſt my eyes 
upon him as I came in, and haying known him by ſeverall markes, I commanded all 
thoſe that had incompaſſed him to retire, and putting up the beayer of my Helmet, I 
made my (elf known to the Prince, and drawing nere to him with a countenance which 
had nothing in it of an enemy. Ah! Sir, (layd I) is it poſſible that you ſhould labour 
your ſelf for theruine of Artaces who ha's ſo much honour'd you ? Carthaſis diſcoyer'd 
his face by my example, and looking upon me with an a&ion as obliging as mine. I ne- 
ver will labour (antwer'd he) tor the ruine of Prince Artaxerxes, but he knowes well 
enough that I cannot diſobey the king's orders, nor refuſe the imployments he giyes me 
with honour. 1 found that in ſpeaking thoſe words, he was faine to force himſelf before 
thoſe that were with him ; and not being willing to render him ſuſpeRed by my endear- 
ments 1 forbore them for the ſame confideration. I am your priloner (added he) but 
1 hope you will giveme faire quarter, and my captivity will be tupportable, being tallen 
into the hands ot lo Generous an enemy as the yalliant Arlaces, Y ou ſhall not onely be 
free (replyed 1) but you ſhall eyer be maſter inall places where I have any power, and I 
would oppoſe your returne, toentreat you to command here among us, it | did not know 
you would reect that offer, I will not engage you in a conyerlation that might make the 
King your brother jealous of you, but will content my ſelf with conduCting you to your 
gates, tO repay you a part of what I receiy'd of Prince Qroondates at our firl encounter. 
Carthafis would not have yeilded to that ciyility, and eyen refuſed the liberty I offred 
him, but he was not the Rrongeſt amongſt us,and ſo was faine at laſt co ſubmit to the law 
we had impoſed. Allthough I was not ignorant of the particular obligations Thad to 
him, I thought fit onely to make him judge by my ations that I was not ingratefull for 
them, & not to mention them before thote that were with him, who perchance might 
haye made reports of it, that would haye been diſaduantageousto him, Before we par- 
ted, after he had hearkend atrenciuely to the complaints I madeto him ofthe King,I con- 
feſſe (fayd he) you have molt jult occaſion torelent his aCtions, and that he carryes him- 
elf yery ingratefully,and very cruelly toward you; but in fine,what is your intention, doe 
you meane to uncrowne Berenice's father, and will you kill the ſubjeAs, and poſlefle 
your ſelf of thoſe Dominions which ought to be the inheritance of Prince Oroondates ? 
No, (replycd 1) the intereſts of Berenjce and Oroondates, ſhall eyer be inſeparable from 
mine owne, and though I were exculable enough, it I ſhould make my ſelf ſome repara= 
tioa for the injuryes 1 haye receiyed from a Prince who declares himleli their enemy, and 
not their father; I haye not the leaſt thought of ſuch a purpoſe, on the contrary 1 much 
rather beleeye I ſecure theſe Dominionsto Oroondates , which Arſacomes , and Strato= 
nice would ſupplant him of, and in ſhort, my utmoſt reſolution, is that of procuring Be- 
renice's liberty. I onely demaund that ſhe be not forc'd to take a husband unworthy 
of her, and to let you {ce this is no falſe pretence, wherewith I would coyer my refent- 
ments, I'le lay down my armes , if you'l but paſſe your word for the King, that Berenice 
ſhall be free in her owne intentions. I will not give you my word for any thing (anſwered 
the Prince) which I am not able to make good : but 1 promiſe you I will imploy all the 
power I haye with the King to work him to ir, and that within three dayes, Vle let you 
know his finall derermination. You doe me a fayour (fayd 1) which I durſt not have 
demanded of you, and fince after the deſtiny of my laft meſſenger, 1 had no way left me 
tolearne the Kings reſolutions, I accept the offer you are pleated to make me, and con- 
Jure you to remember it. After ſome other words wee parted, and haying brought him 
within a bow ſhoot of the gate, I retired to our tents. 

The opinion of my molt paffionate freinds, was that Tought no longer to ſpare the 
King, who labourd for my deftruion ſo many wayes, and who, if I gaye him the lea- 
lure, would make ſome or other of his enterpriſes rake effe& z but I gaye no eare to their 
adyice, and reſoly'd not to come toextreamityes, till the extreamity of my affaires. For 
this purpole, 1 made our Troupes lye fill, and ſuffered them nor to doe any at of hoſti- 
lity againſt their country=men,proteRing the goods, and houſes, which the inhabitants of 
Ifledon had withoutthe Town, and not permitting the leaft hurt ro be done, to any thing 
that belong'd to them, I alſo ſer forth Manifeſts whereby Ideclar'd , that I was not their 
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enemy; that it wasno intent to hurt them had made me take up armes, and that by all 
my x Toy 1 would let them ſee 1 had loſt nothing of that afteRion I had borne them, 
that I oely demanded of them the liberty of their Princeſle , and that I conjur'd them 
not to ſuffer the Daughter of their Soyeraigne, and the Silter of Prince Oroondates to 
be fore'd for a man unworthy of her, and a man who in all the fayour, and authority he 
had enjoy'd, had neyer giyen them any teftimonyes of affetion. Tothele words, 1'ad- 
ded many others able to juſtify my intentions toward them, and to make ſome jmpref. 
fion in their minds, and in the meane time I expeRed the pertormance of Prince Cartha. 
ſis his promiſe, and begg'd erneſtly of the Gods in ſome degree to appeale the Kings 
anger, and to giye us ſome meanes to ayoy'dthoſe mis-fortunes, whereinto his cruell 
obſtinacy was going to pricipitate us. The three dayes within which the Prince had 
promiſed I ſhould hear from him were allready paſt, as allo part of the night that follg.. 
wed them, and I began tocomplaine of his breach of word, when a little betore day, 

brought a man into my tent, who preſently made himſelf known to me for one of his 
ſeryants. Carthaſis had taken care himſelt to get him ou of the gates by his authority, 
for feare he ſhould haye been ſearch'd, and the letters taken which he had about him, 
Aſoone as he was come in he delivered them to me, and having open'd them with great 
impatiency, I read theſe words in the firſt, 


Prince Carthaſis, 
To Prince Arſaces. 


Sir, 1 have forgotten nothing, that I owe unto your freindſhip, and tothe remembrance 
of your firſt , and laſt obligations ; but my moſt ſenſible griefe , is that I have had tolittle 
credit with the King. as not to be able to ſhakg the leaſt of his reſolutions: all that endea- 
vour to diſſmade him from them , paſſe in his opinion for his enemies , and [wanted but 
very little of being = ints that number. In fine , he will have Berenice marry Arſar 
mes , and though that Princeſſe tells hins, ſhee ſhall meet her funerall in that marruge, 
ſhe ha's no longer delay graumed hey then the remainder of this night and the day fall 
wing is deſtmn'd without faile for thoſe unjuſt and cruell Nuptialls ; "tis with an extreame 
ſorrow 1 ſend you ſuch unwelcome newes ; think of the meanes you have to prevent it, and 
never doubt of my fidelity , ſince you are too generous , to deſire any proofes of it that are 
contrary to vertue. 

I was ſo exceedingly tranſported at the reading of this letter , that if I had not hop'd 
the other was from my Princeſle , I ſhould neyer haye had the patience tolook uponir; 
and icarce was I able , in the rage that blinded me , to know her lovely CharaRers; 
did I caft my eyes upon them , after I had kits'd them , and with inward motions that 
were alltogether extraordinary, I read theſe words. 


The Princeſle Berenice 
ToPrince Arſaces. 


The houre of my death is nere, my deare Arſaces, and to morrow muſt be the day of 
my fwnerall. I write theſe words , not ſo much to tell you this ill newes , as to proteſt to 
you, that I will perſevere to my very grave in my firft reſolution. Take comfort in a miſ- 
fortune you camot divert , and be at leaſt aſſured , that if Berenice cannot be yours , yu 
ſhall never kave the diſcontent to ſee her live with eArſacomes. 

It is moſt certaine that if my anger had not firengrhen'd me, I ſhould have fallen into 
dangerous faintings at the ſorrowtull reading of this letter, and all the ſenfibleneſle I had 
ever ſhored in my moſt cruell aflitions , was a matter of nothing in compariſon of this 
laſt; and indeed I had neyer been ſoneare to my deſtruQion, nor had I eyer had fo great 
reaſon to feare my utmolt mis-forrunes, They that ſaw me then , faid I was fo chang'd 
that it was not poſſible to know me, and that 1 did aRions lo different from my ordinary 
carriage, as nothing but by rage alone, could have madeexcuſable, How (cryed 1 with 
a furious ation) ſhall I liye , and ſhall Berenice be in the armes of Arſacomes ? ſhall 1 
and idle at the head of ewenty thouſand men , while my life is {acrific'd within = 
Wars; 
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walls; and breifly ſhall I ſuffer my adored Princefle to be violently taken from me, and 
that unworthy rivall to Triumph over my happyneſle, and over my reputation ? Ah! 
no Arſacomes, thou ſhallt not ſo eafily effc& ſo high an enterpriſe, I canteare away that 
life, for all thele ramparts, which I could have taken from thee at the the head of thy 
Army ; and this nupriall torch, ſhall without doubt be that which mult light thee to thy 
buriall. No, King of Scythia, thou ſhalt not have the SatisfaRtion,to have lo cruelly made 
an end of the remnants of miſerable Darius , and that which thou haſt not been ableto 
doe by poilon, by the weapons of thy guards, and by the ſwords of thy aflaſſinates, ſhall 
not be executed by the violence thou ulelt againſt Berenice. No, my deare Princeſſe 1'le 
not abandon you in the extreamity you are brought to for happy Arſaces ; I ſay happy, 
fince they that thinke they labour for his ruine , labour for his glory, and tor his fortune, 
and that the conſtancy you ſhow in his favour, is a thouſand times more deare to him, 
then all the miſchiefes which his enemyes prepare him can be terrible. Feare nothing, 
yertuous Princefſe, while Arſaces is a live , and beleive there are no walls fo ſtrong, ag co 
keepe a deſperate loyer from coming to you. While I was ſpeaking theſe words, my 
tent fill'd with a good number of my chiefeſt friends , and of the principall Officers of 
the Army , whom deſire of hearing the newes I had receiy'd , and that of the aflition 
I expreſs'd brought thither. The hght of them comforted me yery much , andnot being 
willing longer to deferre demanding the laſt effeR of their good will. Now it is (laid 1) 
my brave , and generous freinds , that Arſaces challenges the accompliſhment of your 
romiles ; he ha's but a minute more to live , unleſſe his life be prolong'd by you aſſ1» 
Rance. All that you haye done for me hither to , is but a preparatiye to what I deſire of 
you to day ; and that which I defire of you to day is of ſuch infinite conſequence , that if 
you will ſuffer me to caſt my elf at your feet and embrace your knees to obtaine it , you 
ſhall ſee me abaſe my elf to all manner of ſubmiſſions to worke upon you. Behold, 
(faid I, ſhewing them the lerters I had received, which Theodartes began to reada loud) 
behold to what eſtate my affaires are reduc'd , and how much time I have left to make 
uſe of your freindſhip. You know I have defer'd it as long as poſſibly 1 could, and that 
eyen contrary to your own counſell, I haye conſery'd a reipe& toward the King of 
Scythia,for the loſe whereof his cruelty would haye diſpenc'd withme ſnfficiently. How 
all conſiderations are quench'd in the deſpaire into which he ha's throwne me , and being 
no longer in a condition to haye any of my own fafery , I mult at leagth caſt away al 
thoſe . hayetill nowimprudently with held mee.I would haye faid more it that com- 
pany of generous men had tuffered me, and if they had not unterrupted me alrogether, 
crying that I ſhould lead them whither I would , and that I ſhould preſently declare 
what 1 intended, with a perfe&t aflurance that it ſhould be excecuted, or that they would 
all periſh to the very laſt man, When 1 ſaw them in that courageous reſolution; M 
deare freinds , (laid 1) fince you will haye me uſe that terme , to day I will aſſault this 
Town, not that I defire the ruine ofit, or that I would ſhed the bloud of your country 
men, and of a people to which 1 neither can nor will beare a hatred , but 1 will this day 
ull Berenice by meere force out ofthe hands of a cruell father , and of an unworthy hus- 
_ »to whom they have deſtin'd her, For this purpoſe : I my ſelf will fall on with 
threethouſand men, at this next gate, and having open'd our affige by the violence of 
our Rammes, I hope 1 ſhall make my way to the Palace for the execution of my enter- 
priſe, To make it the more feifable you my Gallant freinds , muſt begin the ſtorme in 
three other places , which ſhall be afſign'd ro three amongſt you. You ſhall adyance 
with your Rammes, and preſent your ladders ; but being I defire your aſſault ſhould 
onely ſerye to make a diyerſion , and to draw the refiftancethither , to the end I may 
find the more facility on the other fide , you ſhall not need to proſecute your attempc 
more obſtinately then neceſſity will require toamaſe the enemy , not defiring (as I haye 
told you) to expole this Citty , Whete I havye a great many yery deare freinds, tothe ut- 
md calamityes and mis-fortunes which uſually accompany the taking of places by 
force. Goe therefore , if you pleaſe, to prepare, and pur all things inthe readynefle that 
will þe needfull for this defigne, but I conjure you ler it be done with all the haft that can 
be poſſible and fince *tis upon it alone my fe depends , as you deſire the Gods ſhould 
fayour you take ſome care for the fafety ot him , whom you haye judg'd worthy of your 
Ecccece freindſhip. 


CSI 
—CC— 


4 CASSANDRA. Parrllll. 


freindſhip. Leotaris with two thouſand men ſhall atracque the Gate of the 1iſedons; 
Cleoreſtes with a like number that of Serey , Mazentes that of Mars, and Prince Theo- 
dates, it he pleaſe , ſhall Ray at the head of our maine botly , which he ſhall draw up into 
Battalia , and keepe in a readinefſe to reinforce the aſſault where there ſhall be nced of 
his affiſtance. Although this reſolution proceeded from my deſpaire yet neveitheleſſe 
it was approv'd, and all theſe yalliant men, 'ran to execute the orders 1 had given them, 
with ſo much affection that I concciy'd a marveilous hope of the ſucceſle of my enter. 
priſe. I will not detaine you longer in the recitall of our preparations,nor with that of the 
thoughts wherewith I was then tormented ; to be briefe within two houres after the Sun 
was up , all the engines for Battery were ready, and all the ſquadrons prepared to march 
againſtthe Town. They drew nereto it in a gallant order, and diyided themſelyes accor- 
ding to the quarters that were afſign'd them. They that ſaw them appeare from the to 
ofthe walls , trembled at that obye&t , and the King himſelf who was told of it , judg'd 
quickly he ſhould haye other imployments that day then that of the niarriage for which 
he od. appointedit, Thethree Commanders having taken the wayes to their ſeyerall 
places fell on at the firſt entrenchments of theTown,and though they tound them guarded 
with ſome tnen.they aſſaulted them ſo yigorouſly,that after a faint reſiſtance , and a yery 
{mall loſſe, they made themſelyes Maſters of them; and coming up to the moate , began 
at the mercy of a ſhowre of arrowes that pour'd. upon them , to calt 1n bavin's, andto 
endeavour to fill it up with an admirable retolution. They had been fighting above half 
an hower , and the greateſt part ofthe Garriſon was run to the defence of thoſe ports; 
when I atthe head ot my Battalion, making thoſe that had the condutt of the engines to 
adyance , ſet forward with a wondrous confidence , drawn from the lookes of thole that 
accompanyed me, in which I read an unalterable reſolution to conquer, or elſe to dye tor 
my intereſts, 1 confirm'd them in that generous defigne, by all the words my paſſion 
could put into T mouth, and finding them as forward as my lelfe , we ad yanc'd toward 
the gate, ina faſhion that frozethe tearctull hearts of thoſe that were there to defend it, 
I had choſen that Port as moſt conyenient for my defigne , and though it was fortifyed 
with ſome workes that were reaſonable good , it was yet the weakelt of any about the 
Town, becaule of the excefſive hardnefle ot a rocke in that place, into which it was ime 
ible to cut a moate. Wherefore after being Maſters of the outworkes , one might ea- 
fily march on horsback to the yery Kate, there being nothing to oppole the paſſage of the 
Rammes, nor ofthe Cavalry, I inſtantly ſummond the outworkes by a Trumpet , and 
having let them know it was Arſaces that aſſaulted. them in perlon , my good fortune 
had made that name fo terrible , that nothing bur their feare of the King , kept them in 
any manner of defence, Bur ſcarce had they {cene mea light, with a good part of my men, 
to adyance with our ſwords toward their entrenchments , when after having ſhot , a few 
arrowes , Which hardly wounded any of our men , they retired in diſorder toward the 
gate. There they made ſome flight refiltance , but when they ſaw us get on horsback 
againe to fall upon ther, and that in ted of making our Ratnmes adyance, wee prepar'd 
our ſelves tobreake into the Town along with them , they quitted the gates and haying 


" ſhut them, left us free accefſe , without any other hindrance then that of their arrowes 


which play'd upon us from the topof the wall. They ſhot fo great a number of them, 
that our approach was yery difficult , and dangerous, but 1 gaye order to our Archers to 
aime at thole that appear'd upon the battlemems , and at the ſame time covering our 
ſelyes with our ſhields , we drove our Rammes yery impetuouſly againſt the gate. A 
great many of our men fell in this affault , I had two horles kill'd uader me , and moſt of 
thole that made the Rammes play, whereof diyers were without armes , loſt cheir liyesin 
that ſeryice. Yet thoſe that remain'd, perliſted to firmely in their office, and I encourag'd 
them ſo well keeping fill at the head of them , thar in ſpite of all reſiſtance, they came up 
to the Gates , battred them in pieces, and open'd us as large a paſſage as we could defue. 
Then did 1 get againe on benkocks the fourth time , and a on with my ſword in 
my hand into the middle of thoſe that defended the entrance , in which aCtion 1 was lo 
brayely ſeconded, that within a ſhort time, part of my enemyes being ſlaine , and the reſt 
pur to flight , I had free way into the fireets , and began to enter them with f&ility 
enough. Some Soldiers that were eyther obflinate , or interefſed in Arlacomes his 
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rty , found their death inthe point of our weapons ; but aſſone as ever I believ'd m 
jelf Maſter , 1 by a Trumpet commanded the inhabitants to retire into their houſes , pro- 
miſing they ſhould receive no hurt either in their goods or perſons; and at the ſame time 

aye order from on to another through all the Squadron that followed me , that none 
ſhould dare to kill either Cittizens or Soldiers , except thoſe who by their willfull ref. 
ſtance drew their death upon themſelyes.By this command 1 fay'd the lives of many thou- 
lands , who would have loſt them ia the firſt fury of our Soldiers » but yetthe Town was 
in a generall conſternation , and notwithſtanding all the endeayours that were uſed to 
beget an aſſurance in the inhabitants , there was no poſſiblity to hinder the confuled noiſe 
that was heard on all fides , nor the cryes of the women and children , whichreſounded 
eyery Where in a yery lamentable manner. The King who from one to another had heard 
that I was Maſter of the Towa , ſtrucken with a mortall griefe, and fancying the miſ- 
chief to be greater then it was , becauſe he was conſcious he had given me reaton enough 
to caſt away all conſideration of him , had left thoſe places whether the noiſe of the firſt 
aſſaults had drawn him, and being follow'd by Arſacomes, Prince Catthafis, and many 
of his men, had reſoly'd to dye fighting ,and not ſuruive the ſhame , which a ſtranger, 
alone , and abondoned made him ſuffer in the middle of his Dominions. While he was 
coming toward me , I was advanc'd as farre as the Palace, where I heard he had left the 
Princefſe guarded, and haying open'd my way with my (word, through them that trove 
toſtop it, 1 was got at laſt tothe gates thereot) and ſeing them defended by a greatnum- 
ber of Soldiers , I flewin among(t them , and made my paſſage free , by the death of 
thoſe that would have hindred it. When once I had entred the Court I a lighted , and 
haying commanded as many of thoſe that were with meas I had need of, to doe the 
like, 1 left the reſt at the gate, with orders to ſtay there till my rerurne , and went up the 
ſaires with my {word in my hand, my armes belmear'd with bloud in many places, and 
in a poſture that ſirucke feare into all that were in my way, I met noobſiacle till I came 
to the Princeſſes Lodgings , where they the = had left to guard her , hoping for no 
ardon from him if they abandoned her, perſiſted in a reſiſtance which was fatall to them, 
and which made the greatelt part ofthem fall at the dores which they defended. Ar laſt 
chat of my Princeſſe's chamber was open to me, and afſoon as I had ſet my toot within 
it , I ſaw her in a comer of the roome , as much affcighted as if our defigne had been a- 
ainſt her very life. True it is that ſuch a ſpectacle, the fight that had beene at her cham- 
doore,the bloud whereof ran all about, and the fight of a great many dead, and dying 
Soldiers, were ſufficient to beget a feare in her , neither did 1 thinke it any thing ſtrange, 
but judging that I had no time to looſe in words , I onely faid. Madame , you are free, 
nor ſhall this be the day that you ſhall marry Arſacomes. After theſe words , to which 
1 neither receiy'd , nor expected any anſwer , I rooke her in my armes fainting , and all- 
moſt in a Swowne , and commanded Criton to doe the like to Cyllenia , then going our 
againe with that precious burthen , and no longer finding any hindrance that could retard 
me, I went down into the Court , the fame way that 1 came up. In the meane time the 
Princeſſe's ſpirits were ab _ gone, which I not P_ put her into the armes of 
one of my men , while I got on horsbacke , and receiy'd her trom him againe , without 
obſerving it , ſo much was I tranſported in the condition 1 then ſaw my elf, and fo ex- 
treamely taken up with the thought of what I had yet to doe. Scarce was I out of the 
Palace gate , when I faw the King coming accompanyed by Prince Carthaſi's , Arſa- 
comes, and wany others , but their number was little able to diſpute the victory againſt 
me, He had no ſooner known me , and feene the Princefle his daughter in my aries 
but advancing before all his men, after he had often call'd mee traytour, hedarted a Jave= 
line at me which he held in his right hand, and which cam? whizzing over my ſhoulder. 
I trembled for feare of Berenice ; but that was not able to make me looſe the reſpeR 
I bore to the Kings perſon , wherefore having given my men a command onely to defend 
themlelyes , and to make the recreate after me ; King of Scythia (cryed I) Iwillneither 
haye thy life , nor thy Citty, but leave them both for my Princeſſe. Arſacomes may live 
alſo, fince I cannot give hin his death without adyantage , but he ſhall live without Be 
renice. Art thele words , calling to thoſe of my party to open and give me paſſage, I pur 
or my horſe in the midd'lt of them, covering my Princefſe with my ſhield, and crying to 
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my men to follow me, fince I had gotten what I defired. I returned to the gate by which 
I came in, without any other difficulty except the crow'd of my owa Scldiers. They all 
followed me out, and whither it were thac they were glad to receive the command of 
ſparing their country-men, or that really they Lore that reſpect to me , I could not have 
wiſh'd a more exact obedience then they ſhow'd in that encounter, 1 was out of the 
gates, and retiring toward our campe with a Satisfaction which you may better ima vine 
then I expreſle , when 1 perceiy'd that my Princefic was in a SWOWN, The knowledge 
thereof did extreamely moderate my joy, ard though I very well judg'd that it was bur 
a faintneſſe cauſed by her feare, out of which ſhe would eafily come to her ſelfagaine, 
and that thereby I gain'd the liberty to ſteale fayours that had neyer been graunted me, 
et could I not ſee her in that condition, without falling into a mortall Sorrow, and I rode 
Lack to my tents with a countenance which did bur little teſtify the fortunate luccefſe of 
my enterpriſe. In the meane time I had (cnt to Leotaris, and the other Commandets, to 
draw off from their aſſaults , and within a little while the Town was left free , and in the 
ſame condition it had been the day before. Afſoonas I was come into my tent , and had 
laid my Princefſe upon a bed , 1 caſt cold water often upon her face , {ent for Phyſitians, 
and all perſons that were able to give her any helpe , bur their afſiftance was not necets 
fary, for either the water or time brought her to her felt againe, No looner did ſhe open 
her eyes , but ſhee ſaw me by her upon my knees , haying my lippes faſt cimented to one 
of her faire hands.She look'd a while about the chamber, and pretently after, having turn'd 
her eyes upon my face, upon Theodates, and upon Cyllenia who (tood by her, ſhee knew 
thetruth of that adyenture , and ficting up , after ſhe had pull'd away her hand from be- 
rweene mine , Arſaces , (aid ſhe) what have you done ? I haye done what you haye 
reaſon to expe from my affection ( anſwered I ) and I have drawne you out of the 
armes of that unworthy husband they intended you. Yes (faid Berenice) but you have 
alſo pull'd me out of my fathers. The Princefle had no looner ſpoken theſe words, but 
a chillnefſe ran through all my Veines , and my aſtoniſhment was fo great, thatnot 
being able to make any reply , I onely fix'd my eyes upon her face. All they that were 
in the rooime obſerved my confuſion , and the Princefſe making ule of my filencetopro- 
ceed: Arſaces (continued ſhe) fince you have fatisty'd your Love , fatisfie my Honous 
allo ; I am not offended at your aCtion , bur if you have loy'd me, I belecch you inthe 
name of all the Gods , to reftore me my liberty. 1t her firſt words had aſtoniſhed me, 
theſe laſt pierc'd my very heart , and giving me that ſence againe , which her former ones 
had taken from me , they likewiſe gaye me the firength to expreſſe it. How, Madame 
(faid I) do you demand your liberty of me, and are not you free, are not you Soyeraigne 
amongſt us,whereas before you were 2 Captive , and a priſoner in that place from whence 
I have delivei'd you ? *Tis true (added the Princefle) I wasa captiye, and I was un- 
fortunate , but that captivity , and thoſe mis-fortunes , were berter becoming , and more 
adyantageous to Bercnice , then this liberty you have reitor'd her , or this Empire you 
have given her over you , and if you will haye me make any ule of it , it ſhall onely beto 
conjure you to ſend me backe to the King my father. This dilcourle abſolutely kill'd 
me, or at leaft it lefr me a life much worle then death it ſelf, and gave me a defire to put 
an end to'c before the eyes of that cruell Princefſe. what Madame, (reply'd I quitetran(- 
ported) would you haye me ſend you backe tothe Kirg, and put ycu againeinto the 
power of that Arſacomes , to whom you had fo great an aver{ion , and who this day 
ſhould haye been your husband ? ha's halt a day becn able to make (> great a changein 
your mind , and do you now reje& Arlaces to prefer that Arlacomes , whom yelter-day 
you hated worſe then death? Atlaces , (antwered the Princeſſe, with a more relolure 
yoice then before) never was more deareto me , and Arlacomes never mote odiousthen 
at this preſent ;and it you-well remember the hopes I have giyen you . cannot accule me 
of a change , which neither half a day , no ror my whole lite ever made mc capable of. 
I promiſed you I would never loye any body bur your ſelf, I promiſed you that 1 would 
marry death rather then Arlacomes , but I never made you hope , cither by my diicour* 
ſes, or by my actions , that I would fly from my fathers armes to follow you , and that 
I would licence my elf in fayour of you , to doe ſhamefull aQtions , and ſuch as areun- 
worthy of a Princeſle, I neyer demanded any proofes of your affeRion (incerrvpred 1 ) 
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whichthe ſtriQeſt ſeyerity could condemne ; but what other remedy could I apply to ſo 
fling an extreamity, and what meanes had you to ayvoyd that mis-fortune, which you 
our ſelf had given me notice of ? Death (replyed the Princefſe) which ſhall eyer bee 
{le cruell ro me, then the ſhame you have prepar'd me,and though I gave you notice of 
my mis-fortune , I did not demand remedyes of you which you could not give me 
without ruining me. I onely proteſted to you that I would never be bur yours , and that 
promiſe ſhall be inviolably performed. And which way doe you keepe that promiſe 
(aid Iquite tranſported) if you command me to reſtore you to Arſacomes ? you ſhall 
not reſtore me to Arlacomes, ( added the Princefſe) bur onely to the King my father, 
whom my honour ſuffers me not to forſake withour his conſent , and if the King give me 
to Arlacomes , I by my deathcan oppoſe his tyranny without offending my reputation, 
Ah ! Madame (cry'd 1 ſtepping back a little and lifuing up my hands, and eycs to hea« 
yen) I had rather leaye you to Arſacomes , then leaye you unto death , and if one of ug 
mult dye , *cis onely this forſaken Arſaces , this Arſaces whono way but by dying, can 
juſlifye the cowardile that will refle& upon him for quitting you to his rivall, Yes Ma- 
dame , I am ready to give you the cruell proofes of my ſubmiflion which you demand, 
and if you yer defire any others, you ſhall iec me run to them with the ſame reſignation, 
Lets begone from this place which is more odiousto us both then the priſon from whence 
Ideliver'd you , lets begone from this place , fo fatall to your reputation , and ſince you 
figd ſo much ſhame, and ſo much mis-tortune in the company of Arlaces , let's go againe 
tothe king of Scythia ,let's goe and receive Arlacomes , L am ready to ſacrifice my inte= 
reſis, to ſacrifice my life to the glory of chat rivall , that I may ſerye Berenice to tac ut- 
moſt, as ungratefull zand as much chang'd as ſhee is, and it ſhall neyer be reproach'd to 
me that cither her ingratitude , or her change, diſpenc'd me from the obedience 1 owe her, 
With theſe words; 1 commanded a chariot to be made ready; but though my grief or ra- 
ther my deſpaire was viſible in my face , and that my Princeſle was deeply touch'd with 
it , yet was ſhe not ſhaken in her reſolution ; onely ſhe ler me lee by her teares , that it 
was not without ſorrow ſhe parted from me, and haying look'd upon me a while withour 
ſpeaking; Y ou are ungratefull your ſelf ( fayd ſhe ) to acculc her of ingratitude, and of 
change , who for all you are fo great , for all you are {o worthy to be loy'd , loyes you 
better then ſhe ought , ſince ſhee loyes you better then her quiet , and better then her liſe. 
The cyent perhaps will make my intentions better known to you then they are, and you 
without doubt will learne , that though I prefer my duty before your Satisfation. I'le 
preferre my grave betore any man in the world except Arſaces. In another ſeaſon ths 
diſcourſe would have been {ufficient to content me , but in the prefling extreamity , I 
was then reduc'd to , there was little probability I could be fatisfyed with words ; 
neither did 1 forbeare to tellify enough by my aQtions how little effe& they had 
wrought upon me , and how firme a conſtancy fo ever I affeed , to ſhow herto my 
lateſt endthat I made no difficulty to obey her , I could not be Malter of thoſe ime» 
peruous motions that droye me head long into rage, and not being willing to ſay any 
more to Berenice , that could make her beleeye 1 wayer'd in theexecution of her com= 
mands , I turned toward Theodates , and thoſe Gallant men that had ſeconded me 
ſo bravely. Ah ! my generous Companions (faid I with teares in my eyes) how un- 
profitably have I employ'd your yalour , and how yainly haye I engag'd you , to 
ſhed the blood of your country-men , and your own ! you out of your extraordinary ge- 
reroſity , have link'd your ſelves to the intereſts of a poore (tranger ; you have march'd 
cheertully againſt your King for the eltabliſhment of my repole and of my fortune ; you 
have lecne the walles of the Metropolis of Scythia, nay you haye made your ſelyes Maſ- 
ters in a few moments , of a Citty , the taking whereof by men leffe yaliant would haye 
requir'd whole yeares, and briefly by the effe&ts of a prodigious courage, you haye giyen 
me this Princefle, for whoſe fake alone I had accepted your aſlittance; Fo O Gods, how 
little doc I profhic by all you haye done for me , and how cruell, how fatall will the fruit 
of your yiRtory be to me ; ah! how mach more happy had 1 been to havefallen by the 
{word of Arſacomes, or to haye loſt my life before the gates of Tſſedon , then to give it up 
now to the inhumanity of Berenice ! W hile I was lamenting on this manner , and drew 
reares of compaſſion from all that heard me, I faw the chariot coming which I had giyen 
Eeccece 3 order 
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Order for, to carry backe the Priaceſſe. That fight redoubled my afflition , but firug- 
oling with my utmolt power to get the maſtery of it,in an occaſion whereinl Rood in need 
of all my fortitude, I drew nere to Berenice , and offering her my hand with a forc'd con. 
ſtaney. Come Madame, (ſaid I) let's go back againeto the King your father , flay ng 
longer here in the campe, & in the tent of his enemy ; all things are ready for your depar- 
ture , and you are as free as youcan deſire. Berenice's teares with ſhe ſhed in great 
abundance, would not ſuffer her to reply , but onely taking my hand , which I had pre. 
ſented her , ſhe went out of the tent in ſuch a condition as made me know it was not 
without a great deale of reluctance ſhe gave her ſelf upto the ſeyere precepts of her 
duty; when ſhe was gotten into the chariot , and Cyllenia with her , ſhe ſtrovero breake 
the filence ſhe ſo long had kept , and looking upon me with drowned eyes. You ſhall 
quickly know *(faid ſhe) that without inhumanity you cannot accule me, andthat the 
action you ſee me doe, ought rather to draw pitty from you , then thole cruell reproaches 
you haye uſed. Farewell Artaxerxes (purſued ſhe forcing her modeſty to embrace me) 
leaye the care of my deſtiny to me, and remember that if Berenice live not for you , ſhe 
will not live for her ſelf. With theſe words, after ſhe had expreisly commanded me not 
to ſtirre out of my, tent ,and to give her onely a ſmall conyoy tothe Citty gate , ſhee 
turn'd her eyes from me , and bidding the charioteer drive away , departed , and carryed 
with her all my joy , and all the hopes I had conceived. Theodates tooke the care tg 
condu& her , and tollowing at a little diſtance , loſt not fight of the chariot till ic entred 
into the gates. 

O Gods, in what a fad condition did I remaine after ſhee was gone , how full of ſor. 
row were my words , my aCticns , and my thoughts, all my freinds endeayour'd but in 
vaine to comfort me . and when I had endured their perſecutions a good while, I pray'd 
them toward the evening to leaye me alone , and haying perſyaded them to it with much 
a doe, I pals'd the ſmall remainder of that day, and the night following, in tormentsthac 
cannot poſlibly be conceiy'd. All that the conſideration of the greateſt mileryes can pro- 
duce in a heart , all the urmoſt cruelty , all the utmoſt yiolence that cag enter in a mans 
thoughts , was gentleneſſe , and mildnefle in reſpe&t of what mine made me luffer, In 


the beginning they tended all to fury , and following the firlt motions of my anger , 11e: 
my {elt be impetuouſly carryed away by my paſſions. Why doe I complaine (laid I) 
why doe I weakely ſhed teares like a woman , fince I have the force , ſince I hayethe 
courage of a man, and fince I ſtill have armes in my hand , to make part of my miſeryes 
fall backe upon the heads of my enemyes ? Let's no longer deliberate > nar wr 


which my juſt icdignation ought to have refolv'd ; and fince we mult neceflaryly periſh, 
let us make whatfoever contributes to our ruine periſh with us. I have (till the {ame for- 
ces , Which this very day made me Maſter ofthis Citty , where my ingratefull Princeſle, 
and my Batrbarous enemyes are ſhut up. The yalour of my companious is got coold fince 
morning, and I haye courage enough my {elf , to exrecute, in this highelt pitch of delpaire, 
what 1 haye executed once allready in my more moderate reſentments ; let's goe there- 
fore, and imploy both theirs and mine for my finall Revenge , and fince wee mult run to 
our graye, let us make a ruined Palace , and a deſolate Cirty our monument; Let us once 
more force our entrance into the gates of this hated Town ; but let us ule our yitory 
otherwiſe then we did before ; let's waſh the ſtreets of ic with rivers of that bloud, for 
which we haye undeſeruedly been laviſh of our own, let's carry a thouſand deaths ( if it 
be capableto receive ſo many) into the breaſt of unworthy,and unthankefull Arlacomes; 
Ler's ſacrifice that yiRtime to ingratefull Berenice , which is bur too juſtly due unto my 
love; aadto farisfye our ſelf by a compleat reyenge, in a ſealon when all reipect , and all 
pals'd conſiderations ought to be extinguiſhed in ns , let us bury the King of Scythia, 
1 fay the King of Scythia himſelf in the runes of his Capitall Citty ; ler us poure forchto 
our lawfull anger the bloud of that Barbarous King, who by ſo many unworthy meancs, 
ha's ſought our deſtruction ; and if Berenice be oftended ar that reyenge , let us make her 
Satisfaction by imploying our own hands to give her this life, which ſhe for triviall 
ſcruples ha's fo ungratetully abandoned ; let's neyer [tand conſidering in this deſigne , but 
run to excecute it without deferring any longer. It is not neceſſary to ſtay till it be more 
ging, the night is much more proper for the execution I intend; its gloomy horror is farre 

more 
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more faitable to that of my afflifted ſoule , and the darkenefſe of it will ferye to blind 
that pitty which might perchance be cauſed by the fight of diſmall objeRs. Inthis im- 
pernous torrent which hurryed me away, I ſtart up in my bed, tully periwaded, and (a- 
whed 1n the relolution I had taken : 1 had nothing in my mouth , and in my thoughts, 
but death, bloud , fire , and all the moſt dreadfull imaginations that can be fancied , and 
Ifound ſome {weerneſſe , and ſome comfort in the Satisfa Rion I hop'd for. I was al- 
ready opening my mouth , to call for thoſe that were neceſſary tor the orders I meant to 
give, when a more Gentle ſpirit then that of revenge , crept inlenfibly into my heart, and 
moderated the violences of it with more ſucceſſe then I expeRed. lr firlt made me part= 
ly to abhorre the things I had reloly'd on , and then it endeayour'd to difſwade me trom 
Grnby all the reaſons it could repreſent, By little & little, tenderneſſe fiole into the 
place of anger , and 1 felt my ſelf mollified by reflexions that were too powertull to be 
oppoſed. It is true ( faid Ito my lelf againe) there is a neceſſity thou mult dye , bur 
thou muſt dye as thou haſt liv'd , and not ſuffer thy death to caſt a ſcandall upon thy 
loye, nor upon thy former ations. *Tis nothing but thy life , and thine alone thar's due 
tothy mis-forrunes , and the Gods do juſtly demand it of thee , fince thou halt ſhame+- 
fully conſerved it after the lofle of all thy friends; the people of 1{{edon, this poore people 
in whom thou haſt found nothing but affeRion toward thee , is innocent of thy miteries, 
got canſt chou ſacrifice it to thine indignation , without blaſting thy fame with cruelty 
and ingratitude.  Arſacomes indeed is perhaps worthy of death , but thou oughteſt to 
laye him a lite , which thou halt ſay'd him more then once, to keep the glory of thy 
ations entire to the end of thirie. The King of Scythia would deſtroy thee , bur hee's 
the father of Berenice , and Oroondates , and if the Gods had giyen thee a thouſand li- 
yes, thou oughteſt to loole them all , rather then attempt any thing againſt his. Rather 
aske pardon of thy Miſtreſſe,and of thy friend, for the cruell thought thou haft had again 
their Father, and bluſh at that parricidial defigne, which renders thee the molt criminal. 
of all men living : Noe , (added I, within a while after ) 'tis not by violent wayes that 
thou mult ſatishe thy ſelf, Berenice diſapproves them , and I ought no more to intereſſe 
her, nor hers intheeffeRts of my deſpaire. Let's dye in ſuch a taſhion as may be obli- 
gingto Berenice , and obliging to the king of Scythia ; ler us at the end of our life rake 
up that reſpeR againe , which wee ſcem'd to haye loſt, and ler us order it ſothat m 
Miſtreſſe, and my friend, may in the laſt of my aCtions , find reparation for the diſcon- 
tents I have giyen their Father, This laſt thought drew me into a deſigne that was more 
pleaſing to me then all thoſe 1 before had fancied , and after haying a little examin'd it 
1 fixt upon it ſo firmely, that nothing was ableto divert me. 

The day begnining to appeare , juſt as Ihad ſetc'led my reſolution, I got out of bed, 


and calling for paper wrote theſe words with an intent to make them be deliyer'd ro 
Theodates. 


Arſaces 
To Theadates; 


My too deare and too generous freind , one of the moſt ſenſible griefs that accompany 
me to my grave , is that of parting with you for ever , after having engag'd you , and ſo 
many gallant men af:er you, m a party deſtruttive to your repoſe , and to your fortune nei- 
ther im the reaſons I have here to dye, ſhould 1 have ever reſolv'd to forſake you , if I did 
not know that I leave you in a condition, wherein you are able to make an aduantageous 
peace, both for your ſelf, and forthe reſt. The King of Scythia who demands nothing but 
the death of Arſaces , and whom the death of «Arſaces ſhall have ſatisfied , will graunt 
Ju all the conditions you could ake , and ſo long as you have armes in your hands. you 
may make them your ſelves with all manner of advantage. Pardon me the troubles where- 
into the miſeries of m1 life have caſt you, obtaine the ſame pardon for one of our faithfull 
friends, and love the memory of Arſaces , ſince if he could have liv'd , he would have 
liv'd that be might have been alwayes yours: 

I left this letter upon mytable, with a command to one of my ſeryants wel vs it to 
Pheodates within two hours, and at the ſame time calling for my armes , and a horſe, 


] got 
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1 got upon him , not ſuffring any body to go along with me. Teven refuſed the atten- 
dance of Criton, and Leotaris with many others being come to the dore of my tent while 
I was taking horſe, I oppoled the offer they made to accompany me, and entreated 
them (o erneſily ,to afford my ſorrow an hours folitarinefſe, that not being ableto 
deny it they left me ar liberty. I firſt tooke a little circuit to hinder them from knowin 
what way I went , and when I wag our of their fight , I turn'd toward the neareſt pate 
of che Citry , I quickly heard the outmolt C wy de garde , and found Soldiers in thote 
places from whence I bad driven them the day before, 1 difir'd choſe that bad me (and, 
(putting up the beaver of my headpiece but very little) that they would carry me tothe 
King, to whom I had a matter of conſequence to impart ; and they having led me tothe 
ates, thole that were there upon the ouard , {cing but a fingle man , made no difficulty 
to lethim in. Having ask'd the firſt I met where the king was : He is at the Temple of 
Tellus, laid they, where the greateſt part of the Court is aſſembled , and where the King 
intends this morning to celebrate the marriage of the Princefle with Arlacomes, Scarce 
was I able to torbeare diſcoyering my lelt ac this antwer ; bur my helmer cover'd the 
alteration of my countenance , as it allo diſguiſed my yoice , nor was it thought {trange, 
that paſſing for a man who was come over from the party of Arlaces , to give the King 
lome intelligence, I ſhould keepe my beaver down , and dehire to be unknown to eyery 
budy bur the King himlelt , t© whom they were leading me. I came tothe gates of that 
fatall Temple, where my funeral was preparing ; and though one would haye thought, 
that in the condition the Town then was, the people ſhould rather haye been manning the 
walles , then in that Temple , yet was the crow'd fo great there , that if they that carried 
me had not imploy'd the Kings authority , 1 ſhould hardly haye gotten paſſage. The 
King had not been long come to the Temple , and he was gone thither fo early , tor fears 
his intention ſhould be hindred by ſomenew accident, Neither the reſpe&t I had ſhew 
toward his perſon , and towards his Town which I had quitted to him , after I had made 
my ſelf Maſter of it , nor the laſt proofe I had given him1n ſending backe the Princeſle, 
had been fufficient te appeale him, or to arme him againſt che incitements of the Queene, 
and Arſacomes , but knowing very well that I wasin a condition to oyerthrow all his 
deſignes, if he deferr'd them any longer , he had a mind to haſten the onely reyenge he 
was able to take of me, for feare 1 ſhould prevent him, and ſhould a ſecond time depriye 
him of the meanes he had toeffeR ir. For this purpole negleRing the defence ofhis 
Citty, and truſting ic tothe hands of others, he gave himlelf oyer wholly to his anger,and 
was much more eagerly fixt upon his defire of puniſhing Arſaces , then upon that of pro- 
tecting his people”, 48 conſerying his Dominions. All che Princeſles teares, and all her 
reſiſtance was but unprofitable ; ſhe had yamly begg'd of the King for ſome delay , and 
that Prince abandon'd to his wrath withour giving care to her ernett prayers , had cauled 
her to be put into his chariot , and had carried her himſelfro the Temple , whither Arlas 
comes was gone before , with the Queene, and all thole of his my » Aſloon asever the 
Prieſt had appeared, the Princeſle calting her ſelf at the Kings feer,had proteſted that ſhe 
would racher dye there , then yeild the conſent that was demanded of her, ſhe had conyu- 
red him by a floud of teares, to recede from his cruell determination , to haye regard unto 
the laſt ffs of her reſpeR , and duty , which had made her forlake Arlaces, to put her 
ſelf againe into his hands; but her reares , and prayers were all to no purpole , and when 
once the had found that nothing in the world was able to mollifie him , ſhe had turned 
toward Arſacomes who full of hopes, permitted the King to preſſe her in his favour,and 
looking upon him with eyes enflamed with anger. Thinke not wicked man (had ſhe 
ſaid) that this authority which thou unworthyly abulelt , can ever be able ro changewy 
inclinations; With what yiolence ſoeyer they are oppoled, I will never looke upon thee as 
other then as my mortall enemy , and thou well mayeſt make me ſufter death , bur never 
make me to become thy wife. Arlacomes left the care of an{wering thele words unto the 
King , and he was going to doe it wich a ſharpenefle that made all the company tremble 
for that poore Princeſſe when I preſented my elf before him , and preyeating the reply 
he was about to make. Stay (cryed I to him) Stay King of Scythia , and benot lo halty 
dilpatcha lacrifice,whereot I am the principall victime.Wuth theſe words,1 made an end 
of opening my paſlage to him, and caſting my Helmet at his feer , diſcoyer'd the my 4 
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Arfacesto him , and to the whole aſſembly, I know not whither feare or Amazement 
ſciz'd firſt upon the King ; the remembrance of the day before coming preſently into his 
mind, made him believe 1 had centred the Town againe in Armes , and that haying forc'd 
the gates a iecond time, I came now for the laſt to croſſe his defigne, and take revenge for 
all the injuries [ had received. I read his apprehenſion in his countenance, but 1 (uffred 
him not long to continue in it , for looking upon him with an ation much more reſolute 
then his Settle thy {elf (laid I) and do not feare the fight of a ſingle man , and of s man 
whom all thy cruelties haye not been able to make thine enemy ; I neither come with a 
, nor With an intention to take revenge for ſo many unſpeakeable wrongs , I onely 
Cinthes a head which is neceſſary for thy perfect SarisfaQtion, and a head, which with 
Berenice thou ſhould'ſt preſent to Arſacomes. Behold my armes , which | throw down 
at thy feet, ( purſued I letting fall my ſword ) and behold at laſt chis Arſaces. to whom 
thou bear'ſt ſo implacable a hatred, who comes both alone, and unarm'd, to expole him- 
ſefto all thy indignation , but as it is with no defigne to hurt thee , fo neither is it with 
any to appeale thee that he here preſents himſelf; he demands no reparation forthe in- 
juries thou haſt done him , nor does he precen'd to any favour by thoſe thou halt receiy'd 
from him, and he would be a ſham'd to receive life from them, ro whom he ha's been ac- 
cultomed to gave it, Powre forth all the eftcRs of thine anger , upon this Artaxerxes, the 
ſoane of Darius , who with thine own forces ha's aſſaulted thy walles , ha's forc'd thy 
Town, ha's pulled thy daughter out of thine Armes , and ha's reduc'd thee thy lelf, once 
more to be beholding to him for a kingdome , and for a lite , which he hath to often pre- 
ſeryed ; but ſpare Berenice who is not guilty of Arſaces his crimes.Revenge not forreigne 
wrongs upon thine own bloud, and finceit ha's no affinity with thatof Darius , wreake 
upon that of Darius alone , whatſoever of greateſt cruelty thy rage can thinke. Arſaces 
ha's deſery'd death , but Berenice ha's not deſery'd the puniſhment thou infli&t'lt upon 
her , or if ſhe have delery'd it , *cis onely tor having forſaken me , and for haying expoſed 
her ſelf a new to the mercy of her enemies, Let alone the innocent Berenice then , and 
overwhelm the Criminal Arſaces ; thou could'{t not defire more tacility for this revenge, 
to which thou halt run head long by ſo many baſe, and ſhametul wayes , and beſides the 
conleryation of thy life , and Kingdome , thou haſt yer this laſt obligation to me , that I 
my {elf have deliyer'd thee & perſon whole ruine thou fo often halt in yaine attempted.and 
that I have ſav'd thee the labour , of ſeeking out new murtherers , to give death to the 
greateſt of thine enemies. While I {poake on this manner , the whole aflembly liſtend to 
my words , and with a meryeilous attention , expe&ted what would bethe iſſue of that 
adyenture. I will nottell you , what Berenices thoughts were at this laſt expreſſion of 
my love, nor what were thole of Arſacomes , Gince they were the Kings that farſt manife= 
fied themlelyes, 1f he had beca aſtoniſhed at my fight, and ar the beginning of my diſ- 
courle he was ns lefle at the knowledge of my ſtrange reſolution,8 he ſaw to little likely 
hood to hope that commanding a potent army,wherewith I was in a manner able to dil- 
pole of his deſtiny, I ſhould abandon all the meancs I had to fruſtrate what he had deter- 
min'd, tocome and expoſe my felt alone to his mercy, that he could not ſuffer his belicfe 
to credit what he ſaw. Wherefore he remain'd a great while in doubt of thetruth , bur 
when he beheld me alone, without caske, without {word in the midd'ſt of a throng of his 
own followers, and that he heard no noiſe at all in the (treets , that could make him feare 
the coming of his enemies , he began atlaſt to believe , that my loye had brought me to 
that reſolution,and that my deſpaire making me deſpile my life, had made me allo negle&t 
the meanes I had to ——_ it. This aſſurance ſertled it ſelf in his mind with joy, and 
his feare was no ſooner lull'd aſleep , but his anger was awaked againe. The fight of his 
egemy, and the fierceneſle of his words , kindled his wrath afreſh withal its violcace , and 
he had ſcarce hadtime to recoyer his firſt apprehenſions , when he open'd his mouth to 
give it yent. Yet wicked wretch , (cryed he) thou ſhalt dye , and this falle generoſity 
Which thy deſpaire hath inſpir'd into thee, ſhall not ſaye thee tiom my lawfull fury. Yes, 
I will dye; (replyed 1) and if I would not have dyed , 1 would have come with a power 
that might have defended me from thine. Bealt not of an adyantage, which thou holdeſt 
from no body but my elf, nor threaten me with a death , wherein thou onely leru'lt tor 
the Miniſter of my deſpaire. I rather lerye the jultice of the Geds , (anſwered ——_— 
Ffrefftrer an 


2 CASSANDRA. Parllll, 


and all Kings who are intereſſed in my quarrel; but whether ir be from the anger of hea« 
yen , or from thine own deſpaire that I haye this occaſion to reyenge me of thee , thou 
ſhaltnet ſee me neglet it ,nor for manie conſiderations , ſpare him that hath ſeduc'd m 
ſubjeRs , and thar led an army of rebells , and trayrours , agaialt their Prince , into his 
Citty , into his Palaces and eyen againſt his owne perſon, He had hardly ended theſe 
—_ , making figneto his guard to encompaſſe me , and to hinder my getting out of the 
Temple , when the Princeſſe who till then had heard us without interruptien, moy'd 
from the place , where ſhe ſtood , and coming toward me witha countenance animated 
with an extraordinary cenfidence. You ſhall not dye alone Arlaces , (laid ſhee) and 
fince you have been (o little fearefull ro aflict me , in layiſhirg a lite that was dearer to 
methen my own , you alſo ſhall have the grief to ſee me run to a death , which I owe to 
nothing bnt your deſpaire. You ought to have expected the event of what ] had refol. 
ved to doe bor you ; If T had been fo baſe as to have given my lelte to Arlacomes , that 
baſeneſſe would have been enough to have cured you, and if 1 had preferred death before 
him , you might have followed me to the grave , without the blame of having thrown 
me into it, By theſe words , and by my Princeffes aCtion fo difterent from her humour, 
ar.d from her uſuall moderation, I knew the greatneſle of her affection , berrer rhen eyer [ 
had done before, and forgetting all that I had raken ill from her,l gave my {elf up againe 
totally to my loye. Ah ! my deareſt Princeſſe ({aid 1) what a thought 1s this of yours, 
and with what a reproach doe you aggravate my forrowes: I defended my life as long as 
I beliey'd you car'd for it , and you know thart after the loſſes I haye luffred nothing 
could haye made me think of its preſeryation , but the opinion 1 had that it was not in- 
different to you. That was itthat made me oppole the King your fathers armes , which 
after the ruine of my family I ſhould have welcom'd into my breaſt , that was it thar 
ler me at the head of anaimy, and in ſhort that was it that ha's made me do magy 
aCtions , which could not have been expeRed but from a perion that had been muchin 
love with his life, Yes Madame, I did love iz, while I flattred my felf with a conceite 
that it was deare to you ; but when I ſaw you help towards its deftruCtion , by forlaking 
me to put your (elf againe into thoſe hands from which I had delivered you : I belieyed 
I ought to follow your inclinations , and not leave a thing in the world, that might be an 
obfiacle to your repole. After my death , you 1nay live in a greater tranquillity then you 
have done hitherto , and the Gods to whom your vertue , to whom your perlon is deare 
haying afflited you till now , onely to puniſh me by the part I bore in all your ſuffrings 
will ceaſe to torment you any longer , when you no more can be infeRed by the con- 
ragious afflictions of miſerable Arſaces. The Princefle had not patience to let mego on 
with this diſcourſe, but haſtily interrupting me. Ceale to offend me ({aid ſhe) with your 
reproaches, and do not accule me ofa change, whereof all the conſiderations in the world 
ſhall never make me capable ; *Tis true I would needs come away from you , to put my 
ſelf againe into my tathers hands, 'cis an ation which I yer would doc , and which I can* 
not repent of , but *tis not an aCtion that ſhould make you belicye you are lefle deare to 
me, then you haye been formerly. If I could have ſaid with you with honour , I would 
not have left you , neither tor Arlacomes , nor tora thouland Empires, and ia returning 
to my father, to whom the Gods and nature hath tubmitted me, I did not ule a lefle vio- 
leace upon my ſelf then that you tuffred , nor expole my lelf ro lighter diſcontents then 
yours; if I had ceaſed toloye you yefterday, I would not have begun againe ro day, and 
if I could haye diſpoſed my elf co live without you , 1 would not now diſpoſe my ielf ro 
dye with you. You ſhall nordye, deare Princeſſe , (replyed I violently) you ſhall not 
dye, nor can you continue in that thought, without making my death terrible to me; You 
ſhall live for a bercer fortune then thar you yet haye met with, and if my death cauſe any 
forrow in you, as your goodneſſe makes me hope it will , time, the friendſhip of Prince 
Oroondates whom the Gods w.l! bring home to you againe , and my ardent requeſtat 
this laſt minute of my lite , will cure you of it, 1 will not pray you to liye for Arſacomes, 
youdeleryea happicr fortune , and you haye too gallant a ſpint to floope to a perſon un- 
worthy of you ; morcoyer 1 belieye my death will chasge the Kings intentions in favour 
of you , for purpoſing to give you to Arlacomes , not ſo much with a defigne tomake 
him happy,as to make Axlaces milerable, he by Artaces his death , will looſethoſe cruel 
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reſolutions , which he had taken againſt you , onely out of his enmity to me ; he loves 
ou, though he ha's hatec> me, and the end of his hatred toward me, will waken his affe= 
Rion to you againe, I would conjure thee toit, King of Scythia (continued I turning to- 
wards him) it 1 beliey'd the lateſt words of a Prince who abandon'd all his interetts to 
ſerve thee , who ſay'd thy lite with the perill of his own, who fought for thy Dominions, 
infted of defending thote he was born to , and who to compleat his ſcryices , gluts thee 
even ac the price of his yery life , inthe greedinefle of thy latt deſires , were able to work 
any thing upon thee. I upbraid thee not with what I haye done for thee , and thine, 
though 1: be conſiderable enough to delerye fome place in thy remembrance; All I could 
poliibly doe . was dueto the facher of Berenice , and Oroondates , and the Gods are my 
witneſſes , that all thy ingratitudes haye neyer been able to make me repent it , but by 
that memory I may well demand the repoſe of Berenice of thee. 1 was yet in a poſture 
to defend her againlt Arlacomes , if I would longer have defended her againlt her father, 
and ſhe her ſelf was in a condition to diſpoſe ot her own affettions , if ſhe had not pre- 
ſerr'd her reſpect , and her obedience tothee , before her quier, nay before her life it elf, 
Ifthou art born ot Royal , orif thou ar: born but of noble bloud , all the incitements of 
genecolity ſue to chee in her fayour ,and tell thee that fo pure a yertue, and ſo perfeR a 
rehgration, ought to drive all the cruelty out of thy mind, that hatbours in it again(t this 
loycly Princeflce. While 1 ipoake thele words , 1 fixt my eyes upon Matheus his face, 
where by an unlook'd for effeRt I obſery'd a yery firange alteration. You haye won» 
dred without doubt , how in the condition I thea was , wee had the liberty of ſo long 2 
conver. tion , withour being interrupted by the Kings anger , who in probabilicy ſhould 
not have ſuffied it wich patience ; but you will wonder a great deale more , when I ſhall 
rell you , that after having given a peaceable audience to the Princeſle's words , and like- 
wiſe unto mine, he found things in them that were powerfull enoughto ſtop the impe= 
tuouſnefle of his diſpleaſure. Afſoon as reaſon began to find ſowe admittance into his 
thoughts , it made him look upon all his aCtions , witha difterent eye from what he had 
done before. He admir'd the contempt 1ſhow'd of death , in ſeing me expoſe my lelf to 
ito voluntarily, when I had fo great a ſtrength to haye ſecurea me from it. He confide- 
red my laſt actions, wherein he found a _ from which he thought I might lawfull 
enough hayc been exempted. He remembred that haying made my ſelf Maſter of his 
Cirry by the right of armes 1 hadleft it free to him , and that having defired no other 
adyantage by that happy lucceſle, bur the liberty of my Princeſſe, I had ſent her back to 
him againe the ſame day , and ifin what I faid he found ſomething that was ſufficientto 
offend him, he attributed it to a greatnelle of courage which he could not diſapprove. 
From this conſideration, hereturned tothat of my former actions , and recalling to mind 
all I had done for him, he met withnothing that did not move his heart to loye, and ten- 
dernefle. He for a while refifted thete new motions , but in theend , he was neither of 
brafſc nor marble as obdurate as he was, and thoughthe intereſt of Stratonice,and Arſa- 
comes , who oblerycd his irrelolution with mortall trances , with held him for a few mo- 
ments, yet was he faine at laſt ro yeild to compaſſion, and to remembrances which he was 
not able to reſiſt, The firſt token he ſhew'd of it was a ſigh follow'd by ſome teares 
whichall the aſſembly ſaw run down his checkes ; but prelently after he turned on the 
other ide, cicher to hide his weakneſle , or to call back his former reſolutions , but there 
was no more room for them in his heart , and all his thoughts were ſo chang'd already, 
that he no longer had power, no nor lo muchas an intention to defend himſelt. O Gods! 
cryed he, lifting up his hands and eyes to heayen , and Ropping at thoſe words , he fix'd 
his eyes upon the ground ,and kept filence yer for ſome few moments ; Arlaſt he roſe up 
from the chaire where he fat , and looking upon me with a countenance abſolutely molli- 
fied, or rather full of contuſion ; Arſaces (laid he) Generous Arfaces , you are my Con- 
querour , but O Gods , how ought I to hope you will uſe yous viftory ? I was fo ſur- 
priled at this firarge alteration , that I was not able to reply , and within alittle after, 
coming toward me with open armes : Might I hope (continued he) that after luch high 
provocations , and ſach crimes as delerye no pardon , Arlaces can have the goodnefle to 
torger them , and that by the ſame Generofity which ha's oyercome me , he for the lake 
of Berenice , and for the fake of Oroondates, would reſtore me that triendſhip, which 
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once I priz'd at fo high a rate, and which my cruelty ha's forfeited ? Thele words givin 
me a full afſuragce ot his change , did allo ditperle all the reſentments I had agaialt him, 
and not knowing in that ſudden reyolution , how to find termes capable to expreſſe my 
thoughts , I contented my {elf with declaring them by my ations , and tolet the King 
ſee . by caſting my ſelfat his feet , that I ſhould eyer receive the return of his friendſhip 
AS an vatetls fayour. Ah! (purſued he , ſcing me in that poſture and judging by 
my ation that I was readyly diſpoſed to all he detir'd if it be true that Arlaces pardons 
methe indignities I haye offred him, I ſhall eltcem that effeR of his gcnerolity , aboye 
all the reſt wherewith he hath oblig'd me. No, (faid hetaking me in hisarms, and em- 
bracing me with very pafſionate geſture) Arſaces could not be conquer'd but by him- 
ſelf, and in this yitory which he wines over his juſt relentments , he appeares more 
reat and more glorious then in all thoſe others he hath obtain'd to our adyantage. In 
| a- , Moſt great , and molt generous of all Princes , you tryumph over us all manner of 
wayes ; but though you have reap'd ſmall tivit by all your former victories , the prize of 
this laſt, ſhall be a firmer affeRion then that I loy'd you with betore , a purpole to ſhare 
my Dominions with you , orelle to looſe them tor the recovery of yours, and finally Be- 
xenice the caule of our greateſt conteſtations;I will zoytully accept him for my tonne, who 
was the ſonne of Darius, and ifthe father were yer alive , I would demand thar alliance 
of him , with an inyiolable peace , as the moſt happy fortune that could befall me. The 
King had not the leiſure co prolecute his diicourie ; tor the rioile which Stratonice , Arſa- 
comes , and thole of their party made at a declaration that was 1o cruel] to them, would 
not ſuffer him to continue it, The Queen with a tranſported action Repping forward tos 
ward the King, and forgetting her modeſty at to {en{ible a blow ; What Sir (laid ſhe) 
will you take away Berenice trom Arlacomes , to giyc her to the tonne of Darius ? The 
King to hinder her from ſaying more, replyed , Madame ,it is not without trouble that 
I am conſtrain'd to dilpleale you , 1 want not recompences for Arſacomes ; bur I cannot 
without being the baſclt , and meſt contemprible of all men living , diſpole of Bercniceto 
any body but Artaxerxes. Artaxerxes cannot haye her (added Artacomes) to long as 
I am alive , and 1 know too well what Kings owe uato their promile ,to feare that, that 
which your Majeſty ha's given me ſhould be yiolaced in fayour of him. That which 
I promiſed you (replycd the King) as an honour that was above you , is not capable to 
engage me , and having no right to pretend to ir , neither haye you any to demand the ac- 
compliſhment of ic. How great intereſt ſoeyer I had mn this ditcourſe, I kept filence outof 
modelty , ſcing that the King defended my party yery well ; but Arfacomes whole grief 
tranſported him , loſt part of his relpe& , and without confidering that which he ow'd to 
the preſence of his King ; 1 ſhall know how to maincaire my jult prerenfions (laid he) 
both againſt Arlaccs , and againſt all men living. Berenice is mine by a promile thac 
cannot be reyoked , nor ſhall ſhe be taken from me without effuſion of bloud, All this 
while I had continued fGilent, but then I thought I bothmight,and ought to reply.Neicher 
thou, nor I (faid I) are worthy of Berenice, but if either ot us may preten'd to her, Ar- 
taxerxes both by birth and Seryices, ha's more right then Arlacomes. Yer will not I, 
abuſe the Kirgs " Sena as thou halt done, but though it declare on my behalt, 1 am ready 
{ll co diſpute Berenice againſt thee with my ſword. Hitherto thou haſt yery ill defended 
her , and haſtnot been able to defend to much as thine own lite againſt me ſingle , at the 
head of thy army ; bur ifthar tryall thou haſt had of my forces , makes thee belieye they 
are too hard for thine, pur on thine armes,and here I offer to maintaine my rights againlt 
thee with my {word alone. Arlacomes was going to reply if the King had not preyented 
him, Iwill be Maſter (ſaid he) in my own Kingdome, and in my owne houle , fince 
Arlaces who was ſo by the right of warre , is content to leave me my authority. You 
are my ſubject Arſacomes , and I haye power to do otherwiſe with you , then with the 
ſonne of Darius ; 1 command you theretore to obey me without murmuring ,andI en» 
treat Prince Artaxerxes to leaye me the dilpohing of my danghter, without offcing to 
diſpute her againſt you ; fince he alone is able ro crofle the power I have over the Scy+ 
thians , I ſhall know well enough how to maintaine the promiſe I make him againſt all 
others. W hile the King was ſpeaking on this manner , all the people in whole memory 
the atteCtion of Arlaces was not yet extinguiſhed , who in this reconciliation ſaw _ 
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ofthe warre, and of thoſe miſeries they had fear'd, and who in my laſt ations had found 
how 1 had ſpared them; after a clapping of hands, which made the Temple ring,cryed our 
a lond ,that is was to Arlaces their deliyerer , and their proteCtor , that their Princefſe 
ought to be given ; and this action added to the Kings words , fiur'd up fo great a rage, 
and ſo much confuſion in Stratonice , and Arſacomes, that after a threatning murmurre, 
they went out of the Templein a very different manner from their coming in. I will nor 
tell you , fince that recital would bee too long , with what expreflions the King confirm'd 
the hope which he had giyen me , what thanks I return'd him, nor what were the words, 
and actions of Berenice ; all theſe things paſſed in tranſports of joy , but in the height of 
allthe Kings endearements , I caſt my lelf once more at his feet, and after he had done his 
endeayour to raiſe me up againe , I proteſted to him that I neyer would ceaſe ro embrace 
his knees, till he had graugrea me his pardon, for Theodates , and for all the Officers and 
Soldiers of our Army. The King was incenſed againſt them with a great deale of ſhew 
of realon , but being he with repentance acknowledged his unworthy uſage of me, he 
thought that to make reparation he ought to refuſe menothing , and after having graun«+ 
ted me the pardon 1 requeſted tor them , he would needs have Prince Carthafis his bro- 
ther , to go prelently and carry them the newes. I was yery forward to accompany him 
inthat action, and getting on horsback with him , wee were followed by a great number 
of the inhabitants , who went thronging with us tothe Campe. As the grief of Theoda= 
tes,and of my other friends had been great art the reading of my letter, their aſtoniſhmear 
was not lefſe when they ſaw me come in ſuch an unexpeted manner ; they were already 
getting on horsback to leek me eyery where , but when they ſaw their feares ſo happily 
ended , they fell from one extreamity to another , and by the exceſle of their contentment 
teflified that of their friendſhip toward me. Prince Carthafis having declar'd the Kings 
pardon to then and told them in a few words the truth of that adyenture , after they had 
admir'd my reſolution , and the ſtrange eyentof it, they left the Campe , and upon the 
Princes word went along with us into the Town, where they caſt themſelyes at the Kings 
feer. The King receiv'd them very haadlomely, and in ſtead of condemning Theodates, 
having prayfed his afteRion to me, he promiſed him he would conſerye no remembrance 
of ir IS to ceem him the more, and to the reſt confirm'd the pardon he had graunted 
them. 1 was ſettledagaine in the Palace in my former lodgings ; and in the court I will 
not fay in my former condition , but in another much more glorious , and much more 
conſiderable. To the remembrance of Arlaces ſeryices , was added that of Artaxerxes 
bith, and to both , the conſideration of the credit I had among the Soldiery ,and of what 
Icould doe as a friend , and as an enemy. The Queen being preſſed with diſcontent, 
camenot to the King , and Arſacomes keeping retir'd in his lodging vented his in threat- 
nings , which were told the King , but he who was unwilling to ruine one whom he had 
loy'd ſo well , and to whom he had given ſuch lofty hopes , tent for him two dayes after, 
and ſpoake to him in theſe termes. Although I am not oblig'd, Arlacomes, to juſtify my 
adtions toward you , yet am I willing to let you fee that it is not out of inconſtancy I 
take Berenice from you; ſhe is but too jultly due unto Arſaces, and I haye but too obſti- 
nately refifted to doe what I ought to have done ſooner ; I in your fayour haye done 
things that will for ever diſhonour my Memory ; you ſhould bluſh at them for me ,if 
you loy'd my reputation , and belieye as I doethar the greateſt reparations I can make 
to Prince Artaxerxes , arc not able to blot out the remembrance of my cruelties. More- 
over 1n yeilding Berenice to him, you yeild her but to the ſonne of Darius , the greateſt of 
all the Monarchs in the world , and bn to him , whom beſides the generall obligations 
you are particularty oblig'd to for your life. 1f the Gods had giyen me another daughter, 
I pictelt 1 would not dildain you for my fonne-in Law , although you are my lubjeR, 
and if you can be fatisfied with my good will, I'le keep you alwayes nere me in the tame 
condition you haye been, 1'le recompence the lofle of your hopes , with new preferments, 
and with new dignitics , and except Berenice , there ſhall be nothing in wy Kingdome 
you may not preren'd to. And except Berenice (interrupted audacious Arlacomes) 
there is nothing in your Kingdome which I doe not diſdain ; if a King failes of his p1o- 

miſe to me, I ſhall neither taile of courage, nor of friends , to diſpute it to the laſt mo- 

ment of my life, Thou ought'R theo, (replyed the King exaſperated by that anſwer) to 
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have diſputed it when thou wert at the head of anarmy, where Arlaces all alone took 
from thee all the rights thou had'ſt to it, and had allo taken away thy life with them, if 
he had not been to generous to make his glory give place to his intereſts. Thou oughreſt tg 
have defended her here within our walls, whence Arſaces carried her eyen betore thy face, 
thou not attempting any thing to hinder him ; and though my promile had engag'd me 
toward thee, thou knowelt 1 loſt the diſpoſing of Berenice, from the time ſhe ceas'd to be 
within my power ; thou ſhould'ſt haye ferch'd her again out of the hands ot thy riyall, at 
the hazard of thy life,ifrhou would'ſt have been worthy of her, and nor have ſta!'d till he 
reſtor'd her into thine armes himlelf:if chou had'ſt had the leaſt (enie of ronour left in thee, 
chou would'|t not to ſhamfully have been beholding to thine enemy for he! ; and though 
] were not at all oblig'd to Arfaces, I ſhould not be juſt, if I gave Berenice to thee after 
thou hadit ſo poorly diſputed her, Arſacomes contounded and fiung with thele reproa« 
ches, ſtood a great while before he could find an anſwer ; Butinthe end, he beganto 
reply, and loohog all the reſpe&t he had yer remaining, flew our into fuch irreyeren; 
ſpeeches, that the King being extreamly incens'd, after he had proteſted that nothing but 
the Queens conſideration hindred him trom chaſtiſing his infolency, commanded him tg 
get our of his preſence, and never to appear before him any more. Arlacomes withdrew 
in a deſperate rage, and with ſuch threats as would haye been puniſhed with death, in any 
other body bur tne Queens Brother. 

Prince Oroondates who had harkned to Arſaces his laſt aduentures, with a counte- 
nance that ſufficiently exprels'd how much he was concern'd in them, broak filence then, 
and with an action hke that of a pe:ſon who coming our of a long and dangerous perple- 
xitys begins to recover a litcle breath ; Ah ! Brother, ( faid he ) how you have mademe 
ſufter, and how you havye eas'd me now, by lettino me know my fathers repentance, ſince 
nothing couid have comforted me, ifhe had not in ſome degree repair'd his ingratitude. 
Bur how is it potlible, that the fame of thele wonders you haye told us, ſhould neyerhaye 
come to our cars before, and that I have been ignorant of ſuch memorable eyents and 
wherein I had lo great an intereſt ? The diſtance of places (repli'd Arſaces) and thelinle 
time ſince they came to paſs, haye without doubt kept them from their knowledge. By 
what I can judge they happen'd during your ficknels at Suſa, and fince that time, few 
perſons can have trayail'd into Scythia, and few Scythians are come into theſe Coun- 
treys. 1n the interim (continued Artaces) I was in the height of my felicities ; The King 
by all manner of kindnefles endeavour'd to make me loſe the remembrance of his harſher 
ulage, Ifaw my Princeſs with all the freedome I could defire, I could not doubt of her 
afteRion, after the important proofs Ihad recciv'd of it, and if we had not waited for the 
news of Prince Oroondates, whoſe preſence was neceſſary to compleat my fortune, I ac- 
cording to the wiſhes of the whole Court, had obtain'd the Kings content for the entire 
poſſeſſion of my Princeſs. Yes, Brother, *cwas nothing bur your ablence alone that re» 
tarded our marriage, and how paſſionate, and how impariear ſoever I was, my love to 
you perlwaded me eahily to expect your return, and to approye with a great deal of fa» 
tisfaQtion, thar reſpe& of Berenice's, and chat tcltimony of the Kings conſideration of 
you. W hen I was happie in what concer'nd my love, the memory ot my honceur waken'd 
in me again, and I judg'd that all I had done, could nor ſerye my reputation, while I ſuf- 
fer'd Alexander to reign peaceably oyer thole countreys which he had uſurped from us by 
the death of the King my father, and by the lols of ſome of my friends, This remem- 
brance brought back parc of that ſadnefſe into my heart, which my preleot happineſle 
{cem'd to have baniſhed thence, and though I tound ſome contolation 1n the hope of do- 
ing lomerhing toward the recovery of my olory, and of my fathers Dominions,the nece- 
flicy of parting with Berenice began to afflict me very ſenſibly, yer did 1 pals overall that 
my love rep:ciented contrary to my glory,and having calt my felt at the Kings feet, vir, 
(\aid | Jatter che honour your Majetiic ha's done me to accept me tor your {on,you ſhould 
not luffer me to live unworthy of that quality, and ſince the recoyery of thole dominions 
I haye loſt islink'd to that of my repuration,you are roo much concern'd in both,to refule 
me the aſſittance I defire cf you. Alexander has rriumph'd over my fathers Empire, and 
his life, and reigns quiecly over thoſe territories which herecotore were his. Without 
your help Sir, 1 can neither reyenge the deathof my friends, nor tile to the throne of = 
prede= 
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predecefſours, and if your Majeſtic refuſe ic me, the Princeſſe your daughter muft be the 
wiſe of a private man.and of a man diſpoſſefled of his inheritance, Be pleas'd to grant me 
Fir, for the highelt effect of generoſity, ſome part of thoſe yaliarit Scythians who have 
thought me worthie of their friendſhip. By their conrage I hope to repair my ſhame,aad 
to reconquer my dominions. That deſtroyer of our Houle,is an efiernie to all Kings in ge- 
nerall,he alreadic ha's inyaded your frontiers,and will wichout doubt come into the bow- 
ds of your Kingdome.if we carry not the warr to him, into thoſe countries whereof he is 
yet but ill aflur'd, I faid ſome other thi ngs to the King, which heheard with patience, and 
aniwer'd with a great deal of kindneſs, Doubt not ton, ( (aid he ) but that your intereſts 
ſhall hencetorth be mine own, nor bur that I will conribute with my utmoſt powers, and 
eyen with mine own perlon, tothe recovery of your Empire ; nut to make Berenices coa- 
dition more adyantageous by the luſtre of a crown, 1 elteem your perton aboye all great- 
nefſes, and 1 know well enough you wear a {word, that can both maintain, and conquer 
Empires : but becaule 1 judgeas you do, that your glory is interefſed in your deſign, 1'le 
arm the whole power of Scythia for you, and w:ll tet you atthe head of a hundred thou- 
fand men, who having fuch a leader, will think nothing difficult, bur hew you out a way 
tothe regaining of the throne you hayeloſt : yer 1 defire we may ſtay rill we either ſec, 
or hear lome news of Oroondates, I mcan that he ſhall march along with you, that friend 
whom you to highly haye oblig'd and whoſe company is not to be delpis'd;and while we 
expect him, order ſhall be given, ro make leayyes for the ſetting ot this army on foot. 
Thole I was raifing againſt you, and thetroups you now commanced, ſhall mak a parr 
of them, and the rett ſhall be ready againſt my ſons return, or within the time we will 
limit for that expectation. 1 was ſo extreamly fatisfied at the Kings anſwer that 1 could 
not d:ifſemble my contentmenc, and to render it abtolutclic compleat, the King proteſted 
he would not tuffer me to go from Ifſedon, before I had married Berenice. That fair 
Princefſe was afflicted at my reſolution ; bur being miftrits of a great deal of reafon, ſhe 
eilded ro the necefſiie of my atfairs, and to a thing for which ſhe had eyer prepared. 
Bur alas | how little time we had to entertain one another, and how ſhort my zo1es were, 
though my griets had been of long continuance. 
1 was in bed, when ſome hours before day, I heard a confuſed noiſe about the Palace, 
and an infinite number of crycs, which were enough to waken the foundeſt ſleepers, I 
leapt ir:to the floor, and running to a window, faw a great many torches, and heard the 
yoice of many perſons who cri'd that the Princeſs was carri'd away. At thisnews, I was 
very near falling intoa {woune, but 1 ftroye to keep all my forces in the need 1 had of 
them for ſuch an occaſion, and preſently after Criron came into my chamber, Sir, ( faid 
he) the Princeſs is carried away. The grief he felt for my mistortune would not tuffer 
him to lay w 7 and I was fo ſtrucken, that I had not the power to get out ore word, I 
threw on a few clothes, and ran haſtilie to Berenice's lodgings, where I found Theomiris 
with Cyllema, and other maids, wt.o by their cries redoubled the rage wherewith I was 
tranſported, and told me with interrupted words. how thePrincels had been pull'd by force 
out of her chamber, by ſeayen or eight arm'd men, and that thoſe rayiſhers had carri'd 
her away by the back ſtairs into the garden,and fo out at a hole they had broken through 
the wall, I ran inftantly to thoſe ſtairs, where I found two men dead, who were known 
to be grocms of her chamber, and goipg down I ſaw the hole in the garden wall,through 
which my cruell enemies came in and had got out again, Not knowing what Way, nor 
what advice to take, I went up again to the Kings quarter, where 1 found him buri'd in 
an extraordinary forrow, 1 had but few words with him,and thoſe fo confuſedlie put roge- 
ther;that irwas eafie by them to know the diſorder of my heart. While he was ſending out 
Meſſengers every way, I puton my arms in his preſence, and taking a haſtic leaye of him, 
got on horsback with a great many Courtiers,who ran thronging to accompanie me. We 
rode our at the Crrie at the neareſt gate, and nor bring able to judge by any conjecture 
what way tnole raviſhers hadtaken, we wandred about all the rett of rhenight without 
knowing whither we went, and at break of day found our ſelyes ata little Town, ſome 
two or three hundred turlongs from Ifſedon. There we could hear no news in the world, 
and having taken anocher way, and after that a great many ſeuerall ones, we could meet 
with no bodie that could tell us any thing of what we ſought, 1 paſs'd that _— 2 
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village ſour. hundred furlongs from Ifſedon, and the next morning we began our ſearch 
again with the ſame diligence, and with the ſame ſucceſs. We ſpent three dayes more in 
i, notleaving any Town, Burrough, village, houſe or wood within a thouſand turlongs of 
the Cittie where we had not been to ſeck her, at the end of which 1 return'd to the Kin 
to ſee if thole he had ſent out otherwaics had had any better fortune ; but I found their 
pains and care had been to as little purpoſe as ours. We doubred not bur that it waz 
Arſacomes who had ftoln away the Princefle, he had left the Court a week before, and 
fince that time there had been no news of him.The King poſleſs'd with that beliefas well 
as I, made ſharp complaints unto the Queen, and after having protefied to her, that he 
would uſe his urmoſt power to the ruine and deftruStion of her Brother, he promied her 
likewiſe, that if by her perſwaſions he would return to his obedience, and reftorethe 
Princeſs, he would grant him pardon for her fake ; but the Queen whither it were thar 
ſhe was wilfully bent to favour her brothers a&tion, or that indeed ſhe was ignorant of 
it, caſt her ſelt at the Kings feer, and proteſted her innocence with ſo many tears, that he 
ceas'd to preſs her any turther ; yer he thought good I ſhould take two thouland horſe, 
and go at the head of them to ſearch Arlacomes his hou'es, and gaye ordet for a greater 
fireng:h to follow me,in caſe we ſhould find him in a poſture of retiſtance, 1 ſet forward in 
this equipage,and to ſhorten my difcourle,went to all choſe places,whither it was thought 
Arlacomes could retire , but there was no newes to be heard either of Berenice or of him, 
and we were inform'd with aa unqueſtionable ce:tainty , that he had nor been {een in thoſe 
parts of inany years, How great lo ever the rage that tranſported me was, I could not 
relolye to pour it forth upon thoſe that were under his obedience, orruinea people that 
was innocent of their Princes crime. Then it was that 1 ſaw my lelf abandon'd co my de- 
{pait, and chat I was often upon the point of ſeeking an end of my misfortunes in tieend 
of my life. I was going to fix on that refolutien, when happening to be neer the gateof 
a Temple dedicated ro Juno, famous for Oracles, which they came to conſult fromall 
arts of Europe, 1 determined firſt to try if 1 could find any pitty from the Gods, 
They cxpieſs'd themſelyes to me clearly enough, and though 1 do not remember the words 
of the Oracle,I have not forgor,that the Goddefle by the mouth of her Prieſt, commanded 
me to ſeek out of Scythia for that which I had loſt, and to vifite the walles of Semiramis, 
where I ſhould find anend of all my pains, 3 was the more willing to obey the pleaſure of 
the Gods, becaule my hopes were loſt all other wayes ; and whither it were that they pro- 
mis'd me the recoveric ot Berenice, or that it cnchy the end of my daies, they mademe 
hope for that of my mileries, 1 refolvd to giye my felf up wholly to their will, My de- 
ſ1gne of marching into my Fathers territories with the forces the King of Scythia had pro- 
mis'd me, to fight with Alexander for the Empire, and the glory he had taken from me, 
yaniſh'd quite out of my mird, and I was then call'd by a more _ ys toat- 
tempt the recoyerie of Berenice, then that of my loft Dominions, *T was Mo at that time 
I heard that Alexander had married the Princeſs Statira my Silter, that he hadgivea 
Parilatis to his favourite HepheRion, and that he carri'd himtelf roward the remnants of 
Darius his bloud with the ſame affection as to his own, This news afflited me yery much 
for many conſiderations ; It troubled me to know it was my filters husband agaialt 
whom I was to prepare my felf for warr, aſſoon as I ſhould be 1n a condition to enter- 
rain ſuch thoughts ; but 1 judg'd with farr more (enhble grief, that my dear Brothers 
hopes were utterly extinguiſh'd, and that if he hgd (til piclery'd his afteRions to Sta* 
tira, he in her marriage could find no lels matter of affliction then what [ felt lor the lols 
of Berenice. I ſhould longer have reaſon'd with my elf upon thaz fad occaſion, if 1 had 
not been too much taken up with my own misfortunes ; but being reſoly'd upon the 
voyage the Gods had ordain'd mie, I meant to make ic without any train that could 
make me be oblery'd in thote places where I pals'd,and tothat end I took leave of all thoſe 
that were come along with me from Ifledon, keeping no body with me bur Criton, and 
two other neceflary teryants, 1 even rctus'd the company of my Dear Theodares, Burt 
it was not Without an extream violence, that I perfwaded him to leave me, and 1 ſhould 
never have wonn himto it, if I had not made him lee that his ſtay in Scythia was ablo- 
lutely neceſſary for me, both to inake the greater care be taken in the ſearch of Berenics, 
and to keep me right in the Kings opimon, which migh: perchance be alter'd wy 
a 


RR fil ©* foo © Fl > & 60. 0 eww wm ewe 


bl 


oC 


Paxrilll CASSANDRA 49 


abſence by Stratonices ſolicitations, whereby he might in time be drawn to approve of 
her Brothers ation. Theodates lent an ear at laſt to this conſideration, which in efte& 
was ſtrong enough to ſtay him ; but though he could not yield to that ſeparation with- 
out tears, and lamentations which I cannot expreſs, in the end we parted, after he had 
omis'd to make my excules to the King, that I came nottotake my leave of him, and 
to tell him that fince he had done methe honour to give me Berenice, I would either 
bring her home to him again, or die in quelt of her. From the place where I left Theo- 
dates, I trayail'd directly roward Mount Imaiis which divides the two Scythia's, and 
haying crols'd through the Aftiattique, and the countrey of the Maſſagetes, 1 came into 
Ba&tria, and entred upon the territories that had been the King my. Fathers. I pais'd 
unknowne through all thoſe places, where I found many marks of the dilafters of our fa- 
mily , and though my love was ſufficient to poſleſſe me totally , yet could I not without 
a great deale of trouble , ſee thole people that had been our ſubjects , yield obedience 
peaccably to new Maſters. Theſe objeRs preſenting themſelves dayly to my eyes , often 
drew ſighs from me , which ſeconded thole my paſſions forc'd more violently from the 
bottome of my heart ; In ſhort I continued all that journey in ſo deepe a (adnefle, thac 
if the contolations I receiv'd from Criton , whoſe fidelity is beyond all recompence , had 
not in tome degree allay'd my ſorrow, I think 1 ſhould have tunke under the burthen of 
it, betore 1 could have reach'd the Country the Oracle had appointed me. In the ead 
] arriv'd there without any encounter worthy to be related , and at my arriyal I heard of 
the death of Alexander , who had payd the debt of nature a few dayes before. 1 know 
nut how to tell you the ſeveral effects this news wrought in me, I was glad for my deare 
brothers lake , who thereby recoyer'd the hopes he had loſt in Statira's marriage ; but 
I was ſorry in mine own particular , beipg thereby depriy'd of thoſe I had conceiy'd , of 
regaining my honour from him that had taken ir from me, And though it ſeem'd to fa- 
ciltate the recovery of my Empire , it gaye Alexander the adyancage of having kept ir 
all his life, and of having been the Conqueror and the Maſter till his death. 1 hen 
thought upon the condition of my fiſters , and was joy'd with a hope of coming to the 
place where they were, of ſeeing them , and perhaps of doing them ſome {eryice inthar 
cltate,to which ſo great a reyolution of their fortune might have reduc'd them. Alchough 
the alteration of my face in fo long an abſence, and the general opinion of my being 
dead , might have put me out of all teare of being eafily diſcovered , I would not hazar 
my hfe how eyer , knowing that in Babylon I ſhould find perſons from whom time had 
not taken away all remembrance of my features , and therefore afloon as I was come into 
this country , 1 retir'd to the houle of a good honeſt man, ſome three or foure hundred 
furlongs from this place, whom I by guifts in preſent, and by the hopes of more, engaged 
at fiſt toas much afteRion , and ſecrecy as I could defire. The next morning knowing 
I was nere the Temple of Apollo which 1had formetly viſited , Thad a dehre to con- 
ſul the pleaſure of that God, and implore his affiftance. There it was I met with Prince 
Lyfimachus , and that by his gracetull taſhion, and his charming converſation , I began 
to give him that eſteem and that afteRion , which the recitall of his gallant aftions hath 
hace compleated. You doubtlefle haye heard from him the dilcouric we had together, 
and the words of the Oracle that was deliyer'd to us ; Irthoughtthem fo obſcure thar L 
could not comprehend any thing of their meaning, and oneiy tound by the laſt of them, 
that the Gods would have me wait their plealure upon the banks of Euphrates. That con- 
formity with my former Oracle did a little augmenc thole taint hopes I had conceiyed, 
and made me in cftect refolve to expe my deſtiny a while upon the banks of that river. 
The houſe I had taken for my retreat was {eated nere it , well enough built, and furniſh'd 
to make {ome (tay there withour inconyeniency , and farre enough from the high wayes, 
hot to be frequented with any company. The Maſter of ic proffred with a great deale 
of freedome to doe me all the ſervice that lay in his power , and finding him to bea 
Gilcreet . underſtanding man, I refoly'd to make ule of him to trie if I could learne any 
news of Berenice. For this purpoſe haying given him direCtions and adreſſes to inform 
himielt of what 1 defir'd , 1 {ent him to the Cuty, but O Gods , how ſorrowtull was the 
news he brought me home ; fince by him I heard the rumour that was ſpread in Babilon 
of the death ofthe Princetles my filters. This was fo heauy an addition to my griets, 
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that it was like to have preſſed me down into my grave ,and though I ſiroyetodifſem- 
ble it as well as I was able , I could not poſſibly hinder my Land-lord from perceiying 
that 1 was infinitely troubled at that news. I made the dolctulleft lamentations jn the 
world, when I was at liberty to utter them, and accuied my elf of meaneſle of [pirit , for 
having given my whole life up to my love , infted ofbeltowing part of it on the reliefe 
I ow'd tothole poore Princeſſes, I yented a thouſand threats, and made a thouſand defi. 
gnes againſt their murtherers,and was yet in the yiolence of theic choughts, having hard| 
dryed up my firſt teares when I met the valliant Lyfimachus a fecond time by the Riyer 
ſide. He without doubt ha's told you the difcourle chat paſſed berween us , and how 
(juſt as I was going to aske his name , after I had told him chat mine was Arlaces) ic 
was interupted by a Cayalier who paſſing rere us enquir'd. the way to Babylon, ltig 
very true (faid Lyſimachus then to Arſaces) the coming of that ranger depriy'd me of 
your company, after it had cauſed in me an eſteem, or rather an admiration of you, which 
all I could fay , was not able to repreſent to Prince Oroondaces , when I made him the 
relation of that encounter, That Cayalier (continued Arlaces) who paſſed lo ſudden] 
by us, was Arlacomes. You may eafily judge by what I have cold you , that his image 
was alwayes preſert enough to my remembrance , not to need any long time to know 
him , and that his ſight produced inme at the very firlt, all rhole eftects it was probable 
it ſhould. The knowledge thereof oblig'd Lyſimachus to pardon me the rudenefle of m 
haſty departure, which would not ſuffer we to pay all the civilicies that were due to him, 
I ran 10 twittly attcr Arlacomes , that though he was already 2 great way of 1 began to 
ſee him agaire when we were out ofthe wood ; that ſecond {1ght did fo anitnate me, that 
my impatience doubled my horles ſpeed , and at lalt I got nere enough to my enemyto 
make hum heaie my voice. Stay, (cry'd I) ſtay Arlacomes; Thele words which he heard 
afier I had often repeated them , cauled him in the end go take up a little , and lookin 
back to ce who it was that called him by his name , he beheld me with my ſword drawn 
coming at him as hard as eyer I could driye, My action, and my threatning cryes made 
him know 1 was his enemy , wherefore not wanting courage he tarn'd about , and expe- 
Red me 1n the poſture of a man reloly'd to defend himlelf, He had a jayeline in hisrght 
hand , which he lifted up intothe aire , and when 1 was within twenty paces of him he 
raiſed himſelf upon his ſtirrups, and darted it at me with his utmoſt force. The blow mif- 
ſed me , but ſtruck my horle fo violently in the head , that he fell fiark dead berweenmy 
legg's. 1 diſengag'd my felf preſently from my ftirrups , and leaving my horſe upon the 
round, coyer'd my ſelf with my ſhield, to end the combat on foot ; but Arſfacomes gave 
me not the leaſure , and whither it were that he ditdaind to fight with me upon adyan- 
tage, or that he was call'd other where by preſſing occaſions, afloon as he ſaw me fall, he 
turn'd about againe, and gallop'd on his way art the ſame rate as he had done before. 
I remain'd in a yexation hard to beimagined , and ro longer having any meanes to pur- 
ſue my enemy , who rode away from me at liberty, I was ready to have vented all my 
deſpaire upon my lelf, Yer did I moderate my rage , by a reflection I made upon this 
encounter , for 1 belicyed with likelyhood that I had cauleto hopein the promile of the 
Gods, and that Berenice was not far fiom thole parts , fince I had found Arfacomes 
there. This belict comforted me yery much , and a while after I was confirm'din it by 
Criton who came up to me at laſt, his horle not having been fo twitt as mine , and his 
impatience not fo violent, He was yery much troubled to heare the accident that had be- 
fallen me, and having alighted to give me his horle , I would haye gotten upon hun to 
purlue my enemy againe, bur I found him lo ſpent , that I loſt all hope of oyerraking Ar- 
{acomes, and was conlirain'd to think upon tome new relelution. 1 remembred that Ar- 
facomes had ask'd the way to Babylon , and I was of opinion I mighrlight upon him in 
that Citty , bur Criton whole prudence TI had oblery'd 1n all his actions , thought it not 
lafe for meto go thither at that time, contidering the exact guard that was kept at the 
gates , where paſſengers were ſearch'd , and examuned whence they came, and what was 
their bulinefle , and wherethey did many things that would put me in very great hazard 
of being known. He reprelented to mie chat it would be much more ealy tor him to in- 
form himſelf in Babylon concerning whac 1 defir'd, then tor me who for feare of being 
dilcoyer'd would be taine to keep (till within dores. Therefore by his adyice Lower 
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I found a great deale of reaſon, I with his horſe took my way back to the houſe of our 
retreat and he went on a foot to the Town which was bur a little way of, from whence 
he was to come hothe to me the nextday , withall the news he could learne and with 
another horſe which 1 gave him charge ro buy, Thus did I return to the place where 
I made my abode, and where I paſs'd the ret of that day in diſcontents mingled with 
ſome glimple of hope; bur before t was night , Criton came back with a braye horſe he 
had bought , and asking him the cauſe why he return'd ſooner then 1 expeRted. Sir (an- 
tiver'd he) before I came to the gates of Babylon 1 met Arſacomes and which is more 
Sir , I met him with the Princeſſe Berenice. Ah! (cry'd 1) what doeſt thou tell me, 
haſt thou found Berenice ? Yes Sir (replyed he) I found her in the armes of Arfacomes, 
who in ſpite of her refiltance , and in ſpice of all her cryes, carry'd her away before him 
oalloping back the ſame way we ſaw him go. O Gods (added | quite ronſ$ortedJehae 
a happy progreſſe is this toward the accompliſhment of your promiſes ! If Thad had 
a hocie (aid Criton) I ſhould certainly have follow'd them , though I had bren fure to 
looſe my life , but being a foot as I was, I could not poſſibly execute my defires, for 
having preſently loſt Gght of them, chough I ran as faſt as I could , after I had complai- 
ned of my ill fortune. I thought the beft ſeryice 1 could do you , would be to go onto 
the Town and buy a horſe for you as you had commanded me. This diſcourſe touch'd 
me as you may imagine, but it was with joy, which encouraged me to belieye, I ought to 
hope for all things trom the promiſe ofthe Gods, 1 hardly would allow the nighc lea- 
ſureto paſſe away , and afſoon as eyer it was break of day , mounting the horte which 
Criton had brought me , and which I found to be a very good one , I began 2 freſh to 
ſeek after my Princeſſe. Yer would I not ſtirre out ofthis Country , for feare of diſo- 
beying the Gods, whom I began to find exaRt in the hopes they had given me, and when 
I had ipent the dayes in my ſearch, I for the moſt part came back at night ro my uſuall 
retreat. There is no Town here abouts which I haye not viſited , no village, nor houſe 
whole entrance was permitted me, where 1 haye not been to look for my Princeſle; buc 
all my endeayours were' unprofitable , and after having ney far, through all the 
Province , I thought ar laſtto return to that I where the Gods had promiſed me 
the return of my happyneſſe, and where if I might be luffred , I meant to reproach them 
for having deceiv'd me. With this intention, being departed from a village where 1 had 
lien, I left Babylon upon the right hand, and was hardly gotten twenty furlongs from it, 
when 1 fawa Sacior coming toward me,which fix horſes drew at a ycry great rate, The 
defigne I had of ſecking my Princeſle every where, made me go nere the {ide of ir, where 
I faw a woman in a mans armes, who by her cryes , and by all her aQtions, ſhow'd ſhe 
was carried away by force. My hopes were waken'd in me by that fight , bur afſoon as 
I beheld her face againe , and heard her yoice, 1 knew it was not my Princeſle ; though 
me thought neither that face , nor yoice was unknowa to me. Yer was | refolv'd to fuc- 
cour her whoſoeyer ſhe was , and to that end riding up tothe Charioteer , I commanded 
him to ſtand. He made a difficulty to obey me , bur I brought the point of my javeline 
to his face, and made him know there was no ſafety for him but in obedience. In che 
meane time he that was in the Chariot , having obſery'd my aCtion , leapt nimbly our, 
and calling a man that carri'd his caske, gaye him charge to hold that Lady if ſhe ſhould 
offer to get away , and making him a light from a gallant horle he was upon , he threw 
himſelf into the Saddle witha great deale of agilicy; he wasno looner in hs ſtirrups, but 
coming toward me with a threatning action; Whotoever thou art (cry'd he)though thou 
wert Lyfimachus againe , ifthou oppoleſt my intention , thou ſhalt be ſurero meer with 
deathin thine, I am got Lyfimachus (anſwer'd 1) but if thine intention be to carry _— 
that Lady by foice , mine ſhall ever be to defend her againſt thy yioleace. Thou mu 
dye then, replyed he, and with thoſe wotds, flew upon me with a great deale of courage, 
Beipvg he indeed was yalliant , the combar laſted for ſome time without diſaduantage to 
either , but in the end , ] was more fortunare then he , and after having warded many 
blows he made art me, I gave him two or three wounds , which made him fall f.om his 
horſe unable to fight any longer. Then I turn'd toward the Lady I had reicued , and he 
that held her by his Maſters command, no ſooner faw me coming , but he ler her go, and 
fied toward Babilon, The woman preſently leaped our: of che Chariot ,and the Chario- 
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teerelasſhing on his horſes toward the City , got a great way from us in a little time, 
Scarce had I alighted , and ſet my eyes upon that Ladyes face , bur I obſery'd all the 
lineaments of Queen Statira my filter. You may well enough conceive how great my 
amazement was at {o unexpected an encounter ; elpecially there being a general rumour 
that ſhe was dead. That belief , and her habit which was yecry different from what ſhe 
was wont to weare , hindred me from giving credit to my eyes , bur when by my a&ion 
ſhe ſaw me expreſſc my aſtoniſhment. Neyer doubt ot it, (aid ſhe) I am Statira, 
I am the widdow of Alexander the Great. And I fifter (cryed 1 quite tranſpor- 
ted) am Prince Artaxerxes your Brother , and caſting my head piece at her tet, 
I ran to her with open armes ,and in her amazement which made her incapable of ref. 
lance, I yo her a thouſand kiſſes , accompanyed with teares which my eyes beflow'd 
on my afteRion, If the wonder that had (eiz'd on me was great , you may well imagine 
that hers was without compariſon , and that ſhe could not ſee that header againe, Whom 
ſhe had loy'd ſo well, and whom ſhe had thought dead eight years before, with a mode- 
rate aſtoniſhment, W hen ſhe was got looſe from my embraces ſhe retired a ſtep or two 
to conſider my face ; could not believe but that it was my Gholt, ask'd me often ific 
were poflible I ſhould bealive , and in ſhort did all thole ations , which you did your 
ſelfat our knowing one another. Afſoon as ſhe was perſwaded that 1 was Artazerxeg 
indeed , ſhee caſt away her doubts, to giye her ſelf oyer to her affeRtion , and throwing 
her (elf into mine armes with tranſported cryes , ſhe made me ce that neither time, nor 
the accidents of her life had ar all diminiſhed her former love. We continued a great 
while in a ſtrit embrace, without haying power to bring forth a diſtin& word, and when 
once we were able , we queſtion'd each other mutually concerning what we were igno- 
rant of, How come you to be a liye deare Brother ? How come you to be a liye deare 
Siſter ? ſaid we both together ; and anſwering both at the ſame time, we began a yery 
confuſed diſcourte , and 1o interrupted with endearments , that we could tell one another 
nothing. Beſides my fiſter belieyed that in the place where we were , we could not 
without danger engage our {elyes in a long conyerſation. ſo having pray'd me to carry her 
from thence, and to run if ir were poſſible co the relief of Pariſays , who was a liye, anda 
priſoner , ſhe perlwaded me to ger on horsback and having et her behind me , werode 
as ſhe deſir'd a long the River-ſfide. She would haye queſtion'd me about my adyens 
tures , but I haying told her that the relation of my life would require no lefle, thena 
whole day ,and that it was more neceſſary I ſhould learne ſome thing of her prelent 
condition, and of Pariſatis, ſhe in a few words told me all that had happend to her ſince 
Alexanders death , the name of Perdiccas, with whom I had fought , and the eſtate in 
which ſhe had left Parilatis; bur ſhe ſaid nothing of Prince Oroondartes , whither it 
were that ſhe judg'd that remembrance faulty after the death of Alexander , or that ſhe 
meant to ſpeak of him more at large when ſhe had better leifure. She had not quite 
ended her diſcourſe when we ſaw the chariot coming in which Pariſatis was ; you have 
heard the beginning of that which paſſed, and 1:ow having made Statira a light that T 
might be fitter for the encounter , 1 was aſſaulted by halte a icore horimen who guarded 
the chariot ,and that while I was cngag'd among them , Statira was taken againe, I 
heard her crye a loud when they put her into the chariot , and would haye wn to help 
her it I could haye had free paſſage ; bur the encraies 1 had vpon me (top'd my Way, 
and reduc'd me toa neceſlity rather of defending my telf , then of reliey:ng my hiſters. 
Three of them lay alceady gnawing the earth , and the rel began to find that though 
I was alone , they ſhould obtaine no eaſy victory. In effe& my (trengch was lo redou- 
bled by my anger, and by my grief for this laſt accident , that 1 quickly diſpatch'd ano” 
ther and by good fortune Criton who was returning from a place whither I had ſent him, 
came in jult chen to my afſiltance,and he no ſooner knew me bur making ule of Policy to 
ſtrik a terror in my enemies; Courage Sir, (cryed he)you are reliey'd, I know not whither 
thele words and the confidence wherewith they iaw him fall upon them, made them belie- 
vec he was follow'd by others, or whither their fear of two men alone produc'd that effect, 
but however it were, the fiercenels of my enemies began to cool, and preſently after they 
rurn'd their backs leaving me the victory, and the field ; bur at the ſame time my horte 
fell dead of the wounds he had receiy'd, and Criton ſeeing five or fix without hoes, 
| Catc 
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carch'd the belt of them and brought him to me. I no ſooner was upon his back bur I 
ran after the track of the Chariot, which had carri'd away the Princeſſes, and had fol- 
low'd the bank of the river a while in that purſuit, when I was ſtop'd by a conſiderable 
eocounter, and luch a one as I ought well to remember. ſince I fill bear the markes of ic, 
and that it colt me more bloud then | had loft in all the reſt of my life, It was the en- 
counter of you and Berenice, Brother, I found you when [ lealt expected it, and I al(o 
found Berenice, bur in {uch a condition as I beleiy'd I neyer could have taken her, O 
Gods ! what were my thoughts when I knew my Princeſs! bur O Gods, what were 
my relentments when 1 ſaw her hanging about the neck, and kifling the face of a man in 
Arſacomes his armour ! I preſently beliey'd that it was he, but knew not how to ima- 
gine my Princels ſhould be guilty ot ſo horrible a lightnels, I Rood a while confidering 
their a&tions, but when | ſaw her continue ſuch extraordinary kindnefſes, as could not 
have been pardon'd if any body but a brother had receiy'd chem, 1 gave my (elf over to a 
rage, which in appearance was but too lawfully grounded. You tound the effects of ic 
dear Brother, as 1 felc thoſe of your matchlefle yalour,. which by a nuniber of very deep 
wounds made me fall upon the ground withour ſenſe, or underſtanding. The con- 
diction I was reduc'd to (1nterupted Prince Oroondates) was no better then yours, and if . 
I had the glory to ſhare equally with you in the eyent of our combat, 1 owe it to thoſe 
you had tough: before, which without doubt could not have left ſo great a vigour as [ 
encountred in that latt. in any other man bur the invincible Arſaces, It my former com- 
bats ( repli'd Artaces ) had caus'd any wearineſs in me, the jealoufie, or rather the fur 
wherewiih L was traniported, baniſh'd it in ſuch maner, and did ſo powerfully redouble 
my forces, that 1 never was treſher, nor in better condition to ditputc my pretenſions 
2gainlt any body elle bu: Ocoondates. In ſhort I. was fallen upon the ground, where 
Criton had me 1n his armes, who that day did me his wonted ſeryices, and who after he 
had long tormented himſelf about me,went to ſeek help either tor my recoyery or buriall, 
When he had gon a little way, he by good chance met a company of horlemen who were 
riding towards Babilon, and haying told them my misfortune in a few words,found lome 
among them ſo generous asto be ſenſible of it, and to offer him their affiltance, They 
were the brave Seleucus, and certain horſemen that attended him, who no ſooner were 
come to the place where I lay, where I had died theearth abour me red with my bloud, 
but they were touch'd with compaſſion, and making me be taken up in lome of their 
cloaks, they caus'd me to be carri'd to a poor mans houle about, ten or twelve furlongs 
from the place where we had fought. Seleucus was lo carefull as to haye my clothes pull'd 
off, andto ſee my wounds himtelf, but he thought chem 1o great, that he conceiv'd 
very little hope of my recovery ; yet would he not leaye me, knowing by many ſigns 
thac I was till alive, and therefore ſent away a maninſtantly to the City, to fetch Chi- 
rurgions With all poſſible ſpeed. Before they came, having tound ſomething in my face 
that made him deſirous to know who | was. he enquir'd ot Criton, who thinking he 
ſhould thereby oblige him to ſuccour me wich the more afteCtion, contented hinvlelf with 
concealing that 1 was Arcaxerxes the ion of Darius, and to!d him I was that Artaces who 
had conquei'd Armibas, and gain'd tome yictories in Scythia. Seleucus had heard of 
Arfaces, and of the firſt things 1 had done in the King of Scythia's ſervice ; wherefore 
being indeed virtuous himlelf, he was perſwaded by lome report of virtue that had run to 
my adyantage. and no ſooner knew that 1 was Arlaces, but inſtead ot the compaſſion 
which had moy'd himto lend me that firlt aſſiſtance 3 he thought himlelf oblig'd by all 
manner of conſiderations to negle& nothing for my latety, and expreſſing a very great 
trouble tor the eltate he ſaw me in,he at the Chirurgions coming promiled them exceſſive 
recompences it they could contribute any thing toward my cure, When they had ſearch'd 
my wounds, they 1aw {mall hope of life, though according to what they 1aid, my lots of 
bloud was caule of their greatelt apprehenſions. Yer did they do their office very carefully, 
and implo1'd all theic skill in drefſing my hurts. and in ferching me to my (ences. Part of 
the night was pas'd when 1 came to my lelt again, bur'with very lictle memory and very 
lite undeiftanding, and the day appear'd before 1 was able rodilcern any obje&. or 
reca'l ro mind any thing that had paſs'd. As loon as I began to haue a licle knowledge I 
turn'd my eyes on eycry fide, and lecing Criton by me, 1 ask'd him where 1 was, he told 
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me the cruth if afew words, and ws Seleucus coming to me ; Courage, (faid 
he) valliant Arſaces, you have perſons a you who are very afteCtionateto your yic- 
we, and wbo laþaur for your health as paſſionately as for their own, He (aid no more,noc 
Raid any longer with me, for fear of obliging me to aniwer him, and Criton having only 
told me that it was Seleucus, and entreated me not £2 ſpeak, went alloout of the chambe; 
wich bim, who was recall'd to Babilon by very preſſing occakons.and who nevertheleſs 
would not go away, till he ſaw me in that degree of amendment, When they had lek me 
alone , 1 was more accompanyed then 1 had been before; Y ou eaſily guefe that the re. 
membrance of my laft encounter came not into my mind, without driving me iato an 
extreamity of grief , and that I could nor call romemory the condition I had found Bere. 
nice in , without falling into anorhe: a thouſand times worle then that , our of which the 
Chirurgions eadeavour'd to recover me by their affiltance. O Gods ! how ſhall Ihe 
able to expreſſe wy violent thoughts , or rather how will you lupply the defe& of my 
diſcourſe , uy ws A pert of them in your imagination ? I cannor repreſent them beer 
to you brother then by your own ; bur yet my ſorruw wanted one conlolation which you 
xeceiy'd in yours , for you could not behieye Stacira to be inconſtant , withour having your 
aſflition counterbalanc'd by a joy at the aſſurance that Statira was a live. Yes, [ re« 
membred that I had found Berenice , but 1 had found her ſo unworthy and fo ſha 
chang'd , that 1 had ieen her give my rivall tayours, the ſmallett part whereof had nexer 
been graunted unto me. I remembred likewiſe that 1 had fallen under the forces ofmy 
riyall , and that remembrance made me doubt whicher it was Arſacomes ; He wore his 
armes he was with Berenice, whom Arſacames had carried away , and with whom Ct 
ton had ſeen hera few dayes before ; but I had found the yalour of that enemy ſo diffe- 
rent from that of Arfacomes , that 1 had much a doe to perlwade my lelf it could be hee, 
unleſſe the Gods to compleat their anger againſt me , had fo augmented his ſtrength, to 
hinder the SatisfaRtion my revenge might have given me. I remain'd uncertain whatto 
believe , but whither i were Arlacomes , or ſome new leryant , I found fo greatcauſeof 
grief and of delpaire in that abominable change , that all I haye told you hitheno ofmy 
former affli&tions, had rouch'd me bur lightly in compariſon of this laft. I could not fancy 
Bernice in the poſture I had ſeen her, holding a man in her armes , and kiffing him with 
that mouth , which had been ſo niggardly to me , eycn then when her fathers conſent 
might haye authoriſed the permiſſion of tuch fayours, withour looſing that little reaſon 
1 had recovered ; and then yeilding to the rage that tranſported me ; Ah! light iaconftant 
woman (cry'd I) by what horrid change haſt thou loſt the remembrance of what thou 
wert heretofore , and the remnants of that yertue which made thee leave a loyerto pur 
thy (clf into the hands of thine enenuies ? Ah ! ifrhou wert to givetby ſelf to Arſacomes, 
thou ſhould't have done it when thou might with lefſe unworthyneſle , and when thy 
infidelicy might haye been juſtified by thy fathers command. Thy crime had been leſſe 
ſhamefull by chat prerence , and by the reproach of thy inconſtancy , thou mightſt have 
ayoyded that of thy diſobedience. After theſe words follow'd whole troups of cruell 
thoughts , and my jealouſy giving fuch ſhaps to all things as were mot ſuirableroit, 
put conceits into my head » Which I ſhould never have tall'n into if I had been in my 
right mind. Ah! withour doubt (taid 1 againe) thy infidelity is not fo new a thing as 
I believed ; that ation of thine before Iffedoa , was an effe& of thy change, and norof 
thy vexiue , nor would'ſt thou ever haye forſaken me to calt thy {elf into the armes 
of that riyall, from whence I had pull'd thee with the perill of my life, ifthe loyerto 
whom thou ran'ſt had not been deater to thee then he whom thou forſookelt. Thou halt 
difſcmbled ſince by Stratoaice's counlell , ro begin to accommodate thy lelfto thy farhers 
humour, and thy flealng away whereby 1 lolt alt my fortune with thee , had not beenſo 
ealily efteRted , if thou thy ſelf had'ſt not conlented to it, Pardon me deare Princefle, 
(puriued Arlaces rurning toward Berenice) pardon me the injury 1 then did your yerwe» 
and conſider that the condition 1 was reduc'd to , made me uncapable of any ſound , or 
realonable judgment , yer did | firrye to repent my opinion , bur could nor doe it withour 
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(ay'd 1 againe immediately afrer)I was not deceiy'd,and Berenice's features are too true- 
ven 1n my memory , to ſufter me to be confer'd in the knowledge of her. I taw her 
bur too plainly , and look'd but too long upon her , to be in doub: whither it were ſhe or 
no. 'Tis ſhe, and ſhe is now in the armes of my riyall, and of my conquerour, and if for+ 
wne ha's dealt any better with him then with me , they now rejoyce together art the 
xigtory hc ha's obtain'd. In this thought ſeing Criton who was come to my bedfide 
zoaine, 1 commanded him to relate the true ifſue of our combat , to tell mc in what con- 
dition I had left my enemy , and what became of Berenice. Sir (faid he) 1 mult confeſſe 
that the diſtance, the trouble I was in during your combacr, and a yaile ſhe had put down 
over her face , hindred me frem knowing it was the Princefle , but the woman that was 
ent while you fought ,no ſooner ſaw your enemy fall , (who ſunk from his horſe at 
the ſame time with you, cither dead , or in the fame cate you were) but ſhe ran inſtantly 
to him, with cryes that came unto my ears as farre as | was off; and ſhe fill was making 
lamentations over him , when I went from you to ſeek for help , but at my return we 
neither found her , nor the body of your enemy, This account of Critons wrought too 
different effe&s upon me , for though it confirm'd my Princeſſes infidelity , it comforted 
me in the beliet that I had ſlain my enemy or at leaſt that he had not gotten an entire 
victory. Then I turned over a thouland leyeral reſolutions in my mind , and though the 
tended all roward aeath , yer the laſt upon which 1 fix'd was that if ic pleaſed the Gods 
I ſhculd eſcape my wounds, I would never dye without being afſur'd ot my reyenge ,or 
without Finiſhing it by another combat , and moreover that I would never dye buc be- 
fore the eyes of the ingratefull Berenice, The Princeſſe who had often bluſh'd during 
Arlaces his diſcourle, could no longer forbeare to interrupt him. Ah ! Arſaces (laid ſhe) 
how ingrateſull were you your ſelf, in thole cruell thoughts you had of me, n—_ my 
humour ſhould haye been well enoughknown to you, to make you believe that no body 
but my brother ought eyer to hope for thole kindnefſes from me , which cauſed your jea- 
louſy. 1f 1 had had any other witneſſes but my own eyes (reply'd Arlaces) I ſhould ne- 
yer haye given credit to them ; but in ſhort I my {elf had icen that that was as bad to 
me as death , and 1 was then ſo unfortunate that the truth of this adventure never camec 
into my thoughts. I rather believed that my deare Brother was no longer in th2 world, 
fince in lo great a reyolution of my ſiſters aftaires,we had not heard the leatnews of him, 
fince upon that of her death, wherein he was much more concern'd then any body elle , he 
had neither appear'd to relieye, nor to revenge her , and ſince my hiter who it was likely 
would beſt have known it if he had been in this country , had not {aid one word to me 
concerning him. This opinion of your death deare Brother , which by little and little 
ſettled ir tel{in my thoughts, was caule of many of thoſe things that have happen'd to me 
fince , and confirm'd me in thedefigne 1 have todye , afſoon as I was certain of my re- 
yenge , and afloon as I had powr'd thoſe reproaches into the ears of Berenice , which I 
thought due to her infidelity, The defire of prolonging my life till 1 could find occafion 
to looſe it in her preſence made me ſuffer the help that was given me , and afſiſt toward 
my recovery as much asthey about me deſired, Seleucus who intereſſed himſelt in ir 
ry condally , came back to me the ſame day , and when once I was in a condition to 
thank him for his care, 1 endeayoured to ler him ſee he took it not of a perlon that would 
eyer become unworthy thereof by his ingratitude. The Chirurgions could nor yet ſet:lc 
any certaine judgment about my cure , but they ſound I was to inconyeniently in that 
lictle houſe and in a ſcuruy chamber where I was almoſt ſuffocated with the exceſſive 
heat of the ſeaton ,that though there were danger in removing me , they beleeved there 
was more in letting me continue in that place. Scleucus whole urgent occafions call'd 
him perpetually to Babilon , and who neyerthelefle could have been glad nut to bee from 
me , contented willing to the propoſition , of carrying me thither , and 1 had given my 
ſelf up ſo wholly to be ordered by them ,that I did not ſo much as enquire what they 
meant to doe with me. 1 knew not whither it was to Babilon , or to ſome other place 
thar they intended to remoye me, but though 1 had known I had preſery'd 1o lictle care 
of my affaires , and of all other thoughts bur thoſe my jealouly in ſpir'd me with , that [ 
ſhould never have oppoſed them. 1 therefore ſuffred them the fourth day to put on my 
cloathes, and lay me1n a litter to carry me to the Town , whither Seleucus going along 
with 
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with me himſelf made me be brought to his own houſe, where I was yery brauely lodg'd, 
and more commodiouſly attended. It {urpriſed me a little to fee 1 was in Babilon \bur 
as 1 haye already told you , my deſpaire {wallow'd up all my former feares of be; 
known , and I judg'd that happen to me what would , my condition could not be worle 
then it was ſince Berenice's infidelity, Yer did I endeavour to free my ſelf from receiyj 
many viſites, and to that end, having madethat requeſt to Seleucus, he promiſed I ſh 
be ſeen bur by yery few. The condition I was in, hindred me from lcing all the prepara. 
tions that were made for defence againſt thoſe forces of yours that began to appeare, and 
Seleucus who by reaſon of Perdiccas his wounds , bore the greateſt weight ot thoſe affai. 
res, knowing my weakneſſe made me unfit for that entertainment , talke nothing of itt 
me, but when by occaſion of diſcourſe he could not ayoyd it. Yet thus much 1 underſtood 
by what I heard him fay,and by what Criton told me,that the Princes Lyſimachus,Pto- 
lomeus , and their companions , had form'd a party againſt Perdiccas and his, for the in- 
terells of the Princeſſes my ſiſters, either dead, or captives, and the juſtice I found ia your 
quarrell,made me forry I was oblig'd to Seleucus, fince he was engag'd among your ene- 
mies, Yet did I flick but lightly upon thoſe confiderations , for a more powerfull grief 
had made me incapable of taking an intereſt in any thing , which concern'd not the cauſe 
of my deſpaire, 1 continued certain dayes without other thoughts {aye thole of my re- 
venge , and of death, the danger whereof according to the Chirurgions opinion , was not 
yet quite oyer, and perchance I ſhould not have admitted any that could haye oblig'd 
me to joyn With either fide if 1 had been fit for ſervice , but for a thing that happendto 
me abour that time. I had ſent Criton to the place where I had fought to enquire after 
Berenice , and my enemy ,and to endeayour to learne ſome thing that might informe me 
what was become of them; bur at his return with the remedy for ” wounds, he brought 
me news Which wakend my interefis powerfully enough , to make me negleG thole of 
our family, to mingle mine with thele of Seleucus. Criton came back to me Brother, with 
the herbe you had giyen him for my cure , told me what had befallen himin your 
Campe , deliyer'd your generous meſſage , ſhow'd me the preſent you had ſent me, and 
aſſured me that you were not Arſacomes. This encounter made me fall into a confuſion 
of thoughts , and into an aſtoniſhment hard to be deſcrib'd , and chough I was gladto 
heare my enemy was ina place where I could meet him , and where we might hayeop- 
portunity to end our quarrel , it was a great difcontent to me to know that by the great- 
nefle of my wounds , 1 ſhould not of a long time and perhaps never , be in a conditionto 
fight with him againe; or that I muſt be faine to be beholding to my enemy for the hea- 
ling ofthem. Seleucus was preſent at Critons coming in , and at the accot:nt he gave me, 
and after haying admir'd your generofity, he knew the Herbe you ſent me, and confirm'd 
the truth of the (tory of Prolomeus. He with a great deale of joy pertwaded me to apply 
it to my Wounds , but the repugnance | had to receive my health from the hands of my 
cruell enemy , made me for along time oppole his deſires , and perhaps I ſhould neyer 
haye conlented , if I had not thought my riyall might attribute that refuſall of his aſſt- 
Nance , to a feare of coming to fight with him againe. 1 judg'd moreoyer that that obli- 
gation, did not engage me to any peace with him , ſince he had no other intention in obli- 
ging me , then that of finiſhing with his hand , what may wounds perhaps were too ſlow 
in cffeCting , and that our hatred being founded upon the poſleſſion of Berenice , and not 
upon any flight formality, it could-end no other way bur by the death of one of us. Thele 
conſiderations made me relolye to ule the preſent he tent me, and turning roward Seleucus 
who preſſed me to it very ernefly : Yes Seleucus (faid I) from whence ſoevyer I receive 
my cure, I accept of it tolerye you , and to acquit my felt of my cbligations to you, Ile 
fight on your fide if I can recoyer my firengrh , and though in my opinion you hayenot 
the juſtelt caule, the remembrance ot what 1 owe to you, and the deſire of taking revenge 
upon my enemy, makes me paſſe oyer that conſideration. Selencus exprefled an exceſſive 
joy when he heard me fay to , and taking me by the hand , which I put forth to him with 
nuuch affection, We have conquered , yalliant Arlaces , (laid he) fince you fay you'l 
fight for us , and you are too accuſtomed to victory , to ler us feare an ill {uccefle of this 
warre while you are of our party. If there be any injuſtice in our quarrel, I proteſtto you 
cis more then I know of, and that 1am engaged init oncly by my frieadſhip ow 
iCCas, 
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diccas , whom I have cyer known too vertuous , to bz ſuſpeRted of thoſe crimes whereof 
his eacnnies accule him, When he had {aid thele words, he cauled that Soyeraigne Heibe 
tobe made ready, bur prelently afrer he began to doubt, whither L might lately ule it, and 
whither 1 ough not to ſulpeR ſome toule play in an enemies preleat, The kaowledge he 
aye me of his feare wrought no effect upon me bur haſtening che Chicurgions to apply 
that remedy. My enemy 1s too gallant (faid [) tobe ſuſpected of fuch a balenefle , and 
if you had teen how he maintatues hus intereſts with his {word , you would nor believe he 
had any need of poylon , or that the ule of it were known to him. On tais manner did 
] accept the prelenc you lent me, and made no —_— ro receive my lite from you, thar 
] might be able to imploy it once more to the deftruction of yours. I conte(le my reio- 
lution was ſome thirg ſtrange in the choice of that party, and chough 1 knew that 1 ow'd 
my life perhaps co Seleucus, and that he continued roengaige me rurther by all kind of 
teftimonies ofhis affeRion that reſpe&t was not [trong enough to make me take np armes 
for men who probably were the enemies of our houle , and che memory of what 1 ow'd 
to my own bloud , and tothe friendſhip of perſons {o nere me , was pow:rfull enough to 
counterbalance my obligations to Seleucus ; but my cnraged paſſion , ttifled ail remem+ 
brances , to thrult me headlong to my revenge , and living tor no other cad buc co dye in 
the pretence of Berenice , after 1 had firſt made an end ot him , who had fo unjuftiy rob'd 
me of he:, 1 ſhut my eyes againlt whatſoeyer reafon and nature could repreſen, Let all 
riſh (taid 1) if the Gods ordaine it fo , fince Bernice is falle; and face I mult no longer 
pe tor that fortune , whereby | have furyy'd the ruine of our houle what is'c to me if 
it be utterly deltroyed , and why ſhould | any more be concern'd at any thing in che 
world , where I am detain'd by nothing ele but my defire of cevenge ! They on both 
ſides are equally my enemies , fince they haye equa.ly endeayoured the dethiuction of 
our family, and that they equally poſſeſſe the Domiaions char were ours; andit' | ought 
to put any difference berweene them , the obligation I haye to Seleucus , ought to make 
it whoily in fayour of his party. Yetdoe 1 neither hght for Seleucus , nor foc Perdiccas, 
agzi2lt Prolom-ns and azainft Lyfimachus , but ainong the enemies of Seleucus , and 
Perdiccas , I eek mine owa moltcruell , and irreconcileable enemy. It the Gods permit 
that I may kill him, 1'le ceaſe to often'd my family , by ceaſing to out live him , and if [ 
periſh by his hand , the end of my taults , and che end of my mis-focrunes , will both be 
zoyn'd togeiher inthat of my lite. Beſides thele thoughts which were in{pir'd into me 
by my deſpaire, Iieflected as much as it would iuffer me , upon many things that confir- 
med me in the defigne of ſerving the party , contrary to that of my enemy ; and though 
I had very jult caules of reſentment againlt Roxana, I imother'd part of thoie | had 
againlt Perdiccas, and could not remember that his loyc had chruſt hum upon actions that 
were ditpleafing to the Queen my filter , without remembring allo .hit boch (he and 
Paritatis, were 1ndebred to him for theic lives. and that bur for the affittance he had given 
them, 1 ſhould haye been the onely perton remaining of the bloud of Darius. Moreover 
Ibeliey'd char the love which he and his brother bore my filters, would eag:ge them tlill 
in their defence , and that if they were at that time in their hands , they were fafer there 
agaicſt Roxana's hatred, then in any other retreat whatſoever. I communicaced none of 
thele thoughts ro Seleucus . though his vertue might have given me a greac deale of cog- 
fidence in him, not thinking it cor.yenient, for the litcle cime 1 had teloly'd ro ave, and in 
the condition | th-n was, to make any turther diſcovery of my elf, I taid rot a word to 
him of my combar againſt Perdiccas nor of with 1 knew of the Princeſſes being a live, 
whom fox all your declaration every body beliey'd dead , or atleaſt taign'd to believe to, 
Perdiccas had neyer fee nemy face , and though we have often met and talked copether 
fince-, he {till continued ignorant that | had ever hd any encounter wich him. Yec you 
ealily imagine that ſo were Roxana and him . and in the middett of to many men , whom 
their incerelt was fure to make my enemies , Icould not be without a great deale of dan- 
ger , bur you alſo kaow , that as 1 car'd but little for my lite , 1 rook but litcle care of its 
conleryation. Yet did I defire (ayming at nothing lefle then my fafery) toavoy'd the 
hght of Roxana , and of all others that could know me ; and Seleucus of whom | dayly 
requeltea that tayour being willing to latisfie me , ordered the macrer fo that 1 was yi- 
{ted by none bur his particular friends, The report neventhelefleof my lying wounded 
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at Seleucus his houſe , began to ſpread about the Town, and that ſmall reputation 1 had 
aind, was cauſe that many had a mind to ſee me. Roxana her elf, who out of cunning, 
, wn thoſe with great civility , whom ſhe ha's a defire to engage in her party , had 
often-times a thought to yihite me;but Seleucus at my cearneſ? intreaty dilwaded her trom 
it , ſaying I was not yet ſo well , as to receiye her viſates without in conveniency. In the 
mean time , Brother , your Medecine had wrought irs uluall efte&t upon me - and within 
ten or twelye dayes after the applying ofthat Herbe, 1 was well enough to leaye my bed, 
Perdiccas who was cur'd almolt about that time, was the ficlt that yihred me,and came 
into my chamber with Seleucus, Alcetas , Caffander , and ſome othei ot the moſt conſi- 
derable among them. He entertain'd me with the civilleſt and molt obliging diſcourſes 
in the world , and told me that my reputation had come to the cars of Alexander , and 
had not onely gaind me the eſteem of ; we Great King , bur of all vertuous perſons what« 
ſever, that he receiy'd the affiftance 1 made him hope for, as the chietelt (tep to victory, 
that he would reſigne me all the authority he held over thole of his party , and that there 
was none among them , who would not yoluntarily ſubmitto me. 1 anlwer'd that ex- 
ceſſe of civility , with all chat 1 had left in the ſorrowfull condition of my heart, and at- 
ſur'd him in a few words, that I would ſerye h:m without any command , and without 
other ambition then that of fighting by Seleucus his fide. After that viſite I receiy'd 
many others from him , but afloon as the forces were come up , finding my ſelf ableto 
leave my chamber, ] pray'd Seleucus I might go out of the Town to encampe with 
them , aud to lye in his tent, which with thoſe of the other Princes , were pitch'a along 
the bank ofthe Euphrates , there I pals'd many tedious dayes , or rather many wear 
ſome mghts, ſince my ſoule was nothing but in darkenefſe or at the beſtenlightned only 
by ſome hope of reyenge. Criton who had already told me , that my enemie was nor 
Arfacomes , confirm'd itto me after he had ſeen him againe with Clitophon , when he 
carri'd him thanks for the fayour he had done me , and 1 was already perſwaded of it, 
the tryall 1 had made of his forces , and by the admirable generoſity of that rivall , who 
inall his ations me thought was yery difterent from Arſacomes : yet though I doubted 
not of what Criton faid , I knew not what to believe , when che report came iato our 
Campe, that a Scythian Prince nam'd Arſacomes, was with our enemies and very much 
confider'd mos. This news , which came to us magny ſeveral wayes, pur meat 
firſt into great diſquiets, to learn the truth of it ; bur in the end I baniſh'd them all , flic- 
king cloſe to my former reſolutions. Let him be Arlacomes (aid 1) or let him be a ſtran- 
ger, *tis ſtill he that takes Berenice from me, and he whom 1 ought co proſecute todeath, 
In the perſon of Arlacomes I ſhall Kill my ancient enemy ,and in that of a ftrarger 
I ſhall puniſh the cruell man , who unjuſtly robs mie , of what he ha's not purchaſed by 
his bloud , and ſeryices as I have dore, and who makes Berenice a thouſand times more 
faulty by ſuch a horrible lightneſle , then if ſhe had give her [elf ro Arlacomes, who ha's 
loy'd and lerv'd her many years. Theſe were my thoughts till the time of my conference 
with Lyſimachus , the day before the battel. Seleucus had told me the Hiltory of that 
Prince , and beſides the eſteem which was cauſed in me by the recitall of his gallant 
actions, the affeRion he had teſtified to my filter , and to all our family , made me yalue 
him exceedingly ; but when I found by his letter that it was he with whom 1 had contra- 
Geda friendſhip at the Temple of Apollo , and afterward by the Riyer-fide , I recieyed 
the occafion of teing him withall the joy I could then be capable of; Y ou from him haye 
heard what paſſed between us, and how our converſation was interrupted ; and from me 
you ſhall heare , that after we parted , the remembrance of h's words , pur me again into 
my former confuſion, and I could not call tro mind what he had faid of the long ſervices 
my rivall had done my Princefſe , without believing it was Arſacomes. The laft ations 
(1aid I ro my lelf) which I did in Scythia , till which my paſſion was neyer opealy decla- 
red , were done too lately to be come to the knowledge of Lyfumachus , and Arlacomes 
his paſſion which ha's been dilcoyer'd theſe ſeayen or eight years , can be unknowne to Bo 
body, but thole that know not him, '*tis Arlacomes without doubt. Criton ha's forgotten 
his teatures , or elle his face is alter'd by his wounds , or by tome other accident, and wich 
his face.the Gods co ruine me , have chang'd his forces, and his courage.'Tis certainly this 
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ch:ain'd that of her , which he never could have done by his ordinary qualities. With 
diſcourſes and thoughts of this nature, I impatiently waited for the next day , wherein 
] hoped to make my revenge famous to eternity ; but being 1 ſought for nothing bur to 
meet my enemy , 1 would nceds have fought as a private man , and 'twas almoſt 
force, that Seleucus prevail'd with me,to ſhare with him inthe command of thoſe troups 
he wasto lead. 1 will not fay any thing to you of that —_— day , wherein after I had 
long lought the ſuppoled Arſacomes , I met him but to my loſle and to my confufien; 
yet you may gueſſe by what I have told you, and by what I attempted, with how great 
an extreamity of angerand affliction I haye been tormented fince, When I knew that 
the Gods had {ay's my enemy from my revenge that ſecond time , I was ready to haye 
turn'd all the effeRs of my delpaire , againſt ſelf , and 'twas with all the difficulty in the 
world , that Seleucus got me to luffer the drefſing of ſome light hurts I had received, 
From my firlt tranſports, I fell into new defignes , and began to condemane the wayes 
1 had taken for my revenge. The injnſtice of the fide I was of , was more known to me 
then it had been before , and when I heard that Prince Oxyartes my unkle , and all thoſe 
that loy'd the memory of Darius , were of your party, and that your intention appear'd 
tome tobe ſuch as you had declared in your Manifefts, I with remorſe perceiv'd that 
my paſſion had made me criminal, and ingrateful , and that my fault was too odious to 
the Geds , to hope they would eyer grant me the revenge laim'd at, and in which 
I had bounded my utmoſt defires. Fight no mere againſt thy freinds , ingrateful Ar- 
taxerxes (laid 1) and give not that adyantage to thine enemy , to ſerye thy houſe , while 
thou art fayouring its enemies. The choice he ha's made of that party,ought to make thee 
bluſh for ſhame , and it he be worthy of chy hatred, by wrongs that are more conſide- 
rablethen the ſeryices he does thy friends , ſet thy ſelfagainſt his perſon alone , without 
fighting Qlill againſt thy neareſt kindred , and againſt thoſe that have taken armes ſor the 
remainders of thy family. Go and diſpatch him in his tent , fince without crime thou 
canſt not Ray here till a ſecond Batraile, and that thy impatiency will not yield to fo lon 

a delay , perhaps the Gods may ſuffer thee to effeR what thou haſt reſoly'd and if they 
have decreed that thou muſt fall, thy death will be more to.thy adyantage that way, then 
ifthou ſhould'ſt receiye it at the head of the enemies of thy houſe , from the hands of 
Oxyartes , or of ſome other Prince of thine own bloud. This defigne was put in execu- 
tion ,and the next day without thinking ſo much as upon Criton , fofarre had my fury 
blinded me , while he was gone to ſome other part of the Campe , 1 put on my armes, 
got on horsback, and being fully reloly'd to be killed, or kill my riyall, I left our Campe, 
and advanc'd dire&ly toward yours. There was little probability 1 could effe& that 
enterpriſe, but the regard 1 had of life, was a great deal lefle , and equally defiring my 
death and my revenge, I ranto both with a like precipitation. 

1 ſhall got need co tell you any more (continued Arlaces) fince you are not ignorant 
of the reſt , and that you know as well as I , the admirable change that ha's happen'd in 
my fortune. Where 1 ſought my cruell enemy, I met my deareſt brother, where 1 ſought 
2 faithlefſe Berenice , 1 tound Berenice (hill conſtant and Rill full of goodnefſe , to pardon 
me the injwics I have done her , and in ſhort where I ſought my death , I found my life, 
but a life happy beyond all my hopes , and a life that makes me bleſſe all my paſt affli- 
Qions, fince 1 tec them brought to ſo ſweet, ſo glorious a concluſion, 
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Hus did the Prince finiſh his long narration , and his illuſtrious hearers , at 
the recitall of his maryecllous a&tions, remain'd 1n an aſtoniſhment , which 
for a long time they could not exprefle otherwiſe then by their filence, They 
look'd a while upon one another , as ifir had been mutually to aske what 

judgement Artaces was toexpedt of thoſe his wonders , and in theend they broak forth 

altogether into an admiration of that Prince's whole life , and of all his particular 
ations  extolling them with prailes which his modeſty could not ſuffer. Yer was ne 
conſtrain'd toler paſſe the firtt motions of thoſe generous perſons , who could nor hold 
their peace having lo great, and fo gullant a ſubject to diſcourle of, After that confuſion 
was alittle over, and that a fino)e body could be heard ; The greatneſſe of thele ations 

(faid Oroondates) which the Prince my Brother hath related , ha's not at all (urprited 

me . for though perchance they are above all that the vertue of any man, without the 

help of torrune , hath ever executed , yet are they not above che opinion I had conceiy's 
of Prirxce Artaxerxes, The Gods have reſtord him zo me (purlued he giving that 

Prince moſt atfectionate embraces) and in reſtoring him contrary to my hopes , they 

havemade knowne to men , what exa@ ob(ervers they are of their promites. The words 

of that Oracle, which we thought to be ſo obicure . are now lufficieatly explain'd , and in 
our latter ations we cannot be ignorant; that THE DEAD, have BUILT 

THE FORTUNE OF THE LIVING, andthar THE Li ViING 

hve labourr'd for the REPOSE OF THE DEAD. While Oronndates 

LIV NG detended Berenice againlt the yiolence of Arlacomes . and deliver'd her 

out of his hands , to reſtore her into thole of Prince Artaxerxes ; A':taxerxes D E A D 

in the opinion of che world . fought alſo tor Oroondares , and by the effects of his uſuall 

v2lour , freed the Queen his filter out of the power of Perdiccas, As the proyidence of 
the Gods in this encounter is wonderful ; fo is the conjunCture of ir likewile yery firange, 
and by this happy beginning , 1 from the tame Gods . and from this D E A D Prince 
they have railed againe » expeRt the end of thac felicity they haye promiſed us with an 
undoubring confidence, They that heard Oroondares his words , after they had kept 
hm company in admiring (o excraordinary an eyenc , confirmed him in his opinion , and 
we e going tofall into a convyerlation , for which they wanted not matter , when Arlaces 
to whom Berenices adyentures were unknowae , and who was therein too much concer- 
ned to b2 ignorant of them any longer ,defired her to fayour him with thar relation , and 
in that dejice he did bur prevent O:ooadates , why knew no mice of them then he, and 
obliged che company wio log'd extreum ?ly to hexce the laſt accidents of chat Princeſſes 
life, ſhe ftaid not to be any longer earreated , but after haying chought a while upon 
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The Continuation of the 
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He whole day ha's been ſpent in Prince Artaxerxes , his flory , but mine ſhall be 
ſo ſhort, that 'tis not the length of it will make it tedious to you. 


I ſhall not need totell you it was Arſacomes that carried me away , ſince 
you are certaineenough of thag truth already, I will onely let you know , that I had pa(- 
ſed part of that fatall night, in which he excecuted his perfidious celolution, with Arlaces, 
Prince Carthafis my unckle , and many other perlons , and that after all were retired to 
their ſeveral lodgings, I inſtead of going to bed , ingag'd my ſelf in a long diſcourſe, 
wherein , though Cyllenia often defired me to goe to bed we ſpenc two or three hours «It 
ſeem'd my evill aeltiny had fo ordain'd , to give my enemies the moxe facility toexecute 
their defigne ; or my good fortune to hinder me from falling into their hands in an unde- 
cent manner. Our converſation at laſt was atan end , and we were beginning to undreſſe 
us to go to bed , when I ſaw my chamber dore thruſt open, and (eaven or eight armed 
men come in, You may well enough imaginein what a teare 1 was . without my going 
about to repreſent it , therefore I will onely tell you that it was ſo great as it deprived me 
of all my ſtrength , and that I ſaw my ſelf in a mans armes , without being abletoreſifi 
him , and almoſt without haying the confidence to call Theomiris , and Cyllenia to my 
celiefe. Yet did I fend forth a. cryes , when they tooke me out of my chamber , which 
drew ſome of my ſeryants who inſtead of reſcuing me , found their death in the ſwordsof 
thoſe Barbarous men. They carried me down the back ſtaires , croſſed through the gur- 
den , and being got out at the hole thry had madein the wall , they put me by force into 
a chariot ,in which I was ſtay'd for by two men , anda woman , and a no looner was 
I in it , but three of thole rayiſhers placing themlelyes by me, the reſt got on horsback, 
and the Charioteer laſhing his horſes, drove away as falt as poſſibly he could, I they fell 
preſently into a ſwoun , as one of greater courage then I might have done, and continued 
lo long init , that we were aboye three hundred furlongs trom Ifſedon before | cameto 
my {elfe againe. I open'd not mine eyes to recover light , the night was too full of dark- 
nefleto aftord any toa perſon blinded with grief , but 1 recoyer'd my underitanding to 
know the miſerable condition 1 then was in,and I open'd my mouthto give my elf over 
touch cryes and ſuch complaints , as it was likely I ſhould make in ſuch a misfortune: 
1 did all 1 could to throw my felfe out of the chariot , but I was held by very flrong 
men , who heard all my cryes , and all my imprecations without giving me any anlwer, 
nor did I heare any other yoice , ſave that of the woman who was in the chariot with me, 
and who endeayour'd to comfort me by diſcourſes to which I lent no manner ofatten- 
tion. In the mean time the chariot went on withan incredible {wiftgefſe , and at break 
of day we came to a place where they took freſh horſes. Arſacomes during the time he 
had to prepare for his defigne, had been carefull ro make them be laid at eyery three hun- 
dred furlongs through all the way he meant to go , judging it requiſite to ule all pollible 
ſpeed , to eicape thoſe that would be ſent inpurtuit of him. He had allo furniſh'd himlelt 
with very $killful guides , and ſuch as were well acquainted with all the Dy -WAayGs, 
through which they led him , bardly ever coming into any inhabired place ; You know 
that's a yery ealy thing in Scythia where the way lies open over all the field , anc wnere 
there is neither ditch nor wall to hinder- one, The freſh hortes expeRted our paſſage 1 
woods , orin by houſes known to our guides , and by this order which was obtrv'd 
through all our journey , Arlacomes found as much facility as he could with to get to 
Byzantium, whither he intended to retreat , and whither he had ſeat a man to defire pro- 
ecCtion, knowing he could make no abode, nor find any fafery in any of my fathers (©) 
tories. This kaowledge had made him refolye to retire amorg the enemics of Scy:hu3,and 
he had pertwaded the Lieutenant of Thrace , Zopirio's tucceſlor , to receive and protect 
him, having promiſed to Raiſe a party in Scythia, chat mighr be powertuli ngvs; 0 
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revenge for the defeate of his predeceſſor. 1 haye thought fit to inform you of theſe things 
in a few words , before I tell the begiaaing of my voyage, and now I will let you know 
thar after the reſt of that firſt night was paſt, I by the leh of the approaching day percei- 
yed my lelf in Arſacomes his armes, and knew the face of my enemy whotill then had 
not diſcover'd himſelf , nor had eyer opend his mouth to interrupt the lamentations | had 
made. I learn'd nothing by that fight, which was aot knowne to me already by all man- 
ner of probability z yer could I not forbeare to break into a greater ſorrow then before, 
and my ayerſion to that infolent man, being increaſed as you may imagine by this laſt 
offence , made his preſence inſupportable to me. Another woman tranſported as | was, 
would have flowa immediately at his face , and would haye imploy'd her hands, and all 
the armes that nature hath given us , to take revenge upon 10 __ an enemy , or elle to 
exaſperate his anger ; but I am not of {o yiolenta nature, and therefore left that onely to 
my cryes, and teares , which I could not hope for from my forces. Traytour (faid I bur- 
fling forth into teares ) Traitour tothy King , to thy Country , and to thine honour, is ic 
thus thou uſelt the daughter ofthy Soveraigne? and a Princeiſe to whom thou did'ſt pro- 
feſſe thy ſelfe ty'd by other duties then thoſe of her birth? are thele the braye effects of 
that or fog which had made thee not to know thy (elf, and of that love, which raiſed ” 
prelumpruous thoughts ſo high ? is it poſſible it (ould make thee (toope to fo black , ſo 
ſhametull a treachery ? doeft thou think this infidelity to thy King , and to a King who 
ha's ſo particularly oblig'd thee can remaine unyuniſhed ? and canſt thou belieye thou 
ſhall'*c eicape the jultice of the Gods , though thou fave thy ſelf from chat of men ? 
I iaid a gicat deale more to him , and powr'd forth reproaches which he hearken'd to 
without interrupting me ; But when 1 was a little fectled , or ar leaſt when being 
tyr'd wich long {peaking . and tormenting my ſelf, I was conftraind to hold my peace and 
take breath ; Madame (aid he) I ſhould find a great deale of juſtice in your reproaches, 
ard ſhould condemne this laſt ation of mine F had done it in a lefſe extreamity then 
that you had reduc'd rue to, and if a ſervice of eight years and a ſervice paid with as much 
relpeR, & ſubmiſſion as you could defire, were not enough to juſtify this effeRt of my del- 
pate. Solong as I had any hope, you neyer ſaw me abule the Kings tayour toward me, 
nor licence my {elf to any liberty that cou}d diſpleaſe you ; but when I loſt my hopes, 
both by your cruell obſtinacy , and by the Kings diſhonourable change, I ro extreame 
mis: fortunes apply'd remedies of the tame nature , and would nor leaye unto my riyall, 
what was due to me, both by my lervices , and by the King your fathers promile. In 
ſhort Madame, I have done nothing that I can juſtly repent of, nor for which I ought to 
feare any reproach, and rather then leaye you to my riyall , I would not onely have pul- 
led you out ofthe Kings own armes , but would eyen have facrific'd himſelf ro my law- 
full reſeatments . have made the whole Kingdome periſh , and have fer all Scythia on 
fire if it had been in my power. Ah! thou unworthy man (reply'd I) if thou could'ſt 
not endure to leaye mein the hands of thy rivall , thou ſhould'i haye pulled me our of 
them , as once he pull'd me our of thine ; thou ſhould'ſt have undertaken that againſt him 
alone , which he undertook againlt thee at the head of thine army ; and thou ſhould'ſt 
haye diſputed me like a Prince , and like a vaſliant maa as he is , fince thou knew'lt he 
neyer would haye refuſed thoſe occaſions. 1 would willingly haye made uſe of them 
(faid Arſacomes) if they could have been any advantage to my paſſion , and as yal- 
liant , and as fortunate as Arlſaces is , he never ſaw me run away from him , nordid 
the Scythians eyer ſee Arſacomes turne his back in the greateſt dangers ; bur if I had 
fought with Arlaces , Berenice would not haye beecn the prize of my victory , ſince the 
Kings injuſtice had otherwiſe diſpoled of her , and that by his expreſſe command he 
had utterly extinguiſh'd all my hopes : By taking chat courſe , though I might have 
reyeng'd my felt upon mine enemy , 1 had not obtained my Princefle ; but by this 
I have follow'd. Berenice is mine, and Arlaces is more cruelly puniſhed , then if 
I had given hima thouſand. deathes. Berenice thine ? (cry'd I interrupring him) Bere- 
nice thine ? Ah ! never hope it , and fince thou haſt ſeen her reſilt her fathers will , while 
he was lo fat blinded as to fayour thee, and while thou wert lefſe criminall then now 
thou art, be ccrtaine that ſhe knows well enough how to defend her ſelf by her death, 
againſt thy yiolence, 8nd againſt thy pertecutions , and that to long as (he lives , ſhe will 
neyer 
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never look upon thee as other then a monſter , and as an enemy black with the baſeſt of 
all crimes. Time (replyed Arlacomes ) and the continuation of my reipe&ts , will 
without doubt abate your unjult anger , and you will ceaſe to hate me, when you come 
to conſ;der , that *cis the exc le # my love which forces meto diſpleaſe you, in taking 
you away from a rivall more fortunate then Iam ; but which ſhall;never make me 
go beyond the limits of that reſpe& I owe you , and which ſhall eyer leaye you the ſame 
empire oyer me, you had inthe Court of the King your father. By thele words Ar- 
facomes ſtrove to appeaſe and comfort me , but all his endeayours were to no purpoſe, 
and as often as he opend. his mouth to ſpeake to me , he receiy'd noother antwer bur 
reproaches , and imprecations. I continued almoſt two whole dayes , before I would 
cate any thing inthe world , and certainly 1 ſhould have killed my felt with hunger, 
rather then have fram'd my ſelf to live with my cruell enemies , if 1 had not hoped 1 
ſhould be retien'd , and if I had not expeRed marycilous effects from Arlaces for my 
deliyerance. Arlacomes to uſe me wich the more decencie , and not to keep a Princeſſe 
of my quality alone among a great many men , had taken care ,as I have told you , tg 
provide a woman to ſerve me. I knew her well cnough having ſeen her often withthe 
Princefle of the Ifledons Arſacomes his mother , but though ſhe did me all the lervice 
ſhe was able, with a great deale of cunning , and in ſhow with a great dealc of affe. 
Rion , 1 could not yeceive it but as from my morrall enemy , and whereloever | look'd 
upon her , the remembrance of Theomirus and Cyllenia whoſe confolations would 
ble been fo ſweet to me in that condition , drew new teares from my eyes, and new 
ſighes from my atflicted heart. Alas ! how often d1d I name Arlaces ? and how often 
did I call him unprofitably to my affiltance ? 1 made no difficulty at all of it before Ar- 
{acomes himlelt and I fo little fear'd to diſpleate him , that I never uted any conſtraint 
upon my ſelf ro {mother my juſt reſentments, His whole traine confifted of ten men whom 
hc had choſen among thote that were moſt Faithfull ro him , three of which were inthe 
chariot withus , and the reſt follow'd it on horsback ; he of whom he made mot account, 
was Aſtiages the wickedeſt of all men living,and one who having left his country where 
he was born , for many crimes he had commitced , and particularly tor the death of his 
brother , which he had cauſed by his milchieyous praCtiſes , had taken refuge in Scythia, 
where he had found a retreat with Arlacomes , during the time he was in tayour, *Twas 
he who had diſcoyer'd Arſaces, and who remembring the face of Artaxerxes whom he 
had often cen in the Court of the King his farher . had more conſidered the recompences 
he hoped for from Arlacomes , that the fidelicy he ow'd to his lawtull Prince, and afcer 
he had told him ofit , went by his orders to the King , declared the cruch of Arfaces birth 
to him , took upon him to know the intentions that had brought him into Scythia , and 
by his dilcourſe made thole cruell impreſſions in the Kings mind, which afterward cauled 
lo many diſorders . He after Arſaces his return , and his reconciliation with the King had 
retird to one of Arſacomes his houſes , not being able to look on the face of his Prince 
whom he had betray'd ; but from the time Arſacomes left the Court , he had been with 
him againe,and by his periwaſions had Rrengthen'd him in his wicked intention, and had 
counlell'd him to goe to Byzantium , where by meanes of his acquaintance he aflur'd 
him of a ſafe retreate. 'Twas that wicked fellow that perſecuted me moxe then all the reſt, 
and thinking thereby to gaine himſelf more favour with Artacomes , he wrought ſuch an 
averſion in me, that I was not able to endure him. 1 will not trouble you with the dif 
courſes we had by the way , and you ſhall cnely know that we arriy'd at Byzantium 
without any hindrance. Eurimedon was Lieutenant there for Alexander , under Prince 
Lyſimachus who was Vice roy of Thrace, but he being abſent wich the King, Eurimedon 
was ablolute in Thrace, and in the Boſporus ; Aſſoon as he heard of Arlacomes his arri- 
yall, he received him in a very obliging manner, and by word of mouth confirm'd what- 
ſoever he had promiſed to his meſſenger , I was eyer well log'd , and Eurimedon having 
taken care to turniſh me with other women, I was ſery'd as well as I could have defired, 
if it had not been by. enemies. Arlacomes dayly imploy'd all his eloquence,and all his 
cunnirg to work upon me , he bethought himlelf of all che ſubmiſſions whereby an ex- 
a\peraced mind could be appealed , and made no difhculty of (uffering any thing, except 
the propolation of my reuun, and of my liberty. The impudent Altiages Sallicited con 
eycry 
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every day to favour him, and perſwaded me that in the condition I then was, nothing 
could be of greater advantage to me than to marry Arſacomes ; he told me it was not 
my beſt courſe to drive a Prince into diſpair, who had power to do what he pleaſed him- 
ſelf, and that a lover reduc'd to the laſt extremities was capable of doing any thing ; but 
| repulſed chat perfidious man with ſuch words, as if he had had any ſhame in/him would 
have ſerv'd his turn for ever. Eurimedon himſelf at firſt ſpake fe Arſacomes with a 
great deal of earneſtneſs, and ſtrove to win me to an opinion that I ſhould not be unfor- 
tunate with a Prince that adored me, and in whoſe ſavour he offred me his proteRion a- 
gainſt all Enemies whatſoever, and part of Alexanders Forces againſt Arlaces, and a- 
cainſt the King my father, if he diſapprov'd my change. He indeavovr'd alſo tocomfort 
mein my ſorrow by all manner of civility, but when Fe found me inflexible, and not to 
be comforted, he ceaſed to trouble me any more. I for a while believ'd that the compaſſi- 
on he had of my misfortune, or the reſpe& he had of my perſon, had made him cooler 
towards Arſacomes, and with that conceit, I indur'd his company more willingly than 
before, but within a little after I perceiv'd that alteration proceeded from another cauſe, 
and by his looks, and by all bis a&tions, I found that his own intereſts had made him for- 
thoſe of Arſacomes. In brief, by an effe&t of my deſtiny either good or bad, Eurime- 
, fell in love with me, and 1 ſaw my ſelf expoſed by my cruell fortune, to ſuffer the af- 
ſe&tion of a man of meaner birth, and of meaner quality than Arſacomes. He for ſome 
days ſpoke nothing to me of his paſſion but in ambiguous terms, yet within a while after, 
the power, he ſaw he had, made him grow inſolent, and not onely took away all 
the reſpect he had born to my quality, but alſo the conſideration he had of Arſacomes, 
and the promiſe he had given him. The tirſt time he explain'd himſelf to me, 
wasafter a diſcourſe we had of my misfortunes, and having quietly hearken'd tothe 
complaints I made, Madam, (ſaid he) you are not ſo unfortunate as you believe, and if 
you were but of an humour to diſcern thoſe perſons that have an ambition to ſerve you, 
trom thoſe that have offended you, your miſeries would not be of any long continvance. 
Theſe words, into the meaning whereof I did not dive at firſt, gave me ſome glimpſe of 
hope, and being deſirous to keep the good will of a man who had power to oblige me ; 
Do not doubt Eurimedon (ſaid 1) but that I am as ſenſible of courteſies, as 1 can be 
of injuries, nor but that I would fully acknowledge thoſe 1 ſhould receive from 
virtuous perſons. If it be ſo, (replied he) Eurimedon will be the happieſt man in 
theworld, and you ſhall not be the moſt unfortunate Princeſs. 1 know what I ow to 
Arſacomes, = to the laws of hoſpitality ; bur 1 alſo know what I ow to Berenice, and 
tomy ſelf; and though 1 ſhould commit a fault, that paſlion wherewith Arſacomes co- 
vers 'by may more reaſonably excuſe thoſe of Eurimedon. Theſe words, wherein there no 
longer was any ambiguity, cauſed a diſdain in me which I cannot expreſs, and if Eurime- 
don look'd then upon my face, I am confident he ſaw it overſpread with a colour that 
was not ordinary. Go Eurimedon JS I ] go declare your paſtion, to others than the 
daughter of the King of Scythia, and redouble not by your inſolence the afflictions of a 
Princeſs, whom you ought not to behold bur with reſpedt. Though Eurimedon was daſh'd 
atthis Reply, yet would he have ſpoken again, bur I gave him not the leiſure, for going 
away without ſo much as caſting an Eye toward him, I ſhut my ſelf upinto my Clofſer. 
Imagine the complaints I made after this laſt effe&t of my misfortune, and ſpare me the 
pains of repeating them ; *twas not without a very ſenſible diſcontent that 1 confider'd 
that new Conqueſt, nor wasit without a great many tears that Ilook'd upon the miſery 
of my condition, which forc*d me to receive declarations of love from a man of Euri- 
medon's birth. Ah ! Artaxerxes, | faid I | what an unworthy Rival has my hard fate pro- 
cur'd thee? and how much thou wouldſt be aſham'd, if thou knew'ſt my miſery, to have 
a petty Lieutenant of a Province, thy Competitour in affe&tion,thou to whom a hundred 
Provinces, and ten thouſand cubjeds more conſiderable than this Rival ought to yield 
obedience. This remembrance made Eurimedon mote odious to me than Arſacomes, 
and though according to the Rules of Prudence, I ought perchance to have diſſembled 
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diſcourſe with Eurimedon, as carefully as with Arfacomes, yet for all I ſhunn'd him. 1 
could not keep him off, but growing more inflam'd by that reſiſtance, he omitted nothin 
that could advantage his Deſign, and having found me one day alone at my Cloſſer 
window, whither he came to me ſo ſuddenly that 1 had not time to get away. Ma L 
[ſaid he |itis in your own power to be at liberty,and Sovereign in Byzantium ; and if 1you 
did not diſdain my ſervices, and my perſon, 1 wou!d quickly revenge and free youfrom 
the tyranny of Arſacomes. Although I bated Arſacomes, as you well may judge, Icon. 
feſsI abhorr'd the falſeneſs of Eurimedon, who voluntarily offred to betray a man that 
had truſted him with his life, and with that which was deareſt to him. This knowled 
made me hate him, and depiſe him the more ; but thinking 1 ſhould be unwiſe to negle& 
the means of recovering my liberty. If you will ſerve Berenice, | ſaid I | as virtue obliges 
you to do, the Gods will recompence ſo -_ an Action, and the King my Father will 
neither want power, nor will to acknowledge it. I defire nothing bur Berenice, { replied 
he | for the price of her liberty, and for a leſs Recompence than that, I would nor under. 
take a thing which in appearance is worthy to be condemn'd. Perchancel am not ſo de. 
ſpicable as you believe, for though rhe Gods have not made me owner of a Crown, Iam 
allied to thoſe that are, and I ſerve a Maſter from whom I may poſſibly hope for one. 
Serve that Maſter then in that —_ ee ], being extremely vext | but never ſerve ſach x 
Miſtris as Berenice, with hope of a Recompence that 1s too far above you. With theſe 
words | left him, and though he follow'd me to proſecute that diſcourſe, I no lon 
would afford him any attention. He was not at all the colder for my diſdain, but his nal 
on rather increaſing to my misfortune, he every day gave me ſo many ſigns of its 
violence, that I had a great deal of reaſon to fear it might make him at laſt abuſe 
his power. He began not 'ong after to threaten me with it, or at leaſt to make me 
know by his diſcourſe, that I ſhould not do well to drive a man into diſpair, who was 
able to do whatſoever he would, and that perhaps he could not always continue ſo much 
maſter of himſelf, as he had been ſince the beginning of his love, and in the endit 
blinded him fo far, that loſing all manner of diſcretion, it came at laſt to the kn 
of Arſacomes. He was moſt violently tranſported when he perceiv'dit, and as ſoon #s 
that belief was ſettled in his minde, rage and indignation entred ſo powerfully with it, 
that he was ready to BY and kill Eurimedon, though he ſaw his infallible ruine in that 
Aion; Aſtiages diſlwaded him from that furious Reſolution, and if his words were 
not able to moderate that fury, they at leaſt wrought ſo far as to make him hearken to 
leſs deſperate Propoſitions. Neither of them doubted but thatthere was a neceſſity of 
leaving Byzantium, and of _— a ſafer Retreat otherwhere, but they were a long time 
ere they could think of one, and that uncertaitity kept them for ſome days inav 
great trouble. In the end Aſtiages thought he had light upon what they ſtudied for, 
made a motion to Arſacomes which he gave earto, it not is without ſome ground of 
Reaſon. Sir, | faid he | ſince = can finde no fafety in Scythia, nor with any of the 
neighbouring Princes, whom the conſideration of Matheus would hinder from proteR-. 
ing you, make your Retreat to Alexander, he is no friend to the King of Scythia, having 
loſ two Armies, and two Generals againſthim, and without doubt nothing but his great 
imployments have made him defer the Deſign he has to invade his Territories ; if youre- 
tireto him, and let him know that by the credit, and by the intelligence you hold in Scy- 
thia, you can facilitate his Conqueſt of it, henot onely will hearken to your Propoſition, 
and receive you very favourably, but will conſider you as a Prince ufefull to the augmen- 
tation of his greatneſs, and prote& you againſt the King of Scythia, and againſt all Ene- 
mies whatſoever. Moreover when he ſhall hear that your Rival isthe ſon of Darius,whoſe 
Empire he now is Maſter of, and who while he is alive may trouble him in that poſſeſſi- 
on, you need not queſtion but he will help you againſt him with all his power, and uſe all 
the ſtrength he has to ruine him. Having Alexanders affiſtance and proteRion, thereis 
nothing any more to be fear'd, for your chiefeſt Enemies will be too weak to hurt you, 
when once you are ſo powerfully ſupported ; he readily will give you Berenice, and if to 
the intereſt of your love, you deſire to joyn that of your Revenge, you may ask him 
juſtice againſt Eurimedon's infidelity. Arſacomes approv'd ſo well of this counſel of 
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brac'd the giver of it, = began to deliberate what courſe they ſhould take to eſcape 
from Byzantium, not doubting, but it urimedon ſhould ſuſpect their intent, his love 
would make him oppoſe my departure, and perhaps thruſt him upon worſe Retolutions. 
\When they had long conlulted, they at laſt agreed that Aſtiages, by a conſiderable ſumm 
of money,ſhould gain the Maſter of one of thoſe Barques, that al to carry perſons over 
the paſs at Byzantium, that after having won him to his devotion, he in the night ſhould 
carry over the Chariot, and the Horſes that had brought us, which ſhould be left on the 
other ſide the water, under the cuſtody of ſome of his ſervants, and that the next night 
following, they ſhould get me out of my Lodging, to go over all together in the ſame 
Barque. They found no great difficulty in this Deſign, becauſe Eurimedon miſtruſted no- 
thing, and becauſe I ever had the liberty to go abroad whitherſoever Arſacomes would ; 
belies, by reaſon of the tranquility they were in at that time, there was no Guard kept 
either at the Gates or Haven, ſo that if Eurimedon were advertiſed of their Enter- 
iſe, it wasnotealle for him to prevent it. Aſtiages went away immediately about it, 
and had as fortunate ſucceſs as he could wiſh, that very day he gain'd the Maſter of a 
Barque by a conſiderable Preſent, and having diſpoſed him to all that he defir'd, he at 
night ſent the Chariot over and the Horſes, which he truſted tothe care of three of Ar- 
ſacomes his ſervants, who by his dire&ion ſet them up in one of thoſe houſes, that are 
about fifty furlongs from the little Town on this fide of the water. Arſacomes paſſed 
the next day in a great deal of fear and impatiency, and when night was come, Eurime- 
don and he ſtaid in my Chamber till the hour I was wontto retire ; then they both with- 
drew together, but Eurimedon went to his Lodging, and Arſacomes, having walk'd two 
or three turns in my Gallery, came again into my Chamber with Aſtiages ; his Return 
cauſed ſome apprehenſion in me, not being uſed to ſee him come back at ſuch an hour ; 
but he quickly put me out of doubt, and coming to me with ſomething a troubled coun- 
tenance ; Madam, (faid he) all your ſervants are not fo full of reſpe& as Arſacomes, for 
though the power my fortune has given me, has not made me forgertull of that I ow you, 
Eurimedon cannot fay the ſame ; he is reſolv'd, Madam, to take that by violence, which 
he has not been able to obtain by perſwaſion, and if you ſtay here but a day longer, you'l 
feel the effeQs of that Authority you now areunder. I know I ſhall die in your defence, 
but my death wiil not beable to ſecure you ; therefore I had rather give upall my hopes, 
and carry you back to the King @ father, than leave you tothe mercy of this faithleſs 
man. Difſembling Arſacomes had coined this invention for fear 1 ſhould cry out, or 
make any noiſe when he ſhould take me out of my Chamber, and the ekdy I 
found in what he faid, by the knowledge I had of Eurimedon's paſtion, made me imme- 
diately believe him. I praiſed the Gods for putting him into ſo good a minde, and look- 
ing upon him with a countenance very different from what I ordinarily afforded him ; 
If it be true (faid 1) that you will reſtore me to the King my father, not onely he and I 
will pardon you the faults you have committed againſt us, but you will recover the ſame 
place in his affe&tion you heretofore injoy'd, and ſhall obtain as great an one in my ac- 
knowledgement and in my eſteem, as you in reaſon can deſire. 1 am fully reſfoly'd up- 
on't, (replied Arſacomes) and though I knew you were left to me for ever, I had rather 
loſe you by doing you ſervice, than abandon youto treacherous Eurimedon. But Ma- 
dam, (continued he) we muſt fly without any longer delay, for if we ler paſs this night, 
without imploying it to ſave you, there will be no poſlibility to do it to morrow. I am 
ready Arſacomes, (replied 1) nor ſhall I be leſs joy'd to ole the tyranny of Eurime- 
don, than to return to the King my father. We muſt away then inſtantly, (faid he) all 
things are prepar'd for our departure, and wait for us at the Gate of the City. There 
was no body in my Chamber at that time, but the Woman that came along with me out 
of Scythia, for I had ſent away thoſe Eurimedon had put to me. Wherefore ſeeing I had 
free paſſage our, I m—_— laid hold of that occaſion to ſave my ſelf, and not being 
frighted with the night, which might have cauſed ſome apprehenſion in me, I gave Arſa- 
comes my hand more willingly than ever 1 had done in all my life, and let my ſelf be 
guided by him without any Torch, ſince in the Deſign we had, darkneſs was more favour- 
able to us than light. We got out of the houſe without any hindrance, and went a 
foottill we came to the Haven, I was fo little acquainted with the ſtreets, that I never 
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perceived my errour , but when | ſaw my ſelf at the water ſide, and that Arſacomestook 
me in his armsto carry me intothe Bark that ſtaid expecting us, 1 found I had been de. 
ceiv'd, and recalling my firſt reſentments againſt Arſacomes. Ah ! Traitour (cry'd 
how much was 1 to blame, to believe thou couldſt be capable of any vertuous motion, and 
how fooliſh I was, to give credit to the words of ſuch a faithleſs man ? Thou hadſt found 
a friend of Eurimedon very like thy ſelf, bur ſince | was to periſh by the infidelity of one 
of you , thou ſhouldſt have let me dye at Byzantium , without drawing out my misfor. 
tunes longer by thy perfidiouſnels , Arſacomes received theſe words, as he was wont 
to do thoſe he had ordinarily from me , and received that loſs of my hopes with 
an affliction that was like to have brought me to my grave. In the mean time 
our Bark put off from the ſhore , and within a while after came to the other (ide. 
j was taken out of it in ſpite of all my complaints, and put into the Chariot that 
waited for us; we had no freſh horſes to change, and therefore were fain to travel more 
ſlowly than we had done in Scythia , and indeed there was not ſo much danper for Arſz. 
comes and his crew , becauſe the ſecond day we got out of Eurimedons juriſdiction, 1 
was in eternal lamentations all the way , my tears ran down inceſſantly , and in whatfo. 
ever Arſacomes ſaid to comfort me , 1 ſtill found new matter of affliction. Within a few 
dayes 1 learn'd that Arſacomes his purpoſe was to retire to Alexander ; and as he had 
found ſome probabilities of ſertling his Fortune by that deſign, I alſo found ſome hopeof 
conſolation in it. 1 knew that Alexander was a generous Prince, an Enemy to thoſe 
that were Traitours to their Princes , as he had ſhowed in puniſhing Beſſus ; that he had 
a great deal of conſideration of perſons of my ſence, and quality , and moreover that he 
had married Statira , to whom my Brother had been extreamly dear , and who wasthe 
Siſter of Artaxerxes,to whom I was ſo, and from whom they had taken me away; hoped 
that by diſcovering my ſelf to that = ueen , by giving bo the relation of her Bro- 
thers life, and by —_—_— know how much he was concerned in my loſs , I ſhould make 
her take ſo much intereſt in my Fortune , as to grant me her protection , and to procure 
the King her husbands. This thought did ſomething allay my diſcontents , and gave me 
ſtrength to go through that journey. We overcame it without any other trou- 
bles ſave thoſe of my afiited mind , and we croſſed through Provinces, and ſaw Towns, 
whoſe names I know not. At laſt we arrived in this Countrey, but at our arrival ,we 
heard that Alexander was dead the day before , which news deprived Arſacomes of all hs 
hopes , and put him to think upon other reſolutions. He would not go to Babylon, 
which he heard was in great troubles , by the contzſtations that aroſe upon the death of 
Alexander , but Aſtiages,who was in his own Countrey , provided a place for himtore- 
tireto , and brought us to the houſe of a Couſin of his, not above a hundred furlongs 
from this place , and about fifteen or twenty from the Euphrates ; we were very well 
received there by the Maſter of the houſe , who ſhowed an exceſs of joy to Aſtiages for 
his return,and for his friends fake offered Arſacomes all the ſervices he could defireof him. 
His houſe was very well built , and ſtrong enough to make ſome reſiſtance in it, beſides, 
it was far from any high way , encompaſſed with woods and very little in ſight ; we ſpent 
ſome dayes there with conveniency enough to my perſecutors, but with ſo great a fad- 
neſs to me, as was like to have put an end to all my miſeries with my life. Ah! Arfaces, 
how often did I complain of you , when I ſaw my ſelf deprived of the relief I had expected 
from you? andthen again, how often did I excuſe you, when I remembred the order Ar- 
ſacomes had taken in Scythia, to keep you from knowing whither we were gone ? Then 
from the complaints I had made againſt you, I fell into lamentations for you, and not 
doubting but that you loved me well enough to ſeek after me , I could not think of the 
grief my loſs had cauſed in you , without becoming as ſenſible of your ſorrow as of mine 
own. Thad paſſed ſome dayes in theſe afitions , when opportunity made me under- 
take a thing above my ordinary courage. The knowledge Arſacomes had, that I was of 
no very adventurous humour , notrkin leſs carefull in keeping me, than he had been 
when he took me, and ſeeing me now in a ſtrange Countrey , where I knew no 
creature in World , he left meat greater liberty than before. The feaſon then was very 
hor, and being got up one morning before day, to take the cool air at a window that 
look'd into the garden , 1 ſtood there for a while nuſing upon my ſtrange misfortanes,; 
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but ſcarce had the firſt beams of the approaching light difcover'd the proſpe& of the 
field, when that ſight made me think upon my liberty. That window was low enough to 
ſlipdown into the garden , by tying my ſheets to the bar of it, and I knew there was a 
gate which gave paſſage our of the garden into the next wood , and which was faſten'd 
onely with a bolt on the infide. Then I believed, that if by that means I could get forth, 
| ſhould find ſome way to get to Babylon , where I might addreſs fy felf to Queen Sta- 
tyra, at whoſe feet I hoped to meet a ſanEtuary. This thought was hardly come into my 
mind, when 1 reſolved to put it in execution ; knowing, that 1f I ſhould be raken again, my 
condition could not be worſe than it wasalready. The woman that came out of Scythia 
with me, lay in my Chamber, but ſhe was then alleep,and uſed alwayes to ſleep ſo ſoundly, 
that one could not waken her without a very preat noiſe; that alfieence made me much 
the bolder , and ſo going to my bed-fide as ſoftly as poſſibly I could , I got me ready in 
haſt, and raking my ſheets, tied them to one another, and having faſten'd them to the 
window , the deſire of liberty ſhut up my gr ty all manner of danger. I skip'd down 
into the garden as happily as 1 had contriv'd , and being gotten our, | put my ſelf, though 
not without extream fear, into the firſt path I mer, hoping 1 ſhould quickly find ſome 
body or other , that might dire&t me the way to Babylon. I had thrown my yail over 
my kice , and thouph I trembled exceedingly for the danger I was in of making ſome ill 
encounter , yet did I go ſo faſt, that I preſently got a good way fromthe houſe, and my 
legs little accultomed to ſuch journeys , were —_ ed, and ſtood in need of reſt 
tocarry me further. I was conſtrain'd therefore to ſit down under certain trees, where 
while I endeavoured to unweary my body , my mind was perplext with terrible diſquiets; 
my fear then began to make me ſee the greatneſs, and difficulty of the buſineſs I had un- 
dertaken, I conſidered the dangers into which a maid all alone, and a maid apparrel'd 
inahab rich enough to be obſery'd, might fall, as well in the remainder of the way I had 
to go, as at my entring into the Town "Vefore I could get unto the Queen. But all the 
evils my fear could repreſent, ſeem'd leſs to me than that I led from, nor did I know any 
peril ſo great, into which I would not have caſt my ſelf, to eſcape the hands of my cruel 
Enemy. That defire renew'd my ſtrength , and I roſe up again with a deſign to think 
no more of reſting till T came to Babylon. I had met with no body to learn the way, but 
I ſaw the Euphrates within a tndred paces, and knowing it ſtood upon! that River , [ re- 
ſolved to follow the bank of it at a little diſtance, nor had I walk'd very long, when I di- 
ſcovered the Towers of that ſtately Citie. My hopes were redoubled by that fight , but 
alas ! they were cruelly decerved, for when I had not above cight or ten furlongs mote ts 
80,1 heard a noiſe behind me,and turning my head in a mervellous fright, I ſaw Arſacomes 
riding after me as faſt as ever he could, it was the day he killed Arſaces his horſe,anid *t was 
after me he was running , when he met Arſaces, and Lyſimachius by the River ſide,and by 
that encounter interrupted their converſation. Judge if you pleaſe of the exceſs of my 
Frick , at that cruel loſs of the hope I had conceiv'd , and exempt me from repeating 
complaints I made, and the reproaches of Arſacomes. He took me in his arms with- 
out alighting, and lifting me with a great deal of ſtrength , ſet me before him upon his 
horſe, and pallop'd back roward the houſe from whence I was flyitig , but he followed not 
the bank of the River, for fear of ſome encounter that might ſtop hith , and preſently af- 
ter having met —_ who was riding after him, hedid not want a guide to find the 
way. My ungratefull fugitive (faid he to me) you ſee the Gods have not approved yout 
fight , ſince they have ſolittle favour'd it, and you may judge by the little cate they 
have taken to deliver you out of my hands, how much they blame, and coridemne 
our cruelties. I was ſo dejeRted with my grief, and fo tired with my journey, that I had 
hardly ſtrength to give him any anfier , and if I reply'd ſometimes to what he ſaid, 'twas 
onely with a few interrupted words, whereby my refentments expreſſed themſelves better 
than by any other kind of diſcourſe, It ſhort, was brought again to that houſe, or ra- 
ther to that cruel priſon, where ſince have paſſed ſo many wretched dayes. Arſac6res 
— by this accident , atid by the unlucky miſchance of Alexandets deach, 
which deprived him of the hope of that retreat, and proteQion he had expeRed from hith, 
but more by the petnictous counſels of Aſtiages, who incited him continually to make uſe 
of his power, and who could not forbear, even in my preſence, to blame the remainder 
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of that reſpe& he ſtil] had toward me , began to uſe me otherwiſe than he had done for. 
merly, and made me ſee by all his actions, that I had cauſe to fear the higheſt outrage 
from him , if the Gods ſuffered 11e to be much longer in his hands. This fear compell'd 
me todiſſemble with him, and | often diſarm'd his tury by a feigned compliance. Kur 
Aſtiages, who being leſs prepoſlefſed than he,diſcovered my intention better, preſſed him 
every day to ſeek wayes to fatisfie himſelf, and by his follicitations corrupted him ſo far 
chat in the end Arſacomes forgot who 1 was, and no longer knowing me to be Berenice. 
whom he was wont to behold with ſo much ſubmiſlion , ran on to that cruel reſolution 
which was diverted by the aſliſtance of the Gods , and by the valour of the Prince ny 
Brother, whom they miraculouſly ſent to my reliet. 

The Princeſs made a pauſe at theſe words, and left the Princes matter enough to en. 

| t 

tertain themſelves with the events ſhe had related ; Lyſimachus told her the diſcourſe he 
had heard in the wood between Arfacomes and Aſtiages ; but ſcarce had ſhe taken a lit. 
tle breath , when ſhe was ſolicited by the Princes, and by the Amazon Queen , to let 
them alſo hear her laſt adventures , and being willing to give them that fatistaQion , ſhe 
went on thus, 

You have been informed by Hippolita , that it was the encounter of a litter that made 
me leave her, but ſne could not tell you, that he,whom I ſaw lying in it,was Arſaces, who 
according to what 1 gueſs by his Narration , was then removingto Babylon; his palenel 
could not hinder me trom knowing him , and after what you now have heard of his life 
you catznot be ignorant of the motions which were ſtirr'd up in me by that ſight, yet 
c2uld it not have perſwaded me,Þrother, to leave you in the condition you then were; but 
| believed 1 could do no leſs than uſe my endeavours to ſee Arſaces again, and to ſhow 
him Berenice, whom he ſought, and the finding of whom would pur an end to all his 
wandrings; this was my onely intention,and when I followed the litter, *t was with a hope 
to overtake it quickly , ſeeing it went but very (lowly, and to come back to my Brother 
again within a little while , as 1 had done but tor the hinderance I met withall, and then 
had ſpar'd you both the bloud which you have mutually ſhed. I walk'd as faſt as I was 
able, leaning upon Alcione's arm, when I unfortunately met with five or ſix horſ.men, 
who preſently ſurrounded us , and having cry'd that I was Berenice, they leapt from their 
horſes, and putting up the Beavers of their Helmets, no loager conceal'd their faces from 
me. The firſt I caſt my eyes upon was that villain Aſtiages , and by him,with an incom- 
prehenſible amazement, I ſaw Eurimedon. Eurimedon the Lieutenant of Thrace, from 


. Whoſe perſecutions L had fed with Arſacomes, and whoſe preſence was yet leſs ſupportable 


to me than his. Toinſtruct you by what encounter he was then with Aſtiages, you ſhall 
know that after my departure, his love to me had made him leave Byzantium, and not 
caringto loſe his Fortune to obtain me, he had ſubſtituted his Brother in his command, 
and with a greater number of men than Arſacomes had, was come in purſuit of us with a 
reſolution to kill Arſacomes, and pull me out of his hands. But whither ir were that he 
made not ſo great ſpeed, or took not the ſame way , the Gods would not ſuffer him to 
overtake us. He was at laſt arrived at Babylon, where he had lyen a while conceal'd, not 
being willing to be known in the detign that brought him , a not having been able to 
learn any news of me there, he had ſpent a great many dayes in ſeeking me about the 
Countrey , but all his ſearch had been to no purpoſe, till the day my Brother killed Ar- 
ſacomes, and laid Aſtiages for dead, with a blow of his Gauntlet. As ſoon as that wicked 
fellow had recovered himſelf again , he went directly to the place where Arſacomes his 
body lay, and findingthere was no life in it, when he had lamented his loſs according to 
the affection he bore him , he cauſed him to be taken up by ſome of his ſervants that were 
come thither, and was carrying him to the houſe of our retreat, when he was ſurpriſed in 
that imployment by Eurimidon, and his party. Eurimedon, as ſoon as he knew Aſtiages, 
ran at him with his Sword drawn, but Aſtiages finding he was too weak , had caſt him- 
ſelf at his feet , and appeaſed him by the promiſe he made to ſerve him in the oor 
Berenice. Hereupon Eurimedon had changed his threat&into proteſtations of friendſhip, 
and having learn'd all that Aſtiages knew of Arſacomes his deſtiny , he had kept him from 
that time , to make uſe ofhim for the execution of his promiſe. They had together cauſed 
Arſacomes to be buried, and meeting in each other a great conformity of dpeltion2eg 
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by little and little had baniſhed their diſtruſts, & heart-burnings, and had refolved to ſeek 
me together in a Countrey, trom whence Aſtiages believed I could not be gotten very 
far. Eurimedon had been carefull ro win Aſtiages by all manner of kindneftes , and Aſti- 
ages, who in the condition of his affairs, ſtood in need of a ſupport againſt thoſe whom 
his crimes had made his Enemies , had really engaged himfelt ro do him fervice-, and un- 
| ſought occaſions to fatisfie his deſires. He alſo had brought him to the fame 
recreat where we had been, and which Arſacomes his ſervants had quitted after their Ma- 
ſters death , and from thence it was that they were come, when my cruel deſtiny made 
mefall into their hands. Eurimedon appeared tranſported with joy at that encounter, 
and taking one of my hands, which be kifſed whether 1 would or no ; How great is the 
eſs of the Gods (faid he) ſince they reftore me the adored Princeſs I had loſt , after 
ving puniſh'd him that ſtole her from me. I was ſo extremely ſurpriſed at this unhappy 
accident , that I neither had ſtrength, nor courage to eb onely pulling away my 
hand from between his, and looking upon him with a diſdainfull eye, 1 made him know, 
that if my ſight was a contentment to him , his produc'd a quite contrary effe&t in me ; 
but this encounter ſurpriſed not me alone, for Alcione,who was with me, was like to have 
fallen down dead, when ſhe ſaw Aſtiages, and Aſtiages, who knew her atter he had ey'd 
her a good while, was ſo aſtoniſh'd at that ſight, that as impudent as he was, he had much 
ado to recover himſelf. In the mean time Eurimedon being got again on horſ-back, and 
having ſet me before him by the help of one of his ſervants, carried me toward that cur- 
ſd houſe , which my ill Fortune had choſen for the retreat of my raviſhers. Aſtiages 
having overcome his amazement, did the ſame to Alcione, and in ſpite of our cries which 
made all the plain to ring , and of all the reſiſtance we could make , after having many 
times eſcaped , and many times been taken again, we were at laſt partly on foot, and part- 
ly on horſ-back , carried or dragg'd to that houſe , with all the violence in the World ; 
ſtiages his friend, who was as wicked as himſelf , lent it him very readily, as well out of 
his inclination to miſchief, as his expectation of thoſe recompences Eurumedon made him 
hope for. As ſoon as we both were priſoners,as I had been before , Eurimedon came to 
me, and putting on all the mildnets he could , alleaged his love to excuſe his violence, 
pray'd me to take heart , and to believe that his paſlion ſhould never make him exceed 
the bounds of that reſpe& he ow'd me , and thatif 1 would but take ſome pitty of it, I 
might expect any thing in the World at his hands, and even my return into Scythia, and 
the __ of that liberty Arſacomes had rob'd me of; he alſo proteſted, that if 1 had 
ſhew'd him but any favour at Byzantium, he would from thence have carried me home to 
my Father , and that if by my future _ , I did not oppoſe the intention he had to 
ſerve me, I ſhould quickly ſee an end of thoſe miſeries , that had coſt me ſo many lighs 
and tears. Hefaid a great deal more to me, but I gave no ear to him at all , and having 
learn'd by Arſacomes his laſt deceit , never to believe the promiſes of wicked perſons , | 
was nothing moved by his, but looking upon him with an angry eye. Hope not (faid 1) 
to work upon me by the hopes thou giveſt me, I will not receive any favour, or aſliſtance 
from thee , bur ſcorn thy ſervices, as much as I hate, and deſpiſe thy perſon. Arſacomes 
himſelf was not ſo odious to me as thou art, for though he were unworthy of my affection, 
he had many — above thee, both by his birth and qualities, and by the ſervices 
he had done me, which ſhould ſtrangle thoſe guilty hopes thou haſt conceived, and make 
thee know, that if the Gods have puniſh'd his crime with death , thou oughreſt to expe 
a much ſeverer recompence for thine. Moderate thy ambition (continued I, preſently 
after) and conſider, that it the daughter of a King be to be ſerved by Eurimidon , *c is 
onely as a ſubject, or a houſhold ſervant. Eurimedon found matter of offence in theſe 
words , but his love made him digeſt them , and my quality , or ſome other conſidera- 
tions did indeed give him ſome reſpe& , which left him not the courage to execute his 
wicked intentions. Poor Alcione, the companion of my Fortune , who was then my 
onely.conſolation , was in no leſs affliction than I, not being able to behold the face of 
Aſtiages, the onely cauſe of all her ſufferings , and of the death of her dear husband 
Theander, without falling into iwownings which brought her almoſt to her grave. Yer * 
that ſhameleſs fellow came into her preſence with a braſen impudence, and when he 
could make her hear him ; Alcione id he) for Idarenot call you Siſter , you have ſuch 
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a ſtrange averſion againſt me, let us henceforth forget all that's paſt, and ſuffer me to 
make a confeſſion to you which I never made before. 1 ever lov'd you, and if the confi. 
deration of Theander made me ſ:lent,know it was my own that made me jealous of Cleo. 
nimus, and not that of Bagiſtanes. The intereſt ot that kinſman ſhould not have per- 
ſwaded me to trouble the Repoſe of my Brother, who was much dearer to me than he 
and you well may judge that that compliance alone would not have been able to carry me 
on to ſo great extremuties. Forget therefore thoſe injuries which my love may excuſe, and 
with them forget Cleonimus, who either is no longer in the world, or elſe no longer re. 
members you ; and if you will receive me for your Husband, I will ſupply the place of 
Theander,wee'l reunite our Fortunes and our Houſes,and you ſhall be no more let happy 
with me than you were heretofore with my Brother. Poor Alcione was not able to hear 
theſe impudent words from a man whom ſhe had ſo much cauſe to hate, without being 
tranſported with a Rage which ſhe could not poſlibly diſſemble. 

Ah ! Monſter, itain'd with thy Brothers bloud,(cried ſhe) thou Monſter, black with a 
thouſand treacheries,Canſ{t thou think me capable to hear thy horrible Propoſition?And 
hadſt thou yer this laſt crime to commit, to be the moſt deteſtable of all men living? Ha. 
ving ſpread thy villanies both in Europe, and Aſia, doeſt thou come back into this Coun. 
trey to give them a concluſion ſuitable to them, and to thy ſelf 2 If Cleonimus be dead, 
thy crimes have kill'd him, andif he no longer remember Alcione, *tis onely his virtue 
has made him forget her, and'tis onely thy vice that brings her again into thy memory. - 
But be conlident, be confideat wicked wretch | purſued ſhe ] dove is yet more cruell 
to methan thy hatred, and I ſooner will conſent to ſee thee a ſecond time be the death of 
what is deareſt to me in all the world, and alſo of my ſelf, than to let thee hope that I 
will make Theanders murtherer his ſucceſſour. Aſtiages, in whom all ſhame was quite 
extinguiſhed, hearken'd without bluſhing to theſe Reproaches, but ſtill by all his A&i- 
ons indeavour'd to make Alcione believe that he was really in love with her. Intheſ 
torments weliv'd till the time of our deliverance, having hardly an hour free fromthe 
perſecutions of our cruell Enemies. The mafter of the houſe where we were, had ob- 
tain'd a prote&tion from the Officers of this Arriy, to the end your Forces might not 
indan\mage any thing that belong'd to him, neither did any of the Souldiers ever come 
near his houſe, and he leaving it to Aſtiages his diſpoſing, went every day into your 
Camp, and feigning to be very well affected to your party, ſought onely to ſecurehis 
houſe, and his eſtate; the care he took in favour of his friend, did much advantagethe 
Deſign they had to lie conceal'd for many conſiderations. Eurimedon knew that Prince 
Lyſimachus, whoſe Lieutenant he was, was one of the Commanders of your Army,and 
atter the fault he had committed in leaving Byzantium, at a time when there wasmoſt 
neceſlity of his being there, durſt not appear before him. And Aſtiages blaſted with 
crimes, and defam'd in his Countrey, had not the contidence to ſhew himſelf. And in- 
deed I think they were ſeen but by very few, and if one of them went out ſometimes, he 
left us under the cuſtody of the other, with ſo exact a Watch, that all means of libe 
were utterly cut off. Yer did 1 hope in the aſliſtance of my Brother, who I knew was10 
near us, though I much fear'd his wounds,and could never get any true information con- 
cerning them trom our Landlord ; I was confident he would take care to make me be 
ſought after, and that if the place of my impriſonment could be but known to him, 1 
doubted not but he would eaſily reſcue me out of the hands of my Enemies. I alſo 
knew that Arſaces was in this Countrey, and dar'dto hope that his coming hither was for 
no other end but to ſeek me; and I may truly proteſt, that if 1 had not expected Relief 
from one of you, I had put an end to my miſeries by ſome effe& of my deſpair. I re- 
ceiv'd the fweeteſt conſolations from Alcione that ſhe could poſlibly invent to give me, 
and theaffetion ſhe expreſſed to me, had oblig'd me to love her ſo dearly, that there 
was nothing in my heart 1 did not utter to her; ſhe knew all the particulars of my life, 
and took ſo great an intereſt in them, that ſhe forgot her own misfortunes, to bewail 
mine, and bore allthe afi&tions which infamous Aſtiages made her ſuffer, with an admi- 
rable patience, that ſhe might be able to comfort me in all my griefs. Our cruell Guardi- 
ans wereneither at the Battel you gave, nor in any of the Encounters that paſſed, but 


while ſo many thouſand men were fighting in this plain, they kept within doors, my 
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their onely combats were againſt Berenice, and Alcione, In theend, whether it were 
they believ'd they could not longer ſtay ſecurely in that houſe, and that they had a minde 
to ſeek ſome other Retreat that might. be further from your Army, or that Eurimedon 
had a deſign to carry me back to Byzantium, or to ſome other place where he thought 
himſelf more powerfull, and more abſolute, they reſolv'd to leave that houſe, and to per- 
fwade us to be ſet on horſe-back to go along with them, they often ſwore they would 
carry usto the place where they had taken us, ſince by all their ſubmiſtions they had nor 
been able to ſotten our hearts, nor make us loſe the averſion we had againſt them. 1 
gave no credit at all to their words, and yet I wasealily perſwaded to get on horſe-back, 
that I might leave that deteſted houſe, —_— that in the open field I ſhould finde many 
more occaſions to ſave my ſelf, than in that Priſon from whence I went, with a hope 
which had not ſo ſtrongly flattered me till then. Eurimedon had ſent away ſome of his 
ſervantsthe day before, and had kept with him, beſides Aſtiages and his kinſman, who 
went alſo with us, onely three of his men well arm'd, and well mounted. With this com- 
pany we were ridingin a way, which ſeem'd to lead us towards Babylon, when we ſaw a 
Cavalier compleatly arm'd, coming upon the ſame Road. We being delirous to intereſs 
all thoſe we ſhould meet in our deliverance, had our faces unvailed, and that man had no 
ſooner caſt his Eye upon Alcione, as he was paſling by, but he ſtoptſhort, and preſently 
after turning about, and coming back again, began to rideata little diſtance by our Ra- 
viſhers, but keeping his Eyes fixt upon us, with an Action that diſpleaſed Eurimedon, in 
whom all objects were ſufficient to beget a jealouſte. Friend, ['faid he | travell on your 
Road whoever you are, and leave not your way to follow us, unleſs you ſeek your own 
deſtruction. The ſtranger was not at all terrified with that threat, but looking boldly 
upon Eurimedon, I know the Ladies that are with you, [ anſwered he and betore I go 
away from them, Ile know whether they go along with you willingly or by force. Ah! 
*tis by force, [cried we both together ] and if you were not too weak againſt ſo many 
Enemies, we would implore your generous aſliſtance. You ſhall have it as weak as I am, 
oo the ſtranger | and 1 will die in the —_— of delivering you, ſince I am nor 
rong enough to effe& it. He had not ended theſe words before his Sword was drawn, 
and with a moſt warlike Garb had prepar'd himſelf to receive Eurimedon, who trant- 
rted with anger, fell inſtantly upon him with all his men. The Gods guided the firſt 
ro he made, and though Eurimedon's ſword gave him a light hurt in the arm, his lucki- 
ly finding way under Eurimedon's Cask, ran him through the throat, and opening a paſ- 
e for fi bloud and life together, made him tumble dead among the Horſes feet. The 
ſtranger after this gallant blow, ruſh'd into the midſt of his Enemies with an admirabte 
courage, but they inviron'd him ſo furiouſly, that he quickly was wounded in many pta- 
ces, and his Horſe kill'd between his leggs. Yet had he the ſatisfaction to ſee Aſtiages 
Coſin fall to the ground before him, who being run quite through the body, loſt his life 
for the quarrel of his friend. This kindled him with fo great a Rage, that redoubling his 
blows upon the valiant ſtranger, who prepar*d himſelf to diſpute his life a foot with the 
help of a Tree,againſt which he ſet his back,he in ſpite of that marvellousreſiſtance, being 
ſeconded by his companions, would have ſeconded the death of Eurimedon, and of his 
friends, if the brave Demetrius had not come in to his Relief; and had not for the pre- 
ſervation of his life, and the Recovery of our Liberty, finiſh'd what he ſo generouſly had 
begun. You have heard what he did for our deliverance, and how he gave that gallant 
ſtranger [who preſently after was known to be Cleonimus | the means to ſave himſelf, 
and to kill Aſtiages his Pithleſ kinſman, and his ancient Enemy, but not without being ſo 
extremely wounded, that notwitſtanding all the care that has ſince been taken of him at 
Polemon's houſe, this is the firſt day the Phyſicians have given any hope of his Recovery, 
in which I am concern'd as much as Iam oblig'd to be, y the ſervice he did me, and by 
the conſideration of Alcione whom I dearly love: | | 
Thus did the Princeſs conclude her Recital, and Arſaces, who for all his impatiency ar 
ſome paſſages of it had heard it to the end without interruption, fell then into a very 
paſſionate diſcourſe, whereby he let her ſee how infinitely he was concern'd in the afftictt- 
ons ſhe had ſuffred. The Heayens be praiſed; [ ſaid he | fair Princeſs, who after having 
expoſed you to misfortunes, for which in probability you were not born ; Reſtote you 
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now at once this Brother ſo great, and ſo dearly lov'd, and | if inthe number of you. 
ather happineſſes I durſt count this laſt ] your faithfull Arſaces, whom by the remem 

brance of your loſs, and by the tranſports of this cruel! Jealoufie, you have been like to 
loſe, and for whom you have had the goodneſs to preſerve your lelf. He faid a great 
deal more to that effe&, and after that Oroondates, with the other Princes, and Queen 
Thaleſtris had ſeconded him with the like diſcourſes, che whole company retired, to leave 
the night to Arſaces, who probably itood in need of ir, having ſpent & greateſt part of 
the day in this Narration. Lyſimachus and Ptolomeus waited upon the Princeſſes to Pole. 
mon's houſe, and being afterwards .come back into their Tents, paſſed the night all of 
them, if not with a pertect reſt, at leaſt with leſs diſquiers than thoſe they were wont to 
teel. 

The next morning Lyſimachus, Ptolomeus, Oxyartes, and Eumenes came to Oroon. 
dates his Tent, where they found Arfſaces in ſo fair a way of amendment, as made them 
hope he would beabſolutely cured within a few days. All the Princes teſtified the exceſs 
of their joy, and after they were ſet down by the bed-fide, Lyſ1machus adrefling himſelf 
to Arſaces. Sir, [ſaid he | I proteſt to you by all the Gods, and by the reſpect I owto 
Parifatis, that the moſt ſenſible diſcontent I now am touch'd with, is that of having been 
one of thoſe that have help'd toward the ruine of your illuſtrious Houſe, and thatlam 
tied to you and yours, by ſuch powerfull conſiderations, that this cruell remembrance 
will ever give a check to my moſt glorious fortunes. .t is true, Sir, I follow'd Alexander 
in the Conqueſt of thoſe Dominions that were the King your fathers, and thatinthe 
diviſion that has been made of them ſince the death of Alexander, Thrace, Pontus, and 
Boſphorus are fallen to my ſhare ; Theſe Provinces are big enough to form a Kingdom of 
a large extent, but though by the ſame right I were Poſleſſour of all chat are in Aſia, [ 
would deliver them up freely to their lawtull Prince. 1 therefore deveſt my ſelf, of allthe 
pretenſions our diviſion may have given me, and fince it is not in my power to reſtore 
you the whole Empire of the King your father, Ile ſerve = to the laſt drop of my bloud 
in the Deſign you may have to recover it. Lyſimachus had hardly ſpoken, when Ptolo- 
meus who would not appear leſs generous than he ; Agypt, (faid he to the Prince) and 
Arabia, with part of Afﬀerick, ſhall alſo return to the ſubjection of Prince Artaxerxes, 
for 1 never will accept a Crown, which I cannot hold, but from the ſpoils of his. Eume- 
nes made him the fame offers of Cappadocia, and Paphlagonia, and thoſe generous 
Princes, ſtrove who ſhould be forwardeſt to ſhew, that they knew how to deſpiſe King- 
doms, to render what they ow'd to virtue. But Arfaces abuſed not their civilities, and 
looking upon them with a very gratefull countenance, I prefer your friendſhip [ ſaid he] 
before the Provinces you offer me, and before all thoſe, which by the Rights of War we 
have loſt, but the generoſity you expreſs,ſhall never finde me of ſo unworthy an humour 
as tonake a wrong uſe of it. *Tis not by that way that I ought to riſe to the Throne a- 
gain, nor will I receive that from all the hiberality of my friends, which the valourof my 
Enenues has taken from me. Therefore I proteſt to you by Oroſmades, by Berenice, 
and by my honour, that all your offers, and all your intreaties, ſhall never beableto 
ſhake me trom this Reſolution. * Poſſeſs the Territories which now are lawfully yours, 
and which I ſee you command without envy, and without diſcontent ; thereare enough 
beſides in the power of our Enemies to eſtabliſh a Monarchy great enough, and if you 
would not have Darius his ſon live as a private man, I refuſe not your aſſiſtance tore- 
conquer part of them. This was Arſaces his Reſolution, and though the Princes eſpect- 
ally Lyſimachus, ſtuck obſtinately to their Propoſition, it was impoſlible for them to, 0- 
vercome his Reſiſtance, or make him recede from what he had determined. Since Ar- 
raxerxes is alive [ſaid Lyſimachus] I never will command the Thracians, and if I will 
have a Kingdom to be worthy of Pariſatis, I muſt make it up of other Provinces than 
thoſe that belong to the Prince her Brother. *Tis from my Enemies I ought to win Do- 
minions, and not from perſons whom I honour more than all the world. He faid a great 
deal more to the ſame effect, but all wasto no purpoſe, for Prince Artaxerxes contin 
firmin hisintention, 1 cannot want a Crown [ replied he] while I have ſuch friends as 
you are, and if we muſt deveſt any of thoſethat are poſſeſſed of our inheritance, let us 
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have Provinces enough for you, and for me too, and the Empire of Darius [concluded h© 
with a ſigh | may very well ſatisfie the ambition of us all. Oroondates, who was witneſs 
of this converſation, and who never open'd his mouth to interrupt it, admired the 
magnanimity of both, and found Reaſons in Artaxerxes his Refuſal, which perſwaded 
him to approve it. When from that Entertainment they fell upon another, Oroondartes, 
and Lyſimachus began to ſhew the diſquiets they were in for their Princeſſes, of whom 
they could hear no manner of news, and of whom Arſaces had made no mention at all 
in the end of his diſcourſe, though he had been in Babylon, and that he had continued a 
good while near thoſe that had taken them. The kifnarng of thoſe two Princes was 
preſently obſerv'd by the company, and after the cauſe of it was known, there was ſo 
much Reaſon found in it, that it could not juſtly be condemn'd. Arfſaces,faid he,had 
heard nothing of them, but that the Rage, wherewith he was then tranſported, had left 
him very little care of inquiring and after he had muſed a while upon that conſideration. 
| think, Brother, | added he of a ſudden ] we may learn the truth of what's become of 
them by a mean's that's not come into my hand. You do not doubt but that my intereſts 
now are inſeparably link'd with yours,and that though I were not tied to yours by thoſe 
of our houſe, Roxana, Perdiccas,and all they of rhat party muſt needs be my Enemies now, 
becauſe I know them to be yours. I ſhall cheartfully tight againſt them with you, bur be- 
fore you give a ſecond Batrel, that which 1 ow to the afliſtance I have receiv'd from Se- 
leucus, obliges me to demand a Parley with him, and to uſe all my indeavours to with- 
draw him from a party, againſt which 1 am ready to declare my ſelf; if Perdiccas will 
make one at our interview,he ſhall be admitted,” and if you pleaſe to be preſent, Brother, 
you and | together will ſee them two, and make our ſelves known to them, and if we can- 
not by generoſity perſwade them to reſtore the Princeſſes my ſiſters, we ſhall at leaſt 
know what we ought to fear, or hope concerning them, and the truth of the condition 
they now are in. Oroondates and all his friends likK'd very well of Artaxerxes his motion, 
an (5a wag both for his own intereſt, and the defire of keeping them company, 
would gladly have been one, if his mortal hatred to Perdiccas had not oppoſed all man- 
ner of interviews betweem them. Fromthis| diſcourſe which was broken off by the com- 
ing in of Craterus, Oxyartes, Antigonus, Demetrius, Polyperchon, and many other 
chief Commanders ] they fell to that of the War, and of the preparations they were to 
make for a ſecond Battel ; and thoſe Princes to whom Artaxerxes his military experience 
was known onely by report before, heard him ſpeak in terms, which made them ſee, that 
for all he was but young, he had attain'd to as much knowledge as the oldeſt and preateſt 
Captains in the world had ever had. Wherefore all thoſe great Commanders ſubſcrib'd 
to his opinions, with a readineſs which even wounded his modeſty, and the knowledge of 
his quality, and of his virtue begot ſuch a reſpect in them to his perſon, as they had never 
given to any body but Alexander. ' There was not one amongſt them who came not to 
pay him their civilities with a great deal of ſubmiſlion, and very few, who according to 
Lyfimachus his Example, did not offer to reſtore the Territoritories whereof they had 
already taken poſſeſſion ; but he gaye thern the ſame Anſwers he had done the former, 
and perhaps it was their affurance of his Refuſal, chat made them ſo forward in thoſe ge- 
nerous offers. Within a little after,the room that was left in the Chamber,was till'd by the 
arrival of the PrinceſsBerenice, Queen Thaleſtris, the fair Deidamia, Apamaia, Arſinoe, 
Cleone, and other Ladies, and when-they after one another had inquired how the two 
Princes did, that noble company began an Entertainment,in which they ſpent moſt parc 
of the day. The next morning Prince:Oroondates left his Bed, and Artaxerxes found 
bimſelf much mended, that he doubted not but within a week he ſhould be as well as 
Oroondates. The Princeſs Berenice by her own inclination, and by her Brothers deſire, 
kept him company for the moſt part,and thar paſſionate Prince in joyed a happineſs in ber 
lweet and charming converſation, which made him utterly forget his wounds. That fair 
Princeſs, whoſe love was not inferiourto his, drew contentments alſo from his ſight, and 
fromthe teſtimonies of his affe&tion, which were able to make reparation for part of the 
lorrows ſhe had undergone ; and that long deprivation of thoſe joys which were then 
afforded them, made far more precious to one another, than-if they had nor been 
interrupted ; a thouſand times did lovely Berenice uſe little Reproaches to her dear Ar. 
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faces, for the injuries he had done her in the tranſports of his cruel jealouſie, and a thou. 
fand times did happy Arfaces,(reading in her Eyes that her Anger was neither difobliging 
nor dangerous) excuſe himſelf by a filence accompanied with flaming glances, and fixin 
his lips upon one of her fair hands, ſeem'd as if he would breath out his ſoul there for the 
expiation of his faults. Oroondates was joy'd to tee the ſatisfaction of theſe two perſons 
whomhe loy'd fo well, and the happmels ot Artaxerxes was fo dear to him, that he could 
not look upon his contenitments with lefs delight, than if they had been his own ; but he 
could have wifhd a fortune like chat of his, and chat fight, awakening the remembrance 
of his old felicities, drew ſighs from hts breaſt a thouſand times a day. In the interim 
he bufied himfelf with the other Commanders in the duties of his charge, and all of 
them labour'd to put the Army in a condition to Yight another Batrtel ; they cauſed their 
wounded men to be care ook'd to, their Arms to be mended, and alſotheChariors 
that had been broken; they recruited their Troops with freſh men that came updailyto 
che Army, and in fhorrt al} chings tended to the cruel preparation for a bloudy bs Phi 
lonides brought a re-inforcement of ten thouſand men out of Agypt to Ptolomeus, An. 
tiſtenes ſix thouſand to Antigonus out of Phrygia, Lamachus four thouſand Syriansto 
Laomedon, and within a few days after with ſ1x thouſand Ca tans, and Paphlago. 
nians, which Ariſtides br for Eumenes, they faw the valiant Menalippa arrive with 
ten thouſand Amazons ; Thaleſtris was not a little joy'd, when ſhe ſaw her ſupplies 
were come, and moſt part of the Princes, would ne«<ds wait upon that fair Queen to 
meetthem, and with admiration beheld the march, and diſcipline of thoſe warlike wo. 
men. Their Queen receiv'd them with a great deal of ſweetneſs and affetion ; and Me. 
nalippa, with the chief of her companions, long imbracing her knees, expreſs'd what an 
infinite trouble her lofs, or her tedious abſence had imprinted in the hearts of all her ſub 
je&ts. The whole Army welkcont'd thefe ſuccours very reſpectfully, and the Troopsthat 
were already quartered, willingly yielded them the moſt commodious place to incampin. 
They were in this condition when Arſaces left his bed, and that fame day his fatisfattion 
was increaſed by the ſight of his faithfull Criton, whom certain Souldiers brought in, ha- 
ving taken him about che Camp, where he was ſeeking after his Maſter. Arfaces,when he 
had, imbrac'd him many times with a moſt particular affection, heard by him, thatthe 
Commanders of the Enemies Army, eſpecially Seleucus, had ſhew'd a great deat of trou- 
ble for his departure, and that anion been able'ro gueſs the cauſe, they had A 
ſeveral perſons to ſeek for him. This confirm'd Arſaces inthe defign of feeing $ 

and Perdiccas before the battel, and with thar intent he impatiently waited for a more 
perfect cure. In the mean time all rhe Princes being met together in his Chamber by 
Oroondares his counſel, would have deliver'd up the fole Authority of the Army into 
his hands, and prefs'd hmm to-accept of it, with-the moſt earneſt intreaties they could in- 
vent to wm him to it. Bur all cheir perfwafions would not ferve, and after he had ton 
refug'd!alt manner of command, all they could obrairs of him at aft, was that he 
come/in-for the feventh man to take his turn among the fix other Princes, ro whom the 
Army had already ſubmitted. They all. receir'dthar companion ow , andwhile he 
was recovering ſtrength, they often ſent out parties ; for knowi e Enemies Ar- 
my increas'd as well as theirs, they ſtrove to diminhcheir number by frequent skirmiſhes, 
in whick there was much bloud ſhed every day on either ſide. f fave. thoſe that got 
greateſtrenown in thoſe Encounters, was the young Demetrius, who gain'd an extraor- 
dinary a and being of an age to ſeek occaſions to ſhew his worth, he ſuffer'd 
none to eſcape without giving proofsof a Vatour that was far from common. Yet was 
ie no longer deſpair that thruſt him headlong into danger, for lus heart had allay'd part 
of its ſorrow, by the birth'of another paſſion ; the ſad remembrance of Hermione, had 
by lirtle and licrle given place to the charms of Deidamia, and that tove of Aſhes, and of 
Tombs, had yielded to amore lawfull affe&tion ; the current of histears were ſtopp'd, 
and his words were no longer interrupted with ſo many ſobs, bur his ſighs continued ſtill, 
though they badchang'd their objec, and thoughy- this laſt were leſs deplorable chanthe 
former, it was ſo powerfull, and fo imperiovs, that thoſe timorous meſſengers of his love, 
durſt hardly ventureto make their paſſage out of his breaſt. Yerdid he reſiſtche birth of 
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but though choſe ſorrowtull Idea's ſerved his intention for a few rhoments , the ſight of 
Deidamia conquer'd all thoſe obſtacles , and diſſipated all his reſolutions. That fair 
princeſs wept dayly for a loſs which was (till freſh in her memory , and at firſt Demetrius 
hadcontenced himſelf with weeping with her , confirming her in the deſign of loving the 
remembrance of her dear Agis eternally , and ifin the beginning he had tound ſome con- 
folarion in the humour , and in the deſtiny of that Princeſs, he now defired an alteration 
in them both. He had inſenſibly dry'd up his tears to become her comforter , whoſe 
companion in affliction he had been before, and in ſhort, as he had before lamented one- 
ly his own misfortunes , ſo now he ſeem'd to have forgot them , to become ſenſible of 
Deidamia's. She, who had obſerv'd the winning qualities of Demetrius , who knew his 
birth , and who beſides found herſelf oblig'd to his civilities , and to the care he took for 
her conſolation, and for her Fortune , ſhow'd him a great deal of acknowledgement, and 
beheld him with more 7 will than all the reſt ; but being her grief was very lively, 
and very real, and that her heart in that condition,was little capable of a ſecond affe&tion 
all her inclinations to Demetrius went not beyond the limits of eſteem, and gratitude, and 
he whoſe paſſion ſerrled it felf with a moſt profound reſpe&t , and who was more afraid 
of Agis , forall he was dead , than of all his living Enermes ; knowing Deidamia's mind, 
durſt neither complain of his condition , nor deſire one more advant s. He thought 
it not enough to forbid his tongue the uſe of ſpeech , but would alſo even his eyes, 
and ſighs from diſcovering his paſſion, and equally fearing to offend, both what he be. 
gan , and what he ceaſed to love, he ty'd himſelf up ſtrictly in a very narrow con- 
int. 
Intheſe terms he ſtood , when the whole Army was ready to try the ſucceſs of a ſecond 
day, and Arſaces being then well enough cured to ride on horſ-back , and to fight, ap- 
prov'd of the reſolution which he knew all his Companions had, to ſend and preſent their 
Enemies Battel within three dayes. They had intelligence —_— that were return'd out 
of their Camp, that their Army was no leſs recruited than theirs , and that from Media, 
Lydia , Yamghli ,Caria , and Parthia ,chere was a re-inforcement of five and thirty , or 
fourty thouland men come to ther ; and not being willing to afford them time ro make 
themſelves ſtronger , they with a general opinion derermined to fend them a chalenge, 
andto agree with them both upon rhe day and Field for deciding of their quarrel. Cleo- 
menes, and Ariſtides were choſen for that commifiion , but before they went, Arſaces 
taking them aſide, inform'd them of what he deſired , and gave them charge ,to demand 
an — of arr and Cs next —_ op rn on ;for him, 
and one of his friends withall neceſſary ities. The Deputies d, having re- 
ceived their inſtructions , and the Princes remained with the Ladies , hw began ah 
totremble, and grow pale at the approach of the Battel. Berenice was like to die wi 
fear for her dear Artaxerxes , and for the Prince her Brother, who ſhe ſaw eſcaped ont of 
ſo many dangers , onely to precipitate themſelyes into a new one , and to try the hazard 
of 2 day, the events whereof were very doubtfull. Apamia and Arſionoe grew wan for 
their dear, and Noble husbands; Deidamia, for all ſhe was exempt from loving any body 
that wasalive , was not without fear for her worthy friends, and among all the Princes 
from whom ſhe hoped for ſupport, ſhe beſtowed her particuſar wiſhes for young Deme- 
trius. Onely Thaleſtris appeared fearleſs among fo many titiorous Princeſſes | Ro" 
ſome attempts ro baniſh our of her mind, the retembrance of Orontes which ai 
her, ſhe ſhow'd her ſelf at the head of her fair Amazons, both fairer and cheerfulter than 
ordinary , her ſatisfaRion was cauſed by their artival ,and ſhe could not diſlemble rhe 
contermment ſhe receiv'd , by beifg able to aſſiſt thoſe Princes with her Forces, whom rill 
then ſhe had onely ſerved in her ſingle perſon. The two Camps being not far afunder, 
Cleomenes and Ariſtides were not long ere they return'd , whereupon the Souldiers ran 
mgto the Tent of Antiporias, who commanded that day, and where the Princes 
were then affembled. The anfwer they heard was fach as they defired, for Cleommenes 
told rhern that the Enemies had gladly received thei propoſition., andchar Perdiccas had 
promiſed ro expect thetn the third Uay', with a trandied thouſand-men in the acxt Field. 
All the Company welcom'd this news with joyfult cries, and rhe rumour of it going 
out of the Tent , ran preſently from one to another, into all parts of the Camp. 
Kkkkkkk 3Z Afﬀter- 
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Afterwards Cleomenes turning toward Arſaces to give him an account of his whole ne. 
gotiation , Sir, (ſaid he) Ihave followed your orders, and having declared your inten. 
tion to Seleucus , he appear'd ſo aſtoniſh'd to hear you were in our party, that of a prear 
while he was not able to anſwer me ; In the end ,after he had made ſome complaints of 
your change , he conferr'd with Perdiccas , and they both together promiſed me , that to 
morrow as ſoon asthe Sun is riſen , they will be upon thar little hill which you ſee on the 
right hand , and which is juſt half way between the.r Army and ours ; Arſaces was y 
well pleai:d with this anſwer , and hoping for a good ſucceſs of that parley , he imparted 
his thoughts to Prince Oroondates, with whom he walked a while upon the bank of the 
River. The reſt of that day was ſpent in their ordinary imployments , and the next 
morning as ſoon as day appear'd, the Princes of Scythia, and Perfia called for their cloaths 
and Arms, and no ſooner had js got them on , bur they took horſe , and rode dire&. 
ly toward the place Cleomenes had told them of. They arrived there firſt , but preſently 
after they ſaw them coming whom = expected, and Arſaces no ſooner knew Seleucus 
but he gallop'd up toward him , and the fame did Oroondates by his example. When 
they were near, hey ſaluted one another in a faſhion that had nothing of enmity in ir 
& though Oroondates were unknown to Perdiccas, (whoſe weakneſs had not ſuffered him 
to obſerve his face whe he had been fuccourd by him)his gracefull preſence working the ef. 
fet that was uſual to it,mov'd Perdiccas to ncthing but reſpect. After the firſt ſalutation, 
Arſaces. preventing Seleucus, who open'd his mouth probably to uſe ſomereproaches a. 
gainſt him. You wonder, brave Celeucus(ſaid he)to ſee me in your Enemies party, but when 
once you know me , you will wonder more that ever you ſaw me in yours. I knowTI am 
indebted to you for my life , but you ſhall alſo know that 1 have fought for you againſt 
nature, againſt juitice, againſt my nearelt friends, and even againſt my felt, and that 
perhaps few men in the World would have preferred the obligation I haveto you, before 
the intereſt which now has pull'd me from you ; yer as great as it is, itis not ableto make 
me forget a friend ſo worthy of eſteem as is Seleucus, and | was very deſirous to ſeehim, 
to juſtitie my ſelf in his opinion , and tv beg the continuation of a friendſhip , which 1 
no longer can hope for from thoſe of his party. 1 never thought (reply'd Seleucus) it 
could be out of inconſtancy that Arſaces had forſaken us, and I have a courage, and 
gratirvde enough in you, for a ſervice of ſmall importance, to believe they muſt needs be 
very weighty conſiderations that had made ou ro become our Enemy. Yet could I not 
hear #t without trouble , nor (if I may ſay ſo to you) without reſentment , ſince by the 
promiſes of friendſhip you had made me , 1 believe ſuch a man as you are ſufficiently en- 
gap*d.. Fay, (added Perdiccas,who had not ſpoken till than) that no party can looſe a man 
like Arſaces, without being very much weakned , that the great actions we have ſeen him 
do in favour of us, will not ſuffer us to bear his loſs without complaining of it , and that 
in ſhort, (if we may. uſe ſuch a reproach) we had given him no cauſe, by the uſage he 
received from us, to carry his aſliſtance to our Enemies. That I gave to you (reply'd 
Arſaces) as it is my greateſt crime , ſo would it alſo be my greateſt remorſe , if it were 
not excuſed by what I ow'd to Seleucus, and by the tranſports of a paſtion, towhich 1 
had then given my. ſelf over. In briet Perdiccas, ſince you know nw have done for 
you, learn what I oughtto have done againſt you , by learning that Iam the Son of Da- 
rius. Thoſe Princeſſes,whom you brought to the very boink of death, and whom you now 
keep. priſoners, are my Siſters, and to give you a knowledge of me, he who pulled 
Statira.out of your.arms , and who upon the banks of Euphrates, made you with part of 
your-blaud, to fatisfie- for the offence you committed againſt her that had been your 
Queen , wasno other. than this Artazerxes, who fince has fought for you, againſt the 
ProteRors of his bloud ; and the revengers of his quarrel, and this Artaxerxes , who now 
ſpeaksto you. The confuſion of Perdiccas and Seleucus was exceeding great at this di- 
Cenrieo Artaxerxes;, and beingthey had heard by common fame that Darius his onely 
Son, had'been dead many years, they could not learn that he was alive , and that he was 
Arſaces, without falling into an unparale/l'd amazement. They ſhould have doubted of 
the truth oftheſe words, if they had heard them from the mouth of a perſon, whoſe Soul 
had been leſs great than his, but not knowing how to ſuſpe ſuch a man as Arſaces of a 
lye, they conſidered him from head to foot , with more reſpec than before, and were rr 
able 


Parr IV. CASSANDRA.. 79 


able to open their mouths to give him any anſwer. Neither did the Prince afford them 
leafure, but going on with his diſcourſe , while their aſtonſhfnent had ſtruck them mute ; 
Although I am the Son of Darius (purſued he) I come not to reproach you as Enemies of 
our houſe , and though Perdiccas hath uſed thoſe Princeſſes unworthily , whom he ought 
not to have beheld bur with reſpect , I know nevertheleſs that he imploy'd his induſtry to 
fave their lives , and that but for his care they might perchance have been ſacrifices to 
Roxana's cruelty ; this remembrance ſtifles part of my reſentments , and obliges me to 
make a furthertryal both of Seleucus his friendſhip , and Perdiccas his generoſity, to ob- 
tain the liberty of my Siſters; Compleat the glory of that ation (O Perdiccas) which 
'0u did in favour of them , and reſtore us a Queen , and a Princeſs which are of too il- 
luſtrious a birth to continue your —_ any longer. Artaxerxes demands his Siſters of 
you, & Oroondates his Miſtreſs, the defire of gaining ſuch a friend ſhould make you for- 
get your intereſts,& if you cannot become his by the recital of his admirable ations,conli- 
der him as a Prince,who twice has been the author of your ſafety, he ſecur'd you once from 
the revenge of Lyſimachus , and after our Combat upon the River ſide he afliſted you 
again , though conſidering you as Statira's Murtherer, one would have thought he ſhould 
rather have given you a thouſand deaths, than the ſuccour you received from him.- *Tis 
this miraculous man , whoſe vertue wins him Idolaters in all places , *t is he whom at the 
head of his Troups, you have ſeen defeat your Battalions alone , and carry Victory which 
way ſoever he turn'd , he under whoſe valour I have ſunk two or three ſeveral! 
times , and he ſay no more ( interrupted Oroondates , whoſe modeſty could 
not ſuffer Arſaces his diſcourſe any longer) theſe praiſes offend our friendſhip, and 
'tis enough you told Perdiccas Artaxerxes loves me, to obtain the favour you de- 
mand of him in my behalf , Statira is without doubt indebred to him for her life , 
and I ſhall be indebted to him for Statira, and alſo for my life , it he generouſly can 
conquer his Intereſts, and if he will grant that to our requeſts , which he has re- 
fuſed to the threats, and to the force of ſo potent an Army as that of ours. Per- 
diccas , who during the diſcourſe of the two Princes, had had time to ſettle his aſto- 
niſhment , and to recal to mind the wounds Artaxerxes had given him , and the ſhame 
Oroondartes, for all he was unknown to him,had made him ſuffer , 'when at the head of 
his Army he had overthrown him on the ground at the firſt encounter , conſidered thoſe 
two Princes , but *t was Oroondates as his Rival, and Artaxerxes as his Enemy: and re- 
colle&ing all his confidence to reply ; I am very glad (faid he) to know perſons with 
whom I have had encounters of no ſmall importance , and with whom I ſhall not fear the 
like again , though Fortune ſeconded them in the former ; Ihave been wounded by your 
hand, Artaxerxes, and by that occaiion that made us tight , you know Statira is alive, 
and moreover that ſhe is alive by my aſſiſtance ; I therefore will not tell you ſhe is dead, 
as all other men have hitherto been made believe, and I have too much intereſt in her 
life to ceaſe to defend it , while the Gods afford me mine. Statira is alive , but ſhee's 
not alive for Oroondates ; Although the good office he did me , were ſufficient weight 
to counter-ballance what he hath done againſt us,and although what Arſaces has done for 
us, were able to make me forget the wounds he gave me, neither of them ought to hope 
for that from me , which 1 would not part with for all the Empires in the World , nor 
doth any rule of generoſity oblige me to give that to my Enemy, and to my Rival, 
which I would refuſe to my deareſt friends , and even to Alexander himſelf, if he were 
yet in a condition to make uſe of the power he once had over me. But thou ſhalt , (Re- 
plied impatient Oroondartes) thou ſhalt either give Statira to that Enemy, and to that 
Rival, or elſe that life , which thou haſt already been like to looſe by the ſword of each ; I 
expected nothing from thee, and if I did abaſe my ſelf fo far as to intreate thee , know 
hou oweſt that forcing of my inclinations onely to the power Artaxerxes hath with me. 
If I were not withheld by the promiſe I have given him , perhaps thou never ſhouldftre- 
turn into thy Camp , to boaſt of the advantages thou haſt over me, and thou ſhouldit 
quickly know,that if Statira be not alive for Oroondates , ſhe never ſhall be ſo for Perdic- 
cas. Think not (replied Perdiccas , putting his hand upon the hilt of his ſword) that thy 
threats can terrify me , or that I will take advantage by the promiſe thou haſt given thy 
friend ; Yle defend Statira both againſt thy perſon , and againſt thy forces, ſhe is in my 
power, 
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power, ſhe is in Babylon with her Siſter , and that which I have hitherto kept ſecret for 
other conſiderations than thine , ſhall now be publiſh'd to the whole World , to enga 
thee ſo much the more to execute what thou haſt threatn'd. Oroondates ſuffred himſelf 
to be tranſported with his anger , and would without doubt have decided his quarrel with 
Perdiccas , if he had not been withheld by Artaxerxes , who ſtill conſidering Seleucus as 
a man to whom he was obliged, deſired to ſhun the occaſion of drawing his ſword againg 
him. It is ancaſier matter , (added the Prince of Perſia) for ſuch perſons as Oroondates 
toexecute than to threaten , but I ſhould have hoped that Seleucus (continued he turn. 
ing toward him) would have uſed ſome endeavour to draw Perdiccas to more vertuous 
thoughts. If had not hitherto, (reply'd Seleucus) known a great deal of vertue in 
Perdiccas, and a great deal of Juſtice, and integrity in all his actions, I would never have 
been his friend , but I am ſo now in ſuch a high degree , that I ſerve him without arguing 
againſt his intentions , and without conſidering any other intereſts but his. Then I am 
diſengaged (ſaid Axtaxerxes briskly) of part ot what I owe you, I acquit you of all (an. 
ſwered Seleucus) and ſince you are Perdiccas his Enemy , 1 cannot look upon you as 
other than the Enemy of Seleucus. I will not beſo far his Enemy (replied the Prince) but 
that I ſhall remember I am obliged to him, and ſhall diſcern him alwayes from thereſt 
of his party. They had ſaid more, if Oroondates, who could no longer endure the ſight 
of Perdiccas without breaking forth into rage, had not haſten'd their ſeparation ,; Ler's 
away Brother (ſaid he to the Prince) and ſtay no lo iger with Enemies, with whom we 
mult henceforth converſe no other way bur with our ſwords, Farewell Perdiccas (con- 
tinued he looking upon him with an eye that ſparkled with fury , and with an eye , which 
as reſolute as he was,did alittle daunt him) defend Statira , ſince thou haſt undertaken it, 
but know the day draws near when thou ſhalt reſtore her to me, and all the bloud in thy 
body with her. He ſaid no more, bur pulling Arſaces by the arm , made him without 
other ſalute turn from his Enemies, whom he lett with very threatning words and ations. 
Yet inthe midſt of all his anger , hecarry'd away no ſmall ſatisfaction , in having learnt 
from the mouth of Perdiccas, (tho till then had diſavow'd it) that Caſſandra wasin Ba- 
bylon ; and ſince he was afſur'd of the place of her abode by him, who knew it betterthan 
any body elſe in the World, he hoped he ſhould recover her by force , though his Ene- 
mies were yet ſtronger than they were , and though Babylon were defended with a hun- 
dred walls, like that wherewith it was encloſed. | 

As ſoon as the two Princes were retarned to the Camp , all the Commanders came 
about them , to hear what had been the ſuceeſs of that enterview ; and they gave them an 
exa&t account of all that had paſſed between them. Dear Companion of my Fortune 
(faid Oroondates te hy pry our Princeſſes are in Babylon , and from Lon for- 
ward we no morecan doubt of their life , nor of the place of their Captivity ; but we 
muſt win them with the edge of the ſword , for Perdiccas prepares to defend them with 
his utmoſt power. Perdiccas his defence (reply'd Lyſimachus) will be but weak againſt 
the valour of Oroondartes , and perhaps Alcetas has not conquered all the difficulties he 
has yet to encounter for the obtaing of Pariſatis. After theſe words, the reſt of the day 
was ſpent in neceſſary preparations for the Battel , and the next morning all the Troups 
were carefully overlook'd , their number exa&tly taken , and the ſeveral Battalions were 
diſpoſed , according to the order they intended to obſerve. The day of Battel happened 
to be that of Oroondates his Command , and all the Officers,in whom that Prince's ver- 
tue had made a wonderfull impreſſion , ſhow'd an extream contentment that it ſo fell out. 
Yet Oroondates would have ſhar'd that glory with his Companions , but they oppoſed 
his intention ſo ſtifly , that it was impoſſible for him to make them conſent ; and even 
Arſaces himſelf, whom he preſſed to it by all the conſiderations of their friendſhip , per- 
ſiſted formerly in the reſolution of the reſt , and contenting himſelf with the glory he 
had gain'd at the head of the Scythian Army , would needs ſee his dear Brother , at that 
of ſo many Gallant men , and leave him the whole honour of that memorable day. O- 
roondates being in the end conſtrain'd to yield to the deſires of his friends, proteſted 
that nothing but obedience made him accept of an advantage, to which his ambition ne- 
ver had aſpir'd,, and afterward by their advice he diſpoſed of the Forces on this manner. 
He divided them into four bodies, as at the other Battel , the firſt of which was given » 


Part IV. CASSANDRA, $1 


the Valliant Arſaces ; *Twas with an exceeding joy , and with a marvellous hope of Vi- 
Rory that they ſaw ſo great a man obey”. by the Conquerours of the greateſt part of the 
World, and with them, they that had been his Fathers ſubjeRs acknowledged their Prince, 
and ſubmitted to him with an extraordinary affe&ion. That body was compoſed of Ba- 
arians, and Zoydians under Prince Oxyartes, who deſired to unite himſ&lf to the Fortune 
of his Nephew, and under Cophes the Son of Artabaſus ; of Syrians under the brave Lao- 
medon, of Lydians under Menander , and of Cappadocians under the generous Eumenes. 
The ſecond body was given to Lyſimachus, conſiſting of Thracians , and of the inhabi- 
rants of Pontus, and Boſphorus ; of Egyptians and Arabiansunder Prolomeus,who would 
needs fight that day by the fide of his dear friend, and of Cilicians under the condu&t of 
Oreſtes, the Brother of their deceaſed Commander Philotas. The third was aftign'd to 
the great Craterus, and under him marched the valliant Macedonians that were lately of 
Alexanders guard, with Polyperchon, who deſired to tight at the head of them ; The Af- 
fricans, ſubjects of Prolomeus, under his Brother Menelaus, as alſo the Armenians,and Me- 
ſopotamians, who wanted leaders ſince the death of their Princes Phrataphernes , and Ar- 

chefilaus, who with their Sons had fallen by the ſword of Arſaces. The gallant Queen 

of the Amazons commanded the laſt , and though ſhe would have refuſed that charge, 
ſhe was conſtrained to accept of it , by the moſt urgent entreaties of all the Princes; She 
was followed by her courageous Amazons under Menalyppa and Amalthea, by the Pa- 

phlagonians, who were led by Euriſteus, Eumenes his Lieutenant , by the Hyrcanians un- 

der Philip , and by the Phrygians under Antigonus, who for all his greatneſs, and the 

heiglith of his quality and reputation would needs place himſelf that day under the ban- 

ners of that valliant Princeſs : Demetrius had an imployment worthy ot himſelf, which 
was a body apart compoſed of fix thouſand horſe , that wasto keep upon the wings, and 

according to the events and neceſſities, to ſuccour them that had need of his aſliſtance ; 

and the condu& of two hundred Chariots of War , Arm'd with Sithes, and plates of Iron, 

and full o! Archers taken out of the ſeveral Nations , was committed to young Alexander 

the Son of Polyperchon. - The whole Army being thus diſpoſed of , the four chief Com- 

manders took a ſurvey of thoſe Troups that were to obey them , and during the remainder 

of that day,they ſhowed themſelves to the Souldiers , and inſtructed the Officers in thoſe 

things they deſired to make them know. Craterus, who had the command that day, was 

caretullto over-ſee the Arms,Horſes,Chariots,and the Field of Battel, and when night was 

come , beſides the general cares, every man in particular was diverſly imploy'd in prepa- 

rations for that important day. 

The morning light began newly to appear when the ſignal of Battel was ſet up on the 
top of Oroondates his Tent, and the found of a thouſnd warlike inſtruments, which 
were heard from one Camp to the other , rouz'd up thoſe that were faſteſt aſleep, and 
excited in the fainteſt hearts a courage which was not natural to them. The Prince of 
Scythia had not ſtay'd for it , but his cares, and his generous impatience had made him 
leave his bed , before break of day. As ſoon as he perceived the ſhining of the earlieſt 
bearhs ; 1 ſalute thee (cry'd he) O glorious day, and thou bright Sun , the tutetary God 
of my Princeſſes Countrey , who to day art to give light to an action worthy of thy pre- 
ſence; If theſe years, which my love has covered with a gloomy obſcurity , have paſſed 
with ſome kind of diſhonour to me , perchance I to day may find occafion ro make my 
Fortune alone be accuſed of part of thoſe faults which have hitherto refleted upon me. 
My Arms, (continued he) my Arms, and preſently after Loncates having brought them, 
he put them on with the help ofAraxes,who buſied himſelf in that imployment with a joy, 
which he drew from the contentment of his Maſter. They werethe ſame he wore in the 
former Battel , as well becauſe he had try'd their goodneſs, and for love of the Prince 
that had given him'them , as to make himſelf the more eaſily known to Perdiccas againſt 
whom he had now turn'd all the anger which before was chiefly againſt Arſaces. | There 
had been bur very few with him at his rifing , becauſe he was one of the firſt up in the 
whole Camp, but his Arms were not quite on, when his Chamber was full of Officers of 
the Army. He with them went out of his Chamber to gointo that of Arſaces , whom he 
found out of bed, and with him Oxyartes, Ilyoneus, and many other Noble perſons, 
whoſe affections that Prince's admirable vertues had acquired. Brother ['cry'd Oroon- 
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dates as he came in} to day we ſhall have youto fight with us, and I hope we ſhall con. 
quer, ſince in turning of our ſide , you without doubt will make the Victory turn with 
you. Yes,Brother, (reply'd Prince Artaxerxes) we ſhall Conquer, and if the Gods are 
not too much our Enemies , an Army commanded by Oroondates , and by ſa many va. 
liant Princes cannot chuſe but hope for Victory, After theſe words, and many others fyll 
of modeſty, and civility, they received Lyſimachus, Prolomeus, and Craterus, and by liz. 
tle and little all the conſiderable men of the Army. Berenice , Apamia, and the other 
Ladies, whom the apprehenſions of that day had waken'd ſooner than ordinary , came 
thirher alſo, Apamia and Arſinoe openly ſhew'd the fear they were in for their dear huf. 
bands , and Berenice though ſhe endeavoured to diſſemble part of hers, or to make the 
opinion of it fall upon her affection to her Brother , could not keep the company from 
diſcovering that though Oroondates was very dear to her, yet her greateſt diſquiets were 
for Artaxerxes. Oroondartes obſerved it with much joy , and as jealous as he had been 
of him for another , he envyed not his friend the precedence in his Sitters affeRion. 
*T was in her preſence Artaxerxes called for his Arms, which had newly been preſented 
to him by his Unkle Prince Oxyartes ; They had been Darius his , and were the ſame he 
wore when under the name of Codoman , he by a memorable Combat had added Arme. 
nia to the Crown of Perſia , and the Prince his Son qu a5 them,out of the reſpe& 
he owed unto that memory, could not put them on without ſolemnizing that remem- 
brance with ſome tears , nor without drawing ſome by his action from the eyes of Oroon. 
dates, and Oxyartes, with the reſt of their companions. As Darius had been the greateſt, 
and moſt magnificent King in all the World, his Arms ſhewed tokens of his magnifi. 
cence, and of his greatneſs,and the gold & ſtones of value wherewith they were enriched, 
afforded no ſight of the matter whereof they were made ; ſo that when the Prince had 
put them on He look'd like fierce Achilles in thoſe gallant Arms, whereon Vulcan at 
the requeſt of Thetis , had et forth the urmoſt of his skill. All the Princes went out of 
the Tent together to be preſent at the ſacrifices that were going to be offered through the 
whole Camp, and by the zeal they teſtified in that ation , made the Souldiers know 
that *t was rather from the Godsthan from their valour they ought to expe the ſuccels 
of that dangerous day ; the Prieſt found nothing ominous, either in the ſmoak , orin the 
entrails of the beaſts , and ſome among them having eſpied an Eagle, flying coward their 
left hand, drew a prelage from thence, that gavethem a very great hope of victory. The 
Troups began preſently after to march out of their entrenchments , and were drawn up 
in the plain by the care of Eumenes and Polyperchon , while Arſaces took a leave of Be- 
renice, which ſhe could not give him without breaking forth into ſorrow, and while 
Prince Oroondates attended by his faithfull Araxes gallop'd through all the ſeveral Divi- 
ſions, and by his words and preſence ſtirr'd up a deſire to fight in the hearts of the verieſt 
cowards ; The Princeſſes were already retired , all the Commanders were at the heads of 
their Battalions , and the Forces being quite drawn up, marched toward their Enemies 
in gallant order ; they had moy'd but alittle way when they perceiv'd them , and from a 
riſing ground ſaw all the Field of Babylon covered with men and horſes. Their order 
was no leſs beautifull than that of our Princes, nor their march leſs confiderable. Per- 
diccas had divided his Army into fix Battalions ; The firſt compoſed of Macedonians, 
Parthians, and the inhabitants of mount Caucaſus was commanded by the valiant Seleu- 
eus. Caſlander led the ſecond conſiſting of Carians , Lycians , and ofthe invincible Ar- 
giraſpides. The third obeyed Leonatus, and under him marched the Pamphilians , the 
Oraches, and the Argeans. The fourth was under the condu& of Alceras, in which were 
the inhabitants of the two Mediaes, the Pelaſgians, and thoſe Zogdians that were not un- 
der the Juriſdiction of Artabaſus. The fifth, whoſe Leader was Neoptolemus , was made 
up of natural Perſians , and the inhabitants of Suſiana,, and thoſe of that part of Bactria 
which was under the obedience of Scytheus. Peuceſtas brought up the laſt , and was fol- 
lowed by the Babylonians,Bellites,and the Souldiers of Margiana. Python had the ow 
of two hundred and fifty arm'd Chariots, and Statanor that of five or ſix thouſand hork, 
which were a reſerve for the ſame purpoſe as thoſe of Demetrius. The two Armies were 
no ſooner within ſight but they ſaluted one another after the uſual manner , and all the 


valiant” Commanders of each ſide animated by the preſent objects, and by the ye 
nels 


neſs they obſery'd in their ſouldiers faces, ſhew'd a generous impatience in their own, and 
forgot not | thing belonging to their charge that could conduce unto the Victory. 
Lylimachus, Ftelomeus, Craterus, Thaleſtris, Eumenes, = perchon, and Demetrius, 
appear'd at the head of their ſroops like ſo many invincible Alcides ; Arſaces was before 
the firſt with a more than hnmane preſence, and with a Majeſty worthy of his high birth, 
which begot love, reſpect, and fearin all that beheld him, and Prince Oroondartes fuller 
of buſineſs than all the reſt, ſeem'd alſo to be greater and handſomer than ordinary, and 
the Action wherewith he was animated, made a fire appear about his face, which dazel'd 
the Eys of all that conſidered him. He had already wearied two Horſes with riding about 
to every Rank,nor did he forget any of his natural eloquence,to inflame the coldelt hearts 
with a deſire of Victory.My valiantCompanions,(faid he to thoſe that couldhear him)1 an 
unworthy to command theſe invincible Forces,which under a Leader worthy of them, have 
vanquiſh'd all the Earth ; bur ſince I have the glory to fight with = today, 1 ſhall alſo 
have the glory to conquer with you. 1 to leſs generous perſons ſhould repreſent the in- 
tereſt you all have in this, Victory, I ſhould make ſome of you deſire jt by the hope of 
ineſtimable ſpoils, others by that of reſt, which after ſuch redious labours you well may 
wiſh, and all by that of the high Reputation your Arms have given you, and which from 
the iſſue of this day expeRts its laſt eſtabliſhment: but to the Conquerours of the World to 
the Maſters ofthe whole Earth, what can a ſtranger promiſe,what can he make be hop'd, 
that is not far below them ? and what belief can they have in an nnknown perſon, whoſe 
moſt glorious advantage is that he holds to day from the goodneſs of your Princes, and of 
your ſelves? It ſhall therefore be neither ſpoil nor glory that Ile propoſeto you, but 
the Revenge of your great King, and the ſafety and hberty of "gp i[luſtrious Queen ; 
'Tis againſt the horrible Murtherers of Alexander you areto fight, and from thole very 
Murtherers you demand nothing but the Widow and Siſter ot that victorious King. Be- 
ſides the quality that Alliance gave them, their birth is conſiderable to many of you, and 
I aſſure my ſelf,that among T roops of ſo many ſeveral Nations, which heretoiore were un- 
derthe obedience of the worthily deplored Dariue, there are a great number who yet hold 
his memory in veneration. Allow lomething, (valiant men) allow ſomething to that re-= 
membrance ; the ſon of rhat great King, more conſiderable by his virtues than by his 
birth, fights on your ſide to day, and forgets whatever ſome of you have done againſt his 
Houle, to turn all his Reſencments againſt your Enemies. You will infallibly conquer be- 
ing ſupported as you are, both by the juſtice of your Quarrel, and by the courape of ſo 
many brave Commanders who fight at the head of you : if your foes are valiant, as 
without doubt they are, fince they heretofore were your Companions, and that 
they ſhar'd with you in the honour of ſo many Conqueſts ; if they be harder to 
. vanquiſhthan thoſe Nations you have overcome withourreſiſtance, the Vicory over 
them will be much the more glorious, and you may boaſt, that after having ſubdued Aſia, 
and the greateſt part of Europe, and Africa, you at laſt have conquer'd the onely Ene- 
mies that could diſpute the prize of valour with you. Oroondates had hardly ended theſe 
words, when the Souldiers by loud Acclamations teſtified what an noratiicn they had 
wrought upon them, and at the ſame time, they were come ſo near their Enemies, that 
it no longer wasin the power of the Generals to bridle their impetuouſneſs. | 
The laſt ſignals were given on either ſide, and the Troops march'd up,which ſich a fury 
as could be compar'd to nothing bur it ſelf. .On one ſide the great Arſaces, and on the 
other the brave Seleucus began that bloudy day, and the formoſt Ranks of each party, 
after having exchang'd a cloud of Arrows, cloſed to a nearer diſtance, and drawing their 
{words fell without delay to handy-blows. Their valiant Leaders who equally ſought for 
lory where the danger was greateſt, and who knew not one another by reaſon they had 
chang'd their Artns, ran fiercely to the charge, and having broke their Javelins upon 
their ſhields, which they mutually oppoſed againſt their ſtrokes, they ſhock'd each other 
with an incredible violence. js us was diforder'd in his ſeat, and Seleucus was like to 


have loſt his, yer did he ſettle himſelf again with a great deal of agility, and by his readi. 
neſs in drawing his ſword, cover'd part of the diſadvantage of that Encounter. Theſe 
two great men —_ the middle of their Troops, had 

Combat, but were 


not the liberty of a laſting 
th conſtrain'd by the throng that parted them, to carry death to 
| LIIKIIL 2 other 
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other perſons. Eucrates the ſon of Axiarchus, Prince of the inhabitants of Mount Cay. 
caſus, with his Brother Evagoras were the firſt that found it under the ſword of Arſaces 
and though they had courage, and that they — him both together, their Attempts 
were to no purpoſe _ im, and receiv*d a different death, one by the point, the 
other by the edge of his keen ſword. From theſe he paſſed on to other Enemies, diſdain. 
ing common ones to chuſe out thoſe that were more terrible ; Oxyartes, Eumenes, C9. 
phes, and Ilyoneus, indeavour'd to follow him amongſt the thickeſt, but though they did 
Actions worthy of their great Reputation, Arſaces open'd their way whitherſoever he 
turn'd, and in all places left bloudy marks of his having paſſed. Seleucus and his men 
conteſted for the advantage with wondrous courage, and the hand of Seleucus had alrea. 
dy laid Cophes in the duſt, and given two dangerous wounds to Ilyoneus ; but then Per. 
diccas made Caſſander advance with his Battalion on the right hand, and Leonatus with 
another on the left. The falling on of the fierce Argiraſpides, who gave death to allthat 
came before them, ſoon made the Victory incline toward Perdiccas his ſide, and if Prince 
Oroondates in perſon had not brought up Lyſimachus with his Troops, thoſe of Arſaces 
would have been in manifeſt _ Demetrius by the ſame Order, aſſaulted Leonatys 
alſo at the ſame time, but with ſuch vigour, that he preſently trampled under foot whatſo. 
ever oppoſed his _ This double re-inforcement eng'd the form of the Battel, 
and all Perdiccas Go advantage was loſt in a fight of more equality ; but Python then ap. 
peared with his arm'd Chariots, and ruſhing on witk them into the Enemies I nfantry, did 
very conſiderable Execution. Oroondates commanded one young Alexander with his, 
which making a no leſs bloudy {laughter return'd a cruel exchange to the contrary party. 
Then it wasthat the face of the Battel became more horrible, and that death ran x Ln 
all the Ranks in many hideous and diſmal forms. Oroondates having diſ-ingag'd you 
of the firſt cares of his Command, began to fight now in his own perſon, and afterhe 
had ſlain the firſt that withſtood his fury, ſought Perdiccas amongſt all his Enemies, and 
made his name reſound which way ſoever he went. Perdiccas avoided not the Combat, 
but he was inviron'd by a number of his friends, to whom Oroondates his Valour was 
well known, and who by the triall they had made of it in the former Battel, were afraid 
with reaſon for their General, and oppoſed the deſign he had to ſtand the fury of that 
dreadfull Enemy. Oroondates hew'd open his paſſage to them, bur not without difficul. 
ties, and dangers wherein any other rhan but he would have been loſt. Python who at 
the head of his Chariots made a lamentable Maſſacre of the Foot, having a while beheld 
his admirable Actions, notwithſtanding the hazard he ſaw in that Reſolution, had yet the 
boldneſs to encounter him, and remembring in how many perils he had out-brav'd pale 
death under the command of Alexander, he thought that without diſhonour he could 
not ſhun that laſt. With this belief he oppoſed Oroondates his paſſage, and charg'dhim 
with ſo weighty a ſtroke, as made the Prince of Scythia know the vigour of his Enemy, 
but he ſoon gave him better proofs of his, for with his ſhield receiving thoſe blows where- 
with he ſeconded his firſt, he with one ſingle thruſt, in the defaulr of his Cuiras, found 
entrance to the ſeat of life. That famous Captain opening his arms fell dead at the 
feet of Agenor his youngeſt ſon, who not willing to ſurvive his father, inſtead of giving 
him the laſt aſliſtance, ran deſperately as a Lion to his Revenge ; Cruell man, _ he 
to the Prince) ſince thou haſt kill'd my father, either die, or kill me alſo. As he ſpake 
theſe words, he ruſh'd precipitately upon him with ſo little circumſpeRion, that inthe 
point of the ſword yetreaking with his fathers bloud, he found the end of that life, 
which he no longer would preſerve. Nearchus a moſt intimate friend to Python , 
flew upon his Murtherer with a great many others, but the f urious Scythian made way 
amongſt them like a thunder-bolt, and ſending ſome of the- forwardeſt to bite the 
ground, laid Nearchus himſelf there alſo, having given him two very dangerous wounds, 
This Action was in the fight of Perdiccas and of his friends, who altogether ran upon 
Oroondates with terrible cries, and with Perdiccas whom he ſought, had like to have 
made him alſo finde his death, Yet did he lay about him with a more than manly fierce- 
neſs, and there came but few blows from his hand, that drew not ſome of the Enemies 
bloud. He had deſcried Perdiccas in the middeſt of them, and *twas at Perdiccas he 
ruſh'd headlong, through the claſhings of a hundred ſwords. Are theſe (cried he to "_ 
the 
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the effes of thy gallant Reſolution, and of thy love? Come out of that Crowd, which 
faves me from thy Valour, and if thou art a worthy ſucceſſour of Alexander, ſhun not 
the fword of thy Rival, and of thine Enemy. Theſe words receiv'd no Anfiver but the 
blows of a great many {words at the ſame time, and without doubt that obſtinate Prince 
had met his death among ſo great a number of foes if the Gods had not ſent Arlaces, 
and Lyſimachus, with a Troop of valiant men to his Relief. . Arſaces was all dyed in 
bloud, and Lyſimachus had ſhed ſo much that his Arms were red all over with it. Thoſe 
two brave Princes having found Oroondates in ſo great a danger ; Courage, (cried they 
both together) we muſt conquer, we muſt take Revenge, and breaking into that Rampart 
of men which ſheltred Perdiccas from the Prince of $cythia's fury, quickly lefſen'd their 
number , and with Actions worthy of themſelves , diſ-ingag'd their gallant friend. 
Oroondates was ſorry he had anglothed the care of a General, to follow his particular 
Revenge, and knowing that all the Enemies Army began to incompals them, ſent word by 

Alexander to Craterus,and tothe Amazon Queen, that they ſhould bring up the laſt Bat- 
talions to charge. This Order was preſently perform'd, and Craterus on the one ſide, 
and chat matchleſs Queen on the other,came into the fight, preſently after Alcetas,Peuce- 
ſtas, and Neoptolemus. Then it was that the maſſacre grew horrible, and that the famous 
Troops of Alexander, with the renowned Amazons, flew many thouſand men, whoſe 
courage might have prolong'd their deſtiny againſt other Enemies. But on the other 
party the Macedonians, and the invincible Argiraſpides made no leſs ſlaughter of thoſe 

with whom they fought. Thoſe fearleſs women led by their warlike Queen, got ground 
of Neoptolemus his Squadrons, and Thaleſtris being ingag'd in fight with their Com- 
mander, after ſome blows that paſſed without inequality, wounded him at laſt with many 
others, and made him fall under the Horſes feet. No ſooner was Alcetas come up into the 
battel, but Lyſimachus had ſought him through all the field, loudly defying him to the 
Combat, and by provoking words inviting him to uſe the ſame diligence on his ſide ; but 
Alcetas was not at liberty to do ſo, for he was then exchanging blows with Demetrius, 
and that with ſo little advantage, that if his friends had not deliver'd him out of the 
hands of that young Prince, there was no doubt but he had loſt his life. Among all the 
chief Commanders on either ſide, there was not one but made himſelf remarkable that 
day, by many proofs of courage. Lyſimachus did Actions beyond all the fabulous He- 
roes ; Prolomeus thruſt on by an old animoſity, cloſed often with Seleucus, bur they ſtill 
were parted by their men, and carried the effects of their anger other where, which be- 
came fatal to divers valiant Souldiers. Eumenes ſought all abour for his ancient Enemy 
Neoptolemus, but the Amazon Queen had already Eiparchrd him to his hand. Crate- 
rus, Oxyartes, Polyperchon, Antigonus and Laomedon, appear'd both in the duties of 
Commanders, and in the Actions of Souldiers, worthy of their high Reputation. Part 
of the day was paſſed without giving any probable conjecture of the ſucceſs of that 

bloudy battel, when Statanor (whom Perdiccas had refery'd with ſix thouſand Horſe) ad- 

vanc'd at the Orders he receiv'd, and came pouring down upon the Amazons. Seleucus 

on the other ſide having rallied the Argiraſpides; Invincible Argiraſpides, (cried he) 

who have never fought but to overcome, will you ſuffer your ſelves to be robb'd of a 

Victory which is your due? And will you loſe in one fingle day that high Renown you 

have acquired in fo many years? Ah! Letusratherdie together, and if we cannot be 

Conquerours, let us at leaſt fall with a glory worthy of the memory of Alexander. 

With theſe words he ran formoſt into the Lydan Squadrons, and having with a ſhock 

orethrown their Princethe brave Menander, he with two ſpeeding blows (lew Cleobulus, 

and Leoſtenes, the ſons of Ariobarſanes, who fought near his perſon. The Argiraſpides 

encouraged by that glorious Example, gave ſuch a furious charge againſt the Lydians, 

and Cylicians that ous, wwe their oppoſition they made them turn their backs, and 

began to purſue them. with a terrible Execution. On the other ſide the Amazons not ha- 

ving been ableto reſiſt the brunt of Statanors Cavalry, had given back in ſpite of them, 
and thoſe freſh men falling in when they were tir'd with fighting ; put them in ſo great 
Gſorder, that they wanted but very little of being defeated. The valiant Thaleſtris | op} 

wonders in her own perſon,ſawClitemneſtra & Amalthea fall dead at her feet,and running 

headlong to theirRevenge,herHorſe was kill'd under her with a multitude of wounds. The 

LULLLLL 3 danger 
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danger in which ſhe ſaw her ſelf could _— daunt her, but fighting afoot with an invir. 
cible courage,ſhe made a heap of bodies which for a while defended her from her foes. Yer 
was ſhe ready to haveloſt her life, not being able to hope for any Relief from her routed 
Amazons, when the Gods brought Arſacesto her afliſtance. The name of Arſaces ſtruck 
a fear into the Enemies Troops, but before he could make his paſſage to the Queen, her 
Cask was fallen at her feet, and her head being unarm'd would certainly have been 
wounded by the hand of cruell Statanor, if the unexpeRted ſword of a Warriour who 
appear'd upon a ſudden, had not ſlaſh'd off that facrilegious arm, and with a ſecond 
blow taken the life of that barbaro us man, whom the ſight of ſo much beauty had 
not been able to make relent. After this Action, that valiant man ſlew Sinus alſo 
the Prince of Suſiana, who was one of the eagereſt to kill or take the Queen, and pave 
the ſon of Scytheus a mortal wound. By theſe Exploits he ſcattred the throng wherewith 
Th aleſtris was almoſt orewhelm'd, and had already procur'd her means to get upon Sta. 
tanor's Horſe, when they ſaw the toe give way at the arrival of the redoubted Arſaces. 
Arſaces was follow'd by a ſquadron of Ba&trians and Cappadocians, who under ſuch a 
Leader quickly chang'd the tace of the Combat ; for charging into the thickeſt of Scy. 
theus his Suſians, and Zogdians, he not onely ſtopp'd their impetuoſity, but made them 
loſe the deſign they had againſt the life of their Enemies, to think upon the preſervation 
of their own. How many courageous men fell then under the ſword of great Arſaces 
and how much bloud did he pour forth to the fair Amazons Revenge, and to Darius his 
memory ! Scytheus was one of the firſt that felt his fury, who being run quitethrough 
the body, fell without breath in the middle of his Troops. Arthous Prince of the Pelaſ. 
gians would have reveng'd his friend, but he met a deſtiny which differ'd onely in this, 
that Scytheus receiv'd lis death by the point of Arſaces ſword, and he his by theedge, for 
both his arms, which he had lifted up to diſcharge a Llow with all his force on his Enemies 
head being cut off cloſe to his elbows, he was carried away a while by his unguided Horſe, 
and tumbled art laſt _ the feet of the reſt, where he miſerably loſt his life. Thar 
Warrier who had firſt reliev'd the Amazon Queen, ſeconded Arfaces with blows little 
different from his, and Thaleſtris being got on horſe-back, and having put on her Cask 
again by his aſtiſtance, labour'd in her own Revenge with marvellous animoſity. The 
Amazons rallied in a little time, and m_ incour by the Example of their Queen, 
and by the help of the Ba&rians, and of the Cappadocians their neighbours, they came 
on a feſh with ſuch a fury, that the Troops of Statanor, the Sufians and the Zogdians 
having loſt their chief Commanders, were no longer ableto withſtand them, but havin 
fought a whule retiring, at laſt turn'd their backs, and quitted the Victory and theFiel 
together. The Conquerours ſeeing them routed, follow'd their advantage withloud 
cries, bvt in the interim on the other wing of the Battel the ſucceſs was very contrary. 
The Argiraſpides and Macedonians led by the furious Seleucus, Caſſander and Perdiccas 
who then fought there in perſon, after having broken the Lydian and Pamphilian ſqua- 
drons, werealready inlarging their Victory upon the Phrigians, and by little and little 
were putting the better part of the Army in a Rout. They ſtill advanc'd like an impetuous 
Torrent which nothing was able to reſiſt, when the Gods for the ſafety of their foes 
brought Prince Oroondates to oppoſe them, who with Prolomeus, and Lyfimachus, 
came from another part of the Battel where his preſence had been neceſſary.O Gods,how 
great was the indignation of the Prince of Seyehin, when he ſaw his defeated Troops fly 
ſhamefully before the face of their Enemies. Certainly, it would be very hard torepre- 
ſent his fury, but they tHat came in his way felt the prodigious effeRts of it ; he caſt up his 
terrible brow on every fide, and having a while conſidered that ſad form of Combar, he 
callopp'd before the chief of them that fled, and raiſing his voice that he might be 
heard ; Whither fly you (cried he) valiant men? Whither fly you > What Retreat have 
you if you loſethis Battel > What Walls to eſcape the fury of your Conquerours? and 
how will you ſave your ſelves either fromDeath,or from eternal infamy?Are you the ſame 
men that fought under Alexander the Great > and the ſame men who bur a few minutes 
ſince, had ſo oy begun the ViRory ? By what accident, and by what loſſes are you 
chang'd and weaken'd ? In ſpeaking theſe words he oppoſed their flight with his ſword 


up, and ſtopping one of the-chief Lydian Captains by the arm. Stay, (ſaid he) ow 
about, 
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about, ſee here are thine Enemies. By theſe words animated with an extraordinary geſture, 
and ſeconded by others trom Lylimachus, and Prolomevs, he made ſome of thoſe irighted 
men take heart again, but he encourag'd them a great deal better by his Actions. Follow 
me, | ſaid he to them | do but follow me the way that I will open to you ; and atthe ſame 
time having obſery'd Seleucus at the head of the Argiraſpides, be jadgy'd that a good part of 
the Victory conſiſted in defeating him. He advanc'd toward him with a threatning cry, and 
{cleucus who ſaw him coming, expected him with a great deal of Reſolution ; the firſt 
ſtrokes they gave were reaſonable equal, but though at another time Seleucus might have 
been able to make a long reſiſtance ; Oroondates his force was then redoubled by his 
violent anger, and he ſhew'd no ſmall proof of it, when being cloſed with Seleucus, he 
lock'd him fo ſtrongly in his arms, that clapping ſpurs to his Horie, he lifted that gallant man 
out of his ſaddle, and — carried him above twenty paces, let him fall quite aſtonied a- 
mong the horſes teer. Caſlander to revenge Seleucus ſtruck Oroondates a blow behinde, 
but the turious Prince turning about to him, made his ſword come down with ſuch a force 
ppon his head, that his Cask wasdeeply dinted by it, and Caſlander bimſelf, having his face 
bath'd in bloud, reel'd from his Horſe among ſome of bis men who were come up to his Re» 
lief. Perdiccas could not fee theſe Actions without being terrified, yet having courage e- 
nough to _ death before infamy, he did not turn his back, but dar'd to ſtand the furious 
Prince, who knowing him by many marks, flew at him as an Eagle at his prey. Thou muſt 
die Perdiccas, (cried he) thou muſt die for Statira, ſince thou art unworthy to live for her. 
With theſe words he ruſh'd upon him with a fierceneſs which made him grow pale under 
his arms, and forc'd him to approve of the help he receiv'd trom thoſe about him. Wirth 
two blows Oroondates gave him, he dyed his Arms in bloud, which came ſtreaming from 
two ſeveral places, but as eager as he was upon his Victory he could not hinder Perdiccas 
his friends trom thruſting themſelves between, nor from reicuing him out of his hands half 
vanquiſh'd, and halt dead. Oroondates took Revenge for the diſpleaſure he receiv'd, upon 
ſomie ot thoſe that cauſed it, and at the ſame time turning lus eye towards his own men, he 
ſaw Peuceſtas and Leonatus fall by the hands of doen and Prolomeus. By theſe brave 
Examples the Phrigians, Lydians, and Pamphilians aid their flight, and fac'd about to their 
Enemies with ſo great Reſolution, that they ſeeing themſelves depriv'd of thoſe valiant Com- 
manders,who had animated them, had not enough to make reſiſtance ; eſpecially when they 
ſaw the brave Demetrius follow'd by a good Body of Horſe, come thundring upon them, 
 andCratervsalſoatthe head of the Macedonians. This ſecond charge finding them waver. 
ing, utterly rook away their courage, ſo that of terrible Conquerours which they were a 
ſew minvtes before, they became timorous Run-aways, and inſtead of Victory, which by ſo 
much bloud they had almoſt gotten, they onely ſought to ſave themſelves by flight. Thar 
Rout amongſt them was ſo general, that the ſtouteſt of them ſhamefully turn'd their backs, 
and even the two chiet Leaders of the Argiraſpides, Antigenes, and Teutamus both wound. 
ed by the ſwords of Lyſimachus and Demetrius, being eſcap'd out of their hands like feeble 
birds out of a Falcons tallons, fled to avoid the danger that threaten'd them, and by their 
example perteted the routing of their men. They are beaten, my valiant friends, (cried 
Prince Qroondates) they are beaten, and if you negle& not the Advantages your valour 
has given you, this is the laſt day ot the War and of your Enemies. As he had ſaid theſe 
words, he threw himſelf among them who yet made oppoſition, the greateſt part of which 
were Macedonians, and having with the Troops that vigorouſly ſeconded him, watred the 
field with the bloud of thoſe that were moſt reſolute, the reſt unable to ſuſtain his violence, 
followed the example and the deſtiny of their companions. From this part of the bare}, 
and from that where Arſaces, Thaleſtris, and Eumenes had fought with the ſame ſucceſs, the 
Rout ſpread over all the field, and Perdiccas his whole party gaveit ſelf up either to flight, 
or to the mercy of the Enemy ; nor was there longer any fighting ſeen, bur onely execuri- 
on without reſiſtance, and a lamentable ſlaughter which for a long time the Commanders 
were not able to hinder. The Amazons incenſed by theloſs of their Companions, gave 
ſtore of bloud to their Revenge, and the people of the moſt cruell natures, as the Thraci- 
ans, Arabes, and Hircanians, not regarding pity covered the ground all over with dead 
bodies. Thole that could make uſe of the ſwittnels of their Horſes, ſought ſafety toward 
the Town, but the miſerable Foot, either loſt their lives upon the place,or tound their deaths 
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in the River, where they leap'd in.head-long to ſhun the Sword of their Enemies. The wa. 
ters of Euphrates, which before were cleare and pure, turn'd red with the bloud of many 
thouſands, and ſeem'd to fwell _ with thoſe ſtreams, which made a ſecond River upon 
their banks. . The renown'd Arſaces carried on by the ardour of the fight, had croſſed 
through ſo many Squadrons, that he at laſt was come near the place, where Oroondates 
by his glorious Actions had 4 the Victory to his party, and ſeeking for reſiſtance 
whereſoere he thought he might findeit, was brought by Seleucus his good tortune, where 
that valiant man, reduc'd to the laſt extremity of his life, was diſputing the remainders of 
it afoot againſt a company of Souldiers, who but for his arrival had certainly made an end 
of. lim. 'Arſaces having heard ſome body name him, and knowing him by divers marks, he 
who though he had not known him, and for all he was an Enemy, would not have ſuffer'd 
ſo brave a man to be (lain, rode up before all his Souldiers, and by redoubled cries ſtoppin 
the fury of the hotteſt among them, drew near to Seleucus, who making uſe of the reſpite 
that wasgiven him, ſet the point of his Sword upon the ground, and leaning on the Hilttg 
take a httle reſt and breath, ſaw his bloud run Gon from a great many parts of his body, 
Arſaces putting up the Beaver of his Helmet ; Valiant Seleucus, (faid he) you ſhall not die, 
nor ſhall you be overcome, Arſaces will repay you part of what he ows you, and though he 
was not oblig'd royou for his life, he with all generous men, ows his Relief unto your vir. 
tue. FSelevcus knowing: him, would no longer diſpute his life, nor his liberty againſt 
him, but preſentiug him his Sword; yield my ſelf, (faid he)and I yield my ſelf without ſhame 
to the great Arſaces, with this belief that if he had not ceaſed to be my friend, I ſhould not 
now have been conquer'd. Arlaces was going to reply, when he perceiv'd him to grow 
pale, and by little and little to fink into a ſwown, which his wearineſs and loſs of bloud 
had cauſed. He imbrac'd him preſently, to hold him up, and feeling him faint in his arms, 
he turn'd towards ſome he knew, and making them take him up, commanded them toc 
him into-his Tent, and lay him in his Bed, with the ſame care he would have defired to his 
own perſon. Then ſeeking Oroondartes, on every (ide he found him buſied with Lyſima 
chus, Demetrius, and Ptolomeus, to ſtop the (laughter of ſo many men, who had given 
over all reſiſtance. Spare Friends, (cryed he, running from place to place) ſpare thoſe who 
were your Countrymen, and your fellow-ſouldiers, there has been bloud enough ſhedal- 
ready, and our Victory for being the more bloudy, cannot now be any thing the moreen- 
tire. Arſaces help'd the Prince of Scythia in that imployment, and by the carethey took, 
they ſav'd the lives of many thouſand men. The Souldiers having long been deaftothoſe 
commands, began to obey in many places, and giving Quarter, took ſome of their Ene- 
mies Priſoners, leaving che reſt free liberty to eſcape ; All thoſe that could pet off retir'd 
to Babylon, the Gates whereof were ſet open to them, and of all that mighty number of 
Souldiers, which a few hours. before had covered all the Plain, there remain'd not any 
without the Walls but what were either dead or Prifoners. In ſhort, our Princes had as total 
a Victory asthey could have wiſh'd, and if the ardour of Oroondates and Arfaces had 
been follow'd, they that very day would have appear'd at the heels of the Run-aways, be- 
fore the Gates of Babylon ; but Antigonus, Craterus, and Polyperchon oppoſed that Re- 
ſolution, and knowing that it was near night, and that the City was not in a con- 
dition to beeaſily taken, they ſtaid their impetuouſneſs with very ſpecious Reaſons, and 
telling them how well they ought to be ſatisfied with the Actions of that Day, perſwaded 
them to beſtow the reſt of it in the care of their wounded men, and in the help they ow'd un- 
to their Friends, many of whom lying among the dead might yet have need, and being in 
a condition to make uſe of their aſliſtance. The two great Princes, to whoſe Valour and 
ConduRthe Army confeſſed it ſelf indebted for the ViRory, ſubſcrib'd to the opinion of 
their Friends, and after having imploy'd their care, and their Authority in quieting all the 
Field, they cauſed a Retreat to be ſounded-on every ſide, moderating their impatience by 
hope of laying Siege within a few days to Babylon. 
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CALISTA. 
£T 1a, Caliſta, at la$} IT am got to the exd of that 
A 5 long carreer, in which I have run by your command. 

The courſe perhaps hath been contemptible, nor have 
42 I been ſo little aided by the inſpirations you have 

iven me, as to look back, upon it with ſhame, or with diſcon- 

tent. But Caliſta, where are the Crowns ? where is the Prize 
that ſhould have waited for me at the end of the Race ? and 
where 3s that repoſe I thought I had labored for,in obeying you? 
and which I thought I ſhould have found, as well as my now 
fortunate Heroes ? They all are inthe Haven, Caliſta, and 4 
remain alone in thoſe fierce ſtorms, from which,l for your ſake, 
delivered them. The compaſſeon you bad of their diſaſters, 
made me ſeek for their contentment,by forgetting my own ; a 
you finde ſo great a ſatisfaGion in the end of all their miſeries, 
that you never ſo much as ſpend a thought on mine. Can I have 
this cruel, this tormenting knowledge without accuſing you of 
injuſtice ? and may I not, without offending that eS nbg 
I bave never violated, take a liberty to utter ſome complaints 
againſt you ? Certainly leſs reaſonable ones have been pardon- 
ed, and I have taken pains enough for your diverſion, - and 
perchance too for your glory , to hope for ſome kinde of ac< 
knowledgement from you. The farr name of Caliſta (if I may 
ſay ſo wuh modeſty ) hath not appeared with any diſgrace at 
the beginning of this Work, ; and Callandra hath been ſo 
bappy in ber AfliStions, as to be able to tell you without wani- 
ty, ſhe hath added ſomething to your reputation. Though it 
may be I bave unjuſtly fancied that conceit, it draws me not 
from belief, much better grounded. I know that all I can poſ- 
84 ſebly 
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fly do, comes ſhort of what I owe you ; and for all I demand. 
ed a recompence, E am not ignorant that I receive a perfeC one, 
in the glory of obtaining your Commands. 

Well then Caliſta, F have nothing to defire of you, and 
ſhall be fully ſatisfeed, if Tbawe but ſucceeded paſſably in the 
deſign of pleaſing you. Read this Concluſton you have ſq 
much defired of Quoondates his adwentures, yet as you read 
it, make ſome reflexion upon him, that gives it you, and re. 
member with ſome touch of compaſſion, That while your faith. 
ful $4 put anend to the misfortunes of others, he ſtill con- 


tinued in his owhl, 
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$$$SHHe death of many thouſand men, which our Princes loſt in that 
hong by Blocdy battel, could not damp the general rejoycing for ſo _— 
3 


Y T tant a Victory z and the Conquerors retiring trom among the 
5 to return into their Camp, made all the Field of Babylon reſound 
SEEES with ſhrill cryes that eccho'd to the Heavens. The Princes, though 
more moderate in their good fortune, could not oppoſe the motions 
of ſo reaſonable a Joy , nor themſelves difſemble the ſatisfaftion they received 
from that happy ſucceſs : Yet had they hoped for it before with a marvellous 
confidence, and by the little order they had taken about their Baggage, in caſe of 
a contrary event, and abour the conſervation of thofe things, and even of thoſe 
perſons that were dear to them ; They ſufficiently had teſtified, that they marched 
either to Death or Viory. The Princeſſes,and the other Women of the Camp,whe 
had ſpent that day at the foot of their Altars, had no ſooner learn'd the iflue , 
but they came forth to meet them, tranſported with an exceſs of gladneſsz and 
covering their particular fears in the general ſatisfa&ion, welcomed them, all 
bloody, with cheerful acclamations, and would have run on to greater Liberties, 
if the fight of their Blood had not withheld them, by an a + wv of their 
Wounds. Though Berenice had not doubred perhaps, where ſhe ſhould beſtow her 
chiefeſt Wiſhes, ſhe doubted where ſhe ſhould beſtow her firſt publike Expreſsions ; 
and though ſhe preſently fell upon Oroondates his Neck, it was not without fixing 
her eyes upon Arſaces ; yet after ſhe had paid what ſhe thought due to modeſty, 
ſhe alſo contented her affe&ion : And being no longer in terms, no nor ſo much 
as in a reſolution to hideit, when it was approved by all thoſe perſons, to whom 
ſhe was to be accountable, ſhegave all the marks of it to her dear Artaxerxes, 
which he could have defired from her in that encounter. Alas ! How often had 
ſhe grown pale that day, at the remembrance of thoſe dangers, into which that 
Prince was gone to precipitate himſelf ? And how often had ſhe frighted her ſelf 
with mortal apprehenfions , That the Arms of the Macedonians might be more 
cruel, then thoſe of the Scyibiaxs ? and that he might perchance meet that death 
amongſt thcir Swords, which he had ſo many times eſcaped in the Wars of ber 
Country ? But ſeeing him come off ſafe from ſo great a danger, and with him that 
dea1 Brother, for whom her fears had been redoubled, ſhe ftood in need of all her 
moderation to contain her felf, Arſaces received thoſe laſt marks of her my" 
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with that powerful intereſt, whereby he had ingaged himſelf ſo many years, and 
OronfLate Youſd hf ſatisfation for that neg coniiderably angmtnred by the 
tender kindneſſcs of that dear Siſter , and by the raviſhing contentrarnts of tha: 
worthy Brother. Apumia and Arſinoe, were neither leſs concerned, nor lels offici- 
ous about their noble Hnsbands, and their Brothers ; and Dei4amia ſeemed to 
haveNtopt her tears a While, and to have ſuſpended the remembrance of rhe dead, 
£0 partake in the joy of thole Princeſſes, tro whom ſhe was already linked with a 
very real friendſhip, 

The firſt care our Princes took, before they went into their Tents, was that of 
tridiinf thanks finto the zodk by Sacrificey, whith were inſtantly offered ; the 
text, that of ſending to 6ut thoſe afhong the dcad, who wert yet ih & cofe 
dition to receive thcir aſs:ftance ; and the laſt, that of cauſing their own wounds 
to be ſearched and dreſſed : The Prittce« ſes were preſent at this a&tion in a terrible 
fearz and the Chirurgionsgatcer he Princes were laid in Bed, performed their of- 
fice verycarefufly. Of:ondmes and Artaxertes, who with profligiotis exploits 
had ſoffghic Dd and Wounds kMong ſo many thouſand Swords, by a kinde of 
mirke&te had hardly any hurt at &ll ; and the Princefſes had fcarce powertnough 
over them, to make them keep their B. ds the next day ; Lyſmachus was almoſt in 
the ſame condition ; Pr:{-mens his lefc Arm was run through with a Javelin, and 
Eumenes his Thigh with a Sword : Thaleſtris had three or four wounds, bur all 
flight ones ; and the Chirurgione, 'who knew her impatiency, gave her hope & 
being cured within a few days. Devietrius had received two dcep cuts in the right 
Shoulder 3 Antigonus and Polyperchon werewounded in the Head ; Crater and 
Prince Oxyartes not at all ; Laomedor and Menander were brought from among 
the ſlain with very little hope of lifez the condition of Arrabaſis his wwo for 
was little better : and there were 'very few of all them. | confiderablc Officen, 
that ſtocd not in'nced of the mon: help. Bur among thoſe that werem 
carcftlly looked to , Sefexcis, forall he wasan enemy, had the advantage of all 
the reſt; and Prince Artuxerxes, who had cauſed him to be laid inhis own Cham« 

'ber, and whoto leave'irtoliim, meant to retire himſelf into char of Oroondam, 
would not fuffer hisArmsto be taken off, till-he had becn pretent arthe drefzing 
of his Wounds. Se{mers was huft in the head, in the body,and in the -lefrrarm, bur 
they judped hintnotitobe in danger of death ; At which news, Arſaces ſhewedby 
all his ation , -How Freat an Iittreſthe rook in'the tafery of that gallant man, 
After tie had given him /all maner of affurance of it, and that Oroordates by his 
example, tad with exceſsive civilicies teſtihed his eſteem of him, they letrthe 
'Chamber'ftee, thr he'might rake his reſt, and obeyed the defires of the Princeſſes, 
twhoconſiraltied'them'to think of their own healths. While they were giving this 
ſqecor to Selewtts, Lyſimachns and Ptolomens did the ſame to Lewmatus and Nearehws 
who trere foundall wornded among the priſoners z and wichour doubt had loſ 
their lives, as well' as their blood, if they had tiot been very carefully afsiſted, 
'Lyſimathus forgot nothing that was due utrito theirquality, and to his ancient ac 
quaintance with them ; and laying afide all maner of enmity, he ufed them re> 
ther Itke his old Friends, then like his priſonets. Craterus, Oxyaries, and the rſt 
thar were not hurt, _ part of the night ir that imployment ; and thoſethat 
Were wounded, in that reſt which was neceſſary for them. The next mornin 
without expeRing tobe ſued toby their enemies, as in probability they mig 
have done, they freely- ſent them leave to ferth off, or burn'the dead of their 
party z and at the fame time Craterwwith ſome of thoſe, who were able to dt 
company him, went into the Field of - Battle t& pay the laſt dnry to their Friends. 
There it was, that Brothers with tears ſought the bodies of their Brothers, and 
that Fathers found their mangled Sons : Thote Objets were ſo lamenrable, that 
they were able'ro toach the hardeſt hearts with'compaſsion ; and all that day ws 
fpehe on doth tides tn mmourifal 'tmployments. The number of thedead, which 
had alrtady began to be computed by the'remainder of the livirig, was then con- 
firmed wvith ſorrow, 4ind wasſo great , That the Plain lay covered whitheaps bv 
ES 
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bodies, for the {pace of threeſcore Furtongs : Of our Prince's ſide, there were 
found above twenry thouſand, among which, Philip the Leader of the Hyrcanians, 
Oreftes the Brother of Philotas, Prince of the Cilicians ; Cleomenes, Ptolomes his 
Lieutenant; Emuriftexs, Lieutenant to Exmenes ; Lamachws, Antiſthenes, Leofthenes 
and Cleobulus ; the two valiant Amazones, Clitemneftra and Amalthes, and many 
more, whom their quality and vertue made conliderable in the Army. But on 
Perdiccas his fide, Fourſcore thouſand men were {lain upon the place, and amongſt 
them, the valiant Pythoz and his ſon Agenor ; Sinw the Commander of the Suſians, 
Scytbens ; Statanor and Arthins Princes of the Zogdians,Drabe's, Argeans and Pelaſgi« 
gu; Eucrates and Evageras the ſons of Axiarchus,and a great hr of worker. 
were with much grict brought off by their Friends from the Field of Battel. 
Onely the moſt con{iderable Officers, or thoſe that had particular Friends, were 
carried tro the Camp, and to Babylon to receive Funeral rs; and all the reſt 
were with a moral, conſ-nt, piled up in ſeveral heaps, and burnt with the uſual 
Orders and Ceremonies : While Craterxs, Prince Oxyartes, and old Artabaſus, 
were buſted in this office, the wounded Princes took their reſtin Bed, as they had 
been enjoyned : And becauſe the Prince of Perſia could not that day pay his Ci- 
vilitics to Seleucis in perſon, he ſent often into his Chamber to know how he did, 
Oromdates did the ſame, and afterward he ſent to viſit Leonatus and Nearchus, 
though Lyſimachus and Ptolomews, for all they themſelves were wounded, omitted 
not to take an extraordinary care of them. Berenice that day kept her Brother,and 
her ſervant company, ns both in the ſame Chamber ; and ſhe had thereby 
the convenience to follow her inclinations without wounding her modeſty, and 
render what ſhe owed to her loved Oroondates, without being ſeparated from her 
dear Arſaces ; Yet before ſhe went to them, ſhe had ſtaid a great while with Queen 
Thaleftris, to whom ſhe was tyed with a very particular atte&ion z and who that 
day had a throng in her Chamber of all thoſe perſons, that were ſo well as to viſit 
her. The gallant a&ions ſhe had done in the Battel were loudly extoF'd by all 
the World , but ſhe could not think of the death of Amalthes and Clitemneſtre 
without a great deal of trouble; ſhe had ſeen-thoſe valiant Women flain at her 
feet for her defence, and remembred ſhe had been kill'd her ſelf, but for the ſuccor 
of a Warrier ; who by effefts of Valor that were quite extraordinary, had ſaved 
her from Statanor's Sword, and from a thouſand others, which then were turned 
againſt her ; notwithſtanding all the care ſhe had taken to inform her ſelf, ſhe fill 
was ignorant to whom ſhe was engaged for that good ſervice ; and though ſuch 
famous a&ions might have given their Author occafion enough to publiſh th 
there was no body in the Army that boaſted to have done them. When ſhe mu 
egood while upon that adventure,ſhe in that relief found ſomething very ſuitable, 
tw what ſhe in-former times had received from her lovely Orextes, when ſhe was 
priſoner ro Neobarſanes ; ſhe fancied that Warrier to have ſomething in his ation 
andin his maner of fighting, like her dear Oroxtes ; and if ſhe had not beliey 
kim then to be a great way off, ſhe had thought it might have been Orontes hime 
felf, ro whom. ſhe was indebted for her life. That thought, which yet ſhe ſtuck 
upon but very little, brought all thoſe others ſtraight into her minde, wherewith 
he. was continually lext; and having firſt repreſented her Orontes conſtant 
and lovely, andthen | 87 was ingratctul and injurious, it at laſt fet before her 
” her Orontes tumed penitent, and her Oroxtes more paſsionate then ever ;: ſhe 
ſome time did all ſhe poſsibly could to approve the baniſhment ſhe had con« 
d&mncd him: to, but ſhe was notable to keep ſofirmly to her firſt reſolutions, and 
repented her felf, that ſhe had not yeilded to his repentance. Orontes ever loved 
we (ſaid ſhe). and it was nothing but his Lyve, that made his jealouſie commit all the 
mes I can-accuſe him of : If be had ceaſed to love me, that voyage I made toAlex= 
ander, which gave occaſion to his _— picions , - would bave been an indifferent thing, 
thim:; and to ſaytruth, He believed xothing, but hat our ſbamefwl cuſtoms made very 
credible; aud what whole Armies and whole Provinces believed, as well as be. This 
conkideration did ſometimes appeaſe her, :bur preſently the remeyabrance of thoſe 
wrongs 
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wrongs and killing injurics, ſhe had reccived from a man, whom, contrary to her 
Kin Sw Laws, ſhe had 1ſo dearly loved, wakned her reſcntments atreſh, and 
made her repent thas ſhe had given way to a thought of ance. Berenice, 
from whom ſhe kept nothing concealed, was made acquainted with her thoughts ; 
nor would ſhe hide them from the fair Deidamia, who charmed, as well as 

with the lovely qualities of that gallant Qucen, ſpent a good part of that day 
her Bed-fide. Ar laſt ſhe went away being perſwaded by 7haleſtris her ſelf, who 
counſelled her to viſit thoſe great wounded Princes, whole afsiſtance was not un- 
neceflary for the re-cſtabliſhment of her affairs. Deidamia willingly tollowed her 
advice, and after having paid that vilit to the Princes of Perſia and Scythia, ſhe 
went thence to the Tents of Antigens and Demetriis ; The Father r& 
ceived her with much civility and reſpet& , but the Son, who had not expetted fo 
great a happineſs, could not ſee her come into his Chamber, without having his 
heart diſturbed with extraordinary motions 3 All the remembrance of Hermime 
was diſsipated in his ſoul by the charms of Deidamia : And as he had very lightly, 
and very ſuddenly loved that former Miſtreſs, the Beauty and Merit of Deidama, 
to which all that was moſt lovely in Hermione bore no proportion, had engaged 
him again with the ſame ſuddenneſs ; and though out of the goodneſs of his Na- 
ture, he {till was very much troubled for that Womans misfortune, he had pre- 
ſerved but little remembrance of her Beauty , or of any thing cle that could 
make his love the companion of his ſorrow : Though all that have ſpoken of 
his life, accuſe him of too great facility in receiving the impreſsions of love; yer 
in that he received for Deidamia, he could neither be cenſured of weakneſs, nor 
of inconſtancy z and that Princeſs had ſo many advantages over Hermione,though 
ſhe had been alive, that it could not be thought ſtrange, Hermione ſhould yeildto 
her being dead. Demetrius diſputed no longer, then whethcr he ſhould love Dej- 
damia, but he diſputed whether he ſhould die without declaring his Paſsion to 
her, cr undertake a combat againſt the memory of 4gjs in her heart. That depth 
of grief, in which ſhe commonly was buried, did much abate his confidence; 
and thoſe mourntul imployments, in which the ſpent whole days, forbad him any 
other diſcourſe,then that of Tombs, and ſuch like Subjef&ts. Thus did that yong 
Prince ſuffer without daring to diſcover his real ſufferings, and as often as he was 
in company with Deidamia, he left the care to his eyes and fighs, of declaring 
what he felt, in a ſeaſon when he believed his mouth could not expreſs it without 
a violation of reſpe&t. He was in this condition, when he ſaw her comeinto his 
Chamber, and if, as ſhe was coming to his Bed-lide,ſhe had heedfu!ly taken notice 
of the changes of his countenance , that fight might have ſpared Demetrius part 
of the care he owed to the Declaration of his love. His confuſion might alſo 
have been perceived in his diſcourſe; and he thanked the Princeſs for the honor 
ſhe did him, in terms ſo little coherent, and ſo little proportionable tothe uſual 
fluentneſs of his expreſſion , Thar if ſhe had been in a condition to make a judge- 
ment thereupon, ſhe might certainly have in part obſerved,how much he was pre- 
poſſeſſed. What can T have done, Madam, ( ſaid he) or what ſhall Fever be able to 
do while T live, that may merit ſo great a favor,as this you do me ? I ſhould not be worthy 
of it, thcugh I had fpent my whole life in your ſervice ; and the ſhare I may have in this 
our vidtory, is much leſs glorious to me then theſe wounds, to which T owe the honor of this 
viſit. All the world (replied Deidamia) owes to your vertue, and to your quality, what 
T now pay ; and 1, above all others, am particularly obliged to your civilities, and to the 
protetiion, which yeu and thoſe of your party, by your example and for your ſake, have 
given to an afflitted Princeſs, driven out of her Country. After thele firlt paſſages, ſhe 
asked him concerning his health, and he, who in all her words found more occa- 
fion to diſcover his love, then confidence to venture upon it, wavered in an irre- 
ſoluteneſs, which was viſible in his face; and after having ſtaid a while without 
anſwering, Ab Madam ! ( ſaid he at laſt with a figh, and with looks that were 
ſufficient to have revealed his thoughts unto the Princeſs, if hers had not been 
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health ! and bow mich I ought to fear the wound of my ſoul, if Trecover theſe of my 
hedy ! He brought torth theſe words with ſo paſſionate an attion, That Deidaminr 
was tonched with them , and attributing his diſcourſe to the remembrance of 
Hermione : Though our ſouls (replied the) are equally wounded, our forces are unequal 
to refſt our ſorrows ; and when you give that to the memory of Hermione, which I owe to 
that of Agis, you ought to remember that you are a man, and that your affefion is not 
ed as mine, either npon great Services, or great Obligations. Demetrius, who 
was afraid to diſcover himſelt, was not ſorry that Deidamia had ill interpreted 
kis words, and yet he could not forbear to anſwer. The dead no longer make me ſigh 
for avy thing but grief, and I think that is as much as we both are obliged to pay them ; 
but if my beart be touched with another paſſion, the objett of it is not among thoſe things 
thet bave now no being. 1 would it pleaſed the gods, Madam, (continued he with a 
little more boldneſs) That my grief were my moſt violent paſſion, and that I were not 
cmftrained by another power to croſs thoſe thiughts which I have reverenced, and perhaps 
todifpleaſe that living perſon, who baniſhes the remembrance of the dead out of my ſoul , 
and who hath imperiouſly ſeiſc d upin this remnant of lite,my grief hath left me. Deme- 
trix made a ftop at theſe words, being confounded that he had ſaid ſo nuach, and 
trembling for Gas of the effef his diſcourſe might have produced : And without 
dcubt he had faid enough,to make that Princeſs comprehend the truth, it all her 
thoughts had not been very far from Matters of thatnature ; and it her ſorrow, 
giving her other employments, had not partly darkned the light of her undcr- 
_ She div'd not into the meaning of his words, as ſhe would have done 
inan ſeaſon ; and to let him-ſce ſhe bore a part in his diſcontents 3 As long 
&1 believed ({aid ſhe) that all your misfortunes were known to me, TI endeavored to com- 
f.rt you by the encounter of a perſon, touched with an aJiftion like that of yours ; but if 
Jon bave other ſufferings, that are not come unto my knowledge, mine cannot chooſe but be 
tugmented, by the ſhare which your vertue and your goodneſs makes me take in your un= 
happineſs. And if you are ſo generow, and ſo charitable (replied Demetrius, a little 
more confident then betore) ſhew me ſome ſigns of that compaſſion, which makes you 
have a ſenſe of my misfortunes. He caſt down his eyes at theſe words with ſome 
confuſion, and the Princeſs, in whom they began to cauſe a ſuſpition of the truth, 
was ſomething abaſt'd, as well as he : She could not imagine (10 ignorant ſhe was 
of her own power) that Demetrius from an extremity of grief, ſhould ſo ſoon 
havefaln into another paſſion ; and the little probability ſhe found in it, kept her 
uncertain what ſhe ſhould believe : And perchance ſhe had been ſtill in doubt, if 
Demetrius had not recovered courage / nm her ſilence, and had not made the 
utmoſt attempts upon his fears, to overcome the utmoſt difficulties. He fixt his 
ges again upon her face, and preparing her by his looks, for part of what he had 
tofay : Apis # dead, (ſaid he with a figh) but Demetrius | 4s alſo; and that 
wich Agis found in her deſpair, and in the arms of the Macedonians, I finde to the full 
in the charms of Deidamia 3 therein it is, my deſtiny is more glirious then that of my 
Rival, and my Fortune likewiſe ſhall be above bis, and above all other mens , if by the 
gift of my life I can obtain but a part of that place in your remembrance, which he tilt 
nw bath worthily poſſeſſed ; I would not ſtrive to conquer thoſe inclinations, which ſome 
reſemblance of Fortune made me to approve , if I were able to reſiſt this power, which 
bath drawn me away from mine, to give me others more legitimate ; nor would Tuſe my 
endeavirs to baniſh a Prince out of your memory, who merited your affefiion by the preat- 
meſs of his Services, if he were 7n a condition to reap the fruits of it. But Agis us now 
mlnger in the world, Madam , and one may truly ſay , That you love nothing, ſince you 
oely love that, which nolonger hath a Being; you are as free in your affeirons, as you 
Fere in the earlieſt years of your life ; and if their object ceaſe to be, they neither ought 
b any reaſon, nor can by any means continue after it. T have found that truth my jelf 
m a fortune like that of yours, and am more to believed then' another in this diſcourſe, 
by the teſtimony T can grve of it in mine own example. Demetrius ſtop'd at theſe words, 
ing the tears run down of a ſudden from Deidamia's fair eyes, and knowing by 
ber looks that this diſcourſe had ſenfibly affiited her, 4b ! My dear Agis, uw | 
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The ſighing with a moſt tender and palhonate ation) Ah ! My dear Agis, If you 
were neceſſitated to receive this offence, ſhould it not rather have been | wa any 0ther 
body, then Prince Demetrius ? Her tears interrupted her Speech for ſome few mo- 
ments , and in the mean time the reflction ſhe made upon this adventure, waken« 
ed her gricf again, without giving her any reſentment againſt Demetrius, That 
yong Prince was ſo worthy of affettion, and had by all his aftions diſpoſed her 
already to ſo much acknowledgement, and to ſo much good will toward him, 
That if ſhe could then have been capable of a ſccond imprellion of love,ſhe would 
have received it ſooner in favor of him , then. of any other perſon : Sothar 
though ſhe was firm on the reſolution of keeping her ſelf wholly to the aſhes of 
her Agis, yet did ſhe ſuffer Demetrius his Declaration, without breaking forth into 
anger againſt him, or without going beyond the bounds ot that ſweet moderation 
ſhe had formerly expreſſed ; and turning her eyes upon him with an air that ſeem- 
ed more ſorrowful then angry, Let us jill weep 1ogether ( ſaid ſhe ) let us weep, De- 
metrius, as we have done hitherto ; or if you think you have ſhed tears enough for your 
Hermione, ſuffer my grief and my affeciion to have other limits then yours : I owe ſp 
much to my deareſt Agis, that your example would not be ſufficient to juſtifie the change 
you propoſe to me ; and though I diſapprove not yours, I am arot in a condition to imitate 
it : Tour perſon is as conſiderable to me and as dear,as you can in reaſon deſire ; I neither 
am ingrateful to your good offices, nor blinde to your good qualities ; and the diſpleaſure 
you now have done me, hath not blotted out of my heart the value I have, an! ever wil 
have of you. But for Gods ſake ſuffer Agis to continue ſtil! maſter of it, and counſel me 
not to do an unfitting thing, if you judge me werthy of your efteem : This is a requeſt I 
moſt earneſily make to you, and you can give me no better proof of your affection, then by 
ceaſing to combat that, which ought to laſt as long as my li fy As ſhe ended theſe words, 
ſhe roſe up from her chair, and took leave of Demetrizs, without ſtaying for his 
reply; but it was with a countenance, in which ſorrow reign'd alone, and in 
which anger left no mark that could give him cauſc to fear, his love had madeher 
his enemy. 

Demetrius remained he knew not himſelf in what condition, and doubted a 
long time what judgement he ſhould make of his Fortune : Ar firſt he had a very 
ill opinion of it, and believed he found himſelf utterly rejefted by Deidemid's 
Declaration ; but afterward he thought he had no reaſon to expett a more favor- 
able event by the firſt diſcovery of his Pa 'on ; and that though the Princeſs ſhould 
indeed have inclinations to him, that went beyond cſ{teem and good will, ſheowed 
ſome reſiſtance both to the memory of Ag, and cven to modeſty it ſelf. In things 
we deſire, we naturally flatter our ſelves, and Demetrius finding occaſion to do b 
in Deidamid's modeſt carriage, hoped that by _ ſervices, he might ſhake her rc 
ſolution ; and with what = ſoever he was aſſaulted, he could not repent his 
having broken through thoſe firſt dithculties. 

While he was muling thus upon his Fortune, Oroondates was complaining of 
his, that had ſuffered Perdicc,s to eſcape trom his revenge, and had left him ftill in 
a condition, as much conquered as he was, to croſs him more, then ever, in his 
affeftion ; he could not call to minde that Statira was in his power, without 
yeilding much unto his grief, nor without fearing that his rival would revenge 
the ſhame of his deteat, by thoſe wy which lay open to him for wa wo lc, 
Lyſimachus his thoughts were like to his, and thoſe Princes paſſed the reſt of that 
day in diſquiets, which oppoſed their vitory. The next morning Oroondates, 

- and thePrince of Perſia, belicving their wounds too inconfiderable to make them 
keep their Beds, called for their clothes, and affoon as they were ready, went to- 
——_ into Seleucus his Chamber , having firſt ſent to know, whether their viſit 

would not be a trouble to him. Seleucus received the hcnor they did him with 2 

great deal of civility, and conſidering Arſaces then both by the greatneſs of his 
ations, and by that of his high birth ; and looking upon Oroondates, as he of all 
men living, whoſe vertue had ſhowed it ſelf by the gallanteſt marks, and as he, 


whole forces he had made tryal of himſelf with very little ſucceſs, he gon th 
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wounds to render them what he believed their due. They no ſooner were ſet 
down by his Bed-{idc, but Arſaces preventing the thanks he was going to return ; 
«] conld not have taken any rect ({aid he) it ſome light wounds had been able to 
©hinder me from coming = telt to ſechow you do; nor is my health dear 
enough to me, to keep me longer from a Prince, to whom 1 ow all maner of 
EreſpeCt for his vertue, and ro whom I am particularly indebted for my lite, If 
&] was ſo happy, as to =_ you any alliſtance (replied Seleucus) 1 was too fully 
CE recompence by the glory of having ſerved you ; and you have ſince ſo gene- 
Crouſly requited it , That the remembrance of that ſervice, which gave me the 
«honor of your friend{hip , ought to yeild to that of the Obligation I have t» 
«yon. We are all obliged to the Prince my Brother (added the Prince of Scythia ) 


' Eandif he had let thevaliant Selexcus periſh, he had let us lobſe the better part 


«of thoſe advantages, the gods have given us. I deſerved death (anſwered Se- 
®[eucus) ſince I dared to meet it from your hand ; and if I had received it,when I 
* was ſo bold as to oppoſe your valor, it would have been ſo glorious a one, that 
«ſhould have had no reaſon to lament my deſtiny, You defend your life too 
«yell Creplied the Prince) to let any fingle man have the glory to take it; and 1 
«* qw all the advantage I had over yon, to the help of my men, and to the routing, 
© of yours. 

Sens anſwered this modeſty of Oroondates with a perfeft ſubmiſſion ; and 
when from thoſe firſt civilities, they fell into another diſcourſe, Arſaces thruſt on 
by Or-ondates his Intereſts, and by his love to the remainders of his blood ; after 
having embraced Seleucxs to win a graiit of what he delired : © Generous Seleucus 
©({aid he if your friend(hip to Perdiccas can permit you, will you not tell us the 
«truth of the preſent condition of my Siſters , and will you not freely tell us 
«what eſtate they are in, and what uſage they receive? After the confe':on Per- 
© Jjccas himſelf hath made to you (replied Seleucus) IT may give you that (atis- 
tEAtion without betraying him ; and withal, may let you ſee by the little con- 
©fdence he had in me, the Firele ſhare] have in your cauſes of complaint againſt 
©him, | <- 

« ] know not whether Perdiccas thought I would diſapprove his proceeding, 
& 2nd that the knowledge thereof would hinder me from ſerving him ; or whe- 
«ther indeed he was aſhamed to own it to me ; but however it were, I may truly 
© rroteſt to yHu , That before the day of our enterview, he had not told me a 
*{y1lable of it, and thatI was ignorant of the true deſtiny of Caſſandra, as well 
© as all other men. In effetI believed, according to the rumor Roxana had pred 
© broad, That Queen Statira, and the Princeſs her Siſter, had been kill'd in the 
© night upon their way to Babylon, by ſome of Meleagers faftion : And though in 
© all theſe paſſages I found cauſes of doubt enough for one that had been curious, 
©lever was one of thoſe that were leaſt inquiſitive, and blindly ryed my ſelf to 
© ſerve Perdice.s, as I thought my ſelf obliged by a very near, and a very ancient 
friendſhip : But that day of our Parley, after we parted very ill ſatisfied with 
© one another ; the remembrance of your diſcourſe with Perdicc.s touching rhe 
©liberty of the Princeſſes, and of the confeilion he had made, cauſed me after 
© ſome complaint of the little confidence he had in me, to ask him the truth of 
*all; and then after having often embraced me, to drive away the reſentment I 
© might have of his diſtruſt, asked me pardon for having kept that hid from me, 
*which he believed he could not ſo ſoon reveal to any body in the world, eſpc- 
*cially to me, of whole vertue, as he was pleaſed to ſay , He ſtood morein aw 
"then of any body elſe: He told meat large all that had paſſed touching the 

©Princeſs ſince the death of Alexander ; afterward he confeifed to me, That he 
had been in love with the Queen, even in the Kings life time z and that he had 
Yn oat while concealed an affe&ion, which he was then nq longer able to diſ- 

emble. 

Oroondates having told Selencus all they had heard by Cleone, concerning the 
Queens adventures, obliged him to let them know what they yet were pores 
8B ot, 


10 CASSANDRA PartV. 


of,, and to that intent he continued thus, © Aﬀter that Perdiccx was faln upon 
« the ground, by the wounds he had received from Arjaces, and that Arſaces had 
« loſt the Queen his Siſter, by the encounter of Alcetus ; who while Arſaces was 
c« fighting with his men, cauſcd her to be put by force. into his Chariot : Alcets 
« leaving his party, for fear he ſhould looſe wc hat he had in poſſellion, and ſhould 
« diſappoint his Brothers intentions , made the Charioter drive away ver 
cc fwiftt; z and keeping the way he had reſolved to go, came toa houſe hard by 
« the Town, where his Brother and he purpol cd to ſtay till night, that they might 
« enter into Babylon with leſs danger 0 having thoſe perſons known, whom they 
« brought along with them. But Alcet.s being come. to that houſe, found no 
« Perdiccas theregas he expeted (though by his meeting the Queen he was already 
« faln into ſuſpicions, which he could not clear himſelf in, by any diſcourſe with 
« her, who avoided all manecr of converſation with him ) and within a little 
c after, he ſaw one of his men come in, who had been preſent at the combat, 
« and who brought him word in what condition he had left him : Alcets was al- 
« moſt beſides himſelf at the news , but it will ſuthce me to tell you, That not 
« knowing. how to leave the Princeſſes, he ſent ſome of his ſervants to the place, 
« where his Brother had fonght, either to ſuccor him, or to fetch him away ; and 
« not long after he ſaw him brought in upon a Hand-barrow, in a condition 
« which made him doubt of his life. Perdicc.s had recovered his fences by the 
« way, and Chirurgions, which Alcet.s had ſent for in all haſt, having ſearched 
« his wounds, affurcd him, That if no 11I accident happened, they were not dan- 
« gerous. If Alcetzs was comforted with that news, Perdiccas was ſono le(s then 
cc he, when he ſaw the Qiiecn again, whom he had loſt but a while bore, and 
«his joy was ſo great, That it made him forget all the pain of his wounds; yet 
« could he not perfwade her to afford him a word : But aſſoon as night was cone, 
« heneeds vould leave that houſe, and making himſelf be carried away upon 
«}1j; Hand-barrow, he left the care of the Princeſſes to his Brother 3 Perdicca was 
«brought to his own lodging, and the Princefſes to that of Alcet.is, which was 
« made ready for them ; , and which, by reaſon it was partly environed with 
& water, _ in a remote, leſs inhabitated part of the Town, had been judged 
& more proper for their abode, Perdiccas was vitited by every body, and even by 
& Roxana her {clf, as ſoon as it was heard, he was wounded : But how great cons 
« fidence ſoever he had: in us, that were his friends, he told not che truth to any 
© body : And thoſe Horſemen of his, that had eſcaped Arſe his ſword, were 
&« {© faithfu] tro him, That they never ſpoke word to diſcover the buſineſs ; He 
&« {3id he had met a company of men, whom he knew not, and whom he {uiþeft- 
« cd to be of deceaſed Meleagers party ; and that it was by them, his men and he 
& had been affaulted ; and there being likelihood encugh in that encounter, no 
<hody eriguired any farther about ict. In the mean time, the Princeffes were uns 
& fer the cuſtody of *Alcetas, in a private lodging, where they were ſeen by none, 
© but thoſe that were appointed to wait upon them, and where they were ſo care- 
& fully looked to by them, and by Alcetx, That it was impoil'ble they ſhould 
& eſcape : When he went abroad himſelf, he left that charge toſuch as were of 
& known fidelity ; and all this was ſo ſecretly carried, (beſides that the greatnels 
© of the City, and the confuſion of Afeairs aſliſted) that we never ſuſpetted any 
«© thing in the World. - Aſſoon as Perdiccas was cured of his wounds, he began 
<« again to give the Queen proofs of his love, and ſtrove to conquer the difficul- 
& ties he met with, by all the moſt paſſionate marks of it ſhe could receive ; Alcetas 
«uſed the ſame induſtry to Pariſatis, but both to no purpoſe; and as Perdiccas 
© hath fince confeſſed to me , All their perſeverance ſerved for nothing elſe, but 
<« to increaſe the Princeſſes averſion. Neither Perdiccxs nor his Brother, have ever 
&« exceeded the limits of reſpe& toward them, but they have ſtill made them be 
& ſerved by women, they put to them, who ſtir not out of their Lodgings, and by 
* Eunuchs of theirs ; whoſe fidelity they have tried in other occaſions, with ſo 
& much care and diligence, That excepting liberty, they have wanted —_— 
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« they could defire. Notwithſtanding what you publiſhed in pour Declarations, 
« Roxana never ſhewed any ſuſpicion of the truth ; and her belief, that ſhe had 
«ſeen them killed before her own = (as I ſince have gueſſed) kept her minde at 
«quict, againſt all the doubts which ſome would have pur into her of their _ 
«alive. They have lived on this maner, both before and ever fince the firſt Batte 
«ye fought ; but as I have already told you, I never knew it, till theday that 
« after our enterview , I heard it from Perdiccas his own mouth. My amazement 
«was very great at ſuch ſtrange news , and asI was glad to hear thoſe great Prin- 
« ceſſes were living, ſo was I not leſs ſurprized at Perdiccxs his love; at his ſecret 
« managing of the buſineſs, and at Roxana's cruelty, which cauſed in me a dead- 
« ]y averſion againſt her. The godsare my whine I did all I poilibly could to 
«bring Perdiccas to more reaſonable inclinations, and to make him avoid ſo 
« many misfortunes, by a juſt and a vermous aftion ; but he was ſo troubled ac 
«the requeſt I made him to that effeft , and repreſented to me in ſuch paſſionate 
« terms , That without certain death to himſelf, he could neither think of de- 
« livering the Queen, nor of looſing his pretenfions ; That I thought in civility 
«I could not preſs him further : Yet did he reſolve the buſineſs ſhould continue 
« ſecret till after the Battel ; and he defired me fo long, to defer the purpoſe I had 
« towaitupon the Princeſſes. This is the condition in which weleftthem, nor 
« do I believe that Perdiccas being ſo paſſionately in love, will reſtore them till 
«the laſtextremitie ; but neither ought you to tear, he will abandon them to 
© Roxana's fury ; for I dare ſay, hewill rather give his life, then ſuffer theirs to be 
« inany hazard ; and his Authority is ſo great with all his party, That he will ever 
« he powerful enough to defend them openly againſt Roxana. The delign he hath 
Thad to keep his Forces united with hers, to oppoſe yours the more powerfully, 
{hath obliged him hitherto to conceal the truth 3 but when he ſhall be conftrain- 
«ed to publiſh it, he will ſtill be able to proteft them againſt her malice. 

The two Princes received a great deal of conſolation by this diſcourſe of Se- 
leucus, and gave him thanks for his freedom, with words full of acknowledge- 
ment and atfeRtion ; they afterward told him, © That he was at liberty, and that 
«it was onely to do him ſervice, they detained him amongſtthem, and that they 
«were wel) enough afſured of the friendſhip of their companions,to promiſe,that 
« afloon as his health would ſuffer him , and that he would ſtay no longer with 
«them, they would cauſe him to be convoyed ſafe to Babylon. Seleucu was not 
without r ly at that noble offer : <Iwill not abuſe your generoſity (faid he) 
© nor will I accept the liberty you offer me, but upon ſuch conditions,as ſhall nor 
«be diſadvantageous to you. I will try Perdiccas his friendſhip by a proof of very 
« oreat importance z and ſince Leoxatus and Nearchus, who are two of the moſt 
© confiderable men of his party, are your priſoners, as well as I, for our ranſom, 
*andfor that of many thouſands of our men that are in your power ; 1 mean to 
* demand of him the liberty of the Princefles : If he have any vertue, and any 
© friendſhip toward us, he will overcome his paſſion to obey his duty ; burit his 
© intereſt have more power over him, then his confideration of us, we ſhall be 
© diſpenced withal for that we ow to him, and ſhall no longer be ingaged by a 
© friendſhip, which he unworthily ſhall have negle&ed. Orooxdates could not for 
bear to embrace Seleucus at theſe words : © Ah ! Generous Seleucus (ſaid he) how 
* worthy of you are theſe thoughts, and how infinitely are we obliged to you 
«for intentions, that are ſo advantageous to us ; it ſhall not be for the rice of 
*your liberty, that we will demand the Princeſſes, fince you are tree already, and 
©maſter here amongſt us ; but if Perdiccas at your requeſt will give them in ex- 
© change for pou Companions, How many misfortunes will he avoid, and how 
*highly ſhall we be indebted to you ! 

Thele diſcourſes were followed by many others; after which the Princes fear- 
Ing to incommodate Seleucus by too long a converſation, took leave of him, and 
retired into their Chamber. The reſt of that day was imployed by them that 
had the care of it, in making an end of thoſe laſt duties, they had begun to pay 
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their dead, and in clenfing the Camp of ſuch a number of Bodies, which in a few 
days might have brought an inteftion into the Army 3 and the next morning the 
Forces were all drawn up to — and to take up thoſe poſts, which the 
Enemies Army had quitted before the Walls of Baby/:n. All the wounded men 
were left in the old Camp, and Artaxerxes and Oroondetes, though they had le 
their Beds, not being in a condition to get on Horſeback for two or three days, 
ſaid alſo with their Companions, and with the Ladies, keeping Ten thouſand 
men with them for their Guard ; and Craterws, Oxyartes, and old Artzbaſys, ad. 
yvanced with all the reſt to block up the Town : The Squadgons marched in gal. 
lant order under thoſe three brave Commanders,and the way not bing long,t 
quickly ſaw the lofty Walls of proud Semiramis z and having heed them with 
a threatning cry, they divided emlelves into three Bodies, to go and take three 
ſeveral Poſts, according as it had been betore determined : Some of the Enemies 
Cavalry came out to meet Craterus, and to oppoſe his coming neerer, yet ſcarce 
did they ſuſtain the firſt ſhock he gave them, but falling into a Ront, forſook the 
place, and left him at liberty co quarter himſelf ar his caſe, where he had reſolved 
to Encamp. It was upon the Bank of the River above the Town toward the Eaf, 
and juſt over againſt certain works that were defended by Twelve hundred Mediax 
Archers. Artabaſis placed himſelf below upon the Bank of the River alſo, to 
ward the Weſt; and Prince Oxyartes between them, toward the North, and ner 
to ſome Defences guarded by the Drahe*s and Argeans. Theſe Quarters were about 
Fourſcore Furlongs from one another ; and for all the diftance was ſo great, they 
had not been able to block up above halt the Town, by reafon of the River that 
runs through it ; but they preſently began to make Bridges of Boats, to have the 
Paſſage of it free, and an eafte communication both above and below the City, 
with an intention to ſend over ſome of their Forces to befiege it on all ſides, and 
to hinder the Paſſage of Victual and relict, that might come in cither by Land or 
by Water. 

- 4 The great City of Babylon, the ſtately Work of valiant Semiramis, and 
then conſidered as one of the wonders of the World, is ſeated on both fides of 
the Eupbrates, which palling between its Buildings, divides the Town intotwo 
equal parts 3 they are joyned together by many Bridges, and principally by one 
very great one of Stone, different in matter from its other Buildings, and con- 
fiderable for its breadth, height, and marvellous ftrufture ; the Banks of the Ri- 
ver are kept up with two Brick Walls, and have high _ Cauttes on each fide, 
which yet would not be able to ſRop the impetuouſneſs of the Stream, when itis 
ſwelled with Rain, if there were not deep open places at certain diſtances, by 
which the water,before it comes to the Caufies, is ſwallowed up, and loft in huge 

ulfs under ground, ſome of it making a great lake at one end of the Town ; 
S Houſes were very ftately-built of Brick in a well-ordered form, and dividcd 
Into a great number of large and ſpacious Streets, in the chief of which ſtood the 
gallanteſt Palace of the Aſſyrian Monarches ; the circuit of it was thirty Furlongs, 
and as well for the loftineſs of its Towers, as the beauty of its ſeveral Lodgings, 
was a Houſe worthy of its Founders, and of the greatneſs of thoſe Maſters, to 
whom it belongs : There was to be ſeen that miracle of the Hanging Garden, 0 
cried up by Ancient Writers, where in Earth carried thither with an admirable 
induftry, and ſuſtained by Pillars of Two hundred foot high, there grew Trecs 
whoſe Branches ſcemed to touch the Clouds, preſenting tufted Foreſts to the eye 
of paſſengers above the tops of the higheſt Buildings. The whole compats of 
the City was not filled with Houſes, but there were open places of a large ex- 
tent, whole Fields that were Ploughed and Sown with Corn, reſerved againſt 
Famine in the extremities of a long fiege ; which with the Houſes were incloſed 
by the Great Semiramis, with a Wall of Three hundred fixty five Furlongs * Al- 
though that was a prodigious compaſs for a Town, the excelive greatnels of it 
diminiſhed nothing of its ion, for mankinde never ſaw ſo exat, nor 10 


beautiful a work 3 the height of the Walls was of a hundred Cubits, and their 


bredth 
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bredth was Two and thirty foot, ſo that many Chariots might eafily go a breſt 
upon the to of them : Ar certain equal diſtances ſtood Towers of the ſame Fa- 
brick, Ten foot higher then the Walls, giving them the command of all the 
neighboring Fields ; and though their ſtrength was exceeding great of them= 
ſelves, they were fortified with a Mote of Threeſcore foot deep , and Two hun- 
dred broad ; there were ſome Qut-works alſo on the far fide of it, but they were 
of no great defence z and by reaſon of the little fear they had been in of a fiege, 
they had not taken any pains to better them. 

It was before this ſtately Town that the Vitorious Army encamped, and the 
frighted Inhabitants from the top of their Walls ſaw in one day a Thouſand 
Tents pitched, a Thouſand Banners diſplayed, and the whole Field covered with 
Men and Horſes : The order of their encamping was very regular, and in the 
three ſeveral Quarters, all the Soldiers having their places aligned to Hut them- 
ſelves,fell ro work about it with ſo much diligence and readineſs,that within three 
days one might walk up and down the Camp, in long, ftrait ſtreets, where ſym- 
metry and proportion were moſt exattly obſerved ; ws were ſeparated accord- 
ing to their ſeveral Nations, but thoſe Forces that were deſtined to paſs the River, 
as ſoon as the Bridges ſhould be finiſhed, were lodged outermoſt, and rook not 
the pains to fit themſelves as the reſt, for a ſtay of ſo few days. The number of 
them, taking in thoſe that were left in the od Camp to guard the wounded men, 
was not leſs then the other , being they were to lie in the moſ dangerous places, 
and to poſſeſs that fide, where the coming of relict was moſt aprcenied The 
third day after, Artaxerxes, Oroondates, Lyſimachus, and Ptolomeus, came up to their 
Companions, fearing ſome occaſion of getting honor ſhould paſs, while they 
were abſent, and not being willing t:7þart , they made their Tents be ſetup in 
Prince Oxyartes his Quarter : Beren: e and Apama not being able to forſake them, 
left Polemons houſe with Deidamia (who would needs keep them — and 
went to lodge there with them ; and thoſe fair Princeſſes, whom the accidents of 
their life had taught not to fear death, werenot afraid to draw near their Ene- 
mies, nor to expoſe themſelves to the {no of a ſiege, to go along with perſons 
that were ſo dear to them. The next day Thaleftris,who could not bear their ab- 
ſence, made her ſelf be removed to them, for all ſhe was ſo wounded. Demetrius, 
to whom it was an inſupportable thing to be parted from Deidamia, deſpiſed the 
counſel of his Phyſitians to be nearer toher, and within two days after, Eumenes, 
Antigonus, Laomedon, Menander, the ſons of Artabaſis, and all the other wound- 
ed men diſlodged by their example, and neglefted their hurts to ſee the Walls of 
Babylon. Seleucus alſo, and his three Companions would ſtay no longer at Pole- 
mons houſe, where they had been lodged and looked to with a great deal of care g 
and though they were more wounded then the reſt, and in ſuch a condition as 
would not ſuffer them to be removed without ſome danger, Arſaces was con<- 
ſtrained to make them be brought upon Hand-Litters, and Todged in a Tent hard 
by his. Polemons houſe remained quite empty 3 and even Alcione, ſeeing Cleonimus 
cured of his wounds, and able to ſervethe Princes in _ placed her ſelf with 
the Princeſs Berenice, who received her with much affe&ion ; and Cleorimys, to 
whom the Princes of Perſia and Scythia were fo highly obliged,one for his Miſtreſs, 
the other for his Sifter, taſted the kindeſt exprellions of their favor, and was taken 
into the ſame degree of neerneſs with Araxes and Criton ; who by their admirable 
fidelity had made themſelves very confiderable to their Mafters : They needs 
would have him make relation of what they knew not of his Adventures, and at 
their requeſt he gave them an account of all thoſe VOYages, to which his ſorrow 
had engaged him : Hetold them how after the news of Theanders death, which 
was come to his hearing , he in vain had ſought for reſt and comfort; and that 
purpoling to flie a Country, where he had been ſo unfortunate, he had travelled 
abour Aj-2, and all Europe, and had never ended his wandrings but with his life ;; 
If after many years of a moſt rigorous abſence, which had worn out the ſharpneſs 

of his gricf for the loſs of Theander , the remembrance of Aione had _e m_ 
ently 
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lently recalled him, and madehim by force reſolve to ſee the innocent cauſe of 
his afflitions once again before hedied z but yet without any delign, to overthrow 
the memory of Theander in her heart, or to oblige her by any of his ations, to 
recede in favor of him, from what ſhe owed to her dcar Husband. The Princes 
who had heard the firſt paſſages of Cleonimy his Fory fro n Berenice, admired his 
vertue; and knowing his paſſion, and the ardent affection of Alcrone, relolved to 
do that for them, which neither of them durſt defirez and to take away by their 
Authority, all the baſhfulneſs, and all the fcruples that hindred them tron fol. 
lowing their own inclinations. In the mean time the Princes thought fic to make 
thoſe Works be aſſaulted, that were detended by the Medians, the Drabe*s, and the 
Argeans; and for that purpoſe, were command<d out two thoutand Mace4oni, us, 
two thouſand Thracians, two thouſend Phrygians, one thouſand Amazones, and 
a thouſand Cappadocians, under the condutt of Lyſimachs to attacque the Meges 
' anda likenumber of Cilicians, Egyptians, Syrians, Lydians, and Batirians, under 
Ptolomews to fall on againſt the Drabe's and Argeans. Prince Oro-naate;, and the 
valiant Arſaces would have accompanicd their friends in that occaſt.n, bur th 
told them it was not buſineſs worthy of their hazard, and / them 10 ww 
ly toleave them the whole honor of it ; that they were fain to et their d:ſire of 
Aion, yield to the importunity of their requeſt. Yong Alexander, Menelaus, and 
divers others of his age, were of that ue without Ofhce or Gum mand, and 
march«d on foot at the head of thoſe Squadrons againſt Enemies, whom th.ir 
Entrenchments could not preſerve from the fear of thcir appreach ; and indeed, 
they came on with an undantedneſs ſe little common , that the boldeſt of them 
trembled with good reaſon ; and advancing through a thick ſhowre of Arrows, 
obliged their men by their example to ctatemn the danger that oppoſcd their 
paſſage. That employment could not have been given to any two, that would 
more generouſly have di:charged it; and the great exploits of Orocndates and 
Arſaces, having begot a noble emulation in them, carried them on to more then 
ordinary atchievements. The circumſtances of all that paſt in that picce of ſer- 
vice would be but troubleſome ; Lyſimachys on his fide, and Ptolomets on his, after 
a vigorous reſiſtance, and the death of two or three thouſand of their men, en« 
_ the Enemies Entrenchments, and had made themſelves abſolute Maſters of 
thoſe Out-works 3 when Antigenes with a party of Arg yraſþides ſallied upon Lyſi= 
machus ; and Jolas, the Brother of Caſſander againſt Ptolomens : That ſally retard» 
ed the Vigory of our two Princes, but was not able to prevent itz and though 
they were not ignorant, that there were Squadrons drawn forth to ſecond them, 
they neglefed their aiſiſtance, and onely with their own men encountred thoſe 
new Enemies with ſuch an extraordinary courage, That after a fight maintained 
with the death of many of them, they made the reſt turn their backs ; and having 
driven them within a Bow-ſhoot of their Gates, remained peaceable Maſters of 
all the Out-works. In this buſineſs they of Babylon loſt above Four thouſand of 
their men, nor did the Princes ſcape at an eafter rate, but the advantage was 
wholly theirs : And after having lodged part of their men in thoſe places,whence 
they had beaten the Enemy, they returned ViRorious to their brave Compani- 
ons ; from whom they received praiſes due to the gallant aftions of that day, 
and an increaſe of that reputation they had gained in many ſuch like occaſions. 
The day following was given on both fides to the burial of the dead; and the 
next morning, as Oroondates and Artaxerxes were rifing, there was a Spy of the E- 
nemies brought in to them, who had been taken in the Camp cloſe by their Tent, 
about which he had been hankering all that morning ; with all the appearances 
of a man that had ſome ill eg Fu a very cunning fellow ; he had endeavor- 
ed to deceive them by his ſubtilties , and had given them tokens enough to make 
them believe he was one of their party : But having neither been owned, nor {0 
much as known by the Officers of that Troup which he ſaid he was of; they that 
had taken him, thought fit to bring him before the Princes, though he ſhewed 


kimſclf wondrous unwilling to be carried thither , and had defired them _ 
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to kill him. As ſoon as Oroordates caſthis eyes upon his face, he obſerved Linea- 
ments there, that were not unknown to him ; but Araxes 'and Toxaris no ſooner 
faw him, when inſtantly they cryed out : Ab! It is that falſe #retch Arbates: - At 
the riame of Arbates, Oroorndates pertetly remembred him; and at the fight of 
that man, who by his perhdiouſncfs had deſtroyed his Fortimey and who alone 
had plunged him into the bottomleſs Sea of his miſeries, 4 chilneſs ran through 
all his Veins, ard his Couttnance was fo changed, thatall the company ob- 
ſerved the great difturbance of his minde : After this ſhivering, and this paleneſs, 
followed an extraordinary colonr, which his anger brought 'into his faces. and 
not being able in thoſe firſt motions to maſter his Tawful indignation, or to keep 
himſelf within the bounds of his uſual moderation : Tou have brought him me, juſt 
ods, (cried ht) y#n have delivered into my hands, this cruel Tortarey of my days, this 
Paldrags ſervant, who ſacrificed his Maſter to ſo many painful deaths ; and mt fyort, 
This Monſter, by whom I ſuffer, 914 by whom I have ſuffered the whole weight of my 
afiifiions, He rhade a ſtop at theſe firſt words, and not being able to expreſs him+ 
ſelf well enough in the irhpetuonſheſs of his choller, he fixc his eyes, ſparkling 
with rage, upon theface of thar perfidious wretch, who in a mortal terror and 
confuſion kept his faſt upon the ground, with an afion fully prepared for that 
death, which in his own cohſcience he had but too well deſerved. Thor ſhalt die 
(purſued the furious Prince) thox ſhalt die in moſt exquiſit torments ;, and though thy 
death cannot reſtore me, what thou haſt robbed me of, nor make amends in the fmallejt 
depree for thoſe i#finite miſeries, thou haſt made me endare, I will at lexft give thus ſatic» 
fattion to my yrief, and to my love, to Jacrifice the curſed inſtrument of all my misfor- 
tunes, and the true cauſe of the death of ſo many thouſand perſons. From theſe words 
the tranſported Prince fell into the remembrance of that happineſs,which Arbates 
his taichay had taken from him, and that reflexion touched him {6 deeply, 
That all the company ſaw his face immediately bathed in Tears ; and were ſuch 
partakers in his grief, That they ſeemed bur little different from him, either in 
the ſadneſs that appeared in their Countenances, or in their Reſentments againſt 
the diſloyal Arbates. His treachery was known to them, and they all in y 
judged him —_— bf the tid tigorons tormetict that conld BEIdvehced, fhd of 
a deſtiny, at leaſt, like that of Beſſis. Till then Orooxdates had continued in the 
thoughts of an ordinary man, and not being able in thoſe firſt motions, urterl 
to deveſt himſelf, of what he held from humane Nature, he had let hinffelf be 
tarried away to inclinations that were not anrea{onable; bur any _ 
from meer man, came back again to Oromndates z all whoſe thoughts had nothihg 
common with thoſe of other .men , when they had power to work at liberty : 
And looking upon trembling Arbates with a {corn, that a few minutes before had 
anger in it, he judged, That the revenge he could take upon him was too un- 
worthy of himſelf, and that it was againſt more noble Enemies, then a vile ſer- 
vant, he owght to pour forth his indignation; wherefore putting on a Miltler 
Countenance, he turned toward rhoſe that had taken him : JF by dit yoa yot kill 
this Traitor ({aid he) as ſoon as you diſcovered him to be #n Enemy, inflead of bringing, 
bim before ts ? Do you ot know that the ſight of Princes is favotable to Criminals, ant! 
that Artaxerxes, Lyſtmachus, and Prolomens, are too generous to approve u baſe 
ant & ſhamefnl revenge The Soldiers had reafons enongh ro alledge for them» 
ſelves, and they were riot unknown to him , buthe gave them nor the leatire 3 
and looking upon Arbates, who at theſe laſt words began to refectke his fears : 
Live diſloyal Wretch (ſaid he) live, fince thou art unworthy of the deuth, which 1 coidtl 
give thee; and that without doubt thou art deſtined to a more ig7amminious end, then thitt 
thou ſhouldſt receive from Oroondates. Live, but go live amottg our Enemies, ava tell 
Roxana and Cafſahder, I envy them not the ſervict of # man fit for none; bat ſuch # 
Miſtreſi, and ſuch # Maſter. With theſe words he turnad away his eyes, not being 
able to behold him longer withont repughance, and Arbares not knowing where 
to finde words to excuſe his crime, nor ro thank rhe Prince for the mercy he 
ſhewed him, onety fell upon his Knees , effifying by his geftures; and By his 
cars; 
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Tears, ſome kinde of Acknowledgement, and ſome kinde of Repentance. If 
the Princes that were preſent at this attion, had not been generous enough them. 
ſelves to do the ſame in a like encounter, they without donbt would have admi- 
red it * But being} they had Souls made up all of nobleneſs, and that they were 
accuſtomed to the gallant deeds of Oroondates, they did not wonder at this laſt 
onely Prince Lyſimachus turning, to Arbates, who was going to makeuſe of the 
liberty that was given him ; Think not to eſcape ſo ({aid he) for though the Prince 
have pardoned thee his particular offente, thou oughteſt at leaſt to give us account of the 
defign,that brought thee into our Camp. Tell us truly ia what condition our Princeſſes are ; 
the intentions of Roxana, whoſe Governor and whoſe confi dent thou art ; and the con- 
tinuation of Caſſanders loves, which thou began'ft to Toxaris and Loncates : But diſ- 
guiſe not the truth in this recital, and endeavor by ſome light effeti of freedom, to de- 
ſerve the mercy thou haſt received. Arbates, who by that time had taken heart: 
I would it pleaſed the gods, Sir, ({aid he) that for the expiation of my crimes, you deſired 
ſomething of greater importance,that were but in my power, and you ſhould finde, I would 
little conſider the lofi of my life, if thereby T could but hope for pardon : But ſince I am 
not able to do you greater ſervice, then that you now demand of me, I will be more faith- 
ful in obeying you, then I was in ſerving my Maſter 3 and will give  —— an exatt account 
of ſuch things,as are come unto my knowledge. Arbates making a ſtop at theſe words, 
the Princes prepared to give him attention z bur Orcondates, who was not ableto 
endure him, found it ſo much againſt his ſtomach, That he deſired his Friends to 
diſmiſs him, and not ſuffer him to ſtay any longer amongſt them ; yet Artaxerxes 
and Lyſimachus did ſo repreſent the intereſt he had, in the relation they had de- 
manded of him, and he underſtood it ſo well himſelf, that in the end he yeilded 
to give him audience with them. After they were ſet down, Arbates who had 

had time to recover confidence of Speech, fince his fears were diſſipated, when 

he had recalled thoſe things into his memory, which he had to relate, began on 

this maner. 


The Continuation of the Hiſtory of R. o x a x 4, 


MY LORDS, 
tell the things you defire to know, in order, it is neceſſary I begin with Caſſanders 
Love ;, the firſt effetis whereof, I related to Toxaris and Loncates, from whom 
withont donbt you have heard them; and then I will freely give you an account of thoſe 


things I bave been able tolearn, and which fall within the employment 1 have under 
Dueen Roxana, 


& He Gods are my Witneſſes, that I uſed all the power T had with the 
cc Queen,to diſwade the cruel reſolution ſhe had taken againſt Toxaris and 
& Loncates, when ſhe ſaw them obſtinate in concealing their Prince's a- 
&« bode ; but ſhe was ſo incenſed againſt them, that my importunity in their Fa- 
&« yor was like to have put me in diſgrace : She commanded they ſhould be carri- 
© ed out of the Town, to the end, that Aion might be the more ſecret 3 but 
<« when ſhe heard by him that had eſcaped the hand of their deliverers, that they 
<« were reſcued out of their hands, before they had been able to draw that con- 
«fe fon from their mouths which ſhe defired ; ſhe was extreamly troubled and 
wat a atit, but was the more confirmed in her opinion, That Prince Oro- 
& gydates was in this Country : In this belief, caſting her eyes upon me, who 
© hapned to be then in her Chamber, Arbates (faid ſhe) all things run contrary to my 
deſires, and the gods, whom the folly of my love hath exaſperated againſt me, will not 
ſuffer them to be ſatisfied ; but either I am the moft deceived of any Woman it the 
Wirld, or cruel Oroondates is in theſe parts, Let him hide himſelf, the ungr ateful 
man, (purſued ſhea while after) let him be inſenſible of my love, or rather let hey 
perſt 
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ft to hate me as be hath done hitherto; I at leaſt have this advantage, that in flyi 
me, be flies bis Fortune ; and that he ſhall never enjoy the happineſs, for which be dij= 
dains, that I bave fſered him : He ſhall not make himſelf port with my rival, by ſcof= 

at the mean fprrited afſetiions of Roxana. And thowgh I be miſerable, I ſhall 
wt bave the diſcontent to ſee her triumph over my miſeries , who hath been the 
cauſe of them. Tet Arbates (continued ſhe, having pauſcd a lictle) I cannot diſ- 
avow, but that I f!ill have thoſe'firſt inclinations that have brought me ſo much trouble, 
and I mean to employ all the affetion thou haſt to my ſervice, tm ſeeking ſome redreſi for 
wy diſquiets : Set all thy wits a work 40 inform thyſelf if he be not in Babylon, where 
we took bis ſervants ; the greatneſi of the Town,and the confuſmn of our aff arrs,that make 
w recerve ſo many _— perſons into it, might permit him to lie long concealed bere ; 
but be cannot be ſo to thy vigilance, if thou wilt take the pains to employ it, and, after 

& ſervice, there is no recompence that will not be below thee, © By thefe words the 
« Queen di{covered to me the continuation of her love, and ſtrove ro confirm me 
«in the dctign I really had to ſerve her. AndI believed, Sir, (added Arbates, ad- 
« drefing himiclf to Oroondates) that I might ſafely comply with her, withour 
«* doing you any hurt, conkidering the quality of her Fortune, and the general 
« opinion of Queen Statira's death ; therefore 1 proteſted to her, with ſo many 
« Oaths, that I would uſe my utmoſt care to obey her commands, that ſhe drew 
« ſome conſolation from my promiſes, and then being deſirous ro avoid Caſſar- 
& der; anger, which I feared, after I had diſpoſed her to hearken to me —_— 
«]|y, Madam, (ſaid I) Caſſunder perlecutes me to ſerve him in his affeftion to 
« your Majeſty, and not many days ago he forced me by his threats to take a 
«{ erter, which he had written to you ; but I neither had the boldneſs, nor ſo 
& much as an incention to deliver it 3 but having torn ir in pieces, I have put him 
« off ever fince, as often as he asked me any thing abour it, by ſaying that TI had 
& not yet found a fir opportunity to preſent it to you. Tou d:4 very well (anfwered 
the Queen) «4 to keep fair with him, you may ſay I tore it my ſelf. That inſolent may 
raiſes my anger to the extremity, and if in the preſent condition of my affairs, I ha not 
need of him, I would give him ſuch proofs of - it, as ſhould ccol him perhaps for all the 
ret #/ bis life. Take heed in the mean time , that you never receive either Letter or 
Meſſage from bim any more ; and let him know, that I have expreſly forbidden you. I 
© rromiſed to do asThe commanded me with a defign to tollow her Orders ; and 
© that very day having met Caſſander, Sir, ({aid I) my defire to ſerve-you, hath 
© perhaps ruined my Fortune, and your -Letter hath been. like to make me be 
& baniſhed for ever out of the Queens ſervice ;' ſhe tore it withone reading it,and 
©*hath proteſted, That at the firſt emoloyment I ſhall rake again of thar nature, 
« ſhew1ll caute me to be exemplarily puniſhed: Caſſander, who by many other 
© encounters had known the Queens intentions, cafily gave credit to:whatT ſaid ; 
© but he flew into a violent pait:on, anduttered many words both againft the 
&* modeſty, and againſt the reſpe& he owed her. The. Queen's tro blame (laid be 
afterward) to drive a man into defpuir, who as ber affairs now ftand, is not unuſeful to 
ber ; and who with the peril of his life, againſt a great awmber of Enemies, ſtruck the 
main ſtroke perchance in ſetlng her in the place ſhe now poſſeſſes. Tell her Arbartes , 
that among ail Alexanders Succeſſor, ſhe ſhall flnde none more powerful in Eurape,y nor 
in Alia, then the Son of Antipater z br among: dll nien living, a more faithful or @ mor? 
paſſionate Servant then Catſzander. © I prayed him-to excuſe me, thatÞ-could not 
© undertake that Meſſage, alledging the Qaeens abſolutecharge to the contrary 
© and the tear I was in, of being utterly undone, if T difobeyed her Commands: 
&« This kinde of uſage from the Queen, was not able to repulſe him ; ;and ſeeing 
©himielt then in a condition not to fear her power;zas he had done in Wlerxanders 
© life time, he no longer was ſo careful ro hide his paſſion as he had hee befare, 
« and governed himſeHx with ſo little diſcretion;that it was unknown to.no body, 
© Roxaxa's avcriion to hirp was hut. the more redoubled thereby ;: butbeing ſhe 
© was cunning and politique, ſhe partly diffembled it, or ar leaſt through che 
* neseiity of her Airs ſuffered A 6 hr revenge,. what in'aapther ſea» 
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« ſon ſhe would have reſented in another maner. Caſſaxders credit amongſt his 
« Companions, and Antipaters in m_ were well enough known to her to 
« make her judge, That ſhe ſhould not do well to make a powerful Enemy, of a 
&« paſſionate Lover 3 and of a lover, who in her preſent troubles might do her 
« good ſervice, and had done ſoalready : That confideration kept her from fol. 
& bowing the incitements of her anger, but nor from letting Caſſander ſce by all 
& her words, and by all her aftions, that his paſſion was very unpleaſing to her, 
< The liberty of coming into her Chamber, was permitted him as well as others, 
&« for the Reaſons I have given you ; and being there one day with Leonatus, and 
& two or three more of his Friends , I think it was with a purpoſe to oblige him, 
&« that the reſt withdrew, and left him alone with the Queen, Heſioze, ſome other 
<& of her Maids, and my ſelf, who chanced to be there at that time, and tobe 
<© witneſs of that Converfation. When Caſſander found that opportunity, which 
<« he ſeldom met with, he reſolved to lay hold of it ; and putting himſelf into a 
&« yery beſeeching poſture, gave the Queen notice, that he was preparing to enters 
& tain her with his love, but ſhe afforded him not the time; and afſoon ashe 
& opened his mouth to begin his diſcourſe, 1 forbid you (ſaid ſhe) to talk tome of 
your follies, and enjoyn you to confider the offences I have received from you, as they ought 
to be conſidered by a Subjeti of the King, my Husband. © Caſſander,who was PRs 
<« for ſuch like uſage, never ſeemed danted at it, but anſwered with ac 
look. I did not think my paſſion could bave given you any cauſe of offence 3 Fur if I 
was 4 Subjett of the King, your Husband, I do nit believe I caſt off that ſubjetiion, by 
letting you know that I am yet more powerfuly yours : None of thoſe homages you recene, 
from thoſe that once were under his Dominion, are paid you with more refpei, nor with 
more ſubmiſſion,then mine 3, and if 1 may be permitted to ſpeak the truth of my ſelf, They 
are not more advantageous to you, then thoſe of & Prince, who bolds not a contemhtible 
rank among the greateſt, that are now alive. 1 kyow what I am, (replicd the Queen, 
with a very diſdainful ation ) nor am I ignorant what you are, I ſee nothing that 
ſhould hinder us from living together, as we have done hitherto; and when you ſpdl lk 
meas the Wife of Alexander, Þ will lvok upon you,as the Son of Anti _ & Theſe 
< ſcornful flighting words, wrought ſuch a ſpight in Caſſander, who by nature is 
&« the moſt impatient man in the World, that he loftall reſpe& and diſcretion, 
& and notbeing able todiflemble how il] hetook them : I confeff (ſaid he) that 
Alexander was above Caflander; bat ſince Alexander is dead,the Daughter of Cohors 
tans & #08 above the Son of Antipater. * He brought forth theſe words very brisk« 
«ly, and judging that he ought to expe& nothing from the Queen but ſome 
& biting reproach, he intended nor to ſtay for it, but went out of the Chamber 
«with a very troubled ation. The _ was highly offended at his diſcourſe, 
©hut being ſhe is very cunning, ſhe diflembled it in part, and drew ſome ſatis* 


« fa&ion from his anger, in that ſhe hoped it might free her from his importuni» 
© ties for the time to come, but ſhe was much deceived in thoſe hopes ; For though 
« Caſſandey was cafily moved, by reaſon of his ſudden impetnous humor, he came 
« back again preſently after, more milde and more ſubmiſlive then before, and 
< asked her pardon, with all maner of figns of his Repentance. But about that 


< time there came es into the Town of your Manifeſt, wherein you accuſed 
© him of having poytoned the King : The Queen, and divers on already 
< ſuſpicions of it grounded, a_—_ ſome conjeCtures, and receiving this Confir» 
© mation, though it was not ſufficient to convince him, eſpecially coming from 
©« his jes,the Queen abhorred to behold him, and believed it not fit for her ſo 
& much as to ſuffer him to ſpeak,till he had juſtified himſelf. She neither could,nor 
& would difſemble that thought from him ; and the firſt time he would have come 
5 near her, with an intent to ſpeak, Purge your ſelf ({aid ſhe) of the accuſation that 
i laid upon-you of having poyſoned your King, if you world bave bis Wife to hear you; 
and put her out of the opinion ſhe may have tat Srrvibde peoths ide, if you would have 
her ' upon you without deteſtation. © Caſſander ſeem) enraged at this diſcourſe, 
«and ding the Queen with eyes that ſparkled with anger 5 They are your 


enemies, 
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enemies Madam, (replied he) they are your enemies,and not mine, that ſlander me with 
theſe Calummes ;, which I will clear my ſelf of t2 their confuſion : But if I were leſs faith= 
ful toyou, they would be my friends, and you would have no occaſion to uſe a reproach to 
me ſo full of ingrat tude, 1t was nt from you Tſhould have received it, ſince your Intereſts 

cure me this diſgrace ; but I will waſh it off with ſo much blood, that my Enemies ſhall 
repent it, and you jj; all be ſatisfied, 1] know not whether Caſſander difſembled in 
Ethis impreiſion, which he delircd to give of his refentments, or whether he in- 
«deed was innocent : But however it were, he bore that accuſation with ſuch an 
«jmparience, as cauſed many perſons to make different judgements of it. If the 
« acculaticn,you publiſhed againſt Caſſunder in your Manifeſt,wrought ſome ecffe&t 
«upon Koxans 3 that which you ſaid concerning Queen Statirz, and the Princeſs 
« her S'ſter, whom you demanded, as being alive, wrought almoſt none at all ; 
« and though you alledged particularitics, that were enough to have given her 
« ſound ſu{picion, when ſhe remembred what ſhe had ſeen with her own eyes, ſhe 
«could not lend any beliet to it, nor contradict her fight in a matter that was ſo 
«fre{h in memory ; yet did ſhe ſay ſomething to Perdiccs concerning it, and de- 
«ſired ſome kinde ot clearing in the bulincfs (as I have heard by Heficxe ;) bur 
« Perdiccas ſhrink up his ſhoulders at that demand, and anſwering her with a 
«preat deal of coldneſs, Madam (ſaid he) Ineed tell you nothing of that adventure, 
the truth is well en:ugh known t2 you ;, and your own eyes were witneſſes of an atiion that 
mabes me odious to Heaven, and dereſiaile to all the Earth, « RKyxana was fſatisficd 
« with that reply, and in the interim ſolicited me cvery day to fcarch out Prince 
&« Oroondates z and, I confeſs, I employed all my care to ſee, it 1 could learn any 
©news of him : About that time Prince Arſaces was in Baby/on, but though he 
* was unknown to all the World, I was the onely man that was not ignorant of 
& the truth ; and I had the means to advance my felt very much with Roxana, by 
© tiſcovering him, if, as wicked as I am, I had not had ſome good motions, that 
© withhcld me from doing it. In the voyage I made into Scythia, by her Com- 
* mand, I had Icarnt the truth of all that had paſſed, and knew that Prince Ar- 
© raxcyxes, the Son of Darius, was alive, under the name of Arſaces : But for all 
*l am fo falſe, Ircverenccd the remainders of the Blood of my King, and the 
*+ertue of that Prince, which in his carlicſt years had ſo powertully gained the 
®hearts of all the Perſians: I believed with Reaſon, That they, who could not 
© {affer Darius his Daughters to live, for fear they ſhould diſpute the Empire with 
*hcm, would ſtrive by all maner of mcans to make away that Princc, who had 
© more lawfa! pretenſions to it, and who could better defend them ; and this be- 
© licf hindred me from ſaying any thing of it to the Queen at my return, and 
* afterward, when the Prince was come to Babylon : The ſecrecy I had kept till 
* then, hindrcd me alfo from making any mention of it to Toxaris and Loncates, 
* when I told them of the journey I had made into Scythia. It is certain, That 
" nothing ſtop my mouth, bur the fear of deſtroying that great Prince : And if 
"you will do me the favor to believe, My Lords, That though I was ſo faithleſs, 
©as todo my Maſter ill offices in his love, I was not ſo errant a Villain, as to ſell 
© the Blood of my lawful Prince, and to deliver him up to Enemies, who had 
* ſo grear an intereſt in his ruine, that they never would have ſpared him. I will 
*not rclate any of thoſe things, that have paſſed in Babylon touching the War, 
*you have bcen informed of them, both by | v9 Artaxerxes, and by others,who 
*knew more then I ; but will onely tell you what you are ignorant of, and 
« Fhich cannot be come unto your knowledge , bcing paſſed ſince the laſt 

© Parte). 

& After that bloody defeat of our Army, the remnants of it, as you know, rc- 
Etired into the Town ; and of above A hundred thouſand men, there ſcarce came 
© back Eighteen or twenty thouſand,and even of them a great many ſore wound- 
*ed: Among the Commanders, there was hardly one that had ape without 
*hurt ; and {carce were there any of them in a condition ta gather up the ſcat- 
*tered reliques cf our Forces, and to preſent themſelves at the Gates to _—”—_ 
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« the purſuite of yours, in caſe they ſhould have proſecuted their Viftory into the 
« City. Alcet,s much leſs wounded then his Brother Antigexes , Nearchzys his 
cc Pallies and ſome others, did all they pot};bly could ro that purpoſe; and while 
<« they were ſo imployed, Perdicc, Caſſander, Neoptolemus, and the reſt who had 
& not come off ſo well, went to their Beds to {eck repoſe, and remedy for their 
« wounds. All things were then in a very lamcntable torm in Babylon; the ſtreets 
« rung, with the cryes of many thouſands, who then finding their lofſes, enqui= 
«red for their Sons, their Fathers, or their Husbands , with tears and mournful 
« groans;z the mangled Soldiers begged with cryes to have their wounds dreſſed ; 
« To this grief, and to this diſorder, was alſo added the fear of timorous wo- 
& men, and fecble old men, who being utterly diſmayed by fo great a detear, 
& imagined every momentthat they ſaw the Encmiecs within their Gates, and who 
« with mortall terrors expe&ted the taking and A of their City. Alcets 
« and his Companions _ the beſt courſe they wereable in that confuſion, they 
&« ſhewed a great deal of care in quartering the Soldiers, who by reaſon of the 
&« yaſtnce(s of the Town, found all roum cnough ; they looked to ſet ſuch Cuards, 
&« a5 werenecefſary withinzand to Man the Out-works, which = 1:cant to keep; 
« nor did they forget as 4 thing belonging to their charge in fo preibng an exi- 
«gency. You may gueſs at Rexana's forrow by her interclt, it was ſo violent 
& That of all the reſt of that day, ſhe was not capable ot any thing that was ſaid 
© to comfort her ; and the Phytitians, who had care of her health, cold her, bur 
*in vain, That bcing ſo far gone with childe, ſhe did her ſelf a great deal of 
© harm by ſuch an exceſs of grick. Her diſquicts were augmented by the news ſhe 
© heard that day ; for ſhe was told by thoſc,that had eicaped from the Batte), that 
< Prince Oroa-4ater, who was ſo dcar to her remembrance, was amongſt her Ent 
© nies 3 that i had commanded the Army that day, and that it was to his valor, 
* andrto his good conduRtyhis Party owed the winning of that Viftory : She alſo 
© hcard that rtaxerxes, the ſon of Darixs, who had been thought dead ſo man 
*ycars, was alive in the fame party; and that it was he himſelt that had ſerved 
© on her fide in the former Battel ; and whozunder the name of Arſuces, had gain» 
<© ed ſo high a reputation. Roxane was as ſenlible of theſe news, as one can poſs 
<fibly imaginc ; there was no doubt but ſhe was infinitely troubled to know that 
© 4rtaxer:es was alive, who thercby fruſtrated the cruelty ſh: had uſcd againſt his 
TE Siſtcrs 3 and who much more potcntly, then thoſe Princeſſes, could diſturb her 
© in the poſſeſſion of her Dominions ; but yet ſhe was more ſenſible of Oroondates 
* his return : The knowledge of his hatred was a terrible diſcontent to her, find= 
* ing it ſo great, that it had made him fide with her Enemics, and fight every day 
< againſt her : And though ſhe was not ignorant how juſt cauſe he had, nor could 
© jn reaſon condemn his reſentments ; ſhe could not chooſe but be much affli&cd 
< atthem, fince they croffed the delign ſhe had of m_— him to her affeftion , 
© and that by thoſe expreflions of his hatred, he ſhewcd the ſmall inclination he 
© had to love her ; ' yet was it ſome comfort to her to know he was ſo neer her, for 
© ll he was an Enemy ; and in this ſatisfaftion, and ſome remaining ſpark of 
< hope, not yet extinguiſhed in her heart, ſhe found at laſt cauſe to be as much con» 
© tented, as if ſhe had not heard of him ar all. She paſſed the night in diſtraftions, 
< which according to Heſjone's report, would not ſuffer her to fleep a moment 
and the next morning,as ſoon as ſhe was ready, ſhe went to vifit Perdiccas, whoſe 
< wounds kept him in his Bed. Their firſt diſcourſe was of the unſucceſsful ifſue 
© of the Battel, and they both bewailed the loſs of ſo many thouſand men {lain 
© for their Intereſts , eſpecially of many brave Commanders, who. were cither- 
© dead or priſoners 3 among which, Seleucus held the firſt place, and then Leonatus, 
* Nearchus, and their Companions, of whom they had then heard no news at all. 
* After ſome talk upon that ſubje&, Perdiccas, who either could not, or w 
© not any longer difſemble the truth , which in the eſtate of his Afﬀairs, was not 
© pollible to be ſtill kept ſecret, ſeeing no body with Roxana, but ſuch perſons as 
" he ſuſpeRed not, ſpoke to her on this maner. Ie might have reaſon, —_ to 
\ compiain 
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complain of the ill ſucceſs the god's have ſent t) our Affairs,if we were not conſcious by what 
crimes we bave provoked them againſt us ; And uf the bl.od of theſe great and innocent 
Princeſſes, which you needs would ſked for your own Intereſis, did not call upim them for 
revenge, which they in juſtice cant refuſe, In brief Madam, That crime which makes us 
odious to ali the World hath Leen as unprofitable to us,xs it is deteſtable init ſelf 5 and you 
bave vainly deſired to ſecure the Throne to your ſelf,and to the childe you go withal, by the 
death of Darius his Daughters, ſince the gods have preſerved the life of his Son, Prince 
Artaxerxes : Ir is he, that may trouble your reign a great deal more powerfully, then his 
Si:ers ; and all the advantage we can reap by that horrid cruelty, willbe nothing but the 
flings ef a guilty C:nſciencegthat will tort ure us for cver, © Perdiccas made a ſtop at theſe 
words, and the Queen replied. 1 w.s perſwaded to that cruelty againſt mize own ins 
dlination, by the example of many perſons that have done the ſame, in a like condition : 
And though the advantages I deſired to procure to Alexanders Son, made me conquer my 
natural pity ; T have not nevertheleſs been without a great deal of Sorrow an4 Repentance 
for it. It i; truethe return of Artaxerxes, whom the gods have miraculouſly raiſed again, 
bath overthrown all our Policy 5, but it is as true, that I would revoke what's paſſed, if it 
were in the power of mankinde ; and that T now could wiſh, with all my heart, thoſe Prin= 
ceſies were alive. They are alive, Madam, (anfwered Perdiccas inſtantly) and the gods 
bave n i permitted, That the mof! Illuſtrious Blood in the World ſhould be ſo cruelly ſhed. 
Ar: they alive ? (cry Roxana, in admiration :) 3 es Madam (added Perdicc ) they 
are jo : And he, whom deceaſed Alexander honored w:th the lajt marks of his affections 
.x not ſo baſe, to deſtroy what w.s deareſt to him in all the Vorld ; it was by the death 
of certarn condemied Slaves, that your eyes were deceived, an your paſſion Jatisfied : 
But aerther my compliance with you, nor the conſideration of my Intereſts, were able to 
male me forget, what I owed tomy King, and to the quality of Prince, in which I was 
born. lou required t.0 inhumane, and too ſhameful effetis of Perdiccas his Obedience 
and if you were to have employed his hand to do you ſervice, it ſhould have beex in an 
alion more wirthy of bim, and againſt other Enemes, then thoſe great and innocent 
Princeſſes. © While Perdiccas ſpake on this maner, Roxana hearkned to him with 
« ſo much aſtoniſhment, That of a Jong time ſhe was not able to reply ; and that 
© ftrange news ſurprited her in ſuch ſort, that ſhe knew not which way ſhe ſhould 
© reccive it, The return of Artaxerxes, which thwarted the ſecurity ſhe thoughc 
«ſhe had cſtabliſhed in her Dominions, by the death of his Siſters, might have 
© made her contcnt they were alive ; but that of Oroondates bringing to minde the 
© inter: { of hcr love, incenced her ſo againſt her rival, whom ſhe ſaw coming in- 
* to the World again, to deprive her of a happineſs, upon which ſhe had ſettled 
« ſome flattering hopes, That ſhe ſtraight repented the wiſh ſhe had made in her 
«Favor, but a minute before. J/bat ? Perdiccas, (faid ſhe, looking upon him 
with an angry eye) Have you then deceived a Princefi, that truſted no body but your 
ſelf, and that put all ber Intereſts into your hand ſo freely ? I have deceived you(replicd 
Perdiccas) as I ſhould have deceived all the moſt Sovereign Powers upon Earth ; And 
though my ation fiand not in need of any juſtification , know, To the end you may be 
better ſatisfied, That to the Intereſt of my honor, aud to that of Alexanders memory, 
T alſo jeyxed thar of my love, which alone was able to overturn all my Reſolutions. T love, 
Madam, fince it is no longer time to diſavow it z I love Dueen Statira, and for that love, 
inflead of attempring againſt her life,l would have given my own : She hath no Enemies, 
againſt wh»m I woul1 not have defended her at the price of my Blood ;, and I have doxe 
«great deal more to content you , then Tought to bave done, ſince I put ber in fear of 
death, ſince T kept her concealed, to avoid your anger , though (he were all maner of ways 
the greateſt Princeſs of the World; and fince I made her lay aſide the yame of Statira, 
peculiar to the Royalry, to take again that of Caſſandra, the Daughter of Codoman : 
She is now in Babylon, an if hitherto my reſpect to you hath obliged me to conceal from 
Jou, both ber beg «l-ve, cnd the place of her abode, I think that now I may declare 
them to you, by re» ſon of Artaxerxes bis return, of the Lelief I bave, that her mi: for- 
tunes may have appeaſed you; and of the rb that you will have ſome regard to the love 


ef Perdiccas, who hath '/indly tied himſelf to run your fortune,and who hath endeavored 
t4 
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to comply with you, even to the prejudice of bis honor. < Roxana was 10 troubled, during 
<« this diſcourſe, that ſhe knew not ia what terms to cxprelts her {ence of it; and 
& after ſhe had long beheld Perdiccas with an eye that ſeemed to tax him for de 
« ceiving her z 1 ſhould never have believed (taid the) that you would ſo craftily have 
deluded me, me, who would have depended upon you, for whatſoever was moſt precious to 
me. I am not troubled, that Statira and Pariſatis are alive, they were other mot1ves, 
then the ambition of reigning, that made me 10 deſire their death ;, and m the extremty, 
I will make known,that which may juſtifie my crimes, as we! as you aledge the cauſe of your 
ſubril artifice. I1will not tell y:u, that I will imploy all the ow I have, to deflroy thoſe you 
have ſaved, ts the falſifying of your word ; and that perhaps, I am potent enough over the 
hearts of the Macedonians to 4o it, though you ſhould undertake to protec them : It js not 
out of incl-natien, that I amled to cruelty, and 1 conſider you more, then you have conſider= 
ed me ; The love you bear Statira, may juſiifie in part, what you have done; butIcay 
tell yu, you ſhall profit little by her being alive , and that it is not for your ſelf, you have 
preſerved her ;, Tt is for Oroondates,the Prince of Scythia, (the moſt dreadful of all your 
Enemies; and he himſelf, whom you ſaw yeſterday 4yed in the Lood of your Sold-ers, and 
alſo of your owh ) that you have plotted ;, and Statira is ſo totally his, even before he wy 
Alexanders, That no:hing,but death alcne,cun poſſibly take her from hin + Tou have that 
puiſſunt rival at our Gute:, you ſhall bave him tofight with all without, and her conſtancy 
to aſſarl: within our Wal's ;, it is by them, without doubt, that I ſhall! be revenged of you, 
and that I ſhall ſee you repent the Service you have acne, for your moſt cruel Enemy. © This 
&« threat of the Queens, made Perdiccas grow pale, but he recovered himſelf Pre- 

& {ently again, and dcliring to Jet her ſce his refoluteneſs; I do xot doubi ({aid he) 

but that Queen Statira 4: prepeſſeſſed with ſome powerful imcl:nation, that makes ber to 

diſd.iin my affection 3, nor am I 1gn:rant, but the Prince you ſpeak of , is a valrant anda 

terrible Enemy ;, Thave already tried his Forces in two ſet Battels, and Ihave had a di 

courſe with him, which bath ſufficiently made me underſtand his iniemions ; but neither 

the kaowledge of Caſſandra's engagement can repulſe me, nor is that of myrmals 

power able to «ffright me ; I ſhould have ſatisfied him tefore now, if Icould have feared 

his threatnings ; but if in the open Field he ſaw me not avod to encounter him, he ſhalluit 

make me tremble bebinde Wal's, which are firong enongh to reſiſt the greateſt Army in the 

Wixrld : And though Fortune ſhould favor him againſt me, he ſhall ſee me periſh in the vt 

ſolution T have taken, and defend 1hat againſt him to my lateſt gaſÞ, which I have too 

lawfully acquired, to del:ver it up but with my l:fe. Well, we ſhall ſec (replied the Queen, 

extreamly vext) which way you will behave your ſelf, and T will alſo think how I ſhall be- 

have my ſelf in this new face of my Affairs. T hope (ſaid Perdiccas ) you will have ſome 

regard tomy being tied to your Intereſts , from which, the conſideration of mine own ſyal 

ever be able to ſcparate me; and that you will not do any thing againſt a life, which no 

body can attempt, without aiming direfily at mine. © The Queen returned Perdiccas 

© no anſwer, bcing uncertain both what ſhe ſhould ſay, and what reſolution ſhe 

< ſhould take ; but parting from him very coldly,ſhe went oue of his Chamber,and 

&© returned to the Palace in a great deal of trouble. Then did her cruel diſquiets 

&© ſet her on the rack, and her love and her ambition, torturcd her by turns, but 

& with unequal force; the life of Artaxerxes made her but little ſenſible of that 

© diſcontent, which out of reaſon of State, ſhe might el{c have received for that 
© of his Siſters, whoſe ſorrowful deſtiny had indecd moved her to compaſſion 3 
© but ſhe could not know Statira was alive, and in Babylon, and Oroondates at the 
© Gatcs of it, demanding her with an Armed power, and in a condition, to 

© tain her ſhortly in ſpight of her, without falling into an extremity of grit 
« and without giving her ſelf over to the rage of her jealoufice. She cauſed me to 
<« to be ſent for, as him of all her Servants, who was beſt inſtructed in that affefti- 
«on; and having called me to her Bed-lide, where ſhe was laid down, Thou ſeeft 
Arbates (ſaid ſhe) how the gods overthrow the Propoſals of men, and by what ways they 
advance ther own, in ſþight of our reſolutions.” T bave labored, but in vain, to ſeparate 
Oroondates axd Statira, by ſo many different means, ſince neither the diſunion 1 had 


wrought between them, nor that death, whereby mine own eyes were deluded, my ” y 
ape 
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able t0 oppoſe the courſe of the deſtinies, which will jon them together again, in ſight 
if all my endeavors , and which will bring me to the ſorrow of ſeeing them tri over 
me, by thoſe ways that are the myſt glorious to them ;, That ingrateful man fights at our 
Gates againſt us, and is upon the point of taking ber away 9 frength of Arne, whom 
I by force and policy have vainly diſputed with bim ;, but rather let death put ax end 
to my affliftions, different from that I bad promiſed to my ſelf, then that I ſhowd ſuffer 
my rival to have the advantage, and my ingrateful Scythian to obtain bis utmoſt ſatis. 
fattion before my face : T will yet put in pratiice, whatſoever love. gud anger can in- 
fire into a Queen, animated with thoſe mighty paſſions ;, nor will T leave any thing un= 
attempted, either to deſtroy the felicity, they propefe unto themſelves, ar to make them 
periſh, when I am at the end of all my hopes. It is but in vain, that Perdiccag wm 
dertakes the protection of my rival ; & though cunningyhe ſhould not be able 10 effett it, 
I am powerful enough to ruine her by open force : Notwithſtanding all the credit be hath 
among the Macedonians, they are more at my devotion, then at hjs.z and they with ye= 
neration, expeti the birth of a Son of Alexander : All the Carians, Lycians, Par- 
thians, S $, and Badtrians, we have left ; obey my Orders withaye re MEHANCE 5 
and if we muſt take Arms —_ our ſelves, my party will not be meaker, then that of 
Perdiccas. Onely belp me, Arbates, with thy Counſels, and with thy Aſiftauce, in a 

__ which Thave truſted to none but thee ; ſeek ſome invention to ſaticfte me, before 
[ compelled to flie to extremities againſt Perdiccas,. and hope far nothing from me, but 
recompences worthy of ſuch an acceptable Jervice. « The r Sock ended with theſe 
« words, and ſecing that ſhe expefted my anſwer, I replicd immediately in theſe 
* terms. © Madam, The gods can teſtifie, that T have devoted wy life entirely to y:ur 
© Majeſty, and that T ſhall never value peril, nor difficulty in the accafions of ſerving 
tou : I will ſtrive, with all the wit the gods have given mt, to procure ow ſatis fatfron 3 
= Fi your Majeſty will give me leave to tell you my opinion, xd. te difſent from yours, 
c Wi 


take the liberty to ſay, That ia the condition: of your Aftirs, violent ways are 
© not the beſt, or rather, That you cannot makg uſe of auy ſuch, without ruining then. 
©If you attempt againſt Statira's life, and. if you raiſe a party within the City 
© againſt Perdiccas, you divide the Forces, which are neceſſary to defend you ag amnft your 
© Faes without, and make @ Prince your Enemy , who ts really i0 to your In- 
C terefts, and without whom, you. cannot ſubſift againſt thoſe that are at eur Gates : 
0 Rather take a contrary reſolution, Madam, and inſtead of ers ay bow to We 
t tira, endeavor to give her to Perdiccas, thereby you will avoid: the ſhame the 
©remorſe you would have by ber death; you will preſerve your ſelf, art you wil highly 
© oblige a Friend and a Servant, without whom, to fpeak the tricths are 6.9 t 
Ypould ſtand; and by depriving Orgondates, of the hopes be mgy heve in | 
©,f Statiraz you will rite bim to tarrn all bis thoughts upon you + If you ſucceed is this 
© defignt, you will be ſatisfied all maner of ways; and if thi courſe prove ineffettical, 1 
© ce noe grher.you can prob ably make uſe of. © The Qucen gave ear to me atteritive=« 
, and found ſomach reaſon; and likelihood in what I ſaid, Thar after having 
b; ed a while with her txſantnyent, againſt Perdiccar, for having deluded her, 
© ſhe reſolved to follow my advice :. And when-by very obligirig words, flichad 
© teſtified how much ſhe approved it, ſhe determined to do all{he could tojayn 
C , tatira with Perdiccas, and to.take away all Prince Oroandatts hjs prexenſtons to 
Cher; ; ; STLEL Ss 7%. |  Vibi)'% | 110”, 
« If in this counfel, Sir, (purſued Arbates, nd eddreſſing bimaſtlf 1» Qroondates) 
©1did you an ill office, 'by perſwading the G_ to afliſt Perdiccas again yory 
«1 did you no ſmall ſervice an the other fide, in- diverting her from the defign fiie 
_ ERR RIC} as ſhe mighe Rs oe hg ſeveral wa - 
ough that of force had not taken effe&. . Thenext e beingfu 
reed to follow the conntef had given her; hard bathe, or.at:leaft 
« feigning to banithall the ſharpneſs ſhe had conceived againſt Frrditcay, the font 
©me to his lodgirig to ſee how he did , and. to! affare. him frant her , That 
© how great. Intereſt ſoever ſhe had, in the death: of the Princeſſes of Perjia,; ths 
*would not thwars-his inclination 3: nor prefer the fecurity ſhe Guns nr 
10Nn; 
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& deftruftion, 'before the contentment ; and the advantages of a Prince, towhom 
« ſhe owed the better part of her own, and from whom, in regard of the Oblipa. 
&« tions ſhe had to him, The would never diſunite her ſelf. Perdiccas received this 
* complement of the Queens, with a great deal of civility ; and after I had alſo 
« proteſted to him from her , Thar initead of doing him harm, ſhe would favor 
6% kinpafion, as much as poll:bly ſhe could. Dear Arbates (ſaid he) you may tell 
the Dueen, That ſince ſhe hath ſo generouſly conquered her reſentments, in favor of me, 
therd is 19 conſideration in the orld, that can ſeparate me from ber ſervice ; audthat 
F will pend my Blood, to the laſt drop, for ber quarrel, with more paſſion then for my own, 
« Heſent me back with this anſwer, and preſently afcer,being vifited by Alce tus, he 
© gave him the order he defired , to have obſerved for the ſervice of the two 
cc Priviceffes : Fromt'that very day Alcets lett them the whole Houſe, cauſed the 
« Lodgings tobe furniſhed according to their — gave them a great many 
« Women towaitupon them, - with Officers, little different from what they had 
© had in forther times; and ſetled their Houſhold in ſuch a maner, That Queen 
« $tetirs waswattended in all points, as Alexander's Widow 3 and the Princeſs 
&« Pariſatis, as the Dvghter of Darius. Nothing but liberty was refuſed them 
© the paſſage out of the Houſe, being forbidden by a great number of Soldiers, 
« who kept Guardsthere, as atthe Palace of a Queen, and who detained them as 
* priſoners. They have their: Chambers free, but theGuard lie at the door; 
« they continually haye Sentinels under their Windows ; and when they walk in 
<« the Garden, whith they have the liberty todo, they follow them always, but 
& jin-fuch a maner , That they ſeem rather to be there to do them honor, then to 
& reſtrain them; —Perditcs did not refolve to uſe them on that faſhion, withour 
© being well affured;" That all'the Forces of Babylon were at his devotion, and 
© Roxdxue's; and that thoſe, in whom the love of their natural Princeffes, might 
< ſtir up a defire to give them liberty, ora ſorrow for their captivity 3 were too 
& weak in the Ciry;'to dare to ſhow themſelves, or to undertake any thing agai 

© kis Authority.) -Tn*the mean time, though he was forced ro keep hig Bed, he 
& provided; with-a great deal of care and diligence, for all bufinefſes, and-for 
<« the defence of: the Town. AZet4s, who never ftaid within doors for his wounds, 
« afliſted by Andiazors, Antigenes, I:lxs, and many other Commanders, whoby 
«praiſe, have attained an exatt kriowledge in matters of War, forgot none of 
& theduties of a petfe&t Captain, for the defence of the City : He lodged the Sols 
«diers)\ accordingtv the Quarters that were aſſigned them, and according to the 
& order of the Aſſarilts, you might .make, diſpoſed the Guards, as well for the 
& Qut-works',-'as for the Walls 3 over-looked the Arms, viſited the Scores of 
&« Viaal tharwere in the Town, and cauſed Provifions to be put into the Mas 
& #zzins, ſct- men - at work to make Arrows, employed others about Boatsy £0 
& make ſallies theRiver, /if it were neceſſary'; and to' the Works, 
&.,you ſhould make'there, and ſent Meſſengers intoall the Provinces of their Al- 
Gllitse0 haſten relief." Perdiccas and Caſſander' left their Beds the ſame day, and 
ETthink this is thethird day finee4- but Penceſtar and Neoptolemus lic by it till, 
«ant are not yet © near their cures : Neither did the two firſt ſtay for theirs, 
« but out of: imparitnce, to ſee the Princefſes-whiom they loved, would needs go 
& abroad, contrary to the will of their Phyfitians. What reſpe& ſocver Per+ 
« diceas meant to:pay Roxana, \m'his. firſt viſit he followed his own inclinations, 
« ant with onc Arm in a Skarf, -went to the: Houſe and ing of Queen Stu- 
©#;ra ; learned the diſcourſe he had with her, :from one of his Servants, witlt 
«hom I hdve a particuliar friendfhip, and by that means am able to tell you 
+ ſorhething'of i- - He found that beauteous Queen a little leſs ſad then ordi- 


Gnary ; wheekes:ir'were by-reaſon of the happy ſucceſs of your Forces z or of 


&rhie'order that Had been given to ſettle her Boufhold ;' and-raking an « 
«from. thence, - to: ent her, after 'the firſt-civilities 3 Madam (ſaid he) 7 


ſoould think you rejoyced at our late loft, if 1 wereinot acquainted with the excellence of 


Jour Nature, that cannot with pleaſure look upon the death of ſoimany thouſand Fee ; 
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and if I did nit alſo believe you begin to know, that among, thoſe, whom yon account your 
iends, there are none more affeciionate to you, then thoſe, to whom you give the title of 
your Enemnes : If the paſſion 1 have for you, hath carried me on to any ation, from which 
you bave received diſcontent 3: and if my fear of looſing you, forced me to keep you in « 
condition, very different from that, in which you ought to be, 1 will make amends for what 
i paſt, by a maner of life , wherein, without doubt, you will finde lefi cauſe of complaint : 
Hitherto the apprehenſion Thave been in, for your life, hath obliged me to conceal you 
from Deen Roxana, whom her Intereſts have made your enemy ; but ſince her mclina- 
tions are changed, ſince ſhe repents of what ſhe once attempted againſt you; and ſince 
you are here with all the ſafety I can deſire, you ſhall be better attended, then you have been 
til now; and in your Houſe, you ſhall finde all the marks of your former Dignity ; Onely, 
Madam, be not offended, I beſeech you, If Icannot diſpoſe my ſelf to loſe you, and if 1 
do all T poſſibly can, to ſhun a death,which I cannot avoid,by reſtoring you to my Enemies ; 
If 1 could lrve in giving you that ſatisfatjion, the gods are my witneſſes, I would content 
you to my own prejudice ; but ſince in letting you go, 1 ſhould utterly extinguiſh all my 
hopes ; and ſince T have a rival at our Gates, whoſe advantages wonld eſtabliſh then 
ſelves upon my ruine, Think it not ſtrange, if 1 defend you againſt him, aud if by all 
maner of Reaſoxs, I endeavor to make you underfiand the difference there is between 4 
barbarous Prince, and the cheif of Alexanders Succeſſors. © Perdiccas held his peace 
Cattheſe words, and the Queen, who had hearkned to him with impatience, re- 
&© plied very tartly. Thixk not Perdiccas, that 1 finde any change in my condition, 
either by this new order you have taken in ſettling my Houſe, or by that ſafety you prox 
miſe me from Roxana 3 ſince my laſt loſſes I have ſo little cared for this ſtate, you cauſe 
me to be ſerved with, or for this life you aſſure me of, That I can finde bit a very mean con- 
ſolation in either ;, nor ddT rejoyce for the death of ſo many men, whom you have made to 
looſe their lives in too injuſt a quarrel : And though I ſee the juſtice of the gods in your 
all fucceſs, T could wiſh nevertheleſi, they would be contented with a ſmaller mates 
for your faults, and that they would reſtore me the liberty, which you unworthily have 
robbed me of, and which you unjuſtly refuſe me, by lefi cruel, and lefl bloody means. 
That afeiiion you bear me, diſcovers it ſelf by very diſobliging ſigns, and that barba= 
rien Prince, whom you reproach me with, and who now fights my quarrel, hath expreſſed 
his to me, by effetis very comtrary to yours ;, and by attions, which without doubt, may 
equal bim with any of Alexanders Succeſſors 3 Tet did I ſhun the ſight of him, both be. 
fore, and ſmce the death of the King, my Hughand : And if by that ſacred memory, I 
have conquered the inclination, which I ſhall have for him, while IT live, and the remem« 
brance of the Obligations I have to him, Judge, what you ought to hope for from me, you, 
for whom T have no inclination, and to whom I am not at all obliged. I hope Creplied 
Perdiccas ) that by my perſeverance in loving you, I ſhall overcome yours in hating me z, 
and that by rendrmg you, in all the teſtimonies of your hatred, the ſame ſervices, which 
that more bappy rival, did in the proofs of your affetiion, you will finde the difference 
there is between his paſſion and mine. It is a ſmall matter for a man beloved, and for a 
man favored by Dneen Statira, to continue conſtant in his love, and to be for ever faith-. 
ful to her; but in the diſdain, and in the ill uſage Treceive from you, Fidelity is a great 
deal more conſiderable, then in a condition, that were able to keep the moſt inſenſuble per= 
ſons firm unto your ſervice : Perhaps, if you had made ſuch a tryal of this Oroondates, 
ſo worthy of your inclination, you would have loſt ſome part of it, and would ſoon have 
thought your (gf diſengaged of thoſe Obligations, that tie you to him, to the prejudice of 
the paſſion T rave to ſerve you, T know not (anſwered the Queen, with a very ſerious 
countenance) who can have inſirucied you ſo well in my Affairs z but whatſzever hath 
been told you of the affeftion I bore to Qroondates, it i« too great a glory to me ever to 
difown it, while Tlive. Trepent my ſelf of nothing (continued the Queen, with a ſigh) 
but that T loved him not enough; that's all my crime : And if I had not been deceived 
by the cunning practiſes of her, who hath given you this information, I was enough i; 
debted to that great Prince, to have preferred my grave, = the honor I received, to be 
the IVife of Alexander the Great : Tet Oroondates as great, aud as worthy t« be loved, 
# he is, bath not begot any deſign in me, to give my ſelf again #0 @ man y ufter baving, 
| 8D beer 
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been prarried to the greateſt of all men. In ſhort, The 11dow of Alexander ſhall neithe 
be for Oroondates, nor for Perdiccas but if ſhe were to be for any body, it ſhould be for 
Oroondates, ot onely rather then Perdiccas, but rather then all the reſt of mankin de; 
though the gods ſhould raiſe up another, a thouſand times more great then Alexander, 
T hope (added Perdiccas briskly) that if you are not for me, you ſhall not be for Orgon. 
dates 3 I will defend you againſt him, with forces that ſhall not be inferior to bis and if 
the gods have ſo decreed that his genius muſt be above mine , he ſhall never open his 
paſſage to you, till be have laid me dead at the bottom of our Walls. 

« After this diſcourſe, Perdiccas had ſome talk with the Queen, while Alcetss 
ec entertained the Princeſs Pariſatis, upon the ſame ſubjet, and drew juſt as much 
« ſatisfa&tion as his Brother had done : That brave ſpirited Princeſs uſed him al. 
<« ways with ſo much ſharpneſs and diſdain , Thar it he were not of a very milde 
« and patientnature, he would have faln into ſore expreſſions of anger, and 
& particularly thatday ;z for when Alcetas reproached her, that for all the ſeverity 
& the faigned fince Hepheſtion's death , ſhe had not been inſenſible of the love of 
Lyſimachus. T, for my juſtification (replied the Princeſs) may call all the Earth to wit. 
veſt, what I have done in favor of Lylimachus, both before, and ſince the death of He. 
pheſtion z but if Thad really given my affection to the knowledge of his vertue, andy 
the remembrance of his ſervices, I were as much excuſable, as I ſhould be little, if Ihoul 
caſt my eyes upon Alcetas.- © I know not what Alcets anſwered, becauſe Perdices 
< yyent then out of the Chamber ; and he that gave me this account of their con- 
 yerſation, went out with him. From thence Perdiccas went direttly tovifit 
« Queen Roxana, whom he found retired from all Company, entertaining her ſelf 
© jn an Arbor of the Garden, with no body but Hefioze 5 Perdiccas out of reſpeft, 
£ camein alone, and the Queen ſeeing him enter, roſe to meet him, and gavehim 
c« the beſt reception he could wiſh. After the firſt terms of civilicy, Perdicca be- 
<oan to ror her, for the force ſhe had uſed infavor of him , upon her firſtin- 
© tentions, and for her complying with his paſſion ; and then he proteſted to her, 
& That he defired nothing ſo earneſtly, as ſome occafion, to let her ſee how ſenfi- 


« ble he was of thoſe laſt effefts of her goodneſs. While he was making theſe 
&© proteſtations, the Queen having _- + him to fit down by her, gave ear with- 
a 


& gut interruption 3 and when he had done ſpeaking, ſhe, who during his dif- 
&« courſe, had had time to confirm her ſelf in the reſolution ſhe had taken, looks 
«ing upon him with an ation accompanied with {ome ſhame, and ſome uncer« 
« tainty : May Ihave aperfeti confidence, Perdiccas (ſaid ſbe) in the Proteſtations you 
make me ? And may 1, upon that hope, make you a confeſſion, whereby, T put both my quiet 
and my reputation into your hands ? < You may Madam, with all maner of ſecuri- 
« rity, anſwered Perdiccas 3 and then he confirmed his promiſes by Oaths, which 
« begot a full affurance in the Queen. will make no difficulty then (replied ſhe)to truft 
you abſolutely, and to own a thing to you, which I ſhall not be able to do without b ſoing : 
But, Perdiccas, ace you bave weakneſſes your ſelf, which you have confeſſed tome, Why 
ſhould not 1 confeſs mine toyou ? and why ſhould 1 not hope for ſome indulgence from you to» 
ward them, and even for your n_ if it be neceſſary ? I brief, Perdiccas (ſaid ſhe, 
purring her hand before her face) if this Declaration may be permitted from the Widow 
of Alexander, 1 love as well as you, 1 love with an affettion, borne many years ago, but with 
an affetiion which never injured that which I owed unto the King,my Hu band,and which 
revived again ſince his death ; but not without a violence,which Ihave not lyen able to re- 
\iſt ; pw the multiplicity of my Aﬀairs, nor the care of my Fortune, have been able to 
baniſh a dear remembrance out of my beart, no more then you out of yours; and Queen 
Statira is not more deeply ſettled in your thoughts, then Prince Oroondares is in mine. 
& Perdiccas was ſurpriſed at this diſcovery, and looking upon the Queen, with 
© much aſtoniſhment : How, Madam (faid he) do you love the Prince of Scythia ? 
T love him (anſwered Roxana) with ſo ftxong an affettion, that it takes away my repoſe 
and perhaps will alſo take away my life. Ab! Madam (added Perdiccas, railing his 
voice) ceaſe to love Oroondates , he muſt die to ſecure me the poſſeſſion of Statira. 
Statira muſt die then Creplied Roxane) to ſecure me the poſſeſſion of — 
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_ both were mute at theſc firſtwords, and looked upon one another a good 
« while without ing; but the Queen breaking ſilence firſt, Tou have no more 
reaſon _— ) to demand the death of Oroondates , then I have to procure 
that of Statira ; ney, I have more ; For wherex Oroondates i onely your rival, Sta- 
tira is both my raval , and my competitor in Empire ; and I have no leſi cauſe then you, 
to defire the ruine of the one, and the preſervation of the other. If you can give me 
Oroondates, the obtaining of Statira will be much mere eaſie far you, then if he remain 

conftaxt to her 5 and if I can aſſiſt you toward the conqueſt of Statiraz that of Oro- 
ondates will not be ſo difficult, as it now is, in the continuation of his hopes. Inſtead of 
deftroying one another, let us labor mutually to content one another , and let us joyn the 
Intereſts of our love, as we have already done thoſe of cur Fortune. © Perdiccas, who 
«had flown out at the beginning of the Queens diſcourſe, found ſo much Reaſon 
*in the reſt of it, that he could not poſlibly diſapprove it; and alſo conſidering, 
« how much eaſter it was for him to follow the way the Gy propoſed, then 
©ro execute the reſolution of killing Orocadates , he had nothing more to argue 
« againſt her ; and —_—_ to let her ſee how he was overcome, Tou are all-power- 
ful, Madaps (ſaid he) and they that could reſiſt your will, were unworthy of the honor I 
receive from you : I will not ſay a word, to argue againſt that paſſion you have imparted to 
me, but will onely ſerve you in it with all the fidelity, you can deſire from a man infinitely 
obliged ; both by offers full of goodneſi, and by a truſt which I have not deſerved. . Tes 
Madam, I ſhdll be but too proud to joyn my Intereſts with yours, and how much ſoever 
7 bate Oroondates, as the lover of Statira, be ſhall be conſiderable to me, at being be- 
loved of Queen Roxana. © They had talked longer, if they had not been interrup- 
« ted by a man, whoſe light ſtruck them into a great deal of confuſion. Ir was 
« the amorous Caſſander, who as he was ſeeking the Queen in the Garden, had 
«come to the Arbor, while they were deepeſt in diſcourſe z and through the 
« Boughs that grew abour it, that jealous lover had over-heard the greateſt part 
«of their converſation ; Although ſome of , the Queens Servants who were 
Ewaiting ata diſtance, ſaw him ſtand hearkning on that maner , The Authority 
*hehad, and their knowledge of his humor, hindred them from troubling him 
<« ſo that from Koxana's own mouth he heard, bur to plainly for his c, how 
& ſhe was in love with Prince Oroardates. Never did the anger'of a man rife to a 
& oreater extremity, then that of Caſſanders, after this cruel knowledge ; it was 
&« ſo violent, that it made him looſe all the diſcretion he had left, and the remem- 
 brance of the Authority of thoſe. two perſons, was not able ro make him dif- 
« ſemble it for a minute. He came into the Arbor with a very troubled a&ioh, 
«and with ſo wilde a look, that Roxana cafily read the tiuthy of that adventure 
*<jnit: He was ſo far tranſported, That he ſcarce bethoyght himſelf, ro Pay the 
© Queen any ſalute; but beholding her with = ſparkling with anger , 1t. ws 
not the memory of Alexander -then (ſaid he) but the love of Oroondates, that. made 
you a4 enemy to Caflander ; amnd.you feel that. paſſion for a Scythian, and for. a. Scy= 
thian that diſdains you, which you could not ſuffer for a.Prince; of Macedon, ,' Wa this 
that greatueſi of courage, Madam, and that brave remembrance of. an Jlluſtriow 
Huband , which made you receive the teſtimonies of my Afﬀeciion as mortal injuries : 
And while the unfortunate Cafſander ſighs in vein for you, do'you ſigh for a Scythian, 
who is an enemy to your party, and your particular enemy ? ®'The yehemence of. his 
&* anger hindred him from ſaying more, and Roxane was ſo abaſhed, that ſhe had 
* {diſcovered her felf, and given thoſe advantages to him, for whom of. all the 
* men in the World, ſhe had «he leaſt inclination, That ſhe neither knew. how ro 
© reply, nor with what countenance to look upon him : Act laſt, ſhe repolleRed 
«her courage, and conſidering, 'that in the condition, of her Afﬀairs,. difſumula» 
«tion way no. longer ſeaſonable 5; ſhe looked ,confidently- upon him, and. reſol- 


'< ving to ſhew that her reſentments were nor leſs then his ;, Jour indiſcretiau 1 


fwered ſhe) bath been puniſhed, | as it deſerved. $0 be 3 and if you had not been ſo buld, 
« to bearkexto-my ſecret diſcourſes, you bad, yot learned this truth, at which you appear 
to be ſo angry 5. whether I lovc,or love not,” you are be, wha of all zen livings Rep -.- 
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Intereſt in it : The Scythian you peak of with ſo much contempt, is worthy the afſettion 
of the greateſt Princeſſes Earth, and you deſerve the averſion of all the World : Tou 
cannot make any compariſon with him, without doing him wrong, nor believe that though 
I ſhould ceaſe to love him, 1 ſhould alſo ceaſe to hate and to deſpiſe you. Tou will ceaſe to 
love him (replied furious Caſſander) when he ſhall ceaſe tolive ;, and the deſigns you 
have now made in his Favor, ſhall not hinder me from carrying death to him, imto the 
midſt of all bis Army. If you can but uſe poyſon for that purpoſe (anſwered the Queen 
in the extremity of her choler ) 1 do not doubt but you may effett it ; but I am ſure 
you never can revenge your ſelf of him by open Wax; and you are not ſo ignorant of bis 
force, as to dare to — it in the Field ;, there wonld need a whole Squadron of ſuch 
men as you, to kill Prince tes 3 nor do I think that you have ſo much courage, 
but that you tremble even at his very name, eng” jou are within the ſhelter of our Wal, 
« Caſſander was ſo tranſported at theſe offenfive words, that without doubt he 
«© was going to reply in terms, that would have driven her to extremities, if Per. 
& Jiccas had not hindred him : Although he _—_— Pp carriage, yet 
<« was he his friend, he knew he was very much obliged to him z and moreover, 
&« he confidered the credit his Brother and he had, in Macedonia and ty Babyley ; 
& Theſe Reaſons kept him from declaring againſt him, and not being willing to 
© ſuffer matters to paſs further between him and Roxana, Tou are too violent ({aid 
he) Caffander, and it is by ways quite contrary to theſe you pratiiſe, that you ought to 
gam the Dueens affettions. Come, let us withdraw from her preſence (continued he 
embracing him, and carrying him out of the Arbor, almoſt by force) and co 
fider in another maner what you ow to the Wife of Alexander. © With thieſe words he 
© pulled him away quite blinded with rage ; but he conld not make him forbear, 
© as he went, to pour forth a thouſand reproaches againſt the Queen, and a thou- 
© {and threats againſt the life of Oroondates. Perdiccas got him out of the Garden, 
& with mnch ado, and preſently after came back to the Queen, whom he found 
© highly exaſperated, and infinitely confounded, for having imprudently dif 
© covered the ſecret of her love to Caſſander, which ſhe would not have confeſſed 
© but to Perdiccas : Yer Perdiccas pacified her a little, by putting her in minde, 
* That ſhe could not hope for any ſatisfaftion in that buſineſs, without giving 
© further knowledge of it to the World ; and that though Caſſaxder had no 
© learned it by that means, he could not have been much longer ignorant of it. 
<« He prayed her alſo to pardon his haſtineſs, and the violence of his paſſion ; for 
© though both Caſſzrders love, and his perſon, were odious to her, it was beſt to 
& diflemble her indignation, and not to come to extremities againſt him, ſo long 
& 23 ſhe had need of his aſſiſtance. The Queen promiſed him part of what he dt 
© fired ; but ſhe would not give him any h That ſhe would ſhew any kinde of 


favor to a man, whom ſhe with a great deal of appearance ſuſpeed for the 
death of the King, her Husband. From this diſcourſe they fell into that of the 
& reſolutions they ſhould take in matters of the War; and after they had talked 
< a while upon that ſubje&, they determined to ſend one into your Army, to ſtay 
< ſome days unknown amongſt your men, and bring them intelligence of what 
< paſſed, both in the Camp, and among the Princes : When they had ſpent ſome 


< time in bethinking themſelves, whom they ſhould employ, they caſt their eyes 
" __ me; as well, becauſe of my readineſs in ſpeaking - hs es, and 
& of my belng verſea among moſt of thoſe Nations, your Army is compoſed of; 
© as out of a belief the Queen had, Thar I would bring her fome particular news 
& of Prince Oroondates ; yet was ſhe not ignorant of the hazard ran, of being 
© taken by ſome of his men, to whom my face was known ; but ſhe believed 1 
had cunning enough to avoid their knowledge, or rather (as it is the cuſtom 
© of all great perſons) ſhe little confidered the danger of a man, provided; ſe 
< might draw any fervice from it. I was preſently ſent for, and the Queen and 
& Perdiccas, having brapdGed the bulineſs they defired I ſhould ſerve them iv, I 
© offered readily enough to undertake itz they inftrufted me punually in my 
& Commitſion, and the Queen commanded me very earneſtly to learn ſomeneng. 
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« of Oroeudates, if it were poſſible. Why ſhould I trouble you longer, with a.di(- 
« courſe of ſmall wy ve ey ? I came that very day out of the Town, the paſs- 
« ages fram thence being free, by reaſon that the Qut-works then, wereours 
& and after I had made a little circuit, 1 went into Craterss his quarter, aud lay 
« that night among the Ciliciazs, my Country-men, with whom I quickly made 
« acquaintance z and the next morning, which was yeſterday, I walked about all 
« the Carap, while part of your men were bukie in affaulting our Ouc-works ; 1 
« obſerved the order of your Encam ing, the number of your Foxces,, and the 
&« maner of your Guards ; but by the loſs of our Out-works, I no more had free 
& entrance into the City, as before ; yet did I not deſpair of getting in one way 
« or other : But before I returned, I was defirous to do ſomething in diſcharge 
« of the Queens Command, and while I ſought means to ſee Prince Oroondates, 
« without being ſeen by him, or any of his that could diſcover me, or at leaſt, 
« to learn ſomething concerning him, that I might carry back to the Queen : 
« My walking hereabout, begot ſuſpicion in thoſe that took notice of it, and 
« made me fall into this danger, wherein I ſhould certainly have periſhed, for a 
© puniſhment of many crimes together, if my deſtiny had not f nag upon 
«the greateſt and moſt generous Prince that ever was. 


4 Arbates made an end of his Relation thus , and caſting down his eyes, 
expedted the confirmation of that Pardon that had been granted him ; but Ptol;- 
meu not having learnt ſo much by his diſcourſe, as he defired ; Tell ws (faid he) 
the order of the City Guards,and what number of Soldiers there is in the Town. Beſides 
the Inhabitants (replied Arbates) who moſt of them bear Arms, there are yet Fifteen 
er fixteen thouſand Soldiers : Alcetas commands that quarter that is oppoſite to Crate- 
rus bis poſt , where he makes Two thouſand men go upon the Guard every night, which 
are relieved every Four and twenty hours : Andiagoras hath the ſame charge, over 

zinſt that fide where Prince Oxyartes lies, with the ſame order, and the ſame number 
f men ; and Antigenes defends thoſe parts towards Artabaſus, being there is no more 
of the Town beſieged, but what tanas on this ſide of, the Ryver, greateſt force of the 
Garriſon is quartered there ; 1a/d ou the other it; the Guar very weak, but they 
intend to ſtrengthen them, as ſcon as you go about to pf the River. The Town is provided 
with Vittual | four Moneths , and is in @ condition to defend it ſelf till relief come, 
which they have ſent to demand on every ſide. 

The Princes had ſome other Queſtions to ask Arbates , but Oroondates who 
could not ſee him, without feeling too ſenſible renewings of his grief, having till 
then, endured his preſenceand his diſcourſe, xeaſonable patiently. For Gods ſake 
(ſaid he to his Companions) diſmiſi this Fellow, and never expeit a true Anſwer to 
your Demands, from a man that hath ſo little Fidelity in him. Go, IN he, 
turning toward Arbates) Go back again to Roxana, Perdiccas, and Caffander, thy 
Illuſftriow Maſters, and my generous Enemies : And ſince I, by thy mouth, amt informed 
4 their deſigns and threats ; let them alſo hear from the ſame Mouth, what effe that 

nowledge bath wrought upon me ; Tell Roxana, ſhe hath now too little vertue to make 
a man in love with ber , who did not ſo much as value her, when ſhe was more innocent ; 
end that the remembrance of her old perfidiouſneſi, and that of her laſt cruelties, is too 
deeply engraven in my minde, to leave me other thoughts of her, then thoſe of horror and 
deteſtation. Tell Perdiccas, That I neither can endure bim as a Friend, nor fear '521m as 
an Enemy; that I equally regard his deſigns againſt the life of his rival, and his con* 
fiderations of a Prince, beloved of Roxana ; and that if he will deſerve Caſſandra, be 
muſt become more vertuous then he is, and diſpute her againſt me, with more valor, then 
be bath done hitherto. And tell Cafſander, That I willingly yeild to him in his 
tenſions to Roxana; and that I would do him ſervice, if I could poſſibly, in his defigny 
wpon a perſon worthy of him ; That I will not on with him upon that quarrel, but in 
, the intention Thave to ſerve theſe Princes, who proſecute bim as the poyſoner of bis King. 
I will make him know, if I meet him in the field , That to take away the life of Oroon- 
dates, is #0 eaſie enterpriſe for ſuch a man as Cafſander, I give thee no Meſſage to " 
rinceſſ, 
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Princeſt , for 1 know thou wouldſt perform it with thy uſual Fidelity z but if thou baſt 
the honor,” and haſt yet the face to appear 'in her preſence , Tpgive thee leave to tell ber, 
and the Princefs ber Siſter alſo , Thethy the valor of the Prince, their Brother, and that 


of ſo many other gallant Princes, as have united themſelves for their Interefts, Lyfima- 

chus and 1, hope to ſee them free ere long, from the perſecutions of their Enemies ; aud 

in & condition, to puniſh thoſe cruel perſons that have uſed them ſo unworthily. Aﬀer 

theſe words, Oroondates could no longer ſuffer Arbates to ſtay in his , 

= commanded Araxes to make him” be ſafely condufted back to the Gates of 
City . . 
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The Second B o o x. 


Sſoon as Arbates was gone, and that the Prince of Scythia was reſettled 
af \ from thoſe troubles which the fight of thar man had cauſed in him, 
an > 5h all the Princes went together to ſee Seleucus, and his Companions z 

3 Ptolomews himſelf, who till then had been his particular enemy, and 
HEATH who had had differences with him, which nd wr might have diſ- 
penced with him for that viſit ; had ſo much complacency for his Friends, as to 
accompany them in it, and ſo much generoſity, as to forget his old quarrel;while 
Seleucus was not in caſe todecide it. Seleucus, whoſe heart was no lef: great, then 
his, received that civility with a like magnanimity z and after having rendred 
what was due from him, to the other | on choofing out Ptolomeus amongſt 
them ; and putting torth hls haud co him, wi a countenance that had nothing 
of an Enemy : Tou ſurpriſe me not (laid he) by this effed of your verrue, for Luever 
doubted, but that you were as generous in ſhewing kindneſs to your Enemies, when they 
are conquered, wounded, and priſoners, as Thave known you valiant in fighting with 
them, while they were in a condition to reſiſt you. The enmity that was between us (re- 
plied Prolomens ) could not exempt me from what all the World ows to your vertue, and 
what effetis ſoever it hath produced between us for the time paſt , the conſideration of it, 
enght t9 yeild to the knowledge T have of you. It ſhall yeild it ſelf (anſwered Selencus ) 
to this laſt effect of your generoſity, and I hope you will ceaſe to be my Enemy, ſince 1 nei= 
ther can nor will be any longer yours. All the Princes, and particularly Artaxerxes 
reaped a great ſatisfaftion by Seleucus his words, and Ptolomens , wh defired to 
receive them handſomly ; 1 fingde too many advantages ({aid he) in our reconciliation 
to accept of it otherwiſe then as one of my happieſt fortunes, and will not onely ceaſe to be 
your Enemy, but in giving you my Friendſmp entirely , beſeech you to reſtore me all that 
you honored me with heretofore. At theſe words he came cloſe to him, and Seleucus 
welcoming him with a great deal of joy , thoſe <wo brave men embraced one 
another often with much contentment, to all that were preſent at their reconcile- 

ment. After this ation, and ſome other diſcourſes, ? Princes went into the 
Chamber of Nearchus and Leoratus, who would needs be together, they had a 
converſation with them full of civility ; and having propoſed the deſign of Se- 
leucus, touching their exchange, and that of all the priſoners ; for the Princeſſes, 
they tound them. very ready to employ all the credit they had with Perdiccas, to 
that effect. 

When 


— 
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\When they were returned into Seleucts his Chamber, they began the diſcourſe 
of that accommodation, although they ſtil] excepted him from the number of 
priſoners ; and that they not onely offered him his liberry, but with it all manee 
of Authority, he could deſire amongſt them. Seleucus, who wiſhed their ſatisfatt;. 
on, much more then his own Iberty, received their Propoſition with a great deal 
of joy, and'prayed them to give him leave to ſend a man that very day to Perdic. 
cas, with a Letter from him and his Companions. The Princes rook him at his 
word, and calling Araxes to his Bed-tide, to ſerve him tor a Secretary, bccauſc he 
was not yctable to write with his own hand, Seleuc:s dictated ghelc words, which 
he knew his Companions would approve ot. 


SELEUCUs LEoONATus,andNtarchus, 


To Prropiccas. 
Ic 1s no light cffe& of Friendſhip and Vertue, to con- 


quer ones own moſt violent Paſſions for their fake; 

neither durſt Friendſhip alone demand it of you, if 
Vertue did not joyn with her, or it we could conſider you 
as our Friend , without looking upon you as vertuous: 
We are Priloners to your Enemies , but they diſguiſe our 
impriſonment ſo well by their Noble uſage of us, that we 
cannot know it, bur by your abſence ; nor deſire liberty, 
but ro recover with it, the occaſions of doing you ſervice. 
Your Enemies have been ſo generous, as to offer it us, 
but it 15 from you alone, that we will, or that we can hand- 
ſomly reccive it : It you love Selencxs, Nearchus,and Leo- 
natus, and if you make any account of the deliverance of 
Eight thouſand of your men, which are in your Encmies 
power, you will make no difficulty of recovering them by 
the exchange of two perſons : In ſhort Perdiceas, it 8 
Queen Stat:ra, and the Princeſs her Siſter, whom they de« 
mand of you, tor the ranſom of your beſt Friends, We 
have ever held that rank, and give you to day the utmoſt 
proofs, you can deſire of itz We to any other, but Perdic- 
cas, ſhould repreſent the hazards, to which we have Ex- 
poled our lives for his Intereſts, the loſs of our men, and 
the wounds, wherewith we ſtill are kept in Bed ; Bur he 15 
too grateful, and too generous, to ſtand in need of being 
put in remembrance, or of being ſolicited for an action, 


to which he 1s yet more powerfully 'obliged by his —_— 
| then 
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then by our conſideration. Thole Illuſtrious Princeſſes, 
whom you detain, are of too high a condition not to have, 
liberty at leaſt, atter thole greatnefles they fo juſtly have 
olleſled, as you are too much indebted to the memor 
of Alexander the Great, to go about to obtain that of the 
Queen his Wite by violence, which he himſelf in ſo ab- 
ſolute an Authority, as that he had, never {ought tor from 
her, but by ways of ſubmiſſion. We hope Perdiccas, that 
out of your love to them, and to your ſelt, you will open 
your eyes to the Counſel of your Friends, and pardon tlic 
treedom they take to give it you 3 much leſs for their con- 
ſideration, then for your own. 


% This&e8tter was approved of by the Princes, who thought it worthy of 4 
frank amFgenerous ſpirit, like that of Seleucus ; and after he had ſigned it, and 
bad ſent it to his Companions to do the ſame, the Princes ſent for Cleonimus, up- 
on whom they had caſt their eyes for that deputation ; he had an underſtanding 
capable of all maner of Commi ions, a great deal ot Eloquence to perſwade 
what he deſired, and much courage to overco 1 e all the difhculties, and all the 
dangers, he might meet with in that —— : a_ in a few words, for he 
was apprehenſive enough, not to need any long diſcourſe, gave him all the in- 
ſtrukion that was neceſſary. Oroondates and Lyſrmachus could have been glad to 
have ſent Letters by him to their Princeſſes z bur they eafily judged, that Perdiccas 
would not give him permiſſion to ſee them, and they intended not to ask him. 
Cleonimus very well pleaſed, that he had found an occaſion ito ſerve thoſe gallant 
Princes, to whom he had ſo much devoted himſelf, after he had proteſted, That 
he would faithfully perform the Commi ''on they had given him, took his leave 
of them, and getting on Horſe-back, advanced toward the Gates of his Native 
City 3 which, thc remembrance of former times, and of the deplorable death of 
his dear Theander, would not ſuffer him to behold without tears. In the interim, 
the Princes were gone out of Seleucus his Tent, and were thinking to go wait up- 
on the Princeſs Berexice ; when they heard, that ſhe with Deidamia and Cleone, was 
gone to viſit Apamia and Arſinee, who were with Prince Artabaſus, their Father. 
Although his Quarter was a good way off, the Princes took that walk without 
unwillingneſs; and Arſaces thought all ways caſte, that led him to his Princes : 
They found very good company with that venerable old man, but it was in- 
creaſed preſently after, by one of the moſt welcome additions, it could have re- 
ceived, Scarce had they begun to fall into diſcourſe, when there was ſeen com- 
ing toward the Tent, a Chariot drawn by ten white Horſes, guarded by certain 
Horſemen, and followed by a good number of ſervants. The equipage ſhewing 
the quality of the perſon, to whom it appertained, cauſed thoſe that were molt 
curious, and leaſt employed, as Oroondates, Lyſimachus, and Ptolomeus, to break 
off their Converſation, and go toward the door of the Tent ; whither they were 
no ſooner come, but they ſaw the Charior ſtop there full of Ladies ; and Prince 
Oroondates advancing firſt to help them to alight , and offering his hand to her, 
that appeared the chief, knew her to be his good and generous friend, the fair 
Princeſs Barſina : But, once in his whole life, had that Prince begn touched with a 
more pleaſing ſurpriſe 3 and hardly had he given greater teſtimonies of it, when 
from the mouth of Perdiccas he had heard, that his Princeſs was alive. Of all the 
perſons in the World, onely Statira, and Artaxerxes, had any thn 4 over 
arſinas 
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Barſina in his affeftion 3 and the Princeſs Berenice, did but hardly pofſeſs an 
equal place, to that of hers, in his friendſhip 3 neither could heſceher, without 
an extraordinary tenderne(s, nor without melting into tears, which his Aﬀetti.. 
on, his Joy, and very moving Remembrances drew from his eyes, at that for- 
tunate meeting. Barſina, to whom, by a good will, whereof. the vertue of them 
both had made the ſtrongeſt engagements, that Prince was dearer, then all the 
reſt of mankinde, ſeemed no lefs touched, nor leſs tranſported, then he, at thar 
encounter 3 and when ſhe ſaw herſelf in his Arms, ſhe made no difficulty tg 
preſs him between hers, and feared not to offend her modeſty , by giving him 
teſtimonies of an Aﬀettion, not inferior to his. Honored Barfina (ſaid the Prince) 
my Protetireſi, and my Tutelary deity, Are you come to take away the remainder of my 
Afittions, by your preſence , and to bring me a Fortune again, whereof your goodyefi 
hath ever made one of the cheifeſt parts * Ab ! without doubt (continued he, begin= 
ing his endearments afrefh , which ſhe could not oppoſe) without doubt, this feli 
city was to f.re-run the laſt I now can hope for 5, and the gods, after having preſerved my 
Princeſs, and regiven me my dear Artaxerxes, bave thought it neceſſary to reſtore me 
Parſina alſo; without whom, I c:uld not reliſh any perfe happineſſ. He brought forth 
theſe words with interruption, and Barſia, atter having a while given place to 
their impetuouſneſs; Sir, (faid ſhe at laſt) The gods bring me to you again, that 1 
may ſhar- in thoſe bleſſings,they have reſtored you, and in thoſe felicities, they are prep 
ring for you; They know that I am too much intereſſed in your Fortune, to be ſeparated 
from it 3 and they ſhould do me an injuſtice, if in thoſe good ſucceſſes, that wait for you, 
and in thoſe, that have already befaln you, they ſhould not give me as great _ as I 
have bad in your affliftions, They had gone further into that diſcourle, if the 
throng of thoſe, whoat the name of Barſ#a, were run out of the Tent, had 
not taken them off, and if, as ardent as Oroondates was, he had not been con- 
ſtrained to yeild her for a while to thoſe other friends ; Her ryo dear Siſters, 
Apamia an Arſince ; her two Illuſtrious Brothers-in-law, Ptolomes and Eumenes; 
and even her Father himſelf, whoſe affe&ion had given him animbleneſs togo 
out to meet her, demanded to poſſeſs her in their turns, but all were fain to 
leave her to Prince Artexerxes; and Barſina no ſooner ſaw him appear, but get- 
ing looſe from the Arms of all, ſhe ran to him with an a&tion, that made the 
company know what love, and whart veneration ſhe bore to the remnants of the 
Blood of Dari. O my Loyd! (ſaid ſhe, caſting her ſelf into his Arms, which 
he ſtretched forth to her) O my Lord ! Is it poſſible, that Barſina ſhould yet be ſo 
happy, as to receive the favor of her revived Prince ; and f a Prince, to whoſe death 
ſhe had given ſo many tears ? Artaxerxes, who dearly loved, and particularly 
eſteemed her, appeared ſenſible of her AﬀeSion, by all the figns he could ex- 
preſs of his. 1 was alive, dear Couſin, (anſwered he) while you believed, that I was 
dead, as peradventure T ought to have been ; but if my life have ſomething of ſhame- 
ful in it, after the death of my Friends, behold my excuſe, Couſin, and pardon my be= 
ing alive, by conſidering for whom I have lived. Heſaid theſe words, ſhewing her 
the Princeſs Berexice, whom Oroondates was bringing toward her ; and who being 
informed of the vertues of that Princeſs , and of the good offices ſhe had done 
her Erother, ran to her with a ſpirit of acknowledgement and eſteem. Barſins, 
whoalready had learned ſome part of the truth, knew her by many marks , bur 
more then all the reſt, by that admirable beauty, which the whole World could 
hardly parallel; And advancing to her, with an a&ion full of aſtoniſhment and 
ſubmi i'on, would have kifſed her Hands with great reſpe&; but the Princeſs 
pulled them back, to preſent her Mouth , and to let her ſee , That in the eſteem 
and affeftion ſhe already had conceived toward her, ſhe defired a greater equality 
intheir ſalutations. 
After a familiarity, very different from that of a firſt enterview, Barſine look- 
ing ſtill upon Berexice with admiration, O moſt worthy Siſter ({aid ſhe) of ſuch 4 
Brother,as Oroondates, and moſt worthy cauſe of the life and paſſions of Prince Artaxer= 
xes ! How eaſie are you to be known, among whatſoever of great and beautiful our 
| eyes 
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eyes can ſee, and bow infinitely is Barlina ſatisfied, that ſhe now can pay ker homage to 
the worthy Miſtreſi, and worthy Siſter of the greateſt Princes in the World ! The Prin- 
ceſs out of countenance at fo obliging a diſcourſe, replied with a great deal of 
wodelty z Madam, I ſhall be extreamly glad, if to adde to theſe bappineſſes which I 
bave not merited, 1 may alſo be w,rthy of your Friendſhip z ſince beſides the deſire your 
febt hath produced in me, the report of your goodnefi had already abſolutely gained 
me, and that among thoſe perſons, who are tied to Oroondates by blood or friendſhip , 
my affetiion to you took birth, bef,re T had the honor to know you. Afﬀter the ſefirſt civi- 
lities, Berexice permittcd Barſina to ſalute the Princeſs Deidamia, in whole quality 
ſhe preſently was inſtrufted, and after her, the faithful Clesxe, whoſe fight wakned 
in her the remembrance of her Miſtreſs, with a great ſence of her misfortunes. 
Prince Oxyartes, who chanced alſo to be with Artabaſus, and Prince Lyſimachus 
falutcd her after the reſt ; but in Oxyartes his countenance, Oroondates oblerved 
alterations, that were not ordinary, and believed him cither to be indiſpoſed, or 
elſe particularly intercfſcd in the arival of that Princeſs. Afſoon as that fair 
company was entred again into the Tent, ſome of the perſons it was compoſed 
of, made their complaints to Barſma of her long abode at Suſa, and of the little 
care ſhe had taken, to give them the contentment,that was then occaſioned, by her 
preſence. She was deſirous to juſtifie her ſelf in that particular, and for that 
m_ after ſhe had a while ru ear to their reproaches, I am not ſo faulty, as 
you believe (anſwered ſhe) and I hope you will pardon me a ſtay, which hath been a 
greater puniſhment to me, then to any body elſe. The ſickneſ, Prince Oroondates had 
at my houſe, hindred me from waiting upon the Queens, as you certainly have heard ; 
and I was obliged to render that great Prince in my own houſe, a part of that, which all 
the World owed to his vertue, and his perſon : After his recovery and departure, I was 
preparing to leave Suſa within a few days ; but ſcarce had I given order i ſome affairs, 
which it was neceſſary I ſhould provide for, before my journey, when I recerved news of 
the Kings death, and of the troubles, that were ſprung up among his Succeſſors. Within 
« little after, I heard of the death of our great Princeſſes, and of the good Queen Sy= 
ſigambis z and without particulariſing my lamentations, I will onely tell you, that my 
ſorrow was like to have brought me to my grave. When I was able to overcome that grief 
« litile, which had kept me many days m Bed , 1 bethought my ſelf of taking a retreat, 
either with my Father, or my Siſters, whom the authority of their Husbands, made con- 
\derable among the Succeſſors of Alexander ; but I found great difficulties on every 
fide : Artabaſus was i» BaQtria, and to go into that Province, I had others to croſs tho- 
row, the paſſages whereof were very dangerous for a Woman z and my Siſters were at 
Babylon, where all matters were then in a ſtrange combuſtion, and where every thing 
tended to War, Diſorder, and Confuſion z ſo that believing I could not then finde a.more 
quiet abode then Suſa, Treſolved wot toflir from thence, till Thad learned more particu- 
lar news of my Siſter:,and their Husbands:This was it that ſtaid me there ,notwithſtand- 
ing the wmpatience I had to ſee them again ; and afterwards, when I heard that all my 
Friends were met together in thu party, and that with a puiſſant Army they were fighting 
neer Babylon, for the revenge } the Princeſſes, my deſire to come hither to them was re- 
tarded by a (ichneſigwhich kept me long in Bed, and which would not ſuffer me to take the 
Journey, tili very few days ago. Before I departed from Suſa, I had heard the ſucceſs 
of your former battel ; the news of this laſt, met me upon the way, and yeſter-night at 
Laris,where IT lay, ſ-me perſons belonging to the Army,told me, How thoſe great Princeſſes, 
whom all the World had thought dead, were ſtill alive, and in Babylon ; how Prince 
Oroondates ws among ſt you, with the Princeſi Berenice, his Siſter, his Combats with 
Arſaces; and, which ſurpriſed me moſt of all, how that valiant Warrier ws ”—= to 
be Prince Artaxerxes, whoſe loſi we had ſo much bewailed, and whom we had with ſo 
much appearance, believed dead for many years. 1 tell you not the effeft this news pre- 
auced in me, I was almoſt out of my wits for joy, and never was tranſported with ſo vic- 
lent a deſire, us that of ſeeing thoſe dear perſons again, who had made me ſhed fo many 
tears. Ah! my dear Barſina (faid Prince Oroondates) Hew welcome would your ſight, 
and your conſolations have been to me, in the miſeries I bave enduredfince our ſeparation z 
8E 2 an 
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and in how much a more deplorable condition, ſhould you have ſeen me, then that which 
heretofore made me the objeci of your compaſſion. I ſrould have ſuffered with you in it, 
(replied Barſina)) as I have formerly done, and as I will do, while I live, in whatſoever 
bal concern you 3 but I praiſe the gods, for ſeeing you now in a different eſtate, from that 
which hath made me ſigh ſo often, for your diſcontents : Tou have now neither Duty, no 
Husband, nor rival to fight againſi, which both in the Dneens opinion, and in wuuh, is 
not infinitely below you ; and though your Fortune be not yet compleat,T ſee ſo bappy a pro- 
grefi towards it, That your impatiency alone, will henceforth be the greateſt of yuur ſuffer- 
ings. From this diſcourſe the whole company fell into a converſation, which 
taſted the better part of the day ; and Prince Oroondates, who by a juſt acknow- 
tcdgement, took the greateſt intercſt in Barſina's coming, knowing her curioſity 
promiſed her the particular recital of all, that had bcfaln him, ſince their parting, 
and that of the life of Prince Artaxerxes. 

The arrival of Barſina, had ſo taken up the company, that it had not allowed 
them time to talk of Cleonimy his deputation ; and yet they, that werc moſt con- 
cerned in it, ceaſed not to wait for the event thereof with much impatiency ; but 
the knowledge they had of the humor and paſſion of Perd:ccas, made them fear 
the ſucceſs of it : This diſquict was obſerved in the faces of Oroondates and Ly(- 
machus , and they began already to impart it to their Friends, when they taw 
Cleoximus arrive : His return ſurpriſed them,being more tudden then they cxpett- 
ed, and Oroondates, who was moſt eager to learn the «ffe&t of his negotiation, no 
Jooner ſaw him come in , but riſing from his ſeat, he ran to meet him. Wl, 
Cleonimus (cryed he) will they reſtore us our Princeſſes * $:T, (anſwered Cleoninns ) 
they will not be ſo eaſily obtained, nor can 1 hope they will rcturn into your hands, without 
more effuſion of blood. Then we will ſhed more, (added the impatient Lyſimach'y ) 
and indeed, we have not yet poured forth enough for reparation of the offence, that have 
been committed againſt them, I ever doubted (aid the ſad Prince of Scythia) that 
ſo great a happineſs could not be | won. whe at jo cheap a rate; and that thoſe wicked 
men were too guilty, and too much hated of the gods, to put any other period to their 
crimes, but that of their lives. It is their life then (went he on) it ix their 1; fe, rather 


then our Princeſſes, that we muſt have; and Lyſimachus and Icannst appeaſe the in- 
cenſed gods, but Ly ſuch Viftimes, as Perdiccas and Alcetas. After thele words, he 
rurncd toward Cleonimus, of whom Prince Artaxerxes demanded the circumſtances 
of his Commiſſion, and he gave him an account of it in thete terms. Sir (faid 
he) when I came near the-Gates of the City, I ſent 2 Trumpet vef.re, whom I ha4 my 


with me, to give them, that were upon the Guard, ntice, how I was ſent to Perdiccas, by 
Selencus and his Companions ; and after having ſiayed a while for their Anſwer, they 
came and took me, and without further ceremcny, carried me to Perdiccas, who then 
wy in his Cloſet, with his Brother, and ſome other of his Friends. The name of Sc- 
leucus obliged him to look kindly on me, and coming forward with a c1vil ation; What 
ao my deareſt Friends deſire of me ? ({aid he) And what ſervice can I do them, that 
may in part requite the impriſuument, and the wounds they ſuffer for my Intereſts * Sir 
(anſwered I) you ſhall ſee their deſires in this Letter , and 1 have charge from the 
Princes, to give you all maner of aſſurances, for the execution of what your friends de- 
mand.  Perdiccas, without replying, took the Letter, and having opencd it, his 
« Brother and he read it both together 3 which while they were doing, they both 
© changed colour, and made me conjeure by their ation, That they were little 
& diſpoſed to give ear to the Propoſitions of their Fricnds ; they kept ſilence a 
* while,looking upon one another, and in the end,Perdiccas breaking it firſt; 4b ? 
Seleucus (cryed he) T ſhould never have expetied this uſage from you; and if it be 
true, That you are the beſt of my Friends, my life ſhould have been dearer to you, then it 
is : Tou are certain, that without loo{'ng it, I cannot abandon Statira ; and I had truſted 
you ſufficiently with my paſſion, to let you know the injuſtice of what you demand of me. 
« Alcetxs ſpake ſomething almoſt to the ſame effet,and then they both walked up 
* and down a little,without ſaying a word ; at laſt, Perdiccas began again. W' by 
ſhould onr Friends ({aid he) reduce us to the neceſſity of a refuſal, which they could oy 
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but foreſee 3 and if they deſired ſume very difficult proof of our Friendſhip, why di4 
they n;t 5k our Blood, and not our Princeſſes * Do they believe, their Friendſhip ought to 
carry it above our Paſſion? And that we can forſake Statira and Partlatis,becauſe we are 
Friends to Selcucus and Leonatus ? Ab ! without doubt,if they had loved us they would 
bave ſought for any other accommodation with cur Enemies, then this cruel exchange, 
to which we cannot conſent. © After theſe words, the rwo Brothers having talked 
« ſoftly a while together, commanded me to go out into the next room, and to 
« ſtay tor the anſwer, they meant to return to Seleucxs and his Companions. 1 
« gbeyed them, and after I walked an hour, with thoſe that had guarded me thi- 
« ther, 1 ſaw them come with the anſwer, I waited for ; and Perdiccs having 
« given me theLeatter himſelt,Gz (laid he) and tel! Seleucus,that I will reftore him hi 
liberty by other ways, then th:ſe he propoſes tome; and that it is rather by killing his 
Enemies, thez by loing them ſervice, that I muſt deliver him out of their hands, «© Fhat 
« js not the ealicſt means to procure their liberty (replied I) and if they have no 
« other way to obtain it, they are in danger to continue priſoners a great while. 
« Thad ſaid more, by the right of Nations, which permittcd me to ſpeak, if Per- 
&« Jdiccas had not commanded I ſhould be carricd back, without letting me ſtay 
«any longer in the City. I came out in the ſame order, as had been obſerved at 
&my going in; and preſently being reeurned to your Tens, and not having 
« found you there, I went to that of Seleucus, where I had left you , I delivered 
« him Perdiccas his Letter, and the account of my fruitleſs negotiation : He flew 
« out into anger at that recital , and at the reading of the Letrer ; and after 
© having inveighed againſt the ingratimude of Perdices, in terms very full of re- 
«ſentment, He gave me back the Letter, and commanded me to bring it to you. 
Cleonimus then preſented it to the Princes, and Arſaces taking it, read thefe words 
aloud to his Companions. 


PERDICCAS 


To Seleucus, Leonatus, and Nearchus. 


T 1s not to prevent the Complaints you will make 

againſt me, that I complain firſt of your want of Friend- 
ſhip ; and you will know by your own Conſciences, rather 
then by my words, That you ought to have ſought tor 
your Liberty, by ways that had been leſs fatal to me: It 
you were more ignorant of my Paſlion,. and knew not that 
It is for it alone, I have {uffered ſo many thouſand men to 
periſh ; and that in tine, it 1s upon it, that all this War is 
grounded, you would be more exculable tor the Propoſi- 
tion, you make to me 3 But after my having avowed it to 
Seleucus, and after the bloody proofs of it, yourſelves 
have received, you cannot defire the effef of your de- 
mand, but that with inhumanity you muſt defire the death 
of Perdiccas. I would it pleaſed the gods, my cruel Friends, 
That you had asked the better part of my Blood, and that 


you 


33 CASSANDRA PartV. 


ou had asked me a]l my Fortune, leaving me nothing but 
that Princeſs , for whom Iquit you all the reſt. Alcet as 
makes the ſame complaint ot you; and in ſhort, if you are 
priſoners, you can no longer be ignorant, but that we are 
lo, as well as you, andpriſoners to Enemies leſs compaſi. 
onate, then yours. If the counlel you give me, does leſs 
conſider your own Intereſts, then what I ow to Honor 
and Vertue, in my want of power to follow it, you will 
finde my juſtification toward you, and will not think it 
ſtrange, that I commit ſome fault againſt you, by that vio- 
lence,which makes me tail againſt Honor and Vertue. It is 
not, (my credulous Friends) but that with my death, Ial- 
{o meet my ſhame in the Propoſitions, you make to me 
and conſider, that I cannot now without baſeneſs do that, 
which I ſhould have done (it Ihad been able) before the 
death of Two hundred thouſand men, who have been ſlain 
for my quarrel,and who would yet have been living ; if to 
ſpare their Blood , and to preſerve their lives, I had done, 
what you would have me do, to free you out of an impri- 
ſonment, which by your own confeflion, you finde very 
eaſie and {upportable. The good uſage you receive, ought 
not to have baniſhed amore ancient Friend{hip out of your 
remembrance ; and you might have acknowledged the 
civilities of our Enemies, without ſecking their repole, 
and their advantage by the ruine, and by the deſtruCtion of 
your Friends. After having done ſo much for us, you 
ſhould not have changed your inclinations in favor of 
them , and you ſhould have demanded your Liberty of 
me, by the ſame ways, that took it from you ; alſo will I 
regain it you with the price of my Blood, and with a 
powerful relief, which we expe& ; you ſhall quickly ſee 
me in the Field, carrying death for your ranſom to your 
Enemies. This is all, that in the want of power, my paſſion 
hath reduced me to, both you and they can now hope for 
from Perdiccas. | 


I would it pleaſed the gods ! (cryed Prince Oroondates at the end of this Letter) 
T would it pleaſed the gods, Perdiccas | That the fear of thy threatnings were 1) moſt 
ſenſible afflitiion, and that theſe Enemies, to whom thou boaſts of bringing death into 


their 
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their Camp, had nothing elſe to apprehend, but the effetis of thy courage. Ah! how 
little ſhould 1 fear that valor, which I have tryed already, if thou hadſt not more potent 
forces to combat againſt me; and if thou kneweſt not, cruel Enemy, and ingrateful 
Friend , That without drawing Sword, thou haſt the better part of my life within thy 
power. To theſe words, Lyſimacbus added others full of threats, but being nei« 
ther of them had conceived any other, then very faint hopes of that propoſal, they 
were the ſooner comforted, and found eaſe in their diſcontents, by the hope they 
had to bring their Enemies quickly to more reaſonable terms. The night already 
drawing on, they went all together from Artabaſus his quarter ; but Oroondates, 
who could not leave Barſina » and who found a marvelous conſolation in her 
—_—_— made the Princeſs Berenice entreat her ſo earneſtly to lodge with her, 
that ſhe knew not how to refuſe it ; and leaving her two Siſters, with her wound- 
ed Brothers, whom ſhe had been to ſee, and whoſe hurts were then reaſonably 
well recovered ; ſhe took Prince Oroondates his hand, and went along with that 
good —_— Before they parted, they all rogether went to the Tent of Se 
leucus and his Companions, and the Princes were defirous to honor them with 
the viſit of thoſe great Princeſſes, who at their requeſts conſented to it very wil- 
lingly. Selencus, who at that time was mortally afflifted, difſembled par: of his 
ſadneſs, and of his reſentment, to render to thoſe Princeſſes, what was due unto 
their perſons, and to their civility ; but after he had thanked them for it, with 
terms full of acknowledgement and reſpe&, he turned toward the Princes, and 
being no longer able to contain his thoughts; If Thad to do (ſaid he) with men 
leſs great, and lefl generons then your ſelves, I ſhould wonder at the continuation of your 
favors, after the ill ſucceſs of the Propoſition, I made t» Perdiccas : My Companions and 
I, ſhould have a great deal more reaſon, to fear the effett of your juſt reſentments againſt 
our unkinde Friend, then to expett this civility from you, and me great Princeſſes. He 
would have gone on, when Prince Oreondates interrupting him firſt, as moſt con-= 
cerned 3 Tt is enough\(laid he) 2d yu ſhould have wronged us all, if you had believed, 
that Perdiccas his ingratitude could have made us looſe tbe eſteem we have of you : I 
we hoped for any fruit of the deſigs you had to our advantage, it was, becauſe we believe 
thar Perdiccas ought not to have refuſed any thing to ſuch « Friend, a5 Seleucus ; but 
though by a baſe conſideration of bis own Intereſts, he makes himſelf unworthy of your 
friendſhip, we will not fall from our firſt mclinatiins, by the knowledge of bis. I tell you 
net that you are free, ſince we never reckoned him, as a priſoner, to whom we ow the #7 
of Prince Artaxerxes : But I aſſure my ſelf, I ſhall be avowed by my Companions, if I 
ſay, that mangre Perdiccas hs refuſal, you with your own Liberty, may diſpoſe as you, 
pleaſe, of thoſe of Nearchus and Leonatus : We will recover our Princeſſes by other 
means, if the gods will favor the juſtice of our Swords ; and perhaps this laſt ſatis fatiion 
will be more entire to us, then that we hoped for by your inter=miſion. This magnanimity 
you prattiſe toward us (replied Seleucus ) ſhall not perchance be leſi diſadvantageous to 
Perdiccas, then the ingratitude he hath ſhewed ; and my Companions, and 1, will not 
abuſe it ſo far, as to make the libertie, you offer us, more prejudicial to you, then eur im- 
priſonment : I will take thoſe reſolutions T ought to take, when once I ſhall be in a condi- 
tion to execute them : And though the ungratefulneſi of my Friend, cannot ſo ſuddenly 
make me pafi from an extream Friendſhip, to an extremitie of hatred, and to deſigns 
againſt him, I preteſt to you, at leaſt , That I never more will fight for him againſt 
you. 

The Princes teſtified their eſteem of Seleucus, by the JOY they made appear,at 
this Declaration, and Artaxerxes taking him by the hand, and prelng it with 
much affe&tion 3 The ingratitude of Perdiccas (ſaid he) will not be diſadvantageous 
tous, if it give us ſuch a friend, as Seleucus, nor can our Enemies party be more weak- 
ned, then by the Loſi of a man, whoſe valor alone diſputed the Vittory againſt us. After 
this diſcourſe, all the company went into the Chamber of Nearchus and Leonatus, 
to whom they had ſent Perdiccas his Letter, and ro whom the Princes by very 
obliging words, expreſſed, That the carriage of their unkinde Friend, ſhould be 
no prejudice at all to them, nor ſhould be able to diffwade them from the _ 
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they had to offer them their liberty. They reurned their thanks in very different 
terms 3 Nearchus, who was grave and diſcreet, difſembled part of his reſentment ; 
but Leonatus, who was of a haſty impaticnt nature, could not keep himſelf from 
breaking out, and declaring all that lay in his heart. For my part (ſaid he) I xt 
onely will never be a Friend to Perdiccas, but will be his Enemy, us long as Ilive ; and if 
you Will recerve me among ſt you, 1 will not onely ſerve you in my own perſon, but alſo will 
make, whatſcever is left of my forces, come out of Babylon, and ſolicite all my F riends, 
to quit that ingrateful party. IWWe receive you gladly (replied Ptolomens, tor him(elf, 
and the other Princes) and this is too obliging an offer, to be accepted without expreſſi- 
ons of a great deal of joy. 

After theſe, and ſome other diſcourſes, which w_ them a while longer in 
that Chamber, they went out, and retired all together to Oroondates his Tent, 
there they ſupr, and ſpent part of the night in a moſt pleafing converſation; 
and there Barſina learned of Oroondates, all that had befaln him, and all he had 
ſuffered ſince their ſeparation , with ſome part of Artaxerxes his adventures. 
When the time of night obliged them to withdraw, Berexice took Barſina with 
her to her Chamber : And conſidering her,as a neer Kin{woman of Prince Artax- . 
erxes, and as the beſt Friend of the Prince her Brother, ſhe contratted a very 
ſtrong, and a very particular Friendſhip with her. This union was not hard to 
be made between two ſuch vertuous Ladies z and if Berexice had charms, againſt 
which, they of her own ſcx could not defend themſelves ; Barſina's were little 
different 3 tor ſcarce was therein the World a more lovely perſon. 

The next day was beſtowed in vifiting thoſe that were wounded, the greateſt 
part whereof drew near their cure : Thaleſtris had already left her Bed, and De- 
metrius and his Father were almoſt well enough to leave their Chambers. They 
thought to have ſent the Priſoners , whoſe number was about Seven or eight 
thouſand, to ſome neighboring Towns, where they ſhould have been diſtributed 
to be kept, till the end of the War ; but when they heard the little care Perdiccas 
had to freethem, and the reſolution of Leoxatys to take part with the Enemy, 
they offered to do the ſame ; and after they had given the Princes to underſtand 
the purpoſe they had to ſerve on their fide, and that they had been promiſed all 
maner of good uſage, and protettion , they put themſelves under Leoxatus, and 
encreaſed the Army with a very conliderable recruit. It for ſome days lay idle, 
ſtaying till the Boats were ready, that were in hand, and alſo for the finiſhing of 
thoſe Engines,which were making, and which were neceſſary to ſtorm the Walls ; 
they were ſo thick, that the force of Rams was utterly vain againſt them, and ſo 
high, thatwithout making great elevations on the out-ſide, they ſeemed impolſ- 
ble to be ſcaled. All the moſt induſtrious Maſters of Afiz were employed in 
framing Engines, and moſt part of the Soldiers were ſet to work about them. 
That bulineſs required time, nor could it be hoped, they would be fit for ſervice 
of many days; but the Boats were ready a great deal ſooner, and almoſt at the 
ſame time, when Thaleſtris, Demetrius, Antigonns, Polyperchon, and all the mot 
conliderable of thoſe, that had been hurt, were in a ——— to bear arms again. 
Thaleſtris was cured of her outward wounds, but her inward one was ſtill as bad 
as ever; and then the abſence of Oroxtes, whom ſhe could not hate, or rather 
whom ſhe could not ceaſe to love, drew the ſame ſighs from her breſt, which a 
few days before, had been cauſed by animoſity and reſentment : The remem- 
brance of that repentance he had ſhewed at their laſt parting, had dilipated the 
greater part of her anger ; and fince then, the perſwaſions of Oroondates, who had 
employcd himſelf very carefully in that bufineſs, and her own inclination,which 
had perſwaded her yet more powerfully, had ſo mollified her , That if Orontes 
had come back to her again, ſhe would eafily have been brought to pardon him. 
The young Demetrius, cured alſo of the wounds of his body, was in no better 
eſtate, then ſhe, for that of his miinde ; and all that he had ſuffered for Hermuone, 
was light, in compariſon of what he felt for Deidamia, That fair Princels, fince 


the Declaration he had'made to her, had been more reſerved toward _ then 
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bores, and though ſhe had vitited him afterward, while he kept his Bed, fhe had 
wer avoided the occalions of being alone with hinr; and by a her ations, and 
diſcourſes, had taken away part ot his confidence z yet did ſhe give him tigns,bur 
of a moderate reſentment, without any ſhew of anger or averiton, and withour 
bcing carried by the knowledge of his love to any uncivil or ditfobeying uſage : 
She ſaw nothing in his perſon, that was not great and lovely, and ſhe would have 
had no repugnance to receive a ſecond affetion for him, it the memory of Agis 
had Icft her the liberty todo fo ; that alſo was the thing ſhe rare to make 
him underſtand, and it was by the mildeſt ways ſhe could uſe, that ſhe ſtrove to 
divert him from an affe&tion, which ſhe could not, and believed ſhe ought not to 
approve. Demetrius, in whom all pailions imprinted themſelves with violence, 
took all her aftions to his diſadvantage 3 and though he knew her love was to be 
bought with greater and longer ſervices, then thoſe he yet had done her, he could 
not without trouble, conſider the little progreſs he had made toward the gaining 
of her heart. This remembrance cauſed diſquicts in him, which would noc 
afford him any reſt, altered his looks, and deprived Antigonus and his Friends, 
of all the conſolation, which his forgetting of Hermione had given them. After 
that he had been able to leave his Chamber, he had ſhunned all other company, 
but Deidamia's 3 and not being content to avoid the ſociety of his Friends, diu- 
ring the day time, he beſtowed pare of the night upon his ſolitary walks. Many 
times; while all the Camp was faſt aſleep, flying a repoſe that fled trom him ; and 
not being willing, vainly to ſcek thoſe ſlumbers in his Bed, which nothing bur 
wearinels drew ſometimes into his watchtul eyes, he with a flow pace followed 
the bank of the River, and let his roving thoughts abroad, in a tilence which 
gave them a fuller liberty : The patkge to go out, and return into the Camp, was 
free to him at all hours, among thoſe that were upon the Guard, and he made no 
difficulty to walk without theLine, and ſtray a great many furlongs off, The 
nights were fair and clear, and the Moon, which was then in its perfect form, 
imprinted its ſhining figure upon the ſtream of Euphrates, and diſcovered objefts 
diſlin&tly enough through all the Plain. The yong Prince, fixing his eyes ſome- 
times upon that fair conſtellation, which gave light unto his ſteps, ſometimes up 
on the calm Waters of the River, which reſted then in their uſual Bed, withous 
the diſturbance of the leaſt murmur, and ſometimes upon a Wood,whoſe gloomy 
obſcurity could not at ſuch an hour preſent it ſelf to the fight, without a kinde 
of horror, found in alk maner of obje&s,, freſh matter for his paſſionate 
thoughts. 

All Creatures (faid he) both upon the Earth, and in the Waters, do now enjoy a 


. peaceable repoſe, while Demetrius 'alone watches with the Stars, his eyes are open to 


ſources of tears, which never muſt be dried up, they are not to be cloſed by ſleep ; and be 
wages a more cruel Var with his own diſquiets, then with the Enemies of his Party, {1t 
is in brief, The woful deſtiny of the infortunate Demetrius, that all things ſhould con- 
tribute to his ruine, and that, as if the living were not ſufficient for his deſiyuftion, even 
the dead themſelves ſhould take up arms againſt him. It is enough (purſued he) that 
love ſhould bave tormented me, for what no longer hath a being, and that remorſe ſhould 
torture me, for having been the death of what 1 1:2ed ; but my hard fortune muſt ſtir 
up Hell it ſelf againſt me; and torevenge the dead, raiſes the dead againſt my happi= 
#eſs : If I had living Enemies to contbat with, I ſhould make uſe of the little valor, the 
gods have given me ; but againſt Agis, who no longer is, bnt in the memory of Deidamia, 
What Arms, and what Forces can I poſſibly employ ? Ab ! Fortunate Agis (went he 
on) Hoy bleſſed is thy condition, and how glorious ſhould I reckon mine, if in the other 
world, like thee, I were daily wept for by the fair eyes of Deidamia ? Ah ! How in- 
finitely is ſuch a death, & thine; to be preferred before ſuch a lifey as this of Demetrius ? 
and how much more advantageous is it to be dead in allthe reſt, and for all the reſt of 1 he 
World, and to live in Deidamia's remembrance, then to be living among men, and not 
to be able to live within her thoughts ? + Demetrius entertained himſelf on this maner, 
and in theſe like employments paſſed away pert of the nights, —_— 
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ſenſible witneſſes, what his reſpe&t would not tutfer him to declare with con- 
fidence to Deidamia. 

Whilcſt he led this kinde of life, he ſaw an occaſion arrive of making himelf 
remarkable; the Army was preparing for an ation, which every body judged 
could not be performed without blood ; and for that purpoſe, the Princes dif. 
poſed their Forces with all the orders, that were necefſary : It was the making of 
choſe Bridges, they intended to caſt over the Exyphrates, on both fides the Town ; 
and though peradventure, they might have avoided fighting, by making they 
further from the City ; The Princes,who ſhunned not the occations of coming tg 
blows with the Enemy, and who in this diſtance found more convenience, then 
In a greater, choſe rather to hazard a few men with them, then to let their Ene- 
mies believe, that fear had diverted them from any of their reſolutions. The Boats 
were ready upon the Banks of the River, and befides them, that were neceffary 
for the building of the two Bridges, there were a great number of others thar 
were tobe filled with Soldiers, to ſuſtain the Work-men, and to cppoſe the ſally, 
which the Enemies might make upon the River. That day the Army was com- 
manded by Artaxerxes, and he for his poſt, took the Pridge, that was to be made 
on the Weſt-{ide, leaving that on the Eaſt, to Prince Oroondates. The Forces de 
fined to ſuſtain the Work-men, were drawn out equally, and with the very ſame 
orders on both tides of the Town ; and becauſe the Princes would not do that 
day, as they had done, in ſtorming the Out-works, the glory whereof they had 
lett wholly to Ptolomens and Lyſimachus ; Oxyartes, Antigonus,Demetrius, Alexander, 
and many others, went a long with Prince Artaxerxes ; and Lyſimachus, Ptole 
mens, Eumenes, and the valiant Amazone Queen followed Prince Oromndates; 
Craterus and Artabaſus ſtayed to defend the Camp, with the Body of the Army; 
and Polyperchon advanced as near to the Mote, as he could lie, trom the Enemies 
Arrows. The Battalions ſtood firm upon the Bank of the River, while the 
firſt Boats were placed , and the Work was begun on both ſides , continuing a 
g00d part of the day without any hindrance ; but when they began to extend 
themſclves a great way upon the River, the other Bank became over-{pred with 
many of the Enemies Squadrons ; and from within the Town, they ſaw come 
forth on either ſide a hundred Boats well man'd , who through the ſtream ad- 
vanced in good order, toward thoſe that were at work. That being no more 
then the Princes had foreſeen, they werenot at all affrighted at it, bur preſently 
according to the order that had bggn taken, they went into the Boats, that ſtood 
ready by the ſhore, little different in number from thoſe of the Enemy, Oroon- 
dates took one for himſelf with thirty Soldiers, Lyſimachus, Thaleſtris, Ptolomeus, 
and Ewumenes did the ſame; and fo every Boat had its Commander, and its Sol- . 
diers, according as had been aſligned them by the Princes. The ſame order was 
obſerved on the other fide,where Prince Artaxerxes was, and both prepared with 
a great dea] of cheerfulneſs for that extraordinary kinde of combat: Alcetas 
commanded the ſally againſt Prince Artaxerxes, and Caſſunder that againſt 
Oroondates. | 

Theſe two little Fleets were ſeen to draw near to one another, by force of 
Oars; and thoſe of Alcetss and Caſſander were already within Bow-ſhoot of the 
Work-men, and by a thick ſhoure of Arrows, began to put an obſtacle in their 
delign 3 when they were compelled to turn head toward thoſe of their Enemies, 
which cutting the waves with an incredible ſwiftneſs, got the paſſage of them, 
and coming berween, ſheltred their men that were at work. That fight, though 
like to be bloody, was for all that very gallant to look upon ; and they, who 
trom the Bank beheld what was done upon the River, if they could have cop- 
ſidered it without intereſt , might have found a very pleafing divertiſement. 
The Princes that day were bur lightly armed, that they might beable to ſwim, 
in caſe they ſhould be put to that extremiry 3 and moſt of Rey had nothing on 
their Heads, but little Murrions. Thoſe of the Enemies, who then could look 
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upon the cdge of ir, his left Arm covered with his Shield, and his right armed 
with that glittering Sword, which had already ſhed ſo much of their Blood, felt 
a chilneſs, which running over all their Bodies, took away part of their former 
boldneſs : The Boats of Lyſimackus and Thaleſtr;s, through a generous emulation, 
were advanced by the fide of hisz and thoſe of Ptolomeus and Eumenes, came at 
the head of all the reſt. Betore ay were ableto joyn, many Soldiers of cither 
Party fell, by each others ſhafts within their Boats, or into the River ; but Prince 
Orconda'ies oppoling, his broad Shield againſt thoſe Arrows, that were aimed at 
him, and commanding them,that ſteered his Boat, to cloſe and grapple with thoſe 
of the Enemies, to engage them to another kinde of fight, advanced through the 
thickeſt of their Darts, with as much confidence, as it his body had been of ſome 
impenetrable matter. At laſthis deſires were accompliſhed, and his Enemies not 
avoiding the combat, he quickly ſaw himſelf in their Front, and had means to 
[ct looſe part of his valor, and part of his fury againſt them : His generous Com- 
panions Crmdad him with a reſoluteneſs, little inferior to his; and their Ene- 
mies received them, like men of courage, and like men, that were determined to 
fieht ſtoutly. Thoſe, who with Caſſander commanded the foremoſt Boats, were 
ls his Brother, Ariſto# head of the Peonians, who the day before was come into 
Town with a ſupply of Six thouſand men, a Captain, who was very confider- 
ableunder Alexander, for having ſlain _—— and done many gallant a&i- 
ons; Evander his Brother, a valiant man, and of a greater ſtrength of body, then 
any one, that fought at that time in Perdiccas his Party : And Andiagors, Prince 
of the Parthians, who for all he was a Perſian, conſidered not the memory of Da- 
rix, in the perſon of the Prince his Son, nor in the Intereſt of the Princeſſes his 
Daughters. 

Theſe Warlike-men withſtood the fury of our Princes, and ſtopt their impe- 
mouſnefs for a long time by their couragious reſiſtance : The Soldiers by the ex- 
ample of their Commanders, ſtuck undantedly to the fight, and the Water of 
Exphrates began quickly to change colour, by the Blood of each party, that was 
mingled with it. The ſervice was as hot on the other fide with Prince Artaxerxes, 
and his Companions, and he with Alcetss, had encountred Neoptolemus, Antigenes 
and Teutamus, and many other famous Warriers, who received them, and affail- 
ed them with a great deal of fierceneſs. Arſaces appeared Arſaces, in the firſt 
blows he gave, Antigonus and Oxyartes, did things worthy of their high reputa- 
ution ; and-yong Demetrius made himſelf renowned by a thouſand marvellous 
ations. Arſaces ctoſed preſently with Alcetss, but their forces were unequal ; 
and if he had not been ſpeedily ſuccored by his men , that Prince's hand had 
put an cnd to his paſſion for his Siſter. Arſaces ſeeing him ſaved from his reſent- 
ment, turned his anger upon divers others, and many lives were then cut off 
by the edge of his Sword. Demetrius was fighting with Neoptolemus, and An- 
tigonus and Oxyartes, with the ewo Commanders of the Argyraſpides ; all the 
other Boats were mingled by the example of their Leaders, and the combat 
was obſtinatcly diſputed in every place. In the interim, on Oroondates his fide, 
there paſſed aftions, that were very memorable , and that Prince having given 
dcath to all,that preſented themſelves upon the edge of their Boats, was hooked 
weharof Coſſinider, and having known him by the means of many of his' men, 
who:ſhewed him to him, and by the Enemics cryes , which often named him, 
was kindled with an extraordinary fury at the fight of that man,who had ſworn 
his death , and whom, beſides the ſuſpicion of his crime, made him to hate in 
a particular maner ; he praiſed the gods for that encounter, and yu Caſſans 
&er upon the edge of his Boat, in the poſture of a reſolute man , Caſſander 
(cryed he) behold the Scythian, whom thou worldft kill ;. and behold this innocent 
rival, who deprives thee of Roxakets affeliions; whether he will or no : Effed thy threats 
againſt my lf, and try, if thou haſt choſen a trivial enterpriſe in —_— the death 
of Oroondates. Caſſaxder, whom that Prince's ations had terrified already, 
grew pale at-theſe words; and: if he _ have found any handſom way ” 
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avoid the combat, would willingly have been excuſed ; but having ſo man 
witneſſes of his aftions , he difſcmblcd his fear, and enng forth his ſhield 
againſt the firſt blows of his Enemy , he armed himſelf with his delpair, and 
with the aſſiſtance of thoſe about him ; they were both of them very neceſſ; 
for his ſafety, and the furious Prince of Scythia laid at him ſo forcibly with his 
Sword, that he ſtaggered, retiring amongſt his men, being ready to fall; and 
he no ſooner had quitted the edge of his Boat , but Oroondates leaped into it, 
and many of his men by that open way got in after him ; his aim being chiefly 
at Caſſander, he cloſed with him in the midft of all the reſt, and ſeizing u 
him with a puiffant arm, lifced him up wich that force, which was not tobe 
parallelled. Go thy ways (ſaid he) cool thoſe flames, that make thee ſo audacious ; 
and with theſe words he plunged him into the River; neither the reſiſtance of 
all his men, nor that he made by ftruggling in his arms, being able to hinder 
him. Caſſander ſunk under the Water , but he a groom. came up again, and 
ſought his ſafety by ſwimming among thoſe of his party : Oroondates could 
have ſed ir, if he had pleaſed, but hedeſpiſed him ; and turning his arms 
enacts that made head againſt him in the Boat, gave bim the leifureto 
ſave himſelf in one of thoſe,that advanced to his relict. Lyſmachus and Prolomens, 
who were engaged with Ariſton and Jolxs, had forced their fuſt reſiſtance with 
an admirablevalor ; but when with a great deal of probability they were in 
hope of the viftory, they had been aflaulted by two other Boats, which had 
not onely retarded their defign, but had alſo put them into a manifeſt danger, 
Eumenes was fighting with Andiagoras, and by a happy beginning, made him al- 
ready fear the ifſae of the combat; and ſtrong Evaxder had affailed the valiant 
Amazon : That man, the fierceſt of all his Party , diſputed the advantage long 
againſt the furious Theleftris, and leaning upon the fide of his Boat, hindered her 
entrance with blows, given by a very puifſant hand ; but the high ſpirited 
Queen, whoſe choller was raiſed, to the extremity, by that reſiſtance, grew fo 
terribly animated, That after, havin gmade Evanders arms red, with the blood 
ſhe drew from him, by two ſeveral wounds, ſhe ſet her left foot upon the edge 
of his Boat ; and her Enemy having ſtriven in vain to ſtop her with his Sword, 
oppoſed her pw by the firength of his arm. Thaleſtris coming to cloſe with 
him, 'they fell to a very dangerons wraſtling ; Evaxders forces were not inferior 
to the Queens, but his wounds had weakned him; and when he believed he 
could no longer diſpute the Victory, he drew as near-to the edge, as poſſibly he 
could , and holding her faſt embraced, let himſelf fall with her into the River; 
though they were ſo firmly locked in falling, the Water made them ſoon let go 
their hold ; and though they ſunk together, they came up again aſunder, and 
at ſome diſtance from one another : Evander raiſed up his head, as he ſwom, 
and had no ſooner efpied his Enemy, but he advanced toward her, to finiſh the 
combat ; but in that, the advantage was not equal, and Evaxder had iras much 
in'the Water, as Thaleſtris could have had by Land : He was a very expert 
ſwinmer, and the Queen being ignorant of that skill, ſtruggled with the waves, 
in which, ſhe was like quickly to be overwhelmed, though ſhe had had no 
vther Enemy to fight with ; ſhe already had ſwallowed a great deal of Water, 
when cruel Evandey being got to her by ſtrength of arms, plunged her over- 
head 'and cars, and haſting to her again, as ſoon as he faw her come up, thruſt 
her head under Water a ſecond time, and without: doubt, had an intention to 
have drowned her : That poor Princeſs, inſtead of being able to-refift him, 
having loſt all knowledge , and deſpairing of ,any ſuccor -from thoſe of her 
Roat, who in the mean time had been affauleed by two athers 3 from which, 
notwithſtanding Hippolita's lamentable cryes, it could not poſlibly diſengage it 
ſelf. She was at the extremity of her life, and pitileſs Evarder, who ſaw the 
Water ſtain'd with his blood, was going, to. make at end of ſacrificing ber to 
his, revenge 3 when from ane of the Boats, a man threw himſelf into the Water, 
holding a Dagger in his right band 3 Stay crnel max (cryed he to Enendin) fey 5 
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And in pronouncing theſe words, he ſwom toward him fo ſwiftly ; that he 
over took him, before he was able to accompliſh his delign ; and 1carce had he 
had the leiſure to turn about, when that ſtranger being got up to him, ſeized 
upon the crc of his Cask with his left hand , and pulling him toward him, 
with an exceeding great ſtrength , ſtruck the Nagger with his right, up ro the 
very hilt in his throat. Evander with that blow loſt his Forces, and finking 
into the Water, which over-whelmed him , vomited out his blood and his lite 
together ; his Conqueror thinking no more of him, turned his eyes upon poor 
Thaleftris, who would not have been in a condition to receive his help, 'if it had 
been deferred but a few minutes longer ; ſhe was ſtriving, yet faintly, with that 
lictle ſtrength ſhe had left 5 when the ſtranger, raiſing her up with a vigorous arm, 
laid her upon his ſhoulders , and with that burthen ſwom, though with much 
ado,toward his Boatzhe had periſhed himſelf,undoubtedly if it had been much fir- 
| ther off;But the Boat rowing that way,at his cryes,they that were in it,received the 
| Princeſs from his arms ; andaſſoon as they had drawn her into the Boat, he got 
| up after her : Preſently he commanded them to make off from the fight, and to 
| gain the Bank by tugging hard at the Oar, to ſer the Queen on Land ; and the 
} 
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conſideration every one had of that Princeſs, having made him finde a great deal 
of Obedience among them, they. put away to:the ſhore, -with all the haſtthar was 
poilible, In the mean while, the Stranger having taken the Queen irito his arms 
again, and ew , her up with her haad'downward, made her void moſt part of 
the water, ſhe had drank , andgave her ſo mich caſc , That having opened her 
eyes, within a little after, he recovered her ſonces and underftanding perteftly, 
when ſhe was upon the Bank. .' .- THAT 
| The danger ſhe had ran, coming immediately into her minde, ſhe turned ro- 
| ward thoſe, that were about her, and asked chem, by whom, and in what maner 
ſhe had been ſaved ; they told her the truth, in a tew words, and let her know the 
Obligation ſhe had unto that Stranger : Aud where is be (aid the, turning her 
eyes on every fide) where: is be, that hatb defenuded my life, with ſo much valor and 
goodneſi * Madam, groan they) As ſoon as ever be ſaw you open your eyes, and be« 
| gin to come to.your ſelf, be went away ; and proying us to bave u care of you, ſince you no 
longer needed his ſaiccor, be vaniſhed: from our eyes, like lightning. Ab! (cryed the 
Queen, at that reply) Wathout doubt, be is the very ſame, that javed my Bs at the laſt 
Bartel; it is either my good angel , or ſome man ſtut fromibe pods, far my preſervation : 
| But the gods forbid, he ſhould jo often eſcape the acknowledgemen, Tow him, and that I 
| ould be longer ignorant, to whom I am fo ofter. indebted for my befe : T will fol'ow thee, 
| My miraculaus and flying Defender ; and whedber thou beeſft, god or man, I'wil do all 
| that poſſebly T can, to rexder thee, either the $ acrifices, or #he Thanks, that are due to thy 
relef.. With:theſe words, rifing from the plact. where ſhe ſar, atter having learned 
that ke could nat be very far ant having enquked which way he went, ſhe 
nt upon the firſt Horſe ſhe. mer'with, and gallop'd: away, to ſeek him by that 
| ireftion, 0 VENT: 2.73070 2057, 44 
| In this interim, the Vitory declared'it-felf on both {ides,' in favor ef our 
Princes 3 Artaxerxes on his, entved Mlcetas his Boat, had thrown moRpart'of the 
| Saldiers over-board,, andtheir Commander himſelf? hadl nor eſcaped death, or 
| impriſonment ; if, while hismen' held tharturiousConqueror tm play, he had 
| not got into Neoptolemus his Boat, which paiſed/near his with a very few Soldiers 
mit, and which, with much:adc, had it: ſelf 'by flight; from the valor of 
| Demetrius. Autigenes and 'Teutamus, at the famerirhe, fled before Oxyartes ; and 
Antigonus, and the other Boars;' by rheit example, _—_— any: fonger; for 
they that were leftin them, ſecking nothing: but thaik ſakkty';, rowed, as hard'as 
.cver they wereable, toward theCiry. Onawatures and his Companions, had rc 
duced their Enemies to the like: eondivion';' Cafſeader having felt hixfiry, urft 
not ſtand him ary more 3 'and after, having-from' the Boat, inwhich he had faved 
himſelf, continned for a while ſome kind, MD! 
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his Party to the mercy of the Conquerors. Oroondates, who ſaw him flie at too 
great a diſtance, to hope to overtake him, made him hear his voice, to redouble 
histerror : Stay (cried he) ffay Caffander, return wot to Roxana, without havin 
executed, at leaſt, ſome = of thy threats: Doſt thou leave Oroondates alive, thou 
that fhruldſt have ſlain him in the midſt of a thouſand Swords ? doſt thou now ſhamefully 
flie before bim ? Caſſander, whom this voice froze with a thouſand deadly fears, 
heard ſome of thele words plainly enough,bur he had not the confidence to reply, 
and contenting himſelf with ſaying, to thoſe that were with him, That Fortune 
was contrary to him at that preſent , and that another time ſhe perhaps would be 
more favorable; he made them row ſo hard, That he ſaw himſelf quickly in a 
place of ſafety : Lyſimachus and Ptolomeus, were then giving chaſe to Andiagors 
and Arifton, and Tolxs had followed his Brother, from the beginning of his flight. 
There was a great deal of blood ſhed in that defeat; and if the conquering 
Princes had not been merciful in their victory, it would have been far more 
bloody, then it was : Yet was it notſo light, but that in hoth places there were 
{lain above Fifteen hundred of the Enemies; whoſe bodies were ſeen floating up. 
on the River, and whoſe blood had altered the colour of the water, for many 
Furlongs. 

The Conquerors attempted not to enter the Town,after the Fugitives, know- 
ing well, That they could not poflibly. land, that the Caufies, which bordered 
the River, ——_——_ were bordered with Soldiers, were of a height, little dif- 
ferent from that of the Walls ; and that befides,;their number was too ſmall to 
go and engage themſelves, among ſo-many thoufand men , wherewith the City 
was defended. They returned out of Bow-ſhot, toward their Workmen, who 
had already done a great deal of work ;.-and according to the notice, the Princes 
gavecach other of their ſacceſs, it was found, That they had conquered both, 
almoſtat the ſame time,and with an event bur little different ; yet did the viſtory 
coſt them Five or ſix hundred of'their. men ; But of all the confiderable Com- 
manders, there was none wounded, except Axtigonws in the left arm, and Eumenes 
in the ſhoulder. _ ; *I +1, 8 

The Bridges were in a very good forwardneſs, but the reſt of the day wasnot 
enough to fin'ſh them, and they were confident', That the Enemies Forces, who 
had not ſtirred from thEother Bank, would norſuffer them to be made an end of, 
without fighting ; yet did not the Princes judge it 'neceffary, to ſtay longer upon 
the River ; ſo leaving certain Boats for a Guard, between the Town and the 
Workmen, to keep them from being aflaulted inthe night, which they were to 
ſpend wholly in continuing their «work , They went a ſhoar to reſt themſelves, 
after the labor they had undergqne that. painful day. Berenice received her Bro- 
ther, and her lover, with the tran.ports of her ordinary affe&tion :. Deidamia, 
Barſina, and her Siſters, appeared no leſs joytul, then ſhe, for that good ſucteſs 3 
and all 'the Camp welcomed the Victorious Princes, with acclamations and re- 
Joycirigs : They gave order to have the bodies ſought of the principal men, that 

adbeen ſlain in that ſervice, to give them another burial, then that of Fiſhes 
bellies; they cauſed thoſe that were wounded to be drefſed, aud by ſome facri- 
hces, remirned thanks unto the gods! for ſo favorable an'event. Then they com - 
manded out Forces to maketthe deſcent; when the Bridges ſhould be finiſhed, un- 
der the condutt of Demetrius, Alexinider, and Menelaus, young Princes, who de- 
fired that occaſion, to make themſelves famous , and ir was granted them ; not 
having thought it neceflary, 'Thatall the Princes ſhould return thither, as they 
haddonethen, unleſs: the iſſue ſhould oblige them to it : Onely Thalefiris was 
wanting in that brave aſſembly ; | Hippolita, Menalippaz: and the reſt of her wo- 
men enquired for her; with great carneſtneſs, and great a enfions ; and Oro- 
oxdates and Berenice, were no leſs'troubled then they, toknow what was become 
of her; at laſt there. were Soldiers . found , who told rhem of her adventure, 
and having related -all; that pafſed, and with what haſt ſhe was run after 
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delivered them from their tears, and cauſed many to take Horle to follow 
her. 

In the mean while, that fair Princeſs rode with great diſquiets in queſt of her 
valiant defender, and asking news of him, from all the met, by the rokns that 
had been given her, ſhe learnt, as ſhe went out of the Camp, That he had becn 
ſeen to get upon a Horſe, which a man held ready tor him withourthe Line, and 
that he went croſs the Fields toward a Wood, that appearcd about Thirty or 
torry Furlongs off on the left hand : The Queen obſerved tome track of Horſes 
on that fide, that was ſhewn hcr, and reſolved to follow ic, with ſome hope ot 
ſucceſs, in the {earch ſhe went about. Muſt my il! fortune ({aid ſhe) make me vow my 
life to a man ſo often, without being able to teſlifie ſyme abkmwledgement for my (afety £ 
But (ſaid ſhe again) perchance it is not a man,whom I am 6bliged to for it : This ſuccor, 
I have twice received in ſo great a neceſſity, bath ſomething in it that is miraculous, and 
1 ought rather to telieve, that it is a god, that it is the proteGiing angel of the Ama- 
zones, come down from Heaven to ſave my life in thoſe extremities : The ſuddenneſs, 
what he did in my favor, and the ſuddenneſs, wherewith he twice hath vaniſhed from cur 
eyes, marks out ſomething of divinity; And if it had been a man, be neither would have 
ſhunned my thanks, nor the praiſes due to hin for ſuch gallant attions. Althongh th: 
ſpake theſe words, ſhe was not without ſome ſuſpicion it might be Orontes, and 
bo was itzrather then any other motive, that made her ſo eager to inde him our, 
But (continued ſhe with a ſigh) what if it ſhould be, my cruel, my mgrateful, my 11i= 
jurious Orontes? And, what if that repenting Prince, for the expiation of his crimes, 
hhould bave ſought occaſion to ſatigfie me by ſervices, which he bath ſo uſually rendred 
me ? What kinde of fortune would mine be ? and, what reſolution ſhould I take ? Should 
I pardon him, that cruel man, who hath uſed me ſo unworthily , and ſo outragiouſly * 
IWho, after having had the poſſeſſion of my heart, forſook me,xs @ perſon not worthy of his 
affetiion ? and who by his Letters, and his Words , hath endeavored to fix an everlaſ' = 
ing infamy upin my reputation * But (went ſhe on preſently after) ſhould I not par- 
don my lovely Orithia, who gave me ſo brave, and jo dear aſſurances of her firſt afſetii- 
on ? who was faulty onely by error * who offended ne onely by an exceſs of love ? and 
who gave ſogreat and ſo important reparations for her offence * She had ſome other 
diſcourſes with her ſelf, full of irrefolution , when ſhe entred into the Wood, 
that had been ſhewed her, and there upon the green ſwarth ſhe loſt that track, the 
had followed, and wandred about a great while among the Trees : That Wood 
had ſomething more wilde and ſavage in it then others, and was more ſuicable 
then ordinary,to a melancholly, ſolitary humor : The Trees were of an exceſlive 
height, and with age were almoſt covered with Moſs and Ivy ; their tufted 
Branches caſt a ſhade, which even at high noon , defended a great part of the 
ground, from the Suns moſt piercing Beams : Among the Trees, one might 1ce 
many pheces of Rock over-grown alſo with Moſs, and for the moft part dropping 
with a clear Water, which moyfſtened the Graſs round about them, and which, 
with the help of certain little Springs, turned infenfibly into a little Rivuler : 
The place was rugged and unhi for walking, as well by reaſon of the Rocks, as 
of thick Bryers and Buſhes, that ſtopt the paſſage,and ſhewed, it was but very little 
frequented. The Princeſs roved about a while, where it was paſſable, with leaf 
inconvenicncy ; and though ſhe was almoſt out of hope, ſhe found ſome pleaſure 
nevertheleſs in viſiting a place ſo unfrequented, and ſo conformable to that pen- 
live humor, ſhe had long been in. The Wood was of a large extent, and ſhe | wa 
ſome time in ſearching through a good part of ir; at laſt, ſhe came to a little 
Brook, where her wearineſs and ſome incommodity ſhe felt, by the wetneſs of 
her Cloaths , and the Water ſhe had ſwallowed that day, conſtrained her to a- 
light, and to take a little reſt upon the Graſs : Her deep mutings kept her there {0 
takenup, that ſhe ſpent almoſt an hour, ereſhe was aware; at laſt, renpembring 
the deſign, that had brought her into that Wood, and looking on which tide ſhe 
ſhould continue her ſearch, ſhe perceived a thing, ſhe had not taken notice of be= 
tore ; ſhe,from the edge of the Brook, a good way into the Wood, on that ow 
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where [he had not been, obſerved that the Graſs was trampled down by the tread- 
ing of Men and Horſes, which ſcemed to have worn a kinde of path, and thercby 
ſhe ſuſpeCted, that place to be inhabited by ſome body , who tor theuſe of that 
Rivulet, had beaten that little way, by _— often gone it. Shebegan to ſertle 
in that belicf, when ſhe heard a noiſe, and looking round about, ſaw a Horſe 
come trotting down that path z he had a Saddle on his back, but was without 
cither Bridle or Halter, and toſſing up his head, and neighing at ſight of the 
Amazones Horſe 3 he cameunto the Brook, wherc he drunk quietly of the Water, 
that rouled along certain little Flints, and when his thirſt was quenched, he took 
the ſame path again, as a way that was uſual to him. At this ſight, the fair 
Amazone no longer doubted, but that ſhe in that place might tinde, what ſhe was 
ſecking for; but ſhe felt beatings at her heart, and inward diſturbances, that pre- 
ſagcd {ome extraordinary encounter. She was already upon her legs, and when 
ſhe ſaw the Horſe go away, Ab ! Glorious beaſt (cryed the) if it be true, That thou 
ſerveſt my valiant deliverer, ſtay for me, and be my guide to bring me to thy Maſter. 
Saying theſe words, ſhe took her own, and getting haſtily upon him, paſſed over 
the Rivulet, and rode along the path, after the Horſe ſhe faw before her : She 
had the better conveniency to do ſo, becauſe that Horſe hearing hers to follow 
him, according tothe nature of thoſe Creatures, fſtaid his coming up, and came 
{o near the Queen, as gave her means to obſerve his colour, ſtature , and the Sad- 
dle that was upon him ; it was black, as he himſelf was; his tize was large and 
tall, but he was lean, and very ill dreſſed, and by the condition he was in, 
ſhewed plainly enough , That he ſerved a Maſter taken up with other cares, then 
that he ought to have had of him. The Queen having looked on him a while,after 
two or three ſighs forced from her Breſt, by certain thoughts, wherewith ſhe was 
then aſſaulted ; Could it be p>ſible (ſaid ſhe) that thou ſhouldeſt belong to my ingrate« 
ful, and my lovely Orontes ? She durſt ſay no more at that time, being uncertain 
what to wiſh ; but putting him on before her, ſhe went after him in the way heled 
her, full of doubt, hope, fear, and confuſion. He never ſtrayed out of his little 
path, and the Queen having followed it two or three hundred paces, ſaw it end 
at the foot of a Rock, hidden in the moſt gloomy and deſart part of the Wood, 
and encompaſſed with —_ Brambles, and Craggy Stones, which made the ac- 
ceſs to it very rough and difhcult. The Princeſs having gone a little about it, 
perceived through certain Branches, a hole at the foot of the Rock ; and ſeeing 
that it was juſt there, the path was loſt, ſhe doubted not but it was the retreat of 
him ſhe ſought, or at leaf, that of the maſter of the Horſe, which had guided her, 
and which having no turther to go, fed there at liberty without wandering. 
Afſoon as the Queen judged, that ſo hideous a place, and a Cave, which ought 
onely to have been the Den of Beafts, was at that time the dwelling of a man, 
ſhe believed, that either he muſt neceſſarily be in ſome ſtrange misfortune, or 
dejefted with ſome exceſlive grief 3 but when from that thought, ſhe paſſed to a 
belick, that that ſolitary man was her Oroxtes, ſhe fell into a ſence of pity that 
mollified her, and made her receive thoſe fuft marks of his repentance, for a 
full reparation. Ab ! (ſaid ſhe) if it were true, that the remorſe of bis fault, had 
reduced Orontes to this lamentable mener of life, I ſhould be harder then this Rocky 
under which, he hath choſen his abode, if by theſe effefis of his repentance, Tſhould not 
be perfetily ſatisfied. She wavercd then a few moments in the reſolution ſhe 
ſhould take; her reſentment, againſt Oroates, made her fear to meet him in the. 
perſon of him ſhe ſought for, and the remainders of her love, made her to de- 
fireit 3 In the end, whether ic were a motion of gratitude toward the perſon, 
'to whom ſhe was indebted for her life, or a motion of love and pity toward 
Orontes,. ſhe reſolved to clear her doubts of that adventure, and to ſeek even in- 
to his Grat for him ; who, either for ſome great misfortune, or peradventure 
for the love of her, had choſen ſuch a diſmal retirement. She was afraid, that 
he, who twice already had fled ſo ſuddenly from her preſence, ſhould get away 
thethird time, unleſs ſhe could- furpriſe him : And: in this conceiprt, deliring 
, 0 
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to make as little noiſe, as could bepoſlible, ſhe went to alight agood way off, 
and having tied her Horſe to certain Boughs, ſhe walked on foor toward the 
entrance of that Cave: There ſhe beheld the Graſs ſo trodden, that ſhe no 
longer doubted, but it was inhabited ; and after having yer diſputed with her- 
ſelf a while, ſhe entred, full of fear, into that ſad abode; ſhe was fain to ſtoop 
at the going in, but after ſhe had gonenot many fteps, ſhe found that the Vault 
enlarged it ſelf, and growing wider, by little and little, made at laſt a reaſon- 
able ſpacious hollowneſs. Through the top of the Rock, - there was a Cliff, 
that gave light enough into the Cave, to diſcern all objefts, and by it the Ama- 
zune taking heart, and caſting her eyes on every ſide, ſaw that there was no 
body in it 3 but ſhe perceived things, that whe ws A. know it was inhabited : the 

firſt that preſented it {elf unto her fight, was, a ſuit of Arms hung upon a ſna 
of the Rock, and having her hands upon them, as ſoon as her eyes, ſhe wok 
them down from the place where they were, to look upon them by a greater 
light 3 they were all black, except in certain places, where they were ſpotted 
with blood, and the Plume of the Cask ſeemed to have been lately wet. en 
the Queen ſaw that, ſhe doubted no more, whether they were the Arms of her 
Defender 3 but after ſhe had eyed them, for ſome time, with very confuſed 
thoughts, ſhe put them in their place again, to viſit the other parts of that ſilent 
Grot, which might give her a more certain knowledge of what ſbe ſought. In 
one of the corners ſhe ſaw two little Beds, which could not be accuſed of de- 
licacy, and which by their form, and matter , made appear how little love 
they bore unto themſelves, who took their reſt in ſuch a lodging ; they were of 
Leaves and Turf, and the fides were partly made of Ofier, and partly of ſeveral 
Boughs interwoven in a careleſs faſhion ; upon a flat of the Rock, there lay 
certain wilde fruits, which probably ſerved for the nouriſhment of the inhabi- 
tants of that Cave, ſome of them one might ſee were lately gathered, and 
thereby the _ conjeftured, That they that brought them thither, could 
not befar off ; but when ſhe caſt her eyes once more upon thoſe fruits, and upon 
thoſe uncafic Beds,and that ſhe imagined they were the Lodging and the Food of 
poor Orontes,it was impoſlible for her to withhold her tears,which preſently forc- 
ing the reſiſtance ſhe made againſt them,bedewed her Cheeks with a plentiful ſhour, 
4k ! (faid ſhe) If for me, Orontes hath choſen this abode ;, if be lie but upon ſach a 
Bed ; if he live but on ſuch homely fare ; and in ſhort, if for me, he ſuffers all, that theſe 
figns make me conjetiure he does, I never ſhould be pardonable, for having reduced him 
to ſo deplorable an extremity. But (ſaid ſhe again) I have undergone as conſiderable 
ſufferings for him ;, Ihave run —_ Europe and Afia; I for him have a my 
ſelf to a thouſand dangers ; and for bim I have paſſed many as reſtleſi nights 4s his : But 
(added ſhe) that which my batred made me ſuffer for him, his love makes him ſuffer 
now for me ; and if I ſought him, to __ away bis life, he ſeeks me onely, that he might 
ſave mine, and flies me onely, for fear of offending me. Dear marks of the repentance 
and fidelity of re Oronres (continued ſhe, turning towards thoſe obje&s,that had 
ſoftned her) If you be witneſſes of bis conſtancy, and of his remorſe, you are ſo likewiſe 
of my prief, and of the reſolution I take before you, to reſtore bim, With the pardon of bis 
offence, the poſſeſſion of whatſoever be bad loſt in my affetiion. Scarce had ſhe ſaid 
theſe words, when ſhe was forry ſhe had engaged her ſelf ſo far, but when ſhe 
was going to recal them, ſhe was crofſed by another thought that made her alter 
her Econrle. And, who hath told me (cried ſhe again) that he I ſeek , and that he 
I think T have found, i Orontes ? What aſſurance, ang what teſtimony have Ireceived 
of it ? Is it becauſe, he came twice to my relief ? Is it becauſe, he fled from me, by reaſon 
of my having forbidden him to ſee me any move ? Is it becauſe, by this ſad and auſtere 
maner of life, he expreſſes the affliftion of bis heart ? Ab! Thaleſtris, How light are 
theſe conjetiures ? are there not other men beſides Orontes, ' and even in thine own party, 
generous enough to have ſuccored thee ? Modeſt enough to flie the glory of thoſe noble 
Attions ? And perhaps affliied enough to have choſen this retreat ? If by thy firſt con« 
Jeliures, thou wer't a Paid to meet him, fear "= 00 thou wert afraid to no aa 5 ew 
eneves 
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believe, that thy ill fortune, will be but too careful to keep that from thee, which thoy 
thoughift bad been too near. She ſpake on this maner, and began to be diſquiered 
by this laſt conceit : when ſhe heard two men talking near the entrance of the 
Cave , ſhe ſtarted at that noiſe 3 but though, ſhe doubted nor, but they were the 
inhabiters of that ſorrowful place, ſhe was not willing to ſhew herſelf, till ſhe 
had obſerved them a little, if poſſibly ſhe could ; and with that intent, caſting 
her eye toward the holloweſt part of the Rock, ſhe ſaw a cleft wide enough to 
receive her, in which, by reaſon of the darkneſs of the lace, ſhe might ſtay 
ſome time without being diſcovered 3 She no ſooner had found it, but ſhe ſtepe 
in, and had hardly taken her ſtation, when ſhe ſaw enter rwo men, and two 
men, whom by the little _—> that obſcure Grot afforded, ſhe inſtantly knew 
to be really Orontes, and his faithful Laſcaris, She ſhivered at that hight, th 
ſhe was almoſt prepared for it, and was not able to judge of a long time, whether 
ſhe ſhould be fd or ſorry for her fortune; if ſhe had followed the motions of 
her love, ſhe had run with open arms to her dear Orontes, to affure him of par- 
don, before ſhe gave him time to ask it; and if ſhe had hearkned to her relent- 
ments, ſhe had gone to him with reproaches ; but ſhe then was miſtreſs of them 
both ; and whether, it were, that her filence and unmoveableneſs, was cauſed by 
her aſtoniſhment, or by the defign of on on Bowe knowledge further, that ſhe 
might regulate her a&ions by the things ſhe 1d ſee, ſhe kept her ſelf exaftly 
without noiſe or motion. 
In the interim, Oroxtes was no ſooner in his Cave, but he threw himſelf 
on his Bed, and Laſtari being ſer down upon the fide of his, aftef he had awhi 
beheld the ation of his Maſter, who tumbled himſelf in his leaves, with 
which ſufficiently reftified his cruel diſquiets : Sr (faid he) after having received 
thoſe favors of the gods, which they have done you, you cannot without incenſing then 
againſt you, Far in a life ſo different from that of men ;, and the complacency 1 
have ſhewed to your commands, ought to ceaſe now, by the reaſons I have to altage 
againſt them : So long as your offences were without reparation, and that you had ws 4 
to believe the - was not ſatisfied, T adhered in all things to your will, though it 
brought you to ſuch ſtrange extremities ; and knowing the nature of your love, I never 
wondered at the things you do, after thoſe T have ſeen you do in former times ; but nos, 
that by moſt particular, and as it were miraculous favors, the Heavens have permitted 
you twice to give that Princeſs ber life, whom you hail offended, onely by your error, and 
that by ſo great and ſo important a reparation, you have undoubtedly appeaſed her; Wh , 
do we 0 fe ake this life, which is unworthy of you, to go and receive a pardon, which 
you have ſo well deſerved, and which will eaſily be granted you ? Do you think the Queer 
is lefl ſenſible of ſuch Obligations, then ſhe was of injuries ? - Aud that being prepoſſeſſed, 
« ſhe is with ſo powerful an inclination to you, ſhe can behold you, as bim that offended 
ber, by an exceſi of jealouſie and love, without beholding you, as that Orithia, that ws 
ſo dear to her,as that Orontes,that bath done her ſo many ſervices,and a that Orontes, 
to whom, ſince bis laſt misfortune, ſke is dowbly indebted for ber life * Laſcaris ſpake 
on this maner, and perchance would have continued his diſcourſe, it his Maſter, 
after many fighs, had not interrupted him. Ab! Laſcaris (ſaid he) How blinde 
does thy affeiiion make thee in my affairs and bow little doeſt thou know the condition 
of my preſent fortune ; thou art uo leſſ deceived, then I have been, if thou believeſt 
that my crimes can be expiated by light reparations, and that I may hope for pardox 
from my Queen, becauſe IL have done ſomething for ber ſafety ; My offences are above al 
ſatifattions, and that, which Thaleſtris ows to her honor unworthily defamed, onge! 
never to ſuffer ber to remember Orontes, but to hate and to deteſt him; ſome ſmall 
fault might perhaps have been repaired by the things I bave done to ſerve her ;, but after 
the extremities I have flown into againſt her, though Thaleſtris would pardon me. I 
could ne ver pardon my ſelf: My crimes were worthy of a thouſand deaths, and I ſpout2 
certainly have ſought by » Fo eaſe the torments f my conſcience, if T had not thought 
that i the «ccaſions of war, in which my Princefl hazards ber ſelf every day, 1 might 
finde ſome means to do her ſervice : Thave been ſo happy as to effett what I defired, ” 
the 
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the favor the gods, have granted me, and by the care Thad to tie my ſelf to her con- 
ſervation, the onely thing, for. which T lived : Now, that by theſe fortunate encounters, 
I am a l:ttle more at quiet, I ſhall die with les afflifiton, then if my crimes had been the 
lateſt attions of my life ; It hath pleaſed Heaven, that theſe laſt days of it, bave not 
been nſeleſi to my Princeſi z and ſince ſhe hath drawn all the ſervice ſhe could bope for, 
from it, I ſhall give it up now without other trouble , then that of having rendered it 
unworthy of the fortune, to which ſhe once had deſtined it. What Sir, (replied the 
ſorrowtul Laſcaris ) after what you have done for Thaleſtris, will you not have the 
confidence to caſt your ſelf at her feet, to ack her a pardon, which you have ſo well de- 
ſerved, and to let ber know, That ſince you were criminal toward her, you have ſaved 
ber life, Loth by Land and by Water ? He made a ſtop at theſe words, as to expett 
an an{wer, but ſeeing that his Maſter, in ſtead of replying, contented himſelt, to 
teſtifie by ſhaking his head, that he was not in a condition to make uſe of his ad- 
vicez At leaſt, Sir, (went he on) if you want courage in this occaſion, you that never 
wanted it in any other, of the greateſt danger ; if you have not boldneſs enough to pre= 
ſent your ſelf, before exaſperated Thaldtris, and to labor in your own behalf, for a re- 
conciliation with her, give nie Commiſſion t» doit, I may perhaps perform the bu{ neſ 
with more dexterity, then you believe; I will addreſi my ſclf to Hippolita, who ww ever 
very . fſeciionate to you; 1 will addreſs my ſelf to Prince Oroondates, who hath promiſed 

you his aſſiſt ance, and who is obliged by nearneſſ of alliance, and many other conſidera= 
tims, to give it you; and in fine, I will manage y.ur Intereſt in ſuch ſort, that your for- 
tune ſhall perchance be better then ever it was, and that you ſhall joyfully diſÞoſe your ſelf 
to quit this diſmal habitation, where we ſeem to have laid aſide humanity, and live like 
ſarag: Beaſts : This ſtrange life, and this ſtrange diet you feed upon, hath changed you 
ſo already, that you are hardly to be known : Tou have loſt all the freſhneſſ of your colour, 
your bealthful looks, and the better part of your ſtrength; and if in this laſt combat, you 
had enough to execute the things you did there, it was from your love you drew it, rather 
then from that lean and weakned Body, which falls «away, and decays every moment, and 
which tends moſt viſibly to the grave. Laſcaris brought forth theſe words with tears, 
wherewith Orontes was touched ; but it was not on the faſhion he defired, as he 
quickly made appear by his diſcourſe. Thou canſt not, O Laſcaris, (ſaid he) tell 
me any news, more pleaſing, then that Ihave now received from thee, nor grove me notice, 
that I am near my grave, without giving me a great deal of contentment ; How great 
ſoever my crime hath been, it makes my deſtiny glorious, fince in dying for its expiation, 
I have the glory to die alſo for Thaleſtris ; that is the aim, I ever propoſed unto my ſelf, 
through the whole courſe of my life, and in my utm:ſt miſery, I ſhall attain to that ad- 
vantage, which I afpired to in my greateſt fortune : My ſoul is but too faſt united to this 
wretched body, which it would fain abandon, and no longer ſuffers but with ſhame, the 
company of this accomplice of its crimes z, it is true, That in this deſart, we lead alife 
exceeding different from other men , but alſo I ought no longer to be counted among ſt 

men, Ih) have made my ſelf unworthy of that name, and who no longer can without 

borror endure the light of the Sun, which they rejoyce in : All that I finde moſt ſtrange, 

aud moſt troubleſome to me, in my condition, is, That Ihave thee for a Companion in my 

aflictions, and that I make thee bear thy part of my puniſhment ; thee, who hadſt 26 

fart at all in my offence, and who haſt been faulty in nothing, but in having too obſti= 
xately tied thy ſelf to the fortune of a miſerable man, and of a man that is hated of the 

gods; but Laſcaris, thou knoweſt that nothing but thine own wilfulneſi, hath reduced 
thee to this miſery, and that T have ſolcited thee a thouſand times, to quit this hideous 
dweiing, and to retire thy ſelf, where thou mightſt ſpend thy days more pleaſingly. That 
which comforts me for thee, in the ſad condition of our life, is, That thy ſufferings will 

not now laſt much longer, Ihave but few more days to linger out 3 and after thou haſt 

cloſe4 mine eyes, and covered my body with a little Earth, thou mayeſt go home with a 

perfect ſatisfattion, and with a perfett glory, fir having ſerved thy maſter to the end, 

with ax inviolable fidelity ; yet does there remain one ſervice for thee to do me, after my 

death ; and then it is that I conſent, nay,» and deſire, thou ſhouldſt preſent thy ſelf unto 

Thaleſtris, a»d thas thou ſhouldſt endegvor to obtain that pardon from her, which then I 
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may handſomely demand ;, ſhe then will hearken to thee by the interceſſion of Hippolita, 
and by that of Prince Oroondates, and perhaps will not be ſo obaurate, but that the 
recital of my death, may make her caſt away ſome part of her juſt reſentments. Orontes 
brought forth theſe words in ſo doleful a maner, that a heart ot Adamant would 
have been touched with compaſſion ; and that of Thaleſtris was ſo mollified, that 
after having permitted her tears to overflow with violence, her conſtancy was ut- 
tcrly at an end, and coming haſtily out of her dark ſtation , Tou ſhall not die (cry. 
ed ſhe) you ſhall not die, my dear Orithia 3 Thaleſtris pardons you, without dying, and 
Thaleſtris will ot bave your death, for the reparation of your faults. Orontes Quite 
befides himſelf, at theſe words, at the tone of the voice, and at the fight of his 
Princeſs, ſtarted ſuddenly from his Bed, and at ſo unexpected an adventure, fel! 
into ſo ſtrange an aſtoniſhment, That his ſoul loſt the | among part of its fun i- 
ons, and of a long time he was not in a condition to know, what he ſhould be- 
lieve, or what reſolution he ſhould take; yet did he look unmovedly upon 
Thaleflris , and finding in her face thoſe lineaments, which were deeply graven 
within his heart, his " An and his amazement, made him abſoJutely uncapa- 
ble of doing any thing : At laſt, he threw himſelt down before her, while ſhe 
ſtrove to ſtop a torrent of tears, that had deprived her of the uſe of ſpeech, and 
lying proſtrate at her very feet, without daring to lift his eyes up to her face; 
If you k ſome god (f{aid he) whom my ſorrowful _ hath drawn from Heaven, into 
this diſmal habitation, your pity is unworthily beflowed upon the moſt criminal of all 
men living; and if you are the divine Thalcſtris, to whom I offered my adorations, 
while I was left guilty, I now am altogether unworthy to behold you. The Queen,who had 
recovered her {elf a little by the violence ſhe had uſed, and who no longer waver- 
cd in the reſolution ſhe was to take, put forth her hands to have helped him up, 
and looking upon him with a countenance quite appeaſed ; 1am Thalctris (faid 
ſhe) but Thaleſtris, who was lefſf ſenſ:ble of the wrongs you did me, then I am of your laſt 
ſervices, and of the marks of your repentance : If I ſought you heretofore, to give ya 
death, which in my opinion you had merited, T ſeek you now to give you a life, which you 
have gained unto your ſelf, by having preſcrved it : T live by your aſſiſtance, and you ſhall 
live by my deſire, ſince your death would now be mine, and that you have but to» much 
ſatisfied me without dying. Theſe words etrated ſo far into Orontes, and pro= 
duced ſuch ſudden, and ſuch powerful effe&s in him, That in a happineſs ſo bttle 


expetted, his joy was like to have done that in a moment, which his grief had ' 


not been able to do in many days. He with all his force, reliſted the vehemence of 
thoſe morions, that tranſported him beyond himſeH, and embracing the knees of 
that fair Queen, with raptures which ſhe eafily underſtood ; Ah ! (faid he) you 
are my divine Thaleſtris, I know you now by theſe miraculous marks , and no body, but 
Thaleſtris, could have made me paſ, in an inſtant from the grave, to this ſupream feli- 
city : Ungrateful Orontes does now ſufficiently underſtand the exceſi of his ingratitude, 
and that of your celeſtial goodneſi; but ſince, that without horror, you can endure this 
Monſter, ſuch as he is, and that compaſſion is ſtronger in your | heart then juſtice, What 
puniſhment will you ordain this guilty man, to ſettle him again in that eſtate, from which, 
his crimes have thrown him ? Where will you finde torments, that can expiate a part of 
them ? In ſhort, as full of goodneſi as you are, Where will you finde enough to blot out their 
remembrance ? Orontes brought forth theſe words, keeping fill upon his knees, 
whatſoever power the Queen could uſe to make him to riſe; but in fine, being 
reſolved to draw him out of that woful condition, and to take all matters of 
afflition away from him; I command you (ſaid ſhe) to forget your faults, fince I 
have loſt the memory of them, and that you have made amends for them, but too fully, by 
your laſt ations : Tcommand you to leave this abode, unworthy of you, to ſeek @ more de» 
lightful company among the Princes, who eſte em you : And finally, I command you to take 
that place again, which you heretofore poſſeſſed in my affeftion, and with it, all thoſe hopes 
which you bad loſt. As ſhe ended theſe words, ſhe conſtrained him to riſe, and for- 
tunate Orontes taking then the liberty to kiſs one of her fair hands : How wnjuſt 
are you ({aid he) to ſhew ſuch favor to ſo guilty a perſon ! And how my ſufferings _ 
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to be envied, ſince they end in ſo glorious a concluſion ! Such was the reconciliation 
of theſe two lovers, whom too violent reſentments had ſeparated for ſo many 
years; and thisreunion was ſo ſweet to them, that it ſeemed, as if Heaven had 
conſented to that breach , for no'other 'end, but that after ſuch ſenfible afli&i- 
ons, their happineſs might be the more perfe&, and entire. Orontes, who ſaw his 
fortune ſo ditterent, from what it had been a few moments before, had much ado 
to comprehend that woo 17 : Thaleſtris,who ſaw her ſelf delivered;from 
thoſe torturing diſquiets,, which had ſo long made war againſt her, and who 
found in her dear Orontes, as great a fidelity as ſhe could with, was in an extaſie 
of joy, little inferior to his 3 and even Laſcaris, who with his Maſters condition, 
faw his own ſo advantageouſly changed, could not contain the exceſs of his 
gladneſs; and having caſt himſelf at the Queens feet, affoon as his Maſter allow- 
« him todo ſo, received from her, the acknowledgements that were due toYo 
faithful a ſervant. ? | 
The Queen would not ſuffer Orantes to tarry longer in that melancholly 
Cave, but commanding Laſcaris to go and make read Horſes, ſhe needs would 
have Orontes put on his Arms immediately in her preſence. Never had Laſcaris 
received any command more joyfully then that, nor ever did Captive, that had 
languiſhed ten years in Irons, receive the news of his liberty,with a more perfe& 
contentment. Orontes was armed, and the Horſes ready in a little time, and the 
fair Queen leading that ſolitary lover, -- the hand, out of his gloomy Cave, 
appeared in that ation, not much different from Hercules, when he drew his 
deareſt Theſeus out of the blatk and horrid eons of Hell. Although Orontes 
left his Grot, without unwillingneſs, yet could he not go 19; cory ny looking 
back upon it with ſome affetion : | it were in my gh =o he) favorable Cave, 
I would conſecrate thee to the godeſi of Love, as the place where the moſt paſſionate of 
al Lovers, hath received the greateſt and the moſt gloriows of all fortunes : May it pleaſe 
the gods, thou never ſerve for a Den of Lyons and Tygers 3 and mayeſt thou never be 
polluted nor prophaned,, after baving been the t of thoſe Adorations, which I have 
paid to my divine Thaleftris. The Queen accuſed s of m__y for theſe laſt 
words, but ſhe pardoned all, in regard cf his z andat the ſame time, get- 
ing on Horſeback, they croſſed through the Wood, by a way well known to 
Orontes, and rode toward the Catnp, when the Sun was upon the point of ſet- 
| ing; but before they were oue of the Wood, Thaleſtrir, who knew not in whac 
maner, and in what Country Orextes had paſſed his life, fince his d re out 
of Cappadocia, being defirous to learn ſomething of it; It is net uf (faid ſhe) 
that I ſhould be ignorant, on what faſhion you have lived, fince you forfodk us 3 let me en- 
treat you therefore, to give me ſome account of it, during the way we have tb go. Madam 
(anſwered Orontes ) ſince you are pleaſed to deſire it, and that you have already par. 
doned my faults, I will refreſh the memory. of them, by a brief recital of my life, which I 
ſhall give you in a few words, as well becauſe there hath befalu me nothing of great im- 
fortznce, as becanfe in ſo ſhort a way, we have but little time tofpend in it 3 but being I 
ſhall have happineſt to be near you, 1 will recount the perticularities of it more at largeg 
whenſoever you ſhall be pleaſed to command me, 
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I Was in Cappadocia, where I had the honor to command your Army, under 
* I thename and habir of Orithia, and where by ſome fortunate ſucceſſes, Thad 
* M already ſecured the tranquility of your Frontier, when Arethuſa, one of the 
*principal among thoſe women, that had command in the Army, and one of 
thoſe whom you moſt eſteemed, being one day come into my Chamber, with 
*more haſt then ordinary : Madem (laid ſhe) I mean to be the Bf that ſhall tell you 
a pleaſing news, nulefi perhaps ſome other body 4 prevented me. * I opened my 
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© cars at theſe firſt words , and natural curiofity having moved me to preſs her, 
« that I'might hear the buſineſs 3 We have hitherto been ignorant (purſued ſhe) for 
what deſign our Queen was gone from Themilſcira, x ſo gallant an equipage 3 but T 
ceme now from learning, the truth of it, and you ſhall know, that being ebliged by our 
Lays to give us a Queenythat may ſucceed after her death, and not being willing to briy 
into the world a Daughter, that ſhould be unworthy of her, ſh: diſdained all her Neigh« 
bors, to caſt her thoughts upon the greateſt man #1 the World ;, And hearing, that Alex. 
ander, the Conqueror of all the Earth, was come near unto Hyrcania, ſhe z5 gone to meet 
him. there to demand an Inheritrix, who according to the greatneſt of both F ather and 
Mother, cannot chuſe but be a marvellous perſon. © Although I ought not to have 
e given. credit ſo lightly to that report, yet was I ſo touched with it, thatmy 
c face became exceeding pale 3 and Arethuſa pereciying it, asked me preſently 
© the reaſon; I finde my felf a little ill (faid 1, endeayoring to diſſemble m 
* thoughts, as well as 7"nnny I could) but that necd not hinder you, from tell. 
© ing me, trom whom you ad this news , and what certainty you have of it, 
Two friends of mine (replied Arethuſa,) that are come unto the Camp, not above two 
bours ago, aſſured me of it z and it is @ vhing ſo fuly caufirmed in Themiſcira, that 
no body any longer, doubts of ſuch airuth, *It is enough (anfwercd 1) I bearas 
© great a ſhare in your contentment, 2s it 1s one for me 3 but, I pray you, 
© give me leave totake a little reſt, Arethuſa a oniſhed, that I received a news {0 
© coldly, which didſfo rejoyce all her Companions, went out of my Chamber, 
© and onely Laſcar#s continued with me. You may judge, Madam, it you pleaſe, 
© into. what «ſtateI was reduced by that cruel opinion, and fince that, Memory is 
«£ an Enemy to mez you will be pleaſed to diſpence with me, for repeating the 
< diſcourſes my Jealouſie made me utter; neirher ſhou]d I be able todo it, with- 
© out awaking your pul indignation, nor without giving you new cauſes to cons 
£ demn my ingratitude. £ 7 Pop 
<] paſſed the reſt of that day ina mortal diſquiet, the night, that ſucceededit, 
£ was not ſpent in the repoſe of a minde,that no longer was capable of any ; yer 
c one your humor, accarding to the knowte geT had of ir, and the pro- 
< miſes you had given me, a reed bur little with thac horrible change, and that 
e was it, that kept me in the beginning, from lending Faith to that report; but 
« within a while after I conſidered, that you were a Woman, that you were yong, 
< and that you might poſſibly be perſwaded by the Counicl of thoſe about you, 
« and flattered by the reputation of Alexander : Theſe refl-xions made me, in 
© the end, incline tothat belicf, which 1 reliſted, as much as poſlibly I could ; but 
©not being willt ſettle it upon the bare report of Ar-thyſa, I commanded 
© Laſcaris to-nquire. more particularly among the other Amazoxes , hedid itbut 
ſe, every one he ſpoke with, confirmed that cruel news ; 
© And tg compleat my ryine, there arrived certain women from Themiſcira, with- 
© in a few days after, who redoubled that belief by their teſtimony, and who 
| ©£ told ts, That at their departure they had leftall their Country, in the expe&ta- 
< tion of their Queen, who was to come back within a few days, and had ſent 
<yvord by ſome of her women, who were come before, That the returned very 
< welldatisfied with the happy ſucceſs of her voyage, and that ſhe had obtained 
© of Alexander whatſoever ſhe had defired. «© The Queen bluſhing art this diſ- 
« courſe, interrupted Orontes : The women, who read that rumor abroad (aid ſhe) 
amd who were neither thoſe of quality, nor any that had acceſi near my perſon, had ſome 
ccaſion to take the Meſſage 1 ſent, in the ſence that they received it. Before T departed 
|. Themiſcira, they aſſembled themſelves, and knowing that I was going to Alex- 
© ander, they begged of me altogether, To give them a Queen of the Race ”, that great 
King, and nt to return from that voyage, without bringing back @ fruit, which I could 
aot ſo nobly hope for, from any other part of the Earth : Being Iſaw my ſelf reduced by 
| our ignominious cuſtom, to endure that requeſt without expreſſing any anger, 1 heard it 
| without ſhowing my diſlike of what they demanded , and that was it that made them be= 
| lieve, before my arrival, that I bad followed their Counſel; but after my returns oy 
| we 
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were quickly undeceived. <1 would to Heaven (continued the Prince of the Maſſa- 
« getes ) that I had been ſo too, and that by my too great facility in perſwading 
c my felt of my diſaſter, I had not faln into that cruel error, which hath fince, 
cin a ſhort ſpace of my life, made me — a thouſand tedious deaths. In 
<bricf, Madam, I bclieved (and 1 make you this confefſion, how ſhametul ſor ever 
cit be) I believed to "7 misfortune, what I never ought to have believed ; and 
< by that inhumane credulity, I drank the poyſon,thar infefted the ſoundeſt parts 
© of my heart: Afoon asI had received that impreſſion, all things contributed 
<to ſettle it in me; andin theend, I was ſofully perſwaded of it, That I thought, 
< without being blinde, I could no longer dqube of a thing, which no body called 
<in queſtion, . but my felt. The fuſt effe& this error produced in me, was a de- 
« fire to make an end of my lite, with my own hand ; and I'know not what good 
© genius, took part with _— to divert me from that defign, or at leaſt to 
©defer it for a tew days ; after which, I fell into a quite different intention. 1 
will not te]l you, Madam (to ſpare my ſelf theſhameT ſhould ſuffer in relating, 
©them) the diſcourſes I uſed, or rather the reproaches I poured forth againſt you ; 
CasIbelieved I had received an offence, which took away all the reſpe& I bore 
*unto your perſon, and even unto your ſex, I found nothing in the moſt bitter 
<inveCtives, which ſeemed not too milde:to my reſentments : I flew our ſo far, as 
*even to Wiſh your death, and to make deſigns my telf againſt your lite. Thoſe 
<rreſolutions, full of mortal agonics, hedee for ſome days, during which, 
CT ſuffered no body to ſee me; but when I had long deliberated, I believed 1 
could not without meanneſs of ſpirit, perſiſt in the thought of dying tor you : 
©The gods can witneſs, that it was not loye of lite, that gave me thoſe reflexions, 
© and that though it had been dear to me befoxe,it was then grown odious enough, 
© to ſacrifice it a thouſand times unto my griet , it my blinde ſpite had not re- 
©preſented , That ſhe, who had ſo ſhamefully abandoned me, to abandon her felt 
©r0a man ſhe knew not, was unworthy . 4 all the marks of love, that I could 
© give her. Tam compelled, Madam, againſt my refolution, to let eſcape ſome 
criminal words, elſe it would be hard for me, to let you know the ſence I had 
© of that imagined injury : My laſtderermination, was that, of abſenting my ſelf 
< for ever from you, and from your Territories, and of baniſhing you for ever 
© ont of my memory : I executed one part of this reſolution ſuddenly enough, 
< and have labored in vain to do thr other 5 during ſome years, which have ſeem- 
©d tome of an extraordinary length. I left your Army then, without taking 
<leaveof your Women, after having diſpatched that fatal Meſſenger, that gave 
<you the firſt knowledge of my crime, and began my wandrings with Laſcaris 
alone, not ſo much as thinking, whether I would go; all Countries were in- 
© different to me, provided, I might be but far enough from you, and from all 

© places, where I nught hear ſpeak of you; and me-thought, that in flying from 

<yon, I fled from my ill fortune z yet did I turn my ſteps toward Hyrcania, that 

fatal Country, where I thought had loſt you, and from which, Alexander was 

© then departed : I arrived there, but too ſoon for my quiet, at leaſt, if I had any 

<left, and intending to inform my ſelf of my misfortune, by people of thoſe 

C Potts and enquire of them, concerning the voyage, which the Amezor Queen 

© had made into that Province, my evil deſtiny had ſo ordained, ThatI addreſs- 
*d my ſelf tonone, but ſuch as were ill inftru&ed ; and vulgar people, who be- 

<ing ignorant of whar paſſes near the perſons. of Kings, make judgements _ 

©orofs appearances, according to the reach of their underſtanding ; I theretore 

©received from them, the moſt cruel confirmations I could expeft, and with them 

© a heavy addition to my deſpair. From Hyrcenia, I went into Parthie, and like 

*an Oreftes, driven about by furies, not being able to finde any reſt inall the 

* places I viſited, flying mine own Country, and all others, where I might meet 

*rerſons of my acquaintance, I refolved to go into the Indies, and to ſeek to the 
*utmoſt parts of the World, for remedy againſt the rage that tormented me, 
*and for ſome ſanuary againſt that evil ſpirit, that perſecuted me in every | 1-28 : 
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* Aſſoon as I had reſolved it, I put it in execution aftcr a long and painful] VoY= 
, age, I entred into the Kingdom of good King Taxiles, with whom 'lexaxder 
© contraſted a near friendſhip afterward; and I confeſs, that if my ſoul had been 
* capable of any tranquility, 1 might have found it in the Court of that Prince, 
© whoſe vertues are admirable, and whoſe Politick-government, might ſerve for 
©arule, to that of all other Monarchs; but my tormentor never forſook m 

© and whitherſoever I turned, my furious pa on racked 'me with a pitileſs War. 
© 1did all that poflibly I could, to baniſh you out of my minde, fold a thouſand 
© times a day repreſented to my ſelf, the injury, I believed, I had received from 
© you, withall the blackeſt colours, wherein it could be painted, to finde by 
< that remembrance, the means either to forget you, or to hate you : But in what 
« faſhion ſoever you then appeared to me, you were ſtill Thaleſtris ; and my moſt 
*yviolent reſentings, could not race out that deep-graven charatter of love, you 
© had made within my heart 3 How defiled ſoever you a ed to me, with 4. 
© /exanders embraces, you till came into my minde with an Empire, which [ 
could not overthrow : And though among the thoughts of Love, thoſe of Ha- 
© tred crept in ſometimes, Indifferency could never finde a room therez and whe- 
© ther ſleeping or waking, you ftill were preſent with me : Ic was to little pur- 
© poſe I changed Climarts, for never changed my condition ; and as a wounded 
n Hind carries the deadly Arrow along with her, I in the midſt of my heart, car- 
© ried that poyſoned » Which made me finde what I fled away from, in all 
©thoſe places whereI ſought for _—_ Alas! How often, not being able to re 
* liſt that implacable Enemy, did I offer it a more abſolute victory, by demanding 
*death? And how often, when I thought to have given it to my ſelf, was my 
© hand withheld by the Prayers and Tears of Laſcaris , whoſe fidelity having 
© made him conſiderable tome, had gained him a great Authoricy over my in» 
© clination ? When I left the Kingdom of Taxes, 1 paſſed through a great many 
© barbarous Provinces, and at laſt came into that of the Phaſiaces, which obeyed 
© the great King Purws 3 he, who afarwards diſputed the glory againſt Alexander, 
© with ſo much valor, and who in his defeat, acquired ſo brave a reputation : 
© Certainly, all that hath been ſaid to the _— of that Prince, is publiſhed 
© of rong i with a great deal z and, it he had but as much politeneſs 
<in his maner of living, as he hath greatneſs of courage, he might well be reck- 
©oned one of the worthieſt perſons of our age. I ſerved him two or three 
© moneths, in a war hethen had againſt his Neighbors » and having made my ſelf 
© remarkable fortunately enough in ſome encounters, 1 received favors from him, 
© that were infinitely above my ſervices; and it Icould have been ſtaid there, by 
© his urgent entreaties, he would have ſhewed me the Nobleſt uſage, I could have 
© hoped for from a magnanimous King. There are few Languages, in which I 
© have not an imperfe& knowledge, and that gave me thegreater facility, in ſo 
©long avoyage. From the ſervice of Porws, which I quitted, affoon as he forſook 
©thewarz and a little before the arrival of Alexander, I went on toward the 
© Battriaces, and the Seres, and proſecuted my courſe, as far as the Cafpian Ports. 
<I croffed through deſarts full of Serpents, and dreadful Monſters, amongR 
© which, I ſhonld have met with death a thouſand times, if I had not defired it; 
© but amongf all the felleſt Monſters, I found nothing ſo cruel to me as the me 
© mory of Thaleftris. 1 overrun all the 1zdies, that lic on this fide the Ganges ; 
© that River bounded my wandrings that way, and not finding the paſſage eafie, 
© becauſe of its excellive LT which is of two and thirty Furlongs , and be- 
<cauſe of the little communication, the I#dians on this fide have with thoſe on 
©that, I was fain totake my way along the Banks of ir, to return into theſe 
© Provinces : I ſaw the Country of the Sacans, where I heard of the fortune of 
© Roxana, and of the progreſs Alexander made already in thoſe Countries, out 
© of which I was come; the advantage I thought he had obtained to m deſtruftie 
©on, having made me hate him, I was ſorry I had left the Indies, and the ſervice 


© of Porws, againſt whom he they was making war. Coming from the wr 
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claw the Naura, the Xzxippa, and the Country of Maracenda : You will be con- 
ctent, Madam, that I ſpeak of my voyages but curſorily for the preſent, referrin 
«to entertain you more at large, when your curioſity ſhall move you to Sr 
cthe particularities of them ; I will therefore tell you nothing elſe, but that after 
«my return from the Indies, I wandred above a year in Afia, without any other 
cdefign, then that of lingring out my miſerable life; cillI ſhould be ſo happy, as 
c to meet the end of it. Never hadI any defire of returning into my  apmas' 
«though Laſcaris (ſolicited me nar but as I avoided nothing ſo much, 
cas perſons of my acquaintance, and thoſe that might oblige me to change, that 
c ſolitarineſs into a more ſociable life, I never would give car to his entreaties : 
True it is, That what he ſuffered by my occafion, touched me ſometimes very 
c ſenſibly, and that I did all that was poſſible, to perſwade him, to forſake me, 
cand to go and take a retreat, which I offered him amongſt my friends, and 
ewhich I could have procured him by Letters, I would have given him ; but as 
c] rejeted his Counſels, he rejected my offers, and I could never win him to do 
c what Idefired, If you ask me, how you then ſtood in my thoughts, I will tell 
cyou, That you were as a Monſter, to which a tyrannical power _ me in {lave- 
cry; andas the thing, which in all the World, I endeavored moſt to hate, nay, 
<which I did hate, and yet for all my hatred, could not hinder my felt from 
cloving ita thouſand times more dearly, then my ſelf : Hatred, Grief, Anger, 
cand Jealoufie, thoſe imperious paſlions, tore my heart,like Prometheax Vultures, 
cand that was it, that then cauſed me to take that device of the heart, torn by 
c Vultures, under which I found you, and under which I lifred my ſacrilegious 
c arms againſt you. I was come to Sſa, when I heard the news of Alexanders 
«death, and Ihad been gone from thence, but a little while, when I heard ſpeak 
cof conteſtations amongſt his Succeſſors, and preparations that were making for 
ca War : My grief had not extinguiſhed the inclinations I had ever had to 
© Arms, and being I ſought for death, I thought I could not meet with ic more 
<honorably, then in the occaſions Fortune © ered me : I therefore took my jours 
©ney toward Babylon, and arrived there, as you may have heard, the day your 
© Army made its general muſter ; but before I came within a days riding of this 
© place, I in a Town of your party, learnt the names of thoſe perſons, that were 
©moſt intereſfſed in this War : I was told that Creterus, Lyſrmachus, Ptolomeus, and 
© Antigonus, were of the one party z and on the other,Peraiccas, Caſſander, Seleucus, 
© and many more, that were named to me. I then called to minde, the friend{hix 
©] had formerly had with Caſſander, and his Brother 1:/z5 , when I had ſerv 
* Antipater in the War againſt the valiant Agis, King of the Lacedemonians, it had 
©not been ſo light, but that the remembrance of it, was ſtill very dear to me 
©and finceI was neceffarily obliged to take one party, the juſtice of both being 
*unknown to me, I had reaſon to prefer that of my ancient Friends, before the 
© other, of ſuch as were meer ſtrangers. I was travelling toward Babylon with this 
*delign, when I was ſtopt by ſome Horſmen of your Army, and when upan the 
© Pank of the Euphrates, I ran ſome carriers with reaſonable good ſucceſs, againk 
©a great many gallant men : You know what the ifſue of them was, and how 
©by the frank civility of thoſe worthy perſons, I was condufted to the Gates of 
*theCity 3 and you ſhall learn, that affoon as I had made my ſelf known to 
© Caſſander, and that I had told him, how deſirous I was to ſerve him, he received 
© me with acclamations of joy and tranſport, and gave me the moſt affe&tionate 
* welcome, I could expe& trom my moſt paſſionate Friend : He preſenred me to 
* Roxana, Perdiccas, Seleucus, and other the moſt confiderable men of their party 3 
*and at his recommendation, I was received by them all, with civilities which I 
*had not merited. Caſſander made an abſolute confidence with me, and would 
needs have me ſhare the command with him in all places; that was a thing 
*that rendred me moſt perfe&ly criminal, by giving me occafion to draw my 
* Sword againſt my Princeſs, in the firſt encounter that paſſed : You know that 
* our combat,atter having been obſtinately diſputed,was interrupted by ay” 4. 
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—E ho judging, that againſt ſo terrible an Enemy, I ſtocd in need of his all ſtance, 
© came ruſhing upon you, behinde, with his Horle, I have 2 great deal of cauſe 
(faid the Queen, interrupting Orontes ) to remember that encornter , ſince by an atij- 
en full of gener: ſity, you teſtified the greatneſs of your courage , in oppoſing the fury of 
Cafſander z who, but for your hindrance, would have made me end my life, under his 
Horſes feet. ©I rendred you what was due unto ycur valor (replied Orontes ) but 
© by that ation of Caſſanders, 1 loſt part of the eſteem and —_— I had bom 
chim 3 It was much diminiſhed, a tew days after, by the accuſation that was pub. 
© liſhed againſt him, of having poyſoned his King ; whereof he did not clear = 
© ſelf ſo well, but that I entrcd into great ſuſpicions of it; and if afterward] 
© ſhared in command with him at the Pattel, it was rather by the engagement of 
© my Henor, then by that of the afte&tion I {ti]] had left to him. Abour that time, 
©] had a dehire to ſee the great Arſaces, and though he ſhewed himſelt to very few, 
© and that he avoided ſociety out of a ſad melancholy humor, like that of mine, 
Che was pleaſcd not to diſdain my viſit 3 and when he had learned who I was 
*he m—_ extraordinary n'uch of me, and gave me marks of a particular af 
© feftion ; yet could he not hear ny name, without teſtifying by ſome alteration 
© that appeared in his face, that he was concerned in it, ſome way or other : The 
© cauſe was ſtill unknown to me , but by the kindnefles I received from that great 
© man, and by the inclination which his high vertue, and the admirable qualities 
© of his perſon bred in me, I was ſo firmly tied to him, that from thence ap 
© it was his conlideration, more then that of Caſſander, that kept mein the p 
© had choſen : Ihappened to be with him, when a Trumpet came to ſpeak wi 
© him from Lyſimachus 3 and then remembring that I had begun a combat againſt 
© that Prince, upon the Eanks of Exphrates, I was glad to take that cont to 
© ſee him again, being he hada Companion with him, and that I might there 
© upon take the pretence to wait upon Arſaces, likewiſe, He oppoſed not the in- 
© tention I had to do ſo, and it was in that enterview, my fair Queen, that I came 
*to know you, that you alſo knew me; that I ſaw marks of your juſt diſplea- 
© ſure, and that you ſaw the efte&ts of that ingratitude, my error had canſcd, 0 
egcds! What were my thoughts, when I had eſcaped your lawful indignation? 
© And, in what maner, did I receive that blow of Fortune, which by ſo unlook- 
©cd for, an encounter, made me finde that perſon, whoſe very memory I had 
<fled from, to the utmcſt parts of all the World ? I fell into a confuſion, which 
© all the words of the World arenot able to expreſs, and I continucd the reſt of 
© that day, almoſt quite deprived of reaſon and underſtanding : Aﬀſoon asI be- 
© gan to open my eyes, upon that «ftc& of my dcftiny, I fell into diſcourſes, as 
<ſtrange,as that adventureſcemed to be. After I had long complained of my ill 
© fortune, which yet preſented me that cruel Enemy, ' whoſe ſight I thought I had 
© eſcaped, for all the remainder of my days; I rfle&ed upon the anger you had 
© ſhewed, which had made you atrempt that againſt me, which in probability 1 
© ſhould have attempted againſt you, if the reſpect of your Sex, and the remnants 
© of my pallion had not oppoſed it. How is it poſlible (ſaid I) that being 
© guilty, ſhe ſhould make,as if ſhe were ſo much offended ? Can one ſingle Letter 
(for it is onely from that Letter, her choler can proceed) have kindled ſo ex- 
* cellive a fury in her , who by ſo black an infidelity, had given me ſo great cauſe 
*to writeit? Could I takea more gentle revenge upon ſuch a perfidiouſneſs, as 
*hers? And in baniſhing my ſelf for ever from her fight, did Inot do a good 
© office toa perſon, who in her laſt affe&tions, had reſerved nothing but Hatred or 
* Indifferency for me? By what ations then have I provoked her to theſe ex- 
© treamities of rage againſt me ? Ah! without doubt (ſaid I again) ſhe would 
© give me my death, to diſpatch out of the World, this witneſs of her infidelity ; 
© ſhe will not ſuffer him to continue amongſt men,who before the eyes of all men, 
*can blaſt her with ſo many black reproaches z and fince, the bloody injury ſhe 
© hath done him, hath not been ſufficient to drive him to his Grave, ſhe reſolves to 


* ſend him thither with her own hands : Let us give her then this ſacisfaQtion, 


and 
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and letus glut her with this blood, whereof ſhe appears to be ſo thirſty : Let us 
«offer to the point of her _ Sword, this mean-ſpirited heart, which as un- 
worthy, as ſhe is, hath ſtill preſerved her Image : Let us make her kill this 7ha- 
c leſtris, which we conſerve there, whether we will or no ;z and let us by her own 
*arms, deſtroy this unworthy remembrance, which ſo legitimate reſentments 
© have not been able to extinguiſh. But why ? (added I a little after) why ſhould 
©] give {uch a contentment to my mortal Enemy ? By what right can I ow ir, 
© either to her,or to ſome new=come lover,that hath taken up my place in her affe- 
* tion ? Ah !Ler us be ſatisfied, with having ſuffered, without revenge, the horrid 
*a{age we have received z and if we cannot reſolve to oppoſe our Arms againſt 
© her violence, let us diſpoſe our ſelf, roflie from her afreſh, and to flie from her, 
Fas tar a9 there is day. is was my reſolution, and I ſhould inſtantly have put 
fit in execution, if I had not ſeen a Pattel ſonear, which I could not go away 
from, without infamy ; I was at it therefore, as you know, I ſaw you there, 1 
(fled before you, and ſaved my life from your fury, as I had done art the firſt en- 
©counter 3 but this laſt confirmed me in rhe purpoſe of getting me gone, fearing 
Fin the occaſions, in which, I might happen to be every day againſt you , not to 
fdie by your hand, but perchance ro wound you with mine, without knowing 
*50u, which would have been the utmoſt effeRt of my ilI] forrune, With this in- 
+ ©rention, Ileft the Camp of your Enemies, not taking leave of any body ; and 
© it was, the day you found me, by the fide of that Fountain, where I was faln 
© aſleep, and where I ſtaid for Leſcarir, whom I had left behinde, to diſpatch ſome 
f little buſineſs, thar concerned our journey 3 There it was, Madam, that your 
© goodneſs, and my crime, were made manifeſt ; there it was, that you ſpared me 
© a life, which I ought to have loſt a thouſand times z there it was, that I ceaſed 
*to be innocent, by coming to know, that you were fo ; and there it was, in fine, 
* thar my reſentments vaniſhed, to give way to my repentance, The teſtimony of 
* that Prince, whereby you were but too fully ju , added to the means he 
© pave me, of clearing my doubrs, with your very Enemies; that fainting where- 
© with, you were ſeized out of an excels of grief, for the bloody and injurious re« 
© proach I uſed againſt you z and that coldneſs, into which, by a great tranquili- 
© ty cf Conſcience, you preffed within a minrte after, my eyes ſufficient- 
' ys to make me know, That 1 alone was criminal, and that I was unworthy of 
* this life, which you had left me meerly out of contempt; and I had taken i 
* away, with my own hands, ifby an oath, inviohble among the Scythians, Prince 
* Orvondates had not engaged me to live, Scarce was I gone from him Five or fix 
* hundred paces, when I met Leſcaris, hefound a diftur in my face, and be- 
© ing I loved him dearly, I made him\acquaintrd with the cauſe, and gave him a 
© true relation of all char adventure. Afﬀeer he had confidered that event, in 
© of being afflifed for my crimes, he formd matter of confolation for me in it, and 
© would needs perfwade me, That my forrume was a great deal berrer in my Prin- 
© ceſſes innocence, then in mine own : He argued, That ſince nothing but the 
© opinion I had had to your diſadvantage, had been the cauſe of all my miſerieg, 
©[ by looſng thar, loſt alſo all the occaſion I had had to account my ſelf miſera- 
fable; and that if by an error, grounded upon appearances, that were great 
* enough, I had offended you, I might __ or F ao pardon, by the aſliftance 
© Prince Orcondates had promiſed me, and by the ſervices I might render you. I 
© found ſome reaſon in his diicourſe, and could not without a marvellous comfort, 
©imagine, that my Queen was innocent of that infidelity, whereof I had accuſed 
© her : But that ſatisfa&ion was quickly counter-balanced by my remorſe, and I 
* was no more gently handled by it, then I kad been befoxe, by my Anger and my 
* Jcalouſie. My lovey being zauracd with all ics s, $6pfeſented my c15me 
©{o horrible, that I could not look upon my ſelf, but as a Monſter, unworthy of 
(the light, nor could I longer endure it, but with grief ; and from chat moment, 
£1 began to flie it, and to ſeek out darkneſs, as more agreeable to the condition 
© of my ſou]. That Wood, from whence you now have drawn me, —_ 
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© ſelf unto my tight, I turned my ſteps that ways and ſeeking the moſt remote and 
© loomy parts of it ; I found that place ſo ſuitable comy humor, that 1 ſpent the 
* reſt of the day there, and the whole night, Laſcaris not being able to draw me 
© cut of it 3 the next morning,l accidentaly light upon that Cave , wherel fince 
© have made my abode ; and having, with my Sword, cut away ſome Branches, 
* that ſtopt the entrance of it, I no ſooner had ſet faot within it, burI found ic 
* very proper for my habitation z all things were conformable, to the horror,thar 
* ſeteled ir ſelf in my ſoul; and that place was ſo delart, and ſo out of the way 
© of humane ſociety, That I believed the gods had miraculouſly guided me thi- 
ther ; yet was it not, that reaſon alone, that ſtayed me there; tor what commo- 
© diouſneſs ſoever I found in that retreat, I ſhould, without doubt, have fled fur- 
* ther from you, if I had not been retained b another conſideration. 1 thought 
+ that in the occaſions you hazarded your ſelf in, every day, you might fall into 
© danger of your life z andI believed, that ven near you, I might watch an 
© opportunity to preſerve it, for an expiation of ſome part of my offences, and 
© that peradventure, the gods would afford me means of doing ——_— rO- 
© fitably for your ſervice. Laſcaris did not diſapprove that thought, an | wt 
© that time, having ſaluted that favorable Cave, as the place of my future dwel- 
«ling, 1 began to take poſle.ion of it z Laſcaris, behinde it, madea kinde of a 
© Hovel for our Horſes 3 and wefell to work m_—_ to make Beds, upon which + 
© we ſince have lyen. Thefecond day , 1 ſent Laſcaris to a little Town, not far 
*off, to get the device of my Shield wip'd out , and thecolour of my Arms 
* changed, by which I might have been known ; He alſo brought back ſome 
: lee ; but I made little uſe of them, and have lived for the moſt part of 
© wilde fruits, which we gathered in the Wood. There paſſed few days, that 
© ſent not Laſcaris to your Camp, to learn if there were any occaſion, in which, 
©you might be employed ; and it was by the intelligence he gave me,that I came 
©to the Battel 3 and that keeping my ſelf, concealed under Arms, in which, I was 
©not known, I had the means to be near you, to bghe for your defence, and to 
© retire with the ſame facility : I did the ſame to day, by the news he brought 
©me yeſterday, of what was to be done in your Army ; and in theſe twoen- 
© counters, the ardent prayers I made unto the gods, won them to be ſo favor- 
*ableto me, That they guided me miraculouſly for your deliverance. To tell 
© you now, in what faſhion I lived in my ſolitude, were but ſuperfluous, fince 
©you today have ſeen en to inform you of it, and that you may partly 
: gue $ it,by the alteration of my face.I have ue days andnights,there that were 
6 ufficienchy cruel to me, but yet too gentle forar tion of ſo heinous crimes, 
© and for ſoglorious a recompence. I fed almoſt altogether upon thoſe wilde 
© fruits, though Laſcaris, ſometimes brought other roviliens from the Camp: I 
© often talked of you, to inſenfible witneffes ; 1 fighed, and poured forth tears, 
© that were enough, perhaps, to have waſhed away the guilt of any other fault, 


©but mine. 


The End of the Second Book. 
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2) Rontes had ſomething more toſay tor the concluſion of his Dif- 
courſe,but they were then.come tothe entrance of the Camp: 
and he ſ-emed to have juſtly meaſured the length of his reci» 
tall with that of the way : The Queen would alfo' have re* 
plyed many things upon his laft words , if ſhe could have ex- 
preſied her choughrs to him wichour a great number of wit 
neſles z ſhe thcr-tore-contented her f(elfe with diſcoveri 
part of them by glaunces that were full of ſweerneſſe; a 
with giving him her hand once more in token of an eternall 
reconciliation ; they alighted at Prince Oroondates'tis Tent when darknefle began to 
overſpread the Earth, and there with the Princes of Perfia and Scithia, they found Ly+ 
ficmachus , Ptolomeus, Oxyatres, Eumencs, Demctris, and Polyperchon , and with 
them the Princeſſes Berenice , Deidamia , Barſina , and Cleone: ' Aﬀoon as Thalcftris 
appeared, the Princes roſe ro meet her , as wcll to pay her their Civilities ,. as to teſtifie 
the diſquiet her ſuddain departure had cauſed in them ; but when: they ſaw Orentes 
whom ſhe had led in by the hand. they loſt ſome part of the intentiveneſſe, wherewith 
they looked upon the Queen,to fix it particularly upon that Prince; He was preſently 
known by Artaxerxcs and Oroondares , but they wrre fo ſurpriſed to ſee him with 
that fair Queen who a few dayes b« fore had ſhewed fo violent a hatred agamſthim, 
that they knew not what rhey ſhould cuirj tire ot chat Adventure, nor in whar ma» 
ner they ſhould abord him. Thaleftris who perczivZd their aſtoniſhment , having'a 
minde toput them quickly our of jt, and |tryi1.7 co overcome the baſhfalneſſe that 
broke forth in her blaſhes. This is not, ſfayd \h-, rhur 111jurious Enemy, againſt whom 
you have ſeen me animated with ſo veh-menr an indign1uon ; bur *is the Defender of 
my life , who in the laſt Bartle, and ia the Combar to day appeared miraculouſly to 
fuccour me z I believ'd that theſe Obligatiors 2:1dcd to a repentance cp:ible to waſh 
our greater faults then his, might counter vaile the off.nces he had done me, and theres 
upon I forgot my own interclts for yoars , and have conquered my reſentments to 
bring a man into your party , whoſe Valour is not to be deſpiſed. There was no need 
of ſaying more tothe Princes, ro make them know the trath of that Adventure. and the 
Queen had hardly ended theſe words , when Prince Oroondates ramning © Or: ontes 
with open arms : Couſin, ſayd he, I praiſe the Gods fur your return, atd r-joyce at 
your happy ſucceſſe, as much as if it were my own. Orontes receiving thoſe endear= 
ments with a great deale of reſpe&, was going to reply , when Prince Arcaxerxes pre» 
vented him, and pulling him our of Oroondates his arms : That friendſhip, ſayd he, 
which wasgranted me among our Enemies, muſt not be refuſed me from the Kinſman 
of my Princeſle, and from him who ſe werthyly bears that firſt Name, under which I 
catne acquainted wi h my deareſt Brother. Orentes who knew Arfſaces to be Artax- 
8H erxes, 
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erxc9, and who during the abode he had made in his Grot had learnt the truth of his 
Story by the Repert of Laſcaris, anſwercd hs kindnefles with much ſabmiſſion , bur 
chey were interrupted by Lyſi who demanded his part as well as the reſt in the 
of rhat valiavt man, whoſe Forces he had _ tryed, and whoſe Vertte 
he infinidy cſtcemed, as well by the recitall he had heard of his life, xs by what he knew 
of it himſcife, Pro!omeus, Demetrius, Eumenes, Oxyatres,and Polyperchon, ro whom 
that Famons Stra ( who under the terrible Enfign.of the Vultures had done ſach 
gallant ARtions them) was already very well kfiown, came preſſing aboat him, 
to b&fh x mare particular acquaintance, and embraced him one after another wich 
markes of s marv<llous eſteem. The Princefle Bzrenice, ro whom the firſt years of 
their lives , and cheir nearnefle of Kindred gave particular inclinations of good will, 
and who beſides was very «f-Aionat!y eoncern'd in the Aﬀairs of Queen Thaleſtris, 
opening her ſelfe a paſſ2ge among the Princes : What Couſin, ſayd ſhe, and ſhall not I 
have my ſhare in the counmon ſarisfaftion ? I who amongſt my neareſt Kinſmen have 
ever very cfpccially eſtcemed you, and who love you ſtill more for the inclinations you 
have had, then for the ſerviccs you have done to this falr Queen, to whom T havegiven 
a part of my ſe!te : By che example of Berenice, Deidamia, Barſina, and Cleope ſalg» 
ted Oroncr'y very civilly, and when he was got Free of thoſe firſt Receptions, coming 
back to the Princes of Scithua and Perſia: Princes, fayd he to the , I am un- 
worthy of the Honour you do me, and ſhould be confounded at it , if Idid not know 
that this bay tome is full of glorions events, and that this ſame fortune which draws 
me out of the Grave to reſtore me to life zgain , and toregive me or —_ » gives 
me alſo in the cſterim ot ſuch Eminent Periens , a Glory that may eſtabliſh my higheſt 
feliciry. You ever deſerv'd it, replyed Oroondates, but you have made your ſelf more 
worthy of it by your laft aftions.then by thoſe which made you be condemned of your 
beſt Friends ; and that which makes you merit Thalcſtris, may juſtly make you merit 
the aff-Ations of vertuous perſons. For my part, dear Couſin, (went he on embracing 
him) I corfefſe I had very great reſenrments againſt you , but that repentance whick 
hes obt1incd the parden of this fair Queen, and the obligation we have to youin 
what you have done for her ſafcty , reſtore you my affeQion entirely. The remorſe I 
have felt, n{wered Orontes, for the offences I had commitced againſt my Queen, have 
been accompmnyed with a forrow for having born Arms againſt the party of my 
Prince ; but #5 I may excuſe my errour of the faultsI did againſt my Love, my igno- 
rance alſo was the cauſe of thoſe I did againſt my duty , and from the very minute 
was cared of both, 1 paff'd from my crime into a ſnddain and ſevere repentance. Let's 
ralke no longer of your faults, added Prince Artaxerxes, fince ſhe who therein has the 
incipall intereſt is willing to forget them,and ſince the Noble Aftions you have done 
bo her favour , ought more juſily, and more worthily to poſleſſe your remembrance. 
Oronres never wants the power (interrupted the fair Queen) to ſave the life of Thale- 
ris, he has done but that twice or thrice in your preſence which he had done before 
npon'the wals of Phriney, and in the Priſon of Neobarzanes. Alas ! (fayd Orontes,net 
fuffring her to proceed ) how happy am I in having done theſe petty ſervices for fo 
good and fo gratefull a Princefie, and how different would my deſtiny be from what 
tis, if you ſhould judge me with ſeverity > They had themſelves further in 
this converſation , if every body had not paſſionately defired ro hear the truth of that 
Encounter from the Queen, and if the Princeſs Berenice, ſeconded by her Brother, and 
by her Servant had not preſſed her to it very carneſtly. Thaleſtris diſpoſed her ſelfe to 
chey them, and ya could not do it witheurt bluſhing. nor without making ap- 
peare ſome inward diſturbance in many places of her diſcourſe, ſhe made them 3 full 
recital of chat Adventure, and by relating the words of Orontes,che place of his abode, 
and the condition ſhe had found him in, drew tears from the eyes ef the moſt hard hear- 
ted. She was making an end of her Diſcourſe , when Araxes, Hyppolita, Mcnalippz, 
and fome other Amazones , who had been abroad rofcek her , came into the Tent ; if 
Hyppotita was aſhooiſhed to mect Orontes there , Mcnulippa and her Companions 
were ſo a great deale more, when in his face they ſaw all the feature of Orithia's, and 
when they found a man in the perſon of that valiant Lady , who had liv'd fo long a- 
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mongſt them , not but that they had heard ſome ramour of it , both in their Country 
afrer their Queens us and in the Camp fince their arrivall there ; but they had 
found ſome little probability in that adventure , that they ſtood in need of ſach a con- 
firmation as that , to lerd a perfeRbelict co that Report. They knew not at 
firſt how they ſhould receive ſuch a Metamorphoſis ; but in the end , being they bore 
agreat deal of aff:&ion, and reſpeR unto their Queen, they ſubmicred to her inclina- 
tions, and not judging that her love to Orontes reach'd to the deſtroying of their Laws 
and Cuſtoms , they approv'd it without diſcontent , not being able ro condemn any 
thing in it, if it were Platonick, and if it went beyond thoſe limits, they had as licele 
cauſe to d:flike that (he ſhould give them a Queen to ſucceed her of the bloud of a 
Prince, whoſe vertae was very well known, and whoſe perſon had ever been very dear 
to them yz although they conceal'd part of their thoughts before that illuſtrious Com- 
pany, they declared the reſt by endearments fu'l of affeAtion, which they gave to their 
ancient Companion. 

And Oronres knowing Menalipp1, and with her ſome other wemen , whom far- 
merly ſhe had cheriſh'd and eſteem d, imbraced them with motions fall of tenderneſs, 
and (hewed them great expreſſions of hisfirlt affeAion. Valiant Menalippa , ſayd he, 
to what will you condemn this deceitfull Orithia, who nnder falſe appearances abuſed 
your friendfhip ? we will condemn her, anſwered Mcnalipps , tolove us as ſhe ha's 
done heretofore, and that's all the puniſhment we can impoſe upon this generons im- 
Ro whFom we owe the ſafety of our Queen. Hippolica had her full ſhare in the 

indne fl-s of Orontes , and Laſſaris renew'd. his friend(hips and his acquaintance a» 
mong the Amazones. The arrivall of Orontes, and the fſatisfation of Thaleſtris, be- 
ing very conſiderable to that illuſtrious company , made that whole evenings enter- 
tainment , and after having ſp-nt it in a converſation which afforded them matter e- 
neugh ; they all retired into their Chambers to take their uſuall reſt, Orontes was 
lodged in Prince Oroondates his Tents, Artaxerxes would have no other quarter, but 
being the Tents were very ſpacious, they had their Chambers apart with good conve-= 
niency ; the Princeſſes lay near them within the ſame incloſure, though their lodgings 
were ſeparated, only Apamia, and Arſionoe were retir*d to their Hasbands , and even 
Thaleſtrisleaving Menalippa to command in the Amazones quarter, wou!d not forſake 
Berenice, Deidarmia, and Barſina, with whom ſhe layd aſide her Warlike Humour, to 
live ina ſociety more conformable to their Sex. 

Daring that night and the beginning of the next day , the workmen who were in 
hand with che Bridges, haſtened their buſineſs with ſuch diligence, that two hours be- 
fore Noop they drew near the other bank, and only ſtayd for the forces that were to 
ſaſtain them, and that were toland, to place the laſt Boats , and to finiſh the work. 
Demetrius who remembred the imployment he was to have that day , had begun itin 
the duties of a Captain experienc'd above his Age, and uſing the clear lights of his un» 
derſtanding , had begun to put that in pratice, which afterward he execured with ſo 
much reparation , he took a carefull review of thoſe forces that had been aſſigned him 
and having drawn them up in Batralia upon the bank of the river, he divided thoſe that 
were to paſs over to the other ſide in Boats,from thoſe that were ro go upon the Bridge, 
at the head of which he meant to fight himſelf againſt thoſe that ſhould oppoſe his dife 
cent. Alexander and Menclaus to whom the other Bridge was aſſign'd, labonred 
on their fide with the ſame Care; but when Demetrius had taken ſuch order as was 
neceſſary upon the bank, he reſolved to beftow the time he had left, before there was 
matter to imploy him, in viſiting Deidamia ; the remembrance of that fair Princeſs 
never forſook him for a mowent,, and conſidering that the chance of war might make 
him fall in the pzrill ro which he was going to expoſe himſelf, he demanded of his Love 
a little more ccurage then ordinary, that he mighe be able ro make proteſtations to his 
Princeſs, which peradventure were to be the laſt of his life : in this reſolution com- 
wrs.g arm'd, he turn'd his ſteps towards the Tent where ſhe was , but not withoug 

ing much more afraid of that occaſion , then of the other to which he was deſtined, 
Being no reaſon had oblig'd him to conceal his paſſion , it was then unknown to very 
few, every body approv'd of it, all the Princes and Princeſſcs favoured him in it, and 
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Antigonus who with much joy had ſcen the memory of Hermione die in his thoughts, 
had not oppos'd the birth of a more lawful aff-Qion , and condemn'd nothing bur the 
violences that troubled his repoſe, and were prejudiciall to his health. When Demes 
trius came into Deidamia's Chamber, Barſina and Pcolomeus were with her, and were 
witneſſes of their ſaluration, and of their firſt words ; bur as they were two very difs 
creet perſons, and who knew Demetrius his paſſion , ' they quickly took a pretence ts 
withdraw,and left him alone with the Princeſs and her M:1ds, who out of reſpeRt kept 
at the further end of the Room. Demetrius had then all manner of liberty to entertain 
her, if his profound reſpeR;, and the fear of diſpleaſing her , had not taken away ſome 
part of his confidence; yet being he had broken through the firlt ditticulties, and knew 
the goodnels of thac Princeſs, which made him judge ſhe had no averſion againſt him, 
afid that nothing but the remembrance of Agis forbad him acceflc unto her heart , hee 
recolle&ted a lirtle beldne(s , and looking upon her with eyes in which- bis thoughts 
were painted ; Madam, (ſayd he) I were unworthy of the imployment that ha's been 
given me for thisday;, if to diſcharge it I ſhould not ſeek all that may contribute to the 
advantage of my party ; to make me conquer, *tis not enough for me ro command vs 
liant men, to be inſpired with glorious examples, and to have my ſelf ſome little coy 
rage, and valour z/ all this may be amongſt our enemies , and by the fame advantages 
they may diſpute the v1Rtory againſt me : But how valiant focver they are , they will 
bur vainly oppoſe our forces, if in this occaſion | be avow'd by Deidatmia, and if I my 
march on to the encounter with ſome belief, that in favour of me, you wiil rake ſome 
mrereſt in the ſucceſs of it. Give me (my adored Princeſs) a victory that depends en 
you , and ſuffer me tro make my Companions hope. that if Demetrius be yours by your 
owning tim, he*l hew chem out a paſſage today , both to the other fide of Euphrates, 
and even into the gares of Babylon; I am conſtrain'd, Madam, to touch you by the 
conſideration of our whole party, becaute by my own alone, 1 cannot lawfully 
for theſe «ff. &s of your goodneſs. The Princets hearkned with trouble to this dif- 
courſe of Dcmetrius, and if ſhe had nor been prepaſſeſied with a great deal of eſteem, 
nay, and cven with a great deal of good- will roward him, ſhe had not lent him ſo quiet 
an artention ; ſhe (igh'd afſoon as he had made an end of ſpeaking, and bcholding bim 
with ancye in which through ſome reſcntment he obſerv'd a great deal of gentleneſs. 
How cruel! youare (ſ{ayd (be) to perſiſt in the defign of afliting me ! and what an 
unjuſt violence you uſe upon me, in conſtraining me ro complain of a Prince whoſe 
perſon I infinitely eſteem, and whoſe compaſſion was mot obliging to me, while it 
appear*d to be without intereſt ; that gift you make me of your ſelfe, would be a very 
conſiderable one to me, if I were in a condition toreceiveit, and you onght not tode- 
mand that of me by the conſideration of your party , which your own alone might 
make you worthily to hope for from a heart leſs prepoſſeſſed then mine. Content 
your ſelf, my Lord Demetrius, with this Declaration , and that I only ſtife that in you 
an unjuſt perſeverance, which from any ocher man but your ſelf , I ſhould receive as x 
cruell perſecution ; you have no need of my favour to overcome your enemies , it 
would be fars)l to you in the Combar, and Fortune my cruell enemy would undoubteds 
ly make you periſh, it you were own'd by Dcidamia. That glory (reply'd Demetrius) 
would be more advantagious ro me then vitory , and I account Ag1s more glorious, 
and more fortunate in his death, chen he was in the whole courſe of his life ; Alas! 
fcontinued he with a figh) how much reaſon he ha's to be pleas'd in the lower ſhades 
with thar perſcyerance . which perchance with more juſtice then you, I might call 
more unjuſt then mine, if I were not withheld by my reſpe& , and by my ſubmiſſion ro 
to all your thoughts, *tis by that ſtrange prepoſſcfion thar my fortune is the more de- 
plorable , and my deſtiny would be much more ſupportable ; if that aff-Fion you 
oppoſe me with had a reaſonable foundation, if it had a tru? and reall Obj-<&, an Objc& 
thar could rake it up, and an Objc that could make uſe of the ad vantages which are 
refus'd me. You complain unjuſtly , enſwered Deidamia, of a thing wherein you 
ought to find your conſolation, and your fortune (if you confine it to the thonghes I 
have of you) would be a great deal worſe then it is , if that precedency which I only 
give to what is now no more, were granted to living perſons ; you have r "7 ran 
atisfation 
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fatisfaRtion , that there is no man in the World more favour'd , nor more eſteem by 
me then Prince Demeetius ; and you will yet have a more perfe& one, when I ſhait 
cell you that there is none betore whom 1 would nor prefer you, if the Gods had ictc 
me 1n 2 condition to have ftil} che liberty of making a choyce , and of giving a mece- 
dence ; the little power I have'to deale more favourably with you, obliges me ro 
make you this corteſhon treely , which perchance docs injure Decency and Moudity ; 
but you may be pleaſcd ro content your ſelfe with it, and never to dclire any thing 
more from her, ot whom withour mortality affliting her, you can Sk vothiag tur: zcrs 
}will defire dexth then , replyed the amorons Prince , and in this combare | om va x 
to, Ile ſeck for ceath by the example of happy Agis, inſtead of that Victory | had de- 
mended of you's you alone had interrupted the purpoſe | had toes tor Hermione, and 
Inever reſolved tolive, till I refolved to live for you ; bur fmice you vhurder that life 
todeſpair, which I had reſcued from the arms of deach ro uff-r you, Vie yo aud give ie 
to that perſeyeranee you oppoſe againſt me, and make a ſacrifice of it ra huppy Agis; 
that I may complear'the glory of his deltiny. *Tis with that wteorion 4lor 1 10w go 
from you , and in giving you the laſtfarwell , I proteſt io you ctr rizis day ſhall be the 
hft wherein you ſhall ſee your ſelfe expoſed to iy cruell perſ-cutions. 

Demerrins uttered theſe words with fo forrowtu'l i countenance , and accompanies 
ed them with an a&ion ſo little common, that Deidauma was troubid zt chem, and 
remembriws the wotull adiew ſhe tyd reccived from the unfortunate Agis , which ac+ 
cording to his promiſe had really prov'd the laſt , ſhe found ſo much conformity in the 
sRion, and in the words of thoſe two Princes, that ſhe was afraid for Demetrins of the 
fame fuccefſe and of the ſame eff<Rts of deſpair which had deprived her of the other, 
and which hd made her weep 2way ſo many tedions dayes. In this apprehenfion, 
being molli+- d evervto the ſhedding ſome tears at that farall remembrance , ſhe ftayd 
Demerrius who was already coins from ker , and eying him with a look ſomethi 
more concerned ther ordinary. Whether you faign, fayd (he, or ſpeak really, I will 
not have youdie ; and I have couſcs of griefalready, without your giving of mee new 
ones by your death. 1 withonr doube ſay ſomething more then I ſhould, bur to come 
plear my fur, if it be rrue that T have any power overyou, I employ it all in com- 
manding you to live, that yon m3y give me the affiſtances you have promiſed me. The 
forrow which before was pared nm Demers ws his face, w2s partly diflipated by theſe 
words, and 'rw2s not with a light alteration he found by the drfconrſe, and by the 
connenance of his P: inc: fs, rhat his life was not indifferent to her. Hee ſhewed ma- 
ny ſigns of char ſudden «ff-& of his hopes, and bowing to the Princefs in a very tub= 
miflive maner : My lit-. r:plied he, is not worth one of your rears, and by fo rich a 
price it would be roo highly paid for ; but chough 1 were nos obliged to obedience by 
the Empire you have over me, certainly 1 ow to theſe marks of your good nature, the 
conſervation of 2 if, trom which by an cxc-fs of goodneſs, you are pleaſed rodraw 
ſome ſervice. I will live then, Midam, if che Gods will have it fo, fince you command 
me, but it ſhall be no longer then 1 can do it without troubling , and without diſplea- 
fing you. After theſe words he took his leave of her , and having again obſerved that 
the was not without fear tor his ſafety , hee went out of the Chamber with ſome kind 
of hopes wherwith he {uffred himſelt ro be pleaſingly flattred. Hee was going to the 
place where he was expeRted by his men, when he met the Prince of the Matizgetes, 
who remembring with trouble that he had don nothing but harm to a party for which 
he beleeved all he could be able ro do was lefſe then he was obliged to, had f:om the 
Princeſs, and from Qucen Thaleſtris obtayned permiſſion to fight that day in company 
with Demetrins. 1 hat Prince received him with an exceeding great joy, and though 
hee cenfidered perhaps with ſome emulation , that the preſence of ſo valiant a man 
would eclipſe part of his glory , yet did he give him no knowledge of it that was not 
very obliging. Theſe two brave warriours placed themſelves at the head ot thoſe ſol- 
diersthat were to follow them ; Alexander and Menclaus did the ſame on their fide, 
and all the Princes being come upon the bank of the River, ſet the forces in a readineſs 
to ſecond them, and without ſtirring from the (hore,ſaw them partly upon the Bridge, 

and part in Boats, draw neer to the other, which was guarded by their Enemies, 
The 
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The roo great number of our combats will not permit an account of the circumſtan- 
ces of this, the particulars wherot after ſo many ſuch like narrations would perchance 
be of a tedious length 4 ic will ſuffice ro ſay that Orontes and Demetrius being come 
neer to the other bank without any hindrance, found it overſpread with enemies, who 
diſputed the deſcent witha ſtone oppoſition ; but being that they were valiant among 
the valianteſt , that Love made them aft with extraordinary forces, and that they 
were generouſly ſeconded , they opened their paſſage at la(t by the death of a greac 
many men , and made it clear for the ſoldiers wherwith the ſhoar was quickly cove- 
red ; as ſoen as they could fight againſt their enemies with more cquality then before, 
they broke into them with a marvellous vigour, and ſcattered ſo many dead bodies a- 
- bout the field, that Pruceſtas who commanded on that fide as he had done the day be- 
fore, ſeeing that Fortune was contrary, end be)ceving that if he ſhould ſtay the arrivall 
of all thoſe forces which were comming againſt him, and under which the Bridge ſce- 
med to groan in every place , hee ſhould not havea free return unto the Town, made 
his retreat as well as he could poſſibly , and leaving a good part of his men cither kild 
or taken priſeners, got to the gates of Babylon with reaſonable haſte. The two con- 
quering Princes not being ſatisfied with that brave ſuccels, advanced wichin fight of 
the walls toward the other (ide where Alexander and Menclaus fought, and marching 
round that part of the City which ſtood beyond the River , they preparcd togoand 
fall npon the Rear of them that diſputed the viRory againſt their companions. That 
relief came to them very ſeaſonably , for they had found ſo ſtiffe a reliſtance on their 
fide, that they were in doubt with reaſon ct the ſucceſs of the day , although they had 
done a thouſand valiant aRions ; but Ariſton who commanded their Enemies , had no 
ſooner ſeen Demetrius his Van appear , but fearing to be charged on both ſides , hee 
quitred the ficld, and leaving them a free deſcent , retired toward the City as Peuceſtas 
had done. In that rout many of his men lot their lives, either fighting or flying, and 
the viRorious Princes purſued the ran-awaies to the very gates of Babylon. As ſoon 
23 the paſſage was clear the forces deſtined to encamp on that (ide paſſed over quietly, 
and before ſnn-ſer che Army was equally divided on both banks. That part that had 
croſſed the River, took three verall poſts uppoſit to thoſe on the other ſide , and ob» 
ſerved the very ſame order. Antigonus commanded that toward the Eaſt over againſt 
Craterns, Eumenes that toward the Nerth over againſt Oxyatrcs , and Polyperchon 
toward the Weſt within ſight of chat of Artabaſus. All the other Princes remained in 
their former quarters, bnt having free paſſage over the Bridges , they viſited one ano+ 
ther every day , and went toeach ſeverall poſt according as their preſence was neceſſa- 
ry. The yong Demetrius, and the valiant Prince of the Maſſagetes, received the pray- 
ſes that were due to them from the whole Ara'y , and if Thaleſtris openly took inte- 
reft in the reputation of Orontes, Deidamia could not chuſe but be ſecretly concerned 
in that of Demetrius. The Princcflcs were lodged together,and though they had their 
Chambers apart , their whole quarter waSencompaſſed with a wall of Canvas , and 
that lictle encloſure was defended by a very ſtrong guard which kept watch ccntinu- 
ally for their ſafery. There was the uſuall randevouzes of the Princes and there it 
was they paſſed the greateſt part of thoſe dayes they had free from ation. Arſaces at 
Berenices feet enjoyed the felicity that had been interrupted by his abſence, and by 
his jealouſie ; Orontes at thoſe of Thaleſtris, endeavoured to repair his former faults, 
and his former ſuffcrings ; Dcmetrius with very great afſiduity combated againſt the 
fatall thoughts of Deidamia ; and Barſina who in appearance was in a different condi- 
tion from thoſe of her companions , faild nut among ſo great a number of Princes to 
find illaſtrious adorers. That beauty attended with all the graces that could cr it off, 
had bcen buta little while among v«rſons czpable of ſence and underſtanding, with- 
cut producing its ordinary effeAts, and many of thoſe gallant men were already touch- 
<a for her with a pain , the expreſſion wherof reſpe&t made them leave to their looks 
and fighes. Amongſt them all Prince Ocoondates who was no lefſe interefſed in Bare 
finz's affairs then in his own, took particular notice of P. ince Oxyatres, and obſerving 
part of what he had done in his preſence ſince Barſina's arrivall, diſcovered that his 1n+ 
clinations to that Princefle were far from indifferency, hee ncither came neer w, _ 
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ſpake to her without changing colour, but that «fc had been ſo ſadden, that it was 
afie to judge this laſt ſight had rather revived his ancient flames , then kindled new 
ones in him. This imagination inade the Pripce of 'Scichia call old remembrances to 
mind, and by lictle and lietle brought inte his memory the diſcourk s hcc had heard be- 
fore Barſina 8 mariage, concerning Oxyatres his aff. Aion to her , but beir'g in thoſe 
dayes hee took no particular interelt in her fortune, he had been ignorant of thoſe paſſe» 

or had he-r\ them bur very lightly. He therfore had then a dcefire to infor, hime 
* more fully of that buſineſs, and he believed he had creditenough with Bir 14, to 
demand ſome truſt in what concerned her , and to oblige her to cell him tree'y 5!) hee 
hid a mind to know, Prince Oxyatres for all he was Datins his Brother , was bur cen 
fears older then his Nephew Prince Artaxerxcs : hee was then hardly above fix and 
thirty ; there were few men in the World that were of a fairer ſtature, of a more plea» 
fing countenance , or of a braver, 2nd more mageſtick faſhion ; in his garb and im all 
his aRions , there appeared ſomching excreamly ſuirable to the greatneſs ot his birth, 
ind that ſhew of a Royall dignity that was to be obſervcd in his perſon , exrended it 
felt wto his maners , and might eaſily bee diſcovered in all the ations of tis life : his 
nilour had made itſ. If: known ſufficiently , to hearken without envy to the recirall of 
that of his companiaens, and would hsvc been more famous without doubt, if it had 
not been obſcured, partly by the fortune of Alexander , and partly by the deſtiny of 
the houſe of Perſig : if Oxyatres w-$ valiant, he was alſo liberall, generous, and wich- 
out ſelf int-reſt , and by all theſe noble qualities had gayned rhe affeRion and reſpeR 
of all choſc Princes chat ſhared in che command with him. Oroondares ro whem for 
his verrue, aud for many other reaſons, he was more conſiderable then to the reft, loo- 
ked upon hiun »1ſo with a ſtr:Rer ce. and he nu ſooner believed him to be in love with 
Barſina, bur he entertained rhe defire of doing him ſcrvice if it were poſſible. in a de- 
fien which ccuid nor chaſe but bee ©xtre2miy honourable co his good friends. - The 
more he ſctlcd in that thought, the more he recailed into his mind the remembrance of 
thoſe old rumours . which time and the importance of his aff+irs had blotted our of it; 
bac deſirivg a mere parcicu'ar afſurance from Barſina's own mouth, he ſought an oc- 
cafion te diſcourſe with her of ic particularly ; it was not hard for him to find one, and 
the next morning being gone betimes co the Princeſs Berenices Chamber , hee mer 
Barſinaat the door, who carlicr then the cuſiome of her (cx, was comming to give her 
the good morrow. 

Berenice was in Bed, and her Chamber wich reſp & forbad Arſaces, as well as other 
men, to enter at that time of che day, was open to the Prince her Brother, and co Barſi- 
nz. Afſoon as they had given and returned their mutuall ſalutations, and asked each 
other the firſt queſtions that aff-Qion pur into their mouths , Oroondates prayd his (i- 
ſer to lie a little longer to, therty to hinder the vifits that - nlighe diſturb their conver 
fation, and afterwerd being (er down by her bed- fide with Barfina , he took that Prin- 
ceſſes hands berween his, and looking upon her with a ſmile : Tf you had known, ſayd 
he,the deſign ! have to perſecute you to day, perchance you would have avoyded mect- 
ing me more carefully then you have done ; butif I be indiſcreet in that enterprize, 

without dcubt have forc*d me to this indiſcretion, by the lirtle trult, and the lirrle 
iend(hip you have ſhewed me. T wil ever traſt you (replyed Barfina, wich an aR.on 
like his ) with whatſoever is moſt ſecret , and maſt important to me, nor do think 1 
have reſerv'd any thing from you, that you deſized I ſhonld make you acquainted with. 
You perſiſt, anſwered Oroondates, ins diffimulztion, for which you (hall ſuffer pu- 
niſhment before we part ; and fince you have juiged me unworthy to be your Conk- 
dent, which I ſhould value more then 1 do my life, 1 will introduce my (clfe into that 
Henour, and todrive my indiſcretion to the utmoſt, I'le make my Siſter parrsker in it, 
28 well topuniſh your reſervations, as te oblige you to give her proofs of the friend- 
ſhip which you have promiſed her. Burt what do you accuſe me of ? ( interrupted 
Barſina) and what is't you would now have of me? I would have your mouth (added 
the Prince) confirme that ro us, which Prince Oxyatres his aRions have alrexdy decly- 
ted ; I was too much yerſed in matrers of that nature, ro behold the ations of a Prince 
nlove, with as much ignorance as others, and that which auy deccive them, cannot 
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eſcape the knowledge of 2 mari too well inſtruted , and too much interreſſed in what 
concerns Barſina z that Oxyatres loves you , and that he has lov'd you, is a thing in 
which I find nothing to ſurprize me, but that I ſhould be more ignorant in it then o- 
ther men, and that you ſhould have concealed it from him, who would open his heart 
to you with his own hands , 1f there were any thought in it that would hide it ſelte 
from you , that's it which I will never pardon you withour a great reparation. Ah | 
Brother (added rhe Princeſſe B-renice) 1 proteſt to you, you have prevented me, and. 
that1 from Prince Oxyatres his ations had drawn « knowledge like that of yours I 
was not yet familiar cnough with this fair Princefſe , to tell her what I though, but if 
for your ſake ] may be received jnto this confidence which you demand, I promiſe her 
that 1 will never abuſe it while 1 live. Barfinz had not been able ro hear Oroondates 
his werds without bluſhing, nor fce her {cite expoſed to his reproaches, withqut ſome 
alceration of countenance, but ſhe quickly ſztled it , and breaking her ſilence with a 
moſt pleaſing {mile : I ſhall never be angry (fayd ſhe ts the Prince) at any knowledge 
you ſhall have in my AMairs , in which nothing buc your goodnefſe makes you take an 
interc}t, and if 1 never entertain'd you with what paſſed berween Prince Oxyatres and 
me before 1 bad the honour to know you, *twas becauſe you never asked me of it, and 
that the occaſion never ofrcd it ſelte ; I know not ( continued ſhe wich the ſame aRi- 
en)whether theſe auſerable remnants of beauty have been able to rckindle an affeion, 
which I theught had been extiguiſhed cen whole years? but bow ever it be, I have no 
intention to make a ſecret of it to you , nor to refaſe the puniſhmenc you will injoyn 
ene. It igexſie for you to gueſle it, ſayd the Prince , and yon well may judge we delire 
nothingelſe of you now , but the recitall of what we have been ignorant of , and of 
both the old and new paſſions of Prince Oxyarres. I will hearken to you with a more 
then ordinary attenſion, and ſhall not be lefle couched with the diſcourſe of your Ad- 
ventures, then with thoſe of Statira and Oroondates. You are going, replyed Barſing, 
to wakerni remembrances by your curioſity , of which I am extreamly ſenſible; but 
what can 1 refuſe to two ſo dear , and confiderable Perſons ? Barfina made a ſtop at 
theſe words,and fixing her eyes npon the Ground, kept (ilence a whule, which ſhe broke 
at laſt in theſe tearms, 
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I Will not entertvin you with the firſt years of my life, nor with the firſt teſtimonies 


I received of the love of my dear Memnon , Prince Oroondates has learnt part of 

them formerly , and the divertiſement the Princefſe his Siſter would find in them, 

coud not equall the wearifomneſle ſhe wonld receive by the lengeh of my Narrs 
tion. I will content my (:lfe with telling you, Midam, rhat Memnon was conſiders 
ble, by the greatnefle of his Birth , which made him hold one of che firſt Ranks in Pere | 
fra, by the lovely Qualities of his Perſon , and by that high Reputation which in very 
early years he had acquired in Arms,having mad: khimſcltc famous above the other Per- 
frans in a thouſand glorious Encounters; he alſo was raiſcd tothe higheſt _ 
Charges in an Age , when others do but begin to make themſelves be taken notice of, 
and .before he was three and ewenty he tad commanded the Kings Armies in Perſons 
This high Renown making all Aſia ſet their eyes upou him , and rendring him dear to 
Ptince Artabaſus my Father, and to all thoſe perſons that had any power over me, was 
the cauſe that he found great facilities in his defiga of ſ:rving me ; but if &y Publick 
Vertues he had-merited the generall eftcem, he in particular had Qualities that wrought 
a greater «fect upon me, then the glorious ſucceſle of his Armies, or his high Reputa- 
tion in War, and to ſay the truth, he never fought with ſo much dexterity againſt his 
Enemies, a$ he ſhewed in making himſclfc Maſter of my heart, and all that the moſt ex- 


pert, and the moſt paſſionate perſons ever uſed to make themſclyes be lov'd z was put 
in 
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in praQice ſo gracefully by that Princ>, thar perhaps a more obdurate heart then mine 
would have been woon by his addrefles. Vie make no difficulty to contefle that I yield» 
ed to them, nor is this confelſicn ſhamefull ro m2, (ince that off ion which a dae ac- 
knowledgement made me give, was an:horized by the will of all my Friends, and by 
that of the King himſelf: , who was pleaſed to mterrefle himſelfe particularly in the 
Afﬀairs of our Houſe as being neare!t to th: Crown, and that which chen held rhe firſt 
Raoke in all Perſia» Memnon having gained the aff: tions of the whole Court . the 
King upheld him 1n it op2nly, and Prince Oxyatres himfclfe before he was blinded by 
this indifferent Beauty ,did him very good othic's in the beginning ; he was one of the 
forwardeſt in recommending his perſon to me by the recirall of his galfanc a ions, and 
in that deſign he had the favour of him , found better ſuccefle then he wou'd atter ward 
have wiſhed : T know not why the Gods would have that Prince to calt his cyes upon 
me, among ſo grear a number of perſons much more lovely ; but what ever ir were, he 
began tolove me when I was no longer 1n a condition to requite his af tion, & when 
by the will of my Friends, and by mine own inclination, Memnon was already Maſter 
of the place he afſaulted ; had ir not been for that preengagement , Prince Oxyatres 
without doubt had qualities capable to make him be conſidered by the greateſt Prin- 
cles of the Earth. and belides the greatnefle of his Birth , and the price of his Valour 
'which had made it ſclfe known through all Aſia , there could no «excellent parts be 
wiſhed , either for the minde or body wherewith he was not very abundantly ſtored. 
Iſhould ſay wore if you had not a perfet knowledge of him; this Ptince when he be- 
;gantolove me , or at lcaſt toler me ſee ic, was about five or ſix and twenty ; I was 
ten years yonger, and came into the World the ſame year, and almoſt the ſame day with 
Prince Artaxcrxes. Oxyarres continued ſome time withour diſcovering his aff:Rion 
-rome,not bring able ro find a handſome way to deſtroy what he had built himſelfe.nor 
rofall off fairly from whar he had done in the bebalte of Memnon : Being he was 
yertuous, he could not bur conſider the Vertu? of his Rivall , whoat his Age had by 
force of Arms added Provinces to the Perlian Empire ; .and being he was prudent he 
fear*d to croſlc the Kings intentions , who had declared humſelfe in his favour. Theſe 
conſiderations with-held him a few Months,and would perchance have done ſo longer, 
if M-mnon's abſence had not given him both opportunity and: confidence to diſcover 
himſclitce. M-mnon was {-nt about that time with a flying Camp into Suſianaz where 
certain Cirics had bred ſome jcalonſies of a Revolt, and I remained at Pcrſcpolis with 
a great deale of trouble for his departure. Prince! Oxyatres began then to make his 
thoughts appear to me by many of his ations ; if 1 had carefully oblerv'd them, 
and reficAing upon them lince , 1 juig'd thar it I had not been taken up with other 
Cards, I might have guef{-d at part of his intentions, Without putting to the trouble of 
declaring them more plainly. He rendred me all p-tty ſervices with a great deale of 
watchtulneſſe, and took ſuch cares in all things that concern*d me, as nothing but love 
alone could be the caule of ; bur I aſcribed rhcovte another motive and received them 
88 proceeding from thar civility he had ever uſed,” and from the good will which the 
nearnefſe wherewith { had the honour ro be allyed to him, might breed in him toward 
me , oreven from the eſteem he had of Memnon, whom he loved and honoured in my 
p*rſon , white he wos fighting for the ſervice of the King his Brother: In briefe he 
was f2in to explain him({clfe openly ro make me comprehend the truth , and a declara- 
tion from his own mouth was neceſſary , to give me an opinion which I was very far 
from \aving at that time, 

I was one Evening on the Queens ſide with the Princeſſes , and a good number of 
the Court Ladics , when the _Þ.ince ſceingame at a Window a good diſtance from the 
reſt, and with ſomething of ſadneſle in my countenance, came thither ro me, and Aſpa- 
tia, and Rhzſaces, with whom | was talking , having left him their place out of re- 
e&t , when he ſaw he was neither over-heard, nor obſerved by any body. Couſin, 
ſayd he, may I ask you if it be Memnon's abſence that makes you fo ſad, and fo ſolitary? 
Sir, anſwered I, I know not what ſadnefle you can have obſerv'd in my face 3 but how 
ever it be, perhaps I (bould not be condema'd by you , though Memnon's abſcnce 
ſhould have been able to give me ſome diſcontent. In the tearms I then ſtood with 
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Mc mnon by my Fathers exprefle command , 1 well might take the liberty to ſpeak on 
that maner, without fearing that my freedome would be blamed by Oxyatres, nexther 
had it been ſo if he had not taken an intereſt in it. He looked upon me with aneye in 
which I perccived ſomething extraordinary , and preſſing one of my hands which he 
held between his. Memnon, ſayd he, is worthy of a very good fortune , but that you 
have now rais'd him to, is above all he could lawfully hops for : I ſhould account my 
ſelfe moſt happy (anſwered I with my former innocence} if I could contribute to the 
fortune of a man, whom the King, whom your ſclfe, and whom the whcle Court jud. 
ges worthy of iffeRion and eſteem. If you could contribure to it ? (replyed the 
Prince) Ah 1 Couſin, never doubt bnt that you may make the whole Furtune not on- 
ly of Mea:ren, bur of all perſons that ſee you ; 1 fay of all, and if Iſhculd except any, 
it muſt be none bur thoſe that are either blind, or inſenſible. 1 thonght this diſcourſe 
very ſtrange, from the mouth of a Prince who had been wont to entertain me in other 
tearms , and when I was going to teſtifie my aſtoniſhment ; 1 ſee well ( purſued he } 
that my laſt words have ſurpriſed you, I ſpoke them rather before I was aware, then 
; With g fer intention, and I ſhould have continued to cenceale that of my rcall thoughty 
which you wonder at , if I could have kept power enough over my ſelfe to do it; you 
would not underſtand the language whereby by my eyes have long expreſſed theny 
ſelves, and you have at laſt reduc'd me to the nece flity of declaring to you with 
mouth, that M:mnon indeed is the melt happy, and the moſt favour'd, bur not the 
zcalous, and the moſ? paſſionate of Barſina's fervants: I confefle to you, Madam, that 
in all my life, I had never heard words that were mote unwelcome to me then theſe, 
and that they put me into a confuſion , which my filerce and my bluſhing made mans 
feſt ro Prince Oxyatres 5 my being out of ceuntenance made him partly ſo too , and 
for all his confid« nee he caſt down his eyes by my example , and diſpes'd himſclfe to 
hear what I was going to reply. That was it that caus'd my greateſt trouble , and 
though percharce 1 ſh« nld not have ſtood conſidering whether | ſhould follow what 
my re {cotment wou'd have inſpired againſt another , 1 could rot Judge fuddainly e 
pough, which w1y | ſhould procred with the Brother of my King , and with a Prince 
ro whom our whole Family bore very particu'ar reſpets. 1 was in the diſquiets 
which this irreſolution gave me, when 1 was eaſed, or to ſay better relicucd by Prince 
Artaxerxes,and the yong Princeflc Parifatis. whe com'ng near vs with a chcartul atien 
broke « & or converſation for that time: Wien ] was retired into my Chambcr, and 
thar I wo$at liberty to refle upon that Adventure, 1 fepr:d in it great Couſes of aff ii- 
en, :nd chat which would have made ſome others glad of this new Corqueſt, wzs that 
which moved me to deteſt ir. It Oxyatres had been 1efle great , and )cfle potent in the 
Court, the Authority of Memnon and of my Friends might have mainrained us againſt 
the power cf a Rivall, and our Fortune ſ{c<med then to be cicfled by the ſole perſon 
that ceu'd poſſib!y crofſe it. The beſt cop(olation ] found in this diſpleaſore, was in 
the beliefe 1 had that peradventure the Prince had oi:ly had a minde to divert him- 
ſelfe, or that it he had fclt ſome moments of 2ffcion to me , *twas nothing but a paſ- 
fing aff-Rtion, and 8 complacency which 1 ſhould hear no more of. Fremaiped ſome 
few days in this opinion , but within a while after T was conſtrained to loſe it, and 
Prince Oxyatres having conquered the firſt difficulties , was eaſily carryed on to conti- 
nue what he had begun He came to viſit me one day in my Chamber, where he found 
me taken upin the reading of a Letter 1 had newly received from Memnon 4 bis come- 
ing in was ſo ſuddain, that I had not time to put it up, and when I would have doneit 
he would not ſuffer me , bur laying his hand upon ir, prayd me to give him leave to ſee 
it, in ſuch tearms that 1 could not civillv refuſe a thing of ſo ſmall importance ; cſpeci- 
ally being that I was not unwilling he ſhould be confirmed in the opinion he had that I 
loved Mcemnon , and that I believed that confirmation would ſerve to difſwade him 
from the deſign I apprehended ; he took the Letter then cut of my hand , and caſting 
tus cyes upon it, found theſe Words. 
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H E marks of your remembrance, my fair Princeſs, make my abſence 
too plorious to bave any cauſe to complain of it, and all the pains it makes 


me ſufjer are tos fully recompenced ty that goodneſs which lets fortunate - 
Memnon know you have not forgotten bim : But yet theſe bappineſſes though 
they might ſatife 4 reaſonable ambition, canxot oppoſe the deſire I bave to ſes 
you 4941, and this impatience would perhaps bee prejudicial to the ſervice of 
the King my Maſter , if it were not fatall to his enenzes, and if it did not make 
me haſten their defeat, therby to haſten my return, I will ſee you again, my ado- 
red Princeſs, with the bope you grve mee that my alſence ſball not have changed 
my fortune, and that after the combats I have ſought far from you , I ſhall bave 
nathing to combat with when I am neer you, 


I knew that Oxyatres read theſe words with diſcontent, and when hee had ended 
them, he could not ſo well contain himſclf, but that litring up his eyes to Heaven hee 
cryed our ; O Memnon | Mult I in your good fortuue hind the ruine of Oxyatres ? 
Theſe words troub!ed me very ſenſibly , bur 1 was fo a great deal more , when turn- 
inz toward me, after he had given me my Letter. Couſin ſayd he, Memnon has reaſon 
to be ſatisfied, and I know no reaſonable man that would not with the better part of 
his bloud buy a felicity like his: I would it pleaſed the Gods, went heon, chat eyther 
Memnon had not prevenred me in the detign of ſerving Barſina , or that death mighe 
prevent my fear of ſerving her unproficably. This diſcourſe ſtruck to the bottom of 
my heart , where it pierced me with mortall ſtings, and though my contaſions made 
medſilent for a time, a trouble which I was not miſtrefle of, made me break ir, and loo» 
king upon Oxyatres with a reſenting eyc. Sir, ſaid I, your diſcourſe amazes me, and 
I had thought for divertiſements of this nature , you would have taken another object 
then Barſina» My divertiſcments ? Replied Oxyatres. Ah | Madam, give another 
name to the moſt inateriall imployments of my life. No indeed , *tis nor Barſina that 
ought be the objeR of my divertiſements , bur *tis Barfina who but too much for my 
repoſe is the objeR of all my thoughs , and of all my affcRions: this is a dedaration 
that diſpleaſes you, but*ris a declaration I am forced ro by a moſt ryrannicall power. 
Sir, ſaid I, (interrupting him) 1 am unworthy of the honour you do me, bat though I 
ſhould deſerve it, the good offices you did tor M-mnon are too freſh in your memory 
to have a thought ſo ſoon of deſtroying them. I ſ-rved Memnon in his ſait to you, 
anſwered the Prince, as long as I could without deſtroying my ſelf ; I would ſerve 
him yet with che hazard of my life, and you may thereby judge how great the violence 
of that paſſion is , which makes me croſle the fortune of a min whom I have ſodearly 
eſteemed ; I have often told you, and told you truly , that M: moon was very worthy 
of love ; but I never rold you, neither did I ever believe , that his good qualities ſhould 
forbid all others acceſle to Barſina , unleſs they could rake away their ſight, and their 
judgement for the knowledge of beauty : I will never conradi& what I have fayd to 
his advantage , but you will not think it ſtrange if I be 8$ induſtrious for my ſelf, as I 
have ſhewed my (elf for a friend : 1 wi!l ſp-ak ro you more modeltly of Oxyatres, 
then I did of M:mnon ; and if | prayſed him to you tor his valour, and his good qua» 
licies, it (hall be by nothing but my paſſion that T'le endeavour to recommend my elf. 
You are recommendable, replied I, both by your birth and vertue , and by many ex- 
cellent parts, and you ſhall ever be ſo to Barſina , both as the Kings brother , and as 
one of the perſons whom in all the world I onght moft co honvuur ; if I muſt anſwer ſe- 
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rioully to your words , you'l give mce leave to ſay that your change aſtoniſhes, acd 
affl As me both together,and that I cannot conſider theſe diffcrent proccedings witkent 
havi'g r<+ſon to complain of one of them : in the former you conformed your {e!t to 
thc Kings intention, to that of my friends, and if 1dare ſay fo, ever to mine own incli- 
narion, and in the ater you thwart all that you before had favoured. Hitherto,ſaid he, 
T hav+ carri- d wy fclfe <ither as a man without paſſion, or as a man that was maſter 
of it. 20 now Idolikea mn that is not'only paſſionate, but like a man that is a ſlave 
to his p Non; 1 for the reaſons you alleadge, have reſilted this affeRion which diſplea- 
{th yi-n, 18 innocent and asfull of reſpeRt as 1t is ; bur all my reſiſtance has ſcrv'd for 
nothi':g clſe bu: to retder it more violent, and more imperious : In ſhort, fair Barſi. 
ha. it 1s no loniger in my power to hinder my {clf from loving you, though to the con- 
fiderarion of Mcmnon, you ſhould joyn all thoſe that onght to be ſtrongeſt in me: and 
if by them you make me comprehend that I have done atniſs, and make mee know the 
reatneſs of my pain, yet can you neither cure me of it , nor make mce to repent my 
aulc. Buc Sir, replied I infinitely perplexe , what can you hope for from a perſon 
whoſe engagement is not unknown to you? And how great a glory ſoever it bh to 
me to be loved by the brother of my King, why do you reduce me to the neceſſity of 
bein ingratefall to your aff. Aion > I donat pretend, anſwered he, to bee conſidered 
by Burfin as the brother of Darius, and ſhould be unworthy of the honour to ſerve 
her, it 1 thought ro make uſe of other advantages, then thoſe my ſervices can give me; 
my birth has nothing that can ©x mpt me from ſeryirule, and I now proteſt before 
you, that T will never combar Mcmnons felicity, but by the teſtimonies of my paſſion, 
Give way to this deſign, ſince it cannot be diverted, and if T cannot bee loved by you, 
ſuffer me at leaſt rolove you , without making the «f\ of jr to be your averſion. 1 
muſt be fxin co ſuffer all, ſaid 1, from a perſon tro whom Iow all, but I cannot without 
n vcry {cn({ible griefe, acknowledge the honour you do me , in a ſeaſon when I cannot 
receive it without being the moſt faithleſs woman in the world. To theſe words 
2d £1 many others to diflwade him from his reſolution , but hee ſtill continued firm, 
a1: hy the reſt of our converſation made me ſufficiently underſtand that he would ve- 
ry hardly be withdrawn from it. After that day hee let flip no occaſion of expreſſing 
his love co me, and entertayned me with it every time he bad opportunity ; *twas a 
ways with 28 much reſpeRt as I could have exaRted from the meaneſt Perſian, and with 
ſ» good a grace that a perſon lefle preengaged would have found it very difficult to 
d:tend her ſelf againſt him ; bur being 1 was really poſſefled with an affcAtion to 
Memnon, which he had extreamly well deſerved, and that beſides that tie, 1 was ma» 
ny ways obliged by my honour, to keep the conſtancy I owed to him, I conld not res 
ceive the proofs of Prince Oxyatres love as other then canſes of a very juſt aflition 
I had liv'd ſome time in theſe diſcontents,when to bring me ſome conſolation in them 
Memnon returned to Perſepolis, after having done the King marvellous good ſervice 
in his Commiſſion, and brought the Rebells of Suſiana under a perfeR obedience : The 
King received him with great demonſtrations of friendſhip , all the Court welcem'd 
him wich a great deal of honoar, and 1 did all that modeſty and decency permitted me 
to teſtifie that his abſence had not altered my inclinations. He had determined in his 
return, todemand from my Father and from the King himſelf , the laſt cffe&s of their 
good wills, but at his arrivall he found che Court in preparations for the voyage that 
was thought upon for Scirhia, whither the King , exaſperated by the loſſe of certain 
troops that had been cut in peeces upon the frontiers, reſolved togo in perſon, and to 
take all the Royall family along with him. *Twas partly for that reaſon that the 
King had made him haſten his rerurn, and having diſcourſed with him in privat touch- 
ing his deſigns for that intended war, obliged him ro defer that of his marriage ; the 
little defire I had tocngage my ſelf under that yoke ſo ſuddenly , made me approve of 
his conſiderations. nor did I think it ſtrange that ſo warlike a ſpirit ſhould give it ſelf 
wholly to an Expedition of ſuch conſequence. He forgot nothing in che mean while, 
that conid make appear the greatneſle of his love, and exprefled the troubles our ſepa- 
ration had cauſed in him, in tearms that made mee think him yet more lovely then hee 
had ſeemed to mie before his departure. I would not entertain him ſo quickly =_ 
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the love of Prince Oxyatres, and believed he would know it but roo ſoon, without my 
being haſty to teli him of athing whick he could not hear without diſcontent z net- 
ther was it needfull 1 ſhould cake that care upon me, for the third day after his coming 
home Prince Oxyatres himſclfc ſaved me that labunr , he was confident it cou'd not 
be long e're he wou'd learn the truth , and therefore he reſolved te declare it to him 
himſclte in a faſhion ſomething extraordinary. 

Having found him at the Kings riſing in the Morning . he made much of F,im as he 
had been accuſtomed to do, though in his face a ſuſpicious body mighr have diſcovered 
the alteration of his heart , and baving intimated thar he had ag minde to talk» with him 
in private , he led him out of the Chamber into a Gallery cloſe by ; theic it» » rok 
three or four turns diſcourſing only of indiftcrent matters ; but when Prince Oxya- 
tres ſaw there was no company near, ard believed he might ſpeak withuur being over- 
heard , after having look'd iv M-nmon's face with an ation thet was not ordinaty, he 
began thus: You would be ftrucken, brave Menon, at the diſcourſe ] have to make 
to you, if you had not a courage great enough to hear ſtanger Novelties withour bring 
daunted ; and yet perchance, for all you are ſo accuſtomed toall maner of — 
will not be able to heare the confeſſion 1am going tomake without being ſurpriſed 3 
Iwas willing it ſhould be rather from my own mcuth then any other bodies, that you 
ſhould be informed of the « ff-nce I have done you , fince in avowing it , I may repre» 
ſent my weakneflc to you b+tter then another, and alledge the power that has made me 
faulty roward you. Ina word , Valiant Mcmnon, I love Barſina, and 'tis only by che 
lofle of my liberty I have off n{«d you. The Gods are my witneſſes , that for yeur 
conſideration 1 defended my (cife a long time , and that the remembrance of what I 
ow'd toyou, tc our friendſhip. and to the ſervices you have done the Pe: fran Empire, 
made me for a great while cppoſe the violence of a p«ſſion, which is become too impe- 
rious to be refifted zny longer : Ilove Barſina, and it wirhour dying 1 could keep my 
{cif- from loving her , 1 would certainly do it for your ſake ; but ſince 'ris an atcempe 
Icannot hepe for over my ſe)fe, being fo far engaged , fuffer what my deſtiny has or- 
dained inſpire of me. and ſuff-r him 10 be yuur Rivall, who hasever been your Fricnd, 
and whoſe ancient affcRion 18 not alienated by the birth of rhis nzw one. Oxyatres 
perhaps would have ſayd more , if the ſadnefſe he obſerv'd in Memnons face at fo un- 
expeRted a diſconrie,had not hindred him from going on; in «ff-& he was {o ſurpris'd, 
and fo afflited together, that as he afcerward confeſled to me , he in all the accidents of 
his life, had never been in ſoſtrange = perplexity. He had alwayes born a great reſpeR, 
and even a greataffion to the perſon of Prince Oxyatres ; but he had ſo great a zeale 
and ſo great a love to the King, to whom he believed he ow?'d all that was poſſible, hat 
he held whatſoever concern'd him, in a moſt ſacred veneration; that was it that cau- 
{:4 his moſt ſenſible diſcontent, and lie made it ſufficiently known to the Prince by his 
filence , and by the alteration that appear'd in kis countenance ; yet having a mighty 
ccarage, he ſtrove roreceive it with dejeRion, and lifting up his eyes from the ground, 
where he long had k« pt them fixe, to turn them upon Oxyatres face, he anſwered him 
n theſe tearms; With what greatneflſ© of courage ſoever you are pleaſed to flatter me, 
you ought not to think it ſtrange, Sir, that in the confeſſion you have made me, I find 
mack matter of griefe, and of aſtoniſhment ; 1 am aſtoniſhed that a Prince to whom 1 
am mdcbred for a part of my happynefle , and whom by a zeale nor inconfiderable , I 
thonght I had obliged tu my proce tion, rather ther ro my ruine, ſhould have changed 
his inclinations for my deſtruRtion, and (hi u'd go abour to take that from me with in- 
humanity, which 1 belicved 1 held fiom the King, and from himſelfe, rather chen from 
the merit of my perſon, or that cf my ſervices ; nnd 1 am afflicted thar Fortune having 
will coraiſe mc up a Rivall, ſhou'd haverais'd me up the only man chat I could fear, 
and the only man that could tryumph. over me by all waner of advantages; if among 
all the Perſians, or perhaps among all the Inhabicants of Aſia, any other but Prince Ox- 
yatres, ſhould unjaſtly aſſault my Fortune, I would without doubt defend it, and de- 
fend it perbaps to his contuſion ; 1 would make uſe of thoſe Arms which are dayly im- 
ployed for the ſervice of your Houſe , I would make uſe of a good number of generous 
Friends, and for my oreateſt advantage I would make uſe of that friendſhip wherewirh 
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you heretofore have honoured me ; but being to diſpute it againſt Prince Oxyatres,I can 
draw no maner of aſſiſtance, neither from thoſe Arms I weare to fight tor him and his, 
nor from that friendſhip which his paſſion has cruelly extinguiſhed : I cannot. Sir, I 
cannot diſpute any thing againſt you, and you may take Barſina from me , both by the 
Runs of your Birth and Authority, and by the merit of -=_ perſon : Iknow that 
ought to yield ro you in all things. yer can | not yield Barſina without giving my life 
up ro you with her ; the reſpect I ow you has not that Empire upon my love, but if my 
life be contrary toyour fatisfaRion, I know how to give it you with the ſame courage, 
that makes hazard it every day for the ſcrvice of all that has relation to you. Oxyatres 
was touched with theſe words, but they wrought no «ff. upon his paſſion, and bein 
willing to exprefle his intentions to Memnon : Ido not pretend, fayd he, that my 
Birth, and the Ranke I hold in Perſia, (hould give me any advantages over you;atid for 
the Conqueſt of Barſina, I'le make no uſc of that which I account to be below her, and 
below your Vertue; if youcan fear me fora Rivall, *tis only as the Lover of Barſing, 
and not as the Brother of Darius , for 1 mcan not to diſpute her againſt you by the 
Kings Authority , nor by that | may have my ſclfe in his Dominions, but only by my 
ſervices , and by the proofs of my aft:&Fion. You have yct an abſolute advantage over 
me, and you ſee me underrake that with very little hope , which you have juſtly, and 
happily obtained : The Victory is yours when 1do but begin to fight , and Barſina's 
heare which Iafſault with feeble forces, is quite o'recome already by the merit, and by 
the love of Mcemnon ; *ris in this poynt hat my condition is as much to be implored as 
yours 1s glorious , and that if you ought to look upon a Rivall whoever was your 
Friend, *tis rather with compaſſion then with reſentment. Mcmnon was a little flat- 
tred with theſe words , but they were not able toſatisfie him , and he was going tore» 
ply with a countenance diſcontented enough , when the King who was gotten ready, 
while they were talking, broke off cheir converſation by coming into the Gallety with 
a greatdeale of company. Mcmnon who was ſcized with an extraordinary ſadnefle, 
and who felc himſclfe uncapableof any pleaſing entertainment , would nor ſtay nexr 
the King in that humour, but finding means to ſlipaway in the crowd, went out of the 
Palace, and came into my Chamber juſt as I was dreſſed , to make me acquainted with 
his trouble. ! preſently ſaw it in his face, and gu: fled the cauſe, when he declared ic to 
me himſelfe in ſuch paſſionate tearms , that he exceedingly redoubled my affliion by 
the knowledge of his ; he ar firſt made ſome complaints for my having concealed a 
thing of ſuch importance from him, but I contented him by ſaying, that my care of his 
quiet had obliged mero it, and that ſince ic was an unwelcome Newes , I had deſired 
he ſhould hear it rather from che mouth of another , then from mine. He could not 
keep himſelfe chat day from going alictle beyond the limits of chart moderation which 
was very naturall co him , and after having complained of his Fortune , and of Prince 
Oxyatres who came to croſle him ſo unjuſtly. Madam, fayd he, it Prince Oxyatres 
will conteſt with me only by his love,and by his ſcrvices,oughr I to fear he can deprive 
me by thoſe wayes, of what I hold from your goodnefle alone ? and ought Ito fear that 
you will look upon the advantages he his over me, to my deſtruiun? Ah! if this 
tear be lawfull ,as you deſire the favonr of the Gods give me ſome knowledge of ir,and 
ſaffcr me not to conſerve my life a minute after the lofle of my hopes. In another rea- 
ſon, replyed I, I would ro: exfily have pardoned this diſcou:ſe , nor do I think that by 
any of my aQtions I have given you any juſt cauſe toſuſpe me of inconſtancy : I ſhall 
know how to render unto Prince Oxyatres what I ow to the Kings Brother , without 
forgetting that I ow all to Memnon ; and though with his love and ſervices, he ſhould 
alſo imploy his Auchority , and that of the King his Brother, he ſhou!d not be able to 
deprive you of what you have ſo lawfully acquired. If ic prove ſo (fayd Memnon, bet- 
ter ſatisfied then before ) as without doubt it will, ſince my fair Princcfſe promiſes 1t 
me, I wi'lro more lament my deſtiny, but ſhall account Prince Oxyatres his love, ra- 
ther an effc& of Barſina's merit , then of my ill fortune. He was comforted on this 
maner by the promiſes I rcitterated to prefer him while I liv'd , before all the perſons 
in the World. He was many times upon the poynt to haſten our Marriage, thereby to 


break Oxyatres his pretenſions, but then he beliv'd he could not do it handſomely , at- 
ter 
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ter he himſelfe had declared to the King,that he would ſtay til the return of that Voy- 

e, for which all the Court was making preparations, and he judged that by that pre» 

iegtion contrary to his former deſign, he ſhould exaſperate Prince Oxyatres whom 
he infinitcly conſidered, and incite him to go beyond the tearms he had propoſed ; thi (e 
Reaſons retarded it , and in the mean time he ſuffred the yiſits Prince Oxyatres made 
me, by the 2flarances I gave him every day , that he could not draw any lawfull cauſe 
of fear from them ; they often met in my company , and I uſed Oxyarres ſtill with 
great reſpe, and Memnon as I had been wont to do before Oxyatres was concerned. 
Oxyarres ſhewed very much diſcontent at it, and expreſſcd it in moſt paſſionate com» 
plaints, when he was alone with me , bur his reſenements never made him flic out a- 
gainſt Memnon, nor agaioſt me ; he kept ſtill in the reſolution he had taken to imploy 
nothing to his advantage, but his love and his (crvices: In the Interim he carried not 
bis paſſion ſo ſccrerly, but chat it was quickly taken notice of by the whole Court,and 
came alſo co the Kings Knowledge, 

Thar great Prince who cheriſh?d Memnon, both through a ſtrong inclination, and 
through a juſt acknowledgement of his ſervices, who had particularly favoured him 
in his deſign upon me, and who had moreover engaged him(clf to ſupporc him in it to 
the utrermolt, heard rhis news with ſome diſpleaſure, and as ſoon as hee ſaw Prince 
Oxyarres, teſtitied to him by reaſonable ſharp words, that he had diſobliged him, by 
by croſſing the »f. ions of a perion that was ſadear and fo conſiderable ro him as 
Memnon. Princc Oxyatres who had prepared himſclf for that event, hearkned to the 
Kings reproof without interruption, and when he had done ſpeaking ; Sir, ſayd he, if 
my love to Barſina were an eff- of my will, I ſhould be faulty in chwarting the inten» 
tions you have in favour of Memnon ; bur fince it is by conſtraint 1 yeeid, yoa can only 
accuſe Barſina's charunes for their violence upon me ; If I could ceaſe to love her, I 
would do fo co plcaſe you, bur ſince that effeR of the complacepcy I ow to your Maje- 
ſties deſires, can never be in my power ; permit-me, Sir, to.ſuffer a pzin, for which I 
will uſe no remedy that M-mnon himſclt can juſtly diſapprove. You will therby be 
better ſerved then you were formerly, Memnon ro maintain himſclf in your afteFion 
and in your eſteem to the p'equdice of Oxyatres, will ſecond the firſt ations hee hath 
done for your ſcrvice, by others greater, and of more importance ; and Prince Oxya- 
tres whom the glory and fortune of M:mnon have pricke with emulation , will ſcek 
the occaſions uf making himſeif as conſiderable by his valour, as hee is by the honour 
of being brother to Dx ius ; we ſhall ſtrive who can be forwardct ro fight for you in 
the war to which we are going to march , and if Barſina can yer bee diſputed againſt 
Mcmnon, wee (hal! both ot us endeavour to purchaſe her with our bloud , and with 
thar of your Majcſties enemics. Yon have no need of that morive, replied the King, 
to ations of vilour which are ordinary to you , and the Perſians confider you no lefle 
for your verrues, then for your birth ; burneicher of them can diſpenſe with mee for 
what I ow to Memnon, and wichour ingratitude, I cannot for th= paſſions of cay bro- 
ther, nonor for my own , loſe the remembrance of his ſervices, nor that of che pro- 
miſe I have made to favour him in hislove to Barſina : if after this knowledge of my 
intentions, any other bur my brother ſhould go about to crofſe them, I would dpp"e 
his with al! my authority, and would p-rchance make him repent his litcle conſidergti» 
on of my will ; bur fince 'tis trom a brother , and from a brother who is very dear to 
te, that I receive this diſreſpe&, 1 will content my (elf w:th praying him as his bre- 
ther, to lay afide ſo unjuſt a paſſion, it he can poſſibly, and if hee perſiſt in ir, noc to 
hope for any ſupport o- »ſſiſtance from me, to the prejudice of whac I ow te Mem- 
non and to my word, No Sir, anſwered the Prince, I demand nothing of your Maje- 
ſy bur the permiſſion to ſerve Bur(ina, and I proteſt to you chat thae favour ſhall ne- 
ver produce any «fect you can havecauſe to diſapprove. I have already cold you, faid 
the King, that I would not aſe my authority to force your inclinations ; bue neither 
will you thiok ir ſtrange , that I leave Barſina in the liberty of hers, and chat I grant 

, ſolong as he (hall carry himſelf as he hath done hitherto, all che teſtimenics 
ef my affeQion he can in reaſon demand. Such was the diſcourſe between the King 
and the Prince his brother, which Oxyatres was not overmuch ſatisfied, but he nw. 
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bled his trouble the beſt he conld and that very day being come to viſit me, he told me 
part of that converſation. 

While theſe things paſſed on this maner, there were great preparations for the Sci- 
thian Expedition, in which the King reſolved to take the Royall family with him, and 
by his example , the chicf of thoſe that went the voyage took their wives and daugh- 
ters with them, to wait upon the Queens and Princeſſes, who for all they were fo 
yong, were expoſed to the hardſhip ot that journey. True itis, that the magnificence 
and commodiouſaeſs of their Tents, and of cheir Chariots made it almoſt as cafic as the 
abode in Towns, and the King beleeved it no ſmall mark of his Greatneſs , ro bee able 
to remove whitherſoever he went, a Court as full of pomp, as that he had ar Perſepolis, 
My mother, my ſiſters, and my ſelf , were of therutber of thoſe that made that voy- 
age, and with us Roxana, Iſpatia, the daughtersof M:ntor, and many other of the 
fayreſt; and moſt principall Ladies of Perſia, whom yuu fince have known, Oxyatres 
and Memnon expreſſed an cquall ſatisfation , when they knew they ſhould go to the 
war without being parted from me,and that I ſhould be in a maner preſent at the ARi- 
ons they meant todo in emulation, to make themſclves worthy of my affeion. Thoſe 
were the tearms they were pleaſed to uſe ; and when the day of our ſetting forward 
was come, Oxyatres addreſſing himſclt ro M:mnon in my preſence : Memnon, fayd 
he, the time draws neer when we ſhall diſpute for Barſina, by the ways that are per- 
mitred me : you have acquired a brave and a juſt reputation , which is it thar flatters 
Barſina in your favour, and ſhe beleeves with a great deal of reaſon , that a man leſſe 
valiant, or at Jeaſt lefſc famous then Memnon, is rot worthy of her affeicn : perhaps 
I paſſe in her opinion for « man of lictle valour, but1 hope fortune will new give mee 
the occaſions ro make her know that I am not born wirhout courage. I know have 
not undertaken an eaſie enterpriſe, in propoſing to my {clf zo win a fame in this Expe» 
dirion equall ro that of yours; but 1 muſt eyther die, or be accounted by Barſina to bee 
as valianc aS Memnon. Weel charge ehe Enemy together , weel ſtrive who ſhall he 
zard himſelt turtheft in ſeeking glory, and he thar can make moſt Scitkians periſh un» 
der his ſword, ſhall be called moſt worthy of Barſina : ſo it is wee ought to conteſt for 
her, and he that ſhall gain her by his {word , may boaſt that he hath more gloriouſly 
acquired her, then if ſhe were h's only by the Kings favour, or by the favour of Arta- 
baſus. Oxyatres ſpake on this maner, and Memnon replied with a great deal of mo» 
deſty : Sir, I neyther ought nor will diſpute any thing againſt you, and I reckon both 
my vilour and my reputation much inferiour to yours ; it ſhall not be with an intenti- 
on to equall you, that Ile aſſault the Scithiars in your company , but fince you are 
pleaſed I ſhould wait upon you , perchance I ſhall go on far encugh to conſerve that 
glory Fortune has given me, and (hall do it without other deſign then that of conting- 
ing ro-the King and your ſelf, thoſe ſervices whetby I had hoped for Barſina, by his 
approbation and by yours. You are more modc{t then T, anſwered Oxyatres, but you 
ſuffer-your ations to ſpeak , when mine are ſilent, and rhe ſatisfaRion of your mind 
renders you free from thoſe fits of paſſion, which carry mee, without doubt beyond 
my ſelf ; butbe it how it may, Vie do my b«ſt eyther to execute my propoſitior's, of 
todeliver you quickly of a Rivall. They had ſome other diſcomſcs in wy preſence, 
and within a little »f:er rook horſe with the whole Court, which departed that day 
from Perſcpolis : Þ will not talk ro you of the magnificer ce of cur troups , and of the 
Kings equipage, of the number of his guards, and cf his Chario:s ; you know, Sir, in 
what maner he was wont to march, and you ſince have heard char it wis with a powp 
worthy of the greateſt King in the World , and with rwo kundred chanf{and fighting 
meri, that we advanced toward the Araxis. It was in that Expedition that Prince Ar- 
taxerxes firſt bore Arms , and *rwas in the [ame field that Prince Oroondates made his 
glorious Apprenticeſhip both in Love and War. We took long matches toward the 
Araxis, where our paſſage was prepared, and during all the voyage neyther Oxyarres 
nor Metnnon were ever from mee, bur at thoſe timcs they were forced ro ſpend mn 
their everall charges. Oxyatres who had a deſire to. make himſelt remarkable in. e 
mulition of Memnoh;'prayd the King his brother , rogive them equailimpioiments, 


to the end that with forces and'commands alike,thcy might make rhcir valour _ 
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without advantage ; and though M-mnon very modeſtly refuſed that equality with 
Oxyatres, yer did he accept of ir at che defire of that Prince, and peradventure what 
reſpeR ſoever hee reftihed roward him , hee had no great repugnance againſt ic. The 
King divided all his Cavalry into two parts, eachot which conſiſted of ſc ven or eight 
and twenty thouſand horſe, an1 ſer thoſe rwo valiant Commanders at the head of 
them with an <quall authority. Mazeus had the Command of all the Infantry, and 
Prince Arrabaſus my Father was the Kings Lievtenant Generall of the whole Army; 
the lictle knowledge | have, even in the tearms of war, hinders mee from ſpeaking of 
the march of our Army, and of our firſt ſucceſſes. After a great many of dayes we came 
to the bank of the Araxis, 2nd upon Bridges of Boats that were prepared , our Forces 
paſſed that River.and eacamped in the Territories tar obeyed the King of Scithia. The 
King and the chi:t Commanders would have had the Ladies ſtay on this fide the River, 
bat they all rogerher oppoſed that motion , and the Queens proteſted that fince the 
King had brought them ſofar, they would follow him whither ſo ever he went. You 
know, Sir, all that paſlcd of any conſe quence at that time, and I will only tell you and 
the Princeſs your filter , who is much lefſe inſtruted in chem, thoſe matters wherein I 
have ſome intereſt. We hardly were beyond the River, when we heard that the King 
your Father with all the forces of Scithia, was comming to meer us, and the next day 
afcer our Scouts diſcovered your foremoſt Troups, who cxme to encamp within half a 
dayes march of ours. You are not ignorant, Sir, of ail the skirmiſhes that happened 
in thoſe beginnings, and as you made your ſelf renowned by a thouſand gallant ati» 
ons on your fide, on ours yong, Artaxerxcs in thoſe firſt trialls of his Arms, acquired a 
marvellous reputation : but Oxyatres and Memaon pricke with emnlation, and enga= 
ged by the propoſitions they had made, ran on mn:ually ro extraordinary exploits, 
and by the report of thoſe that came off thoſe ſervices, did ations that were altogether 
wonderfull. Perchance-you may remember one encounter, which was the moſt blou» 
dy of all that pafſed beyond the Araxis, and which might deſerve the name of a Bate» 
tell, chough the whole Armies foughc not in it, ſince on both fides there were above 
twenty thouſand men left dead upon the place: I remember it very we'll , ( ſfayd Oro- 
ontes interrupting Barſina) it was to gain ariſing ground which was cf advantave to 
each party, that the Cavalry was inſenſibly engaged ; we conteſted for it with a great 
deal of bloud, and there ic was I received my firſt wound. The Troups, went on Bare 
fina, were already mingled, and (1ughrer hid brought diſorder amongſt them, wien 
Prince Oxyatres ſeeing M:mnon, who blouly all over , hewed open his piflige with 
his ſword amongſt your men, came up to him with a loud cry, and placing himſelf by 
his fide ; Mcmnon, ſayd he, do you ſee yon'd rd Srandard, about which the greareſt 
force of the Scitbians appears, an1 where withour doubr their moſt conſiderable Cx= 
ptains fight in perſon ? Memnon hxving coſt his eye that way where Oxyatres point» 
ed ; Ice it, anſwered he, and if | be not deerived *tis the King of Scichia's own Stans 
dard, fince there are ſo great a number of men that defend it. There it is, replied Ox= 
yatres, that we muſt ſcek for Buifini, or for death ; we muſt either periſh, or bring off 
that glorious mark of valour. Lers On Mcimnnon 5 and ſee fo ww hich of ins Forrune will 
ive that advantage. Saying theſe words hee flew with his {word in his hand into the 
midſt of the Scichians , and M<mnon excited with ſome reſ-ntment for ſeeing himſelf 
prickt with honour in ſuch an occaſion, wn fſtead of a06\wering, ran whither glory calld 
him with an imp-cuouſacſs like his ; I have heard chem ſ:y who wete preſent at this 
aQion that never two men fought more generouſly ; rat emn'arion had like ro have 
been farall toboth of them, and they ruſhed headlong into 4211-78, where in all pro- 
bability they ſhould have mer with death ; bur Fortune was more favourable ro them, 
and thoſe that followed them were fo animated by th-ir ex1mple. thr they broxk the 
Scithian Squadron in that place , and the thrung of thoſe char enviren d ch. Srandurd, 
up2n which they h14 (zt theiraim , being op-ned by their fury, thy char def-nd-d ir 
neerer were either roared or cut in pezces, 2nd he that bore *t, ws boron {wn with 
two blows given him at the fame time by M:mnon and Oxya:res ; th: y both c222%4 
upon ir at the ſam? inſtint, but as ſoon as M:mnon caſt his -ye upo72 Ovvarres, h- pold 
back his hand which he had thruſt forth , and being willing to yeeld him the glory of 
8 K that 
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that 2Fion; The Standard, Sir, ſayd he, is yours, and mine che honcur of having ſe- 
conded you. No Mcmnon, replyed Oxyatres, I will not rob you of your part in a glo- 
ry which is equiil between us , and I am notill ſatisfied to divide it withyou 2 With 
theſe words he gave the Standard into the hand of thoſe that followed them, and turn- 
ing another way, carryed new markes of his Valour thither. Here Oroondates inter- 
rupting Barſina : That which you tell me, ſayd he, is very true,"twas indeed the Kings 
Standard which we loſt in that encounter, and *twas a Nephew of Arſacomes that car- 
ryed it; but the King my Father was not in the field that day, and he comforted him- 
{c1fe for the loſſe of his Standard by the gaining of chat piece of ground, for which we 
had fought. 

In all other occafions (purſued Barſina) Prince Oxyatres did almoſt on the ſame f4- 
ſhiony and he hardly ever ſaw any danger into which he invited not Memnon, and into 
which he did not precipitate himſelfe with kim : Memnon ſought not thoſe occafions, 
but being ſtung to the quick, neither did he avoyd them, and though in his diſconrſe he 
yielded all to Oxyatres , yet he diſputed all with him by his aRions ; this maner of 

roceeding had like often to have been their deſtrution, and was the cauſe that 
voor, committed faults in poynt of their commands , by fixing themſelves too 


eagerly upon particular ations. The King .himſelfe blamed them for it many times, | 


but it was hard to convert Oxyatres , who had nndertaken either to eclipſe the glory 
of Memnon by the luſtre of hisown , or make him periſh in the dangers to which he 
expoſed him dayly , or force him to quit his pretenſions to me by the difficulties he 
raiſed him up. In the mean while they both ſaw me every day , and Prince Oxyatres 
expreſſed his paſſion to me by ſuch obliging , and ſuch pleaſing markes, that if indeed 
I had not been prepoſleſſed, and prepoſleſied with a great deale of juſtice, I ſhould not 
have been unſenſible of it. He chanced to be one day alone with me , and taking his 
time to entertain me with more liberty then he did in company : Shall I never bend 
you? (fayd he to me) and will you ſee me languiſh eternally at your feet, without te- 
ſtifying at leaſt that my pains are not unpleaſing to you ? Any other body but your 
ſelfe, if they were not ſenſible of love, would yet be touch'd with compaſſion, and not 
let her ſc)fe be ſo far dazled with a firſt affteRtion, but that ſhe would (till havecyests 
Judge of thoſe that love and ſerve her : Is my paſſion, or my perſon the more deſpica- 
ble, becauſe another lov'd you before m2? and may I not repair for the time tocome, 
what Tloſt in times paſt , by having imployed ſome years of my life in other occaſions, 
then thoſe of your ſervice ? Muſt Mcmnon's Genius have ſo great adventages over that 
of Oxyatres? And _ mult I be born to be his ſlave, and he to be my conquerour 
and my Maſter ? Youare born, Sir. anſwered I, for greater matters then thoſe in which 
you now imploy your ſelfe ; and 1am born with all maner of inclinations to konour 
you 3$ I ought to do. Do not believe, Sir, that Iam unſenſible of the proofs of your 
affeQion, I receive them with much acknowledgement and reſpeR,and the advantages 
I give to Memnen, proceed from an ancient and alawfull Engagement, and not a pre- 
ferring of his paſſion before yours z if I were tycd to you in che ſame maner, and that 
among men there could one be found, who by Birth, or by the Qualities of his Perſon 
might be accounted above you , I would nndoubtedly diſdain him , to keep my ſelfe 
exaftly within the conſtancy I ſhould ow to you; and perchance I ſhonld not have 
thoſe thoughts of acknowledgement and reſpe for him, which I have for you. Ah ! 
cryed the Prince, how cruell are thoſe thoughts of reſpe& to Oxyatres? and how little 
is it by them that his love ought to be requited, in the condition tro which it has now 
ſubje&ed him? caſt but your eyes upon that T bear to you, and donot kill thoſe hopes 
to which my life is faſtned, by an unſenſiblenefle which in vain you would diſguiſe ; I 
might be ſatisfied with the Reaſons you alledge, if I were upon other tearms, andif 
were wounded with a light affeAion , but in the ſtate I am reduced to by the violence 
of mine , I can live by nothing but the hope of being loved by the Princefle Barſina. 
As heended theſe words, he took one of my hands which was more then he uſed to 
do, and keeping it by force, put his mouth upon it, and keld it there ſo long , that 
Memnon coming then into my Chamber , found him in thar poſture. Although I be- 
lieve that Memnon was confident enough of my affeRion , to draw no jealouſie pom 
at 
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that ation, yet was I ſo out of countenance, and fo vext together for having beeri fup- 
priſed in that condiien, that I could not diſcmble my aſtoniſhment, nor my croubts 
the two Princes eaſily obſerv'd ic by the colour that came into my face , bur M gon 
ſturg to the quick at that unplcaſing ſight , and taking that co'onr to he an (ff & of 
ſhame for his coming in, could n-t ſo well contain himſelfe , but that he (hew'd fume 
part of his reſentment. Buſbhnor M:dam , fayd he ro me, Prince Oxyatres do:'s well 
deſerve to have that granted in the beginning of his love , which is not due to M:m- 
non after a ſervice of many years : Theſe words, in which I found a'great deate of 
ſharpneſſe, coming out of M:mnons mouth. touched me very deeply, atid being defi- 
rous to let him know it was rot with my conſcne that Oxyatres had obraiy'd that free- 
dome. T hat which I grant not to Memnon, replyed [, I grant rono body, and cis by 
other markes I would teſtifie my reſpeA to Prince Oxyatres , then by libertics he his 
taken againſt my will. Mcmnon found ſcme fatisfation in theſe words, but Oxyatres 
was terribly netrled by them , and could not ſee the care I took to juſtific my ſelfe to 
Mcmhon in his preſence, withont agreat deale of trouble ; I ſaw his conntenance alter, 
and afrer he had ſtayd 4 while ro make himſelfe Maſter of his reſentments : Mc<mnon, 
ſayd he, 1s worthy of rhe Errpire he has over your minde, and his foftune would not 
be great enough , if you werenot ſo carefull ro make him (ce your innocence. Yes 
Mcmnen, *twas by force that indifcreer Oxyatres kiſſed Barſ1na's hand , and to repait 
my fault Iam oblig'd ro endeavour her juſtification : With theſe words he went out 
of my Chamber not ſtaying for any reply, and left me in a greater cohfuſion then I was 
betore ; although ! rook no pains to hide from him my inclinations' to Memnon, yet 
was | extreamly troubled , that Oxyatres had taken my care to juſtifie my ſelfe , pro- 
ceeding from my. complacency for him ; and indeed to take it fo , that carriage had 
ſomething that was diſob!igirg to Oxyatres, but he took it ſo ill from me, that of may 
ny dayes he aw me not again, and by an cff-& of anger, and of j-alouſie, he began then 
tohare Memyen , with whom cill char time had ever kept in rearms of eſteem, and in 
ſome reminders of goud will ; by little and little he grew more cold to him, and in 
the end hardly fpoke ro him ar all. This came co the knowledge of rhe King, and of 
the whole Court . and the King uſed hisurmoſt power to ſerrle che minde of Oxya- 
tres, bur he was rot able, and that jealous Prince cenld not without a violent indigna» 
tion b-ho!d * Riva!f thar had ſo great advantages over him. His anger againſt me was 
quickly d:{ſip:ired , and he payd me my viſits again more conſtantly then ever : *Twas 
abour thac time, Sir, that our Army was inf: d with a Diſcaſe which deſtroyed a great 
part of it beyond the Araxis , and took away Darius his hopes of the progreſle he 
thought ro have made in Scirhiaz we thereupon repaſſed that River, leaving your 
helds covered with many thouſand Perſians, and returned into our own Territories, 
whither you followed us preſently afrer, and encamped within a little diſtance of our 
Army ; There it was that many memorable ations paſſed , there it was that you aſ- 
faulted cur Camp by night, ard there it was that I began to be indebted to you, 
ſince 1 was one of rhe number of thoſe Ladies that happened to be in the Queens Tent 
when both ycnr fortune and ours breu+ he you thither to ſave us from the violence © 
the Scithiars , ard to make ycu fall your (clfe into the power of our fair Princefle, 
There it was that T firſt (1w you in a condition , that cou'd charm and terrifie both to- 
gether, and chat among all thoſe ro whom your ſight was ſo favourable, I perhaps was 
(he who had the molt grarefull thoughts for ſo conſiderable a ſervice ; I will not fay a- 
ny thing more to you of that enconnrer, nor of the «ffeRs it produced in us, finee that's 
not the rhino you defire from my diſcourſe, and that I ought only to tie my ſclfe to my 
particular Adventures. 

Oxyatres and Mcmnon ſtrove who ſhould ſpend moſt of the time with me, which 
they had free from imploymencs of the War ; but with a diff-rent ſucceſle, for all that 
Ifaw really great, and really lovely an the Perſon of Prince Oxyatres , was never capa» 
ble to make me forget what I owed to my former aff-Qionz yer I confefle I was not 
inſenfible of that ke bore ro me,and that ic was not without ſome diſcontent I ſaw him 
ſoill ſatisfied, bur I could do no more then pity him, and entreat him as much as poſli- 
bly I was able, togive over a deſign in which he could not perſevere, if he had a good 
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opinion of me 3 he would fly into paſſion at thoſe requeſts inſtead of diſpofing him- 
ſelfe to grant them, and in the mean time he was ſo exaſperated againſt Memnon, that 
he could no ſuffer him but as an Enemy ; yet would he never make nſe of thoſe 
advantages his Birth afforded him, and though he met him with me every day , his re- 
ſpe to me kept him ſtill within his former rearms , and hindred him trom ſhewing 
his alteration otherwiſe then by his coldnefle and his filence ; but at Court, and in ©- 
ther places he took a greater liberty, and gave Memnon cauſes of complaint, which he 
never would have endured from any body but Darius his Brother , he could not ſuffer 
his Valour to be ſpoken of with theſe praiſes that were wont tobe given it, and when 
occafion of that diſcourſe happened in his preſence he lefſened the worth of it as much 
as poſſibly he could. The King was talking one day upon that ſubje& with the 
and a great many other perſons , and after that npon ſome encounter which had paſſed 
a few dayecs before, he had ſayd all to Memnon's advantage, that truth, and the affeQi- 
on wherewirh he honoured him very eſpecially could pur into his mouth , the Prince 
Jealous and impatient,net being able to hear the continuation of that diſcourſe, where- 
in he ſeemed to be particularly concern'd. Memnun ( fayd he to the King ) is valiant, 
but there are a great many of your SubjeRs whoſe valour isnot inferiour to his ; if 
there be any ſervice done Memnon goes neither further, nor more boldly on then we; 
but though a good part of the danger be ours, the glory is intirely his, and perchanceir 
would be ſought for with more hazard, if it were diſtributed with more juſtice. The 
glory of Memnon , replyed the King, does no injury to yours , and ſolong as you had 
no other intereſt, you never went about to oppoſe it; *tis nothing but your own 
chatge that makes you unjuſt your ſcIfe, while you accuſe others of injuſtice , and that 
qmakes you commit a faule, which you would have judged unworthy of you when yuu 
had your reaſon nndiſtu bed. Oxyatres bluſhed at this Anſwer of the Kings , bu re- 
hindred him from replying, as without doubt he would have done to any other 
bedy. This diſcourſe was related ro Memnon , who heard it without being moved, 
out of rhe reſpe& and love he bore to the Kings Perſon, and as often as they told him 
fy ſuch paſſages, or that he received any new pioofe of Oxyatres his hatred, Iam very 
unfortunate (would he ſay) to be hated by the Brother of my King, but h Oxy+- 
tres ſhould kill me with his own hand , I will never hate the Brother of Darius. This 
charaRer of reſpe& and love was graven ſodeeply in his heart , that he ſcarceſomnch 
as murmared be fore me againſt his Perſecutor , and he was yet more ſtrongly conkir- 
med in that humour, by a very odde event which Fortune ſent him. He was abroad 
with five or fix hundred upon ſome deſign he had , when he met a Party of Sci- 
ians much greater then his, and _ with lefſe prudence then he was wont to 
w in other Encounters, engaged himſclfe in fight , while by his valour he counter- 
ballanced the inequali of number » he was charged and ſurrounded by another Squa- 
dren of the Enemy, whereby the firſt was ſeconded, and though for the ViRtory, or for 
is ſafety he did extraordinary exploits , his life had been in manifeſt danger , it the 
had not broughe Prince Oxyatres thither, who was gone forth that morning 
with a thouſand Horſe. The Prince having a while beheld that unequal! combat, frem 
a higher ground , preſently learn'd the truth from a Horſe-man, - that was running + 
way to ſave himſelfe , and when he knew that Fortune working to his advantage was 
going to free him of a Rivall, in the defeat of a ſmall body of thoſe of his , he was 
at the ſame time aſſaulted with very different thoughts; that preſſing diſquiet put him 
inſtantly io a ſweat , ard he by his ation made thoſe that were about him ſee in how 
great a conflit he was. Let's ſtay (fayd he to himſelfe) till Meennon be killed , before 
we give our Party the reliefe we are bound rodo , when my Rivall is dead , 1'le fave 
thoſe thar are lefr, and will do that for his revenge, which my love forbids to do for his 
reſcue- This was his firſt ſuggeſtion , bur his Vertue, and the urgent neceſſity would 
nor ſuffer him to continue long in it. O Fortune my Enemy ! cryed he, why didk 
thou not guide me to ſome other place ? and fince I was to ſuccour my Rivall , why 
didſt thou not make him periſh before he w3s in a condition to be the better for it ? 
Saying theſe words, he commanded to ſound a charge, and fall upon the Scithians with 
a fury which they were not able to ſuſtain ; in ſhort they were quickly routed, and at- 
eter 
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ter having loſt a great many of their men, they lefe the Field and the ViRtory to Prince 
Oxyatres, and to Memnon his life , and the means to know his Delivertr : 'T yas not 
—_—  gricke _ faw A. indebted to his Rivall tp 3 but being ko 
had neither ingratitude nor pride, he was willing to appear c of that obligation, 
as he was bonnd to be , and turning toward the Prince with an ationaccompanyed 
with all ſigns of acknowledgement : Sir , ſayd he , my life is yours, and I ſhould fay 
you had gain'd irby ge ge hey yr » if by all rmaner of rights you 
were no: in poſſeſſion of it before ; but in offrmg nt I «ffer you nothing that was net 
Ne Pay and nothing which you and yours might not ever difpoſc of with moſt 
© re. 

The Prince who had done an aftion which he eonld not rejoice at , though his ver- 
tue forbad him to repent it, ſeemed lirrle ſenſible of Memnons acknowledgement, not 
fo mnch as giving heed to his words ; I have done nothing, ſaid he, ont of generofity, 
or out of friendſhip to yeu, nor had I any other then that of phony hn 
Enemies, and relceving our Party. Having ſpoke theſe words hee turnd from 
Memnon, and rode away without giving him to entertain him longer. Mem- 
non that very day made me the recirall of that Adventure z and by that angmentcarion 
of eſtcem he gave me for Oxyatres, did but redouble my diſcontent to ſee him perfiſt 
in a deſign wherby he was like to reap ſolittle ſatisfaRtion. For Memnon , hee was fo 
neerly tonched with that obligation , that if Oxyatres had defired any thing cle of 
him but what he did, he would haye given it up to him withont reluRtance t hee 
ſed his ation before the King, in tearms that made the whole Court know how great 
a ſence he had of that godd turn ; bur Oxyatres was neither moved with his acknows 
ledgement , nor with his prayſes, and exprefled to all the World that hee accounted 
himſelf moſt unfortunate , in having been forced by his duty, to fight for the prefer- 
vation of a life, which was oppoſite to the repoſe and to the feliciry of his; he difſem- 
bled not his thonghrs to any body, and when I would kave prayfed him for it as well 
28 others, and have teſtified that I had ſome part in the obligation, hee reccived my dif- 
courſe with a great deal of coldneſs. I did not hope, ſaid he, to have thanks from you, 
which are not advantageous to me, nor did I think todo you a ſervice worthy of theſe 
brave acknowledgements in expoſing the life of Oxyatres for the deferice of Mcm- 
nons ; 1 had no other intevtion but that I fighting againſt the Scithians our Enemies, 
and if jn the execution of that deſign I have been fo happy as to do you a good office 
in the preſervation of my Rivall, I wiſh with all my heart I had done it you to the fall, 
in loſing for his greater ſecurity, and for his repoſe, that like wherof you make ſo lit- 
tle reckoning. Ah Sir, replicd I, loſe that opinion if you have it, and do not beleeve 
Ican make little reckoning of your lite, nor of your perſon, I conſider them both as I 
ought todo, and I have thoughts of you , which nothing but my ill fortune kinders 
you frombeing contenred with. I will content my ſelf , anſwered the Prince, when 
my paſſion ſhall be the thing you conſider moſt in me, and when in Barſina's heart 
which can eſtabliſh all my felicity, I ſhall ſce no body more happy nor more favonred 
then my ſelf. If that could be, faid I, you ſhould have no canſc of complaint againft a 
perſon who is every way diſpoſed to honour you. That may bee, added hee with an 
extraordinary tone, that may be perhaps by means we have not yet made triall of, and 
inthe deſpair into which you caft me , and the ſhame of ſeeing my Rivall criumph 0- 
ver ie ſo cafily, I ſhall be capable of all things I can attempt, without exceeding the 
tearms I propoſed anto my ſelf when I began to ſerve you. As he ended theſe words 
he went out of my Chamber with an aRion that had many figns of anger in it, and 
was hardly gone twenty or thirty paces from the Tent when hee : bo ro meer 
with Memnon ; he changed colour at that encounter, as Memnon told me afterward, 
but he quickly recovered himſelf, and having returned Memnons falnte , he = forth 
his hand to him, with a more open countenance then for ſame time before he had been 
wont to ſhew him. Will you give me leave , ſaid he , to have a lictle diſcourſe with 
you, to ask your counſcll and afliſtance, about a buſineſs I lately had notice of ? Mem- 

non was ſurpriſed at this demand, but he diflembled his aſtoniſhment , and receiving 
the Princes words with a cheerfull countenance. Could I be ſo happy, replied he, us 
to 
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to believe my Prince would imploy for his ſervice this life which I hold from him e 
and ſaying theſe words, he followed him that way he led ; afrer having by Oxyatres 
example commanded his attendants to leave him, they walk't together awhile withont 
ſpeaking, or if they ſpoke *twas only of indifferent matters,Furt when they were a good 
way from their ſervants, ard that by the interpeſition of alittle hill, rkey were'out of 
ſight of the Tents, Prince Oxyatres made a ſtand, and turning toward Mcmnen, after 
he had look'd awhile filently upon him : You ſhall know row [fayd he ) the ſubje&t 
of the diſcourſe I defired to have with you , and ſhall learn to what uſcI reſerv'd that 
life for which I fought to the prejudice of mine own ; when 1 undertook to ſerve 
Barſina with you, or rather when 1 was forc'd to it by a paſſion , which for your ſake 
Thad long reſiſted, I promiſed you 1 would never help my ſelf againſt you by the au- 
thority of the King my Brother, nur by that which my rank mighe give me amongſt 
the Perſians, and that 1 would diſpute Barſina with yon only by my ſervices. I think 
I have kept my ſelf exatly enough within theſe I;1mits, I have ufed no kind of credit, 
nor power to hurt you, and in the imployments we have had to make our ſclyes wor- 
thy of her eſteem, I have ever ſought for an equality berween us'; 1 will continue to 
the end in this manner of carriage toward you- and ſince I have lov'd Barſina nnprofita- 
bly, and that by the vitory you bear away from me, my hopes are quite extinguiſhed, 
as you triumph over my repoſe , you muſt alſo tr.ymph over my life, or deferd your 
owne with armes equall to minez Iflie not to this reſolution againſt you , but at the 
extremity wherein my life has no other fcundation bnt the loſsof yours, and wherein 
the repoſe of yours depends on nothing but my death alone; this is the laſt aRion we 
will do. for Barſina, ſhe ſhall be the Prize of the'Conquerour, 'and the vitory ſhall give 
that tro the more valiant, or tothe more fortunate, which during the life of his Rival, his 
{ervicesnever could ſecure him of. In ending theſe words Oxyatres drew his ſword, 
and preſented bimſelt before Mcmnen in the poſture of a man ready to fight, but Mem- 
non did not the ſame ; but after having hearkened to his diſccutſe , and beheld his 
ation without ſhewing any ſign of aſtoniſhment, or of being moved, he anſwered him 
with a ſctled countenance, and with an abſolute coldnefs; yeu have reaſon Sir, togo 
to take away a life which I hold from you, and a life hurtfull to your pretenſions ; bur 
I ſhon!d rot have reaſon, if I went about to defend it againſt you, who have acquired ir 
by its preſervation, and who are the brother of my King ; neither ſhall it be fayd, 1 
drew my {word againſt him to whom Iowe my ſafety, or againſt the brother of Darius 
to whom I owe ll, and 1 would rather torn it agaift my own breſt, then againſt a 
Prince whom thoſe two confiderations ſhall ever make me reverence ; 1f my lite be 
odious to you, and if by the obſtacle I have been to your pretenſions I deſcrve to dye 
by your hand, centent your defire, pierce this heart proud of Barſina's image, and this 
heart which draws your hatred by its ambition ; but do not ſtrive to blaſt meatmy 
death with an ingratitude whereof I never canbe capable. What ? (replicd Oxyarrcs) 
does Memnon ſee his mortall enemy defie him ro fight, and if he be that fame Memnon 
who paſſcs for valiant among the Perſians, has he not the heart to defend his life againſt 
him ? I never wanted heart (anſwered Memnon) in dangers that perhaps were grea- 
ter then this I have now before my eyes, and my reputation is well encugh eſtabliſhed 
not to fear the fall of it by this ation ; I ſhould not have been prevented if fortune 
had given me other enemies, and I had already received offences from you , which any 
other man but Prince Oxyatres , and the Brother of Darius ſhculd perchance 
have waſhed away with his bloud. You ate diſpenced with for all thoſe ccnſiderations, 
(faid Oxyatres interrupting him) both by the cquality I reſolved to keep with you in 
the birth of my affeRtion, and by the declaration I make, that *twas not with any de- 
fign tooblige you. or to ſerve you, that 1 ſucccured you againſt the Scithians ; the 
King will not be difpleaſed with you for this ation when he ſhall know the-/truth of 
it; you owe more to your honour, and to the defence of ycur life, then to your reſpedt 
for him ; ard*tis in ſhort by no other way that con be repayd for the obligation you 
believe you have to we. Then I will be eternally in ycur debt, repiyed Mcmnon, and 
"tis by ny own bloud I acquit my ſelf, and not by a bloud which is facred to Me mnon, 
and a bloud for the conſervation whereof I will ſhed mine own to the very laſt wy 
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If neither the love of life, added furious Oxyatres, nor that of honour touches you any 
longer, and if you fear not to die by my hands , or tolive with infamy among the Per- 
fians, at leaſt jindeavour ro defend Bartina , whom 1 am reſolved to take away trom 
you, or diſpoſc your {c'f to yeeld her tome, if you dare not diſpure her againſt me. I 
yeeld yeu Barſina, ſaid Memnon, in yeelding you my life ; but it my life be left me, Ile 
never leave my Love, nor iy pretenſions to Barſina. 

O Gods | cried Prince Oxyatres quite tranſported, with what an unworthy Rivall 
and with what an unworthy Encmy do you oppoſe me > And doſt thou not fear con» 
tirucd he tarning toward Memnon, doſt thou not fear 1 ſhould diſhonour thee amon 
the Perſians, whom thon haſt abuſed with a falſe gloſs of valour ? and that this cow- 
ardite ſhould make thee loſe that fame thou haſt unjuſtly got , and which thou holdeſt 
trom fortune rather then thy courage ? 1 ſhould fear jt, anſwered patient Memnon; 
and I ſhould beleeve I were guilty of cowardiſe, if in the injuries you do me, | did not 
find (better then in all che combats I have fought for him ) an occaſion to teſtifie my 
true reſp:&s unto my King, and the trne affetion I bear him ; this is the higheſt proof 
of it he could ever defire, and with what cowardiſe ſoever you won!d b!emiſh me, yeu 
know me well enough your ſelf, to think that the fear of a ſingle man can ever make 
mee avoid the combat ; you often in as dangerous occaſions have ſeen mee outbrave 
death without terrour, and give my bloud liberally enough for you and yours ; 'twas 
by that remembrance I had hoped for an uſage from you very different from this you 
make me ſnffer, and that I had expeRed any thing elſe from Prince Oxyatres, rather 
then theſc crucll threatnings, ins love whoſe beginnings he himſcif upheld, rather 
then blouly outrages againſt my reputation , and rather then a crucll and violent de- 
fhgn againit alife which was n-ver ſpared for the intereſts of his Houſe, White Mom» 
non ſpake on this manner, Oxyatres looked upon him intentively , and in theſe laft 
words found ſomthing thar ſotu cd him, and made him repent his deſign ; the more he 
refleted upon ir, Phe more he found it violent , and in the end after having well exa- 
mined it. he abſolutely condeuined it. I have done too much perhaps, ſaid he to Mem» 
non, bur 1 have not been Maſter of my p:ſſions, and for the time tocome l will cn- 
devour to regulare them better if it be poſſible. As hee brought forth theſe wor''s he 
put up his ſword, and turning his back to Mcmnon , went from him and +erurned to 
the Tents» M.mnon agitated with cruell diſquiers retired ro his , not meaning to vis 
fic me in that condition, leſt I ſhou!d take notice of his tl humour. Yer had he ſo mach 
diſcrerion, and ſo much reſpeR to Prince Oxyatres, that hee wou'd not diſcover his 
proceeding to any body , for fear the King ſhould rake it amifle, and teſtifie ſome diſ- 
pleaſure againſt him for it ; hee would not {peak of it ſo much as ro mee, doubting I 
might find ſome matter of affli ion in it, and I never heard any thing of it till along 
while after. In the mean time Prince Oxyattes, whether it were by the anger wher- 
with he had been tranſported to ſee a man preterd before him whoſe birth was infe- 
riour to his, and who ſurpaſſed him not in good parts, or by the love which he blindly 
bore ro me, was no ſooner at his Tent bur he was ſeaz'd with a violent Feaver, and it 
increaſed with ſo much veheraence , that within three dayes the Phyſicians began to 
doubt of his recovery. Being that Prince was infinitely eſteemed by the whole Court, 
his fickneſs cauſed a generall ſorrow , and the King to whom his vertue made him 
dearer then neerneſs of bloud, fell into a ſenſible grief ; T (was particularly affiicted at 
it, aed Memnon took it not ill that I expreſſed my trouble to him. In the firs of his 
Feaver he ſomerimes fell into ravings, and while reaſon was diſpoſſcſcd of her go- 
vernment , hee talked of nothing bur Barſina , and by all his aRions made thoſe that 
were about him judge, that nothing but his love had cauſed his ſickneſs. This know- 
ledge redoubled the Kings affliction , and he gave him ſelf over to his ſorrow in an ex» 
ceſſive manner, when he beleeved he could not ſuccour his Brother withour deſtroy- 
ing Memnon whom he loved very dearly, and to whoſe ſervices he beleeved himſ-1t as 
much indebted, as to his own word, whereby hee was engaged to him. Yet was hee 
not ſo dear to him, as to have thar affcfion ruins char he bore his Brorher, and he could 
havedefired if ic had been poſlible, thar Mcmnon of his own good will ſhould contri- 
bute to his cure ; but he would never ſpeak to him of it, and would rather have'run to 
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any other extreamity, then that of imploying his authority ro oblige him ; T was one 
of the firſt that viſited him with my Mother, but as ſoon as I came neer his bed, hee 
was moved in ſuch maner as confirmed all that were preſent in the beleef they had of 
the cauſe of his ſickneſs Till then he had lived with me in a diſcretion that had hind - 
red him from entertayning me in company, with a paſſion which he knew I diſappro- 
ved, but ſeeing himſclfe then in a condition that ſeemed to zfford him a greater)iber- 
ty, he made no difficulty to take it, and looking upon mee with languilhing eyes. Fair 
Barſina, faid he, Idie for you, and by my death I abandon a happineſs to Memnon, 
which by the greatneſs of my love, I peradventure had deſerved as well as ke. Sayin 
theſe words he turned away his eyes from my face, and by his a&ion touched mee {o 
that I hardly was able to re:ain my tears ; Sir, anſwered I, yeu ſhall not die for Bar- 
ſina, and it had been better (he had never come into the world, then to cauſe ſo great 
a dammage to her Country. My death is little conſiderable, replied the Prince, and 1 
receive it willingly, ſince it is tayonrabletoycu in delivering you frm my importuni- 
tics. Inever received 2ny from you, fayd I, which I would bee delivered of by the 
leaſt of your diſconcents , and if your life depended on my wiſhes, I would make as 
many for your health as for minc own. You have more goodneſs in appearance, re. 
pli-d he, then in Ft, and when you ſaw me in another condition, you contributed 
pothing to hinder me from falling into this, in which you ſee me for the love of yeu. 
Y<t *tis not, continued he with a hgh, to reproach you that 1 tell you this , you are 
roo zalt in all your ations to find avy reaſon to condemn them, and being I puniſh no 
body but my (elf of the faults I have commirte d, T cught alſo to accuſe nobody but 
my ſcit of the advantages you give my rivall. He had ſaid more without doubt , if the 
Phyſitians had not entreated him to keep lence, and if the Queers accompanied by the 
two Princefles and Prince Artaxerxes their Brother , had not entred chen into the 
Chamber, and commlng to his bed fide had not broken cf that cor.ve: fation. IfT o- 
mitted not to viſit him, Memnon for all he was tis rivall, and for a? he was ſo ill atis- 
fied with him, was not one of the laſt in offering to perform that duty, bat the Prince 
expreſs'd a repugnance for his viſits, and when he was told that he meant to comeand 
ſee him, be made known that he ſhould do him a pleaſure ro forbear. It ſufficeth that 
T am vanquiſhed ( ſaid he ) without ſhewing me the tace of my Conquerour, and if 
Memnon be generous, he ought ro content himſelf with his victory, without inſulting 
over me in my misfortune. Theſe words of the Princes which were told Memnon a- 
gain, hindred himfrom comwing into the Chamber, but net from going every day to 
the door to enquire how he did ; that very care difpleaſcd the jea'cus Prince, and he 
faid to thoſe that brought hun word of it, tell Memnon that I have but a few dayes to 
live, that he has but a while to exercilc his pacience, and that he ſhould not labour fo 
mnch ro learn the news of my death. Theſe words truck Memnon very deeply, whoſe 
intent was far from Oxyatres ſuſpitions ; 4nd in the mean time his ſickneſs grew ſo 
Cangerous , that the Phyſirtians ccuid no longer diſſemble their appehenſions. Then 
did the Kings 2ffcRion to him break forth into greater ſigns of ſorrow then he yet had 
ſhewed , and then did that good Prince abandon himſclt unto his grief with more ex- 
ceſs then was expeRted from the greatneſs of his courage. Memnon who ſaw him in 
that eſtate, who as I have told yeu, had the ſtrongeſt love to him that ever ſubjc& bore 
his Prinee , and who beſides took notice of the admirable goodneſs he had rowards 
him, in letting a Brother periſh whom he lov'd more dearly then himſelf , racher then 
ſeek his ſafety to his prejudice, fell incoa grief wherein he was like ro have been over- 
whelmed , and conſidering that he ought no longer to ſuffer thoſe pros v9 his Kings 
affeion, without ſhewing the urmoſt ke could hope from his , hee rcfolv.d rather to 
die, then to abuſe his goodneſs in an unhandſoine manner, and finding him une day 
deeply buried in his ſadneſs ; Sir, ſayd hee to him , if I can contribute to the lifeof 
Prince Oxyatres, bent in fear of his recovery ; *Tis true, {love Boro , bur Iove 
my King as I ought todo, ard to preſcrve him a Brother worthy of his aff:fion; TI 
(hall know how to overcome my paſſion, and to yecid chat ro Prince Oxyatres, which 
perhaps I have roo much diſputed againſt him. The King life up his head ac thele 
words, and after having a white looked upon Memnon, without ſpeaking » ke caſt his 
. arms 
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armes of a ſuddain about his neck, and embracing him with an extraordinary tender- 
nefle : My dear Memnonhe, ſayd,I ſhould have let —_— die, and ſhould have dyed 
my ſelfe, before T would have asked you what you offer me with ſo much generoſity ; 
but ifreally you can contribute to my Brothers ſafery without hazarding your own, 
I ſhall be indebted to you for all my quiet, and ſhall never find any recompence wor- 
thy of you. Memnon o'recharg'd with griefe made no reply , but only taking his 
leave of the King with a low obeyſance, went ſtraight to Oxyatres Chamber, and not- 
withſtanding all that they who were at the doore could ſay to hinder him from ſeeing 
the Prince, he entred into the Chamber, and came to his bed-fide. Afſſoon as the Prince 
knew him , he turned his head the other way , and by ſome ſighs which he could not 
retain , made appear that he was touched with his ſight, and that he hardly could en- 
dure it z but Memnon meant to put him out of that ill humour, and drawing near to 
him with confidence : Sir, ſayd he, for the love of the Gods, and for the Jove of Bar- 
ſina, receive me no longer as an Enemy z 1 come not here to tryumph over you by the 
advantages Fortune has blindly given me ; but I come to deliver them up to you, to 
abandon all my pretenſions, and in ſhort to yield you Barſina , of whom yougre more 
worthy then I. Oxyatres his reſentment againſt Memnon was not ſo great, but that a 
good part of it was preſently diſſipated by theſe words, and he ſcarce had heard then), 
when turning towards him with more ſuddaineſſe then his weake eſtate could proba- 
bly have ſuffred : What, cryed he, Memnon, is it to give me Barſina that you come to 
vilit me? Yes, Sir, replyed Memnon ; *tis Barfina I reſigne to-you , and you may re- 
cover upon the aſſurance that ſhe ſhall no more be diſputed with you. And what will 
Memnon do (added the Prince) if he loſe Barſina ? He'l dye (anſwered Memnon) and 
it is more juſt that he ſhonld dye, then that the life of Prince Oxyatres ſhould be lon- 
ger in danger. Ah ! (cryed the Prince) if one mult dye, I know how to dye as well as 


- you , and my ſpirit will bz no more daunted then yours with the Image of Death ; I 
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fear it perchance as little as you can do, and if you have no ether remedy for my health, 
I account that worſe then the diſcaſe yon would ſave me from. If I had e're agent- 
ler, fayd Mcmnon, I would make uſe of it to content you, without emufing your ſclfe 
about conſiderations that are too triviall to oppoſe the _ of ſuch a Prince as Oxya- 
tres; yourdeath would draw the imprecations of all Perſia apon me , and Darius 
would have juſt occaſion to deteſt the ingratitude of a man, who by the loſle of a thon- 
fand lives like his , cannot repay the ſmalleſt part of what he owes him. At theſe 
words , withour ſtaying for a reply he went ont of the roome in ſo ſtrange a condition 
that he could hardly have been known by his moſt familiar Friends. As he had done 
that aRtion without making me acquainted , and believed that I would find juſt cauſe 
of complaint againſt him, for ſeeing him ſolightly quit pretenſions in compariſon of 
which he a few dayes before would have deſpiſed the Empire of Afia ; he had not the 
confidence to come into my preſence, or perhaps fear*d he ſhould want reſolution in 
taking leave of me for the departure he had before determined ; all that ke did to bid 
me farewell , was to get free of all Company, and ſhut himſelfe np in his Chamber to 
write me a Letter, the words whereof I think were theſe. 


8L MEMN ON, 
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MEMNON. 
TothePrinceſe B ARSINA. 


Leave dear Princeſſe, ſince my cruel Deftiny ordains it me , and 1 
T-- no Lane Hfure you Wok the Brother of Dares , and the Brother of 
Darim dying for you ; it is n0t perhaps that I want courage to defend my 
intereſts , but I can no longer defend them againſt the pores of my King, 
who could, and peraduenture would at laſt have taken that from me by Authority, 
which I give up to him by 4 too juſt ackwonledgement ; Tet do not believe 1 
leeve you, without alſo lesving my iſe : I am going to dye , but I will dye far 
you, that I may n0t trouble, by my death, tbe felicitres I grue unto my Reval, 
and thoſe to which you are deſtined with @ Prince worthy of you ; I beſeech you 
to bave but a moderate ſence of my oe fence my Fortune will be ploriow if I can 
jy ours, and never attribute that to any want of love , which is 4 7190706 
ef y; 


Memnen gave this Letter to one of his Servants tobring it me, as he got on Horſe- 
back te leave the Champ, but the Night was near, and came preſently after ſoextreum- 
ly darke, that having no light at all to ride that Evening, he could advance his ] 
bue x little way. You may cafily Judge of my ſorrow at the readivg of that Letter, 
ſince ic is very true that I loved Memnon as as he ought to deſire, and fince Lne- 
ver had been ſhaken in wy firſt affeion , by the — might have hoped forin 
Prince Oxyatres ; my griefe was ſo exceeding violent, that it deprived me almoſt of 
all ſence and and I thinke I had ſunke under it if I had not been well af- 
fiſted by the endeavours of thoſe about me ; 1 pourcd forth my teares with all maner 
of liberty, before all my Friends, who approved of my affeRion , and I made them all 
fo far concerned in my griefe , that their faces ſeemed little different from mine. As 
darke as the Night was, Hydaſpes, and Cophes my Brothers , would needs take Horſe 
that very Evening teride in ſearch of Memnon , but though I was little in a condition 
todoit, they by all meanes would have me wrice twoor three Lines to him, believing 
thar my wenld be more powerfull to bring him back then all the perſwaſions they 
icy = ; I fatisfied them,and with much adoe wrote theſe few Words,which I gave 
t im» 
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BARSINA 
To ME MNON. 


4 Never wil pardow you the 1njury you do me, if you repair it not by your re 
turn, #07 mil 1 ever call that other then an effef of your ingratitude-and 
forgetfulneſſe , which duty never could have exafied from ' you : . Live, and 

come back agarn, if you will have me live, and ſtrive not ſomuch to be faithful 

and acknowledging to Darius , as thereby to become falſe and ingratefull to Bar- 


ſtna, 


I will not repeat the complaints I made,the diſcourſe of them would without doube 
be tedious to you . and therfore you ſhallonly know that that night was the moſt 
craell one to me of all thar. eyer I had paſled in my whole life : but if it was ſharp to 
me, it was favourable ro the health of Prince Oxyatres, and he fell into a ſweat'at the 
end of which his Feaver was almoſt quite gone. Before it was day they found ſo viſt- 
ble an zmendmenc in hum, that they doubred no more of his recovery ; but as there 
was 2 change in the condition of his body , there was alſoa very great one in that of 
bis wind, and thar Prince after agreat conflit all that night , had obtained a gallant vi- 
ory ov.r 115 paſſions ; The carriage of Memnon , who had ſo generouſly given up 
his own lite for the preſervation of his, had wrought ſo far upon him , that from that 
very moment , he had reſolved to uſe his utmoſt endevours to make himſelf Maſter of 
that love. wherein he could hope for no fatisfaRion,. but by the ruine of ſo generous x 
man. He found it extreamly difficult, as he contefſed to us afterward , | but having = 
very great courage, he cid ſocft:ually repreſent to himſelf, what he beleeved he ow- 
ed tothe aftion. and to the vertne of Metnnon , that though hee could not diſpoſe his 
mind to forget me, he brought it co quit me to Memnon, and rather to ſuffer all things 
then to croſle his pretenſions any longer. 1 know very well, fayd he to himſelf, that 
*twill be hard for me toloſe the !ove I bear to Burſina, but T will oppoſe vertne againſt 
its power, and peradventure time , and a little abſence, may work my perfeR cure. 
Scarce had he taken this reſolution, when the King who that day roſe extraordinary 
early, came into his Chamber, and overjoyed with the hopes that were given him of 
his recovery , drew neer to his bed-fide. As ſoon as the Prince had caſt his eyes upon 
him ; Sir, ſaid he, I ſhall live, nay more, Vie live without Barſinaif it pleaſe the Gods. 

zmnon had reſigned her to me, out of an excefle of love and reſpeRto you , but I am 
ncw in condition not to abuſe his goodneſs. The King was bead with content- 
ment at theſe words, and embracing Oxyatres with a great deal of tenderneſs. Ah ! 
Brether, ſaid he, if that which you tell me were poſſible, how mnch glory would you 
reap by that aRion , and how infinitely (ſhould I bee iadebred to you. Ir is poſſible, 
Sir, replied Oxyatres, and you ſball quickly ſee proofs of it. While they were ſpeak- 
ing on this manner Artabaſus came in , who told them of Memnons departure, and 
hewed them the Letter he had written tome. The King at the reading of it appea- 
red exceedingly afflited, and the Prince having heard it ; Ah ! cried hee, let me rather 
die, then cauſe the deach of noble Memnon. Sir, continued hee turning toward ue 
King, for Gods ſake ſend after him inſtantly , and let rhem aſſure him that I renounce 
Barſina, and that Ile renounce her without dying, The King delayed not a moment 
toexecute what the Prince deſired, immediatly he made a great many men take horſe, 
and to give them an authority which Memnon ſhould not be able to diſobey; he would 
needs have Prince Arcaxcrxes go forth with them. That Prince full of goodneſs, was 
8b 2 ſoon 
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ſoon on horſeback, and having informed himſelf and thoſe that followed him what 
way Memnon had taken , hee ran to ſeek him with all poſſible ſpeed. Good Artaba- 
ſascame preſently after into my Chamber , where he gave me account of all that had 
paſſed, and where by the relation he made me of Oxyatres his change , and of the or- 
der that was taken to fetch Memnon back , he gave me hepes that drew me partly out 
of that depth of ſorrow wherinT had been buried. 

In the mean while Memnon was gone, but the night that came on preſently after his 
departure, had proved ſo dark, thatnot being able to ſee his way, he had been confſtrai- 
ned to alightand ſtay in a Wood, where he expeRted the morning with ftrange diſqui- 
ets. Iwill not tell you what his thoughts were , though hee made mee the recitall of 
them, that diſcourſe would draw out my narration to a troubleſome length , and it 
ſufficeth that you know he loved me extreamly, to imagin that the ation he had done, 
could not chuſe but put him into a moſt ſenſible diſcontent , which tormented him fo 
crudlly, that he faw day appear without having ſlept one moment. As ſoon as it was 
light enough to ſee to travell , hee catcht his horſe again which had ſtrayd from him 
in thenight, and getting out of the wood rode towarda little River, which runs withe 
in a few furlongs of it , but when hee was going to paſle it at a Ford, he ſaw himſelf 
overtaken by my Brothers , whom the darkneſs of the night had ſtayd at the fideof 
the wood in which he had paſſed it. Memnon who had reſolved to get away from ng 
as far as he could poſſibly, and to ſeck death in the wars of fome very remote Coun 
try, wes ſurpriſed and aflited at that encounter, and if it had been poſſible for him to 
ſhun it, my brothers ſhould have imployed their pains to very little purpoſe. As ſoon 
as Hydaſpes caine up to him z What Memnon, ſayd he , do you leave us on this faſhi- 
on, and if you lov'd Barſina conld yon be capable of ſo ſtrange a change ? It is but be- 
cauſe T love her too well, anſwered Memnon , that I forſake her, and if without dying 
I could ſee her in the arms of my Rivall, I would not leave my native Country for e& 
ver, and friends that are dearer to mee then my ſelf. You ſhall not leave us, replyed 
Hydaſpes, or at leaft weel follow you whither ſoever you go, if my ſiſters earneſt in- 
treaties added to ours, cannot have power to get you backe. With theſe words hee de- 
livered him the Lecter T had written , and Memnon having received it from his hands, 
read it, bedewing it with his tears, and kifling it a hundred times, 


that fortune to which you rayſed mee by your goodneſs ; and how mu 

happier had my condition been, to baye died in thoſe dangers to which 
Oxyatres expoſed me for the love of you, then to ſee my ſelfe reduced to the cruel 
neceſſity of forſaking you without dying. Then turning toward my Brothers ; 
1 did not doubt, purſued be, but that the Princeſſe Barſina had a great deale of 
goodneſs, and that ſhe would make ſome attempt to recall me from the Grave, ey- 
ther by your ſolicitation, er out of ber own generoſity ; but in the tearms I now 
ſtand, her pity « unprofitable to me, and though I were not driven by my deſpair, 
the engagement of my word will never ſufjer me to ſee her more. 


' Barcina | cried he, how miſerable am 1, in zot being able to enjoy 
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What , (rep'yed Hydaipes impnriently ) will you then ſhew ſo little friendſhip ro 
us, and (o little cen{ideration of Bu(ioa's defires Alas 1 (Gyd forrowfnli Memon) 
there's the miſery of my condirion, ſince having obeyed ker all my life in the molt dith- 
cult matecrs, I am forced to diſ-b«y her in thoſe that are woſt pleaſing to me, atid mult 
advantagious- Mcmnon was ſpeaking on this maner , and my Brothers were labuu- 
ring bur in vain to perſwade him, when Prince Artaxerx<s , and thoſe that artended 
him came to their aſſiſtance. Hydaſpcs glad of that encounter, ran to meet the Prince: 
Ah 1 Sir, cryed he, how _— to us 1s your preſcnce and authority , with a man 
who will no longer know us ? I ſhall have more credit then you, anſwered the Prince, 
and without doubt I fhall perſwade him to return by the Newes I bring him. Barſina 
is yours (continaed he , turning toward Memnon) ſhe isno longer neceſſary for the 
ſafety of Oxyatres , to whom you generouſly had given her : After theſe words he 
told him what the Prince his Unckle had fayd , and having acquainted him with che 
Kings pleaſure , and the command he had to bring him back, he by the hopes he gave 
him, and by the marvellous power he had over all hearts, prevailed with him to break 
his reſolution , and return with himto the Camp. Yet did he not know what he ought 
to hope , having much ado to —_—— the truth of that Adventure. Prince Ar- 
taxerxes ſent 2 man before to advertiſe the King of his good ſucceſſe ; and Prince Ox- 
yatres no ſooner heard that Memnon was upon his way to come back, bur he entreated 
the King to order it ſo that I might be in his Tent with him : The Kirg having ſent 
ſuch word to Artabaſus, he would needs carry me thither himſelfe, and we chanced to 
come to the doore jult as Prince Artaxerxes with M-mnon and my Brothers alighted. 
Afﬀoon as the Prince ſaw me : Coufin, ſayd he, 1 bring you home this Fugitive ; but 
*ris upon 4 condition you ſhall pardon him his flight for my ſake , and that you ſhall tie 
him ſo faſt he may ve able to get away from you no more. I was ſo confounded at 
that encounter, that I had not the confidence to reply, but I held my peace, partly out 
of the reſpe&Tbore to my Fathers preſence , and partly out of ſome reſentment I had 
againſt Memnon; we went into the Chamber , where we found the King, with the 
Queen, and a great deale of other Company. Oxyatres conld not ſce me and Mem- 
non ( who appeared at the ſame time ) without ſighing and changing colour ; many 
tooke notice of it , but the King taking me by the hand himſelfe led me to his Bed-ſide, 
and Memnon alſo came thither. Oxyatres uſed ſome violence upon his thoughts to 
exprefſe himſelfe, but diſſembliog his conſtraint as well as poſſibly he conld, he ſpake 
on this maner. 


Have a great deale of reaſon to complain of youz Memnon, ſince in all your 
x you have ſought my ſhame as much as your own advantage , andthat 
you have not been ſatisfied with haUing conquered me all maxer of wayes, 
wleſſe you had alſo the Glory to tryumph over me, your Generoſity has without 
doubt gained an entire glory over my 1ngratitude, over my obſi:nacy tn croſſing 
your pretenſions, and over the cruel deſignes I bad againſt your happyneſſe , and 
agarn =_ life, but alſo I bavs endeavoured to repair my unworthy ations, by a 
force I have uſed upon my paſſion, and perhaps you feught not better when you 
conquered me, then I aid when I dvercame my ſelfe : I will not tell you that 
Barſina is n0 longer in my heart, it would have been very difficult to raceout ſuch 
deepe Charafers 11 one night, but I promiſe you ſhe ſhall never be there to doyou 
any prejudice, and that if by time and reaſon I am not able tobanſb her out of 
it, the place ſhe ſhall poſſeſſe there ſball never give you any cauje of jealouſie 
or complatnt againſt me, Do nat by an exceſſe of generoſity oppoſe ihe reſolution 
I have ſettled ; you wouldbut Vainly combate a defigne which nothing 16 capable 
to drvert, and to take away all the ſcruples which compaſſion for & ſick man 
might cauſe in you toward me, know that it ſhall be without dying , I'le quit all 


my 
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my pretenſions to you , and that Barpna # no longer neceſſary to ſave my 
4 


Oxyatres ſpoke to this effe&, and M:mnon who had harkned to him without tater« 
ruption, anſwered him in theſe tearms. 


WW Never doubted , Sir , but that you had Vertue enough to compaſſe the moſt 
Pm enterprizes , and the proofe you give of it to day , confirms that be- 

liefe moſt powerfully to the world : I know, Sir, that without berng unwor- 
thy , 1 cannot abuſe the favour you dome ; but alſo afer your command to the 
gontrary, I cannot without diſobedience oppoſe the will of my Prince , and of my 
Maſter; I mill therefore ſhut my eyes, ance. you 1nJoyn it me , againſt all the 
Reaſons that argue againſt my happy , and will blindly recerve the Fortune 
9ou give me, ſince it comes from a hand from which I can refuſe nothing, 


Memnon held his peace after theſe words, and by his ation made known tothe 
Prince, that the feare of diſpleafing him, rather then the conſideration of his own inte« 
reſt obliged him to obey . Prince Oxyatres put forth his hand to him , and then turn- 
ing coward me : Couſin, ſayd he,pardon me the diſcontents I have made you ſuffer, and 
if } no more demand proofes of your affeRion to Memnon's prejudice, will you not 
grant me thoſe which nearnefle of Allyancc miy yer give me leave to hope for from 
you? Ithenlooked upon Artabaſus, and having by a nod received permiflion fron 
him to reply : Sir, ſayd T, I while I live will preſerve che remembrance of what 1 ow 
to your Perſon , and to your goodnefſe , nor will | ever ſywerve from the r:ſpe&to 
which I am obliped both by birth arid by the affcRion wherewith you have honoured 
me. Oxyatres appeared ſatisfied at theſe words, and then the King mingling himſelfe 
in our converſation with s great deale of intereſt , teſtified an extraordinary joy to ſee 
us in ſo fair a way to our happyneſle. 

I ſhall not need to tell you more. ſuch were the end of the croſſes we had met inour 
affeRion, and from that day Prince Oxyatres kept the promiſe ke had made to Memnon 
moſt exaRly ; true it is, that he fought ſome part of his cure in 3bſence, and as ſoon as 
he was well enough to endure a Litter, he departed from the Camp, where by reaſon 
of his weaknefle, he could not exerciſe his valour, for ſome time, and took his journey 
toward Perſepolis. Beſides, you know, Sir, that wee returned thither within a little 
after ; and that the incommodiouſneſle of the ſeaſon, conſtrayned the King to draw 
out of the field, and retire. Oxyatres appeared not at the Court at our arrival! , bur 
ſtayd a while longer at one of his own houſes .in the Country , to obrayn by that ab- 
ſence a forgerfulnefſs which he judged neceſſary for his _—_ He came thither again 
when he beleeved he had brought his mind in part ro what he &&manded , and you ar« 
rived there, Sir, almoſt about the very ſame time. You know all that paſſed before my 
Marriage, and there is nothing memorable nor diverting enough to entertain the 
Princeſſe your fiſter without wearying of her : it will ſaffice me to tell her that wee re- 
ceived no more trouble in our Loves, that Oxyatres was one of the forwardeſt to ſolli- 
cit our marriage, and that having been deferred only by reaſon of a fickneſs that kept 
Artabaſuslong in bed , it was accompliſht preſencly after his recovery , with agreat 
deal of fatisfaRion to the King, and to the whole Courr, that took an intereſt in Mem- 
nons contentment. Oxyatres never would reſolve to marry , but {till reſiſted the 
Kings defires, who wou!d have matched himtoone of the Daughters of King Occhus 
his predeceſſor, from that time he never gave mee any knowledge of the return of his 

aſſion , and Memnon never found any occaſion of complaint in any of his ations. 
his is all T have to rell you, and you will give me leave to paſle over the great ations 
poor Memnon did afterward againſt Alexander, wherby in gayning an immortall re- 
puration, he acquitted himſelf of what he owed to the goodnefle of his King- He di- 
cd full of glory for his ſervice, after having made all Afia Judge, with how work yo- 
ice 


PaxrUhk. CASSANDRA. Q1 


tice he merited his affcAions , and I remayned in the world after him to be to 
thoſe long miſeries which the Gods ſent me for a puniſhment for _ ived ſo 
amiable, and ſo illuftrious a Husband. Barfing made a ſtop at theſe » to wipe 
away the tears that ran from her eyes in great abundance, and when ſhe had ſetled her 
ſelf a little ; You know T_T the abode I made at Damaſ- 
cus afrer Memnons death, where I was by your preſence, and where I was 
taken Priſoner with you 3 you know my long captivity with the Princefſes , and all 
thet befell me till your departure from Suſz, and till my arrivall in this Camp ; I will 
only adde that ſince that time, whether it were by reaſon of my captivity, during 
which Oxyatres continued ever with the King his Brother , or of his being taken up 
with the imployments Alexander put upon himafterward, which engaged him to long 
Voyages, or of the abode he made in thoſe Provinces, which be gave him ar his return 
to Suſa , I haye ſeen him but very little, and "tis only (ince my arrivallin this Camp, 
that I perceived the renewing of that affeRion he had born me in former times ; hee 
firſt gave me knowledge of it by his locks, and afterwards by words that ſhew ney- 
ther an inſenſibility, nor an indifference toward me. 
Barſina thus ended her diſcourſe, and Prince Oroondates and Berenice, after havi 

heard the concluſion of it, fell upon the prayſes of thoſe two generous Lovers, and 
ter they had entertayned themſelves a while upon that ſubjeR; You have told us things 
inorder, fayd Oroondates to Barfina , which I had heard confuſedly long ago , nor 
bad T loſt the remembrance of them if at the time when ,[ heard them ſpoken of, I 
had interrefſed my ſelf as much in your affairs as I have done ſince ; 1now find a fair 
occaſion to imploy my ſelfe , and I muſt confeſs to you that if Prince Oxyatres will 
make uſe of me in his deſign, I ſhall joyfully embrace the opportunity of _ bim 

ood offices toward you z the eſteem I have of his perſon, and the love and reſpeR I 

rto the whole family whereof he is deſcended, will make mee undertake the moſt 

difficult —_—_— may be for his ſatisfaRion , and Iknow that in doing him ſervice 
I (ball not offend Barſina: They indeed are worthy of one another , and as among all 
Princeſſes Oxyatres can find nothing more lovely then Barfina, (he all Princes 
cannot find one who deſerves better to ſerve her then Oxyatres , and with whom for 
the merit of his perſon, the greatneſs of his birth, and the remembrance of his anciene 
paſſion , (he can more worthily march her ſelf. Barſina blufhe ar theſe words withour 
replying , and the Prince judged by her ation , that perhaps ſhee would ——_— 
great uy new to hearken to the propoſition he made her. They had a little di 
upon that ſubjeR, after which Oroondates was willing te give his ſiſter liberty to riſe, 
and to that end leaving Barſina with her, hee went out of her Chamber to Lyſimachus 
kis Tent, where a good part of his companions were already afſembled 
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9 He Princes were met together in Lifimachus hisTent, to deliberate 
what order they ſhould take about the affault for which the Ar» 
my was preparing. The Engines, they had ſtayed for, were now 
ina readin*fle, and all the skill-of the moſt induſtrious work- 
men of Afia had been imploycd about chem; but amongf all 
thoſe that were moſt expert, Demetrius was he that had furniſhed 
the rareſt inventions. For all he was fo young and amorous, he had beftowed 
ſome hours in that ſtudy, and he there made his experiments in that ſcience, 
which afterwards gave him the name of Polyorcetes, or taker of Cities. His fa- 
ther & all his fricnds admired the effeCts ot his inventive wit,and of the inclina- 
tion he had to thoſe exerciſes, in which he gave dir«ftions, & inftruted thoſe he 
ſet a work, rather like an old Mafter, than a young Prince prepoſſefſed 1ith an 
amorous pafſion , and fitter in appearance for any other imployment. The 
Princeſſes themſelves took pleaſure to be ſometimes preſent at his work, and 
Deidamia , who in all his ations found motives to recede from her ſeverity in 
favour of him , did not hearken without ſome intereſt to the praites that were 
given to ſuch hopefull beginnings. Amongſt his many ſeverall inventions, he 
cauſed Engines to be made of a prodigious greatnefſe, to oppoſe them againſt 
the height of the walls, which without that elevation were ſafe from any ſca- 
lado. Theſe were certain towers or kind of houſes, on the top of which one 
might place a good number of men, and the under-rooms were filled with Ar- 
chers, who out at open places made for that purpoſe, ſhot arrows ſecurely a- 
gainſt the battlements, to favour the approaches of their companions ; they 
were moved upon wheels, which by reaſon of the exeeffive weight of the bodies 
they carried,could be turned but very {lowly;the Platform, where the ſouldiers 
ftood that were commanded out for the ſcalado, was defended with a good 
parapet, and in the middle of it engines of battery were raiſed, which by the 
torce of certain cables ſtretched and let ſlip again with violence, eaſt tones of 
aboy ce an hundred pound weight to the diſtance of above three hundred paces, 
and more than two hundred foot in height. Befides theſe Engines that wereto 
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berolled into the Moat after having filled up thoſe places with earth, or with 
bruſh faggots, where they had meant to ſet them, they had made others more 
manageabl: to batter the gates;for they knew very well,that the ſtrength of the 
Rams would have been bur licttle connderable againft tuch walls as thoſe of 
Babylon; the Princes took great care to ſee them all in order, and intended to 
make trial of them before they imployed them in good earneſt. The reſult of the 
counſell held in Lyſfimachus his Tent was, that they nn re longer. to defer 
the aſſault, ſince they were in a condition to give it, for fear the courage of the 
ſouldiers ſhould flacken by prolonging the fege, and leaſt by the arrivall of 
ſome relief, which the enemies expetted, their difhculties ſhould grow greater 
than-they were at that preſent, and order was given that at the : ginning of 
that very night they ſhould fall to work about filling up thoſe parts of the 
Moat, whither they purpoſcd to relle their Engines, and by which they were to 
get unto the wall. , 

For this end they had provided a great ramber of Bavins, and the for- 
ces appointed for that ſervice, had no ſoener received command, but they 
put themſelves in a readinefſe to execute it. Eumenes and Polyperchon un- 
dertook the care of that ſervice, apd as ſoon as night was come, they had 
their men upon the eounterſcarp the Moat, and ſet them about the bufineſle; 
they that were to work had furniſhed themſelves with all materials that were 
neceſſary ; they got earth from the counterſcarp which they threw down, and 
took taggots from a great number of Carts which brought /them after them, 
There being twenty ſeveral places in which they were to work, Enmensand 
Polyperchon,who could not be preſent every where, left a Commander in each 
place, with certain Officers to overſee the workmen, and a thouſand ſouldiers 
upon the counterſcarp,to ſuftain them againſt ſallies,and went up and down to 
ali the reft to provide all things needfull. The darkneffe of the night faveured 
theic beginnings againſt the enemies arrows z but when it was half ſpent,they 
ſallied upon them in two ſeveral places, commanded on the one fide by Arifton, 
and on the other by Andiagoras. 

They preſently made a very great flaughter of the firſt that happened 
to bein their paſſage, -and interrupted the work by the death. of a great 
number of Pioneers and ſouldiers; but Eumenes and Polyperchon, having 
rallied their forces with a marvellous diligence, without calling for relief 
or giving the alarm to the reſt of the Camp, ftopt their tury in a little time, 
and preſſed them ſo vigorouſly afterward, that having left many of their men 
ſlain in the Moat,they were conftrained to return into the town. In the mean 
while the work was ſo diligently haftened , that before day , the third part 
of it was done, the workmen lodg'd,and in ſome meaſure fheltred from the at- 
rows that were fhot from the top of the walls. 

Next morning the befieged with ſorrow diſcovered the progrefle of their ene- 
mics, and how they had lodg'd themſelves,and wonld have tried to beat them a» 
way from thence, if they had not ſeen part of the army upon the counterſcarp in 
a poſture to withſtand their reſolution. The day paſſed withont attempting any 
thing, and the Princes contented themſelyes with making thoſe parts be _ 
which they had taken, without ingaging their ſouldiers raſhly in too maniteſt 
_—_— but as ſoon as darkneſs had driven away the light, which had hin- 
dred their proceedings, they fell to work again , and continued it with ſuch 
ſpeed , that by break of day they had carried it within thirty foot of the wall, 
and needed but another night to bring it to perfe&ion. 

The next enſuing was not quite paſſed, when there was an alarm given 
to Antigonus his quarter; ſome horſemen that had been ſent abroad to ſcour 
the wayes, were beaten back by a ftronger party, and being returned in- 
to the Camp, after having loſt ſome of their fellows, had brought intelli- 
Tp which made all the Princes riſe and go to Antigonus his Tent. They 

aid they had met fifty or threeſcore horſe advancing ſecretly toward theCamp, 
an 
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and that having asked them the word, they had been fo ſuddenly charged,that 
all the / were able to do was to {ave themiclves by the ſwiftneſſe of their horſes. 
The Princcs doubted not by this report, but that thoſe horſe» en, were the 
fore-runners ot a greater body that was advancing to relieve their enemies, and 
being defirous to know the certainty, while they wete fetting the army in a rea- 
dinetle to receive them, they preſently ſent torth two hundred horle, under the 
command of Araxcs and Cleonimus, who guided by the Troopers that had gi 
ven the alarm,departcd from the Camp with order to bring in news of the ene. 
my; but ſcarce were they without the line, -when there appeared upon the 
town walls a lighted torch which was held up, and ſhaken about for a certain 
time. Antigonus, who was one of the firſt that obſerved it,ſhewed it to his com- 
panions, that were gathered together with him before his Tent. Lets donbt no 
longer (ſaid he to them) but that relief is come to our en-mies, bchold the fig- 
nall which they of the town have given,and I am much deceived, it while theſe 
ſupplies ſtrive to get into the City, the beſieged make not a ſalley to favor them 
and facilitate tbcir paſſage. All the Princes were of the ſame opinion, it being 
grounded upon very great probability , and with that beliet they made the 
whole Camp ftand to their arms, ſent order to thoſe on the other fade of the ri- 
ver to bring over more forces, and gave notice to Eumenes and IG, 
that they ſhould keep in their Poſts with theirs, and not quit the work they had 
begun, what noiſe,or what alarm ſoever they ſhould hear, unlefle they received 
ſome new order. The valiant Thaleftris, who was gotten up as well as the Prin- 
ces,was entreated to ſtay with all ker women , to guard thoſe other own ſex, 
and in caſe it fhould be neceſſary , to draw up all her ſquadrons round their 
Tents to defend them. The orders were hardly given, when Cleonimus return- 
ing with his men brought 3 of the enemies priſoners unto the Princes, He was 
preſently incompaſſed with a great number of g illant men, and after that in 
a few words he had given them an account of the incounter,and of the ski-raiſh 
he had newly had, Prince Artaxerxes,who was then in command,cxamined che 
priſoners, and having put them out of their tear, asked who they were, under 
what lead2r, what number,in what order, and with what defign they marched? 
We are 1:d ( anſwered one of the priſoners ) by Nabarſanes, who with 12000 
horſe drawn out of thoſe countries which Alexander left him, & out of thoſe of 
his ncighbours,m2ans to endeayor to pet into the town;his Cavalry is wel cho- 
ſen,well armed, well mounted, & with the help of thoſe within, hopes to break 
through your troops,but we ſhould have had much more confidence of it, if we 
could have ſurprized you, as we believed we might have done, if we had come 
ſome tew hours ſooner. This priſoner told other particnlarities to Ptolomeus 
and Craterus,who asked him many queſtions; but he had no ſooner named Na- 
barzanes,but PrinceArtaxerxcs, Qroondares,and Oxiartes,grew pale and trem- 
bled with horror,at the deteſted name of that abhominable paricide. Actaxerxes 
as moſt coneerned, appeared moſt ftrucken,and atter having teſtified his aftoniſh- 
ment by a few minutes filence;Is your Comander{ aid he to the priſoners )that 
execrable Nabarſanes, who with impious Befſaus imbrucd his cruel hands in the 
bloud of his King? The priſoners having avowed it by their ſilence. O Gods 
( continued the Prince of Perſia ) how pertett is your juſtice in bringing this 
monſter to puniſhment, and in giving Darius his ghoſt a ſatisfaftion, which A- 
lexander owed it, and which he refuſed to pay at the (ſolicitation of a vile Eu- 
nuch; I was obliged to follow this paricide over all the earth,and he comes now 
to deliver himſelf up unto his deftiny, without putting me to the trouble to go 
and ſcek him. While Artaxerxes ſpake thus, Oroondates andOxiartes, whoſe re- 
fentments came little ſhort of his,could not withhold their tears, and rekindled 
their wrath againſt the monſter by the news of his arrival. They ask'd their pri- 
ſoners ſome other queſtions touching the order of their march, & the way their 
troops were coming,and when they had informed themſelves ſufficiently, Arſa- 
ces drew 12000 horſe trum among the beft of theirs , and Prince Oxiartes 
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took fix thouſand others with a deſign to fetch a greater compaſle, to ſurround 
the enemy,and put them out of hope of flight. 

" When theſe were all on hor(back, and that Lyſimachus, Orontes, and De- 
metrius were alſo mounted with Arſaces, intending to go eek their enemies 
without the line, they heard a crying, Arm, Arm, towards the gates of the Ci- 
ty, and learned trem one to another,that the beheged were fallying,and falling 
upon thoſe that were next them with the better part of their forces. This news 
did not at all diſmay the Princes, nor did it interrupt Arſaces his reſolution, 
he march'd with his men out of the Camp, and Prince Oroondates, Ptolome- 
us, Craterus, and Antigonus with Battalions and Squadrons which were then 
drawn up in order, turned againft Perdiccas, who, tollowed by Peuccſtas and 
Neoptolemus, was come forth in perſon with cight theuſand of his men to fa- 
vour the paſſage of his Allies, while the fight was beginning and growing hot, 
and that Perdiccas by that firſt refiftance tound it would be no light difficulty 
to open away for the relief. 

Arlaces gone out of the Camp advanced at a large trot towards his enemies, 
but he was not far without the line, when he heard the noiſe, and even the 
neighing of their horſes,that were coming up with ſpeed at the fignall which 
was ſhewed them from the walls a ſecond time. He ſent forth Criton with a 
party of horſe to diſcover them, and Nabarzanes, who had heard the ſamc noiſe 
Arſaces had done, did the ſame on his ſide,and made a halt,not knowing what 
reſolution he ſhould take. Arfaces and Lyſfimachus with their compantons 
wayered likewiſe in theirs, thinking it fit to ftay till day which was near at 
hand, for fear leaft the enemies and Nabarzanes, whom they ſought tor more 
than all the reſt, ſhould eſcape himin the dark, eſpecially ſceing by that delay 
they gave Oxiartes leave to invirone them. With this conceie they ſent Peee 
dily after Criton; forbidding him to ingage , and commanding him onely to 
keep a little before, and to obſerve the countenance of the enemy , as much as 
ar & would ſuffer him, in caſe they ſhould adyance any further. His defign 
was executed as they had contrived; for Nabarzanes, who ſaw himſelf diſcove< 
red, durſt not go on, neither woald he retire in diſorder, for fear of giving 
his encmies greater advantages by his retreat, While he was in this irreſoluti- 
on accompanied with deadly apprehenfions, the darkneſs began to vanifh, and 
inſenfibly, the troops of eicher party perceived and knew one another. Then it 
was that Arſaces commanded all his Trumpets to ſound a charge, ard mar- 
ched againft his half-conquered enemies as to a certain viftory, rather than to 
a combat, whoſe ſucefſe could be diſputed with him. Yet Nabarzanes, who ſaw 
himſelf in a manifeſt danger, and who judged , that nothing bur his ſword 
could clear his paflage _ return, received them very ftoutly, and his ſoul- 
diers, which were choſen men,quickly made it appear, that the advantage over 
them was not to be gotten without lofſe of bloud. Arſaces, Lyſimachus, O- 
rontes, Demetrius, Alexander, and the ſons of Artabaſus, flew in amongſt 
them like ſo many hungry Lions, and the extraordinary fury that tranſported 
them at the remembrance of Darius , made them do things beyond the power 
of men ; at firſt it was not light enough to diſcern objetts diftinly, but when 
once it was clear day, theſe valiant Warriours ſought their enemies, and hew'd 
out their paſſage amongſt them with more facility than betore. Arſac.s,who in 
that firft brunt had dy'd himfelf all over in bloud, and who that day had facri- 
ficed part of mercifull inclinations to the memory of the revenge he owed unto 
his fathers Ghoſt,ſlaughtered his enemies with pleaſure,and ſeeking tor Nabar- 
zanes in all places, made his name reſound which way ſoever he turned, Where 
art thou Nabarzanes (cried he ) where doſt thou hide thy ſelf, thou horrible 
murtherer of thy King, behold the remnants of that bloud which thou didft ſo 
inhumanely and ſo perfidiouſly ſhed. 

Uettering theſe words, he went about to every part of the field, where he be- 
lieved he might meet him, and Nabarzancs, who at firſt had fought inthe w_ 
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ranks, not being then able to reſiſt his fear, and the remorſe ef his guilty con- 
iciknce,crowded into the midd: ſt of his men, and ſought for Sanftuary againſt 
che tword of that threatning Warriour, Arſaces not knowing which way to 
get to him, let tall his anger upon the firft that oppoſed his paflage ; Lyſima- 
chus gave blowes little different from his, and in that occafion ſhewed gallant 
marks both ot his ulual valour, and of the intereſt he took in the revenge of 
Pariſatis's tather ; Orontes made himſelf remarkable by aftions like thoſe 
which in the Amazons Countrey, and in all other places where he had drawn 
Mis (word, had gained him fo brave a Reputation ; and young Demetrius 
pricked with Emulation by the a&ions of thoſe famous men, did things that 
were miraculous to cqual them ; the other Princes that followed did break 
into the Enemies ranks with a courage like theirs, and in ſhort they were (© 
vigorouſly ſecond: d by their men, that Nabarzanes his Troups, not being 
longer able to withſt:-nd thein, gave ground firſt, and within a little after 
plainly turned their backs. 

Aﬀoon as Artaxerxes ſaw them in diſorder, he ruſhed into the thickeſt with 
a fury which made him find room enough whereſoever he went, and opening a 
Way to the very laſt ranks, which were the firft that fled, he ſought Nabarzanes 
ſo carefully there, that he no longer could eſcape his fight, and being fſhewed 
him by ſome of his own men, whom fear of death had forced to do him that 
ill office, he ran to him with a cry, which for all his arms froze him with a 
mortal terrour : Thou muſt die, Nabarzanes, (ſaid he ) but thou muſt die as 
Beffus did. Saying theſe words he flew upon him, with his ſword in his hand, 
and in deſpight of the refiſtance of a great many of his men that d:fended him, 
he charged him ſo impetuouſly, that with the firſt blow he gave, he made his 
Cask tumble among the horſes feet; the unarmed head of that horrible par- 
ricide appearing to the eyes of Darius his ſon, awakened his indignation with 
ſo much violence, that all the power of mankind would have been too weak 
to ſtop the effetts of ir. 

Nabarzanes his friends ſeing his head without defence, weuld have ſhel- 
tred him with their budics : But the famous Prince of Pcrfia quickly made a 
way with his ſword, and ſending ſome ofthe moſt zealous of them to gnaw 
the earth, got up to N.barzanes juſt as he was turniug his back to run away, 
and not judging him worthy to die by his ſword, he ler. it hang by a chain, 
wherewith it was faftened to his arm, and with his right hand, which was then ' 
free, ſeizing upon his hair that hung long upon his ſhoulders, he ſpurred on 
his horſe at the ſame inftant, and with that puiſſant arm pulled the Traytor 
out of his ſaddle, and having dragged hima few ſpaces on that manne:, with 
an unparalelFd force he laid him crofſe the bow of his own, ſtretched all at 
length, and maugre the oppoſition of all his men, carried him out of the 
throng in that eftate. Wretched Nabarzanes ftrugled in Arſaces his hand, like 
ſome weak bird in the talons of an Eagle or Vulture; but all his ftriving 
was to no purpoſe, for his furious Conquerour brought him off eafily from 
among thoſe of his party, and meeting Criton, who was bufie with ſome other 
horſemen in purſuit ot thoſe that fled Stay ( cried he )) and keep this mur- 
therer of my Liher whom [ deliver into thy hands. With theſe words he gave 
him into his cuſtody, ard Criton, who took part in his Maſters reſentments, 
received him with a great deal of joy, and caufing him to be mounted be- 
hind one of his Troupcrs, he made all the reft ride round about him, uſing 
all the caution that was neceſſary to hinder ſuch a priſoner from eſcaping. 

In this interim, Lyfimachus and his companions had utterly defeated their 
enemies, and for thetr abſolute deſtruRion, their ill Deſtinie made thoſe that 
had gotten the advantage of the reft by flight, to fall into the party led by 
Prince Oxyartes, who no leffe animated than his Nephew by the memory of 
the King his brother, put them almoſt every man to the ſword. This defeat 
was exceeding bloudy, and the Conquerours never gave off till they knew 
Aaaaaaaaaz that 
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that Nabarzanes was taken, and that an examplary juſtice might be done upon 
the perſon of that Monfter. After they had given quarter to ſome few that had 
eſcaped from their firſt fury, the Conquerours returned tothe Camp with as 
entire a viftory as they could have wiſhed. They found { heir valiant compa- 
nions vitorious, as well as they over them that had tallied out of the town, 
and heard,that after a conſiderable lofſe on both tides, they had beaten back 
Perdiccas to his very gates, the work of thoſe that were filling up the Moat 
having never been interrupted, but by the approach ot day, which had made 
them defer the end of it till the night following. Oroondates welcomed his 
deir brother with acclamations of vittory, and the Princes, who had accom. 
panied him, received from the whole army ſuch honours and prayſes as were 
due unto their vertue ; but when diſloyall Nabarzanes appeared before Org. 
ondates, Artabaſus, and thoſe who did yet revercnce the memory of Darius, 
his fight tranſported them in ſuch manner, that their high vertue could hard- 
ly furniſh them with moderation enough to contain themſelves ; all cried our 
aloud that he ſhuuld be expoſed to the moft cruel torments that men were able 
to invent, and ſcarce was the authority of the Prince ſufficient, to reſcue him 
from the firſt fury ot thoſe that-were moſt paſſionate. Oroondates turned away 
his eycz from off his face, not being able to look upon it without horrour, nor 
without tcars, which that tragicall remembrance made him ſhed; and Arſa- 
ces being unwilling to condemn him, and being unwilling alſo to acquit him 
for a crime which his clemency could not mediate for without making it ſelf 
deteſtable, delivered him up to the judgement of Craterus, Antigonus, Ptolo- 
meus, and Poliperchon; none of thoſe that were concerned would haye to do 
init, and thoſe valiant Captains to be exempt from all blame in the puniſh- 
ments they ſhould ordain for a man that ſeemed to be a priſoner of war, would 
needs have Seleucus, who then began to leave his bed, and Nearchus, whoſe 
health was in the ſame condition, to be of the number ofhis Judges, and that 
they themſelves fhould paſſe ſentence upon a man of their own party. This 
conſideration was nothing favourable to Nabarzanes, for Seleucus was the 
firſt, that without having any reſpect to the defign he had had to ſerve thoſe of 
his party, jadged him worthy of the moſt rigorous torments that conld be jn- 
flifted, Nearchus was of his opinion, and then all the reſt of them condemned 
him to the ſame kind of d:ath , which Beſſus his horrible accomplice in that 
fa& had ſuffered. This decree, which was yet too gentle for his crime, was ex- 
ecuted with great ſatisfaftion to the Perfizns, who found ſome comfort in that 
revenge of their Kings death, ſuch was the end of the murtherers of much 1a- 
mented Darius, and the Succefſours of Alexander did in ſome meaſure repair 
the fau!t he had committed againſt the intereſt of all Kings, and againſt his u- 
ſuall magnanimity in ſparing that Monſters lite at the interceſſion of Bagoas. 
Order was given to cauſe the dead of each party to be buried or burned, & the 
remainder of that day was imployed in preparations tor the aſſault, which was 
intended for the next. Theſe laſt ſucceſſes had increaſed their hopes, and 
though their enterpriſe was ore of the greateſt that men had nndertaken , as 
wcll in regard of the ftrength and heipth of the walls they were to ſtorm; as 
of the number and valour of the men that defended them ; they doubted not of 
a favourable iſſue , and made themſelves ready joytully for any ation, the 
thought whereof might have ſtruck terrour into the moſt reſolute hearts, All 
the Engines were carefully ſurveyed that they might be fit for ſervice, and as 
{oon as it was night, Eumenes and Polyperchon ſet their men to work again, 
and plied them in ſuch a manner, that they had made an ena an hour before 
day, and the Moat without the Walls of Babylon, was filled up and made leyell 
with the counter-ſcarp in twenty ſeveral places,for the breadth'of above three- 
ſcore foot. 
No ſooner did the Sun diſcover his earlieſt beams, but through the whole 


Camp was heard the noiſe of a thouſand warlike inftruments, which _— 
the 
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the courages of the ſouldiers for the important aftion of that day , one might 
ſce them run on all ſides, and range themſelves under their Standards and Ban- 
ners with a chearfulnefſe fa)! of reſolution, their valiant Commanders obſer- 
yed it with a great deal of joy, and every one amongſt his own endeavoured to 
confirm them in it, by all the conſiderations of honour and of intereſt ; the 
common ſouldiers in whom the hope of booty produces uſually as ftrong ef- 
fefts as the deſire of honour, could not think ot the pillage of a City, proud 
with the ſpoils of io many Kings, and inriched with the treaſures of ſo many 
Provinces, without preparing themſelves for marvellous exploits, and they, in 
whoſe ſouls more noble confiderations were wont to work, promiſed them- 
ſelves a more perte& glory in this laſt effe& of their valour, than that they had 
acquired in their former conqueſts. The Princes walked about through all the 
quarters, and incited all the Battalions, which being drawn np in very good 
order, were adyancing already toward the Counterſcarp : one part of the Ca- 
valry ſtood in Battalia in the Plain on both fades of the river, and the other, by 
order from their Commanders , had changed their quality for that day, and 
made a body of infantry to march on to the affault as the reſt of the foot, thoſe 
famous Captains having judged that to afſault a Town like Babylon, defend- 
ed with twenty thouſand fighting men, all their forces were no more than nes 
ceflary. 

Oxiartes had the command that day, and the renewing of his flames having 
added ſomething to his naturall order, he ſeemed to be all fire in the duties of 
his place, and prepared himſclt to let Barfina ſee by the aftions of that day,that 
without offending the memory of Memnon , fhe well might caft her eyes upon 
ſo worthy a fucceſfour. Artaxerxes, Oroondates, and Orontes, who had no 
forces te which they were particularly engaged, took part in his cares to give 
him caſe, and all the other Commanders themſelves at the head of their 
men to fall on in the places that were affigned them. It was no triviall enterpriſe 
to attacque that vaſt extend of walls on every fide, and for the exectuion of ſuch 
a defign,thePrinces in probability ſtood in need ofa far greater number of men 
than that they had ; but they likewiſe made a ftrong diverſion of the enemies 
forces, and all places were not a little weakned, which were guarded onely by 
men that had a circuit of three hundred and ftixty furlongs to defend. When 
they bad implored the affiftance of heaven , by the ſacrifices that were offred 
through the whole Camp, and that all the forces were in the readinefle that 
had been ordained, they were made to advance at the found of divers inftru- 
ments which truck fear into the hearts of thoſe that defended the walls. Per- 
diccas neverthelefſe had forgot nothing that belenged to his charge, and ha- 
ving found by the enemics working, that their deſign was to give a generall af- 
ſau}r, he had prepared himſelf to ſuftain it, and not contented with the ſoul- 
dicry which he had to man the town, he had cauſed the better part of the inha- 
bitants to take up arms. Againſt Craterus his approach he had oppoſed Caſ- 
ſander; Peaceftas againft that of Oxiartes; Andiagoras againft Artabaſus; An- 
tigenes againft Antigonus; againſt that of Eumenes his enemy Neoptolemus; 
Teutamus againft that of Pelyperchon. Betides theſe fix orincipal Poſts he 
had furniſhed all thoſe places where his enemies had filled the Moat, with a 
god number of ſouldiers and Officers to command them , judging well that 
there they would imploy their greateſt force. All things were in goed order 
upon the walls, when thoſe dreadfull Engines began to move, which were full 
ot armed men, and in which moft part of the Princes had taken their places; 
they were drawn by cables that were put round many pieces of timber ram- 
med into the earth on the far fide of the Moat, even at the very foot of the wall, 
nor was it without aſtoniſhment that theſe moving houſes were ſeen to ap- 
proach thoſe lofry walls at the mercy of a torm of arrows , which pourcd up- 

on then as they came on ; the Parapet, wherewith the platform was defended, 
and their large fhiclds,which the ſouldiers held forth againſt them, diverted 
part 
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part of the danger, and the Archers that were plac'd in a lower ftory, and that 
ſhot under cover t againſt the battlements, favoured thoſe who were above 
them, and who wayted onely for an oportunity to plant their ſcaling ladders, 
wherewith the plattorm was provided, they began alſo to make thoſe engines 
of Demetrius his invention to play , which threw ſtones of an extraordina 
weight , and they that had the care of them managed their buſinefle with ſach 
dexterity, that they could ſcarce haveaimed them better with a bow or ſling, 
that ſtrange manner of fght made havock among them that defended the our- 
tain , and did qv © tertifie them at the firſt; but their Commanders 
hcartened them, andtelling them that the danger was'not great enough to be 
fled trom, eſpecially ſeeing their flight would give their exemics the vitory, 
and deprive 'them of all hope of ſafety, they made. them ftand firm in their 
places, and expeft their deftiny with patience. It would be hard for me to de- 
{crcibe the particular ations of ſo many famous Warriours, as made themſelyes 
r2markable that memorable day, thenumber of valiant and conſiderable men 
in that army was too great to be able te relate the circumſtances of their ex- 
ploits, and befides, we have enlarged our ſelves but too far already in diſcour- 
ſes of this nature, the length of which would without doubt be tedious; there- 
fore wewill onely ſay, what cannot be omitted without concealing the moſt 
important events of this our Hiſtory, 

Craterus,Polyperchon, Antigonus,Oxiartes,Eumenes, and Laomedon ftood 
upon the edge of the Moat at the head of their men , to lead them on to the aſe 
ſaulc as ſoon as their companions had maſtred the firft difficulties , and Prince 
Ocoondates, Actaxerxes, Lyl1tmachus, Ptolomeus, Demetrius, and the gallant 
Amazun Queen, followed by Menander, Alexander, Menelaus, and the ſons 
of Artabaſus, had placed theinſelves ſeverally inthe Towers, by which they 
hoped to find a ſhorter way to come unto their enemies. Their valour did not 
long remain unprofitable, and they ſpent part of the day in oppoſing their 
ſhields againſt che arrows that fhowred upon them, without finding any other 
matter to imploy themſelves; but in the end in ſpite of all oppoſition, they gor 
to the bottome of the walls, and then it was that a thouſand ladders were lif- 
ted up from the top of thoſe Engines towards the battlements, and that the be- 
fieged with a firm reſolution received them  overthrowed them, and gavee 
great many different deaths unto their enemies. There it was that the danger 
came to be known, and that by the fall of their toute ſouldiers, the 
Princes judged that the City would very hardly be entred by fo perillous a 


Way. 

The befieged made uſe of all things for their defence , and by the adyantage 
they had in the height of the place they were upon, all manner of arms became 
the more effeQuall; they caſt down ftones of a prodigious weight, which never 
fell withour deftrudtion, and darted fire-works akilfally compoſed, which did 
confiderable execution among the ſouldiers, and did much miſchief to the 
wood the Engines were made of; above three thouſand men loſt their lives in 
lefſe than an hour by that kind of combat, more than four thouſand were 
wounded, and even among the Princes Menander was flain with an arrow, 
Demetrins ſhot through the hand, Orontes was laid for dead at Thaleftris feet, 
and Prince Artaxerxes knocked down with a ſtone, which diſabled him for ſer- 
vice all the reft of that day , and which had abſolutely killed. him but for the 
goodnefle of his Cask. | 

Perdiccas,  Caffander, and their companions, who by many tokens found 
the fruic of their reſiſtance, incouraged their men ftill more and more, and 
prend of that good ſuccefle. *Tis not a flight attempt (cried they (for Perſians 
and Scythians, to force the walls of Semiramis, when they are detended by the 
Saucceſſours of Alexander; behold the laft day of the war, and the day that you 
fhall bury your ſelves in our Moat, as in a grave o__ for the ſunerall of all 


your army. Theſe words or others to the ſame effc&, which the befieged gr 
red, 
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red aloud in many places, were heard by their enemies, and thereupon being 
animated by ſhame, they were incited to extraordinary attempts. | ery 
tes, who had heard you of them, bluſhed at thoſe reproackes, and was kindled 
with a fury, againft which, the walls of Babylon appeared too weak, for the 
defence ot its inhabicants, he caft his irefull look toward the battlements, and 
threatening his enemies both with arm and voice, took a ladder in his own 
hand, and covering himſelt with his ſkield,he clapt ic up againſt the wall. Fol- 
low me ( cricd he to thoſe that were near him ) here it is we muſt cither ſeek 
for fame or buriall. 

Saying theſe words, he began to get up, þut ſcarce had he ſet his foot upon 
the loweſt ſtaves, when he was met with by a tempeſt, under which any 0- 
ther man but he would without doubt have been orewhelmed, but covering 
himſelf with his ſhield in his left hand, and holding by the ladder with his 
righc, he bore that burthen, which would have been inſupportable to a leſſer 
ftrength ; many CI men ſet up ladders alſo, and began to go up by his 
example, but they made Rot an equall progrefſe,and meſt of them were thrown 
down again at the very firſt fteps, The undaunted Prince,maugre all the obſta- 
cles, wm, all the refiſtance of his enemies, got at laft to the top ot his ladder,and 
catching hold of a battlement;was going to throw himſelf upon the wall, when 
he found Ariſton there, who forbad his paſſage with fo weighty a blow, that but 
for the help of the battlement which he had already fcized upon, he in the po- 
ftare he then was, had been without doubt overturned on the top of thoſe that 
followed him; he ſtaggered at it a while, but ſoon recovered himſelf, and ha- 
ving taken ſure footing, while Ariſton prepared to ſecond his former ſtroak, 
he prevented him with a back blow which cut off the hand ke had lifted up a- 
gainſt kim, cloſe by the wriſt. Arifton loofing his courage with his bloud and 
ſtrength, quittod the place unto his enemy, and the fierce Prince of Scythia had 
no ſooner driven him away, but rayfing himſelf with a great deal of a&ivity, 
he ſprung to the trop of the wall, yet it P caſed his deſtiny that part ofthe Bat- 
tlement he held fell down by the force he uſed in ſtriving to get up, and tumb- 
Ing upon thoſe that followed him, overthrew them all with their ladder, ei- 
ther killed or wounded, whilethey that had oppoſed the others which were 
planted , caft them down headlong with the ſame deftruftion into the Moat, 
and not onely took away the advantages they had gained, but alſo the courage 
of attempting to ſcale them any more: | 

Thoſe who defended the place where the Prince of Scythia had gotten up, 
were immediately ſcattered to avoid the death they feared to meet in the point 
of his ſword, but when they ſaw him alone,and that by the cries of their com- 
panions, they had learned the fate of thoſe that were coming after him , they 
recolle&ed their ſpirits, and getting together again, began to incompaſſe him. 
He ſoon ———_ the misfortune he was fallen into, and turning his eyes 
from the top of the walls, toward the Camp, which he could fee, all of ic 
from thence, he was unreſolved whether he ſhould preciptate himſelf into the 
Moat, rather than ſubmit himſelf to the mercy of his enemies. Muft I (aid he 
to himſelf with a deep figh) muſt I give my enemies the joy to triumph to day 
over my life,or over my liberty. | 

This thought aflifted him moſt infinitely , but he had not the leiſure to 
expreſſc it, and =_ onely gave him time to reſolve to ſell that dearly, which 
they would bave taken from him. With this reſolution which he took very 
ſuddenly, he rufhed like a Lyon into the middeft of thoſe that afſaulted him, 
and with his two firſt blows, having layed two of the forwardeft of them dead 
at his feet , he made their companions know that he was not yet their priſon- 
er, though he were ſhut up within their walls , their breadth at the top which 
was of two and thirty foot, afforded them room enough to fight in , bat it 
proved oftentinres too narrow , for thoſe, who flying the point efhis fatall 
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ſword to the very brink, fell down into the ſtreets. and found that death by 
their;fall, which they had in vain endeavoured to avoid. The moft terrible ob- 
jets that ever had been ſeen, were nothing in compariſon of what Oroondates 
appeared to them that oppoſed his fury, and ſome amongft them who called to 
mind juft ſach another accident, whereby Alexander had been ſo near his death 
in the City of the Mallians, thonght they faw ſomething far more great, and 
far more dreadfall in this latter ; He had already covered the place on which 
he fought with flaughtered carcaſſes, and ſuch was his fortune, that his enc- 
mies had not yet drawn bloud of him ; but though he had been yet more vali- 
ant, ific could have been poſſible, though he had been invulnerable, there was 
a neceſſity of yielding to a world of enemies, whoſe very throng alone was 
able to have ftifled him, and for a laſt effe& of his miſhap, that ſo redoubted 
ſword having been laid with roo potent an arm upon a Head-piece of too hard 
a tetnper, flew into a great many pieces, and left its Maſter diſarmed in that ex- 
tremity. 
His rage grew to the higheſt pitch when he ſaw himſelf in that con- 
dition, yer his misfortune was not capable to abate his courage, but infkant- 
ly thinking upon the means to prolong his refiſtance, after having overturn- 
cd thoſe with a ſhock that ran firft to ſeize upon him, he catched at the ſword 
of one of them that were next hitn, when his enemies ſurrounding him with 
leſſe fear than they had done before, came on ſo thick, that he no longer had 
the power to ſtir; He was thrown down at laft under a crowd that was like 
to have ſmothered him, and it was by order from one of the Commanders, in 
whom the Princes admirable vatour had begot a refpeft towards his perſon, 
that the ſouldiers endeavoured rather to take than kill him. Before they ſaffer- 
ed him to riſe again, his hands were bound, and his enemies, who conld not 
look upon him without rerrour, durft not adyenture to leave them free, for all 
they were unarmed, 
en he beheld himſelfin that eftate, ſo different from that in which he 
ought to have been, and in which he had been but a few moments before, he 
was upon the point of glving himſelfover to his deſpair, and caſting his eys on 
every ſide, he choſe a place from whence he might precipitate himſelf, and was 
already ftriving to get thither with that defign, when he was ftopt by thoſe 
that were about him, and reduced to a neceſfity of following them , and of 
ſubmirting to their will, then did he look upon his bonds with ſhame , and 
turning his eye upon the chief of thoſe that led him; theſe hands ( ſaid he ) 
were Teftined for other uſes than to bear the unworthy bonds thou giveft 
—_ ; my them off therefore, if thou wilt deſerve the glory thou haſt acqui- 
red to day. 
I will take them off ( anſwered the Captain ) if you will promiſe me to fol- 
low us without reſiſtance, and that by ſome a&ion of deſpair you will not 
force as to draw our ſwords ence more againſt you. I promiſe thee ſaid Oro- 
ondates, offering him his hands, and the man having untied them himſelf, 
made him go down into the Town, and paſſe amongft twenty naked ſwords 
towards the place where he meant to carry him. In the mean while the affaulc 
had been continued for ſome time very hotly , but after the taking of Oroon- 
dates, and the wounding of his friends, fortune ſeemed to have declared 
hee ſelf in favour of the beſieged, and they made ſo great a number of thoſe 
that were getting up Iadders fall into the Moat, that the ſouldiers loft courage, 
and durſt attempt it no more; they alſo broke ſome of the Engines with the 
huge ſtones they rouled down upon them when they were faſtened to the wall, 
pur the reft in ſo ill a condition, that the Commanders and ſouldiers were 
conftrained te quit them, and retire toward the counterſcarp , while by the 
ſame invention that had drawn them to the wall, they were pulled back again 
from thence. 
Oxiatres 
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Oxiatres finding that day was not favourable to his party,8 Iooſing hope of 
a better iſſue, commanded a retreat to be ſounded on all ſides, but he left == 
tix thouſand dead in the Moat, and brought off above eight thouſand wound- 
ed. It would not be eaite to —_— the diſcontent of the Princes for this ill 
ſuccelſc ; rhey, by the greatneſle of their courage, difſembled part of it, and 
comtortcd themſelves by the hope of repairing their lofſe within a few dayes; 
but when they heard the fate of Prince Oroondates, they gave themſelves over 
to their ſorrow, and received the news as they would have done that of the 
utter ruine of their party; they could not judge whether he were dead or priſo- 
ner, but whatſoever his fortune were, they could not without a mortal grief, 
think of the lofle ef either his life or liberty. 

Lyſimachus made complaints more worthy of the greatneſle of his affe&tion 
to that Prince, than of the greatnefle of his courage, Orontes,Oxiatres, Ptolo= 
meus, Queen Thaleftris, and the Princeffe Barfina were all drowned in an im- 
moderate ſorrow. Berenice called for death with a ſea of tears, and protefted 
to all the world ſhe weuld not ſurvive the lofle of fo dear a brother, bus when 
Prince Artaxerxes at his coming to himſelf again C which was above two 
hours after his blow ) was told that cruell news, he appeared without compa- 
riſon more ſenſible of it, than he had been of all the moſt rragicall adventures 
of his life. He ran blindly to his arms,and would have returned unto the fight, 
cither to periſh there, or to reſcue, or revenge his deareft brother, it was to no 
purpoſe Br the Princes to tell him the condition of their affairs ; for he could 
not reſolve to continue one minate alive and at liberty, while Ocoondates was 
either dcad, or in the power of his enemies ; his tranſports were redoubled by 
the preſence of Berenice, whom he ſaw powring down flouds of tears, and not 
being able to find any conſolation for her, fince he was incapable of it for him+ 
ſelf; Madam ( ſaid he I will either quickly reſtore you Ocoondates , if he be 
living, or follow him to the grave ifhe be dead. Yet was ke fain (after having 
allowed ſome time to that firſt brunt of his paſſion ( to hearken a little to his 
friends,and recall that fortitude, which had formerly kept him from finking in 
ſuch important affairs, and ſach conſiderable loſſes. . 

In the mean time Prince Oroondates was led without Sword or Cask as 
long the ſtreets of Babylon, and though moſt part of the inhabitants were then 
upon the walls, yet did there happen to be many in his paſſage, who behold- 
ing his brave aſpeCt with admiration , recalled the almoft loſt Ideas into their 
minds, and remembred that they had tormerly ſcen that gallant Prince in their 
City, and adored in the Court of F a6cf Darius; he had gone but alittle 
way, when falſe Arbates crofling a ſtreet , had the chance to ſee him. He no 
ſooner caſt his eyes upon his face, but inſtantly he knevs him, and at that en- 
counter his aſtoniſhment was ſo great , that at firſt he was not able to ſpeak a 
word. Yet did he recolle& himſelf, and not having the face to ſpeak to the 
Prince,he addrefſed himſelf to the Officer that led him. Neander (faid he)whi- 
ther do you carry this priſoner ? I am going ( anſwered Neander ) to put him 
in a place of ſafety, till ſuch time as Perdiccas be at leiſure to fee him. Ar- 
bates having bethought himſelf a while before he replied. It would con- 
cern you ( added he) to go and preſent him immediately to the Queen , you 
will be ſure of a confiderable reward, and if you do it not after the no- 
tice I have given you, you will be in danger of incurring her diſplea- 
ſure. | 

Neander needed no other perſwafions to carry Oroondates before Roxana, 
and Arbates invited him to it out of the hope which he himſelf had of the re- 
compences he promiſed him; yet was he defirous the Prince ſhould have ano- 
ther opinion, and drawing near with the reſpeCt he owed him. Sir (faid he ) 
I do you no ill office in caufing you te be led before the Queen, from whom 
you will receive very different uſage, from what yon could hope for from Per- 
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diccas. Ocoondates underſtood Arbates his meaning , but he vouch ſafed not 
to reply, and looking upon him with contempt , he made him know that all 
the good offices he could receive from him were not capable !o touch him. 
Let us go ( ſaid he, onely te Nenader ) whether thou intendeſt to lead me; 
Roxana and Perdiccas are equally my enemies, and it is indifferent to me whe. 
ther I am priſoner to the one, or tothe other. Yet was it not without a great 
deal of trouble that he ſaw' himſelf carrying before Roxana , but he had no 
lefſe averſion for the fight of Perdiccas , and he alſo believed that it was lefſe 
ſhame to him to be ſo abaſed before a woman, than brfore a man whom 
he ceuld not efteem, and whom he confidered as his unworthy riyall. B: fore 
he came unto the Palace, Arbates haſted away to tell che Queen the news, and 
to prepare her for an obje&, which in probability ſhe could not behold with- 
out {ome inward diſturbance ; his foretzght was no more than neceſſary, for 
at a thing ſo unexpeRted , the Queen was ſo ſtrangely ſurpriſed, thac in the 
firſt cffefts ofher aſtoniſhment, the ſcarce had any underſtanding left ; the ex» 
celſc of happineſle ſhe tound in that adventure, made her for a while incredu- 
lous of Arbates his report, but when fhe thought ſhe could no longer doubt of 
it, and that ſhe had no more but a few moments to reſolve upon the ſight of 
that man whom ſhe had ſo much loved , and whom ſhe ftill loved better than 
her lelf, ſhe diftrufted her own ftrength for ſuch an a&ion, and turning to- 
wards Arbates and Hefione who then was with her; Ic is not fit ( ſaid ſhe ) 
that I ſhould ſee Oroondates in the condition I now am in, and in the preſence 
of a great many perions, who without doubt will obſerve my weaknctle in the 
changes of my countenance; when I have ſetled my ſelf a lictle, I may fee him 
with more confidence, and with more libert,, but in the mean time , I will 
have him lodged here in the Palace, and guarded by the guard of my own per- 
ſon. 

With theſe words, ſhe ſent for the Captain ofthe guard , and when he was 
come to her 5; Goſ ſaid fheJreceive the p_ Neander is bringing before us, 
lodge him in a quarter of the Palace, and ſtay your ſelf to guard him with your 
own company , but keep him in ſuch manger thar no body may ſee him, with- 
out my order; I ſay no bedy, fer I do not mean, that ſo much as Pe: diccas be 
excepted. The Captain went away with this command , and after him the 
Queen ſent Arbates, and ſome of her Officers, to give order about lod- 
ging the Prince , whom ſhe deſired to have uſed according to the greatnefſe of 
his birth, and that of the love fhe bore him. 

That was all ſhe could do in the trouble ſhe then was in, as w: 1] by reaſon 
of ſo unlooked for an accident , as of her fear for the ſucceffe of the afſanlt; the 
high intereR ſhe had in ic cauſed great di(quiets in her minde, and the had men 
upon the walls which every moment brought her news from thence; within a 
little while after that of Oroondates His being taken , ſhe heard that the ene- 
mies had the worft, and within an hour after ſhe learned that having received a 
very great lufſe, they had given over the affault, and were retiring trom the 
Moat; ſhe gave thanks unto the Gods for thoſe two favourable eyents, and the 
truth of the latter was preiently confi.med to her from Perdiccas his own 
mouth. He came to her, quite tranſported with the _—_— of that day, 
not confidering the blow they had received the day before, by the defeat of 
their Allies, and not being able to difſemble his contentment. 

Madam, ( ſaid he ) we are Conquerours, and our enemies have been fo ill 
handlcd in this affault, that if I be not deceived they have dearly bonght the ad- 
vantape they had over us yeſterday. I hoped for no leffe from your valour, (re- 
pli-d Roxana) but me thinks, you forget to publiſh part of your ſuccefle, 
and that you might tell me of Oroondates his being taken , as ofa news of 
ſome importance.Perdiccas had heard a kinde of a rumour of that bufineffe, but 
had not bem able to learn the truth of it , nor to get any certain information 
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of that priioners name, though the report of thoſe wonders he had done at hig 

taking , had put him into great ſuſpicions of the truth ; but when he heard ic 

from the Queens mouth , he ſeemed tranſported with joy at it, and could not 

diſſemble the fear he had been in of ſo dreadfull a rival,as courageous as he was, 

the name of Oroondartes of late ſtruck terrour in him, nor could he fancy him 

in the poſture he had ſeen him in twice or thrice without trembling , when he 

rememembred it was againſt that enemy he diſputed his pretenſions. Ah Ma- 

dam, ( ſaid he to Roxana ) is it poſſible that Oroondares is a priſoner? He ts ſo 
Can\{wered the Queen, turning away from thoſe of the company whom ſhe ſu- 
ſpetted ) but ke is my priſoner, as Statira is yours; and I pretend to have the 
ſame right over your rivalls that you have over mine, you will remember our 
agreements, and as I have not treubled you in your deſign upon Statira I cx- 
pet you ſhould trouble me as little in what concerns Orcoondates ; even out of 
generoſity you muſt forbear to ſte him for a fery days, for fear you fly into paſ- 
fion againſt a rivall, and againſt a man whom 1 cannet keep my ſelf from 1o- 
ving. 

She ſpake theſe words with a ſmile, and Perdiccas replied with much re- 
ſpeft. He that would ſerve you with the hazard of his life , will never trouble 
you in your intentions, and the leaft I ow to her that leaves me Statira with ſo 
much goodnefſe, is to give up Oreondates to her abſolutely. May the Gods 
afſift you to make a greater progrefſe in his heart, than I have done in the gain- 
ing of that ingratefull Princeſſe, and may they diſpoſe things ſo, that he ou 
of a juft ſenſe of the happineſſe you offer him, may quit that to me , which he 
can no longer diſpute againſt me without injuſtice. I will not ſee him ill 

ou ſhall pleaſe to command me, as well to give you this mark of the reſpe& 
I bear unto your will, as not to inſult over the misfortune of a man whom you 
Jadge worthy of your affeftion. 
fter this, and ſome other diſcourſe which they had upon that ſubje&, Per- 
diceas took his leave of Roxana, and went dire&ly to n Statira's lodging, 
- tobehimſelfthe bringer ofa news upoh which he hoped to ground ſome part 
ofhis fortune. That fair Queen and the Princefſe her fifter, had ſpent all the 
time ot the afſault in prayers, and though they had heard part of the event from 
thoſe that guarded them, yet were they ignorant ſtill of the particulars. Per- 
diccas was no ſooner come into their preſence, but with a face in which his joy 
appeared; Madam,(faid he to the Queen)the Gods who find more juſtice in our 
prayers than yours, have driven our enemies from our walls to their Ifſ-, and 
to their confuſion z I am ſorry to be the relater of a news that may affli& you z 
but perhaps you will be comforted for it, when you hear that Oroondates is in 
Babylon. Ocoondares in _ ? ( cried the Queen) and how can he be 
there if his party have had the diſadvantage?he is a priſoner( replied Perdiccas ) 
and my Gods by his ill fortune, have made known the injaſtice of his pre- 
tenfions. | 

Ah Perdiccas, ( fayd the Queen ) how cunning you are, and how well am 
Taccuftomed to your ſubtilties, to give no credit at all to what you ſay. I tell 
= true Madam, ( anfwered Perdiccas ) Oroondates is priſoner in Babylon, 

e was taken upon our walls, where he was the onely man of his party : hat got 
up, ard it isa thing whereof you may have time mo to be informed. Bae 
afflift not your ſelf (continued he ſeeing her change colour at his words } he is 
priſoner toa perſon that loves him, and one for whom perchance ere he get 
out of priſon he will haye noaverfion ; you need not bein fear for the uſage he 
is like to have, and it ſuffices me to tell you he is in Roxana's hands to make you 
judge that his condition will not be unhappy. 

The Queen hearkned to this difcourſe wich a mortal ſadneſfſc, though the 
ſtill doubred whether ſhe ſhould believe ic, and ſhe could not learn that her 
dear Oroondartes was in the power of his enemies, without being touched even 
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to the very bottome of her heart with his ill fortune, yet did ſhe diſſemble part 
of her g: ief before Perdiccas, and looking upon him with a countenance yery 
little moved. It Oroondates be a priſoner ( ſaid ſhe ) you have reaſon to be 
glad, (ince-you were but in little ſafety while you had ſuch an enemy before 
your walls; but ifhe be not, your policy is fruitleffe, fince neither his being ta- 
ken,nor his liberty can change my thoughts. It is not from his being taken (re- 
plied Perdiccas ) that Lexpc& your change, but yet I hope for ſome advan- 
tage by it, and ifhe change firſt by the favour ot Roxana, you will no lon- 
ger be obliged to the conſtancy in which you perſevere toward him. The 
change of Oroondates, if he were capable of it jd anſwered the Queen ) ſhall 
never authoriſe tine, and though he ſhould become unfaithfull, Perdiccas 
never ſhall ſucceed Alexander in Statira's heart.Perdiccas ſeeing that the Queen 
grew ſharp, was not willing to prefſe her further, but taking his leave , went 
whither he was called by the importance of his affairs, 

When th: Qaeen was left at liberty with her ſiſter , ſhe rcfle&ed upon Oro- 
ondates his captivity, and though ſhe knew not whether ſhe ſhould abſolutely 
believe it, yet did ſhe begin to reaſon upon that diſaſter, as if fhe had been very 
certain of it. Ah ſifter C ſaid ſhe ) with what a new affliftion the Gods over- 
whelm me, and what offence had innocent Oroondates committed, to make 
him fall into the power of his enemies; is it that the intereſt he takes in the 
miſeries of this unfortunate wretch renders him guilty in their eſteem, or that 
having made me feel ſo many ſorts of calamities, they will afflift me now with 
the onely croſle which yet remained for me to ſuffer ? In bringing forth theſe 
words, the tears fell from her fair eyes, and the Princeffe Parifatis,for all ſhe 
her (elf was fo ſenſible of her grief, uſed all her utmoſt endeavours to give her 
comfort, Peradventure Madam (faid ſheywe ought not to take -roncdas oo his 
captivity for an effe& of his misfortune and of ours; for it may chance to be 
more advantageous for us, that he is now ſhut up within the walls of Babylon, 
than if he were yet before theTown ——_ to a thoſe dangers, which he out- 
braves teo venturouſly , and in which he might perhaps have met his death. . 
He is in ſafety ofhis life , fince he 1s in Roxana's hands, ſhe loves him with 
too much paſſion, not to divert all the miſchief that can threaten him from his 
enemies or from his rivals. 

Ah Siſter ( replied the Queen ) is it poſſible you ſhould be ſo little acquaint- 
ed with Roxan's ſpirit, and that you ſhould not jadge by our own fortune, 
that aſter having vainly tried all gentle ways with Oroondates, there isno ex- 
tremity ſo great to which he is not like to fly. But perhaps (continued ſhe pre- 
ſently after with a ſigh, which the remembrance of Perdiccas his threats drew 
from her breaſt ) perhaps it will not be neceſſary tor Roxana to uſe violence a- 
gainft him,and that he will give up himſelf cither to the charms of that wieked 
woman, or to the conſiderations of his preſcnt fortune. 

Ah Madam ( anſwered the Princeſs ) how unjuſtly do you wrong a Prince, 
to whom you are ſo much indebted ? and how little do thoſe ingratefull ſuſ- 
picions ſuit with all the a&ions of Oroondates his life ? Neither do I believe, 
Madam, that you are much tormented with that apprehenfion, and after the 
little care you had to keep Oroondates yours, after tke death of Alexander, I 
cannot think you fear his change as the worſt fortune that can befall you I 
do not fear it ( replied the Queen ) becauſe I know his vertue too well, to be- 
lieve he can over be capable of it; But though it be true, Sifter, that after the 
death'of that great and illuftrious Husband the Gods had given me, I thought 
I could not, without doing my ſelf an injury, preferve any deſign touching 
Oroondates, it is alſo true, that his infidelity would be leſs ſupportable than 
bis death,. and perhaps leſs than mine own ; after having loft the greateſt of all 
men living, I believed I could not make any man his Succefſoar,and in that be- 
lief I uſtd a violence upon mine inclinations ,' which then you did not diſ- 
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approve,but that conſideration was not able to hinder me from loving Oroon- 
datcs till, nor from deſiring to be till leved by him; that's the onely happineſs 
fortune hath not robbed me of, and if 1 were deprived of that onely conſvlati- 
on, which hath ſweetened all my miſeries,I ſhould be deprived of all that could 
make me love, or that could make me ſuffer life. After theſe diſcourſes, the two 
Princeſſes had ſome others upon the ſame ſubjeft, and all the reſt of that day 
they entertained themſelves with conſiderations, which that event brought into 
their minds. 

In the mean time they had lodged Prince Oroondates in a quarter of the 
Pallace, and by chance it proved the very ſame, which in another condition, he 
had formerly lyen in, during the ftay Darius had made there before the battel 
of Arbella. That remembrance touched him with ſome motions of tenderneſs, 
and made him beſtow a few ſighs upon the memory of that great King : His 
lodgings were richly furniſhed, and his priſon was ſo ſumptuouſly diſfguiſed, 
that it was not to be known, but by the number of Guards that forbad the go- 
ing in and out of his chamber, and by a double grate that was put before the 
windows; inall other things he was uſed like a Kings ſon, and the will of 
Roxana, who defired it, was pun&ually fulfilled, 

When the Prince ſaw himſelf deprived of that liberty, which he would have 
imployed for the recovery of his Princeſſes freedome, and fruſtrated of the 
hopes he had to fight for her deliverance, he ſunk a little from his ordinary 
conſtancy, and bore that beginning of his captivity leſs patiently than might 
have been expeCted from the greatneſs of his ſpirit ; he made refle&ion upon 
the eſtate of his companions, and remembring that be had left them in danger 
for a quarrel, the greateſt intereſts whereof were his, he gave himſelf over to an 
immoderate afi&ion. What C ſaid he ) ſhall I then be a captive, or rather ſhut 
np In a Chamber, where I amin ſafety from the enemies ſword or javeline, 
while Artaxerxes, Lyfimachus, and their companions fight for Caflardra and 
Oroondites? Shall thoſe gallant reſolutions I had taken, yaniſh then without 
any effe&? If there be hazard to be run, if there be glory to be gained, ſhall my 
companions have it all, and ſhall Perdiccas and his friends laugh that they 
have him in their fetters,who had ſo loudly threatned him?O my faireſt Queen, 
if you were to hope for ſuccour, was it not from your Oroondates,and (ince by 
my captivity I loſt the means to give it you, ought I not to have prevented ic 
by a death leſs ſhameful and more ſupportable? 

In theſe unquiet thoughts, wherewith he was cruelly tormented, he found 
ſome conſolation,by remembring that he was but a very little diſtance from his 
Princeſs, and that he was ſhut up with her in the compaſs of the ſame walls. 
We are neither ſeparated (faid he Jby Seas nor Provinces, and onely a few hou- 
ſes takes np all the ſpace there is between my Queen and me ; but deareſt Prin- 
ceſs, we both are caprives in this City, which was once the King your Fathers, 
and which was alſo the King your Husbands, and poor Oreondates for all he 
is ſo near you, hath no more means to ſee you, and diſcourſe with you, than 
when he was kept in priſon by the King of Scythia. 

He had continued two or three hours in this kind of entertainment, when he 
was told that Queen Roxana was coming to viſit him. That hated name made 

his colour change, and he knew not which way he fhould prepare himſelf for 
the ſight of a perſon, whoſe very remembrance alone he could not but abhor, 
yet did he do all he poffibly could, to diſpoſe himſelf to: bear it , and ſcarce 
had he begun to ſettle his countenance , when he faw her come into the cham- 
ber, attended onely by Hefione and another of her maids. Thongh he was fain 
to uſe a great violence upon himſelf to receive her , yet did he go to meet her, 
and ſtroye to pay her what he believed due to the Widow of Alexander the 
Great ; bur it he were in ſome confuſion, the Queen was in no lefſe than he,and 
notwithſtanding all the preparations wherewith fhe had armed her (elf _ 


16 CASSANDRA. Part V, 


ſhe came unto that aftion, ſhe could not ſee the ſo beloved face of that man for 

whom ſhe had ſuffered ſo much,& whom ſhe had made ſo much to ſuffer,with- 

out being in the greateſt perplexity of mind, ſhe had ever felt in all her life; ſhe 

looked a while upon him with eys which ſufficiently diſcevered the motions of 
her heart, and if ſhe had followed them , fhe wonld without doubt have been 

tranſported to give him a reception far beyond the bounds of decency and mos 
deſty ; but having as much power over her ſelf as any woman in the world, ſhe 
made uſe of it in this incounter, and keeping her (elt within reaſonable mode- 
rate limits, after ſhe had ſaluted him according to the ordinary cuftome, ſhe 
was the firſt that broke filence in theſe words. I am come to render you what 
the quality of an enemy,and the condition of a priſoner of war, cannot take a= 
way from your birth and vertue, and to affare you, that your fortune is not 
—_ by being fallen into our hands, than it was when you fought before our 
walls, 

Though the Queen ſpake theſe words with a grace that was common to ve- 
ry few perſons, and that her beauty was capable ro difipate port of the reſent-= 
ments one might have againſt her. The Prince was PIs efſed with his by 
ſuch juſt and powerfull motives , that the ſence he was obliged to have of her 
civill offers, was hardly able to ſaſpend that for a moment, which 'he had of 
the miſeries ſhe had made him undergo; yet did he force himſelf the beſt he 
could, and being he bore a moſt perfe& reſpe& unto that ſex, he trove for all 
he was ſo mnch exaſperated to obſerye decency , even with his moſt bitter 
enemy 

x0 Majeſty takes a care ( ſaid he ) which 1 have never merited, and this 
favour is undeſervedly beſtowed upon a priſoner, and upon an enemy like me. 
If you are my enemy, ( replied Roxana ) Iam nor yoursz our thonghts have 
Aill continued in their firſt eftate, and as all the teſtimonies of affeftion,which I 
have given you, haye not Þcen able to touch your heart , ſo all the markes 
of hatred, which you have made appear againft me, both in your former and in 
your latter ations, have not been able to change my inclinations. Oroonda- 
tes had no intent to engage in ſuch a like diſcourſe, as defiring to ſhun all oc- 
cafions of falling again into the perſecutions of Roxana, but when he had put 
him upon that ſubje&, and by thoſe words revived his ſad remembrances 
and his lawfull reſentments, he could not be the maſter of them , but be- 
ing carried away by their impetuouſnefſe. I had thought Madam ( faid 
he ) I had been in a condition, that would have freed me from hear- 
ing or from uſing reproaches , but fince by yours to me , you give me ſome 
liberty to juſtifie my ations, I will excuſe them no other way but by avowing 
them; it is true that I have the thoughts of an enemy towards you , nay 
thoughts of ſuch a violent hatred, as perhaps —_— but your ſex alone 
hath defended you againſt them , and hindred me of the ſatisfaftion to deſtroy 
the cruell cauſe of all my misfortunes; it is not neceſſary I ſhould quicken your 
memory of them, you know well enough that after having a thouſand times 
diſturbed my quiet by your ſubtile plots, you in the end have _ deprived 
me of ic by a deceipt withont example, and cruelly torn away my happineſſe 
and all my hopes. It is you alone that bave thrown me headlong into this gulf 
of miſeries, wherein I have unfortunately languiſhed out my days; it is by 
your means alone that I loft all, and when you thought heaven was preparing 
to reſtore it me, you would have ſent it out of the world to put me out of all 
hope to recover it; you forgot that you were a woman and a Princefle, 
ta change your ſelf into a fury armed againſt my life, and ſo you could 
but make me periſh, you never feared the ſhame you were to reccive by 
ſuch a horrid cruelty, nor the remorſe of cenſcience that would have tortured 
you; for having fhed the remainders of the moſt illuſtrious bloud in the world, 
and the remainders of the bloud of your own Kings. Theſe Madam, _ the 
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gallant marks of your atfe&ion, and after this can you think it ftrange 
I ſhould have received them with ingratitude, and that I ſhonld reſent thoſe 
crafty praiſes that have been fo fatal to me, and abhor that prodigie of 
crueltie in which I had a greater intereſt than all Mankind ? Ir is true, 
Madam, that I have hatcd, that I have detefted you, and that I took up 
arms againſt you ; but could you think my reſentments fhould be more 
moderate , and that I couid behold the cruel Authours of my deplorable 
miſeries, and the horrible Murtherers of Statira, as other than Monſters, 
and Tormentors of my lite? 

The Prince peradventure would have ſaid more, if the Queen, who hear- 
kened impatiently, had not inter:upted him : I muft confels ( (aid the ) that 
I have done all that you reproach me with , but theſe ations, which are 
extraordinary to my Sex , and perhaps unto my humour, have becn ex- 
traordinary marks oft my affc&ion, and if you had rightly conſider: d them, 
they would have drawn your love, er your acknowledgement inſtead of 
your averſion : It was for your ſake alone, that from opennefſe and ſweet- 
nefſe, I fell to ſubtiltie and cruel.ie, and that dreadtull change of mind was 
nothing but a pure effe& of this affeftion, which you have fo ingratefully 
requited; ifat the firſt I troubled your repoſe, it was becauſe I thought yu 
ſhould have ſought it in none bat me alone, {ince it was for you alone I had re- 
je&ed mine; if I had « curſe to fubtilry to get you from my riyall, it was be- 
cauſe I believed you ought to have been mine, as I was wholly yours, and that 
having by the knowledge of your ingratitude loſt the hope ot acquiring you, 
I was not willing my rivall ſhould triumph over my deftruRion; and if after 
the death of the King our husbind, I would have diſpatched her out of the 
world, it was Oroondates,and not ambition of Empire , they were the max- 
imes of love, and not the maximes of State that carried me on to ſuch a crnel- 
ty;ſhe came again into a condition of takingOroondates from me,and to indca- 
yor to ſecure him to my ſelt, 4 with her would have ſacrificed all that n-xt after 
him » as deareſt to me in the world; imagine ſomething yet more ſtrange than 
that, 1 was capable to have done it that I might purchaſe you; but by theſe vio- 
lences which | have done to a nature, that of it felt was nor inclined to cruelty, 
and by theic blemiſhes which my ations may have ſtuck upon my reputation, 
you ought to judye, Oroondates,of the greatnefſe of my affe&tion, rather than 
of that of wy rivall by the {lender proofs you have received from her: ſhe hated 
you as ſoon as ſhe believed you ceaſed to love her, ſhe baniſhed you injurioa- 
{ly from her preſence , when with the price of your bloud, and the danger of 
your life you came to bu» her liberty, and I have loved you in your ingrati- 
tude, in your ſcorn, and even in your higheft provocations; I loved you when 

ou were armed for our ruine before our gates, and I love you ſtill being new- 
ly entred into our Ciry with your ſword in your hand,with a defign perhaps to 
turn it againſt my lite. 

Roxana made a ſtop at theſe words,and the Prince ſeeing ſhe expe&ed his an= 
ſwer; I do not deny ( ſaid he) but that theſe proofs of affe&ion which you al- 
ledge arevery different f:om thoſe I have received from Queen Statira, I never 
looked for any ſuch from her, and it ſhe had been capable to give me them, f 
might have been capable to loſe the report and the paſſion 1 kad for her, it was 
in permitting me to ſee her and to ſerve her that ſhe expreſſed her goodnefle to 
me, better than by crimes which could never have come into her thought with- 
out horrory and by the knowledge I had of her, received thoſe favours,as gra- 
ces that were above a reaſonable ambition; I wondred not that ſhe ſhould ceaſe 
to love him, when fhe believed him ingratefull and perfidious, who in his great- 
eſt fidelity was unworthy of her affe&ion, and by means of your cruel deceipr, 
I was guilty enough in her opinion, to deſerve a thouſand deaths with the ba- 
niſhment ſhe condemned me tozif ſhe hated me ſo long as my innocence was un- 
known to her, it ſhe married Alexander,you alone were guilty of the crime,and 
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if ſince her marriage ſhe bounded all her affe&tions in the perſon of the King her 
Husband, and conld neither love me, nor ſuffer me after my juſtification : I ac- 
cuſed nothing but her virtue onely, and did not think it ftrange that a Princeſs, 
who could not commit a fault, would not for my ſake go beyond the limits of 
her duty- In ſhort, Madam, though is were true, that that great Princeſs had 
ill requited my paſtion, ſhe is ſuch an one as merits an eternal ſervice, without 
the leaſt hope of; requital, and I am too proud of the advancage I have had above 
all other men, to give a moment of my life to the thought of another glory, or 
of another felicity. Theſe inclinations ( replyed Roxana ) have hitherto been 
yery contrary to your repoſe, and the miſeries wherein you have paſſed 
your life, ought perchance to have diverted you from that imprudent perſcve- 
rance. Theſe miſerics(anſwered Oroondates) fhall ever make my moft glorious 
fortune, and that, which I have ſuffered for my Princeſs,is above the higheſt re= 
compences I could propoſe unto my ſelf in a defign leſs noble than that of de- 
voting my whole life unto Statira. You might, perhaps, imploy it with better 
fruit, ( added Roxana ) and though Statira were yet more worthy of it than ſhe 
is, perchance ſhe may never be in a condition to acknowledge it ; the is in the 
power of a man who will rather periſh than abandon her, and you your ſelf 
may conſider that you are my Priſoner. Iam a priſoner,(ſaid Oroondates) but 
this captivity of the body reaches not unto the ful, or if my ſoul be a priſoner, 
It is in a priſon,out of which it neither can,nor ever will be ſer at liberty;thas it 
is you ſhare Oroondates with Statira ; but her part will eternally be hers, and 
you may happen quickly to loſe yours, by the ſuccour ofa great number of gal- 

ant friends that fight for my deliverance. That ſuccour of your friends(replyed 
Roxana) is not ſo infallible as you believe,and the ſucceſs of this day may per 
chance have cool-d them for a great many others; but I hope you will not need 
it, and that 1 fall make yeur priforl {© yRneng to you, that you no more ſhall 
with for liberty; ic i» with chat deSgn 1 defired you Should be my priſoner parti- 
calarly,nor wonld I leave that advantage to encmics you have among us, whoſe 
intereſt in your ruine would perhaps have been more powerfull in ; Ho » than 
the confideration which ought to be had of your perſon. 


After theſe werds, Roxana, who defired firſt to try gentle ways, not being 


willing to exaſperate Oroondates by a longer converſation, took leave ofhins, 
when ſhe once more had promiſed him all the good uſage he could hope for 
from the perſon that in all the world was moſt affeQtionate to him, and going 
out of his chamber, left him at liberty to reflc& upon that paſt entertainment, 
and upon his preſent condition. As ſhe retired to her own lodgings with torch- 
es, which were already lighted, fhe in a Gallery mer Caffander and Alcetas; they 
both knew of Oroondates his being taken , which was divulged through the 
whole town,and they alſo were not ignorant that the Q. had been to viſit him. 
Alcetas preſented his hand to her on that fide that hers was free,to lead her back 
unto her chamber; and Cafſander, who by reaſon of former paſſages berween 
them had not fo eafie an accefſe, kept at a tarther diſtance, but he looked npon 
her with eyes, which the rage of his jealoufie had kindled , and not knowing 
how to difſemble his reſentments. Your Majeſtie(ſaid he )comes from doing an 
ation gcnerous eyen to excefſe, and if you had ſeen your priſoner to day before 
our walls, in the poſture we ſaw him animating his men by his voice , and by 
his example, to the ruine of our party, and perhaps even to your own, it may be 
you would not have made ſuch extraordinary hafte to vifit him. The Queen 
who hated both the diſcourſe and perſon of Caffander, anſwered him ſome- 
_ briskly; TI have rendred that without generofity , which I in reaſon 
owed to.a manof Oroondates his quality, and I have rendred him nothing 
whereof he is not very worthy \aorh ms his birth,and by his virtue. He is yet the 
more worthy of it (replyed the jealous Cafſander)by the happineffe he hath not 
to be hated of you, but I will tell your Majeſty once more, that he appeared ve- 
ry ingratefull to day to your affe&tion, and that you could not have honoured 
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gallant marks of your affection , and after this can you think it ſtrange 
I ſhould have received them with ingratitude, and that I ſhould reſent thoſe 
crafty praftiles that have been fo fatal to me, and abhor that prodigie of 
crueltie in which I had a greater intereſt than all Mankind ? It is true, 
Madam, that I have hated, that I have dereſted you, and that I took up 
arms againſt you ; but could you think my refentments ſhould be more 
moderate , and that I could behold the cruel Authours of my deplorable 
miſeries , and the horrible Murtherers of Statir:, as other than Monſters, 
and Tormentors of my lite ? 

The Prince peradventure would have ſaid more, if the Queen, who hear- 
kened impatiently, had not interrapted him : I muſt confeſs ( ſaid the ) that 
I have done all that you reproach me wiih , but theſe ations, which are 
extraordinary to my Sex, and perhaps unto my humour , have been ex- 
traordinary marks ot my afte&ion, and if you had rightly conſidered them, 
they would have drawn your love, or your acknowledgement inftead of 
your averſion : It was for your fake alone, that from opennefſe and ſweet- 
neſſe, I fell to ſubtiltie and cruoltie, and that dreadfull change of mind was 
nothing but a pure effeft of this affe&ion, which you have ſo ingratefully 
requited ; ifat the firſt I troubled your repoſe, it was becauſe I thought you 
ſhould have ſought it in none but me alone, (ince it was for you alone I had re- 
Je&ed mine; if I had recourſe to ſubtilty to get you from my rivall, it was be- 
cauſe I believed you ought to have been mine, as I was wholly yours, and that 
having by the knowledge of your ingratitude loſt the hope of acquiring you, 
I was not willing my rivall ſhould triumph over my deſtruRion; and if after 
the death of the King our husband, I would have diſpatched her out of the 
world, it was Oroondates,and not ambition of Empire , they were the max- 
imes of love, and not the maximes of State that carried me on to ſuch a cruel- 
ty;ſhe came again into a condition of takingOroondates from me,and to indea- 
yor to ſecure him to my ſelf, I with her would have ſacrificed all that next after 
him was deareſt to me in the world; imagine ſomething yet more ſtrange than 
that, I was capable to have done it that I might purchaſe you; but by theſe vio- 
lences Which lh done to a nature, that of it ſelt was not inclined to cruelty, 
and by theſc blemiſhes which my a&ions may have ſtuck upon my reputation, 
you ought to judge, Oroondates,of the greatneſſe of my affeftion, rather than 
of that of my rivall by the {lender proofs you have received from her; the hated 
you as ſoon as ſhe belicycd you ceaſed to loved her, ſhe baniſhed you injuriou- 
ſly from her preſence , when with the price of your bloud , and the danger of 
your life you came to ow her liberty, and I have loved you in your ingrati- 
11de, in your ſcorn, and even in your higheft provocations; I loved you when 
you were armcd for our ruine before our gates, and I love you ſtill being new- 

y entred into our City with your ſword in your hand,with a defign perhaps to 
turn it againſt my life. 

Roxana made a ſtop at theſe words,and the Prince ſeeing ſhe expeted his an- 
ſwer; I do not deny ( ſaid he) but that theſe proofs of affe&ion which you al- 
ledge are very different from thoſe I have received from Queen Statira, I never 
looked for any ſuch from her, and if ſhe had been capable to give me them, f 
might have been capable to loſe the report and the paſſion 1 had for her, it was 
in permitting meto ſee her and to ſerve her that ſhe expreſſed her goodnefle to 
Ine, better than by crimes which could never have come into her thought with- 
out horror, and by the knowledge I had of her,I received thoſe fayours,as gra- 
ces that were above a reaſonable ambition; I wendred not that ſhe ſhould ceaſe 
to love him, when the believed him ingratefull and perfidious, who in his great- 
eſt fidelity was unworthy of her affe&ion, and by means of your cruel deceipt, 
I was guilty enough in her opinion, to deſervea thouſand deaths with the ba- 
niſhment ſhe condemned me tozit ſhe hated me ſo long as my innocence was un- 
known to her, it ſhe married Alexander,you alone were guilty of the crime,and 
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if fince her marriage ſhe bounded all her affeftions in the perſon of the King her 
Husband, and could neither love me, nor ſuffer me after my juſtification : 1 ac. 
cuſed nothing but her virtue onely, and did not think it ſtrange that a Princeſs, 
who could not commit a fault, would not for my fake go beyond the limits of 
her duty- In ſhort, Madam, though it were true, that that great Princeſs had 
ill requited my pafſtion, fhe is ſuch an one as merits an eternal ſervice, without 
the leaſt hope of requital, and I am too proud of the — I have had above 
all other men, to give a moment of my life to the thought of another glory, or 
of another felicity. Theſe inclinations ( replyed Roxana ) have hitherto been 
yery contrary to your repoſe , and the miferies wherein you have paſſed 
your life, ought perchance to have diverted you from that imprudent perſeye- 
rance. Theſe miſeries(anſwered Oroondates) fhall ever make my moft glorioug 
fortune, and that which I have ſuffered for my Princeſs is above the higheſt re. 
compences I could propoſe unto my ſelfin a defign leſs noble than that of de- 
voting my whole life unto Statira. You might, perhaps, imploy it with better 
fruit, (added Roxana ) and though Statira were yet more worthy of it than ſhe 
is, perchance ſhe may never be in a condition to acknowledge it ; ſhe is in the 
power of a man who will rather periſh than abandon her, and you your ſelf 
may confider that you are my Priſoner. Iama | 6x gon np Oroondates ) but 
this captivity of the body reaches not unto the ſoul, or if my ſoul be a priſoner, 
it is in a priſon out of which it neither can,nor ever will be ſet at liberty;thas it 
is you ſhare Oroondates with Statira ; but her part will eternally be hers, and 
you may happen quickly to loſe yours, by the ſuccour of a great number of gal- 
lant friends hat fhght for my deliverance. That ſuccour of your friends(replyed 
Roxana) is not fo infallible as you believc,and the ſucceſs of this day may per- 
chance have cooled them for a great many others; but I hope you will not need 
it, and that I ſhall makeyour priſon ſo pleafing to you, that you no more ſhall 
with for liberty; ir iswith that defign I Scfired you ſhould be my priſoner parti- 
calarly,nor would I leave that advantage to enemies you have among us, whoſe 
intereſt in your ruinc would perhaps have been more powerfull in them, than 
the confideration which ought to be had of your perſon. 

Atccr theſe words, Roxana, who defired firſt to try gentle ways, not being 
willing to exaſperate Oroondates by a longer converſation, took leave of hin, 
when ſhe once more had promiſed him all the good uſage he could hope for 
from the perſon that in all the world was meſt affeftionate to him, and going 
out of his chamber, left him at liberty to refle&t upon that paſt entertainment, 
and upon his preſent condition. As ſhe retired to her own lodgings with torch- 
es, which were already lighted, fhe in a Gallery met Caffander and Alcetas; they 
both knew of Oroondates his being taken , which was divulged through the 
whole town,and they alſo were not ignorant that the Q. had been to viſit him. 
Alcecas preſented his hand to her on that fide that hers was free,to lead her bak 
unto her chamber; and Caffander who by reaſon of former paſſages berween 
them had not ſo eafie an accefſe, kept at a farther diſtance, but he looked npon 
her with eyes which the rage of his jealoufie had kindled, and not knowing 
how to diflcmble his reſentments. Your Majeftie ( faid he ) comes fromdoing 
an a&ion generous to excefſe, and if you had ſeen your priſoner to day before 
our walls, in the poſture we ſaw him animating his men by his voice, and by 
his example,to the ruine of our party, and perhaps even to your own, it may be 
you would not have made ſuch extraordinary hafte to vifit him. The Queen 
who hated both the diſcourſe and perſon of Caffander, anſwered him ſome- 
thing briskly ; I have rendred that without generofity , whick I in reaſon 
owed to a man of Oragondates his quality, and I have rendred him nothing 
whereof he is not very worthy both by his birth,and by his virtue. He is yet the 
more worthy of it (replyed the jealous Caffander)by the happineſle he hath nor 
to be hated of you, bur I will tell your Majeſty once more that he _— Ve- 
ry ingratefull to day to your affe&ion, and that you could not have honoured 
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an enemy with it more fierce and eager to procure yourruine, ſo generous an 
enemy as he, ( {aid the Queen, exaſperate by that diicourſe)) in what condition 
ſocver he can appear is a thouſand times more lovely than a cowardly friend, 
and I ſhould be lefſe aſhamed of loving ſuch an enemy as Oroondates, than ſuch 
a triend as Caſſander. 

Cafſander would have anſwered that ſharp reply,and perhaps with too mach 
bitterneſs, if they had not been juſt then at theQueens chamber-dvor,into which 
he would not enter, ſo the Queen went in, not ſtaying for his anſwer, leaving 
him 1n farious tranſports ot anger and jealouſie : Inftantly his thoughts ran 
all ro the death of Oroondatcs, and he more conſidered the facility he might 
have to execute his defign in the condition he then was, than the fhame he 
might undergo by killing a priſoner, He ſhall die, (ſaid he, walking faft up and 
down the Gallery ) he ſhall die, that proud Uſurper of Roxana's affe&ions, he 
that ynjuſtly robs me of what he himſelf diſdains, though he be unworthy of 
itz and though by this womans ingratitude I am little obliged to embrace her 
intereſts, I in my revenge will give her hers, and puniſh this inſolent man for 
his contempt of her:] _ Oroondates will revenge both Caſffander and Roxa- 
na,and perchance I thall alſo revenge my ſelf even upon Roxana by giving death 
to Oroondates ; if ſhe be reaſonable, ſheel think her ſelf beholding to me, in 
what I fhall have done for her reparation, and if ſhe perfift in her ingratitude 
towards me, I ſhall be ſatisfied, in having puniſhed her by the death of my ene- 
my. 
"He was talking on this manner to himſelf, when Perdiccas returning from 
the Town, where he had given all the Orders that were neceſlary for the guard 
that night, came into the Gallery ; Caffander ſaluted him with fo troubled a 
countenance, that Perdiccas ſoon took notice of it, and having asked him whax 
the matter was, Caffander in a few words told him how he had met the 
Queen, and repeated all the diſcourſe that kad paſſed between them. She uſes 
me (added he afterwards )as a man of no account,and as a man unable to retort 
the inju1 ics ſhe does me;3bur ſhe ſhall find her (elf deceived,and ſhall ſee that I yet 
am powerfull enough to do her a very ſenſible diſpleaſure. You are the moft vio- 
Jent man in the world,( replied Perdiccas) and you take a very wrong courſe to 
effc& your intentions;this is not the way to gain the aff«&ions of a Princeſs, and 
the Queen muſt needs have had ſtrong inclinations towads you, if after the vie- 
lence of your proceedings, ſhe could ſuffer you without averſion. I have tryed 
(anſwered Cafſander ) all ways of gentlenc(s, and of reſpe&, with as much Pa- 
tience and ſubmiffion as Roxana could have looked for from the meancſt man 
alive, but that ſubmiſfon, and that patience have been as fruirleſs to me as theſe 
violences you reproach me with. While you kept your ſelf wichin thoſe terms 
Cfaid Perdiceas) the Queen was engaged with a Huzband, and with a Husband 
great enough to take up all her affeCtions, and fince his loſs you have hardly gi- 
ven her leiſure to come to her ſelf. Say rather, ( replyed the jealous Caffander ) 
and ſay ſo with a great deal more truth and reaſon, that both during the life, 
and after the death of that. Husband, ſhe was prepoſlefſed with the paſſion ſhe 
hath for our common enemy, ſay 'tis her priſoner, or ours with as mach juſtice 
as hers, that robs me of Roxana, as he does you of Statira, and fay in fine, that 
the onely way we have left is to make him periſh for the repoſe of us both. I'le 
agree with you,(auſwered Perdiccas) that Oroendates Is indeed the greateſt ob- 
ſtacle to my deligrs, and that he is my rival a great deal more than yours, fince 
he hath as ftrong a pafhon for Statira, as an averſion againft Roxana; and I will 
alſo agree with you, that by his death I ſhould find advantages which I can 
hardly hope for while he is alive, but you muſt know withal, that I cannot be 
the authour of it, and that I am engaged to Roxana, by a promiſe that will not 
ſaffer me to attempt any thing againſt him; I muſt be fain to let Oroondates 
live, thereby to ſecure the life of Statira, without which I could not preſerve 
my own, nor can I take arms againſt my rival, without arming Roxana and all 
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her pawers with her, againſt hers. I know (ſaid Cafſander) what plot yon both 
have contrived againſt my happineſs, I am too much concerncd in it to have 
been ignorant thereof till now, and I doubt not but Roxana will leave you Sta- 
tira, to have Oroondates for her ſelf; but hope not for your fatisfattion by 
thole ways,and rather expeCt it by your rivals death, than by his matching with 
rvoxana, neither indeed is there any probabiliry of ſecing a Scythian joyned in 
marriage with the Queen of the Macedonians, and th: poſture her affairs will 
be brought into by the birth of a ſon of Alexander's, will not permit her to 
think ot the alliance of that Barbarian z it were much ſecures for you, that O- 
roondates were no longer in the world, than that he ſhould continue in it to be 
fill ſeen, and till in a condition to be loved by Statira; perhaps I may do ſome= 
thing both for you and for my ſelf, and it your promile keeps your hand trom 
ſcrving you in that occafion, mine ſhall be imployed in it without conſiderati- 
on, and without repugnancee. Cafſander ſaid many other things of this nature 
to Perdiccas, who for his own intereſt could not diſapprove that intention, 
and though ke was hindered by the promiſe he had made to Roxana, from con- 
firming him in ic, yet did henot do what he might have done to difſwade him 
from it, He parted with him preſently after to go and ſee Roxana, to whom he 
had ſomething to communicate, and Alcetas, whom Caffander had ſtayed tor, 
came to him then out of her chamber. 

Alcetas would needs go immediately to ſee thePrinceffcÞP arifatis,and Caffan- 
der, for all he was ſo much tranſported, went along to ſerve him in a d<fign they 
had laid together to diſcover how ſhe ſtood affc&ed towards Lylimachus. They 
found her not in her own lodging , for all that day the had not Rirred from the 
Queen her ſiſter, with whom ſhe had had matter of diſcourſe enough concerning 
Oroondates his being taken, they paſſed on to the Queen's chamber, into which 
they had free entrance alwaies by their authority;yet the Queen,by reaſon of the 
ſaſpicions that were had of Cafſander , for the death of the King her husband, 
could not ſuffer his preſence without horror;nor would fhe have permitted him 
to vifite her in a place where ſhe had been Miftrefſe; they then had newly ſupped, 
but had eaten very little in regard of the difturbance this laft accident had Cau- 
ſedin them, and they were riting from the table, when Alcetas and Caffander 
came into their chamber. After ſome words of civility, which they ſpake at their 
firſt coming in, Pariſatis, who thought ſhe might more handſomely than the 
Queen ask news concerning Oroondates , prayed Caffander to tell her the 
truth, and to let her know ſome particulars of the ma» ner of his taking.Caf- 
fander,though he conld not hear the name of Oroondates , prayed Caffander to 
tell her the truth, and to let her know ſome particulars of the manner of his ta- 
king. Cafſander though he could not hear the name of Oroondates without 
trembling , yet did he maſter himſelf to ſatisfie her, and to make the plot take, 
which Alcetas and he had agreed upon, ſo after having told her what he knew of 
the truth; we had not that adyantage alone, ( continued he ) nor are we better 
pleaſed with the taking of Oroondatcs,than we are with having flain and woun- 
ded the chief of his companions: Ptolomeus, Eumenes,and Polyperchon have loſt 
their lives in this laft ation, Antigonus, Craterus,and Demetrius are wounded, 
and we our ſelves ſaw Lyfimachus, who was getting up after Oroondates, hurt 
with a great many arrows,and thrown down under the ruines of a battlement, 

with the ladder and all thoſe that followed him into the Moat, fi om whence he 
was carried off by ſome of their ſouldiers without any fign of lite. 

The ſubtil Caflander ſpake on this manner,and his words ſtruck like a Thun=- 
derbolt into the ſoul of Pariſatis. Although that vertuous Princefſe had lived til 
thcn with ſuch a prudence and diſcretion,as hardly ſuffered thoſe that frequent- 
ed her moſt familiarly to judge of the trath of her thoughts, yet was it moſt cer- 
tain that ſhe loved Lyſimachus, and that ſhe could not remember what he had 
done for her ſervice, and in what condition he had been with her, even by the 
will of Queen Syiigambis her ſelf, without placing him in her eſteem above _— 
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the reft of mankind; the marvellous power ſhe had over her paffions, had made her 

difſemble her thoughts in a ſeaſon, when by reaſon ot ſcruples too ful of ſeverity,ſhe 

believed ſhe could not handſomely diicover them ; but as ſoon as without offend- 

ing the memory ofEph«ftion the had been able te turn her mind upon the ati. ns 8& 

perſon of Lyſimachus, fhe in them had found ſo many occaſions to love him, that 

ſhe was of opinion, that ſhe could not without ingraticude,and inienfibility di fend 

her ſelf againſt an affeion that was ſo legitimate, and i@ much approved by them 

that had the power over her ; any other body bur Pariſaris would wichour doubt 

have ſhewed greater tokens of it, and it Lyfimachus had had to do with one whoſe 

humour had nor been ſo full of circumſpe&ion, he might have conceived more ad- 

vantageous hopes than thoſe he could draw from the ations of that Princefſe, but 

if ſhe loved him before the death of Alexander, and before the revolution of their 

fortune, her aftc&ion was without doubt augmented by the laft proots of his, not 

being ignorant that it was chiefly tor her revenge, and tor her liberty, that he had 
made all his triends take arms,that he fought before the walls ot Babylon, and chat 
he expoſed himſelf every day to fo many dangers; the had often quaked and grown 
pale fe fear of him, as well as thr Queen her fifter for Qroondates,at the recitall of 
thoſe battels and combats, wherein he might have met with death for her interefte, 
and though ſhe had diſguiſed the cauſe of her apprehenfions more carefully than 
ſhe, yet had they been bur lictle leffe than hers. Till then neverthelefſe the had main- 
tained her ſelf like Pariſatis, bur at this cruell relation of Caffander , ſhe ſhew:d 
more weaknefle than ſhe had done in all the ations of her life,and though ſhe made 
good the Empire ſhe had over her mind,ſhe loſt that fhe had over her face,and in an 
inftant it was ſtruck with ſuch a paleneſſe,that all they that were near her,believed 
with a great deal of probability ſhe would fall into a ſ\wown;Alceras ftept to her to 
hold her up,and her averſion againſt him could not defend her at that time from 
receiving his affiftance , nor from finking in his arms with lictle fagn of lite, the 
Queen running to her received her into hers, and _— ker with much affection, 
and with words full of tendernefle, fhe touched them in ſuch manner, who by their 
fubtile praiſes had put her into that condition, that ſhe made them ſoon repens 
what they had done. 

Alcetas was not capable of a long diffimalation,and fearing his deceit might pro- 
duce effefts worſe than'thoſe beginnings, and might bring the Princeſs into ſuch an 
eſtate as would not be in his power to remedy, he drew near to her again,in whom 
there yet remained (ome ſenſe and knowledg; Madam(faid he )give no credit roCaſ- 
fanders words, it was at my entreaty he made you this recital, & it was by tha! de. 
viceIdefired to learn a truth, which] never had been able to draw from your former 
ations; TI have but too well effefted my defign,and wou'd to God I had ftil kepr my 
ſelfin my bare ſuſpicions wichour clearing my duubts any furcher;we ſaw nothing, 
nor heard we any news ofLyfimachus his b:ing woundcd,or of the death of his com- 
panions,all the advantage we hd was the taking of Oroundares, and the killing of 
a great many thouſand men «that I: ſt their lives under onr wals,but my happy rival 
is alive,and alive but too certainly for my repoſe, he's ſafe from all diſaſters, fince he 
hath the good fortune to be loved by you, both above his merit, and to the preju- 
dice of my life. Believe this truth(continued he,obſcrving by the Princeffes a&i-n, 
that ſhe gave little faith to what he ſaid ) fince you _ certified of it within an 
hour, and finee this ſecond deceit , could not bat be uſelefle to me, after having 
drawn more from the former than I could have wifhed. To theſe words Cafſander 
added his confirmation,and Peuceftas,in whom the Princeffes had more confidence 
than in them, entring then into the chamber, by his report took away the appre- 
henfions of Parifatis.She recolle&ed all her ſpirits that were diffipated, but the came 
to her ſelf again with ſo much ſhame and reſentment, that it was impoſſible for her 

to difſemble either, She turned away her eyes from Alcetas and Caffander, being 
inflamed with an anger that was not ordinary in her,and by her a&ion made them 
ſee they had mortally offended her. Alcetas obſerved it , but being by the know- 
ledge of his rivalls good fortune caft down into an extremity of grief, he was nv 
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better able to hide his reſentments than Pariſatis,but pafling over the fear he would 
have had in another ſeaſon to exaſperate her more againſt him. Madam ( ſaid he ) 
I beg your pardon for our having eceived you, I ought to have contented my felt 
with the former proofs I had of Lyſymachus his happineſs , without uling this 
trick to ſeck out what I have but too plainly found : but to deal with a mind like 
yours,a man is forced to try extraordinary wayes.He would have ſaid more, if the 
Princeſs, infinitely diſplealed,had not thus interrupted him. You have very well 
interpreted an effcft of my not being well,rather than of Caſfanders diſcourſe, but 
though it were true that the change you ſaw in me, proceeded from the grief 1 
might receive by the dcath or wounds of thoſe valiant men that fight our quarrel, 
I ſhould find no cauſe to fear any reproaches for it ; and though according to your 
ſuſpitions it were for Lyſtmachus alone that I ſhewed thoſe markes of (enfibilicy,l 
owe enough to the merit of his ſervices, and to that of his perſon, to remember 
them without bluſhing ; and I owe ſo little to Alcetas,that it ſhould never be his 
intereft ſhould make me to repent it, Though my ſifter ſhould love Lyfimachus(ad- 
ded the Queen) fhe ſhould bur follow the Will of the Queen her Mother , that of 
Alexander your King,and the Counſel of her elder Siſter z but it ſhe ſtood in need 
ro juſtific that affeftion to any body living,”'twere leſs to Alcetas th mn to any other 
man in the World. 1demanded no juſtification of it (replied Alcctas). hough per 
haps I am in a condition to give my (elt ſome ſatisfaftion; but Ile demand that 
afiſtance from my hand , which it owes me againſt the fortune of my rivall ; and 
0 ys 7 ar make tears be ſhed for a real death,by them whom a feigned one 

ad fo ſenſibly aflifted. That's the ſhorteſt way (added Cafſinder)) and the moft 
reaſonable one we both ean follow,and I neither ean nor will make my ſelf amends 
for Roxana's contempt of me, by any other meanes but the death of Oroondates, 
The Queen, who was touch'd to the heart with that diſcourſe, loft all confiderati- 
on of Cafſander, and looking at him with an eye Kindled with a juſt indignation; 
I doubt not ( (aid fhe ) bur by the ſame arms thou madeft uſe of for the death of the 
King thy maſter, thou mayeft likewiſe campaſle the death of a priſoner; butl1 alſo 
know very well, that if he were at liberty thou wouldeſt fly before him as thou haft 
ſhimefully done many times already. At theſe words, refuſing any longer conver- 
ſation with them, ſhe took her fifter by the hand, and entring her cloſet with her, 
fhut che dore. They remained together in the chamber mad with rage at the Queens 
replies, eſpecially Caſſander, whom the reproach of having poyſoned his King 
drove into extremities of fary ; that brake forth into tranſported words, which 
Alcetas could not hinder him from uttering, They are the Perſians (ſaid he) and 
the race of Darius not the Princes of Macedon that are guilty of the death of the 
Macedonian King. They are the Barbarians unworthy of his rule and of his alli- 
ance that have taken away the life of their Conquerour and of their maſter, and 
perhaps it was Oroondates his rivall,and his enemy that made him periſh to facili- 
tate his pofſefſion of the daughter of Darius ; but I will prevent you both well e- 
nough from reaping the fruit you pretend to by it,and you fhall be puniſhed with 
Roxana by the death of that Barbarian, whom you both unworthily prefer before 
the Macedonian Princes. He would have ſaid more to this effe&,if Alcetas and Pu- 
ceſtazmore moderate than he,had not carried him out of the room almoſt by force. 
After their departure, the two Princeſſes continued yet ſome hours together; and 
when they had ſpent the beginning of them in complaining of that viſite of Caf- 
ſander and Alcetas, they imployed the reſt in diſcourfing of Oroondates, whoſe laſt 
accident took up all their thoughts; they reaſoned a long while upon what they 
ought to fear or hope for concerning him, and were not able to jadge whether 
they had more cinlita be pleaſzd or difpleaſed with their fortune in that laſt ad- 
venture. In the end,it being grown late, they parted; the Princefle retiring to her 
lodging,and the Queen going to bed,where ſhe paſſed the night in diſquiets, whick 
already were become babituall to her. 
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7; UT it the fayr Queen and the Princefle her ſiſter, if the Prince of 
/ Scithin, if Roxana, if Perdiccas,Alcetas, and Cafſander, paſſed 
the night in Babylon, with a great deal of care and reſtleſnes; 
Oroondates his friends in the Camp, were tofled with the 
moſt crnell diſquices they had ever fclt : under that name of 
Oroondartes his friends, one might comprehend all the Com- 
manders of the Army, and as many of the Soldiers as did bat 
know him ; among which there were nene whom the admi- 
rable vertne of that Prince had not gayned even to the urmoſt 
proofes. Artaxerxes ſaw day appear without having beſtowed one minute of the 
night in flcep, and as foon as he was out of bed, he ſent a Trumpet with Araxes tothe 
Gates of the City, to learn the deſtiny of his dear Brother. Araxes all whoſe thoughts 
had tended to nothing but death. fince the lofſe of his Maſter, undertook that imploy- 
anent with a mortall apprehenſion, and with a moſt firm reſoJation, if hee were ſlain, 
not to ſurvivethe hearing of that farall newes. He advanced toward the Gate, and ha- 
vingby a Parley which he made his Trumpet ſound, diſpoſed the Enemies to ſuffer his 
approach, and hear his buſineſſe, he that commanded their Corps de garde, came upon 
the Gate to ſpeak to him , and having bidden him propoſe his defires , poor Araxes 
trembling for the anſwer he expeRcd, opened his mouth twice b fore he had the con- 
fidence to get out a word ; bur in the end being preſſed to tell his M-flage ; I come, faid 
he , to asKk whether the Prince of Scithia , that got upon your walls yeſterday , bee 
dead or living ? The Officer who had no order todiſguiſe the truth , told it to Araxes 
without diſfimulation ; and when he had Jer him know that his Maſter was alive,wich- 
ont wounds, and uſcd according to the grearnefſe of his quality, and of his vertue,. it 
cauſed a joy in him very little different from his former aflition. He.made it appear 
by aloud acclamation, and having thanked the Officer, of whom hee at that time defi- 
red nothing elſe, hte returned to the Princes , and reſtored them life with that good 
newecs- Not but that Oroondates- his being a priſoner, was to them one of the greareſt 
misfortunes they could have apprehended , but the feare they had been in of his death, 
made them conſider it as xbleſſing.;. and'ir ſeemed 28 if it had been neceſſary, to make 
them find cenſolation in an accident that wou!d have exceſſively afflicted. chem. Since 
my brother is alive, ſayd Artaxerxes;I doe not deſpair of our fortane', and the Gods 
to whom his vertuc is roo conſiderable to let it periſh, have delivered him from many 
dangers as great as this. Tis a very favourable encounter, added Lyſimachous, that he 
is fallen into Roxanacs hands, whoſe love, and power, will withont doubt, ſecure him 
from all-maner of perill ; beſides the friendſhip and che agreement ſhe ha's made with 
Perdiecas,:doe pur him yet in greater ſafety; but though Perdiccas bis jealoutie ſhould 
incite him to attempt any thing againſt him, Roxana 15 potent enough to defend him 
| Ddddddddd by 


26 CASSANDRA. ParrUh. 


by open force, Twas by this conſideration the Princes endevoured to comfort them- 
ſelves ; but deſiring ro labour without delay, for the liberty of their friend, they went 
all cogether to Seleucus his tent.” Seleucus was already cured of his wounds, Nearchus 
alſo, and Leonatus were in the ſame condition ; bur the laft had taken part with the 
Princes in good earneſt , and had only {tayd for the recovery of his ſtringth , that hee 
mighe be able ro ſerve them againſt Perdiccas. After the firſt complements, Prince Ar- 
taxerxes addreſſing himſelfe to Scleucus, by the conſent of all his companions ; Noble 
Seleucus, ſaid he, we now have need of your affiſtance, for the liberty of Prince Oro- 
ondares ; if the Enemies into whoſe power he is fallen , were as generous as you are, 
we ſhould not be in any feare for him, but becauſe their inclinations , and the intereſt 
they have in his ruine, may ſuggeſt thoughts into them very different from yours ; we 
cannot beare his captivity with a minntes reſt ; we come not to offer you your liberty 
and with your own that of Nearchus, they have been long at yuur owne difpoſing,bur, 
weel beſeech you to make uſc of them to regaine us what we have loſt 3 weel talk no 
longer to Pcrdiccas of Exchange, but fince your healch permits, you may retire if you 
pleaſe to Babylon, and when you are among thoſe of your Party , you'l remember the 
requeſt we make you, to reſtore ns Prince Oroondates. Seleucus eſteemed this moti- 
on of Artaxerxes, and this maner of cariage, ſo obliging , that he knew not where to 
find words to <xprefle the ſence he had of it: wherefore hee remayned a while with- 
our reply, conſidering which way he ſhould receive the civility of the Princes; but ha- 
ving (pent ſome moments in that thought. By the former triall I made, ſaid he arhaſt, 
of my credit with Perdiccas , I ought to have loſt all the hope I had in his friendſhip, 
neither will I any more ground a confidence upon it, nor is it for our enlargement that 
I will promiſe you that of Prince Oroondates, that exchange would bee too unequall, 
and there is nothing amongſt us all, that can pay the valuc of ſo pretious a liberty ; but 
fince you are pleaſed 1 ſhould make uſe of that you offer me, Ile goe into the City with 
Nearchus, where weel imploy our utmoſt power to get the Prince of Scichias freedom; 
and if our indevours prove incffcftuall, I give you my word that weel returnto you, 
and that weel bring back with us all the forces we have in Babylon. 

You are free without condition (replyed Artaxerxes) and though we ſhould notbe 
able ro regaine the Prince by your mediation , you are not at all engaged toreturnetb 
us ; bur if after that laſt preofe you judge Perdiccas unworthy of your aſſiſtance yand 
of your friendfhip , we hall receive them both , according to the inclination mus 
ſteeme we have for your Vertue. Selcucus and his Companion anſwered theſe words 
in cearmes full of acknowledgement, and after having ſpent lome time in-proſccating 
that converſation , and in giving order for their departure, they tooke leave of the 
Princes with great d:monſtrations of friendſhip, and went toward the Gites of Baby- 
lon with a Convoy ſuitable to their Quality. But before they came neare unto them, 
they were overtaken by Araxes, who begged of them to carry him with them into the 
Towne , and toprocure if they conld poſſibly that he might continue with his Maſter, 
in caſe he ſhould nor be releaſed ; rhey promiſed him to doe the beſt they conld, and 
having prayed they ro requeſt the ſame tavour for Cl-one', who deſired alſo ro go and 
wait upon her Miſtreſſe , he went along with them , as if he had been one of their re- 
tinue The Princes-gave in charge to thoſe that convoyed them, that they ſhould pro- 
_ a Truce for two dayes, to fetch off the dead that lay in the Moat, and to give them 

ryall, during which rime they alſo permitted them to bury thoſe of: Nabarſanes. his 
Party , wherewith the Gronnd wascovered for many furlongs, and they inthe inte- 
rim engaged themſelves not to make any attempt , noc do any thing in proſecution of 
their Worke. | 

The Princes being parred from one another, Artaxerxes and Oxyatres went to viſit 
Berenice and Barfina , who at that tive , and almoſt alwayes were together , and to 
whom as almoſt equally interreffed , they defired ro confirme the Newes they had al- 
reedy ſent chem of Oroondares his being alive z The Princeſles found a great deale of 
comfort in it, and received ſuch welcome Meſſengers very favourably. '- Artaxerxes 
was not ignorant of his Unckles paſſion, and had a purpoſe to ſerve himin irasmuch 
as poſſibly he could : Berenices intentions were the ſame, as well for the —_— of 
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Barſina, as that of Prince Oxyatres , wherefore they both gave him the liberty to en- 
terrain her ; and he whoſe paſſion was really kindled again with more violence then 
it had been in former years, could not ſee himſclte in thoſe tearms without diſcovering 
by the changes of his countenance, how ſenſible he was of ſuch opportunities ; | he be- 
gan to diſcourſe with that Princefle in a way that ſhewed lcfle contidence then in pro- 
bability he ſhould have had afcer folong an acquaintance with her , and from thar ti- 
meroulneſſe Barſina drew a juſt computation of the greatneſle of his love. They 
talked a while of Prince Oroondates , whoſe being raken did then almoſt wholly poſ- 
ſeſle the thoughts of his friends; but from that diſcourſe Oxyatres took occaſion to 
fall into another. You are very ſenſible (fayd he to Barſina) of Oroondates his mis- 
fortune, as indeed you ought to be. both ro acknowledge the eſteem he hag of yon, and 
ro follow that which all the World has of him : T commend a ſenſibility grounded 
upon ſo muck reaſon ; but ſince you are capable of it for another , why do you want 
it for Oxyatres, whole life has been yours trom the earlieſt years of your own ? I never 
was unſenſible (replyed Barſina) either of the qualities of your perſon, or of the aff-Ri- 
on wherewith you heretofore were pleaſed ro honour me, and you without doubt 
ſhould receive from my acknowledgement and from my eſteem , what I now pay to 
che misfortune of Oroondates , if you were in the like condition. Ah ! Couſin frog 
ſwered Oxyatres) believe it, I am no more at liberty then Oroondates, and my impri- 
ſonment, though it be more gloriousand more pleaſing then that he ſuffers amongſt 
onr Enemies , 15 not yet lefſe ſri , nor leſle difficult to beeſcaped 4 | ſtand more in 
need then he of that compaſſion you expreſle for his di{aſter, Tneed it more then I did 
in the firſt years of my affcRion, and when upon the Frontiers of Scythia I was like to 
haye dyed for you, I was nor ſo fic an obje& for your pitty, as I am in the preſent con» 
dition my Love has brought me to. 1 had thought (replyed Barfina ſomerhing our of 
countenance ) that a good number of years had worn a perſon out of your memory, 
whom you un juſtly ezough bad placed there , and I have more reaſon then ever to be» 
lieve it,now that the better part of my Youth is paſt,and that my years,and my affitt- 
ons have taken away what you might have accounted lovely in my face : ſhe could 
not end theſe words. withour a ſmile, and indeed ſhe had ſpoken them wirh a great 
deale of injuſtice ; (he was then but in her ſeven and twentieth year, and neither her 
age, nor her many croſſes had made herloſe any thing of her former Beauty. Oxyatreg 
who with very muchreaſon, thought her handſomer then ever ſhe had been, could 
not ſuffer the wrong ſhe did ker ſclfe, and ſctring off his diſcourſe exceeding gracetul- 
ly : If I did not know (fayd he) that you ſpeak againſt your own thought, I ſhould 
call the eyes of a thouſand witneſſes againſt you, who will all acknowledge the advan- 
tage you have now , above that of your former years ; neither the Beauties of your 
Body, nor the Beauties of your Minde , had ever attain'd to that degree you now poſ- 
ſefle, nor did [ever arrive at the pertcion of my love till now ; think not theſe years 
which are run our ſince I ceaſed to importune you, to yield you up ro Memnon ; think 
not that the miſerable fall of our houſe , or that the mulciplicity of great Aﬀ:ires in 
which I have been almoſt alwayes imploy d, did ever ſeperate you from my thoughts ; 
you have alwayes raigned in my heart with your former Empire , and what occaſions 
{oever I have had for the eſtabliſhment of my fortune, I never have been able to lodge 
any remembrance there bur yoars : 1 with an indifferent eye have beheld all the Beau- 
ties of Aſia, and diſdained v: ry advantagious Matches, to which poor Darius , and A- 
lexander after him did often times fol'icice me ; not but that throngh ſome reſcat- 
ment , I have laboured to forget a perſon in whom I had found ſo little inclination to- 
ward me, but.u]| was to no purpoſe againſt my Love, and though my ſtrivings by the 
help of a long abſence , did ſomething moderare the violences of it , your ht has 
wakened them again with far greater power then ever : Now therefore fair Prihceſſe, 
that you are in a condition which will not per mit you to defend your ſelfe againſt my 
love, by thoſe reaſons wherewith you were wont to op>oſe it, and that with an abſo- 
late liberty , you by conlidering my 1:te aRions can make rfle&ion upon my former 
ones , ſuffer me to aſpire unto that fortune after which [hav- {igh'd above ten years, 
and give me leave to hope chat your goodnefſle , ard your acknowledgement will own 
Ddddddddd 2 theſe 


28 CASSANDRA. Parr Ul: 


theſe ſervices, to which I am recalled by my former deſtiny , and in which I mean to 
ſpend the whole remainder of my dayes. Oxyatres brought forth theſe words in ſuch 
a p:\Tionate maner, that Barſina was a lictle touched with them, and having all her life 
time had a great inclination to cſteem him , (ſhe had not any repugnance againſt his di(- 
courſe ; yet did ſhe not know which way (he ſheuld reply , toras ſhe had much tree» 
dome , and too little aff<ftion in her to ſeeke excuſes upon the thought of what ſhe 
ow'd unto the memory of Memnon, which in probability might have been moderated 
in a Widowhood of fix or ſeven years ; ſhe had alſo ſome difficulty to find tearms 
wherewith ſhe might expreſle her ſclte without giving Oxyatres cauſe of complaint, 
and without favouring him beyond the limits of decency. This uncertainty made 
her continue ſilent , and the Prince having for ſome time vainly waited for her anſwer, 
I ſee well (purſued he) that I ſhall be no happier in this ſecond Tryall of my fortune, 
then I was in my firſt , and that which heretofore was found in the merit of Memnon, 
will be found now in the defe&s of Oxyatres. Hee rayſd his voice ſo loud at theſe laſt 
words, that they were overheard by Artaxerxes, and that Prince being much concern- 
ed in his Unkles contentment, was deſirous to lend him aſſiſtance z and having gotten 
the Princeſle Berenice to ſecond him in that defigne, they both drew neer with that 
intention. * By doipg ſo, they much obliged Barſina, who was in ſome confuſion, and 
who was glad to {ce her ſelfe caſed by their approach, but Prince Oxyatres would have 
been next ar that interruption, if it had befallen himby other perſons. Unkle, ſaid Ar- 
taxerxes, you wonld not pardon me the diſcourteſic I doe you, if you did not know we 
come to ſecond you: And you Cofin,faid he to Barſina,would perhaps oppoſe the defign 
I have to ſerve my Unkle, in his love to you, if you did not remember that heertofore I 
{ſerved Memnon in a like occaſion to his prejudice , and that it was from me you recei- 
ved him after that baniſhment, to which he generoufly had condemned himſelf. 

I have received my whole lite from the favours of your goodneſs, (replyed Barſina) 
and the memory of that good Office you did poor Memnon , ſhall never periſh in my 
thoughts. By that remembrance (added the Princeſs Berenice) Prince Artaxerxes his 
right to pretend roſome credit with you, and to imploy it for the Prince his Unkle, as 
he heerrofore did for his rivall. Prince Oxyatres (anſwered Barſina growing ſerious) 
ſtands in noneed of any recommendation to obtam from me all the eſteem, and all the 
acknowledgement he in reaſon candefire ; and yours have ſo much power, that they 
might draw my mind to greater difficulties. Oxyatres was going toreply , and their 
converſation had inlarg'd it ſelf further , if it had not been broke off by a ſervant that 
came into the Chamber, to tell them that Lyſimachus, Ptolomeus , and many other of 
the Commanders were at the door of the Tent, and with them a ſtranger of a very 
gracefall preſence, who was newly arrived at the Camp , with the Equipage of a man 
of quality, and that he asked for Prince Artaxerxes. The Prince was going toward 
the door , when he ſaw his friends come in, and in the midſt of them the ſtranger 
that enquired after him ; but the Princeſs Berenice and he had no ſooner caſt their eyes 
upon his face, but they knew him to be Prince Theodates , their faithfull , and their 
generous friend. In the grief Artaxerxes had felt for the taking of his dear Brother, 
he coald not receive a greater conſolation then the (ight of ſo dear a friend ; he ſolemn;- 
nized ir at the firſt with a tranſported cry , and running to him with open arms , he 
hed him long in a ſtri&tembrace, without being able through his exceſs of joy, to find 
the liberty of expreſſing it by words, My dear Theodates ! (fayd he at laſt) the grea- 
teſt, and che moſt faithfull of all my friends , by what good fortune is it poſſible that 
I hold younow herween mine arms? By mine Sir, ( anſwered Theodares ) fince I 
have eftabliſhed my higheſt felicities in the honour of your friendihip. They were in» 
terrupred in this diſcourſe by the Princeſs B-renice , whom the remembrance of the 
good Offices ſhe had received from Theodates, had fill'd with acknowledgement and 
affeRion rownrd him nor did ſhe difſemble it in that noble company , for all her mode- 
ſty could nor hinder her from embracing him, and giving him all the teſtimonies of 
good will ſhe could have granted to her neareſt Kinſman. Orontes, Queen Thaleſtris, 
Demetrius, and marty others entred about that tim? , and amongſt them all choſe to 
whom by the hearing of Artaxerxes adventures the name of Theodates was "_y 
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known, look'd upon him with agreat deale of aftcion and efteem, and the Prince de- 
firing to confirm chem in it : Behold (ſayd he) this gallant Prince , and this generous 
friend, to whom I am ſo many wayes indebted , both for my happineſs , and for 
life he to whomTIowe noleſs then to Darius, and he whom I ought tolove more 
then my ſelf , if I will not be the baſcſt and molt ingratefull man in the world. He 
ſpake theſe words beginning his endearments afreſh ; but the Princes, who all took 
intereſt in his fortune, would needs immitate him in his ations, and drawing near to 
Theodates one after another, they welcommed him with civilities which pur him into 
confuſion, bar yet hindred him not trom admiring mn the majeſtick garb of thoſ* great 
men what he believ'd conld not be found again m all the reſt of the world, Orontes 
renewed the ancient friendſhip they had made in the Court of Scythia many years be- 
fore, and Oxyatres, and Lylimachus, who were more eoncern'd then all the others in 
the fortune of Artaxerx:s, gave his friend a moſt particular reception. When he was 
gotten looſe from the arms of all, the Princeſs Berenice began to ask news of the King 
her Father : but Theodates anſwered, he could tell none freſh , it being a great while 
fince his comming from Ifledon, and having wandred through a great many Provinces, 
to ſee if he conld find her and the two Princes whom he ſought. Berenice figh'd at 
that diſcourſe, calling to mind her Brothers Captivity. Neither you, nor we (ſaid ſhe) 
receive a perfeR contentment in this meeting, and the Prince my Brother, whom with- 
out doubt you ſeek, though he be not far fromus, is yet in the power of our Enemies. 
T heard that newes at my comming into the Camp, \ x. Theodates with a ſadder 
countenance then uſuall ) and nothing elſe would comfort me in that misfortune , but 
the knowledge that you are in a condition , quickly. to reſtore him his liberty After 
that Theodates had received the welcomes of all thoſe worthy men, to whom his ver- 
rue, and the aff-tion of Artaxerxes rendied him confiderable, the Prince of Perfia deſ- 
red to poſſeſs him more particularly then the reſt , and to that end led him out of that 
Chamber, and went into the next, whither he was followed by none but Orontes, and 
Lyſimachus : he then demanded the occaſion of his journey, and Therdates his look 
becomming more forrowfull then before. When I ſhall rz1! you, Sir ( fayd he) thacT 
left Scythia out of an carneſt longing to ſee yuu again, perchance the paſſion I honour 
you withall is well enongh known unto you, to procure your beljefe ; but I maſt con- 
fels ic is not the only motive of my journey,& that it is accopanicd with another, which 
of it ſelf was ſufficient tro make me undertake it; 1 was not willing to declare it before 
the Princeſs,and I leave that care cither ro you, or to the Prince her Brother , who will 
have more power to prepare her tor the hearing of an unpleaſing news. The King of 
Scythia isdead. Is the King dead ? interrupted Artaxerxes ; Yes, Sir, replied Theo- 
dates, he is dead. After he had languiſhed a great while for the abſence, or for the loſs 
a$ he believed of his children, he was taken with a Feaver, which finding him weaken'd, 
both by his age and gricf, deprived the world of him in a matter of cight dayes. Arſa- 
ces could not hear this newes without an extraordinary trouble, nor without a moſt 
ſenſible diſcontent, and though many of that Kings ations had in former times given 
him occafion enough not to be ſorry for his death, yet was he ſe fully reconciled to him 
by what he had done in his favour afterward , and 'did ſomuch confider the Father of 
Berenice and Oroord2tes, that he could not be a hearer of rhat farall news, without 
being rouch'd to the very bottom of his heart. His ſorrow diſcovered it ſelf pre- 
ſencly bv his tears, and looking upon Theodates with very fad ation ; Ah my dear 
friend ! (fayes he) how mach you moderate my joy,to ſee you by the news you bring ? 
it did not pleaſe the Gods 1 ſhould receive it in a time when I (hould have taken it with 
more patience | but they ſend it me now when I have a great deal of reaſon ro be affli- 
Red at its Ah how great afear I am in for the grief of my poor Princeſs ! and how 
diſcreetly it was done of you to diſlemble it before her 1 Artaxerxes ſaid many other 
things, by which he diſcover'd his tenſe of that loſs to his friends, but they comforted 
him by all maner of rcaſons,and it was likely he would receive conſolation for it, when 
he remembred that of Darius, of the Queens, his Mother, and Grandmother, and all 
the reſt he had ſuſtained. After he had ſetled himſelf a little by the force of his cou- 
rage » and that he was able co queſtion Theodares touching the eltate of Scyrhua _ 
tne 
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the death of its King. The affairs of Scythia, anſwered Theodates, are in the beſt con- 
(*jon we can deſire, and the Scythians now feel no other trouble, but their impatience 
t- *e their King Oroondates : they with acclamations and tranſports of joy, received 
the propoſition I made, of ſending the Chiefe among them to ſeek for him ; and when 
I brgao my journey for that purpoſe , they made many of the principall Scithians ſer 
forward aiſoto goin queſt of rcheir King by different wayes from that I rook ; bur 
bcfore my departure I had the fatisfaRtion to help to ſer the State in ſuch order as was 
neccMary , and to ſee all the people ſubmit themſelves voluntarily to Prince Carthafis, 
whoa they declared Regent of the Kingdome till their Kings arrivall. And for Stra- 
tonice, ſaid Artaxerxes , what's become of her? together with the aflition ſhe re- 
ceiv'd for the Kings death: reply'd Theodates, ſhe was aſſaulted with two others, 
almoſt at the ſame time, which moved her to the reſolution ſhe hath taken ; -the firſt 
was, that being ſome months gone with child , (he got a hurt that made her miſcarry, 
and by that accident ſhe loſt rhe hopes ſhe had grounded npon her great belly : and the 
other was the news of Arſacomes his death, which within three dayes after the Kings, 
was bronght to Ifſedon by one of thoſe that had accompanied him. Stratonice had 
ſunk under ſo many occaſions of ſorrow ; it ſhe had nor indeed had a great deal of 
courage ; ſhe bore them ſo impatiently for ſome dayes at firſt, that ſhe would net be 
comforted by any meaps, nor be viſited but by very few perſons; but when ſhe was #- 
£417 become capable of reaſon , ſhe reſolved to forſakg the world, in which ſhe no 
longer hoped tor any ſatisfaction, and bidding adiew to the Court , ſhe ſhut herſelf up 
in a Cloyſter amongſt Virgins devoted to the Goddeſs Tellus, which is bat a daycs 
Journey trom ifſcdon, with a detign to ſpend the reſt of her life within thoſe walls ; 
T was of the number of thoſe chat viſited and took leave of her before her departure, 
thou7h ſince the crofles her ambition had caus*'d yan, 1nolonger had any affection for 
her ; bur thac was che leaſt that could be paid her in that condition of her fortune; (he 
kn w very well that amongſt all the Kings Subjects there was none that had a greater 
zeal and paſſion for his ſervice then 1, wherefore ſhe adreſs'd ber ſelf to me, rather thea 
any of the rett,and b« fore ſhe got up into her Charior,fhe ſaid thus to me in the hearing 
of Prince Carthaſis: T heodares, you may tcll King Oroondates , that *tis not any fear 
of h:m makes mc forſake the Court, and though by my ations | may perhaps have 
moved him to ſome reſentment ; I am too well acquainted with his vertue to fear 
him , and | know he1s too generous to overwhelm her with new afflitions, who has 
reccived enough, and thoſe great enough from Fortune , and who had the honour to 
be Wife to the King his Father ; you way carry him this affurance, if you pleaſe, and 
you may tell Prince Artaxerxes, that the aff-Rion of a Siſter may make him pardon 
what I did againſt him in favour of poor Arſacomes , ſince he is now revenged of him, 
an\ ſince that poor Prince has quitted his pretenſions to him with his life. While 
Thecdates repeated theſe words of Queen Stratonice , Artaxerxcs was ſotouch'd with 
them, that he hardly could refrain from tears , and after having continued a while in 
the refleion he made upon that change of her Fortune. Stratonice is to be blamed 
(faid he) for having roub'd my Brother of the Glory he would have gain'd in the ſervi- 
ces, and in the duties he would have payd her; Iam confident he would al wayes have 
honoured her as the Wife of the King his Father,and I for my part have no reſentment 
againſt her that could have hindred me from looking upon her all my life time with 
reſpeR, and from comforting her in her misfortunes, as much as I poſſibly could have 
done. She departed from If{:don with that beliefe of you both (replyed Theodazes) 
and went to ſhut her (cle up in that houſe which ſhe had enriched with a great many 
Preſents , and which ſhe had taken care to beautifie during the Kings life. After this 
diſcourſe , Theodatcs told the Prince many particularities of the Aﬀaires of Scythia, 
and anſwered roo many queſtions he ask*d him upen that ſubjuR, and concerning his 
love, and the health of the Princeſſe Theomiris ; bur helikewiſe heard partly from 
him. and partly from his friends, thoſe admirable events that had befallen him ſince his 
departure out of Scythia , the cruell cffefts of his jealoufie, his combats againft Oroon- 
dates, and at laft their happy knowledge of one another. 
In the mean while Seleucus and Nearchus followed by Araxes , were gone = the 
ity, 
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City, where they had been receiv'd by thoſe of their Party, with acclamations of joy; 
the noyce of their arrivall being run from one to another unto the cares of Perdiccas, 
he was much ſurpriz'd at it, being ſomething aſhamed to look them in the face , after 
having negleRcd their friendſhip ; yet being bold , and having a very ready wit , he 
was quickly prepared for that reception, and coming to meet them with demonſtrati- 
ons of gladnefle , he defired by his countenance and by his ation to repair the tanle he 
had committed toward them. Aſloon as he was near enough to be heard , going for- 
ward with his armes ſtretch d out; 1 welcome you my crucl Friends ( ſayd he ) with 
as mnch »ff. ion as 1f you had not injured that which is between us, by thoſe int.u- 
mane propoſitions which my paſſion forced me to diſobey. Saying theſe words he 
embraceu .hem , bur they received both his Complement and his Embraces very ſcri> 
ouſly, and Scleucus made this Anſwer; It is not neceſlary, Perdiccas, to examine the 
faults againſt f:icndfhip which we may have committed ; we defired nothing of yeu, 
Which reaſon and honour did not demand as much as it , and we utficiently exprefle 
the greatnefle of it , fince after the contempe you have ſhewed of us , we are not be» 
come your Enemies, as Leonatus. ] contefle (replyed Perdiccas) that you are very ge- 
nerous , fince you have had fo much compaſſion of my misfortune , and that you have 
been picaſ:d ropur a difference, berween faults that are cauſed by a violent conſtraint, 
and thoſe that are committed through ingratirude 2 1 will not examine whether my 

refuſall , or your demand offended our friend{hip moſt z but I have alwaycs thought 

you might better have asked my lite, then that which you defired of me. I contefleT 
was too-blame (anſwered Seleucus) to preſume ſo muchupon your affeRion, arid that 
I onght to have expeted none but more common proofs of it ; bur the Gods be 

thanked . wenow are free meerly by the Nobleneſle of our Enemies , and we have ac- 
crpred the liberty they have given us, upon condition to repay it by that of Oroonda- 
res. 

Perdiccas flood a while without replying to that diſcourſe ; but after hee had be« 
thought himſcife a little : It 1s Juſt, ſayd he, that Oroondates ſhoald be given you, and 
though you very well know by the contefſion 1 make you of my love, how great an in- 
cer: {t I ought co have in deraining him, and what damage I ſhall receive by his liberty; 
Ile lay afide the conſideration of my owne repoſe, tofſatisfic you, , and conquer 
ſtrong-ſt inclinations, to par you out of the opinjon = have conceived againſt a 
unſhaken friendſhip. We defire ro know the 1flue of it to day (added Nearchus,) and 
if you pleaſe to call a Cuunſ(cl1, we there will make our Propoſition. Perdiccas protc- 
ſed ro them that he would not oppoſe it, and that he would doe as much as poſſibly he 
could to perſwade all thoſe that had credie there, to grant them that ſatisfation. After 
having made them that promiſe , hee went ro Roxana, whither neither Seleucus nor 
Nearchus would goe till the Counſell were aſſembied. Perdiccas ſaid nothing to the 
Queen of the intent they had to demand Oroondates, bur ſhe ſoon ſuſpeRed it, and if 
poſſibly ſhe could would have broken the meeting. The Prince and all thoſe of the 
Counſcll, were come together in a Room appointed for that purpoſe, having had no- 
tice given them by Perdiccas, who brought the Queen thither himſclfe , and Selcucus 
and Nearchus entred withing while after. They kifled the Queens hand , ard ſaluted 
all cheir frier:ds, from whom they received endearinents full of affcRion. When they 
had all taken their places , and were in a readines to hearken to Seleucas his Propoſitt- 
on ; He began to ſpeak, and having firſt made a complaint againſt cheir friends, who 
had left them to the mercy of their enemies , withour havirg attempted any thing for 
their liberty, and without having ſo much as lentan eare to propoſalls , which other 
conſiderations belides theirs, ought to have made them embrace : hee told chem how 
Leonatus with eight thouſand Priſoners , had taken their enemies party, and chat 
though Nearchus and he had been ſufficiently provoked to follow his £xample , ſince 
their uſage had been all alike, yer hag they had more regard to their ancient fricndſhip, 
and had received their liberty from the generoſity of their enemies, ro come and im- 
ploy it in the ſervice of their friends as ungraretull as they were ; bur that they had ac- 
cepted it only as a ranſome for that of Oroondates , and that they had engaged them- 
ſclves to them by promiſe, either co ſend him back in exchange, or to return themſelves 

into 
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into their hands : he then prayd them to conſider the juſtice of their demand,and if 
ſtill chought them capable co ſerve them, to ſer them at liberty to doe it by di ing 
them of their word. Selencus having ended his Diſcourſe, the greateſt the 
Af-mbly enclined to grant what hee demanded , but they durſtnut a 
themſclvcs, till the intentions of Roxana and Perdiccas were made known : neither of 
them had ſpoken yet, but when Pcrdiccas was obliged to give his opinion, hee decla- 
red that he oppoſed nor the ſatisfaRtion of Seleucus and Nearchus, ſince theſe twomen 
were conſiderable enough , to deſerve that things lefle reaſonable ſhould bee granted 
thern an that if the Queen were ſo pleaſcd,he willingly conſented Oroondates ſhould 
be. t -t iberty. Whulc Perdiccas ſpake on this maner, Roxana, whom that diſcourſe 
had rav(d toan extremity of anger, beheld him with an enflamed eye ; and if ſhee had 
toliowe4 her firſt ſuggeſtions , ſhee would have reproached him with cranſported 
words , for betraying her on that faſhion contrary to the agreements made berweene 
them ; but ſhe moderat-d her ſelfe as well as poſſibly ſhe could , yet not ſo much, but 
that ſhe interru him before he had done ſpeaking. 1f there be a necc ity of relea- 
ling priſoners, {aid ſhe, *tis Statira that mult be releaſed, and not Oroondates: Statira 
is the Daughter of Darius, the wife of Alexander your King, and your Queen with as 
mnch juſtice as my ſclfe : Perdiccas ha's no right ar all ro keep her ; hee that is borne a 
ſubje& to the King ker husband,8 when he refuſed her for the exchange of his friends, 
he violated nor only all the lawes of friendſhip, bar all other lawes both divine and hu- 
mane : beſides ſhee's a woman, as weak without our walls as in our priſon; and thongh 
ſhe were at liberty, the party ot our enemies would bee never a jot the ſtronger ; but 
Oroondates is a Scithian, that ha's taken Armes for our deftruRtion , and one ts whom 
you owe nothing of what is due from you tothe Widow of Alexander : moreover, hee 
is the greateſt and moſt terrible of your enemies , fo that you cannot ſet him ar liberty 
withour contributing roward your owne ruine 2 and the chiefe men of his Party are 
tied to him by ſuch preſſing conſiderations, that by retayning-him, you will alwayes 
have the means tomake an advantageous ereacy with them in extremity. Perdiccas 
who found 2 great zppearance of reaſon in what the Quren ſayd , and who believed ke 
had done enoughin tavour of Seleucus, by declaring his firſt intention , weuld net ſe- 
cond it againlt Roxana , knowing he could not break with her without making a v 
great diſunion in their party ; wherefore turning toward Seleucus; I have payd (fayd 
h-) wha: I believ'd I ow'd you, and I could have wiſh'd with all my heart ,._ that the 
ueen wonld have thought fic to (arisfie you, bur being tyed to obſerve her will, as I 
am borh by reſpeR, and by the whole intereſt of our party, I cannot tell how to con- 
tradi her; you'may remain with us , fince our Enemies have given you your liberty 
withour condition, and if in the progreſle of this War we can tind any occaſion to do 
ſo, wee'l acknowledge their civility by returning them other Priſoners inſtead of Oro- 
ondares. Selenens w3s ſo tranſported with choller, both by Roxana's denyall, and 
Perdiccas his change, thar he had hardly any power left over himſelfe to moderate his 
reſentments. What (fayd he, with a louder voyce then ordinary ) is it thus you uſe us 
after what we have done for this party ? and have you'ſo ſoon forgotten that we have 
preſerved the glory of it by our Ations ? 1s it becauſe we were lefr among the dead 
all mangled w-th wounds , while thoſe who now diſpoſe of us ſought their ſafety be- 
hind our wals? is it becauſe that I alone did animate and rally our defeated Troops, 
to make head againſt a conquering Army , and becauſe that I alone oppoſed the ſword 
' of Arſaſes, andthe ſword of Oroondates, which made the ſtonteſt of our Maſters 
fie ? did any amongſt you ever ſee Seleucus turn his back in either of the Battels? or 
can any of you deny but that he atone made the Victory to waver , and diſputed the 
glory of the laſt day fingle againſt your Enemies ? do theſe wounds he received make 
him more contemptible then if he had retired with the firſt into the City ? and after 
this unworthy uſage of him , can you think heccan continue your Friend againſt theſe 
valiant men _amengft whom he hath found ſo much freedome,and ſo much genero'ty? 
Selcucus ſuffered himſelfe ro be thus tranſported to words , that exaſperated Roxana 
and Perdiccas, and Perdiccas'was going to reply if the Quren had not prevented him. 
You have free permiflion (ſayd ſhe) rodo what you have moſt minde to, and if you 
are 
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are engaged either by promiſe or inclination to return to our Enemies, your paſſage to 
them will be more caſic for you to procure , then the exchange you haye propoſed. 
Yes , (replyed Selencus, we will returne to your Enemies , but wee'l return wich all 
our Forces, and with thoſe of Leonatus z we are not ſ@ mean ſpirited as to imploy our 
own Arms, or the Arms of eur Souldiers any longer in the ſervice of the moſt ingratc» 
full perſons upon carth, and you ſhall loſe us in a time when our loſſe will peradven= 
rure be of ſome importance. After theſe words, and ſome others which N. archus ad- 
ded with an indignation as great as his, they went both out of the Room , and retired 
to Scleacus his lodging with a deſign not to go out of Babylon without all! che remain- 
ders of their Forces ; they were preſently viſiced there by all the Officers thac com- 
manded them, and by a good number of the Souldiers, who that day had not muck to 
do, by reaſon of the Truce which was agreed upon for twodayes, tobury the dead of 
either party. 

Araxcs during the Counſell had ſtayd at Sclencus his houſe , and having found him 
there ac his coming in, he made him quickly ſee by his countenance, chat he had labou- 
red unſuccefl: fully for his Mafters exchanges Araxes (ſayd he) I have nor had credit 
enough ro deliver the Prince of Scythia, and they that keep him priſoner, have judged 
wich reaſon that we had ſet our liberty at roo high a rate ; ſince we would not accept 
of it, but by the exchange of his, they have refuſcd it us with ſcorn,but perhaps we ſhall 
endeavour to procure it by other wayes ; inthe mean while ſtay you kere with patt- 
ence for the remainder of this day , and to morrew you (hall know the refoluuon I 
have taken for you and for your Maſter. Although Araxcs was much afflited for that 
ill ſacceſſe , yer did he bear it as patiently as he could , and ſubmitted without 1eply to 
Selencus his pleaſure ; the honſc within a minute after was full with all the Officers 
that were in Babyion, he received them in generall with moſt obliging civilitics, bue 
he made his own ſure to him particularly , and commanded them to haye their men in 
a readinefſe to perform the Orders he ſhould be obliged to give them according co the 
neceflity of Aﬀires. Of fifteen thouſand Macedonians that had followed him , there 
were yet three thouſand left, and chere were above four thouſand Pamphilians and 
Phrygians iemaining of the Forces of Nearchus and Leonatus ; they were all ar the de- 
votion of thoſe two Chiefe Commanders , and all proteſted they would be ever ready 
to obey them without diſpute. Tacy did no more at that time but make them(clves 
ſare of their *ſiſtancr, being yet uncercain what reſolution they ſhould take, chough 
they were molt tuily refolved to be no longer friends to Rexana and Perdiccas, and to 
ſerve their Enemies by all the waycs they could follow in honour without any other 
conſideration ; th:y dezermined therefore to ſpend the reſt of that day , and the night 
following in concluding what courſe it was beſt to take. Penceftas, Neoprolemug, and 
almoſt all the other Commanders in Chicfe came to viſit them ; Perdiccas went not 
to their lodging , bur he ſent his Brother Alceras to excuſe him , and to repreſent the 
Reaſons that hindred him from conteſting againſt the will of Roxana. In effc& Roxa- 
na and Perdiccas were both afraid of Selencus his threats, and knowing how able he 
was to ſerve, or to diſicrve their party, they repented their having uſed him ill, yer net- 
ther of them could yield ro content him to the prejudice of their love, and all .chey 
could do for that time was to pray Alcetas to ſce him, and todo his utmoſt endeavours 
to keep him and to moderate his reſentments. Alceras did the beſt he poſſibly could, 
and forgot nothing that might excuſe his Brother , or that might ſerve for Roſang's 
Juſtification ; bur Seleucus was little moved, with all he alledged ard after having lent 
him yery quicr strention, Alcztas, {{ayd he) Roxana and Perdiccas have dcfpiſed our 
friendſhip , and they never ſhall recovef it while they live , they have no reaſon that 
can juſtjhe their ingratitnde , and we have a thouſand to become their Enemies z we 
have cauſe to be humbled by the little account that is made of us , but wee'l ſet. our 
ſelves up again, if it pleaſe the Gods, and ſhall perhaps come off with Honour from 
the Enterprize we have undertaken. This was all that Alcetas could obtain from Se- 
leucus and Nearchus , bur Perdiccas was not ſo repulſ:d, for conſidering of how great 
importance it was to him to keep their friendſhip, he ſet all the Commanders a worke 
to fatter and pacifie them. In the mcan time though Roxana had been offended with 
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him at the firſt, he had partly appeaſcd her by his carriage afterward , and had not 
fail'd to alledge all the Reaſons to her which had obliged him to chat former comply- 
ance with Selcucus his Requeſt ; but if ſhe were well ſatisfied with Perdiccas, ſhe was 
lictle pleas'd on the other ſide with Oroondates , and by a viſit ſhe had made him that 
day, ſhe loft part of the hopes ſhe had conceived ſince his being taken ; ſhe had neg- 
lected nothing that might win his love, and after ſhe had often repreſented the power 
ſhe had to oblige him, and to change his preſent condition into a moſt happy and a 
moſt glorious fortune. The only noppynct you can give me (fayd he} and the only 
one I would now receive from you , ſhould be to grant me the ſight of my Princefle, 
and for that only favour , if I could not love you, I at leaſt would pardon yeu all the 
miſchiefe you have done me. Roxana thought thar demand of Oroondates ſa contras. 
to her intentions , that ſhe immediately refuſed it, bur afrer-that , ſhe had not been 
eto get him ſo much as co look upon her , and had parted from-him fo ill ſatisfied, 
that her ill humour had not contributed litele to the ill uſage ſhe had ſhewed Seleucus. 
She told Perdiccas the paſlages of that viſit, as likewiſe . the other ſhe had made him 
the day before ; and ſhe no ſooner had let him know Oroondates his demand, but Per- 
diccas gave her notice how that very day he had reccived the ſame from Statira, and 
bow that fair Queen had proteſted to him by the Ghoft of Alexander, that if he did 
"not þ that Oroendates might viſit her, ſhe never won'd look upon him while ſhe 
lived, but as her moſt mortall Enemy. Ah (cryed Roxana) I never will conſent that 
Oroondates ſhould ſee her , he has ſeen her but roo much already ro. my misfortune. 
Nor will I ever ſaff:r (replyed Perdiccas) that (he ſhould bee ſeen of Oraondates , (he 
has been ſo but too much for the quiet of my dayes. And whart ſhall we do then (ad- 
ded Roxana) ro content them,and to appeaſe their minds in ſome degree? Ino lon 
know (anſwered Perdiccas) how I ſhould carry my ſclfe towards Caſſandra, and I 
my ſelfe art laſt reduced to the neceſſity of following the laſt wayes that are left me ; 
hitherto I have confidered her as a great Princefſe to whom I owed all maner of re- 
ſp<& bur ſhe ingratefully has abuſed it, and in her late uſage of me, ſhe has forgot no» 
thing that conld make me loſe it. After this diſcourſe Perdiccas left the Queen in an 
Alley of the Garden where ſhe had begun to walk, but as ſhe would have gone ints 
another, ſhe chanced unexpeRtedily to meer Cafſagder and Alcetas , who were talking 
there of their Afaires ; if the om had followed her inclination, (he had turn'd back 
zgain to avoyd Caffander , whole fight was wry OT to ker ; but ſhe forced it in 
regard of the need ſhe had of his aſſiſtance, and ſeeing her ſcltc upon the poynt of loſe- 
ing part of her ſtrength with Seleucus and Nearchus , ſhe was afraid rhat if (he drove 
Caflander utterly into diſpair fhe might be left alone,and by conſequence too weak to 
reſiſt her Enemies. Thefe Reaſons made her ſuffer his approach , and he came up to 
her more confidently then he would have done in another ſeafon , thinking he had ob- 
liged her that day in the Counſcll, by his complyance with her to the prejudice of his. 
own intereſts , which ſhould have made him defire the ſending away of Oroandates, 
Yet was his heart pofſeficd with rage , at the remembrance of the endeavours ſhe had 
uſed to rerain him, and perhaps he had ſeconded her defires.in part that ke might be the 
better able ro make his Rivall feel the effeRts of his anger, while he was a priſoner ; he 
ſaw by the Queens countenance that ſhe took it well he had born her thar reſpeR, and. 
that beliefe having made him bolder then ordinary , he reſolved to uſe it to his ad van». 
tage. Madam (fayd he) you have reaſon to be ſatisfied that the Princes yielded today, 
{o willingly to your defires, but amongſt them all none but Cafſauder neglected his; 
own intereſts for yours, and he gave his voyce againſt his own r=poſe, when he gaye.it 
according to your inclmation. Though the neceſſity of her Aﬀairs made Roxapa dif+. 
ſemble part of her averſion againſt Cafſander, it was wakened in her every moment by. 
——_—_ ſhe had of him for the Death of Alexander ; and as the ſmalleſt rhipgs; 
were ſufficient ro caſt her again into ill humour roward him, ſhe found matter enough, 
in his diſcourſe to do ir, and looking upon him with diſdain. And what intereſt -had, 
you (fayd ſhe) that ſhould have perſwaded you to oppoſe my, intention? I had as. 
much (anſwered Caflander) to with for Qroondates his liberty , as you had to hinder 
It, and as to keep one near you whom you love, you have nſed Seleucus ill, wot aſſi. 
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ſtance and whoſe ſcrvices are very conſiderable, I to —_— a Prince that was ever my 
friend , ought with a great deale more reaſon to have defired the departure of a Rivall 
whoſe preſence is deſtrut.ve to me. The preſence and the departure 'vf Oroondates 
ought both to be indiffcrent to you , and you ſhall alwayes draw vs much advan 
from the one as from the other; Ilove nothing but what I ought to love, but 1 will 
not take care to jultifie my ſelfe to you for it , nor.will I ever uſe violence upon My if 
clinations to content you. What (added Caflander) ſhall rime, the fidelity of my ſer- 
vices, and his disdain whom you unjuſtly prefer before me , worke no effect at all up- 
on you ? and will you for eycr perſiſt in this hard heartednefle toward a Prince, who 
ives himſclfe ap wholly to your will, and who finds neither glory nor contentment 
ue in the occafions of doing you ſervice > what reaſon can you have ( if my paſſion 
may give me the liberty to ſpeak to you in theſe tearms?) what reafon have you to per- 
Gt in the undeſerved uſage I receive from you? is my Birth inferiour to yours? and 
it by an«<ffe& of your Beauty you were raiſed unto the Fortune to be the Wife of A- 
lexander , may not I by an cffe& of my love'attain the glory of being ſaffered by the 
Daughter of Cohortanus ? do you hope to have another Alexander, and in the preſent 
ſtate of your Afﬀeaires, can you expeRt a better condition for your repoſe, then with one 
of the Chiefe of his Succeſſors ? for in fine you cannot be ignorant that you have loſt 
the right you had to the Univerſall Empire , it is divided amongſt a great number of” 
Princes, who will not reſtore you the Countries that are fallen to their lot, and chongh 
you ſhould bring forth a Son of Alexanders, he will be very happy if he can but keep 
Macedon aloge, and his ſhare without doubt will belefle then mine, and leflſe then ma+ 
ny of my Companions : Do you hope for the reeſtabliſhment of your greatneſſe from 
ſome Barbarian King ? there is not ene amongſt them all that can equall himſelfe ro 
us, and though our of the reſpe& we bear to the memory of Alexander , we have not 
yet taken upon us to weare Crowns , we lack nothing elſe bur that formality , and 
when we ſhall have quieted our troubles, we ſhaltundonbtedly attain choſe qualities, 
the want of which makes you think there is ſomething deſpicable in us; pardon this 
liberty of ſpeech in a man whs is no longer in a condition to difſemble with you , and 
who has too ſtrong a paſſion for your intereſts to flatter you unfeaſonably. Yet I des» 
mand nothing of you through theſe conſiderations, and pretend that nothing but pity 
alone ſhould obtain a favour from you , which no maner of reaſon can oblige you to ; 
1 know that Cafſander is unworthy of your afteRion , bur all men living are ſo as well 
as he, and ifany one can merit it,”tis he without doubt that gives you all the moments 
of his life , and thatlimits all his thoughts in you alone; it my preſumption deſerve 
puniſhment, I have ſuffered a moſt ſevere one , nor could you your f{eltc infli&t more 
cruell torments then thoſe I undergo. | 
As you deſire the favour of the Gods, my adored Queen, have ſome regard to mee 
out of meer compaſſion, and ſuff-r me not depart from hence, without having leave to 
hope for ſome change in my deplorable condition. As he ended theſe words, hee caſt 
himſclfe at Roxana's feet, (hee being ſet down upon one of the ſeats thac were in the 
Alley, and embreced her knees ſo ardently , that the Queen much troubled at his aRi= 
on, knew not how to diſentangle her ſelfe. His Diſcourſe had extreamly offended her, 
as well by reaſon of the unwelcome truths it contained , as becauſe it had been 
ken in the preſence of many witneſſes, before whom ſhee could not approve that 
had entertained her with ſo little reſpe& : wherefore ſhe teſtified her ill humour both 
by her action, and by her anſwer ; and thiuſting away Cafſander , who ſtill had kept 
himſclfe in a beſeeching poſture. Goe, ſaid ſhee, and repreſent their affairs ro them 
that ask your counſell : I hope that I ſhall alwaies be in a condition to ſtand in no need 
of you ; and if I cannot hope to have a ſecond Alexander for my husband , either I will 
never have any, orl will have one whoſe perſon is more pleaſing to mee then yours, 
and whoſe life is without blemiſh : if from the daughter of Cohortanus, I became the 
wife of Alex1nder, I had qualities in my perſon that gave him an affeQion , and I ſee 
none in yours that give not me anaverſion : I ſpeak to you with aliberty like your 
own, and to expreſle my ſelfe yet more freely, you force mee to tell you, that I ſhould 
think my condition leſſe ſhamefull with a Barbarian King, nay, or with a private man, 
Ecceccece 3' then 
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then with a man accuſed of the death of the King his Maſter, and my Husband : 1 am 
conſtrained touſe this reproach once more to youy whether I will or 16; but you have 
defended yourſelfe ſo Nl againſt chat accuſation, that you ought not to think ir ſtrange, 
if I canner ſuffer yori wichont hotrour till you have cteared your (cife. Roxana as ſhee 
ended theſe words roſe up trom her-ſeat,and Caffinder tranſperted with rage, follow- 
ed her with his face all on fire. "Tis not for the Kings death, cryed he, that you hate a 
mh whom you believe to be moſt innocent of it ; T ſhall juftific my ſelfe of that ctime 
mach berter then all thoſe that fiſpe& me for it : but you loved him roolittle to make 
his death the motive of this hatred , and you preferd the ſame man before him during 
his life, whom you prefer before me now : *Tis' Oroondates that robd Alexander the 
Great of the affcQions of his wife, and that robs Cafſander of all his hopes ; but I'le 
revenge thoſe injuries that are common both tomy King and me,and if hitherto I have 
threatried wirhour ffe&t , you now ſhall heare that in the rage into which you have 
O_—_ me, I ath capable to execute the ſtrangeſt reſolutions. As he uttered theſe 
words he rurnd away from the company, and leaving the Queen in-a maner beſides her 
felfe, with anger at bis injurious reproaches , and at his crnell threatnings, hee went 
out of the Garden, and being come home to his lodging, in an exceeding great fury, he 
imployed the reſt of the day andthe night following, in plotting the means hee ſhould 
fe both for his revenge, and for his contentment. 
In the mean time Queen Statira, 6r C:flandra, (for ſhe had retained that name with 
x purpoſe never any more to take up that of the Princefle of Perſia , under which ſhee 
hs been expoſed to ſo many misfortunes ) was extream|y prefled by Perdiccas his 
imporrnoiries, and hee being vext at the little progrefle hee had made in his deſign of 
gayning her affc&1on , and atthe ill uſage hee had received from her in his laſt viſits, 
went beyond the termesin which he long had kept himſclfe toward her, and flew out 
to threats which made her fall into ſtrange apprehenſions, yet did ſheenot fink at all 
from the greatneſs of her courage; & when he told her it was not her beſt way to make 
him d+ſperare in the condition hee chen was, nor to drive him to extremities, which 
could not but bring het cauſe of diſcontent. Think not, ſaid ſhe, with your threats to 
fright a Princeſſe who isnot weak enough to feare them , and who by the power ſhes 
hath over her owne life , can ſecure herſelfe from yours, whenſoever you ſhall go g- 
bout roabuſe ic : I know how ro'die , Perdiccas, rodeprive you of the Empire you 
have over my body , and by my death I ſhall compleat the anger of both Gods and 
men againſt you, who will not ſuffer your crimes to goe unpuniſhed, The Gods for- 
bid, replied Perdiccas, that I ſhould ſceke your death, or that I ſhould ever conſeat to 
it : tisnct your life [ threaten, for I would rather expoſe mine own toall maner of 
difaſter-, chen arme my hand, or thoſe of your Enemies againſt it. Yes Madam, you 
are ſtill roodeare to mee to bee able to conceive any violent thought againſt you ; bat 
you may fear left that in the end my rage be turned againſt this Oroondates, whom you 
unjuſtly prefer before me ; and left T powre upon him wharſocver hee can apprehend 
from a deſpayring rivall , and from an Enemy that hath all maner of power over him : 
hitherto | have ſpared him for your ſake , and for Roxana's who loves him, and out of 
fone ſence of generoſity ; bur at laſt all theſe conſiderations will bee blowne away by 
my deſpair ; and ſince the advantages he ha's over me , make his life and mine to be in- 
compatible I ſhall gndoabredly facrifice his either ro my repoſe , or to my revenge. 
The fair Qneen coald nor hear theſe cruel threats without growing pale ,- nor without 
teſtifying by the morions of her countenance how deeply they had rouch'd her, and in- 
deed rhey made her loſe parr of her conſtancy , wherefore looking upon him with eyes 
ſwell'd with tears ready to break forth, which ſhe withheld with a great deale of diffi- 
culty : Cruel man (fayd (he) execute then with thine own hand againſt the unfortu- 
tate Caſſandra, whar thou intendeft to do againſt Oroendares z and ſince thou art at 
Mſt fallen upon the only choughe that was lefr thee ro conceive for a concluſion of thy 
crimes ; rzke this wretched life which thou madeft ſhow to be willing to ſpare, and 
preſerye that brave and glorious life of the gallanteft man that ever was ; the lofſe of 
tine is but of ſmall imporrance, if thou compareſt the miſcries of it with the wonders 
of his, and moreover they are tyed together with ſo ſtrong a knot that thou ſhall w_ 
c 


UN 


ParrTONt, CASSANDRA 37 


ſee the ſeperation of them ;/ all the blows thou ſhalt aym at him will fall direR'y. up» 
on me, and the ſame wound that ſhall cxke away his life; will infallibly ſend-me ro-my 
Grave. Al! my dear Prince, ( continued ſhe, not being lotger ablc rorecon the 
motions of her love, not her teats, which ren down with violence, bur breaking torch, 
through that extraordinary effeR of her paſſion, with as much liberry before Ferdiccas 
28 if ſhe had been all alone.) Too lovely Oreondates, muft I be now fo near thee for 
no ether end but to (ce thee fo cruelly expoſed to the rage of thy Enemies, and afrer 
having eſcaped ſo many dangers into which thou haſt thrown thy ſelfe for my ſake; 
after ſo many eauſes to forſake me for ever , muſt thou be brought to ſubmit chy felfe 
to theſe barbirous people, who by the fear of one death alone, which they have powet 
ro give thee, will make me die a thouſand times a day > The Queen had never made 
the afteion ſhe bore to Oroondates fo clearely known unto Perdiccas, nor could he 
hear thoſe wotds that gave ſo manifeſt a Declaration of it, without talling into cranfs 
porrs of anger anll of griefe, which tormented him moſt vehemently : He remained a 
long time umble to expreſſe his reſcntments with his tongue , but in the end — 
upon the Queen with a more troubled countenance then before. Yon could not { ſay 
he ) have done a worſe office ro the Prince yon love, then this of ſhewing ſuch violenr 
proofs of your affeRion; for though I were ſure toprriſh, and to {ee the whole World 
periſh with me, Vie never ſuffer him to live when once my hopesare dead ;z I for your 
conſideration will defer my revenge till I have tryed all my utmoſt endeavours ro mol- 
like you, but when all my ſubm:flions ſhall once prove uſelefle , Vie never let him tris 
umph o're my rune, and whether 1 fall by the anger of Heaven, or by yours, or by that 
of mv Enemies, 1 will at leaſt have the ſatisfation co bury my Rivall with me. Thou 
may: | do { replyed the Queen urterly tranſported ) thou mayeſt do whatſoever thy 
rage ſhall inſpire thee ; but this 1 declare before the Gods , thou ſhalt never draw o- 
ther contentment from the death of Oroondares, ſave thar of ſeeing me die with him, 
and I proteſt ro thee moreover , that rhou never from this minute ſhalt have word or 
look from mr any more , till thou haſt given me the means to ſee him , and diſcourſe ' 
with him. Perdiccas was ſtruck dumb at that reitteration of a demand whick the 
Queen had already made him , ard fixt his eyes upon the ground , deeply rinſing what 
anſwer he ſhould return ; he could not confent to give her a ſatisfaRtion which could 
not bur bee very prejudiciall co him; but at laſt there came a thought into his head, 
which mad*- him change his opinion, and hee ne ſooner had conceived it, but turni 
toward the Qu-en; You (hall obtain what you deſire, ſaid he, if I can perſwade Roxa- 
na to it ; but hope not that Oroondates (hall profit by it, ſince he ſhall never be per- 
mitted to ſee you , but to beg his life of you , which depends only upon the aſage you 
ſhall ſhew ro me; if he be wiſe hee'l counſell you to forſake him, and upon the ſucceſſe 
of his counſels $hall follow either his dearh or his preſervation. After theſe words he 
went our of the Chamber, and left the Queen fo troubled at his threats, that if she kad 
not been comforted by the hope he gav? her of ſeeing Oroondates , $he would have 
been reduced to a moſt lamentable condition. The Princeſſe her Siſter came into her 
chamber preſently »frer, and having heard her new cauſes of affliction , she ſought out 
all che words her 2ff-ction could put into her mouth to give her conſolation ; their laſt 
hope was 1n the aſſiſtance they expeRed from Prince Artaxerxcs their Brother , and 
their ſorrow was alittle moderated by the remembrance of that Great Frinces being 
ave, and by that of the ſuccour t hey might probably look for from a man of-that Re- 
putarion , ſecunded by the Valiant Lyſimacus , and by their generuus and invincible 
Companio':s. 

Bur Roxana's mind was at ne better quiet then thoſe of the two Princeſſes, and her 
ave made ber endure whatſoever was leaſt ſupportable to thera in their caprivity, and 
in the reſt of their misfortunes : (be ſaw the moſt potent Party of the World armed at 
her Gares for her de{trution, and who by the hrſt and moſt important ſucceſſ*s.ought 
in likelyhood to hope for the leſt advantages : ſhe ſaw Enemies within her walls, not 
donbring but that Selencus was ſufficienly incenſed to harbour thoughts of revenge 
21inſt her, ſhe had heard of thedefear of her Allies, in whoſe reliefe ſhe had grounded 
vart of her hopes ; ſhe was perſecuted by a bruitiſh man, whom ſhee ſaw ready every 

moment 
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mormerit to vent his fury in ſome bloudy attempt , and by the teſtimony of her owne 
conſcience, she believed both Heaven and Earth to be her Enemies, yer all this touched 
her notſ@ deeply as Oroondates his {cone : that cruell remembrance made her negle& 
all care of her Firs, and hardly left her ſo much as a minutes reſt. When she returned 
out of the Garden where ſhe had had that unpleaſing diſcourſe with Caflander, ſhee 
went to the lodging of her Priſoner, though ſhe had incited him once that day already, 
and as ſhe paſſed by the Guard, ſhe had ſer upon him, thee commanded their Captain 
to have an exact care of his perſon, and to defend ir to the laſt gaſp, againſt all thoſe 
that ſhould attempt to hart him z Shee uſed that caution for his ſafety , by reaſon of 
Caflanders threats, believing him capable to flie upon ſome violent defign. Oroonda= 
tes whoreceived her viſits with a great deal of wearifomneſs, had much adoe to ſettle 
his countenance to what civility ſeemd to require from him ; but Roxana was not re- 
pulſed thereby, chongh it was a mortall grict to her to ſee thoſe continuall marks of 
his averſion, and drawing neer him with a difſembling look. Well, cruell Oroondates, 
ſaid ſhe, will you for eyer be my enemy, and will you not open your eyes at laſt, to ſee 
the faults you commit, both againſt your own happineſs, and againſt the gratitude you 
ow to my affection? Do you not conſider that I negleR all my interclts to ques = 
and that I put both my affairs, and even my very life, in a manifcſt danger , tod 

you from Enemies which your fortune hath ſtird up againſt you ? Had it not been for 
this proteRtion, wher with I have powerfully ſheltred yeu, both they from whom you 
take the love of Statira, and they from whom you take Roxana , would erenow have 
+ upon you whatſoever their jealonſie could ſuggeſt anto them 3 will you be in- 
nſible of theſe laſt obligations, as you have Te wok of former ones ; and if you 
diſdain the happineſs and the glory which you might find in the acknowledgement I 
demand of you, do you not think that even generoſity it ſelte obliges yon to uſe ſome 
violence upon your inclinations, in favour of a Queene, who is as obſtinate in loving 
you more then her ſelfe, as you are in hating her for all her love. But you your ſelfe, 
Madam, replied the Prince ſomewhat briskly , doe not you believe your ſelfe obliged 
by thac generoſity you alleadge, to leave him ar leaft ſome liberty of mind, from whom 
you have taken that of his body ? and if it be true that you bear me that good wil wher- 
of 1 acknowledge my ſelfe moſt unworthy, do you think ro expreſle it ro me by «ffs 
ſo contrary to their cauſe > Doe you believe a heart can be changed by perſccutions ? 
and if mine were capable to be ſo, do you judge it could be by the uſage I receive from 
you ? While I was free , 1 defended my felfe well enough from thoſe Enemies againſt 
whom you have taken my proteQtion, and now I am their Priſoner, or yours , I had 
rather die by their hands, then by the miſchiefs which you make me ſuffer, and which 
nevertheleſs you would have me receive as proofs of your affetion. Ah, what do you 
ſuffer, ingratefull man, ſaid the Queew, what do you ſuffer, that might not make all 
Priſoners of War to envy your condition ? I ſuffer, anſwered Oroondates , an impri- 
ſonment very different from that the Priſoners of your Party found with us : 1 ſuffer 
for the captivity of my Princeſſe; 1 judge of her torments by mine own, ſince ſhe is in 
the power of a man , whoſe inclinations are ſuitable ro yours : I bear her abſcnce a 
great deal more impatiently, then when I was far frum her ; nor can I from this affcRi- 
on to which you would have me think my ſelf ſo indebted, obtain the liberty to ſee 
her, ſomuch as for a moment. No, added Roxana , you ſhall never obtain it, and I 
would rather kill my Rivall with my own hands, then conſent unto that cruell enter- 
view which you demand , but to compleat the ruining of my hopes. - Nor fhall you, 
replied Oroondates, ever obtain one word from me , or one moment of compliance 
more : Do, kill her, the Daughter of your King , and by that ation you will but finiſh 
what you had fo generouſly begun : your heart already is enough diſpoſed unto that 
crime to be the actor of it without relutancy, and you muſt never hope, that hee who 
could not love you in a more innocent eſtate, can caſt his eyes upon you, when by your 
cruelty you ſhall have drawn upon your ſelf the imprecations even of thoſe that had 
no intereſt in it» The Queen was ſtung ſo deeply with theſe words , that nr 
Shewed it ſclf in the rednes of her face ; and beholding Oroondates with an offended 
eye ; You are, ſaid She, the moſt ungratefull man alive , and the moſt unworthy of = 
a - 


UM 


_ 
{ 
[3 
1 
of 
3 
l 
; 


= —_— Ld. i... is 4 8. 4 


ParrTUOk, CASSANDRA. 39 


afteion which you have ſo infalentYy abuſed, if I could obtain of my heart, what m 
Iawfull indignation has reaſon.ta demand , you ſhould never fee _ bur as ron 
crell, and irreconcileable Enemy : but ſuch as Iam , fear to drive mee to excremity, 
and by the remembrance of choſe crnelties wherwith you reproach.me every moment, 
jydge what I may be capable of, when I (hall, be prampted by deſpair. 1 bold you ca- 
pable of any thing, replied, the Prince', except.ofmaking Or love.you ; and 
nejther your chreatnings, nor your kindneſles, (hall ever work my-minde to thoughts 
which are worthy.only of Caflander. Roxana, heard not theſe laſt wards diſtin Qy, 
for when Oreandates ſpoke them, ſhe wazalready gone out of his Chamber. Hardly 
was 8he gotten to her own, tyhen Perdiccas came in ; they preſently read their reſent- 
ments in each others faces., and:being they were accuſtomed. mutually tounpart the 
progreſſe they made in their affeRions., they gave one another account of the ſucceſle 
of the viſits they, had newly made. Roxana was exceeding angry when Perdiccas told 
her he had promiſed the Queen that she should ſee Oroondates., and protelied often 
that she wonld never give her canſent ; but Perdiccas pacified her by many reaſons hee. 
alleadged; repreſenting to ker that that enterview, could not hurt them,fince it should 
be in the preſence of many witneſſes , which would tell them all the paſſages of their 
converſation ; and that if it could not ſerve to their advantage, however it could. be no 
obſtacle to their intentions ; and praying her to traſt it to his managing , fince bis in» 
tereſt was equall to hers, he brought her in the end toyeeld to his perſwaſions: after 
they had conferred together about the order they should obſerve for the making of chat 
Viſit, Perdiccas bad her good night ; and the Queenbefore she went.robed ,, havj 

2 mind tolert Orcondates know her purpoſe to qblige him in what he had defared, =0 
the conditions upon which she granted him that favour, called for pen and.inck, and. 
wrote to him in theſe words. 


Queene Roxana, to Prince Oroondates, 


OH are permitted to ſe ee my Rrivall, ſince you have defpred it 3 but it at 

Y not meant you ſhould make uſe of that favour to the raine of thoſe thas 

grant it you : "tis 14 your power to turn tt to your advantage, 5 younſo 

it as prudence would adviſe you, and in counſell:ng Statrra not to think of you 

any more ; you ought to recerue the counſel! ſbee will grve you to loſe all thought 

of her. This ts the way you ought to follow if you love ber if. fnce it ſhall depend 
meerly upon the ſucceſſe of this enterview. 


Oroondates received this Letter that very night before he went tobed,, and inſpite 
of all Roxana's threatnings, found cauſes of joy in it, that made him forget his pr 
miſeries ; he could not fancy that he ſhould ſhortly ſee his Princefle , without. 
being crapſported with an excefle of contentment , and he formed an Idea of chat hap» 
pineſs.in his imagination, which placed it above all thoſe that ever hee had enJoieds 
What, ſaid-he, ſhall | ſee my Princeſs once again ? Death hath not then deprived mee 
of, her ſight. for ever, nor captivity robd me of that blefling for the: whole remainder 
of, my daies-: I ſhall behol4l her with theſe very eyes » which the firſt time they ſaw 
her, found the glorious loſle of my repoſe and of my liberty. I (hall ſpeak to her with: 
this-very mouth, which hath ſo often made her the true proteſtations of my fidelity, 
and. ſhall hear that very voice which hath many times pronounced. the ſentences. of 
my life and of my death. Ah, my ſoul, wilt thou beable to reſiſt thoſe violent mot» 
ons of thy. joy, which muſt in probability pue thee belides thy ſelfe > After theſe rap» 
cures of delight, followed ſome effcRt of his fear ;'nor could hee without trembling, 
remember her parting from him at Suſa, and the humour he had left her in at tha cru- 
ell ſeparation ; his joy neverrheleſle got the berter of his fear, and poſſeſſed him then fo 
abſolutely, that it hardly ſuffered him ro beſtow one hour of the night in ſleep,, Per- 
digcas paſſed it not in ſach pleaſant thoughts as hjs, and hee was-ſo perplexed with tho 


cares of love, and. with thoſe of the. war, that he had hardly a minnte free from the per- 
ſecutions 
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ſecutions of the one or of the other. Yet did he give Orders for the defence of the 
Town with « great deale of underſtanding , and as much in love as he was, he forgot 
but f&vy of che Duties of a very expert Generall, and of a man whom his paſſion could 
not tnake ro negle& any thing 

He was tormented nevyertheleſſe with an anxiety cauſed by the ill ſacceſſe of his 
Afaires; and as he had ben afflited at the lofle of the laſt battle, and at the defeat 
of Nabarſanes, he alſo knew with an extraordinary diſconrenc, the danger of the take- 
ing of Babylon, and of the ucter ruine of his Party which did moſt viſibly threaten him; 
he was weakned by the !oſle of part of his men, he was bur ill aſſured of the affeions 
of rhe reſt, and in every thing he found occaſions of fear which he thonghe too impor= 
tant td be flighred. That was it that made him ſo hot in the proſecution of his deſi 
upon! Caflandra, when in likelyhoed it ſhould have been interrupted by cares of fo 
great conſequence, but his haſte was grounded upon ſome reaſon , and his tear of be- 
ing quickly reduced to ſome capitulation, or to ſome difadvantagious Treaty , made 
him prefſe the Queen ſo much as he had done , and as he did more eagerly afterward, 
to engage her while ſhe was in his power, ſo that after the change of his Aﬀaircs , his 
Rivals might no more pretend toany thing with her ; knowing that if he layd not 
hold of his advantages while ſhe was in his hands , he was never to hope for any thing 
afrer. If he paſſed the Night in ſuch troubleſome diſquiets, Seleucus was little better 
at reſt with his, and the day appeared before he had fully taken his reſolntion. Araxcs 
being come at that rime ro receive his Commands, renewed his diſcontents, but noe 
being willing to derain him longer, and having drawn him afide, ſothatno body could 
over-hear him z Araxes, ſayd he , you may return to the Camp when you pleaſe; af- 
ter having ſucceeded fo ill wich my faithfull Companions in what concerns mine own 
intereſts, I will not undertake to ſpeak of yours, and I have conſidered that your Ma- 
ſters Enemies fear your fidelity roo much to ſuffer you to be near him. 1 would re- 
turn along with you ,-and would not abuſe the favour I have reccived from my gene» 
rous Friends, if I did not know that I ſhall be more uſcfull to them heer then in their 
Camp: + 1n bricfe Araxes, Iam reſolved to do that by the way of Arms, which T have 
not been able to compaſſe by my perſwafions, and 1I'le recover your Maſters liberty, 
as I underrook to do, or elſe I'le perifh in that defign ; give Prince Artaxerxes, and 
his Friends this aflurance from me,and becauſe I have reaſon todiſtrufl my Forces here, 
which arc not great enough to oppoſe thoſe of our Enemies , tell them that when I 
ſhall have need of their affiftance, Ile ſet up red flags upon the wals, aſſoon as they ſee 
them appear , they may fall on at the Gate which is oppoſite to Craterus his approach, 
and Ple facilitate their entrance with my utmoſt power; bur ir ſhall be in the © 
day, by open force, and by wayes which ingratefull Perdiccas ſhall not be able to ac- 
cuſe of treachery. After he had given him this inſtruRion, he ſent him away, and ap- 
poynred Officers to accompany him to the Gate , who cauſed it to be opened by their 
Authority. Araxes went ont of Babylon with a great deale of diſcontent, but he come 
forted himſelfe by the hopes Seleucns had given him,that he would attempt ſomething 
for his Mafters liberty ; his paſſage out was the freer by reaſon of the Truce which 
continned for that day , which Perdiccas made to be imployed in burying thoſe that 
were ſlain at the taking of Nabarſanes y he had taken no offence at the puniſhment of 
that Parricide , though he was very ſorry for the defeat of his men , and neither he nor 
Roxana were ignorant , that they had pat that Monſter todeath , not as their Friend, 
bur as the murtherer of Darius. That morning aſſoon as Queen Statira was ready, Al- 
cetas cane into her Chamber, to tell her that Oroondates was coming to ſee her as ſhe 
had defired, but then he pray'd her from Perdiccas, that fhe would uſe that viſit accor- 
ding to his intention , and notenake it fatall to Prince Oroondates. The Queen was 
ſo pleaſingly ſurprized to hear that Newes , that she never ſo much as thought of an- 
{wering Alceras , neither indeed could she wake him any anſwer , which according to 
her thonght was not diſobliging to his Brother ; but afloon as he was gone our , she 
diſcovered her contentment, which in his preſcnce $he had difſembled as well as poſ- 
ſibly she'-was able ; She went into the Chamber of the Princefle her Siſter, tro commu- 
nicate it to her, and after that She had teſtified the part she bore in ir, and how glad she 


would 
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would be her ſelfe to ſee that Prince again ſo dear to all their Family, they returned to- 
ether into her Chamber to receive that welcome viſit ; In the mean while the ſame 
iſcourſe had been uſed from Roxana to Oroondates, and that Prince having received 
it with raptures of joy, which made him forger part of his reſentments againſt her ; no 
ſooner keard that the Queen was ready for his coming , but he went out of his Cham- 
ber, and out of the Pallace , followed by thoſe ts whom the charge of guarding him 
had been committed z yer did he go with an unperfeR farisfation, nor could he with- 
out fear remember the cruell command ſhe had layd upon him at Suſa , when ſhe had 
baniſhed him from her preſence forever ; neverthelefſe when he had refleted uponit, 
he found ſome cauſe of Cereer confidence, remembring that (he had only forbidden 
him to preſent hignſelfe before her , till ſhe was in condition to receive him, and at 
that time he believ*d the change of her eſtate by the death of her Husband , gave hims 
diſpenſation againſt all the Rules that conld difſwade him from it ; without this con* 
fideration he was too religious an obſeryer of her commands, toput himſelfe in danger 
to infrivge them, though he might have found lome inconragement to take a little [i- 
berty, by che diſcourſe Cleone had made himof the Queens thoughts, and of the pains 
(he had taken to viſit him her ſelfe when he lay wonnded at Polemons houſe. The 
people in the ſtreets as he paſſed by, look'd all upon him with admiration, and _- 
the malice of his Enemies , the fame of his Vertue was ſufficiently ſpread a to 

make all the World reſpeR and reverence his Perſon; he went to the Lod 
in a Chariot that was appoynted for him, and when he was come thirher he made haſte 
up the ſtairs, and walk'd toward her Chamber with a countenance in which one mighe 
eaſily read part of histhoughts ; his Guard accompanied him thither , and ſome of 
chem ſtayd within the door by order from Roxana, to be preſent at their Ations. As 
ſoon 8s the Queen heard the noyſe , and was advertiſed of his bl—_ , ſive would 
have riſcn from her Chair to go and meet him, bur her ſtrength forſook her in! rige 063 
calion , and ſhe was ſeized in ſuch maner , that without the help of the Princefſc hee 
Siſter ſhe would ſcarce have had the power toſtir ; ſhe had already gone three or fonr 
ſteps when ſhe ſaw him appear at the entrance into the Chamber, #nd at the ſame times 
Oroondates having caſt his eyes upon her was ſo powerfully rouch'd with that fight, 
that ke could hardly get forward to preſent himſclfe at her feet. Perdiccees 
been deſirous to uſe the Queen according to the Grearnefſe of hes Quality , tv dif 
her miſery by outward ſhewes, had taken care to have her Chamber with b 
and all her Furniture made ſuitable to the condition ſhe was in fince the Kings dearh/t 
The Queens Habit alſo was black trayling negligently npon the Ground, iand her head 
had been adorned with more curioſity, if her preſent eſtate would havetet her take the 
care to dreſſe itz yet as negligent as it was , it took off nothing from her adinirable 
Beauty , and her eyes through that mornfull colour darted a fire at the Prinee, which 
was bright enough to diſpell the thickeſt darknefſe. O Gods what wero the firſt mo- 
tions ef his hearr,and how will my pen be able toexprefle them ! here it is indeed that 
I diſtraſt irs forces , and tha: I muſt content my ſelfc tolet imagination ſupply what E 
ſhonld not know how to repreſent. Once in his life before had that poor Prince ap 
pear'd in her ſight with the like inward diſturbance,but in this laſt encounter he ſeem'd 
tochave loſt part of his courage , and all the reſolution wherewith he had ſtrengrhned 
himſelfe, gave place ro thoughts of renderneſſe which at that ſight had torally poſlefled 
his ſoule ; yer did he advance toward the g”=_ for all he was ſo beſides himfelfe , and 
was no ſooner near her , but caſting kimſclfe at her feet , he embraced her knees with 

fo paſſionate an ation as made a deep impreſſion in all that beheld him. The 

ited it longer then ſhe would have done , if ſhe had not been in-a trouble chat 
kindred her from ordering her aftions with a perfe& knowledge and liberty : Br all 
ſhe was able to do in a ſurpriſe, from which all her preparations had not defended her, 
was to bow down her head , and ſtretch forth her arms with ſo preſſing a fign of her 
affeRion, that thoſe that obſerved it, might very well jadge,the fear of difpleafing Per- 
diccas had not power enough over her to make her diflemble it. After ſhe had preſ- 
ſed him a while between her arms, (he raiſed up her head, and letting che Company ſee 
a face all bathed in tears, ſhe put forth her —— him up , and while the —_ 
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fixt his lips upon it witha tranſported ardency. Riſe, riſe, my Prince, ſayd ſhe, and 
pardon the trouble of my ſoule , for havi lefe you ſo long in this unfitting & 
Oroondates who could not diſobey her, rofe up, and was no ſooner upon his feet, but 
the Princeſle Pariſatis , as ſevere , and as circumſpe as ſhe was, came to embrace bit 
with 2s much affection as if he had been Artaxerxes. Oroondartes received her kind- 
nefſcs with mack r , and when they gave him leave toreturn to the Queen , he 
wenld have thrown himſelfe at her feet again if (be had not forbidden it , and com- 
manded him to fit down by her upon a Chair that ſtood near her bed-(ide.. The Prin- 
ces agitation of minde had ſeiz'd him in ſuch maver , that the Queen was fain to break 
filence frſt,and deholding him in bis extafic with motions full of affetion. Am then 
permitted te ſec you again ? ſayd ſhe, and has the cruelty of mine Enemies yielded to 
the only favour I have asked them? I had not hoped for this only ſatisfaftion I was 
capable to receive , and was diſpoſing my ſelfe to die wichout expeRting this fweer 
conſolation in my misfortunes. The Queen ſpake to him in theſe tearms , teſtifying 
by her looks how dear his ſight was to her , and the Prince who recovered conrage by 
has diſcourſe, xwd who had had a little time torecolleR himſelfe replyed : Madam, I 
had nor thought this blefſing had befallen me by your means , and Ihad my 
Clfc for it with hear of difpicaſing you, remembring how carefully you had ſhun'd the 
oceaſions of it while you had the liberty to grant it me, while 1 was in the ſame houſe 
with yon, and while the report of your death had brought me fo near unto my Grave : 
At that tirne, indeed (it I may be permitted to uſe ſome reproach agaimſt my Soveraign) 
ou might witch more facility then now, Madame, have drawn me out of the deplors- 
condition I thet1 was in; I was dying for the rumour of your death , and you were 
alive cleſe by me, to ſee medie without ſhewing any marke of compaſſion for my 
death, my prefence was then fo odious toyou, that you preferr'd a cruel) captivity + 
pry ernell Enenfics before it, 11a ſeaſon when you had ſomuch need of 
the ſervices of all-that honour you , and my life was ſo little deav to you , that you 
wotild net fecureit by = bare knowledge of yours. The Prince would have 
bandſelfe further in theſe complaints,if the Queen had not thus interrupted him. They 
thatmnade you this Relation « if they did faithfully recount my life , and if they be of 
thoſe to-whom My thonghes were known, may have told yon the Reaſons I had to uſe 
z.coxacl yielenee hipen my inclinations, to keep my ſeife within the limirs of my duty : 
Yhaut fight was very dear to me, your aſſiſtance would have been moſt welcome , and 
what you fufferrd for me , found as great a ſencibility in my heart as ever you could 
heave defired-fromit; bur low'd fo much to the memory of fo Great a Husband, who 
was dead bnt twadayes before, that any other remembrance ſave his would have been 
eitainall in me ;-and without deſtroying my reputation , and making my ſelfeawor- 
thy of your cftcem z I could noe caſt my fſelfe into the arms of a man that had lov'd me, 
and that lov'dme ſtill , when the King my Husband had not ſo much as received the 
honours of enterment. It would be harder for me to juſtific my ſelfe ro another then 
to you., my dear Orcondates, wn whom vertuous thoughts doeafily make impreſſien, 
and ufually OR the {calc 2gainſt your intereſts: No,1 conld not ſee you with- 
bar doing my aninzary, and yer I viſited you , I fought you to your very bed, 
and togive my ſelfe that fativbadtion, I pur my honour in the greaceſt hazzard that ever 
had dene ip-all my life» How great repentance focver that ation was like in proba- 
bility to have'draven after it, I paſſed over all maner of confiderations to follow the 
increments of my aff:tion, and I was alrcady diſpoſed toler you ſee ge ,/ ardd ro dif- 
cove my {Fife eo you, when the violence of my enemies pull'd me away from yon, and 
deprived me of the meansof effeRting my reſolation. It 'twere by Cleone' ( us I bes 
leve it wa3 ) that you have becn inſtructed in my life , you heard from her in what 
qaaner I bore that feperation , what your remembrance has made me ſuffer finee , and 
what rears, and lamentatibns 1 beſtowed on the memory of what I ow*d you; 
- The Queeapronounced theſe words1in ſo tender and fo paſfionare a way , thar che 
Prince repeiited he had fo reproxched her, and being deitrous to expreffe his ſorrow 
for it. I ask you pardon, Madam, faid he, for the complaints which were drawn from 
wy mouth by an unjuſt refenement: you are incapable of erring , and 'twas nor by ” 
proaches 
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proaches I ſhould have begun ſo deare and fo defired a converſation. Theſe marks of 
your goodnefl-, are a full reparation for all that I have ſuffered hitherto ; and though 
with the years | have ſpent in ſerving you, I ſhould have given a thouſand ſuch lives 
as mine, 1ſhould be too gloriouſly recompenced by your remembrance. Since happy 
Ocoondates (continned he, kiſſing one of her fair hands) ha's not loſt the place hee 
heertofore had in your heart, he ha's no reaſon to bewail his tortune ; your will ſhall 
ever make the berrer part of it, and that which depends upon the Gods, and upon the 
chance of war, is too niconfiderable to oppoſe that which I hold from my Princefle 
goodneſs. Bur Madam amnot I obliged by this knowledge I have of it, to render you 
ſome account of the perſecutions I ſuffer from our crucll Enemy ? Would it had plea- 
ſed the Gods, (purſued he with a 1gh) that I had done ſoin times paſt, then perhaps 
by a ſmall faulr againſt difcretion, I might have avoided theſe tedious miſcrics that 
have made me ſhed ſo many tears. Roxana torments me, if I may ſay ſo with mode- 
ſty ; Roxana wou'd have me love her, Roxana would have mee ceaſc loving you , nor 
had the ſuff-red me to ſee you, bur to have me tell you, that I ouzht only to bee hers, 
and that t never can be yours. And Perdiccas replied the Queen, would not have con- 
ſented to this enterview bur that he defired my mouth ſhould let you know that I will 
never bee bur his, and thar you oughe co loſe all the hopes you have in my affcAtion. 
And do you belicve. ſaid the Prince, that I can obey Roxana ? Or do you think, added 
the Queen, that I onght ro do what Perdiccas would have me > Whar you ought to do 
is ſo pcrt-tly known to you, replicd the Prince, that I will never take the liberty to 
counſcll you ; this I am ſure of,that if | had a thouſand lives to loſe, I would give them 
up ail ro the rage of my cnemues, rather then beſtow a moment of them upon other 
thoughts rhen thoſe of ling and dying for you : but [ dare not demand a like proofe 
of your affcRion, as well becanſe I have not deſerved it, as becaufe, if we ought to fear 
our enemics threats, it would be fara!l ro you ; peradventure I (hall never obtain from 
the carc I have of your ſafety, ſo much forgertulneſle of minc own, as roadviſe youto 
love Pergiccas, fine he js unworthy of your affection, in regard both of the defects of 
bis perſon,and of the injuries he ha's done you ; burneither can I perſwade you to love 
this miſerable man, ſince by Roxana's threats, your deſtruRion is tied to the affcion 
you ſhall exprefſe ro hum. Though I had death before my eyes, anſwered the Queen, it 
could not divert me from the reſolution I have taken, torender while I live , all that [ 
ow bo:h to the perſon of Oroondates, and to the memory of Alexander. For all I am 
a woman, I ſhall fear it ro more then you, when I thereby can aſſure you better then 
by th: complacencies you have deſired, that Tam nor ingratetull for che long, and for 
the gallant proofs of your love; and it to preſerve what 1 hold a thouſand rimes more 
dear then my life, 1 need bur expoſe it once again to Roxana's cruelty , Vie do it with 
areſclucion,, which perhaps ſhall make appear that my friendſhip isnot inferiour to 
yours ; but neither will 1 oppoſe the deſire you have to keep your ſelfe wholly mine, 
and ſince by the perſeverance I will ſhew in favour of you, I draw upon yon Perdiccas 
his indignation ; | never will wiſh you ſhould divert the eft-&s of it, by your inhde- 
lity. Inſhort, dear Oroondatcs, I acknowledge my imperfection, and confefle I love 
you not with ſo unconcernd an affcAion, as to look upon you with more contentment 
in the arms of Roxana, then in the arms of death : I wiſh the ſame eye ſhall behold 
Oroondares de1d, an d Oroondates inconſtant, and I conſent in fine either that he live 
for none but me, or thac he ceaſe tolive by my example- Ah, Madam, faid the Prince 
tranſported with joy , what can I have done in my whole life, that is not far below fo 
high a recompence? Yes, my Queen, | will die to keep my ſelf intirely yours, and chat 
conſent that you give to {o glorious a death, is dearer to me then all the favours you c- 
ver granted me. You ſhall ſee me dead. for certain , a great deal ſooner then incon- 
ftanc ; and I cannot chuſe but infinitely commend a reſolution ſo advantageous to me, 


* although I have more weaknefle roward you. No, my admired Queen , I ſhould net 


have the courage to ſee you dic ,to avoid the tyranny of Perdiccas for my conſideration, 
but I would willingly die my ſelf that I might never ſee you in the arms of Perdiccas : 
is by that remedy I ought to prevent my laſt misfortune ,rather then by the hazard of 
alife, which a thouſand ſuch as mine cannot countervail : that law is not equall be- 
Friftiftt 2 tween 
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tween us, nor is my paſſion the leſle violent , for not being able to defire that of you, 
which no maner of right can make mee lawfully demand. The Prince nd the fairs 
Queen were giving each other theſe confirmations of their love , when the Princefle 
Pariſatis, who was preſent at their converſation , mingled her ſelfe in that entertain- 
ment, to ask the Prince ſome account of the laſt ations of his life , and of the paſlages 
that had happened between him and the Prince her Brother. Oroondates obeyed her 
in a few words, and by the diſcourſe he made to the Queen of his cruell jcaloufie, of 
the ſtrange effcRs it had produced in him , and of the bloudy combats hee had fought 
with Arſaces, he caſt her many times into an aſtoniſhment, which (hee knew not how 
to expreſle, but by the alteration of her countenance. She often accuſed the Prince in 
his Diſcourſe, for the opinion he had had of her ; but when ſhee remembred the appea- 
rances upon which his jealouſie was grounded , ſhee was conſtrained to pardon him, 
and to reccive all the violent reſolutions he had taken againſt her Brother, for the grea- 
teſt teſtimonies of his love» The Princeſſes had been in a great agitation of mind during 
that recicall, but they were quieted by the end of it, and conld not hear how thoſe two 
friends came to know one another again, without receiving a marvellons conſolation. 
Then they deſired tolearn what they knew not of their Brothers adventares , and the 
Prince was beginning to recount a little more at large what Arſaces had told the 
Quren his ſiſter ; but in brief, when Roxana and Perdiccas not being able to ſuffer that 
their converſation ſhould continue longer, {ent order to Oroondates his guard to bring 
him back. At that crucll command, hee {ighed twice or thrice, and looking apon the 
Queen, with an ation of gricf and anger mixt togerher. Wee muſt obey our Maſters, 
ſaid he, O Gods how hard is this condition ! 1 part from you, Madam, but *is with a 
firm reſolution to carry away nothing but my body, and to leaye my mind tied to you, 
with ſuch bonds as all the mallice of our enemies will not bee able to break. Go, O- 
roondates, ſaid the Queen , and be molt certaine that all the violences of Perdiccas and 
Roxana, ſhall not diverr me ſo much as for a moment , from the determination I have 
ſerled, never to be any bodies if I cannot be yours. Theſe words were heard by all 
that were in the Room, and told within a while after to Roxana and Perdiccas,but the 
Prince had not time to give reply , and his ſevere guard making him go out of the 
Queens Chamber , and out of the Houſe , put him againe 1nto the chariot to carry him 
back to his Priſon. 

In the mean while, jealous Cafſander, after having rolld a thouſand furious reſoluti- 
ons in his heed, had fixt npon the laſt which he had taken, to kill him that was che ob- 
ſacle of his happineflc: and though he well enough knew him to bee innocent of all 
his ſufferings, and that he contribured nothing willingly to Roxana's averſion againſt 
him , his blinded paſſion ſtifled all the motions that conſideration might have given 
him, and he fancied ſuch helps to his pretenſions by the death of his Rivall, and ſuch 
ſweetneſſes in his revenge, as got an abſolute victory in his heart, over all that honour 
and yertye could repreſent ; yet did he ſee ſome difficulties in his deſign, and the Prince 
of Scithia was at once both guarded and defended , by men whom Roxana had placed 
about him for his cuſtody, and for his preſervation 2 *twas in the Palace where he was 
kept, where in probability all the Queens houſhold, would take arms for the intereſts 
of their Miſtreſle, and without comming ts a great combat, the advantage wherof 
could not in likelihood be his , he knew not how he ſhould be able ro execute bis de- 
fgn. He was beating his brains to find out the means that were leaſt dangerons,when 
he heard that the Prince was gone to Queen Statira , and that all his guard being com- 
manded along with him, there remaind no body in his lodging, but ſome few Officers 
who were appointed for his ſervice, not for his defence, and who likewiſe mig ht pet- 
haps be ignorant of the Order the Queen had given to forbid his entrance. He thoughe 
he could not light upon a more favourable opportunity, to get into his enemies cham- 
ber withonrt difficulty , and though to have argued the matter calmly, hee raight have 
found fome danger in ir, he in the condition to which his paſſion had reductd him, was 
:oo little in love with his life, to ſeek for all the cautions which might fecure it io chac 
ation. He only took ſeven or eight of thoſe men , in whom hee had moſt confidence, 
and withont any greater train, went to Oroondates Quarter ; going up the back ”_ 
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he found the dores of it open, and they that were there , had not the boldnefle to op» 
poſe a man of ſo great authority as Cafſander. Hee retired with his men into an innet 
Room that was at the farther end of the Lodging, and there hee reſulved to expeRt the 
Prmeces return, well knowing that his Guard, came not into his chamber without ne« 
ceſſity, and that commonly they waited in ihe Hall next to it. He had ſtaid but a liccle 
while m fears which the greatnefle of his enterpriſe brought into his mind, when the 
Prince returned ; his Gaa:d according to their cultome, only conducted him into his 
chamber, ana having ſhut the dore left him alone, 

His ill forcune ſeemed willing to give Caflander a greater conveniency to e ffe& his 
purpoſe, for the Prince not Ntaying in his Chamber , went on mto the inner Roome, 
which was far more pleaſant by having the proſpet of the Garden. No fooner was 
he entred , but Cafjander in ſpite of all the fears that affaulted him , drew hs ſword, 
and they that were witch him makirg good the door to hinder his going out , he came 
coward him with an aRion thar ſufficiently witnefſed his intent» That objeR did 2 
lictle furprize Oroondates, but he was not daunted at it, and the greatnefle of his cou» 
rage making him look upon that danger with the ſame contempt he had ſhewed in fo 
many others, ſuffered him not ſo much as to teſtifie by an alteration of his countenance 
that he was ecrrihed at it, only dartmg a furious look upon Caffander. Coward , fayd 
he , dareft thou attempt the death of Oroondates ? Theſe words pronounced withan 
impetuouſn.fl-1;ke thar of thunder,produc'd a like effeR,and the Majeſty of the Prince 
thar ucrercd them, appear'd in ſo ſubiime a degree, that the afrighred Caflander thought 
he ſaw fire in his eyes , and mark:'s of Divinity in his face. And indeed he was ſo 
much diſmayd, that his arme which he had lifced ap, ſuck down without effet, and 
he ſtood with his heart frozen by a thouſand terrours , in the poſture of a man that 
knows not where he 1s; all his followers held their hands by hisexample , and if he 
had not been ſo well accompanyed , Oroondates might have made uſe of the confuſion 
he was in, to ſerzc upon his ſword , and to make the effects of his cruel intention fall 
npon himiclfe ; bur whether it were that he knew the impoſſibility of ſaving himſelfe 
without Arms amongſt a great many men , the poynts of whoſe ſwords were turned 
againſt his breſt, or that he di{dayn'd alife accompanyed with ſo many misforrunes he 
never went about to 2rtemprt any thing for his ſafety ; bur only looking upon Caſ- 
fander with 2s reſolute a countenance as if he had been ont of danger : Why doeſt thou 
delay, fayd he, to diſpatch an Enemy whom his deſtiny delivers up to thee without re- 
ſiſtance ? Lay hold of this brave occaſion to triumph over his life , and though he ne- 
ver had a thought to diſpute the poſiclion of Roxana with thee, endeavour to acquire 
it by the death of a Prince whom ſhe preters before thee, and by the deagh of a Prince 
to whom thou canſt not give it bur by cheſe wayes : Why doeſt thou tremble 2 See, 
IT am alone, and without Armes , and remember that*cis only in this condition thou 
dareſt come gear an Enemy, who while he had his liberry (truck thee pale even within 
thy walls. In the time while Orcondates ſpake thefe words, Caflander had had the 
leaſare to ſettle ſome part of his amsz:ment , and conſidering the truth of what the 
Prince told him, inſtead of being touch d by the greatnefle of his courage , he was con- 
firm'd in his reſolution , and in the belicfe chat he ſhould not do well to let Nip an op- 

ity , which perchance he never might recover while he liv'd ; he quickly made 

ie appear , and looking upon the Prince with more boldnefle then before. Ir is not 
fear, ſayd he, that has hindred me from effeAing my defign, but che repugnance I have 
againſt this Aftion , and if it had been poſſible for me ro acquire Roxana withour thy 
death , I would haveleft thee a life which I am forced to ſacrifice to my reſencments, 
and to my repoſe : With theſe words he ſtept forward again to the Prince, from whom 
he had retired a lictle, and raiſing rhe poynt of his ſword. he was preparing himſelfe to 
thruſt jt into his brel# , when after a confuſcd noyce which he heard in the Chamber, 
he ſaw Roxana enter into that Room, crying, Hold, hold thy hand cruel man : Theſe 
words , and the (ight of the Queen , for whom, as furions as he was. his paſſion gave 
him both fear and reſpe&t , made him fall into ſuch a confufion , that he no longer had 
either ſtrength, or underſtanding , and Roxana throwing her (clfe at the ſame time be- 
fore Oroondates , made him ſce that he had no other way but through her body to find 
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a paſſage to that of his Enemy. Cafſander knew himſelfe then to be fruſtrated of his 
hopes, and ſeeing that the Guard came running in at the Queens cries, and that if more 
of them ſhould follow , his life might be in the ſame danger into which he had pur his 
Enemies, he got out of the Room, and though the Queen call'd out to have him ſtay'd, 
he made his paſſage with his men , who with their ſwords in their hands endeavonred 
to facilitate his eſcape , and they that could have hindred it were afraid of his Authori- 
ty, and had not intereſt enough in his taking, nor in his death, to purchaſe cicher with 
the perill of their lives. Afſoon as he was gotten forth with his men, and chat Roxa- 
na had recovered the fright ſhe had been in, ſhe gave order for the doubling of Oreon- 
dares his Guards, and then going towards him : Well now ingratefull man, fayd ſhe, 
will you pur this obligation in the ranke of thoſe offences wherewith you reproach me 
every day ? and are you not once ore indebred to me for this life, which you unjuſtly 
deſt ine to my Enemy ? Have I not ſaved ic with the hazard of mine own? and did I 
not preſent my breſt againſt Caflanders ſword, to divert the ſtroke from yours ? Did 
you ever receive ſo good Otfices from myRival?and can you compare a few fair words, 
wherewith ſhe may have flattred you,to proofs of love of fo high a nature ? I confeſſe, 
anſwered the Prince, that if my life were dear to me, I ſhould have a conſiderable obli- 
gation to you , but be it what it will , I amnot fo little ſenſible of the care you have 
taken for irs defence , bat that I would hazard it without repugnance for the preſerva- 
tion of yours. I deſire other effcAs of your acknowledgement, replyed Roxana, then 
thoſe that are ordinary to your generoſity , and I defire you thould do that through 
Love, which you would do through the meer incitement of your Vertue. Your de- 
ſires are fo little reaſonable, ſayd che Prince , and the performance of them is ſo little 
in my power , nay and even fo little in my will , that I ſhall never be in a capacity to 
fatisfie yon. Ne, unthankfull man, added Roxana , thuu wilt not long be in capacity 
to ſarishe me, for when I ſhall have given thee up to the rage of thy Enemies ; if thou 
canſt content me 1n any particular, *twill only be in my revenge ; p=rhaps I may fee 
thee reduced to the neceſſity of imploring this goodnefle which thou nnworthyly abu- 
ſeſt ; and if thou art obdurate enough to behold thy own death without gricfe , or 
without repentance, perchance thou wilt be ſenſible of that of this Rivall , for whom 
thou diſdaineſt me with ſo much obftinacy and imprudence ; *tis by the favour I have 
ſbewed thee that thou art harden'd in thy cruelty , and thou haſt made no other uſe of 
the permiſſion I gave thee to ſee mine Enemy, but toconfirm thy ſelfe with her in thy 
ingratefull reſolutions ; bnt know that ſhe ſhall have little joy in thy undiſcreet per= 
ſeverance,and that thou mayeſt aſſure thy ſelfe thou to day haſt had thy luſt ſight cf her, 
nor ſhall —_— to receive another viſit. As ſhe ended theſe words ſhe went away 
from Oroondates, and left him ſo terrified with that threat, that his heart which in all 
the greateſt dangers had ſeemed incapable of fear , could find nothing in his courage 
wherewith he might ſecure himſelfe againſt his mortall apprehenſions. Roxana was 
no ſooner gone out of his Lodging, bur as ſhe was paſſing ro her own, (he met Perdic- 
cas, and preſently in his face ſhe eſpyed all the markes of an anger as great as hers ; to 
ſay the truth their humours were then alike as well as their conditions , and Perdiccas 
having been to viſit Queen Statira after Oroondates his departure out of her Chamber, 
had found her ſo pony confirm'd in the reſolution of nor loving him , and of never 
enduring him while ſhe liv'd, that after having flown out before ber into the moſt vio- 
lent threatnings he could invent, he had given himſclfe overin the end to his laſt deter- 
minatien. Roxana was opening her'mouth to tell him her cruell intention , when he 
preventing her, ſayd : Madatne, I aske your pardon for the diſpleaſure Iam compel'd 
todo you; hitherto I contrary to mine own intereſts, have kept my ſclfe within the 
tearmsof a complacency that has been fartall ro them ; but now I am conltrain'd to ler 
you know that for the good of our Farty , and for che quiet of my ſoule , Oroondates 
malt of neceſſity loſe his life. Roxana had hardly patience to hear theſe lalt words, 
but breaking forth with a louder voyce then ordinary ; Oroondates ſhall live , fayd 
ſhe, as-ingratefull as he is, but Statira (hall die before this day be ac ao end; and all the 
mercies I have had roward her for your conſideration , are extinguiſhed now in your 
ingratitude, and in my diſpair. Statira ſhall not die, replyed Perdiccas , though _ 
ondatcs 
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ondates mult, and though by her diſdains ſhe hath made her ſclfe unyorthy of my pro- 
teftion, I'le defend her with my utmoſt power, co the lateſt moment of my life: And 
I'le proſecute her ſo vigoroully with all mine, added Roxana, and will ſo ſtrongly.op- 
poſe the deſign you have againſt Oroondates , that I'le make even you your ſelf to per- 
iſh in one of your reſolut; | 
The wrath wherwith they both were tranſported , hindred then) then from going 
on with their diſcourſe , and after they for ſome time had looked upon ene another 
without ſpeaking, they were about to goe put their deſigns in execution, when Alce- 
ras and Neoptolemns came in to them ; and having comprehendetl their intention by 
their laſk words, and by their aRion , they reſolved to divert the violent cff-As that 
craell divifion might produce in their party : they repreſented to thetn, that they had 
encmics enow at their gates , and &ven within their walls , withoat difuniting theao- 
ſelves in that manner , and withent giving ſuch an advantage to thoſe that were tit- 
med and fighting for their deſtruftion, as they could not hope for from all their forces. 
Neither Roxana not Perdiccas, could be breught to moderate their indignation, : for 
all thoſe rezſons, and all their friends could obtain , was that rhey would retartl the 
effeAof it, till they ſaw the iflue of a finall proof which they intended to make; and 
which they agreed upen together before they ;parred. All theft diſtractions which 
Love ſtirred up in Babylon, hindred not the Commanders that were lefle piffiotare, 
nor even thoſe whom paſſion tormented , from thinking of the defence of the _—_ 
all orders were exaQly obſcrved, all guards exaQtly kept, and yer the beſi 
more ſecurely then before, upon a beleef they had, that their enemies not be it 
a condition of many daics to make a ſccond attempt ; and that they needed .time tore 
pair their engines ,. and ro ſeek inventions to aſſault thena by other: means, then thoſe 
that had ſo ill ſacceeded. Selcucus and Nearchus medled not with any thing 4 oc 
ſtirred our of their lodgings, bur thongh their carriage might have begor ſuſpnion in 
Roxane and Perdiccas, they were ſtill in hope neverthelefle to pacifie them ; ane-in co- 
gard of the necd they had of their afliſtance, as well ag of the coriſiderntion they hack of 
their perſons, they deferred comming to excremities againſt them ,' or forcing theitvro 
declare themſclves, or go out of the Town, as they oughe co have done for their gremer 
ſecurity, and as without queſtion they would ; if their paſſion had riot tov firongly 


Þrepoſicefied them. ; : | 
The reſt of that day being paſſed, Prince Oroondates the next morning , faw ſome 
of his Gaard come into his Chamber, who drawing neer him without dif, 
their mention , {caſed ſuddenly upon him, and bound his hands ; if hee had foreſeen 
their purpoſe, he would undoubtedly have oppoſed it, butwhen hee ſz thar hee no 
r was in a condition todo fo: Have you order, ſaid be, touſe me or this mane ? 
Ys Sir, anſwered they , and tocarry you to Queen Statira in this poſture. It2 what 
poſture ſocver I am, replied the Prince, Fle follow you thither withour repugnance, 
nor riceded you to uſe bonds, or any vielence, tolcad me to x place from which my ſoul 
is riever abſcne. The Captain of the Guard returned no anſwer , becauſe hee had riot 
Order, only. making him go down the little ſtairs, he brought himto the Chariot, into 
which he got up with him, as alſo a good many of his men, caufing the fides of je tobe 
ker:dd\wn, that the people might mor fee him av he went... The Prance during all the 
way wieariot able roſctcle the fact ke was in for his Princeffe, being ſtracken with a 
mer thil-xpprehenfion of ſomething fatall to her 3n that laſt enterview, hee was condu- 
Red to her Chamber as he had been at his former vifix ; bat hee had hardly ſer hisfosc 
within it, when ha ſaw Roxana..and Perdiccas come in at other doors , attended by fo 
t a Guard as almoſt fild the Room. Caſſandra looked upon her enemies with very 
irdle diſturbance, and though tho iight of Roxata, after what (her had acrempred; and 
executed againft her, was cnough to/have touchr het , yet did ſhebehoid — 
nicd a8 ſhe was, without any trouble that could be taken notice of ; bur xs feon as (4 
caſt her eycs upon Oroondates, and that the ſaws him bound, and led as a ſacrifice to the 
Altar , fhee conld nor obtain ſo much aſliſtance from her conſtancy , as ſhee would 
have deſired in fack an encounter ; and though they had reſolved to uſe her that wy 4s 
they meant to do him, yet had they had ſo mach conſideration of her ſex , and of her 
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- quality, that they had not bound her tender hands, neither did they fear that oppoſi- 


tion from them, which they dreaded from Oroondates, if his had been ar liberty. She 
went to meet him infinitely tranſported , and not caring to conſtrain her ſelf for ene- 
mies whom the neither valued nor feared enongh to diflemble her inclinations in their 
preſence. Ah ! my dear Prince, cried (ſhe, what barbarous hearts can have uſed you ſo 


. unworthily, and by what injuſtice can they bind thoſe hands , that were deſtined to 
*-. bear a Sceptor, and thoſe hands that with ſo much glory have done ſo many gallant 


a&Rions > Why donot theſe Tygres turn their rage againſt me alone , ſince only I am 
catiſe of the greareſt part of their diſcontents ? It Roxana loves you, how can the con- 
{ent to this inhumanity ? and if I be loved by Perdiccas, why will hee afli& mee with 
this killing ſpeRacle ? Neither Perdiccas, nor Roxana, anſwered the Prince, can make 


—_ more glorions, then in making me to ſuffer theſe bonds for my love to you z 
Thoſen le bonds whe 


rwith you keep my hearr faſt tied for ever, make me deſpiſe all 
theirs; and if they coald have n them, they would not haveſhewed this Empire 
over my body, which neither force oor gentleneſle , have been able toexrend over 
mind; The Queen was going to reply , when Roxana , who in their firſt Diſcourſe 
found new occafion to exaſperate her anger, broke off their converſation z and looking 
upon/Statira witli a tountenance which her paſſion had enflamed : Madam, ſaid ſhe, I 
will-make no excuſes to you for what is paſt, nor will I ſeek out reaſons to juſtifiemy 
preſet aftions ; Vie only tell you, that for all the double intereſt I kave in yourgdeath, 
I ftxveler you live tothe prejudice of my repoſe, both to ſatisfie Perdiccas , and to fol- 
low the incitements of the compaſſion I haveof you : butnow that Oroondates by 
his-ingratitude ha's driven me to the laſt extremities , and that by your obſtinacy to 
Keep him, you your ſelfe have labourd for your own deftruction,”I am forced ro let you 
know; that inthe end you havearm'd all my reſencments againſt you, and that yon 
:have.no other way of fafety, but to quit Oroundates to me , and rooblige him by all 
-the conſiderations he ought to have of your life , ro obtain it ob mee by his repentance, 
anid-by the affcRiou I deſire from him. And I , added Perdiccas, addreſſing himſelfe 
-torOrbondates, declare to you, O Prince of Scithia, that you cannot eſcape the fury of 
-2 Rivall, whom his ill fortune hath caſt into deſpair, bur in yeelding up the TONS 
-Jou have to Caſſandra, and in diſpoſing her your ſelf ro requite my paſſion. The gal- 
ant Queen, and the courageous Prince of Scithia, were equally ronched with their E- 
nemics words ; andif they feared their threats, they both feared them for the perſon 
beloved, and not for their owndanger ; yet did there apptar an equall ſcornin 
both their faces, and Oroondates his ſex gave him no advantage then above that gene- 
rons Princefſe ; they both were opening their months to exprefle cheir thoughts at the 
Fame time, bur the Prince who ſaw the Queen was abouc to ſpeak, kept ſilence out of 
reſpeR;, and yeelded that liberty firſt to her. 1 did not doubt, ſaid ſhe to Roxana, bur 
that after having been ſtained with crimes wherwich you have diſhonoured your ſex, 
and the rank yau have held, and after having joyned in a confederacy againſt the blond 
of your Princes; and againſt the true friends of the King your Husband , with their 
murcherers, and-poyſoners, yon would give your ſelfe over to the extreameſt cruelties; 
*cis a worthy end of your glorious beginnings , and *twere not fit you ſhould ſuffer 
her to continue longer in the worid,whom yon could never look upon without ſhame, 
nar-without remoriſez but you have been much miſtaken, if yon belceved that _ 
menaces you could make-me lofe what | hold a'thonfand times more dear then all thac 
-youcan take away from me; ycur fubriltics herrtofore ſucceeded bur roo proſperouſly 
your crueltics.ſhallnot now have the ſame effet, and by your former aQions, yoa 
have made my life too little dear tome, to thigh I caii be terrified' by your — 
todeprive mee. of it,” The Prince of. Scithfa , as ſoon as the Queenhad ended the! 
. wards, teok his.time to ſpeak, and looking upen Perdiccas with diſdain. Theſe waies, 
ide, wherby thow wouldſt rob me of my Princefſe, are worthy of.the greatnefte of 
thy.coutage. and: withour doubt 'it had not been glorious for thee to diſpute her againſt 
2 Riyall, by thy bloud, and:/by thy ſervices ; thou wilt now acquire her far more ho- 
bly; and thou makeſt thy ſelf worthy of her in ſetting forth thy valour againſt « Priſo- 
ner, againfta man alone, and bound, yet a man who twice already ha's made thee - 
| an 
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and to whom thou art twice indebted for thy life. Theſe words ſtung Perdiccas 
ſuch maner, that he ſcarce had power to contain himfſelfe ; but the refolntion he had 
raken to comply with Roxana yet a little longer, made him delay the eff<As of his in- 
dignation. They that know me, anſwered he, will never believe that Lflcd before a 
Barbarian, and I diſown thoſe good Offices for which thou wouldſt have me be indeb- 
ted to thee ; bur this is not a place to decide that queſtion , and thuu haſt now no 
time but to think of the propolition I have made thee : 1f Statira love thy life , (he 
muſt now reſolve upon it, either by thy advice, or of her own accord. And it Oroon- 
dates love Statira's, added Roxana, he has but a few moments to determine abou: the 
lofle or the preſervation of it» At theſe crucl words , theſc illuſtrious and unfortunate 
Lovers ſaw themſclves reduced to moſt miſerable tearms, and all the conſtancy where- 
with they had fortified themſclves , was not able todefend them againſt too juſt a ſor- 
rew ; they both were abſolutely reſolved todie, and the love of their own lives was 
, not capable to touch them , bur neither could conſent to the loſſe of what they loved, 
and the reſolution they were to take not being able to ſeccle it ſelfe in their mindes 
without conteſtations, and great viokence, kept them for a while both (ilent and 
nnmoveable-; yet did they make their eyes to ſpeak with looks that eloquently _ 
expreſſed their thoughts; but when they had remained a while in that condition, t 
Prince fixing his upon the Queens face, with a moft cender, and a moſt paſſionate aQi- 
on 2 My fair Queen, ſayd he , you for the ſafcty of your life may follow thoſe wayes 
that diſpleaſe you lealt , bur I for the preſervation of nune , will never ccaſe to love 
you» : 
My dear Prince, anſwered the Queen, you fhall live, if you can live without me, but 
I am firmly reſolved codie for you. and yet | donor deſire you ſhould live for Roxana. 
No my Princeſls, replycd Oroondates , I will aot live for her , and now you ſer my 
death ir: ſuch a degrce of felicity , that the moſt happy life in the World could not be 
comparable to it ; bur it you think it unjuſt chat I ſhould live for Roxana, I think it 
tar more unjuſt that you ſhould dic for Oroondates , a thouſand lives like bis are not of 
equall valne to one moment of yours, and you by the loſlc of it would make him pur- 
chaſe the glory yougive him at roo dear a rate, Yet do I not entreat you to live for 
Perdiccas , he is unworthy of ſuch « Fortune , nor will I dic for his advantage ; but it 
may ſo fall out that the Gods way blefſe the remainder of yonr dayes with « more 
havpy cendition , and that by the ſuccour of the Prince your Brother , and that of our 
valiant Friends , you may recover both your Liberty , and part of your former Digni- 
ties. Defend her, Perdiccas, I conjure thee, purſued he, defend her againſt Roxana's 
cruelty, thou haſt noother way bur that for the reparation of thy crimes ; by that thou 
ft obrain the pardon of thoſe potent Enemies that are at thy Gates , and I moſt 
forgive thee my death on that condition. Ah, cryed the Queen, unjaſt Oroon- 
dates ! Why do you envy me the laſt of my contentments ? and why will you oppoſe 
the only way tha:'s left me roacquir my {clfe of part of what Iowe you, and to put 
you out of the belicfe you had that I iov'd you not enough? You have abandon'd 
Kindred, Empire, Fortune and life it ſeltc for me alone ; you have expoſed all ; yon 
haye ſacrificed all for me, and through the whole courſe F | my life I never till this day 
was in 2 condition ta ler you fee how ſen(ible Tam of your love and ſervices ; my ill 
fortune, and the calumnics of our Enemies thwarted the firſt acknowledgments I ow'd 
... you; thoſe you may have deſired from me fince have been oppoſed by my duty, but 
now nothing hinders theſe laſt proofs 1 mean to give you of my affeRtion, they are 
mitted me , both by honour, and by the memory of Alexander, and in ſhort I no 
onger fear to make that known to you by my death , which in times paſt the ſtate of 
my condition forbad me to exprefle by favours. The Queen perhaps would have ſayd 
more, if impatient Perdiccas had not interrupted her, juſt when Roxana as muck tranſ- 
ported as he, was about to do the ſame. What, Madame, fayd he, with his countenance 
vice altred , is this then your finall refolation? aud is this all I at laſt can hope for, 
| on the indulgence which for your confideration I have fhew'd unto my Enemy ? 
Yes Perdiccas, anſwered the Queen, this is my finall reſolution, the greateſt cruelty of 
all thy threatniags can never have the power to ſhake it, and in fine, *tis by my death 


Ggggggees alone 


50 CASSANDRA. ParrUh: 


alone that thon-canſt ſeperate me from Oroondates. *Tis rather by his, cryed Perdic- 
cas, and all the confiderations in the World are not able tormake me defer it longer. 
Die, (continued he turning toward the Prince} die Barbarian, whem 1 tave but teo 
much ſpared, and reſtore me by thy blond the quiet thou haft rob'd me of. As he ſpake 
thus, he drew his ſword, and ſtepping forward to Oroondates, was going rothruſt it 
ap tothe Hilts.in his Body, when Roxana, who by his laſt words had forcſcen kis aRi- 
on, catch'd a Javeline from -one of the Guard, and preſenting RT Statira's breſt, 
Hold, (he, hold Perdiccas , Statira's dead if thou rouchelt Oroondates. This 
word Perdiccas pull back bis arm to turn his head coward Roxana , and ſeeing 
her in thar furious » and the fair Queen in the atmoſt perill of ber life , he re- 
mained ſuſpended the motions of his anger and of his love. Oroondates de- 
ifing the death which he had before his eyes, did not yarn of Per- 
iccas his zRion, but turning all his thoughts opon that of Roxana, and upon the dan- 
ger of his Queen. Ah, Ferdiccas | cryed he, the Queen is dead if thon run not to ſac- 
cour her , deliver berout of Roxana's hands , and then give me my death with confi- 
dence. Statira's Conſtancy was not lefle then that of Oroondates, for looking upon 
Roxana with contempt. Strike , ſayd ſhe , a rags > dtp ng , ſtrike the 
Daughter of Darias , and the Wifeof Alexander, an this heart pierce the [+ 
mage of Oroondates , who difdains thee. Theſe words of both yyere able indeed to 
worke ſome cffet upon their Enemies ; but *rwas their love that carryed it then above 
their anger , andthey lefle defired the death of what they hated , then they did the life 
of what they loved. Perdiccas quitting Oroondartes , caſt himſelfe with a great deale 
of fuddzinefle before Roxana's Javeline, and Roxana leaving her Rivall placed her ſelf 
between him and Groondates. Theuſhalt nor dic, ſayd ſhe, and as ungratefull as thou 
art, le defend thy life as carefully as mine own. I give thee bur little thanks for that 
are, repy*d Oroonaaes, and ell the faccour I can receive from thee cannot but be ve» 
ry adious to me , after having ſeen thee prefent that Javeline againſt the breſt of my 
Princefle : ] love Perdiccas a great deale better, tor all he is fo much my Enemy ; and 
for his tendernefſe of wy Queen, I all his cruclty toward me ; *cis to him 
atone I ought to be obliged for my reall Gafety , fince this life which he aflaulted is not 
cenfiderable ro me in compariſan af that which he defended. Roxana found marter 6+ 
nough in this anſwer to redouble her anger and her reſentmene zgainſt Oroondates ; 
yet that reſenrment could not perſwade her to give him up to the rage of Perdiccas ; 
nor could Caflandra's fcorn mcite Perdiccas toexpoſc ber to the cruelty of Roxana» 
They looked upon one another with eyes inflamed with choller , and ſtood at the head 
of cheir Guardsin the polinte of perſons ready to decide their conteſtations with the 
bloud of their men. They for ſome tame continued unreſolved , and perhaps the vio- 
lence of their wrath wonld at laſt have carryed them on to rub yer rennes , if 
Alceras and Peuceltas maugre the relaſtance of thoſe that would have oppoſed it, had 
notentred then into the Chamber. Peuceſtas was very moderare, and Alcetas not of a 
violent nature; they both were inſtantly amazed at the ſpeRache that preſenced it ſelf 
unto their eyes, but they caſt off their aſtoniſhment to rem::dy that diforder, and labous» 
red ſo ſuccesfully in the buſmefle, that though they could not appeaſe Roxana and Per- 
diccas, they hindred them from coming to greater extreanmtics, and got Roxana to re- 
tire to the Palace with Oroondates. She had no ſooner taken rhat reſolution , bur dar- 
ting a look at Perdiccas fall of the markes of her indignation : Remember, ſayd ſhe, 
that thon haft riolated our Agreements firſt , that thou haſt loſt the reſpeR thou oweſt 
me , and that thou haſt denounced War againſt me ; defend my Rivall with all thy 
Forces, and ſure thy felfe i'le kill her even in thy very arms , as thou before my eyes 
would(t have taken away the lite of what I loved. Ile do it yer, replyed Perdiocas, 
nor (hall all your Auchority be able to divert me. Roxana gave no car unto theſe words, 
bat making Oroondates ge forth of the Chamber in the middeſt of ker Guard, ſhe car- 
ryod him back to the Pallace in the ſame maner as he came. 
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2 T laſt theday was come, wherin the fortune of many illuſtrious 
1, perſons was to receive a memorable revelation, and the deſti- 
ny of thoſe of eicher party, after ſo many various events was 
drawing them on to very different ends ; till that time heaven 
had tolerated oppreſſion, and injuſtice , and ſeemed to have 
ſuſpended the courſe of its uſuall providence , to give vertue 
matter to exerciſe it ſelfe in ſo many great occaſions; but then 
it unveyled it ſclfe ro ſee more clearely what was done on 
Earth, and to change the condition of ſo many perſons 
whom proſperity , or the adverfity of their affairs, had unjuſtly humbled or exalted. 
We draw neer unto the haven Caliſta, after a tedious navigation, but not without 2 
prehending that defired Land, nor without fearing that my forces are unequall to - 
deſign Inow have, to let you know the ſo much wiſh'd for end of the Advencures of 
my gallant Heroes. 

Roxana was hardly gotten back tothe Pallace , where ſhe had put Oroondates un- 
der his former Guard, and whither for her own defence, and for the purpoſe ſhee had 
to aſlault the life of her Rivall, after having taken order to ſecure that of Oroondates, 
ſhe was calling the better part of thoſe forces that were at her devotion ; when Caf- 
ſander went to Queen Statira's houſe , followed by a good gumber of thoſe in whom 
he had moſt aſſurance. The Queen was retired into her Cloſet , and Perdiccas with 
his brother was yet in the Hall ſo tranſported with anger, that hee had ſcarce any rea- 
ſon or underſtanding letr. Caffander who as he came in had heard the ſuccefle of that 
laſt Adventure, was no ſooner neer him, but ſpeaking with an angry tone : What Per- 
diccas, ſaid he, have you then made fo ill uſe of the fair occaſion yon had to revenge and 
fatisfie your ſelfe, and have you let ſcape an enemy who deſpites you, who braves you 
to your face, and during whoſe life you can never hope for any repoſe, or any content- 
ment in your own ? Is it thus you uſe that authority wee have given you amongſt ng, 
and do you look upon Roxanaas a ſlave to her greatneſſe, and nor as a companion in 
her authority ? Do you hope for Statira from thoſe enemies that are at our Gates, and 
can you expe that from the uncertain iſſue of this war, which you donet obtain 
from a molt certain, and a molt abſolute power ? Ah, rather lay down the command 
you have received amongſt us, or elſe make uſc of it in ſach a way as may not draw 
upon you the ſcorn of all your party. Go and require Roxana to deliver up our com- 
mon and your particular enemy ; but require him of her in ſuch maner , that ſhee no 
longer may be able to refuſe : go with all your forces to pull him from the place where 
ſhees reſolyed to defend him againſt you, and prevent the purpoſe ſhe has to force this 
houſe, that ſhe may take away the life of her Rivall : Yle follow you thither with all 
the ſtrength I can command, or rather Vle lead you on with fire and ſword, toenter the 
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Pallace where our enemy is ſhut up y you may boldly kill him when you have provided 
for the fafcty of the Queen your Love , and thar fear which made you now to ſpare 
your Rivall, will no more be able to rerain you, when Roxana ſhall no longer have a- 
ny power over hers. Let's march without any further delay, for Roxang is already 
preparing to aaule you ; ſhe draws together all the forces ſhe hath in Babylon, and if 
you give her the time to get a greater ſtrength, you no longer will have any your ſelfe 
to execute too hg dy reſolutions. Caflander fpake to him on this maner, and Perdic- 
cas v;hgle paſſioh ba driven him to the higkelt degree of blindnefſe , had already ſo 
eat an inclination to follow his counſell, that hee hardly ſtaid for the end of his Diſ- 
courſe, tolet him know he was guite perfwaded. Ler's go Caflander, ſaid he, let's go 
whither our common refentments call ns, and if wee cannet otherwiſe then by the 
blond of our party, ler us by that blc ud goin Statira, and Roxana which are refuſed us 
by all other maner of wayes. Alcetas diſ.pproved that violent reſolution of his Bro- 
thers, bur durſt not oppoſe his will, and what repugnance ſoever he had againſt it, hee 
was determining to go along with them bur Perdiecas defired him to ſtay there with 
the men that were under his commend, and defend the Princefles, in caſe Roxana 
ſbould cauſe any atrewpr ro be made againſt them ; ſo hee went forth with Cafſander, 
after having given order to ſome that were about him to gather together thoſe men of 
whon: he was moſt aflu: ed, {onding word to Antigenes and Tentamus that they ſhonld 
rally the Argirafpides, in whom he had a greater confidence then in all the reſt , and 
Ray for him wich Caſſanders Carians at an alarm place that was at the end of the great 
Bridge over which _y were to pafle togo to Roxana's Pallace, Perdiccas his antho- 
rity. was ſuch, that no bedy could think ſtrange that hee beat up his Drums thr 
the whole Town ; nor did any body enquire whether it were to call the (oldiers to 
their arms againſt Roxana, or againſt the enemy. Yer Roxana having heard of it, 
within a little rime doubted preſently of the truth, and judged of Perdiccas his inten« 
tion by her own ; then all her paſſions were not ſtrong enough to ſecure her from fear, 
and (he with a great deal of diſcontenc ſaw her ſelf conſtrained to change the purpoſe 
fhe had of affaulting, into that of the defenſive ; ſhee with all imaginable ſpeed called 
thoſe ſhe rrufted moſt to her aſſiſtance , the Perfians, the Parthians, and the BaQtrians, 
were affeionare to her ſervice ; and among the Commanders (he was confident that 
N-oprolemus and Andiagoras would take her part : but ſcarce had ſhee received into 
the Pallace ſome of choſe that were neceflary for her defence , in the mean time while 
her friends wirhout drew cogether the forces thac were at their devotion, when ſhee 
heard that Pordiccas and Callander followed by a great many thouſand men, were 
marching toward the Pallace, along the Key , and were within two hundred paces of 
her garces : Being defirons to gain time to put her ſelfe in a poſture of defence, and to 
make appear that ſhe was unjuſtly opprefled, ſhee thanght beſt to ſend one of her ſer- 
vants to Perdiccas. to know his intention, and amongſt them all ſhe choſe the falſe Ar- 
bates, who made himſelfe one of the baſicſt about her in that occafion : Arbates went 
out of the P2ilace, but he was hardly got into the ſtreet when he ſaw the armed bands 
advance wich P-rdiccas and Cafſander at the kead of them. Arbates, though trembling 
at the Commiſſion he had undertaken, drew neer Perdiccas to deliver his Meſſage, bur 
ſcarce had he opened his mouth when Caflander looking upon him with an angry eye. 
Ah, faid he, ſee there the worthy confident of Roxapa's loves ; ſee the man that ſerves 
her in her affeFtion ro Oroondares, and that ha's already berrayd mee in imploiments 
wherin I have truſted him. Arbates was preparing ſome excuſe for Caflander, bat he 
afforded him not the leyſure , for catching him by the throat with his left hand, hee 
with his righe ſtabd a dagger twice up to the hilt in his body. Behold, faid he, the firſt 
facrifice I offer to Roxana's ingratitude, Perfidious Arbates fell dead ar the feet of Per- 
diccas, who had not time to prevent 'Cafſanders ſudden exccurion , and the Gods by z 
marvellous cfte& of juſtice, brought that difloyall wretch to be puniſhed for his trea- 
chery to his Maſter,by his Maſters moſt implacable enemy After that ation Caſſander 
not caring todifſemble his intentions, raſh'd before Perdiccas, and running to the Pal- 
lace gates, with furious cries, made thoſe that defended them ſee hee meant to open 
himfelfe a paſage by force. Yet being faithfull to their Miſtreſſe, they —__ 
refiſte 
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reſiſted his intention , and forming a battalion before the barres , they preſently ſtopd 
the forwardeſt with a ſhowre of Arrowes : and in the interim Perdiccas ſent Iolas 
Caflanders brother with Teacamus and Argiraſpides to the other gate of the Pallace., 
This ſtrange diſunion of theſe Perſons who in probability ought to have been inſe- 
perably joyned tog<rhcr againſt choſe porent Enemies , that were before their walls, 
was undoubtedly a ſtroke of Divine Juſtice, and there was little likelyhood that love, 
hatred , or jealoulic conld fo blindly precipicate them into ſach great cxtre2ozes. 
Roxana and Perdiccas in the whole ceurſe of their lives had appeared very prudent in 
their carriage , and witheur all queſtion it was the Gods, who contrary to all kumaane 
rances ſhut cheir cycs againſt all maner of conſiderations , and to puniſh rhem 
made them (laves unto their paſſions , which in another ſeaſon they would have been 
able ro command. Roxana regardlefle of the danger that mighe threaten her by the ar- 
rowes, was gotten out upon a Belcony over againſt the Gate , from whence ſhe could 
diftintly ſe her Enemies, and at the ſame time Perdiccas appearing before his men, 
called out to Roxana's Souldiers to throw down their Arms , and not to oppoſe his 
paſlage, ſwearing they ſhould receive no harm , and that he demanded nothing bur O- 
roondates ; but on the other fide they were animated by their Queen, who crying out 
to them that Perdiccas and Cafſander had an intent againſt her life, made them reſolve 
npon a couragicus reſiſtance ; many men were ſlain on both fides with their arrows z 
but within a while Caflander and Pcrdiccas truſting to the number of their Forces, 
clos'd up to handy ſtrokes with their Enemies , and began another kind of Combate 
far more dangerous then the former. Tolas with Tencamus and part of the Argiraſpi- 
os was fighting in the ſame order at the other Gare, where they had found a like re- 
iſtance. 
Then did Roxana fee her (lf reduced to great extreamities,the numberof thoſe that de» 
fended the Pallace was ſmal in compariſon of her Enemies , nor had ſhe any Comman- 
ders among them that were conſiderable, fince Neoptolemus and Andiagoras who took 
Armes for her , were in a remote part of the Town , where they were drawing their 
men together , yer did ſhe endeavour to excite thoſe ſhe had with her by her words, 
and powred forch all the reproaches againſt Perdiccas and Caflander,that her rage could 
bring iatv her mouth. Baſe men , cryed ſhe , do you turn your Arms againſt thoſe of 
your own Party, and againſt your lawfull Queen, inſtead of uſing them for the defence 
of your walls againſt your mortall Enemies 2 Hath Perdiccas loſt all that ſence of Hos 
nour and of Vertue, which heertofore made him to be conſidered > and will Caflander 
plainly declare to all the World that he is indeed the Murtherer and the Poyſoner of 
his King > The ex:ſperared Roxana ſpake thus unto them, but they gave her no arten- 
tion, and did ſo prefſc upon thoſe with whom they fought , that after having killed 
part of them, the re{t were conſtrained to ſeek their ſafety within the Gate , and ſome 
of the Parſuers entred with them. Caflander ruſhed into the firft Court with loud 
cries, and then Roxana quitted her Belcony. In the troubles that perplexed her , fhe 
knevy not what reſolution it was beſt to rake; ſhe lov'd Oroondates too well to a- 
bandon him to the fury of his Enemies , though (he was ſure by that means ſhe might 
jet 211; but ſhe alſo lov'd him roo well to endanger the loſing of him for ever by 
| | cant his liberty. What ſhall 1 do ? (fayd ſhe in that cruell agitation of her 
thoughts ) Shall 1 ſuffer my dear Oroondates to be ſlain ? and ſhall I ſuffer his perfidi- 
ous Enemies to farisfie themſelves by-the deſtruftion of what 1 love molt dearly in a 
the World ? But again, (hall I give him the means te eſcape trom me for ever, by give- 
ing him the means co ſave himſelfe ? and ſhall I fo lightly caſt away all che hopes 
which his Captivity had made me entertain? She wavered for a while in this uncer- 
tainty , but within a lirtle time ſhe had none left to imploy in ſuch conteſtations, the 
whole Court was full of Enemies, her men ſcarce made refiftance any longer, and for 
a ſurcharge of misfortune, Toles with the ſame ſucceſſe, forced his entrance at the other 
Gate, and marched to the aſſiſtance of his Companions ; ſome truſty men that were 
placed upon the ſtairs defended the aſcent with a great deale of courage , but their op- 
peſition could not be long , and Roxana ſaw her ſelfe reduced at laſt to take a ſuddain 
reſolution ; Wherefore (he then took that which was moſt reaſonable, and ay _ 
ormable 
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formable to her love , and leaving the Gallery from whence ſhe beheld the Combate : 
The Gods forbid, Monſters, ſayd the, that I ſhould give a Prince into your hands, whoſe 
life is worth more then a thouſand ſuch as yours. Saying thus, ſhe ran immediatly to 
Oroondates his Quarter , which was yet made goed by ſome of thoſe ſhe had ſer to 
guard him, and calling for the Arms he had on when he was taken, which then were 
in his ante-Chamber , ſhe took ſome of them her ſelfe , and giving the reſt to Heſione, 
with a ſword which ſhe commanded from one of her Soaldicrs, ſhe went into her Pri- 
ſoners Chamber. He at that time had his hands at liberty , for they were unbound as 
ſoon as he came back unto his Lodging , but he was in great trouble at the noyſe he 
heard, and partly gueſſing the cauſe , was like to die with griefe and anger to ſee him- 
ſelfe in a condition that permitted him not todo any thing for the defence of his life : 
While he was in the middeſt of theſe violent diſquiets, Roxana came into his Chamber. 
Oroondartes, ſayd ſhe, as ingratefull as thou art , I have defended thee hitherto againſt 
thine Enemics with the peril of my life z bat ſince my defence is not able to ſecure 
thee, go fight thy ſelte for thine own ſafety; ſee there thine Armonr which T reſtore 
thee , march on againſt theſe cruell men that would aflaſſinate thee in my proteRion, 
and remember that I have made the conſideration of my intereſts ſtoope to the care I 
have of thy life. Thisa&t of Roxana's gave Oroendates occaſion to loſe ſome part of 
his reſentments againſt her , nor would he have fayled to teſtifie as much to her by 
words, if ſhe her ſclte would have given kim leaſure , and if ſhe had not let him know 
that all che time he bad was neceſſary for the putting on of his Arms. He therefore 
contented himſelfe with proteſting as he received them from her hand , that he would 
not bennthankfull for that obligation , and putting his Cyiraſle on his back with the 
help of Hefione, and evenof Roxana her ſelfe, who needs would ſhare in that imploy- 
ment , he was quickly in the ſame eſtate wherein not many dayes before he had fruck 
ſo great a fear into his Enemies. Then did he think himfelfe invincible, and goin 
from Roxana with an ation that cauſed a terronr even in her, he ran followed by t 
of his Guard , whither he was guided by the m_ of the fight. After he had crofſed 
the Gallery , he found thoſe on the top of the ſtairs who yer were making good that 
paſſage, and who neverthelefle began to yield by little and lictle to the tury of their E- 
nemies. Before he conld get to them , he encouraged them with an exceeding fierce 
cry, and at the ſame inſtant flying in amongſt them like a whirle- wind, he ſhowed him- 
ſelfe ar the head of them in a poſture which froze the ſtouteſt of their Enzmies hearts 
with feare. Courage my Friends, cryed be, I'le fight with you,as you have fought for 
me, and if I mnſt die amongſt you, I'ledie like a man that will not give you cauſe to re- 
t what you have done for his ſafety, Theſe words made him preſently known to 
both Parties, bur his firft ARtions gave much better markes to aflure them who it was, 
and toſtrike the greater terrour in his Enemies, he left the Beaver of his Cask halfe o- 
pen that they might ſee his face. Caſlander had no ſooner caft his eye upon it, but 
a deadly ſhivering ran through all his Veins, and Perdiccas himſc!fe, though he was Va- 
liant, could not look upon him without growing pale ; but their fears were redoub- 
led in them when at his two firſt blows they ſaw two tnen fall dead , who tumbled 
doyn the ſtairs to their very feet, and that at the ſame time the Prince knowing who 
they were, threw himſclfe upon them through the middeſt of all their men , with a 
ry which nothing was able to oppeſe. Behold Oroondates, cryed he ro them, behold 
Oroondates , whom you have ſuch a minde to kill , come on valiant men , behold him 
now unbound, coming himſclfe to offer you this life you ſeek. Cafſander not daring 
to ſtay for him, was gotten a good way into the throng amongſt his Souldiers, and Per- 
diccas who knew. that as valiant as he was, he could not eſcape him, and that ina more 
open and lefſe advantagious place, he would not be able rodefend himfelfe long againſt 
the great number of his men , thought beſt ro imploy ſome of them to receive the firſt 
fury of his blows. The Prince flying into the thickeſt of them , like a man that con- 
temned his life, diſpatched chem with the greater facility becauſe he fought upon the 
higher ground , having the advantage of the place ; and he was ſo couragioufly ſecon- 
ded by thoſe that fell on with him , and by thoſe that had begun the fight , that after 
having waſked the ſtairs in a ſireamof bloud , he by little and little made his Enemies 
quit 
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it thetn. They fly, the Cowards ( he te thoſe of his owh fro 
—fmall handful! of men, but their NN halt vet Gree ek cn, fer Tone 
Cn, CE EI nn where 
they have flaughtred your Companions. Saying theſe words he ran Anrigenes 
rc Chacte Dumas: of the Argiraſpides , Lav iy ner" ae von hee of 
thetn, #nd brought down his ſword upon his head with fach a mighty force , that ab- 
though the Cask could nor be cleft by the edge , is vas bearen into his #kull by che 
weight thereof. Antigenes as ſt with « thunderbolt, fell vithoar ſence of my- 
tion at the feet of his ions ,, where he lay bleeding at all tho of his 
hrad 3 his fall rook away the courage of his men,and the Prince ſocloſ, 
that after having made them forfake the laſt ſteps of the ſtairs,he drove them on before 
himintothe very Courts His fury did precipitate him (o that he ruſhed on thither like 


a Lyon z. bur there it was Perdiccas drfired to have hie, and having tly ers 
him(ſclfe in a place too ſpacious to keep his advanicage in it , the Enemics 
ro lay hold of theirs , and at the ſame time lolasand Tetramus app in the Coutt 


with the reſt of the Argiraſpides , he with a ſaall cumiber of thoſe that finck ro him, 
wes prefently environed by that multitude. Roxana who from the Gallery betwld 
that ſpeRacle, found new matter in the Princes admirable aRiens to redouble the love 
ſhe already bore him ; bur ſhe could not ſee him in that extreamity of danger without 
giving her ſelfe over to her ſorrow , nor without repefting that (he had ſo lovg defer- 
red to give him the means todefend himſelte. 1n the interim he by her cries declared 
the intereſt ſhe had in his preſervation, and by her words en thoſe few that 
were keft with him, co perſiſt in his defence to the laſt man , expeRing the arrivall of 
Neoptolemus and Andiagoras, upon whom ſhe had grounded her lateſt hopes , and 
whoſe delay (he impatiencly acculed. Oroendates who looked for belp from | 
bue his fword , knowing the fault he had commited in quiteing the narrow 
ſtrove to repair it by aRions alrogether prodigious , and by the greameſſe of his blow#s 
ſent ſach a terrour ifto his Enemies as made chem not dare to come within the | 
of his word; but in the end ſome of thoſe that fi in his company being ſlain' #f 
kis feet, and the reft hardly longer able to v-ake refiſtance , he being neither immorrall 
ner invulnerable, was even ready to be overwhelmed with namber , when a 
noyſe was heard at the Palace Gate , and p:eſently after Seleucusentred at the head of 
his Macedonians. That Gallant man having by the care he took heard the Princes dart« 
ger, and the horrible violence of Perdiccas and Caffander, had ſtifled all the retnaining 
conſideration he had of them, ard w3s reſolved to proceed nolonger with them, but 
as his mottall Enemies. He had found Nearchus his mind ſuitable to his, and at the 
ſame time , having ſent Orders to their men who kept themſelves in a readin: iſe for 
their firſt Command , they quickly were in arms to ſerve chem ; but their prudent 
Leaders well underſtood that with them alone they could never be able to defend 
themſelves againſt all che Forces that were in Babylon, and remembring the advertiſe- 
ment they had given Araxes, they had divided their'men, and Nearchus wasgone with 
halfe of them towards that Gate they intended toopen to Perdiccas his Enemies, after 
having placed men with red Enfigns upon the walls to give the Signall they had pro- 
miſed Araxes , while Scleucus marched toward the Palace te ſuccour Oroondates. He 
was gotten thitker juſt at the time when his affiſlance was moſtneceflary, having for- 
ced the reſiſtanice of thoſe that withſtood his paſſage, and having overthrown all them 
that would have hindred his entrance, he broke into the Court, where with his ſword 
in his hand he hew'd out his way te the Prince throngh the middeſt of Perdiccas his 
Sonuldiers. The fright that ſeized them at his arrivall opened the throng that encloſed 
the Valiant Prince, and gave himliberty to ſee him, which he no ſooner did, but defi- 
ring to make himſelfe known. Courage brave Oroondates, ſayd he , behold Seleucus 
your obliged Friend is come toreſcue you, or die with you. Saying theſe words he 
layd about him ſo furiouſly that at laft he got up to him, and placed himſclfe by his fide. 
Oroondates ſeeing ſo powerfull a reliefe, immegiately aſpired to ViRory, and receive- 
ing Seleucus with a cry of acknowledgement z we have conquered, ſayd he, fince Se- 
leucus takes our part z The place where they were , and the imployment that _ 
them 
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them up would net petmit a longer diſcourſe , but they both fought with ſuch won= 
drous valour, and his men ſeconded them with ſach courage, that within a lit- 
tle tice thoſe of Perdiccas his fide began to quit the place, and even he himſclſe groun- 
ded his hopesnpon the reſt of their Forces that were drawing together , went out of 
the Court with Caſſander, and left it free unto the Conquerors. They drove him into 
the nexc Market place , and into the ſtreets thereabours with an exceeding fierceneſle, 
bur ſcarce was he out of the Palace , _ upon a Horſe that was held ready for 
him, to go himſclfe and fetch up the reſt of the Forces that were at his devorion, when 
he ſaw Neoptolemus and Andiagoras, who with four or five thouſand Perſians, BaQtri- 
ang , and Parthians, were marching to affiſt Roxana. Perdiccas knew very well they 
came not to do him ſervice, but being prudent he found a way to make them 

their intention. You cove moſt apportunely to relieve the Queen, ſayd he, Seleucus 
with his men has forced the Palace z he has freed Orcondates, and now both of them 
together follow'd by Sclencus his Macedonians, and the Souldiers of Nearchus and Le- 
onatns , are Maſters of the place, which they have made us quir by the death of our 
Companions : The Town is loſt if we take not ſome | oe des for certainly this 
treachery of Seleucus and Nearchus, is not without holding intelligence with onr 
Enemies. While Perdiccas was ſpeaking on this maner, they ſaw Peuceſtas come gal- 
loping as faſt as poſſibly he could , who affoon as he was near, cryed out to them that 
the Enemies were falling on at the Gates , and were ready to force them open by the 
aſſiſtance of Nearchus , who with above three thouſand men did all he could to facili- 
race their entrance, and to kill all theſe that offred to oppole it. 

This news troubled Perdiccas exceedingly , and abſolutely changed the intentions 
of Neoptolemus and Andiagoras, who united themſelves immediatly with Perdiccas, 
forgetting the conſideration of thoſe petty differences hee had with Roxana , to Joyne 
their forces againſt their common enemies for the defence of their lives. Neo 
went y away with half their men, to defend the gate which was aflaulted by 
Nearchus within, and by the enemies without. Perdiccas and Andiagoras with the 
reſt, marched aginſt Otoondates and Seleucus ; and Peuceftas ran up and down th 
the whole Town to make the Inhabitants take Arms , and to lead them to the defence 
of their gates and walls. Perdiccas returned very ſcaſonably tareinforce his men,who 
at laſt did nothing bur flie before their Conquerors ; but that ſupply changed the form 
of the combar, and they began to face about, whom the image of death before had ter- 
rified. The Prince of Scithia and his valiant Companion loſt not courage for that acci- 
dent, but animating their men by their words and by their example,made them reſolve 
generouſly to diſpute the vitory ; never did warriers fight with ſo much reſolution, 
and all that Orcondates and Selcucus had done in the late battell » Was not comparable 
to their aRions then. The number of their enemics was greater then theirs, but the va- 
lour of Commanders made amends for that defeR, and held the combat in muck equa- 
lity ;nay they were beginning to have ſome hope of the better, when Caflander who 
was gone out of the hurly burly a while before, came to aſſault them with the Encrge- 
tesand the Pelaſgians. The ſon of deceaſed Ariſton, (whodied the day before of the 
wound he had received from Oroondates) came at the ſame time another way with a- 
bove three thouſand men. At the arrivall of fo conſiderable a ſupply, Perdiccas no lon- 
ger doubted bur he ſhould conquer, and the two valiant Princes no longer doubted but 
they ſhould be lain. Seleucus received that knowledge firſt, but bee received it with- 
our changing countenance, and looking upon Oroondates whom that danger had ani- 
mared, in ftead of danting him. Brave Prince, faid hee, wee muſt die, but I donot 
grudge my life, fince I loſe ir for the defence of fo gallant a man. Oroondates had not 
time toreply, becauſe he was charged by Caſſander and his men, who eager of his 
death ruſhed headlong upon him with more reſolucion then before ; lolas was one of 
the forwardeſt, and the Prince knowing who he was, flew ſo ſuddenly at him, that his 
fatall ſwerd finding pafſage through his body, in a place ill defended by his Arms , #p- 

peared all bloudy on the other (ide, and layd Caflanders brother dead at the foot of his 
companions. Behold, ( cryed the Prince, ſeeing him fall) behold a viRtime which I 
offer to the Ghoſt of Alexander, and a juſt execution of one of his perfidious poyſo- 
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ners.. Theſe words, and the death of Tolas, pierced ſo deeply into Cafſander, that de- 
ſpi':ng the danger there was in comming neer his enemy, he would have run to meet a 
ecrtain deftiny in the point of his Arms, it many of his men had not interpoſed, who all 
falling at once upon the Prince, reduced him to the greateſt extreamities, in which he 
had ever been. Many of thoſe chat fought for him had already loſt their lives, and tho 
reſt forced by the abundance of their enemies , gave ground apace defending them- 
ſelves, and compeld their valiant leaders, cither to retire with them , or let their ene» 
mics have the ſatisfaion of taking away their lives too eaſily. Seleucus who had yer 
fome hope in Nearchus, counſelled the Prince to yeeld alittle to the multitade, and by 
that advice obliged him to retreat before a world of enemies that hotly proſecuted 
him; he quicted the place ro them wich a great deal of trouble , but ſtill ſhewing them 
a fearlefſe conntenance, and keeping them at a diſtance from him by the of his 
blows; they drove him back on that maner to the end of a ſtreet that brought them 
to the Key, and there having more liberty to enlarge their front, they put them in 
ter danger then before. He ſtill retired from them with Seleucus, and (ill the ſmall 
rumber of his men made oppoſition , till they came to the great ſtone Bridge that di- 
vides the Town into two equall parts ; that place was ſomething favourable to them, 
for ſpreading their ſoldiers the whole breadth of the Bridge , they put themſelves in 
ſuch a poſture, that they could not be charged any where exceptin front ; bat weari- 
neſſe began to leflen their ſtrength , though rhey had yer been ſo fortunate as to have 
received bur very little hares , and it was evident that without ſome ſpeedy ſuccour, 
they could not protradt their fate much longer. | 

In the mean while, Roxana had no ſoaner ſeen her Pallace clear of enemies, but ſhe 
wer down into the Court, where ſhe had rallied all the men ſhe could ſee in a condi- * 
tion to fight ; ſhee yet found three or four hundred , and at the ſame time ſaw ſeven or 
eight hundred Draches, and Argeans, who were comming up with great affeRion to 
ſerve her, and who among all other Nations were they on whom ſhe had the greateſt 

wer ; ſhe then reſolved to make uſe of it, ro-requite Perdicccas in his own kind, and 
mn TP npon a man that had offended her, rake alſo the life of her Rivall, 
deprive her of the means of drawing benefit from the liberty ſhe had given to Oroon- 
dates. TI have ſaved my ungratefull Scithian, ſaid ſhee, from the cruelty of Perdiccas, 
but I do not mean Statira ſhall be the better for his ſafety , and if I had not ſaved him 
for my (clfe, I will bee ſure not to have ſaved him for my Rivall. With theſe words, 
ſhe placed her felfe at the head of thoſe men, and after they had londly proteſted to 
her that they would follow her any whither without conſideration , ſhee marched in 
my toward the houſe where the ewo Princefles were kept. Alcetas had ſtaid to guard 
it for ſome time, but when he thought there was nothing more to be feared from Ro- 
xana, and that he had heard Selencus with his men were fighting with Perdiccas, and 
that Nearchas was gone to ſet the gates open tothe enemy, hee beleeved hee could no 
longer ftay with honour in that houſe , while all his Companions were engaged in 
fight ; wherfore leaving three hundred of his men todefend it, hee was marched away 
with the reſt to ſeek in what place his aſſiſtance would be.molt neceſary. No ſooner 
was he gone but furious Roxana came, and preſently ſceing the gate was guarded, ſhee 
commanded her ſoldiers to break in, and put all ro the ſword that made reſiſtance. 
They found 3 great deal more then they expefted from the ſmall number of their ene- 
mies ;for being valiant men, and faithfull to Alcetas, they with ſuccefſe did long make 
aſe of che advantage of the place,to ſupply the difference in number : they ſhot arrews 
exceeding faſt from the top of the gate, and from the windows, and kept their enemics 
a great while in play by that defence ; bar they at laſt yere ſo encouraged by Roxa- 
na's cries, that in ſpite of all oppoſition they got np to the gates, and having beaten 
them open , entred the Court , and drove Alcetas his foldiers as far as the ſtairsy, 
there they made head again to win time for the comming of relief, and there they ſlew 
a great many of Roxana's men , and ſtopt their progrefle a good while longer. The 
fair Queen Statira, and the Princeſſe her fiſter, having heard that noiſe , and partly 
gueſlcd the canſe of ir,ran to a window that looked into the Courr, and there they ſaw 
crucll Roxana, who was come in thither , after her on Fl =”_ chemſelves —y 
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of it , and who by inciting words preſſed them Rill forward to an abſolute vi ory. 

That ſight begot not ſo much fear in thoſe great Princeſſes, as to make them ſtoop to a- 

ny thing unworthy of their great courage ; and the illuſtrious Widow of Alexander, 

beholding her cruell Rivall with diſdain: Compleat thy crimes, Roxana , cried ſhee, 

carry themon to the higheſt degree , and if thou haſt abandoned Oroondates to the 

rage of Perdiccas, wreak thy malice without further delay upon her whom hee aban- 

dons unto thine; thou never oughtelt to hope that Oroondates, if he be alive, can love 

a Monſter, black with ſo many horrid crimes , and if thou canſt reap no other adyan- 
tage by my death, thou at leaſt maieſt thereby revenge the conterypt hee ha's of thee. 

Roxana heard theſe words diſtinAly enough , but being they put her to confuſion by 

the xnowledge of her faults, (he made no anſwer, and heartned up her men in ſuch a 
maner, that in the end their enemies were conſtrained to quit the airs, and retire dif- 
orderly into the Hall. Thither they purſued them with ſuch haſte, that they had not 
time to ſhut the door, and there deſpair made them fight a little longer , which was a 
means to retard, but not divert Roxana's intentions. Then did theſe two great Prin- 
ceſſes no longer doubt bur that the end of their life was come, yer in that fear they did 
not any thing that misbecame their greatneſle ; and it they made ſhew of ary gric fe, 
*twas only out of a ſence wherwith neernefle of bloud and aff: ion inſpired them mu» 
eually. The Queen embracing the Princeflc her fiſter, and bathing her face with tears 
ſhed out of love to her. Dear ſiſter, ſaid ſhe, if it pleaſe the Gods that you ſurvive me, 
as there is ſome likelyhood you may , {ince Roxana ha's no cauſe at all rodefire your 
death and if they alſo permit Oroondates to outlive me, aflure him, dear ſiſter, that my 
laſt thought was that of keeping my (elfe his by my death, and that this death is dearer 
to me receiving it for his ſake , then the Empire of the whole World with any other 
Man. Give him this aſſurance, deareſt ſiſter, if you love me, and for that of my ft iend- 
hip, receive this lateſt kiſſe. The fair Pariſatis whom her own danger had but lirrle 
affrighted, was rot able to hear the Queens words, nor to behold her ation, without 
falling from her conſtancy of mind , and receiving her embraces with a tendernefle 
which ſhe teſtified by preſſing her cloſely between her arms ; Madam, fayd ſhee , lay 
no command upon me to be p:rformed atter your death, ſince the reſolution I have ta- 
ken not co ſurvive you a moment , diſpences with mee for all the obedience how y« n. 
As ſhe had ended theſe words, they both heard a greater noyſe then the former , and 
then it was they beleeved for certain, that all choſe who had fought for their deferce, 
were utterly defeated, and that they kad nothing more to do but to offer up their brefts 
to the enemies {word. , 

That which pafſed in the heart of the Town, hath hindred us from relating what 
was done upon the skirts of it, and what an alteration the affairs of Bibylon therrre- 
ceived. Nearchus with his men was gone down to the gate which Craterus was to 
aſſault ;.and atthe ſame time had cauſed Enſ1gnsto be ſet upon the Walls, and by the 
ſound of many Trumpets rouz'd the Camp, which with marvellous impatiency expe- 
Qed ſo deſired afignall. The firſt that ſpied it had carried the news with loud cries to 
their Commanders.and all thoſe famous warriers had reccived it with an extraordinary 
Joy. The valiant Prince of Perſiz, Lyſumachus, and all the reſt of cheir Companions, 
had in a moment pur on their Arms, and inalmoſt as little time their forces who way- 
ted for that command, were ina readinefle to march. Prince Artaxerxcs followed by 
Lyſimachus, Prolomeus, Orontes, the brave Thaleftris, yong Demc-trius, and Theoda- 
zes, was advanced with fifteen thouſand Macedonians Thracians, and Xgyprians, to 
Craterus his gate where the figoall was ſetup ; and ro make a diverſion to facilitate 
their deſign, Oxyatres, Antigunus., Fumencs, and Polyperchon fell on at other four. 
Never did great Arſaces appear ſo fierce and terrible as that day , at the gates of Baby- 
lon, nor ever did Lyſimachus employ his valour with greater ſatisfation , nor with 
greater hope , then ar that rime for the liberty of Pariſatis. Nearchus fought on the 
wſjde againſt thoſe that defended the gate , and though their number was little diffes 
rent from his, he preſſed them in ſuch maner , as made them ſoon deſpair of viRtory. 
Artaxerxesand his Companions batterd che gates in the mean time with their Rams, 
and'the ſmall reGſtance they found, by reaſon their enemies were ſo imployed within, 
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ſuffered chem quickly to make a breach large enough to bee entred. Lyfimachns was 
 thefirſt that broke in at it, and would needs expoſe himſelfe to the fiiſt danger before 
Prince Artaxerxes, who raſh'd in next ; they two were preſently followed by all the 
reſt, and Nearches no ſooner {aw them appear, bur diſcovering bimſclfe to them by a 
joy full cry , he drove the terror of their enemies to the utmoſt extreamity. They that 
firſt oppoſed the fury of the Prince of Perſia and his Companions, loſt their lives glori- 
ouſly by the hands of thoſe renowned men, and in che mean while their Souldiers en- 
tred ruſhing after them ; avd when they were abſoluge maſters of che gate , they let 
down the Bridge, and opencd a large paſſage to their ſquadrons. 
36 they that had oppoſed Nearchus wcre either killed or caken flight, when N-rop- 
t with his men came upto their relicfe , but he came only to lead them on to 
_ » for the conquering Princes falling furionſly upon them , covercd the ſtreets 
with mangled bodies , and made the chanels run with bloud Neoprolemus was one 
of the firſt that charged Prince Artaxerxes, but he fonnd his ſtrength tobe far uncquall, 
and though he Jo't not bis life by that unreſiſtable hand, he received ſo weighty a blow, 
that not being able to ſuſtain it, he fell among the ſlain with all the ſigns of a dying per- 
ſon ; his mennolonger made oppoſition, and they that cou'd eſcape the Conguerors 
hands, ſought the preſervation of their lives by flight. The Son of Darius had no ſoo» 
ner gotten to joyn with Nearchus, and teſtified his acknowledgements at that meeting, 
bat he Jearn'd from him the danger Orcondates was in, and not being able then to give 
way Co other thoughts ſave thoſe of ſuccouring his dear Brother , he advanced with 
parr of his Forces toward the Palace, and left others the care of opening the Gates thar 
were aflanlred by Antigonns, Oxyatres, Eumenes, and Polyperchon. Such was the 
deſtiny of Babylon, and the diviſion of thoſe that commanded in far ſtately City, 
having drawn all the Souldiers to their FaRtions, left almoſt none at all for the defence 
of the Gates and Walls, aad then the Conquzrors roved all about with as much liberty 
a$ if they had had no Enemies to fight with. Artaxerxes had marched part of the way 
which led toward the Palace , when by ſome Souldiers that caſt thernſelves at his feer, 
he herr4 hew Roxana was then imployed , and in what danger the Queen , and the 
Princefle her Fjter were, ualefle they had fome ſpeedy faccour : This Newes trou- 
ied the Prince extreamly, but Lyſimachus had no ſooner heard it, bat tranſported with 
the fury which his paſſion inſpired, he parted from him taking ſome of his men along, 
and marching with x mirv-lons haſte to relieve his Princeſle, lefc him at liberty to aſſiſt 
his Brother. He was not a little comforted by Lyſimachus his reſolution, knowing the 
Valour of that Prince , and judging well that his Sifters cuuid not defire a more gene» 
rous Champion, and proſecuting his former defign with a great deale of diligence, he 
came to the end of rhe Bridge , where the Prince of Scithia , and brave Selencus deten- 
ded their lives with very little hope of ſafety. They were already ſo exceeding weary, 
that they were hardly able co lifr their ſwords, and their weaknefle having redoubled 
the courage of Perdiccas and Caflinder , made them a great deale bolder in aſfailing 
them. They were going to ſummon their utmoſt Forces together , that they might f- 
niſh the combate with their death, when caſting an eye to the other end of the Bridge, 
they heard the cryes of their Enemies , and ſaw them appear at the ſame inſtant. Ar- 
taxerxecs running up toward Oroondates with an incomparable ſwiftneſſe z Courage, 
cryed he, dear Brother, you are a Conquerour, and your Enemies are defeated. He had 
hardly ended theſe words when he was gotten to his ſide, and with him Orentes, De- 
metrius, Thaleſtris, and the faithfull Theodates followed by many rhouſand Souldiers. 
As Oroondates and Seleucus recovered ſtrength by that relicfe which was then ſo ne- 
ceſſary to them, their Enemies were ſo terrified by the knowledge of their misfortune 
of the lofle of their City , and of the ruine of their Party , that they were almoſt quite 
defeated without the trouble of fighting. Yer did their Offices labour to enconrage 
them, though not re ſuch a degree, but that they preſently quitted the Bridge , and re- 
tired to a more open place, where they gave the Princes a greater liberty of defeating 
them. The ſlaughter then was ſuch, that in many places the blond ran down the Key 
into the Euphrates, and the reſentment of thoſe Warriers whoſe lives a while before 
were in ſo great an extreamity , made it ſelfe known then by moſt blondy tokens. O 
Hhhhhhhhh 2 Statira |! 
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Seatira 1 O Prince of Scithia ! how fully were your wrongs reveng'd, and how many 
lives were facrificed to their reparation ? The Son of Ariſton who to revenge his Fa- 
thers Death , had appeared moſt eager in ſeeking that of Prince Oroondates , loſt his 
reſentments with bis life, which was gloriouſly cut off by the ſword of Great Arſaces. 
The Prince ef the Mafſagetes , and the Son of Antigonus ſlew a very great number of 
them, the fair Amazone Queen made her ſclfe remarkable by a thouſand valiant ARi- 
ons,and Theodates plainly thew'd by his how worthy he was of Arſaces his aff: Aion; 
but Oroondates in wheſe remembrance the cruelties of Perdiccas and Caſlander was 
very freſh, ſought them every where amongſt their men, and made thoſe hated names 
reſound which way ſocver he turned. Whereare your Valiant men ? cryed he, is the 
hot defire you had to take my life , ſo quickly cooled ? and do you flic ſo ſoon from 
theſe whom but a few minutes before you had condemn'd to death? have you forgot 
I zmyour Rivall ? and do you ſocaſily reſign Statira and'Roxana to me ? Scarce had 
he ayd theſe words, but he repented that be had ſpoken thern , as thinking them con- 
trary to modeſty, and judging that a ſonle like his, ought not to have grown proud up= 
on the change of his Fortune : Yet were they over heard by Perdiccas and Caſſander, 
though they had thruſt themſelves amongſt their men, whether it were to prolong their 
lives, or to ſcek means to fight yet once again with more advantage. Perdiccas, who 
indeed was valiant amongſt the valianteſt , could not without ſhame heare thoſe re- 
proaches from his Enemy , and at the ſame time conſidering the condition he was in, 
the defeat of his Forces, the taking of the Town , and the lofle of thoſe pretenſions he 
had had upon Caſſandra, he believed he no longer ought to love his life enough to ſave 
it by anaR of Cowardize, and in that thought inſpired either by his courage, or by his 
deſpaire , he raſhed once more before his men , and calling Orocondates with a loud 
voyce, he drew him preſently to meet him; but before they came to blows, Perdiccas 
demanded a little attention , and having obtain'd it of the Prince by the power he had 
amongſt his Souldiers. Behold Perdiccas whom thou ſeekeſt , ſayd ho, it he had kill'd 
thee when he could have done it,he needed not have fear*d he ſhould have been ſlain by 
the hands of thoſe about thee ; but if thou art truly generous , and wruly worthy of 
Statira, whem ill fortune forces me to abandon to thee, thou wilt endeavour either to 
zake my life, or to defend thine own without advantage : Thy Friends and mine ſhall 
be witnefſesof the laſt aRions of one of us , and though perhaps the uſage thou haft 
found from me , does not oblige thee to obſerve the Rules of Generofity roward me, 
thou mayeſt remember that I preſerv'd Caſſandra for thee, and that-but for me ſhe had 
not now been in the Werld. The Prince of Scithia's fury was ſo moderated by theſe 
words of his Enemies , that he partly layd aſide the defign he had againſt his life, and 
looking upon him with a milder countenance. It1strue, ſayd he, that thy actions 
might excuſe mine well eneugh, which way ſoever Iſbould feck to revenge my ſelfe : 
but that which thou haft lately done for the ſafety of my Princeſle, breeds in me fo 
great a confideratien of thee , that I not only will forbear to aſſaile thy life with odds, 
buc will freely give ic thee, if thou wilt receive ir from me. No, reply'd Perdiccas, 
the Friendsand Kinſmen of Alexander the Great donot uſe to receive their lives from 
their Enemies, and,*twill ſuffice roconfirm me abſolutely in the Opinion T have of thy 
Vertue, if thou ſecure me againſt thy men, and make the conqueſt of Statira, and the 
defeat of Perdiccas to be the merit of thy fingle Valour. Oroondates without further 
reply, turning toward Arſaces and his Companions. Dear Brother, and you my Ge- 
nerous Friends, ſfayd he, you love my glory too well to envy me the occaſions to pre- 
ſerve itz Iby all your friendſhip toward me beg the liberty of fighting with Perdiccas 
upen equall tearms z and if it pleaſe the Gods I die by. his hand, let me conjure you by 
the ſame friendſhip , to let him have his life and liberty for the prize of his Viftory. 
Arraxerxes and his Companions who in all Oroondates his Actions admired the great- 
nefle of his Courage , yielded to his defires , which perhaps they would not ſocafily 
have done, if their confidence in his Valour had not ſecured them againſt the fear they 
might have been in for the ſuccefle of the Combat, The conquering Part, and all that 
yet were left of the conquered, ſtood in a maner unmoveable ts be the SpeRators of it, 
and then did thoſe twe Enemies precipitate themſclves upon each other with an _ 
- moſity, 
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molity which plainly made appear what the iſſue of their fight would be. Oroonda- 
tes was wearied with the toyl hee had undergone , and wounded though lightly in 
ſome few places, yet that of diſadvantage was ſcen bur little , and his anger did ſo ſtir 
him up, that Perdiccas as valiant as he was, quickly perceived his bloud ran down in 
mavy parts of his body. Ocoondates his friends beheld thoſs happy beginnings wich 
a great deal of Joy, bur Perdiccas loſt not his courage with his bloud , hee ruſh'd 
upon his enemy with a fury, which without doubt would have been fatall to any o- 
ther man. Yet was he utterly weakned preſently after , by a thruſt which he reccived 
into the body, and the Prince who ſaw him in ſuch a condition, that he could nolon- 
ger fear him, took pity of his fortune , and retiring two or three ſteps. Thou art no 
longer able, ſaid he, codiſpure the vitory your me, but receive thy life, which I am 
willing to leave thee, and of which I will have as great a care as thou couldſt defire 
from « friend. My life, replied Perdiccas, is nolonger at thy diſpoſing, nor can I, but 
with it, give up Statira and the viory. At theſe words he [trove all that poſſibly hee 
could to flic upon his enemy, but his ſtrength abſolutely forſook him; and after having 
ſtaggered a while, he fell at his feet, where his life and bloud ran forth together. Thus 
died the greateſt of all Alexanders ſucccfors , and the Gods to give a terrible 

of their juſtice, decreed he ſhould be (lain in that ame Town wherin he had unwerthi 
ly abuſed his power, and by the hands of that ſame Enemy, whoſe death he a few mo- 
ments before had attempted with ſo much injuſtice and inhumanity. He was a man of 
excellent natural parts, but his paſſions had extinguiſhed them , and the glory of his 
former aRions was mach eclipſed by the laſt minutes of his life. His pride was hum- 
bled at the feer of his Conquerour, but the Prince being moved with pity » kneeled 
down upon one knee cloſe by him, and was puiting up the Beaver of his Cazk to ſee if 
he were yet in a condition to receive aſſiſtance , when Caſlander, enraged by the loſle 
of his f1jend , or rather his deſpair , comming from amongſt his men with his ſword 
up, fell upon the compaſſionate Prince, and while he was in that poſture, charged him 
with ſo weighty a blow, as made him fink npon the pale dying face of Perdiccas, and 
but for the goodneſs of his helmet, would perhaps have put him in the ſame condition. 
Oroongates getting up again in very great fury, would hayerun to take revenge, but 
he was already prevented ; for a thoſe many that were animated againſt Cafſan- 
der for that baſe fowle play, the Valiant Thaleftris who knew him, and who ſtill was 
ſenfible of the injuries he had done her in the firſt combats againſt Orontes, made at 
him with a threatning cry, and with the firſt ſtroke ſhe gave having cut the ſtraps of his 
Cask, his head remain'd unarm'd and bare to the eyes of all his Enemies. 

The fair Queen who remembred with what cruelty he formerly had ruſb'd upon 
her with his Horſe after having thrown her down with a violent hock, was lifting up 
her arme togive hima death which he had but too juſtly deſerv'd , when Orontes 
knowing him, and calling to mind their ancient friendſhip, received the blow upon his 
Shield, and ſtepping before her : Madam , ſayd he, give me Caſſanders life Ibeſeech 
you : And you Caflander, continued he, yield your ſelfe to Orontes who was hereto- 
fore your Friend. Orontes obtained his defires from bothythe fair Queen conquered her 
indignation togrant her dear Orontes what he demanded,and Caſſander preſenting kis 
_ unto Orontes, did by that aRion ſtop all thoſe that were already turn'd againſt 


While theſe things happen'd, Lyſimachus and Prolemeus had run with their men to 
the houſe where the great Princefles of Perſia were reduced tothe utmoſt perill of their 
lives ; and Roxana's Souldiers after having fill'd the Hall with dead bodies , were rea- 
dy to breake open their Chamber door,when the twe Princes came. It would be hard 
eo tell all the particulars of their ations. Lyſimachus excited by his paſſion found no 
reſiſtance capable to ſtop him,he made himſclfe way with his ſword through the thick« 
eſt of his Enemies , and the violence of his wrath having for that time ſuſpended part 
of the pity which was naturall to him, he ſacrificed thoſe cruel men with pleaſure, to 
the remembrance of thoſe injuries they would have done to Parifatis. After having 
cover'd the whole Court with ſlaughtred carkafſes, he made himſelfe Maſter of the 
ſtairs, ad from thence paſſing into the Hall, he there proſecuted his ViRory , and his 
revenge, 
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revenge with ſach ſaccefſe, and Prelomeus with his ſoldiers ſeconded him ſo conrage- 
ouſly, that within alittle time they were both Conquerors, and revenged of their Ene- 
mies, whom they put almoſt all to the edge of the ſword. That (ight was horrible, 
and all that houſe oreflowed with blood , when Lyſimachus finding no more obſtacles 
in his paſſage , broak open the ſame doors his Enemies had aſſaulted , and centred all 
bloudy into the Queens Chamber. Art that obje& the two great Princeſſes reſolved 
abſolutely for death, and deſiring to receive it both together , they lockd each other in 
Cloſe embrace which they beleeved to be their laſt. In that poſture they caſt their eyes 
upon Lyſimachns , who out of reſpeR had made a ſtand as ſoon as hee was come into 
the Chamber , and the equipage they ſaw him 1n having confirmed them in their opi- 
nion. Whoſoever thou art, ſaid the Queen, that art the miniſter of Roxana's will, de- 
fer not the execution of it longer : come, kill the Wife, and perhaps the Dangheer of 
thy King ; but ſpare the innocent Pariſatis , ſince Roxana ha's no cauſe to hate her, 
and that ſhe hath no pretenſions upon Oroondates. Pariſatis at theſe words getting 
looſe from the Queens imbraces : Ab, cried ſhe to Lyſimachus, hearken not to that di- 
ſcourſe, and if any pity can be found in perſons that rake imploiments like this of thine, 
let me conjure thee to diſpatch me firſt 2 it is not juſt Hepheſtions Widow ſhonld bee 
ſpared, when there isno conſideration had of Alexanders ; and though I have no pre- 
tenſions upon Oroondates, I (hall have ſome upon the Empire, and | ſhall have ſome 
upon the life of Roxana. This generous conteſtation wonld have laſted longer, if Ly- 
ſimachus could have longer ſuffered it ; it mollified him ſo, that for all his courage, he 
was hardly able to retain his tears, bur if he was touched with the Queens words, his 
love trade thoſe of his Princeſle pierce him ſo deeply , and in that poſture which begd 
and commanded both at once , he found ſo much occaſion of redoubling his paſſion, 
that he hed hardly any knowledge left, or any power to moderate himſclfe in that 
encounter. Yet would he no longer ſuffer thoſe great Princeſſcs to continue in the 
craell opinion they had of him, but throwing his Task at their feer, and himſelfe like- 
wile at the fame time, he by his ation, and by the ſight of his face, made them find how 
happily they had been deceived in their belicfe. I am nor, ſaid he, the miniſter of Ro 
xana's cruelties , and the Gods make uſe of Lyſimachns for more glorious occaſions ; 
they for the higheſt pitch of his felicity, have permitted him to deſtroy your Enemies, 
and have made him able now to give yon notice that you are free , and Soveraignes in 
Babylon. The joy of thoſe vertuons Princeſſes at the knowledge, and at the words of 
Lyſimachns, was ſuch as in probability it ought to be for ſogreat , and ſo ſudden an 
alteration of their fortune, From a cruell , and as they believed , an inevitable death, 
they ſaw themſclves in a moment brought into ſecurity , and into the condition they 
could have wiſhd ; and they received that office from a Prince whom they infinitely e- 
ſteemd , or rather from a Prince whom Pariſatis lov'd as much as ſhe was capable of 
loving: to ſay truth, all their moderation hindred them not from teſtifying their fatiſ- 
fation, and the Queen knowing the reſpe@ her ſiſter bore her, permitted not a free 
diſcovery of her ſence of that adventnre, ſtrove to oblige her to ir by her example, and 
caſting her own arm about Lyſimachus his neck ; *Twas from you , ſaid ſhe , *twas 
from you indeed we were to hope for our deliverance , and *ewas alſo in your vertue, 
and in the aſſiſtance of the Prince our Brother, that we had grounded onr expectations; 
we ow our lives to you Lyſimachus, but beſides the generall obligation, Parifatis 
onght to adde this laſt ſervice to thoſe many others wherby you have ſo well deſerved 
her aff-Rion. She pu'ld him up as ſhe ſpake theſe words , which made the Princefle 
bluſh, bur yer her modeſty could not keep her then from teſtifying her acknowledge» 
ment, and ſhe believed that an ingagement of ſuch importance, might well diſpznce 
with her for her ſeverer rules ; ſhe did it by a ſalute, and an embrace full of aff-Qion, 
which ſhe then beſtow'd upon that Prince whom ſhe had never favoured ſo much be- 
fore, and oppoſing the intent he had te caſt himſclfe once more at her feet , that hee 
might receive her favours, with greater reſpet. Generous Lyſimackus, ſaid ſhe, I am 
totally your debtor, ſince beſides my own life, Tow you that of the Queen my liſter, 
and this laſt ation is of the ſame nature with many others which you have done co my 
adyantage ; I moſt dearly preſerve the memory of them, and have as great a —_— 
this 
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this laſt as you can defire. I am then, replied Lyſimachns witha ſigh, a great deal more 
nappy then I had hoped to be, and the care you took ro conceal your ſelf: from me, and 
ev keep me from the occaſions of ſerving you in a ſeaſon when the ſervices of 21 thoſe 
that had any fidelity roward you were no more then neceſſary , had putt me into a very 
ill opinion of my fortune. 1 had reaſons, anſwered the Princefſe, which would per- 
chance be weli approved by any other but your ſelfe ; bur if | did amifle in your opi- 
nion , T'le make amends for my fault by all the reparations that fo vertuous, and fo 
reaſonable a Prince as Lyſimachus will demand. The glad Lyfimachns not being able 
to expreſſe his joy by words, contented himfelfe to teſtifie it by his aRtions, and put- 
ting one knee unto the ground, he kifled the Princeſſes hand , with raptares ſuitable to 
all thoſe gallant proofs he formerly had given her of his paſſion. Ptolomeus came 
then into the Chamber , and as he took a very great ſhare in the contentment of his 
friend, he received as great a one himſelf in the acknowledgement of the ewo Princeſ- 
ſes, and they both aflured him with «ft-Aionare ſpeeches, that they were excreamly 
ſenſible «f what he had done 1n favour of them. After that firſt diſcourſe, the Prin- 
ceNtts enquired cur cerning Artaxerxes, Oroondates , and the generall ſtate of their af- 
fairs. Ly'machus rold chem in a few words , and thongh by the knowledge of that 
happy « vent be confirmed them in the joy they had conceived for their own liberry, 
he lc ft chem in ſome apprehenſion, for the uncertainty of Oroondates his ſafery, and 
tor the danger of cheir Brother. Let's go, ſaid the Queen to Lyſimachus, ler's go and 
take onr port in the danger which thoſe dear perſons ſtill are in for our fake, and let's 
nolopge ty in 2 houſe where we have ſaffred ſo mnch and which we have ſomuch 
reaſon rodet: ſt. Ar theſe words ſhe gave her hand to Prolomeus, and leaving her (t- 
ſters ro Lyſ:mchus, went out of the Chamber, and paſſed into the Hall, which ſhee 
found full of dcad and dying bodies ; and where ſhee quaked with horrour at the fight 
of fo diſmall a ſpeQtacle. The Princefſcs turned away their eyes, but they mer with 
the ſame obj: ts upon the (fairs , and in the Court, and in all places found new uccaft- 
on$3to abhur Roxana's cruclry. 

In the mcan time that unfortunate Princeſs was in 2 condicion very different from 
theirs, and when Lyſimachus and Ptolomeus came to 1ehieve the Princefſes , her fear 
had made her go up the ſtairs, where ſhe then was, to the higheſt ſtory of the honſe ; 
from thence (he had heard the noyfe, from thence ſhe had ſometimes look'd into the 
Court, and from thence by the words of the viRtorious Soldiers , she had learn'd that 
it was by | yſimachus her cnemics were reſcued , that the Tywn was taken , and that 
She was upon rhe point of fa'ling quickly her (clf into the power of thoſe perſons shee 
had ſocruc1ly injured. She received nor that affarance without being caſt into deſpair, 
and horrour, 20d the folirarins {s of the p'ace where ſhe was, joyned to the remorſe of 
her guilty conſcience , infpired her with the moſt furious thoughts a heart is able to 
conceive. She could not call to mind the cruclties (he had executed upon the Queen, 
withou. juſtly fearing thoſe puniſhments that were her due ; nor could ſhe Jiſpoſc her 
ſetfe ro lol. Orcondates for cvcr, without defiring the death ſhe was afraid of, What 
ſhall l do faid ſhe in theſe rr cfolnions ? (hall T give my enemies the ſatisf:Rion to 
make me (uff-r adeath | have {© well deſerved 2 3nd thall I undergo the ſhame theyare 
preparing to reward my cruclties ? Shall | tmplore the mercy of choſe 1 have ſoun- 
worthily aFuſed, and ſhall | beg my lite of my Rivall, after having 1ſſan}ted hers with 
fo much inhnmanity ? Ah 1 no Roxana. think nor upon that utmoſt baſenef{e, after ſo 
many orhers that d ſhonour thee : if thy Rivall ſhou'd be generous enough to grant 
thee a pardon which thou haſt ſo liztle mericed, wouldſt rhou receive it from her by gt- 
; yYing up Oroondetes > Wouldfit rhon live wy hoat that ingratetw!l caufe of all thy 
crimes, and cou!dſt rhou ſec them borh conquerors over thoſe crimes that have ſo little 
proficed thee > Ah Roxana ! this rhonghrt *s unworthy of the wife of Alexander, and 
if chou haſt made thy ſelf unworthy of char qualiry by thy ſhamefull ations, blot out 
the (h»me of thy lite, by a dearh full of reſolution. Die, miſerable woman, bur die by 
thine own aſſiſtance , withour ſtanding in need to beg thar of thy enemies. She then 
b-gan to confider which way ſhe might kill her ſclf.nor having any weapon that could 
ſerve her for that purpoſe : ſhee was in a high Gallery that look'd 1nto the _ 
WAnc 
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which ſhe ſaw full of men (lain for her quarrell , and *'twas from thence ſhe thoughe 
ſhe might eaſily find her death , by throwiog her ſelf headlong into the Court, where 
io regard of the heigth , and che kardnefle of the pavement, ſhe muſt needs in probabi- 
liry be daſht in pieces. Already had ſhe given her ſelf over to that reſolution, and was 
preparing to execute it » when ſhe remembred her great belly , and the Child of fo 
t 2 Father which ſhe carried in her womb. That conſideration ſtaid her at the 
rſt, and drew tears immediatly afrer from her eyes. Ah | wretched mother,cried ſhe, 
wilt thou deſtroy a ſon of Alexanders, and ſhall this only pledge thou haſt |efr of the 
affeion of the greateſt man that ever was , periſh for the expiation of thy offences ? 
This unfortunate Child of ſo glorious a Father, is innocent of all (hy crimes, and thou 
wert more cruell then Medea, it chou thy ſelf ſhouldſt ſacrifice him to thy ill fortune. 
This thought bred ſuch a tendernes in her heart , that ſhe remained a good while un- 
able to get out a word , and expreſſed her compaſſionat yearnings only by her tears. 
Atlaſt, by the force of her deſpair, ſhe baniſhed thoſe irreſolutions, which ſeemed to 
precipitate her a freſh into her miſeries, and breaking forth again in ſighs. Ah 1 my 
poor Child, continued (he, why cannot I divide my life from thine, and give death to 
guilty Roxana, without killing the innocent ſon of Alexander ? Pardon me,moſt preei- 
ous bloud of the Gods , the inhumanicy which my cruell fate compels me to it 
againſt thee z peradventure alſo thy 11fe would have been very diffcrent from thy Fa- 
thers, and that thou wouldſt have lefle inhericed his vertnes , then thy Mothers vices. 
Then did ſhe again draw neer that fatall window , which ſhe had deſtmed for the exe- 
cution of her deſpair ; and caſting her eyes into the Court , ſhe upon the loweſt ſteps 
of the ſiairs without, ſaw tae fair Queen her Rivall, who with the Princeſſe her ſiſter, 
Lyſimachus and Prolomeus , were going away from that deteſted houſe. That fight 
redoubled her tranſported fury, and not being able ro maſter it. $tatira, cried ſhe, Sta- 
tira, hearken to the laſt words, and behold the laſt ations of Roxang. The Quen and 
thoſe that were in her company caſt up their eyes toward that call, and Roxana no 
ſooner perceived that she was (cen and heard , but rayſing her voice according to the 
diſtance ; 1 will not ask thee pardon, went $he on, for the wrongs I have done thee, 
they are of a varure not to hop? for any & I have been too bold in commuting crimes, 
to be ſo meanly ſpirired as ro repent them. I defire no mercy of thee for my |.te , tri- 
umph therefore both over it and over my ill fortune, ſince the Gods permit thee foto 
do ; enjy thoſe felicities with Oroondates, which I in vain have ſo much oppoſed: 
1 will noc envy them, being I shall not ſee them, and that row I am upon che point 
by throwing my ſ-lt head!ong ar thy feer, to give thee as full arevenge upon thine ene» 
my, :8 thou thy ſelf knoweſt haw to wish. For thy more p:rfc& ſatisfaion , I ſacri- 
fice ro thee this ſon of Alexanders, but by the memory of that great man who was our 
common husband, and who ought to be held in veneration by us both, defend my bo- 
dy from the abuſes that may be offred it ; afford it che honour of Buriall ; and if Imay 
be ſuffred to demand it afrer the injuries I have done his wemory , giveleave that it 
may reſt in the ſame Tomb with Alexanders. As Roxana ended theſe words, She put 
her hands upon the window, and was getting up to caſt her ſelf down into the Court ; 
when the Queen whom that pitifull adventure had very dceply touch*d,defiring to 
poſe rhat crucll «ffeR of her deſpair, cried, Hold Roxana, hold, I conjure thee by x 
memory of Alexander. Roxana who by reaſon of the height of the window and her 
own un weldineſs, had mnch ado to raiſe her ſclf for the exccution of her deſign, deferd 
ita wti'e at theſe words, and was content to prolong her life for a few moments, to 
hear what her Riv2ll had to ſay to her. When the Queen ſaw ſhe lent her ſome atten» 
tion; Roxana, continued $he, as thou defireit the mercy of the Gods , enyy me not 
the glory which they grant me, if thou oppoſe ic not by a laſt effeR of cruelty ; *tis 
true, thou haſt done me many injurics , bur I forgive them all in conſideration of thy 
love, and of thy preſent eſtate ; and though neither wer ſufficient to plead for them, 
remember that I ow thee the life of Oroondates, and that what thou didſt for his pre- 
ſervation, is of power enough in me tocfface the memory of far more cruell wrongs ; 
if thou wit give me any reparation, do nothing elſe bur live to ſatisfie me ; that's all I 
now deſire of thee, neither do I pretend to any right over thy liberty , or over the Em» 
pire 
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pire of that Son whom thou wouldſt murcher wich thy ſclfe , nor ſhalt thou receive ſo 
much as a reproach from me that can difoblige thee, Theſe. Teſtimonies of Statira's 
goodnefle touch'd Roxana with a true repentance z but then ſhe found her ſelfe more 
guilty then before , and remorſe of conſcience tormented her with greater violence, 
confirmed her more and more in the refolution of dying. I am unworthy , cryed ſhe; 
of the mercy thon offereſt me, and thou redoubleſt my deſpair by this knowledge of 
thy goodneſſe ; but thou (halt nor fee that le abuſe it, nor will I receive my life from 
thee , after having perſecuted thine with cruelties which make my death moſt dread- 
full tro me. As ſhe ended theſe words, ſhe ſtrove to get upon the Window, and raiſed 
her ſelfe with ſo much force , that one part of her being already without would have 
pull'd the other after it by it's weight, if at the ſame inſtant ſhe had not been ſriz'd up. 
on behind, and ſeir*d with ſo ſtrong a hand , that her tody which before was equally 
ballenced, came back again into the Gallery, 

*T was Prolomeus that d:d her that good Office ; he at the ſign the Queen had made 
him during their diſcourſe, was gone from her with that intention , and had run ſo faft 
up ſtairs,that he came time cnongh to ſave the life of that deſperate Princefſe. She turn'd 

t- to him mach afflited and ſurprized, and having known him. Ah 1 Prolomeus, 
ſayd ſhe, how cruel _ to binder my repoſe ? I thould be far more cruel, replyed 
Prolomeus,if I conſented to the cruelty you would exerciſe againſt your ſclfe,and to the 
offence you commit againſt a Queen , who deſires nothing now with ſo much paſſion, 
as your ſafety. Roxana look'd upon Prolomeus with eyes in which her farall choughes 
had imprinted ſomething extraordinary, and yet for all ſhe was ſo troubled, aid had 
fo wild a countenance, ſhe was ſtill ſo extreamly handſome, that nothing but the beau- 
ty of her Rivall, could defend the moſt inſenſible hearts from being charmed with hers. 
That lovelineſſe being a powerfull incitement to compaſſion, imprinted ir ſo deeply in 
Pcolomeus , that he omitted nothing that could ſerve to drive the de{paire our of her 
ſoule, which had ſo totally poſſeſled it; and he endeavoured it with ſo much care and 
ſo mach ſucceſle, that in the end he overcame her to fee her Rivall, and ro iuffer the ex» . 
prefſions of her goodnefle. Before they were halfe way down the ſtairs, thy mr the 

who was come back into the houſe to receive her with as much gentlen-flc as if 
their former friendſhip had not been interrupted by any accident. Roxana could not 
bear her reproach without a greatdeale of confuſion ; bur when ſhe: faw her ſtretch 
forth her arms with a face all bzth'd in tears which compaſſion had made her ſhed, ſhe 
drew near to her a lictle more confidently, bur yer ſhe caſt down her eyes with ſh»me, 
and knew not how to ſuſtain the looks of her whomſhe had ſolirrle obliged co aff.ud 
her that neble uſage. Statira embraced her tenderly, an i beholding her witt cycs chat 
had nothing in them of an Enemy. You have wrong'd me more, ſayd ſhe, by the epi» 
nion you had of my cru-lty , then by all your former aRions ; and if you were not &- 
nough afflicted already , 1 ſhould complain of the injury you have done me, in prefer- 
ring death before my friendſhip : Live, Madam , to teſtitic that you ceaſe to hate me, 
and never fear any thing from me nor mine that can any way rrcuble your repoſe. 
Roxna by this confirmation of the Queens goodneſle, was abſolutly brought ro 2 
hearty repentance, and receiving her kindnefſes with more aflurance then betore. Yon 
are worthy, anſwered ſhe, of the care the Gods have had of your preferv2tion, and I 
have but too juſtly merited my unhappyneſle; in my preſent eſtare , Madam , deeth 
withont doubr would be my moſt fortunate condition , but yet Tie live for to obey 
you ; nor can I better teſtifie my repeatance , then by receiving my lif« from you , and 
in living at your command,notwithſtanding the many reaſons I have to wiſh for death. 
Statira's reſentment, and Roxang's deſpair were appcaſcd in this maner, and they were 
upon theſe tearms , when a great noyſe was heard in the ſtreets , and at the ſame time 
ſome of the Souldiers brought notice that Alcetas was returned with part of his men, 
and had again begun the ſight againſt thoſe of Lyſimachus and Prolomeus. Lyfimachus 
ſtarted at the name of his Rivall, and praying Prolomevus to ſtay for the defence of the 
Princeſſes, he went from them, and ran to his men with 2s mach hatte as con!d be ima- 
gined, It was true that Alcetas with ſome Souldiers as deſperate as himſcite, had al- 
ready charged in amongſt them. He had run in vain to all the Gates , which _ 
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ſciz'd upon by his Enemies, and after having loſt part of his men againſt them, he had 
been up and ; at many other places , and every where had found his Fors Vidtori= 
ous. He had ſeen death wandring about on every ſide, confufion, diforder, and c 
raigning, in all the ſtreets of Babylon. He had heard the groans of dying men, the 
cryesand lamentations of tender Mothers , Children, and weake old men, and ey 
where had met with dreadfull pictures of horrible deſolation. He often had broke in 
upon his Enemies , but had {till come off agaia with lofle, till he arrived at the 
where the unfortunate Perdiccas had loſt his like : Then by the knowledge of his Bro» 
thers death he had baniſhed all the deſire he before had had tolive, and ſeeking nothing 
but an occaſion of dying honourably , he believ'd he could not do ic better then in the 
preſence of his Princefle whom he had abandoged , and to whom ke thought he owed 
the lateſt moments of his life. With this beliefe , forcing all the obſtacles that were in 
his paſſage, he was come back again to that houſe, where he had fallen fo fiereely upon 
Lyſimachus his Souldiers , that at the firſt he had layd many of them dead upon the 
ound. Lyſimackus being come to their relicfe, no ſooner knew him, but defiring to 
Tilcover who he was. Alcctas, crycd he, behold Lyſimachus, tam thy ſword againſt 
him alone, and let's diſpute thislaft time for Parifatis. Alcetas ftayd not for a ſccond 
challenge, bur receiving his Rivall with a furious cry , he ran to meet him with an im- 
nouſnefle as great a8 his ; all their men afforded them paſflage, and they cloſed in 
ightof cither party, though ſo unluckyly for Alcetas, that having hurt Lyſimachus but 
lightly in the left hand , Lyſimachus his ſword found the defeR of his Arms, and ran 
through his body to the very Hile. Alcetas fell dead with thatſingle thruſt , and yiel- 
ded up Pariſatis with his life unto his Rivall. All his ſouldiers ſought death by his. ex- 
ample, and were going perhaps to find ic amongſt Enemies grown cruel by bicud and 
ſlaughter, when Prince Oroondates, Artaxerxes, Orontes, and Thalcſtris with their 
Companions came altogether to that place. They had cut in pieces whatſoever had 
made them any reſiſtance, and at the ſame time Oxyatres. Craterus, Antigonus, Leo» 
natus, Eumenes, and Polyperchon had made themſelves Miſters of all the ſeverall quar- 
ters of the Town; all thoſe that had been obſtinate in making oppoſition , were put e= 
very man to the ſword, and Peuceſtas who had gotten ſome of the Citizens to take 
arms, having ſeen a good number of them ſlain , was conſtrained to ask quarter for the 
the reſt, and to yield himſclfe ro the diſcretion of Prince Oxyatres. The Conquercurs 
had promiſ-d:rhe Inhabitants their lives, but they had found it very difficult totake off 
the Souldiers, whom defire of Pillage precipitated thronging into every houſe, and at 
firſt they met with very lictle obedience amongſt chem, bur in the end they had fo care» 
fully endeavoured it , knowing how much they ſhould oblige Prince Artaxerxes by 
ſparing the bloud of che old SubjeRts of his Family , that they had ſaved all them thar 
had eſcaped from the firſt fury of their men, and after having made themſelves M-ſters 
of all places, where they could ſaſpeR any reſiſtance , they had drawn up a great pare 
of their Forces under their feverall Standards and Coleurs. Thus the moſt ſtately 
Towninall the World was taken , and that proud City which might have held out 
whole years againſt a world of Enemies , ſaw it felfe (contrary to all humane appea- 
rance) brought in ſubjeion in halfe a day , by the imprudent and blind diſſention of 
its Defendants: Yet was it happy in its misfortune , fince the Conquerours uſed their 
ViRory with moderation, not defacing any of its Beauties , and waſhing of the faults 
of irs Commanders a great deale more with the bloud of ſtrangers , then' of its Citi® 
zens- While ſome of theſe great Princes were buſic in that 1mployment , they in 
whom the intereſts of love were the moſt powerfull, had affaires of a different nature 
totake them up. Alcetas was no ſooner killed with part of his men , and the reſtfled 
quitting the place and ViRory to their Enemies, but Oroondartes drawing near tocon- 
quering Lyſimachus. teſtified by his Joy , and by his endearments, how much he was 
concerned in his good ſucceſle , and Lyſimachus having ar the fame time told him of 
the liberty of chew Princeſſes; of Roxana*s repentance, and of the Queens goodneſſe to- 
ward her, ravithed his heare with an exceſſc of contentment. He'hardly ſtayd the end 
of his diſcourſe (while his Companions appeaſed the reſt of the diſorder, and ſaved the 
livesof thoſe miſerable Wrerches that iwplored their mercy) but: burning with impa- 
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tiency to ſee his Princeſle free , he ran immediatly te that houſe , and went to find her 
in her Chamber, whither ſhe was retired with the Princeſle her Siſter,and Qacen Rox- 
ana, under the Guard of Prolomeus , with a good number of Souldiers. Oroondates 
had no ſooner caſt his eyes upon her, but unarming his head , he threw himſelte at her 
feet, andembraced her knees with tranſports that were pecaliar only to his paſſions 
The Queen who was ſciz'd with joy as much as he , embraced him alſo with motions 
little different from his, and Roxana during that aRion not being able to conquer hers, 
notwithſtanding all the violence ſhe uſed ro do ſo,was like to have fallen dead through 
an extreamity of griefe and jealouſie. Yet had ſhe this advantage at leaſt , that her 
ations were bur little raken notice of,and all the perſons there preſent were ſufficient- 
ly imployed, without ſuffering their thoughts to come beyond the limits of their parti- 
cular intereſts, or beyond the expreſſivns of their own faristaRtion. You are at liberty 
my adored Queen , ſayd glad Oroondates, and I am now permitted to ſee you ont of 
Perdiccas his power. You have triumphed over your misfortunes by your Vertue a- 
lone, and have made Oroondates tryumph over his miſcries by your goodnefſe. How 
glorious is henow , and how great an obligation he has to all theſe crofſes , by which 
he has been able to find you had not forgotten him ? all the afflitions he hath ſuffred, 
onght in hiseſte:m to be accounted bleſſings, ſince by their means he had obtained this 
knowledge of your goodneſſe. He uttred many other ſuch like Speeches, disjoynted 
through the exceſle of his contentment , and the (Queen anſwered him with a ſweet- 
neſle full of Maj-ſty. Yes, my dear Prince, Inow ac laſt am free after having endured 
ſo many miſcries, but by your example my ſuffrings are dearer to me then my liberty, 
ſince you by them have ſcen that I was not ingratefall ro your aff:ion ; yet ſet not 
too high a value upon a Fortune you have well deſerved; I owed you a great deale 
more then one ſingle life, and if the Gods had given me many, I would have ſacrificed 
them all to ſo pretious a remembrance. They had ſayd more toone another it Oroon- 
dates having elpyed Roxana, had not thought himſelfe obliged in generoſity to give 
her ſome conſolation ; bur before he went to do ſo, he commended the Queens good- 
neſſe to her , and thanked her for it in tearms that made Roxana ſee how much he was 
interefled in her ſafety. She was withdraya to a window with Ptolomeus , where 
holding a Handkerchicfe at her eyes, ſhe wiped away the tears her ſorrow cauſed her 
to ſhed, and Oroondates going to her had no ſooner opened his mouth to comfort her, 
bur ſhe prevented him, and looking npon him with eyes which for all they were wa- 
try ſources , might have ſhot fire into any other heart but his: Remember, ſayd ſhe, 
that you have received your life from me today , as well as 1 received mine from the 
Queen, and that you ought not to 2ggravate my ſorrows by your preſence, nor by your 
diſcourſe, ſeeing fate hath hapned contrary toexpeAation 3 As you reſpeRt the Gods 
permit me to avoyd them, and 1t not being poſſible for me to hate you, be pleaſed that 
I may never ſce you more. The Prince was touched alittle with theſe words , and be- 
ing unwiVing to trouble her, he only ſayd as he retired 2 It is not my inteation, Ma- 
dame , to redouble your diſcontents, nor to diſavow the ubligation I have royou ; F 


ſhould have periſhed had ir not been for your affiſtance, but I amno way inſcnſible of 


that good turn, and inſtead of aggravating your ſorrows, I wiſh I were able with part 
of my life to contribute roward your conſolation : In the mean while if iny preſence 
be troubleſome to you I'le withdraw my fſelfe , and if all theſe obj'&s be unpleaſing, 
Tle tell yen with the Queens permiſſion, that yon may return when you wili unto the 
Palace, and rake your Lodging there agun, with all the liberty , and all the Authority 
you were wont to have. The Queen confirmed this offer of the Princes with words 
fall of civility ro Roxana , and chat afflited Lady deſiring nothing ſo much as retire- 
ment, and ſolitarineſlc, accepted the favour that was done her , and afcer having given 
the Queen thanks for it, went out of the Chamber, and ſo out of the Houſe, under the 
condu of Prolumens, who took the care to wait upon her She was bur newly gone 
away when Prince Artaxerxes, Lyſimachus, Scleucus, the fair Thaleſtris, Orontes, and 
2metrius came in together. At ſight of that dear Brother the Great Princeſles of 
Perſia ran to him quite tranſported, and throwing themſelves into his Arms bedewed 
his face with tears, which a tender affeRion drew from their lovely eyes immediately. 
Tiititii 2 After 
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After having bewailed him eight whole years, during which all the accidents of their 
lives , had ſcarce been able to divert them now and then from the ſorrow they had ftels 
for his ſuppoſed death, they had recovered him contrary to all their hopes, and though 
they ſaw t1m deveſted of the Titles he had loſt with his Fathers Empire, they confide- 
red him 3s a Prince of as fair a Reputation as any in the World , and one whoſe gallant 
ARions might repair his lofles with advantage. At their former encounter, when upon 
the banks of Euphrates he had reſcued the Queen out of Perdiccas his hands, and 
fought againſt his men for the liberty of Pariſatis, the Queen had had the happineſs to 
imbrace him , and to injoy his converſation a few moments, but Pariſatis had not 
ſeen his face till then, and *twas only by the Queens diſcourſe and the relation of Oro- 
ondates that she had learnt he was alive, and heard ſome part of his adventures; wher- 
fore she now engroſs'd him from the Qucen, and held him in her arms ſo long as if she 
meant to repayre that diſadvantage. | 20D 
None of the Company could behold the illuſtrious family of Darius in that conditi- 
on without an extraordinary tenderneſs, nor was there one of all thoſe that were pre- 
ſent but appear*d moſt ſenſibly concern'd in that alteration of their fortune. The Queen 
was hardly gotten looſe from her Brothers arms, when with aſtoniſhment ſhe ſaw 
her ſelfe in the chaſe of an armed man, who embracing and kiſſing her, ſurprized her 
and made her bluſh at his familiarity ; but Prince Oroondates took away her ſcruples, 
by making known that warriour to be the fair Amazone Queen, whoſe ſex allowed 
her priviledges that were denied unco her habit. The Queen was not ignorant of 
Thaleſtriſs's repatation, and having heard ſhe fought ker quarrell, had bred a very great 
aff-ion toward her, wherfore ſhe then gave all the teſtimonies of it that could be de» 
fired ; and after having held herlong between her arms, (he prais'd her vertue, and re- 
turned thanks for the aſſiſtance wherwith ſhe had favoured her, in ſuch noble and ob= 
liging terms, that ſhe inſtantly woon the heart of the fair Amazone, and made her to 
approve of all thoſe pains Oroondates had undergone fur a Princeſs ſo worthy of his 
aff tion. Orortcs whomthe Prince of Scithia preſented ro the Queen, was received 
by her with thoſc kindneſles that were due to his vertue, and to his neer alliance toO- 
roondates ; and the Queen could not remember that name of Orontes , under which 
her Frince had lived fo long in her Fathers Court, without calling to mind the former 
2Rions of his Iife, When theſe perſons who were b.fore unkrown , had received 
from the rwo Princefles what they believed their due after that knowledge, they turn= 
ed all rogether toward Seleucus, and call'd him their Dclivercr, with acclamations full 
of acknowledgement. Oroondates offred him his life, which he confcfl: d he owed to 
him 3 the Queen and the Princeſs her liſter profefled themſclves indebred to him for. 
theirs, Artaxerxes interefled by the ſafety of his dear brother , and by that of his dear 
fiſters , and Lyſimachus by that of his Princefle, cou'd not worthily enough expreſs 
their ſence of ſo high an obligation, and all of them extold it , and the veriue of their 
defender, with prayſes which his modeſty could not ſuffer. He difingaged himſ-If 
as well as poſſibly he could from thole civilicies wherwith he was in a maner ovcr- 
whelm'd, and defirous to ſtop the current of them ; Nearchus and I, faid he, have done 
nothing ro which we were not too powerfully obliged ; the uſage we had rcceved 
fromour friends and from our enemies, did with a great deal of juſtice make them 
change thoſe qualities in our opinions, and unlefle we would have been the baſeſt men 
inthe world, we could not ſuffer the greateſt and moſt conſiderable perſons of it to pe- 
riſh ſounjuſtly. 

That which gave the liberty of this converſation to thoſe illuſtrious Princes, was 
the confidence they had in their Companions , who in the mean while appeaſed the 
ſ12vghrer, pillage, and diſorder, and ſctled all parts of the Town in as much quietnes as 
could be poſſible ; but that day wherin fo many memorable things had happened, was 
now ready to give place to darknes, and the Princes thoughe nor fic that the Queen 
fhould ſtay any longer in that houſe all full of bloud and of dead bodies. The* Palace 
which was of receipe ſufficient to lodge them all commodiouſly, rhough they left Ro- 
xana her quartet free, was likewiſc in a horrible condition, and while the bodies were 
removed and the bloud waſht away , they reſolved to paſſe that night at Selcucus his 
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houſe, which was fair and ſpacious, and had very convenient lodgings. In the mean 
time they took eare to fetch the Princeſles Berenice, D-idami, Barſina, and their com- 
panions who had ſtaid in the Camp under the guard of Artabaſus and his ſons, with 1ix 
thouſand men, and four thouſand Amazones , and the Queen who had a longing im- 
patience to {ce them, and who knew what was due to their quality, would needs have 
gone tothe Gates to meet them, but Prince Oroondates hindred her for doing that 
honour to his ſiſter, by repreſenting that in the condition the City was at thet t1me, it 
conld not bar be very incommodious to her, and that ſhe might lawfully be diſpenced 
with for fo greata trouble. Prince Artaxerxcs envying that any other ſhouu'd have 
the glory to ſerve Berenice, would by all means ike that imployment himſeif, and 
went thither accompanied by the Prince of the Maſſagetes , and by Demerrius, whe 
gladly did the ſame office to Deidamia. The Queen having croſt the ſtreets where ſhe 
tound the ſame obj. As of p.ty ſhe had (cen in her own lodging, came to that of Scleus 
cus, and he paying her thoſe honours he was obliged to in that place, waited upon her 
witha great deal of civility to a very fair Chamber, cauſing others to be made ready 
for the Princeſles, and for the Princes of Perſia and Scithia , being they alſo had roum 
enongh to lie there without incommodating the Ladies ; all the other Princes went ei- 
ther to their former lodgings , orelſe to thoſe of their ſeverall friends. The Queen 
w3s hardly in her Chamb<cr when $he was viſited by Oxyatres, Eumenes, Antigonns, 
Nearckus, Craterus, Leonatus, and Polyperchon ; She rendred to the Prince her Unkle 
wharſo. y-r the con(ideration of his neerneſs in bloud , of his vertue , and of his ſervi- 
ces, cou'd require from her in a like occaſion , ſhe received thoſe that came in his com- 
pany with all the acknowledgement and civility She owed chem, but she forgot not to 
Shew the ſame ſence of her obligation ro Nearchus , $she had done before to Seleucus, 
ſince her ingagement to them both was equall , and in that aRion Prince Oroondates 
ſeconded her, proteſting to Nearchus that tor his ſervice he weuld be ever ready to 
lay down that lite which hee had acquired to himſelfe by having fo valiantly preſer- 
ved it- 

Darkneſs had already begun to overſpread the face of the Earth , when by the light 
of many torches, the fair Princeſs of Scichia under the condud of her dear Arſaces, the 
P:incefs of Epizus under that of amorous Demetrius , Barſina and her Siſters under 
that of cheic Father and Brothers, with Cleone and the other Ladies, came all together 
to Selcacus his houſe. The Qacen who had notice of it, went out of her Chamber 
with the Princeſs her ſiſter, and met them apon the top of the ſtairs ; Starira and Be- 
renice were both enflamed with an <quall defire to ſee the ſiſters of Oroondates and 
Artaxerxes; to both theſe Princeſſes their brothers were ſo dear , that they could not 
wizhout 2 moſt affeQionat impatiency expe the fight of what they loved, and in the 
perſons of thoſe their brothers loved, they alſo met the ſiſters of thoſe they loved them- 
{.lv.S- They found this double fatisfaRtion in that interview, which was lighted 
with torches enow to diſcover their admirable beauty mutually to one another ; it in- 
ftantly prodaced a reciprocal! cffc in the mindes of thoſe rwo great Princeſſes, and 
they beheld each other a good while with an intentiveneſs that ſuſpended both their 
at:on and their diſcourte. In Berenices face there was hore ſweetneſs, but more ma- 
jeſty in Starira's : yer in that difference Statira's majeſty wasſo ſweet, and Berenices 
ſweerneſs fo majeſtick, that all the other beauties in the world could not have shewn 
ſo grcat a ſweetneſs, and ſo great a majeſty together. After they had ſpent ſome mi- 
nu:es in their equall aſtonishment. O Guds | cry'd Berenice firſt, how gloriouſly ha's 
my brother imployd his life? And how happily, added the Queen, did mine recover 
his fince he recovered it for yon? They had not ſpoak theſe words e*re they were cloſely 
link*d in moft aff-ionate imbraces, in which they could have continaed whole hours 
together, if Pariſatis as ſiſter ro Artaxerxes, had not claimed her ſhare in Berenice, and 
if Barſina had not interrupted Berenice to have her part in the kindneſſes of that vertu- 
ous Queen whom $he ſo extreamly toved, and ro whom $she was ſo dear. They were 
neither of them fruſtrated of their defires , tor while Berenice and Parifatis expreſſed 
their endearments to one another as fiſters, in whom friendship had been long confir- 
med, Barſioa was in the Queens arms, who forgot not any thing that could make = 
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ſee she had preſerved her friendship to her molt intirely. Ah my dear Barſina,faid she, 
and where were you during all theſe misfortunes wherwith the Gods have aMiRed 
me ſince our ſepartion, and why did you forſake me in a time when your conſolations 
wou d have been ſo ſweer ? Barſina hearkned to theſe words with tears of joy, and 
was going to make reply, when Deidamia hindred her : The Queen and her ſiſter ren- 
dred to that fair Princeſs (who was alteady known to them by the report of Oroogdas 
tes) whatſoever was due to her Birth, and to the merit of her Perſon, and after her Cle- 
one caſting her ſclfe at the feet of her good Miltrefle was very much made of by her 
in a mcſt dear and obliging maner ; the Princes of Perſia and Scithia , who were pre= 
ſent at the ations of their Siſters, and of their Miſtcefles , look'd on with raviſhments 
of joy, and with the moſt perf ſatisfaRtions they had ever wiſhed. But Oroondates 
whole captivity had coſt Berenice and Barſina ſo many tears, challenged his place next 
afcer the Princefles, and jn the arms of that dear Siſter , and of char dear Friend,received 
the teſtimonies of an exceſſive gladnefle , which ſucceeded a moſt violent forrow. It 
would be hard ro repeat all the diſcourſes which paſſed at the ſame time amongſt ſo ma- 
ny fair and illaſtrious Perſons ; all that cver friend(hip, or civility had at any time ſug- 
geſted , was put in praRtice then in that A-mbly , and in the end afcer a contcſtation 
full of mutuill reſpeRt, the Prince fl Berenice was conſt; ained to ſuffer the Queen to 
condud her to the Lo*ging ri:at was prepared tor her, while Pariſatis did the ſame to 
Deidamiz. Bring come 1nto B-renice's Chamber , theſe two Princefles fell afreſh into 
Diſcourſes and ARtions, that ſaycurcd more of an ancient friendſhip, then of an affej- 
on then raking birth, 

Bur Prince Ocoondates ſceing them in the condition he had ſo much deſired , began 
to think of forme light wounds he had received, which did alittle pain him, and being 
retired privately to his Chamber, he went to bed by the advice of the Phyſitians, while 
Seleucus who was in the like condition did the ſame; of all the other Princ:s, only 
Craterus and Antigonus were wounded , but their hurts were very inconſiderable. 
Thoſe of Oroondates would have dilturbed the joy of the Princef1es , if they that ſear- 
ched ther had not preſently brought word , that they were ncither ſo dangerous, nor 
ſo great asto keep him in bed above rwodayes. All that good Company paſſed the 
Evening in his C hamber,and there it was that by the counſell of Artaxerxecs the Queen 
was perſwaded to preſent Theodates to him, and inform him of the King his Father's 
death. The Prince of Perſia took the ſame care with Berenice , and though that news 
plunged her at firſt into an extreamity of ſorrow, it began by little and little to receive 
ſome abatement by that Prince's con{olations. Oroondates received Theodates rather 
as his Brother then his SubjeR, and the remembrance of what he had done for Artax- 
erxes made his preſence ſo dear tohim , that he knew not how ſufficiently to 
expre lc his affeRion toward him : But when he asked him the cauſe of his comming, 
the Qu-en after having prepared himby her diſcourſe for the news ſhe meant to tell 
him, did ar lalt acquir her ſeife, of che Co.1:mifſion the Company had given her. Oro- 
ondatcs was 2s deeply touched as ccu'd be ex{p:-Ated from fo excellent a nature', and 
the remembrance of the ili uſage he had recciv'd from his Father , was not capable to 
blot out that of his Birth and Education, nor thoſe Characters of affection which ne» 
ceſſity of bloud had engraven in his heart. He wept upon ſo joyfull a day , and made 
comp!zints that mollified thoſe that were leaſt concern'd in all the company ; but in 
fine he had too great 2 c '172ge tofinke under that aMiRion , after having ſupported ſo 
many others, too much moderation not to give care to reaſon in that ation, and too 
perfeR 5 reſignation to the Qu-ens will to receive her conſolations without effeR z 
when the firſt violence of his gricfe was app?aſcd , that fair Company leaving him to 
the care of his faithfu'l Araxes, went out of his Chamber, and withdrew to their ſeve- 
ral| Lodgings to take the repoſe that wasneccflary for them, after a day of ſo great toyl 
and danger. 

The next morning by the endeavours of Oxyatres, Ptrolomeus, Eumenes,Nearchus, 
and Polyperchen , all things were fully quieted in Babylon, the Citizens were ſetled 
again in their Houſes , the wounded of each party received all needfall affiſtance, and 
the dead bodies were carryed in a great numberof Carts out of the City to be burnt, 
except 


PaxrUk. CASSANDRA. 71 


except thoſe whom their Kindred or Friends had fetch'd away to give them buryall, 
The bodics of Perdiccas, Alcetas, Iolas, Ariſton, and his Son, were taken up with Ho- 
nour , *nd among the dead were alſo found Ncoptolemus , Antigenes, and Teutamus 
grievouſly wounded , yer did not the Chyrurgions deſpair of their recovery. Caſſan» 
der , Pcuccſtas, and Andiagoras were Pcifoners , and kept with a ſtrong Gnard The 
obligation which they whe were molt concern'd had toYelencns and Nearchus , had 
wronght ſo far upon them, that they lefr not only the Princefles, but cven all Babylon 
to their abſoluce difpoſall, and though they wich much ſubmiſſion reſigned all up to the 
Queen , and apon her refaſall to the Princesof Perſia and Scithi , they prefled it back 
upon hum fo earneſtly , that Seleucus was at laſt conſtrained to ſubrhit unto their will, 
rather to caſe them of the trouble char care would have obliged them to , then to 
draw any advantape by it ro himtſelfe : Yer did he not doany thing but by the motion 
of all thereſt ; and as tor what concerned che Priſoners, he preſently freed Peuceſtas, 
whom he had known to be an honeſt man , and far from having the ill intentions of 
thoſe ro whom he bad a@hered. Andiagoras alfo had his liberty , yet becauſe he wasa 
Perfian, and that without any reaſon he had followed the party of ſtrangers againſi the 
Children of Darius, ro whom he was born a Subj: , and from whom he had reccived 
many preferments 4 neither the Princes, nor the Princefſes would fee him , and Arſa- 
ces ſwore , that as ſoon as he was in a condition toactempt the recovery of part of 
what he had loſt b& ſhould be the firſt man whiofe Territories he wonld invade. They 
prom'ſcd liberty ro N-optolewus, Antigenes, and Tcutamus, affoon as they ſheuld be 
able to make uſe ot ir; but Antigenes and Teuramus by the Queens command were 
afed Ike Andiagoras , for having tollowed Prrdiccas in his intention to kill Oroond+ 
tes. Only Caflander was ſtill in hold , and the Widdow of Alexander the Great, not- 
wit ſtanding all hcr goodnefſe 3nd generofity,could not handſomely confent he ſhould 
be fer at liberty , afcer the accuſations thar had been caſt upon hum of having poyſoned 
the King her Hu«band. Her reſentment was spproved by all the World, bur by good 
chance tor C:flwder, Antigonus his two Souldiers that were his Accuſers had 

flain before that time, and they had nothing left againſt him bur conj:Atures , which 
were not ſnfficient ro prove ymguilty. This was it thardid the more encourage O= 
rontes who had been his Friend, and upon whoſe promiſe he had yielded ; ro intercede 
in his behalfe : The Amazone Queen out of cowplyance uſed all her power to ſecond 
him, and they both &f chem had ſo much with thoſe Perſons who had gremeſt intereſt 
m the buſinefſc, that Sel-ncvs jn conſideration of his ancient frienſhip with Caſſander, 
being joyned with them ar laſt in the ſame requeſt, and having help'd them co follicite 
thoſe who had too freſh an ob) gation corefuſe him any thing, they in the end obtain- 
ned the pardon of that vnworrhy man , upon condition he {hould nor come into their 
fighr , 2nd that he ſhould depart that very day from Babylon wich all higrerinne , not 
ſtaying 2 mirute in thoſe Countrics where thy had any power. Thus did Caſſander 
receive his liberty , and went from Babylon with this ſatisfaction , that Oroondates 
would not rake Roxana from him , and that by the troubles he would raife in Greece, 
ke might bring her more then ever , into a condition either to defire his friend(bip , or 
tefear his power. In the mean while by the care of Pcuceſtas , and of Seleucus him- 
felfe, Perdiccas and his Brother were interred with Honours ſuitable to their Quality 
bat Queen Statira who had not yet had time to pay thoſe Funerall Rites ſhe owed unto 
the King her Husbard , did then p:rform them with as many tears as his Ghoſt could 
rrquire from her 2ffeAon . and with all the pompe thar could be imagined : All che 
Princes aſſiſted in chat ſolemn ation , and after that memorable Ceremony was over, 
the Queen rook order ro have the Body uf that Great King removed according to his 
Laſt nrention, and the 1nſt commands he had given , unto the New City of Alexandria, 
which was nnder the Dominion of Frolomeus. 

Foure or five dayes were ſpent in theſe generall imployments, which have diverted 
vstrom the recirall of particular ones , during which Oroondares was cured of his 
wounds , and Babylon was ſ<rled again in a condition little different from that it was 
in before the ſiege. The Forces were drawn ouc of it by otder from the Commanders 
in Chicfe, and none Kept in the Town bur thoſe-that yere neceſſary , the reſt marching 
away 
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away toward their ſeyerall Countries. Roxana had obtayned from the Queen that 
none ſhould viſie her but thoſe ſhe was deſirous to ſee ; and though many would have 

one to her out of curieſity, yet did they bear her ſo much reſpeQ, as not to make her 
Toffer viſits which ſhe would have been troubled to receive, and ſhe had paſſed that 
time ina melancholy and diſcontented ſelicarineſs. When ſhe ſaw all chings peaceable 
in Babylon, and that the Queen to whom all the Princes ſubmitted themſelves as to 
their Sovercign, had time to hearken to her propoſition, ſhe entreated Prolomeus who 
had been alwayes very ready to ſerveher , that ke would do her the favour to ſpeak 
to her, and know if (he would not permit ker to retire to Queen Olimpias her Mo- 
ther in Law into Macedonia, which of right belonged to the Child that ſhould be bom 
* of her, if it pleaſed rhe Gods to let her ſee that day. 

Prolemeus made that motion to the Queen , who after ſhe had lent him favourable 
attention, and demanded time toask advice of all the Princes before ſhe gave her an- 
ſwer. You may tell Roxana, if you pleaſe, ſayd ſhe, that I will not diſpute for Mace- 
donia againſt the child ſhe now goes with by Alexander , and that I quit all the pre- 
tenſicns to her, which with ſome appearance I might have upon that Kingdotne ; that 
ſhe may gee and take poſſcflion of it when ſhe will ; and that in ſtead of hindring her 
io that deſigne, we ſhall be ready toaſlift her in whatſoever (he ſhall defire of us ; but 
I could wiſh ſhe would ſtay to hie in heer , and that ſhe would not go in a condition 
wherin ſhe cannot without a great deal of danger expoſe her ſelfe to ſo long a jour- 
ney. Roxana by this meſſage from Statira, and the care ſhe rook of her health, came 
to x perf. A knowledge of her admirable goodnefſe,and abſolutely loſt 111 thoſe reſent- 
ments ſhe might have had againſt a Rivall that deprived her of all her joy , yer could 
(he not be perſwaded to expe her utmoſt diſcontent in Babylon, and the rather choſe 
to hazard her childs life and her own alſo, then to ſtay longer in a place where ſhebe- 
leeved ſhe ſhould ſhortly ſee Oroondaces maried to the Queen. That thuught alone 
made her heart to tremble, and ſhe would certainly have kill her ſelf, if ſhe had had 
no other way to avey\d that unpleaſing ſpeRacle. She therfore got the Queen to be 

ain jutreated to give way that ſhe might depart the next morning ; wherupon thae 

liging Princeſſe who was unwilling co conſtrain her, ſent her word $he had full li- 
berry rodo whar $he pleas'd her ſelf. Roxana being no longer able tolook upon Ba- 
bylon but with horrour, after having once prayd Pcolomeus to ask the Nucen pardon, 
if the fear $he had to preſent her ſeif< again before her whom $he had ſo cruelly offen- 
ded, made her depart without ſering her ; and to ceſtifie in her behalf char the ſence 
$he had of her goodneſs, obliged her to wish her all maner of proſperity, began her 
journey the day following, and took her way toward Macedonia , under the conduRt 
of Peuceſtas and Andiagoras, who would needs wait upon her with three thouſand 
men that were left of thoſe they had commanded, amd two thouſand Macedonians, 
whom Selcucus permitted to return into their Country. 

The laſt ations of Roxana had caus'd ſo generall an averſien againſt her, that very 
few were'orry for her departure, and King Oroondates whe was better ſatisfied with 
iethen all che reſt, began to breath with greater liberty. All things beiog then ſerled 
peaceably in Babylon, *twas only Love that made war there ; and the wounds which 
he had given were not heald up like thoſe that had been received in the late occafions. 
Oroondates languished in flames at the Queens feet , not knowing how tobe ſecured 
againſt her ſcruples, after the cauſe she had given him to fear them, in all char had be- 
fallery him ſince the death of Alexander. Arfaces lived in a little better afſurance with 
Berenice , and was hardly in any doubt art all of «ſtabliſhing his fortnne. Lyſimachns 
was more uncertain by reaſon of Pariſatis's humour, tHo1gh he began to find by many 
ſignes that ſhe really lov'd him. Orontes was the beſt ſatisfied of them all, and know- 
ing his fair Queens aff-Rion, his impatiency alone cauſcd the greateſt part of his diſ- 
contents. Oxyarres was in good hope of Brſinz, and finding no repugnance in the 
inclinations of that fair Princeſs, he expeRed his felicity with that of his friends , by 
the aſſiſtance he beleeved they would afford him. Yong Demetrius was the leaſt ad- 
vanced in his ſuit, and thcugh by his ſervices, and by his power to make himſclfe be 
loved, he had gayned much upon the heart of Deidamia, yet had he pot been = ” 

an 
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baniſh the memory of Agis, which was too deeply rooted init. Thongh in the hopes 
of all theſc illuſtrious Lovers there was ſome difference , their ſufferings yet were e- 
quall, and all of them ſigh'd equally , either through fear, or t defire. Chance 
brought them all together one day in the Queens Chamber, with their Princefſes,and 
it ſeemed as if ic had been for the deciſion of their forrunes. Oroondates who could no 
longer live in his cruell uncertainties, reſolved toput them to a period , and truſting 
with very good reaſon to the greatneſsof his ſervices , and to the marks of acknows- 
ledgement he diſcovered every day in the Queens aRtions, he had a mind to dravy a fi- 
pall aſſurance from her. Artaxerxes and he were by the Bed fide with the Queen and 
the Princeſs Berenice ; Lyſimachus, Oxyatres, Orontes, and Demetrius , were at the 
other end of the Room converſing with their Princeſſes, when the King of Scithia not 
being longer able to maſter his paſſion, fell ſuddenly upon his knees before the Queen. 
His aRion was yery unconfident, and never in all the greateſt dangers had that fear ap- 
peared in his countenence which then was eaſily to be ſeen in it by whoſoever obſer» 
ved him. Arlength he ſtrove toconquer it, and diſpelling all Chew of it by the great- 
neſs of his courage, he began to ſpeak, fixing his eyes upon her face, but in ſo ſubmiſſive 
and ſo dependent a manner , that the Queen did not leſſe diſcover the foroe of his love 
by that laſt ation, then by the moſt important ones of his whole life, 


Goe about a buſineſs, Madam, ſayd he, which truly I cannot Venture upon 
z without tremlling , and that which I have now to beg of you, & ſornfimtely 
aboue my ſervices, that the memory of then is not able to ſecure mee agat 

my fears and my diftruſts ; yet am I forced to make uſe of them, having noth1#g 
elſe ſo powerfull to ſtrengthen my pretenſions ; and if you will pardon me for it, 
T le call to your remembrance that after ſome light aftrons which my fortune 11 
Perſia, the Prince your Brother layd the firſt foundations of tt by bi gente 
you approved of them by yours , and the deceaſed King your Father eſtabliſhed my 
bigheſt felicity by bis : Hee was pleaſed toſufjer that Oroondates ſhould bee yours, 
and if I may be permitted to uſe that tearm , bee engaged himſelf by bus ward to 
gue you to Prince Oroondates ;, you were afterward taken from mee by the trea- 
chery of our enemies, and by the Violence of a Conquerour, I had not, ( if I may 
ſay [o) pulld that mwfortune upon my ſelf by any of my aFtons, and if I bore it 
without dying, 'twas becauſe the Gods had deſtined me to lrve ſtill for you : I con- 
ſented without complarning to the banijhment you ordatned mee , and if I once 
returned io you, twas pot ll accordzng io your own tearms, you were tn 4 conde- 
tro; to receive me. Before you were ſo, I defired nothing from you, xor did I ſo 
much as murmus againſt that duty the Enemy you was + agarnſt my happineF. 
But Madam, may I 10t now bee ſuffered to rayſe my thoughts to what I loft by 
nothing tut my ill tortune, and may I not look upon my © ueen as ſhe whom the 
Prince ber Broher, and whom the King ber Father had given me , nay as ſhee 
who bad given her ſelf untomy love 2 Though I cannot bee worthy to ſucceed in 
the place of Alexander by greatzeſs of pewer, by viflories ,, nor by the qualities 
of my perſon, may I net (; wpply all theſe defefs by the greatneſs of my love, and by 
my ſervices 2 May I nor beleeve with ſome ſhew of reaſon, that never man loud 
better then my ſelf, and if in my own intereſt I may ſpeak it with modeſty , that 
never Princeſs was better ſerved then Duecen Stattraha's been by Prince Oro- 
ondates All my life us known to you , all my thoughts are clearly diſcovered, 
and it is needleſs or me to put you 13 mind of what the accidents of your life can- 
not have ſuffered you toforget. I have endured all that a mans could poſſiblie un- 
dergo, and by theſe ſufferings which have not been the leſſe ſenſible for betng glo- 
rious, have I not ſome reaſon to aſpire unto the higheſt pitch of my felicity 2 Have 
Kkkkkkkkk I not 


74 CASSANDRA. Parr Uk. 


I not cauſe to ſeek the baven after ſo many ſtorms whermith you have ſeen mee 
toſſed for the ſpace of ten whole yeers 2 «And #s there any thing left for mee to do, 
or ro ſuffer fer my Princeſs 2 As you deſire the favour of the Gods, (continued he 
embracing her knees ) conſider the miſerees of my life with pity , deliver mee out 
of ſo many torments, which I bore with patience , while they depended upon for- 
tune, and not upon your will, and diſpoſe with compaſſion, of a life which is now 
ii no-o:ber hands but yours alone , and which now zo longer depends upon any 
thing, but what you ſhall ordain ſor its preſervation, or deſtruttton, 


The Prince as he ended theſe words , ( to which all the Company lent an attention 
that diverted them from their own affairs) fixed his eyes apon the ground , fearing to 
behold ſome preſage of his misfortune in the Queens face ; She remayned for a good 
while in the like poſture, and then if Oroondates was tortured by his fears, Artaxerx- 
es was not lefle diſquieted then he, and looking upen his ſiſter with eyes that condem- 
ned her irreſolution, ke ſufficiently made appear how great an intereſt hee took in the 
happineſs of his friend. Atlaſt the Queen lifted up her head , and with a very ſerioas 
countenance ſpake on this maner. 


diminiſh the value of them : if 1 were capable of ſuch an ingratitude, I 
were too worthy of thoſe miſeries wherein I have ſpent my life. I kwow I am 
often indebted to you for my friends, my liberty, my liſe, and my honour , and 
that all that ever the moſt generous men, and the moſt faithfull , the moſt paſſio- 
nate Lovers have undertaken for the perſons they bave loved , comes infinitely 
ſhort of what you bave done for me, It & alſo true that I was yours, both by the 
will of my Brother, by that of my Father, and by my own. I indeed was yours by 
inclination, and by s meſt lawfull acknewledgement, and when to my mwfortune 
1 ceaſed to be ſo, 'twas not out of any tnconſtancy , or change of humour, Trea- 
chery, and ſwvereign power took me from you, and when your innocence was 
known to me , 'twas only duty that oppeſed the affe8ion I had for you, *Tis that 
alone, dear Prince, that repreſents unto me now, that I was Wife to the greateſt 
and moſt fortunate man in the world, I ſay moſt fortunate , becauſe 1 very well 
know that nothing but fortune could grue any man an advantage over you. In 
fine, I was the wife, and am the Widow of bim, who but a few months fince, was 
maſter of the greateſt part of the Earth. Thus conſideration ties me to much ſeve- 
rer rules, then if I had beex tn another condition, and all my engagements to 
your love, and to your ſervices , cannot binder Alex anders widow from being 
accuſed of lightneſs, if after the loſs, and the ſo late loſs of ſuch a Huband, ſbe 
can conſent to give her ſelf unto another. All the world that was concerned in 
bis life, aud tn his death, looks with another eye upon my ations, then if I were 
only the Daughter of Darius, and all the world could not chuſe but wonder, that I 
rms turn my thoughts upon any man after the loeſſe of him that extended bi 
eminion over all others ; of him who by bis glory bad obſcured all thoſe that 
went before him, and perbaps all-thoſe that ſhall live afier him , and who bad 
ſeated me in the moſt conſiderable place of the whole Univerſe, 


I Ow too much, Str, to your ſervices , to loſe their remembrance, or ever to 


While the Queen ſpake thus, Ocoondates his face grew pale, but Artaxerxes was 
enftamed\withan exceſſive colour, and the different motions of thoſe two Princes,ſee- 
med to precipitate one of them into the grave, and tranſport the other jnto a violent 
anger and reſentment, What Gfter, (cried the impaticnt Artaxerxcs) is it I 

ples 
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ſcruples you mean to repay the ſervices of Oroondates , and will you kill us both by 
your ingratitude ?.*T1s I alone will die (added the King of Scithia with a feeble voice) 
and Iledie withont complayning, if my Qaeen pronounce the ſentence of my death. 
You (hall not die, my dear Oroontes, ſaid the Queen falling upon him with open arms, 
and 1 my ſclfe will die a great deal rather then give you any reaſon to accuſe mee. I 
have repreſented to you all the conſiderations that might crofſe the happineſs I wiſh 
for you. I have told you what the world would cenſure in this you defire of me ; but 
now I tell you that to ſatisfie what I ow you, and to follow my inclination , |'le paſſe 
over all cheſc maximes, and over all the conſiderations of es diſcourſe, to give my 
ſelf wholly to you. I had rather bee accounted light and imprudent, by them tha 
know you not, then faithleſs and ingratefull in yoar opinion. I am yours by coo 
powerfull reaſons to be ever able toretire , and would it pleaſed the Gods that in gi- 
ving my ſclf to you,I could give you I worthy of you, and of your love. 
I'do not wrong the memory of Alexander by beſtowing my ſelf on a ſucceſſor not ins 
ferionr to him cither in birth or vertue,and one who might have extended his con 
as far as he, if his paſſion for me had not given him other imployments, then that of 
invading his neighbours territories. Live then with an aſſurence, (continued ſhe offe- 
ring him her hand )not only that Statira will never be anothers, for thats a thing wher- 
bf you are already cercain, but that ſhee will bee yours by lawfull wayes whenſoever 
you ſhall defire it. This anſwer was ſolemnized with an acclamation of the whole 
Company , who with an extraordinary joy ſaw the concluſion of a fortune in which 
their own ſeemed to be involved. Oroondates could not find words that were able 
to expreſs the height of his contentment, and ſhewed it only by embracing the 
knees, and by doing many other aftions full of tranſport and extafie. His 
happy ſuccefſe made all che reſt co think at the ſame time which way they might bring 
their pains to the like concluſion. Artaxerxes was not diſquieted with any doubt, 
and having often had aſſurance from his Princefſes mouth , that ſhee would give her 
ſelf to him as ſoon as the King her Brother ſhould defire it, he was too confident of O- 
roondates his friendſhip , to enter into any diſtruſt of his happineſs. And indeed hee 
then received very potent conſiderations of it, for the King of Scithia turning toward 
him after having ſpent ſome time in the expreſſions of his joy ;. Brother, ſayd he, now 
that by my Queens goodneſs, and by yours, I have attayned the top uf my felicity, I 
cannot but deſire our ſatisfaFions ſhould be equall, and fince you judge my ſiſter wor- 
thy of your affections, he (hall be yours the ſame day the Queen $hall vouckſafe ta 
conſummate my happineſs. I wish that with her 1 could r.ſtore you the Empires 
you have loſt , bur I know yoar vertne diſdains them , or can recover them by that 
ſword which may make you aſpire to the moſt glorious conqueſts ; and in the interim 
dear Brother, give me leave to reſign one halfc of a reaſonable ſpacious Empire, which 
the Gods have left me. 

It isequally divided you know, one part in Aſia, the other in Enrope, and Mount I- 
maus makes the ſeperation of them. You if you plcaſe ſhall have the Aſiatique Scithiay 
where you ſhall raign with the Authority that 1 ſhall have in Europe ; I uff-r you that 
as being nearer to thoſe Countries upon which you may have ſome deſign, and with it 
Toffer you not only all the other , not only the ſtrength of all my Domic1ions to aſſiſt 
you for the recovery of yours, but even th- lives of my ſclfe , and of all my Sobj-&s, 
which you may diſpoſe of with a moſt abſolute power. Oroondates ſpike on this 
mane, and the Prince of Perſia having harkned ro him with attention : Brother , re- 

yed he, afcer the Gift of Berenice, there is no Empire that 1 can conſider, and I pre« 
er my Princeſſe not only before that which was the King my Fathers, bur before the 
Monarchy of all the Earth ; yer do I not refuſe the «ffcR of your generous Friend(biip, 
and if I accept not of that part ef your Kingdome which you «offer ie, *ris becauſe [ 
ſhall believe Iraign in all places whereſoever my dear Brother ſhall command and that 
I will not pofſefſe any thing that can be ſeperated from your Domir:ion. Ile retire. 
into Scithia with you, and when I ſhall have breathed there a while jn che felicity you 
allow me ; I'le make uſe ef thoſe Forces you off:r me to reeſtabliſh ny (ette , if ir be, 
peſſible, in part of thoſe Territories that were ours, and to give my Princefſe a Crown 
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that way not ſaffer her to fall beneath her Dignity. Ile begin the War upon the Par- 
thiats , apon the Hircanians , and their Neighbours, and'*rtis on that fide I hope with 
your aſſiſtance , and that of the Gods, roeſtabliſh a Monarchy over the Countries our 
Enemies poſſ.fle , withcnt pretending to the recovery of thoſe which Fortune has b& 
ſtowed upon our Friends. Artaxerxes declar: d his intentions thus, and OroonUates 
proteſted to him once more, thar if he would not accept of halfe his Kingdome , he 
ſhould have it all, and that he would not exerciſe any Anthoriry that ſhould not be 
cominor ro them both. Lyſimachns was theh at the fecr of Pariſatis , where by the 
Queens example he endeavoured to draw aſſurances of his happynefle from her mouth. 
She had no repugnance in her heart to grant him them, and ſhe was ſo much indbted 
to Lyfimachus his ſervices, and had ſogreat an eſteem of him, and even ſo great an in- 
dination to his Perfon , that ſhe conld not think of ſetling her ſelfe any way more to 
het contentment, but her ſevere humour had much ado to declare it ſelfe , arid perha 
ſhe would not have done it of a long time, if the Queen her Siſter , and the Pritice her 
Brethir , who were much obliged ro Lyſimachus , and who coofidered him infinitel 
had fbt joyn'd with him, and had not in his favour imploy'd all that intereſt whic 
friend{hip and nearnefſe of blond allowed them with their Siſters. Pariſatis believed 
ſhecould not etre in following the example, and the counſell of Perfons who then had 
ſome lawfull Authori:y over her, and giving Lyfimmachns her hand, and promiſed him 
that ſhe would alwayes be ready ro follow the advice of the Prince her Brother, and of 
the Queen her Siſter. After having taken chis order about Lyſimachus his afairs they 
alroge-rher began co think of theirs that yet remained. Orontes had no need of their 
affiltance, and he by promiſe from his Queen was aſſured of a felicity which nothing 
was able to diſtarbe : He received a moſt pleaſing confirmation of ir in that Niuſtrious 
Company , and Thalcſtris freely declared that his happyneſſe ſhould not be deferred 
longer then that of his Friends. Oxyatres had no great difficultics ro conquer in Bite 
fina's heart, and that fair Princefſe remembring his former ſervices, and confideritig his 
high excra&tion , and the qualities of-his perſon, was already fo far diſpoſtd to receive 
him , that King Oroondates , the Queen, and Prince Artaxerxes mediating it his be- 
halfe, overcame her with as mbch cafe as they could wiſh. Only Demetrius believed 
him ſelfe unfortunate amid{t the happynefſe of all che reſt , and when he ſaw them all 
contented : Shall I then be the ly miſcrable man, cryed he, and while you all aban- 
don your ſelves to joy, (hall 1 alone abandon my felfe to diſpaire > Cannot the exam- 
Je of ſo many vertuous Princefſes move unſenſible Deidamia ? and (hall not 1 vainly 
bank fonght in your bthalfe againſt our living Enemies, if the dead make Wat againſt 
me, ard if I am conquered by the dead ? Muſt that which no longer has a becing try= 
nmph over me with ſo gredt advaiitages? or muſt I ceaſe to have a gory ny fo 
touch her in my death, in whom during my life I cannot ſtir up any ſence of pitty ? Ahl 
how w.llingly would I precipitate wy ſclfe into my Grave, if I believed that by my 
death Imightrender my deſtiny equall to that of fortunate Avis,and how fttely would 
I pours forth all my blond, if by ir 1 could hope ro merit the tears of Deidatnia? De» 
metrins ſpake on this maner with ſo paſfionart an ation, that all the Company was 
rouch'd with it. Dridamia was fo as well asthe reſt ; and the excellent qualities of 
that Yong Prince had not wronght ſo little upon her, but that they had produced a 
grtir deale of affetion toward him. She begin indeed to love him , but the memory 
of Agis fought ftill againſt her aff<Rioh, and evtn the fear ſhe had of being accuſed of 
inconſtancy would not fuffer her to declare it. She remained without reply to Deme- 
triu's words, and keeping het eyes fixt upon the Ground, diſcovered by her ation that 
ſhe was unreſolved, All the Priricefl:s whom De: metrius had moved to compaſſion, 
and who alſo deſired to advance Dejdatnia's ſettlement , came ro her, and repreſented 
that ſhe alone ought not co oppoſe the publick rejoycing. They ſer befote her eyes the 
little rezſon ſhe had ro perſiſt ſo obſtinarely in her paſſion for a man that, had ſo long 
been dead , and who though he were zble ro obſcrve her aRions in the lower ſhades, 
cou'd not complain of her after having ſpent three or four years in lamenting continu- 
ally for his loſe ; they roid her thar in her preſent condition, being ſo yohg as ſhe was, 
dcprived of her Friends , and of all her Fortune , ſhe could not live in the World with+ 
out 


PaxrUlk, CASSANDRA. 77 


ont (<rling her ſelfe fome way or other, and they made appear to her , thit anos the 
moſt potent Princes of,the Earth, ſhe could not find any one whoſe ſapport was mote 
confiderable , or whofe Alliance more impottant for ficr then that ot Demetrius, who 
by the power of Antigoriusand his own, might not only reſtore her to all the Honours 
Che had loſt, but recover even that Crown that was uſurped from her little Brother 
Pytrhus, who being then bur three or four years old , ſtood in need of the aſſiſtance of 
a powerfull Alley to prote& him »gainſt his Enemies , as well as of the pirty of King 
Glancus with whom he was brought up To al! theſe Arguments thole Great Prin» 
cefl.s added whatſoever they thought capable to perſwade Dcidamia , the Princes ert- 
deavoured it likewiſe with their utmoſt power, and when ſhe wis already ſhaken, 
Antigonus being come into the Chimber, and deliring the contentment of his $11, as 
muchas his own life, joyn'd his Entreaties to the Reaſons of ſo many Nluſtrions Mcdi- 
atours, with ſuch ſuccefſe , that Dcidamia not being longer abie ts defend her (clfe 4- 
gainſt ſo many Adverſaries, nor againſt ſo many motives which ſhe underſtood , and 
which ſhe could not di{pute againſt without obſtinicy, yielded at liſt either to love, or 
to importunity , or to the conſideration of her affaires. At a corifeſſion ſo deſired by 
Demetrius, his joy brake forth with great exceſle, and he did many a&ions which no- 
thing but his youch and paſſion could excuſe. Deidamia appeared for a good while out 
of countenance ar her change, and beg*d pardon for it of Agis with a great many tears, 
but in the end ſhe was ſo well encouraged by the examples , and, by the diſcourſes of 
the Queen and of the Princeſles,that ſhe approved what (he had degg with little more 
confidence then before , and no longer had any thought of repentiflg ber. ſelfe. Wy 
lictle company made up of the greateſt perſons of the Earth , was, [i fo perfet } 
contentment , that all the words in the World would not be ſuffi-ient to exprefe 'q 
and the fx Princes being no longer able to moderate themſelves in their felicity, folici- 
ted their Princeffcs Co earneſtly , thar in the end they were tain to promiſe them t er 
bappyneflc ſhould be deferred no longer then till the next day following. More tune 
would in probability have been requiſite to prepare for thoſe Fomipes which feemed 
due to the Marriages of the Chiefe Perſons in the World z but their delights were fg 
more ſolid, and they found too thuch contea: ment in the poſſeſſion of what they de 
red, ro ſeck for any in unprofitable Magnificences. Yer was the remnarit of that da 
irployed by Prolomens, Selencus, Antigonus, and the reſt of their Friends in nectflar 
pr« p2rations, and the yong Princes made them{clves ready for Courſes, and Combars 
of pleaſure, to which they did noe think it fit to call the Elder , and more Famous Cap- 
£19, 
This remarkeable Day which was to be dedicated to ſo ſolemn and ſo memorable 
an aRion, did no ſooner begin to appear, but Queen Thalcſtris got her ſelfe made ready, 
«nd taking Horſe with Orontes, Ptolomeus, Eumenes, and Hippolita , ſhe rede to the 
Amazones quarter , having ſent before ro Menalippa to draw them together ; wh 
the reſt of the Forces were diſmiſſ:d , they had been kept behind for the deſign x 
Queen intended to eff that day, and ſhe no ſooner was come thicher , but ſhe funhd 
them all in the readyneflſe (he had commanded : When ſhe ſaw ſhe might be heard 
by all her Women , and that ſhe had prepared them to give her a quiet audience , ſhe 
began toexplain her intentions ro them with a great deale of Eloquence and Facility. 
Firſt, ſhe repreſented to them the ſhame and miſcry of their condition , and with it x 
errour of their Prcdect ors, who having thought by the inſtitarion of their Lawes,, tg 
free themſelves from the Tyranny of men, had ſubmicted themſclyes unto it with infa- 
my, and had reduced themiclves to run after them over all the Earth , Ind co proticute 
thernſelves unto them in a moſt ignominious maner , inftcad of having preſerv'd thac 
Empire amongſt them, which their Sex in all other places had maintained. She ex- 
aggerated whatſoever was moſt odious in that Cuſtome, in tearms, that were capable 
to make them abhor it , and in ſpite of that confidence their inſtithtjon had bred in 
them, ſhe made ſome of them bluſh at the remembrance of things which they had 
done. When ſhe perceived rhat thar diſcourſe which h2d alwayes been moſt odious 
amongſt the Amazones , was hearkned roo with attention , ſhe excit:d rhem to rake a 
generous reſolution for the recovery of their Honour , and cither to caſt off men for e- 
: vers 
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ver, or to ſaffer them only by lawfull means , and ſnch as were approved through all 
the world. She told them thac their inſtirntion had proceeded only from the deſpair 
of certain wornen, not from any reaſonable motive ; and that ja the condition the af- 
fairs of Aſia were reduced to ſince the death of Alexander, they cou!d no longer hope 
their Monarchy ſhould ſublift. Then ſhe promiſed them the alliance of their neigh» 
bours, who would receive them with open arms, (as Eumenes who at that time we 
abſolate over Cappadocia,and who was preſentat her diſcourſe ro confirm it to them) 
and with their alliance an eternall repoſe in all their families, and a ſweetneſs in im- 
ployinencs more conformable to their ſex. She at laft declared how ſhe was reſolved 
to marry Orontes, aſwell in regard of the ſervices he had done her, and of the love ſhe 
bore his perſon, as of the ſhame $he had diſcovered in thoſe Laws to which she would 
no more ſubmit her ſelf. Yer did $he proteſt She had undertaken nothing to the pre» 
Jadice of what $he owed chem, and that if by her example they ny not oblige 
thetmſclves roabolish their cuſtomes, she was ready to deliver up the Crown to them, 
and retiring with Orontes, into his Country , leave them the liberty of chooſing a 
Quen, under whom they might live 1n their ancient Priviledges. She ſayd a great deal 
more to chem which they hearkened to very favourably, and when he had done ſpea- 
king they deliberated a good while what reſolution they ſhould take. Some amongſt 
the meſt zealous of them oppoſed that alteration , but thoſe that were Jeſſe paſſionate 
found ſo mnch reaſon in it , and the Queen had already ſo well gain'd the Chiefe of 
them , zu@agſt wham ſhe was cſtremed as a perſon altogether Divine , that her party 
in the cod wes foamed the firongeſt , and by little and little the defire of Novelty eaſily 
imprinting ſalf@i che minds of Women, addcd co the imagination of many delights 
which they to themſelves in that change of life , in a ſhort time drew them all 
toyield to her defires. When they were confirmed in that intent, they all cryed out 
aloud that they would obey their Queen, that they had rather change their cuſtome by 
her example, then ſubmit themſclves to the Authority of another, and that they would 
with joy receive him for their Prince, whom they formerly had loved and honoured as 
Orithiz. The fair Thaleſtris found marvelous cauſe of ſatisfaRtion in this event, and 
ufter having promiſed her Women a ſweerneſle and tranquility of life very differene 
from ther ep had enjoyed , ſhe alighted from her Horſe , and embraced them almoſt 
every one, with teſtimonies of a very tender affeRion. After that they gave her new 
aſſurances of the defire they had to obey her punAually,and to make all the reſt of them 
that were in Themiſcira follow their example, and when the Queen had ſetled them ig 
that determination as firmly as was poſſible , ſhe returned into the City and before the 
and the Princeſſes were quite drefled, the arrived at the Palace , where they had 
all been lodged fince Roxana's departure. 

That Day the lovely Daughters of Darius having caſt off all the griefe in which they 
long has languiſhed, did alſo lay afide that mournfull colour, and that ſad attyre which 
had accompanyed their ſorrow , and to appear to the eyes of their illuſtrious Lovers in 
the highcſt ſplendor of their Beauty , they ſer it forth at their requeſt , by all thoſe em- 
belliſhments which the misfortunes of their life had made them to neglet. Then 
Gold and Jewels of ineſtimable value glittered with a Magnificence ſuitable to the 
Quality of thoſe Great Princeſlcs, and their Beauty receiving its former luſter by thoſe 
exteriour Ornaments , after having been # long time buryed in afiions , ſhew'd it 
ſelfe like the Sun , when after tedious Storms, and foggy Miſts , it breaks forth of the 
Cloud that had obſcured it, and appears to our eyes again with ic uſuall brightneſſe. 
Bereniee by reaſon of the late death of the King her Father,cloathed her ſelfe in a much 
graver habit , bur her cycs ſhot Rayes ſurpaſſing thoſe of Diamonds, and her naturall 
dreſſe had far more comelyneſſe then all that the power of Art could have added to it- 
Thalcſtris having quirred her Martiall Apparel, conform'd her ſelfe to that of her own 
Sex, and appeared no lefle charming in that eſtate, then ſhe had before been terrible in 
Battle. Deidamia and Barſina decked themſelves at the entreaty of their Lovers, and 
both of them diſcovered ſuch Beanties , as our of that fair Company could find no pa- 
rallells, When all of them were ready tocome forth, they were conduRted together 
to Juno's Temple, where that memorable Ceremony was to be performed, and wm” 
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the people flocked with ſo great a croud as cot the lives of par | ence Thoſe that 
bad beeh the SubjeAts of Darius , could not behold his Son and Daughters in that cor» 
dition without ſending forth loud cryes and ſhouts that pierced the Heavens , accom- 
panyed with tears of joy and tendernefle, and whether it were among the Souldiers, or 
amongſt the Citizens, there was a generall re pycing obſerved,little different ſrom that 
of thoſe who were moſt concern'd. The fair Widdow of Alexander was led by Sc- 
leucus, Berenige by Antigonus, Pariſatis by Ptolomeus, Thaleſtris by Eumenes, Deida» 
mia by Craterus , and Barſina by Leonatus : The (ix Princes having left that glory to 
their Friends , were gone altogether to the Temple before, and had themſelves forgot- 
ten nothing in their cloaths, that without effeminacy, or a too afeted curiolity, could 
pleaſe the eyes of their admired Princefles. After having expeRed them there a fow 
moments, which to their impatience ſeem'd as many houres, they ſaw them enter with 
a Pompe that brought new light into the Temple. Berenice, Deidamia, and Thaleſtris 
as v1l1ant as ſhe was, walked with more fear and baſhfulnefle then their Companions ; 
but the Queen , the Princeſle her Siſter, and Barſina who had already been in the ſame 
condition, went up toward the Altar with more confidence. Why ſhould this Narta® 
tion be drawn out to a greater length ? There it was that in the fight of many thon- 
ſand people, and in the preſence of the Gods, who by Prayers and Sacrifices were cal- 
led to behold that aRion ; the greateſt Perſons in the World of either Sex, were by tlis 
uſnal Ceremenies joyn'd together with Bonds which could not be untyed, which never 
wcre broken but by death,and which through the whole courſe of their lives kept them 
as cloſely united as they were that day. There it was that by ſuch famous and impor- 
tant Nuprials, Vertue ſaw it ſelfe tryumphant over ſo many misfortunes that had vain- 
ly fought againſt it, and that ſeemed to have crofled it for no other end , bur thar it 
might ſhine forth with more luſtre and glory. Thoſe glad and fortunate Bride-grooms 
having delivered back their Brides into the hands of thoſe that had led them thither, 
followed them home again to the Palace, where all things were moſt ſtately and mag- 
nificent. O ! how tedious did that day ſeem to them ? and how little pleaſure did 
they find in the Games, Courſes, and Combats which the yong Princes made with in- 
finite Fompe to honour ſo ſolemn an Afton ? The Son of Polyperchon, Mcnelaus »::4 
brave Tlyoneus made themſelves remarkeable in themby their dexterity,bur sfter i» 
conteſtation *twas yong Alexander that bore away the Prize. After the Courſes and 
Combarts, followed moſt gracefull Dances, and admirable Muſick, and after all choſe 
entereginments came the moſt delighefull, and moſt glorious ay qr ever was. Ne- 
yer had the brighteſt day ſhewed any thing comparable to it in the Judgement of O-0- 
ondates , and his Companions, and thoſe that might boaſt to be memorable by 
the winning of battles, and by the conqueſt of Empires , were obſcure and gloom 

in reſpe& of that pleaſing darknefle which tryumphed over light with ſo great an ad- 
vantage. Then were the greateſt Beauties in the World delivered as a Prey to the paſ- 
ſions of the mercilefſe Conquerors , who revenged themſelves for the rorments they 
had made them toendure, with refentments which for all they were ſo violent they 
could nor juſtly diſapprove. To ſay the truth they were in ſome ſort pardenable, and 
it was bur reaſon that they whoſe ſuffrings had been ſo long and » ſhould make 
themſclves equivalent reparations. Never had the God of Love been preſent at ſo ſo- 
lemn a Feſtival,and in all the Sacrifice that had been offred to himat Paphos, or at Cy- 
thera, he never had received ſuch honour as he did that Night in Babylon, But I am 
afraid to ſay too Much of it, and to go beyond the bounds ef reſpeR and modeſty with 
my Princes, who exceeded them a little that night of liberty. They withour all queſti- 
on thought it a great deale toeſhort , and one might perchance have doubted it what 
imployments they had paſſed it, if the bluſhes that appeared next morning in the 
cheekes of Berenice, Thalcſtris, and Deidamia , had not given the Company great ſuſ- 
picions. Yet did they pardon their Levers the offences they had committed, by the 
example of their Companions , who had born chem with more moderation. Thoſe 
conſtant fires were not extinguiſhed of many years, and the love ef thoſe vertuous 
Perſons was placed upon too ſure foundations , to find any thing in poſſeſſion that 
could abate it z on the contrary it grew far more ardent by a more perfect knowledge 
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of thoſe Beanties and rare qualities that had given ic birth, and time which ruines 
all chings had never power to ſlacken the fuſt violence of their flames. 

Many dayes were ſpent in theſe contentments, which cannot poſlibly be imagined, 
and the happy Princes took plentifull dranghts of theſe delights atter which they had 
ſolong impatiently thirſted. When they had nothing more to wiſh, they began to 
think of retiring} King Oroondates was recalled into Scithia by his SubjeRts, and he 
himſclfe had a defire to go thither that he might give his Queen the Crown of his Do« 
minions. Arſaccs alſo had « mind toſee thoſe Countries again , where he had paſſed 
Come years , and where he had ſo powertully gained the peoples hearts : All the other 
Princes were obliged to return into their ſeverall Provinces, to be crowned themſclyes 
in the Kingdoms which their valour had woon , and which Arfaces freely left them in 
conſideration of the good Offices they had done for him and his, and in the hope he had 
to recover others from them that had not merited his friendſhip. They all prepared 
themſelves for that ſeperation , but not without a great deale of trouble to every one 
of them : Before they went away they thought fit to take order in what remained ro 
be done, and becauſe Babylen, and all Afyria belonged to them by the tight of 
Arms, they all offred it to Selencug, as to their valiant Deliverer and BenefaQtor z bur 
he refuſed it , and proteſted openly that not having had any other aym in what he had 
done, then to ſuccour Vertue unworthyly opprefled , he wonld not give his Enemies 
cauſe to make an ill interpretation of his intent, and to judge that he had quitted his 
Party ont of a ſhamefull intereſt, and vile kope of recompence. All the World eſteem'd 
that t to be worthy of Selencus his Generoſity, and when they ſaw him ſo firm 
io his reſolution , that ic was impoſſible to ſhake him , they altogether caſt their eyes 
upon Oxyatres, who did not then poſſefſe a Territory ſuitable to the greatneſle of his 
Quality, and preſled it ſo urgently upon him, that in the end he was conſtrained to ac- 
cept the Soveraignty of Babylon , and there to ſetle his abode. Scleucus had Arme- 
nia & Meſgpotamia, which the death of Phrataphernes and Archefilanus had left vacant, 
and becauſe Cylicia was ſo likewiſe by the death of Philotas , all the Princes would 
needs have Eumenes take it, and give that part of Cappadacia he poſſeſſed, in exchange 
to Queen Thaleſtris, leaving that Kingdome entire to Prince Orontes , who alſo quit- 
ted the Province of the Maſlagetes, becauſe it was one of thoſe that compoſed the Afi» 
atick Seithia , which King Orcondates had deſtined for Artaxerxes. - After having or- 
dred the Provinces op this maner, they all prepared for their departure, and when they 
had beſtowed a few dayes more in the confirmation of their Allyance, and in the tears 
that were ſhed at that ſeperation, they all of them went from Babylon the ſame day. 
Oroondates, and the Great Arſaces with their Brides, and an Equipage befitting their 
Quality, took the way toward Scithia with Ly ſimachus and Pariſatis, who would ac- 
company them as far as Byzantium. where they were to keep their Court, it being the 
wa wane her 1 and where Pariſatis hoped for a great deale of comfort in the 
Neighbourhood of the Queen her Siſter, ſince their Kingdoms bordered upon one ane- 
ther. Oronges and Thalcftris went toward Cappadocia , which was to obey them to- 
cally by the agreement they had made with Eumenes , who with the fair Arſinoe his 
Wite kept them company the greateſt part of their Journy. Prolomeus travelled to- 
wards £gypt, which much defired to receive him: Antigonus and his Son with the 
fair Deidamia toward Phrygia 1 Seleucus marched rowards Armenia with Forces to 
make himſelfe Maſter of it, in caſe he ſhould find any difficulty to be adinitted : Near- 
chus and Leonatus went home into their own Provinces, and no body remained at Ba- 
bylon bur Prince Oxyatres , who with his dear Barſina did there eſtabliſh his Dominl- 
on. Cleonimus and Alcione, with good old Polemon ſtayd there alſo with him, as in 
their Native Country , and that Prince remembring the requeſt Berenice and Statira 
had made to him in favour of that, laboured all he could for their fatisfaRion, and have- 
ing taken away thoſe ſcruples that'oppoſel it in Alcione's mind ; he marryed het ar laſt 
to Cleonimus whom he ſerled in all the Wealth of Theander,and Bagiſtanes;and whom 
for his Vertue- (and for the conſideration of Polemon , who had done all his Fricnts © 
many good ſervices) he honeured with the moſt important Offices of his State, 
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from the Banks of the Euphrates, and the Walls of Bab | 

| following [ag Fires in their Voyages : 1 will not there 

J tunate ſu , their arrivall in cheir Kiggdomes , ang the crowningof {or 
| many Gallant Princes, whoeſtabliſhed a brave and happy Sovenignty, which they an 
joyed through the whole coarſe of very long and proſperous Raigns. You way learn 

the end of their Lives from Hiſtorians Famous in Antiquity who have written them : 
From me you ſhall only know that the Great Arſaces ſtayd not long in his Brothers 
| Kingdowe; bnthaving received ſuch an Army from himas he-defired ;*he marched 
inr6 the Province of the Parthians, where he defeated and kill'd Andi in a pitch'd 
Battle z from thence , when he had made himſelfe Maſter of that Province , and had 
woon many other ViRorics over them that oppoſed his Cenqueſt®, ued Hyrca- 
ni2, BaAria, Zogdia, the Country of the Mardes, and agreat her Provin- 
bh . ces, of which he compoſed'that Famous Empire of the Parthians, which was call'd che 
Eire of the Eaſt, and which was the molt potent of the World till therime of An- 

q-- itus Czar, under whom it fell into the power of the Romanes ; the Founder of it 
iti; r-t2incd that Great Name of Arſaces, under which he had gained his firft repurati= 

on . a:d that Renowned Name deſcended to his Succeflors , who to render thatho- 
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for ever layd a- 


tries , and nnder a Name he knew not. t Vertnoas Queen and the King her Huſ- 
band, requited the affeRion of Theodates, and that of faithfull Araxcs , by the Gift of 


Scithia ; nor was Criton lefle rewarded by his Maſter the Great Arſaces. Lyſimachns 
With his dear Pariſatis, paſſed his life in ſo great Glory , that after having conquered 
moſt of the Kingdomes that had been Alexanders, he was (lain in the laſt Battle that 
was fought amongſt his Succeſſors , being then fourſcore years of Age. Thelife of 
Demetrius was ſo remarkeable , that it gave the greateſt Authours of thoſe Times oc- 
caſion to write it : Macedonia and many other Kingdomes obeyed him, and little Pyr- 
rhus his Brother in Lay being come to years acquired the reputation of the Valianteſt 
man in all the World. Orontes raigned very peaccably in Cappadecia with Thale- 
{ Afiris, andallthe Lawes of the Amazones were ſourterly aboliſhed , that chece never 
' was any mention of them afterwards, Prelomeus governed Egypt with ſo much 

Glory, that his Name, as that of Arſaces, remained to his Poſtericy, and Scleucus made 
| himſelfe ſo Great , that before his Death he became the moſt Potent of all Alexanders 
Succefſors. . Caflander ſtill perſiſted in his Crimes, and his paſſion for Roxana tura'd 
into ſo violent a Rage , that in the end he put her todeath , with the Son ſhe had by 
Alexander , and alſo Queen Olimpias , the Mother of the Great Kings Me by their 
death nſurped Macedonia , and after his Demetrius took it from his Children. Eume- 
nes periſhed in the War he had againſt m—__y _= having killed his Enemy Ne- 


Theomiri and Cleone , and by that of many Provirices , and places of importance in 


optolemus' 


To oro oe on OY oO I I or net gre —_— — Co _; by 


V2 CA SSANDRA. Part Wh: | 
optolemus with his own hand, and by many Gallant ViRtories, acquired the repyra:i 
on of one of the greateſt Caprains in the World. And Prince Oxyatres Ned bis tit 
=owigs bores prrtrnng Iſhould perhaps ſay more of every one, if all F 
Hiſtorians did not amply relate their Aions ; particularly Juſtin, and Plutarch in 
Lives of Pyrrhus, Demetrius, and Eumenes :; If I were not out of my Scene, which 
have limited within the Confines of Babylon, and if it were not juſt that after fnch1 
long winded piece of Worke , I my ſelfe ſhould ſeek that repoſe which Inow have 
given to others. | 


The Brdof CASSANDRA. 
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Poms 1s newly publiſhed in Engliſhan excellent 
new Romance, called Is x a v1 w, or the Illu- 
ſtrious Bass a. The whole work in four parts, 
written in French by Monſieur deS cup: k y; Au- 


thourof Ax TamENE,orthe Grand Cyrus. | 


Loxpon, Printedfor Humuenkrey Mostry, 
at the Prince's Arms in S. Paul's Church-yard, 
W ittiam BENTLEY, and ThHomas 
HE a TH, in Covent-Garden. 1652. 
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To the Reader, 


> Ou will have the patience I hope to read wy, open ! 
am obliged to ada, that I may juſtifie part of thoſe things 
which 1 —_ written, I have been bound up in m—_ 
Paſ] ages of this (onclufion by the trath of Hiſtory, t 
perhaps I have altered it in ſome places , where it 7 
known, If I make Statira and her Siſter live again con- 
trary to the report of Plutarch, who ſayes ſhe was killed by 
"7 Roxana's cruelty ;, I have followed the Opinion of many 
Yi ftorians, and I make ber paſſe the reſt of ber life in Countries very remote from 
pe where ſhe ſpent ber yonger years, and under a different name from that by 
ich ſhe was known to Plutarch, I well might grue Darius @ Son without con- 


gerPrng the Hiſtorians that write of Alexander, who only mention bis D 
- Fers 


3 1 make bim dead in the opinton of the world before Alexander entred up- 
on bus Fathers Territories , he comes thither no more till after bit death , and 
therefore thoſe Authours might well have been ignorant of Artaxerxes his life, 
be baving paſſed it in very far Countries, and under axother name, after be bad 
loft it in the generall beliefe, I with the ſame licence might make him to be that 


' (Great Arſaces , who founded the Empire of the Parthians , and L'iſtorians not 


ping gruenhim any certain birth , have offerded me the liberty to make him 
be horn of Darius: I ſhould undoubtedly have made him recover bis Fathers 


* Empire, if. I couldbave done it without falſifying truths which are known to all 


the world, and which have not left me a free diſpoſing of my Adventures : I 
ſhould have changed ſomething in the deſtiny of Roxana and Caſſ anter , if I 
might have been permitted, and if Thad pardoned Roxana in conſideration of 
her Sex, I ſhould Gow killed Caſſ ander to ſhew the puneſbment of Vice, as well as 
the recompence of Vertue ; but the reſt of bys life was 100 well known by his crimes, 
and by bus ruling in Greece, I have been freer in thoſe of Perdiccas and bis 


' Brother ; 't#s certain they were ſlain within awhile after Alexanders death , by 
' 6 Sedition amongſt their Forces, and there ts ſolittle goken of the particulars of 


their death, that I believed I might lawfully frame it to my Hiſtory. 


